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CH‘IﬁC xe Jeep d4u lai bén ciiu ba nguoilinh-
sting 6ng cim tay nhdy a0 xudng trwéc, mit ho
d3ng ddng sat khi, 16i tudt ga thanh nién bi troi giat
canh khuyu xudng xe, g thanh nién mét thiing biing
ngd chdi xudng dudng, khi nguoi linh deng cd ga
day, mit g bé b&t d4t cat va man troi, 18 duong da
lam gi dap moéiva gdy mot cai ring, g rén ri, nhd
phi cdi ring giy rot ra, mot ngudi linh ndm téc gi;
—Pl ma may gat cic ong cd ndi may vac by Viét
Cong dé ching n6 bén cdc ong ¢d ndi may, may sé
ch&t con a, hai thding tui tao dd bd xdc vi may roi,
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khdng cdn néi 4€n chuyén nhan dao gi rdo, may
phéi ché&t, phai trd n¢ mau,

Gi thanh nién run riy, mit nhw con gi bi
cit ti&t, d6i mat gi lac thia ngo ngic nhin hé&t
ngudi no d€n nguwdi kia, rdi rét hoa 1an mau twoi
chiay rong rong trén mép gi. Mot ngudi linh ba vai
wét dAm mau xach sing liang lirng iién lai trudc
mit c¢dp chi huy ctia minh:

— Trung s cho em «lam thit» thing nady, du me
khong vi né cédnh tay em d4u cé viy, em con
mudn ddnh nhau x4 lang véi bon nay ma, bay
gi¢' phéi v& di ndm nha thwong, du me ching né
cit ¢d vo em, dap nat xd4c con em, thu nay bay
gir em khéng tra thi d&n bao gid méi trd duoc,
trung si cho phép em.

— Théi chd oi nghi di, dé tao, vo con tao cling ch&t
vi bon nay vay, d€n gi¢ dén 1$i réi do con oi.

Ga thanh nién run 14t bat, gi kéu 1én:

— Tréi oi toi khong phai Viét Cong, teila hoc
sinh trén quan dich.

— Pirng hong qua mit cdc 6ng ¢& ndi may, sudt tir
dém qua d&n gio may toan dwa tui tao vao chd chét,
hai mang chét oan vi may roi, thém mot ngudi bi
thuwong, may con mudn kéu ca gi nira.

Ga thanh nién bi x6 ddy chui diu vé phia truée,
gd bi diy vé mé song, gi cudng quit kéu dm lén :
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— Toi khong phai Viét Cong, (6i tr8n quan dich,
— Trén quan dich ciing bdn, khéng phii Viéi cOng
ma may ddm hwéong din ngudi ta di tim chéd diu
vii khi ?

Cay sing M16 clia nguoi frung sf ning 1&n, gi thanh
nién chikip kéu lén mot ti€ng, dan nd, gi uén cong
nguwdi, ngd ldn cixudng bo séng, hai ngwdi linh
kia va nguwoi thwong si ti€n d€n, nhin xudng noi
thay gd thanh nién vira lin xudng, gd chwa chét
hin. Ngwei thuwong st h#t diu : .

— Tai, may thi cho n6 m¢jt phéat 4n hué,

Ngudi linh bi thwong tay nang sing lén bin x8i xa
mot béing vao xéc nan nhan:

— Khéng phai mot phat an hué ma téi mét bing
4n huélan thwgngst a.

Mot ngudi khac trong bon hoi :

— Liéu n6 da ch&t that chua ?

Nguoi linh bi thuwong tay nhd phet mét bai nuéc
bot, quay ndng sing 1én miéng th6i phu phu :

— Bii me c6 sirc voi méi séng ndi. L
Ngudi trung st méc tii 14y bao thude 14 quan ti&p
vu ra, hai nguoi linh méi nguwdi xin mot dign,
Nguoi trung si cho thudc nhung cdn nhin:

-~ H&t me no6 rdi con gi tao ma khong co6 thude thi
ch&t con swéng hon, ddanh nhau nhwr vdy bigt mua
thude & déau.
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Mot trang séing nd ran phia cudi dwong. Ngusi
trung si ling tai nghe :

— Co6 phai sung cua tui né khong bay?

Nguwoi linh bi thwong tay tra 101 :

— Khong phii AK, sing cia linh minh,

Ba ngudi ditng dea lung vao thanh xe hit thuSe
14, ho hit ting hoi thudc than trong, khéi thé ra
ding miii mot céch tién tin. Mit (r&i dang lin,
rang hong lam 46 rrc mit sdng. Tirog trang sung
nd roi rac & mot ngd ngach nao do, con duwdng
nhira ving tanh viog ngat, thinh thoadng mot doan
xe nha binh chuyén quan chay v¢i vang, stng
chong sang hai bén dwong. Hai chi€c may bay
tree thiing quiin qudn trén troi, thinh thodng lai dam
bd nhio xudng nha mot traing dan nghe nhu tiéng
bd réng.

Ngudi thirgng i 10t mi st ra lau mé hoéi, chiri
thé vu vo :

— Me, t&t nhit chdn thZy me, ba ngdy réi do.
D6i mat nguoi thueng si budn budn, anh ta nghf
d€n vu ch&t tham thi&t ctia vo con trong trai gia
binh. Pira con gai 1t cia anh khi ch&t mic 4o 18t
dep dé, trén tay con 6m con heo dit bé, ti&n bac
roi vung vdi Anh da ch&t ling ngwdi bén xdc vg
con, anh nhu m¢t ké cudng sét trong nhitng ngay
k€& ti€p.
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Ngudi trung sf bing miu thu8e 14 thira xudng phia
xac ch&t, anh néi véi gigng buc béi :

— Sau vu nay tao s& xin di mit tran, tao khong
them lam linh kigng nita, du me tao ham chém
gi&t roi, it ra tao phai gi€t m¢t trim thiny d& (ra
thu cho vo con tao.

Nguoi linh bi theeong tay néi :

— Em ciing vay trung »i.

Ngudi linh kia hinh nhw khong @8 y d€n nhiing
loi n6i ctia hai ngudi ban, anh {a tAn win s& vao
nhitng 16 dan duc thing ludn xe, s& vao v&t mau
dong d¥c, v&t méu clia ngudi ban than hin di guc

ché&t trén xe nay hoi sdng. Nhitng k¥ niém vé ban
dén trong dau han.

Nguwdi trung si ra 1énh

— Théi lén xe ve tui bay !

Ci baleo 1én xe, ho déu nhin lai xdc ch€t nim
ngira miit nhin tréi, Khi xe n® mdy nguwéi linh bi
thwong tay hoéi :

— V& minh s& bdo cdo th€ ndo vé thing ta binh
nay ha trung si ?

- Chiing may cir néi né ving chay nén bin chét
vy thdi,

Chigc xe chuyén bdnh lao vit v& phia cudi dwdng,
Tréi xAm x3m t3i, ti€ng sting nd ran miét xa 19.
Mgt tran ving 46 dai dé ng subt miy ngay hom
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nay. Nhitu chuy&€n xe chuyén qu An chay mi tréi
sudt ngay.

My Tw cui nhin he hé qua mot 16 dan duc thiing
& vach nha, mu qoan sat vu xt bin tén Viét Cong tir
d3u d&n cudi. Mu thim lo l4ng cho ba ngudi linh,
mu bi&t trong x6m cén ndm sdu thiing Viét Cong
{r8n chay vao tir dém hom qua, ci x6m di chay
tdn cuw h&t rdo Chi con minh mu & lai, my qua
thwong cin nha cia minh, cin nha cii nat xiéu
veo & gin bo séng ngay canh I8i di vao x6m. T#t
ch mei nguoi trong x6m khi di ra dwong d8u phai
di qua nha mu. Mu s8ng ¢6 mot minh & day tir bao
nhiéu ndm troi nay, khong ai thém ngé ngang gi

d€n mu, khong dam rdy vao mu thi ding hop. Mu
bi ngudi ta kéu 1a2 mu Tuw cui, that ra ' mu khong

cti, mu bi chirng phong lam I& loét hai ban chan,
haiban chdn mulic nao ciing dwgce biing bd, nwréc
mi chiy ra vang khé hdp din bon rudi nhing hén-
hao. Nguyén nhan thi hai khi€n moi ngudi xa ldnh
mu vi mu cé tat chiri béi, mu c6 the nhin #n, chiri
ca budi, khéng ai bi€t mu chiri ai, nhung mu chiri
that dir diin, biing tat ca nhirng loi 1€ tuc tiu, mu
chiri troi chiri ddt, chiri tdt cA nhirng ngudi di qua
di lai. Nhung vo ich, khong ai them dirng lai chirt
tay doi voi my, mu khdng c6 ddi thi. Nhitng chide
xe giin mdy chay veo veo, ¢6 khi con chay qua viing
nuwéc lam bén tung tée ¢l vao my, ki chiri béi cua
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mu chi bay theo gié cang 1dm mu thém Zm tre, tike
tdi. Nhan sic mu Tw cui lai qua x3u xa, den di,
mit miii chodt cheo, ddu téc bom sém, muy khéng
dugc mot diem gi ké ) lai. Mu séng biing ngh& chon
16ng ga xau vao chisin d& b4n cho nha 1am chdilong
ga. Mot tudin 1€ mu di toi nha lam chdi 16ng ga mot
lin, d6 1a dip doc nhil &8 mu dugce néi chuyén voi
con ngudi. Khi ra vé mu bin rin, nhung ba chil nha
lam chéi 16ng ga di xua dudi mu nhu xua &#in may.
D3i véi mu nhwr vay ciing 12 may mén 1dm réi, mu
khong h& o4n than gi ba chi h&t, cho du ba chh
co tra gia ré ré.

Mu Tw cii cho cho chi€c xe jeep di thiat xa, mu
m& he hé cira, nhin treéc nhin sau khong cé ai,
mu lén ra ngoai, mu ti€n vé phia b& sdng, noi xac chét
nam, budc chan mu that than trong, chdm chap, mu
t&i bén xac chét, nhin vao mat han, con

méit tron trirmg trong d€n khi€p, méinheo nhéo néi
dAy ma dd chét roi. Bing dan bin pat nguwoi hin,
gin nhur khip ngudi hin d8u cé vét dan, diu cd
chan tay mit miii, ngwdi hdn mdu nhuom d6 1om
méau di bit ddu déng ddc, miy con nhing vo ve
bay lwrgn. Mu Tw ciii nhiin miii, mu dwa ban tay
lén bit mili, mdimau tanh néng lam mu lgm giong
mu khéng thé ngd duge con ngudi m y€u nhwr
nan nhan laicé thé nhi€u méun dén thi.

ven do 13

https://tieulun.hopto.org



Trévi ng?x sang miu x4m, gidng s6ng t8i diin, sing 8n
ran ran mot géc troi, hinh nhu miét Hing Xanh
(ai d&dnh nhau d&. M%y ngay hom pay mu T cui
d8 qua quen v&i tiéng siing, mu khong coén qué s¢
hdi nhr m#y ngay ddu. Mu nhin ngim nan nhén
mot cach k§ cang, hin con tré, hin con qua tré
nira 12 khéc, hoi ndy gd ciiriing gd khong phai l1a
viét Cong, c6 1€ gl noéi that, nhung sao gé lai l1am
ch&t téi hai ngudi linh va bi throng mét ngudi,
con nit con noéi malam Viét Cong thi ghe that,
mu chi bi&t 1a ghé 1im, that ra mu khéng tudng
twgng ndi ghé d€n d6 ndo, con cdi nha ai md ngu
dai vy, mu béng th&y thwong thwong nan nhan,

mu khong mudn nhin mét ngudi chét tré mé& mit
trirng trirng nhin tréi mQt cach that dirc nhwr vay.

Mu run run dit ban tay kho héo nhw ré& cdy lén
mit nan nhan vudt xuoi mot cai, khi ban tay mu
d&ri khudn miit, hai mit nan nhan di nhim lai, mu
hai 1ong. Mu Tw cii dirng thng ngwoi 1én nhin
x4c nan nhén,

Mu Tuw cdi béng linh cdm th¥y ding san lirng minh
26 ngudi dirng, mu len lén {ir tir quay lai, mu suyt
uira hét 1&8n, Hai ngurdi dan ong quiin 4o x8c x&ch
diy nh¢ deo cung minh tay cim sing dirng nhin
mu, Viét Cong, théi ding réi miy tén Viét Codng
chay vdo xom nay dém hoém qua, ch¢ linh trang
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gl ma lai &n m#c nhur 43 #n may vdy.

Hai gi Viét Céng 1&m li nhin muy, nhin xdc chét,
chiing khéng néi niing gi h&t, gi6 séng lic xam 13i
th3i 1én mat I5ng long lam mai téc ho phit puo.
khong th8y ai néi gi, mu danh phai lén ti€ng:

— Hai 6ng quen ngu¢i chét nay ha ?

Mot ngudi 18c ddu, mu tidp :

— Ciing 14 Viét cing,

Gi dan 0ng dirng gin mu hoi can mit.

— Nha chi kéu ching toi 1a Viét Cong phai khéng?
Mu Tw ciii gat ddu:

— Ché kéu 1A gi nira, cdc anh ding lA Viét Cong.
Mot gi ti€n 1én chi sing vao mu:

— Téi c¢&m chi, phii goi ching toi 12 by doi Gidi
Phéng Mién Nam.

Mu nhin miii sing den ngdm chia v& phia minh, mu
thdy run run. bon nay khénghi&n, chiingné cé thé
bin my, nhirng mu vin ngoan cd, lic diu:

— C4i tén gl ma nghe dai qua téi khong nhé nbdi,
sao khOng kéu la Viét COng c6 phai tién khéng?
— CAm ngay, luan diéu nha chi toan 12 mi¢ng ludi
Nguv, con me nay phan ddng, né & lai dy d2 lam
gian diép cho Nguy.

G3 1én dan sung loach xoach nghergntéc gdy. G&
kia can lai :

— Khoan ddng chi, ¢é 1€ con me nay dién khung,
minh cdn phdi x4y dung my, minh ¢6 the dung
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mu dwoe.

Gi cim sing c6 vé birc boi, nhwng hinh nhwr gi
hoi n& ga nay, gi ha sing nhueng con céin nhin :
— Toi nghi khong the sai dwgc, dingcon me nay
la gian diép clia nguy.

— Ddng chi néng ndy qua, cir d& toi, ddng chy
quén Ja minh 12 quin d6i gidi phéng a, minh
cin thu phuc nhan tam, ho bi quan nguy diu doc,
d5ng chi ra gac & diu duong di, d8 16i néi chuyén
voi mu.

Ga Viét Cong danh buong théng sing, ra gdc & diu
dudng, Mu Tur cui yén tri, mu thd phao mot cai :
— Thén ¢ chi hung dit quéd, khdng c6 6ng né dédm

lam Yu 1m. néi cho dng bidt trong ddi tdi chura
c6 thing ndo h#im bin him gi&t t6i hé&t, con nay

khong bi&t s¢ ai h€t réo.

G3& Viét Cong 45i giong than mat :

— Thoi ma b4c, thiing em t6i tinh né 16 ming, bic
b6 qua cho.

Mu Tu cii hir mot ti€ng :

— Bb qua thi bé qua ché, nhung dirng cdy cé sing
mudn #n hi€p con ndy, c6 gidi sao héi ndy khong
ra bin nhau véi linh di, trén chui trdn nhiii & d4u

ching ngudi ta di khoi méi ra 1am tang,
Gi Viet Cong vin khon khéo :

— Theéi xin bac bét gian d€ 10i noi chuyén,
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— Chuyén gi néile di d& 16i vd nha, chua &n udng
gi rdo ne, 16i con phai néu coin.

— Da xin bac it phut théi, ching t6i 14 quan doi
gidi phéng, chung t6i cling mudn mang hanh phuc
tw do lai cho dong bao Chung t6i ciu xin dong
bao thdng cAdm ma giip d& lai chiing toi.

— Xi, giip do cai gi, toéi c6 c4i me gi ma gitp do.
— Bac khong giup 46 dugce vat chdt xin ginp 4o
ching t6i tinh than, cdch mang s& khdong quén on bac.
— H&, chd néi c4i gl vAy, chi n6i cai g kho nghe
qua chirng, t6i khdng quen nghe ti€ng Bic, chu
no6i ti€ng Bic téi kho nghe qud, chi 1A ngueoi di
cu ha ?

— Khéng thwra bée, chiing toi 13 bd doi gidi phong
tr Bic vao day, ching toi khong phai la di cw
phin ddng, ching 16i...

— LA cdi gi, chu nay dn n6i hAm hdé, rd rang chu
noi ti€ng Bic, chu lai néi khong phai di cw, thiét
1a xui t4n mang, t&€t nh#t khéng dwge... hom nay
lai giip toadn chuyén gi ddu khong, t8i hém qua cac
chi b#n thing chd nha toi ra, bAy gio lai d€a in
hi€p toéi, td6i khong hi&t gi hét, toi van chu, toi
van cdc 0ng ¢ ngi 1am on di khdi day di, linh d€n
toi mang hoa lay véi cac 6ng,

My Tuw cui bdng tru tréo lén, mu khong né& nang
gl h&t, my udt tre vi céin nha minh bi bin thiag 10
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chd, mu thém chiri béi tir hém qua, nhung muy cdn sg
nén chwa dam chuwi, thing cha nay coi bé hisn
day mu bdéng khong cdn ngan gl nita, my lén con
roi, my 18y 1am kho4i vi lin diu tién trén doi clia
mu lai dwgce ¢6 nguwoi dirng nghe. Gia duwge xoa
hai tay mu s& tha 1dm, mudin thim minh s& chiti
cho ra gi, hay chli cho cé nghia cé ly han hoi. Tuy khéng

bang nhirng |&i 18 tuc tan, nhwng phai
ning n&, diang dong ti€n b4t gao, chiri c6 vin

vé nhw me day con :

— Céc chu cdn nhd tudi, co6 hién lanh tr t&€ thi
ngudi ta m&i thwong, ché cdc chi pha lang pha
x0m, cic chi gi€t nguoi ta, nguoi ta gidt lai céc
chit nhur thiing cha bi bén ch&t & bd séng kia rdi
ba ma cdc cha bi€t ddno ma tim, cha me nudi con
¢hi mong con nén ngudi ché ddu mudn con thanh
1 cudp dn trom, pha lang pha x6m, cidc chi qui

Ifim ngudi ta méi biin méi gidt cac chiu Dang khi
khong t&t nhidt cde chi mang sing ra bin bay bin

ba, m&y Ong linh dng stuing thi phai bin ché&t cac
chi ché sao. Cha ¢ thdy khéng, téi co tréu choc
gi chc chu dau vdy ma bén thing ca nha téi, nha
toi dung nén cling mo héi-nuwéc mit ché bo cod di
Za cudp cha ai dau, vy ma cdc chi bin nha toi;
lai con d€n him dga téi nay ng, bit toi giup d&

nira.
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Mu T clii nuwdrc mit doanh trong, my sip sira khoc,
mu i vh gl Viét Cong niing n&, gi khong thd chiu
dueog dugc hon nira, gd x6 mu ngd chui xudng
dit, gad 1én dan:

— B3 nguy phin djng !

Béng c6 ti€ng la cia gd dirng gac :

— Linh nguy ,linh nguy dbng chi oi, dong 1im.

Ga viét cong sip stra bin mu Tw ciii voi cHt mili
sting Ién :

— it lui, dirng nd sing kéo 10 muc tiéu ,

G& byc tire vung chan d4 mu mot cdi :

— Giri mang mu lai ddv, l4t ra tinh!

My Tuw cui la chéi 16i, hai tén Viét Céng co gid

chay vao trong xém trong khi mot doan xe ch& diy
linh chayii téi Trén xe bong c6 ngudi la :

— Coi kia !

My 7w ciii )€ la ho 1€t ra 1& dudng :

- Cac 6ng oi, ctru toi, clru toi.

Bong mot trang dan tir trong xém ban ra, cé tiéng

nguwoi hét |én, trén xe da c6 ngudi bi triung dan,
ch doan xe dirng lai, linh 40 ao nhay xudng, tiéng

la hét hdn loan, Pan tir trén xe béia vao trong x6m
x8i x4, mu Tw cui nhdim nghi®n mét, ndim bep di
dadi d4t, C6 mOt ngwdi nao do lin dén bén mu
om mu lin sang bén 1& duong tranh tdm dan. Siing
bén chirng ndm phut thi ngirng, nguoi bi thwong
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trén xe dwge 16i xubng mang téi ché khridt bing
bo. Ti€ng mot nguoi st quan hoi :

— Khong ai ch&t cd chir ?

— Da cbi bi thwong, tui n6 bén sé ma trung 1y,
Mu Tuw cui mé birng mat, mu vAn chwra hoan hén,
mu ngo ngac nhin moi ngwdi, mu rén w i

— Troi oi, ch&t toi roi.

Mot ngudi linh cii xudng, an ai:

— Ba khong sao h&t ma, chung tdi cdm on ba da
ctru ching toi, n€u khong ching t6i con tén thit
nhiBunita, Viét cOng trong xém c6é6 dong khong ba?
My Tw ciii nbin chéim chd vao mit nguoi linh:

— C4c ong lalinh Ngay phai khong?

Ngudi linh bdt mén:
— Sao ba lai kéu ching t6i nhwr viy, ching t6i l1a

guin doi Qudc Gia dang tiéu diét loan quan Viét
Cong, ba thay Viét Cong trong xdm khéng ?

Mu Tu cui lac dau :
— Khoéng ¢6 Viét Cong.

Ngudi st quan noi:

— Ba noi la, ai bin ching t6i, khong phai Viét
Cong thi la-eai thw givay ?

Mu Tuw cii van ldc diu

— Khong phai Viét Cong ma, t6i c6 hdicén thin
roi. )

— Bahdiai? ¢
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— M4y cai th¥ng bin sing d6, ching néi ching no
khong phai Viét Cong.

— Th€ ching né néi cai gi?

Mu Tw ciii ngim nghi mot lat :

— A phai, ching né la quan doi gidi phéng.
Ngudi si quaa chot hi€u ra, anh ta nhin miit :

— Thi chang n6 la Viét Cong ché con la gi nira,
ba gia niy bi chiag n6 tuyén truy&n roi.

Chi Tu cui kéu lén :

— Bon n6 14 Vigt Cong thiét &, men oiai ma biét
ché, ai d&¢ ching né lai 1a Viét Cong nhi, vay ma
{0i hdi nd, né lai bidu 14 khong phai cho, thiét la
chiing... chung gat 1di. Phai chi bi&t chung 1a Viét

Cong da man tAn ac toi dau ¢6 théem khuyén nhi
no, hén gi minh noi di€u phail quay cho chung né

nghe, chiing né con bén téi nita chir. Cac dng oi,
ctru 161, con linh Nguy nira, tdi sg ldm ong oi.
Nguoi st quan bi€t con me nay d& dién dé& khung
nén khong gian, anh'ta cfit nghia :

— Khoéng lam gi ¢6 quan nguy nao hét, chi e6 quan
doi qudc gia tdo thanh Viét Cong ciru gitup dan vo
téi ma thoi.

— Khong ¢4 quéan nguy thiét hi éng ?

— Khoéng bao giv co.

— La nhi, téi khouz hiku gi h&t, gip ngudi nay
noi th& nay, gip nguoi kia noéi khae, lam sao toi
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bift Awoe, g¥p Viet Cong toi hdi c6 phai Viat Cong
khong thi ching n6 ndi sing, gip clc Ongs.
Ngudi st quan twei cuoi :

— Gip ching téi cling khéng chiu nh4n 1a quin
Nguy phai khong ?

— Da ding d6 |

— Ba c6 ghét Viét Co.g khong ?

— Ghét ché, chiing né bin toi, téi khdng gh#t sao
dwgc, ching né bdn thing ci nha toéi ra niea kia,
khdng thé thwong duge ching né.

— Ba mudn chiing t6i tra thu cho ba khéng ?

— Bin thdy me chiing n6 cho toi.

- Bay gio ba phai giup chung toi.

Ky cuc thiét, gap ai cling doi giup, ma giup cai gi mai
dwoc chd, mu Tu cli nhd tham. Pan 6ng con

trai cA ddng ma cir doi ba gia bénh tat gimp do.
My Tw ctii 1d¢ ddu :

— T0i yéu dudi ldm cic o6ng oi, t6i ddu en lam
duge gi dé gidp cac Ong,

— Chiing t0i khong dam nh¢ ba gidp nhidu. ®hoéng
nho ba lam gl h&t, ba gitp chiing téi vE tinh thin,
Lai tinh thdn nira, cAi nha nay 6ng lai néi cmuyén
kho nghe rdi, nhung mu ling yén xem anb fa néi
gi nira. Anh ta noi tiép ;

— Xin ba cho biét quin s8 Viét Cong & trorg nay
khodng bao nhiéu ?
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Mu Tw ciii ngdi bat day:

— Lam gi ¢c6 quan sg, c6 Vigt Cong thoi,

Ngudi i quan chita 101 :

— Da Viét Cong do6, bao nhiéu thiing linh Viél
Cong ?

—_ b, 6ng néi vy c6 phai d& nghe hon khéng, ong
n6éi gi mad kho khiin qua, ddu cé nhiéu, khodng
sdu biy thing dém hom qua chiing chay lac vao
day.

— Chi c6 sdu hiy thiing thoi 4 ?

— Da, chi c6 thg, toi bAo ddm ma, 18i néi sai cho
tr&i danh toi di.
- Trong xdm nay con nhiéu dan ching khéng ?
- Chay hét roi, chic l1a khong con ai, xdm nay

dau c6 d6ng nguoi, t6i bidt mat h&t ma.

— Xo0m nay c6d duong ndo khae ra nira khong?
— Xém cut, chi c6 mdi con duong nay dé dan
ching qua lai théi.

— Chic chén vay chi ?

— Troi cdi 6ng nay noi méi thiét ky, 6ng khéng
tin t6i con hoi toi lam chi vay ca.

Ngwoi st quan twoi cudi :

— Chiing toi xin 16i ba, dugc, ching toi sé vao bit
Viét COng cho ba coi.

— Ching né cod sung d6 coi chirng.

Ngudi sT quan vé vao bédng sing cia minh :
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~— T6i ciing c6 sting vay.

Mu Tu cui nhin khiu sing sdu ctua ngudi si quan

lic ddu :

— Suiing 6ng ngfin qu4, toi th¥y sing cla ching dai

hon nhidu, dan nhiéu thiét 14 nhiu vdy do6, dan

deo ciing minh.

Nguoi st quan thfy vui vui khi néi chuyén véi

ngwdi dan ba, anh ta vui vé :

— Ba dirng lo, bon chung t6i dong ngwdi ma, bigt
bao nhiéu la sung, cé ca sung I&n nira, l1at nira ba coi
tui tdi bat chdng nd, thdi bay gid ba ngdi

vao chd khu#t, t&i dfing kia #in com, chic ba chua

in com.

Mu Tw cui th&y nguwdi linh nay tir t€ d& thwong qua,
khong nhu m#y thiing Viét Cong vira roi, ba vui
vé di toi ddm linh dang ngoi din udng, bon linh moi
ba #n com om x6m, ho kéu ba 13 m4d, héi thim ba

khong ngét miéng. Ngudi si quan di toi bd chi

huy thao k& hoach t4n cong.

Troi dd t6i héin, cAnh quin chia ra 1am nhi8u todn
bit cac 18i nghi ngd dich c6 the rit lui, may truy&n

tin hoat ddng'khong ngirng, mu Tw chi nghe thdy

toan nhitng ti€ng la tai, mu dwece 1énh di chuyén

d&n mot noi khong xa muc tiéu tdn céng bao xa,

nhung an ninh hon,

Trong x6m beun Viét Cong thinh thoéng lai bin ra
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mot trang dan do d&m. Bdng chidc xe ¢ ghn mdy
phong thanh 1&n ti€ng kéu goi can binh Viét Cong
ra diu hang, ti&ng loa gay git de doa:

— Cac anh da bi bao vAy, mau mau buong sting ra
hang s& duwge ching téi kh oan liong, hdy mau mau
budng sing, chi con ndm phut nita, nim phit cho
mang s8ng c@ia cac anh... Bon phit nita...

Loi kéu goi duge dap lai biing mot biing AK ron
rd, may phong thanh vin nhén nai kéu goi. My Tu
ciii m& to m#t quan sat, mu chwa bao gio duwge coi
danh tran, mu lo ling, hdi hop, mu nghén ¢6 nhin
v& phia nhiA minh, mu rua riy néi véi mot nguoi
linh sing hom tay:

= Ong oi dirngb&n chay nha téi nghe. (6i nghiép
toi chi ¢6 méi mot ciin nha.

Nguedi linh [Am 1i, mit anh sit lai, anh khong tra
1&i my Tw cti, anh hiing qua duwong, cling cac ban
dong doi ti€ng lin vao irong hém, M4y phong
thanh bong im ling. Mot trai sdng duwgce bin vot lén
trdri, Anh sdng choi lda bau tedi. Sing héng nd ran,
ti€ng thét xung phong vang doi. Mu Tw ciii nhdm
nghién mit, bit chit tai, chui ddu vao mét bac
teérng canh muy. Saog lén sing nhé thi nhau nd,
ti€ng la hét, ti€ng dan rit Ién ddu mu veo veo, tiéng
bwéce chan rdm rdp phong qua ddu muy, tidug sing
nd ran, ti€n din vao trong x6m, sing nd lirng
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chap, hda chau bin lién ti€p 1&n tréi h&t trai nay
d&n trai khac, mic diu xa muc tién {%n cong
muy Tuw cihi cling nfim bep di khdong d4m ngé
diu ddy, ti€ng sung nd nghe o ca taj, mu
c6 cAm tudng nguwoi ta bin nhau ngay sat bén
tai my, mu lo ldng cho cin nha ctia minh, chic
hin céin nha clia mu &3 n4t ra nhe twong, thoi roi
bao nhiéu md hoi nwéde mit trong phit chde tan
tanh ra may khéi, mu hdi hian vi di mach cé linh
Viét Cong nuip trong xém, Mu nghi dén cong lao
cia minh mu ti&c ctia, my tdm tac khoéc,

Tr4n ddnh nhau di&n ra sudt d¢m, gin sdng ngudi
sT quan h6i hom t&i bén canh muy twoi cudi :

— Xong rdi bac 3, chung toi bél song dugc ba (én,
gi€t ch&t bdn 1¢n, x6m nha d% dugc gidi phong

hoan toan, cong lao nay la do bac phéin 1on, thigu
ta (idu doan truwdng mudn gip bac d& cém on,
Mu Tw cii hoi ngay :

— C4i nha ctia t6i c6 sao khéng?

— Khong sao ca, chi c6 vai nha trong x6m bi hu
hai nhe, ching tdi rit thin trong trong cong viét
tho thanh VC, ¢8 tranh gy thiét hai cho déng bao,
chung toi khong dung sing lén nén bit ching né
md&i lau.

Ngudisi quan d& mu Tw cui day, dwa d€n truée
mit 6ng thidu ta tidu doan truwdng. Ong thi¥u tdla
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mét ngudi to 16m, ten, c6 b$ ria mép rdm rit, éng
ta nidm n& moi mu Tu chi ngdi xudng mol thiing
dan:

— Chiing t6i cdm on bac dd cung cp tin ttre cho
quéan d6i rdt chinh xdc, xém nha ta bay gid khong
coOn béng mot thang VC nao.

Ong thi&u ta ra lénh cho nguoi st quan diéun ba
ngudi tu binh ra:

— Co6 phai m3y thding nay khong bac ?

My Tuw cti nhén dién :

— DPang, chiing né ¢4, cdi thdng nay tinh bin to6i
héi hom .

Mu chi mét théing Vigt COng bi trdi giat canh khiyu
ngdi xom duréi A4t :

— N6 40, hdm qua cac 6ng khéng dén le thi né da
bin ch&t toi rdi.

— Bac c6 ghét Viét Cong khong ?

- Sao lai khong ghét, t6i thu chung nd, chung né pha

lang xém, t6i day bdo chung diéu hay 1&
phai, ching noé tréd miit tinh b&n t6i nita ché, céi

quin b#t nhan bac ac.

Mét ngwdi mic quin 4o linh nhuwng khéng mang
sung (irng gin d6 ghi chép lia lia vao mot cadn
sd tay, mot ngwdi khac deo triwée bung cai may gi
dé day nheg long thong di ndt cai dng bing sit
vao mi¢ng my,
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Ngudi ghi chép ti€n lai canh mu ¢

— Xin phép bdc lam on cho chiing toi bi&t qui
danh ?

— Ha chi néi gi vay?

—- Da thwa tén bac la gi ?

— Tha, Nguyén thi Tha, ma cac onghdi tén 16ilam
gl vay ?

Mot nguwoi man mén trd 1o

— Thuwa bdc, bdc 1a mdl ba gia anh biing, mot
ngudi chéng Cong triét dé, thinh giA dai chung toi
cin dwgc bidt bac, nghe nhitng 161 ludng thuat clia
bac, xin béc vui long trd 161 nhitng cAu hdi riia
ching toi. Thuwa béc dong co nao khi€n bac thu

ghiét gide COng ?
v Mﬁy ong nay dn ndi thiédt kjf cuc, cdc Ong naoi gi

ma tdi khéng hiéu gi rdo ?

Ngucoi phdéng vién dai phat thanh vui ve, di cdi ong

ndél vao miéng minh :

— Thwa qui thinh gid, ba gia Nguyén thi Tha la
moOt nguwdi ban chit vo san, vé san dén d) khong
hidu ndi nhitng cAu néi thong thudng ctia phéng
vién ban dai, khéng mot 1y do nao hung hén hon
dé chirng minh réing ba Tha ding la giai cdp ma
ngudi Cong sdn tirng loi dung danh nghia gii
phong d¢ gay nén cudc chi€n tranh twong tan nay.
Vay ma ngay hom nay, mdt ngudi vé sén nhu ba
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Tha 43 1&n ti€ng t& cdo toi 4c clia COHng Sin vong
ban, xin mdi qui thinh gid nghe chinh I&i ba Tha
t8 c4o hanh déng d&2 man ctia bon Viét Cong da ddi
xtr tAn nhAn vé&i ba, bAt nguén cho nguyén nhan
khi&n ba Tha gitdp quén d(}i qudc gia ha s4t bdn tén
Viét Cong va b3t s8ng ba ién trdn chui trdn nhiii
trong x6m ba. Thwa ba tai sao ba lai ghét Viét
Cong ?

— Tai bon chiing ph4 lang phd xém.

~ Chiing n6 c6 ph4 gi cua ba khéng ?

— S&o khong, chiing n6 biun thiing ca nha téi, cdi
nha clia 16i x4y duwng 'rén md héi nirée mit ché
c6 di #n cdp 4n trO6m cua ai dau.

— Thuwa bac, ngoai c4i vu phd nha bde, chiing con
danh dap bac khoéng?

— N6 ma danh cho thi phwéc, né khong danh ché
— Thwa né khoéng dénh ?

— N6 tinh bén t6i, bda ludn ciin nha cla toi, toi
yéu dudi, may phuwéc c6 anh em quan d6i d&n
kip ch¢ khong téi ch&t roi.

— Tai sao chiing né !ai mudn b%n bac ?

— Ai bigt duge, t6i no' 1o phai quily cho ching né
nghe, chiing né khong nghe thi ché lai tinh gidt
téi, miy cai thing méit day, khong cha khong me.
Mot ngudi khéc chup hinh mu Tw cii lia lia, mu
Tw ciii cAm d9ng, mu thim khen tai sao lai coé
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nhidu ngrdi t6t d&n (h€. Ong thifu t4 méi mu ubng
motly ca phé méi pha, &n mdi khic banh mi thit
hop.

Ong thi%u t4 hdi: K
— B4c ¢6 cdn tin curr khdi noinady khéng ?

— To6i khong di dau he&t, toi & lai coi nha,

" — Vaybéc c6clin chiing 16i gitp d& gl khong ?

Mu Tuw ciii cudi, nhe ham riing kh#p khénh :

— Cac 6ng mudn cho gi toi thi cho, mdy hom ray
c6 lam dn gl duge dau.

— Bé4c th#y bdnh mi nay dwgc khong ?

— Ngon, ngon ché,

Ngudi Thidu tA mim cudi, ra 1énh cho mdt ngurdi

binh si ditrng canh :
— Anh di 18y thém bdnh mi va it @3 hop cho ba %y.

Mu Tw chi di theo ngudi linh, anh ta danh khiéng
thung d6 hop cho my, mu ludén miéng cdm on,
ngudi y t4 thdy chian mu ghé 16 cho mu it thudc
bot, bOng gon :

— Xin bi&u béac xire, c¢6 dip chiing téi di qua day
chiing toi s€ chira chay cho béc.

Mu T cai cAm doéng, sudt doi mu chwa bao gid
duge ai ddi xir t&t vé6i mu nhw bon ngudi nay,
chira ai chiu néi chayén nhi€u v&éi mu, ngudi ta
khinh mu, mic diu mu chra lam hai ai. My Tuw
cii rrng reng nude mit, mu nghen ngao néi ;
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Z Cém omn chc ong, cdc Ong 451 xie voi 101 tir tﬁ
qui, cac ong con & lai ddy khong ? :
— Da thwa bac ching chau phai di, tinh hinh
chwa yén.

Mu Tw cui bdng thfy budn budn trong bung, hai
giot nréc mit mu chay dai trén go ma nhin nheo.
Mot ngudi linh an i :

— Thoéi béac dirng budn, tinh hinh yén réi dong
bdo lai v&€, x6m nay lai vui vé nhw ngay xua,

Mu Tu cti lic ddu thd dai, mu di theo ngudi linh
khiéng d5 v& cho nha mu. Nhitng ngwdi linh 1én
xe, cA m&y ngudi tu binh ciling dugc dAy lén theo,

doan xe chuy&n banb. Nhitng ban tay viy lai cho
mu Tw cui, my Tw cui {dp ténh chay ra I8 duong

viy theo, cho d€n khi mu khong con nhin thiy
doan xe, mu thdy nhu long minh m#t mat mét cai
gi qui gi4 lim. Mu gat nwéc mit bin thin trd vao,
muyu nhin vao trong x6m hoang ving. nhin ra bd
song quanh qu&, mu bit gip xdc théing nhd bi xir
bin chi®u hom qua, chdn tay co quiip, mit vin
ngtra lén tr&i, mot ban tay véi lén,

Budi sing nfing 1én ruc r& ngoai by séng. Mu Tu
clii (r& v& nha, mu s& vao tirng vét dan duc thang
vadch nha my, t&m vach dwgc chiip v biing nhiing
mi®ng tén, mi€ng sit thung diu hoi, do chinh ban
fay my dgng nén, Mu Tw cui nghi d€n chuyén sira
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chita lai cin nh4, sau vu ddnh nhau ndy mu s€ son
phét Jai dang hoang, mu twéng tweng d€n miu
son, mu mim cwdi, mu dd th¥y hai long 18m rdi.
Tinh hinh ngay hom nay co6 vé ling diu hon hém
qua, nhung ti€ng sing van con dau do,
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X A C ch#t trirong ph¥nh mui hdi thdi xong 1én
nong nic, mu vang chay ra tir nhitng vét thuong
h#p din dam rudi nhiing, Troi ning gay git, anh
nfing thiéu ddt cai xac cht t&éi ngay thir ba, khign
x4c chét xdm lai, hai mit nan nhdn hdm séu,
ring nhe ra vang kheé,

Gi6 s6ng 15ng 10ng dwa miui héi thdi xéng Ién
ndng niic khip mdt ving. PAm dan chay g'ic di
ldc ddc tré v&, trwdce khi vdo x6m ho phai di qua
nha mu Tw cui, ho nhin th3y xdc ch€t ndm & by
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séng. ho bit miii chay & qua,

Mit tran ngudi din, nhitng trang sing nay chi con
thwra thot, c6 1€ yén dé€n noi. Nhirng nhéan vién vé
sinh van chwa c6 thi gio di thau lwom h&t xdc chét
nén xac ch&t nady vin ndm chinh inh & day. Mu
Tw cii nhirc d4u nhirc 6c vi miti héi haAm, nhung
mu khéng thé lam cach ndo dwgce, sudt ngay mu
bit miii bing chiéc kh#in thm diu Khuynh Diép,
vy ma mu con mudn nén oe.

My Tw cui 1&m biim chiti thg, mu 18 ra khoi
giwyng, mu ra ctra dirng nhin x4c ch€t ngoai bo
song, mu nghi ra mdt cdch hay la minh h#t c4i xdc
chét xudng sdng cho yén, dé mii day chiu gi ndi

cho.
Mu Tuw cui 1im chdm di ra phia by séng, mu bit

ch.it miii nin thd. Xdc ch&t bat ddu rira ndt, rudi
nhing ddu den kit, mu th#y ghé t&ém, minh 14y c4i
gi ma hit cai xdc nay di, khong 1€ moé tay vao, cé
ma cui ludn.

Mu Tuw cui dang ngim nghi, chgt mu nghe thiy
ti€ng d0ng phia sau minh, mu quay phét lai, mot
ngudi dan ba dang ti€n d€n, tay cling bit miii Mu
Tuw (i nhén ra ngudéi quen trong xém. Ngudi dan

ba ngd xdc chét, roi ngé mu ra diéu héi han, Mu
Tu cbi ra hiéu cho ngwdi dan ba theo minh v& nha,

Ngudi dan ba van it cdi khidin trén miii: -

34 nguyén thuy long

https://tieulun.hopto.org



— Cé phii Viét Cong bi bin ch&t khong ?

— Khéng biét, nhung c6 di8u théing cha nay lam
chét hai ngudi linh nén ho xi& bén,

— Vay dung 1a Viét Cong roi con gi.

— Khi xir bin né kéu oan,

— Thiing ndo ma chéa kéu oan, chiing n6 viy ca.
Ngwoi dan ba md hé chi€c khin, phun mdt bai
nudc bot:

— Hoi qué chirng, n6 chét dwgc miy ngay roi?
— Hém nay la ngay thir ba.

— Khong c6 ai t&i nhén xéc & ?

- Chang thay ma nao hét, tdi dang tinh tong cdi xac nay

xuodng song.
— Ay ché, lam viy coi khong ('ﬁr/qc chit nao, théi

chiu khé ch¢ s& vé sinh, téi s& di kéu, nhan tién
h&t luéon m3y cdi xdc trong x6m, ngay truwréc nha
téi méi dc cho.

Mu Tw ctii c6 vé khong bing long :

— Che¢ bigt d&n bao gio, hoi thdi qu4 réi.

— To6i s€ mang voi bot ra ric vo.

Nguoi dan ba ord vao trong x6m, mot 1at sau ba ta
tré ra xach theo m¢t thiing véi bét, trao cho my
Tuw ciii :

— Chi ra ric di, téi di kéu ngudi d€n hét,

Nguwoi dan ba quiy qua di, my Te cii lym cym
xdch thang voi bot ra phia xdc ch&t. Nguyén mot
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thang voi bot ric vé xac chét ma hdu nhu khéng
thim thap vao dau, chét nuéc vang & ngudi nan
nhin hit mot lodng wét hét rdo, bay gid thi miu
vOi ngd sang mau vang nhé nhé. Mui hoi thdi 4o
di phdn nao. Troi vé chidu, ngudi trd vé xé6m
mdi lic mdt déng, ho bu 18y mu hdi thim tiu tit -
— Khong sao ca chir ?

— Cédm on khéng sao, ciing nhod m3y 6ng linh
cho khéng mily thing Viét Cong 4c 6n gi&t toi rdi
con dau, ching no6 tan 4c dd man lim cac Ong
céc ba oi.

Mu Tw ciii thi vi, bay gid mu tha h8 néi chuyén
voi moi ngudi, ai cling chim chi dirng nghe mu

no6i, mu tré& nén mot con ngudi cd «gid triv, Nhit
1A bon con nit khodi nghe mu ta lai tran t4n céng

ban dém cia linh Qudc Gia vao x6m tiéu digt Cong
San,

Béng mot ngudi dan 6ng hdi muy :

— Chi 1a Nguy@n thi Tha phaikhoéng ?

Mu Tw cti ngac nhién :

— Sao ong biét tén toi ?

— Béo chi dibg tum lum, dai phat thanh ciing n6i
v thanh tich cua chi nita.

— To6i lam gi dadu ma cé thanh tich ?

—Ngudi ta phong chi 1a anh hiing, 13 ba gia gidt
gisic, chi dd c6 cong ciru mét tidu doan va huong
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din quan doi gi®t gific tong x6m nha.

Mu Tw Cui chodng vang ch ngudi vi su ndi tiéng
b&t '&r ctia minh, mu 14p bép :

— T¢i t0i qua, t6i lam duge gi dau.

— Thiét ma, ai néi choi véi chi lam chi, dai phat
thanh néi cho bd... dé toi s€ ki€m to bao 6 ding
hinh chi dwa chi coi.

T#t cA moi ngudi c6 miit & d6 d€u nhin my bing con
mat khac thuong. Cé ngudi con néi le qua ta. Mu Tu
cui lui lai dugc dip ndi chuyén tia lia, mu khoe

khoang thanh tich ctia minh, them nhi mu Tw cui
hom nay nghet ngudi. Ai cling mudn nhin mu rd

hon tim chan twéng mu. Mét ngurdi néi :

— To6i ¢c6 nghe chi chui Viét Cong trén dai phat
thanh.

Mu Tw ciii cudi sung sudng :

— Ua, chiri thiy me chiing ché, ngh® cla téi ma
ba con,

Moi ngudi cudirii ruoi vl cAdu noi duyén ddng ciia
mu Tuw cii. ‘

Pang lic mei ngudi n6i chuyén vui vé, chiéc xe
di h8t xac ch&t chay téi, dam lao cong dirng trén
xe nhdy a0 xudng, nguwoi ndo ngudi ndy miéng bit
khin, trong thing xe c6 chét dim bay xéc ch&t thdi
rinh, chdn tay léu nghéu. Bém dong hi€o kv 1éi
ngod vao thung xe, bon lao cong chay ngay xudng
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b& séng lam vide, chi nim phut sau ho ¢4 khiéng
duwgc xac chét quing 1én xe, xong xuéi ho vé trong
x6m khiéng ndt mly xac ch&t Viél Cong, phiit chde
chi€c xe diy xac ngudi. MOt ngudi lic d3u:

— Bon chét tré b4t dic ky tir nhu vy linh 1im 46,
& x6m nay ciing phdilo ciing ki&ng,

Chi#c xe chuy&n banh v& huéng thanh ph8, chan
tay ngudi chét thod ra ngoadi thiung xe lic lu. Pdm
dong hi€u ky ai lo v& nha ndy don dep. Dan trong
x6m d&n méi lic mot dong ddo, khi tréi chang
vang t8i moi ngudi da vé dong di. May m#n khong
c6d ai lam sao.

Troi xdm xAm t8i bdng c6 mdt ngudi dan ba hét

hai chav d8n bé& song. toc tai ba ta bo phé. miit
mili nhem nhuée, la 18i :

— Con t6i d4u, troi oi con t6i dau roi ?

Ngudi dan ba gio khéc k& 18 :

— Con tdi, troi oi con toi, xac né ai 18y di d4u rdi,
céc 6ng cdc ba c6 bi&t ngudi ta mang xdc né di
dAu khong, lam on chi cho toi.

Mu Tu cui dang ngodi &n com, bé chén diia dirng
day ra ngodi, mu hoi ngudi dan ba :

— Cé&i xac chét & bd s0ng nay 14 con chi ha ?

__ Da con 16i, n6 dau rdiha ba ?

— HOoi sdng ngudi ta hot di réi, nhung tai sao chi
lai bi&t 1a con chi ?' |
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— Méi hdi chidu nay cé ngudi v& noéi véi 16,
ding né ma, n6 mét tich m3y ngay hém nay.

— Tdicd coi vu xir bdn 56 ne, phai né ¢6 mic cai
40 xoc xanh khong ?

— DBiing roéi t0i nghiép con t6i, n6 ddu co lam gi
nén toi.

— No khong phaila Viét Conga ?

— Troi of, oan cho no, ba no 14 Jinh, anh noé ciing
di linh, n6é lam sao ma di theo Viét Cong cho duoec.
— Viay ma ngudi ta noi no la Viét Cong ddy, bhod
né khong c6 gidy to gi rdo sao ?

— (6 ché, nhung ¢6 diéu nd trdn quan di ch.

Mu Tu cui k& lai tir du d&€n cudi vu x& bén thiing
bé, ngudi dan ba khoc loc tham thiét, ba ta ngdi
bét ngay xudng chd xdc thing bé ndm ch&t cao
cdu dit cat :

— Con o1i con, con ddu xanh di lAm nén toi tinh
gi ma con chiu ch#t tham vdy con, m4 nudi ning
con ci hai chyc nim troi con chwa kip nén nguéi
con di phai bo ba ma ra di, troi ddt oi con t6icod
toi tinh gi...

Ngudi dan ba vira khoc loc vira chivi boi khong
ti€c 1o, ba talin 1on dudi d4t, mu T chi danh
dirng nhin, mu ciing thdy ngam ngui lay, mot vai
nguoi trong x6m ra khuyén gidi ba ta :

— Théi bubdi chi€n tranh hon tén mii dan, ba
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&irng budn khd 1am chi, thoi v& lo cing kidng cho
né dugce giai thoat.

Ngwoi dan ba dd chiu ngdi day, chii nrée mit
L Chc 6ng céc ba coi t6i c6 thd xin lai x4c né chéo
cit khong ?
Mot nguroi dan-ong ra vé hidu bidt tra 1oi lién :

— To6i thdy ngudi ta n6i miy xac ché€t vo thua
nhén nha nwéc dem thidu di hodc chon viao mot
hé tap 1hé, ba c6 tim ciing vo ich.

Mot ngudi khac khuyén:

.— Thoi ba v& lo ciing ki&n cho né di, néu cé tién
thi lap cho né mot cai miéu & day di.

Sau con than khéc nguoi dan ba lai k& 18, ba ta
no6i dén nhitng dirc tinh tdt clia dira con:

— Trong miy anh em né 12 thficg hi&n lanh nhit

~ nha, ci ngay khong néi mot ti€ng biéu lam sao né

theo Viét Cong cho dugc. Pém hdm qua nam ngu toi
mo thay né vé khoc 16c vdi toi, ngudi dé dam
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mau

— Vay thil né linh ldm 46 ba a,

— C8 ging lap cho n6 mot cadi midu di.

— Da toi s€ ¢ giing, n6 chdt bat dit ky t& kh6 ma
siéu thodt duwge.

Mg Tuw cui nhanh nhéu:

— Ba cir 1ap c4i mieu di, 18i t5i t6i ra thip nhang
cho nd, con ba ciing nhu con t6i viy ma.

40 nguyén thuy long

— Da cdm on ba c6 1dng *8t.

— Khong ¢6 chi loan lac chi em gitip nhau ma
Ngudi dan ba cwong quyét :

— DPuge nh3t dinh ngay mai 16i s& cho ngudi dén
l4p cho n6 mot cai miéu & day. __
Nguwdi dan ba ¢6 vé cam linh dic biét voi mu Tu
ciii, ba ta lau nwéc méit, hoi mu Tw cui:

— Nha ba & d4u ?

Mu T citi chi cin nha clia minh :

— Ngay kia, h6m bfin cu &y c6 t6i coi tir diu dén
cudi ma.

— Ba & day tién qua, t8i t8i thip nhang giim con
toi, toi sé dua ti€n cho ma sal.
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III‘

TRO’I t3i, mu 'Iitl' cui lgm chgm ra khdi nha,
tréntay mu cim ba nén nhang mu téi cai miéu cim
vdo trong cai lon sita bd, mui nhang téa ra thom
ngat mu dirng trieée midu lam rdm kh#n vdi .

— Nhé oi, mdy pho ho cho tao lam #in kh@m kha.
tao mua nai chudi vé& cing may, hoi nay tao ket
quid, m4 may di liu khong th#y d&n, nhwng tao
vAn nhé may méi t8i tao thip nhang cho may déu
d#n, tao thwong may nhu con may bi€t khong ?
Ti€ng kh#n vai cia my Tuw chi nhd dén, khén xong
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mu dirng nhin ra phia b& sOng. gié séng ban dém
mat 16ng long, troi tdi den, duwdng x4 ving vé,
thinh thoang méi ¢6 mot chi€c xe hoi chay qua,
biu h&t 1a xe nha binh chd linh tufin tiu Cai midu
cit bén canh 1& duwéng, dudi mot gée cAy canh la
xum xué, cich noi thing bé bi bin ch&t hdi haj
thang trwéc chirng nam thude,

Cai mi&u don so, dwge dung 1én biing nhitng mi&ng
g6 thuing sitra bo do ngudi me thwong con, phia
trong miéu co6 hinh thing nhd duwgc 1ong ki&ng.
mot bat nhang béng lon sita bd son d6. Tir mét
thdng nay ngudi me nan nhankhong con d€n nira,
hinh nhw ba ta d8 ngdi din dau khd, ba ta phiilo

lam #n. Chi céon lai mu Tw ciii cir t8i 4&n lai ra
mi8u thip nhang kh3n vai, tir khi c6 c4i midu nay

mu ciing & budn, mu c¢6 chuyén d& nghi d&n,
sudt ngdy mu ngodi & clra chon 16ng ga, nhan tién
trong chirng con nit khdng cho chiing pha phach
cdi miéu, bon nhd & x6m nay rén mit, mit day,
chiing hay ra cdi cAy canh mi8u choi, cé thiing
con leo I&én cdy vach cu dai vot ciin cAu qua midu,
mu Tuw cui chiti khan cad giong, chiing cang choc
mu di¥. Bénh hay chiti ciia mu lai tai phat, 18i
x6m xa lanh mu nhur ngay nao, ho khéng con
mudn rdy vdo mu nira, ngudi ta cling quén ludn
‘hanh tich ba gia gi&t gidc cia my, my Tu cui
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burc boi vi khong con ai cdn nédi d&n mu nira, dai
phat thanh khong con ding mu d& tuyén truy&n
nita, giic di lui xa thanh phd, nén thanh tich cia
mu ciing chim theo. Gié¢i nghiém tré lai 12 gié nha
héi truede 1€t Mau Than,

Mu Tw cii dirng ngéim nghia cii midu, cdi mitu
cdy khong son phét coi lam nham khong dep chuiit
nao h&€t, ma thim nhi, n€u c6 ti®n mu s& mua son
dé son cho thiét dep, hdm truéc mu céd A8 nghi
v&i bA me nan nhéan, ba ta dm 1 roi t&éi hdm nay
cling khong thly d€n. Con ngudi thiét 1a vo tinh,
md&i khéc 16c¢ thim thi€t d6 ma d& quén ngay roi.
Mu Tu cti dang suy nghi lan man vé miu son céi
miéu béng mu gidt minh vi c6 ti€ng chan téi canh
mu, 4 con nhd thg may trong xém di lam vé. Con
nhd khoéng queo vao x6m, nang téi bén canh muy,
mu nhin thy nu cwdi nang trong béng t8i moé mo,
nang moi dén x6m nay & dwgc miy ngdy nay, gia
dinh nang thu¢c hang ngheéo khé, ngudi cha dap
xich 16, ba me ban ché dau xanh b{t lgc nwéc dira,
ho di sudt ngay.

Nang t&i canh mu @

— Béacchwa di ngh 42

P lau mu Tw ciii méi cé6 mot ngudi hoi han dén,
mu hén hoan ;
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— HAy con sbm ma cd.

Nguoi thidu nir nhin cai miéu:

— Bo bac c6 ba con v&i ngudi ch&t ndy sao?

— Ba con gl d4u co, thdly thing nho ch&t tham thi
toi thrroug tinh vay thoi tdi nghiép ch&t oan ché&t tre.
Ngudi thiu nit hinh nhr mudn kéo dai cau chuyén:
— Bac thiét la ngudi t8t,

Mu Tur cui sung swéng, mu hén hoan ti€p tuc caun
chuyén:

— Co6 gi d4u, minh lam phuéc ma.

Nguei thidu nit 0 md hon :

— Béc & day lau chwa ?

— Lau 1m rdi, tir ngay c4i xom ndy méicé6 miy

nha, bay gi» dong duc vay do6 co.
— Béc c6 chdng con gi khong ?

Mu Tuw cii chdn nln:

— Thoéi n6i d&€n chuyén chdng con 1am gi cho thém
chén cb 0i, séng mot minh vdy khde’ gia minh cé
ch&t nha nwée cling khong dé thdi ra ma sq, sé ve
sinh s& d&n hdt di nhw thing nhd nay, thing chdng
toi, tréri oi thiét 12 cai théng trdi danh bé bdi, toi
dudi no d&i tir 14u réi co A,

Ngudi thi€u nit cuwdi khinh khich ;

— Béc lam vay khong s¢ chdng bic budn sao ?
— Thay ké no6 ché, téi ddu c6 lAmei ma nuoi néd
hoai dugc, sudt ngay rugu ché bé tha, v& nha né

46 nguyén thuy long

https://tieulun.hopto.org



con @4nh t6i 1€y tidn di #4nh bae nira ché, t6i chin
khong ndi, téi phdi dudi né di, bay gio khong
bi&t n6 & dau, khong chirng né chét rai ciing nén,
Téi vai troi cho n6 ch& luén, cai gidng gi ma
thwong khong ndi cho,

— Béac khéng c6 con a ?

— Khoéng, phii chi t6i c6 m¢t dira thi sung swéng
hiét may,

Nguoi thidu nit lai cwdi :

— Toi lam con béc, bac chiu khéng ?

Mu Tw cui nhin ngud¢i thi€u ni, nhin thit k§
vao nang :

— Toi nghiép t6i ma, cd noéi choi lam chi vdy ?

— N€u t6i noi thiét thi sao ?
— Toéi dhu dwge cai hAn hanh viy cd, téi gia nua

x¥u xi, ngheo khd.

— T6i c6 hon gl ba d4u, minh ciing nghéo khd voi
nhau, minh qui m&n nhau la chuyén thwédng ma,
lau 1au téi chay qua chay lai thim vigng ba...

Mu Tuw ciii ctii gdm mit, mu cAm dong, bao nhiéu
ndm qua roi, bdy gio mu méi duwge modt ngudi noi
véi mu nhirng cAu chén tinh, mu khéng ddm nhin
vio thdng mit ngudi con gii, nhung trong long
mu diang 1én mdt ni¥m cdm men sAu xa, My nguée
l1én nhin fréi dém

— Ilinh nhw khuya 1&m rdi d6 c6 ?
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— Da toi v&, mai mdt téi ra thim bédc nhé.

— Da co vé.

Ngudi thidu nir quay leng di, nang lan vao trong
bong dém, mu Tw cui nhin theo, mu bang hoang.
Ngwoi thi€u nit ding trirée cira nha minh, cdnh
cira khép, trong nha t3i om om, nang kh& diy canh
cira, bdng trong bong t8i co ti€ng ngudi noi :

— C6 Ba d6 phai khong ?

— Da toi, ai d6?

— Anh Niim day.

Ngui thi€u nit vao héin trong nha, nang quen thudc
véi 181 xuft hién ctia anh Nim, 1o nao anh N#m
d&n ciling vao budi tdi, ngwdi dan ong va nguoi dan

ba ma nang dwgc lénh nhén lam cha me déu phai
viang mit, Nang chwa bao gi¢ dwgc nhin ré miit

anh Ném, nang chi bi€t anh Ndm 1a moét nguai to
16n va c¢6 v&1&n tudi. LAn nao anh Niim d&n, anh
cling & lai cin nha nay sudt dém véi nang, va di
nhién nang phai chi®u suw @i héi ctia anh, anh ra
di kbi tr&i chwa sang r6 mit nguwdi.

Anh nim ngdi trén di viing, anh ta goi nhd :

— Lai dAy em, & déng civa lai d4.

Nguoi thi¥u nit duge kéu la Ba ngoan ngofin 1am
theo 16 anh N#m, khi nang ngdi xudng di ving
vong tay anh Ndm choang 18y vai nang:

— Saoem, cOng tac ciia em di d&€n dau roi?
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— Da lam thAn véi con me cui rdi,

— Em nén cln than.

— Dakhong cé gi ddng nguy hiém 1im,

— Em cdn phai d& cao cinhgidc, dirng qua khirh
dich, em nén nhé& mu ta 1a mot ké rit ngny hiém.
Ba cuwdi nhe, anh Ndm chinh ngay :

— B¢ em khong tin mu ta 12 ngudi nguy hi®m sao ?
Ba néi ngay :

— Thiét tinh em chwa dwgc rd mu ta nguy hidm
& chd nao, nhung qua cAu chuyén vira réi mu néi
voiem, em thiy muyla mot ngudi dan ba thwong
18dm,

— Em tin vay?

— Da, em nghf ring nhdn xét cia em khong dén
noi té lam.

Anh Ni#m té vé thit vong :

— Anhk khong dé c6 diép vién xu#t sic nhit cha
mat khu Ba Thu lai ngdy tho qua vay, c6 thg em
1im 1&n ch& cfp chi huy em khéng thé 1dm lin,
moOt mu dan ba tim thwéng nhw vay, taisao lai
phii cir anh t6i day thudng xuyén, em da biét anh
chi chuyén mon lam &un nhitng vu lon.

-~ Véy vu nay la vu 1&6n sao anh ?

— Ddng 1€ ra em kho g dwge hoi anh caudy, em
phii ty hidu 14y, anh mudn em digu tra thatk§y
cAﬁg v& muy, bao cdo cho anh, n€u khong bao nhiéu
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co s& cla ta & viing nay s€ v& hét vé tay mu, hai
t6 diic cong cha ta lrong x6m nay dd v& réi do,
mu nguy trang that khéo léo d& dién d& khuing,
nhung 1a mét ké r&t nguy hiém.

Ba ling thinh, nang c& tim cai nét diép vién & con
ngudi mu T cii, nhung nang khong tim thdy mét
chit nghi ngéd nao, ngoai thanh tich «ba gia gidt
gidc» ciia mu hdi T& Mau Than, néu la diép vién
nguy higm cilia phia bén kia, khong doi nae ho lai
dai do! mang mu ra la 18i om xom nhw viy chi cé
ngudi ta ding mu lam mot cdi moc dé tuyén truyén
trong nhit thoi. Nang hoang mang vi cbng tic
nang dwoc giao pho, nang cdn dwge da thong tu
tudng khi lam cong tac Ba hoi anh Nim :

— Chic chin c4c anh & trén nghi mu nay ha?

— Chéc ché sao khéng, anh c6 th& noéi thém cho
em rd, con mu nay chi dwgc mdc néi td cdo bay nguoi
anh em minh v&i linh nguy héi tét, mu la nguoi biét
tat ca nhirng ngudi trong xdm, ai mudn

vao xom d8u phai df qua nha my, ngudi clia minh

gai vio xom nay mu d8u bigt hét, nghia la mu
bi&t ngudi nae la, ngudi nao quen..,

Ba cuop loi:

— A em hidurdi, nghTa 1a mu ta 12 mot thir chi

di€m.
— Chinh vay, nhungla {hir chi didm nguy hiém,
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— Ric r8i qua nhi. |

— Em rdng hoan thanh cOng tdc, 18y nhirng tai
liédu that chinh xac vé mu.

Tu twéng cha Ba dd hoan loan dwgc da thong,
nang gat diu:

— Da em s&c8 ging.

— Nhé 1a phai that khéo 1éo ddy.

Anh ndm dirng ddy, béng tdi trong c#in nha nhd
bao chum binh &nh anh Nidm, Ba vdn khong thiy
dugc anh ta, nang d& nghi:

— Em théip m6t ngon dén nhd 1én nhé.

Aoh Nim voi can :

— K}r cho.

Co6 Ba nghe ti€ng cdi 40 x0t xoat, naing m& cénh
clra phia sau nha, gié mat 16ng 16ng, nang nhin thap
thodng trong bong dém thay con séng uén

khiic phia cudi x6m. h_‘

Anh Nim téi phia sau Ba, nang cdm thfy hoi thé
chia anh ta phia sau ¢6 minh, m¢t vong tay rin
chic choang quanh nguéi nang, mét nu hdén im
wot dit trén cd nang, mét chut nwoc bot dinh lai
& dé

Ba go tay anh Ném :

— Cho em tdm mot cai di.

Vong tay anh Nim néi 16ng din, nang quay tré
va~ trong nha tim quin 4o, nang cau nhau trong

.-
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béng t8i :
— T3di md md khong bidt dwdng ndo ma tim,

— Chiu kho di em 3, bao gi¥ gidi phong ndt mign
Nam em th3y mét anh ciing khdng mudn ma.

Ba hir mét ti€ng nhd, nang di tim dwgc quin 4o,
nang lai m& c@ra iré ra budng 13m, froi thiét la
nong vwe. Cin budng tim 14 thién, nang c6 thd
nhin thily bdu troi ddy sao phia trén ddu. Nang
nghe tir xa vong lai ti€ng ca vong ¢ & mot cdi
la do nao do, ti€ng ca kéu goi ngudi & bén kia
chién tuyén tr& v&, tiéng ca chiéu hdi. Nang
dangla ngudi & bén kia chi€n tuy&n. Ba bdn nim
nay nang & véi he, nang nhén nhitng céng tac, di

bdn ndm nang khoéng thiy lai qué hwong., nang
nhé nhitng budi ngdi thuy&n xubi ngugc véicha

me trén khdp song rach mién bau giang. Nhirng
budi téi troi nhw dém pay nang niim trén mui
thuyén nglra mil nhin sao, nang nhwr cdn nghe
ti€ng may chan vit chay i i, (iéng séng v6 vao man
thuy&n, ngay thang &y bay gio xa x6i qua ddi voi
nang roi, chiéc do6 di dim mang theo than xac cha
cha me naog, nang con nghe nhir ddu do ti€ng may
bay, bay lugp trén ddu minh, nhitng trding dan lam
x0i réo miit sdng. Cho d€n bay gi¢ thi nang chua
thé bi&t cudc doi nang sé& té6i dau, nang s8ny nhu
mot ké vo vong, nang phan énb vathi hanh nhu

T
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mét cai mdy, nang tr& thanh mot cong cu, mot con
ho ly cho nhitng k& ma nang chwa tirng higt miit,
gqua mot dém ngi lai cin nha nay, anh Nim, anh
Ba, r6i anh Tw, nang chi bigt ho 14 mét ké dong
chi, nang khong rd gi hon, ho ciing khong cin bi&t
{én ludi that chanang, xong viée rdi di, di luc troi
chwra sang ré mit nguoi.

Mot ndi budn day lén trong long nang, Ba ding
chi&c khin mit budc 16¢ 1én dinh ddu, ndng vic
nuéc trong chau thau xoa lén méat minh, nudc méat
lanh lam nang tinh tao ¢A ngudi. Nang mic mdt
gdo nudc doi lén than thé minh.

Ba bong nghe tiéng may bay truc thang canh canh
trén diu minh, nAng ngtra mit Winlén, bong may
bay lén viit qua, nang nhin thdy nhiing chm dén
xanh dd, nang chgl nhé dén anh linh t8u bay méi
budi t8i khi nang & tiém may v& cit ca ra theo
nang tan tinh, anh chang chiu khé, nhin nai, anh
chang kha dep trai, &n néi duyén dang, ndng chwa
bao gi¢ trd 1&i véi hdn cdu nao, nhwng nang lai
tbdy long minh x8n xang ky la, nang biét dan ong
that nhiéu, nhung nang chwa hé biét yéu duong
1a g1, Iin d4u tién trong doi nang diroc nghe nhitng
clu néi tinh tir d9, 6i nhirng 10i néi ngot ngao nhu
mat ong : Em a sao em té bac véi anh vay, em
'khong néi voi anh mgt ti€ng sao, anh di theo em
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téi t5i ngady hém nay la ngay thir ba mwoi b8n réi,
noéi véi anh mot ii€ng di, em cbiri anh ciing dugec,
ctt chiri anh di...”

Ba nhin vao mi#t g8, nang lai nhé d€n vy chét
thAm cua cha me, ciing nhitng chi€c mdy bay,
hin la linh tau bay, khOng thé dugc, nang nhi

thim :

— Em Ba 0i, sao l4u vy em ?

Ti€ng anh Ndm goi phia trong nha lam tinh com
mo, nang lau ngudi, mic voi quiin 4o, nang khong
bén quin 4o 16t phia trong, nang rii mai téc xudng
‘nang khép cira budng tim di vao nha.

Anh Nim dén nang & cira, anb ta lup chyup 6m I8y
nang, ngudi anh ta néng hoi hdi, nang thoang
ngtri thdy mii md héi dan 6ng, nang g& tay anh
ta ra:

— Khoan ndo anh, anh di tim khéng ?

— Khéi ciin,

Ba hoi kh6 chin v& mii md hoi clia anh, n3ng va
hoi, nang quay mit di trdnh nu hén ciia anh Nim,
nang vin khong g& dugc tay anh, bung nang cham
vao chidt thép lanb, cai siing, Itic ndo anh ta ciing
mang sing. Ba phan d8i mét cach tiéu cyec;

— Khoan nao dau em,

— Chi sting hi em ?

— Da. ) i
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— D& anh bd ra nhé.
Anh N#m 18y kbdu sing ra khoi lung quiin anh
dwa Ba dén bén giwdng, dinu nang ngd xudng
giwong :
— Anh d8 khiu sting & diu giwvdng, anh di khéa
an toan can than roi.
Ba xubi tay. ndng m#c cho anh Ndm mudn lam gi
gi thi lam, nang khdng coo si néng nhiét, nang lai chot
nght dén ngudi linh khéng quén, nght dén vé hao hoa
cGa han.
Cnibéng anh N&m chap chén triée mét nang, nang
nghe hoi thé clia anh, hoi thé hoi lam nang mudn
quay miit di, nhung nang khong thé quay di dwoc,
ban tay anh Nim d¢ 18y khuén mit nang, anh ta
honlén mét 1én mo nang, nang nhdm nghi&n mii,
niang khong con hirng thu gi nira, nang chiu dung
nhu mdt cuwc hinh. -
Ba nin thé&, nang nhur méot k& ngup xudng nuéc
sip kiét sirc, nang dang hét ca sirc tan clia minh
dé diy anh Niém ra,
— Thoi anh.
Nhung nang khong the g& ndi vong tay sidt chic
ciia anh Nim, nahg danh thiac thi, nang khoéng
thdy kho4j cdm, nang chi thdy khé chiu, khé chiu
ngoai sirc chiu dung cia minh, Tiéng néi cua
anh Niim bép tdp :
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— Ngoan n&o em, ngoan ndo d38ng chi.

Ba chiu dung, con chiu dung clia nang diy khd
cuc, cho téi khi anh Ném ndm ldn sang canh nang.
Ba khong néi mét cau, nang mé mit thao lao
nhin trong béng dém day dic, nang khong nhin
r6 mit anh Nidm, nang mé mit dé6 nhung nang
khéng mudn nhin th#y gi, nang khong hiéu hom
nay tai sao nang ky cuc vay, nhi¥rngldn khac cé6 sao
d4u, nang cling chiu dwng, nang coi nhu chuyén tu
nhién, nang khong c6 m¢t chiut suy nghi vin Ilén
trong long, dém nay nang bong tré nén nghi ngoi,
nang nghi ngoi vé than phén minh, twong lai minh
sé& ra sao, nang dang nghi d&€n digu y. Nang bdng
nghi d€n gd khOng quan, phirng loi tén tinh cta
ga, nhirng hira hen, 6 nhirng hira hen that binh
thuwong, mdt cin nha, anh di lam, em di may,
nhitng dira con, 6i ti€ng néi that 14 thanh khan.
Ba ti frach minh, tai sao minh  ai c6 thé tin dugc
nhiing l¢i hira hen y. Loi hita hen etia mét tén
linh nguy, tir khi nAng mit cha me, nang chi dwge
ngudi ta day phai bi&t cdm thu, phai hy sinh tat ca
cho cach mang, nang dd hy sinh, vira réi nang lai
hy sinh nita, vd c6 1€ nang s& con phai hy sinh
mii mii, C6 phai viéc nang chiu dung vira roila
+d8 hy sinh cho cach mang khong ? Tai sao nang
phai ngd véi hin, ma khong dwgc biét mét hén,
nang khong duyc quyén i€ mat 18t cd nhitng ké

?
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#n pfim véi nang. Cach mang, cach mang, Ba
lAm b&m.
Vong tay anh Nim lai choang qua ngu&i nang,
nhitng ngén tay tham lam, t6 mo, hinh nhw khéng
bao gio bi€t chan Ba cau miit trong bong tdi, nang
go nhirng ngoén tay &8y ra :
— Thoi chtt.
Anh Nam lai ddi hoi, anh ta 0m cing 14y nang,
anh ta tham lam, anh ta khéng con la mot c¢p chi
huy, khéng con 1a mot ngudi Cong San sit d4, anh
ta doi hoi, doi hoi mot cach tan tinh.
Anh Nim d& nglisay, anh ta ngay hoi l&n, Ba thy
minh ¢6 don, nang nghe ti€ng mdi chic ludi trén
mai nha, nang nghe ti€ng mudi déi bay vo ve ngoai
mung, Trong dém nay chi coén ¢6 minh nang, minh
nang con thire. Nang nghe ti€ng sing tir xa vong
lai, vdn con nhiéu ngudi thire, ho dang cBu xé
nhau d6. Ba lai nghi d€n nhiém vu nang dugc giao
~ phé, didu tra v& hanh tung clia mdt con me gi& dién
gio khung, nang sé& phai cam sung ban vao
ddu mu sao ? Nang th¥y khong kho khi#n gi khi
phai lam viéc Ay, nang 14 mot diic cong, nhiém vy
cua nang phai thi hanh ménh lénh.
Ba niim dich xa anh Nim, bong nang dung phéi
chit thép & khiu sung K51, khau sing ctia anh
Ndm. Ban tay nang dé nguyén & do, nang héng
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h8i hép, ndng nhin v€ phia anh Nim, ning chi
thdy béng anh ta m® mé#, Bdng anh Nim cua
minh, Ba vt giyt tay lai, nang ndm yén nghe
ngéng, bdng nang th&y anh ta ngdp mot ti¥ng,
anh ta dwa céi cb tay c6 deo dong hd da quang
Ién, roi anh ta ngdi day, anh ta ldn mé tim kbiu
sing, ti€ng mic quiin 4o cla anh ta sot soat, anh
ta chui"ra khoi miung, ra phia sau nha mic nuéc
rira mit, siic miéng Hinh nhuw tréi gdn sang réi,
Ba tur hdi. Anh ta bao gi¢ ciling ddy sém truéc khi
nhin ra mit nguwoi. Anh ta cé tai ngt cdn rit
ding gio, y nhwr 12 may la mée.

Ba xoay minh nim nghing, anh Nim 48 rtra miit

xong, anh ta mo mim vao giwrdong, dit mot tay
lén vai Ba, lai d0ihoi nita chiing, 14n nay Ba cuong

quy®t d3y tay anh Nidm ra, anh Ni#m ngdi thwr
ngudi moét 1at roi lai tiép tuc lay vai Ba :

- Em tinh lai mo6t chut di, anh dan cai nay.

A, thi ra anh sip di, Ba sfip thoat ng, Ba gid bo
choang thirc gific :

— Cai gi d6?

— DAy em, anh di day.

Mic du Ba hoi buc minh, nhung nang khong dam
hén hao, nang da nhdé mét ti€ng, anh Nam cdi sat
xudng miit nang, anh ta méi sic miéng nén cai
miéng @& hoéi tbdi hon hoi tdi :
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— BEm nhé phéi thi hanh ménh 1¢nh cho nghlém
chinh nghe chua? |
— Da.

13a béng noi thém :

— Em vin thihanh mei ménhlénh d&u d&u nghiém
chinh.

Y nang mudn néi d€n ci c4i ménh lénh phdingh
voi anh hay bdt cir ai, nhrng nang khong thé néi
hét nang s& bi nguy hiem. Anh Nim hinh nhw
khéng bron d& y d€nloi n6idé cha nang, hay anh
la ¢& 1inh khéng hidu, anh ta néi tiép :

— Em cin d& cao cinh giac, l&n nay em gip mot
d4i thu loi hai, n€u em khong khéo léo em s& bi né
(qua mit em.

- C6 can phai giét n6 khong ?

- Em chua c6 |1énh, néu giét no cling phai c6 ké

hoach dang hoang,

— DY nhién !

— Nhirng khéng phai (da em mi cla trén dwa
xudng, theo anh thiy thi Juc nay gi&t mu ta chwra loi.
— D& mu d6 lam gi, mu la phin t& nguy hiém ma,
— Em cir thi hanh ding 1énh, em dirng bit auh
giai thich nhiéu, va lai anh ciing chdng bi&t gi Lion
rén khong thé gii thich duoec.

Anh N&m da ban xong quin 40, anh ta kim soat
la1 khiu sing, anh m& trdt cira, nhin ra ngoai hém,
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anh ta dit tay lén vai Ba:

— Anh di nghe em,

Ba t6 ra ngoan ngoén :

— Da,

Anh ta kéo sat Ba lai, hon go nang mot cai :

— Nho thi hanh c¢ong tac cho ding dan.

Anh Nim ldch mioh ra ngoai cra, Ba mét moi
dirng tra leng vao khung cira, hang nghe ti€ng
buéc chian anh Ndm xa dan.
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N O khéc 16c, k& 18, kéu oan, né néilinh hén
no6 khdéng durgc siéu thoat, khoc léc ni non chan
no leo 1én cdi cay kia, n6 ddnh du va hat véo von,
nhigu dém né hién ra cA miy ti€ng ddng hoé. Toi
n#p trong khe cira nay nhin ra, nén n6é6 khoéng
hay bidt gi h&t, cai dira ch&t non lai bt dic
ky tir nita linh thiéng lim, toi chiu khé cling
ki€n cho né, ma né bé noé rdi thi minh sin séc
né vy, mit mat gi ddu ma lo, n6 con phod hd
minh nira.

My Tw ctii vira néi chuyén véi mét nguwoi dan ba
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trong x6m vira quét nuée son do lén tudng vén
cai midu, mu di son gin xong, mu ding lui lai
ngdm nghia, mynheo mét, hdiy kién ngudi dan ba:
— Son mau do6 nay hop cho.

— Pilng, son mida dinh chua ai cling son mau d6
hét, ddu c6 ai son xanh bao gio.

Ba ta dirng nhin c&i mi€u r5i nbin cdi cdy bén
canh, bata khong bi&t cai cAy nay 1a cAy gi, ba ta
héi mu Tu ci :

— Chi biét céi cdy nay tén cay gi khong?

— Ai bidt duge, cai cAy nhé nhung xum xué, béi
vay toi phai cing ki€ng ché khong hdn thing nhd
khong dugc siéu thoat, né thanh chling tinh & cai
cdy nay thi ciing phi&n l&m.

Nguwdi dan ba gat diu:
— Chi nghf th€ 14 phai, chi ciing ki€ng di, téi gop

vao dé6 moét nii chudi.

— Ciing 06 bi&t dAu né khong d&n ddp minh, minh
cir ciu xin mot didu gi dé.

Téi thl khong ciiu xin gl h&t, nhwng c6 didu thiy
né chét ti qué thi téi thwrong hai vay thoi.

Mu Tw cui c¢dm cii son phét, mu lai ké chuyén
thing nho hién hdn, mu néi di néi lai khong chéan
miéng, ngudi ddn ba khong bi&t mu néi that hay
no6i déc, nhirng ba ta van nhin nai nghe. Ba ta
nhin béng ndéing, nghf troi d3 mudn réi, ba cin
v& nha p#u #n, ba ta xach céi gio 1én : |

-
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~ Thoi toi v& nhé chi Tw, chi®u t6i ra, tdi hdm
nay minh cing kiéng cho dira nhd, t¢i nghiép no,
linh h6én né khéng dwgc siéu thoat diy ma, dang
18 ma n6 phai lap dan cing cho né.

Mu Tur clii dAi miéng ra phé binh :

—— Oi con ngudi vo tinh &y noéi ra lam chi, khi nao
toi giip lai ohi ta toi chiri cho coi.

Nguwdi dan ba di vo x6m, vE& nha, dit cai gid dén
phich xu8ng cira, m& khéa, ngudi dan ba hang
x6m ngo sang:

— V& mudn qua vay chi Sdu?

— Té6i méc chiit cong chuyén.

— Ho6i ndly dircheo vE toi thdy chi ditng néi chuyén

voi con me Tw cuii ma,
-- Da, toi néi chuyén v& dira nho ché€t oan dé.

CAu no6i Gp mé goi tinh td mo ciia chi hang x6m .
— Sao, vu thding nhd 1am sao ?

— N6 hién linh réi.

— N6 hi&n linh, ma hi&n linh ra sao ché& ?

Chi Sdu dd mé cira xong, chi ta x4ch gid vao trong
nha, ngudi dan ba hang xém vo theo ;

— Téi rdnh, c6 viée gi toi lam d& chi.

— N#u ndi com va lam it mén @5 &n ché cé gi dau.
— B2 toi niu com cho, gao d& chd nao,

— Khap gao trong nha,

Nguoi dan ba hang x6m héi chuy¢n luén miené VE

e
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dira nhod :

— Vay né hi&n linh, c6 thanh thanh khéng chi nhi.
— Ai bi€t dwgce, nhung c6 didu né chwra lam hai
ai h&t, n€u minh bi&t cing ki&€n, né con pho ho
cho minh, dirng & no6 tré thanh con ching tinh,
‘cdi thir ch&t non bt dfc ky tir 6 nguy hi®m lim.
— Chi ¢6 ciing kiéng gi khoéng ?

— C6 ché, t6i tinh t&i hom nay mua ndi chudi ra
cling no, ' '
— Da, téi ciing ciing n6.

Nguwdi dan ba hang x6m nghe dirt cAu chuyén, chi
ta tir gid chi Sau :

— Com gin duge roi do, toi vE nghe chi.

— Da chi v&. |

Ngudi dan ba hing x6m ra khdi nha, ba ta mudn
ra cAdi miéu d& hdi chuyén mu Tw cdj, nhung gifta
dudng di chi ta lai gdp mot ngudi ban ciing xém,
ngudi ndy giik chi lai :

— Di ddu ma 8t td qua vay ?

— Tbdira cai midu ngoai kia,

- Ra migulam gi ?

— Vu thiing nhd chét oan. "
BA ta lai k& cau chuyén thiing nhd hidn linh, cAu
chuyén lidn nay tré nén mach lac hon, gay c3n
hon, ngudi ban cung x6m ndng nhiét tdn thanh :
— Chi tinh th& r&t phai, toi ddng ¥, toi d& nghi
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minh lam mét cai dan ciing sién 0 cho no, khong
tdn kém bao nhi¢u, minh gop ti€n xdy cat cAi midu
cho né. D& t8i v& noi lai véi ba con 18i x6m,

— Da to6i ciing tinh vay dé, khong biét ba con cé
ddng 1ong khong, t6i s& di moi thiy.

— Lam gi ma ba con khdong d6ng ldng, c6 1a bao,
minh bot mdt ngady mot chén com la dwgce ché cod
khé khin gi dau,

Budi chi®u hom %y mu Tu cui dang son nha thi
‘miy ba trong xém ra hoi chuyén v& thiing nhd
hién linh, mu Tuw cui vui mirng k€ lai diu dvoi
cAu chuyén, m#y ngudi dan ba ra mi€u ngoé hinh
dda nhd, mot ba néi :

— Cai thit ch&t non nhu vay khong nén coi thuong,
Mot ba khéic lo 1dng vi 1&i n6i clia ban :

— An néi nén gitt mOm gitr miéng mot chut,

Ba kia v0i bit miéng minh laij,

— Thiét 14 toi vo y qua,

Ba ta thip mdt nén nhang cfim vao midu cho dira
nho, chiip tay kh#n vai, nhirngba kia bit chuoec,
khoéi nhang nghi ngat. Kh#in khira xong céc ba l-i_li
kéo nhau vao nha mu Tw citi, nhung cée ba kiviig
vao h&n nha cdc ba dirng ngoai cha néi chuygn,
hoi lai mu Tw cti:

— Chinh mit chi th&y ché ?

~— Da, chinh toi th{y ma, m#y dém litn 14n, khong

————
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chirng dém nay chii 8y cling hién ra cho coi, céde
ba ddm & lai coi khong ?

Mét ngudri dan ba the ludi :

— Chi n6i nghe ghé thdy me ai ma dam &.

— Hém diu tién thi téi cling thdy ngdn 1im, nhung
sau quen di, t6i nghi bung chu &y khong nhat 1064,
vi chinh t6i vudt mit cho chu 3y khi ch&t ma,

— Khéng chirng chu ta phd ho cho chi?

— Da, n&u dwoc vay thi thiét phueée dire cho toi.
Mot ba dé& nghi : |

— Théi thi chi & d4y chin khé nhang d&n di, chiing
toi s€ goép tién dwa chi, chi chiu kho lau chiii cai
miu cho twrom t&t, ching t6i s& v& 18i x6m véin

dong goép ti€n nong xAy mot c4di midu khacdep hon.
Mu Tuw cti mirng him, mu da lia, mu nghi dén

nhitng mén d6 cing, nhitng nai chudi ma mu c6
quyén duge hudng Troi t8i din, miy nguoi dan
ba nhin ra cdicAy ma mu Tw clii néi oan hdn
thwong ddnh du & d6 m8i dém, ho thdy minh ndi
da ga. Mot ngudi héi :

— Thudng may gior thi céu hiénlén ?

— Da khédng chirng, c6 khi méoi :hap t8i, cé khi
toi nira khuya lan.

Mét ngudi nhdc chirng mu Tw cui :

— Chi nén coi chirng bon con nit, dirng cho ching
n6 leo 1&n c4y hay phé phach migu.
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Mu Tw chi chén nén :

— (i, ai ma biu ndi m&y thiing gific &6, chiing pha
lang ph4 x6m, rin mit, tdi c6 n6i ching thi ching
chiri lai to6i, khong bi&t nhirng con nha ai’'ma mil
day qué troi, c6 khi ching con leo 1én cay dai
tum lum.

- Sao chj khong 1ay chdi cha dap 1én dau ching,

chd ngudi ta the phugng cho co6 phdi ché cho
chiing né pha dau.

Mu Tu cui ldc déu :

—- T6i xin chiu rdi d6, con céi c4c ba cdc baldm on
bidu ching dum, t6i darh chiti ching chi mang
thém tiéng 4c.

D4am dan ba bdo nhau :

— Chi Tw néi ciling phii, minh phéi v& néi véi bon
nhd & nha, cfm ching né.

— Phai cfm ché, n&u caun hién linh that minh
khong the coi thwong dwoce, khi thin khi thanh,
thanh thdn c6 lin vin c¢d ch&t, cdu bit minh mit
con oan.,

- Da chi néi phai,

Ba nguéi dan ba goép tign dwa cho mu Tu cii :
— Chiing t6i ¢6 chut dinh dwra chi mua vang nhang,
ch dei lic nao 18i x6m dong ¥y ching toi s& gop
dugc ti€n nhiéu hon dwa cho chi,

Mu Tw cui cdm tién, mu cdm ddng, tuy s§ tién
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khong déng 1A bao, nhung mu thiy moi ngwdi
trong x6m lai bt ddu chi y d&n, mu bot cd don
phia nao, mu chilo nhiing ngudi dan ba nay adi
y, mu vdi noéi :

— Dugc ma céc ba ctr tin t6i, ti€n nong 1a chuyén
phu.

— Khéng chi ¢t cAm 14y, !
Mu T ciii nhét tidn vao tii rdi méi hirahen:
— Da toi s& hét sirc lo cho c4i miéu nay, néu cée
ba khong bidu toi vin lo nhw thuwérng kia ma.

— U, c& ging di, chung t6i tin & chi.

Mu T Ciri hdi téi :

— Bao gio thi lam migu ?

— Co6 the cudi thang nay.
— Vay minh phai pha cai miéu ci.

— Ché sao, nhwng trudc khi phd minh phdi lam
1& xin phép cau.

Mu Tw cui gat dau :
— Da phai vdy méi duge,

Ba nguwoi dan ba tir gid mu Tw cuira v& e troj
sup 18i, mu Tw cui déng nhin cai midu bén vé
dwong, cai midu gé xiéu veo. Mu tudng twong dén
mot cai midu gach dep d& sang sha hon, mu tudng
tergng d€n miu voi mu s€ son cho cai mi&u, mu
mim ¢wdi mOt minh. My tré& vao nha, mu thip lén
mQt ngon dén ddu, mu don com ra #n, mu n¥u
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com #n luén hai bira, thirc &n ciia mu chi c6 méi
con c4 kho tiéu, Mu vira #n vira nghi d&n cai midu,
mu th#y vvi vui mu th#y minh bét c6 don.

Mu Tw cti chot nghe ti€ng cdi co ngoai duong :
— Tai sao anh ky vay cho, theo ngudi ta hoai,

— Xin 16i, t6i m&n em, toi mudn duge lam mot
ngwoi ban voi em, toi hy vong em khong ha tién
vgi 0i mot tiah bah chan thanh

— Hir tinh ban, téi khong ban bhe véi ai hét, toi
khong c6 ban,

Ti€ng ngudi con frai trim xulng :

— T6i ¢6 didu gl vo 13 v&i em khong, n€u em thiy
t6i vo 1& thi chiti ming t6i di, {6i xin nhan 16i.

— Anh khong c6 diéu ¢i vO 1& h&t. nhwno tai
khong mudn anh theo toi nhu viy, coi ky 1im,;

— Em th6ng cdm cho t6i, n€uem cho phép, tai
xin vao tan nha em cho bi&t, t0i duwge han hash
thrra chuyén v&i ba mé em, -
— Nha tdi ngheo l&m anh o, t6i khéng mudn cho
ai vo h&t, va.nh#t 1a ba m4 téi kho 1&m.

— Téi tin réng ba- m4 em khong hep hoi voi toi;
— Tai sao vay ?

— Toi téi voi tht cd twr cach toi, va lai téi khong
gidu c6 gl hon ai, téi nghéo nira, lwong linh khong
c6 bao nhiéu, t6i xin thu that,

— Thu that véi téilam chi vay, téi voi anh dau c6
quen nhau,
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— Hay em ché t6i nghéo ?

— Toi khong ché ai hét, nhung té6i khéng mudn
bi theo dudi nhwr viy.

Giong nguwoi con trai ngdm ngui :

— To6i nghiép cho toi, tgi nghiép cho thién chi ctaa
téi, thoi trude khi tir gid em, tOi xin em mot an
hué co6 duwgce khong ?

Ti€ng ngudi con gai cudinhe :

— M6t 4&nhué ? Ky vay, t6icod gi ma cho anh duge ?
—Téi tin ring duge, vi khong phai 1a mét didu qu4
dang.

Ngudi con gdi im liing, ngudi con frai ti€p :

— Thwa duwgc khong ? Téi xin hira sau khi em ban
cho t6i 4n hué dé t6i xin rat lui, khéng bao gi¢

to6i con theo em nira, vdy lA qua nhuyc quéd daun
khd roi.

Ti€ng nguwdi con géi cudi :

— Lam qudi gi ma bi thAm qua v4y ?

— Da bi thAm 1&m, cudc doi ma, toi s& khong
con & lai Saigon nay nita, (0 s€ ra di, di that xa...
Ngudi thidu nit tré nén to md :

— C6 phai vi vu téi khong ?

Ti€ng ngudi thanh nién vin xic dong :

— N&u khéng may t6i c6 guc ngd & goc rirng nao
d6, truée khi nhiim mit lia doi t6i s€ goi tén em,
anh s€ goi tén em, anh xin em, anh van em hay ban

cho t6i mét 4n hué choét, em hdy nhé cho toi, doi
» "
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con gai ctia em da ldm mot nguoi si mé, mot ngudrd
yéu em d&n ch@&t, d€n hoi thd cudi cuing...

Ngurdi thiu nir hinh nhw xdc dong vi 1oi néi cla
ngudi con trai, nang khong kim dwoc long minh :
— Anh theo t6i khéng phai chi d& choc gheo ha?
— Anh xin thé, anh xin 18y mang anh ra thé, néu
anh ¢6 ¥y twdng vao biy ba nao khac xiu chu dan
bin aunh di.

Nguoi thi€u nit im ling mot lat:

— Thoi anh néi gi néi di !

— Xin em cho anh bi&t qui danh?

— Tén t6i ha, tén t6i x&u lim.

- Xau cling duoc, toi s& ghi xwong khac cot.

- Tén Lai, Nguyén thi Lai, toi th ba.

— Tén Lai ma x8u, tén caa mdt loai hoa.

— Toéi v& nhé.

— Khoan, con sém ma,

— birng day ky qud, ngudi ta thiy.

— Hay- l& LAi cho phép toi dwoc dwa Lai di udng
nudc. |
Ngudi con gdi im 1ing mot 4t :

— Théi dé 1in khac di.

Ti€ng ngwoi thanh nién reo 1én :

— L&n khéc, nghia la Lai blinglong nhan tinh ban
ctia toi, )

Ti€ng ngudi con gai cudri :

— Y quén cho, t4i néi nhim.

[ |
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—Pau cé vu néi nhdm, ma cb n6i nhiim thi rdng
méa chiu.

— Téi vé,

— T&i mai minh gip lai nhau.

— D& con coi da.

— Toi tin Lai nhan l6i, Lai d8 thuwong hai t6i, Lai
khong no.

— Tin gi ma tha l¢i qua vay ché,

Nang cwoi thim, nang quay lung di tré vao trong.
Nguwoi thanh nién ding ngo ngin nhin theo mot
lat roi nd may xe. Chi€c xe 6m cua bay buom
phong vit di. Co Ba thdy nha mu Tw cui con sang
dén, nang dung lai. Mu Tw cui hoi :

— Sao v& mudn qud vay ?

— Gip thdng cha linh méic dich, ddng 18 d4u cé
mudn vay ?

Mu Tu ciing cuwédi, nhe ham ring chiéc con chilc
mét : |

— Cai thiing cha tdn c6 vira roi dé ha ?

— Da, thim nghe th3y hét sao ?

— Nghe th&y hét tron thing cha d& thwong diy
ché co.

Ba mic ¢

— Xi, cai thiing cha tan téi hoai ky thZy méd.

My Tu cti vi von :

— Ngudi con gai vi nhir c&i hoa dep, c6 dep céb
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thom bwém ong méi dép diu

— Thoi thim oi toi khong ham.

Mu Tuw cui cuwdi chium chim :

— Ay, con gai bao giv ciing noi vay, cai thoi toi
con con gai tol cing vay.

Mu Tu cui bong th#y budn budn trong long, muy
tranh nghi d&€n di ving minh dén thud thiéu thoi
cta minh, d€n nguwéi chéng ma mu bwe minh da
dudi di ngay nao, thud ay ga ta cling theo tan tinh mu
ca may thang troi, nhirng hira hen, nhirng

toi 18 ngot nhuw mat ong, mu tirng thiy long minh
rung dong, mu cling lam cao nhu ngudi thiu nit
nay, va cudi cing mu da wng thuén.

Mu Tw ciii nguéc lén nhin ngudi thi€u ni :

— Téi van vai Phat Tréri cho ¢6 dwg: hanh phtic
c6 c¢6 nhan sic lo gi chong co khdng yéu thuong
cO.

Co6 Ba nhiu mét, hi lai

— B¢ thim twdng to6i wug thiing cha linh d6 sao ?
— Cé ché n6 ha ?

Coé Ba trim ngaom mébt 14t :

—Khbong phai ché, nhwng t6i thiy chwra dweec, t6i...
Nang chot im ling, nang nghi d€n hoan canh minh
nang khong con 1a nang, nang khong tuw do, nang
nght d&€n nhitng ndi chitinh ca chang, d€n khuodn
mit dep trai cha chang, nang mudn quén, nhung
narg khong thé quén dugc chang, nang budn ba
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ngudc 1én nhin mu T chi :

— Théi thim dirng néi dén chuyén 4y nira.

— To1 ¢6 néi chuyén nao dau, ngoai chu}en théing
cha linh theo o cé.

— Da chuayén thédng cha linh d6, t¢i khéng mudn
nghe.

- Ua thiét sao, cd chuyén gi vay ?

Co Ba budn b3 lac d4u :

— Toi s& quén hian, toi khong mudn dinh déng,
ba ma téi khong chiu dau.

— Tai sao lai khong chiu, toi thy thing cha d6
dugc ma, ' S,
Ngudi thi€u nir nhin ra mé séng mo mo trong dém,
nang nghi d€n anh Nim, gi dan 6ng that gin gl
voi nang va cling that xa la, anh Ndm nhu mét céi
bong den 4m dnh nang, nang c6 cAm twdng bit
ctr mOt hanh doéng gi cia nang ciing bi anh Nam
theo r6i, khau sung K 54 hic nao cling chia v¢
nang sdn sang liy cd. Tinh thin nang thudng
xuyén bi de doa, nang khd s&, nhung nang khéng
th& nao viung vdy thoat dwge mang luéi vo hinh
mo1 lic mot quin chit, Cip mét cia con me gia
va thiing cha gia ma nang dwgc 1énh kéu la cha
me nira hinh nhu ciling ludn luon theo rdi nang,
chiung nhan dugc lénh nao do, 12 sdn sang tha
tidu nang.
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Ba nhin mu Tw citi, dit nang nhin k§ d€n d4u nang
ting khong thé {im ra chit gian diép & con ngudi
'& 16i cia mu, nang chan nin cai coéng tic nang
dwge giao ph6, mot cong tac chan ngit, sudt mot
'uiin 1& nay nang khong tim ra gi khac la & mu,
nang khong cé gi d& k&t luan bao céo rdng ma Tu
cii nay la mot tén gidn diép l¢i hai.

Mu Tw cui chgt noéi : |

— Co6 Ba a, miy ba trong x6m sdp x4y lai cai
miéu cho thfing ahdé hi bin chét.

— Thing nho ch&t hoi t&t Mau Than &y ha ?

— Da, b&i n6 hién linh.

— Sao ?
— N6 hién linh.

Cé chot nhin ra cai miéu :

— Thigt khong ?

— Thiét ma, t6i m¢ thdy né hoai.

— Vay dau c6 phai 14 hién linh, thim nim mé
thdy ddy chr.

- Da, cac ba trong xdm néi vay |a né hién linh dé, cac
ba dang tinh lam cho né mét cdi miéu khac

béing gach, thé cung n6 dang hoang,

— Bao gio lam,

— Nghe néi ciing sip lam, d6i ba ngay nira.

Mu Tu cui khoe ludn :

— M3y ba cho téi trong coi c4i miu nay,

Mu Tuw cui ¢é vé hi hirng, mu hdi nang:
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— (6 cb ra cing khong ?

— N&u cac ba 3y ra thi toi ra,

Mu Tw cli say swa voi gific mdng clia minh :

— Chéic 1a dong ldm, cd x4m kia ma, con cé thé
c6 nhirng ngudi & noi khac dén nita, midu linh ma.
Co Ba dirng d4y nang khong tim gi thiy mot diém
la nao trén con ngudi mu Tw ciii, nhwr th€ ndy ma
noi la gian diép thi khong bift gian diép & cai kho
nao,

Co Ba nguéc nhin vu vo ra ngoai biu trei dém,
gidng sdng 4nh bac udn khic ling 1o troi, gio dém
heo hiil se se lanh.

— Toi vé thim Tuw.

— V& a, con som ma, a ¢d cdi thude bot ric chan
mua & dau, cd chi cho 16i.

— Thoéi d& téi mua giuim cho, thim Tw khéng biét
mua roi 10n thudc lai khé. _
C6 Ba v& d&€n nha, nang thdy ciin nha tdi ha, nang
khong mudn vao, nang hoi cau mit.
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C A1 miBu @3 x4y xong, nguwdi thg h3 quét mat
nwéc son trang, mu Tw cui dirng canh gé ta d& nghi:
— Chu @& t6i quét nuwéc voi hong cho nhé.

Nguoi the h6é lau mo6 hoi :

— Chi bi#t son khong ?

— Sao khong biét, chi coi thirdng téi qué vay ?
— Khoéng phai coi thuong, nhung téi s¢ chi khong
guen ngh& nén phai hoéi k§ vay thoi cheé.

Mu Tu cii ngoan ¢g-:

— To6i bi€t ma, téi ranh ngh& ma, chi khéag thiy
toi son cdi nha clia téi sao.
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G& tho hd nhin bic vach nha mu Tw Cui, bire
vach son @4 coi nhem nhudc, vdy mi mu nhit dinh
néi 1a dep. G thg hd danh d& nghi

— Théi dwge, t6i véi chi cung son, minh truy®n
kinh nghiém che nhau.

— Sao chi khoag dé toi lam mdt minh, chi di linh
vidc khac. |

— Pau dwoec, toi linh cong viéc nay phai lam cho
xong, khéng xong roi nguoi ta khéng tra ti€n cho

toi thi sao ?
— Vay 16i vé&i chu lam chung ha ?

GH thg ho gat diu :

— Léat chd nwéc voi ndy khé minh bit dhu, téi
v6oi chi son thiét dep, cho thién ha lé luén, minh
d& co m¥y dudong rong phung ndy nita, xong xudi
toi s& néi chi lam, chiu khong.

Mu Tw ciii cwdd, cdi mé :

— Dugc anh yén tri t6i khong chia tién cong anh
dau.

G& th¢ hd hdy mit :

— Minh diéu nghé vé&i nhan ma, 14t nfka toi bilu
chi 1am gi chiladm cdi d6 nhé, minh phan chia
cong viéc ma,

G& thg hd d8 son xong cdi miu, voi tring hiy
con wot, GA quiing @6 ngh® xudng 1& duwong:

— D& chi¥u son kho toi véi chi bit ddu son mau

78 nguyén thuy long

https://tieulun.hopto.org



hdng. ‘

~— Sao minh khéng lam lién,

— Voi chira kho, son khéng #n,

Mu Tw cti té ra hidu bidt :

— Pugc, chi®u d&n sém nghe.

— Toi ra tigm &n com xong t&i li€n ma,

Ga ding ngdm cai mi&u vin mét di€u thudc re, mot
lat g8 bd di. Ma T cii th8y d6i bung, mu bd vao
nha dn com, dangin udng mu chet thiy ti€ng chan
nguwdi nao d6 di lai gin minh, mu nhin ra ctra. Mot
gi thanh nién la m#t hinh nhur mudn ki€m nha ai
trong xé6m. Mu Twr cui lén ti€ng hoi :

— Ki€m nha ai vay ?

Ga lic diu :
— Khong ki€m nha ai h&t, thdy cdi miéu tdi dirng

lai coi,

Mu T ciii buong chén com dirng ddy, ra cira :

— B0 la 13m sao ?

Ga thanh nién cudi :

— C4i miu thi c6 gi ma la.

— Vay kim c4i gi.

— T6i mudn hoéi ngudi ndo bi€t chuyén v& cdi midu
ndy. |

— DB lam gi vay ?

— D& bidt, t6i c6 nghe n6i d¥n ngudi ch&t, t6i
mudn tim mOt nguwdi nao thi¢t ranh chuyén méi

%
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hdi, ki€m hodi khéng thiy.

Mu Tw cui bi cham tu 4i, mu ngiing ngudy :

— C6 tim d€n t&t Congo ciing khong thiy.

G& thanh nién hoi ngac nhién, cudi cing g& xudng
nudc nin ni mu:

— Thim bi&t ai khong chi cho téi di.

Mu Tw cui dong danh :

— Toi nghi & day khong ai r8 chuyén ngudi chét
nay hon toi.

G thanh nién ngé mu:

— Thim ha, vy ma toi khong biét ché.

Mu Tw cti hdi lai :

— Anh héi chuyén th#ng nhd lam chi vay ?

Mit gd chot budn, ngé v& phia cdi miéu :

— Khong néi gifiu gi thim t6i c6 mot dira em héi
T&t Mau Than lac m#t khong bi&t c6 phai thing bé
nay khong?

Mu Tw cui th#y néi di tim ngwoi nha that lac, my
ta nhanh nhiu :

— Khoéng phai d4u, chic chd lim rdi d6, thing
nhd nay c6 m4d né d&n nhan roi trong miBu cb
hinh né kia, cht t&i xem c¢6 phéi khong ?

Ga thanh nién téi bén miéu khom minh nhin vao,
gd nhin that k§ tén nan nhan & dwéi t&m hinh,
cin thin hon gi ghi chép vao mét cudn 6. Mu Tu
cii 10 md téi canh hén hoi :

— Phai khong ?
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GA nging 1én, lic diu :

— Khong phai.

— Vay ghi chép cai gi vay ?

Gd chdiluén :

— Khong c6 ghi chép gi du,

G&a chép miéng noéi luoén : |

— Toi nghiép, méi chut xiu tudi diu dd ch€t oan
chét e,

Ma Tuw ctii v8n ham néi chuyén, mu cai chioh [ién:
— Ciing chfing oan, ai biéu n6 dwa ngudi ta vao
ché chétlam chi, ngwdi ta buc minh thi bin né
ché sao, n6 lam chét oan téi hai mang ngudi lan.
— Nguoi ta la aj vay thim ?

— Con ai nira, linh minh ché ai.

— Théng nhd c6 phai la Viét Cong khong ?

— Al bigt, nhung khi bin né nguoi ta biéu né la
Viét Cong.

Ga thanh nién gat diu :

— Co 1€ ding do.

Mit gd chet han hoan, gi hdi toi, cang Iic cang
ho6i nhigu cdu la lang, nh&t 1a hdi v& chuyén xung
quanh céi ch&t cta thiing nhd, mu Tw cti bidt gi
trd 1&i n#y. Cudi cung g thanh nién hoi:

— Cai midu nay ai dung nén vay ?

— Ba con trong x6m nay gép tién.

—No6 la Vigt Cong ciling gop ti€n x4y midu the no 4?
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Mu Tuw cul noéi

— An nhiim gi chuyén dé, Viét COng hay khong
Viét Cong thi né ciing ch&t rdi, né6 hién linh d5ng
bao thirong tinh thi xAy miu cho né.

— B¢ nha nwéc khong cim sao ?

— Lam gi mé c&m, ciung ki€ng ché c6 1dm loan dau
na cim, xtt tr do ma,

G& thanh nién cuwoi, gad chdo mu:

— Thoéi cdm on thim toi vé.

ud ra chi€c xe gdn may gin do6.

G& di khdi mu Tw cui con dirng bén c4di midu suy
nghi v& thai d¢ la lung cta gé, thing chi hdi my
khong biét c6 chuyén gi. Ngudi the hé di toi :

— Nao minh bét ddu chwa ?
Mu Tu cui héi :

— An com xong roi a ?

— Xong roi, minh bdt diu lam viéc ché, muodn
roi dé.

Mu Tu cui hiéing hdi :

— LAm li#n, khoéng ngan d4u.

Mu x&n quiin do. Gi the ho liéng cho mu cii thiing::
— Xudng séng muc nwdc,

My Tu cui ci :

— To1i son ché bo.

— Mu8n son mudn phét gi cling phdi cé6 nuéc ché,
khong ¢6 nuwédc thi lam me gi dugc.
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Mu Tur ciii dAnh xdch thung xudng s6ng miic nuo«

gi thg hd ngdi lai bén g&c cay vén thudc diu hut
Mu Tur cii xach nwéc 18én théd hong hoe, mu thi,
ga tho hd ngdi tinh hat thudc, mu buc minh :

— Ngudi ta xdch nud~ thiy me bo cho anh ngéi
d6 hit thude sao ?

Gi the hd ngling 1én :

— Mudn lam chung véi téi thi dirng c6 cin nhip,
codOn khong lam thi vé nha ngsi di.

Mu Tw cii danh nin khe, mu nghi d€n khi nuwéc
vOoi dwge son lén tuwdng do chinh tay muy, mu sé
c6 dip khoe v&i ba con 18i x6m. G& thg hd ra 1énh
cho mu:

— Nuéc chwra dd, 14y thém,.
Mu khong con dam gAy gid tho hé nira.
Troi x& chidu c4i midu di son xong, ngudi the hd
xudng b& séng rira ray tay chan Mu Tw cii dirng
nhin thanh tich cia minh, muy hai 1éng vi mio
voi d6, cai mi€u ndi bat, khang trang, mu lii hi
don dep lau chui trong miéu.
Gd thg ho tré 18n, g8 khen muy
— Chi son dep thigt do.
My Tuw cui thdly vui vui trong long.
Ga n6i thém :

Chi c6 the 1am phu the hd véi toi.
My Mu cii hit mjt ti€ng :
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— Hong thém.

Khi gi thg ho di khoi tedi d8 gin t8i, mn Tu cui
v6 nha 18y miy nén nhang ra thiip vio miéu. Birng
treée midu mu béng nhé t6i gd thanh nién hoi
t&ihoi mu nhitng cdu vé vin vé ly lich thiing nhd
bi ch&t oan. Mu khong hiéu gd hoi mu c6 § gi. Mu
xua dudi hinh Anh g thanh nién la mit ra khoi
diu,

Ba nguwdi dan ba trong x6m xong cdng viéce ciing
di ra mica, ho dirng ngim nghia cdi miéu cé vé
hailong, mot nguwdi néi:

— Tréng dugc do.

Ba thi hai noi :

— Bep ché con duge gi niva.
Ba thir ba :

— Anh tho hd nay son mau &b bap.

Muy Tw ciii vQi gianh céng, mu khong ngiin ngai ha
uy tin gi thg ho :

— Cai thiing d6 lam biéng t6 me, né ma son cai
noi gi, t0i son do, no chi gitp téi viee pha miu.
— Thiét vay ha ?

—- B0 toi néi ldo véi cac ba sao ?

Ba ngudi dan ba lai hét 161 ca ngei, mu Tw cui
khoe thém :

— Toi phu vé&i thiing cha nhidu lim d6, che mot
minh ché sirc m#y ma xong trong ngay hom nay,
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toi kem ridt, khong cé toi cha con dinh kéo {a:
thém mot ngay coéng nira, miAy thing cha nay
khong thd tin cAn duoe.

Ba nguwdi dan ba cim nhang xi xup khdn vai, xong
xu6i ho néi téi mu Tu cui : .

— Ngay mai ching téi moi éng thdy toi lam 1€, chi
nén chung don cai midu nay chosach s&, trua mai
chiing t6i mua d6 cing ve.

Mu Tw cui da lia, vay la tir nay mu co6 viée lam,
c6 1€ mu chi cdn #n 1¢c quanh cai miéu nay la cling
da séng roi, mu khong ngd mu chi néi ldo vé vu
thiing nhé hién hon v& ma lai k&t qua nhu vay. Tue
ngdy mai mu khong cdn lam chdi 16ng ga nhiéu,

cHng viee nham chan d6 chi 1a viéc phu.
Ba ngudi dan ba tir gid my Tw cui ra v& khi troi

t3i hdn, Ma Tw cui lic d6 moi trd vao trong nha
#n com, my thdy long minh vui vui, mu nghi hoai
vE cai miéu.

Béng mu Tuw cui nghe thiy tiéng xe gin mdy dau
lai & ddu ddc trén 151 di ddn vao xom. Ti€ng nguoi
con gdi, ma mu nhén ra ti€ngcha c6 Ba :

— Em vé nghe anh, théi cho em xudng day di vo
trong nguoi ta thiy.

Ti&€ng nguoi thanh nién mad mu Tw cui nhdn ra
ti€ng ngudi linh khong quan :

— Em thiét... cai gi ma giir gin qud troi qua dat
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v4y khong bi&t, thi cho anh vo d& biét nha, sau

nita trinh d'én v6i. ba m4 em, khong I€ minh cu

yéu nhau kiéu léu beéu vay hoéi coi ky quéa, anh

mudn cai gl ciing danh chinh ngén thuan, va lai

anh co6 thién chi cudi em ma, truodéc sau in anh

ciing phai ra mét ba ma em,

Ngudi thi€u nif im ling, mét 14t nguoi Hnh néi

ti€p :

— Sao, em bi3ng l1dng khong ?

Giong thi€u nir budn b :

— Thoéi khong dwgc ddu anh oi.,

— Khong dwoc, sao lai khong dwgc, em s¢ céi gi,
. em ctr cho anh vo, n€u ba m4 em ma khéng chiu

cung Iam |1a dudi anh rachir gi ?

- Khong phai nhu vay nhung em thay chua tién

cho anh,

— Vay bao gi¢ thi anh c¢6 th® vho ra mit ba mé’
em dugc ?

— Thuw thd, d& em tinh.

Gigng ngudi linh cwong quyét hon

— Anh néi cho em biét, anh dd thwa chuyén nay
véi ba ma anh, ba ma anh bfing 1ong, ba ma anh
moiem hOm nao téi nha choi,

Giong thi&u nfr thang thdt : h

— Tré&i, anh néi roi sao, 1am gi ma gép qua viy,
em khong chiu ddu, réi 16 c6 chuyén gi xay ra
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thi sao ?

— Chuyén gi ?

— Ching han nhw.,, tinh yéu clia minh (ric tré.
— Em noi thiét la, chuyén gl ma tric tr& dwoc,
trir trirédng hop em phuriy anh, con déing nay anh
c6 thién chi cing minh ma, ba mé anh s& téi tan
nha em noéi chuyén voi ba ma em.

— Nha em nghéo ldm anh oi, ba em dap xich lo,
m4 em ban che¢ daa xanh bot loc nudc dira, em s¢
khong xirng véi gia dinh anh,

— Ne¢, noi cho c6 bigt, dirng cdi giong phan chia
giai c#p 4y ché, chi c6 bon Cong Sin méi cd y
pban chia giai c&p thoi.

Nguoi thidu nitr bong cuoi :

— Thiét ha anh, n€u em 14 Cdng San anh con
huong em khéng ?

Nguwdi linh cwdi @

— Em ma 1a Cdng Sin anh s& chidu hdi em v& voi
chanh nghifa Qudc Gia may hai.

— Xi, sttc m#y, anh 18y gi ma chiéu hdi ndi em ?
— Tinh yéu ctia anh khong di sao ?

— Ai, dau anh, hoc d4u dugce cai ki®u ngit ngudi
ta bim cd minh miy né. |

— Ngit do dwoc khong, tui la Viét Cong dé.

— B9, nit can bo ha?

— Ua, nit diic cong.
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— Ditng néi bay, & th bay gio?

— Nguoi ta noi thiét ché noéi bay sao duge, thiy
so chuwa?

—Sirc m#y ma s¢, thing nay chi ma, thng nay sdo
sang chiéu hoi nir ddc cong Viet Coéng vé lam ve,
Giong ngudi thi€u nir dua cot:

— Coi chirng tui dit lat tich vao xe anh.

— Véy nit ddc cong da bao gi¢ dit lat tich chwa ?
— Dait hoai a?

— Dit & che. C6 ngudi chét khong ?

— Vo khdi.

— Vady ma em khéng hdi han 4 ?

— Sao lai h&i han ?

— Vi nhitng ngudi chét do déu 1a nhikng ngudi vo
san nhw chung ta hét, théi dirng xao em o1, cai
mat dep nhw ngoc nhw nga nay ma ldm qudi gi
dugc, ngoai chuyén kim chi va may.

— Dirng ¢6 khi thuong téi r6i hdi khéng kip.

— B§ «nit dic cong» dic lat tich téi chidc ?

— Ché sao ?

— Tui dat lai.

— B4 dit tui ha ?

— Ché sao, t6i dit cho mot qua cdi bung chéng
bang lic d6 thi hét diic cong.

— Qui neé.

-

— Ui da, ng&t ngudi ta hoai dau th¥y me.
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— H#t néi bay chwa ?

— H#ét, hé&t thiét..,

— Coi chirng toi, cir in n6i hodi cdi diéu nham
nh& vdy téi con ngit nira.

Ti€ng ngudi linh vira cwdi vira xuyt xoa :

— Tai em ché& bd.

— Dirng c6 @0 thira, anh 14 qui ldm, coi cdi mit
kia khong bi&t xu hd theo ngwdi ta réu réu.

- Tui vay d9, ai biéu thuvong ngudi ta lam chi.

- Tiéng nguwoi thiéu nit cuoi :

— Nguwdi ta khéng wng thi doa nat da thi, nao
la xin ddira tidn tuy&n, ndo la s& chdt bd thay
trong rirng, néi thdy ma ghe.

Nguwédi linh cwdi khanh khach @

— Vay m4a ddm nhin minh 13 ddc cong Viét Codng,
méi hit so so vay ma dd teo lai roi. Nguwoi Viét
Cong gi ma tinh cam cung minh vay,

Ti€ng ngudi thi€u niv cdi chdy cii ¢di :

— Ua vay d6, ma tui 1a dic cong d6, wng thi wng
ma khoéng wng thi de di.

— Yén chi ma, téi s& chiéu hoi, anh s€ chiéu hdi

i

em v& lam vg hién,

— Gi&n hoai, théi khuya r5i em phdi v&, m&y hom
ray di vé khuya hoai 6ng ba gia cin nhin qua troi,
— [’ v&di, bay gid anh ciing phai vaotrong trai,
chiéu mai em vé sém nira gio nghe, anh dén em
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di #n com ga Siu Siu An Dong ?

— An udng hoai a, gip anh la th¥y néi chuyén #n
udng vaéi coi hat khong ha ?

— Mai anh (@nh lwong ma. \

— Bo anh tuwdng cdilwong ha s cia anh lé6n 18m ha ?
— Khdng lon 1dm nhung thinh thodng ciing dugc
an no dn kia ch khéng dén ndi mat nhw may thang Viét
Cong trong rurng.

— C4i anh thiét ky, bo thu Viét Cong ldm sao ma
chiti hoai chiri huy vay ?

— N&u thii thi di chfing thém chiéun hoi.

— Théi cho toéi xin, em v& nghe.

Hai nguwoi im ling mét lic khé lau, my Tu cui méi
mot Iic san méi nghe ti€ng xe gin may nd ron,
ti€ng budc chan c6 Ba vao x6m. C6 1€ ho vira hén
nhau, Khong hidu sao mu cé thit nhi€u cAm tinh
véi ¢ Ba, co 1€ vi c6 ta qui m&n my, thudng hay
hoi han muy, nhiéu khi con giip d& mu nira, hom
{reéc cd ta may cho mu mét céi 40 ba ba, mu nhé
mii caion d6. Con ngudi vira dep dé vira tdt bung.
Co6 Ba di qua nha my Tw cui thi ding lai, cb ta
ngo vao:

— Chura ngt & thim ?

Mu Tu cui don dep bat dfa, nglnglén :

— (Gon sém ma co.

Mu nhe ring cudi :
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— Sa0 ¢ khong dira thing cha ngudi yéu cla cbd
v& nha gi&i thigu voi Ong ba gia cho phai phép ?
Co Ba kéu lén :

— Troi oi bo thim nghe b&t réi sao ?

Mu Tw cui via cudi :

— Nghe h&t tron, nhung té6i khong ¢d tinh nghe
trom, tai hai ngudi noéi 1on qué nén loi noi cu lot
vao tai {6i thi lam sao duge.

C6 Ba mic cé

— Tréi oi ky qua, tai thing cha d¢6 h&t tron.

Mu Tu cui cuwdi, tréu cot ;

— Tai ci hai ngudi, ché dau phdi minh hin ta, dd
vay toi chét.

Co6 Ba khong mudn dirng néi chuyén ling nhing
nhidu véi muy Tw cii, ndng tir gid ra vé,

Nang b6éng khung lai truwéc cira nha, céin nbha t8i
om, nang dang ludng lu, bdng co ti€ng noi 1w
trong nha vong ra :

— Vo6 di em Ba, dirng x& ré ngoii dé chi vy ?
C6 Ba nén ti&ng thé dai diy cira buwdc vo nha ;
— Anh Nim d6 phai khong ?

Ti€ng no6i cia anh Niém sat canh nang :

— Con phéi héi nira sao em, minh b1t nhau qué
ma.

Co Ba ra cai then cira, nAng m& cira sau cho thoéng
mat, nang dirng canh khung-«tra nhin ra ngoai troi
t6i, nang nhin thdy lo6 mé nhirng n6c nha, nhiing
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dnh dén diu lap loe & nhitng khung ctra 83, ti&ng
la do dang truyén thanh mot tudng cailwong. Nang
nghe Ly ti€ng loach xoach chia cdy sing, hinh
nhu anh Nim dang cho dan vao khiu sing ctia anh.
Ti€ng anh Ndm lanh lang :

— (o6 gi la khéng em ?

— VAay vay a.

— Vay vay l2 lam sao ?

— Anh muon hdi gi vu mu Tw cli hay la chuyén
gi khac ?

— Mu Tu cui méi duge phép tréng coi cdi miéu
em bié&t chwa ?

— Cé.

— Em thdy c6 gi khac la {rong viée coi midu do
khéng ?

— Em nghi chidng c6 gi la.

— Em bpgay tho.

Co6 Ba im ling, anh Néam tiép :

= Dé la mot noi mu Tw cui trao tin tirc, s& coé
nhidu nguoi lui téi cai midu trong twong lai, dich
nguy trang kh¢o léo nhung khong thé qua' mit
ching ta. Chung ta phai tim cach ddi phoé

Co Ba chan nhitng ludn diéu d6, cai gi ciing ly
ludn, roi ching cdi gl ra cai gi h&t Nang noéi diy
giong sit méu :

— Cho mdt qua lyu dan vao cai migu, gi€t con me
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Tw ctii ludn 14 yén chuyén,

— Em chi dwgc cai néng nay.

— Vay anh mudn lam gi ?

— Di dgc tri doc ?

Cd Ba ngo6 mat vao :

— Em khéng hiéu ?

— Em khong cén hidu, em thi hanh céng tac méi,
— Cong tdc nira con mu T cui ?

— Co6ng tac song song. Em van phai theo ddi tim
hiéu mu Tw cli va vin nhdn cong tic méi, em
di®u tra v& cai ch&t clia dira bé ma dong bao hién
dang l4p miéu tho.

C6 Ba ching budn héi Iy do, cho di nang c¢6 hoi
anh N#m ciing chidng né6i, nang chi hoi v& chi ti&t :
- Nghfa |a em phdi hdi rd than thé cta dira bé, tén tudi,

cha me. ...
— Ding.

— Nhung em biét cha me né & dau ?

— D6 1a nhiém vu clia em, khi c4i midu c6 dong
ngudi d€n thi th€ ndo me né ciing 1in d€n, em sé

nhé mu T cui hoi nha hoi (ra nguoi ta.

— Da, em s€ c8 ging.

Giong anh Nim cuwong quy€t .

— Khoéng ¢6 néi s&, ma hic chin em phai tim cho
ra Em nén nhé khong phéi chi ¢6 minh em lam
nhiém vy nay, ma nhi€u ngudi cing lam véi em.

-
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— Em c¢6 cin phéi lién lac véi nhiing ngudi fy
khong ?

— Khong, chi lién lac v&i anh thoéi, em khong cin
biét nguoi khac.

Co Ba ngén ngﬁm, héng nhir mdt ké mii, nang
phdi lam nhiing céng tdc ma nang khong biét d&
lam gi, ndng qué chdn ngdn, nh#it 1a nang phai
thwong xuyén lién lac voi anh Nim.

Nang chot nghi d€n ngudi yéu, nang khong co
quy&n yéu ai hét, nang 1a m{t céng cu, mot con
hd 1y mt thir cAch mang hang bét. Nang vao nha
18y quin 4o ra budng tdm, nang th&y minh bai hodi
cd chan tay, nAng khong con thi€t gi nira, lat nita

ddy nang phai chiu dueng, nang chin dwng qua
nhi8u rdi, nang khong dugc gi cho minh hé&t, nang

dang di din d&€n phin d6ng, niAng mudn dién lén
duge visw go bé vo Iy ma nang di chiu dueng biy
lau nay.

Tém rira xong ndng vdo nha, nang ndi véianh Nim ;
— Di tdm di anh.

Anh Nim im ling mét lat, anh cuwdi gin :

— Sao lin nao em ciing giuc anh di tim vy ?

Co Bakhodn khéo, nang bi€t minh gay véi gi khong
c6 l¢i gl, tinh mang nang ndm trong tay hin :

— T&m cho khoe ma, tim nguwdi tinh téo ra,

— Anh lic ndo ciing tinh tdo va sdng sudt, tAm
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hay khong tim ciing vy ma thoi.
Co Ba thd dai, nang h&t n6i, ning ma tranh luin
nhidu v&i hiin v& vdn &8 vé sinh nang s& tr& thanh
mot ké phan dong.

C6 Ba ngoi xudng girdng, ning lai khé chiu v&
mui m3 hAi cha anh Nim, nang tranh nu hén clia
anh, cdnh tay anh Ndm lai choang qua vai nang,
nang mudn budn ndn vi mii md hoi nach chaanh,
nang ging gueng ngdi day, nangdiy anh Ni#m ra,
Anh Nim chwng hirng :

— Em sao vay ?

— Tai sao em khong tra 1&i anh ?

Tu nhién Ba th3y cau kinh :
— Aah lam on di tim mot cai ¢c6 dwge khdng, nha

khong thi€u nuwéc ma.

Anh Nim Sw¢ng chin nguwdi, anh ta ciing ddm
cdu kinh :

— Néu khéng tim thl c6 sao khong?

Co6 Ba ndi sing rdi, nang khong cdn n& nang gi nita :
— Ciing khong sao, nhung c6 di€u anh héi qud em
khéng chiu ndi.

Ba ngdi & diu giwdng, nang céch xa anh Ba chua
t¢i mot sai tay, nhung anh N¥m khong con dam
xich gin lai nang, anh ta khong nger minh bi c6 bé
ké niing vay, con bé udng thudc lidu rdi. Anh lam
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{inh cwol nilat, anh budc toi mot cAu ddc dia :

— Em dwoc v& thanh phd em bi nhi€m dgc rsi.

— Ca4i gi ma nhi€m doc ?

— Em nhi@m doc tdc phong tiéu tu sdn, con anh
14 chién si vO sin, nguwdi vo sén ban lam cach
mang nén khong c6 thi gio d& o b& c4i than xac
won hén nhw bon tidu twr san.

PA ném lao danh phai theo lao, ¢6 Ba cang tré nén
liéu linh :

— Em nghi lic khdc thi anh khéng co6 thi gio,
nhwng bay gi¥ thi gi¥ anh thira thai ma,.

— Thi gior dBivoi ngudivoe san lic ndo cling co gia
tri, khéng c6 lic ndo la thira h&t. Tu tudng em
h6éi nay léch lac, anh bdo d& cho em biét, cang
ngay em cang bi nhiém doc niing.....

Ld&i bujce t6i cia anh Nim 1a mot 161 de doa ngim
Ba nhin th%y nugy co ngay truége mit minh, nhwng
bdy gi¢ nang khong coén bidt s¢ nira, nang ligu.
linh, nang bat cin hiu qua:

— Anh néi rdc rdi qua, chicé viéc em moi anh
di tim rdi anh mudn ngd vo&i em thi ngl, em co

phan d8i gi dau ?

— N&€u khéng tim thi sao?

— Tuy anh, than x4c clia anh ché ciia em dag, sach

la sach cho anh ché& ¢6 sach cho em dau, em nghi
cai vigc tim rira Ja v¢ sinh chung, khong dinh

4
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dang gi d&n cdch mang. khong c6 v8n d8 vo san
hay tiéu tu san & day.

— Em ngoan ¢8, em cdn phai di thong tuw tudng,
tinh thin em bi nhidm doc ning, em veé cong tac
thanh em bi vt chit tdm thwdong chi phéi em.
C6 Ba chot trd nén dit didn, nang nhw mdt con
ché bi don d&€n chdn tuwong quay ddu lai cin nguoi
cam gay dap nd :

- Anh mudn budc toi toi diéu gi ? Phan dong chang ?
Chi vi ciu téi yéu cau anh di tam trudc

khi ngtt v&i toi ? Troi oi sao cdc ngudi tdn nbin
véi téi vay, cai thin téi, cdi than t6i c6 khac nao
mot con di€m khong, cdc nguwdi ndo anh Ba anh
Tw anh Nédm, ai v& d4y ciing tat qua diy ngl veq
toi, t0i dd chiu dung nhi€éu qud réi cac nguwoi co
bigt khong ? Cdc nguwdi hanh ha t6i, bac dii toi,
cach mang, sr nghiép ca:h mang cha t6i phai nfim
ngira ra nhu vdy hoai' sao ? Tai sao cac nguwoi
khong thuong téi mét ti cho...

C6 Ba khoc nic 1én, anh Ndm dam hoang :

— Bong chi, ddng chf mudn gi, mudn la 1én d8 linh
nguy dén bat t6i sao ?

Co Ba di th¥y co nguy hién ra treéc mit: nang
dirng diy:

— Anh gi€t 16i di, troi oi anh gi€t 161 di !

- Anh Nédm chom lén, tum I3y Ba, nhung nang 4a
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—- Phén dong.

Anh fa véi chup 18y khliu sing & d#n givong, anh
ling ting vi frén nguoi anh kbéng con mét manh
vai ndo. CO Ba di chay ra ngoai hém, bé me né d&i
b4o linh thi minh ch&t, ma bay gio thi 1&i gior gioi
nghiém roi, ldng chang chay ra dwong linh bén
ch&t, Anh N&m khong ngo két qua lai nhuw vay,
anh ta hdi hén vi dd8 kbong ba sdt ngay Ba, khi
nang c¢6 y phan bdi cdch mang. Anh Nim mic véi
vdng qudn &o, minh phai thoat thaAn ngay bay gio.
Ba hoang hdt chay {rong xém, nang tinh bing ra
ngoai 19, khi di qua nha mu Tw cui, nang dirng la,
nang dap ctra thinh thinh :

— Thim Tw, thim Tw ¢i, ctru toi véi |

Mg Tu cti dang lo mo ngli choang thirc gific, mu
ngoéi nhom day :

— Ai 46 ?

— Ba d4y, m& cira le 1én, tréi oi...

Mu Tuw ciii khéng bi&t diu d6i gi, nhung mu nghe
ti€ng quen, mu ciing lat dat ddy md ctra, caAnh cira
vira hé m&, Ba nhao vao nhr mét con 18c, 6m
chim ldy mu:

— Thim di ngay véi toi, le 1&n, cé thding Viét Céng
sdp ra bin thim véi toi do.

— Vi¢t Cong, t6i lam gi n6 daua ?
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— Tro&i oi le 1én, dong hoi nTa, ch& h&tbay gio,
thim di ngay véi toi.

— Gi6i nghiém rdi ma.

— Gi&i nghiém ctung phai di, linh & daun ?

— Trén ciu.

Ba kéo mu Tu cui ra cira, 16i my tudn tudt:

— Bi, di ngay.

— Coi chirng linh bin.

Hai ngudi da 1€n t6i dudng nhua, vuogt qua céi
miéu, hwéng vE phia cliu, toi gin ciu Bala lén ;
— Pirng, dirng bén...

Mu T cui run cdm cdp khi nghe thdy ting siing
l1én dan loach xoach :

— Troi oi, tréd o1 con bé nay khiing 8i.
M#y ngudi linh gic ¢ cdu la lén :

— Ai, dirng lai gio tay 1én ?

Ba buéng mu T cii ra, nadng gio hai tay thing
lén troi, hdi mu Tw cui :

— Gio tay lén, le di.

Mu T cdii run 1y biy :

— Thiét 1a &i vao chd chét,

Nhung mu ciing phai gie tay 1én, Ti€ng ngudi linh
quét 1om :

— Ti&n gin lai day.

Ba di trurée tir tir ti€n gdo lai, nguéi linh tir trong
bong t3i nho ra, tay anh ta hom siing, miy tay
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sting khdc dom chirng, ho d& nhian ra moét c6 gai
va mot ba gia, ti€ng siing 1én dan lanh lung :

-— Pi dau gio giéi nghiém ?

Ba di®m tinh di gin lai ngui linh, hai tay vin gio
cao ;

— Téi xin hdi chanh,

— Viét COng ?

— Nit déic cong, cdc éng giup toi, bit ngay tén
cdn b cao clip trong x6m.

Miy nguoi linh khae tia ra vAy xung quanh Ba va
mu Tw cui run run nhw cdy sy, la 18i :

— Con nho nay ﬂié;l roi, troi oi béng dirng ra
nhén minh la Viét Cong ?

Ba vin binh tinh:

— To6i khong dién khiing m#t trf, chinh'tdi 13 nit
d3c cdng nam vung trong xdm nay, ba gia nay khéng
phai, ching &m muu giét ba nén t6i phai dwa ba ra
day nho cac 6ng che chd. Hién trong

nha to6i ¢c6 mot tén cdan bod cao clp niim, yéu ciu
cdc Ong vao bit ngay khong no tron mat. Con toi
thi xin hoi chanh, t6i s& huong dan cdc ong bit
mot 6 ndim ving trong nay.

Ngudi ha st nghe l&i khai so lirge ctia Ba xong,
anh ta chay vao tup 18u nhé hén cdv quay may
kéu dién thoai, mot 14t sau anh ta fré ra :

— Néam phit nira c6 ngudi ¢ néi chuyén voi co,
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chiing téi khéng c6 quy&n quy@t diah,

Ba kéu réu :

— Troi oi, le 1én chiing n6 trén mit bay gio.

— DPirng néng, gio nay Viét Cong di ra ngoai
dudng chi co toi thoi.

132 chi xudng con sdng tdi :

— Toi s¢ n6 boi qua s6ng mit,

Ngudi ha st cwdi, rit mot di€u thude 1a chAm hut :
— Vay né cang ch@t s¢m nira, linh «minhy phué &
d6 hoi nhigu.

Nguwdi linh nbin vao trong xém :

— N6 ndm trong d6 14 néim trong ro roi.

Trong 1&u vai ti€ng goi may di cac noi rén rang.
Mu Tu ngbi & [é duong kéu réu dd tiéu, mu cau qua
|én tiéng chudi lubn Ba :

- Con di ngura, tao lam Viét Cong hdi nao ma méy

lai kéo.tao vao vu nay ché, tao dang ngid ngon
lanh, hong dung 16i ngudi ta ra hoi chanh,

M(}t ngudi linh phi cudi :

— Ai néi bagiala Viét Cong hdi ndo, c6 ndy mudn
ciru bdc nén md¢i 16i bac ra diy cho ching chaun
bdo vé ddy chir.

— Tui lam gi ai dAu ma phai bao vé ?

— Nhung Vigt Cong mudn giét bac.

— Tui né dao 6ng béi cha chiing né lén ddu ma
giét toi.
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— Ai bi&t, nhwng chiing toi phai bdo vé béc,

— Toi khong céin ai bdo vé toi heét.

Ngudi trung st hi ludn :

— Vay thi nhdt,

Muy T cii tru 1én :

— Tai sao nhdt toi, toi toi tinh gi ?

— Khéng c6 toi gi cling nhdt cé6 duwge khong ?

Mu cdu suén quay sang chiri Ba xa xa:

‘— Pu m4 con df ngira kia, tao ddi ddi véi may hét
long h&t da, tai sao may n& long nao kéo tao vao
th vao tdi, may theo Viét COng thi k¢ cha may cho,
tai sao may kéo tao vao céi toi hdi chanh. Céc ong
o1, tdi oan, chi tai con d7 ngwa nay dé ho cho toi, téi la
nguoi lvong thién lam an.

M#y ngudi linh bwng miéng cuoi, Ba lo Iang ciing
phai budn cwdi, ndng te an Gimu: 7o

— Khong sao ddu thim Tw, téi thwong thim ma,

thim n& chiri toi sao ? ey

— Tao khéng cin may thwong, tao khéng thim
ba thim Tw gl h&t tron, tao kho ng choi véi Viat
CoOng, tao khéng quen chiing né....

Mot ngudi linh ha :

—- T¢i hdi chdnh ning 1im.

Ngudi trung sf la :

— Db qui may choc ba gia hoai.

Ngudi trung s chot nhin ra cudi dwong :
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- Xe daitiy d€n rdi kia.

Deo pha chidc xe Jeep quét trén mit dwong loang
loing, xe dirng lai ngay diu cin, vi dai gy va hai
ngudi linh vé si nhay xudng xe, nguwdi trung st gac
ciu voi vang ra bdo c4o tinh hinh, Ong dai uy toi
irweéc mat Ba

— Dang nhue nhitng loi c6 42 khai chir ?

— Da didng.

— Tén &6 1am chirc vu gi ma c6 noéi la cao clp ?
— Thuwa khong bi€t c8p bac gi, nhung t6i thiy
han cé quyén I&n 1am v&i nhitng dic cdng hoat & viung
nay. Xin dai Uy cho bat ngay khong ching nd thoat
hét.

Dai uy nhin vao trong xém :

— Khong thé thoat dirge, chiing téi d& bao vay k§
cang ré6i, bAy gi¢r c6 bidt gi thém cd khai di,

Ba lin lrrgt khai tdt cd nhitng di%u gi nang biét,
nguaoi dai iy chdm chu nghe 6ng ta cho lénh nguoi
trung si :

— Bén bo tat cd ngudi ndo ra khdi x6m trong gid
nay, bay gio toéi ti€n vao muc tiéu véoi cd nay,
Ba nhic chirng !

~— Xin dai ty cin than. \

Mu Tw cii ngdi co ro & 18 duwong, mu nghe ngéng,
muy l{hﬁng ngd ngudi con gai yéu dién nhu vay lai
la mot nir dic cong, mu lo lang,
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Ngudi dai uy gilit theo mét t&p linh vira d&€n, 6ng
ta cho linh ti&n men theo itrng nha xdm nhédp vao
x6m, choé sira ran, 6ong bure minh cdu nhau :

~ Me miy con ché dc 6n, minh di d&€n d4u ching
stia dén day.

Ba & bén canh dng :

— Dai dy coi chirng, n6 ¢6 sting.

Vao sau trong hém Ba ra hiéu cho dai ay, chi cho
0n1g thiy céin nha c6 tén dic cong :

— Trong nha d6, khong bi€t n6 ra chua, 16i nghi
n6 cé thé bingra 18i diing sau, tir d6 n6é ra bo

song duge.

— L&i @6 ¢6 linh géc rdi, n6 khong the ra bo séng
linh cda t6i dd x4m nhédp vao h&t cac dudng hém.

Ong Baiy ra 1énh cho ngudi st quan di canh minh:
— Phdi hop véi cAnh sat xét s6 gia dinh, ai ra
dwong bin bo hét.

— Thwa Bai iy s¢ noé & trong bong tdi bin ra.

— Xét 80 gia dinh va xdAm nhép ngay vao tirng nha
luc soat k¥ cang, di nhién la minh phéi chiu thiét
thoi fAy.

Dam linh bao vay cdn nha Ba, khép ddn vong vay,
ti€ng ché stia nd ran khip x6m, Balo ling :

~— T0i 8¢ n6 xam nhép vao mot nha nio d6?

Mit nguoi dai iy trd nén ldm i, éng ta diéu dong
linh ti€n vao lrng nba, ti€ng linh dip cira nha
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rim rdm, dén tirng nha duoc &8t 1&n, chi con mot
sd it nha chwa kham xét. Ong dai uy nhin vao
cin nha cua Ba :

— Toi s kéu n6 diu hang trudce, n€u khong toi
bt budc phai bfn vao cin nha nay.

— Da dai iy c& b#n nat ra, nha dé khoéng phai
cua toi.

Ong dai iy ra Iénh cho mot nguoi linh ho :

— Ai & trong nha bi&t diéu ra ngay, ching téi cho
ba phut dé tré raj n€u khong tuan 1énh binh si s&
nd sing.

Trong nha im ling nhu t&, canh cira Ba diy tung
ra khi chay, bat qua bat lai,.vAn khong cé ti&ng
dap lai. Ba phit niing né troi qua, 6ng dai uy ra
1énh :

— No sting.

Ti€ng nd hang loatrit 18n, ti€ng con nit trong x6m
gho khoéc. Dan nd sudt ba phit khéng c6 ti€ng
kéu la. Ong dai dy ra lénh ngung bin, Mui khéi
sing ndng nic :

— Khong con no6 trong nha nay roi.

Déam linh ti€n vao nha, ho bat d¢n pin l1én soi, dan
soi thiing vach nha 16 chd cly tung ci nén xi miing,
khong ¢6 béng mdt aj trong cin nha ving vé nay,
Mot ngudi linh tir ngoai vueon chay vao :

— Ngoai vudn ciing khong c6 ai hét.
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Ngudi dai iy quay lai hoi Ba:

— Co6 biét mit tén nay khong ?

Ba léc diu :

— Da khéng, vi khi né t6i nha téi toan 1a ban dém,
nd khéng cho thip dén nén khong thiy mit :
Bong cé tiéng chd sta ran, tiéng sung ban chi thién,
tiéng chan nguoi chay, tiéng la :

— Dirng lai. -

Ti€p theo 13 mét biing dan nd vang, ti€ng nguwoi
ri lén. Nhitng buéc chan chay rim rim :

— N6, n6 chét réi.

Ong dai uy voichay ra ngoai duwdng hém, Ba chay
theo, dén pin soi loangloidng, 6ng dai uy la 1én:
— Ngirng bén!

C4i xdc ndm séng suwot trén 18 dwong, ngay canh
ciin nha vach cay. Bam linh trang bu lai qnanh xéc
ch&t, khdu sing luc ving ra bén canh nan nhan.
Anh dén pin tir tay ong dai vy chi&u thdng vao
mit xdc ch&, miu nan nhin chiy &ng ¢c th&m
wot miit dwong hém. Mot ngudi linh néi :

— Em thdy né tir sau mot cin nha 16 mod di ra,
hinh nhir n6 dinh ra mé séng, h6é dirng lai né o té
chay, em dudi theo nd sting.

M6t nguoi linh cii xu8ng lwgm khdu sting ¢ ¢
— No6 ¢6 nd lai hai phat, dan bay qua d3u em
cai veo.
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Anh ta trao khlu sing cho vi dai vy. Ong dai vy
nhin nan nhén :

— Ti&c qua né chét rdi, anh em mang x4c né ra
ngoai dutrng cho téi.

BAy gio Ba méi ¢6 dip nhin rd khuén mit clia anh
Nim, ngudi dan 6ng nay déi véi nang hoan toan
xa la. Ong dai uy :

— Diing thiing nay cho ha c6 ?

Ba ngép ngirng :

— (6 |8 dung d6, cdi 4o ca ro nay, cdi qudn nay,
khiu sing nay.

Ngudi dai uy ra 1€nh cho binh si :

— Cong viéc chwra xong, hai ngudikhiéng cai xdc
nay di, titcid & lai khdm xét that k§ x6m nay.

Ba chi vé phia nha minh :
— Trong nha con ddu nhidu vii khi, toi bi&t chd,

Ba nhin cdn nha ndt ma minh d3 & sudt thoi gian qua,
nang con gi dé nudi tiéc, cdn nha d3 tha tiéu tudi tré
cla nang. Nang lai nghi dén ngudi yéu, dén

nhitng 1&i hira hen cia chang, nang chot thd dai.

Ngudi dai iy dirng canh nang don d8c dam linh
dao béi trong cién nha, bon linh reo ho mdi lin
tim thiy moét cAy sung. Nguoi dai dy hoi Ba :
~ Nguyén nhin nao thuc diy co héi chanh ?
Ba cui gim mit, nang khong bigt phai tra loi 1am
sao, ching 1€ nang lai néi ra nguyén nhan gin
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nh&t, nang trd l&i lirng lo :
— Tbi bt min,
— Co c6 than nhan khong ?
Ba lic diu:
— Téi khéng con ai hit,
Trodi tang tAng sdng, dam linh dd dao bé&i xong 8
vii khi ch6én gifu, Ba khai thém :
— Con hai tén nira, céc éng | huc day, th& nao
ching cling v&, toi s€ nhan dién.
Ngudi dai uy turoi cwdi
— Co s& duge tedng thudng xirng dang.
Ba mét mdi. nang ngdi xudng thém nha, nang nghi
d€n d6i mit tron tring cha anh Nim.
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Vi

M U T citi cdu kinh la bon tré :

— Tui bay khong di choi chd khéac thanh vat tui

bay ch&t rao d6, con nha gi ma cirng diu cirng cd
h&t chd noi :

Ba dira tré dirng nhe r¥ng cwdi, ridu cotmu ;
— Khoéi c6 ngdn thanh cla thim di.

Ba dira tré dirng bén canh midu, ching cang tréu
cot mu :

— Bon nay khéng di ddu hét rao, & day a.
Mu Tu cui xach cai chéilong g him doa :
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— Tui bay khéng di tao dénh th&y con 41 mu ngi.
M#t ching nhon nhonra :
— Béinh coi.

Mu Tuw cui tdp t&nh chay ra phia chiing, ba dira tré
reo hd, mu Tw cii vung cai chdi lén :

— Tao d4p ch&t me chiing bay.

Bon tré chay quanh miéu, vira chay vira v§ tay,
mu Tw cii khong tai nao dudi kip chiing, mu thé&
hong héc, mu dirng lai bén canh miéu lam bém
chri béi :

— D& con nha m#t day, bidu khéng dwoc, tao bidt
b me tui bay 13 ai tao mét.

Ba dira tré tinh kho :

— Khéi s¢ di, thoi tha cho thim d6, bon nay di choi.
Ba ditra riinhau di ra ch¢ choi, chiing vira di vira

ca hat. Mu Tw cui dirng twa lung vao than cay bén
canh miéu thé ddc, mu mét qua chirng, ngay nao
bon tré trong x6m ciing ra ph4 phéch cai miBu,
chiing khong coi mu Tw cui ra gi, ching wa choe
mu ndi n6éng d& cudi choi. b

Mu Twcui dwa tay 18n quét md hoéi trén trdn dang
nhd giot, mu quay vao nha, béng mdt ngudi linh
khong quin di xe gin may dirng lai trwéc miit mu:
— Xin 181 thim, thim cé phai 12 thim Tw khong ?
Mu Tw cii ng6é nguwoi linh dep trai dirng trede miit
minh, my 38 doan ra ai, méo ciia con Ba ché

_—
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khong ai khdc. Mu gat d3u:

— Da phai.

Ngudi linh khong quén twoi cudi:

— Héan hanh dwgc bi&t thim, toi c6 nghe Lai néi
nhidu vé thim.

— Anh héi con Lai ha?

— Da, Lai néi thwong thim nhwr me viy.

— Toi quen kéu cb 1a Ba.

— Da, thir ba ma. 'h

— Chi toi c6 viée chi khéng ?

Nguwdi linh khéng quan gio mot to bdo ra, chi vao
mot cdi tin :

— Bdo c6 di#ng tin Lai ra hoéi chanh.
Mu Tuw ciii cwdi :

— Chu ciing bigt c6 Ba la Viét Céng A,

— Da khi doc bdo mé&i bidt,

Mu Tw ciii nhin va vo vao trong xém, mu nhé d&n
cdi dém kinh hoing m3y ngay qua, mu lic diu :
— Thiét t6i khong bi€t néi sao, ai ma dé n6 la
Viét Cong, n6 bio hai t6i ngdi & chidn ciu sudt
mot dém lanh th3y me.

Mu lai ngé ngudi linh :

— B0 chi khdong ngdn né sao ?

— Da ngan gi ?

— N6 1a Viét Cong.

— Nhung hoi chanh rdi, bay gio d4u con ia Viét
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Céng nira.

Mu Tuw Cii lic diu:

— Téi thi ngdn qud rdi, chi con hoi thim no lam
gi nira.

Nguoi linh khdng quin nhin ra b& séng, giong anh
ta trdm xudng :

— Ch4u bigt Lai cdn thuong chdu 18m, vi nghe
chdu nén méi ra hoi chdnh.

— [Fa t6i ¢6 nghe hai ngwoi néi chuyén véi nhau,
ma truede d6 cha cé bi€t no la Viét Cong khong ?
— Thiét tinh chdu khong biét gi h&t tron, chau
n6i choi.

— Téi cling diu c6 biét, téi th&y con nhd d&

thirong nén coi né nhuw con, ai ma d¢ né la Viét
Cong ché!

Mu ngé ngudi linh

— B¢ chi vAn con thwong n6 ha?

— Da,

Mu Tw ciii néi bubng xubi :

— Thiu gi gai ma chiiJa con thwong né lam chi.
Ngudi linh khéng quan cudi :

— Thuwa thim gai thi dau c6 thi€u, nhung chau chi
thvong c6 minh Lai thoi.

Mu T ctii biu moi :

— Tinh cam dir, thdi dep di chu a, coi chirng mang
hoa vio than.
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— Da ¢6 gi ma mang hoa.

— Chi khong ngan bi lién quan a.

Nguoi linh khéng quan Jéc dau :

— Cdm on thim, nhung khoéng sao diu thim.
Nguéi linh khdng quan twoi cuwrdi, anh ta nhin vao
trong x6m :

— Lai dwgcthwdnglonlim thim A, bao diing khéng
nhifng 8 nim viing trong x6m nay b&, ma giia nhu
ca mdt ving nay. Lit chiu lén trung tAm chién
hdi Thi Nghe thim Lai day a, thim c6 nhin gi khong?
— Cho toi go&i 1&i hoéi thim véi, néi voi nd téi hit
gian né rdi, ban sau ¢6 di theo Viét Cong thi noi
cho t6éi biét treéec nghe.

Ngudi linh khéng quan cuwrdi vui vé, anh ta 1én xe
gan may, dap may nd canh canbh,

— Chirng thang nita tyi chdu lAm ddm cudéi thim
a, thim di &n cwéi nghen ?

~— Thiét ha, ra thoéi di di, may 18y n6 th& ndo ciing
dé ra con lai Viét Cong.

Nguoi linh khong quan cudi 16n, chic xe phong
vit di dé lai mot lan khoéi moéng. Mu Tur cii tré
vao nha.

Ba dira tré tir phia che¢ di lai, chiing n6i chuyén om
x0m v& con ma trén cdy keo bén canh cai miéu.
Ching ngdi lai dudi gdc cay vira 4n ca rem vira
phin vao midu.
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Thiing Ti stin n6i :

— Ong gia tao noi con me T chi bAy dit noi ldo,
khdng c6 qui gi ¢ cAy keo nay hét tron.

Thiing C& d3ng v lién :

— Tao ciing nghi vay, ma qui me gi, c6 héom troi
18i hii taora day céc thy con ma nao danh du
irén cdy.

Thiing Lwom nhin 1én cAy :

— C6 th& 6, nhung dau c6 qua tréi nhr con me
T cui noi,

Th&ng Ti sin vA hai thiing kia hoan toAn khéng
dong y :

— Khoéng cé, tao cam doan khong c6 ma, n&u cai

miéu nay linh thiéng thi vat cd tao ché&t roi.
Mot dira hoi :
— May lam gi ma né vat cb?

Ti stin nhon nhon :
— Hém trudc tao leo 18n cAy nay dai xu8ng, dai

ngay trén néc miéu vdy ma c6 thanh thin ma qui
gi dau, n€u linh thiéng thi dd c6 chuyén rdi
Théng Cu ti&t 16 :

— Tao ¢6 #n cdp moOt ndi chudi.

Tufing Lugm coi nhu nhit nhat nh3tbon :

— Tui bay phd qud troi vay?

— May s¢ héi ?

Thing Lwgm run vai mot céi :
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— Tao th3y on &n.

— May khong choi thi thoi, t8i nay tui 6ng pha
cho may coi.

— Phagi?

— CAi midu nay ché con chi gi nira, may nhat nhu
tho 4&.

Lurgm cwong quyét :

— Tao khoéng choi dau.

Thing Ti stin him :

— May khong choi thi thoi, cm n6i ¢6i ai nghen,
h& ra lA may ch&t me voi hai dia tao.

Lugm thé li&n:

— P m4 dira ndo ma mét.

— Ura coi b duwge, hai dira tao s& bidu di&n cho
may coi.

Hai dira ng6 vao trong midu :

— Chwa c6 gl h&t tron, con e T cui 18y h&tdo
12 rai.

— Mé&i ngay con mé &n b¢n, minh phai ra chia bét
véi my ché.

Thing Ti stn 1y luén:

— Ehong ¢6 con ma nao hé&t rdo, con me Tu cui
hu t4t cA moi nguwrdi trong x6m d@ ngudi ta ngadn ma
cting ki&ng cho nhifu, cang cing ki&ng nhiéu con
me Tw ciii cang c6 nhidu d6 dn. Tui bay thdy, khong
hoinay con mé d4u c6 them lam chdilong ga nita,
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con mé s&ng phay phay.

— Heén gi.

~ May thay khong con mé chi hu, hu dwrge nhitng
nguwdi nhat c& thiing Lugm ché dau c6 hu nbdi
6ng gia tao, 6ng gia tao con lAu méi tin di, 6ng
ghét mAy cai k& budn ban thanh lam.

Thing Cu hoi ;

— BAy gio minh lam gi ?

Ti sin :

— Khoan di may, ch¢ (i nay.

— B lai dai trén midu nira sao ?

Ti stin ghé tai Cy noéi tham. Réi chiing néi 1é6n hon:
~— bing ¢o chia cho thing Luwom nghe may.

— Tui bay noilén gitaodo?
— BAau co6, mai thi may bi#t,

— Ma chia gi vy ?

71 Sin vénh véo :

— Tui tao c6 nhigu d5 #&n 1im,

Lu¢m nhin vao trong miéu :

— Tui bay lai danh c&p d6 #n trong nay ché gl.
— May ciing bi€t viy nira sao ?

— Tao biét thira.

— May c6 c6ng nhédn dwa h3u ngon khdng ?

— Ngon nhung &n cdp d6 cung ki€ng phai toi.
Hai théing kia cudiré 1én :

— Sao may ngoan qud vay cho, ai ddy may vy ?
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—- M4 tao, ma tao néi khéng bao gio dwge &n  Ap
d3 ctung-hét, b ma bit dugce thi tao c6 nwée trdn

ludn, |

Ti stin cic c& hoi :

— Bay gio tui tao #n cdp duwge rdi chia cho may
may ¢6 &n khong ?

Liwgm thiy minh bi quy&n ri vio tro choi quai go
cia bon nay no hoi ngin ngai.

— Né&u khong phai téi thi tao én, nhung chic chin
I3 phai tdi roi.

— T&t nhiet 14 may dirng &n.

Thiing Cu né6i :

— B6 con me [ cuiin hoii d6 ciung thi cling chig.?

Ngav nao mé ciing dn.
Théng Ti :

— Trong nha mé mdt nii toan 14 d6 cing, bdi viy
mé dau mudn minh t&i chia phdn véi mé.

Lurom van lic diu :

— Tao chéc la khéng dwrge, béi vi ma tao ciing
ki€ng & miu nay hoai, con mé mét tao hom truac
tao bi ba gid danh cho moét tran qua iréi roi.

Ba dira tré thdy bong me Tu cui di ra, chung linh
linh. bi€n vao x6m. Con mit mu Tw cui g¢km gom
nhin theo, mu ghét cay ghét ding bon con nit trong
x6m ndy, mu doan chirng ba dira nay lai c6 am
muu gi day.
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My Tu cui ra migu, my ngé vao bén trong, khéng
(6 gibi phé phach hét.

Chgt mét nguoi dan ba khé né bung dd di téi,
mot ba xim, ba ta thuong dén cing vai & miéu
nay. Mu Tuw cui vui veé, twoi ngay nét mit :

— Té1i cling ha thim ?

— Da,; cting cho cau pho b cho, héi nay bubén ban
& im quaA.

— Vay ha, xin keo di.

— C6 cho, tui phai xin keo lai, 1in trudc xin cdu
cho réi ma buén ban van & &m.

Mu I'r cii nhin vao cai gid d5 cing clia thim sim,
coi b¢ hoi nhi&u, khong bi#t 13 nhirng thir gi. Mu Tu

cui thap ba nén nhang :

- T6i thap nhang cho thim nay, thim van vai cau
di, by d% cing ra,

Truéc khi cim nhang vao trong mi8u, mu Tu cui
cim nhang vai ba cdi, lam ram kh&n v4ildm nhu
thanh kinh 1&m. Mu 14y ra mét cai dia, hai ddng
bac céc, gieo trén cdi dia, trao lai cho thim sim:
— Thim xin keo di.

Thim sdm r& d6 ciing ra khéi gid, mot miéng thit
quay béing ba ngén tay vang ngdy, nira trdi dwa
h3u, mot nai chudi chin vang, mu Tw cui thim
khen mu sim nay cing bai hau hi qua.

Thim sdm dén &y c4i dia trén tay mu Te cai, thim
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ta cim cA cAi dia va hai d8ngtidn cdc vai lia lia
triedc mitu, thim kh#n vai mot trang, mu Tw cii
khdng nghe ti€nggi ra ting gi Thimsdm dit cai
dia trén b miéu giao hai ddng tién 1&n trén. hai
dong tién quay quay mét héi réi ndm im. Mit thim
sim chot tiroi 18n, nhin vao c4ai dia :

— Cau cho toi rél, tréi oi toi mirng qué {roi neé
My Tuw cui x4n lai gin :

--- Thim xin cdu gi vay ?

— Lam 4p phe, téi con nghi ngy nén hoéi cau, cao
cho, lia nay t6i triag mdi 10. i¢i cing ciu mot
con heo quay ché khong phai mdt mié€ng thit quay
nhw bita nay dau.

Mu Tuw ciii cling cuyi nhe ham ring kh#p khénh!
— Tring mi, cau d4 cho thi khéng thé nao khong

du yc. Hom treédc c6 ngudi dan ba co6 dira con di
lac, t&i van vai cdu xin keo, cdu cho nhuw thim d6,
ngay ngay hém sau ba ta tim dugc dira con, ba
toi 18 ta on cdun qué troi,

Thim sim cang tin dif, thim nhin vao trong midu :
— C4u thiét 1a linh thiéng, cau s€ lam thin khu
nay ché khong phai chuyén chei dau.

— Cau lam thin réi ché,

— Da, ngudi linh thiéag nhw céu thi thigt 1la dédng
lam thdn, nhung cau ciing khé tdnh 1&m, nhidu
ngudi xin keo hoai ma khong dwge, cdu dau co cho
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Mu Tu ciii ninh, ti€p :

— Ay, miy ngudi d6 12 m3y ngudi 4in & khéng cé
dire, cau ghét mit, ddu c6 cin cing qua nhidu,
nguoi c6 dirc thi téi tay khdng cdu cling cho.

— Da, c4i mit clla cdu la méat thanh,

Thim sim thp thém nhang vao midu, thim khong
quén duea cho mu Tu ciii m3y chuc bac :

— Thim cim d& m#y chuc bac #n triu,

My Tw ciii d& 18y tiZn, lu6on miéng cdm on, my
khoe cong lao tréng coi, mu lai k& v& cdi ché&t caa
cau, d6 12 théi quen cha mu khi nhan ti&n cha ai
cho, 8¢ di mu phai néi nhidu nhuw vdy vi mu khéng
mudn bi m#c cdm, mu mudn nhén nhitng d6ng tién

gitip d& moét cach thodi mai hon :
— Tir héi ndo d&n gid toi coi soc cdi midu nay,

cdc ba téi cing bai thwong toi van cho téi tidn la
chuyén thuwdng, ti€n thanh téi cling khéng tiéu bay
tidu ba, toi cling 48 mua nhang d&n cho cau, t3i
ndo t6icling thip nhang cho cdu trwéc khi di ng.
Thim sim gat ddu :

— Thim nghi vay 1a phdi, th&i budi chin tranh
ndy ailam dwgec viéc gi phic dirc khong nén bd qua.
Mu Tw cui cang dwgc trén

— N&u khong c6 cAi miu nay chic la téi cling lén
chua nao do6 ldam cdéng qud, nhung tdi nghi hiu
ha cdu d4y ciing la mot cach tu réi.
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— Phéi, phéi, thim nghf rit phéi.
Thim sim cim thém ba cidy nhang nira, van vai
xong xudi réi moi x€p do vae gid, nhung mi&ng
thit quay va dua h3u 48 lai:

— Téi dé lai mAy thir nay cho thim #n l4c thénh,
m#y hom nira ma t6i tring mdi toi s& téi ta on cdu,
— Da, to6i cling mong cho thim tring mdi.

Thim sim ra v&, cho cho thim di that xa, mu Tuw
cii méi len 1én ngé vao mifu coi lai mi€ng thit
quay va miéng dwa h&u, mu nghf bung hiy dé ngoai
mi8u nady mdt lic di, chidu nay mu s& mdt bira
com thit ngon lanh.

Mu Tw cui di vdo nha, tréi vE chi®u ndng gay giit,

cdi ning bdng da bong thit, khéong c6 mét ti gio
mat nao, miy cai muyn & chdn mu Tw cui lai nhom

nhép chdy nuwéc, méy con rudi xanh toan dau lén
d6 miy lin, mu Tw cui xua dudi, miéng lém bém
chiri th. |
M3y con rudi xanh bay véng vong ngoai tréi ndng
moOt hdi roi bay lot vao trong miéu, chiing bu vao
mi&ng thit va mi€ng duva hdu cang luc cang nhifu,
dong d€n @i ng wdi ta khéng nhin thdy miéng thit
va mi€ng dwa d Au nita, ngudi ta cbhi nhin thiy luc
nhic toan rudi xanh.

Mu Tw cti nfim trén vdn ngt mét giiic ngon lanh
toi tan chidu, Khi mu tinh day troi di t3i mit, mu
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chot nhé téi mi€ng thit va mifng dua h8u mu véi
vang chay ra mu&u, my khéng con thiy miéng dua
h#u nita, cA mi€ng thit, nai chudi. Mu 14 héa lén
chiri m 1, ba thdng con nit ra dirng nhin my mot
cach binh than, chiing lam nhw khéng bi&t chuyén
gl xay ra, chiung ¢on ra hoi choc mu nita ;
- M4t dd cing a?
- Tao khong néi chuyén vadi tui bay, tao chii
dira nao dn céip loc thanh cho thanh viin ¢d (h&t di.

— Pira ndo ma mit day qud khéng bi&t ha ?

Mu nlin ba dira tré, m3y thiing 6n con nay cheé
khéng c6 ai khac. Mu chtri béi om xom, mu bai
ci cha me nhitng thiing én cdp 46 thanh ra chii.
Bon con nit cang choc mu dir.

Troi t8i mit, mu Tu cii ¢fing 43 mbi miéng, mu
tr& vao nha md ndi com ngudi tanh nguodi ngit
ra, my danh chan nuwéc mim #n.

Mu Tw cui him hwc nudt mi&ng com nhat th&ch,
mu chu nhau nhw mét con ché x#u tinh bi tranh
mit phin xuwong :

— Tb cha cdi quan m#t day, cai quan &n cdp loc
thanh, ching may dn vo chiing may s& nd hiund cd
ch&t cha ch&t 6ng noi chiing bay, c4i quan khi thin
khi thanh, cai quin ch&t b ch&t bui, ch&t nim doi
mudi doi chiing bay.

Cang nghi ngoi mu Tw ciii cang tirc khi chiri béi
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vung vit, Anh dén diu chap chon chifu hét héng
mu lén vach go lung linh. My én xong mu van cda
chiri, mu chiri d&€n pho ca nguoi, my ndim thé dde.
Ba th&ng 16i di qua nha my nhin vao, ching khoaiti:
— Con mé tirc dir.

Mot thing noi :

— Thiét tinh ma néi, tac a khong thdy ngon lanh
gi rdo, tao th3y ghé ghé, hai dira bay th3y rudi bu
dong qud mang khong ?

Théng Ti stiin xo0a c4i bung tron ciing cta minh :
— Tao ciling khong th#y ngon gi, nhung ciing én
dugc, tao #n nhiéu nhit.

Thing Lwgm la dira khong #in miéng ndo, né noi
vori hai thing ban :

— Tui bay choi gac con mé dir, con mé dang ghét
thiét, nhirng fao khéng thé in dwgc, tao ma #n
m4a tao bi&t danh tao ch&t lu6n, ma tao néi cé
nghich ngom pha phach dau thi pha, chd may noi tho
cung ma tao cam.

Thang Cu tire khi :

— Bo hai dira tao mét may ha ?

Thing Ti sin huych ban mét cai :

— May la thing ga chét.

— a tao ga chét do, thang nao choi véi tao thi
choi ma khong choi thi théi, tao céc céin thiing nao
hét tron,
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Théng Cu bfu méi :

— Lam phéch dir.

— B0 hém nay may c6 ti€n bao tui {ao #n ci rem
ching ? i
— Ma tao hoi chi€u méi cho tao hai chuc, sae
tui may ddnh hoi tai vay ?

Tl:é&ng Ti sin cwoi nhe ham riing sin :

— Khoi cdn danh boi, thdy may lam bd 1a tyi tao
bigt may (6 lién, hai chuc minh &n dugc ba ly kem,
mudi lim déng, con nim dong minh mua thude
Salem hiit choi,

Thing Lugm lwom hai dira ban :

— Tén hoai 4, tao da nhan loi bao hai dira bay dau?
Thiing Cu tan thém :

— May d4u phai thding keo, may hao hoa phong
nhd qua troi ma, co tién c6 bao giyé may khong
bao: tui tao dau.

Luom giao hen truéde :

— Ma4i thding chi dwgce in mét 1y thoi nhé.

— Pt me, ¢6 mudn &n hai ly cling d&ch co ma #n,
c6 tién lam tang qua troi qua ddt, treéc may idn
cia tao bao nhiéu tao c6 lam tinh lam téi may
khong, bay gié c6 mily dong bac dd lén mait lam
tang, thoi- khong thém &n clia n6 nita Cu &, minh
khoi choi véi né nira di.

Lugm cudng lén :
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— E, tui bay néi gi vay, tao chiun choi ma, tao néi
gl dau, tao lam tang hoi nao, tui bay néi tdm bay.
Hai th&ing kia hdy con lam bé ;

— May «¢m&i» hai dira tao thiéttinh ché ?

— ['a moi, mai tao cén méi nira, mai ma tao cho
tao nhidu tién hon hém nay nita kia, ngdy mai tao
bao tui may #n téi hai ly kem 1dn, chiu hén ?

— Thiét hén ?

— Néi ldo lam con hai dira bay,

Thing Ti sin, thdng Cu reo 1én :

— Di, bay gi¢ ba dira_minh ra chg.-

Ba dira chay m6t mach ra che, mai khuya ching
mé&i chiu giftnhau v&. Théing Ti stin va thing Cur 1a
hai anh em. Nira dém thing Ti sin th&y bung
minh dau quan, nd 16p ngdp bo day di cau, nd thay
thang Cu & trong cau di ra, mat con nhan

nhé. Ti stn néi véi em : o

— Sao tao th#ly dau bung qua ?

— Tao ciing vay.

Ti Stn lo léng :

— Chai diu néng dau h& may ?

— Tao d& & diu giudng.

Bung thing Ti sin dau quiin, né cii gdp ngudi
xudng, rén nho nl'd, md hoi né toat ra dﬁm dia.
— Ui da dau qua.

Cu ciing nhén nho;
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— Tao lai budn di ciu nira.

Bung th#ing Ti séin cang lic cang dau di doi, rujt
gan no x0ilén ung uc, né khdéng kip chay vao trong
cdu, né vii ludn ra quin, né cé6 cAm tudng t4t ca
rudt gan né d&u tudn ra rdo, thing Cu ciing khong
chiu ndi nita, hai dira ngdi bét xudng dit, con dau
bung ndi l&n tirng hoi. Thiing Ti stin rén ri, né lén
ti€ng goi :

— M4 oi mé oi.

Ba me hai dira tré dang ngt chot nghe ti&ng rén la
ctia con, ba chom day chay xudng b&p, mui phan
khim thdi x6ng 1én nong nic, ba bat dén :

— Tuyi bay sao vy ?

— Dau bung, dau bung qu4 m4 oi,

— C4a hai dta tui bay?

— Da, i da dau qua,

Ngudi dan ba cudng 1én, chay 1&n goi ch8ng. Ngudi
chdng dang ngi say bi danh thirc didy buwc minh
hdi:

— Cdi gl vay ?

— Hai dira ching né lam sao kia ?

— Hai dia nao ?

— Hai dira con minh ch& con hai dira nao nira,
ching tring déc rdi, ia tim lum duwéi b&p kia.
Nguoi chong chom day :

— Ha, cdi gi, tring d6c ha ?
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Ong ta nhiy phéc ngay xudng giwdng, chay xudng
bé&p.

— Ching may lam sao vay ?

Hai dira bé 1én ri : Ong voi vang cui xudng, éng
hét ba vo :

— Ly dau gdp di.

Hai dirabé lin 16n dwéi dit, ching Ia dai tim lum,
nguwdi cha thoa ddu khidp nguoi hai dira nho, 6ng
ta rénri:

— Troéi oi, tui bay sao vay, ching may tring ddc
roéi, ching may &n udng bay ba gi ha dé qui.

Ca hai dira mo héi va ra, mit miii nhot nhat, chung
rén ri:

~ Pau qué ba m4 oi.

Ngudi cha ngudc 1én néi véi vo :

~— Phai dwa ching n6 di nha thwong gép, ching né
tring dgc rdi.

Ba vg cudng quyt:

— Troi oi khong biét chiing né lam sao viy khia,
ching may &n gi ?

Nguoi chong tdt ti m¥c 4o :

— Toi phdi di kéu xe dwa chiing n6 di nha thurong
gdp, nguy rdi.

— Ong sang kéu tam Ong y t4 sang ddy.

Khi nguéi chéng di khoiba vo gan hdihai dira con :
— Chiing may iin udng gl, & d4u, néi ngay d2 tao
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di thua linh bt thdy me ching né.

Thing Cu phé&u phao trd 1o :

— Tui con #n.., #n .. thit quay... dwra.., dwa h&u..,
— O dau ?

— Ngodi... midu...

Ngudi me hét 1én :
— Tyoi oi 14 trod, ching bay hai tao r8i, chiing bay

ché&t rdi, sao con ngu dai qua vady con, noi ngudi
ta thé cung ching may dam.... ddm.... C4u vat
chﬁrrlg may roi...

Nguwéi dan ba miéc cho hai dira con lin 19n duéi
d4t, ba ta chip tay vai lia vai lia :

— Trim lay c4au, ngan lay cdu, hai dira con toi

ngudai xin ciuto long nhan dao thwong 18y chiing
nod, 161 nguyén xin ta on cdu mot con heo.

Vira luc 8y nguwdi chdng vE nha véi ong y td trong
x6m, nguoi chéng hét 1én

— Ba lam c4i gidng gi vay ?
Nguwdi y ta voi vang chay téi coi bénh hai dira tré

anh ta lic diu :
— Thd ta rdi, toi chi c6 thd chich cho c2m, phai

dwa chiing n6 di nha thuong gép, chdm khOng ctru

dwoc dau.

Ngudidan ba khécbu lu bii loa :

— Ong o1 chiing né ngu dai, chiing n6é ddm #n d6
cing ngoai midu cdu, bay gio cau trirng phat, 6ng
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dra hiing né di nha thwong di, toi ra mi&u xin
cau,

Ngudi y td phu Juwe voi ngudi chong dua hai diva
bé ra khéi nha, Ngudidan ba cudng quit chay theo
vira chay vira la 18i &m x6m, lam ca xém thire gifc,
ba ta van vai nhw mot con mu dién, khi chiéc tic
xi dwa chdng con ba ta di, ba ta chay thfng ra
midu qul xup xudng lay nhu & sao. L&i x6m cé
ngudi td md ciing chay theo ra, phit chdc khong
khi ban dém néo loan. Linh gdc trén ciu bén sing
chi thién, mdt ngudi dan ba binh {inh chay té&iclu
kéu lén :

— Dirng bén cac 6ng oi, ba con 18i :x6m day,
Nguwoi linh géc trén ciu hdi :

— Chuyén gi vay?

Nguoi dan ba di tod, giai thich ;

— Chiing 16i ra min céu, c¢6 hai dira nhd bij cau
vat, me n6é ra miéu xin.

— Céu nao ?

— Da cau thé & miéu.

Ngudi linh nhin ra ddm déng 1dm bim :

— DPém hém khuya khodt chi lam on, gidi tan v&
ngay khong bit budc chiing t6i phai nd sung.
Ngudi dan ba nén ni :

— Xin x&p thong cam cho, ma né chi cé hai dira
cho ma n6 van vai cdu, cdu tha mang cho ching.
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— Ba b'&t bAy gio 1a m3y gio dém kbong, dém hém
khuya khodit chi dwgc cai lam dn, thoi vE di,
Ngudi dan ba tré lai midu, nguoi trong xém Féo
ra moéi lic mdt dong hon, baA me hai nan-nhin
dang xi xyp kh#n vai luén miéng, dam dong ri tai
nhau, phiit chdc ci x6m biét hai dira con nha chi
Bay 6m phd miéu, &n cap d6 & miéu bij cau vat.

My Tu cui cling thire gific, mu thdly rin rin & ngoai
m &u, mu di ra héi nguyén do, mu thap tréd, my
ngtra miit 18p, 14 : diu, lam mt cir chi tuyét vong :
— Theéi roi, khong con hy vong gi nita roi, toi da
bdo truwée chiing n6 ma, tdi van lay chiing né nira,
nhung ching c6 nghe dau, chiing nhit dinh pha
biing duwgc ma, bAy gio cau ndi gian qua roi, kho
xin c4u nika roi.

Mu Tw cui k& 18 :

— Toi bi&t chiing n6 mot bon ba thing ché khéng
phai hai thing, ching vo h&€t rdo do6 cing ki&ng
trong nay, mdt mi€ng thit quay, ntra trai dea h#u,
chudi ne¢, hinh nhw chi ¢é6 viy, it vAy nhwrng ciing
la 45 #n cha thanh thdn. Toi dd h&t léi van lay
chiing né, chirg né cé dé 16i yén ddu, ching cén
churi tdi nira cho.

Nguoi trong x6m td mo :

— Thim th#y ba dira ha, thim nhé (héng kia la con
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ai khong ?

Ai ciing nom nop lo s¢ diva thir ba ]1a con minh, my
nhin vao tirng mit, mu néi ddi :

— Pang 1€ toi chiing thém néi lam chi, téi néi thém
dc khlu, nhung théi téi n6i lam phwéce, lo ciing
ki€ng ta 16i véi clu di, chic nha nao d6 ¢6 nhon
cd dirc nén cdu chwra no lam toi.

Mu bdng toi tredrec mit mot ngudi dan ba con tré,
néi voi giong 4i ngai :

— Chij &, lo cing ki€ng cho théing Lw¢gm nha chi
di, chi thwdng ra ciing bai ddy nén c4u cén nghi
d&n c4i tinh chic 1A cdu khong nd.

Nguwéi dan ba nhidy deng Ién :

— Thing Lugm nha téi ?

— Phdii, n6 véithiing Ti siun thiing Cu, ba thiing
chiing né hdi chidura pha phach ngoai nay, 16i néj
ching né, ching chivi lai t6i, chti cd cdu mia,
chiing né &n cip @6 cing xong réi con phong ud
tdm lum, t6i méi don dep xong rdi vira méi di
ngl ne, noi cho chi biét, ldn nay 1A cau gidn ldm
roi d6, méy lin truéc cdu tha thi,

Mot ngudi hdi :

— B ba thiing nhd ph4 nhigu ldn roi ha ?

Mu Tw cii duge dip tra thu :

— Khoéng phai chi cé ba dira chiing né, con nhidu
dira khéc, ca thiing con chi nira.

s

ven dé 131

https://tieulun.hopto.org



— Con toi ?

— Ché sao, thiing Tam phli khong ? Chinh thing
Tam di tirng leo 18n ciy dai xudng noc midu.

— ‘I'r¢i 04, sao bay gi¢ chi méi néi cho téi hay ?
— Hoi strc d4u toi noi dé mang ti€ng 4c.

Mu vénh miit, hin hoc :

— Nguwai ta tirng khi ré téi, coi téi c6 ra gi, toico
didu gi khéng phii noi dau co6 ai nghe, Con chi
khong hay khong phai toi noi no, né chiri téi, toj
c6 mét chi, bi&t dau chi khﬁng binh con ma chwi
toi, bo toéi ngu iim sao ?

Mot ngudi din ba ngira miéng néi :

— Ai ma churi lai chi, cbico chi chiri nguoi ta thoi
cho.

Khong khi méi lic méi thém gay c8in, moi ngudi
phdi can. Linh trén cau no sing ding dung giai
tan dam dong, nhwng khong ai chiu vé nha. Ba nguoi
linh phai tdi tan noi.

— Bo cac ngudikhong nghe lénh chiing t6i hay sao
cac nguoicéd bidt bay giov 12 miy gid dém roi
khong ? Ciac nguwoi nén bidt rlng bay gio gioi
nghiém ai ra dwong chiung t6i c6 1énh bén bd,
Mot ngudi dan ba cong con:

— Bénha, blin di coi, chiing téi c6 1am gi d4u, chirg
toi ciing bai ma, b6 cdc ngudi mrdn dan 4p ton gia
hé, cac nguoi xAm pham dén ty do tin ngudng,
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Mot ngudi linh néng mau :

— Khéng c6 néi nhiéu, cac ngurdi khong chiu vé nha
chiing t0i bin, cé vay thoi.

‘Anh ta l1én dan, ddm dong bit diu xao déng, nliwrng
mu dan ba gia hong vin lam 16i :

— Ba con dirng co 1o, téi noéi ne, toi ndi IC phai,
toi khong so ai hét.

Ba ngudi linh nhin nhau r6i nbin mu dan ba, mét
nguoi co 18 1a cdp chi huy t6i trede mal mu :

- Bat budc t6i phai bat chi diéu tra, chi cé nhiéu I&i |18
chéng d6i co lgi cho Cong San.

Nguoi dan ba bat du cudng lén, mu khéng cén
binh tinh, nh#&t la mu thdy dam déng khong
hwdng irng minh :

— B0 cdc 6ng bit téi sao ?

— Phai ching t0i bét chi.

— ToOi c6 lam gi dau ?

— Khéng clin bi&t, nhung ching toi b3t budc phai
dwa chi v& ti€u knu didu tra v& nhitng loi néi cia
chi.

— Nhung t6i c6 t9i gl ?
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— N2u khong c6 t¢i gl thi chi s& v8, bling khong
chi & tu,

Mu dan ba cang hoding hdn :

— Cac 6ng nay bit téi thiét sao, chong téila linh
ma. ’

— Chong chi la linh thi ching tdi cang nén bét nita.
Nhitng miii sing di gin vdo ngudi chi ta, khong
ai ciru chi duogc nira, ai ciing c6 vé s¢ sét, chi ta
danh phdi xudng nwée nén ni :

— Cac 6ng biit 10i tdi nghiép, t6i cdn chau nho &
nha, chéng téi dém nay di trerc khong c6 ai coi nha.
Nguoi linh cwong quy8t :

- Né&u chij khéng cé téi thi mai chéng chi Ién tiéu khu
l3nh vé.

Bay gio thi hon via mu [én may, mu cudng quit

xin x0 :

— Toi nghiép té6i ma cac ong.

Mot ngudi linh ti€n d€n ddm déng:

— Théi xin ddng bao gidi tan di, ai v& nha niy,
ciing vai thi d& sing mai, bay gi& khuya qua réi.
bam d6ng ngoan ngodn vao xém. Con tro iai mu
dan ba v&i ba ngudi linh, ba ngudi 4p thi my 1én
ciu, mu ludn miéng van lay. Ho biat my dirng &
ddu ciu, mot trong ba nguoi linh hoi ban :

~— Minh tinh sao v& vu nay ?

Ngudi thugng si. n6i nhé véi hai nguwoi linh

. <
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— Minh d&n mit choi v4y thoi ché bit bé me gi,
dé cho ba ch3ng dirng do6 téi sdng minh tha vE ma.
Trong khi d6 mu dan ba luén miéng niun ni, mu
khée léc¢, ngudi thuwgng st bue minh trd lai:

— Bay gi¢ chi mudn v& phai khong ?

— Da thua thugng si thwong cho em.

— Ban sau chi khong c6 1ép nhép cdi miéng nita
nghe, coi chirng mang hoa a.

— Da em khong dam.

— Dang |y ra téi giao chi v& 1iéu khu & tuy ding
d6 phan x&r, nhuwng théi chi da biét héi cai thi téi tha chi.
Chj dan ba vai lién mét cai :

— Cém on thuwong sf,

— Thoi chi vé di.

Mu dan ba quay lung dilin mot méch khéng dam
ngoanh lai. My ta vé dén xém moi nguwoi von con
thirc. CO ngudi to mo hdi :

— Sao, linh thi bac a ?

Mu lai vénh véo:

— Téi t¢i tinh gi ma bat kia chir ?

— C6 dua 1&n tidu khu khong?

— Lén ciing vay théi, téi trinh bay diu duei cau
chuyén véi 6ng dar iy, 6ng rly may ngudi linh qua
trod, Ong con néi linh khéng duoc quydo xtic pham
toi te do tin ngudng cha dong bao, khong chirng
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ba th&ng cha linh dé s& bi 8ng nhét, 8ng la riy
ho, bt ho xin 15i t6i, ddnh xe dwa 16i v& tdn déu

xom, ,
— Banh qua ta, 1
— Khong banh gi nhung 18 phai ma, minh ¢é lam
digu gi gian ddi ddu ma sq,

C6 ngudi ha h§c miéng nghe mu dan ba, hg cam
pL.uc con ngudi can dam, My néixong céu chuyén,
mu khong quén hoi :

- Hai dra con chiBarasao ?

- Chi v6 nha thuong véi anh réi, toi thay khé qua
khoi qu4, binh thi con chita duge ché thin thanh

ma vat thi ¢6 dng troi ciru, hai thing nhé nha do
nghich thin siu nhit x6m nay.

— Con théing Luwom ?

— Me né v& danh né qué trdi, n6 khai hai thiing
kia du né #n, nhung né thdy do nén khéng &n, ma
c6 1€ no noi thiét, né khong lam sao hét tron.

— Nhung ddu sao thi me né ciing phéi cing ta on
céu,

— M4 né tinh ngdy mai lam ga cing dé.

— Téi cling phai cling cdu, cdu linh qué troi.
L&i x6m ban tdn x6nxao d&n gin sang ciling khong
hét chuyén, cAu chuyén xoay quanh d& tdi miéu
cdu, b nguwdi dung dirng 1én rng trwdc khi cau
vill hai dira n* 6 cdu di bdo mdng che ma no biét
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triede cl tulin 1€, MOt ngudi to mo héi

— Tai sao thim lai biét chuyén nay ?

— Thi m4 né néi véi téi ma, ma né n6i ma nd ndm
mé thiy mot ngudi con trai mi: 4o dé hién ra néi
riing ba dirng d& cho con b pha t6i réi bi€n mét.
Chi Ba dau c6 d& y chuyén nay, chi ta ciing khoag
bi€t @6 12 hdn caua, bay gio nghi lai méi bidt thi
mudn qua roi.

Cau chuyén moi lic mgt tré nén huyén ho#ic, nhidu
giai thoai vé cau duoc ké ra, mot nguoi dan balo an:
— Xo6m minh nhiéu con nit phai coi chirng ching
méi dwge bon con nit thi c6 bigt kiéng n& gi ai dau
8t hon h&t minh cho phép mu Tw cui cir thiy dira

‘nao lang ra pha ngoai midu thi danh thiy me. cong
minh nuoi con sudt bao nhiéu ndm troi, pha can,

cau vat cho chét ling dung ra dé réi than troi 3.
— Cai ngudi ch&t vao gio linh nguy hidm vay de.
Gin s4ng chide tic xi chd thdy Ba v&, 18i x6m bu
quanh héi tham :

— Binh tinh hai dira nhd ra sao thiy ?

Mit miii thdy Ba pho phac, thiy ldc diu tuyét vong :
— Chiing n6 chét ca roi.

— Tréi oi -

Thiy ‘Ba rom rém niréc mit quay vao nha, thiy
dang mubn ndi dién 1¢n vi m&t con, thiy khéng.
mudn trd 1oi nhitng cdu hdi thim vo nghfa, hinh
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&nh hai dira con chap chon trong d&u thily. Thiy
dong ctra kin vao nha nim.
L3i xé6m cang ban tan dir, h9 ng6 ra miéu clu:

— Cau linh dit, hai thing nhoé nay chic qua 1im
cdu moi vat ch&t d6, ngady mai minh phai lo ciing
ki€ng cidn than, phai gitt quanh mi&u cho thanh
khiét.

— Minh giao ludn cai miéu cho mu Tw cii lo, minh
gop ti€n nudi né, ma khdéi nuodi ciing dwee, noi
@5 cting ki&ng ciing dd cho con mé no rdi

Troi tang ting sang thim Ba v&, thim kéu khéc
vang rin tir ngoai diu xoém, thim vat vi trudc
milu cau !

" — Cau o1 14 cau, con t6i c6 tdi tinh gi véi cdu toi
xin chiu t¢i thay ching, cdu n& long nao vat chét

h&t ca hai dira ching, cau oi lA c4u. Bay gi®¢ caucéd
linh thiéngthi cAu vat ch&t ndttoi di, toi con sdng
lam gi nita ha tréi. '

— Thim Ba d4p ddu binh binh vdo gdc cdy bén
canh midu. Nhirng ngudi dan ba trong x6m s¢ qua,
vOi toi nang thim ddy, s¢ ring trong khi dién
cudng thim Ba #n néi khong gitr mom gilk miéng,
cham vao vong linh cdu, ciu hai cd x6m thi khdn
hét,

MOt ngudi ddn ba an ai thim Ba :
— Thoi thim oi, s8ng ch&t cé sd, dau cb ai tranh
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khdi, troi khéng cho hai dira con thim s&ng lam
ngudi thi danh chiu ché biét lam sao ?

Thim Ba giAy lén danh dach nhw con cé loc bi
dap d&u :

— Khong thdn khong thanh gi h&t tron, than thanh.
gi ma bAt nhan vat moét lwgt ch& hai dira con
ngudi ta.

Ngudi dan ba véi bit miéng thim lai, bai ba nguoi
khac phu Irrc diu thim Ba vao trong x6m, hang x6m
xum d6ng lai an 0i méi nguwdoi mot ciu.

Tréi sang ré mit ngudi, cdu chuyén cdu vat chét
hai dira nhd lan truyén ra téi tdn ngoai cho.
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Vil.

-—N A Y, ba bi€t khong, cai midu cdu déng kia

linh 1¥m, méi vat ch&t dém qua hai dira nhd dé.
— Mi&u nao ?

— Miéu cdu ma minh thudng di che qua hodi 46,
ba dira ph4 phach b4y ba trong migéu, d¢m hém qua
cdu vAt chét twoi hai dira, con mot dira ngéc ngu,
chwa chic dd qua khdi, Nguoi ta ddn linh 18m, ai
Xin gi cfing duwgce, mién la cing ki€ng cho thanh
tAm.

— DI nhién cing ki€ng la phai thinh tAm réi.
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— Lét nira bédc di ciing véi téi khéng?

— Ura di thi di, d& ban xong dd da.

— T6i di mua nhang dén nhé,

— Mua gitim toi nita, 14t t6i dwa lai tién.

Hai ba ban hang rong ngoai che¢ néi chuyén véi
nhau. Ba ban dirng day, ba kia lo bdn hang, mét
ngudi dan ba khich hang quen ngdi x4 xudng dn
bun bi hoi :

— Chuyén gi d6 thim?

— Chuyén cdi mi8u linh thiéng ?

— Mi&u nao ?

— Phia d3u dudng ding kia, chi midu the clu ?
— Cau nao vay?

— C4u 12 oan hon udng tir hoi t&€t Mau ThAn, ngudi
ta th¥y linh nén lap miéu thd, méi dém hdi hom

cAu vat ch&t hai dira nhd, con mét dira ngic ngu,

téi e ciing khoé sdng.
— Thié¢t ha ?

— Tr&i oi bo t6i noéi ldo sao, d4u cé6 phéi minh t6i
noéi, cd cho néi um xuum sudt tir sang dén gio.

— Ngén qué nhi, noi the cling ma phé phach thi cau
vat chét cling la phai.

— Oan hdn udng t&r bao gi¥ cling viy, phii lo ciing
ki€ng dang hoang ch& khong pha lim, minh bi&t

lo cing ki€ng thi hg phit hd cho minh, C6 m¢t thim
sim xin keo cdu, cidu cho, viy ma tring mdi 4o,
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Méi ngdy hom trudce sita con & he, thim sim ngén
qud tinh ban dd ban thdo di, thim ta di xin keo,
cdu noi dirng ¢6 ban, ngay hom sau djt nhién sira
bin sach trén thi trwdng, thim sdm trung mdi do6
thiétlalom, Toi nghe nguoi ta noi vay thoi, d& hom
nao gip thim ta toi hoéi thir coi.

— B¢ linh véy sao ?

— Khong linh ma nguwoi ta ciing 18 xi xup sudt ngay,.
d4u c6 phai chi ddn budn ban viit ma ci 6ng no
ba kia, b0 m3y nguwdi d6 ngu hdt sao ?

Ba #n bi bin chim chi nghe, ba ta chot chét céi
miéng :

— Nha t6i & giin d6 ma t6i khéng d& ¥ d6, toi thiy

1ap c4i midu lén toi nght cling giéng nhw may cai
mi€u dgng & 1€ duwdng cling miy oan hon bi xe

hoi cén, ché dau ¢6 nghi linh nhu vay ?

— V& béc di ciing thir coi.

— Phéi d6, lat toi ra chg mua m6t nai chudi, minh
ngheo chiic cu ciing thong cam.

— Cting ki&ng minh thanh tam 1a dwoc rdi, dirng
n6i dén chuyén giau nghéo ma phai téi véi thdnh
thdn, To6i nghe noi ai cé binh tat gi toi cdu xin can
cau cling phd h¢ cho khoi dé. ‘
— Vay ha, t6i co6 théing con binh hoai khong khai
sudt mot ndm nay thuSc thang h&t thidy no dé.
thay kia. |

— Vay thi téi miéu cau di, cdu linh 18m, chi o
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tin toi.

Chi trong vong mét budi sang thién ha don dai
ve st linh thiéng clia céu, lan truyén khip che.
Tir muwdi giy sang mu Tw chi th#y ngudi un un
kéo t&i ciing bai diy mitu, mu Tu cui khong hidu
ddu dudbi ra sao, cdu chuyén hai dira tré ph4 midu
bi cdn vat ch&t mu Tw cui phai k& di ké lai khong
bi€t bao nhiéu lin, d6 cing ki€ng bay diy ra ca
ngoai dudng. Mu Tw cii khéng quén nhic nh&
moi ngudi,

— Toi 13 nguwoi hdu ha cau tir luc cdu lAm chung
cho t&i khi d5ng bao trong x6m lap miéu the, téi
lai quét don miéu, Cong viéc lam #n t6i phai bo

rdo, chi con tréng vao loc cua cau,
Mot ngudi dan ba nhin mu T cii :

— Phuée dire qud, chi ld nguwdi phude die, caun
cho chi &n loc d6, thiét chi 1d ngudi tu (ir kiép
trrdc méi dwge huwdng do.

Mu Tw ciii cwdi nhiin nhéin, mu nghi d€n twong
lai sdng lan cta my, réi day thién ha s& nudém
nwop kéo d&n 1€ bai & mitu nay mu tha hd no.
Mu nhin d6 cing é h&, rdi my nhin ciin choi nhd
xfu ctia minh, mu khong th& chira b&t va cling
khong thd #in h&t, my dam lo 1&ng.

D4m ma hai dira tré tir trong x6m di ra, thim Ba
ken gao khocloc thim thigt, con thiy Ba ling thinh
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nhin v& phia miu, thiv nhin nhirng ngudi d€n
cung bat biing con mit dm hon, thdy hdm thim :
— Th& nao ciing c6 lin tao dap bé cai miéu nay
xem thing ndo lam gi tao, d6 moi ro.

Mu Tw ciii chi chd cho ngudi dan ba dirng canh
minh :

— D6 dam ma hai dira nhd ph4 midu bi cau vat
ch&t do.

Moi ngudi rung minh le ludi :

- Linh thiéng thet, con nit con néi khéng biét
day bao ra noi thé phuong phé phach chi thiét

cho cha me, céng on nudi dudng sudt bao nhiéu
nidm (roi.

Mu x6n x0On vira khfin vai xong :
— CAu 1a thanh th3n, cau nhon hau, chicla phéi

c6 didu gl qua x4 14m day nén cdu méi quat chét
twroi vay cho.

Mu Tw cui giai thich :

— Thi hai thédng nho6 nay nghich trin ai nh&t xé6m
ma, 161 la ming no6 bi&t bao nhiéu lin rdi ché cé
phai khong d4u, chic la An nay cdu gidn qua nén
md&i ra cé s nhuw vy,

Mu x6n x6n suy luin : 1
— Toi thi cho !a #n thua & cai dirc cia bo me,
ngudi dn & c6 nhon ¢ dirc thi thanh thin d& cheé
nao thanh thin mudn hai, chic hfn b& me kém
dirc day nén con c&i méi phai chiu, ngudi chdng
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gia dinh nay lam nghé gi thim bi&t khéng ?

— Hinh nhw lam c6ng chure gi dé.

Mu x6n x6n khong miy bing long vé céu tra loi
cia my Tw cui :

— Chi néi sao, chi lam cOng chirc théi 4, vo ly,
khong nh#t dinh phailam nghé gi th&t dac 1dm,
— Thay Ba la thay chu trong‘ x6m nay ma,.

Mu x0n xon van chua duoc thda man :

- Thim biét thay Ba tir h6i nao ?

- — Ca miy chuc nidm nay lan,

— Th& truwée hoi Tay thdy Ba lam nghé gi ?

— Hoi do6 thdy Ba con tré, nghe dau 6ng lam phong
nhi hay gi... gi @6 caa Tay.

Mu x6n x6n reo 1én :

— Hén gi, toi biét ma, toi a6i dau c6 sai, phong
nhi thim biét 14 gi khong, tréi, mot noi di man
tan bao khong thé twdng twong dwege, noi ddnh
dap tra khdo ngudi, chic hdin thing cha nay ciing
gay ra nhigu toi 16i roi, tréi c6 mit ma, tréi nhe
tay cau quat ch&t hai dira con clia n6 dé d&n téi 4c,
Khi néi nhwr vdy mu khong con. gitr duge binh {inh
mit muy trgn lén, mu nh#t dinh r3ng thiy Ba la
ngudi tan dc nhit thé gian, Nén troi méi phat, méi

vat ch&t lubn mo6t lin hai daa con.
— Qué bdo nhan tidn ma,

Cbhi mot lat sau cong viéc boi nhg vo chong thay
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S

Ba clla ddm dan ba 1dm dida di t&i mire tuyél xao,
ngudi ta khong con kéu la thay Ba nira ma nguoi
ta kéuld vg chong thiing cém phong nhi Phap méi
bi cau vat ch&t hai dira con. Ho ban tin vé céi chét
cia hai dira nhd th#y khiang khi&p.

Mot ngu#i dan ba k& lai cho ba ban méi téi riing
~ Hai dira nho vira &n xong mi€ng dira hfu lidn
xiii bot mép, mit ching tron nguwgc 1én, ching di
vé nha chi vao mit bd : May la thing dai gian dai
dc. Th& réi mit hai dira nhd tim lai chiing run lén
13y biy, ching ia dai tam lum khip nha, miéng hoc
mau lin ra chét twei, khéng ¢6 thude nao chira khoi.
Cau phat d6, b&i tai ngay xwa thiing chid lam &
phong nhi ciia TAy giy nhiéu i 4c qua nén troi
phat,

Nguoi ban chim chi nghe, ba ta 13c ddu, té¢i midu
c¢im nhang, by d5 cung ra si sup lé.

Khi thily Ba dwa d4m con v&, di qua c4i midu, moi
ngudi dirng nghét miétra ngé. Mu Tw cui nhin
thidy Ba hom nay khéc hén. Bay gi¢ thi xung quanh
thiy d& dwgc bao phii bdi mot dam may toi 4c mi
d#c. Thay Ba di cham lai, miit 1im li. th&y nghe
thdy ti€ng x1 xao :

— N6 d3y ha ?

— [*a chinh né dé.

Thay Badirng lai, nhin vao d4m d6ng, hZt miit

ven dé 147

https://tieulun.hopto.org



— Céc ngudindi gl toi ?

Pam dong im ling, khdag ai noi clu nao, lui din
khi thiy Ba ti€n lén, mit thay Ba chot tré nén dir
ion, thiy nhin vao c4i midu :

— N6i cho cdc ngudi hay th€ niao cling c6 1in téi
pha cai midu nay, chi vi tho théing b c... ndy ma
hai dira con 16i chét.

No6i xong thay Ba hd di vao x6m. Ddm danba cting
véi lic d6 moi 1&n ti€ng :

— Coi miit thiing cha nay bi&t ngay 13 hang bt
nhon bacac,

— Cha him ph4 midu d6.

— Strc m¥y, lin ndy ma dung vao milu ciu thi

chinh thiing cha ch&t tham thi€t cho coi.
Mu T cui th#y lo 1ing, thiy Ba him, dng ddm lam

lim, 6ng ma pha cai midu ndy mu ciing ching lam
gl dugce, mu chila mu dan ba y€u dudi.

MuUi nhang, mui gidy vang bac dét 1én [am khong khi
cai miéu tré nén tén nghiém. T&i chiéu thi tat

ca nhitng nguéi t&i ciing bai déu mic nhién cong
nhin mu Tw chi 13 tdi t& cdu, nh&t nh#t viéc gi
ngudi ta cling héi mu Tw cii. Mu Tw ciii thdy han
hoan mat mé ca 1dng,

Troi téi didn, gié s6ng méat 1ong 1dng, ngudi cing
bai cling thwa thot dén.,
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A"

Mu Tw ctif mét dir, munim wdn ra givdng. Mu ndm
ng6 dam d8 cing ma danh chiu, mu chéng con hoi
strc dduma #nudng. Bay gio mu budn ngl, mu bue
minh vi cdi chdn ngira ngdy cua minh, mu tho tay
xudng gdi d€n tét ihit ra, nirée nhon tir mdy mun
ghé rin rin th¥y khé chiu. MuTw ciii khong thé lam
bi€ng duwgc, bit bu¢e mu phii tré diy riva chan xire
thudc.

Mu Tw ctii nfu mét néi nwrée néng, pha dm Em vio
moOt céi chau ngoi & hién nha ngdm chan, mu hit
ha, mu th8y dé chiu khi cho ci hai chdn vao chéau
nuéc 8m, nwée dm ve vudt ban chan 1& 16i etra muy,
ban tay mu mon man trén nhitrng mun ghé ngtra,
ban tay mu mon man d&n dau, mu th3ly dé chiu
dén d6. Mu Tw cui ngd ra miéu, cai miéu dudi goc cay

lUc nay coi tham u. Hinh nhu c6 bdng moét nguoi
nao dé6 dang van vai, gi® ndy ma van con nguoi

cing 1& sao, mu Tw cui tw héi, mu ngli thdy mui
nhang theo gi6 thodng d€n phia mu ngéi.

Ngudi nao do6 sau khi van vaixong di thing, mu Tw
cui lai suy nght vin vo, mu nghi dén ngav mai khi
khach thap phwong kéo dé€n miéu, mu lai mét nhoc,
mu lai phai ti€p ngudi no nguwdi kia, trd 1&i nl.am
chan nhitng cAu héi ma mu di tra 16i khong biét
bao nhiéu ldn. Ngay xwa khi mu ¢6 doa khong ai
héihan d€n, mu thdly oan doi, bay gid muy phiu tiép
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xiic nhidu qua thi mu lai mét mdi,: my thém
thudng nhirng phit nghi ngoi, mu lai mudn ngdi yén
m¢@t chd x4u tirng cailong ga vao cai kim, nhung
mu bi&t chic chén ring nhirng ngay d6 s& chéng
bao gi¥ con tré lai, bdt ddu tir hOm nay muy sé
bdn ron vo6 cung, trir khi nao cdi mi€u pay
khong con nita.

Mu Tu cii chot nghe ti€ng xe g&n mdy, rdi anh
dén xeloang loang, mét chi€c xe Honda queo vao
x6m, chi&c xe nging lai truéc cira nha muy, my
nging lén, mot ti¥ng reo :

— Thim Trr.

Chi€c xe tit may, muy Tuw cii nhin th¥y nguwoi

linh Khong Quén, ngudi vira kéu ti€ng thim Tw
khOng ai xa la, chinh la ¢6 Ba,

Trong khi nguéi linh Khéng Quén lvi cui dung xe
thi c6 Ba chay a lai my, ti€éng nang reo vui :

— Thim Tw, Ba ddy, Lai ddy thim khéng nhanra
sao ?

Hai ban chdn mu Tw ciii vdn con ngdm trong nuéc
bAy gi¢ thi dd lanh din, mu Tw cii voi cai khin,
nhic chén ra khéi mit nwde lau kho. My khong td
vé von vi ;

— Co Ba d6ha?

— Da, chéu, chdu v& thim thim Tw d4y, thim cén

gidAn chau khéng ?

-
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My Tuw cii ti€p tuc lan chidn, mu trim tinh :

— Gian c6 Ba lam gi, thoi chuyén hoi truédc qua
réi, sao hdi nay & daun ?

— Chéu ra khéi trung tAm Chiéu HOi rdi, bay gio
chdu 1a mét ngudi lwong thién.,

Nang gi¢i thiéu ngudi linh Khong Quén :

~— Chdng chdu d6 thim a.

— (a tao bi&t, tao nghi th& nao tui bay ciing 14y
nhau ma, mirng cho hai dira bay, vay la phai, may
4 con gai thi phai c6 choéng c6 con chd di theo
bon Viét Cong lam chi.

Co Ba cudi :

— Thim chéng CoOng dir.

— 'l'ao chang chong chang theo ai hdt tron, nhung
cai gi phai thi thoi, ndy nha nudéc tha may ré: ha?
C6 Ba gat ddu:

-~ Ch4u bi&t hdi cai roéi ma.

Mu Tu cui nhan th3y tinh cdm cla minh khéng
con dam da véi ¢d Ba nhur hoi trurde nira, mu thily
minh lo lo 1a 1a. C6 Ba ciing cam th#y nhuw thg,
nang tré lai x6m nay, nang thiy minh sdng lai ca
mét quang doi di ving hai hung, nang nhuo con
nhin th#y cai xdc nguwdi dan 6ng nang goi la anh
Nim ndm song swot, mdu me dim dia, nang nghi
dén ciin nha trong x6m, céin nha t3i thui, mdi lin
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anh Nim téi hoi théd héi hdm, mii md hoi khen
khét ctia anh Nam. Co6 Ba bang hoang khi nghi
lai, vay ma mioh d3 bao nhiéu dém phai nim
trong vong tay #y. Nang dwa mit nhin chéng,
nang niu kéo 13y hinh anh chéng, minh
chi con chang, chi con chang ma thoi, nang nght
dén dira con ndm trong byng minh, né méi duoc
mot thang, hinh 4nh dira con vé6 v& di ving den
tdi cia nang.

C6 Ba dat tay 1én vai mu Tw cii

- Thim Tuw, chdu muén ndi vadi thim mot diéu nay.
-Gidé?

— Truéc hé&t chdu xin thim tha thir cho chéu, hoi
trueédc chau dwgce lénh cua Viét Coédng phai theo
d&i thim, chiing mudn sat hai thim. |
Mu Tu cui ngirng lau chdn, mu nging lén :

— Mudn gidt, tbi c6 1am gi chiing dau ?

— Chiing thu thim, chiing cho 12 thim di chi diém
cho linh Qud&c Gia bdt nhiing 6 dic cong lrong
ving.

— DPau c6 ?

— Nhwng ching cir nghi vdy dé, khong bi&t bay
gi* chiing con theo ddi thim khong, chdo thdy
minh c6 nhiém vy phai noéi cho thim hay diéa nay
dé thim coi chirng.

Mu Tu cui th¥y riing minh chiag con thi&t tha gi,

)
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mu mét méi, chdn nin, Mu I&c diu : _

— Thiét 12 m#t thi gio, toi chiing con hidu cai gi h&t
tron, hoi Té Mau Than béng nhién ngudi ta kéu
téi 12 ba gia anh hung gigt gific, roi bay giv téi lai
duwoc em noi Viét Cong dinh gi€t toi, t6i cé la cai
quai gi dau, chingla ba gia anh hung ma ciling chéng
la ngudi chi diém, toi chi mudn séng yén, chinh
cdc ngudi &y lam kho lam dé t6i.

— Da chdu hi®u, hom nay chau chi d€n nhfic chirng
thim, thim nén 48 y.

— Cam on, nhung c4i marg minh nhw con sdu ca
ki&n, co coi chirng cling vay ma thoi, n6 mudn chém
mudn gi&t minh ldc ndo ma chiang dugec,. thoi thi
phé mic ménh troi. By gio téi chi con bi&t hiu
ha cau.

Co B2 ngac nhién hoi:

— CAu nao d6 thim ? |
— CAu ngoai midu kia, ngay ngay toi nhang den
cho cau, &n1éc clia cau s8ng qua ngay.

Mu Tu cti chdn ndn, mu khong mudn néi dé&n
chuyén ch&t chéc nira, mét ngay nay mu da phéi
ti€p qud nhidu nguéi, Mu khong cdn mudn noi
chuyén véi vo chong nha nay nita, mu thly cai
ngudr. tin ma cé Ba mang lai cho mu lang nhéch,
nhung mu khong n& néi nding 1&i véi ¢o ta, diu sao
cd ta d38i véi mu cling tot trong théi gian qua.
My Tw cui lau sach chan, ric thudc bt vao nhitng
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cdi mun 1& loét, xong xudi muy dirng diy :

— Té6i phéira thp nhang cho c4u.

Ma Tw ctii ldm chdm ra miéu, d3t 1én ba c4y nhang,
midi nhang thom ngat tda trong dém. Mu Tu ciii
dirng truéc min 14m ram kh&n v4i, anh dén din
tii m tir trong miéu hét 1én khuon mit my mot
miu vang lung linh.

Co6 Ba niim tay chong :

— Thoi minh di anh a,

Hai nguoi gidt xe mdt quing xa midu méi nd may.
My Tw cui van vai xong, mu dirng nhin xudng
gidong sdng den gié mat Iong 19ng.

& cudi troi mot trai hda chau vira duwge thip sang,

anh sang chép chdi rdi sdng biing 1én soi séng mot
viing, 4nh sdng y&u din, mot c4i dubi khéi ngofin

ngoto trén biu trai. Mot trai siang nira lai vira
bung chay.
Mu Tu cii nghe ti€ag may bay 1 i trén diu,
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Vill.

——T O 1 khoéng tin, khong cé thiin thanh nao rio
troi, hai thing con t6i ch&t 1a do s§ né xui, né

tring doc vi &n vung d6 &n khong hap vé sinh.
Anh tinh coi, d6 #in d5 ubng 48 phoi ra sudt mét
ngady, duwéi tréi ndng ndy, rudi nhiing, d&n thanh
in phai cling ch&t ché dirng néi chi dén hai dira
con toi.

Thiy Ba udng mdt hop d&, mit 1im 1 nhin ra
ngodi dém t8i, nguwoi ban ngéi bén canh cling
udng rwgu véi thdy, anh ta khong nhé minh da
uéng dé€n xi d€ tha midy roi, ddu bay gi¢ nong
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puung pnung, anh ta than mét v3 vai thiy Ba :

— Anh Ba 4, anh cdn gidi thich cho chi 4y ré. thdy
chi 4y budn bi khoc léc tdi ngay, toi nghiép qua.
Thay Ba chan nén:

— Nao c;é phai toi khong giai thich, n6i hoai d3y
ché, nhung né 1a dan ba, nong can, réi bi miy
con me hang xo0m noi téi noi lui hoai ri€t réi tin
la con minh bi thanh vat. Anh tinh coi ngay
nao ngoai miéu cling ¢c6 nguoi van vdi rdm ram,
du me, toi bue h&t sirc vay do, ca vo toi cling 1én
téi ra ngoai van véi nita ché, nghe theo miy con
me ngu si, ching con noéi v¢ chong toéidn & 4c
dirc cho nén thanh méi vat chét hai con. Anh

choi voi t6i cd miAy chuc nim tréi nay anh hét
to6i 12 ngudi th€ nao, con sAu cdi ki€n khoéng:nd

gi€t noi chi dé€n chuyén thit nhan thit &irc. Mioh
di gdp xui xéo, xui xéo di dwong. Anh Dbidt
khong, 18i x6m né6i réing ngay xwa t6i lam phong
nhi cho Tay, giét bi€t bao nhiéu ngudi, ngay nay
bi qui béo, thién ha dung dirng chuyén lén coi
méi dc 6n ché. Nhi€u chuyén vé t6i dOng troi
nita kia, con vg t6i thi mic cam, déi don nha di
noi khdc, ma don nha di vl chuyén gi thi duoc
ché vi mic cAm thi nhit dinh téi khong di roéi dé,
toi ctr & dAy xem dira nao lam_gi toi, toi s& dap

thdy me ching no hét.
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Thiy Tu bit @4u say, thiy d&n manh c4i ly xudng
ban :

— Bu me, miéng [wdi thién ha nhu rin déc, anh
hién ché t6i thi kheng chiu cai vu do.

— Do, anh th@y tdéi la ngwoi th€ nao ché, minh
mudn s6ng yén ma, ndo c¢6 dwgce voi ho, minh di
khd tam qud tréd roi ma thién ha dau c6 d& cho
minh yén. Chiéu niao téi di lam v& qua mi&u miy
nguoi cling bai cling ngé minh ché, ngé khéng phai
vi thwong hai minh ma vi td6 mod, mudn xem mit
thiing cha phong nhi Phap ra th€ nao, byc minh
hét sirc vay do.

Thiy Tw r6t ruegu vao ly thiy Ba @
— U8ng nita di anh, udng nitra réi minh tinh,

— Tinh gi ?

— Tra thu dai.

— Tra thu doi ?

— Phai, téi sé& gitip anh moét tay, di me, déi dau
¢6 tir t€ voi anh; doi choi x8u anh ma,

— Lam gi ?

— Dap cha n6 cdi milu ra.

— Dap miéu ?

— Anh khong dam 4 ?

Thiy Ba hép mot mi€ng d%

— B me, t6i khdng ngan ai h&t, t8i dau khd qua

chirng réi, hai dira con téi chét, toéi con bi&t ngén
ai nira,

h S
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—Td thai @6 cho ho bi&t, hg khang d&8 cho minh
yén minh khéng hoi sitc ddu nhwong nhin ho, cir
d4p n4t cAi mi&u nay ra coi xem c6 thin thanh ndo
vat anh, vat t6i khong, n&u vat duwgc téi dwgcanh
t6i méi tin 12 linh thigng. Toi khéng wa miy cdi
thir mé tin do.

Thiy Ba ré6t ruou lién ti€p vao ly cho ban :

— Minhu8ng di, udng cho say rdi minh hanh dong,
tir ngay hai dira con téi chét chiwra bao gio téi udng
bi&€t say hét tron.

Thim Ba dirng trong nha nghe hai nguéi ban tan,
thim th3y ngan, thim vdi chay ra :

— Anh Ba, anh Tw, dirng lam chuyén dé.

Thiy Ba diy vora:

— Anh tri thui cho con diy em, anh khong th&
nao chiu ndi nita réi, con minh da ch&t thim thiét
vy ma con diBu ti€ng no kia chiu gi ndi cheé.
Thdy Tw ngét ngir :

— Toi cling nguyén gitip anh Ba mét tay, hai dira
téi choi voi nhau 1au qua rdi ma, anh chi dau khd
t6i khong thg dirng nhin,
Thim Ba cang lo ling :

— Troi oi hai anh say roi.
— O say 6, nhung hai thiing nay say tinh ma,
hai thing nay khong mé mudi, khéng nghi rdng
thinh vat ch&t hai con, em v0 nha di, mic anh
voi anh T,

B
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Thim Tw cudng quit :

~— Troi oi, khong duge d4un hai anh.

— Tai sao khong dwoc, miy ngudi dan ba that
1Am ¢Am, tui sé pha c4i midu.

Thdy Tw cwdi ha b :

— Hai dira minh d4p thanh binh dia luén cho thin
thanh bi&t tay mot bita coi,

Thiy Tw an i ve : |

— Em miic ké anh, sudt mot d¥i anh in & hi&n
lanh, vy ma trdi phu ta, khong Iy nao ta khdng
Phu lai tréi, b0 ong troi to lim sao ? Nhiém vu
cha ]a pbai trd tha cho con, em khong thdy con

minh ch&t thim thi&t dé sao ?

— Em bi&t rbi. em khong so gi h&t, nhwng cdn
18i x6m, c4i miu nay la cia 13i x6m dung nén,

minh pha di 14 pha ctia ba con,

Thidy Ba cang hic cang th#y diu minh néng phirng
phirng :

— Clia o0ng froi cling ph4, ba con 13i x6m cai con
c... ching né tir t& gi véi gia dinh minh, mioh gip
cinh throng tAm nhw vay ching né khéngthwong
x6: 1hi théi, ching né con néino noéi kia da chuyén
niao v¢ chdng minh bt nhon bac ac, nao la... 8i
thdéi dG chuyén x¥u xa, hg t&t véi minh & cai khd
nao.

Thidy Ba lai rét rugu raly cho ban va minh:
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— Ung nita &i anh, udng cho say ché&t théi, reou
con nhidu, tir ngay hai thiing nho ché&t toi chi con
bidt vui thu véi reou, c6 18 toéi hw hong m#t anh a.
Thay Tw khé& kha, ti€p véi ban ly rugu @ |
— Minh l&n tudi rdi, con thu vui nado khéc dau,
doi thi budn b, Ngay xwa khi anh va t6i méi di
1am cbng chirc lwong c6 m¥y ddng bac, nha cira
ké &n nguwdi 1Am thiét 1a sung swéng. Ngay nay
cong chirc minh d6i rach nhw triu nhw ché,
Thay Ba lic diu :

— Théi anh oi, nhic l1am chi cho thém budn, nhiéu
khi téi mudn ndi dién lén duwgc, mudn d4p pha mot
cai gi cho ha long ha da.

— Anh c6 cai biia lén ché ?
— C6, mot cdi bua thiét 16n, mét cai biia nhd hon

mot chut, nhung ciing c6 hang lam.

— Hai dira minh hai cdi ra ddp thdy me céi
midu di.

Thiy Ba ditng ddy, thim Ba chay viao trong nha
tredce, thim toan giadu cdi buia, nhung khoéng kip.
Thiy Ba him doa :

— B.m. khéng c6 gifiu nghe |

Thim 6m lay chong :

— Anh cho em xin di, em van anh, anh dién réi..._
Thay Ba g& tay vo :

— Phai, t6i dién roi, ba budng ra, ba khéng budng
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&1, tol dén cho ba mdt bua.

Thdy Ba xach hai cay bua chay ra ngoai-nha, trao
cho thiy Tu mét cdy :

— Bi, minh di anh Tw,

Hai nguwoi dan ong xach bia ra mi€n, mu Tw cni
vira thip nhang xong dang bing v& nha. Mu
béng khung lai khi th#y hai ngudi dan 6ng chay
ra miéu, vung bua 1én, mu cudng quit quay tré lai:
— E, &,1am gi do ?

Hai nguoi dan 6ng khéng néi khdng ring vung
biia 1én dap loan d4 vao cdi miéu. Mu Tu cii hét
hon hét via, mu la chéil6i, thdy Ba khong ngirng
tay :

— San b#ng binh dia lu6n anh Tu !
Mu Tw cui chéi véi, hay tay gio 1én tréi, mu khéng

th® nio cin ndi hai gi dan ong dién khung, mu
chay quanh la 18i om x0m, Ti€ng db nat ctaa cdi
miéu nghe rao rio, c4i midu di sap bon phan ntra,
mu Tw cui khéng tdi nado ciru vdn ndi nita, hai
ngudi dan é6ng vira dap phd vira ho la :

— Tao ddp d6, may c6 linh thiéng thi may vat chét
ludn tao di coi, thiing ranh con.

Nhirng nhat bihda vung lén manh liét hon, mu Tw
cui chi danh chay quanh la 18i, ngudi trong xom
chay ra, linh géc & trén ciiu chay xudng, nhung
cai miéu dd tan thanh binh dia.
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Thdy Ba ding chdng cdy bia nhin céng trinh pha
hoai cia minh, ngira mit 1én tréi cuwdi séing sic,
Pam d6ng bu d&n, my Tw cui la khéc, ké 18 :

- Hai thiing cha nay dang khi khéng t&i pha midu.
Mfy ngudi linh cling héi han sy tinh, Thiy Ba
‘nhin ddm déng quic mit :

— Thing Nguyén véin On, trr Ba ndy ph4 miéu dé,
bay gi¢ cdc nguoi mudn lam gi ?

Tay thiy Ba l4m ldm c4i bua, khua cai buia 1én :
— Tao d6, tao dap tan tAnh cdi midu nay thir coi
c4i thiing nho linh thiéng cha cdc ngudi lam gi ndi,
dit me, thanh thian cdi con c.... N&u né linh thiéng
thi dém nay vat ch&t tao di, du me tao thach dé.

Hai ngudi dan 6ng cim bia dirng sit vao nhau him
hé nhin dim doéng. Thdy Ba chi mit moi ngudi :

— Cac ngudi chi 14 d8 ngu, thidn thanh nao & cai
g6c drong goéc chg nay, cdc nguoi bi mé hosic, Néu
thiing nhd nay linh thiéng thi d¢m nay vat ché&t
toi di, nhung téi tin ring ching 1Aam me gl dugc
toi hét.

Thiy Ba dap 1én d8ng gach vun:

— Du me, toan cdi thir in bai d4i nét.

Mot ngudi dan ba tre trong bung 1én tigng hdi ;
— N&u khong linh thiéng sao lai vat ch&t hai dira
con cua anh h& anh Ba ?

— Con t0i ch@t la tai s8 no, t6i khong coi gir né
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42 né d&i &n bAy #n ba nén tring déc chét ché
ching c6 thin thanh hay cdu nao val dugc hét
tron.

Cang néi, thdy Ba cing thiy n6éng mit :

— Con toi ch&t tham thiét nhw vay cdc nguwoi
khong duoc mét 1o an i thi ché, cac nguoi lai
con bdy dit néi xqu toi, téi noi thiét cho biét, toi
sdng & x6m nay sust bao nhidu ndm troi ndy khong
h& c6 mot didu ti€ng gi, t6i sdng hi&n lanh qna ma,
sao cac ngudi khong thuwong téi, trong khi toi gip
hoan nan cdc ngudi con biy dit diéu no ti€ng kia
n6i téi khong cdn ra gi nira. Hoi téi 1dam phong
nhi cho Tay thud nao? Hir hir ? Quan vu khdng! Moi
r¢ | khdn n'qn | BAy gi¢ thi! thdng nay khong con

biét di€u véi ai hét, ai mudn ra mit chiri boi thi
buéc ra thing nay xin hiu tiép lign, noi thiét dua

niao Ifn xOn thiing nay cho mot bia di theo cau
ludn, thing nay khong ngin & td ma. Mudn chon
chit lam #n, mudn lwong thién ciing khong dugc
ma. B me, d¢i khdn nan thye. Con ong chét roi.
Ong ciing ché&t theo con ludn, Ong khdng ngdn. Ong
khdng ngan.,

Pédm d6ng nin khe, cd mu Tw cii ciing nin khe
ludn, he s¢ cAy bua trong tay hai nguoi dan ong
hung dit. Ho ngwri thdy mui rurgu xic xua tir nguoi
hai nguwoi toa ra ndng nic, ho noi khé véi vhau:
— Say rwgu, minh chép lam chi, -
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Thiay Ba da moét vién gach lin léc, nhin viao
cai miéu db...

— Ba dd tra thu dwoc cho hai con rdi do6, ba chén
doi qua rdi cde con oi, ba mudn chét theo hai con.
Gi6 tir dwedi song long lén lam mai téc thiy Ba bay
bay trong gi6.Thiy Tw nim tay ban :

— Thoi minh vé anh Ba !

Thiy Ba dwa mét nhin dam dong, nhin d8ng gach
ngdén ngang, ddm dong co vé s¢ sgt thiy, thiy Ba
con hoi :

— Bay gid ¢6 ai bét 16i téi khong ?

Pam dong im ling. Thiy Ba quay lai m3y nguei
linh :

- C4c 6ng co bat toi khong ?

Mot nguoi linh hoi dam doéng :
— Co ai thwa hai ngwéi ph4a mi€u nay khong ?

Dam d6ng vin im ling, ngudi linh cudi :

— Khong ai thwa hai ong hét, hai ong te do rave,
thoi ba con ciing vé di, dém khuya roi, tir ngay cé
c4i miéu nay thiét 1a nhidu chuyén l6n x6n.
Thdy Ba cudi :

— Téi thanh todn gilim cédc 6ng &6, thiin th4nh gi
val thi vat toi ne, ‘

Thiy Ba, thidy Tw kéo 1é céi buia, r& ddm d6ng ra vé&,

Pam dong ciling tan mat din.
Chi con lai m¢t minh mu Tw cui bén déng gach
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vun. Gi6 dém mat rudi reed, mu Tw chi nhin cai
miéu tan hoang ma thXy long minh budn hit hiu,
Mu nghi d€n nhitng mén 48 18 bai ngay mai khach
thap phwong mang d€n rdilai mang vé,
Mu Tuw cui tho thin bén déng gach vun, mu suy
nghi lan man h&€t chuyén no dén chuyén Kkia, tu
nliuén mu khéng con thdy budén ngd' nita, mu cui
—xudng nhit cdi hinh thiing nho bi dip bé, mu nhin
vao c4i binh d6 nhu nhin hinh mot ké than yéu,
mu kh& lic diu, mu th#y long minh ruwng rung
budn.
Sédng ngay hém sau mu Tw cui lai ra ngéi bén ddng
gach d6 nat that som, mot vai ngudi mang do cing
bai t&i, mu Tw cui lic ddu chdn nan:
— Con miBua dau nira ma ciing.
Mot ngudi dan ba hoi nguyén do, my Tw cui giai
thich :
— Hai th&ng cha say rugu t&i pha midu dém qua.
Mu Tuw cui khong chiu gidi thich thém, mu budn
bd, my khong con mudn ndi niing gi hé&t. Nguoi
dan ba byc minh chiri theé :

— T& cha c4i quan vo6 thiin, ngudi ta cing bai ché
c6 dong vao mo cha me né dau ma né pha. i®

M6t mu dan ba khac bre minh vé 18i tra loi 14p
lirng clia mu Tuw ciii, mu mudn hdicho ral&, mu
th&y buc boi trong long, mu khong theé nao dé

ven dé 165

https://tieulun.hopto.org



bung, mu hdi nhe quat vao mit mu Tw cdi :

— Dira ndao ph4, tén tudi noé la gi, tai sao né lai
to gan vay, phai bo ti hang ngadi phd hoai ton
giao dd.

Ma Tuw cui ngdi trén mot cuc gach bén canh céi
milu dd nat, tir tir nguédce 18n :

— N6 & trong x6m, mudn gay véi né thi vé trdng,
n6 tén 1a Ba, thidng cha c6 hai dira con bi c4u
vat ch&t hom truéc dob. -

— Chinh né pha.

— Chinh né va m{t thiing cha nita phu lye,

— Vay 1a hai dira.

— Hai dira.

— Khi ph4 mi&u c4u, ¢6 ai bi&t khéng?
— TO1 bi€&t, ca x6m biét, linh trén cdu eciling bié&t.

Mu dan balalén :

— Vay ma cdc ngudi khoéng lam dugc gl a ?

— Lam gi ?

— Khéng cdn né sao ?

Mu Tw cii bfu méi :

— Strc m#y, hai thiing cim hai bua to t8 b3,

—B¢ né phd miu réi con ddm gidt nguwoi nira sao?
— Bigt dau dugc, hai thing hung di*r nhe hum
beo, linh con néi ngdn nira la dan thi lam me gi

duge no.
Mu dan ba la lén :
— Troi of trod, Hugt cace ngxoi, Lol khong con bigt

= -
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néi sao nita, ch d8ng nguwdi ma d& cho ching nod
pha miéu khoi khoi.

Mu Tu ciii cudi khiy :

— O @6 ma néi banh, n&u tbim tai gidi tbl thim
vd nha no di, vO ma gay voi né, t6i néi thiét cai
thir nhw thim n6é d& cho mot bia thi ch&t ngéc néu.

Mu dan ba ddo 48 :

— Nha né dau, chi toi?

— Nha né s8 25/7/4.

Mu dan ba nhiu mit :

— S8 nha gi ma rdc rdi qud vay?

— Réc r8i véy d6, c6 vo thi vé ma khéng vo thi v
di.

Mu 1dm didu lalén :

— NO6 la 6ng gi ma t6i ngdn, n6 c6 1a Ong gi ching

nita thi cling cé 6ng 16n hon tri né, con cé6 phép
luat,

Mu Tir ciii chua chét

— N6 chiing 12 6ng gi h&t, nhung né c6 cai bua,
n6 him d4p thdy me dira nao dung d€n né. Chi mudn
vb gdy v&inod thi gdy di, t6i chi nha réi do.

Mu Tw cui néi, xong cudi nhat, My ldm di8u buc
doc :

— Noéi thiét v&i hang ngudi d6 téi khdng them dung
téi cho bin tay. Téi sai con 101, thiing con ré 10i
lam dai uy, toi cho no tor dip thdy me théng cha
nay.
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My Twr citi vin cudi :

— Con ré chi lam dai uy thi né di dédnh gi¥ic ché bg
n6 di ddnh 1¢n cho chi sao ?

Mu 1im di€u tron mét :

— Chi mudn gay voéi toi phii khong ?

Mu Tu ctii h€ch mit lén :
- O gay d6 c6 sao khong ?
Mu 13m diéu la lén :

— A chi nay gioi thiét.
— Khong gidi gi hon ai, nhueng dam &n thua &a,
khoung 18 chi kéu con r&dai uy ciia chi toi day bét
téisao ? Nhuwng néi thidt, con nay chwa h& biét thua
1o ai, con nady ngon ma.

| —

Tinh di¥ d&n cia mu Tw cui b3y lAu nay khéng cé6
dip thwa thdt bay gi¢ lai bung lén di d¢i, my dirng
ddy sin 4o, hai tay chdng nanh:

—- Bay gi¢ chi mudn gi, bo mudn bit 15i tdi khong
gilt miéu cho chi dé chi cung bai sao, chi muén
t6i hdi ndo, chi xay dung cai miéu nay hdi nzo, néi
téi nghe thir.

Mu 1im didu khéng ngé d8ithi ciia minh ghé gom
vay, mu ha uy tin ca mu Tw cii bing cach xi mot
tiéng, dirng dang ra xa, nhin my Tw cui bing con
miit khinh khinh :

— Oi, cai a5...

My Tuw cui x8n lai :
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— P& gi, 43 gi, chi néi thir coi, dirng ¢6 th¥y ngudi
fa #in mic rach rwoi ma lén mat khinh khi, con
nay khéng ngédn dau.

My nguoi d2n ba thdy 1&n chuyén méi ngudi can
mot cAu. My Tw cii nhdy chém chém :

— N6 khi t6i, cdc ngwoi thdy chir, con ndy khéng
cé6 ngin ma, con nady #n thua 44 cho coi.

— Théi ma tdi xin chi, chuyén ddu con céd dé.

— Nhung toi tirc 1dm, bHy lau toi tu roi, toi tu
ma né khong d& yén cho toi che.

Mu ldm digu ciing chém chém, nhung & xa moét
chit :

— 0i, cai @5 cti hai t6i ddu ¢6 mudn chip lam chi.
— A, may ddm chiri ba la cui hai ?

Mdy ngudi dan ba diy méi nguoi dat vE mot phia.
Mu ldm digu thdy minh khéng phai d8i th ctia mu

Tw cui nén ciing tim duong ldnh mit, nhung
triegc khi rat mu con chiri vot vat mot hdi moi
chiu di.

Mu Tu cui cang vé trua cang chti bdi hung dit,
mu chiri hoai chiri huy con me gay chuyén véi

mu. Mu Tw cui khong hiéu tai sdo mu lai th3y buec
boi nhu vay, trong sudt miy thdng tréi nay mu
khong chiri béi ai, nay mu chiri béi lai mu thiy
minh vin chiti ngon lanh nhw thudng.

O quaa ca phé Ba tdu bén kia dwong cé6 mot gi
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thanh nién nhban nai ngdi nghe, ly cA phé udng
d& ctia g ngudi tanh ngudi ngét roi ma g& khong
chiu di, ¢ pgdn miy nguoi linh canh sat dang
kiam gidy thanh nién & diu duvéng ding kia, minh
mé di ra la th€ nao ciing bi mic ket. G mé&i tr6n
O trai nhip ngii 8 3 ra m%y ngay hém nay, mot
“tudn i€ {rudc ¢i cling bi linh bit ngodi dudng, gi
bi {dng vio quan vu thi trén rdi tong lén Quang
Trung. Khong hiu tri sao gi lai ngan di linh dén
th&, Mic ddu miy nguoi ban cing bi bat voi gi
nhin ga noi :

— May &m ca tong cd teo nhu vy chfic th€ nao
ciing duwgc mién dich.

Nhung gi khéng dd nhin nai ngdi chd kham sire
khoé. Bay gio g3 ngoi day, gi lai 4n hdn sao minb
khéng nén lai m3y ngay nira chd cho khdm xong
strc khoe 1a dugc ra khoi trai cé phai 1a dé chiu biét
bao nhiéu khong, ga sé khong phai lo s¢ khi

nhin thdy miy ngudi canh sat. R
G3 ngdi budn, gi ling nghe mu Tw chi chiri béi,
gi d& hidu dwoc 18 lai lich ciia c4i midu. Gi duwa
tay s& 18n cfim, nhd nhitng s¢i rdu moc vé trat tu.
Nhung gi bong ngirng tay, khong, minh khong nén
nhé rau, gi tim tim cwoi, gi d3 nghi ra mot k&
dung than rdi, khdi 6c lwu manh clia gi v6 cung
nhay cam,
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Ga dirng day, bing sang bén kia dwong, téi gin
mu Tw chi, mu Te cii vAn con chiri béi, n it my
d6 gay, mohéi muy vd ra. G& trdn linh (0i truéc
mat mu :

— Thim o1, chi béilam chi cho mdi miéng 7

Mu Tw ciii ngirug chiri, nging 1én nhin gé :

— Nhung tirc thdy me khong chii sao duge, con
me toi ddy gAy voi toi cho, téi d8 tu bao nhién
lAu nay rdi, t6i c6 mudn dung dén ai dau, miéu cau
dd bi pha t6i khoi cén tu nira di.

G3 trén linh nhin c4i midu d& nat :

— Mi&u bi ph4 minh lam c4i khac lo gi thim,

— Lam c4i khac ti8n d4u, néi nghe dé ¢t a,

— D& thiét ché sao khong.

- Chd lam di.

- T6i lam cho thim xem, ndi cho thim hay t6i sé

1am thanh mot ki€ng chua ludn nira kia.

— Théi dirng ndi dée cha néi.

— Tbéi khong doc dau, nhung thim c¢6 mudn lap
lai mi&u khong ?

— Cha nay no6i moiky, mudn cho sao khéng mudn.
— Vay thi thim phai giup toi.

— Giup cai gi, 10i c6 cai me gi ma giap.

GA trén linh nhin vdo ciin choi ¢ia mu Tw cui:
-0 trong thim cé cay khong ?

— Cay thung sira bo thi co, nhung khéng nhidu 1&m,
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— Buoc, t6i dung di c4i midu nho nhé.

Mu T cti biu méi :

— Vay ma n6i banh.

— Thim cw& tin t6i di, treéc nhd sau to, khach
thap phwong téi nhidu thi s& to ngay ma, thim
lo gi.

Mu Tw ciii mét vi chiri, mu ng6i xudng gdc cAy. Ga
trdn linh thuy&t phuc mu :

— Tir sdng d€n gio toi thdy kbach thap phuong d&n
hoi nhi€u ma phai vé h&t vi khong ¢6 miéu ciing
vai, minh 12 ngudilo hidu ba cau ma dé midu mao
titu didu nhw vay minh dic t6i voi thanh thin.
Minh phai lo giy dung lai. trréc nho sau to, ché
dé nhu viy coi sao cho dugec,

Mu Tw cui nguwaéc lén :
— B6 chu..,

— Da t6i méi & niii Ba Pen v&, toi ciing tinh tim
mot dia diém lap chia,

— B chu la 6ng dao ha ?

GA tron linh nhiin nhin:

— Da, tdi hoc dao trén nui tir nhd, ngudi ta kéu
toila thiy dao Nam,

Mu Tuw cti nhin b6 quiin 4o 16i théi cta thdy dao
N#m ma nghingd, thiy dao Ndm hidu mu nghi gi
vEé minh, thiy cuoi :

— T0i ti€u ngao gian hé tim noi lap chiia nénkhong
ban quindo dao st, minh c6 long thanh la duge.

{72 nguyen thuy long

https://tieulun.hopto.org



G& dirng nhin phwong huény béim d3t ngén tay,
miéng 1dm bam :
— Ti siru din meo thin ti ngo mui than dau tuft

hoi...
Do’ mét thdy tr& nén dim chiéu :

— Huéng nay duoc day thim, minh s& c#t midu &
hwéng nay.

Thay dao Nim chi ngay trén ddng gach vun.

My T cii néi -

— Thi miéu truéc kia cling 14p ngay trén d8ng gach
nay vay.

— Nhung mit quay v& phia nio ?

— Quay ra dudng.

Thiy dao Nim lic diu, hoi ¢
— Théy dia Iy nao lai chi vay ?

— A thdly dwéi chan cliu kia.

— Vay ma ciing doi lam thdy, phéi quay nhin ra
séng, thanh thin dd xa lanh bui trin con d& ngar
bit bui dwong 4, ne thim coi, chico giong séng la
tinh khi&t, khitoimdi vE day chinh t6i cling khong
chiu ndi bui hdng tréin nay, t6i mudn 1én nui ngay,
' nhung nghi d&n loi thdy day t6i phai rdng, t&t
Mau ThAn nguoi ch&t nhi€u qud rdi, téi bit budc
phai xudng nui ctru nhon d¢ th&, cing qua cho cac
sinh linh oan hdn udng tir.

Bay gio thi mu T ciu nhin thdy dao N&im bing
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con mi! khic, con m#t thanh kinh hon :
— Da, thiy c6 ddy moi bi€t ché ai ma bigt duge

miv cdi vu nay.
— Ay bdi vay thim phéi tu, c6 tu vln c6 hon,

— Da.

— Tbi s& truy&n dao cho thim.

— Da,

— Thim phai gitp t6i 14p lai midu nay.

— Da, t#t ca do thiy lo.

— N&u khéach thap phwong cé téi thim khéng duge
dudi ngudi ta v& nhir hdi sang nira, thim néi 12 s&
c6 miéu the, bay giv ciing tam duéi gc cAy nay,
gip mua phdp nan minh phai linh d¢ng.

— Da, ciing & duéi g8c cay nay? .
— Ché sao, thanh thin thi dAu ciling 14 nha clia

ngudi h&t, thim hidun khéng ?

Thiy dao Ni#m chim chilam viéc, thiy ra cong
don dep ddng gach vun. Budi trra mu T cdi mai
g4 dn com, gi khong khéach sio va #n uSng nhw
him beo, mu Tw ciii ngac nhién hoi :

— Thdy ciing #in min a ?-

— Bao t6i 1a dao tu tién ma, ddu c6 phii 1a dao
Phat ma #n chay.

My Tu cui khong hidu gi, nhwng ciing m @ cho-
xong. -
T6i chiu thi thlly dao Niam di dwng xong mot caj
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midu don so biing cay.

Thiy dao Nim thip nhang kh#n vai, thiy no6i véi
mu T cui :

— Ngay mai t6i tré lai, toi s& dung moét tup 18a bén
canh midu & d& hiu ha cau. Mu Tw cui thiy vui
vui trong 1ong, vay la mu did co mot cdi micu khac,
Thiy dao Nim gii thich :

- C4i miéu nay chi tam thoi théi, mai mét minh sé

duwng thanh mot cai am.
— Tié&n dau ?

— Thi#u gi, minh quyén cta khach thap phwrong.
Troi sim t8i thiy dao nim nhin ra didn duong
khong con nhin thdy linh canh sat sét gidly nita,
thiy tit ta:

— Thoi t6i v& thim Tw, mai to6i tr& lai.

Ngay hom sau thily dao N&im tr& lai véi cai do dao
miu ndu bac ph&ch, Khdch thip phwong lai raitoi
cling bai, mu Tw cii gi¢i thiéu thdy dao Nim véi
moi ngudi, thiy dao Nim té ra mét con nguoi dao
hanh d& thwong. Thiy #n n6i khéo léo :

— Thwa qui vi, toi la ké tu hanh, t6itéi ddy véi
moét tdm 1ong thanh, voi hai ban tay t6i dung lai
cai mid¢u nay don so, mi€n sao c¢é noi cho qui vi
cling bai ché c6 cong trang gi dau.

Mot ba xuyt xoa vai thiy dao Nim:

— Thit la phudc dire,

| —
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J

376t ba khac 48 nghi

— Thay nén lam mot cai hOp quyén tién, khi nao
dwgc nhigu thidy deng lai cdi miéu nay thanh mt
cdi am,

Thay dao N3m van nh3 nhan :

- Da s@ mang tiéng.

- Cai gi ma mang tiéng, minh dwng am tho phuong
thanh than ché dau ¢6 lam chuyén lwu manh ma

s¢. To6i s€ khuy&n khich moi ngudi gop tién, ngay
mai tdi s€ dwra bd ban toéi, ba Dai ta Nam toi day
cing bai, dwge ba Daita ma giip d& cho thiy thi
khong miy lic cAi miéu nay s& nhw Ling Ong.

— Da cam on ba. |

Thay dao Néim swéng rén trong bung, ding nhw
du tinh ctia minh.

— T6i néi thiét khdng miy hic khd d4u, cdi milu
nay vén di linh thiéng, thiy nhé phé, ngiy mai
lam cai thing, nhu ¢ nhirng dinh chiia nha the
mi&u mao khic ngudi ta cling lam vdy, c6 chét
chéc ai dau. Cang to lon cang linh thiéng.

— Da cadm on ba.

— (6 gl ma cAm on, thiy diu cé lam cho thiy
huwdng, thidy lam chung choban dan thién ha ma, |

ctr 1am theo 14i 161 di.
Ngudi dan ba con thdc mic:
— Thiy & luon day & ?

{76 nguyén thuy long

https://tieulun.hopto.org



— Da,

~— Thdy & chd nao ?

— Ngudi dan ba nhin quanh, c4i miéu biing gé
nho xiu. Thdy dao Nim chi géc cay :

— T6i mic vOng ngl tam day.

—0, khong dwgc, thdy phii cit ngay mot cin nha
canh mieu nay lam chd #n ché ngh.

— Da ciing dang tinh di xin ciy vdn vE& lam so sai.
— Thoi dugec, chiing toi s€ lo cho thiy, Mot ngudi
lo viéc thanh thdn khong thé lam li vay dugec,
Ngay hom sau thdy dao Ndm dong mot cai thiing
cAy that 1é6n c6 khe hé bo tién va khoa clin than,
thiy khéng quén ghi thém mét hang chir quyén

tien khach thap phwong. Ai nfly déu vui vé bo
ti€n vao thung. Mu Tw cii téi canh thdy dao

N&m hoi :
— C6 kha khéng ?
Thay dao Nam nhdn mat :

- CGa thanh than thim hdi vay tdi chét.
Mu Tw ctii lui ra, nhung thiy dao Nim di kéu

giat lai :

— Nay thim Tw téi bidu !

— Gi vay ?

— Tir nay thim lo nhiing viéc don dep, con 4
(i lo ti€p khach thyp puuvag,
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Mu Tw cui hoi b4t mfn, nhung mu nin khe, mu
hirng lirng di ra.

Ba khéch ngay hom qua tro lai véi ba Dai té trén
mot cii xe hoi Hue Ky béng lon. Thiy dao Ndm
véi vang ra d6n ti€p, ba khdch giéi thiéu ba Dai 14
voi thidy dao Nim, thdy dao Ndm cung kinh :

— Kinh chao ba Dai ta.

Ba DPai td ditng nhin c4i midu, ba khong m¥y hai
long, ba khach luon miéng quang cdo cho cai miéu .
— Da thua ba Dai ta c4i miéu nay coi vdy ma linh
thiéng ddo dg, cach day it laa cau dd vat chét hai
dira con nit nhu toi da thwa véi ba Dai ta.

Thiy dao Nim than ihdp nhang cho ba Daité ciing
bai, thiy cung kinh dirng canh mi€u. Xh%n vai xong

ba Dai td bo tién vao thung, niitng ngudi di theo
ba cling bo ti€n theo.

Ba Dai ta d¥ng ngim dia thé :

— CAn phéi x4y cit lai cho lon, noi nay dau cé
phai chi nhitng haing ngudi budn thiing ban met dén
1& bai, con ba no ba kia.

Ngudi dan ba theo ba Dai ta néi :

— Da, em di nghi d&n chuy¢n d6, thidy dao Nim
dang lo...,

Thiy Nim lén ti€ng :

— Thuwa ba Dai t4, t6i s¢ x4y cdt 16n khong tién ?
— Tai sao vy ?

— Da thwa con phai lo gily phép phi&n phire, 10i
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thl 12 nguwdi xa lann chuyén d¢oi khéng muda dioh
dang chi dén.

Ba Dai td gat phdt di =

— Thdy dirng lo chuyén &y, ai dam lam khé lam
dé thdy thdy chi toéi,

— Da téi e thé.

— Toi s& néi véi ba Trung ta tinh, mot cai gidy
phép ché mudi cdi gily phép ciing xong, cir yén
tri di, thi¥u nhan cong toi s€ c6 nhan cdéng, vat
liéu khong thigu gi, téi s& chd cho hang xe, toi
khong mudn gitp thi thdi ché khi toi néi mot ti€ng
thi xong hé&t.

Thidy dao Nidm lai x4 ba Dai td mét céi :

— Cam on ba Dai ta.

Nguwei linh lai xe d& m& sdn cira xe cho doi ba Dai
td, nhung ba Dai t& chwa chiu l1én, ba dirng ngém
mii dia th&, ba thé dai. Ba ban v6i hoi :

— Chéing hay ba Dai ta c6 di®u chi khéng hai long ?
Mit ba Dai t4 riu riu, ba lic diu :

— To¢i nghiép, nwé¢c minh chi€n tranh dai ding
hoai, ngwdi ch&t nhidu qu4, bao nhiéu 1A oan hdn
udng tir, minh ciin phii lap nhi€u noi tho phureng
d& cung ki&ng cho linh hon ho siéu thoat. Cing la
méu d6 da vang véi nhau...

Ba ban suyt soa :

— Trén doi nay ma dwgc nhirng nguwéi nhon duc
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nhur ba Pai ta thi thiét...

Ba ban bo lirng cAu néi vi bA ta chwra tim duge cau

ndo déc y d8 khen ba Dai td, BA Dai t4 quay lai
thdy dao Nim :

— Thay cir yén tri di, t6i s€ gitip thdy vu nay, khéng
phaii toi méi 1am mot kién chiia nay ma da tirng
lam nhi&u.

Thiy dao N¥m hai tay xoa tit vao nhau :

— Dacam on ba Dai t4, ba Dai ta thiét 13 ngudi
nhon hau nhit thé€ gian nay, khi cdi am lam xong
bdn dao xin tac bia ba Dai ta dé lai d&i doi.

Ba Dai t4 xua tay rdi rit:

- Thoi khoi, théi khoi, t6i khong phai hang nguoi hao
danh, 6ng nha t6i la ngudi thanh liém ngay

thing ma bidt thi 8ng riy ra toi ch&t, dng vin
thuéng khuyén téi lam nhirng viéc nhan dirc, tén
tudi ma lam gi...

— Da, da ba DPai t4 néi thiét phai.

Ba ban chup dugc co hdi :

— Dung d6, ba Dai t4 khong phii 124 ngudi héo
danh, ba Dai t4 tirng lAm chuyén nhon dirc ma
nha bdo phong v&n ba DPai td c6 cho dau.

Truée khilén xe ba Dai ta con néi voi laf :

— Thi€u nhon coéng tdéi s& cho linh t&i lam, linh

lAm chua chién thi dwgc phwéc ehéd sao, chi khi

ndo bathe lam bin dinh cho My thué méi phai téi.
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Ba Dai tA budc hin 1én xe, cdnh cira déng xap lai,
chidc xe bon bon chay di. Thiiv dan Nim dirng
xoa tay khoan khoai, mu Tuw cui tir ndy dirng sau
gdc cay theo ddi moi hanh déng xay ra, mu dam
ghen tirc voi thdy dao Niam, n8u khoéng co thidy
thi c6 phai ba Dai td truc ti€p noi chuyén véi my
réi khong.

Thily dao Ndm quay lai, bat giip mu Tw ciii dang
nhin minh, thiy dao Nim lién lén ti€ng sai bao :
—Thim lo quét tuéc quanh midu cho sach s& nghe.
Mu Tuw cui ngling ngoang :

— Thdy quét di, téi co phai l1a diy té& cla thiy
d4u ma sai bidu t6i tung bitng vay ?

Thiy dao Nim dirng nghét mit ra :

— Hay, thim nay néi moi thiét la, minh déu 13
toi to cdu, thim lam viéc nay thi téi lam viéc knac
ché o gi ma thim néi tdi sai bidu thim.

' Thily dao Nim khéo léo t&i bén mu Tw cai :

— Thim Tw o0i, m&i «lam &n chung» véi thim Tw
t6i dd thdy mé&n con nguoi chon that cla thim,
minh ma tring cd 4p phe nay thi thiy tré minh
tha hd gidu sang. Toi s& lo cit mot cai midu thiét
lén & day thim khong thich sao ?

Mu Tu ciii nghe bui tai, mu twdng trong d&n mét
:4i milu to lon, xe hoi Hué Ky ndi dudi nhau dau
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chdt cd quing dudng nay. Khi d6 my ‘Tir i #in
sung miic swéng moi nguwdi kinh né mu, ba Dai ta
s€ hoéi thim mu nhw mot nguéi ban than. Thinh
thodng ba Dai ta lai moi mu Tu ciii 1én xe hoi di
choi véi ba mét vong. Mu Tw cii nghi ra dwge
chirng &y 14 dd cdm ddng y nhu thwe roi.

Thiy dao Nim khuy&n khich mu :

— Thim Twr &, minh phai ¢8 ging, toi lo viéc giao
t& voi 6ng ba 1&n, con thim thay téi lo vige wviit
vanh. Minh khéng may hoéi kha dau.

Thay dao Nam nhin bd quan do rach ruwdi cia mu

Tw cui :

— T6i s& lo may cho thim mot bé qudn 4o dao,
thim nghe t6i tu di, tu 1a co6i phic do thim a. Toi
con tré ma di chdn canh hong trdn, thim cé tudi
rdi khong tu hanh thi thiét uong.

Mu Tw cui cAm do6ng :

— Da didu d6 t6i d& nghf dén tir lau rdi, nhung
ti€n ddu ma may quin 40 ?

Thiy dao Nim chi cdi thing cAy :

— Tidn & d6 ché con & dau.

Mu Twr cui xuyt mét cai.

— Phai téi chét.

— C4ai gi ma phai toi, minh may mic quiin ao dao
dé th¢ phurgng cdu ché ddu c6 phai minh may
sim hoang phi gi ddu ma phai toi. Toi ciing s&
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may mot bo, bd nay cii qué roi.
Mu Tw cii khéng ngot nghi da twong lai rue &
ctia minh, chic chiin th& nao cliing ¢6 ldn ba D .i
td moi my &i dao choi bing xe hoi Hué ki, mg Tu
cui s€ v6 cung hanh dién,
My Tw cii nhin vdo xém nghéo, nhitng ngwdi
tfrong d6 s& khong bao git khinh khi duwgc mu nhu
ngé; xura nira.
Budi sang mat rugi, nang thay tinh ruc rd, mu
Tw ciui vudt lai mé téc l0a xo6a, mu di ki€m cai
chdi lui cui quét don.
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IX.

NU’O‘ C véi tring lam cdi am tr& nén séng
siia. C4i am n&im nép minh bén canh b& séng mat
mé, xung quanh lai c6 tedng cao bao bgc, sudt
ngay trong am tda ra mui trim hwong ngao ngat.
My Tw cii lo quét twéc don dep khong x6t mét
chd nao khidn c4i am cang sach s& Thiy dao Nim
bén b) 46 lya trdng tho thiin quanh trong am dén
ti€p khach thap phuong. Hoi nay thdy dao Ném coi
béo tdt phuong phi ra, thiy d& b rdu, méng tay
dai, trong thdy c6 ding thanh thian thoat tuc, ai
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cfing phai khen thiy 1a ngudi dao hanh. Tinh n&
lai hoa nhad. Thdy khéo quing cao cho cai am cua
minh nén khéch thap phwong cang ngdycang kéo
d&n 18 b4ai déng ddo, co ngwdi tir Tay Ninh xa x6i
ciing 16i toi, 12 bdi va & lai am lam cong qui vai
ngay. Cong viéc ciing bai hgi hé thdy dao Nim giao
cho mot ongthdy ciing chuyén nghiép lo liéu, thiy
chi c6 nhiém vy hiing dem thdp nhanglén ban the
cau ho#c doén ti€p nhirng thwrgng khéch toi cing
bdi. B8i voi nhitng nguoi d6 thi chinh thiy dao
Néim lo viéc thédp nhang, dirng hdu bén canh. Con
subt ngay thiy dao N#im & trong phong lam viéc gi
d6, hoic thiy di van du, ¢6 khi d&€n nim bay ngay

méi vé, ai hoi mu Tir ciii no6i thdy vé nii thim sw
phu. C6 mot dao mot to nhat bao & tha dé 4i lam

ca mot thién phong sy diéu tra vé cai am nay, ho
biroi moc &l chuyén, nhidu chuyén cé that vanhigu
chuyén anh chang phéng vién nao dé di phia ra.
Nhung cAi am ciia thiy dao Nim vAn binh chan
nhu vai, céng viéc budn thiin ban théanh vin chay
d&u din, hanh tung thiy dao Nim van con trong
vong bi mat, nha bdo khong nim vitng tai lidu,
Chang nhitng khong gay dwgc s ghét bd cia khach
thap phuwong mi con gay sur chi y cho mei ngudi,
¢d nguoi dé nghi thiy dao Ndm @&i kién nha bdo,
nhung thdy dao Nim chi cuoi : |
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— Kién tung lam chi, minh 4& tu r‘c’ii, miy chuyén
d6 la chuyén ngoai doi.

Thiy dao Nim cang duwgc ti€ng 12 nguwdi nhan
hau, hang ngay cac nir dé tir ra vdo phong riéng
cha thiy dao Nim, co6 18 vi vay ma thdy dao Nidm
bi mang- ti¥ng. Trong phong thdy dao Ndm ddy da
tién nghi ti vi, ti lanh. Trong t& lanh lic nao ciing
ddy 4p trdi cay, cam téo, nho v.. v..

Budi sing héom nay thdy dao N#m ngdi trong
budug, thiy meét mdi, thiy khong mudn ti€p ai,
thdy cho goi mu Tw cui vao :

— Thim khéng cho ai vao phong téi ngdy hém nay
h&t nghe chwra ?

Mu Tuw ciii x4 moOt cai, mu cui thdp dau :
— Da, nhirng m3y ba «déc biét» thi sao ?

Thily dao Ndm gio tay che miéng ngap :

— A, miy'ba dic biét thi duge.

Mg Tw cuii lai cii th8p diu xudng vai thém mot céi
nita trieadc khi lui ra:

— Xin tuan lénh.

Khach thap phwoag liic nay dd @€n cting bai dong
dao, ho hoi thiim thiy dao Ndm, mu Tu cui lam
Ja vé quan trong : \

— Thay mét, thdy ra 1énh khong cho ai duge lam
ron thay.

Congudi lo ling héi :
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— Thiy mét va sao ?

— So so thoi, thily cdn dwogc tinh dudng,

Miit m#y nguoi dan ba diy lo ling, lo ling nhw
cho chinh ban thdn minh :

— Toi khong, dé téi n6i véi cde ba Ay réi lo thube
thang cho thdy, chéc 14 thidy lo viéc tnanh nhiéu
qui nén mdéi dau cho gi;

Mu Tir cii cdi chinh :

— Khong phai thiy dau, t6i chi nai thi+ mét,

— Tir cdi mét di téi dau khong bao xa, thim & canh
thily ma khong lo ling cho thiy.

My Tur cui ttc sirng :

— Th& nao 13 khong lo ling, ngay ndo{6i cling n¥u
xip cho thdy #n, camtao thi day mot ti, budi sang

dn bo #in sitra, t8i lic ndo mudn #n ph&la téi xach
t0 d1 mua phao lién con gi nira, may ba chi thiét 1am

chuyén, n6i vay ma khong bi€t phai t¢i voi ‘qui
thén.

Th3y mu Tw cii ndi n6ng miy ba voi vaudt ve ty
di cuamu :

— Thim Tuw la nguwéi th€ nao & ddy chung téi
khong bi€t sao, ching toi néi dua thim d6 thoi.
Ngoéltay thim Tw ra chwa c6 ai sin s6c cho thiy
ki'r ledng nhiwr thim hé&t, chinh thidy van thu'érng
khen thim truwéc mit ching t6i ma,

Mu Tu cui duge vubt ve tu ai, mu ké 18 hét chuyén
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no chuyén kia v& thiy, mu tré thanh phat ngén
vién chinh thirc cho thiy, cdic mu dan ba dung
nghe mot cach thich thu.

Khoing muwdi gio sdng mu Tir chi méi t&t cd khach
thap phucong lo 18 b4i d&8 my lam viéc. Mu Tuw
cui noi :

— Sdp stra phdi lo com nwéc cho thiy rai.

Cac ba ban nhau :

— Chiu hom nay chiing minh tré lai thim thiy,
mua it trai cay bigu thay.

M6t ba c6 vé biét didu :

— Thiy mét dirng vao dong qui, minh nén cir dai
dién vao thi hon.

— To6i dai dién.
Ba khédc kho tinh :

. — KhOng c6 ai dai dién cho ai hﬁt toi s& vao thiim
thdy mdt minh.

Viay 14 midy ba um xim, mu Tw cii phdi chay
ra can :

— Thoi t0i can céc ba, day 1A noi thé phwong xin
cdc ba né mit thanh thin mot chut che.

— Nhwng néi nghe phat tire minh, ai ma chiu duge,
Mu Tw cui phai hira hen :

— Dugc toi s& thira lai véi thiy,

—- Cho vao hé&t ché ?

— Cai do khong bi&t, d& toi hdi ¥ ki&n thiy 4.
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Mu T ciii thy thiét 13 khé khin, thiy dao Nim a3
din khéng dugce cho ai vao bay gio mu khéng bigt
‘phai noi thé n&o véi thdy, mu hira dai:

— Yao h&t, nhung d& thily khoe da.

— Tré&i, thim nay noi moi that ky, thiy khée thi
ching téi cin gi phai vao thim nira, Théi dwuoc
sau bira com trwa nay ching téi s€ téi tham thiy,
Mu Tuw cui cdi :

— DAu dwgce, sau bita com trwra thidy con phdi
nghi trrra cho.

— Chirng b8n gio chitu dwgc khoéng, ching toi
cling con phai di mua gi biu thay ché.

Mu Tuw cii gat d&u :

— Thoi duoc, nhung nhé vao moét chit xfu thai
roi ra ngay nhé, dé thdy nghi, thdy binh t6i nghiép,
— Da.

Bon dan ba ra khoi am, ho vira di vira ban tdn x6n
xa0, ho quay ra néi x&u mu Tw cii :

— C4i con me thdi tha, n6 lam khé d& minh ché
thdy la mot nguwoi dé tinh 1am,

— Cai hang ngudi do bao gid ma chd vay, ngay
xwa khi chwa c6 c4i am clia thiy dung nén, con
me nay do6i nhu con ché thiy thiy t¢i nghiép nén
nudi n&ng ddy ché, bay gio 1én mat, ré chén.

MZy ong thiy béi ngdi dai dai theo vé dwong 1én
ti€ug moi chao, bon con nit ban yﬁng huong xum
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ta1 cac ba. Mot ba gt 1én ;

— Chiing may khong thdy bon tao vira & trong am
ra a.

Hém nay 12 ngay rim thién ha di 18 déng dio,
‘roi v€ trora rdi md vin con nhidu nguoi toi
I& bai. Ai cling @5n dai am cau linh thiéng ciu gi
dugc ndy.

Cudc buén thiin ban thinh ciia thly dao Nim dién
ra d€n héi s6i noi.

Mu Tuw ciii tr& vao phong thiy dao Nim, thdy dang
niim doc ti€u thuy&t chudng & ghé xich da, mu
ké cong :

— Thdy oi mét qua.

— C4i gi vay ?

— MZy ba c& dodi vao thim thity.

Thiy dao Nim dit quyén tiéu thuy&t ki€ém hiép
xudng long :

— To6i dd n6i véi thim khéng cho vao kia ma.

— Nhwrng cédc ba &y cir doi vao.

— Thdy dao Ném cau nhau.

Mu Tuw cui noi ti€p :

~ Toi phdi hen dai d&n chi&u.

Thdy dao Ni#m ti€p tuc xem truyén, mu Twr cui 18
phép lui ra, khép clra, mu vira di vira |Am bim : .
— Mdy con me thiét 14 ....
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Mot g& dan o6ng sang irong tir ngodi budce vao, ga
mang ki&- g mat bit kin d€n thai dwong, g nghénh
ngoé nhin cai am, gd ngdi xudng cd1 gh& dai. My
Tw cui bude téi hai

— Ong téi dAng huong ?

G& 1ic d3u, gd h&h mit lén hdi :

— Cho téi giip thdy dao Nim.,

Mu Tu cui ng6é hian, khéng bi€t hin 12 hang ngui
gi ma hén ldo vdy, mu tra diia lién:

— Thiy dang nghi.

Gd nh&ch mép cudi cé6 vé coi thudng, g khong
néi gi véi mu nira, ga moc thudc 14 hat, g ngoéra
cai xe hoi ciia minh, chi&c xe hoi son mau ca pheé

stta. MuTu cii do4n ring ga phai 1a hang ngudicé
thé 1im méi ddm hdch dich nhwr vy, hodic 1a quen

16n voi thiy dao Nim. Mu thay d5i thai 46 :
— Thwra 6ng c6 hen trirde véi thay ?

Gi lic didu :

— Khéng, ghé thim vy thoi.

— Thily ¢6 quen thiy dao Nim ?

na ding ngén tay bing tan thudc 14;

— Quen so so vay thoi.

Mu Tw cii vin thic mic :

— Thiy c6 chuyén gi gdp khoéng ?

Gd lac diu: , .

— Khoéng c6 gi gép hét, cir d& cho thiy nghi trua
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téi ngdi cho

G# lai thadn nhién cham mot di€u thudce khéc, ga
viy tan thudc te tung, mu Tw cii cang thém thic
mic, con nguwdi gl ddu ma ky quai qué chirng. Mu
Tw cui di rot mét ly nwrédc bungra :

— Xin mdi thdy. }
— Céam on.

G& van khong thém nhin mu, c4i m#tkhinh khinh
trong d&n ghét, c4i kinh rdm deo mit ciia gi qua
t6i, mu Tw ciii khong nhin rd mit g8, hin coé vé
moOt con ngudi vira bi mat vira nguy hiém. Mu Tw
cii khong th® khong néi voi thdy dao Ndm vé
nhin vt nay. Mu Tu cui quay got di vao phong,
thiy dao Nim da dung xong bira com trwa, thay
dang xia rang, thay vé mat nghiém trong ctia mu Tu cui,
thay lén tiéng hoi :

- C6 chuyén gi nita dé thim Tu ?

Mu Tw cui ti€n gln thdy hon, giong mu c6 vé thi
thao hon 1a néi :

— C6 mét thing cha, ngéi ngoai kia, thing cha coi
bd ky di 1&m.

— Mot thding cha, t6i khong hidu thim no6i gi, ma
-ky di lam sao ?

(Gigng muy cang tré nén nghiém trong ;

— Cha néi cha quen thiy.

Thiy dao Nim cudi :
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— Bay gi¢ thi thign gl ngu#i néi quen toi, chic
lai ngudi nao d&n nho va chuyén gi.

Mu Tw cui lic ddu:

— Da thwra téi coi by khong phai, téi thdy cha
nay ¢6 vé hach 1im.

— Hach ha, chi 1a c4i tha gi ma thim n6i hdch ?
— Ché di xe Hué Ky.

Thiy dao Ndm nhin mit :

— Di xe Hué Ky ma thim no6ihéich 4, thi€u gi ngwoi
d€n day di xe Hué K.

Mu Tuw ciii birt d3u birt téc, mukhdng thd nao gidi
thich ndi sz hach dich cla con ngudi ky di Ay.
Thiy dao Nim quy#&t liét :

— Thim ra noi véi thiing cha &y réing thiy dang
nghi trea, mudn ndi chuyén gl thi chd dén chidu.

Hom nay t6i di néi khong ti€p ai ma tir sing dén
gio thim gdy phi&n nhi€u cho t6i nhidu qua rdi.
Mu Tu cui danh tiu nghiu di ra. Nguoi dan 6ng
ky la vAn ngdi ddy, mu Tu cii th¥y ngin, mu
danh t&i canh gé

— Thiy dao Nim dangngi, téi khong tién kéu day,
hay 0ng ¢6 chuyén gi thi di dau choi mot lat, thdy
diy toi thwa lai, chdic chin thiy s& danh wu tién
cho 6ng ?

Ga dan 6ng la mit phi cudi .

~— Lai c¢6 ca vin d& wu tién & day nita sao, nhung
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khéng sao, t6i ngdi chd, 16i khong c6 chuyén gi ban
h&t tron, chi ban viée gi cr di lam di.

Mu Tw cui lic ddu:

" Téi ciing khong ban viéc gi hét.- |

Ga dan 6ng la mit hit hé&t di€u thude no d€n digu
thudc kia, mit gi lanh nhw ti€n, thinh thoang ga
mim cuwdi va vo, khong hidu sao mu Tw cii thiy
nu curdi clia g ciing nhudm diy vé bi mat. Mu Tw
cuiki€m cai gh€ ngdi ngay trong am, mu s¢ g nay
c6 hanh dong gi bt chinh ching. Ga hat h&t didu
thudc, trong khi moi di€u thudc khac gi lén ti€ng

hdi mu ;
— Cai am nay hdi nay coi by kha phai khong chi ?

— Ong néi sao ?

— C4i am nay, thiy dao Nidm la ngudi khéo diéu
khi8n nén khach khira déng.

Mu Tu c’ﬁi khéng tra 1&i hdin, mu dé dit, mu mudn
xem hin con néi gi nira, gi la mit tiép :

— Moi ngay nao chi [A mot cdi midu so sii, vay
ma thiy dao Nim v& d4y bly vé ralim chuyén qua,
khi thiy dao Nim v& ddy dau cb céi gi phai khong
thim, toi bi&t rd thiy ma,

Mu Tw ciii 18y ]Jam ngac nhién khéng bigt tai sao
gd nay lai bi&t rd v& cdi am d&n th&. G noi tiép :
— Khong ngd mot thing nhé bi ch€t oan ma lai
tot s& d&n vay, bay gi& thi quanh ndm sudt thang
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ngudi ta cling quai né.

Mu Tu cii cAng thém ngac nhién, khong bi&t hin
]Ja hang nguwoi gi ma bi&t nhitng digu bi mat nhit
v cdi am nay. G& lai mim cudi, gd vAn khong
chiu 16t cai ki€ng ram ra, troi trong nay dau cé
ning, c6 l& gi dang quan sat mu, G& thé khéi
thudc mi mit : |

— To6i cling mirng cho thim, c6 c4di am nay nén
thim ciing no, thim #n léc cla cdu, thiy dao Nim
ciing vay phai khong thim ?

Mu Tu cui thay buc roi, mu khdng thé dan duoc
nita : -

— Ong laai?

G& la miit vAn binh thén :

— Toi la ngudi bi€t nhi€u chuyén, c¢6 th€ théi.
G3 trd 1&i xong cwoi rudi, dang twoei tinh nhw
vdy, miit gi bdng nghiém lai, gi nhin ra ngoai
troi ning chang chang, c6 1€ tréi dang ngh vé
chi®u, khach thap phwong ladc dic d€n 18 bai, mu
Tw cui ban viéc, mu khéong d8 y d€n gi dan ong
xa la nita, mic hin ngéi mot goc.

M4y ba hoi séng trd lai, cdi mi¢ng ho tia lia :

— Thiy day chwa ? ¥
— Thim Tw cho chiing t6i vio thim thiy di.
M6i ngudi d¥8u c6 xdch theo nhirng gio dd6. Co
ngudi qua thwong thdy hoi mu Tw cii ;

196 nguyén thyy long

https://tieulun.hopto.org



— Tir sang d&n gié thdy co6 bot khéng ?

Mu Tw cti nhéin nho :

— Kh& 1im tdi dd n6i réing thiy khong c6 dau dm
gi h&t, thdy chi mét, uguwoi ta méi la chuyén
thuong.

Bon dan ba mbi ngwdi tranh nhau noéi mot cau, mu
Tu ctii b6ng thdy minh quan trong hén ra, khi co
ngwdi hoi :

- Chung t6i vao tham thay duoc chuwa ?

Mu Tu cui cang ra vé quan trong hon :

- l?é {6i v truoc coi thdy di,—

— U’ chi vo di.

Mu Tu cui khu#t sau c4dnh clra, mot 14t mu tro ra,
ding nira trong nira ngoai canh cira, ngoéic ngodc
cac ba, cac ba téi gdn, cdcba tut gude tut dép truoe
khi vao phong, ai n8y déu di didng mot cach khé
khang, y tir.

Ga dan é6ng tir lic ndy van kin ddo theo rdi hanh
dong cia cac ba, gd khong bo so6t mét hanh dong
nao, gi lai mim cwoi khi cac ba d& vao khu#t sau
canh ctra. Gi lai méc thudc l4 ra hut, ga hut hé&t
ba di€u thudc la thi cdc ba tré ra; tréng mit mii
ai nly d8u c6 vé hon hd. Ho xach gid khong ra,
mu Tuw chi tién ra tdn ctra. By gi¢ mu méi nhin
d€n nguoi dan ong la:

— Théy cho m&i 6ng vao.

Gi khong néi ning gi dirng d4y di thing v& phia
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ctra budng, mu Tu chi nh¥c :

— Xin 6ng bo gidy & ngoai,

Nhung gd dan 6ng 1o di nhuw khéng nghe thdy, gé
vao thing treng budpg. Thiy dao Nim sirng s
khi nhan ra héin, thiy thay d6i ngay thai d¢ :

— Kia Hoan, sao may bi€t tao & day ? Ngoi choi di.
G& dan 6ng tén Hoan ngdi xudng mdt cdi ghe
thip, hin mim cuwdi :

— Bay gi¢ lam thidy dao rdéi nén khé tinh phai
khong, t6i chd ban sudt tir sing d&n gid chuwa
dugc mot hot com ndo vao bung,

— O xin 16i tao d4u bidt la may, tai sao may
'khong chiu néi tén?

Ga lic ddu :

— Tao mudn xem s thdi tha clia may téi mire
dd ndo, me tién swr c4i thir buén thdn ban thanh.
— May khong thwong tao may con churi tao ha
Hoan ?

— Khong chiri gi riéng may ma tao chiri chung t&t
ca nhitng thing d6ildt nha tu d@ tr8n linh, may coé
th& daidién hang ngudido,

Thiy dao Nim bay gio mém ra nhir bam:

—Thoi ma tao xin, may chiri tao nhir v§y @& rdi,
tao lam #dn ma may.

—May lam #n thiét ha, nghTa la may khongc6 thin
thanh gi h&€trdo?
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~Tao lam #n. P

— Dugc, lam dn minh tinh theo lam #n.

— May mudn gi ?

Gi khong tra 1oi ngay cdu hdi, gi dirng day, t&i td
lanh mé& ra, nhom vao dé, gi 14y mot trai bom dwa
lén miéng cdn nhai rdu rau, gi trd lai chd ngdi,
nuft xong mi€ng tdo gi mé&i noi :

— Thiy may kh4 tao cling mirng cho may, budn
thio ban thanh hay budén o6ng troi tao ciing thay
ké, minh ca mé moét lira véi nhau ma, tao thi vin
sdng béing ngh& budn d6 lau My, tao bi€t may & day
tir lAu nhung bay gi¢ tao moi toi, dang 1€ ra tao
ching téi 1am ché gl, nhung c6 chuyén.

— Chuyén gi d6?

Ga rét binh tinh, gi 10t cdi kinh rAm deo mit ra,
m#t bén trai cia gi bi chét, con nguwoi bén phai
cia hin nhin lio lién, nhin thing vao mit thiy
dao Nam :

- Tao dén day khoéng vay muon gi may hét, tao noi
trwdc véi may nhu vay may khoi lo.

— Muc dich ?

— Dirng nong, chuyén d4u con c6 dé, may da
ném trong toan b k& hoach cia tao,

— May ndi tao nghe th3y ghé qua a,

— Yén tri, nhitng ngwoi nhw tao nhw may thi
khong bao gid¢ dai d¢t nhing tay vao viéc chinh
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tri h&t, cai mdng clha tao la lam giau.

GA nhin coim chi vao thdy dao Nim :

— May con ngbi d€n chuyén lam giau khéng hay

l1a quy&t xa ldnh tui trin roi.

Thady dao Nédm cuwdi nhat :

— May khéng hoi chic ciing thira biét tao chi ndm

day chd qua con hoan nan.

— Duge, nhu vay minh d& dang noi chuyén hon,

G& Hoan di #n xong trai bom, g hut di€u thudc I4:
Trwée ddy nha bdo c6 16i cdi am cia may ra

_sttl, nhung chiri Au, chiri ldo, nh&t 1a chdi vé

may, vi thing phong vién nao d6 khong rd tung

tich may.

Thiy dao N&m ngwée 1én hoi :

— Nhir vayla th€& ndo, may néi ra viy c6 nghiajgi.

— May van 1a mét thdng kém théong minh.

-Sao ?

- Con sao gi nita, néu tao la thang nha bao ay may thir

tudng twong tao nguy hiém cho may biét

bao, chic chfin may phai ban xé&i khéi manh dit

dung than cudi ciung nay.

Thiy dao Ndm cudi :

— Tao hiu ¥ may rdi.

G& tén Hoan cudi khinh khinh :

~— Bay gio thi may thong minh réi d6,

Thay dao Ndm céu kinh :
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— May néi giong cha hodl.

— D6 1a cdi tinh xZu cha tao, xhi tao lam cha dwoe
ai tao lam lién.

— Khd 18m, bay gi may mudn gi may néi phut di
cho réi, -

G3 Hoan vin binh tinh :

— Sao d6 rdy may néng tinh qué vay, ngay trudc
may lam dn chung véi tao may van ndi ti€ng la
mot thdng binh tinh nhdt bon ma.

Thiy dao Nam mit do gay, thdy khong con mot
chut gi 4 dao mao nia :

— Minh tirng quen giang hd véi nhau, ¢6 chuyén
gi thi giai quy€t cho le ché khéng cé cai vu ca
rénh ca rang.

G3 Hoan ngheo dau :

- May biét tao phai ngéi chd may bao nhiéu tiéng déng
hé khéng, trong khi néu mudn tao cé thé

tdng clra vao gip may ngay lap tirc.

G3 Hoan bwéc toi cdm qu‘yé“n tidu thuy&t kigm
hiép lén, lat coi qua vai lrang, cudi nbat :

— Trong khi thiy dao Nim nim coi tiéu thuyél
ki€m hiép, chiic hiin day la kinh sdch cda 1hiy.
Thady dao Niam giiing I8y cudn séach ,

— Thoi dirng mia mai nita, may di noi chiing ta ca
me mot Iira.

G& Hoan deo lai cdi ki€ng :
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— Tao phéi & may tu nhan nhu viy méi co gik
tri, bay gi¢ thi chung ta dda hoan toan thOng cam
nhau, vi lAu ngay qua khéng gip lai may tao cdn
thir lai, vi bi€t dau sau théi gian giang hé may
khong trd lai lam mot bac chan tu,

Hin ngé vao mit thdv dao Nam :

— Bui trdn con bam ddy mit may, d6 la diéu
dang murng.

Thiy dao N&m binh iinh tré lai:

— R&i ching ta théng cdm nhau réi, bay gio vao
de di.

Gd Hoan ra cira s8 nhin tréi nhin 4t :

— Tao th&y phong canh & day rit dep.

Thay dao Nam hiéu tiéng ndi 1éng cha ddng bon, thay
hoi tiép :

— R&i sao ?

— Tao ¢6 ca ban 40 khu nay trong tay, c4i x6m
trong kia dn théng rab¢ so6ng, s€ c6 nhirng chiéc
thuyén di trong dém t8i cip b&n, tir trong x6m sé
¢6 ngwoi mang hang ra cai am nay, réi hang ngay
¢6 nhirng chi€c xe du lich thiét dep thiét lich swr
tél mang hang di,

— Tao hiéu.

— DY nhién may dwgc chia r#t sdng phiing khi
hang da xdm nhép dugc vao do thﬁnh', may thiy
khong hang clia minh vao ma kh6éng phaiqua tram
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kitm so4t & chi€c cdu kia, trong mfy thdng vira
qua hang khéng vao dugcldi nay,khong qua ndi céi
cidu d6, qua bao nhiéu m#t by nhibu, tung chudng
do6 la ciing vo hiéu, bay gio thi khong cin nita.
Nhiém vu may lam on ngdi & cai am nay thoi,
nhan nhitng chuyén hang d&n va chuyén di khi
c6é ngudi tdi linh, tao s€ cho ngwoi dén phu ta
cho may.

— Ai?

— Mot 6ng dao, chic chin n6 dong vai 6ng dao
con xuya hon may.

- Tai sao may biét tao & day ?

- Tao biét hét, khéng mot chuyén gi qua méat tao

noi.

Thiy dao Ndm chan nén ;

— Me, tao qua méit nha nwéc cai vit ma tao khOng'
qua ndi mit may thi tao con d& qua.

— Béi vay tao méi lam x&p may,

Hai nguwoi dang néi chuyén véi nhau thi mu Te chi
diy cira di vao, gi Hoan thay dbi ngay thai d9:
— Thua thay n&u thay cho phép thi vo chong téi s&
cdt cai am nay thanh mot ngoi dén nguy nga long
lay, hom nay ching toi d&n day véi 18t ch thién
chi, mong thidy nhin cho. ;
Thay dao Ndm lam caivé miit nghiém ‘rong :

— Thdy cdm on long 8t clia vo chdng anh, nhwng
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rit tiéc toi khong (L& nhan duoe.

— Thuwa th3y vay la thdy phu tdm long ctia vo chong
tdi, vo téi néi rang trwoc khi ching t6i nhung tay
vao viéc buén gao ra mi€n Trung, vg t6i co toi
am ndy van vai cdu, khong ngdo cau linh vay, c&u
cho tring m&i mot phét cd miy chuyc triéu dong.
‘Mu Tuw cii ling nghe, mu khong khoi than phue,
thao nao, thdng cha la friéu phi nén thing cha
méi hach dich vay d6. Gi Hoan lai nidn ni :

— Théi thi thily nhan giim cho chigc xe hoi Hué
Ky vay.

Thay dao Nim chiéip tay truéc nguc:

— Khong dém, khong dam, nguwoi qui ta hiy @@
trong long, ta khong d4m nhan gi khdc ngoai com

in 40 mic, ta chila moét ké dn mav 1éc cau.
— Thuwa thdy xin thdy nhéan cho khoéng thir nay

thi thir khac, cho phép ngay mai dé {tr cho thg dén
pha c4i am nay lam ngoi dén nguy nga.

— Khéng duwoe, thoi thdy cam on dé tir, théi co
tdm long thanh nhue vay la cdu hidu long dé
tlr roi.

Thiy dao Nim goi mu Tw cui.

— Nay chi Tu, chi nén nhéo mét khach qui ctia toi,
néu 6ng Ay c6 d&n diung dé ong Ay phai cho doi.
— Da.

Mu Tw cui thdan phuc nguoi khach la ra mit ;
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— Thwra h6i nay éng khdng néi rd.

Gi Hoan 16 ra mét con ngudi hao hoa phong nhi,
gd moc ti€n gifly Trin Hung Pao duwa mu Tw cui
— Xin bi€u chi ti&n #n trdu.

Mu Tw ciii cdm tién, cui th#ip ddu cam on, hdi ndy
mu ghét gd nay bao nhiéu bay gio mu qui m&n ga
bdy nhiédu, nguwoi ta la triéu phi ma.

Thay dao Ndm ra hiéu cho mu :

— Thoi chi ra ngoai nha di, co6 gi t6i s& kéu chi.
Mu Tuw cui lui ra ngoai phong, mu déng cira cin
than.

G& Hoan ha miéng cudi sang khodi:

— Thiét minh déng kich kh4 Iim, tir nay tr& di

minh khéng conlo gi vé con me nay nita,
— Cho mé tién déu déula Am ma.

— A tao con hdi may thém didu nay nita, may c6
bao nhiéu ngudi coi vao cdi am nay ?

— Khong ai ngoai con me ciii nay,

— Vay tot.

— Tao hoéi may thém didu nady nita, dia dilm 48
hang cta may & duéi H8 Nai ra sao ?

— B8, ciing chi vi m&y chi&c Toyota.

G& Hoan nhin ra ngodicira s8, g néi nhir néi
mot minh :

—Minh qua bao nhiéu phen thanh cong rdi va ciing
jua khong bi&t bao nhiéu phen thit bai, nhung

-
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thua keo ndy minh bdy keo khac, thanh céng, nhit
dinh keo nay thi minh phai thanh cong, hidy trot
lot cho tao 13y nira nim, chi ntra nim tréi thoi
tao v&i may s€ tré thanh triéu phu. Tién, tién,
bi&t bao nhiéu la ti&n... |

G toi ndim 18y cdi 40 clia thily dao Nim :

- T&i ngay nao do tao bao may cdi cai do nay ra, liéng
di, may phai nghe l0i tao.

— May quén la tao trdn quan dich ?

— Tao kﬁbng quén, tién ciing khdng quén, may s&
tré thanh hegp 1¢ tinh trang quin dich may hiéu
chwa, May sé& c6 v¢ dep, c6 nha liu xe hoi, may
sé co dua thir trén ¢di doi nay, nhu tao, nhwr tao..
H&n b8ng cuoi, ti€ng cuoihoilén, hin ngirng cudr

nhin vao mit thiy dao Nim :

— May th#y cudc doi nay tirc cwdi khong, thiin
thanh tirc cwoi, chi€n tranh tire cwdi, nguwdi séng
tirc cudri, ngudi chét tire curdri, may tirc cuwdi va tao
cling tirc cudi nika,

- Tai sao ?

— Con tai sao nita hd, may hiy nhin b6 quin 4o
tu hanh clia may coi c6 tirc cuwdi khong, nhin sir
banh bao clia tao, nhin c4i am nay, c4i thing con
nit dwgc ngudi ta ton sung théd cling sudt ngay

tao th#y cai gi ciling lam tao tirc cudi duge. Can
chuyén chi 14 mét thiing con nit chét oan trong dj
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t#*t Mau Thén, bdng nhién né tr& thanh thanh thin
ngang xwong, roi né trd thanh vin d& cta moi
ngudri, Cong San huénh hoang tuyén b8 n6 14 mot
vi anh hung nhi dong, Quc Gia phu nhén, réi bao
chi khai thac d8 b4n bio, may khai thac dé trdn
quéin dich, con mu cti khai thic d& cAu com, va
bAy gir d€n tao khai thdc d& buén lau. T4t ca chau
vao mot x4c chét, méi k& c6 mot muc dich riéng,
chung qui chi d& thii lgi, nhu vay khong phai 1a
‘tirc cwrdi hay sao ?

Thiy dao Nidm di di lai lai trong phong 1

— Pang tirc cudi that.

— Tire cudi diet dydi dirdi ché con ddng tire cudi

gi nira.
Gi6 tir diréi sOng thoing 1én mat 18ng 10ng, troi vE

chiéu, mit séng phan chiu 4nh vang chéi loi. G&

Hoan @it tay l1én vai ban:
— Thoéi tao v&, k€ hoach clia minh ct& vy ma lam.

— Bao gi®é b#t diu ?

— Cang sém cang t6t,

Truéc khi ddy cira ra, gi Hoan cdn néi

— May hdy tudng twgng trowde di mot teong lai
ruc rd, nhé thdp nhang kh3n vai cdu cho tao lam
dn troét Iot, fao s& cing mot con heo ta on,
Thiy dao Nim cudi:

— Tao mong mdt ngdy ndo d6 tao dwgc c&i bd dd
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&ao dttc ndyra & m¥c strc s8ng lrru manh nhur may,
— Khong lau dau, nhikng ké Iwva manh khong mic
riéng mét bd quin 4o nao, no ¢6 the mic dugc hét
nhitng b quiin 4o trén th€ gian nay, ngudi ta da
chd tirng néi chiéc 40 ching khong lam ndi thiy
tu 14 gi.

Thiy dao Nim tin kbach ra tan cira, cdi miit
thily coi dao mao kha 4i kha kinh, cic ngudi d€n
12 bai cii rap diu chao thiy, ho khong quén
vén an sitc khoe ctia thiy, thiy twoi cudi dap 18
moi ngudi, Khi ngudi khach la di khoéi thdy dao
Ném t&i thap nhang trén ban thé cau. Troi tdi
ddn, mu Tw cti ra m&i thiy vao diing com, thily
khoéng quén diin muy Tw chi thinh miy hoi chudng.
Ning ngdi séng 43 tit,
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X

B A Y gid mu Twr ciii ngdi hdi twdng lai thoi
vang von cha mu, théi cai am con hoat dong,
ngwdi 18 bai t4p ndp, mu dwgec moi ngudi nd vi,
bay gio khong con nira. Cai am d& bi niém phong.
clra ra vao d6ng kin mit, linh géc trén clu dugc
1énh nd siing chi thién khi cé ngudi t&i gin am,
bAy gi¢r thi khong con ai d&n 18 bdi lam gi, nguoi
ta dd bi€t r8 bo miit that cha cdi am va thily dao
Nim, H4n chi la mdt tén len manh trédn quan
dich, ding cadi am lam ncoi budén ladu. Mot dém
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kia linh 4p lai bit tron 8, m%y t&n chd ch8t d2un
bi bdt sach voi diy dd tang vAt, m{t xe d3 lan
chira kip chuyéa di, mu Tw cui ciing bi bt lay,
sau nha nwéde xét ra mu vo can tha cho mu. Khi
muy tr& vE, c4i am bi niém phongva khong con c6
nguwdi d€n 1€ bai nita, Mu lai danh s8ng béng
nghé nhiit 16ng ga nhw xwa kia. C6 ngudi td md
hoi mu vé thily dao Nim, mu lic diu :

— Ai ma de, t6i hoan toan khong biét gi v& cha
h&t tron, nhung diu sao tdi ciing cAm on hén, hin
dd khéng khai bay cho toi.

Chic 4o ndn cfia my di bac miu, By gié mu ngsi
nhit ldng ga, mu ngdi ngay bac thfm nha cii, cin
choi xiéu veo cua mu ngay xua, nguoi ta khong cho mu
lai ving t&i gan am nita, xung quanh am

gidng day ké€m gai, cdi am hoan toan bi cd lap.

B16i sdng nay tri trong xanh, mu T cii vira ngdi
nhit 16ng gi vira swédi ning, mu nghi lai nhitng
ngay thang qua, chép mét nhr mot gidc mong, gide
méng dep ddc nh#t trong d&i mu, Trong nhirng
ngay gin diy bénh chitri cia mu T cui laifai phat,
vi mu ¢6 mic cam nguwdi ta khinh khi mu, mu chiri
vu vo, chiri tréi chiri d&t, chiri tdt ci moi ngudi,
ngudi ta khong ai théem diy vao hii.

Chi c6 mét ngudi con gino thiép véi muy, 4614 ba
chii nhd mu lam cLOi "0ng ga. Sang nay bata Len
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mu toi 18y hang va trd tién cho mu. My Tu cii
nhin béng ning, tréi dd mudn roi sao mii ba ta
khong téi.

Nhwng mu Tu cui khong phli cho lau, ba ta dang
tir phia d8u duéng di téi, mu Twe chi thim nghi
khong bi€t ba ta c6 mang ti€n lai cho mu khéng,
cho téi hdm nay mu khong con mot cic tiéu pha,
hai ngay h6m nay mu di phéi #in com nwoc mim
mu tro lai thuéd mgheo d6i ngay xwa.

Ba chéi nha ban chdi long ga di xudng khoi con
ddc, thiy mu ngdi sudi néing ba ta 1én ti€ng hoi :
— Chi Tw lam xong cho toi chua ?

- Xong tr khuya r6i, chi con cho ba chi tdi [y thoi.

Ba chl ngbi xudng gan mu, mu xem xem xét dam léng
g4 ma mu Tu ciii d& sAu vao chi sin :

— Bao nhiéu x4u day chi ?

— Nim chuc x4u.

Ba chi moc ti€n trong tii ra d&m :

— Toi dua trudc cho chi hai trim nhé, ngay mai
toi 1y thém toi s€ dwa thém cho chi 1a chdn nim
frim,

Mg Tw cii néin ni ;

— Ba chii ¢6 thé cho em mwrgn thém duwoc khéng,
hoi nay ting thi€u qua.

Ba cha dwa thém cho mu Tw ciii mé6t trim bac nita:
— Thoi cdm tam di, hdi nay téi ciing & hang, nhw
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hoi trirde c6 bao gidr toi tiée chi d4u, chi nhé khong
toi tirng dwa cho chi ca mdy ngan mt luot,

Mg Tu cui 14y mot trdm bo tii, mu néi :

— Da, thei budi nay lam #n khé khén.

Muy nhin ra cdi am quanh hiu :

— Té6i nghi minh ngu dai, téi nhur ngudi ta thi
giau roi.

— C4i gl ma gidu?

— Vu céi am d6, n8utéi khong lrong thién t6i ldy
ti€n ctiia khanh thap phurong cung thi bigt bao ohiéu,
c4i thiing d& khoi khoi vy ma téi dau c6 them, cir
chidu d€n thiing chd m& thung 1y tién cit di, chi
connoéi voi toi cit di d8 lam qui cho, ai dé cha bd

{i; rdo troi, con minh thi ching dwoc gi con mang
ti€ng oan nira.

Ba chd xf mdt ti€ng :

— Ngu thi rang ma chiu ché con than thé cai ndi
gl ?

— Ai than th& dAu, t6i néi chuyén tinh doi vay de.
Ba chii béng tr& nén to mo :

— B¢ khi cha buén d6 lau chi khong bi&t sao ?

-~ Toi ciing nghi nghi vay thoéi, nhung khong co6
gi chic chin!

— Ciing may chiing né chi diing cdi am nav lam
noi buén lau ché ching ma dau sungoug v won
mét nira kia.
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Da tdi ciing nght thé.
() «i0i dn hien gip lanh chi oi, nhwng chi c6
bi¢t ai 18 cao bon nay khong ?
— Thi thily Ba trong x6m nh& con ai vé day niia,
hai dira con cua thily ch&t oan & day nén thidy 4y
thi, thiy 8y coi chirag hoai, cudi cung aithwa
canh sat, téi bidt hét...
Vay ha toéi dau co de cho.
Mz Tw ctil ngwde nhin 1én hiu tréi n&ng chéi chan,
Lim gi cling kndng gua khoi &8 troi.
Mu Tw cut ibsér dag, mue déng ngdy miit nhin cai am,
trong khi ba cha dén mé 10ng ga vao tronyg mot
cai giod, khode ién vai
Thoi toi vé chi a, mai t6i téi.
— Da kinh chao ba cha.
Nguwoi dan ba rdo buéce, bong ba ta nhd din va
khu#t lan dudi chin ciu.
Mu Tuw cui lai ngdi xudng bac thém, mu hdi twomg
lai nhi¥tng ngay da qua. Dong séng budi trera nhudm
anh ndng bac. Nhitug con rudi dao quanh ban chan
my, ching mudn diu xudng ban chin ghé 1& cua
mu, mu Tw cii lo didng dudi rudi.
Tiéng m4y bay trnirc thing dau d6 kéa canh cinh,
(' phia ciun mot doan xe uha binh ¢hé dity linh
dang d6 déc, bui bay mu troi,
Saigon 4-12-1969.
Nguyén-Thuy-Long
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