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Thuwr toa sogn

Saw mét thing chdn chinh lgi vige qudn trj trong toa soan, Van
Hoc s6 d6i 8 & 9 lai dén tay qui ban, voi chiéu day y nhie mét cuén
sach wrang nhd va co noi dung da dién phong phu.

Ciing nho chiéu day cho phép ctia mét s6 doéi, Vin Hoc co thé
gicri thiéu cung moét luc vori qui ban ba nha vdn, ma theo nhan dinh
cua Vian Hoc, da viét duwoc nhing truyen ngdn thir doc déo 1ai hdi
ngoai.

Bdu tién la nha van Mai Kim Ngoc, ¢ Villa Park, Nam Cali
Hoa k). Mac ddu day la truyén ngdn ddu tién dioc cho ddng bao,
Mai Kim Ngoc dd chifng 10 cho thady moi tai ndng virng vang, mot
but phép tinh luyén, mét 16i ghi nhdn dei saong 18 nhj va lang man.
Tuy Mai Kim Ngoc viér vé cai chét, tu truyén Vo Chong cua tac gia
toat ramét khbéng khi ém a, tho mong , tram tinh, dicom rat nhiéu
madu sdc Pong phirong tuy nhan vat truyén la ngueoi Tay phuong.

Cing lay dé tai tr céi gia, cai chér, Vii Quynh Huong da viér
diroc mot truyén ngdn ( ¢o thé goi la trung thién hay truyvén vira
cting dwoc ) thdt ddc sde. Voi Mién Vinh Phic, nha van nit hién
dinh cur tai San Jose Bdc Cali Hoa ky nay da tro thanh mét cay butr
chuyén nghiép. dui bdn lanh dé cap toi nhifng deé tai phiic 1ap,
nhitng tam 1y rdc roi, va qui honnita, la dd tao dueroce mor "khi hdu’
riéng lam bdn séc cho minh.

Nha van thu ba Vdn Hoec mudn gioi thiéu la The Giang, hién
dinh cit tai Tdy Pike. La mot thanh nién sinh ra va lon lén diroi ché
dé ¢éng sén Bdc Viet, Thé Giang thdm thia hon ai hét néi thong
khé é ché cua nguoi dian dirdi ché d6 Ha néi. Su dau kho, va cad
long cam tha, déu ¢6 quanh lai, thanh nhirng nét sdc, bao, va gon.
Poc hai truvén Ving nudc dong, va Ba thing cudi gidi trén Vin
Hoc s6 nay, ban doc sé thdy Thé Giang ¢6 10i viét chdng khac nao
16i viét cda Lo Tan hodc Nam Cao.
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Van Hoc Nghé Thuat, va Vian Hoc gdn hai ndm qua da han
hanh dang dwoc nhitng truyén ngdn co tam véc lon lao nhie Em
dign xda toc cua Kiet Tan, Mt budi diln kich cda Nhar Tién, Tap
ching cia HS trirong An, Bong dém cudicung cda Phan thi Trong
Tuyén...nhifng truvén ngdn lam hanh dién cho sur sang tao trong tye
do o hdi ngoai. |

Gio day, Van Hoc lai duwoc hdan hanh gioi thiéu cang irén mot
sO bao bén truvén ngdn xudt sdc khac, chira k@ nhitng bai khdo ciiu
cong phu vé am nhac , sit hoc, thi ca cua Pham Duy, Cung Tién, Ta
Chi Dai Trwong, Ngu Yén, va cac muc thieong xuyén .

Van Hoe ta dién dan gici thiéu phé bién nhifng séng tac,
nghién ciu gia tri tai hdi ngoai, Nho swe wu di dn cdn cua rdt nhiéu
ban doc, nhit Ia trong mot thang tam nghl dé chdn chinh qudn Iy,
ban chu bién Van Hoc tin rdng i day Vin Hoc s€ cang ngay cang
khoi sdc hon, va dén tay ban doc déu din mdi ddu thdng.

Van Hoc
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Chdn dung nha vén Vi khde Khoan.

Nha van Vii Khic Khoan
di tu tran

Nha vin vii Khdc Khoan, tac gid nhiFng tac phim Thdn
thap risa, Thanh Ca1 Tuw Han, Ngd nhidn, Mo Huong
cdng, Nhitng ngurci khéng chju chér, Tim hidu san khdu
chéo, Ga xép...virxa it triin tai Minnesota Hoa k¥ ngay 13
thang 9 nim 1986, hudng thg 70 tudi.

Vit Khic Khoan la mdt nha vin, mét kich tac gia
hing diu cla Viét Nam, &6ng thdi cling 14 thanh vién
quan trong ctia nhoém Quan diém. Tap truyén ngdn Thdn
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thap rua cua ong la mot tac pham chong cOng sau séc.
déng thdi dé cao tinh than dan than cida tang lop tri thiic
trirdc vin ménh dau thuong cua dan toc.

Nhirng dong gdp lén lao nhiat chia nha van Vil khic
Khoan cho van hoc nghe thuat tu dotai Viet Nam la kjch
nghe. Cac vo kich Thanh Car Tiwr Han, Ngo nhdn, Nhiing
ngiei khong chju chér da dnh hudng lon lao dén gidi
sinh vien hoc sinh Viét Nam truoc 1975, va duoc trinh
dién nhiéu lan trén san khau dai hoc ciing nhu trén vo
tuy€n truyén hinh.

Nha van Vii khac Khoan ciing 1 chii nhigm cha tap
chi Van Dé, mot tap chi nghign ciru tu tudng va sang tac
vin churong quan trong .

Cai chetctha nha van Vi khidc Khoan 1a mat mat mat
lon lao cua van hoc nghe thuat Viéet Nam.

Tat ca nhiing ngudi cim but hai ngoai dau x6t bao
tin budén nay cho qui ban doc. Chiing t6i xin chia budn
cung tang quyén, va cau chuc cho linh hoén nha van Vi
khac Khoan duac thanh thoat noi ¢di Vinh Ciru.

O.B Vé Phién, Mai Thdo, Mic BS, Nghiém Xudn Hdng,
Trdn ngoc Ninh, Nguyvén dinh Hoa, Pham Duy, Nguyén
Sa. Ta Ty, Duv Thanh, Ngoc Ding, Doan Thém, Cao
Tiéu, Cung Tién, Lé huy Oanh, P qui Toan, Nhat Tién,
Lé ta1 Piéu, Minh Puc Hoai Trinh, Tuy Hdng, Vién
Linh, Pham c¢ong Thién, Loi Tam, Hoang anh Tuéan,
Duyén Anh, Ha huvén Chi, Huy Lire, Kiém Thém, Du
Tie Le, Nguyen Va, Truc Chi, Do tien Piie, Linh Bdo, Ha
quoc Huy, Hoai digp Ti¢, Nguyén diéc Bar ngan, Pdng
Phung Qudn, Nguvén van Sam, Tudn Huy, Trdn hoai
Thee, Thi Vi, Ha thuc Sinh, Phanlace Tiép, Vi Khué, Thai
e Hap, Ludn Hoan, Nguvén xudan Quang, Hoang ngoc
An, Pao rrung Pao, Trung Dwong, HO triromg An,
Pham qudc Bao, Quyvén Di, Vi Binh, Nguyvén ming
Gidc, Nguyen xuan Hoang, Nguvén diic Lap, Pinh
Nguyén, Vo Ngd, Nguyén tat Nhién, Hoang khi Phong,
Bui vinh Phuce, Vi huy Quang, Nguvén ba Trac, Kiét
Tan, Vo thang Tiér...
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Ta Chi Pai Truong
Mét triu s Viét cua Thdn Linh
Cai Pinh Lang

Ten goi mdt kién truc thd cing Viét dd duoc L. Cadiére chi
moét cidch khd xdc dinh trong mitc d6 t8ng quat nhu sau:

— nha tho la ctua gia dinh;

— dinh la noi thé thanh hoang dong thdi 1a nha chung cda
lang xa;

— miéu danh cho cac thin duoc thd ciing déu dan, lién tuc;

— dén, phi 12 noi thd cung cia Pao gido;

—- chua hay am 1a noi tho cung cua Phat gido.

Tuy nhién, L. Cadiere ciingthdy rang cac dinh nghia trén chua
duogc xdcdangldm vi cac tirtrén 6 th thy noi ma 4p dung cho céc
cdu tao kién tric khac nhau (1). Ong khong néi chi tiét, nhung
chiing ta cé thé them rdng tir am co6 thé la chua nho, nhungciingla
d€ chi mdt dang xuat phat tur khia canh hanh dao ctia Phat gido,
noi tho cling hén ma vd cha: am chung sinh. Tra s6 than linh cia
Pao gido ngay xuaco t&én la gudn va ¢ mot vai noi ngay nay dugc
goi la chiia nhu cAcchua Minh su & Nam bd hay chua Tran Vii(Ha
Nbi), chua Quan-dg...

Khéng nén ldy lam la vé diéu nay. Goi la Pao giao ching qua
la mudn sit dung maét tir ¢6 sdn cia Trung Qudc nhung c6 thé mé
rong ra d¢€ goi 14 mdt hg thdng thin linh gido, trong 46 vai hinh
dang it co su phan biét voi mot Phatgido tanta gido lidatrd thanh
mot da thin gido. Su bi€nddicuathéluc ndm quyén tho cung cling
ldAm phitc tap thém cic danh xung v8n la tir vay muan cua Trung
Qudc nhung 43 c6 mdt ndi dung khac. P6 la trudng hop cai dinh.

I- Nhitng cach nhin vé cai dinh lang

Khdi diu viéc nghién cttu ¢6 he thong lang xa Viét Nam la do
cac vien chirc cai tri ngudi Phap thuc hign td khi ho chigm linh
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thudc dja nay. Quan d6i vién chinh da khuit phuc duac tdng lép
lanh dao ban xu thigidi dan su, hay cac quian nhan lam viéc hanh
chinh, phailo cdng viéc tim hi€u din thudc dia qua cac co cau cin
bdn 13 lang xa. T didu nay din ho dén cdi dinh lang ma mot ngudi
di thay n6 ¢6 nhieém vy phiic tap: lam no1i thd thanh hoang, hop
viec lang, noi tru caa khdch 16 d§ dudng va nha hat.(2)

Nhung cédc quan sat budi ddu vin con thudc phan ngoai hinh
va khai quat du ring G. Goulet da ¢6 nhiéu ghi nhén hon va mudn
di dén mot gidi thich vigc tho thanh hoang o lang. (3) Theo 6ng,
viec thd cling thanh hoang chila su tigp ndi & co so chinh trila Ang
x4 cla viéc tho cing td tien noicac gia dinh, thanh phan clia ling
x4 ay. Tho cing t8 tign 1a tugng trung cho gia dinh va su truyén
ddng ciia no, con tho cing thanh hoang trong trungcho lang xa
va su tdn tai lién tuc clia co sO nay. Nhu vay, tuy khong thay ban
d&n van d& tri s& cda thin, ta cling dé bjdét d€n vigc chordng dinh
lang ¢6 tu rat xuva, tu lGc trong su ki ¢6 xac¢ nhén viéc thanh lap
lang x& (va phudng hi), theo G. Goulet.

Sinh hoat cta dinh va 1ang con ¢6 diém phai giF cach biét voi
ngudi ngoai lang, hudng nita la dd1 vdi ngudi ngoai qudc. Cho
nén, nghién ctru vé dinh, noi vé dinh v&i nhiéu chi tiet hon, vigc dé
phdi danh cho ngudi Viét Nam, tir nhifng nghién ciu theo khudn
khé dén nhifng bai phong su, diéu tra duom vé mia mai, phan
khang mot co ché truyén thdng. Tt trong nhifng bai vigt ay, cé lic
ta gap nhitng giai thich vé ngudn gdcciadinh that xa xua, gén lién
vdi mdt dinh kign v& tinh cach tu trj cta lang xd nhu mot dic didm
cua xi hoéi truyén thong Viét Nam.

Nghién citu ciia Nguyén Van Khoan (4) ditng lai ¢ pham vi
khédo td, nhung nhiing ngudi khdc nhin vao hinh dang tri so cita
Thén da khin ta nghiéng vé mét ngudn gdc xa xuacua tuclé. L.
Bezacier cho dinh cé ngudn gdc phurong nam (khéng phai la Trung
Qudc), Nguyén van Huyén thay dinh D4c S giong nha cia dan
Minang Kabau (Sumatra) c¢6 lién hé dén ngéi nha trén cac trong
d6ng Dong Son loai xwa nhit (5). Co6 th? nghi rdng, cac 16i tho
cing quai di vdi tyc 1 “heém™ khi2n ta dé hén tudng thém ring day
la mot sur bdo luu cac tinngudng co tu lau ddida gin lién vainhau
ta khdi thay cia tap hop nguoi Vigt.

Trong mét luan an luat, Vi Qudc Thuc 43 md rong van de,
giai thich tdm quan trong cia cai dinh trong tinh cach tir trj cla
lang x3, dac diémsudt phdnlon chiéu dailich si Viét. Theo 6ng, su
tho cing thanh hoang dat co sé cho mdt chitng mue td chifc ea
lang xa v&n duoccaitr bing truyén thong dudiquyén lyccia lang
x4, diac di®m sudt phdn 1&n chiéu dailich st Vigt. Theo dng, sy thd
ciing thanh hoang dat co s& cho mdt chirng mure té chire cia lang
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xa von durge cdi tr] biang truyén thong dudi quyén luc chia nhiFng
ngudi gia (gérontocratie). Dan phai lap ban thd, bdu ngudichy
nghi 12 (ngu &1 gia nhat: tién chi), sdp dat th€ thic cung kigng... Tt
uy tinchu 1& tén gido do, hdi d6ng ngurdi gid s& duoccdng nhian gidi
quyét nhifng vdan d8 ngoai tin ngudng: gitf an ninh trong lang x4,
thu x&p viéc lang, hoa gidi... Va nhd nudc trung vong rdt lai phai
cong nhdn tinh cach tu trj d6, chl dem phu lén trén hé thdng cai tri
kildo c6 sdn mot he thdng pheng kign d€ dem lang x3 vaopham vi
guyeén uy cua minh. Tri s& thanh hodngla cai dinh cling la “trd sa
doc nhat & moi thai dai danhk cho viée cai trj lang xa”, Ti nhing
trinh bay 46, qua 161 phan ki vé su phét trién kinh 18 Vigt Nam, ta
suy doan ridng dng cho cai dinh xuat hién trong thoi Bic thudc,
som nhat 1a sau *“thdi ki kinh t8 nguyen thay™ cham dut vdi su néi
day caa hai ba Trurng. (6}

Nhu thé vin 12 khéng hop véi ¥ clia Nguyén van Huyén, L.
Bazacier mudn kéo ngudn géc dinh vé mét yéu td van minh Nam A
va difu nay, trong hién tai, tré thinh mét khdng dinh kho lay
chuyén.

Cac dng Tran Qudc Vugng, Trinh Cao Tudng (7) trong khi
khao sat mét tri sé clia than & thén Lang Ha, phudng Yén Ling
(Ha N6i) thdy no mang cdc tén khic nhau ddng thoi: dén Ung
Thién, dén Hau Thd, dinh Lang Ha, dinh Nha Ba, con cdu truc thi
mang dic di€m cha dén - dinh - chuia. Tim 101, d6i chiBu vdi cac tai
ligu lich sit, cdc tdc gid cho rdng nguyén gdc né la mdt noi tho than
me P4at, sau thanh dén Hau Thd va dén thé ki XVI thi thanh dinh.
Ve ngdi dén ndy, ta sé ban noi khac, & dayta luu ¥ d€n cin cit suy
luin cda tac gia mdt phin dua trén li do: trén thu tich, dinh ¢4 dau
v&t xua nhdt 1a nam 1522, con dau v&t vat chit thi cd thol diém
chung chungla the ki XVI, nghia la ciingciung thoi gian ghi laicida
thu tjch, mét [dn.

Tuy nhign, trong “Téng k21 tinh hinh thao luan ¢ tidu ban thoi
dai phong ki€n" trong hoi nghj 1982 d0, “cac nha nghién ctu déin
tdc hoc cho ring viée chuy®n héa it dén sang dinh ¢ lang Lang
Ha... chi ¢ th& coi nhur mdt trudng hop biét 1&8. Ngudn gdc nhd
céng ¢dng cha dinh vin chira thé bdac bo duoc”. Nén néi thém, hai
tdc gid trén ciing c6 nhic d€n loai nha cdng cdng gbe cia dinh,
tirong tu nhu ngdi nha réng confai ¢ Tay Nguyén ngdynay. Thuc
ra, n€u chju kho suy nghi thi ngurdi ta c¢6 thé thay tredng hap
lang Lang Ha @3 x4y ra ¢ nhiéu noi khac. Vi du dén Phu Déng
ciing 1a dinh lang nay.(8) Nhung viéc bai bac ngudn gdc xa xua cla
dinh ciling khong phii doi d€n mita thé ki nay mdigoinén. Cédiéu
ngudi trinh bay van dé lai dat ludn ci vao mét hinh loai van hoc,
khdong da tinh nghiém tic cho cdac hoc gia khoa bang luu tAm.
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Tap hop bai viet “Téap an cai dinh™ coa Ngo Tat To(9) xuat
hi¢n trong mot khung canh xa hdi, chinh tri cua thudc dja Pong
Duong trudce the chign 11, lac van dé ngheo khd, lac hdu cda néng
thén mién Bic duoc dira ra mé xé, tim tdi nguyén nhan, nhan 46
va cham dén cd mdi tin tudng vé su ot dep cua co ciu lang x4
truyén théng, ciung lic véi nhitng d6i hdi cach tan sé6i ndi & mién
BAc 11t cudi nhitng nam 20 qua thdp ki 30. Lang x4 phoibay nhiing
X4u Xa qua cac tieu thuyet ta thue, cac binh ludn, lod, tranh khéi
hai, nhao bang, cic bai phong su, trong d6 ¢6 “Tap dncaidinh™ va
mOt tac phdm khac cling cia Ngoé Tat To: Viée lang.

Tuy li 18 cua 6ng Ngo Tat To véljch su ngdi dinh duoce dat vao
mdt phidt biéu & ban rwau thit, nhung ta khong thé bé qua duoc.
Tac gia @& mét “tic nho™ noi, ¢6 ddn chirng “*mét quyénsach, quén
mat t&n” va ¢o I8 vi chi “nhd mang mang™ nén cho rdng chi hop vdi
chuyén van chuong nhan dam, khéng di chodua vaonhitng khio
ludn cua chinh 6ng, nhung ta thay 46 van la nhifngdin chitng cé
mdt chitng muc can cit theo cic tar ligu dang tin d€ lai.(10)

Theo nhan vat clia Ngd Tat To, hay theo chinh dng, thi vé mit
nguén goc theo sat ngd nguyén, dinh von datra 11y thaoi Tin, Hén,
duoc xay cat trén dudng cac vang huong thon Trung Quac, Sdam
mdt cai nho, 10 ddm maét cai 1dn, 1a ¢ii quan lam noi hanh khach
nghichdn va la cho cung it ng nhFngcude diratién, Vanchuonged
dién Trung Qudc, Viét Nam ddy nhing chitng ddn vé diéu nay,
Dinh di theo Tich Quang. Nham Dién, Si Nhiép... vao Viét Nam,
nhung tuc thd cing & dinh 1a bat ddu tr thai Ly, khi vua b4t budc
cdc dinh trong dan gian phéi dung cac tuong Phat & the. Dinh
con dung lam hanh cung cua vua. nén trong dinh co6 sap ngu, cé
hoanh bién: “Thién tit van nién™. “Van tho vo cuong”, “Thanh
cung van tué” (11) Dén dady, mdt doan van bj kiém duyét bd khién
ta khéng bigt dinh con ¢6 cong dung gi nifa ma tac gia c6 cau két
luan “Cai d6 madi that vo y thuc”.

Nhung chuyén nghiém tic vao lue khai thay nhu the thi
khéng hop vdi cdnh dang dién ra trude mat moi ngudicda thign
phéng su. Lich sit ngoi dinh di d€n giai doan suy d61vi m@t nhan
vit lich sit vilido chinh tri dd thay ddisinh hoat lang xa. Van theo
Ngé Tat T8, chinh Triin Thi Do da dungdinhlamchdanudng hdi
hop @ thin dan quén on nha Ly ma y&n tdm phuc vu triéu mdi.
Ong phong nhitng k& cd cong v&inha Tranla thanh hoang lic chét
di. doi ddi dwachudngté tu trongdinh; ong dat ra trat t ngoi thu
chdn dinh trung ngudi cd quan wrde ngoi trén, an phan hon, cé
quyén sai bdo ngirai o dja vi thap kém.Léanudngsinhra i day...
va cai dinh gach gd phai ganh chiu nhiing diéu tiéng v€ & nan hao
li, v& sinh hoat sa doa ctia lang x@, cai dinh 1wd thanh mdt bidu
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tuong cia mdt qua khit xAu xa conroirot va anh huogngdén trong
hién tai, cai dinh cin phai dinh d8: Hoang Pao di ghi lam mot
trong MUOT DIEU TAM NIEM clia thanh nién trudce thé chign [11a phd
dinh, mot viéc s€ duac thuc hiénsau thang 8, 1945, khong phai bdi
cac d6 dé cua Tu Luc Vian Doan,

Tro lai vAn dé lich st ngbidinh, cdcticgid ngay nay tuy khong
th€ xa roi cach gidi thich chinh thong, vin phdi n6i d€n nha rong,
nha san Pdéng Son, nhung trong lanh vuc chuyén mon cia minh,
ho da dira trén kién truc, diéukhdc cua cac ngéi dinh con lai, thudc
cac thoi dai khdc nhau, nghia la dwa trén cac chiing lidu cu thé 88
ve ra dudng nét tién trién cia mdt dang hinh, kidu thire, tir 46 ban
dén nhifng d8i thay lién quan d%n 8 chic lang x4, diéu ma néu cu
dua vao su rang budc cua dinh kign, ngudita dé dan dén y tudng
vé su tri cham, bat ddong n¥a, cia xa hoi xua.(12)

Ngbi dinh ¢6 lich st clia nd, qua thuc co sic thairieng biétcia
mot xuit hign ban xi¢, nhung khéng phai 1a khdi diém, hay gin
litn v&i khdi diém cua lang x3 Viét Nam ma chila mot khau gita
chitng trong dong tién trién cua xd hoi Viet Nam. N6 phdi mang
nhifng dang hinh phiic tap cia mét co cau thdéa hop rdi tir tinh
chdt bidu trong clia mot 1€ 18i thé cing lai 1am noi thu hat quay
quin cla sinh hoat trong mdt tip hop dan ching va dod6 phoi hop
véi nhiing digu kién lich sit khac, tao nén ban sdc cho tap hgp dé
ngudi vé sau co thé khdng dinh vé mdtsu tur tri cua lang x4, vé mat
tinh chat *dan chil” mang y thic tu ton, bién gidi hon la dung véi
thuc tai ctia xa hoi Viet Nam,

II- “Ti%ks&“ cua Pinh Lang

Chung ta tro lai v&i chice nang da dang cua ngdidinh, khong
a2 16a mét vi tinh cach thién trong vé mot khia canh nao d6.

Chinh su dat d€ ra yBu td nao la quan trong da dan d8n cach
giai thich vé nguén gdc dinh. Vi du khi nhin vao chuc ning tho
thin vdi v&u td tén gido tran ngdp ma co nguoicho rAngcaidinh 13
cdi gbc sinh ra co ché xa hoilang xd va nhu the, né xuathién ngay
ttr budi dau tién cia tap hop dan chiung duoi su diéu khién cua hg
thong ki lao. Ciing di @n motkeét ludnturongty nhung gatbd khia
canh tén giao a8 nhin vao nhi¥ng con ngudi tdp hop & mot tru sé
vdi muc dich gidi quyt nhifng van dé clia cudc song, ngudi ta coi
dinh la dang ctia ngéinha lang ma hinhanh con laido khoa dan tdc
hoc dua ra 14 ngbi nha rong o Tay Nguyén ngay nay.

Nhung thuc ra, néu xét ki nhi¥ng xuat hién ndi bat clia mot co
ché thi thiay chiing chl phan dnh khia canh sinh hoat duvong thai
thich ting nhit voi nhu cdu thoi dai chi chua hinchling dd cé tdm
mutc quan trong, vi du nhur trong hién nay ngay tir budi ban dau
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hay ca trong thai gian tién trién dai cla ching. Va nhu thé nhing
yeu td phu thuéc, thi hang trong hién tai von ¢é thé 14 to 1'n hon
trong qua khiut khi co ch? chua chuyén bi€n theo mdt hudng khic.
Vi du nhu o ddy, tinh chat nha tro cia ngéi dinh tuy “chi dugc mt
vai tac gia chi ra”(13), nhung r6 rang d6 1a tan du clia mat chuc
nang quan trong cla nd trudec kia, tan du cling ¢con dugc ching
din noi khac, ¢ loi tuc “dn quan ngd dinh” duoc st dung véi §
nghia gia trj thap kém hop vd&i tinh cach tan du no.

Ciing khong nén quén vdn dé danh xwrng. Tén thi chi cé mét,
nhung dinh cda mot noi tu tan, cla mdt co sd xay cat hudng thy
qui phai hdn la phdi khac cdi dinh lang. Nhungnoithd cing thanh
hoang cda lang xa da mang chi¥ dinh thi hdn phaicé dinh liu vdi ci
dinh xua, va d6ng thoi vdiné theo vdichie nang da tach biét: dinh
tram, dinh quan, dinh tro 12 tinh trang tién thin cua dinh lang va
tién sit, so sit ca dinh lang phdi tim trong su tign trién cla cong
nang cua dinh tram, dinh quan.

Ch “dinh” di vao ddt Vit 1a theo chan cac quan lai Trung
Qudc ding nhu bac dai nho nao d6 da chi cho 6ng Ngo Tat To,
khong cin phdi rd rét 12 Tich Quang, Nham Dién hodc Si Nhigp.
Nhung cdc dinh nay chilam nhigm vu cho tri chdncta dén chung,
noi hudng thu clia quan quyén trudce hét. Cac vj thinkhdngduoc
thd & ddy ma la & trong cac tra so riéng bigt goi la dén, midu, tit...
Tat nhién la néi d€n cac vi thdn duoc ngudicim quyén cdngnhan,
cho nén khong loai trir dinh tram ngay luc ddu d4 c6 mdt hinh thite
cing bai nao d6 vé mot vi than ngAu nhién, vé mot continh, con ma
quen thudc cha tdng Iop thip. Ma ngay ddi vdi tdng I6p cao, vin
¢6 mot loai thdn ha ddng trong coi dinh quan: thd cdng, thd dja.

Hinh thuc dinh (tram, quan) vi ¢6 chuc nang xa hoi ré rét nén
van ton tai khi mot bd phan cua nod da ré dudng bign thanh dinh
lang. S€ ban sau vé su chuy€n d3i nay. Hinh thitc dinh quan tdn tai
& thon qué mién Bic it ra 14 trudc 1945 1a cii nha ¢ong quan.{14)
Poan khdo td vé sinh hoat lién quan dn cdi nha naytrong lang xi,
ddi voi cac tai ligu qua khit con leu gitr. Cong quan, mdi thdén ¢b
mot céi, lAng to, m&i xOm mat cai, codang tir thap kém la cat bdng
tre nitta d8n dangcao cdpla bing gach ngéi. Bandemdé 14 noi tuln
phu canh giF, ban ngay lam chd cho din lang hdi hop khi ¢o viéc
hay lam chd di lai nghi ngoi, ciing goi la di#¢m sd. Diém sd trong
lang thico cong nho dunglén, quan ngoai d6ng thi hodcclacong,
hodc cua tu gia xuat tién lam phuc.

Chd ndo c6 ngudi la co thdn, hai mit vo hinh, hifu hinh lam
nén tinh chét toan ven clia ddi sdng con ngudi: “dat cd thd cong,
song ¢6 ha ba”. Quan co té 18 mdi nim vao d&m tru tich, ddu mua
xuan, ngay rAm, ming mot cla ba thang he, ¢6 cing thd cong, ma
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am hon (‘quan chung sinh’). Mét sinh hoat kin vong du lam co so
phat trien cho mét da bung ra to rdng hon.

Téi tieu thu tich ghi nhdn ch® “dinh™ (tram) xuat hién vao ddi
Ly va Tran.(15) (Bdc tic nho cta 6ng Ngd Tat Td vi ‘nhd mang
mang’ nén c6 phan sai dung lan 1on.) Su vigc ghi vao ddu dgi Trin
(1231}, S ndm sau khi chuyén ddi triéu dai, cho ta biét rdng dinh
tram dirdi doi nha Ly dugc ldp ra doc qudng d& ngudi ta nghi
chdn, tranh mua ndng. Tinh trang dinh kha khang trangn€u ta vin
vao chi tiét ¢6 vach trat voi trdng. Tram Hoai Vin do Ly Thai
Téng lap (ddu nam 1045) chdc 1a bé the hon vi diy |4 noi d€ dén
tiep sit thdn cac nude. Bia chua Linh Xibng(16)dung nam 1126 ta:
“Ké séng c6 mot dinh nhé. Thurong thurdong thuyén bé qua lai dieng
do nght ngoi.” Noi dung dinh tram noi trong su thit ro rét g day.

Ciing khéng nén vi ch¥ dinh goc Han ma nghi rdng loai 8
chife nay chl duy nhat ¢é ngudn gbée Trung qudc. Mat xa hdicoH td
chitc chinh quyén da dién & tam muc cao thi phdi cé hé thong giao
thong lign lac, an sinh x& hdi trang tng. Cai dinh nay mang v
nghia Phat gido, ciing s (c6 can bdn td mia ddu the Ki X1) phat
tri#n thanh cai tha la cia virong trieu Angkor & phia nam.(17) Noi
dung Phatgido cla t8 chirc dinh tram hop véithdidaido honlasy
bit churde nt mdt co cdu mang tinh cach duy li cda Trung Quéc.
Chirng din vé sau la su chuyén tiép sang hinh thic khac o d¢i Trin
nhu s& thay.

T ligu van bia nita chi cho ta mét loai dinh khac. Bia ‘Phung
thanh phu nhan L& thi md chi’ (1173) nhc dén ‘mdt cdiao ndm &
xtt Diu dinh.(18) Néu ta chi y dén dja vi cia Phung thanh phu
nhan (dong doi Lé Pai Hanh, chau Lé Long Dinh, nhat la vg Ly
Thin Tong) thi day 1a mot cai dinh tram ¢6 myc dich sir dung cho
ting I&p cac hon: dinh nghl chin ca vua chia, mdt hanh cung
thude loai xay cat that nhiéu trong ddi Ly ma két cAu hdn khong
khédc nhiéu vdi cidc dinh tram doc dudng khi ta nhin vao tinh tmng
sdng nhir mot dién chd theo sat ruéng dat clia ho.(19) Cho nén, cai
‘dinh cii’ & xa Nhin Muc nam 1522 L& Chiéu Tong tranh Mac
Dang Dung d€n &, rd rang la mot hanh cung ¢t chi khong phai la
cai dinh lang nhu 6ng Tran Qudc Vuong Xic djnh. 1€ Chigu Tong
trong nhiéu nim dd bd kinh thanh tri & dinh nay, dudng ng va dén
nam nay (1522) vichdng Mac ma lai phai chay ra ngedi voi ca mot
triéw dinh thi fuu [ac tdp vao mat hanh cung ¢l hon 14 mdt dinh
lang bd hoang.

Thé r6i, nha Tran, hay ding hon Trin Thita, cha Trdn Thai
Téng, 43 dem lai mot ndéi dung mdi cho dinh tram: nhd dén mot
dip gap g0 thot han vi & noi nghi chan leai nay, ong m lénh lap
traong Phat dat tho noi ay. Dinh tram tre thanh mét ngoi chia
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khdng co sur tru tri. Thigu he thong gido si, tuong Phat tré thanh
mdt thit twrong than nhung van co mot dia vi cao hon, nén dinh
tram, bay gid co thé goi la dink tho Phai, khi phat trign ra, co mot
16i thd cling dugc trong coi béi nhifng nguwdi thé tuc: dng L & cac
dén khac bay gio xuat hién ¢ dav,

Ranh gidi xép nép cla chua, dinh lang, dinh thé Phat ndi lén
trong hanh trang ctia mét nhan vat & thén qué lam binh bign rét
cuc d€ cho cic quan thita hudng, din d€n sur thay d3i triéu dai.
Theo sit, Trdn Cao ndilén & chua Quynh Lam, quin linh d&u cao
troc ddu, chiem kinh thanh vao thang Samijch (1516)chl duoc vai
ngay, nhung clng xung d8 duoc va truyén ngoi cho con ciing co6
nién hieu hdn hoéi. Ongkhdng phdila métnha su vichite Thuin my
dién gidm cua st ghi lai khdng phaila motchite quan ma chicd thé
higu ndm na la ‘ong 10’ cla motco sdthd cingdamneét Phit gido &
qué huwong 6ng la trang Dudng Chau. Tai liéu ngoai qudc(20) cho
bigt them mat chi tiét: d6 13 6ng quan 36t huong & dinh lang (xa
diwrdng thieu hwong quan). Nhung Tran Cao c6 dang ro rét 1a mot
Phat tif trong coi mdt dinh tho Phat hon 1a mot dinh thd thdn
thinh hoang. C6 18 vi hanh trang dd ma cac nha ¢8 tién hoc ngay
nay cho rang ddng tién Phdr phdp thong bdo la ctia Tran Cio
dic.(21) Cai dinh tho Phdt cia Tran Cdola dau higu cudi cung biét
dugc cda mgt quyét dinh vt nita ddu the ki X111l cla Tran Thira.
Pinh ctia Tridn Cdo ndm trong su trign khai chinh thong ti Trin
Thita tuy rdng thoi gian da kéo qua triéu dai khac va no cling 43
phdi chju nhitng rang budc khac.

Quyet dinh 1231 lai mo duong cho maét nhanh ré dan dén sur
thanh lap cai dinh lang vao cudi the ki XV, tng hgp vdi mdt giai
doan td chitc xa hdichatcheéchatriéu L. mudn rangbudc nhiinggi
khong ndm trong vong tay cua nha nudce, Pinh thd Phat tuy sau
nay tan bién vao chuia vimang tinh ddng dang vdi noi the cing clia
Phat giao, nhung la mdt trung gian quan trong gidfa dinh tram va
dinh lang. Khéng ¢6 nd, dng thd thanhaythd cdngd dinh tram chi
cO6 mot dja vikhiem ton trong khudn vien motkién truc theé tuc, cho
du tinh chat tap thé. cong udce cla dinh ttam ¢6 ndng cao tinh xa
hoi cia loai tho cung nay. Dinh tho Phat kéo dinh tram tho than
theo, lam d4m thém tinh chit t6n gido, thiéng liéng, tuy loai sau
khéng & ham stc tinh cich li thuyt to rong, nhung vdi dng thin
dja phuong chi quéan thi cling 4l cho dja phuong sung bai. Cing
lic, quan niém thanh hodng cda van héa Han xuat hign ¢ dat Viét
tit thoi Bic thude. dén thoi ddc 1ap theo su chap nhdn van héacia
cac chinh quyén trung vong, lai lan rong trong nudc. Cac dng
thanh hoang trong tdm tudng nguoi din dang tim not trid ngu.
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HI- Su chuén nhan cia Lé Thanh Tong va su no
ry cia dinh lang trong cai the phin ra caa Trung
Uong day manh vai tro tu trj cua lang xa.

a- Tu dink cia tw nhin dén dinh cua lang

Cai dinh tho Phat cia Trdn khéng lan nao xudt hién nia
trong gin hai th2 ki tridu dai cai trj. Nhung vé phan tin ngudng
duong thai, ta c6 thé nhic lai mat diéu: trén co s& phattrién cuia
thdi Ly, dao Phat Tran c6 dugc mdt thién phai, Tric Lim Yén T
, v&i cdc ldnh dao, mét phdn ciing nhd vao ché 46 nhudng ngdi
khign cho cdc thai thuong hoangcd thira thi gid cho Phitsuy, trong
khi nha Ly d3c8 gnglap mét thiénphainhungkhéng thanh cang.

Cé diéu su phat trién cia Nho gido mang lai mgt chit hoai
nghi cho cdc vua do1i sau xa lanh, nhat lakhi Pao gido (thin gido
thi ding hon), len nhiéu vao Phit dudng lam gidm uy tin cia cac
su. Tu trang Pao gido tuy vdn cé ur trudc nhung lic nay xam
nhap manh vao cung dinh. Ddi Trin khong thdy ghi mét danh
ting ngoai qudc nao d&n ma lai thiy c6 dao si dén truyén phép phu
thuy (Hua Tong Pao, 1276), dao siyogilamd@&nca cha vo vua.(22)
Cac vua Ly bj ép truyén ngdi thi vao chua trong khi cac vua Tran
thi vao qudn!/

Su pha trén nhu thZ 1a hdn la ddm nét hon & tang lop dudi.
Viét dién ulinh tip va Linh nam trich quai (23)déuctaddi Tranla
k&t qua giao thoa clia su thin hoa Phat giao (co can ban ur trudce)
tir trén triéu dinh va su phattrinthin giao tr dudidan changqua
su ghi nhan cua cac nho si.

Nhifng nét chinh cia thai dar nhu thé cho ta hiéu thue trang
cua cacdinh thd Phat, thd than trong giai doan tién than cua dinh.
Ching ta gap mot t& [8nh nam Hong Bt thi 5(1474) néi dén mot
tinh té dinh dang dén phong tuc, nhung gua d6 ta thdy duoc
nguyén uy phat sinh, sir diéu hanh co ché dinh tho theo su phat
trién tu phat d2n iuc ay:

Lé lap hdu thdn va hdu Phdt

Dén gian, nha giau mudn mua chuoce cdi danh, ma ké nghéo
lai khong xdu ho viéc do, chi mong doi rieng cho minh. Nha giau
ba tién ra 1am dinh, ké ¢é Iong nhdn lam chua d€ lay cong diic. Thé
ma (nguroi sau gitF viée hdu) khong biét dén on, chi chdm chdam hia
nguai lay cua, chdng bao ldu tinh nhat Ié bac, quén cd khoan woc,
sinh ra théi bac de, hodc la lam ¢6 ban khéng nhur khodn Ié... Vay
con chau nha dgt hdu thdn hay hdu Phat thdy ké siéa 18 lam hau ¢6
1rdi 18 thi trinh bdo ngay nha mon, doi lai 1ién tai nguwoi triece da
lam hdu. Néu khong tra thi truy thu gdp doi chit khéng tha thir, (24)

Hai muoi hai ndm sau, ta gap td tducta mdt vitnquancho ta
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thay chi tiet nhiéu hon vé mit d6ng co 1am dinh rd rang ¢6 tinh
ciach cd nhén, ching té ring dinh d2n cudi the k1 XV la noitho tu,
céi gi chura r3, nhung thudc quyén qudn trj clia tu nhan chir khéng
phai 13 mdt co ché cua lang xa:

T6i trom thay dan gian trong thién ha, hodc khong tién lam
dinh chua, hodc khong tién dé nap khodn cong dich, hodc giét
ngot ma bi dén mang, hoge vi pham phép ma bi boi thuong,
khéng mudn mait tién riéng bén bay muu du do dé ldy tién cia
nguoi ma chi cge khodn dy. Muon co dyu dé nguoilgp 1o doan, lap
khodn dé vira long cdc nha c6 cua. Chdng bao ldu hodc lam béi bdc
cd ban, hodc la b mdt cung gid..(25)

Toan van cho ta thdy duong thoi vige du db ngudi 1ap hau
dinh (va chua), trong d6 c6 ca viéc 1dp dinh mdi, la mot “ap phe” an
chic, lic nao ciing ¢6 khach hang, nén mdico thé giai quyét duaoc
d1 thir vigc phtfc tap va quan trong ciia cd nhin nhu vay. Tuy doan
sau cla to tdu cé6 nhing chi¥ khign ta nghi 13 trach nhiém thudc
lang:

Tiwr nay, hé lang nao ¢o ngudi truoe da lam hgu & dinh hay &
chua thi phdi phung sw trurde sau nhu nhat... (néu bj xi¢ trd lai tién
cho nha kién co bdng co khéng dwoc thuc hién dung giao wudc thi)
lang kia khéng dwoc khiéu ngi.
nhung d6 1a trach nhiém vé su quén li mdt ngudi dan trong ling,
du 14 dan c6 cua, cé thdn theé, chit khong phai trach nhiém ve su
quan tri dinh & trong lang. Vai trd quan li dién sdn, con ngudi
trong pham vi khu vuc lang x3, dai dién cho trung vong ¢ dja
phirong la didu s ban sau. O day, néunhén lang quanlidinh trong
giai doan nay thi s& mau thuin vdi cac bingchingdiu v&t ca nhén
lam chud dinh d3 thdy trudc, va mau thuin vdi mot 1énh cla Le
Thanh Tong ra cung nam.

Theo ching dn 1474 trén, ta thdy con mét phan biét ciia ké
cAm quyén d0i vdi hai hang ngudilam viéecdng ich. Xay chlia hay
lam dinh ciing la phdi b6 tién ra &€ lo cho ddi sau ciia ngudi khac,
cho phén tinh thdn ¢ d¢1 nay, thé ma ké bo tién 1am dinh chiduoc
goi la nha giau trong tron (chua k& cdi y miét thj4n gidu bén trong),
con ngudl xay chua duoc goi la bic nhan, xay chua la lam viéc
cong dirc, diéu khong thay tan tung & viéc 1ap dinh. Nhu vay, viée
lap dinh d4i vdi con mat cha ngudi duong thoi la ¢ gia trj thdp
hon viéc lap chua, tuy ca hai it ra cling cing c6 mdt muc dich céng
ich. Nhung néu ding trong pham vili turdng thi ngurédiliap dinh vin
mang mot tinh than tir bi bd thi cia Phéat gido va mot tap quédn cia
dao (nhan lap hiu), nhu vayla caidinh tho thdncia cudith&ki XV
vAn con gitf dugc v nghia tao dung cla nd tir the Ki XL

Dinh ¢6 bAng chung it rala & nta sau thE ki XV 1a mdtnoithe
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cung cong cong binh thudng. Nhung co6 Ié visu hién dién cia cic
ngdi chlia nén dinh tho Phat it phat trién, d& nhdp vao danh xung
chiia, nhat 1a khi ngudi ra lénh lip hinh thite tho cing 3y 12 ho
Trin khong con nifa. Cac thdn idn da c6 qudc (€, ¢ nhd nudc
trung wong san séc, nhur vy con mot khodng trong ca dja li 1in
trong tinh thdn cita ngudi1 dan khién cho cac dlnh thin trongdan
gian moc lén nhiéu.

Ching ta khdng rd bude @ vao dinh clia cac thdn linh ¢o
ngudn goc thién nhién, phong tuc nhungciling thady duoc nhiing
nét khai quat. Sdch An Nam Chi(26)phan cia thdithudéc Minh¢é
ghi lai cadc hoat d6ng tin ngudng phdn thinh ngoai vong chuin
nhan cila triéu dinh:

Tuc ci cua Giao Chi ton trong qui thdn. Ddm ur rat nhiéu.
Ngtedi ¢o méi lo, tai bién thi nhay dong, chay thdy cung 18, ché ndo
clng toi. Ai ciing 1in nghe thuyét [i cua bon nay. Vila dar moiro,
tuc chung nhie vay, khing ai cho la qua...

Trong thdng ké cia An Nam chi vdi t8ng sd tho tu 1a 861 noi
thi 58 lrgng chia nhiéu nhit (469), nhung hing hai {a migu (252)
con quan dén (ui) thi it thdy rd (92/48). Sau khi thdng Minh, co
cudc té thian cdc xit trong nudc (1437), nhung trude dé hainam, cé
lénh cho dén ciap xa dugc cung (than) d€ trir sau hai lta. Nam 1449
cdlénh lam dan thd cho ma vo tu, hdnla amchuangsinh durochap
phdp héa néu khong l1a duoc khai sinh tit ddy; nam 1467 lai cling
than d¢ trir sdu Iua. Cac dinh tu nhan hdn phaichia sé sinh hoat tho
cing 4y qua cdc dam than dd dugce hop phap hda, nang cip mat
phan,

O cudi the Ki XV khéng ¢é dau hiéu cdc thian ¢ dinh tir nhan
dugc phong, nhung viéc k&t tu tdp tuc dd mé duong cho nhiing
budc tien trién sau. Chuy&n dich quan trong lacdanam 496, co lé
do chuidn theo lditau da néicung ndm, bdr bude cac lang chju trach
nhiém vé viéc tho cung o dinh, noi cach khacla qudn tricac dinh v
trong tay tie nhdn:

Ta thdy trong nudc nhidu nguot khong du von dung dinh,
khong du tién ird 16 thué, bén diting ra nhdn tién cua nguedi khac
lam cua riéng, nhan dé nghj cua nguedi khac lam cia riéng, nhdn d9é
nghi cia nguedi khdc bdng khé weoe roi lan lika gidm bert cling 18 va
théi khéng cung té nera. Tre nay, cac xd phdi trong coi viée tho cing
& dinh... trieoc sau khong duoce thay déi(27)

Dinh nr nay tro thanh mé1 bé phén cualang va. Diéunay phu
hop voi nhitng chitng tich trong hiéna tai cho bitt ring ngdidinh ¢d
ahat fa xay dung tir thé ki XV.(28) Lang x4 ndm lay mot co thé do
trung vong ban cho, lai cd nhiéu phuong tién vat chat, quyén lirc
nén xay dung dugc nhiing ngoidinh bén vitng hon cia 1ir fhan, ¢o
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str cham soc lién tuc nén lwru lai ddu vét dén ngay nay theo voi da
xdy cdt dinh cang ngay cang tang tu the ki XVI tro di.

Nhung ta cling khéng nén quén rdng budc chuyén bign ut
dinh thd Phat, thé thdn cua tr nhédn sang dinh lang van mang tinh
cach gidng co phitc tap va khang phai duoc thuc hién ngay sau
quyét dinh 1496 d6. Thaoi gian gidng co nhu the tao ra nhifng hinh
thitc bdn I€ ma ngay nay ta chi hinh dung ra dugc mét cach gian
tiép, d€ 1dn 16n vdi nhing hinh thic ¢6 trude va nhitng dang vé
sau,

Thém nta, goi l1a *hinh thuc ¢o trudc’ nhung dinh (tram,
quédn)la co cdu c6 tac dungdich thuc cho cudcsong xa hdinén vin
ti¢p tuc tOn tai mii vé sau trong chirc ndng chuyén mén hoa cla nd
tuy c6 thé déi thay tén goi. Sy chuyén dich theo hudng di xudng tit
trung vong di dua cac dinh tram & caccungdudngldn vé cic cung
dudng dija phuong, xudng d€n don vj hanh chinh thap nhit vditén
dinh quin & the ki XVII(29)va tén cong quan ngay nay. Mot co
cdu khac vdichiic nang chuy&n dich cdng van phuc vu hanh chinh
cé tén buru dink (cta the Ki XVII) ciing c6 thé chifa khach tro 1§ d6
durdng, nghia la chia s& chifc nang cta dinh tram.

Hanh cung cha vua vin goi tén dinh nhur chuyén ndm 1522,
trong thdi ki dinh lang 33 c6 mat theo Iénh trén vira hon mot phan
tu thé ki. Vi co cau lién quan d&n buc nhan chi cd vai tro toi
thuong trong nudc, cac van ban van dung chit van hoa la hanh
cung nén ta khéngtheo doi duoc nhiing thay ddi cda né. Nhungcéd
vé cai tén dinh ndm na van c¢on duoc sit dung cho d8€n nita ddu thé
k1" XVIII, ¢6 thay d8i ldn ddu nam 1736 khi chta Trinh khong dat
hanh cung & mot diem goi 1a dinh ma & mdt ngdi chua (Sung
Nghiém) va sau d6 ¢6 tén cac hanh cung o cic chua Quynh Lam,
Ho6 Thién, Lang Hoa, Tay Phuong, T Tram, chi bdi bo khi Trinh
Doanh 1&n (1740).(30)

Trong céac loai dinh gé&n cing chitc ning, hin hinh dang cung
la thit xay cdt ¢6 qui md, nhitu trang tri hon cd. Anh hudngcha né
s& lan qua c4c dinh khaéc, vi thé cac nha ki€n tric nhin nhng ngoi
dinh lang cha the ki XV-XV1con thdy ¢ @6 kidu cach trang tri cda
cung dién Ly — Tran.

M6t s8 dinh thd Phat (*chua* ngay trong cach goi duong
thai) sau [énh 1496 co6 thé trén danh nghia thudc vé lang, nhung
quyén thao ting vin la cha tuv nhannhu truong hop Trdn Cdondm
1516 d3 no1. Pinh tho Phit lang ndm dugc vao giai doan Phat gido
khong cOn 1a qubdce gido nifa thi s& tré thanh mot thit chiia lang,
ph8i hop vdi cac chua cia cac hé thdong Phat gido tan rd nhap vao
lang khién cho 1ang c¢6 cac chua thd Phat dirng d4u la ong su cling
dugc, ong tir cling xong, hai chi tigt té chitchoan ddicho nhautiy
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g, theo sur thing trim riéng biét cla cac bén tuvong quan nhu ta
con thidy dén ngay nay.

Dinh thé Phit mang dau v&t cia mdt ton gido toan cidu nén
khé cho mdt dja phuong nhd nhu lang x3 db6ng hoa trong sinh
hoat dja phuang. Co6 thé nao Trdn Cdo ndilén vilang x3 hay mot
chitc quyén cao hon mudn vin vao 1énh nam 1496 88 cudp doat tai
san cua ong xay dung nén? Vi thd ma ngudi ngoai qudc goi 1a xd
duong thiéu huong quan ching té 6ng da chju khudn nin trong
[énh cho ¢6 mdt chirng muc hinh thite nao 46 con thuc [uc tai san
vin & trong tay dng, khi€n 6ng a4 sirc ndiday khithidy né sdp vudt
" di mat.

Su kién c¢6 diu map md giGa mdt x3 dudrng c6 ddu vét Phat
gido va dinh lang, khién ta ngd rdng lang x4, hay nhng cudnghao
trong xa, mudn chiém tai sin maot dinh thd Phat thi phdi hiy ddu
vét Phit gido di. Va nhu thé dinh tho Phat ¢é thé thanh dinh Ang
du rdng ddi sau khéng ndi d&n diéu do: lang An Lio huyén Binh
Luc ¢6 70 mau rudng hau cla Thién Cuong dai tudng (?) Ao
Ly(31) la [y tir rudng hau Phat (vi d&i LY chi c6 co ché hau Phat)
4t 33 dugc sang hdu thin bing modt cach tudc doat nao do.

Su chuyén hudng tir dinh thd than cda tu nhansangdinh ling
co v& thda thiép hon vi khong méc vao su rang budc chia uy thé tin i
ctia mdt t6n gido nhu ta dd noi. Chonén, colétrongcung thdigian
Trin Cdo mdt vien giam sat ngu st vAn cung cho x3 Cung Kigm
(Ha Béc) 12 miu rudng va ao d€ 1am hau. Thoi gian ma viéen quan
ndy xudt than (tién si 1499) la sau I1&énh 1496 va chuyén ciing hiu cé
thé 13 cha thé Ki XV1(32)

Nhung dinh phat trién dudi uy luc cua lang x4 lai cing dem
cho lang x3 mét chd qui tu riéng biét phdi hap hai tinh cach thé tuc
va thin linh ngay trudc bi phan tan (mo6t ‘cong dudng nao 46 cia
x4 quan va cic dén chia trong langj, nén rot lai lang xa cing cd
duac vi thé rigng biét cia minh d€ vé lau vé dai trong mdt khung
cdnh rdi loan lién mién coa quyén binh trung vong s€ tao thanh
mot tinh cach tu trj dic biét duoi mét cadc nha khdo curu ti thé ki
XIX dén nay.

{ Con tiep mot k) )

¥ Phdn chi thich sé dang tron tir ddu & cuéi bai, trong sé Vin Hoc
10 ra ngay 1.11.1986.
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Nghiém Xudn Hong
Boi tam hanh

( Coeur multiple )

Nguroi vé bt ang may hong

Dét y tram sde¢ ngai ngung long ai
T6i vé mo gide mo dai
Song-hd-hu-dnh-trang-cai-sdc-khong...

Nguoi vé buoc nho thong dong

Ngdm ngui tinh mudn vuong long do quyén
T6i vé md séch u huyén

Muwa hoa lding dang may mién tich duong

Nguwoi ve nhat nu huong duong

T6 thém khoé mdr ¢6 nuong Huyén Am
61 v& khép cink hu khéng

BS doan che khdp nita vong trdn duvén...

Nguwoi vé tiéc rugu ddo dién

Ché ly qua nhd, hai sen rét ddy
T6i vé tia nhanh truc gdy |
Deén khuya rdi bong voi ddy HOA NGHIEM...

Nguwdci vé lia sudi tich nhién

Chénh vénh got ngoc ddo dién nu cuoi
Téi vé gap dng may troi
Om-trang-do-gidc-bén-doi-Tao- Khé...
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Binh Nguyén Lic
Tim hiéu truyén Kiéu

Truyén Kidu cia Nguydn Du d3 dugc lAm ngudi minh phé
binh chidng nhdng bing bai bio, ma bing cd sach day nifa, Tac
phim ndy d3 dugc ngudi ngoai qudc djch ra tigng Phap va tiéng
Anh, duoc cd mdt td chirc ldn vao hing qudc t& 1a UNESCO xuit
bdn vai ban dich nifa.

Nhu thé, t6i ¢6 th€ hifu rdngthi phdm 46, 43 dugc hidu tudng
tan. Nhung riéng t6i thi cho d8n nay, téc sdp sita c6 vé mudn trd
hoa rim rdi ma tdi hi€u chua xong trng chit. Néu téi kém thichdng
cé gi dang lo, vi ctt tim hidu mai thi cé ngay s€ hiéu dugc. Nhung
néu vai ngudi phé binh, vai dich gid ciing chua higu thau dao thi
that la phin. Thé nén téi thit trinh ra vai di€m ma téi chua thiy
dugc sy phan minh, 48 xem vj nao gidi thich dut khoat dugc thisé
tdt dep ve sau cho hoi phé binh sap tGi, cho chign dich phién dich
sép toi.

Trong ban chuyén Nom ra Qudc-ng{ (sao khong ndi 1a Vit
ty, lai néi Qudc-ngi?) clia Tan Da Nguydn Khic Hitu, thay cau
“Phong tinh ¢d luc con truyén sir xanh”. Thud sach ra ddi, c6 bao
bt bé rdng 1a nha in in sai, hodc Tan Da chuyén sai, vi sach ndo
ciing chuyén ra la “Phong tinh ¢& lyc” cd, Tan Da co lén ting, nhan
trach nhiém v& minh, chd khong & nha in. Theo thi hao nii Tan thi
khéng bao gio ¢6 cudn sach c¢d nao tén la “Phong rinh " ca, va chit
N6ém thi “Cé™ va “C8" déu viét nhu nhau, viy d6 la Cé,cho khong
la C8. Sau 86, ching nghe ai ndi gi nFa hét. N2u t6i doc bao khdng
k¥ thi xin vi nao cé theo ddi vy C8, C6, ndy cho biét xem rdt cude
phe C6 thing hay phe C8cd 1y, vacé Iy véibing ching cu thé ndo.
T6i thi hé ngdm Kiéu t&i d6 thi tdi ngdp nging.

Nhirng mdy giong trén diy la chuy&n vit, chi néi ra vay thoi,
ché Co hay C& gi, cling ching ting hay gidm gia truyén Kiéu.

Hai cau Kitu dudi day &4 bét t6i tdn thi gid khd nhiéu:
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Rdn than vé voi rrieu dinh
Hang thdn lo-ldo, phdn minh ra sao.
La ngudi mién Nam, tdi chdng bigt “lo-lao™ la gi hét. Thé nén t6i
tim tu dién xudt badn & Ha ndi d2 tra hdi tir dién clia héi Khai Tri
Tign Dic, xuft ban trudce 1945, dinh nghia lo-ldo: sieong sung.

Swong sing 13 gi, thi toi d3 bi€t, vi mién Nam ciling dung
siorng sung. Mac dau vay, toicling cu trathém & ty dién dy, vi biét
dau & mién Bic sirgng sung lai khong mang tham nghia thu nhi.
Nhung khong. Tu dign dy djnh nghia Swong sung 1a Bén lén.

Thé nghia 12 y tac gid truyén Kiéu mudn néirdng hé ddu hang
thi s& méc cd ching? Chic chdn 1a nhu vay, bdng vao tu dién
K.T.T.10.

Vi: Lo lao; Suang sung, Suong sung: Bén Ién: Mic cd: HO
then.

Thi: Lo-lao: Bén Ién: Mic co.

N&u thé thi ciing 8n, tai sao lai thic méc thém. Nhung noé
khong 8n ldm & cdu tim. Cau tdm d3a choddimat hai bén, mot bén
thi lo-1ao, mdt bén, bén Tt Hai, con do du vdicdu tu héi: “Sé ra
sao”, trude thai 4o lo-lao cua bén kia, chd néu da biét minh sg b&n-
18n r6i thi ddu condodu nfa. HE dam lam i, khéng ngai bén [8n thi
d3u hang, bang nhu khdong di can dam mit dan may day thi cut
nhin qua cda HO Ton Hién, khéng c6 van dé phan van.

Su kién trong truyén thirdt cuéc Tt Hai ddu hang. Vay phai
chiang la Ti Hai la mdt tay mat chai may da. Khong th duac.
Nguyén Du d4 trinh dién mét Twr Hai hao hung, thi dang trugng
phu 4y dau c6 mit dan may day duvagc. Ngudi hung ho Tu khdng
phaila tay li-lom, thi 6ng &y khdng c6 méc ca, khong cobénléngi
hét va mic-cd. bén I8n 14 tinh cam cda bén kia, bén ddidduvadi Tir
Hai, cdi bén ma ciu tam di cho thay, nhung khéng ai thdy cd.

Ngurdi ta hiéu “Hang thdn” 14 *Quan ddu hang”, va nhu thé,
khéng ¢6 hai bén, ma chi cé Tu Hai ddi mat vai chinh minh théi.
K hong hidu lim nhu thé 14 khéng duoc bdi khong ¢o ké thir nhi
nao ma “bén-1€n”, trir Tu Hai. Khong 18 vua Tau, hay cac quan
Tau lai ben-Ién trudce su ddu hang d6? Chi ¢6 Tu Hdi mdi la phai
méc cd, phai hd nguoi thoi chg.

Ta tu héi trong cau tdm, tac gia c¢6 dwra ra hai phe chang, hay
chi ¢c6 m6t minh Tit H3i khong ma thoi. Rigng toi, tdithdy rdngcd
d61 bén truc dién vdi nhau. Trén kia, t6i da ¢d Vv djch sai Thdn la
Quan, vi myc dich rieng. O day. xin dich lai cho dting. Thdn 13 BS
t6i. Néu chicoé mét minh T Hai thi qua v 1§, Tir Hai dau cé bao
gid xem minh 1a Bé tdi ctia vua Tau. Cho @€n phiit chét, phit do
du, tu hoi ¢6 nén diu hang hay khéng, Tt Hai cling chua xem
minh 14 Bé 16i cia vua Tau. Nguyén Du ding chif ratcdnthan. Tu
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Hai khong cétdm trang B& 16/ bao gid thi danh tir kép “Bé (6i”, hin
tdc gid ding d2 trd ai d6, ch¢ khong thé trd T Hai

T6i cé phi thi gio d& hifu ciutho 4y d8n may muoi ndm chd
khéng phaiit. Vésau, 1di vidt xongtdp [clabd “Nguon gdec Ma Lai
cia dan td¢ Viét Nam " rdi thi tdi b4t d3u hoc rat nhidu ngdn ngi 48
viét tdp Il ma cho tdi nay, cling chua xuit ban. Nhitng din niao cd
so M3 Lai, d€u bj t6i hoc ngdn ng cd. Dudiday la vé tiéng Ma Lai
cuia hai nudc Anh-D6-Né-Xia va Ma-Lai-Xia. T6ichi hoc bang tu
di€n thoi, ché khong ¢6 di tdi bai nude @4, vi thidu phuong tidn.

Lo ldo (khdng thdly sach c6 ghi thinh sic) duoc dich ra tidng
Anh 12 HEEDLESS. Ngudi lam ty di€n ndy 14 mdt ngudi Anh, gido
sir dai hoc o London.

HEEDLESS khéng ¢6 nghia la Bén Lén, suong sung, mala Lanh
dam, Tho o.

Lo ldo ndy thi din toc Phu Nam néila Lo La,va Nam Ky xua
d3 vay mugn va con dung cho d€n nay, cling vdi cai nghia la Tho
o, Lanh dam (xin xem quyén “Phét hién bénlang Phu Nam trong
huyén Ham Tan” cia Binh Nguyén Ldc).

Th# 14 ¢6 hai phe trong cdu tam ndy, khéng con chdi cai duagc
nifa; mot bén la Ta HAi, mot bén 14 quan cia vua Tau “Bé t61” am
chi ddm quan lai ay, chd khong trd Tt Hdi.

Ma nhu th2 thi Hang lai mang nghia khac, chd khéng phdi la
Pdu hang. Nghia khac nlly 14 Bon, Nhom, Phia, thay dugc trong
Hang xom, Hang si phu v.v..

Hai ciu tho cda Tién Bién phai hi€u la (Néu ta) dan than vao
vori triéu dinh thi hang bé 16i cua vua $€ thor o (Vi ta va) than phén
ndy sé ra sao?

Chic ciing cé ngudi hiéu nhu toi, chd 161 khdng phai 1a ngudi
d6c nhitt 83 hifunhu thé, Nhung nhitng vida higu nhu té6ilanho &
cai gi thi téi khong rd, rigng 101, toi nho may mén hi€u duoc nghia
thit dung cla Lo ldo. Néu hidu Lo-ldo theo tu dién cua K. T.T.D. thi
khéng thé nao thidy duaoc 1a c6 hai doituong trong cdu tam, hodc
c6 nhé true gidc ma thoang thay, roi thi cling phdi tu bac bé minh,
vi B¢ t6i cia vua khéng lam sao ma 1a Ké bén [én duac hét. Ké ay
phai 14 Tud Hai.

Tém lai Tir Hai khéng bén 1€n, vi khéng c6 mac cam diu
hang. Pdng anh hing 4y thdy rdng ddu hang 14 hap 1&, khong phai
la mdt thay 46 dang khinh.

Thé thi tu di€n 43 dinh nghia sai v& Lo-ldo rdi vay.

Cac nha ngdén ng¥ hoc khong h€ ché trach mét tur didn dinh
nghia sai mét (i ¢8 nao 46, vi ho thira bigt rang y hgt thit sinh vat
va thuc vat, ngdn ngd ciing trdi qua ba thdi ky: Sinh-Lio-Tit. Lo-
léo 1a hinh dung i chua chdt hin, nhung dang ndm trong giai
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doan hdp hdi. Trong giai doan niy, loai tit 3y luén ludn bj da sd
din ching quén nghia ding cia n6. Céi thdi hdp hoi d6 1a thdi
ngay sau Td Nhur.

Thdicha ta la théi né 43 “Tud vong™. Ngdy nay, ta chi con néi
Tho-o, Lanh-dam ma théi. Mién Nam néi Lo-la vi Lo-la, d8i voi
mién Nam thi con mdi toanh (MdJi vay muon cta Pht Nam tu
nam 1580 day thoi). '

#
% %k

Bt k¥ dan tdc nao, ciing 43 quén hding van nir ¢8 cla ho (theo
ludt ngdn ng¥ hoc Swadesh) chd khong rieng ta. Su quén iy,
khéng th€ tranh duagc, va thudng ciling ching ai tiéc nhing tur 43
chét, vi mot t chdt di, thi ¢ ngay mot tir khac ddng nghia, thay
cho. Nhung cir ¢c6 mdt thit ngudi tim hiu ¢8 ng, vi nhigu myc
dich khac nhau, ma muc dich ma thién ha thdy rd 1a cin thigt, 1a a8
gidi thich nhi¥fng tir tuy ¢8, nhung da trét ndm trong van chuong
truyen khiu, hay vin chuong viet ra chit: ca-dao, bia da cg, tac
phim xuwa, d6i khi khdng xua dang k&€, nhur truyén Kiéu ching
han.

Ban dich truyén Ki€u ra Phip vin cia gido su P. Schneider,
do UNESCO xuit bdn, téi 44 ting ban hifu khi I18n dudng sang day,
nén khéng con nhd ong dy da dijch Lo-ldo 1a gi. Néu 6ngdydjchla
Indifférent thi dung, vi Indifferent ciia Phdp |A NEEDLESS ctia Anh.
Bing nhu éng Ay dich 1a Avoir honte thisai vd Hang, 6ng dy chic
d3 djch 12 CAPITULE, chd khéngla Rang dugc. H& sai vé Lo~-/do thi
duong nhién phai sai vé Hang.

Téi nhd c6 doc mot bai phe binh trong ay tac gia cho 1a T Hai
di bj mic cam khi toan d3u hang. Néu nhin nhén 161 hidu cia téila
ding, thi Tir HAi chdng cé mac cdm nao hét, dngchikhdngthich bj
bé t6i clia vua Tau tho-o vdi ong ta thoi.

Con hding tram ttt hdp-hdi trong truyén Kiéu, chd khéng phai
chicé mét. Khi ndo ¢ thi gio, tdi s& ke ra hét, 3 chungta cing tim
hiu. P& chim dut tam & ddy, tdi xin trinh thém mot t ma t6i
chira hiéu cho ré 14m;

Chiéc cdu nho nhd cudi ghénh bdc ngang
Gheénh la cai gi? Ciing cit theo tr ¢ién K. T.T.D. thi Ghénh 13 Viing
sdu, ¢6 nudc xody manh. Pinh nghia nhur the 1a kha dung. Nhung
téi cit hdi & sdng nhd, cb thé ¢6 ghénh dugce chang? Nudc cé xody
manh, nghia 1 nudc bj &4 ngdm ngian. Ma d4 ngdm thi chi ¢ &
song to ma thdi. Suc to ndy, khong bit budc phai to 1dm, ma chi
bdng con séng Pong Nai thdi. Va qua & séng Png Nai, c6 Ghénh
that su, nhung ghénh chi ndm ti chon thac 46 xudng 18i ndm cay
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s0, tirc 101 ba miles thoi, xa hon, khéng the ¢6 dugc, vi dd ngam dy
la nhing cdi chan du thira ciadd ciia cai thac. Cai ghénh titng Tau
va tiéng Phap ndi sao thi t61 43 quén mat réi, nhung tiéng Anh thi
noi la Whirlpool.

N&u do la ghénh bién, thi s& khong ai phdi thac mic hét vi da
ngdm ¢ bién ludn ludn co, bat ky ¢ diu, nhung ghénh ¢ séng thi
phai xét lai. Chdng han o hai ciu ca dao sau day:

Chidu chiéu ra diing Ai Van
Chim kéu ghénh da, gadm than thém buon,
Hai cdu ca dao ndy kha c8, ¢4 vao thdi ma Hai-Van-quan con
dugcgoila Ai Vin. Diy nui ngang chay tt Trudng Son ra toi Ai-
Vin-quan réi thi gap ngay bién. Tai chon Ai-\f’ﬁ,n—quan co da
ngim, nén ghénh xuat hign. Khéng c6 thicméc gi hét vé cac ghénh
& chon déo phia Pong cia Hai Van.

Nhung ghénh & quad gdn md ciia Pam Tién thilai khac. Ta xay
md, ¢6 chiu anh hudng cta khoa dja 1y Tau, khoa naythichjudnh
hudng cia triét Tau véthuytamduong. Ta xay mo bAngda. bing
be-tdng, bing gach gi, ta cling chita mo6t khodng trong trén diu
nim md, cho ring lam tht 48 4m duvong dugc hoa hgp nhau. Va
mudn cho Am duong dugc hdoa hop nhau, ta tranh khéng xay ddy
d4, day bé tong hay ddy gach cho 16 huyét, vi xay 1a duong xudng
khong duac, ma am Ién cling khéng duoc. D6 la noi chuygn xay.
Néu cit d8 tu nhién, nhu md dat, thi A Dong tranh dat chita da
ngim. Phdichon ddt 1a dat tron ven dit, cung ldm ho chi dé daicho
l6p dit sét dudi I6p dat thudng trén mit thoi.

Cai dong nudc chdy qua nghia dia trong d6 co md Pam Tién
litu c6 chita d4 ngdm dudi day cia né ching? Ta nén bidt rdng
dudi thdi Gia Tinh trao Minh, k¥ thuat ciia Tau cho cho phép ho
x4y ndi nhi¥ng chiec mo dai trén mdt dong sdng Idn ¢& song Pong
Nai la con séng rong hang thu ba cua nudc Vigt Nam, sau Citu
Long va Hong Ha, trudc song Ma 1a s6ng réng hang tvr. Vady dong
nudc Ay chl nhé thdi, va con séng con d6, khang thd sdu lAm.
Ngudi Tau lap nghia dja, ngoai khoa dja 1y ho co do dat & timda
ngim. Cudcdo ddm ndy khong tidnsau ldm vao 1ong dat, vi lrdi, vi
kém tai chanh, nhung diu sao cling c6 ti€nd2n cai noicd thé 1a dady
clia nhing con séng nhé can long. The thi lam thé ndo d&c6 ghénh
& cai dong nuéc nhd d6 duge? Lai con mét 1y do nita, d€ cho thay
rdng khong th& cé ghénh. Nhu dd néi vé ghénh cta song Pong Nai.
Cach chon thic hon ba miles, khéong thé con ghénh. Ngudi Tau lai
tranh trdng cAy Idn & nghia dja, s¢ ré cdy to an vao cae ngdi mg,
choc thiing cai hom (céi sang). He fai tranh ti¥ng ddng cho ngudi
chét, ma ti€ng thac d6 thi lai nghe xa dwoc ¢ noicach thac, hai ba
muoi miles. C6 ngudi Tau nao lap nghia dja gin thac d€n thé
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chang?

Mat khac, ta ciing khé 1d0ng ma nghi ngd To6 Nhu ta khﬁng
dung.

Vay thi ghénh phai mang them mdt nghia la Whirpool. N¢u ta
cit dich 12 Whirlpool, ngudi ngoai qudc doc, rai ro ho biét rd cach
thitc 14p nghia dja ctia Tau, ho sé ché Nguyén Du td khéng ding thi
hot phién cho vdn chuong ta.

%
W %

Cﬁng xin no6i thém vé mot chi tiét vun vt ngudi mién Nam
thudng 14n 16n Ghénh va Ganh. Ganh ladanh tir cia Phu Nam ma
Nam Ky xua vay muaon, ¢6 nghia 1a cai Vinh nhd. Cai vinh ldn,
Phtit Nam néi 14 OCEO (GULF), va ho ciing thic méic hdi sao canh
nghia dia lai c6 cai vinh. D6 1a ldm lin danh ti, w:i thdc méc ay,
khong cin phdi cé 161 gidi dap dai dong.

B.N.L.

Tai but: P8 tranh ngd nhdn, xin néiré rdng tu Viét Nam voi tit cua
cdc dan toc co gbc Mda Lai, it ¢6 khi kha giong nhau nhu truong
hop Lo-léo trén kia. Tu cia dén 1dc ciing ¢é bj mén mat vai
nguyén am, hai vdn phu am.

Thi du:

Géc 16 Ma Lai

O Trung A TAHAW Giam t16¢ dé

Ma- Lai-Xia TAHAN Bong nghia
Anh-Dé-Né-Xia TAHAN Pdng nghia

Viér Nam .. HAM PdJng nghia

Phit Nam T—HAN Pong nghia (DPoc la Thdn)

Nam Ky vay Phu Nam T—HAN Pdng nghia (Poc la Thén)

Phdi biét hoi kha ludt ngén ngi¥ hoc mét tf, moindikét cae nk
ay lai voi nhau dugce. Thi du VN néi Leo-1é1, thi Anh-Pé-Né-Xia
nor Lit-Lit, vay phdibiét 161 20 ngén ngi¥ moi néi két Leo-1ét va Lit-
lit dirgre, di nhién la ciing ci cdn thém ludt ngén ngit.
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Djnh Nguyén
P¢i em ta doi dén bao gio ?
Gki HP

!

Dot em ta doi dén bao gio ?

Déu bién muwoi ndm nhw gidgc mo

Ho hitng thu tan gidng cua hep

Bang hang déng gia trdng trén tho
Vidng tiéng em cuoi dém tro gidc

Vang loi ta goi som huw vo

May trdng vé dau ta nhdn gui

Nho thuong, thuong nho may cho vua.

2

Poi em ta doi dén bao gio ?

Xuv la dém ndm dém tieng mua

Giot v& hon nghiéng cung nguyét lanh
Giot tan chidu xé& bong sao thua

Giot nhdn nhu loi tam su ct

Giot thi thdm goi ai an xua

Em ¢6 thuong ta dung doi nira

Cé lai vong qubc may ai cho ?
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3

Poi em ta doi dén bao gio ?

Téc trdng co hang, nuwde mdt khé
Pat khdach séng mon ta vat vieong
Qué nha com do em bo vo

Ta dém thang ngay vai ky niém
Em bon hanh phuc mdy to thu
Thang lai qua di ndm lai dén

Poi em, ta doi dén bao gio ?

4

Poi em ta doi dén bao gio ?

Dong nho dién cuong chdy xudng tho
Chi¥ sdc dao dam hdn bat mau

Murc cay 18 nhé mdr hoen mo

Tdm giti kiép nay canh bac I&

Trdu cau duyén cii tiéng ga trua

Thu sé phai tan déng lai dén

Mai Xuén sang, xanh ¢d trén mo

Pinh Nguyén
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Mai Kim Ngoc
Vo chong

I

Nhu mét thong 18 43 ba nam nay, cif hai chii nhat 1a gia dinh
John Wright va gia dinh Peter Anderson lai méinhau an com tdi.
S3ng trong khu phd ndy ma dan cu phin déng contré véiconnhd
hoc ti€u hoc hay miu gido, hai cip vo chdng gia trd nén than thiét
nhtr rudt thjt. To sang sém, Mary 33 ban rdn sita soan bita com
d4i khach. Hém nay la ky niém ba nam hai vo chdng Wrights don
vé x6m nay.

Choéng that, vy ma d3 ba nam réi. Hém d6, phu khuan vac
vira xong viéc ra veé, thi c6 ngudi bdm chudng. John ra md cia.
Mary dang d¢ tay r& miy thung d6 trong phong khach, bénnhiing
ban gh& con ngdn ngang chua yén vi. Nang chiu may vi céng vigc
dang btra bon ma lai con phai tidp khach. Nang ciing rat ghét gip
ngudi la trong lic quin 4o 1dm lem d3u bi téc rdi. Nhung tigng
cudi ndi hdn nhign tty ngodi vong vaolam nang chi ¥. TO mo, ndng
theo John ra cita. Co hai vo chdng hang xdm mdi d€n tham. Ho
khodng d6 trén dudi 60, nudc da ram ndng nhu banh mi nurdng,
ddng ngudi vira phdi khong 6m ma cling khéng map. Ngudichdng
di trudc, toéc da bac nhiéu, hai tay bung mdt cai khay vdi cdi banh
kem tron to. Ngudi vo theo sau mot budc, tay phai xach ldng may
" dung d6 dn vdi miy chi®c banh mi Phap, dudi banh choi ra ngoai.
Tay trai ba ta cAm mdt binh nudcchanh 1/2 gallon véidd mtataly
gidy x8p chdnglén nhau Up nguactrén midng voi. May chidc khin
in ca ro xanh tring gdp gon ghe nhét vao bén héng ldng. Trong ho
nhu mét cdp vo chdng gia di ¢dm trai. Mary ligc nhin mit banhcd
hang chi viét n4n not bdng kem hdng “Thdn mén chao miing Mary
va Jokn”. That 14 toc mach ma ciing that la d& thuong. Chic ho da
bi€t t&én nang va John qua ngudi mdi nha.

Ngudi chdng trol cudi tu gidi thigu:
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“T6i la Peter Anderson, con day la Jane vg t61. Chung téi la
hang xém mdi cla 6ng ba. Xin 16i khong bit tay dugc.”

Vira néi 6ngta vira nhin khay banh. John chua kip tra loi thi
Peter 43 noi tiep:

“Ching toi chic éng ba tdi nay bép nudc chua sdn sang. Cé
may mén nha téi mdi ndu, dng ba dung tam d€ khéi di tiem...”

Cau chuyén ¢éi md hdn nhién tir phit ddu, va sang hém sau,
ho trd lai giip Mary va John xép ddt nha cida. B€nlic nghi trua thi
moi ngudi dd goi nhau bdng tén tuc, chuyén trd thin mat nhu be
ban lau nam. Nang coé thién ¢Am véi hai vo chdng hing x6m mdi,
tuy nhién thay cé chut gi mo hé khong hoan toan thodi mai ve
Jane. Liuc 406 ciing nhu vé sau, nang khong nghi Jane ¢6 tinh y gi,
nhung ndi chung nang khong ua dan ba diéu bd nhi nhanh da tinh,
nhat 1a sau mét tudi ndo 6. Miy ndm sau khi hai ngudi da thin
nhu chj em rudt thit, cai kho chiu ban ddu véi Jane thinh thodng
vAn con am danh nang. Nang van khdng ua cai nhin c6 dudi ciia
ngudi ni y ta gia nay. Co 18 mot phln vi nhing tiéng dbn ve 18i
sdng twrong d8i phéng tiung cia mdt sd nif diéu dudng, ma cb 18
ciing vi John 1§ vé thich tha mbikhi tro chuyén vgiJane, du nhidng
cau chuyén théng thuong khéng co gi ddc sdc. Co 1€ Jane nhu mot
sd phu n¥ ¢6 khd nang thién pha lam cho nguai dan éng ¢d cdm
tudng dugc sdn séc hay d€ ¥ mot cach dic biét. Mary nghi thim
chic phai chiéu nhiFng bénh nhan kho tinh mai réi thanh quen...

Vay ma di ba niam r6i, thdi gian qua thigt mau... Mary vita lau
chiii bd mudng nia bac, vira 6n lai nhéng k¥ nigm may nim qua.
Tt trra, nang d3 udp hai con thd ning 38 ndu moén civet. Nang da
cdn thin chon tirng nhanh tdi tirng ¢l hanh tirng 14 thom d2 trdn
vari nita cdc ddu olive va mudng nhéd hd tigu xay to hat, tat cd bi
quyét gia vi d€ uép thd. Moén civet rat kh6 ndu. Khéo thithanh cao
luong mV vj, ma vung thi tanh 10n mat 16n mtta, ai ma nudt ndi.
Mary nghi thim: “H€t steak loai roastbeef, hét roastbeef lai steak,
sa0 ma khong biét chan. Séng & nong trai nhu vay thi con dugc,
chd dan thy tur it nhat cling phdi té ra cdu ky mét chit,” Nghi xong,
Mary thay bdi réi hdi han vdiJane, ngudihang xdmtdi lia tatdén
c6 nhau; va lai mon steak hay roastbeef vira chin t&icon hoilong
d30 cla ban, tuy tdm thuong phdthéng, nhung ngudian kho ciling
phai khen ngon.

Tuy nhién, Mary vin thich ndu nhifng mén cauky. Gia chanh
nhédp cang ttr Au chdu d8i vdi nang hiu nhu ¢ kha ning dem lai
chit gi qui toc hay thanh eao cho ba chi nha. Nang cao hirng nghi
101 nhifing moén s¢ trudng nhu cad bon udp sauce gung, chim cut
hodc ran hodc quay dn vdi rau cresson, thjt bé 18i bic Y Pai Lai,
tém hdp ki€u Phap an vdi Mayonaise nhalamv.v..., va tit nhiénla
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moén thé ndu civet. BOng nhién, nang thdy buc minh véi John.
Khong phdi chang khéng thuong thitc nhifng mdén an ngon,
nhurng John ¢éd mét thai 46 riéu cat hay ling ting mdi khi thdy vo
diing nif cong gia chanh lam @& tai ciu chuyén. Nang nghi la mén
an khong phai chi ngon miéng 1a 40, nhung con phai dung duoc
trong ciu chuygn giao t&€ & ban in. Nang nhé dén nhing miu
chuyén thich thi 43 k& cho Peter va Jane nhan nhi¥ng dip éin udng
dii didng, nhlfng mau chuyén vira vui tai ngudi nghe cling nhu vui
miéng nguroi k€. Mén muc dn véi banh ngd nhic téi mién bdc Y
DPai Lo, mén chim tri quay ding véi rau tuei va rugu vang tring
la nhdp d€ cho mdt chuy€n di choi ving Bavarre noi mot tidm an
ma khi xua la ldu dai hoang téc. Con tém hitm ngon miéng nhic
d€n mdt budi tdi & Venice di gondole t¢i mot tdbu ldu long 1Ay, mit
tién nhin ra b&n séng. R6i con Pans, con Athenes, ¢con Barcelona,
con Rio de Janeiro, vdi mon thit nay hay mén banh no... Dudm
cua mot cude sOng sang trong van con sudi dm nhing bia an dai
ban tai nha cia hai vo chdng Wrights,

Mary rat tu tin vé nghé thudt giao t€ cta nang. Ngudi khétinh
c6 thé ché 1a hoi kiéu cach, nhurng ngu c6 kidu cach ciing van té nhj,
duyén dang. Khong, nang khong nghi 12 Jane va Peter c6 th€ cho
nang la hom hinh khoe khoang hay nang né 10 bich. Vay ma John
luén ludn té v& lang tung hay khé chiu vi kidu cach giao t& cia
nang. Trim ldn ding cd tram. HE nang dang vui miéng k& nhing
chuyén nhu vay la John lam bg nhu ban ron cdt mot migngthit hoi
ciing, hay danh trdng ldng nho nguoi bén canh chuyén ho dia bo
hay gid banh mi, John chi thodi mai v&i nhifng cau chuyén tim
thuéng nhu hoa gidy nim nay mit maa khong ng nhiéu, hay hoa
hong bi ndm dn. Chang thich nhat la nghe chuyén Peter dicdu ca
bién, hay nhi¥ng cdu chuyén hén hé dén ddi song bén mién Pdng
qué quan. Jane ciing gdc gac tir mién Dong nén mdbi khicau chuyén
tré vé ving Pennsylvania hay Tan Anh Cat Lqi, la Johnva ba hang
xOm trd nén hodn toan yhoptdm ddu. NhFng khi d6 Mary thiyca
chong ln ban gai hoan toan Idm cdm. Thich mién Dang nhu vay
thi don sang California lam gi.

Tuy nhién, mot chuyén John thudng nhic lai ma khong lam
cho Mary kho chju. D6 1a nhGng ky nigm hén hé 8n héi nangcon
tré va dang 1a mot vii sinh ddy hia hen. Chang kieu hinh k€ lai
nhiFng phin thuong lang, tinh, va ving ma Mary d4 thu doat
dugc. Cau chuyén bao gio cling dan d€n vu Mary durroc vao ban
ket trong k¥ thi tuy€n ctia Vi Poan New York. Ddlacaodiémcla
su nghiép vii cha nang. Nang d3a khong di dv thi d€ ¢ nha lay
chdng... Lap gia dinh, Mary diit khoat khéng dung t&iballet nia.
Chi ¢6 John la khdng quén. P6i v hai cudi cing cda nang, John



Véin Hoc 30

" cho duc lai bAng d5ng a8 biy trén ban gidy. Dbi gidy d6ng d6 theo
John téi nhitng nhigm s& mé1i, nhiing vin phong mdi mbi ngay
mdi rong radi khang trang hon, qua nhiing lin thiang thudng. Lic
vé huu don ban gidy, John mang d6i gidy vé nha biy trong phong
doc sach. Mii d€n lin don di California, déi vii hai mdi bj that lac.
May chuc nim qua, John nhurr khéng chju ghi nhin 12 461 ban chdn
Mary kh6ng con bé nhé xinh x4n nifa. Thoi gian cling nhu chiing
phong th&p da cdt diit nhiFng lign h¢ c6 the tudng trgngduac gifa
461 vil hai va hai got sen méo mé vadaunhircciia vo. Ngay xuasao
hai vg chdng Mary gin giii nhau d€n thg,

Mary ran nghisang chuyén khac. Nhung su trong trdi hién tai
clla vo chong van tré lai am dnh nang. Ai bdo vo chdng gia ¥ hap
tAm diu la sai. C6 trao d8i ¥ ki€n gi n¥a diu ma con c6 dip bit
d5ng v kién. Nhing budi tdi, John doc sidch hay coi thé thao trén
Ti Vi, con Mary thi théu thia d€ giét thi gio. Co nhing ldn hai vg
chdng di choi bing xe hot. Du lich cling khéong him nong duagc
tinh yéu d3 ngudi lanh. C6 nh¥ng chuy®n di ma hai vg chéng ngdi
cad gid khéng noi chuyén, mdi ngudi yén lang vdi nhing uvu tu
rieng, trudc mat la con dudng xa 19 dai thing tdp chay bat tin d&n
chan trol mu mt, trdng rong nhu nhing ngdythang nhat nho cia
tudi gia. Gia c¢é chau thi it nhit nang con ¢6 thé dan do cho tui no.
Nhung con nang con ddc thin ma lai & xa nifa. Hay nang di thdm
né vai tudn. Nhung réi Mary lai d8i y. Khang phdila Tom khong
vui mitng khi me tdi tham, nhung n6 ¢6 d¢iséng riéng cha nd. Can
phd thué cia né & Manhattan chi c6 mét phong ngu, bira bon sach
vd. Trongtudnno dilamsudt ngly, téi mjt mdi vé, an udng qua loa
r6i con di ngt 3€ hém sau diay s m kip chuyén xedign ngam. Ngay
nghi, ddn me di choi l1a gian doan tdt ca ddi song giao t€ cla né.
Nhiéu khi con c6 ban gai ngt lai d8m... That 1a bit tién. Nang mo
mang nghi dén h6i né con nhéd, con cdn nang tir bifa an chod€ntdm
rita.... Co I8 tai qua nhan rdi. Chic nang s& tim xem ¢6 co quan
thién nguyén nao trong finh cin nguditinh nguyén. Nang nghi ban
ron mét chut thi diu 6c s& dau vao ddy Nhung nang vin thiy
khéng 6n.

Gin day John c6 gi lo ra, nhung khéng ndi vdi nang. Chic
chdn khong phai vi sinh k&. Nhi#ng du tr¥ va huu bdng cta John
du thia d2 hai vo chdng c6 the sdong mét déiannhan vadoc lap.
Co6 1€ tai tran cdm dai ddng d3 mdy tudn nay khong chju dirt hdn.
Ma sao khong chju di kham bgnh. May bifa nay nang mudn giuc
chdng di thim bac si nhung lan IFa van chua 1am. D3 tir 1au nang
quén mat cach thite sian s6¢c cho chéng ma khéng by hiéu ldm la cdn
nhin hay ddn vat. H6i con tré, mdi lin John dau lit vit, su sin soc
vo chong sao du y&m va an cin biét bao! Nang ngac nhién 12 bay



Van Hoc 31

gic ma giuc John @i kham bénh, chang kho chju hon la cAm ddng.
Chua chat hon nita, sy kho chju khdng phai hoan toan khénged 1y
do. Cong binh ma ndi, ¢d din vat va ¢cd cdnnhdn trong nhi¥ng ldn
nang liwu v dén sitc khde ctia chéng: “Tai sao John lai d8 cho cdm
lanh? Tai sao tudi nay ma khong chju cdn thin? Tai sao con hiit
thudc 14? Tai sao con udng rugu? Cif udng ca phé cho nhiéu, rdilai
than khong nga dugce. Taisao héom no thitc khuya? Tai sao bifa kia
day som? '

Khi cung John m&i budce vao ddi sdng vo chdng, nang mang
theo bao nhiéu 12 an 4i yéu duong. R6i mdi ching duong, mdi
khuc ré, mdi kho khan, nang mat ddn di chit it hanh 1y, cho dén
bay gid thi tay trAng. Ma mat bao gid, mat ¢ dau, nang khong thé
nho lai ré rang...

Nhirng Mary cling khéng nghi la John hoan toan vé td1 va
khong trach nhiém trong su thay d6i dangtiec nay. Johnda khong
théng cAm voi nang lai con tra diia lai bidng tho o lanh dam, d€ r&i
thd o lanh dam lai gy ra din vit cAn nhdn. Lau dan, Mary khong
4 ¢ dén thai d6 kho chju hay bat min cho John nia. Thinh
thodng, sur kho chju ctia John hinh nhir ¢on lam nang thich thu. Bat
gidc Mary ring minh va cdm thay nudi tigc. H6i mdi lay nhau, hai
ngtrdi thudng doan trurdc duoc nhifng so thich hay buc doc cia
nhau. Cai t& nhj trong su giao thiép phu phu @y khdng biét da méit
di tr hdi nao. Nhung roi Mary cling nhin vai, tu ch digu minh 1a
ché soi toc lam d61. Cude ddi nao chiang phai trrdng thanh, dam
mé nao chidng phdi mai mét véi thdi gian. Chi c¢6 dan dng, hay
ding hon chi ¢6 John 1a vé mdt vai phuong digén khong chju chap
nhén sir viec nay. Pan dng nhu con nit, rat khé chidu, chico khacla
con nit thi phan ting bing su 6nao,condanongthidinglanhdam
thd o d8 trd dila...

“Thé ma da ba nam réi, mau qua.” Cé ti€ng John ndi tit cita
bép thong ra viron. John dang md cita burde vao, tran lam tam md
hoi, mot chiut bin con dinh & ma, vdi vai ngon ¢d mai xén vuong
trén toc. Chang vira cét cd va xén cay xong. Mary dang biy hoa,
nging 1&n nhin John rai laicii xudngcdm ndt may béng hdng vang
vao chiéc binh pha I gifa ban. Pgi mot vai gidy khong thiy v bét
chuyén, John budc vao bép van nirée lanh udng. Chang dinh chui
d6i day tennis 1dm bun vdo cdi thdm gai & cita bép thdng sang
phong an d€ di vao voi vo. Mary da nhanh hon chang, I&n ti€ng:

“John, chui chan r6i hiy sang phong khach.”

John khong trd 16i. Chang thao ludn giay, va di dat vé phia
phong tAm cudihanh lang. Chang md ctta dinh tdm, nhung lai d8i
y. Phong tAm d3 dugc trang hoang nhu mét kiéu mau trong tap chi
“Home Beautiful”. May cai khan béng mau trirng ga mdi nguyén,
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goc co théu ba chi¥ J.M.W. (John and Mary Wright) 33 méc trén
canh cita bon tAm wr bao gi¢, Banh xa phong thom moi béc ndm
xinh x&n trén chigc dia sur ¢é vé hoa tim nhd. M4t chdu hoa nhd
cim dim bong hong vang va 36 mai cdt ngoai vuon dat trén ban
rita mat. Chang nghi Jane va Peter khong phaila khach la, khéng
chd doi maot su d6n tiép kiu cach. Nhung Mary rat ky ludng vé
nghi 1& tiép tan, ngay cd nhing bifa tiéc gidn di d€ thiet dai ban
than. Dung theo chi din cta nhifng sich trang hoang nha cita hay
sqvoir vivre cla gidi thuong trung hru, Mary bao gid ciling trang
dié¢m phong tdm ngoai hanh lang nhu phong khach vay... John
nhian vai di sang phong ngd d& ding nha tdm trong d6.

Nudc bong sen lanh ngét chay ao ao trén than thé lam John
tinh tdo va khoan khoai. John rat thich tdm nudc lanh, mét thoi
quen tip ti hoi nhd trong doan hudng dao. Chang tin la su kich
thich cia nurdc lanh dem lai cudng trang, BOng nhién chang d8i ¥,
van nudc choamhon, Mt chiit ngira & ¢ nhu mudn ho, nhdc dén
trin cdm d4 kéo ddng dai cd may tudn nay, tuy khong ning nhung
vin khong chju khoi hdn. Mot § nghi den tdi thodng qua, nhung
John lai tu tran tinh, Chac chi cim qua loa, diy dua nhu vay la tai
chang khéng chju kiéng khem nghi ngoi. Tuan sau chang s& di bac
si. Va tufin sau vdi mot toa thudc manh, moi viéc s didu vao diy...
R&i John vui vé nghi sang chuyén khac. LAt nifa 4n xong chang sé
rii moi nguoi di xem ciné, hodc néu tré qd, ca bon ¢6 the dung thé
hoi vien cua Peter di khigu vil ¢ cdu lac bo siquan hai quan. Laicon
hai chai ruqu tring cia Pitc ma chang gidu moi ngudi hom nay
ma&i lay ra dung. Nuoce béng senamap vinchdy do do trénvai trén
lung chang nhir mon trén dam bop cho tirng tha thit. John khoan
khoai, cai khoan khoai pht tang, sinh ly, trong khi the xac nghi
ngot ma dau 6c khéng nghi chuyén gi quan trong.

e
* Xk

The 12 ngay k¥ niém ba nam don vé California sap sita tréi
qua. Ngay mai chang s& bat diu nam thit tu cla doi sdng nhian ha
nay. Duyét qua su viéc dd x3y ra tir sangdén gio, chang ngac nhién
[ badng liet k& hoan toan khong co gi ddng chi ¥, Budi sang ngt
day, an sang nhu thudng 1€ vol vo. Hai va chdng gia ngéiddidién
nhau, yén ldng chdm rdi hudng hirong vi caa tach ca phé mdipha
cling nhu caian nhan thodi mai cia mdt d&¢m nghi ngoi. Changran
nghi xem dd ban nhiéng gi vdi vg. Ky khoéi chua, ngoai vige nhd
 nhau chuy@n hd binh sia hay hii duong. chang khéng nhd dugc
ma&t cdu chuyén gi c6 ndi dung dac bigt. Ca hai nguding6iddidign
nhau &n sang, trong ¢di an nhan cia cudc do1 huu tri. VAy ma ho
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huong cii an nhan nay mdt céach riéng ré... Nudc bong sen vin ao
ao chay trén vai trén lueng. R6i chang ran nghi tiép, vin khdng nha
duac chuyén gi quan trong, k€ tit lic an di€m tim dén gio. Mary
bén rdn sta soan bifa tigc nhd, Gi mady cai khan ban théu, udp hai
con thd, cAm may bong hoa... Cén chang thi xén lai vudon cd va
may bui ciy sau nha, mot cong viec thigét ra khong cin thiét, vivira
mdi lam ba bdn hém trudc. John khong thich bang ligt k2 trdng
trdi ndy. Chang ran nghi d&n tulin trude thiang trude. A may qué
chang tim ra r8i. Tudn trudc chang va Mary di choi Bingo vdi
Peter vaJane. Bingo l1a mot thit gidi tri khéng 61 hdi mot tri tug sic
bén, thudng duac t8 chire @ nhifng vién dudng ldo, hay nhi¥fng nha
throng cho ngudi tan phé hay ldng tri. Céch choi tua nhu x8 s3
hoan toan may rii. Phin thudng thudng la mét vatdung nhd nhu
cai guong cai lugce, banh xa phdng, hay it tién 1&. Nhung rdi John
lai d3i ¥, Bingo khong th€ coi la mdt chuyén quan trong duoc. Vdy
la cd thang qua, chang d3 khdng lam mdt viéc gi dang k&. Hai
ngudi chung nha o, chung girdng ngl, chung ban dn, ma sao
chdng ¢6 gi 1a chung nhau. Chang va Mary nhu hai cay cau tréng
gan nhau, moc song song thing tip dudidnh ndng mit troi, khéng
cdn tré nhau ma cling khéng ¢é gi trao d8i. Tham chi ciing khéng
ghét nhau nita. John rung minh khinhan ra la Mary vachang da ré
sang hai ngd tAm tu cich bigt. Ma tu bao gid? Su lién quan gifa
chiang va v bdy gio hoan toan trong khong, nhu ¢di hu vd, nhu
Niét Ban... Y niém vé Niét Ban chang chi goilén nhu d€ choichi,
muc dich khoi hai hon la te lu. Nhung né lam chang lién tudng
d€n mot su viec dang k& ma chang da thuc hién duoc miy thang
trrgc day.

Ho6m d6 chang vao thu vién timkinh Phat doc, phdn ranh roi,
phdn t0 mo vi may nha su Hara Krisna mét hém vira nhdy mua
vira ca héat theo diéu thanh la ndo bat, 44 bao viy ching & mot
dudng phd gdn phi trrong. Pay khéng phdila ldn ddu tién chang
tiép xic véi gido 1y cla ddng Chi ton. Ho6i thé chi€n thu hai khi
phuc vu tai chién trrong Migén Dign, Nepal, chang di co djp tro
chuyén véi nhitng mén d& cia Phat. Hai gid trong thu vién, tuy
khong tim ra duogc goc gac cia mon phai Hara Krisna trong nhirng
dang thitc khac nhau cuta Phéat giao,chang c6 dip 6n lai nhifng ky
niem GA Chau, vung dat huyén bi di ¢c6 hdi dnh hudng sdu dam
dén d61 sdng ndi tdm cha chang. Pao Phat va van héa Pong
phuong da goi cho chang nhi¥ng nét dic bigt cla tdm hén nhin
loai,va nhin cuGc ddi véinhiFng goc canh ma thud niénthidu d My
chang khéng bao gid nghi tdi. Chi ti€c 1a khi h6i hirong, qua ban
ron ddi ph6 va muru sinh, chang da khdng cé dip ddo x&ithem. Tai
sao khong chia sé chuyén nay vdi Mary? Triet Iy cua Phat lamcho
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chiang kham pha ra cd mét cudc doi maoi, hay ding hon mét goc
canh clia cudc d6i ma chang da bo quén. Chic Mary sé chdng d8i
lic ddu, nhung chang tin s& thuy&t phuc dugc nang. It nhatconcéd
¥ nghia hon 1A ngay nay qua ngay khac, sdng ma nhu da chét rbi,
khéng con chd doi tréng mong, ngoai viéc chuy€n cho nhau binh
stfa hay hii dudng budi sang trén ban diém tdm. Cao hing ching
nghi s& cung Mary trd lai Mign Dién, thim lai nhifng d&n dai,
nhitng phd phudng. Hay hon nifa sang hin An D$ 8 hanh trinh
theo v&t chan cia dang Chi tén, va tdp nhin cudc dditheo tAm mit
Ngai. Con bao nhi2u chuyén d€ hoc, con bao nhiéu chuyén dé lam.
Bi¢t dau trong th2 gidi ba ngan, chang chéng tim dwoc mot Nidt
Ban nhd, trong &6 Mary va chang s& gin giii hon.

The 1a chang tim thdy dudng séng, mot duong sdng ly ky, day
sinh luc. Nhifng nim thang gin day, chang d3 qué phi pham tudi
trdi, cam phén cta ngudi huu tri ngdi chd gia chd chét. John nghi
dén Mary, va con dudng sdng mdi cho cd hai vog chdng.

Chéc Mary d3 trang diém sira soan xong. Khoéng bidt hém nay
nang mic &o gi. Chang mudn chay ra 6m vg, chia sé vdi vo nhing
du dinh mdi cua minh. Chang sg viét sach, chang s€ lam tho, va
trong sang tac, chang s& @€ lai cho hau thg nhi¥ng cai nhin thim
nhulin triét hoc ctia dang Chi ton.

BOng John lai thdy ngia ¢ ¢8. That kho chju, nhung tulin tdi,
mot toa thudc cam manh cla bac si Williamson, moi viéc sé dau
vao ddy. Chang dang tinh tré lai nhi¥ng suy nghi tich ciyc mdi mé
cia minh. Nhung 1an nay, ¢d chang ngita mét cach théi thic,
khong dé nén dwroc. Khéng nhin ndi, chang 6m ngucho. Cévimin
min trong migng. Nhu phdn xa, John nhd nudc mi€ng xudng san
nha tdm. Trong tranh t8i tranh sang, dudng nhu ¢6 mau dd trén
may miéng gach bong, Chang vdi cti xudngd€ nhincho ky, rhung
nudc bong sen dd chdy trdi tat ¢ xudng cong... John ngung tim
vdi chiéc khin kho lau ngudi. Chang budc ra khdi bon tim, tién
d&n ban rita mat. Chang ngan ngt gidy lat r6i hdng giong, va ho
manh. Lai cd vi man man trong miéng. John nh8 vao chiéc khin
tdm vira dung @€ lau nguai. Hai tia mau nhu hai sgi bin nhé dai
ching hon phan tdy, mau d6 tuoi rd rét trong phan vai mau vai
bong trdng. Nging 1én John cham tran v&i chian dung cla chinh
minh trong grong. Nét hoang hdt phd phac trén b6 mit quen
thudc lam chang lang tiing quay di chd khac. Chang van bénnudc
rita médt va got cho phitang hai sgi mau. Chizckhan bong dé trd lai
mau trAng cii, va John cam thiy y&n 8n hon. Chang bat gidc nghi
tham:

“Vay ma minh sdp 65 tudiroi, mauqua. Cdm mdtchitld hora
mau.”
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Co tieng Mary goi vong vao :

“John, khiach dén roi.”

Biy gid thi John hoan toan trin tinh. Chang chai lai mai téc,
vd mic quin ao ra tiép ban.

11

Ngsi vao ban, John d3 phuc hdidugcsu binh tinh thudng 2.
Haily rurou khai vi pha ddm &4 gidp chang lén tinh thin. Hoimen
lam moi ngudi lang lang vui vé, trong khi nhén xét cia ho cling clin
nhut &i, Lic chang lay hat chai ruogu vang trdng ra, thi moi ngudi
d€u hoan hitan thudng. Nhu thudng lé, mon civet cia Mary hoan
toan thanh c¢ong. John 1ay mudng Ién tigp thitc dncho ban, va ngac
nhién 14 thay tay chang rat vitng vang va chinh xdc. Dudi anh bach
lap am cuing, thin sic chang ¢ thay ddi chit it chdc chdngai nhan
thdy. Ruou ngon, d6 dnkheéo, tinhbanddmam, Johnthiylong hd
hai, va hai tia mau bam trén chigc khan bong trdng khéng con dnh
hudng manh mé nhu lic ddu, H6i ¢con nhé dadnh nhau vdi ban,
chang chdy mau cam con nhiéu gdp may lin nhu vay...

Jane hotisay, ddi John k& chuyén viét vin nga}f xira cua chang.
Tai sao chang bt diu vi€t; va nhat i khi b4t d5u co’tén tudi, tai sao
chang lai d6t nhién budng but; a1 43 14 Nang Tho giy cam hing
cho chang; bai tho nao dau tay; bai tho nao chang thich nhat...
John vui vé 881 dap, va khichang sdp doc baitho Jane khin khodn
yéu ciu, thi chot nhan ra 1a Mary va Peter dd khéng con theo réi
cdu chuyén van but nay nifa. Mary dang k€ sy tich mon civet clia
nang cho Peter nghe:

“Hom ay & Paris...”

Tieng Mary vang 1én trong can phong nhd, khéng hdn li la
hét, nhung ron rdng, voi mdt chut kidu cich gia tao. Jane quay lai
nhin ban gai, ciu chuyén lai tré vé mdt dé tai chung. Va Mary k&
ti€p cau chuyéndu ky di ddm. Hémay, khi 43 mdicing tdn b trén
dai 16 Champs Elysés — chdc Peter con nhd, cai khodng giin cong
trrdng Etoile 4y ma -— John va nang vao mot tiém an ljch su, vira
d€ nghl chan vira d€ an téi. Tuy lic @6 con sdm, nhung hai vo
chong nghi cling nén dung bifa cho lgi thi gid; lat sau ho con ditau
trén sdng Seine d€ ngdm kinh thanh v& dém, Khéng biét vidoihay
vi diu bép gidi ma hdm d6 nang an rat ngon miéng. RSicao hitng,
nang dd lam dugc mdt chuyén hi httu. Mary 33 mua chudc dueoc
ngudi bsi d€ 1ay cai Recette bi mat clia méncivet. Saukhi 100 quan
trao tay, hin d3 di cho nang mdt to gidy day chi tiét vé cach ndu
mon dn dac bigt Phap nay. VEé nha, sau khi thém bat chutit gia vj
cho dung so thich rieng, Mary da tao duoc mét mon civet déc ddo.
Nang rdt kiéu hinh vé bi quygt niu nudng madi, cho dén mét hém,
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John tang nang mdt cudn gia chanh ma tinh co thdy ban dai ha gia
o mot siéu thj trong tinh. Tat ca bi quyét cia mon civet duoc ghi
chti ranh mach & trang 52, chi ¢6 khac 1a bdng titng Anh nén lai
cang d& doc. The la b6i Phap ha du khach M§ sat van, cong thém
vt 100 quan chign loi phdm. Va moi ngudilai vui cudi nhdn nhip.
R&i ho lai trao d8i nhi¥ng giai thoai vé su sdng suong cla tai xé va
dan chung Paris. Nhu d€ tém tat Peter néi:

“Nuwoc Phap cdi gi cing xau. Chi tru co do anvarwou la ding
k& Nguwoi ndo cing bai My, trie ¢6 mdy niF du kich khang chién
qudn hoi dé nhj thé chién la dé thuong. Téi ¢6 kinh nghiém bdn
thdn vé viée nay...” Va Peter lai gid v& ip md v& nhitng lign he
tudng trong v&i phu nit dja phuong trong nhitng nAm phuc vu tai
chign tnrédng Normandie. Nhu thudng 1é, Jane lai lam bd ghen
tuéng cdn nhin.

Tinh ban ddm am vuivé, nhung John van khéng quén ndi trian
cam dai ddng ctia minh. Tuy nhién chic khéngai d€ ydénvélora
cia chang. Peter van hon nhién k& lai nhing miu chuyén khai hai
mua vui cho moi ngudi. Mary vindéng vaiba chiinha duyén dang
t€ nhj, lic ndo ciing tinh ¥ khdng dé cho khach thigu du mot hdp
rugu, mot mdu banh mi hay mdt thia nudc sét. Nhung du tinh ¢
nang van chua nhin dugcndivutu ciach6ng. Chicé Jane, ngudi
n¥ y ta héi huu la ¢6 linh cdm mét cai gi bat thudng. Lat sau, lic
John dang bj am dnh vi hai tia mau détrén chi€c khin béng thi bit
gap Jane dang ai ngai nhin trdm chang. John hoi1lung tang vi Jane
nhu djnh hdéi chang chuyén gi. Nhung may min thay Peter 43 md
chal rugu thi hai va dang vuon qua ban d€ rét thém cho moi
ngu&i. RO1 Peter ditng day nang ly @€ chiic cho tinh ban duroclau
bén mai mai. Moi ngudi ning ly ditng diy theo. Peter 44 nga nga
say, tuyén bo:

“D& ky niém ba ndm da qua. Va dé chiuc niing ba mucoi nam
gdp toi...”

Moi ngudi cung ly, tiéng pha lé cham nhau trong tréo trong
can phong am cuing.

*
x

Nhung John bdng tinh rrgu. Chang thiy ban tay phai té &
nhu kién b6. R6i ngodn tay tré va ngon tay cai dang cAm chén ly
ruou bOng giat nhe. May mén cho chang Ia moi nguoi da ngdi
- xudng. Ngon tay trd lai gidt, nhung Iin nay manh hon, va rugu
song sanh trong ly. John sg hii tura canh tay trén mét ban, va datly
rugu xudng. Bintaycim ly cha chang nip bong binh hoa nén chic
chua ai thdy. Mary dang ngudée nhin Anh bach lap lung linh am
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cung. Cé I nang dang nghi dén “Hém dy o Paris...”, hay dang mo
mang dén nhiing bifa 4n ky niém trong tuong lai. Peter dang cdn
thin phét bo trén miu banh mi, ludi dao bac 1dp lanh 4nh nén.
Jane nhin qua ban nhu do hoi. John vé cing hoang so, nhung ran
tran tinh. Chang djnh gidu ban tay xudng gam ban. Nhung qua tré,
Canh tay phdi dd hoan toan tho4t khdi su didu khi€n cta 1y tri.
Nhifng déng tac bénh hoan bay gid di lan sang cd nAm ngén va cd
tay. Chang s¢ hai nhin ban tay minhty déng bop tha chiécly phalé
theo mot nhip dig¢u ma quai. Ruou chong chanh trong ly, nhu
mudn vuong vai ra ngoai. Bay gio thi tat cd moinguoinhin vé phia
chang: chin ly rrou bj ddp xudng ban theo nhjp tay run phat ra
mot didgu gd k¥ dj. Bay gio thi cac déng tac bénh hoan di leo 1&n
canh tay va bd vai. Canh tay bat than co lai, 13t 48 binh hoa va ning
cao ly ruoulén ngang tim méit moi ngudi. Tiéng curdindi 33 im bit
ttr Jdu. Moi ngudi nhu bj thdi mién bai ban tay ma quai dang bop
tha chigc ly pha 1&8 mdanh dé. Nhjp bop cang ngay cang manh va
mau, sau cung chiéc ly v& tan tanh. Trong can phong yén lang,
ti€ng pha 1& v& vang 18n nhu mdt bong déen vira nd.

“John, John, lay Chua. Ngung tay, John. Anh lam gi vay.”

M4au lidn ruou chdy chan hdoa xudng khian ban tring théu,
trong khi John tiép tuc bop tha chigcly vé. Nhi¥ng mdnh pha I vun
lao xao trong tay chang. Mary lai het len:

“John, John... Chia oi, John, budng tay ra, Anh dién réi...”

John van tinh tao, chung kign tat ¢d moi viec. Chang thay
Mary phia ban d8i dién nhao tdi dinh chup tay chang. Nhung tt
bén trai, Jane 43 lanh tri hon, ch6m qua ban ngan ban lai.

Pung luc 6, nhing d6ng tac bénh hoan bong ngirng. Chang
cdm thay nhu duoc gidi thoat khdi moét anh huong ma quai, va
phuc hoi duoc su ki€m soat canh tay bénh hoan. Changdudingdn
tay ra d€ may mi€ng pha & v& roi xudng ban. Mary da ngat xiu, va
Peter dang vong tay qua vai d& gif nang khdi guc xudng ban. T3t
ca su viec dién ra khoang mét phut.

Janechay tdi bat dendién lén. Bantay Johndd1om, va nhifng
vét dirt dang chay mau. Khodng gifa ban an, chiu hoa 48 nim
ngang, nirdc cim hoa ldn véi mau va reou vang, 1am 6 tirng mang
dn trén khan ban tring.

Peter va John nhin Jane nhu chd dai su gidi thich. Peter buot
miéng nor:

“That la quai dan...”

Hai ngudi dan éng thoang nghi dén nhiéng chuyén ma quy
huyén bi, thi Jane di binh tinh lén tiéng:

“Khong, day la mdt loai kinh phong. John, chic tay dau lam.
Peter, goi xe hong thap tu di, téi chay vé kigm it 36 cAm mau cho
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John trong khi chg doi.”

Il

John & bénh vién da dugc mot tudn. Truranay nhiFng két qui
thi nghigm cudi cung s& vé, va chieéu nay Mary va Jane s& dén
chang xuit vign. Dinh bénh nga ngii sdng nay, nang né nhu mot
ban 4n td hinh: John bj mét bénh ung thu phdi vdi kha nang phat
trién cip tinh. M6t $0 t€ bao ung thu da theo mach mau 1énndova
tao thanh m§t mun ung thu thit hai & ddy. Tuy con nhd chua gay
nén chuing xuyén diu thdng, nhung myun ndm & mot vj tri dic bidt
tai mdt ndo thuy c6 phén su ki€m sodt canh tay va ban tay phai.
Thinh thodng ndo thuy bj kich thich va tao ra nhifng con kinh
phong gidi han nhu d3 xay ra hom truede. Ruau la mot kich thich
td quan trong d€ giy ra nhifng bi€n ching nhu viy. Tuy kinh
phong ¢4 thé tam thdi ki€m soat bidng thudc men, nhung bénh gdc
viin tin tri€n @€ tao trong trong lai nhdng bi€n chirng khac, vasau
cing s& giét bénh nhén.

Con hai gid nifa thi Mary va Jane s& t&i d6n chang vé. John
nhin quanh phong bénh. May chau hoa tuoi bay trudc cita s8 va
trén chiéc ti con k& diu givrdng. Miy tdm thi€p cai nghiéng ngita
trén nhing canh hoa, hay d€ dua trén ban. Chang cAim mét tim
thi#p 1&n t6 mo ngédm nghia. Ky thuat dn loat tinh vi, va ndi dung
trinh bay nhe nhang. Hoi qua nhe nhang vdi bénh tinh cta chang.
Cé6 tdm vé mot ngudi b I8 di trogt tuyét vé chdn bj bo bdt dang
ndm trén givdng. Trén chiéc chan bot ¢6 ai ky tén nhi nhdng va vé
may qua tim nhd mau d6 ra diéu yéu thuong lam. Dudi dau gdila
hang chi¥ viét nghieng: “ Hen mua tuyét ndm sau, nhung phdi cdn
thin hon. " T4t nhién ngudi tinghoa, mua hoa bdng dién thoai nén
chic d¢3 khong cé dip dich than chon lira tdm thigp. Nhung John
thim nghi, chic c6 kiém cling khong tim thdy mot tdm thiép hoan
toan thich hop vaichang. Cé ailai in nh#ng thigp hoitham ma ghi
nhan nhng nany hay tinh trang tuyt vong cua bénh nhan. Tham
vi€ng 12 mot phin cia phép giao t& hing ngay. Ma di la phép giao
t& hang ngay thi khéong dugc qua rd rang qua trung thuc. Bat gidc
John nghi dén hang tram canh thiép tham bénhin hét hodc tuvong
tu, cho hiang trim b&nh nhan khac nhau trong nha thuong nay.
Sinh 140 bénh ti 1a chuyén rigng, viy ma moi ngudi van phai chia
s¢ nhifng tdm thiép d6ng dang, khéng tinh cdm riéng tu, khéng
linh hén, nhur quan phuc cla binh si trong mot dén linh,

T4t nhién hoa la hoa, va c6 hoa, phong bénh ciling vui tuol
hon. Vi chang thim cdm on nhing ban bé va Mary di gui hoa
dén. Lin nay nghi dén Mary, chang cdm thay nhFng xuc ddng ém
d8m ma 33 1au chiang khong c6. Chang bift da co thaoi gian Mary
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cling d8ng ¥ voichang vé su chongddidnh hudng déng hoa cda x3
hoi trén ddi sdng riéng tu cia con nguoi. Quathat, Marydaching
giip chang sang tac mat bai tho theo chiéu hudng 46 sao. John
nhd hoi 46 chang sdp cudi Mary. Ca hai con tré, va cd haicangtin
trgng o su dac thu cua tinh yéu d61 hika. Trirdc ho khéng ¢é ai yéu
nhau nhir viy, va sau he¢ cling s€ khdng c6 mdt cap uyén vong
tuwong tir. John lam bai tho vé mot thanh nién trong twgng ma
Mary dat tén 1a Jonathan. Mary chon tén nay vi n6é ¢6 mdt 4m
heédng Thanh kinh, ma lai gin tring vdi tén chang. Ciing nhir
John, Jonathan sdp cudi vg. Va ciing nhu John, va Mary hoi 4y,
h&n chdng su dong hoa cla k¥ nghé ddi vdi ca nhan, cing nhu su
xen lan cla xa hoi vao doi sdngrieng tr. Hin nhd me may cho vj
hén thé mdt bd ao ngt bing lua. Su viéc binh thudng nhung vo
cung ¥ nghia. Hom hop hon, lic dong phong khi cdi 40 vo, han
khéi phai thay nhdn hiéu nhd cla hang ““Sears & Roebuck Co”
khau ¢ phia sau 4o 16t. Trong lic thin mat tuyét dinh coa tinh yeu
461 Ira, hdn khdng mudn su hién dién clia mot ¢cong ty ky nghésan
Xudt tr may ciy dén dngcong... Hd1d6 Mary rat thich bai tho nay.
Trong bia tigc tuin trudc d€ k¥ niém ba nam don vé California,
John di k@ su tich bai tho cho Jane nghe. John cling k& cho Jane
nghe nhitng du dinh di tham lai Mign Dién vdi vo, voi mém lac
guan ve& cai sinh luc¢ mdi cho cudc ddi. Dudianh hudngcla men
ruou lang ling va tinh bdng hfudidmam, Jane ldy cailacquancia
chang, va doi chang doc to bai tho do d? ting lai Mary moét lin
nita. Chi co diéu 1a du tinh nhd 36 phai b6 dd vi Mary d3 hudng
cidu chuyén vé mot dé tai khéc.

“Hom d6 o Paris... Mary squ khi di b6 madi chidn o Champs
Elysés cho gan cong truong Eioile, da duoc dn mdt bita civet ngon
v lgi con hoc dwoc cd bl quyét d€ ndu mon nay mia...”

John thd dai, va vu tur lal tro vé vdi bénh nan y cia minh,
Sang nay, khi dinh bénh xong, bac si Williamson d3 tdi tham
chang. Day khdong phai 1a lin ddu tién dng phai bao tin budn cho
mdt bénh nhan. Tuy nhién John ¢6 cdm tuong 6ng da xic ddng
thirc su, tuy bé ngodi van binh tinh, cai xic déngcida nhdng ngudi
d3 hiu duoc nhi¥ng vdn d€ nhdn su ndp sau nhidng ti ngit la-tin
cia nghe y. Khi bac st Williamson to1 thi chang dangding nhinra
cita s8 ngdm may ngudiy cong cdt ¢d. Sau khi chao hdi x3 giao,
John vao d@ lién:

“Bac si, két qud thé nao?”

Ngudi thdy thudc gia khdng trd 161 ngay ma mdi John ngbi
xudng ghé. Bang nhitng 16 4n ¢dn nhung khéng Gy mi, 6ng cho
John bigt vé bénh tinh cda chang. John yén ling h&i lau réi hoi:

“Vay thi tr} higu lam sao?”
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Bing mdt giong chim rii, B.S. Williamson duy&t qua nhi¥ng
phuong phdp trj ligu hién c6. Nhu John dd doan trudc, hién gio
chira c6 phuong thude co thé dirt ndi ching nan y nay. Tuy nhién,
bay gid ti€n b vé y hoc d6i vdi cac bénh ung thu rat nhanh choéng.
Biét dau nhi¥ng mén thudc moi sé dugc cong bod trong tuong lai
gin. John c6 th€ chap nhan hay tid chdl nhing phuong phap tri
lidu 4 nghj, nhung di sao di nifa, bao gid John céin td1, 6ng vin
sin sang cong tac. Ong s tiZp tuc theo ddi bénh trang ctia John va
tly co tng bin vdi nhifng bi€n chirng trong tuong lai.

Khoéng c6 mdy may thuong hai trong 161 néi. John chi nhén
thdy su 4n ¢in cla ngudi vdi ngudi, va su chdp nhin nhing gidi
han clia y khoa. Tat nhién 14 ¢6 mét chit hy vong, nhung hy vong
ma khong ddi tra.

Cé tigng Mary va Jane lao xao ¢ hanh lang. Ho 33 tdi d6n
chang. John nhin lai cin phong bénh mét ldn cudi. Chang c6cdm
tudng 1a minh dd & day lau l14m. Chi cé mot tuan ma cude doi clia
chang hoan toan thay d8i. Chi nhit trudc chang con diy nhing
du dinh, nhi#ng k& hoach cho tuong lai. Con bay gid, bdn tam
chinh cta chang 14 su chét... '

Mary diy canh cita 43 hé md, va hai ngudi dan ba budc vao.
John d6n mit vo rdn troi cudi. Mary cudi trd, nu cudi héo hon,
méit nhin vita thuong x6t vita ling tang. Nhitng bign chuyén tuin
qua qua trong dai. Nang da bi#t k&t qua kham nghig¢m tir liic sang.
Tt bigt sinh ly sdp t&i, ma nang van chua sép x€p ddu 6¢c mot cach
8n dinh a8 cu xut vdi tinh th€ méi. Su bi ai dang xam chiém tim
h&n nang. Mia mai thay, John thiy trong hai ngudi, Mary lai cin
duvoc ning 46 an i nhidu nhat. Chang cdm tay vo khg noi:

“Mary, bac si ¢6 cho anh bigt r6i. Dirng budn Mary, 4¢n diu
hay d&n do...”

Trong d4u, John 1am nh@ng bai tinh toan rdt mau, kiém lai
nhi¥ngdu tr¥ tai sn, quy tét kigm, quy huru bdng, va yénchirdng
it nhat trong lai vat chdt cha vo ciing dugc bdo ddm.

Mary bdng chdp mét nhu ran kiém soat su xic dong. R6i
nang nic nd khéc. John 18y khan lau mit chovo. Janeciing ran an
Gi ban. Nang diu Mary xudng gh#, di rét cho nang mét ly nudc
lanh, r&i ng6i xudng bén. Jane dé cho Mary tiép tuc sut sui, ngéi
yén 6m ban, nét mdt an cdn tan tuy. Khi con xic ddng 43 gidm,
Jane mdi nhe nhang noi:

“Mary, téi ngdi canh day nay. Chj em minh ¢6 nhau, Mary
dirng sq...” '

John nhin lai hai ngudidan ba. Mary ngdi ri rroi, mat nhim,
d6i bd vai con nitc nd. Con Jane thi hoi ngd ngudi sang bén cho
ban ¢6 chd tira thodi mai, tay nang vong qua 6m vai Mary. Nhung
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ddu nang vAn thdng, va nét mit trong sadng binh thdn. Cé nét an
cin, nhung khdng h&t hodng bi ai. Khong ling ting vi con khoc
bdt thin cia Mary ciing nhu dinh bénh nan y ctia John, nang nhu
d3 ¢b sdn k& hoach td trudc d€ d8i phd véi hoan canh ndy. Chang
nhin Jane, ning chiu mit John ma khoéng ling ting quay di ché
khac. Qua 4nh mdt, Jane nhu dem lai cho chang mét quan binh,
mét niém y&n 8n. Nang nhu thim nhi:

“John, toi biét anh sdp ch&t, ma anh ciling biét viy. Chi cé
nhifng ngudi hdi hot vé ¢ thirc méi lam phién anh luc nay véi
nhing lac quan vu vo hay hy vong gid ddi. Toi biét anh nghj bay
gid khong con ai dam hira hen gi. Nhung riéng t6i, toi vAn hita vdi
anh mgt tinh ban trung thanh, va tdisé tin tdm san s6c, khianh cin
d&n t6i. Vi t6i cling hita v&i anh mét ni€m thong cadm vdinhidng
vu tir cta anh hic anh sita soan vé nudc Chaa.”

Bdt giac John cudi vdi ngudi ban gai dang an Ui vo minh.
Jane ciing cudi lai, khéng phdila mét ny cudivui, nhungincinva
chia s&. Chi moOt ngudi y t& linh nghé mdi bidt cudi nhu vay.
Nhung mo h8, John thdy c6 mdt chit gi dAm Am hon 1a mét nu
cudiy ta, mang lai mot niém &m 4 ma binh thudng ngudita khdng
¢é quyén chd dagi trong hoan cdnh nay.

John nhin lai ban. Jane gon ghé trong chic 4o vdi béng mau
trdng ¢6 in nhiing hoa hng nhd mau vang nhat, cé vai ld héngmau
luc non v&i nhifng ring cua ti mi. Toéc bii gon lai ddng sau, méi
thoa chit son méng; mot chit bat chi trén mi mit ¢é nhiing 16ng
mi dai, va 61 mit xanh. Khuén mat trang di€m khong qua dang
ma ciing khéng sudng sa. Nang ngéi thing, chan hoidudira phia
trrdre. Vat do xudng thdp hon ddu goi motchit, 8816 461 b&p chan
thon véi d6i ¢d chin gon gang. Toan th€, nang nhu hign than cla
str troi mat Janh manh. Jane trong tré hon tudi, chi c6 vai nép da
¢8 va nhifng nét nhan & dudi mit 1a nhic d4€n tudi gia cia ngudi nd
y ta4 huu tri. Chang bigt ca Jane 1An chang khong bao gio nghi dén
pham &i€u ran thu chin hay diéu ran thit sau. Nhung chang ciing
bidt giFa hai ngudi c6 mdt lign he, tuy khong dién ra thanh }di,
nhung ning hon tinh bé ban thudn tdy. John thay bot don doc
trong nhifng ngay cudi cla cudc doi.

Mary 43 binh tinh trd lai. Nang s6c fai ¢8 40, phui may n2p
nhin trén vat 4o, va ma vi stha lai nhifng v&t son phin di bj nudc
mét 1am nhoe nhoet, John kigm viéc lam d€ bét nguaong nglng.
Chang cii xudng budc lai day gidly. Sau ciing ho ra vé, John di gitfa
hai nguoi dan ba, tay xach chiéc va li nhd. Mary mudn xach hd
chang, nhung John tran an nang la viéc 36 khdng cin thigr, Tdi xe,
Jane mé& thuing xe cho John cit vali. R6ithannhién, nangdua chia
khda cho John va leo vao gh& sau ngdi. Nang nhudng ghe trudc
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bén tai x& cho Mary. Jane vin d8i d3i John nhu thudng 18, khéng
cO gi sdn s6c qua ddng. Mary ngdi bén chdng yén ling suy nghi,
nang hoan toan ling tung vdi hoan cdnh mai. Cling mét ¢ vdi vo,
John nghi d&n nhifng tudn nhi¥ng thang sép tdi. Khéng bidt Mary
s€ phdn itng lam sao véinhinglo 14ng, nhi¥ng 4p luc clia cudc sdng
bén ngudi chdng sdp chét vi bao bénh. Sau cliing John lén tigng:

“Mary dung lo ldng thai qua. Anh d3 c6 m4t ¥ niém rd rang
sau khi no1 chuygn véi bac si lic sang. Ching minh s& dua vao
nhau trong nhitng ngay thang toi. Jane 1a y t4, em quén rdi sao.
Jane s& khéng cam phién ma chi didn cho em nhi¥ng viéc phai lam.
V4 lai bac si Williamson s€ tiép tuc san sdc anh... Tudn tdi, anh s&
di thu x&p c6ng viéc cho gon ghé d¢€ em c6 thé lam duoc mot minh.
Nhi¥ng viéc nao em chua quen lam, anh s& chi din em. Minh con
nhiéu thi gid 1dm.”

Néi xong, John ngac nhién la minh c6 th€ ban vé cai ch&t mot
cach binh thdn nhu vdy. Mary dap 191, giong nang con vé:

“John y&n chi, em s& hoc Jane cach diéu duéng d& cham séc
cho anh. Cdt nhat phai git¥ tinh thdn cao... Khoa hoc bay gid¢ dua
ngudi lén cung tring con duoc ma... Biét ddu nay mai cha c6 mét
phéat minh quan trong. Bi¢t dau gio ndy ndm sau tui minh lai khéng
duoc di du lich vd1 nhau...”

Yén ling bao trim moi ngudi. Chinh Mary ciing nhan thay
nh¥ng l&i ndi ctia minh lac 16ng trong hoan c¢anh hién tai. Sy lac
quan ging guong nghe nhu mia mai. Mary tu trach minh vung ve,
va cam thay hd then véi Jane. Nang them mudn cdi kinh nghigm
dieu dudng cua ban. Ma cling ganh tj vdi su thanh céng cia ban
trong khi san soc John. Tuédn 1€ vira qua, khi John dang con xao
déng minh ligt vai hoan cinh mdi, chicd Jane la demlaisu yénén
cho chang. John tréng chd nhingldn Jane t¢itham viéng. Sy hién
dién cla nang dem lai cho John mot niém thu thai ma Mary khong
thé thuc hign duoc. Mary duyét lai xem c6 gi kha nghi gifa hai
ngudi 3¢ rdi lai hd then vi long ghen tudng qua dang cling nhu su
vO on cua minh.

IV

Ve d&n nha, John khoan khoai ddy ctta budc vao. Chang
nhin nhing d6 vit quen thudc, cam thay nhu minh vita & xa ve.
Ngay dau tién o nha binh ling tr6i qua. Hom d6 John di ngti sém.
Sang hom sau chang thikc giac, thay trong ngudi hoantoan khde
khodn. Mary di day tu trudce, va ¢éd miica phé mdipha td bépdua
len. John tdm nta r6i dn bFa diém tam ngon lanh. Chang thdy
minh hoan toan binh thudng va mudn lAm mdt viéc gi binh
thudng. Chang nghi d&n lam vuon va noi véi vo:
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“Mot tudn nay khoéng van d9ng, ti ting qud, Anh ra vurdn
ki€ém chuyén gi lam cho khudy khda day.”

John thdy bénh tit 43 bit 43u anh hudng d8n doi sdng. Lam
vird'n ma cling phai gidi thich véi vo, mét su gidi thich khéng bao
gid cin thit trong qua khit. Mary nhin chdng do xét:

“Ciing la mét ¥ ki€n hay. Luén tién anh tréng ludn ciy dao di,
d2 lau trong chiu chidc nd chét mat.” R&i nhu nghi lai, Mary noi
tigp:

“Tay anh con dau khong? Pirng lam qua sirc nhé.”

John tran an vo:

“Mdy chd tay dirt 43 in da non rdi, khéng sao dau.”

Chang b4t d4u bing viéc cit c6. John nghi thdm, cé Bermuda
la phdi cit hang tudn md1 dep. Tuln tdi, moi vigc ling dong mot
chit, chang sé thu x€p may vy tién nong cho ngin nip d€ dé phong
bit tric... Con bay gid, chang cht mudn lam mat vige gi chin tay,
a8 chit mo héi, rbi udng mot ly bia lanh... O, chang s goi Peter
qua udng va néi chuyén cho vui. Bac sivan cho chang udng bia ma,
tat nhién la véi digu kién digu 89,

John a4y may cit cd theo nhitng dudng thidng hang. Nhifng
ngon ¢6 mci cdt bj may ném rao rao vao thing hirng bing thiée &
phia trén. Ml ¢d méi cdt hang hing nhu kich thich gidc quan
chang. Nhitng chi tiét tAim thudng ciia dGi song hang ngay biy gic
tr¢ thanh nhiFng thu vui quy bau. Péau diy, c6 ai dang sita lai hang
rao g, tidng cua va tiéng ddng dinh vang lai nhu nh¥ng 4m thanh
thdn mit. My bui hdng ven vudn ¢d diy nu non, hita hen mot
mua hoa 1ong ldy. Vai ngon hoa leo ven dau moc choi ra ngoai,
chua ¢é chd bam nén con dong dua trong gid, nhifng bip 14 non
mau xanh nhat ddu canh bu bAm cidng nhua. Xung quanh chiang
cAnh vat d3y sirc séng. Chang tién tay cii xudng nhd mot cum cd
dai ngoai tim luGi haiclia may cdt cd. Mt vai bong hoa nhd mau
tim nhat con bam trén cong ¢d, nhifng canh hoa dai manh dé roi
toi td xudng ddt. John nhd dén nhi¥ng hoa cb dai clia mot thai xa
xura khi cude sdng con tré 1dm. HSi 46 chang khodng d6 tAm chin
tui sdng vdi cha me trong mot finh nhoé bén Pennsylvania. Cé cd
bé lang giéng kém chang ba tudi tén la Alyce. Hai gia dinh than
nhau, va cha me chang thinh thodng raé gia dinh Alyce cudi tulin vé
cin nha gd @€ nghi mit cda gia dinh tai ving qué. Ngéi nha gd xay
gin mot chiéc hd réng, mot bén la may réang nii xanh, va mdt bén
[a ndi ¢b bat ngat d€n tan chdn trdi. Hai dira tré thudng vui dua
chay nhdy tung ting trong cd dai cao ghn diu gdi. Khi 43 mét
ching thudng di tim bit mdy con ria ddt, hay ki¢m hoa dai hai vé
tirng bé cho me. Chang nhd hoa dai thudng thudng gidn dj. Phiin
nhiéu 14 canh don. Hoa hodn Em mdicd mdt bong canh kép nhu



Van Hoc 44

cAm chudng hay anh dao. Hoa hong dai ciing vay, béng nhé vdi
bdy tam canh hoa hodctring hodc phdt héng, dangdapgin gilii vdi
bong tra hon la bong hdng nha da dwrgc chon loc d0i ndy qua doi
khac. Nhungvditrituong tugngcia trécon, hoa daila cd mét kho
tang v gia, nhat la nhin gan trong tu thé ndm hay quy trén cé. Co
béng tuong tu nhu hoa clic hay hoa huong duong, voicanh hoa
vang chéi va nhi miu cam hay d6 dam, nhung kich thude thu nhé
ial nhu mdt chiéc khuy do. Co nhiing bong mdu héng nhat hay
thién thanh, dai hoa khum khum nhu nhifng cai chuéng nho treo
tirng chim dwdi nhi¥ng cong cong va manh khanh. Lai ¢cé nhiing
bong nhu hoa kén, nam canh hoa dinh vdi nhau phia dudi xo6e ra
nhu céi loa cia may hat c8. Tronglong hoa, nim cong nhi mauden
¢6 16ng mang, cong cong nhu nhj hoa phurgng véi tii phin nhd
nhu hat gao dinh ¢ phia cudi. Tat ca hoa dai déu khdéng cé tén tudi,
chl trir mot bong ma Alyce va chang da dat tén cho. D6 la mot
bong ciic dai canh don mau vang ¢& déng 25 xu. Nhj hoa hoiqua
kh8 va den nhir mot chdm tron bang than tau. Ca hai dia tré thich
béng hoa nay nhét va mot hdm choitro vo chéng,did nhinhoalam
con. HOm a6 Alyce ldy cai khin tAmquén lai va nhét dudi bung gid
vo lam ba me ¢6 biu. Xong xubi c6 bé nAmlantréncd, lambédau
ddn va tuyén bo da dén k¥ sinh nd. R6i nhu ao thuat, ¢d bé ludn
ban tay dudi canh tay ao rong, kéo tu nach ra mdt bong citc dai,
miéng oe oe vo khoc d8 bdt chude tigng chao doi clia tré so sinh,
Bong hoa da nghi€m nhién thanh mét hai nhi, khéng nhi¥ng duoc
nudi dudng trong thai, ma con duoc ra doi bdng nach me. Alyce
ldy mdt cdi 1a to bdn ¢ 1ong ban tay ngurdi lén, bé cong thanh mot
cai nd1va dat bong hoa bé bdng vao trong. C6 bé con xé mot miéng
khan giay nhd budc tréo ngang cudng hoa gid vo lam td. Bay gid
sinh nd xong chi con viée d6n em bé vé nha. John khuynh haicanh
tay nhu 1di mot chigc xe tudng twang d8 dén va con tir bénh vién
vé. Dat néi xudng, Alyce lam b niing nju:

“Honey, Anh dat tén con di. Con gii minh dep nhat xé6m.”

Hai dita bé tinh nghjch chdu ddu vao nhau nhin bong hoa nhé
bé dat gifa chigc 14 bé cong. Chic hoa ciec dai ndm nghiéng trong
chic ndi tudng turgng, vong nhj qua khd den lay va tinh thin nhu
méit mdt em bé gii dang ngudc i€n nhin bd me. Alyce lai lién
thodang:

“Cot kia, con minh téc vang ma méit lai den. Ca thé gidgi khong
¢6 al co6 toéc nay va mit nay. MAt no6 to va den nhu than tau...”

Cao hing John néi :

“Anh nghi ra roi cung, minh dat tén no la con Suzan, Black
Eyed Suzan. Ding {a con Suzan mat den.”

Alyce cuai tit, vd tay :
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“Puang rbi, Black Eyed Suzan, tén dep ladm, tén dep 14m.”

Thé 1a bong hoa dai c6 tén. Tuy nhign t&n nay chicd John va
Alyce bigt. Kh6ng sich thdo mdc hoc ndo ghi chli vé su ra ddicia
cé bé Black Eyed Suzan. Vdi nhiing ngudi it luu tdm d€n hoa cd
n6i chung, bong cuc dai voi vong nhj den qua khd vin khéng tén
tudi, hoang dai trong nhi¥ng ndi cé mién Péng.

Bay gid chicdon John nhd d&n tén hoa, “difa con gai ddu long
ctia chang”. Con Alyce dd quén nhi¥ng ky nié¢m nay tir 1iu, hodccéd
nhé ciing khong cho 46 1a quan trong m¥a. Chang biét chic nhu
vay, vi Alyce chinh la tén goi & nha cua vg chang, Mary Alyce
Spencer. Ldn lén, khdng biét vi sao, Mary bd tén dd. Alyce chicon
la chi¥ A, viét tit nhu mdot chiF dém khdng dang nhic dén.

“Mary A. Wright” John bdt gidc 1&m nhim t&n vo. Khong,
ngudi dan ba nay khdng con bin tdm d2n cai vui hdn nhién clia
cudc ddi mfa, va nhifng ndi cé diy hoa dai chi nhic @&n mét thia
thidu thoi qué mua, gin nhu thigu thdn clia mot gia dinh ha trung
lvu. By gid Mary ban bju vdi nhiing k¥ nié¢m huy hoang hon.

“Hém do o Paris sau khi mdi chan 1dn b¢ & dai 16 Champs
Elysés, khodng gdn cong trudng Etoile dy ma...”

John thd dai. Vuon cd cét gin xong, chang diy may xén cd
mdt 1in cudi cing doc theo vudn hdng, va tdt may. Tay do so mi
dai vudéng viu can trd khi chang tim cach thio cai thiung hiing dé
d8 cé vun vao bao rac. John x4n tay, va nhan thdy minh vincon
deo c4i vong plastic cia bénh vien d€ ghi cha 1y lich bénh nhan.
Khéng s&n kinh, John dura vong nhua 18n nheo mit ran doc:

“John R, Wright, #3356456. Apr. 23, 1920.............. &

Khodng trdng sau ngay sinh trén miéng nhua lam chang lién
tudng dén 101 ghi chi trén tdm mo bia cua nh¥ng ngudi sdp chét.
John dinh witt cai vong tay vao bao cé vun, nhung lai d&i ¥ kigén
nhét né vao thi quin. U8 odi chang tréng ndt cdy dao vao ch di
chon lura tit tnirdc hém di nha thuong. Khi mua xuan tdi hoadao
né, ngdi & phongkhachcéd thé thudngthicdugc hoa. Dat mém dé
dao, va chi chdc lat cdy ddo da duagc yén vi. Chang 48 thém nudc
vao gdc mdi, réirta tay sira soan vao nha. Cay dao kha lén,caodg
hai sdi tay, chdc mdt hai nim nia s& ra hoa. Nhung trong diu
chang, cai vong tay plastic phdng phat gidng tdm bia md ggi nén
nhing ¥ nghi den t8i. Viéc trong cAy mdi du tinh tuldin trudc, ma
bay gid 43 trd thanh lac 16ng mia mai. Chang biét minh khéng con
& trén ¢di ddi ndy khi cdy dao khai hoa két qua...
 (Cé titng Mary goi vong ttr trong nha lam gidn doan nhifng ¥
nghi bi ai cia chang:

“John, ¢6 thu tt Pennsylvania; nha ban dugec rdi, chdc 4 hai
thang nita thi ho chong tién...”
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John thd dai nhe nhdm. [t nhidt ciing cé mét tin vui trong
ngay. Can nha cil cia chang bén mién DPdng bd khdng tir ba ndm
nay bay gid di coé ngudi mua. R6i nghi 8n nhiéng thi tuc gidy té
phdi lam cling nhu vin ty v&i chd mai va khg wdc vdi ngan hang,
nhu phdn xa John ¢dm thay mét ning luc moid€sdn sing hoan tit
cdng viée trudc méit. Théiquen gidi quyét nhing vin dé lén nhé 83
lam chang tam thdi quén nhi¥ng siu mudn vé bénh tinh chét choc.
John chui tay vao 8ng quiin, r6i vao nha d€ nghién ciru nhifng van
kign ngudi mdi nha bén mién Pong mdéi gt sang.

\4

Hai thang sau, triéu ching cua bénh ung thu véi bign chiing
& ndo 43 rd rét. John mét ky trédng thady, quin 40 trd nén réng
thung thinh. Sau cung chang ciing phdi mua hai by mdi nhd hon
may sb d€ trong cho A& tiéu tuy. Chang van cdn tinh tdo va vin lo
ldng gidy to sd sdch lien he d€n viéc thu x&p tai san. M4t it ¢ phin
thj trudng chirng khoan phdi thanh toan, quy huu b8ng, bdo hiém
nhan mang, va td di chuc... Tuy nhién, nhing céng viéc chintay
nhu lam vuon, fia hoa, cdt cé v.v... chang chi lam ldy 1& d€ gidi tri,
phin con lai ¢6 ngudi d8n gitp hang tulin.

Nhi¥ng con nhirc ddu bay gid xdy ra gin nhu thudng xuyén.
Thudc men chi & mot phan. Ching kinh phong khong tai phat,
nhung cad Mary 14n Jane bét diu lo ldng. Co nhing thay d8i trong
cach cu xit clia John, tuy khéng ro rét, nhung kha thudng xuyen.
Nhiéu lic chang nhu ngudiding tri. Co khi dang ntta cdu chuyén,
d6i mit chang bdng thin thd xa vAng trong mot vai gidy ddng hd,
d€ r5i trd lai hoan toan binh thudng. Co diéu la chang khéng ghi
nhan duoc nhing su viec xdy ra trong nhifng gidy bat thudng d6.
Cau ngudi ta hoéi phdi 1ap lai chang mdi tra 161; nu chang dang
trinh bay mot ¥ ki€n, thi khi ti€p no1 lai cdu chuyén hai phin diu
dudi khéongdnkhop voinhau. Co hdm changra buudién hay ngin
hang lo céng vieéc, nhung trd vé tré hon thudng Ig, nét mit bo pho
va xa ving nhur ngudi mdng du. Nhung sau mdt vai gié nghingoi,
chang lai trd lai binh thudng.

R&i mat hém John 13y xe ditirsang. DPén trua chang khong ve
dung com. D&n mét gid chiéu, Mary s0t rudt goi sang bén nha
Andersons thi dugc bigt John khong c6 o d¢6. Nang mudn ndéi
chuyén vdi Jane, nhung Jane ¢6 viéc ra phd cling khong ¢é nha.
Mary mdt minh nghi ra mudn ngan bat tric cé thé xdy ra cho
chéng. Nang goi canh sat xa 18, nhung ciing khong ¢cé mét tai nan
nao lién can d€n John. Khodng bdn gid, Jane vé nha va vdi chay
sang thaim Mary. Hai chj em dang ban hét gidi phap nay dén gidi
phip no, thi John lai xe tré vé. John budc vao nha, toithdng chd
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hai ngudi dan ba dang ngdi va d6t ngdt hoi:

“Mary, sang nay anh r&i nha lac may gid?”

Ngac nhién, Mary tra loi:

“Khodng tdm gio, nhung anh di ddu dén bay gio mai vé? Ma
sao khong goi dign thoai.”

John khong trd 101, héi tiép:

“Thé anh cé néi 14 di ddu khong?”

“Khéng, anh chi néi la di c6 viec. Nhung ma sao anh lai hdila
vay. Di dau thi anh phai bigt, ché con...”

Thay John nhir mudn ndéi, Jane lién dua tay ngit l&i Mary.
John nhin Jane, rdi lai nhin vg. Sau cing chang chim rai néi:

“H&i nay anh hay quén moét cich ky la ldm. Hém nay khodng
36 hai gi&, anh bdng nhu mdingldthic day, chicod diéu la thitcdiy
trrdc quiy ban vé cha hing hang khong Eastern Airlines & phi
truwong Los Angeles. Anh khéng nhé da tdi day hoi nao. Nguai
ban vé tudng anh ddng tri hdilai 1a anh mudn di Pennsylvania nifa
khéng? Ky la, anh diau c6 du tinh di vé mién Pdng lam gi. Ma
khong bigt anh 1&n phi truong hdi nado. Ma tdi phi trudng bing
phuong tién nao. Anh tinh go1 dign thoai cho em, nhung trong lic
a6 khéng th€ ndo nhd duoc sd dién thoai nha. Saukhi lucsoat cac
tai anh mdi thdy cai phidu gii xe. Hoan toan nhu mdt con mong
du. Chic mai anh phdi di thim bac si.”

Pung nhu Jane phéng doan, bac si Williamson cho biét la
mun ung thu trén 6¢ khong nhirng d3 tai phat ma con lan rdng ra
nira. Bay gid né lan sang mét viing mdi ca ndo thuy, c6 nhigm vy
k# hoach nhiing chuong trinh hanhdéng ¢6 tdng hop. Khiléncon,
ngudi bénh thi hanh nhifng ddng tac c6 h§ thdng t8 chuc thanh
nh¥ng cong viéc kha phic tap ddy tinh ti ma tri giac khong he
bigt. Bign chitng bidu 16 gidng nhu mot con mong du. Tir nay trd di
John khéng duac tu do ra ngoai phd mét minh na. Hon ni¥a, chi
trit khi ngl chang cin phai c6 ngudi lién tuc canh bénh d€ phong
ah{ng bat tric nguy hi€m co6 th€ xady ra.

Nhan mot luc vAng mat John, Mary héi bac si Williamson:

“John ¢on sdng duoc bao nhigu lau nFa?”

Hdi xong, Mary nguang ngung citi ddu man mé vatdo. Bacsi
khong trd 161 ngay. Tuy khéng nhin, nhung Mary cling bi2t la dang
bj quan sat. Chéc 6ng ta dang lua ciu trd 101, Ciing c6 1€ dng ta
dang tim hidu cau nang hdi, d¢ xem trong d6 bao nhiéu 14 x6t
thuong va bao nhiéu 132 mdi mon vi nuéi bgnh. Khéng biét nguoi
bac si gia thay gi trong nang, vi thuc ra chinh ndng cling khong
phan tich n8i nhdng tinh cdm trai nguoc trong tim hdn minh nifa.
Sau cung bac si Williamson cham rdi néi;

“Riéng trudng hop John téi khéng th€ bigt dich xdc dugc.
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N6i chung chung, bénh tinh nhu vy thi @0 vai tudin tdi vai thang.
Chi c6 di€u l1a nhing ngay thang cudi cung rat dau don, doi hdi
nhidu can ddm chju dung cta ngudi bgnh cliing nhu ngudi nudi
bénh. Vdicon mit ngudithdy thudc, t6i nghi d€ John ndm lai bénh
vién trong khu nhi¥ng nguoi... khong cdon citru van duogc la mot
diéu nén nghi dén. Thu8c men ciing nhu vy, ma it nhat Mary con
duoc nghl ngoi gifa nhi¥ng gio thim bénh... Néu &€ John & nha,
Mary s& phdi ganh tat cd nhiing gian khd mdt minh. Ma thoi gian
ndy, nhu ciu cta John rdt nhiéu, vé tinh thdn ciing nhu digu
dudng, toéi s Mary khéng kham néi.”

Nghe bac si nhéc d€n nhifng nhu cdu tinh thin va vat chit clia
chdng, Mary cdm thdy mdt thay d3i quan trong trong tam tu. Bay
gid thi Mary hoan toan nhdt quy#t. Khong, nang khong theé décho
John ch&t mét minh trong dau dén gitta nhiing ngudixa la. Nang
ngiang 1&én nhin bac si Williamson va chdm rai néi

“John s& ch&t & nha. Téisé sansocchoJohn chodén khi Chua
goi anh ay.”

Bac si Williamson thoang td vé ngac nhién. Quen bigt vdi gia
dinh nay 43 may nim nay, éng ta khéng tudng turagng dugc Mary
trong phén su y ta cia mt bénh nhin dang hiphoitrongdau ddn
tan bao cta bénh ung thu théi ky chét. Nhung 161 tuyén bd cla
nang gon gang ranh mach, khéong d€ lai mot nghi van gi 42 ban cii.
Bac si Williamson nhin lai Mary mot 14n nda roi déng ¥:

“Nhu vay thi t8t nhit cho bénh nhan. Nhung bat cit lic nao
Mary cin t6i chuyén gi, xin ding ngai. Mai kia t6i s€ den tham va
ban vdi Jane v& nhifng k& hoach d€ giup Mary td chitc viéc diéu
dudng ¢ nha.”

Mary cling ngac nhi&n vé quy&t dinh cda minh, tit ngay John
dau dm, co mot caigidangsdng lai trongtdm hén nang. N6 ndy nd
din din trong miy tuidn I& qua, va viing day hém nay khi bac si
nhic d&n nhing nhu cdu cda chéng trong lic hdp hdi. Nang thiy
mot ngudn ning luc mdi chua bao gio ngd d&n. C6 18 sur tan phé
dau thirong batlucciaJohndavotinh gailén trong tim hSn nang
mot c4i wdc mudn rdt dan ba, tuy binh nhat tiém tang, nhung lic
cin c¢6 th€ minh ligt nhu mdt ban nang. Céi wdc mudn dugc gidp
46 che chd cho ngudi yéu. Trong ddu nang, hon bdn muoi ndm
chung sdng vo chong hién ra nhu mét cudn phim quay nhanh. Qud
that chura bao gid John that sur ciin nang. T4t cd nhifng quyét djnh
guan trong cho ddi chang cling nhu cho gia dinh, John dd lam mét
minh va da thanh cong. Va trong bdon chuc nam 46, nang nhu mot
banh xe thira, khong bao gié phdicham dat d chia sé gdnh ning.
Nang chi duoc dong vai to di€m cho cudc déi. NhiFng thing trim
cia gia dinh hoan toan tiy thudc vao nhitng ¢4 ging k& hoach hay
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muu tinh cia John, trong van phong tai xi nghigp, trong phong
lam viéc & nha, trong nhifng chuyén dithuong lvangchocongty &
nhiing thdi 46 xa la. B&n phin clla nang vdn ven chi con nhifng
chuyen I4t vat nhu trang hoang nha cta, hay &i theo John trong
nhiing chuy2n didu ljch hay cong cén tai nhiing noi ndi tiéng trén
th€ gidi, lrom 13t nhifng k¥ vit d4t tién hay la mit 88 1am d3u a8
cdu chuygn cho nhifng hém tiéc tung tiép tan.

Nhung bay gio John cdn niang. Khdng c6 nang, nhifng ngay
cudi cia John s& hoan toan den t3i. Khong, nang sé sat canh cing
John khi chang stta soan trd vé nudgc Chila. Va su sat canh nay cé
mét ¥ nghia d4c biét cho 461 séng vo chdng, ciing nhu cudc sdng
cua chinh nang.

VI

7t hém di bénh vign 13n tht hai, con bénh bién chuyén
nhanh chéng. Mgt tudn sau, John bj té li¢t nita ngurai bén phai.
Xuong s8ng lung cling bj ung thu tan pha va tao nén nhifngcon
dau tan bao. Trung tdm than kinh ban toa bj ung thu pha hiy, va
John hodn toan mit ki€ém sodt vé sur bai tidt. Tidu tien cling nhu dai
tién d8u cdn ngudi giup 86, va veé sinh tdi thidu cling khoé thuc hién.
Bac si Williamson va Jane thigt 1ap mot hé thdng hitng nudc tidu
bing 8ng nhira din vao mét tii ny léng, cd tam tiéng lai thay mot
13n. Con dai tién thi John phdi mdc td nhu tré em sosinh vay. Mac
diu nhi¥ng ¢d géng vé sinh tdida, cin phong vin ndng nli con sat
tring, mui tieu tiéu, mui nguoi bgnh. Theo 131 bac si va Jane
khuygn nhi, Mary don sang phong bén d€ it nhat khi mgt mdi con
¢6 thé ¢é nhing phut tinh mac.

Thdi khoa bidu cia Mary 13 |12 gioc mét ngay phuc dich bén
phong John, vira lam y cong vira lam y ta, Jane canh bénh giap
Mary khodng 6 ting mét ngay. Con lai 6 ti€ng, John ngii mot
minh. C6 chiéc chudng dién mdi ldp & ddu givdng d€ John goi khi
cap bach. Lic ndo khong san soc bénh nhan, Mary ran chop mét
vai gio hay lam cong vigc 1at vit trong ngay.

Chua bao gic Mary thdy bénh tit 8m dau chét chéc x3u xi
nhur vdy. Nhifng kinh nghigm cii ciia nang vé sinh 1do bénh ti that
hoi hot. Trudc kia cai chét chi goi cho nang nhing nha d6n diy
hoa, vdi thi hai k& mian phdn di duoc tdm rida sach s& macquinao
dep @€, c6 khi con dugc danh phan thoa son nifa. Ndm trén dém
satin trong mdt ¢d quan bing gb khéa d8ng danh bong con md
nap, ngudi chét tréng thu thai an nhan. Ba con bé ban quin ao
chinh t&, nét mit trang nghiém kinh ¢&n budc qua chiém ngudng
dung nhan ngudi thin mdt lin cudi, cd ngudi bd lai cd quan mot
bong cAm chudng nay mot d6a hdng hdm tidu cong dai. Nang nhé
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nhiing lan ha huyét thudng thuong dudi mot lum cidy bdng mat
trong nghia dja, gia dinh hay badng hfu ditng x€p hingbénngbimd
mdi dao, lang nghe mét linh myc doc di2u vin nhic lai nhi¥ng k¥
niém nhe nhang hay nhi¥ng thanh tich dang k€ clia ngudi di min
phin. Cho d€n biy gid cai chét ddi vdi nang thom tho sach s& nhur
chdn dém mdi d 16t quan tai. Cai bi ai triru trang nhur mot quan
di€m trit hoc chung chung vé kiZp ngudi.

Khéng ¢é nhifng binh nudce tidu phdi 438, khong ¢6 nhi¥ng ta
do phdi thay, khong ¢6 nhitng tdm than 16 161 vi ndm mét chd qua
ldu ngay mau mu c6 khi 14n 16n véi phdn hay nudce tidu. Cling
khéng c6 nhifng con dau nhu ché xuvong léc thit, va nhifng gide
ngd ning né 43y ac moéng véi md héi trém dim dia.

M6t hém, bac si Williamson d&n thim. H8t hodng vi nét mat
tiéu tuy ctia Mary, ong ta 43 nhéic lai chuyén dua John vao bénh
vién. John bay gid mé nhi2u hon finh, dau ¢6 phanbiét duroc d nhi
hay ¢ bénh vién... Hon nifa nhifng con dau bay gio quéa thudng
xuyén, mita d&8m ciing phdichich thuéc morphine, su sin séc datré
nén vo cung vat vid. Nhung Mary 83 quyét: John s& chét & nha.

Nhiing tudin 1€ d3u tién sau khi John bj ligt gird'ng vi ban than
bat toai, nang tudng di phai bd cudc. Nh¥Fng vat va thé xac qua co
cuc ma nhi¥ng xot xa tinh than con tram l4n ning né hon. Nhifng
tuin 4y John con hoan toan tinh tao, va ghinhdn rdrangtinhtrang
phZ thai bat luc cia minh. Moi ldn thay td hay I4p 8ng cho John
tifu tién, nang so nhat la nét mit cua chang, trong d6 su nhuc nhi
1An 16n v&i nguong ngung xdu hd. Nudc mit lung trong, 43 bao
1An Mary phai ¢8 gidng nudt xudng nhifng x6t thurong siu thi khi
thdy John cia nang, ngudi nam nhi khi phiach bay gi¢ tré thanh
mot thé xac 1& 161 bénh hoan, 18 thudc vao ngudi khac tr mubng
chdo tdi vién thudc. Lai ¢on nhifng con dau ma nang phai ching
kiZn, khi John cAnrangd€khdila hét, d6i ban tay nim chat, nhifng
b4p thit quai ham gbéng 1én va cung laimdt cich thdm thuong dudi
lan da mit nhian nhium v6 vang. ,

C6 nhifng hém nhu qua mét méi, nang nhin cai dié¢n thoaidiu
girdng ngd voi mot cam d6 manh ligt. Nang chi viéc goi bac si
Williamson, la moi thu thach, moi lam li nhoc nhdn s& tu déng
cham dut. Xe hong thap tu sé dén don John vao bénh vién, va
Mary s& ngd mot gidc cho d€n sang. Khong, nang sé ngd cho d2n
trira hém sau, mot gidc ngd khdng bj gian doan bdi tiéng rén xiét
hay nhifng nhu cdu cap bach clia ch6ng. Khi dad no giac ngd, nang
s& day an sang tré. Khong c6 binh nudec ti€u phdi d8, tad do phai
thay, va mun lo 16i trén lung chdng phdi ria va bing bé. Nang s&
pha mét bén nudc tAm vira néng voi ddu thom va sa phong bot d€
ngim minh va tin hudng trong mat vai gid cai xa xi cia su nghi
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ngﬂ:i. Va nang s& trang di€m va lén nha thuong tham chdng, ngbi
véi John mot vai gid ddng hd, mang cho chang it hoa va it sach
bao.

VII

Nern_g nang da khéng bd cudc. Can rang chju dung, Mary
mo hd nhu cdm thay trong cdicd ghng d€ san sdc chdngcod caigi vo
cung quan trong cho ca nang{dn John. Nang nhu linh cdm thdy chi
ran them mot chit gian khd nfa nang sé t¢i duroc mién dat hira vai
mot phdn thudng vo ciing quy gid chd nang,

Cai phén thitdng ¢ 83 d€n vdi nang sau mdt bifa thitc trdng
d&¢m. Hom d6 con dau cta John bit d4u hanh ha chang ti sau bita
com chiéu. Van c¢ai dau ché xuong 16¢ thjt doc theo tiy xuong
sBng lung. Hai bén thai duong chang nhitc nhdi nhu bj kim kep.
C3 ban toa cta chang nhu bj xiét chat trong mdt vong dinh 3¢
kh8ng 16. Mary chich morphine cho chéng, va John mé di, tron
chay su day vO cua bénh hoan trong gidic ngli nhan tao. Nhing
mun I¢ & lung va mdéng d3 nhiém trung va co th& chang nong nhu
mdt 10 Iita. Lat sau chiing kinh phong trd lai, {in d4u tien k& tir khi
kham pha ra bénh. Toan than John co quip diy dua nhu ngudi bj
dién giat. John trong me sdng dap chan mén 43 tung xudng d4t.
ﬁng din nudec ti€u tudt ra va virang vai trén d&¢m. Con kinh phong
vAn ti€p didn cang ngay cang ning hon. Nhi#ng v&t ring cén trén
ludi b4t ddu chdy mau xudng gdi. Gid nay, Jane chic di ngn say.
Ma nang khong gidm bd John d€ chay xudng bép goi dién thoai.
Thu hét can 42m, Mary nh¢ lai 161 Jane ddn va 138y thudc trj kinh
phong chich cho John. Nam phut sau, nam phut dai ddng dic,
John ngung giat. Can kinh phong chdm diit va chang tigp tuc thigp
di trong gidc ngd. Mary vao nha tam 1ay chan ném va quian 4o mdi
thay cho John. M4t gid sau, khi John 43 kho rao sach sé thi Mary
mét nhu 14 ¢i. Nang ngi thigp di lic ndo khong bigt. Nhung Mary
md&i chgp mét thi ti¥ng rén xiét ctia chéng lai ddnh thic nang day.
John ran xoay minh trén d¢m ¢€ tim mot tur th€ bdt dau. Mary @@
tay Ién trdn chdéng, thdy thdn nhigt vin hing hing nhu 16 hia.
Nang ldy thudc cho John udng, r6i chudom nudc da lén dduchang.
John van 0odn oai vidau dén. Nang nhin ddng hd: con hon mdt gio
nfa mdi dén gio chich thudc. Nhung khong thg chju ndi nita,
chang nhin Mary nhu van lon. Nang hiéu ¥. Bt tuidn 161 din cia
bac si nang 1y morphine chich thém cho chbng.

Mary ngéi bén givdng nhin chdng trong con mé, gidc ngl vat
va n3ng né. Nang bi#t dau dén van con theo dudichdng trong gidc
ngt. Ting hbi,John lai G4 & mé sdng, hai ban tay ndm chat, nhi¥ng
b4p thjt & ham gbng l&n, va md hdi trom lai 48 ra ddm dia. Mary
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thdn kinh cang thdng, cham chi quan sat chong, chia sé tirng nhip
thd, tingnét nhan cia ngudichdng dang hap hoi. Nangdau chung
v&i chdng va tdm hon nang khic khodi theo ddi tirng thang trdm
cla con b2nh. Nang cdm thay nhu cung chdng trong mdt con
thuyén nho gifa bdo td, ma nhing con dau dén day vo cia bénh
hoan la nhifrng trdn cudng phong. Su chia sé hoan toan va thdm
thiét.

Gin sang thi John bitdaungl yén. Mary cling ngad nguditrén
gh# banh gidi lao. Bio t8 da qua roi, ¢ nang ciing Johnduagc phép
nghi not gidy lat. Ho 83 vurgt qua dugc nhiing ngon séng cao nhat
va ¢6 quyén cho dgi mét chit yén 8n, du 1a tam thoi.

Nét mat John thu thai, va hoi tho tro nén déu hoa. Bén ngoai
trdi gin sang, mau hong nhat pha chiit mau xam xuat hién trén
chin tr&i phia d6ng, ngang dinh may ngon ciy. Trong phong hoan
toan yén lang, chi co tiéng ru ri nho nhé ctia may loc dudng khi, va
ti€ng thd déu hoa cia John. .Nang luén tay dudichidn tim bantay
chéng. John vin ngd ngon, nhung nhu phan xa, chang kh% ndm
tay vo. Pa lau 14m John khéng ndm tay nang nhu viy.

Nang d3 sdng mot dém vdi chdng, mét dém dai va vé cung
thin mat. Nang &3 nghi d&n John tirng gidy tirng phat trong sudt
mudi tiéng ddng hé qua. Tdt ca hudng vé John, d€ san soc, d€ gidi
phdng cho chang khoi kim kep cia con dau. Nang ngac nhién mot
cAch sung sudng la nang c¢6 th€ vj tha nhu vay, 13y vét va lao luc
cta chinh minh dé mua duoc su an nghi cho chéng. Manangciing
sung sudng ngac nhién thay minh c¢6 nhiéu quyén han, nhiéu bdn
phan trén doi, va hanh dong ctia nang 10i quan trong cho su an vui
clia ngudi khac. Nang thay tran trésinh luc, va nhan lanh caiganh
ning cua nghia vo chong mdt cach kiéu hdnh va sung sudng.

John vin thiem thi€p ngt nhu d€ phuc hoi laisut mét nhoccna
nhifng con 4c mdng vira qua. Nang vén lang ngdm chéng. TAm
than bi bao bénh tan pha da gay 6m mét cach tham hai dudi lan
chin mong. Nhung khuén mat John hoan toan thu thai, thu thai
nhu mot bdu trdi quang ding sau phong ba. Mary biét John sép
chét. Cai thu thainay nangchithay trén mat nhing ngudisip min
phin, di trd lai cho cudc d&i nhitng ddu vét nhoc nhin cla than
th&. Nhurng Mary khong thdy bi ai trong long. Dan da ty bao gio,
nang A3 chap nhan su sdng chét. O tudi John, cé chét ciing khéng
thé goi la y€éu ménh dugc...

Bait giac nang nghi d3n mdt bd mat thu thai cha John gdn bdn
muoinam veé trudc, budi sang sau dém tdnhén. Hoém d6 nangday
trude John, va chang ciing ngd ngon va an lanh nhu bay gio. Hbi
a6, cudc séng con tré 14m, nhan thé chua kjp d€ lai nhocnhin trén
mat chang.
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Rd&i bdt gidc, nang thdy su gidng nhau gifa d&m tan hdn vdi
d&m hdp hdi vita qua. Chua bao gid nang sdng gin gl véi John
nhu hai d&m d6. Lién he khéng th€ nao con mat thiét hon ni¥a, bao
gbm tir tim hon d€n phi tang... .Khéng con chuyén gi & ngoai gidi
dang luu y nifa, nang va John la trung tdm cta vii try, sdng vi nhau,
sdng cho nhau, trong hanh phic ciing nhu thuong dau...

KV nigm dém tdn hdén lam Mary nhd lai bai tho vé Jonathan
véi bo 40 ngili cia vo mdi cudi do me chang tu tay mang ting, Va
nang cling nhd d&n cdi 4o ngd cha chinh minh hom tan hén ciing
nha may, nhu mot cdm hirng tir bai tho cia chang. Tronglongdao
dat yeu duvong, Mary nghen ngdo mudn khéc. Vi nang nhé lai
nhi¥ng ky niém tho du bén mién Pong khi John va Mary ldn I&n
nhu hai tré hang xém, nhi¥ng hom hai gia dinh di cim trai, nhing
ndi cd ddy hoa, vdi bong clic dai “Black Eyed Suzan”,

CA nh#ng chuyén ma tir trudc d€n nay nang mudn 14n trdnh
ciing l4n lwgt hién ra. Nang nhd dén lan John gidi ngii sau th€ chién
tht hai ti Mién Dién tré vé. Tinh yéu tam thdi gian doan vi chigén
tranh, 48n khi ch&p ndi lai cdn ddm da hon xwa. Tuy nhién, sur thay
d8i cta John 1am nang mo hd sg hdi. Tt nhiing mién xa ving
huyén bi cia phuong Dong, John di mang vé nhifng nét mdi la
trong tam hon cling nhu van chuong.

Tuy John thanh cong ruc r& voi nhiing van tho dy, nhung cd
tAm hdn lAn van nghiép cta John lam nang lo so.

John td nh¥ng ndi ¢d bao la ven nhi¥ng trién d6i chan nhi Hy
M3z Lap Son sau mdt tran giao tranh, khi ti€ng sung cudi cing di
ngung. Thién nhién nhu v tinh véicdnh binh dao xuong maucia
nhan loai. Troi vin xanh biéc véinhiing cum may tridng. Chim son
ca vin hot trong canh d5ng ¢d dai va gio hiu hiu thdi nhur mang cai
mat t nhifng kh3i bang son gln xa. Hoa dai né day déng cho dén
tan dinh d5i. Co nhitng béng a phién dai, hoa bing ban tay, cAnh
hoa manh dé nhu lua vd mjn nhu da mét trinh n¥. Hoa nd tung
birng phd trrong mau sic. C6 bdng vang long lay, c6 bong mau
thién thanh, ¢ bdng mau tring... va c¢6 bdng mau d6 tuoi nhu
mau, 1An16n véi nhi¥ng v&t thuong trén nguc trén lung chanhi¥ng
tir si dang ndm la Liét trong cd dai.

John ta nhi¥ng ngdi dén hoang ving trong rung gia Népal ma
chang tam dirng chdn m ot chiéu hanh quin, véinhfng mon dé cia
mot dao huyén bi ngdy dém tung niém chiém ngudng vé ¥ nghia
ctia cudc doi va su doa diy cla ching sinh. John k€ lai viéc hanh
ngd mot nha su khd hanh tai mdt ngdi chiia ma chang lac d€n sau
mdt trin danh cam go. Vj su gia ngdisin & cdngchia dgichang.
Trudc su ngac nhign, ngudi chi 6n t6n nhic d€n ndi tién duyén vdi
chang trong mot nghiép chudng trudec.
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John ciing ta cai diing k¥ la cia nhifng ngudi linh Nhit bai
trdn 1am 1€ Harakiri d€ ta tdi véi Thién hodng. NhiFng ngudi
Samourai cia the ky tht hai muoi, ngét nghiém chinh hudng vé
P6ng Kinh, tur phanh thdy bing kiém bén trén mit con ny cudi
min nguy2n. John khong luu tAm nhiud€nsu trung thanh clia ho,
nhung chang mé say tim hiu va ¢d gdng mod ta nhing néttim hdn
xa la, nhng cdm quan vira bén nhay viratan nhin d2n phii phang,
khi ma khoai lac da lan 16n cing dau ddn 1ot 40 cda nghi 12
Harakiri,

John d3 1am cho nang so hai. M6t mat, John vdn1a John clia
thud nao, sdnsanghdi nhap véidaoisdng trung luu clia mot thjtrdn
nhd vitng Déng My. Mot mit khac, chang da thay ddi, mang thém
nhiing nét huyeén bi va xa ving. TAm hdn chang nhirr du lich &
nh¥ng tinh cdu khac mdi khichangnhd lai nh¥ng k¥ niém phuc vu
tai chign trudng A chiu.

Viy ma dnh hudng cia nhiing suy tr xa fa dy lai dem t&i cho
sang tac cia chang mot nét doc ddo, mdi mé ma moi ngudidang
chd doi. Va nguoc lai, thanh c6ng vé su nghiép van but lai nhu
khuyén khich chang tr& vé nhiing chan troi xa la d6.

Niang thdy vain churong cta chang la va dep, nhung la cai dep
ciia mot tinh djch. Va trong tiém thirc, nang da nhat dinh tranh
d3u. Cudc ddi d3 giup nang rdt phiéu trong su tranh ddu nay.
Nhi ng nhu cdu vit chit hang ngay, nhit 1a sau khi nang sanh con
d6i hoi nhifng cung ttng ma vin nghiép chang khéng hodc chua
dem lai dugc. Luong nha gido khoéng cho phép John, vdi vg va
mdt con, c¢o thé thu tha tim hitng d€ viét van. The r61 John kigm
thém viéc ban thdi gian tai mét ngan hang. Dan da chang bd lubn
day hoc va lam hin cho ngin hang. Théong minh, John rat thanh
cOng trong nghé madi. Va sau nhifng thing tién ddn dap, chang 83
dat duoc nhiing chitc vi quan trong c¢6 anh huadng qudc gia hay
qudc té. Poi sdng hoan toan thay d8i. Hai vg chdng ¢o dip du lich
tham viéng nhdng thu dé danh ti¥ng trén the gidi, hoic nhan djp
cdng can hodc thudn tiy giai tri, Cudc doi ddnddp va Johnsay me
d3i phé véi nhing thit thach clia nghé nghiép. Va chingsao nhing
van chuong, thinh thodng ¢é cdm bt lai nhung khéng bao gio
nghi d&n chuy&n xuit ban.

Nhung Mary khéng hoan toan th&ng trin. Nang d3 cudp
duroc John tir vin bt thi lai madt John cho thé gidi tién té ngdn
hang. Tuy nhién su mdt mat nay d& chdp nhin, vind la théng 1é cha
xd hdi xung quanh. Mary tim duogc rit nhiu gidi tri va an ai ti
nhifng nguoi vo cua cic dong nghigp cia chong. Nam nay qua
nam khac, Mary sinh hoat binh thuvong nhu vo mdt ngudi kinh
doanh thanh céng. Cong vieéc nhat nhZo, ban ron phi phiém,
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khéng bao gio doi hdi ¢d ging, hy sinh hay suy nghi. Tuy nhién,
nang khong nhidn thay cai trdng trdi ctta cudéc ddiminh cho d&¢nkhi
John vé huu va don vé cai khu phd ma din ching phin d6ng con
con nhd hoc miu giao hay tiu hoc. Thinh thodng, John nhd lai
nhing tham vong d& dang vé van nghigp, hay nh#ng ky niém xa
x0i hdi phuc vu tai A DPong. Nhung Mary bao gio cling lai ciu
chuy&n vé phia khac. Cai sg ban daucua nang vaiviing vin hda xa
la Ay vin con tiém tang trong ngu di. Maicho d&n bay gid, gip lai
John trong cai dau thuong hdp héi cla chiing bénh nan y, Mary
mdi ¢6 dip nhin vao nhi¥ng goc canh dic biét cia tam hdn, Nhitng
hom canh bénh, Mary 13y nhiing tdc phdm cua John ngdi doc.
Nang ngac nhién 1a khéng phdi nhifng wu tu ndo cida John ciing
huyen bi xa la. Mangay ca nhi¥ng y niém trudc kia nang coilaxala
mdt cach de doa, bay gio bdng trd nén it nhiéu quen thudc. Miy
thing gin 44y, ngay ngay chiase caidauddnctia John trén givdng
bénh, Mary thoang thay nhing nét mditrong chinh tdm hén nang,
nhifng nét c¢6 chit gi phdng phit lign h vdi cai triru tuong ma
John mang vé tit nhdng chan troi xa la huyén bi...

Nang thay x4t xa chdng mot cach dac biét. John bao gid ciing
ay nay vi Mary da khong cé dip dugc phat trién hoeian toan. Con
nang da qud quy?&t wr 1au dung nhing muu tinh rit dan ba tuy thy
dong nhurng rdt higu nghiém d€ 1di John xa rdi nhing diéu chang
mé thich. John cho 12 nang da hy sinh cdi may mdnd€tré thanh d¢
nhat ddo nuwong Vi Poan New York cho hanh phuyc gia dinh. Thét
ra Mary nghi cai quygt dinh d6 khong hdn la mot hy sinh bdng bt
ma dua trén nhiFng tinh todn k¥ cang. Nang biét hy vong vuot qua
duoc ban k&1 rdi chung k&t rdt méng manh. Ma ut 46 d&n chd ndi
ti€ng laila chuyén khac, Va lai du thi & New York 36i hédi cd thdng
in & rong rd, mot tdn kém ma cha me nang khong kham néi. Ngoai
ra, luc d6 John da sdp thanh c6ng, va néu d2 John viét laich 46 mdt
nim nia thi nang s& hoan toan mat John cho su nghiép van
chuong. Khéng, nang khéng nghi la hy sinh.

C4i hy sinh cia John mdithétla cao quy. Mary biét chang viét
vai tdt cd linh h6n. T4t nhién khi d8; nghé, chang 43 thanh céng
trong thuong truong, nhung cai thanh cong d6 nhu k&t qua phai
¢6 cia mot ngurdi théng minh ma chju khé lam vige. N6 thanh cong
nhu mdt hén nhidn s§p x&p, con mdi tinh diu cua John bao gio
cling la van chuong.

John vAn ngl yén, nét mat thu thai thanh binh. R6i trong mo,
chaing mim cudi. Mary té mo khong biét John 43 mé chuyén gi.
Nang mudn nghi John dang mo t&i chiéc 4o ngl ma anh ching
Jonathan nhd me may cho vj honthg, hay la con bé Suzan mit den,
hay |14 vii hai bing ddng... Nang mudn hén John, nhung laisg danh
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thitc chdng day. Khong, John cit viéc ndm mo nita di. TAam hdn
nhu nira tinh nira mé vi mét mai va thiéu ngd, Mary tudng tuong
nhu cing John dang vé thim nh¥ng suon d6i ven channii Hy M
Lap Son la ligt nh®ng xac td si vai nhing V&t dan trén nguc trén
lung nd hoa mau d3 thdm [dn16n véinhiing béng 4 phién daicung
mau. John cling dan nang vé tim lai nha sur trong ngdi chtia hoang
ph gifa ring gia Mién Dién. Karma, hay ti€n duyén s& cho hai
nguoi tai ngd mot 1an n¥a... Va nang cén theo John trd lai can [u
tu 1énh bd hoang cia mét chidn tran xua cii, @ kinh cén sita soan
tang 12 cho ngudi si quan bai tran nim trudc dd md bung d8 1a ti
vdi Thién hoang.

Ning khéng ¢én so cdi xa la huyén bi trong tAm hdn John
nifa. D&m qua, nang da thady mét chan Iy maoi. Trong cai dén dau,
chét chéc, cude doi vin nd hoa. Tatca nhing gidc quan cung cdm
giac cua con ngudi chi khac nhauv trong cedng dd binh thudng cta
441 s6ng hang ngay. Néu that tinh yeu nhau, that tinh chia s& vdi
nhau nhu John vG&i nang trong dém qua, lo 4u hay an nhan, siu
mudn hay hé hdi, khoai lac hay dén dau, khi nang dén t6t dinh sé
khéng con phin biét nFa ma hoda 1an trong mdt nigm thong cam
tuyét véri. Linhhoncia ca John lan nang nhu thoat xactaycamtay
nhin lai hai cugcddidugc gdn bo véinhau nhu keoson bdngtat cd
rung ddng clia cam quan o mot trinh 46 t4t clng.

Mary thay chéong mat vi nm¥ng ¥ nghi bt thudng ctia minh.
Th# xédc rd r&i thin kinh cang thdng trong mudi ti€ng lign tiép A4
tao nh@ng nhan djnh léch lac trong timhén nang. Nang thdy minh
nhe nhu mot chige 14 choi voi trong nhng trin gio trii nguoccla
linh hén. M{t mat nang ran tr& vé cai khong gian ba chigu viing
vang an ninh cta d¢i sdng hang ngay @€ ra khdi cai xoay nudctim
hén k¥ la ndy. Nhirng mot mat khac ning vin mudn budngtha, dé
tan hudng nhifng cam giac chua bao gid thiay, nhifng vién 4dnh,
hoan toan mdi la trong do6 co su sdng, su chét, khoai lac, dauddn,
Thuong a2 va Thién dudng.

Liuc ndy nang so sanh dém qua v&i d&€m tdn hon. Nharng bay
gid nang thdy su viéc rd hon. Khéng, d28m hém qua diy du hon
dém tan hén nhieéu. Nghicho ciing caichia sé tir phu tang d&n tAm
hon ctia d8m tAn hén dau c6 tham gi véi nhdng gid phit vira qua
gitfa John v&inang. Trong dém tan hén, ca John va nang ngup lan
trong dam mé va say ddm. C3 hai ngudicling ban rén nhan dén cai
hanh phic & hé ctia cudc sdng, chim ndi trong mé ly ma khongcon
dip sdng vdi nhau bidng tam tu. Pém tan hdon, béncanh hanh phuc
trudc mat, nang vin con so hdi vé tirong lai. Bénh canh céii con
ngudi dang yeu ma nang say mé van con tiém an mot ké xa la vai
nhéfng wu tu mang vé tir chét choc chigén tranh va huyén bi cla
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nh#ng chédn troi xa la.

Pém qua John hoan toan ctia nang, tir ngudi doanh thuong
cad quyét va thanh cong cho d€n nha van vdi nhifng uu tu, khic
méc. |

Thé xac rd réi vi mét nhoc chdng chit tir miy tudin nay, nhung
tinh thin nang lang lang sdng khoai nhu dang Iénd5ng. Nang thdy
nhu ¢6 mot hg thdng gidc quan mdi véi khd nidng sidu hinh a8 di
sdu vao tAm hdn ngudi yéu dang thiu thiu ngu.

Chim chéc ngoai vudn da thirc gidc va tiu tit trén nhifngngon
cdy. John cuya minh-va thic gidc. Nang biét John s& rdt finh téo
sang nay. Ngudi sp chét bao gid cling tinh tdo, mén qua cudi cliing
cla Thugng d€ cho ngudi sép trd lai nudc Chia. Chang mé mét
nhin Mary va mim cu¢i, nu cudi nhe nhing. Mary nhin chdng va
hdi:

“Anh vitra ndm mo phadi khong?”

John nhin nang hién tu, khe gat diu:

“Anh ndm mo tim lai dugc 461 vii hai cha Mary. Anh thayd6i
gidy ddng xinh x4n ndm bé&n con dudng xe lita xuyén lyc dja, bén
canh nhiing manh thing gé vé nat.”

Mary mim cudi nhin chdng va néi:

“Em con biét anh con ndm mo thay cdi 4o ngll cia me choem
hém cudi nira.”

John yén lang nhin va, ban tay chura bj té ligt cia chang van
con ndm tay Mary.

Sau cung John nou:

“Anh bidt r6i, d8m qua tui minh c6 nhing gidc mo chung...”

Giay lat sau Mary héi John:

“Pobi khong, em don di8m tam cho anh an.”

John l4c d4u ti chdi, va Mary ciing khong ép. Lat sau Mary
lai héi chdng:

“Em chich thudc Morphine cho anh nhé?”

John mim cuéi nhung vAn c dau. Yen 1ang mot 1at John lai
noi:

“Anh h&t dau tir 42m qua. Em d3 goi dién thoai cho Tom
chua?”

Mary gat diu,

“Téi nghiép thing Tom, tu khi anh dauné baydibay veé titcd
bdn I3n rdi. Anh ¢6é cho né xem tat cd nhifng gidy té quan trong.
T4t cd nhing cdng viéc phadilam anh clingda choem hay miy tuin
qua. Anh c6 viét mat ban tém tit nhifng din do quan trong d¢é
trong ngin kéo ban gidy cung chd v&i ban chic thu. Tom né ciing
c6 mot ban sao tai litu anh 4% trong ngin kéo rat iy 84. Anh bid¢
hém nay anh s& &i..." '
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Mary 13y tay d€ 12n mdi John. Nang khong phu nhin su thit,
nhung ciing khong mudn nghi d&n su chia tay. LAt sau, Mary lai
hdi chdng:

“Em lau minh cho anh nhe.”

“Hom nay thu thd d&, 1at nifa anh s& nho Jane vigc d6. Mot
lin cudi cung, Jane khong phién dau...”

Mary nhin John gidy lat, rdi noi:

“John, chiu em chuyén nay nhé, mét Iin cudi cing théi. O
vdiem thém vai gio nFa di. Jane sip sang thay em tréng nomanh.
Em c¢6 viéc quan trong 14m phdi ra phd. Pqi em vé rdi hdy di.”

John mim cudi nhé nhe gat diu. Lat sau chang khg ndi:

“Cho anh xap giay va cdy bt chi, anh c6 chuygn mudn viét,”

Mary lam theo I&i John. Lat sau, chang thiy v cling moi mét
r6i ngl thip di, xdp gidy con d€ trén bung vai ciy bat chi maigot.
Cé ti€ng Jane go cia.

Mary nhé nheradoén ban. R6inang trang diém voi va va 13y xe
ra di.

Pudong phd con ving thinh thodng mdi c6 bong xe qua lai,
den pha con d€ sang. Mary 1&n xa 15 va lai ra phia ngoai 6 vé phia
d6ng thanh phd. Nang tinh nhdm vira di vita vé chdc d6 hai tiéng.
Nang bi¢t thé nao ciing kip. Ra khéithanh phd ching ba chucddm
thi trdi1 d3 sang r6. Xa xa nang nhén ra con huong 16 quen thudc
din téi miy ngon d6i cda khu lAm vién tiéu bang vdi nhitng cay sbi
gia moc chen chuc doc theo nhifng thung liing. Nang durra xe vao
hanh lang bén phai rdi ra khéi xa 1. Nang nhin d6ng hoé, mim cudi
tr nhu thé nao ciing vé kip...

VIII

Luc Mary trd vé thi Jane dang ¢ trong phong vdi bénh nhén.
John da thitc nhung nhim mét mét madi. Jane ding diy nhudng
chd cho Mary ngdi. Nang G bb hoa tuoi trong tay Mary vacim
vao binh bong ¢ ddu givdng. John mét vAn nhdm, théu thao héi
Vo

“Tom chic ndé vé khong kip.”

Mary tinh nham rdi tra loi:

“Em goi né lic by gi¢ tdi h6m qua, bén d6 vi chi la mudi gid.
NZu né lay kip chuyén bay dém thi chic d6 mot hai gio nifa s& tdi
day.”

Ye&n lang mét lic, John ndi tigp:

“Chéic anh doi nd khoéng duroc ddu. Anh thiy vo cung mét
moi.”

No61 xong John 6m nguce ho rii regl. Con ho mét nhoc kéo dai
nhu bit tan, trong khi da mat chang tré nén tim bim. Mary d&
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John ngdiday vudt lung chang, va Jane vanldnéngdudng khi rdi
dua tay bat mach bénh nhan. Sau cling con ho ngirng. John md
mét nhin Mary va Jane. R&inhu ngac nhién chang dui m4tnhin lai
binh hoa, ny cudi no trén moi:

“Black Eyed Suzan, Em ki€m & dau vay?”

“Em ldy trdm ¢ lam vién tidu bang. Sidng nay Em chgt nhd
hoa nay moc dai ¢ 46 nhigu idm... Nhung John ndm nghi di.”

Nang dat John xudng gdi. M4t chang bAtdiudyucdin. Nging
lén, Mary thdy Jane vin b4t mach John, nét mit nghiém trong, khe
l4c ddu. R6inhu phdn xa ngheé nghigp, Jane budng ¢4 tay John va
néi bing mét giong gy gon va dong dac:

“Mary gitp t6i. H6 hdp nhéin tao.”

Trai véi thuong 18, Mary khong tuan theo 11 Jane trong vigc
dieu dudng. Nang vin 6m d3u John vao 1ong, va binh tinh néi:

“Khong cin thiét, Jane. D€ cho John di.”

Nhu chot tinh, Jane khé néi:

“Mary néi dang.”

Jane dirng tdn ngdn mdt vai gidy ddng hé rdi néi:

“Vinh bigt John.”

R6i nang lang 1€ lui ra 48 Mary mét minh vdi John trong
phong bénh.

Jane ra nha bép 1dy phone goi cho bac si Williamson d2 thu
x€p thu tuc khai tit v&i 86 thanh. Roi nang goi vé nha cho chdng
dan chdng lién lac vdi nha don d€ sita soan kham liém tf thi. Sau
cing Jane trd lai phong bénh. Mary vAn ngdi ¢ ddu giudng, d€ diu
John gd&i trén dli nang, nét mit xa ving. Jane tim trong tu thudc,
14y mot vien thudc an thin rét mot ly nude lanh va diat cd thude va
nudc bén ban;

“Mary udng chit thudc an thin, Téi 48 ddy cho Mary nhe.”

Mary may mac trd loi:

“Cam on.”

Jane lang 12 lui ra. Nang pha mét tach ca phé dam, r6i ngdi
xudng ban b&p wvira udng vira suy nghi. Nang khéng ngd John di
mau nhur vdy. Gia & bénh vién thi John khéng chét hom nay. Con
ho qua 1au da c4t dut su 1i€p 1€ dudng khi cho co thg, va lam qud
tim sai nhjp rdi nging dip. Néud bénh vién, chi cin chich mot miii
thudc hay bam mot nutdién la nang 33 ctu dugc John. Itnhattam
thoi kéo dai dugc ddi sdngcia chang thém it ngay hay it tudn ni¥a.
Nhung 42 lam gi... Nang hoan toan d6ng y v&i Mary.

Bén ngoai mit trdi da 18n cao. M3y cidy hudng duong John
tréng dip cudi Xxuin bdy gio d4 nd hoa. M3y bong hoa vang nhjdd
to nhu nhing dia tdy nhdn nho dudi anh nng. Jane suc nhd dén
bai van cudi cung John vita viét. Lic thay Mary canh bgénh Jane
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thdy John hi hody viét trén mot xap giay dédt trén dui. Jane hoi viét
gi thi John trd 11 la chang vita ndm mo thay su tich hoa hudng
duong. Tinh tigt trong gidc mo kha ky la nén chang dinh ghilai cho
vui. Vit xong John dua cho Jane va dédn lat nifa dwa cho Mary
cung doc. Jane ngac nhién 1a khoéng phdi mét bai tho nhu thuong
l& ma 12 mot cdu chuyén ngu ngén bdng van xuoi vé su tich bong
hoa mat trdi. CAu chuyén dai d€ ngay xwra cé mét ngu &i thd phung
mit trdi, vi anh ta nghi vitng thai durong la nguén goc cia tao vt
va cung cip nang lugng cho moi sy sdng. Chinh mat troi da hat
nuéc tir dai deong thanh bang tuyét trén trén dinh nii d€ r6i chdy
xudng thanh sudi thanh ngudn tudi méat rudng dong, tao ra ciy co,
va tir ciy co tao ra mudn vat. Thdo moc dom hoa ket trai, nhua cay
t61 luyén thanh bot thanh duong, huou naichay tung tang trén ndi
¢8, chim hét liu lo trong lum cdy, tat cd déu la niang luong vay
muon clia mit troi. Ngudn gdc tir mét trdicon inrdtrong hinh hai
va mau sic cia mudn hoa. Pai hoa nao ciing tron nhu witng thai
duong, va canh hoa la phdn anh cta nhitng tia ning. Ca d€n sic
hoa mudn mau chdng qua ciing chi la vay muon titt quang pho cia
mat tréi. R5i mot hdm mé say dén cudng dai, anh ching ra sa mac
ngdm mat trdi, bong hoa tuyét dinh clda tao vat., Anh dirng siFng
trén cat bdng nhin thing vao virng thai duong, d€ duoc thiy cung
mot lic cai hinh haitdng hop cia tat ca ha gidi, d€ tdn hudng trong
mdt cudng dd tuyét dinh tdt cd nhitng thanh sic tuyét vdi cla tao
vat. Trong khi 461 m&t th& x4c bj @6t m, anh ta vin thdy bdng d6i
mét clia tdm kham nh&ng ndi tuy?t hung vi, nhi¥ng rudng déng
xanh muot, nhfng hurou nai tung ting chay trong néi co, vdi
muén hoa tron trja nhu mat trédi ma moi canh hoala mot tia ndng,
va mOi mau hoa la mot thanh phincia quang phd mat trai. Va dén
khi kiét luc, anh ngd xudng cat bong cliia sa mac, 36i mit tan rifa,
ma tdm hon vin con o at x4 bd ghi nhinduac trong cing mét Hc,
tat cad vé dep manh liét huy hoang cua tao vat. Pau don cuckycua
the xdc 14n [6n vdi khoai lac tuyét vai ciia cdm quan... May mua he
sau, & chd anh ta chét, cay hudng durong moc én.

Lin ddu tien Jane thay khong thodi mai vé vin but cua John.
Nang chua bao gio thdy John sang tac nhu vay. Nangnghiéngdau
suy nghi, lAng nghe trong tdm hén ma vin khéng tim thay chut gi
gin giii v&i bai vin cudi cung ciia ban. Co6 cdi gi tin bao trong
nhiEng 1o trdi tran nay, tan bao vdi chinh minh, tan bao vdicam
quan cua ngudi doc, tan bao vdi nhifng ban thin cla chang. Bong
Jane thdy thong cdm vai Mary. Cé 1é day la cai goc canh cia John
ma Mary dd so hai trdn tranh trong nhitng ndm qua. Nhung ning
lai thdy minh qua khét khe véi John khi nhd tdi nhirng con dau ma
John d3 trdi qua trong nhifng ngay hdp hdi. RG6i Jane ciing lién
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tudng d€n ba ndm ddy bi miat ma John d3 phuc vu trong chién
trrong Migén Dign, nhing vj tu sT huyén bi Zn nau trong rirng gia
vdi cdi nhin sidu hinh, va nhit 14 nh¥fng ngudi vd si dao ciia mot
van hoa xala 14y kidm bén m& bung ta tdi voi Thién hoang ctia ho
trong nhi¥ng ngay cudi ciung cia the chién thu hai...

Co titng Adng & diu hanh lang. Jane ngitng 18n va thaiy Mary
dang tién t&i phia nang. Mary m4tsung d6 nhungkhdng con khéc
nifa. Nang litng thiing budc tédi con xic déng con rd rét trén tdm
hinh hai manh khdnh. Jane djnh gidu bai vin cGa John di, nhung
Mary d3 nhin thdy hai t¢ gidy ddy bat tich cia chéng. Mdy méc
Jane dua bai vdn cudi cung ctia John cho ban:

“Mary, John dan dua cho chj doc.”

Mary cim doc qua mét lin, vdi va nhu nudt ting 161 ting
chif. Jane quan siat Mary nhur chd xem phédn itng cia ban. Nhung
Mary chi binh tinh ngdi xudng ghé va doc lai mot 1in nifa. R6i
nhim méit va ngd ngudi ra sau, nang dp miy td gidy roi vao nguc
minh.

IX

Mary thiic gidc mgt minh trong can nha tréng trdi. ThE la
John 43 dugc chon cdt mat tuldn 18 rdi. Cin nha hoan toan yén
ling. Khong c6 cé tiéng may loc dudng khi ri ri nda. Chi co tigng
thai gian lang I8 tré1 qua theo nhjp tich thc cia chigc d6ng hd qua
l4c & hanh lang. B&n ngodi mat troi di 1én cao. Béng miy canh
bong gidy ngoai vudn chidu vao birc man cita khe du dua vadi gio.
Mary thiy hoan toan tro troi. Nang nghi d€n Tom, dua con trai
d6c nhit chia nang véi John. N6 44 1ré lai New York ngaysaudim
tang. N6 co mo1 Mary don sang vdi n6 cho c6 me cé con. Nhung
nang da tu chdi. Cudc ddi nang hoan toan thudc vé John. Trong
qué khit cling nhu hign tai. Khong bao gic nang sé réican nha diy
ky nigm nay. Nang khong cdm thay bi ai tang t6¢. Johnradikhdong
phai nhu mét nguot ménh y&u. Va John da thanh cong trong thoi
gian & ha gidi nay. Sudt midy chuc ndm tréi chung séng, John 43
khong d€ nang tang thigu, va chinh nang ciing chira bao gio phai
ném canh déi rach. Chi c¢6 nhi¥ng khic khodi tinh thiin, nhung
nang tin la John va nang da gidi téa dugc tidt cd nh¥Fngu udn, ngin
cach cé h6i da tam thdi chia r& hai ngudi. John tu gid cudc ddi
trong tay nang vdi chim hoa Black eyed Suzan madi hai con udt
suong mai. Va John dd sang tac bai van cudi cung cha chang, 48 tra
lai cho ddi nhiing khic khodi cudi ciing cia nhifng nam gian khé
trong nhifng ving xa la.

Nang chi thay c6 ddc, it nhdt la trong mét thdi gian na cho
d¢n ngay d&n luot nang ciling vé nede Chia vdi John. Trong lic
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nay nang cAm thay cin ban thin bén canh, mdt ngudiban ma nang
¢o thé tin ciy...

Mary bdng chidu may kho chju khi nghi dén Jane. Nhiéu
chuyén xay ra lam nang thic mé4c vé ban. Ngay hom sau dam tang
cua John, nang 43 dugc van phong nha don cho bigt 12 ngan phiéu
nang ky dé trang trdi ddm tang dd khéng con tién bdo chiing. Qua
A mot chuyén bat ngd, vi nang dinh ninh 12 s8 tién ban nha hon
ndm chuc ngan ddng chua kip chuy€n sang quy tiét kiém qua thura
thai ¢€ cung ng cho ngan phifu nang k¥. Ngin hang cho biét 1a
khodng hai thang trudgc khi mat, John di rit gin hét mén tidn 36
ra chi d€ lai mot s6 lwgng tdi thi€u d€ tam ding trongthang. Khéng
ai bi€t John st dung moén tién th€ ndo. John tuy quen biét nhigu,
nhung thuc ra chi giao thi¢p than thiét véi Peter va Jane. Khdng
nhg... Nhung néu khéng phai | Jane hay Peter thi con ai vao day
nifa. Tom qua quygt 1a John khéng cé ndi d&n moén tién ndy trong
nhing 13n ban viéc vdi con trai. That 13 bi mat. Jane biét Mary
thinh thodng c6 lwru tim d€n tinh ban gifa nang va John nén ciing
khong tu nhigén ti hém dam tang, va ciing it qua choi. Nhung tai
sao khdng cam thay khéng tu nhign tu trudce. Tai sao lai doi dn
bay gid mdicam thdy ling ting. Ma néu co6 lién hé tién nong, thi
chic gi khi con sdng lai khéng c6 nhi¥ng lién hé khéc...

Mon tién tuy Ion nhung thit ra khéng dnh hudng tire thi dén
doi sdng vat chat cia nang. Huu b8ng, bdo hi€m sinh mang, quy
du trii i thira d2 bdo ddm mét cudc ddi sung tiic cho Mary, nhung
ma ai lay mén tién nay. Tréi oi, nang cdn tinh ban cda Jane biét
bao. Nghiden nhifng tuan nhi¥ng thang vira qua, Jane d8i véi nang
con tdt hon chj em rudt thit. Lam sao c6 th€ c6 lai ngudi ban nhu
vay. Con Peter nifa, d3 may nam nay d06i d3i vdi nang nhu ngudi
anh rudt... Hém ddu tién ning don d&n x6m nay, cai banh kem, céi
ldng picnic diy 4 an véi nhing chiéc khan ca ré xanh trdng nhét
bén hong...

Lay Chua, lam sao cho nang mdt giai thich. Nang khoéng
mudn bao cdnh sat, vi néu John cho Jane moén tién dy, thi nang
cling khéng lay lai dugc, tri khi kién tung linh tinh...

Lay CHua cho nang mot 18i ra tron ven.

Tiéng chudng dién thoai reng lam gian doan nhiing ¥ nghi
trong ddu Mary. Ai goi biy gio nhi? Ch4c thing Tom. Cim dién
thoai Mary ngac nhién khi nghe thady tiéng Jane:

“Mary, Jane day nay. To1 sang bay gio dugc khong? V& vu
mat tién & ngan hang dy ma.”

Mary yén ling vai giay roi lanh lung trd 16i;

“Tat nhién. Sang choi di. T6i thic day réi.”

Trong kht chd dgi1 ban, Mary suy nghi. Hay la Jane 4n han
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nén s&p qua thd nhan viéc John cho nang tién.

Mary ra md cita cho ban. Jane vao thing deé:

“Mary cé nhd la vao thdigian John ldy mén tiénddraanh dy
khong tinh phdi khéng? Tai vira tinh ra d8m qua. Ngay anh 4y ldy
tién ra chi trirédc hom di lac & phi trudng 46 ba bifa. C6 th€ John
lay mén tién d6 ra trong mot con méng du ma khong nhd. Van dé
biy gio 1a anh 4y cho ai va d€ dau. Ngoai thdng Tom ra thi khéng
con ai khéac tui minh. Mary ¢ nhd may hém ay anh 4y mic bd
quidn 40 nao khong?”

“Khong Jane, nhung rat d€ suy ra. Visau khi mat miy chuc ki,
John chi diing ¢6 hai bo quin 40 mdéi mua.”

Jane nhin ban:

“Chj chua cho ai qudn 4o cia anh Ay chit.”

“*Chua. Nhurng mot bd thi mac cho John hom nhap quan.

Hai ngudi dan ba vao tu ao cua John lyc soat. Qua nhur tién
doan, luc dén tui 40 nguc phia trong thi Jane tim thiy mét phong
thu chua dan tem, ngoai bi conét bit run rdy ctia John giti cho mét
ngudi dan ba. Jane lung ting rdi dura cho Mary. Mary sifng ngur&i
gidy lau rdi xé phong bi. Bén trong mét tim ngan phidu nAm muoi
ngan déng cho Alyce Spencer kém theo mdt 14 thu nhé. Jane nhin
qua vai ban, r6i budc mizng hoi:

“Alyce Spencer, nghe quen quen, ai vay chi?”

Nudc mét lung trong, Mary nghen ngao khong trd 191, durali
thu nhd cho Jane doc.

Alyce cung:

Anh vua thu xép 16 phi dé Alyce lén New York dir thi. Anh
chdc thé nao Alyce ciing thanh c¢dng. Bao gio thanh dé nhdt dao
nwong thi trd lai anh. Chiuc Alyce may mdn.

Than mén:

John R. Wright.

P.S. Toi New York dién thoai cho anh.

Poc xong la thu, Jane nhin Mary réi khé héi:

“Alyce la chj ha?”

Mary kh& gat diu.

Jane ranh manh noi:

“John y&u chj dif hd? Mé sdng vi bénh ma vin con nhd dén
chy.”

Trude su ngac nhién cua Jane, Mary 6m ban hon. Nudc mét
cung son phian nhoé nhoet dinh sang mé nang. Mary thay wira hanh
phiic may mi&n ma vita hdi hin. Chit nifa thi nang mit John. Ma
cling chit ndfa thi nang mat ludn cd Jane. Néu nangda khdng nhit
quyét gif John & nha trong nhing ngay thang cudi thi by gic
nang s& 4n hin dn diu. Hai thang trudc khi chdt, nang 43 trd
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thanh ngudi hoan toan xa la vo1 John. Tat ca cudc ddi vo chong.
John chi nhd dugc doan ddu, nhing nam hanh phuc voi Alyce
Spencer. Con hon bdn muoi nim chung sdng vé sau dd khéng d?2
lai mOt ky nieém nho nhoi trong tam khdm chang. Su that bai ciia
nang s& hodn toan va tham hai, néu trong nhiing gio phut chét
John va nang d3 khong tim lai duoc nhau. Biy gid nang mdi hiéu
duoc cdi cdm giac lang lang ho hoi sau cai dém cudi cing nang
sdng vdi John. Con Jane nifa. L.am sao nang c6 th€ nghicho ban
nhifng chuyén nhu vay.

Bat gidc, Mary thay nhir mudn dén dap lai cho ngudi ban ma
minh 43 ngd oan. Nang nghi dén ting Peter va Jane mén tién mdi
tim thdy. Nhung nang lai 88i ¥, vi bi€t chic 1a Jane s& khong nhin.
Hai ngudi khong gidu c¢6, nhung ciing khong c6 nhu cdu gi. Va ho
rat tu trong... Jane kéo Mary ra khdi ti quén do:

“Pi rira mat di ba. Ca tudn nay khong chju ra ngoai khong tot
d4au. Thay d6 rdi hai chj em minh ra bi€n an trua. Chéc John ciing
mudn Alyce vui veé."”

Mary theo ban ra phong khach.

Jane dé nghij la it bFa nifa, hai chj em s& stru tim nhi¥ng tac
phdm di diang cling nhu chua ding cda John dong lai thanh mot
tap 1on réi xudt ban. Chic John s& hai long ldm,

Mary lai thdy sur san soc cua ban gai d0i véiJohn hoi qua dic
bi¢t. Nang vin biét 14 gita hai ngudichua cb gi xic pham d&n digu
ran thit sau hay diéu ran thut chin, nhung..,

R&i bat giac, Nang lai 6m ban hon. Gidy sau, Mary hai tay
bung mit ban bAt nhin thing mit minh. Nifa thin mén nifa dua
cot, Mary hoi:

“Jane o1, minh khong ghen diu. Nhung néithat minh nghe di.
Cé bao gid ba yéu thim 6ng John nha téi khong?”...

Mai Kim Ngoc
Villa Park, June 1986
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Nguyén Huy Chuwong
Tu hoi

T6i con day hay t6i noi dau ?
Sao hon 161 nang chiu uu sdu
Chan chua di Iong nghe vién xi
Ngay qua ngay budn bay lén cao

Con ngoi day hon dd ngan xa
Tinh moi trao ngé tinh da gia
Chut ndng hdt hiu nhu la nho
Chiut gié bdang khuang nhu tinh ca...

Qua dem

Troi muwa bong béng phdp phdong
Dén chao, gio tat, dém rong ra dém
Tiéng mura thanh thét giot mém
Chot nghe ga gay, biét dém sdp tan
Ngoai san la rung, mua tan

Dua chan tim dép, w tan mot dém

Chiit suy nghi khi
nhin hat nay mdm

Thoi gian : Dam 1d muc, chong

Hat t6i sao vdn cam long ndm day ?
Ndng qua muwa dén ning ngay

T6i nghe t6i vadn chua trdy lop da
Ngong cho tung con mua qua

Ciw nghe burc st nhir la mau séi
Loanh quanh t6i chi gap t6i

Co than ndm duci la bJi thém lén
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Biet ly

Giti anh mot ¢oi long xua

Kip theo con nudc séng mua budi nao
Giti anh ban tay vay chao

U, théi tbng biét, loi nao thét day ?
Im nghe mdt song khoi ddy

Tiéng reo ti tdch mot ngay rat xa

Kinh mai
Vieon long phong kin
Bao ndm im lim
Tucdng hon da chin
Gia ngan tiéng chim
M6t chiéu cubi nam
Sdu 160 nghiéng bong
Nguwoi dén am thdm
Lam roi hat méng
Nita khuya thiie gidc
Nghe long ngd ngang
Nghe long char ngat
Gifa mua xuan sang
Hat di ndy mdm
Long 16i trdm nhanh
Don nguai trdm nam
Vui dai am lanh
Nguwoi ho nhu la
Nguoi hd nhu quen
Vieorn fong 16i do
Mai nguoi dat chén
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Pham Quéc Bdo
Nga Re

C6 gii c6 tén 12 Vi Van, hign gi¢ 21 tudi. Gidn dj va vui tuoi.
Co dang hoc trong d3i kha trong nam thit ba nganh héa cia mét
dai hoc dia phuong thudc hé théng U.C.

Nhung cich ddy chming nam ndm, lac mai 16 tudi, Vi Van di trd
thanh dan ba vao ding mua Xuan nim 46.

Vung nay d6ng ngudi Viét dinh cu theé ma chung cu gia dinh
Vi Van & ciing Xen lAn v&inhifng gia dinh ngudi gdc ME, Cam Bét,
Thai, Armenian... ca My den, MV trdng nifa.

Ngay ti sang sé'm vira té mit ngudi, ti€ng tré con dd vang
d6ng trong san khu chungcu. Thét goi, dua nghjch, cudi va khéc,
bing 44 moi ngdn ngiF. Liu lo, liu riu, 14p bdp, bap be. Tat ca
nhing tiéng ddng d6 16ng vaonhau, tron lin vdinhau, lign tyc d3p
vao khdp mit twdng nha, doi lai rdi bat tung ra khéng gian, len 16i
vio cac k& ngach cita danh thic day bit cit ai con mudn dim siu
minh trong gidc ngu.

Nhin ra qua khung cita sd, ngudi ta ching kign mét quang
cdnh h8n d6n d%n rdi mét. Nhing cai diu ut troc loc, ghé 1d d&n lo
tho hay bu xu tdc. Toc den nhanh, ndu, vang hay trdng. Téc dim
tua tGa nhu 16ng nhim, xudi lo phit pho 1da xéa, tirng cudn tirng
lon m&p mé nhu séng hay quén tit xodn vao nhau sat da diu.

C6 dita di skateboard Iin ding dung trén nén xi ming rdi d4m
x&m vao tuong nha hay lang qua lang lai, di¢u nghé diéu luyén.Cé
da chay xe dap nhu diénnhur khing vong quanh sdn, migng ri 18n
[dm mo tO hay rdng ldn nhu coi xe hoi. C6 dita nhdy tdm xudng hd
boi gitfa san, turdng tAm héa ra cu cdu 43 v§i ngor 1én ngay, leo
khdi hang rao sit cdn A€ dudi theo phd bon con gai hay vy nudc
vao nhifng chi: bé dang chdp chdng wdp di canh d6.

D4am con gai xem ra tap thé hon nhung lai va néi nhiéu qua.
Ching ludn {udn ra Iénh, sdp Adat, ciii co va rit rAm vdinhau. Chd
nady mot nhém ngit hoa 14, bdy c¢b ban gid. Noi kia may c6 nhd
dang nhdy day chi chée hay ruc rich choi trd di trdn di tim. Ching



Vin Hoc 68

g6c sdn nao 1a khéng cé cdnh gidng co niu kéo dang Xay ra. trong
giong cudi va tiéng rit hét véi nhau...

Pot nhign, miy tiéng dan ba dd moi ngbn ng& ho gi vung ra,
san sat dan vao nhau. L{ tré tdn lac chay vao cac khungcira nha.
R&i chi mot lat sau, chang lai Bia ra, chim chum tirng nhim, chen
nhau tranh budc trén khuc sén réng thénh thang. Diadeocip sau
lung, diwa cip sach vad trong tay. Migng chiing dang nhém nhoam
nhai thitc dn sang. Trén mép ching con dong giot sifa tuoi tring
duc hay dinh m&u cheese vang nhat, v&t mirt ddutim trong. Chiing
van ctf cdi nhau, x6 d3y nhau nhung cung hudng budcra khdikhu
chung cu, di sang ngdi trudng tiéu hoc & phia x€ chéch bén kia con
dudng nho.

Trénsan tu nhién ving bat di. Ngudita bit diu nghe duoc vai
ti€ng bap be bi b6 cia may dua bo 1& bo la trude nhitng cida nha.
Mdt chi bé nao chdp chiFng budc nhung mit thang bing nga ngdi
xudng va migéng gao ln, kéo theo nhiéu tiéng tré so sinh o ¢ chot
thitc gic hay lich khich d0i me, i1 ri rd khéc & nhéng cian khac
trong chung cu.

Biu khéng khi quanh day tram hén :-:uung rudl ruol Vira
sang ra ma khdng khac gi gidc trra vdng.

Chi &&n gid phit nay, ngudi ta méi thinh thodng nghe thdy
tiéng dan 6ng 6m dm xen k& vai ti¥ng dan ba lanh 1dnh. R&i rdirac
vai ngudi mét, nhiFng ngudi 1én bude ra khéi nha. Dé6i gildy lao
dong nang chich, chic quiin jean bac va b4t ddu xat nhiEng vién
chi, cdi 40 sdm mau, mot tay xach phin com trua, tay kia vit sin
chi®c 40 khoac va cim xau chia khéa @1 loai. Ho ¢4 thé la dan éng
hay dan ba. Ho ¢6 thé khéc bigt nhau vé mau da, diu tdc, gidy dép,
quin 4o midc.Nhung d3 ra khdi nha tdt ¢ ho d8uim lang d&n mutc
dd cAm nin, 1&m 1ti bude. Ngoaisin chl vang ti€ng giiy dép cia ho,
cho d&n khi ho khuat bong. Ho tigt kiem d%n ¢d nhiing cau chao hdi
thong thudng gifa hang xom lang giéng v&i nhau. C4 thé su khac
bigt con qua ldn lao va sdu xa vé sinh hoat va ngén ng# 43 ngin
cach ho. Cé thé vi mdi vu tu vé cong viéc sdp td1 dang triu ning
trong long ho. Va ciing ¢6 thé vi nhiu ly do khdc ni¥a, chura ai thiu
hidu ndi cho ho.

Hoa hodn l4m, vdi giong ngudi trong nha léo nhéo vong ra va
dudi riét theo, miéng ho mdi bat 1én vai ti€ng dap lai cdc 16¢c. Nhu
trudng hap hét sirc bdt dic di ho phai trd 16i.

Va dén budi chidu, tg ba tdi nim gid, 461 khi sdu hon nfa vao
budi tdi, ho lai tré v&.Luc 36, ngoai sin 43 vang ltrng ti€éng tré di
moi loai moi kiu, nhu budi sdng sdmnhungdaihoivalién tuc bt
tin. Ho tré vé nha vao cudi ngay, cling vin im lang ldm ldi. Pa s8
ho vé mit duom nhiéu nét mét mdi, dang didu rd rét ra rdi thidu
nao.
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Ciing c6 nguoi dju dang, nghigng minh xudng nghjch vdi mét
dita nhd. Ciing c6 ngudi ving curdi ha ha, vung chan da qua bong
vao dam tré dang chay choi. Nhung thudng thi ho cung tay bop tai
lign dita nao vé ¥ ddm xiAm vao ho hay xach c¢6 mot dutra khac dang
bo 1& la ban thiu, phat vao dit né liégn hdi rdi b€ thoc nd vao nha.

Riéng cudi tudin, tur chiéu thit sau té&i khuya chi nhat, mét
khung cdnh niao nhiét tdt 36 thudng xuyén dién ra. Nhing gid
quin 40 do dai giat x€p hang dai gitfa sin thdn nhién trudc moi
thit ti€ng dong x6 b6 clia bon tré diia nghijch. C6 nhitng cin déng
cita im lim ving ling sudt ma cling ¢cd nhing canh ctta ma toang
hoac, tat ¢cd nhing tiéng ddng trong nha tron ven 48 ra hoa voi
titng dong ngoai sin, cho d€n qua mta khuya. Bang nhac ti vi, dn
nhiu cudi ndi. Tiéng ndo tiéng ndy nhu ganh dua nhau déu duac
phat ra lon qua c& lon.

Sudt diy khu chung cuir nay, higm tuin nao lai khéng ¢6 mot
d&m truy ling trdm cdp. Nhitng chi€c xe cdnh sat ri coi vangddng,
lap loe dén xanh d6 va quét nhiing tia den roi loang loang vao cac
ngd ngach & nha a€ xe hay tirng goc td1 san. Ti€ng chdn to mo cla
ngudi {dn rim rap. Tiéng tré poi nhau, cudi ndi vui thich 6n ao
nhing hidu ky 1An ning dong.

Ciing chung cu nay hdu nhu chidng tudin nao thidu vu vg
chdngcdilon x6 xat. Giong dan ba the thé quan chat lay am 6m 6m
cla dan 6ng.Diém vao thém la tiéng tré Idn la hodng, nhd khoc ré
[2n bin bat. RSi ban gh& khua ddng manh, bat dia roi vé lodng
xodng. Thuong thi ngudi tdng ra khdi nha la dan ba. Ba ta ding
gitfa sin ngdng ¢d thét vong vao va vura liu lo noi, vira khua chan
mua tay phdn bua. Céc cin bén canh ¢6 ngudi vén man cita s8 ngd
ra coi, cd ngudi budc dén tu lai tirng nhom @61 ba nguoi xi x6 xi
xa0 ban tan, Tré con duaoc dip tim tdi xem, v tay reo ho tirng
chidp. Nhung tdi didn vé khuya, muc x6 xat bao gio cling giam c3 vé
nhip d6 1dn cudng d0, tiéng ddi dap qua lai loi ddn va chim im
trong dém...D& sang hom sau, ngudi ta vin thay nguoive, micdu
khudén mit co may vét con tim bam, dang tiu tit voi ddm con. Va
ngudi chéng cling tiép tuc ra khdi nha, im lang |1am 1{i bang qua
san dilam. Cung |4m 13 anh ta ngdp ngirng nd nu cudi guong gao
trong nguong ngung, khi cham mat nguoil hang Xxom cing vira
budc ra san.

%k

Vao mot budi sang som, theo tiéng tré moi lic mot 1on tu
ngoai sin vong vao, Vi Van dan ddn tinh gidc. NAm yén dudilan
chin méng, c6 ddo mit nhin quanh phong mét lrot. Ta quan ao
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ben trai, chi¥c ban hoc canh khung cda s8, k& sadch va mdt hang
giily dép ben phai, givong bén kia cua chj Vi Khanh: chin gdi 43
ngay ngén tu lic ndo, r6idén cudicung la cai kg ban ngd dit gika
givdng Vi Khanh vdi Vi Van. Tt cid d8u thi tu gon gh& nhung
cling ¢6 vé thdn nhign d&n lanh lung, trﬂng biu khéng khi ving
ling @m & cua budi sang nay.

Vi Vin bit d3u nhd rdng hdom nay thu bdy, minh khong phai
di hoc. Va, ¢6 nhd ti€p, chj Vi Khanh sdng day that sémdichoi Las
Vegas vdi ban beé t&i chidu mai chd nhat mdi vé. Tdi qua chj ay da
khoe nhu viy.

Vi Van nén tiéng thd dai trong 16ng nguc. Khuén mat Vi
Khanh rang r& ddy (t nét thda min vui thd lung linh trong 4nh dén
ngul tdi qua hién ré trudc mat cd nhung dang lui ra xa, xa mai... va
nhoa tan, nhu lan kho: suong mong manh khong ¢6 thuc nao.

Chi trén hai nim trudc, khi con & Vigt Nam, mai hién canh
nha ducoctrd ra thinh mdt quan nhé. Me diing pha ca phé, Vi Van
phu rita ly tach va don dep. Vi Khanh chuygn bung nudc va tigp
d6n. ThE nhung chinh rieng mét minh chj dy 43 khién quén lic ndo
ciing d6ng chiat nhifng khach. Ra1 tu 6, nhiéu mdi loi khéng ngd
ndy sinh thém nifa. Nhod vay, chdng nhiing gia dinh sdng khéng
chét vt ma me cu ba thang con ¢6 tién di tham nudi bd & trai t
mién béc. Va cad anh Vi Tuidn c¢iing duogc bao che khdi nhifng dot
b4t nghia vu quén su.

Hbi d6 hdu nhu cha thidu dém nao hai chj em Khanh-Van
khéng ndm canh nhau ru ri tim su d€n qua khuya cd. Dt honem
ba tudi, Vi Khanh néi chuyén vdi Vi Van nhu hai ban gai thdm
thiét tim tinh. Hai chj em khuy&n nhd 14n nhau c6 géng cam khd
nhin nhuc, chia s&¢ nhi¥ng ndi dau budn tii phin riéng va ciing thé
16 cho nhau nghe nhiing mo udc twoidep vé vdicua tuong lai. Roi
nhifng giot nudc méit 4m thim trong d8m vdng chua kjp kho trén
m4, chj em d3 chim siu vao gidc thigp ngu.

Tuan theo 161 hdi thic ciia bd, me da dua cd bon dira con vuat
bién ra di va thanh cdng.Sang duac tdi bén nay, mdihoc Anh ngi
b8 tiuc & College chua 84y méot thang, Vi Khanh d3 gdp rit chuyén
sang mot I&p hudn nghé rbi tdm thang sau man khoa co ra dilam
ngay.

Vi Khanh trudngthanh, hién thian 1a mét thi2u n¥ ndy nd tron
ven. Nang vin sinh hoat binh thudng trong gia dinh. Nghia la déu
din d6ng gép vao ngin quy chitidu chung va qua cap giti vé cho bd
con ket lai & qué nha. Nang van ngd chung phong voi Vi Van va
thinh thodng vin tadm su v&i em gai... Tuy nhién, 181 sdng m&i ngay
mot khac va néi dung cang lic cang d8i mdi cua tdm su ¢ Vi
Khanh d3 khién cho Vi ViAn nhén ra chj ngay mdt xa cach v&i minh
thém.
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Nhu hai tudn nghi [ Gidng Sinh bic cAu sang Téttay vira qua.
Anh Vi Tudn vdi nhoc ti Vi Ta di hoc hay choi ddu khong biét ve
d€n nha la ru ri trong phong, nhac vdisich khong th6i. Chl cé bia
an mdi thdy hai “dang” xuit hién. Ho la con trai xura nay bao gi¢
cha thZ, néi lam gi. Nhvngchj Vi Khanh 14 con gai ma cén qud hon
nhiéu, d&n 40 sudt hai tudn khong ngay nao chj & nha dugc trén
hai tiéng va cit tdi khuya mdi tré vé. Tiéc nay tiep dén budi khiéu
vil no, picnic lai ndi sang tdi sinh nhiat khac. May ngudi ban dén
d6n chj co anh digiay vai mau den sdn xuat tai Trung Cdng, c6 chj
mac quin ao vai bd rong thung thinh nhu 46 muan ciia bon 40 vat.
Ciing ¢6 anh nhuém-téc dd hoe, ddu con chdidung tua tia ra gidng
bon nhdy mia trong miy bing video nhac gidt gin ddng kinh.
Dang ddp 3y ddy rdy trong bon hoc sinh trén trudng Vi Van hoc.
Mic di da quen mit nhin r6i nhungcd vinthdy la khi hg laila ban
cia chj Vi Khanh minh...

Vi Van rung minh tudt khdi givdng, di vao budng tim.

X

Ngoai phong khach rd mon mét giong cugi khanh khach ciia
woodpecker trong chuong trinh phim hoat hoa ti vi.Trén chidc
truong ky d0i dign may truyén hinh, Vi Tu dang ndm nghigng
nguditay chdng mot bén ma, chdm chi theo ddi. Thinhthodng néd
kh& bat vai am cudi ngln trong cd hong.

Ling ldng quay sang md tu lanh, rét sifa tuoiracde, cim miy
migng sandwiches kep thit ngudi, them théi phd maiddu bo va ngdi
viio ban an, Vi Van ué odi lo dang nhai m@t minh.

H8i mdi sang, ¢b ciing thich xem loai phim hoat hoa nay 1dm
chi. Nao nhitng Scooby-Doo, Tom and Jerry, hay nhifng Bugs
Bunny vi Pink Panther... nhung sau dén quen, Vi Van th3y ny
cudi khdng d&€ ddai qua nhu vaiy dugc.Hon ni¥a, néidungdon gidn
va tri tudng terong trong nhing loai phimhoat hoa nay lai vung vit
d€n qu4 13, thanh ra riéu d&, Jam phai nhat di nét v& tai tinh va kha
ning sang tao cda nhom hea si thuc hign. Vi Van chot lign tudng
t¢i nh¥ng phim hoat hga dugc xem ti hdi cédn nhd xiu. Nao
Bambi, Peter Pan... v “Bach Tuy#t v&i bay chi lun”. Xem ra c6
vin me loai phim v& dan dung theo 13i cia Walt Disney hon..,

Chot nghe tiéng rit 1én 43y thich thi cia Vi T 14n vio d4mam
thanh chat chiia hét la, Vi Van nhiu may quay lai ngé. Vi Tt 43
chdm day tir hdi ndo, diuldclu. Trong mandnhti vi hiénra khudn
mit den vdi bd toc xoén tit 16a xoda 16n xon, nhiFng giot md héi
dong trén lAn da nham, 46i m4t nhim tit lai va cai miéng ngoac ra,
loi 83 bao quanh ham rdng tring ph&ch. T\ 46 phat ra ti€ng hat
nhu thét 18n. R&ideén roi quét qua mot cip trai gai mic bd o bod sat
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vao ngudi nhu 16a th€, ho dang quan quit 14y nhau nhu d6i rdn
trong vii didu giut giut kich dong dén loan cudng.

Nhin thay man anh ti vi nhur vay, Vi Van tu doan thim: “Lai
Sou! Train. Néu khoéng, it ra cling la chuong trinh Solid Gold™. Tu
nhién caAm thiy mét moi, ¢6 dung diy cAm theo ly sFatuoiva di vé
phong, d6ng cita lai.

Nh&m mét, ding dua hrng vao canh cita trong chdc lat, Vi
Van nghe biu khong gian tinh mjch lan dén va trim kin |3y minh.
Tam tu dju lai, c6 tir tr mé mét ra.

Sach v& hoc va lam bai tdi qua con d€ 16n x4n trén ban. Tu
nhi&n trong 16ng Vi Van lai day 1&én mét cdm giac budn ngiy ngay
chan chdn.Va hinh 4nh me d6ng thoi hién ra trirée mét.

Budc toi givdng, dat ly sifa trén ban nga, Vi Van ngd minh ra
va bt ngudi ndm Gp mat xudng gdi. “Me... me...”, c6 goi thim
nhung nghe 4m vong tiéng minh chdi véi, mat hat trong khodng
khdng sdu mijt mung ma khuén mat me van lang 1& cli xudng, bt
dong va v6 hdn nhu mdt khudn trong ¢4 budt gia.Vi Van cam
thdy tim minh nhéi dau, giFa tiéng kéu citu tuy2t vong cha minh.

Me¢. Con diu nhitng nét dju dang tuoi tin, nhéng nu cudi
rang r& trong nhu pha I8, ngay xua... Khi bd ra di ta cdi tao, mét
l3in di khdng trd lai, me cur G dot va héo Ga din theo nhitng d6 dac
vatdungraikhdicin nhaémamci. Khiquan céc ca phé trudecita
md, chi Vi Khanh bdng nhién bung ra thinh mot d6a hoa ngot
ngdo huong sic va nhi nhdnh dén dua, melai cang nép minh vao
dm thdm nhan chju, va khb ¢dn didan.Sang dugcdén bén nay, me
con sdng cam nin hon n&a. Nhén chén ndu b&p cho mdy nha hang
Viet trong vung, k& ca thit bdy 14n chud nhat, sudt tuin me ra di tt
sang d€n t3i mjt m&i v&. Me nhu mat chigc béng lang ding vat v,

Lin lanh lrong d3u tién chj Vi Khanh dua vé trao cho me.
Trudc su hién dién d6ng dd chiem trong nha, Vi Khanh hdn hd va
hanh dién ra mat. Chj dn cn trin trong dattién vao tintay me. Im
lang nhu mdt pho tugng, me nhin sifng x3p tién trong tay ma
khéng mét bidu 16 nao. Vuimurng, budn tii hay tirc gidn? Khong ai
trong chi em Vi Khanh thay duoc diéu gi ¢ me luc d9.

R4i thdi gian qua, ndi mirng ré tiu tit kia nhat din, Vi Khanh
déng gop vao ngan quy gia dinh mdi lic mét it hon va hd hifng
hon. C4 13n 12 mdt phong bi dan kin d€ giti me cdn than. Nhung
cling c¢6 1&n tién Vi Khanh d2 trén ban phan vdi va dén d6 vung vai
cd xudng thdm nén nha. Trong khi 86, Vi Tudn va Vi T0 xin tién
tieu & me ciing thuong xu}én va tu nhién nhu me chl la cai kéttnf
tién cia ho vay.

Trudce nhifng thai d§ 46 cia con cai, me chdng hé co6 mdt phan
\(kng nao ca. Mot 11 chi day, mdt ¥ khuyén nhi, mot cdu trach mac
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nhe nhang? Tuyét nhién khong.

Va com nudc, gidt gill, don dep... qua tién déu din giti vé cho
bd, chdng ¢é viéc nao 1 khong qua tay me nhung me JAmtrongdm
thim, cim nin, mét minh,

Cé nhidu 1An Vi Van tim d&n me d€ thd 16 nhing than phién,
muc dich vita 38 an i va cling mudn chia sé véi me¢ nhung ba chi
yén ling ngdi nghe, khéng mét 1oi dap lai.

C6 nhiéng d8m mudn tAm su, Vi Vin mo sang phong me
nhung chi ching kién dugc cdnh trgng me ndm bt ddng trén
givdng, d61i mat van md 1dn long lanh trong béng dém tinh mijch.
Me nhu d3 xa ving, mai dau dau, tv lau réi...

3

Vi Van ving ngudi khoi givong, budc lai gin ciia s8. Tu
ngoai, mot lan gio nhe se se thoang qua khung cita ludt vao mon
man nhu moigoi. Khuvudénhoabénkiacondudngdangbiunglén
mau xanh ting vang chap chdi Jung linh. Sau hang cdy cao bén lé
dudng 1dp 16 nhiFng cum 14 tuoi ndn rung rinh dudi ndng vang
trong vit. Canh d6 miy chiéc gh# d4 tréng ving tinh mjch mat vé
binh yén. Vao sau hon na, mot chi®c h6 nhd, thap thoang miy
con vit Tau nhdn nho boi... Quang cidnh céng vién kia di bao lin
quyen rii Vi Van. Khéng phai chi ding trong cita s nhin sang ma
¢6 nhifng 1&n vé hoc, Vi Van d3 qua bén kia dudng tha thidn trén
bai ¢d gifa hang cay cao, thd héa ty do mo mong vidn vo...

Nhung ldn nay nhu mat cudn hat &3 thanh tu nhién, Vi Van
vé nhanh may cudn séch ra khdi nha, khdi migng san chung cu dn
do hon dén cia [ nhoc hop ban doa nghich trien mién.Bé lai ddng
sau lung didy chung cu vin lao xao nhu cii cha tréi M2 cudi tudn,
Vi Vian gqua duang.

Budc chan vao biicd canh hangciycao ¢6 dathdy niém thich
thi ddy Ién trong l0ng. M3y canh budm dang chap chon gifa
nhiing cum la xanh non nhu ngoc thach. Chang con cudng lai
dugc nira, Vi Van chay ta vao cong vien. Tir canh budm vang
chdm dd ruc r&, sang canh budm trdng miu sita ¢c6 cham den &
chép canh, d&n canh budm xanh pha tim biéng biéc. Vi Van mai
me dudi bit. Tidng “6” ngac nhién, giong cudi khic khich thi vi...
cho d€n khi nhifng giot mo6 hoildm tim béntécmai.Vi Van ngdilai
bén ho véidam vjt Tdu, con dencd vongtrdng con trAng vénh dudi
ndu, nhon nho boi 16i. Mat hé gon lan tin khodng khodt nhu toat
ra hoi gié vudt ve nhifng giot mo héi khé din trén ma. Chon mot
gh? d4 tring van lyc co ba bé lim cay bao boc, Vi Van gid sach ra
doc. Chitrong chdc lat ¢d dd chim siu vao tinh 118t 16i cudn va linh
hoat vui troi ¢da cAu chuyén.Nhing hang ch¥ in ban ddu d3 hoa
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tan vao khung cdnh tudi tho cia Mark Twain. Tt nhi¥ng tinh
nghich bén hang gidu g8, Tom Sawyer mOt ciu bé da trdng d3dciung
ciu bé khac da den Huckleberry Finn phiéu luu thaAm hiém hang
d0ng, va con tau quat nudc doc dong song Mississippi ma Vi Van
d3 duoc thdy mét 1an trong khu Disneyland...

Chéng bi&t bao lau sau: |
— ©. Con Thién Nga nao lac dén day?

Giong néi ndi lén, giifa tiéng d0ng lao xao cia dong xe ¢
ngoai dudng kia, dd lam Vi Van réi khdi the gidi phigu lvu trong
sach chi khong khi€n cd phai gidt minh. Niém tha vj chat dén, Vi
Vin nhd thAm: “Gin nhu giong ludi cha cai anh chang Minh lép
12 vay”. DSng thdico cam thay chic robe lua mau nga dang mon
man trén dui do lan gi6é thodng ti mat hod lan téi ludn dudi ddi
chéan.

Khéng doc sach tiep duac nifa, Vi Van cling khéng cadm thiy
khé chju gi, va.c¢é vAn chua chju nging mét lén.

— Hay la cbé bé dang ngu trong ritng?

Cau nay khién Vi Van lai nhd d&n thdng John clng 1dp
thuong tréu cd mdi khi hop ban ngoai bai ¢ san trudng. Bat giac
cd tim tfim cudi.

— Xem cd bé ¢é thuc ngu khdng nao.

Ti€ng gét gily lao xao trén sdi i8i di... r6i hai dng quin jean
xanh bac phid ngoai d6i gidy den hién ra trén nén cé va ding lai
tredc mit Vi Van. Mot ban tay nang cdm cd 1&€n mot cach nhe
nhang, tu nhén.

Trudc mat Vi Van, khuon mit thanh nién trdng kha sang sla
hoi ghé nghigng nhin. Khong 16 vé chim chi d8ndd do hoima chic
chin 1a chdng tho o lo ddng. Trong thoang chdc, d6i 16ng may
khéng ddm nhung rd net khién quing durdi'd6i matsau va cip moi
ddy ma &0 sim lai, hai go ma tring phon phdt xanh,

-— Anh tén Truong.
— R&i sao? ,

Anh ta cii mat xudng, ddu lic lu. Mai toc den hoi rdi nhung
qud duoc cit fia rat khéo o sau gady. Khi khuén mat ngidng 1én lai
thi chdn phdi anh ta 43 gac 1&n mat ghe d4 va khuyu tay phai chéng
ngay l&n diu gdi. Héa ra anh ta chi xudng d€ lua thé ditng chit
khong phdi vira l4c dau.

Ching ¢6 nu cudi nao trén méi nhung khudén mit van tuoi
tdn, d¢ ua.

— Em chua cho bi#t tén.

Giong ndi d& dang nhu khong, nhu tir cdu dau anh ta 43 noi
cho d&n sau ndy. Va Vi Vanvinchua cAmthdy mtchit gi khacla,
di 1a kho chiu hodc thich thi ndo.C6 diéu c6 biét rd rét: nguodi
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thanh nién nay l&n tudi hon thing John cung 16p l4n anh chang
Minh trén Iop 12 va khong gidng mot ai 1 trude dén nay ¢6 da
gap.

— Théi dugc. Anh cir goi em la ¢c6 bé ngu trong ning vay. Bang
long chu?

Vi Van git ddu ma d6i mat van ghéch nhin vao mit chang
trai. Khdng {6 vé gi nhu chura bj bdi rdi bao gid, anh ta ngd xudng
vai quy®n sach trong long Vi Van r6i lai quay sang cudn truyén ¢
dang md trén tay, miéng héi tiép;

— Cb be thich doc 14m sao?
— Khong nhigu ldm.

— Theé em ¢0 ranh khong?
— Luc nay?

— Phai.

— Khong.

— Em doc sach du.

Vira dirt cidu, chang trai tha chdn xudng va quay lung bé ai.
— Ngay mai anh s& d€n. Cling khodng gid nay.

Giong noi rdt lai sau, anh ta khong ngoai ¢d lui mét 13n nao
nita ma cut the budc di. Ra dén dudng, chang trai leo 1én chiéc
Mazda 300 ZX mau den béng. Mai toc den va khudon maét trdng
béch dudi anh ndng tt khung cifa tran xe roi xudng nhung anh ta
van chéng hé nhin vdo lai cong vién. Chiéc xe lan banh va trong
thoang chdc phéng vat di mat hat hinh béng sau hang cay.

Chi lac dy tronglong Vi Vin mdi bat dduddy 1én mot chat xao
ddng. Va khong tinh cd, ndi lru luygn ndy sinh mdi lic moét rd nét
khign Vi Van khong sao doc tigp cudn truyén. Nhing hang chi¥ in
trurdc mat ¢6 nhay mua roi nhoe nhoet d8 hién ra bong chang trai
[tng thifng quay lung di. Khudn mat anh ta khong co gi dac bigt,
giong noi anh ta cling chd quyén rii Idm. Va cd nhitng cau 48i dap
nifa, binh thuong, cut ngun...

Theé ma sang hom sau, Vi Van hét cudng ndi y djnh tro ra lai
virdrn hoa, Khong cdm theo sach truyén, ¢d tha thdn quanh hd,
Pam vit Tau trdng khoang den hay ndu vién cd trdng vin boiqua
boi lai, thinh thodng kéu quac quac vo duyén mot cach than nhién,
dang chan. Lan gi6 thodng tit mat hd 1en mat hdn ¥ vi khodng
khoat ma chi khign Vi Vancadm thdy hdt hiu trong quanh qué. May
caAnh buodm sac s& nhédn nho chiap chon trong bong ram mat hay
gquanh quan gifa nhing bui ciy, khéng did cudn theo bude chan
dudi bt ctia ¢6. Ngay cd dam 14 non xanh mudt dng sdc vang tuoi
dang lay déng nhe nhdm trong nhing Jum cé kia chdng con dua
d&€n mot siec sOng ngln ngut veon cao I@n cta thanh xuan phoi
phdi nifa, Vi Van thidy nhu ching dangco vé ddy hr man ma tréu
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nguoi ridu cot cd...

Chang trai d3 ¢6 mat tu bao gio. Anh ta dirng ki€u hém qua
nhung 13n nay chin trai ghéch 1én mat gh# 44 ma tay phdi chéng
nanh ngang hdng con tay trai bam vao thanh gh#, mat ghéch nhin.
Nhin ra anh ta, Vi Vin vin ngdi yén trén beé bd hé. Co dang lang
nghe tur long minh déng Ién chit x6n xao.

Chang trai thd chin xudng, thong thd di lai.

— Thién nga ngu trj bén hd ving.

Néi viy khéng hidu anh ta budt migng mot cdu nhi tham hay
14 11 tdn duong nhat nh&o. Nhung qua hémnay Vi Van mic chigc
40 trdng.CO khong luu tim d&n 161 1€ A1 dap gi ma cd chi thiy su
hign dién cia chang trai ciing du an ui ndi tréng ving roéi.

Anh ta ghé ngdi canh Vi Van.

— Sao? Khong ban nira chu?

Vi Vin lic ddu nhe.

— Hém nay anh ¢é du tinh. Ning dep the nay ma ra bdi bién an
kem, vui diia thi nhdt. Sau @6 sé dan veé gidi thigu vadi 1 ban anh,
Tui né chic phai thich em 1&m. Chju khong?

VAinim lang, Vi Vin ding dung: An kem va dua nghich ngoai
bai bién chi xa la gi vdi ¢d. Con ban bé clia anh ta bt qua nhu bon
cung truong cung I&p cd vay thdi. Nhung bay gid chdng 18 cd ngdi
lai vuon hoa mii, chdng I8 ¢d lai tré vé cdn nha budn ba kia sao...
— Nao, minh di.

Chang trai ditng day va keo tay Vi Van [én theo. Ho budcbén
nhau ra khéi cong vién. Chiéc xe hoi thé thao den béng chém tdi
phong vut di trén duong.

*

Tdi hdm dy chi nhét, bifa com quan tu ca gia dinh. Ba me, vé

chin gio duy nhat sdm trong tudn, nhép nhép chdm rdi nhai com
trong lang I&. Vi T4 vaAn nhur 12 thudng, bung td com d&n sat ti vi,
vita An vita coi. Vi Khanh va Vi Tudn baogid ciing 6n a0 hon ca.
Ho cudi ndi, vung tay dién td. Ho dang tranh nhau k& tha vui hai
ngay vira qua: mdt 1a danh bac va coi shows trén Las Vegas. M6t 13
trai sinh hoat ngoai troi... D&n ic Vi Khanh ra diéusanh nghé, gidi
thich vé nghé thuat choi bai cau thi Vi Tudn gat phét di:
— Bai bac hay ho gi! Saochdng chon nhifng giditrithanh nhi lanh
manh nhu cdm trai, tAm bién. Hodc tham gia vao cac hoat dong
hifu ich cudi tudn nhu ciru tro, giy quy hay van nghé ciu tré déi
bé¢n Phi Chaiu...

Vi Khanh quic mét I&n hét to: '

— Ré&m. Rédm! Pirng dao dic gid 1&én mat thidy ddi. Lic minh d6i
ra bung raday, c6 ai ciru giup cho khong. Hay la tir phaditim dudng
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sdng con lay.
— Ciing la1 giong do.

Ty nhién Vi Tudn bdt gay git lai. Nhung Vi Khanh vin tiép
tuc Xia x06i, coi mdi coén cé vé chi chiét cay ci thém nia:

— Gigng nao?... Khong c¢é giong nay thi chira chic ngn com chéo
gi dbu... Ma con bé ti ddy ddy. Sao chang citu qi.

Dot nhién c6 d6i diia roi manh xudn mat ban an. Vi Khanh Vi
Tudn ngung ngang va nhin sang bén canh. Vi Van b4 lai bat com
con nguyén, chay vot viao trong budng. Ho déu ngac nhién.

Thudong cir xay ra chuyén cdi vd, bao gid Vi Van ciing lén
tiéng Ging hd ldp trudng cda Vi Tudn ma tdn cdng minh nhung vdi
}¢i 1€ nhe nhang @€ can gidn. Tai sao hdm nayné laitd thaidd ky la
vay?...Hay vi minh 33 d& cap dén bd. Nghi thim, Vi Khanh chot
cAm thdy hdi hin, grong gao va tiép miéng com.

Bifa com tir nhign chim vao 1ang 1. Vi Tuin concd vé tite tdi,
bungchén lai ngdi vira an vira xem Tivivdi Vi Ta. Trén ban chicon
lai me va Vi Khanh.

Tudng ciu chuyén ldi qua ti€ng lai 46 rdi sé lodng nhat theo
thoi gian. Nhung khéng. Téithi hai dilam vé, Vi Khanh vin thiy
Vi Van ndm Iy trén givong. Héi Vi Ta mdi bigt Vi Vin bd com
chidu va cling khéng di hoc.

Vio lai phong thdy Vi Vanndm batddng quay mat khuat vach
phia trong. Nhe nhang d€n bén, Vi Khanh dat tay léntranemtham
do. Binh thudng, khéng néng ciing khong lanh va chdng c6 mo
héi.

— Em lam sao thg?

Khong thdy trd 161, Vi Khanh ghé sat xudng mdi nhin rd mit
em gii minh trong bdéng 18 nho nho cda can phong. Vi Van mét
vin md nhung dingim bat ddng. Gidt minh nang so tay vao nguc
em. Ngudi vidn nong, tim vin dap.

Hoédng hdt, Vi Khanh 6m chdm lay em va bat khoc, hét goi Vi
Tuén.

Vi Van duoc dua vao bénh vién cap cuu,

Pén 11 gid d&m khi Vi Tudnchd me vao, Vi Van vita duoc Idy
mau xong va nhén vién truc dang do tim cho ¢6. Vi Khanh thi &
ngoai phdng hanh chanh lo thd tuc nhip vién.

Ba cu doi ¢ lai sdn soc Vi Van, Dan do k¥ ludng xong, Vi
Khanh va Vi Tuén vé nha.

Sang sdm hdm sau, ba chjem vao thim. Ba cu cho bigt Vi Van
vAn thé: Chang biét c6 ngl hay khéng, ddi mit vin md bar dong.
Thé xac vin sdng ma hdn phiach bay bdng ddu dau.

Chiéu hom 4y, Vi Khanh tir chdi moi hen hé mai moc ctiaban
bé. Trudc khi tan sd, nang goi dién thoai v&€ nha. Vi Tu cho biét
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chua c¢d tin tifc gi. Nang lai xe thdng d&n b¢nh vign,

Vi Van da duogc udng thudc an than va ngil r8i nhung cac bac
si chuyén mén vln chira bit ¢d bj bénh gi. Vi Van thigm thip trén
givrdng bénh, khuén mat nhat nhat gifa mau trdng va ngon den
Ong tda ra thit 4nh sidng xanh xao. Ping lang nhin em, Vi Khanh
khéc lang 1€ dat dao...

Ba cu khdng chju cho thay phign, Vi Khanh danh quay v& nha.
V& trudce su ngac nhign cla hai dita em trai, nangidng lang vao bép
niu com, xao rau, ndu canh. An udng va don dep xong xusi, nang
vao phong,

T4m ra, cai mat mé khong xoadjuduaoc ndi budn ba va 4n hin
trong 16ng, Vi Khanh ngin ngai dirng giFa phong. Trong Anh dén
ngl vang nhe, chidc givdng clia Vi Vin ké sat trong vach diy vé
nhd nhoi ti nghigp. Nang budec lai gdn, nhe nhadng sd [2n chidc gdi
r5i ngd minh ndm xudng. Vi Khanh nghe nhu vin con hoiam cda
em tda ra quanh minh...

Vung trd diy, va lin diu tien k€ ttr 1au 1&m rdi, Vi Khanhtién
lai ban bat dén sang lén. Luc ra mdt quyén v& cdn mdi nguyén,
nang b&t diu viét.

*

C3 tuln sau bac sivdn chura tim ra bénh trang ctia Vi Van. Co
chidng them mé migng n6i mdt 161 nao, cit nhu ngudi mat hén. Tuy
nhién ¢4 da chju dn ma khong con mita ra nta. Puocngd li bi vi
thudc an thin nén ¢d xem ra sic dién d3 hdng hao lai phin
nao.Bénh vién danh phaicho ¢6 tam vé nha, mdi ba ngay 1én kham
mdt l4n.

Tulin nifa d€n lrot ba cu bi cim ndng.Vi Khanhtinh 1dy phép
nghl thudng nién & nha san soc cho cd me 1An em gai. Nhungba cu
nhit dinh khéng nghe.

-- Me d4 nghi. Concilingchdngchju di lamna thildyti&ndautiéu
pha cho ¢4 nha, tién diu lo thudc men bénh vién cho em Van,
— Kh8 qua. Con nghi phép thudng nién cé luvong ma me.

— Phdi r6i. Nhung ngay nghidugc chon trudc tir ddunidm, conda
tiéu hét r6i. Bay gio d6t nhién con Xin nghi bu vao thudng nién
nam t&i. Pung lic nay vigc 1am dang xudng, 16 ho vin cé dudi s&,
¢O phdi 1dm nguy cho nha minh khdng... Hai ni¥a, me 3m nhung
con ¢d lo cdng viee nha dugc... Pirng nghi ngang nhu thé. Con ma
mat s¢ bay gid 1a hdng ca.

Vao mot budi trua, ba cy ndm ngld mé mét. Tiéng kéu t dcha
me tir phong bén vong sang, bat gidc Vi Van suc finh nghe thay.
Tiéng U & ciia mdt ngudi dang chdi voi trong con mo goi ciru.
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Tu nhién, Vi Van trg diy 1an budc di.Cd mdi ra dén cda
phong thi giong &1 ¢ trong mo cia ba cu cham ditt bang tigng tré
minh va ho khing khing. Vi Van ding chin lai nghe ngéng. Lat
sau ba cu lai ngu yén tinh.

An tam, Vi Van dinh quay vao giudng nhung thiay dav éc¢
choang vang va budc di khéng that.Co budt tay vin & ti 4o, ngi
ngdi xudng gidfa phong. Nhdm mit lai ma van ¢d cdm gidc quay
cudng, cé nhoai ngudi quér quang tay ndimduwoc ciaichén ban. Thé
14 tur tar 6 12 lai gdn va nhdm 1én ngad ngudi vao ghié, ddu gucxudng
mit ban thd ddc.

Mot lic lau, lan gid nhe tir cita sO len thodng vao mon man
vudt ve trén da mat Vi Van. Hoi tho dju din va ¢6 bt ddu tinh tao.

Thi c3t ddu [én vin thay con hoi ngay ngat nhung Vi Vén lai
nhin ra cudn vo héi nady minh quo tay hit roi tr géc ban xudng, né
dang nim ténh hénh m¢ ra trén mat thdm san vai nhifng hang chii
chi chit. Dinh thdn ngd k¥ lai, ¢6 nhan ra d6 la nét chi¥ chi minh
ViEt,

Td mo, Vi Van nhdt cudn vo 12n gid lai ti trang dau:

“i4 thang 03-19&]

Sao bay gio long t6i ddv nhiFng én han da diét. Vira roi néu téi
khong gic giong day nghién ddc ac ra thi em gai 16i ddu dén néidau
don ma phdingd bénh trdm kha nhu vay. Mong né som tré lai binh
thirong, dé 16i khdi bj day vo dan var. Téi xin nguyén tir nay dift
khodt dep b6 am dnh cd.

Thire ra lau nay qud 161 dm vie maji trong long vé cdai quyér dinh
dy. Toi vdn cho rdng nioi ngueoi trong gia dinh mai mai bdt ¢éng
d6i voi sur hy sinh ctia 161, voi s6 phdn hdm hiu cia 165, Méc du
ngay do, me cit dan ddn lun sdu vae ¢com ¢8i va cdm nin ( Me o, ¢6
phai me da biét ro chuyén dy rgi? )

Con lit em 16i, hdng ngay thdy chung né nhon nho phon phon
an rdi hoc. Ban ddu 16i chi 1di than va we an di: minh la chj jon, phéi
nén ganh lav thiét thoi thay cho cdc em. Nhung vé sau cang chiéng
kién cdnh cac em 161 vé tur séng, 16i lai cang bdn khodn: Pa chdc gi
cai quyét dinh cda 16i hoi dy la hoan toan dung? Va 16i ldn thén e
trach: Gia dinh, nhat la may dia em, khéng hdn chi nhé vao sie hy
sinh caa 16 nhi mot phuong cdch duy nhdr @8 thodat khéi con bi
ciee? Ai bao 16§ dd e nguyén nhan lay khé nhuc!

RGi 16i nhwe kham pha ra minh da vé 1y, thagm vé Iy,

HGi @6, bo di ti cdi tao bdn bdt tin tic. O nhavén lidng da hér
tr lau, 30 dac va moi thi thidt dung ciing hao hut gan hét ma 1 me
dén thdng ut Vi Tu, khdng ai ¢6 vige gi lam d& khd di kiém ra mot
bira dam bac cho ndm miéng dn. Phong trac mo hang quan da
khién cd nha ¢ gdng dung ién mét tup léu ban ca phé nhieng cing
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181 181 1rng ngay, bifa di biFa khong. Thé ma bon phudng khém
luén dén quay rdy de doa dep tiém. Trong khi do cht m¢t minh Sau
Nién, bt thur quan, ci dm thdm dai ddng toingoi dong ¢ qudn hdng
budi.

Luc ddu t6i dau biét nhung sau d8 p, 16i thi nhiéu ldn: Cé mdt
hdn la 16i nhat dinh khong théem bung ca phé ra, din Vi Vannditéi
di vidng, bdo me la 16i bj bénh... Va cudi cung, nhin thay d6i médi
hdn sang ro khi 16i xudt hién, 16i hiédu...

T6i thau hiéu long hdn hon miFa vi hdn chi lung ting ngurong
ngap trucc mdt téi, déi voi riéng 16 ma thoi.

Mot ngay kia, Sau Nién rut ré dwa cho 16ila thur bé viét ve. La
thue chl la 10 gidy hoc tro xélam déi, bé 1 mét trai ta cditgo mién
1@y bdc Bdc Viér viét vé vén ven vai cdu tham hdi nhu mudn ém chi
cho gia dinh biét la b6 hdy con séng, va két ludn bdng mdi 1oa ké
khai nhi¥ng mon qua cdn gifi gap cho bé. Tinh nham so qua, muén
mua di cac mén do thi phdi c6 mon tién tri gia mot luong vang la
I,

Me doc xong lang 18 rét nueoc s6i vao @m 1ra dé 16i bung ra cho
khach. Biél lam sao hon khilgi tikc mdi ngay cda quan ca phé chura
dil taoc mét biFa com no cho gia dinh?

Mot tudn réi hai tudn 18, me van chi Igng 1 cam nin. Pén méi
budi, uéng ca phé xong trircc khi ra vé, Sau Nién an cdn trao cho
me mdt phong bi dan kin bdo dwa lai 16i. MJ ra, 16i va me déu sitng
so: Hai la vang in gon hinh trai nui ong anh.

Sau con kinhngac, me van viiddu, ldng ldng b &i. Chl con lai
minhk 160 ngan ngo suy nghi.

' Cd cdf quan nay ¢6 nguroi dan nao ma khéng biét la Sau Nién
dd ¢é vo con chinh thitc doang hoang. Chuyén nay do bé ra ngoai
thi hdu qud trai hai vo luong...

Qua méot dém trdn troc, hai dém, ba dém roi bén dém, ngay
thif ndm, 161 tim cach gdp riéng Sau Nién:

— Puwra phong bi dé, ong ngu y gi?
— T6i... chl la mon qua 1dng c¢é...

Han ldp bdp trad loi. Toi than nhién 1iép:
— T6i chl nhan khi tién trac chdo mic.

Ké& ur ngay ay, 16i...”

Vi Van khéng doc tip duoc nita, mit c¢d da nhoa 1 héi nao
khong hay. Co6 loang choang dung Ién... nhung nghi sao, ¢6 than
trong x&p lai cudon vad va dat dung vi tri trén ban.

Quay sang givong minh, Vi Van ndm vét ra. Nudc mit &m
thim cu lién tiép va trao nhing giot lin qua ma.Va cung lic ¢6
cang cam thay tdAm thin binh tinh lai.
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Théng sau, Vi Vin da hdi phyc, bac si vin cho nghi thém tulin
nifa ggnh dudng.

Mét budi trua, & nha rigng minh vdng ling, Vi Van tay cim
cudn truyén liing thi¥ng tdn b qua cdng vién bén kia dudng.Ngdi
xudng ght d4, gitfa bAu khong gian @m 4 va thodng mét cta cd cdy,
Vi Van gid s4ch ra va lai chim ngay vao cudc phitu luu clia nhan
vit Olivier do Charles Dickens viét...

Ching r& bao ldu, mdt giong ndi ndi Ién:

— A. Co bé day roi!

Vi Van nging 1én thdy chang trai dang hdm hgd buaoc tdi gin,
chic xe hoi thé thao den béng vAn d4u ngodi 18 dudng kia.

Pén trudc midt Vi Van, anh ta dirng lai, haitay chdng nanh va
d&u hoi nghiéng sang mot bén. Cip 1ong may vAn den rd, cOng vdi
hai quing mit v m&t bén mép hoi nhich 1én, tréong nda lau finh
nia di dom:

— C4 thang rbi chura gip lai em.

Nhu chdng d2 ¥ dn ny cudikhdng hd mdbicia Vi Van sau khi
nghe cAu ndi trén, anh ta chac ludi va ldc nhe diu:
— Lai doc sach.

— R&i sao?

HZt sitc tu nhign lam theo ¥ minh, chang trai sa xudng ngdi

canh Vi Van. Gigng ndi cua anh ta nh¢ lai mon trén:

— Chéc em khdng ban chu?

— Ban,

— O. Th# ching phai em dang doi anh sao?

— Khong.

— L&n truéc minh &4 vui choi voinhau. An,udng, hit, hit... Cung
lii ban anh, tui minh 43 hung tha, vui vay théa thich. Em quén r&i
a’

— Nhd chu.

— VAy minh di.

Néi xong, chang trai ding diy va ludén tién kéo tay Vi Van
nhung c6 da gidng ra. Khung lai, anh ta thoang ngac nhién. Quay
sang vin thiy ny cudi trén mé1 Vi Van tuoi tdn, anh ta yén tri:
— KV ndy anh cho em thay ching ta ¢6 di moi thi. Tién, kim
cueong hay xe hoi. Em mudn lay gi tuy thich.

Vi Van cham rdi l4c ddu nhung v&i nu cudi nd trén moi, thai
d6 c6 ¢6 gi khong 8n.

— Anh khoéng tin.

- Hai khoe migng nhéch Ién khién d6i mat nhu dai ra va hai
quing mit nhu dim sdu thém, chang trai nhé giong tha thi:

— Cha g em khéng thich hat, hit va lam tinh vé1 anh nhu bia
trugec.
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“Bdp” mot ti€ng. Chang trai giAt minh ngi ngdi giffa nén sbi
13i di. DPwa ban tay trai l2n s& ma, anh ta kinh ngac, trdn mét nhin
sirng.

Trén mi2ng nu cuwdi bi€n mat tu hdinao, d6i16ng may nhiu lai
khién cai nhin cta Vi Van 16 vé gidn d¥ pha lin nghiém khic.

M4t lic im lang tréi qua. Tir mét hd lan gié nhe thodng tdi.

Khudén mit Vi Van binh thudng lai. Nhung hai ngudi vin
nhin nhau... Chang trai ti tir dung day.

— Em lam sao thg?

Giong anh ta ém dju vudt ve.Vi Van lac dau,
— Khéng buén anh chuy?

Cui xudng nhit chigc giay cia minh, Vi Van gdnrdo tirng tiéng
noi:

— Anh di di. Vui chot vdi i ban anh va dung trg lai ddy ni¥a.

Ngoeo diu, chang trai dua hai tay ra phén tran:

— Em khong thich thi thoi. Vigc gi...

Vut dirng én, Vi Van vung chiéc giay va budc toi:

— Rdi khdi day ngay!
— Puoc. Puoc rdi... Pi thi di...

Chang trai 13p bdp ndi va lui dan. Té1 mdt quang xa, anh ta
mdi dam quay lung bd ra xe mét nudc.

R&i theo chigc xe hoi the thao den bong phoéng di mat hit, Vi
Vin thé ra mot hoi dai.

Tha chiéc giay xudng, nhat cudn sich I&n Vi Vin ngdi lai ghé
d4. Cb nhin quanh: Dan vjt Tau, trdng khoang den hay niu viéncd
tréng, vin nhdn nho boildi. Pim 14 xanh ndn van ikng vang lung
linh dudi vat ndng trua va hoi gié thoang lan khodng khoat.

Nghiéng diu trén cudnsach 83 md rasdnsang, Vi Vintigp tuc

doc truyen.
e Pham Qudc Bao

Bac ST HUYNH HUU CUU
Diplomate, American Board of Ophthalmology

Tri bénh mdt, Giai phau mdl, Lam kiéng, Soft Contact Lens
Lam wviéc theo hen
Nhan Medi-Cal va Bao hiém

9559 Bolsa Ave., Suite B, Westminster, CA 92683
(Goc Bushard, trén lau Bolsa Mini Mall)

(714) 531-9401
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Pdang Phung Quan
Sinh nhat

Em hdy thdp nu hén ddu sinh nhat
Khi viing doi con ldy 161 don ¢oi
Mt trang sdu gidng tod kin tubi 16i
Thot sang ky, ngay vé vang moéng mj

Khung ky niém dudi xua tudn an mat
Xiem y ngoi em ngu gitka ¢6 liéu
Than hoa thach trén dén dai hitu thé
Viét cho nang trang sach maoi tinh yéu

Hay quén hdy quén chiéu qua bong t6i
Xdc thit nhiém mdu ddu xubng hon em
Giot swong nhii két thanh ldng tuong mo
Ng& mot vung troi bia da goi tén

Thud cung kiém vach ngang son ha do
Lich st doi chia nhu chuyén may muea
Vai t6¢ x6a loi thé nguyén tdng biét

Co ké lén duong, ¢6 ké tién dua

Em hdy thdp nu hén ddu sinh nhat
Viet tro vé ngudn hoang phé kiép xua
Khung ky niem ém vong tay siéu viét
Khéng, mét ldn khong —

hu vo bat tuvét.
Thang 8.86.
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Cung Tién
Hoa am va am nhac Tay phuong thé
ky XX—(ky moét) »

S

Néu quan nigm khéng gian am nhac nhu khong gian Newton,
chi cd ba chiéu, thi hoa 4m 1a chi€u thi ba, ngodi giai &igu va nhjp
tiét: giai digu 1a mit ndi cha mdt khic nhac, dwoc nhip tiét ddy tdi'
trong thdi gian; con hoa 4m la mat chim, la chiéu sdu, chuyén déng
theo nhjp cla chinh né (thudng goi 12 nhjp héa am). Trong 4m
nhac Ty phurongth2 ky XX, hoa dmciingd3 ¢c6 nhFng thay 481 v6
cung co ban so vai cac theé ky trude.

Pugc dich tir cac chd Tay phuong, ¢ gdc Hy-Lap la
harmonia (33), hda 4m nhu ta hi€u ngay nay thudng mang dinh
nghia ky thuédt nay: cich phdi hop nh¥ng ndt nhac cho phat ra
cung mot lie € tao nhiFng “am hudngdoc”, verrical sonorities, va
lién ti€p trong thoi gian d€tao bude dién ti¥ncha nhifng Am hudng
d6. Hoa 4m ciing cdn mang mdt dinh nghia ndi ham, 14: he thdng
nh#ng nguyén tdc qui dinh, hudngdan cach phdi hop cacndt nhac
theo chi€u doc, va khai trién cac tap hop am thanh 46 theo chiéu
ngang, dac biét 1a hé thdng “hdéa 4m ¢ chh am™, tonal harmony
(coOn goi 14 “hoa Am co6 chite ndng”, functional harmony), cia thaoi
C38 di€n/Ling man Au chau. O day, khi xét d¢n qua trinh ti€n héa
cia hda 4m Tay phuong, td6i mudn tro vé nghia hep nay cia tu do.
Nhung tnrdc khi ban d&n hoa 4mhién dai, va 48 nhindiénduoc rd
hon nh&ng thay d3i co ban cta nd, thiét tudng ta cing nén lam

* Bai nav duoc khai irién thém, 1iép theo loar bai ¢o nhan dé chung "' Chit
ligu va kv thudr rao thanh mdi trong dm nhac Tay phwong hién dai”, da
diwcoe ding 1rén Vian Hoc Nghé Thudt, b6 mdi, sé 5 (thang 9.1985), sé
6(10.1985) va s 8.9 (12.1985,1.1986), tién than cia tap chi nay.
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mdt “flashback” dudi ddy, 8 phac hoa guan nigm da thanh
(polyphony) n6i chung, va ngudn géc cia hda &m Tay phuongnéi

réng.
Da thanh — Dj thanh

Pa thanh va hoa Am — trong nghia that rdng, that “ngoai dign” clla
ti ngf — khong hé 1a dac quyén ¢ia Ty phuong trung ¢d hay hién
dai: d6 12 mdt nhdn dinh 43 dugc nhic dilap lai nhiéu 1an ké ¢t khi
cudn sich ¢8 di€n cua Curt Sachs, nha nhac sit va dan-tdc nhac-
hoc tién bdi (1881-1959), dugc xuit bdn 44 gidn nifa the k¥ nay,
Khod'i nguyén cua am nhac trong doi thuirong ¢6 Pong va Tay (34).
Bing nhi¥ng bién cu hing hén dua trén din chirng nhac hay tai ligu
va hinhdnhljchsit litn quan d&n céngtrinh taonhacam clianhiing
nén vin minh ¢8 dai Dong phuong va Tay phuong, k& cd nhing
“chitng liu song” 1a cdc dan tdc “ban khai” hign nay tai Phi chidu
va cac quin d3do Thai binh duong, 6ng k&t ludn: “Khdng mét luc
dia ndo, khéng mot quin d3o nao lai thidu ving nhifng hinh thaiso
ddng cla (nhac) da thanh” (35).

Hién tugng ddng thoi (simultaneity Jcia Am thanh thidiy riy
trong thién nhién, va hin 43 dugc quan siat va nhin thic ti budi
binh minh cda nhan loai. Hay dua tri tudng tugng vé mot budi
sang Viét nam “tho mdng” noi ddng da, Iic chim thic gidc liu lo,
ldy rén, tiéng ong bay di ki€m nhuy hoa lam mat, ddngthdivinglai
1 phia xa nao 46 tiéng sudi thi thim reo, va rirng cdy vi viit gio, 14
x40 xac dudi chdn tha ring... Kip dén khi 43 8n cu, thi bitc hoa
ddng que Viét nam bdng 4m thanh d6 lai diém thém nhiing tiéng
tat nudc, ddp lua, gid gao, va nhing tiéng sio muc déng, tigng ho
kéo gd, chéo ghe, nhitng ti€ng hat quay to, dét vai... Réi trai gdi 1
tinh trong nhifng khic “hat luon” mién Bic, *hat hué tinh™ mién
Nam: tiéng ctia ngu &icon trai cit lén trudc, cua ngudi con gai cat
I2n sau, va mot tinh cd thin tién nao d46 khién hat tiéng hat 4y bit
gip nhau ¢ trén khong, dan5ng vao nhau, hoa hop véinhau, giao
thoa nhau & mot khodnh khic nao trong khéng gian Am nhac: cé
the k& d6 1a trang thai “song thanh” (diaphonia) d4u tién, don so
md tinh i nhdt, cia loai ngudi viy.

T6i con nghi d€n nhing khtic ho mai doan va ho mai truéng
nghe trén sdng nudc mién Nam ta: trong lic giong ho cha “cii k&
chua ditt, thi giong ho cua “con x6" di cat len d€ ¢d rinh idng vao
giong truroe, khign tao nén, trong khodnh khéc, & cac phach nhijp
cudi mbi “lop mai” va ddu “Idp tréng”, cdc chum dm hai ndt nhac
k& ma nhau & quing hai, c6 khi & quiing ba hay sau, va c6 khi &
quang bdn hay nam, nhu thi du 29 dudi day (36):
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Néu theo dinh nghia “di thanh™ fheterophony) cua Curt
Sachs, 1a “moi loai biéu di&n (nhac) c6 bé, phé mac cho truyén
théng va tuy ung: (mdt thut) ddi-di€m tic-hing thay vi duge tac-
tao” (37) — nghia 1a th€ nhac trong 86 ahiding phdi hap chiéu doc
k%1 tu tinh cd& khi cac ngudi bidudién cé ¥ dinh hat, hay tau, cling
mdét giai digu cha mdt khiac nhac nhung lai khong theo dong am
(unison), va doi khi cling khong hoan toan theo diing giai digu ay,
ma con them thit, o diém mot vai ndt —, thi nhac dj thanh ¢8
truyén cla ta cling 43 dugc the hign trong thanh-nhac ciing nhu
khi-nhac. Thanh-nhac, qua nhing khuc dén ca nhiéu bé cda céac
d6ng bio thidu s5 (Thai, Meo); khi-nhac, qua nhiFng tdu khiccho
cac ban dai nhac, nhd nhac, ngil tuyét, v.v..., v&i nhiéu nhac khi
khac nhau, du loai: tir phong-/ huyén-/ bi- dén bdn-thanh (38).
Cac giai diéu trong khi-nhac di thanh ndy ciing dugc “ddng bd
hoa”, di khong dugc viét xudng: & cac phach manh thi tau hoidc
d5ng am hoidc quing tam, & cdc phach y&u thi tdu bat cut ndtnao
trong thang am diéu thitc (modal scale} dugc st dung luc ay.

Nhing bidu thi da thanh khac cda Viét Nam 1 hat dum, hat
giam, hat ddi (antiphonal), hdat dudi, bdr (canon). Mac du khong
hoi du mot s8 dic tinh va yéu 18 nao d6 d8€ cé dugc tu cach mét
dinh nghia chit chg Tay phuong, va ndi the c6 thé€ lam phat long
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mdt sd nha mdé pham kho tinh, nhung chiing chinh la mat thu “dai
di€m” vay. Cing “d6i di€m” nhu nhiing khiic hop xudng nhiéu bé
cua cdc din toc Thai binh duong hay Phi chdu. Thi du sau day,
trich doan md dau mot khic canon hai giong nif, vdi hai giong
nam phu hoa bing mot “4m nén kép™” (double pedal points) do
quang nam lap thanh, cla thd din ddo Flores & Ma-lai-a (39), cho
thay mot phdi hop tinh xdo “bat ngo™ (thi du 30):
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Thi du 30: HOP XUUNG CUA AU FLORES (M&-lai) Theo Jaap Kunst
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Tém lai, micdu § thitc vé dathanh va dj thanh cla cacdan toc
ngoai Tdy Au dd khong dua ho tdi dugc chigu thif ba trong khong
am gian &m nhac, va dudng nhu khéng tao dugc mdt boi canh,
mdt khong khi xic cAm riéng biét, nhung cling da khi€nho st dung
mot s& nhing ki thuat “ddi didm” thé so, cling nhur nhing thuén
am tu nhién nhit va phd bién nht cla loai ngudi la quing tam,
bdn. va nam. Thé nhung, néu nhu cdc loai am nhac da/dj thanh
vira néi fuwdt & trén da dudng nhu chi duoc biéu dien mot cachtuy
iing va khong duoc ghi chép lai, thi nhac da thanh Tay phuong la
th8 loai duy nhit trén thé gidi dd dugc quan nig¢m va thuc hanh
mdt cach co y thure, hinh thanh trén co sd “khoa hoc” (40),vaduoc
ghi chép xudng @& mdi ngay moi tranh dugc tinh cach tuy ing hay
ngiu hifng.

Quan niém vé da thanh va vé cong trinh ghichép, cd tieng nhac
14n cach thifc tidt tdu, di 1a hai dién tién song song, an khdp vdi
nhau va phy thudc 1An nhau. Qua vay, hai hign turong c6 ¥ nghia
I6n nhidt trong sudt ca lich sit am nhac Tdy phuong da la: su phat
tri€n cham chap, do dim qua sau thé ky (X d&n XVI), duoc mgt hé
théng kv Am c6 kha nidng va uy€n chuyén nhu ta thdy ngay nay
(41), va k¥ thudt soan nhac nhiéu gigong hay bé, véi nhiing tuong
quan chidu ngang cfing nhur chidu dec dugc dua tir tinh trang 1dng
120, tuy tng va nglu hing nhit & theé ky X va X1, chod&n khiduac
hé théng héa vdi nhiFag qui luat ddidigm vo cung chat ché va phite
tap & thé ky XVl — “Thoi Hoang Kim" cua nhac da thanh Au
chiu.
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Tuy nhign, ¥ thitc vé tac dung cda nhifng 4m hudng doc, 18i
nghi va viét doc (lam dién ti€n nhé¥ng ¢dt hop 4m) d4 chi dén sau
nhiéu the k¥ do ddm, va la hdu qua cla ¥ thifc vé Am hudng ngang,
ctia 131 nghi va viét ngang (chuy€n ddng ctia nhing hang giai diéu
chdng I6p [&n nhau). R6 hon, hoa am nhu ta hiéu ngdy naychi tro
nén mot thue € khi: (a) n6 d4a 1ay hgp am (chord) thay thé Quang
(interval) lam yéu td kién tric; (b) hap 4m bd ba (triad) 33 thanh
hinh va duoc coi la hop &m quan trong hon cd; (¢) digu trudng/
thit (major/ minor modes)da thing the cac didu trung ¢8 (medieval
modes); va (d) “diéu thuc”, modality, di nhuong vai troé chi dao
cho “chu am thuc”, ronality, trong qua trinh san xudtnhacam. Dé
soi sang bon st viéc ¢ tac dung trong hd nay, dudi day la mot so
phac rat “cham pha” vé budce dién tiEn ciia nhac da thanh va hoa
am Tay phuong.

Binh ca — Doi diém

Nhac nghé thudt Tdy Au (d€ phin bigt vdi nhac dan gian, haydan
ca) xudt phat tt hai nguén chinh: nhac dao, va nhac d&i. Ca hai
d&u c6 dnh hudng truc tiep d€n su phat trién cla hé thdng hdbaam
Tay phuong.

Dong séng cudn tdi nhiéu phi sa mau md nhit cho 1y thuyét
nhac da thanh Tay Au sau nay la nhac dao, mang tén “binh ca”,
plainchants, cia Gido hoi Co-ddc La-tinh. Thodt thai tir nhactung
ni¢gm hébro thoi Co dai (tu Jéruxalem va Xyria) va tir nhifng ca
khic din gian sau nay tai cac dja phuong dudi anh hudng clia
Gido hoi mién Tay, bdi nhifng tic gid vé danh, binh ca dugc ndy
nd tir nhitng nim sém nhat chia k§ nguyén cong lich, mdi nam mai
ruc r, va birngré vao thg ky VII (*Thoi Hoang Kim” ctia binh ca),
vd, do mot séc lénh nam 1903 cta Gido hoang Pius X, d4 tré thanh
nhac phung vu chinh thitc, d&én nay van ¢on nghe thiy trong céc tu
vién va giao dudng Thién chia gido (42).

D6 14 nhifng miu don digu ngdn, duy cho giong hat nam —
tuyét d8i khong nhac dém va tuvét d8i khong giong niF —, ¢cé 4m
vurc hay pham vicao dd (gnibitus) rit gidi han trénthanham - néi
chung, 16i quang tdm —_ va, nhu t&n goi goi ¥, ¢d chuy®n ddng rit
bing phang. binh ling, tao mét khdng khi durdng nhu khéng xtc
cdm: [én xudng phdn lén theo tirng bic, hodc quing ba, quing tu,
va mang nhip tiét rat ty do, cé don vj thoi khoang duy nhat (nghia
14 khong c6 ndt dai, ndt ngan). Chite nang cda binh ca 14 ldy tigng
nhac chuyén chd vdn bancita nghi l€ giaodudng La-mi — ca tung
Chua (Psalms, Hymns), cau nguyén Chuaa ( Prayers), hay doc Phiic
Am —, vi nhu thé van ban &y nghe trang nghiém hon 1a nu chi
ding tiéng noi tron, “pham tran™ (43).
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Binh ca da duoc hat theo “digu™ nao, thangdm nao? Hay ding
hon, cdu hdi phai dat nguoc lai: “Thang Am triru trgng/ 1y thuyét
nao thich hop vdi nhitng khic binh cacu thg, dicotrongthuc t8?”
(bdi |& nguyén tdc co ban trong su phat tri€n 4m nhac, clda bat ci
nén vin hdéa ndo, nguyén thdy ciing 1a: ca nhac cé trude, 1y thuyét
dén sau). D& phin loai nhing mau don digu truyén khiu cé nhidu
nguon gdc khac nhau, ti Can ddng deén Dja Trung HAi, mang
nhiéu lan nét giai digu khic nhau d6, cac tusi/ 1y thuyét gia trong
cac thé ky IX-X1da x€pchungvao mot hé thong khép kin gdm tdm
“digu”, modes, thudng goi la “digu thirc Giao hdi” hay “nha tho™;
Ecclesiastical/ Church modes. Chung thudc loai cac 4m giai Tay
phuong bay not, Aepratonic, cling goi la Am giai nguyén, diatonic,
nghia la thang 4am ma qudng tdAm chGa bat cif mot ndt nao trong 46
(hay khodng cach cao d0 4m thanh gitfa m4t ndt nhac co tin s6 x
vad mét ndt khac ¢d tin sd 2x, hay nguoc lai) cling phdi gdbm cé ndm
nguyen cung va hai ban cung — nhu &3 sdp x&p trén nh¥ng phim
tring cia dan piano. Hé thong thang 4m trung c8 nay 1a k&t qui
cua mt tdng hop gia (a) nhing dac tinh giai diéu cua chinh kho
tang binh ca da dang, da nguyén, d3 néi; (b) Iy thuydt vé “tam loai
digu hat”, okroéchos, cia Gido hdi Thién chia mién Pong bat
ngudn tir vin héa Byzantin; va (¢) md thuic “tit huyén”, hay nhi¥ng
chudi-bon-am, tetrachords, xay thanh thang am hai-quang-tam
cia (8 Hy-lap (44).

D nguyén Gy th€ nao chiang nita (45) thi khiic binh ca nao
cling dd duoc “nhdt” vao mot trong tam diéu trung c§ sau day, tuy
theo “k&t am”, finalis (nghia 12 am cham diit thdng thudng cia
khic hat) va tuy theo “am vuc”, ambitus, cia nd (thi du 31):

“hi' dy 31: TAH 0IfU WHA THO' TRUMG €&
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(Thi duy trén con cho thay vj tri cia “am doc kinh™, Psalm
tone/ tenor, ciia moi di¢u. Poi khi, trong mt khiic binh ca, Am nay
duoc lap lai nhiéu lin, khign ngudi nghe ¢6 cdm tudng nhu né 1a
am ket, nén con ¢6 tén 1a “ddng k&t Am”, confinalis. Cac sach nhac
sif cling goi ndéla “am at”, dominant. Cling dirng nhim nd véidm
at trong hé thong hoa 4m sau nay cua the ky XVIII-XIX, s& ban
dén sau, 14 bac tht nim cda mdi thang Am trudng/ thir).



Van Hoc 90

Th# roi, d€ tang thém nia phin trong thé cho cac budi &, nhat
la vao cac dip “Ié trong” nhu Giang sinh, Phuc sinh, ca trudng
(cantor) cla cac tu vién thdi Trung ¢d chdng nhifng da ty ¥ theém
thit cd 101 mdi lAn nhac mdi (goi la rope, “ca chuy€n ban”, va
sequence, “ca tiep lien”) vao kho binh ca tigu chuidn cla phung vu,
ma con “td diém, trang tri” cic don diéu binh ca ¢d sin, lam cho
ching nghe “gidon” hon, c6 &m hudng hon, bing cach soan thém
mdt hay nhi&u bé dé hdt ddng thoi voi khuc bink ca dy: ddy chinhla
lic phéi thai ctia nhac da thanh dwrgc viét xudng clia Tay phuong
viy. Chitng tich s¢m nhdt cta né, nhac da thanh, duac ghi trong
mdt tai lidu viét tay hign co, Musica Enchirias, “Am nhac chi nam”
(46). Pay la cudn sach ghi chép lai (47) cach soan mdt organum,
“khtic hat b&”, nghia la phdi hop mgt don didu binh ca c6 san, coi
dé 1a “giong chinh”, vox organalis. Don gidn nhat va ciing s¢m
nhdt (khodng850) la hit hai giong song song, ndt-ddi-ndt, chuyén
d6ng d6ng nhip, giong chinh ndm trén, cach giong be mét quing
nim hay bdn dudi(ca hai phaila “quangdung”). MOt hay cd haibe
cé th€ duoc khuéch dai bidng mdt/ hai giong khic n¥a & quing
tam, lap thanh hop xudng khic ba/bon bé. Thi.du 32 sauday, hat
be quing bdn, duagc lay ra t Enchirias:

Thi dy 32: HAT BE QUANGC BON THEO "MUSICA ENCHIRIAS"
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(Hgi Chda trén trodi, Chda cﬁg bién gﬁﬁ,

Cua mat trdi sang, va cua dAat hnang, ‘

Bay t6i hén mon cua Ngal, khi thd phdﬂng
Ngai bang nhdng khdc ca sung kinh,

Khan cau Ngai giai thﬂat he khoi mudn van
bat hanh.)

(Thi du trén 12 kifu hat bé quang bdn tu do, vi hai giong song
ca khong hoan toan theo ehuy&n ddng song song tir ddu &n cudi).
Tir d6 dén thg ky XV, nhac da thanh sém nay lién tuc trdiqua
nhiéu ching tién hda, 16t xac, bieén thé, va cdi danh. Ching han,
giong chinh vé sau duoc cho ndm dudi va d0i tén la “giong ngin”,
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tenor, vi la giong phai hat ngén dai, hay gid 1au, tiing ndt clia khuc
binh ca c6 sdn, duoc coi la nén tdng cho (cic) gigng bé dugce xay
(ting 16p) & trén d6. N&u giong be nay dugc bgn thanh mot vong
hoa giai di¢u méidé choang lén khic binh ca nghi I& kia (theo kiéu
hat chu8i-d8i-ndt) thi thé loai nay dwroc dit tén la “hat be hoa my”™,
florid organum, cdn goi 1a “hat be theo chudi luyén lay”,
melismatic organum, ddc biét 1a khivin ban cda khic tinh ca 14 cac
céng thite xung tung Chua, nhu Alleluia, *Hay ngaica Yehova”,
hoac Benidicamus Domino, *Hay chic tung Chua™ thi du (33) :
Thi dy 33: BAT BE HOA MY
{Theo ban vietr tay “Calixtinus',

trong tu v%ﬁn Compostela, Tay-ban-nha,
gida thd ky XIL)

fil-
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Con néu giong be & trén lai vAn hat d3i nhau ting ndt (hodccod
thé chudi-ddi-chudi) vadi giong ngin nga khic binh ca & dudi,
nhung khong theo cdc quing song song cd dinh bdn/ndm/tdm
nhu hdi diu nifa ma ding nhidu quing bign d8i khic nhu
hai/ba/sdu..., va theo cac kiéu chuyén dong (motions) khic nhau
nhir “khéng cin xitng”, “nguoc chiéu”, va “dong dang™ (48), thi
kifu hat be nay dugc goi 1a “ca dd1 déu”, discantus
(discant/déchant), vi giong phu hat ddi lai ting ndt ddng thdi vdi
giong chinh hat ca khiic {cantus).

The rbi, d€ ddng bo hba cac bé hgp xudng dang khi cing hat
khdi “so le”, nhac cé nhip (musica mensurata) di ra ddi khodng
cudi the k¥ X1l cung véicach ky 4m (cia Franco de Cologne) cho
thdy rd thoi khoang ngin, dai nhdt dinh cla ndt ahac. Mdi diu
nhip dé duy da chi 13 nhip ba (ternary rhythm/meter)do déng gop
ly thuy@ét cla truong phai Notre Dame de Paris vdi Léonin (hdu
ban t.k. XI1) va Pérotin (1160-1220), hai dai dién chinh ctiia phong
trao “Ngh¢ thuat c3”, Ars antigue, sau dugc bd tic them nhip hai
(binary) bdi truong phai “Nghé thuit mdi”, Ars nova, ciing &
Phap, v6i Jean de Muris (chétkh. 1351)va Philippe de Vitry (1291-
[361).

T4t cd nhifng phat trién vira ndi trén ddy — hat bé hoa my,
discantus, chuyén dong doc 1ap cia cdc bé hop xudng, sit dungcic
quang ngoai quang thudn, va su ra ddi cua nhjp thudc ciing nhu
trurdng canh (measurej — di 1a nhiing gach vira d€ xay dung mot
kién tric A&m thanh mdi cia nhac da thanh Tay phuong tut th2 ky
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XIV dén XVI: “nhac 481 diém”, contrapunctus (chi¥ tit coa
punctus contra punctum, “diém-d6i-d1€m”), ciing goi la “not-ddi-
ndt”, nota contra notam. Thoat thai tir thé loai discantus noéi trén,
d6 1a k¥ thuit soan hop xudng, mdi diu hai, sau ba, bdn bé hay
nhiéu hon (thi du tdm bé cho mdt ban hop xudngkép)theo mot hg
thdng qui ludt mdbi ngay mot chit ch®. Cac dac tinh chd yéu cha doi
diém 14: cac b hop xudng phdi duoc soan cach nao 48 khi hat lén
nghe nhur cac giai digu rigng biét, ddc 1ap vdi nhau vé chuyén déng
chiéu ngang, nhung lai ¢ quan he nhat dinh vdi nhau & chiéudoc,
dic biet 13 phdi cho thidy rd tuong phan gitfa cic “thuan Am hoan
toan” (perfect consonances, 1a cic quing ddng 4m, bdn, nam, va
tAm) va cic “thudn adm bt toan” (imperfect consonances, quing ba
va sdu ). N2u don gian hoa t8i da, thi k¥ thuit soan d3i dié¢m hoi
d3du co thé tom tdt nhu sau: 1ay mot giai didu c6 sdn nao d6, thi du
mot khic binh ca, chon mét loai nhijp nao d6, réi viét them mét,
hai, hay ba bé ¢ trén va dudi giai diéu d6, k& tiép tit bé no dén be
kia (cho nén goi 1a “d8i di@m k& ti€p™, successive counter-point); &
lic m& diu va chdm dit khic hap xudngthi mbi giong bé phdilap
vdi giong chinh (gial dig¢u) nhifng quang thudn am hoan toan, con
& gilfa thi cho cac thuan am hoan toan, bt toan, va (d6i khi)
nghich &m xen k& véi nhau. K§ thuat d6i di€m don so nay vé sau
duac cac nha soan nhac bién hoa tinh xao hon, va duaccacnhaly
thuygt thdi Phuc hung & Y nhu Joannes Tinctoris (kh. 1435-1511),
Franchino Gafori (1451-1522), Pietro Aron (kh. 1470-1545), va
nhét 12 Gioseffo Zarlino (1517-1590), hé thong héa thinh mdt nghe
thuat da thanh vo cung phuc tap, véi nhifng k¥ thuat dic biét nhu
“phdng mau”, imitation; nhiéu loai hat “dudi, bat", canons; va
fuga, la loai nhac d5i di€ém phdng miu tdi hau va vién man nhdt,
duroc J.S. Bach (1685-1759) dua d&n cho tuyét dinh cha nghé thuét
da thanh, v6 tién khoang hau trong lich st am nhac Tay phuong.

Cung Tién

(Ky tai: Hai sdc hoa bi hoan — Hop ém “Ba Ngéi”— Hoda dm va
d6i didm trong nhac Tady phuong hién dai).
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Ghi Chu

(33) Tuong ciing nén mé mdt ngodc o ddy deé luu y nguci doc rdng
gquan niém vé “hoa dm"” trong cdac nén van minh lon thoi xua da
khéng lién hé gi dén nghé thudt hoa dm nhur ta sdp dink nghia, ma
dd dinh lién vori mot v tru ludn thé so, theo do thi vid tru khong
phdi la hén mang, ma ¢6 trdr we, ¢6 “hoa hop”. Su hoa hop nay
dugc phdn énh trong Gm nhac. Ta déu biét nhac va lé da duoc coi
trong thé nao tai C6 Trung hoa. Tinh “thdn diéu” va khd ning
“didu hoa” cua nhgc trong mang luoi guan hé giia bg ba Thién—
Pia— Nhdn dd duoc Tu-ma Thién (163-85 tr. CN) nhdc dén nhiéu
trong St ky: nhac twong uing voi Trod, 18 twong ing voi Par; “dai
nhac” ¢ the 1ao duge sie hai hoa giiFa Troi va Dat, va do dé gitka
Ngucoi voi Nguot va voi mudn vat, v.v,..

Tai C8 Hy-lap, ciing nhu Trung ¢6 Au chéu sau nay, “héa ém
hoc”, harmonics, durgc coi la mét mon khoa hoc vat Iy nghién ciiu
dm thanh, va cung voi hinh hoc, s6 hoc, va thién van (tgo thanh
“Tw dao”, Quadrivium} la 56n mén todn hoc bdt budc trong gigo
duc, va cong voingi¥ phap, lugn 1y, va tutu hoe (goila“Tam dgo”,
Trivium) dé lam thanh bdy mén “khoa hoc nhén vin’. Pythagoras
(thé iy VIir.CN)da dung no dé tim hiéu thé gici hién wwrong, nhat
Ia thé gici thién vdn, duoc “1ié1 16" qua nhitng su kién am hoc va
bibu didn bdng nhiéng ty ¢ 56 hoc don gidn. Theo 6ng va truong
phadi éng (ma dnh hudong con kéo dai toi thoi Trung ¢& Thién chua
gido), néu nhifng thién thé chuyén dong déu dgn, “hoa hop" 6
1rdt tw nhu thé, thi dr chung da phdi chju su chi phoi cua cung mot
qui lugt chi phéi ém thanh, 1a ludt ma ta 6 thé quan sat va mé 14
bdng thi nghiém vé suy ludgn 1odn hoc, nhét la cac quang Idp thanh
cde thudn am (consenances) nhu qudng tdm, ndm, va bon (1y 1é 1:2,
2:3, va 3:4)(coi thém chu thich 40 duoi ddy). Hon niia, cdac ty 1é nay
mang cac chif s6 ddu cua bé dém, la cac s6 nguyén nhd, va lai ndm
trong “bé bén” (tetraktys) ndi 1iéng, tao thanh cap s6 cong ddu tién
la 1, 2, 3, 4! Bén con s6 nay mang nhiing iwong quan sé hoc ma
nguot xua cho la "ky diéu”(nhuw 1/2: 2/4; 3-2: 2-1;1-3:2-2; va 1-2-
3-4: 10, nghiq la ro lgi don vj), va chinh con s6 4 cing ia con 58
“huyén diéu” nifa (cing nhu voi Trung qudc thei xua), nhee: bén
canh hinh vuéng; bén mua; bén huong; bén tinh tét la ¢cong binh
— thin trong — chiu dung — diéu dé; bén nguyén 16 la ddt —
nuoc — khéng khi — lda (so voi cac bé bén cua Trung hoa: ni
gide; W thoi; i phuong, w dirc la hidu—dé—irung—iin, hay
cong—dung-ngén—hanh; va tu duy la lé—nghia—liem-si;
nhung... ngii hanh la kim—mdéc—thuy—hda—thd), v.v. Cho nén
khéng phai tinh co ma hé 1héng thang am Iy thuyét cua Co Hy-lap
dd diege xdy trén “t huyén”, hay chudi-bon-dm (1etrachord) cia
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Pythagoras, di tu cao xudng thdp, ldp thanh pham vi cia quing
bon ding, la nguyén cung — nguyén cung — bdn cung; va bon
chudi nhuwr vy tao nén thang dm hai-qudng-dm phén-biét, goi la
“Bai hé théng toan hdo": la—sol—fa—mi/ mi—ré —do—si/ /la—
sol—fa-—mi/ mi—ré—do—si. Nhuw ta sé thay trong bai nay, thang
dm nay da la can ban ly thuyét cho cdac diéu nha tho Trung ¢6 Au
chdu, va 1 d6 cho nghé thudt hoa am Tay phuong trong sudt ndém
thé ky nay. Vé lién hé gitFa nhifng consd va dm nhac, nhét la lugt vé
am tiét(accents), coi ldp ludn cua Thanh Augustine (354-430) trong
St. Augustine’s De Musica: A Synopsis cua W. F. Jackson Knight
(Hyperion Press, Inc., Westport, Conn., 1979). Vé hé théng thang
am cua C& Hy-lap, coi Curt Sachs, sach dan & chu thich 34 dudci
day, tr. 222-238.

(34) The Rise of Music in Ancient World, East and West (W. W.
Norton & Co., New York, 1943).

(35) Sach ddn trén, tr. 48.

(36) Thidunayduagctrichdoan i hai khiic ho Bén Tre, do cdp Lu
Nhat Vii va Lé Giang suu tam va ky am, trong Tim hiéu dan ca
Nam bd (Saigon, 1983), tr. 32-42.

(37) The Wellsprings of Music (Martinus Nijhoff, The Hague,
1961), tr. 191. “PEi-diém 1ic-hing ", hay contrappunto alla mente,
la 167 hat bé vng khdu; con “tdc-tao™, res facta, la khi cac bé déu
dugc soan va viét ra. (Thudt ngiF cia thoi Trung ¢6 va Phuc hung).

(38) Tam djch tw cdc chi¥ aerophones/chordophones/
membranophones/ va idiophones. Thudc loai thif nhat, cua ta, la
nhitng nhac cu théi, nhur sao, dich, kén; thudc loai hai, lé nhitng
dan day, nhu ddéc huyén, tam huyén, dan nguyvét, ty ba, tranh,
nhi...; logi ba, gom nhiing nhac cu ma tdc-nhdn tao-am la da thu
phai khé va cang thdng, nhu bong, tréng nhac, trong com, tiéu ¢0,
dai ¢6...; va loai chor, gom nhing nhac cu lam bdng char dan hoi
(kim khi, g6) tur né ¢6 thé 1qo am, nhu sénh, sénh tién, chudng,
chiéng, la, chiim choe, v.v. (L6i phdn loai t6ng quar nay, hién di
duge hdu héi trong gici van hoc va nhac-sd hoc thira nhin, di do
Curt Sachs voi E. M. von Hornbostel thiét lgp tu nam 1914. Xin coi
Curt Sachs, The History of Musical Instruments, W. W. Norton:
New York, 1940, tr. 454-467).

(39) Theo C.Sachs, The Rise..., sdd, tr.51. Ngodi ra, ¢o thé coi
thém cdc khuc song thanh o Pai duong chau, Tan Ghi-né, Phi
chdu, v.v., do Marius Schneider swru tdm vaky éam trong “ Primitive
Music”, The New Oxford History of Music, I: Ancient and
Oriental Music (Oxford University Press, London, 1957), tr.61-62,
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cdce thi du nhac s8 135, 136, 137, 154, va 165. Riéng vé nhac da/dj
thanh, ngay cd déi diém (chuyén dong biét lgp givia hai hay ba giai
diéu khdc nhau) cia Phi chdu xichdgo, xin coi tdp stwutdm, ky am,
va khdo cuu céng phu ctda m@t nt¥ mén dé cua Sachs, la Rose
Brandel, The Music of Central Africa: An Ethnomusicological
Study (Martinus Nijhoff, The Hague, 1973), tr. 83-92).
(40) Mdc du, nhu ta bidt, phé bién nhdt cho toingay nay trong céc
nén dm nhac ngoai qui dao Tdy phwong, vdn lad mé hinh nay: don
diéu/ddé¢ thanh (monody/ monophony), hodc ¢o sur phu hoa giF
nhjp cua cdc nhac cu gé nhu tréng, mé, chudng..., hay cdc nhac cu
khde dong 1du don didu do, goi la di thanh, hodc xwong/1du dong
thanh (homophony, nghia la nhiéu giong hat hay tdu mét “bé"),
nhueng chdng phdi vi cdc am nhac do da thiéu cdn bdn khoa hoc.
Trén binh dién thudn Iy thuyé:, gat sang bén nhitng ly do vé myp
quan, dé di tim mét trdt e trong vi tru dm thanh, phuong thiic
phadt sinh c¢dc “nét con” i mét “nét cdi ", do mét soi day cang thdng
hay mét éng khi phat ra, bdng phép sé hoc don gidn (1thi du ty 1¢
2/1 la quang tam, 3/ 2 la quang ndm, 4/ 3 la quang bén, 5[4 va6/5
la quang ba trieong va thie, v.v.), di la phuwong phap chung cho cace
nén van minh lon cia thé gi¢i. O Hy-lap ¢6 Pythagoras la nguoi
ddu 1ién quan sat dugc nhiFng quan hé sé hoc d6 givka cdc am phat
ra tir mot soi ddy cdng thdng trén mot hép phat am. O Trung qudc,
La Bdt-vi viét trong La thi xuén thu (kh. 239 tr. CN)déd néi dén “dm
Iudt” trong “c8 nhac’ cia Trung qudc tién s, dudi thoi Hoang-dé
(kh. 2697-1597 tr. CN), vdi ly thuyét phat sinh ém thanh ti mét
Bng tric, bdng phép s6 hoc twong e, dé toi duoc thang am ndm
nét co bdn cia nhac Trung hoa: cung, thuong, gidc, chiy, vi,
nrong duong vdifa, sol, la, do, re. Toi doi Chu (kh. 1027-256 1r.
CN) hai nét nhac nika cung dugc thém vao thang dm nay la “bign
chiy” va “bién cung”, nghia la thdp hon nét chily va nét cung mgi
nita cung, tiwong dwong voi nétsivami, dé lip thanh thang ém bdy
nét, gidng nhuw cua Tay phuong. Hon niFa, duwditriéu Minh (1368-
1628), Chu Tdi-duc (th.k.X V1) bién soan b Nhac luit toan thu,
duoc coi ¢6 18 la tac phdm Iy thuyét ddy du nhdt cua Trung quéc,
trong dé éng Hoang yéu nhac nay dd con aé nghj mot hé thdng
mudi hai ban cung diu hoa, va dé nghj do dwoc chinh thife cong
nhdn ndm 1596, hon mér thé ky trucc khi Werckmeister {1645-
1706) dé nghi mdt thang dm tuong tu, vao khodng (700, 1ai Au
chdu.

Trén nén tdng khoa hoc d6, mér hé théng nhac da thanh va
Hoa ém tinh vi, phiéc tap, &t da ¢é thé duwege phat trién, it nhdt trén
Iy thuyér. Thé nhung, nhw ta biét, dm nhac Hy-lap ciing nhu
Trung-hoa, trong sudt qud trink van minh ¢é, chu yéu van la don
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digu hodc dong thanh, cho du co dén mét trdm giong hdt hay mét
trdm nhac cu dé€ xuong/tdu. Cho nén, cé thé két lugn rdng nhing
dir kign am hoc trong thién nhién, du da dwoc kham pha bdng
khoa hoc, chi tao nhitng diéu kién cdn cho da thanh hay cho hoa
adm: diéu kién du vdn la y thitc vé my quan. Vé lwgc sié dm nhac
Trung hoa, coi L. Picken, “The Music of Far Eastern Asia”, trong
The New Oxford History of Music, /, sdd ¢ chu thich 39; Ma Hiao-
tsiun, "“La musique Chinoise”, trong Histoire de la Musique, 7 (sdd,
Pléiade); va C. Sachs, sdd & chu thich 34, Phan Ba, tr. 103-153.

(41) Pung hon, so di hé théng ky dm cua Tay phuong diroc hoan
chinh nhur ta thdy ngay nay (mdc du ciing vén chi teong ddi théi, vi
hién vdn con dang tiép tuc dién bién do nhu cdu tao thanh mdicuia
thé ky XX)la bi né da trdi qua nhiéu giai doan phat trién, va dén
1k nhiéu nguon goc, i tén 3.000 ndm nay. (Theo D. Wulstan,
céng trinh ky am dich thurc va som nhdt duoc tim thdy ¢ Xyria, ké
1k 1300 trucce céng nguyén: coi bai viét vé am nhac Co Hy-lap ciia
I. Henderson va D. Wulstan trong F.W. Sternfeld, chu bién, Music
from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance, Praeger, New York,
1973, tr. 27). Hét siéc tdng qudt, cong trinh ky dm dd phdt nguyén
nk nhitng nhu cdu twong e voi ngid hoc, nghia la dung ky hiéu viét
ra dé ghi lgi cach phdt am tiéng ndi, cach chdm cdu; nhung voiam
nhac lgi con do & nhiéu déi héi khdc nifa, nhu ghi cao dé am thanh
tuyét ddi ciing nhur tirong ddi, ghi thoi khodng phar dm dai/ ngdn,
ghi l6i ngdt giong, 1dy hoi, ghi I6i nhdn manh/yéu, “déng bé hda”
nhitng chuyén dong dong thoi ciia cdce giong/bé diroc xuong hay
tdu, v.v. Vé lich sit tién hda cua cdc hé théng ky am ciing nhue su
hinh thanh cia nhac da thanh Tay phwong nt Thoi Trung ¢8 dén
Phuc hung, coi John Caldwell, Medieval Music (Indiana
University Press, Bloomington, 1978, va Lloyd Ultan, Music
Theory: Problems and Practices inthe Middle Ages and
Renaissance (University of Minnesota Press, Minneapolis, 1977).
Xwa hon miia, nhu cdac 16i ky am dung mdu e Hy-lap, hay dung
cde ddu chdm va gach ngang (goilanotation ekphonétique) clia cic
Gido hdi Chinh thdng viung Can Pong nhu & Xyria, Byzantin,
Nga, v.v., coi cac bai dong gop trong The New Oxford History of
Music, I1: Early Medieval Music up to 1300 (Oxford University
Press, London, 1955), Ch. I dén 111,

(42) K& nt thoi Gido hoang Gregory I (1ai vi 590-604) cho dén cudi
thé k¥ I1X, ¢6 khodng 3000 khuc binh ca dd duweoe sweu tdm, hé thdng
hoa, théng nhat héa, va phan loai theo van bdn va nghi thiic cia
dao Co-déc. Pénthé ky X VI thi chung bj nhac da thanh lam lu mo,
va sau do bj xao ldng va suy tan. Hoi cudi thé ky truoc va ddu thé
ky nay chung lai dwge cde tu st dong Benedictine ¢ tu vién St.
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Pierre de Solesmes (Phdp) khéi phuc, nghién cuu, chdn chinh, va
xudt bdn thanh mdt 56 sach nhu Graduale, Antiphonale, vg Liber
Usualis, tam djch ldn heot la “Pdp Ca”, “Déi Ca”, va “Kinh
Thuong dung”. Nam 1903, Gigo hoang Pius X (tai vj 1903-1914)
mot ngudi yéu nhac va y thikc dugce khd ndng truyén cdm (va...
truyén dao) cua binh ca, da dich than ra lgnh khéi phuc lai nhifng
khuc hat truvén thong dé va dung chung trong cdc 18 nghi Co-dée,
dén ngay nay. Vé binh ca néi chung — mdt dé 1ai thit quyén rif —
coi dong gop cua ba Solange Corbin trong F. W. Sternfeld, sdd, va
hai chieong kha ddy dii cia Caldwell, sdd. Muén nghién ciu sdu
hon, ¢d thé doc Willi Apel, Gregorian Chant (Indiana U.P.,
Bloomingion, 1958) va S. Corbin, L’Eglise a la conquéte de sa
musique (Paris, 1960). Vé cong trinh khéi phuc binh ca cia cde tu si
& Solesmes va nhiing cdi cach trong nhac dao cua Pius X, coi
Robert F. Hayburn, Papal Legislation on Sacred Music: 95A.D. to
1977 A.D. (The Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minnesota, 1979),
Ch. 8 dén 11.

(43) Ngay néu ¢o ding tiéng néi tron thi cling cdn phdi xwong
bdng mdt “giong tung kinh”, goi la cantillation, mét hién tirong
chung cho 1€ nghi ciia moi té6n gido, khéng riéng gi dao Co-déc.
Riéng hat binh ca, ngudi taphdn biét dugc ba kiéu, méi kiéu mang
mét vj triva ¥ nghia riéng biét trong toan bo nghilé Cong gido: hat
“theo vdn chi”, Syllabic style (mdi vdn chif cua l¢i ca hét bdng méi
nét nhac duy nhat), hat “theo nhom luyén dm”, group/pneumatic
style (médi vdn dwgc hdt bdng mét nhom wr hai dén bén nét nhac,
vori mot “hoi”, pneuma), va hat “theo chudiluyén éam’, melismatic
style (mdi vdn duorc hdt bdng mot chudi gom ne 10 dén 20 not nhac,
td1 nhién phdi ngdt ra thanh nhiéu hoi). Kiéu néi chét nay, vé sau,
tir thé kv XIIH tro di, diwea dén kiéu hdt “nguyén @m héa”, vocalise
va “kidu hdt sdc mau”, coloratura, rdt “thoi thuong” trong nhac
doi khdp Tay Au. Va, nhu sé thay tiép theo trong bai nay, cdc kiéu
hét nay sé lam khuén mdu cho I6i hat bé cua nhac da thanh va déi
diém.

(44) Dung hon, mé thire bén bo tii huyénlam thanh thang ém hai-
quang-tam cua C8 Hy-lap da diroc bién d5i: thay vi thang dm nay
dugc k& tr am cao nhér tr xudng (1 @ xudng A), va thay vi cqu
tric cua moi chudi-bén-am la cung—cung—ban cung (ciing ké nr
trén xuodng), thi mé thirc bén bé wi huyén trung ¢6 duoc ké 1 am
thdp nhdt ro 1én (1 A lén a), va cdu tric chudi-bén-am la cung —
ban cung — cung (xin coi lai chu thich 33). Day cing la ly do dua
dén su lan ion gitia hai hé théng tén goi, nhur Dorian, Phrygian,
v.v., cua CE Hy-lap va Trung ¢& (xin coi chu thich 45).
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(45) VE Iy thuyét diéu thifc trung ¢8, mét dé tai khd phiic tap, ¢6
rdt nhiéu thur liéu, nhung ¢6 thé coi dé muc “Mode”, II, trong The
New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians, Tdp 12, tr. 378-
397. Rdi 16m luoc, thi cde tu sidgo Thién chia thoi trung ¢8 da ldy
chudi-bén-dm ndm trong khodng dm trung binh cta giong hat la
D—E—F—G, va ddt tén la “bo tié huyén két am’ tetrachordum
finalium (vi nhifng khuc binh ca thurong két vé, hay chdm dut &,
mét trong bén not dé), dé lap thanh bon cdp diéu, mébi cdp gém
mér diéu “chinh, authentic, va mét diéu “phu’”, plagal, thap hon
diéu chinh mét quang bon ding.

VE tinh chu dm trong bink ca, xin coi W.Apel, sdd, tr. 33 va
tiép theo. Riéng vé tén goi cdc diéu trung co (dirng ldm voi cung tén
dung trong hé théng diéu C6 Hy-lap) va vé su ldn lon giiFa hai hé
thong 1én goi, xin coi Gustave Reese, Music in the Middle Ages
(W.W. Norton, New York, 1940), Ch. 6, nhat la tu trang 153.

(46) Puoc bién soan khodng nam 895, va tdc gid ¢6 the la motly
thuyét gia ngurci Phap, tén Ogier (Ch. 940), cuén séch nay cho dén
nay van duwoc ghi la Musica Enchiridias trong nhiéu sach nhac sif.
Coi bdn dich, ur tiéng La-tinh, moi ddy cua Léonie Rosentiel,
Anonymous, Music Handbook (Musica Enchiridias) (Colorado
College Music Press, Colorado Springs, 1976). Chung quanh tranh
ludn vé nhan dé cung tac gid cubn sach nhdé nhung quan irong nay,
coi Jacques Chailley, 40,000 Years of Music, dich ¢ Phdp ngi¥ boi
R. Myers (Da Capo Press, New York, 1975), tr.70, cucc chu .

(47) No chi la mét cong trinh ¢ tinh cdch gido khoa, sao chép lai
va hé théng hoa phuong phdp hat hop xudng da duoc tién hoa [t
nhdt tk 50 ndm trude do, ¢6 16 theo kiéu tuy ung (extemporisation)
va truyén khau, va dang thinh hanh liic bay gio. Coi nhdn dinh ciia
Hugo Riemann duoc trich ddn trong G. Reese, sdd ¢ chu thich sé
45, tr. 258 va cuoe chu 35. Twong ciing nén nho rdng thuc hién 16i
hat nhac dao da thanh nay, trong thoi Trung ¢& som, chllamétsé
nhd biét chif va duoce luyén kv vé nhac, nhu ca trucng va déi hop
xwong nha tho (schola). Con phdn lon gido ddan déu mi chi va 1t
nhién “mu nhac”, chi biér hdr truyén khau theo céng thuc dap ca
don so.

(48) Trong nhgc da thanh néi chung, bér ludn ¢ thoi gian hay
khéng gian nao, ¢6 bén I6i chuyén dong chinh giiFa cée bé: “song
song ", parallel, néu ¢dc be chuyén dong dong théi voi nhau theo
qudng ¢6 dinh: “khong cdn xung’, oblique, néu mdt bé & nguyén
tai cho, kéo dai hay ldp lai mét cao dd dm thanh, trong khi cdc bé
khac thay déi cao dd; “nguoc chiéu', contrary, néu mot bé di lén,
mét bé khac di xudng, va nguoc lai; va “dong dang ", similar, néu
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cae be cung lén hay cung xu6ng, nhung khéng theo mét quang nao

co dinh.

(coOn nifa)

Minh Khanh
Thuyén

Con song miu Jwa chudi ngay bat tan
Ta long dong aghe nwroc mdan chan troi
Tinh khé can ahw da mon dudi nguyét
Chut mua xanh bay mai bot chia phéi

Mot ngay quén khoi nghiéng trod bén han
Ta diéu (inh quay lai phé vang miea

Doi rach do nii ngdm ngui vieon thay
Cong phu dung ngudi khép kin hirong xuwa

Duong song cii may che hon ldo ddo
Loi bé dau ta nggm gitFa méi neoi
Nhie buwom dai mjt mang d6i canh bdo
Ta vé danh 6m chut méng lugn hoi

Lita ta divong - tieng dan roi ¢6i tanh
Ngay ménh mong tinh ruom I¢ song dai
Ent ¢6 biét rieou sdu nhue tho lanh

Ta mo hd dau mét kidp khdng phai.

Sai gon Mia Thu 1973
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Nguyéen diic Bar ngan
Ra bién

hon xanh con nho mai
tie budi thuy triéu lén
toc rieng dém biéng chdi
ricoru hdi hd' chiea quén

Khong hét

ha tran bo bai ving

dau chan nao hém xua
< ay Aa*

mtira chiéu hoen 6 ndng

nang cau ho ai dwa

Duoi rung dua Bong son

gio dong canh thanh tinh
kiép giang ho ling du

ta mot doi vo dinh

ot phuwrong xa mit mi
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Vii Quynh Huong
Mién vinh phuc

7 i phia cudiday hanhlangbén trai, khodng ti cac phong [30
d%n 135 46t nhién vang 12n mét loat ti€ng déng ning ng, khong
phdi thi tiéng ddng chat chua ciakim loairoi hay sdc nhon ctia 45
vt 48 v& ma la mot thi tieng nang trdim tua nhu tigng mot than
cdy 48 guc ngoai vuon mdt dém khuya nao d6, thit tieng déng chi
¢ thé nhdn ra dugc gitfa cai thinh lang chidp chdn de doa cta dém
khuya nhu dém & noi nay; tiép theo sau 1a mat loat ti€éngdong rén
ring ctia 46 vat nho nhé ro1 xudng dat. Chi nhin ra dugc ti€ng cai
khay thifc 4n bd quén it budi chiéu chua don, miy cdily nhya &
trén mat ban roi xudng, ti¥ng cai bd nhua va cai thau nfa mat ti
trong ngan td rod ra va cudicung la tiéng chiéc xeland6 Am xudng
nghe ron ngudi gifa nhing ti€ng rén 1 yéu &t ikt quing. Chi
budng vOi cac phitu k2t qud tht nghiém mau va nudc tidu ma
phong Lab vira guti tdi hoi chiéu, ngudc 1én goi:

— Marta, Marta... Chay xudng coi ¢6 chuyén gi vay?

Khong co tiéng trd loi. Marta, Felisa vd may con bé Nurse’s
Aides vita duoc chon vao lamcdé 1€ 33 trdn vao Recreation Room
hay mét x6 xinh nao dé d€ ngd guc rdi. Chi lic ddu xd ghé ding
day, Henrietta ciing dung bat day buoctheo nang, ngap dai khong
¢dn che migng, cling khéng c¢in ngian ti¥€ng ngai ngd nhia nhuya
dang kéo ra tu ¢d hong nhu tidng mdt sgi diy dan cil:

-~ Tao ¢4 voi may la mu Sylvia lai mo xudng givong mot
minh r6i ngd ddy. Oh, mu Ay ma qué ludn ¢ ciichdn kia ni¥a thi tui
minh khé, cdi thin khong dugi 200 pounds d6...

Chi khong tra 161, 14¢ d3u chay x6 vao phong 132 d€ thdy qud
nhién 1a Sylvia dang nim co quép dudi ddt, canh tay con cid ddng
dugc biu 1ay thanh girdng, nita thadn minh té liét bén trai nhu bj dé
hin dudi sitc nang kinh khiing cta chinh thin mu. Tat cd 45 dac
trén dau chigc ti déu roi heét xudngdat cing vdichin mén khin goi
trén giudng cing bj 161 xudng theo da kéo ctia tdm than vi dai.
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Chiéc gdiroi Up trén mit mu chi chita mot con mdttrong nhu dita
tré nghich ngom choi tro gidu mat. Chi gid chiéc gdi ra, Sylvia cd
ngudc diu 1én nhin nang, d6i mat nhue mit maot con vat khd sd,
trong m&t mau xam tro, duc ngdu di€m nhitng tia mau dd. Sylvia
quo quang canh tay phai, cham vao viing nudc ti€u xam x3p udt
chung quanh ma c6 1€ mu da tiéu ra trong lic so ha), mu rut tay ve,
nhin xudng chiéc bung cac hon tdm mét réi ngudc lén nhin Chi
nhu mudn phan bua, mudn bay gidi, mudn khoéc than. Sylvia bj
cam khu va li¢t het nita thin minh bén trai, chan bén phdi my cé
thé guong chdng xudng dit dugc mdi khi nguréi ta d6 mu
giuongra xe lan hay (i xe ldn tré vé girdng, con canh tay phai thi
khong lam gi dugc hon 13 d€ viing vAy méi khi phai thay bang, phai
chich, phai udng thudc, 48 cAm chat ldy mudng nia trong gid an
nhu sg ai gianh mat phin va rbi long céng idm d8 hdt thic dn
xudng 4o; va cudi ciung d€ biu 1ay canh tay Chi ma hén Iy hon ¢
mOi khi Chi ctii xudng 6m khuén mat khd s¢ ctia mu cudi hdi hém
nay mu co khde khéng. Tuy khong noiduogce, khdng lam gi ldy mot
minh duoc nhung Sylvia ¢on rdt tinh tao, mu khéng dien ciing
khong 1ang trichit ndo va mu bay td tinh cdm vdi mat mire d6 thidt
tha d€n ndi nhi¥ng ngay ddu thdy mu, Chi 83 phai rét nwdc méit vi
x6t thuong. Nhung khongduoc bao lau, nhifng giot nirdc mit xot
thuong rit non tré 4y khé can di rat nhanh r6i bign mat hin vi
nhi¥ng con dau, nhing cdu chuyén, nhifng cadnh dd1lambudnlong
nhir vy hay bubn hon thé nita 82 tiép tuc xay ra, tiép tuc kéo dai,
khong phai mdt ngdy mdt gio ma Ja hang thang hang nam, hang
chuc ndm ¢ day. Cudi cung chi con lai nhiFng ddng tac rat nghe
nghiép, nhdng 101 & rdt may moc rat bon phan va indt didu gi tra
nhu moét tinh yéu day vo, mot con dau tram thdng cif dé ndng lén
tdm hén Chi titng d2m tirng dém. Nhiing dém dai dong dua giiia
gio khdc thinh lang de dga, nhi¥ng tiéng rén la ngdt quang nhiing
con mé sdng chdp chdn nhing bitdu d6 bénh trang ké 1&n xudng
nhu bay vdi gitta nui cao vure siu. PDém nhu mét soi ddy cao su co
din tirng hoi giFa hai ddu cai sdng va cai chét.

Henrietta va Chi xdc¢ nach Sylvia day, dat mu lén girdng, nd
ndm ldy chic miii nhon xinh x4n clia mu -~ diém duy nhat khéng
bj thoi gian tan pha trén gurong mat nhdn nham 3y — xody tung
chd maét: |

— Thoi nghe me, ngd yén gium con nghe, ¢&¢m nay nga nhu
vay la dd réi nghe.

Khdng noi va cling khéng nghe duoc, nhung duoc dén bu lai
la rat nhay cdm trong viéc doc cdm xiic trén khudn mat nguoi ddi
dign, Sylvia mim chit méi nhin Henrietta r8i dwa mét sang Chi,
con méat anh 1en tia gidn hon. Chi vo hét lén:
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— Henrie, di ra ngay! Dirng pha Sylvia yéu qui ciia tao may.

Henrietta ngiing ngudy d6i méng budc ra, Mt ng tua cita tho
diu vao:

— QOK, thi di, vui vé gima hingday vdi me conmuy, chan chét,
Nhung nhd 14 co té nifa thi ding co goi tdi tao nghe.

Sylvia quo tay mudn viu ldy vai Chi, migng i & mét trang 4m
thanh nghe nhu tiéng cudi don. Khéng néi dugce nifa, my ¢é mot
thut ngdn ng& dic bigt d€ bay td moi trang thai tinh ¢dm hi nd 41 8,
mdt tht ngdn ngd cua tré con tap ndi hay cia loai ngudi vao thoi
k¥ hoang so cta lich st nhdn loai khi ma ngudi, mudng thi vadit
tréi con rdt gin giii nhau. Chi g& tay Sylvia ra, clii xudng xem lai
nita than hinh bén trdi my, thay cai té nga tuy 6n a0 nhidng khéng
d€ lai ddu vét trAim trong nao ngoii mdt vét xudc dai bén canh
suon khi mu ngd trugt qua goc nhon cta chiéc th nhd k& diu
girdng, may hon nia 13 chic xe lan cling 83 khong 48 xufng
ngudi mu. Mach mu cling 83 ddn din d4p binh thudng trd lai. Chi
thd ra nhe nhdm, ¢di chigc 40 ngl dAm nudce tidu cda mu ra, md ti
4o d2 lai that vong nhd ra rdng 43 l1au l4m r6i, thin nhan Sylvia
khéng vao thim, ciing chdng giti them quin 4o vat dung cin thiét,
ngin td chi con tro may chidc 4o dim bac mau va hai chiéc ao'len
mdng khong 84 2m cho muia d6ng. Chi mic cho my 4o ngi clia
bénh vién, lura mot chidc posey moi. Vi Sylvia nang ciing khong
th€ budc chit posey vi cac diu mdi day khdng 81 dai so vdi than
hinh kénh cang ctia my, va rigng #&@m nay thi Chi biét chic rAng mu
s khong dam tu tré didy mot 1dn nao niFa. Xong xudi, thiy tay
Sylvia lanh ngit, Chi d4p thém cho my mdt tdAm chiin na phi kin
d%n ¢8, kéo hai ben mép chdn chan xudng dudi ngm d€ muy khéng
rat tay ra dugc. Sau dé, theo théi quen, Chi ciii xudng ghé tai my,
néi khe: “Goodnight, Sylvia.” Hal tay b chan dudi tdm chéan
khéng quo mia dugc nhung mét Sylvia rdo hodnh, con ngu bién
mat theo cai nga nang né, miéng mu bap be lien hsi, hai thd thjt
chiy xé hai bén mé cit ddng theo cip moi kho né cling vdi hai canh
mii xinh x4n phiap phéng. Mu them néi nhu tré con ngia ring
thém cin, nhu con ngudi ti thdi man di da them thay ddng loai.
Chi lidc nhin d6ng hd 8% y&n tam rdng chua dén gid tham bénh k&
tiep roi lai cti 6m lay mit Sylvia, vudt nhifng soi toc trdng rii bét
xudng tran mu, ty héi minh mét lan nia vé cai tinh y2u budn riu,
vé ndi thuong x6t chua chat cit trdo dang Ién trong long mbi khi
nang cudi xudng ap trong hai ban tay minh cai khudn mit biéu
trong ciia ndi dau khd ling thim dy. Cai khuén mat dim dd6 vi sy
tan pha cua thdi gian, bang hoang gifa nhifng con trd gidc mita
khuya, cai khuén mdt nhu mot bitc turong chan dung bj ndn qué
tay, trong phdn mdt cich tdn nhdn vdi khudn.mat tré dep troi
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cudi cliia Sylvia trong nhifng birc dnh cii treo kintrén tudng, chung
quanh diu givdng. Pdi véi Chi thi nhiFng bikc dnh xinh dep vang
déi tiéng cudi ron ra thanh tan cla qua khit 3y chilam ting thém
ndi tuyet vong cho nhi¥ng thinh &m khd dai budn riu cta thi ngdn
ngF bap be phat ra tir ¢8 hong Sylvia bay gid. Thudng xuyén tu
cdm thdy kha 18 bjch, Chi vin khdng ngin duoc minh ghé sat
xudng khudn mat dum dé ay va ddi dap lai véi my, mdt cach hét
sifc an cdn va dju ngot, cling bdng thi ngdn ng’ rieng biét dy cha
mu. Nhifng lic dy, d6i m4t xAm nhd cla Sylvia sding 4nh 1&én nhing
tia sang k¥ la, tra nhu ngon nZn tan bung lén nhing tia Itta cudi.
Nhifng tia sing 4y, & mitc 44 cudi cung cha long tuyét vong, nhu
l6e 1&n cai vé& man nguyén vi 43 chin ddu cing cai chét cho d&n gic
khic sau cting. Chi nghi d&n d4y, nghi d&n hon mudi ndm dai ma
Sylvia 43 sdng & day, d€ chd dai cai chét, Chi lai nghe rudt gan
minh th4t lai. Khong hidu tir ¢ nao, Chi cit tinchéc rang néu nang
cit sdng mdii va gia nua di mai o xit s& nay, va luan ly dao &uic Viét
Nam khoéng thoat ra khoi duac vong quay nghiét ngi cua xa hoi,
nang cling phdi di qua canh cita clia cai chét bang hang chuc nim
daicho doi1d Nursing Home nhu the nay, chic chdn nang sé khong
bap be nhifng thanh 4m kh¢ dai budn riu nhu Sylvia, méat nang
cling s€ khdng anh lén nhi¥ng tia sang tuyét vong nhu Sylvia,
Khong héin chivi anh m4t Pdéng phuong ty nd kigu hdnh va budn
riu hon 4nh méit T4y phuong ma vi trudc hét, nang sé khong cho
phép minh sdng mot théi ky Second-Childhood dai lau nhu the.

Chi cu nghi, cuir nghi... nhifng dém thiu, nhi¥ng gio kh&cgiam
minh lam viéc & day cu xui khign Chi nghi mai miét vé cdi chét cho
d&n mot 1Gc nang cdm thdy chinh minh cling 43 gia nua di mot cach
tuyeét vong va tham thiét. Chinh nang dang nghigng minh xudng
cGi chét, chinh nang dang dm 14y nhifng khudn mit xac chét goi tén
chiing nhu goi tén nhifng con mdng di chip chdén giFfa vé sd
nhifng con mong chua thanh khac gita ddi. Poi khi Chi thay
Sylvia gidng hét nhur con blp bé ma nang &4 choi tir thud nhd cho
d&n nhi¥ng ndm ddu trung hocciingcon choi, khi ma con bip bé d3
rach mu&p, mai téc dng 43 bign thanh vang xin td toi ma nang vin
con thurong tige vi nang d3 6m ap tha thi vdi né qua sudt thdi tho
dai, sdn so6c yéu thuong nd, tin tudng nd hidu minh va trd chuyén
v&i no nhitng cau chuyén ma chi ¢6 nang va no chia xé cing nhau.
C6 diéu Sylvia 124 mot con blp bé kénh cang qué, mdt con bup bé
ma nang khdng the 46 ding day mot minh, lai cang khong thé
bdng bt trén tay. D6ikhiChithdy bat nhdn vdicéi y tudng sosanh
mdt con ngudi véi mot thu 8 choi tré nhd nhir thé, nhung ma, bi
that ra, Chi di yéu con bup bé cii ay nhu yéu mdt con ngudi va tinh
yvéu ma nang danh cho Sylvia ngay nay ciing tran nhan tinh biét



Van Hoc 105

bao nhigu. Dudng nhu, trong mét ¢di tinh tuyén nhét cla long
Chi, hai thi tinh yéu Ay chi khac nhau & chd tinh yéu ngay xuva dua
nang dZn biét bao nhidu thién dudng huyén ndo, bidt bao nhidu
canh cita huyén diéu md ra cudc ddi hoa mdng trurdec mit con tinh
yéu biy gid d3y nang hét ti dia nguc ndy xudng dja ngyc kia, ddy
t&di canh cifa tdn cing, canh ctba md ra nhitng cAnh ddng xuong
¢8t, nhiing cay cau di qua séng mé, noi nhifng ngudi yéu thuong
va nhitng ngudi th 0dn nhau chd dginhau dén trd nhifng moén no
duong trAn. Cai trd choi thign dangdia nguc hai bén ngay xua, k¥
didu thay, baysudt tir tri nho xa lic Jo trén nh¥ng vém tay tudinhd
bic cdu cho nhau qua cita thién dudng vAn con ngin nga nhiing
h&i chudng vong tdi mién chidp ching mé chi clia long nang hém
nay.

¥
de e

Henrietta bd di qua phang bén canh tu bao gid, tifng nd cau
nhiau mu Anna ctt dap h&t mén gbi xudng chin giudng, dd danh
mu Sarah khoc rén ri nhu tré con, de dga my Cindy cd cim cing
ham ring gid khong cho dem ngam thudc: “Hey, Cindy, mu mi cit
cim chat ham ring sudt d2¢m nhu the thi sAng mai nd s& dinh luén
vao tay mu cho coi, va rdi ngudi ta sé phai dit thic dn vao... tay
mu chit khdng phdi vao miéng nita dau. Oi tréi oi...” Khong nghe
mu Cindy néi gi ni¥a, rbi tifng ma cita, tiéng nudc vin trong toilet,
co I8 Henrietta 43 gianh dugc ham rdng gid dem ria. Saudé la
titng cita déng khe, rdi ti€ng chdn Henrletta trd lai, vdn thdy Chi
14i cui bén givdng Sylvia, né kéu lén:

— Thoi du r6i Chi, may ditng ¢6 tdp thém cho mu cai thoi
quen doi héi voi vinh qua nhiéu nhu vay. Shift ban ngay tyi nd
khong ¢o thi gidd ma noéi chuyén ling nhdng voi mu nhu may ddu.
Pira nao ndm yén roi thi thoi, di!

Henrietta c6 cai giong khae, tram, ngan daj nhy giong nhiing
tén ca si daden, tieng nd vang vang sudt nhifng ddy hanh langthinh
ling. VA cling gidng nhu bat cu ca si da den nao, noé c6 giong hat
khao khao nghe rdt budn, rat nuic nd trong d&m khuya. Chi budc
ra khdi phong theo nd, vy tay chao Sylvia van cd ddi mit theo
nang, nhin mat:

— Maiy cé diéu chinh am thanh may lai mét chutduockhdng
Henrie, dlrng c¢6 danh thic hét bgnh nhan ddy chif.

Henrietta nhun van

— Giong tao chit dau phdi giong 130 Monpavio ddu ma may
khéo lo. Va, cling dung ¢6 quén 14 dém nay trangddy d6 nghe, chi
chirng mta gid ni¥a thoi, khi trang 18n 14 cd cai mha mb naysé &mi
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len hét cho coi.

Mgt dém khuya, tit chic Ti Vi bd quén khong tit & mot
girdng bénh nao 46 dang chiu lai cudn phim Romeo & Juliet vdi
canh Romeo va Juliet vita guc chét bén nhau trong nha mé cda
gidong ho Juliet, Grace budc vao trong thay vut tho dai: “Thi & day
cling ¢d khac gi mdt thit nha md dau. C6 khacchang 14 ¢ rit nhigu
Romeo va Juliet ndm doi chét, va ho doi lau qua, ldu d2n ndi ho
khéng con ydu nhau nfa va khong con nhdn ra nhau nfa.”
Henrietta v& duoc cdu @y cia Grace, hu¥t sdo khen hay, may néi
that dling y tao, va tt 46 cud ludn miéng nhic d&n cai nha m&1am
Grace cudi cling phdi gt 1&n vi that 13 khong hay nu cdi kiéu vi von
ay bj thin nhian ngudi bénh nghe duroc. Chi thi khéng biéu ddng
tinh vi so Henrietta lam gia phat ngdén bua bdi hon nifa, nhung
thim tdm nang cling khong thay ¢6 danh t nao chinh xac va goi
cAm hon d2 goi cdi noi chdn budn thAm ménh mong nay, Cai noi
ma ngudi ta vao khdng phéi d€ chfa nhifngcin bénh trim kha, 2
hi vong ngay hdm sautrd lai véi cudc doi ma la noi d€ dai chét, doi
mot cai chét khong dinh ngay gio nhung rd rang, gidn dj va hién
nhign h&t sic. Cai noi ma nguedi ta e6 thd bud e divao, chéng nang
chong gdy di vao hay ngdi trén xe lan vao nhiing luc ra thi chdc
chdn sé chi dwoc diy ra, cai ddu ddy ra truce, trum khdn sach 58
khong ngo ai; van 1oi 18 ctia Henrietta. N6 nhic &€n tring lam Chi
mai suc nhd tdi vé dep ctia vang trang td 16ng 1dng trén sudt nhifng
con dudng lai xe dén day luc ndy, rdi lai suc nhd thém ring nha
ching c6 quyén lich nao in kém Am lich cd, cif nhin tring khuyét
trang tron ma doan ngdy thang ddy voi nhu ngudisdng trén hoang
ddo mai réi mdi khi d€n tudn trang, mdi khi nhin lai cdi Anh sdng
trii lua vang tran dai khdp dém thiu nang lai cAm thdy long minh
hao hut di them mdt chut, nhu mat bii sd6ng ma phu sa d4p khong
dG véinhiing consongld, ci mon vet didin, xo xac didin, chétri
din hét moi ch6i non. Thém vao d4, cit mdi 14n tuln trang tdi &
diy, nhin nhi¥ng bi€n chifng k¥ la ca bé¢nh nhan dudidnh hudng
tring d4y Chi cling thdy dudng nhu chau thin minh I&n con dau
nhitc, cling y nhu nhifng t€ bao gia nua durgc danh thiic diy dinh
ky @€ iréin trd gifa dém trang. Nang nhd d€ncin bénh, nhifng cau
tho ron ron cda ho Han: “Maria linh hon 161 on lanh. Run nhu run
thdn 1 thdy long nhan. Run nhw run hoi thé cham (o vang.*
Khéng ai mudn bj chia gid truyc vao nhi¥ng dém tring diy ca.
Thoat ddu Chi tinh nguyén nhan nhi¥ng dém ay, nang tu gii thich
va ché rieu minh, i tim nhufng 1oi doan truong ma di. Nhung sau
d6 thi Chi bigt rAng nhifng dém tring ron nhitng ngudi bénh gia
nua mat tri & day khéng gitp nang chia xé durocvdiho ndidau khd
cia nhiing con dau ddn cudi doi, cling khong 1am cho tim hodn
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nang phong pht hon ma chi lam mat mat di cda nang nhFng mdng
wde ém dém lang man clia mot ving trang duong thi. Chi d3 tu
hdi, minh ¢6 nén tiép tuc & lai ddy nifa hay khoéng. Nang quay nhin
Henrictta, nhin d6i moi t6 mau son k¥ quiac vita nhic dén trang cla
nang:

— U, Henrie, may nodi tao mdi nhg, lic nidy di trén xa 16 280
thdy trang ci chay theo sau xe, chay vong vong trudc mit, chay
hing lo trén ddu... tao mudn lai xe di luén qua...

Henrietta quay lai nhin chim vao mit Chi mot cach thu vi.
Chi cham rdi néi tigp:.

—- Nhung tao nho lai 14 cling chdng biét di ddu nifa nén lai
beén... di dén day nhu thudng 18 vay.

Lam nhu khdéng quan tdm tdi cau Chi viva néi tigp, Henrietta
nheo mét:

-~ May lam on 1ap lai cai ciu kia cho tao nghe chit coi, Chi,
ciu trurdc Kia.

Chi chan ddau no:

— Cau nao? Oi trdi, Henrie, bd may ciing sdp sita... difc mat
roi sao?

— Con [du, may dirng quénla taomdico 22 tudia, may mudn
thdy tao di€c may phai doi chirng... 50 nim nifa kia. Nhung hic do
thi tao cht digc nhu Linda thoi, con may thi vira cAm nhu Sylvia,
vira mu nhu Monpavio, lai vira... cdi ao di khoi khoi nhw Katrina
nifa... Ha ha...

N6 nhdo tdi 6m lay Chi, d4u c8 ngudinggmnoé ndng nic mui
thudce Ja }Jn véi mai Chewing gum, Chi vung ra:

-~ Henrie, Henrie. D&m nay chuira co ai 1én con, may dungco
1&n con trude tul no nghe, va clingding ¢6 quén la may nang hon
tao tdi 50 pounds do nghe.

Henrietta budng Chi ra, ném minh xudng gh#, khoa tay ddy
hét dam ho so bénh 1Y ma n6 va Chi dang viét dé vao mét goc:

- O xin 18i, tao quén, tai may vira ndi mot cdu hgp ytaoqua,
ngudl Viet nam chju kho lam lung nhu tui may ma lau lau cling noi
mudn bd s& lai xe di choi Judn thi that la bigét may...

Chot thay vé mat Chi thay d8i, Henrietta ngung bat so nang
phat 1ong digu gi d6. N6 vOn 33 cé 861 chat kinh nghigm trudc
nhitng phaning bat thudng ctia cai ma n6 goila long tu aidan tdc
cuc doan cia Chi. N6 huyén thuyén nos luén:

— H&i nay, khodng 9 gid thing Dick goi tao, nd ru tao di
Santa Cruz choi sang mai vé. Tao mudn lay Sick leave dédivaind
qua, nhirng ket cai thAng nay tao sick 1 r6i sick nita thi phién lan..
Tur chdi nd thi cling tigc...

Chi bat cuoi :
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— May tigc 1a tiéc mdt d&m trang & bi€n hay may tidc thing
Dick?

Henrietta nhun vai:

— Tao tiec may con tdm hum. Tao khdngdi thi no ciling rii con
khac di chu n6é ddu ndm nha vi tao ddu. Ma mdilin anduoccia
cii thing keo kiét 4y mdt bita sea food thiat d3 bigt may...

Henrietta chép miéng ngon lanh nhu th€ nhing con tdm troi
d4 dang ndm co trude mat nd. Khong ngac nhiénldm trudeciutra
lo'1 cia Henrietta nhung Chi vdn cu ril ra cudi, d6i khi nang thay
them duagc séng vai mot tAm 1ong hidu ddi nhu nd. Mat cude ddi
6n do va dé dai pha chit ngu mudi, dé say mé va dé chan chudngvi
c6 kha nhiéu thi d€ say mé réi chan chudng. Mot mau con gai My
dién hinh. Thdi cda Brooke Shields... Thov ciia chung ta. Ao trdng
san truong. Méng ngoai cifa lop... Chichot nhidm nghién mit, lic
l4c ddu lién ti€p nhu d2 s&p x€p lai md tri nhd dang bit d4u 16n
nguoc. Nhu ngudi ta ldc 14c mét céi chai @€ tron thude cho déu.
Henrietta khirng lai nhin nang:

— May lam sao vay Chi?

Chi md mét nhin d6i moéi loang mong cua.no;

— C6 gi dau, tao dang tuong tuong tdi may con tdm hium cla
may ddy ma... Nhung may thit ngé lai miéng may di Henrie, cot
khoi hai khong chju duoec,

Henrietta nhin vai cudi, md tu 13y sic tay ra to lai son. N6
ngdm ngam hai cinh moi, khong hidu d¢ son chay cho déu hay 42
chép miéng lan nia:

— Bay gi¢ chui vao ddy ngdi tao lai thdy la minh di2n qua.

— B may mai thiy 12 may dign d2m nay thdi sao?

— Hit, tao bigtlau r6i chif, nhung thudng dém thi cling quén
di, nhu ngudita ngd mé vay ma, chi nhifngdém tring diy nhu dém
nay tao moisuc nhd lai théi. Oh, nhirng may thi cling dau co dign
kém gi tao dau ma bat bé...

Henrietta ngung bat khi thay béong ba Beth thoan thodt budc
ra tir cdnh cita thang may cudi hanh lang vita mé. Nha Beth & giin
day, va thoéi quen nghé nghigp lam ba ta thifc day vao khoang 2, 3
gid sdng nén gin nhu mdi dém, du khdéng c6 chuyén gi céin thidt,
Beth van cit 1ai xe d¢nday, di rdo quanh mot vong rdi mdicod thé ve
nha ngu lai. Henrietta bdo ba ta that dign, dang ngd chin ém ném
am lai tr& day thay quin 4o, mo dén giticdi mui lanh [Bokhé tad &
Nursing Home réi vé nha ngu tiep. Hodc 1a ba ta di€n, hodc chdng
ba ta dién, hoac tinh duy&n hai nguci dén hdi 1dng 180 nén Beth
mdi d€n diy hang dém nhu vdy. Vdi Henrietta thi bat cu ai cé mat
0 ddy déu cling c6 thg 1a dign, k€ ¢ chinh nd, va luin didu ndcéd ly
dt d@ khong ai ¢é the cai lai duoc.
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Beth 12 mét ngudi dan ba c6 d6i mong vi dai nhungciing nghé
nghiép dd lam cho dang di ba ta nhanh nhen va diu dang gin nhu
dam con gai, tuy vay Henrietta van de doa, trong nhitng lic ba ta
vui vé. rAng tuy bay gio thi dd hoitré nhungciing khéng phdila tré
qua d¢ lo dier, néu khong thi d€n khi vé gia, phdi vao Nursing
Home, ba ta s& phai ndm hai girdng, cé hai y ta tic truc, khi chét
phii co mot cai quan tai lon gap d6i va di nhign la moi chi phi sg
phai tra gdp 46i, that la kinh khing... Beth cudi rung rinh ¢4 ban
ghé: “Tao khong cén, tién tao lam ra bay gid dd a2 trd gap d6i gip
ba cho chi phi cdnh gia mai sau ctia tao ma. Tao chi cin mét digu,
trong may connhdy ta s€sansoéctao, dirngco dura nao la may théi!
“Ngoiii ra, Beth con c6 mot cai tat kha ruom ra nifa la luén luén
deo dng nghe trén ¢8, ngay ca trong nhi¥ng lic khéng cin thiét
nhat, khéng phai vi bénh nhdn ma vichinh ba ta. Khong quan tam
t¢i vin d& tham my nhung bj am dnh bdi cai chét cia cha me bata
d2u bi bénh ap huy#ét cao, Beth do ap luc mau cfia minh thuong
xuyén. Henrietta n6i ring Beth nghién nghe cai ti€ng d4p ri rdm
cla nhifng trai tim ngudi qua dng nghe, va mdi ngay néu khéng
nghe duoc it nhat chirng mueditrai tim dap, ba ta s2 An khdng ngon
ngd khong yén. D6 la ludn digu cia Henrietta, con Beth third rang
13 rat d& bin thin m&i khi nhan ra dugc mét chut thay d6i rat nhé
trong nhjp dap cla trii tim tdi nghiép ctia ba ta. RSi nhu khéng tin
& chinh minh, Beth nho hét ngudi ndy dén ngudi kia do lai hd. Bj
ché ridu 12 méo mo nghé nghiép, Beth phan trin, mbi ngudi phai
chju mot thit Seress rigng chit, tao cling ddu phaila thanh dau. Chi
van tir hdi, khong biét Beth ¢6 deo Ong nghe trong lic ngt d€ kiém
soat 4p luc mau moi khi choang diy vi nhi¥ng conac mong khong,
nhurng cé diéu ai ciing biét 1a ba ta khéng roind ca trong khi lai xe,
trude khi rdil khoi nha va sau khi ra khdi bénh vien. Diéu nay thi
Beth tam sir 1a co ti thuo ba ta chua ra trudng, vi gidn hon tén
boyfriend, ba ta 43 nh&n ga 90 dim/ gio. Bj chéan lai, Beth gidi thich
la phdi dén bénh vién vi mdt trudng hop khdn cap. Ngudicinh st
nhin chifc ao khoac trdng va cai Ong nghe con trén ¢3 Bethdébata
di ma khong hdi dén gidy té sau khi 4n ¢dn dan thém: “Cin than
nghe, tdoi mudn co6 dén bénh vién la d€ chifa bénh chut khong phai
d€ duoccha bénh ddu.” Hoan hén vi nhan ra minh c6 thé 43 gay
ra tai nan khing khip, lai con thoat khoi rdc roi voi cdnh sat, ti
d6, phai c6 cai dng nghe, chit khong phdi day njch an toan, mdi
dem lai cho Beth ¢cam giac an toan trén xa 19, va sau 46 la cam giac
an toan trudc nhing can bénh dang ngip ngirng chd dgi ¢ ngoai
ngudng cita, khi tudi gia cui tidp tuc, ngay mdt ti€n tdi gin hon.

Beth budc vao Nurse’s Station, nhin quanh mot luot bingdoi
mét sic sdo:
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— €0 gi la khdng cac ¢d?

Henrietta tra 1&i ngay:

— Chua c6 gi hét Beth, ching toi dang ngac nhién day.

Beth lrdm Hennetta:

— O, i ngbi yén dé ma dai di.

Beth nhin d6ng ho, kéo man nhin ra cita s8, phia nh@&ng ngon
den sang lanh cda tigm 7-Eleven bén kia ngi tu réi quay vao:

— Phia nay khong thdy trang ddu cd. Téicé cdm tudng nhu
dém nay d6ng hé di chdm hon moi dém viy...

Henrietta cudi ha ha:

-— Khong cham dau Beth, hdm nay ba do ap luc mau chua?

Beth lvom Henrietia 1dn nifa, nhi¥ng nép nhin & dudi mit kéo
dai ra nhu dudi mdt con ca nho:

— Lo lay cai thin ¢6 d6. H6m nay Julie va Sandy truc bén
Station 3 phdi khong?

Henrietta khoat tay:

— Khong Beth, hém nay Grace truc thay cho Julie, né ciing
gidng nhu con Chi vdy, hay lam thay cho thién hi 1Am. Coén con
Sandy thi t6i mdi thdy ndé ¢ dudi Laundry Roorr.

Beth ngac nhién:

— NoO lam gi duoi d6 vay?

Henrietta cudi:

— N6 bo giat cai do khoac clia né. Co6 bénh nhin mdichuyén
vé nao d6 61 trao tu nguc xudng chin no...

Beth nhiu may:

~ — Aivay? 327 phdi khong?

— Co Ig. T6t knong ro, Beth...

Beth thoan thodt budc ra, d8n ngudng cita rhu suc nhd ra
digu gi, quay vao noi tiep:

— Cac cd nho nhic chung tui Aides ki€m soat lai cac givong
bénh in ni¥a di, tring léncaordidiy. Hdmnaysao téithay moisu
yén tinh mdt cach dang ngo... :

Henrietta not vgi ra:

— Yén tim di Beth, t6i & diy h&t may chuc mua trang réi ma.

Bay gio thi Beth trirng mat lén :

— Co cdluong dugc hét cac bign chitng c6 the xay ra khong?
Chi cin mét bénh nhan thoat ra dudng duoc la ching ta cling da
meét r6i. Can than trudce thi hon. Va, phai tir minh di kigm soat cac
clta ra vao nifa, nhat 1a cac cta md ra duodng lon...

Beth chira ditt Idi, tir hanh lang phia trai, 181 din ra Station 3
vong lai nhitng ti€ng la hét theo mdt nhjp ngét quiing quen thudc
coa Katrina ... “Tao khéng ¢ét may... — Sau may gt tao... —

Tao... ao... — Ta... ao... khong ¢ét... may... — Sao... ao may ¢t
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ta... ao...” Lin gifa cac quiang ngit lanhingti€ngkhd khe dualén
tr cudng hong gidng nhu ting g gh clia mdt con meo duoc
khugch dai qua mt cai loa ré. Nhiing ti¥€ng hét khéng nhéd din di
rdi chim vao gidc ngh nhu 1§ thudng dém ma cang lic cang lén
hon, cdc quang ngidt thu ngdn hon, r&i tidng Grace kéu i&n:

— Henrie. Chi, Dén day mau len...

Henrietta va Chi chay Ua sang Station 3. Mgt cdnh tugng
khong th€ nin cudi dang bay ra trudc ciba phong Katrina, ngay
gitfa 18i di. Katrina khéng hi€u bdng cach ndo di didy nguyén ¢
givrdng my ra trude cida phong, bao nhiéu chan mén khan gdi cudn
tron thanh mot ddng 1dn & cudichin givdng, cd chi€c 4o ngl clia
mu cling quén lan trong ddng chian dy. Va di nhién nhu thé ¢é
nghia 14 mu khéng con mét madnh vai ndo trén ngudi ngoai doi
slipper dwdi chdn, 14 thd ma mu khong bao gid chju rdira, k& cd
[uc di tAm 1an lac 1&n girdng ngh. Mu ding lom khom trén givdng,
¢d viung vy khdi Grace. Cling khéng hidu bdng cich ndo, mu di
lay duoc tam bién nho “Alzheimer’s Care Unit”van d€ trén Nurse’s
Station, vd mu dang dung né nhu mot thu vii khi 48 chong lai
Grace. Grace thi gidng nhu mot chang vd sida tring dang ddu mot
cach tuygt vong voi mot chang da den khde manh va dai sitc hon
minh, mdt chan n6 ding gif theé, mot chdn quy trén givdng, vira
d6 danh vira ¢6 ghi Katrina xudng bdng siic manh cia ca déicdnh
tay 14n sirc ndng cla than hinh nd. Nhung than hinh mdnh maicta
Grace thi khong 4 @& ha néi sifc manh la thudng cia Katrina
trong nhitng d2m trd con nhu d&m nay va nhiing &1 dd danh 48i
vél mu ldce nay ciing hoan toan vé ich. Henrietta nhanh nhen tut
gidy nhdy lén giurdng, hai tay choang vai Katrina kéo xudng trong
khi Grace va Chidiing hai bén khoa chan tay mu. Ha duogc tay vé
si hang ning réiciing chua phai hét viéc, sau d6 1a phan macéova
dac munidm yén trén givdong. Grace gitr chan con Chi gid tay mu @é
Henrietta, nhanh nhen va khde nhat, chup chiéc 4o ngu, réi chiéc
posey qua didu mu. D&nday thi diép khic ngdt quéing clia Katrina
thay d61... “Tao... go... khong... — Khong bdt may... mac... do...
do... — ... Sao may bdt tao mdc... do... do..."” Chi d& vira cho muy
thd, Grace kéo chat cac mdi posey quin vao hai bén thanh givong
doan nidm h3n xudng gim girdng d€ budc cac ddu mdi vao nhau,
vong qua tam ném. K hi Katrina Ién con, phaidung téi kiu cét hoi
¢ vé da man va di rit xa nguyén tdc nhu thé mdi c6 thé giff muy
ndm yén trén givong vi mu cé tai g& duac tat ca cac moigiay budc
hai bén thanh giurdng roi ngdi diy vung tay ném chigc posey vao
goc phong, va lic 46 thi mu ¢6 thé ném tdt cd nhing thit & chung
quanh tim tay mu. Xong xudi, Henrietta vira thd haoe hén vira bo
ra curoil hoi Grace:
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— May lam sao ma d€ mu bidu di€n vii khda thin ngay giFa
ctta vay Grace? May ma mu ta chua ddy ¢ giudngra ngoaidudng
chit khoéng thi ca cai thanh phd nay di thirc diy h&t ma coi roi.

Pém lanh ngdt ma nhing giot md hoi l@m tdm hai bén thai
duong Grace, rin xudng nhiing chin toc vang min, né phan bua:

— Tao dau biét, d3 dan con Elsa tir sém la phaicoiching mu
cin thin. Tao vira dem thudc tdidinh cho mu udngthi mu da ra tdi
ctfa dirng mua réi.

— Vay la phai qua ma, véi nhifng nhdn var guan trong nhu
Katrina nay thi may phai tu check lai chit ddu phai chi dan tui
Aides khong théi la du. Co6 chuyén gi xay ra, chdng han nhu mu
chay ra dudng bj xe dung thi trach nhigm lai 48 1&n d4u may chit
dau phai con Elsa.

Grace ligc Henrietta bidng céi kidu litc ma Beth vin danh cho
Henrietta:

— Em bi#ét, thua chi Henrietta, em bi2t, bai hoc vé trach nhié¢m
em van thudc. Tai vi d¢m nay con Sandy bdn vai bénh nhan mdi
cla nd, mot minh tao & Nurse’s Station, quay gua quay lai du thit
viéc réi quén bang di...

Henrietta dap dap xoa bop hai canh tay, ra bé ngao ngan thd
dan:

— Hur quén, quén... Neukhéngceébtao... Aibdoyta khongcin
phai hoc v& ddu. Khong c¢6 ddng cip nhu tao thi d8m nay sao ha
ndi muy.

Grace co chan l1&n vudt vudt d6i panty hose da bj Katrina cao
rach xoac mot dudng dai trong lac gidng co, thd ra ndo nudt:

— Tao thé tao sé khong them sdng ldu didu. Tao thich chét dep
hon la sGng gia. SOng thém nita 88 ma dién nhu Katrina thi then
chét duoc.

Henrietta chdu mabi:

— D& coi, bay gio thimay néi vay nhung d€n lic gia dithi may
sé lai thay tiéc doi, thay them sdng nhu lic tré them yéu vay... Va
néu may di dien nhu Katrina nay thi con bigt gi ddu, clingcon dep
dé gi nifa ddu ma then. Nhung em o1i, ctf tintao di, may ma ¢\ chui
ra chui vao miy cai Nursing Home nay thi may sé khong phaisdng
ldu dau. May s€ chét vao khodng... a a... col nao, khodng 50 tudi
nhur ba hoang Grace vay nhé. OK? Luc d6 thi may ciing vin con
kha dep, vdidiéu kign 1a phéichju khé nhjn &n chir dirng d€ qua
kh8 nhu ba Beth vay. Ngoai thing chdng may ra s con bigt bao
nhiéu 14 ngudi d€n nhé 12 tiéc thuong, biét bao nhidu la hoa héng
trén mo... O dep bigt midy, ngam cudi noi chin sudi nhé!

Bi#t Grace lang man nén Henrietta vin ci theu dét du moi thi
chuyén trditrang may nudc ra d€ choccho khuiy khda nhifng d&¢m
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dai, cling nhur nd vin k€ chuyén ma dé doa Sandy y2u béng via, con
Chi thi ddu kin cd caildng man lin cai yududi d€ Henrietta khéng
th€ budc dugc vao thé gidi rdt Viér Nam clia nang nén no d€ Chi
duoc yén thin ma cudi gép trude nhifng ciu chuyén cia no. Du
vay, thinh thodng Henrietta cling n6i dugc nhing cdu kha hay ho,
chdng han nhu nd tuyén bo, tat cd chung ta d€u la nhifng k& caoca
thdm lang, vi néu khong cao cd, khong yéu nghe thi khéngaicd thd
& lainoindy qua mdt deém. Chikhac 1a mbi ngudicd mot cach, mat
1y do yéu khac nhau ma thdi, thi du nhu con Grace y&u nghé chi vi
hdi High School nd 16 doc phdi cai truyén Doctor Jivago. “Con
may thi may yéu ai, Henrie?” Grace hdt mat. “Tao h3? Tao
yéu...Katrina”. Dém nay Henrietta lai 1ap lai cau dy. N6 vua noi
yéu Katrina theo cdi digp khic cé quing ng4t clia my, tua nhu Chi
ndi chuyén voi Sylvia bing thi ngén ngd bip be, vira chdan thém
gdi kin mit quanh girdng Katrina. Khéng vung vdy duoc nifa,
Katrina vAn cd trudn minh 18n mét chat, dua diu 12n cao khdi
chiéc gdi, girong d6i m4t dién dai 1en nhin ¢d ba, miéng ri rAm
nhi¥ng digp khiic dang d€n hdi nh6 diin nhd din cia mu. Henrietta
rot cho mu mot ly nuée lanh d8 trén ban, sat tAm tay muy:

— P& mu gidi khat chat, Katrina, d8m nay mu hat hoi nhiéu
roi.

Grace kéu len:

— May cho my udng réi cdt 1y di Henrie, & @6 mu hat 38 hét
day.

— May cho mu udng 4i, mu khéng ua tao ddu. Rdi cho mu
udng thudc luén di. Lic ndy may cho mu udng Navane chua?...

Katrina ngoan ngodn udng ung uc ting ngum nudc nht mdt
Mira tré khat sifa sau con khéoc do1. Udng xong mu ddy cai ly ra,
cim 13y tay Grace:

— Thank...you... — Thank... y... od... ou...

Chi phi cudi nhin cai migng rung tro hét rdng nai liu riu cia
mu. Giong mu cé lic nghe eo €o nhu tig¢ng mdt con meo, ¢o luc lai
ca kiu ca kiu nhu tiZng mot con ngdng. Henrietta nhan nho:

— Coi dign dién vay ma ciing con ljch st gom. Vat 1dn cho
chan che rbi &i cam on.

Katrina khéng cua quay, cling khdéng ri rim gi na, mu ch4p
hai ban tay lai, gdi sau gay, m4t nhin thing l&n tran nha nhu bt
dédu suy nghi xa x6i gi 6. V&i kiu gdi tay nhu thé, mu cé cai vé
trAm tu cha mot tridt gia dang suy nghi vé 12 khd dau ctia kidp con
ngudi. RS rang hon nda. Chi thdy mu gidng hét nhu Simone de
Beauvoir trong mdt birc anh ma Chi 43 phong ldn treo trudc ban
hoc vao nhifng nidm trudc nam 75, cdi thud ma cd bé Chi mdichap
chtfng nhin vao thé gidi van chuong ciing nhur nhin vao cé cube dai
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bing 361 mit clia mot cd bé Alice nhin vao the gidi la ky. Thatkha
khoi hai khi din tri nhd di tir mét muy gia dién d8n mot nha tu
tudng, du ca hai cung 12 dan ba va ciing sdng gia nhu nhau, nhung
day 1A motsy gidng nhau rdtrd rang, rat sc nétchi khong phai chi
14 mdt su lidn tudng tdi giong con meo hay gigng con ngbng nhu
Henrietta vin néi, cé I8 trong d3u may c6 cA mdt virdn bich tha ha
Chi. Cling c6 dém, voi cdi v& trim tu rdt de Beauvoir 46, khéng
chju thay 4o quiin, khdng chju 1&n givdong ngu, cling khéng cho tét
den, Katrina ngbi & chiéc gh? banh ké sat cifa $8, hai tay khoanh
trnrde ngue. Cit nhu the muy ngdi yén Bing sudt d8m, mitdamdim
nhin ra ctta s8. D6 1a mo6t d2m khong trang sao va srong mu diy
dic, nhi¥ng ngon dén dudng phia xa ngoai hang cay chung quanh
vién soi 4nh sidng y&u &t thanh nhifng vong tron gita biu suong
mu nhu vom hao quang trén d3u nhi¥ng thign thin nhd trong
nhéng bic tranh mua Dong. Grace, Julie va rdi ca ba Beth thay
nhau vao tit dén, dd mu I&n girdng ngi, mu rén 18n mdt cach siu
tham: “P8 tao... yén.. én... — Dé... 1a... ao yé... én... — Tao cdn...
anh sa... ang...

Khong th€ cho my udng thém thudc ngu, va hai roomatesclia
mu, mu Trudy va mu Joanna ciing 43 di vao giai doan cudi clia
Alzheimer’s Disease thinh thodng chi cua minh md mét ngo tring
tntng ngAy dai réi lai viiidAu ngi tiép khéng than phién gi nén cudi
cung Katrina dugc 2 ngdéi yén trong anh sang choéi gt cia cd ba
ngon dén phong cung bat, mit dim ddm nhin ra ngoai bau troi
dém dic quianh swvong mu. Pém iy trire bén Station 2 nhung chdc
mot Chi lai chay sang nhin mu, nhin cii vé trim tu ky la bdt ngd dy.
Chi ¢d trdng twong ra nhiing thay di cua ting t€ bio ndo, tirng
ving tri nhd trd ve, ting hinh dnh cii dang gé ctta. Nhifng hinh 4nh
giong nhu nhing con rdi hay nhifng béng ma troi clia cd quang ddi
dai dac dang kéo vé nhdy mua trong cai mit md cua tri nhd di den
kit swong mu, thiang hoac vé ra nhifng ddm sang nhu nhiing vom
hao quang trén ddu cic thién thin nho trong tranh v& d&@m mua
d6ng. Nhitng ddm sang vd ra, vé ra, bd oc gia chét nhur mét chiéc
hop day kin vd ra... Tao cdn... sd... éng... — Tao cdn anh... sang...
— Katrina la loai lang tri hién, chi [&n con &inh k¥ vao nhifng dém
trang, thinh thodng vao nhifng dém thoi tiét d3i, ngoai ra binh
thudng mu khong pha phach gi, sic khde muciingduogctamcoila
kh4. Chin mu con khde manh di &éng vi¥ng viang khdong run rdy,
khéng cin t&i xe 1an nén mu thich duoc tha tr do cho 1an mo di
kh&p tr hinh lang nay sang hanh lang khac, miéng liu riu nhifng
diép khic quen thudc vai tat cd moi ngudi va khéng vdi ai ca, My
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co thé tu di vao toilet mot minh khi clin, khong dgiai dan dit hay
nhic nhd, nhung sau 46 thi phdicd ngudi vao 16i my ra vi mu
thudng 13y cé phairita tay sau khi tieu tidu & md nude xdi x4 rdi
kéo cude gidy lau tay xudng bijt lay voi nude. Nhitng lic khdng cé
ai d& . mu d3 x3 het tat ca cac cudn gidy co sdn trong toilet ra cho
cai tro nghich nudc cia mu. Khang rd vi 1§ do tham kin nao, muy
thudng lin mod xudng diy phong dan dng, duirng ngdn ngo tirng hi
tir phong nay sang phong khic réi dén dang givdng lao Roger, ro
rAm hai chdn ldo, co khi td¢c heét chan mén ldo ra, mig¢ng u ¢ vui
mirng nhu gap lai duge nguoi yeu cii. Roger thi laila mot lao gia
finh tao, bj phdng toan than trong mdt vu chay tAm nam vé tnrdec.
Lio nim bep trén givdng gan nhu sudt ngay, ti chdi mt cach
curong quyét moi khuyén nhi ngdiday di dirng luyén tap tay chan,
mdt phiin vi cai Catheter deoldng nhdng bén minh, mdt phan vi cai
méc cim trien mién khéng mudn ai trong thay bé mat va nhi¥ng
phin than thé ma quin 40 khong che ddu hét d€ 1§ ra nhing diu
vét phong khing khiép. Lao ndi gidn qud quy®ét rdng ldo khong
quen bi®t no ndn gi voi Katrina bao gio va hét 1&n khi thay bong
mu ldng vadng ngoai cita, du binh thudng 1o cdm nin nhur mat
bong ma khong mudn gap g& nguoi trin. Roger dac biét yéu mén
Chi, lao biét nhitng gio Chi s& vao thim ldo mdi dem d€ kéo gidy
bat sing ngon dén diu givdng mdi khi nang budc vao: “Hi,
sweetheart.” & Chi dén bén hdi thim ldo, dit tay lén tran ldo, kéo
lai tAm chian, sifa lal chigc goi, rot ddy ly nudce cho lao udng thuoc,
nhiFng digu Lt vat cdn thiét ma Chi bi#t rd y nghia ciia né va nang
Jam veri tit cd ndi budn rdu dju dang nhu thé nang dang phailam
cho ctinh minh. Nhng diéu cin thi#t khong hin chi vi tam chan
lao roi, cigc gdi ldo lech hayly nude ldo can ma la dé thda min cai
nhu ciu mudn thud cta con ngudi, cai nhu ciu cang vé cudi dai
cang dau ddén thigt tha 1 mudn dugc an 0i, dugc chiam nom san
sOc yeu thuong. Sau @6 thildo lai tu tay tit dén nhdm mét ngo lai
sau khi ndm tay Chi, thi thim: “Goodnighs, sweetheart.” va miéng
con hé cudi, cai nucwdidm hoa ra budn rdu trén khudn mat sdn sui
diim do. DPém nao phién ha l4m ldo mdithan phién, hodc mét viing
bed sores nao d6 mdi thay sau lung lam ldo nhite nhdi, hodc ldo
Hills ren ri, 130 Monpavio 131 nhai tt ddu hom lam ldo khdng ngd
duoc. hoac Laundry Room ban sang d€ 1dn dau mat cia ldo chigc
quan tay, hodc c¢6 khi, dém nay Chi mac a0 méi phai khong Chi?

Phdi mat mdt thoi gian kha lau Chi mdi 1am quen duoc vdi
khuon mat kinh dj cta lao, lamquen duoc voichit sweetheart thot
ra tir 461 moi hoi kéo xéch qua mét bén vi mdt duong may dai bén
meép trai, lam quen duoc vdi mot digu dudng nhu 14 mot tinh yéu
vd vong va vinh cdu d3i véi mdt hinh béng nao d6 d2n tir nhing
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nam thang thanh xuan cta cudc ddi ldo. Lau din Chi ciing dem
long an cin vaildo hon vdicaclido gia khéc, va di nhién, hon lavai
lio Monpavio, va rdi ciing phai gidi thich vdi con mét soi méi ciia
Henrietta, vdi cai ngudi yéu mé&n minh thi ty nhién [a minh ciing
phai yeu m&n lai, khéng nhiéu thi it chit, d& hidu théi ma Henrie.
Mot dem Chi gidt minh hot hoang vi dén phong 130 bat sang va
tiéng 3o hét dF doi vong l1én. Katrina d2 lin dén bén givdng, tdc
hét chan mén d4p trén ngudilidora vi md mim thé naonimduoc
sai diy din voicdi Catheter kéo manh. Sqgi day tudt ra, nude tidu
chdy tung toe trén chdn ngm. Roger hetlén gian d ¢ va dauddn,lio
chdm day chup ldy ¢d tay Katrina nghién rang van bing hét sic
binh sinh. Lic Chi chay vao thi ldo 44 x6 duoc Katrina ngd ngdi
Xxudng dat, mu émldy cdtay kdu khocdmi... Tao... ao thirong né...
— Sa... ao no khdng thuong tao... ao... — Vira hdt hoang lai vira
budn cudi, Chi ddy muy ra cho Henrietta va Grace din di, mu ci
&m 13y cd tay ma kéu khéc 4m i hang gid sau d6. Cai digp khic
trim bdng ai oan nhu mét ngudi bj tinh phu vong gittadém khuya
nghe nido né dadiét. Lo Roger thi 1am Chi ban bju gin hét d¢mdé,
khéng hdn vi dau ma vi con gian d kich ddng, Jio 1&n con sdt tir
khodng 3 gio siang d%n chiéu hém sau mdi ha. Lao l4p di lap lai
rAng Katrina ma c6n mo dén phong 130 1dn nita, Jdo s& giét my. Chi
bat cudi, vO Ve

— Lao nén tha thu cho Katrina, Rogie a, vi mu thuong lao
ma. Ping ¢o6 gidn d¥ qua vdi ngudi dan ba di ndng long vi minh
chut.

Roger nhin vai:

" — Nhung tao khéng mudn thdy mit né, tao khéng mudn nd
thuong tao. Tao khdng mudn né.. tao mudn... may théi... Chi...

Chi khé 1l lai mgt budc: |

— O sao 130 lai khéng thuong Katrina duoc? Lao ché mu gia
ha? R 8i toi ciing s& gia vay, cd ai tré mai duoc dau. D€nlic 46 bidt
dau trong t6i s& coOn t¢ hon cd Katrina nFa thi sao?

— Khong dau Chi, khong bao gid ddu, Chi sé khong bao gid
xau xi vé duyén nhu Katrina ddu, va tao cling sé khong bao gio
duoc thidy may gia di dau... Tao sdp chéi rdi. Tao s& mang theo
hinh dnh tré dep dju dang cia may ngady hdém nay cho d%n khi tao
chét, cling nhu tao vin nhd hinhdnh cta ngudi ve ddu tign chét lic
vira 20 tudi ca tao. HSi ¢6 tao mdi co 24 tudi. Tao chi gip nd cod
mot 14n 12 yéu ngay, N6 nhd bé, diu dang va d& thuong nhu may
bay gio... Chi... :

D yéu mén Roger, du vin tu nhl minh c¢6 bdn phdn phdi an
di ldo, Chi viin khéng thé ndn na lai bén giudngldo lau hon nhitng
khi lao bAt ddu k€ 1&. Ca thuc tai, ca di ving, cd cudc 461 Roger
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khong c6 mat & ddy, trongcai khonggian mau trdngtinh sach lanh
l€o vy phti bdn b2 nay ma 1a c6 mit & bén ngodi cita s8, phia
nhifng tidng chim keéu, tiéng xe chay, tiéng ri rfim huy2n ndo cia
cudc doi ma nhifng hang cdy va miy lép tudng trdng khéng ngan
dugc hét. Roger vin k& 1€ vdi Chi hang gid v ngudi v tré yéu
ménh ngay xa xua ctia ldo, mot ngudi con gai géc Y, mit den va
toc den nhu Chi, mét ngudi dang thanh ti manh mai nhu mét cay
hoa dao nhd mua xuén diing trén dinh ngon 48i. C4 1€ ngay xua
ldo cling lam tho... Tao sdp chétrdi... Tao sdp chét rdi... Nhiing 15i
[€ the thiZt cta 130 doi vao tai Chi, lung bung trong ddu lAm nang
d€n mot lic c6 cadm tudng nhu minh cling sdp chét mit. Nang cling
dang nim beénh, dang d€m dang do dang doc duoc tén clia cai chét
din mon tirng phdn thian the, ting phdn gidc quan té bdo. Caichét
dang chigdm doat din, dang budc tdi din, tdi thit cham bing
nhi¥ng budc chidn chic njch 1én trén ¢ ndo. Cai thidm thidtclaldo
Roger khéng phai & chd dau dén, vi nhiing vét thuong cia l3o 43
lanh tr ldu, ma la & chd 1do khdng phai cho dot mdt diu gi ngoai
cai ch@t, va ldo 43 chd qud lau, trong mét trang thai tinh tdo dang
sg. Dudng nhu ¢6 mot 1dn 1ao dd néi vai Katrina, nhu thé tdm su,
ring ldo them cd cai nhanh nhen va sy dién daictia mu. Katrina, ky
digéu thay, ciing bit dvoc rdt nhanh nhitng tin higu clia md¢ cdi
long vira thoang mé, va my deo riét (o ur d6. Con Roger thi lai
xoay ra dong cai vai tudng cua mdt chang Trurong Chi mat miit
kinh dj nhung madi mi¢t ygu béng hinh y2u kiéu ctia mot nang My
Nuong ndo d6 cho d&€n khi mang xudng tuyén dai. Diu 6c cing
tinh tdo thi qua khi vay quanh lai cang ddy ddc, hdn ddn md kY
niém day vo cua yéu ghét han thu, cia 4n 04n say mé, Cd mdt cude
doi ling ddng ¢ chung quanh nhu nh#ng bong ma kéu gao duoc
s8ng lai. That sur, Chi nghi, dén cailac phai vao nAm beénh & day thi
nhi¥ng ké mat tri nhu Katrina vAn d2 chju hon vi khéngcd gi dang
so cho bdng finh gita nhi¥ng ngudi dign, nhi¥ng khdi thjt 1an 1on
cim lang. Cai chét cdm duoc va d8m duoc nhu hoi thd ngay mét
mon mdi, tri 6¢c mdi ngdy mot vang vit nhiing gidc hon me, mét
nhin md&i ngay mo6t nhde nhoet nhiing hinh dang ngudi qua lai,
tiéng nbi lao xao... Nhitng chigc givdng trdng roi diy, day roi
trong, ngudi ta theo nhau chét, theo nhau rung xudng gidn dj nhu
lA mua thu theo nhau rung titng con xudng ddt 48 mua sau chdi
xanh moc lai trén cinh khé. Mdi khi nghi d&n nhitng digu d6 Chi
lai thdy so hdi, thay t& ligt h&t mdt vung nia trong 6¢ ndo, thdy
nhi¥ng t& bao trong co thé dang gia di theo tirng phit gidy. Thdy
mudn chét ngay bay gio, ngay bay gid chi khéng doi dén caichét
50 tudi nhu Henrietta vira vé ra cho Grace cé hoa hdng va nudc
mét roi trén mo. Pem & ddy that sy 33 d4p chbéng chit 1&n thém
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cho 16ng Chi nhifng nim md khong huong khéi. Chi lai nghi téi
nhifng di€u ma moi ngudi chung quanh d3 néi vé céng vige ma
nang dang theo dudi. That 1a mét cdi nganh rdt hap vdi coi long
33y mo chi clla em. O néi nhu vdy thi em phai lam ngh# tdng tang,
dai Iy 16 bia mdi phai chit. Cin gi, vi em ddu thich quidng ngudi
xudng huyét, em chi thich &4t tay 18n nhi¥ ng tri tim thoi thép théi
ma, phdi khong? Mudi may nim 343 qua rdi ma em vin cdn yeu cliu
chuyén Nhifng-nguoi-éo-trdng hay sao? Qi céi cau chuyén di lam
mém 16ng nhing cd bé ngdy tho dm mdng ciru chudc cude ddi bigt
may... Chi budc tdi kéo man cita, vin tay 1&€n chdt cda kinh toan
tim chut hoi lanh nita d&8m & bénngoai, chot khung ngudi nhincai
bong tridng todt cia minh d6t ngdt hién ra trén mit kinh. Téc tai
mat mili nay, nhifng nguoi do tring ndy, mudi mdt nam 483 qua
r6i, Bao nhigu nam na thi minh s& vao diy, khong phii 8 dém
dem di qua nhi¥ng cinh ctta phong nay, l4ng nghe nhiing nhjp tim
thoi thop nay ma la 4€ ndm trén chinh nhifng chiéc givdng kia,
song giffa nhing con mdng du trd lai cudc d¢i nhiing dem thau
tran ddi hay ngd nh¥fng gidc ngl trién mién chia nh¥ng than xac
khong tiéng than?

g ngoai kia, trang treo cao ngattréndinh ngon cay, trdi trong
va Xanh duc nhifng suong mu. Anh sing ving nhu thim lanh dén
ting chin toc. Tring d&y. Trang cli. M3t dan con trai ri dan con
gdi ra ngdi nhin trang. Tiéng kim d&ng h6 nhich titng gidy gd vao
dém. Gd vao d3u. NhiFng t€ bio gia di theo tirng sat na. Chi chot
nghe ngurdi rén rgn nhu mudn lén con sdt. O dudi dudng phé,
mdt chigc xe vira lao vit qua, ti€ng banh xe nghi€n ron trén dudng
nhua danh thifc mét con chim ngu dau do gifa nhifng lum ciy bén
cira 83 kéu [én thdng thdt nhu tiéng tré con khoc giat minh. Giga
nh¥ng tiéng ddng dy la tieng nac cua my Edna nghe rd mdn mot
tirng chdp tirng chap. Mu nay c6 cai tat mdilan thdy mu May cing
phong cd con chau dén tham lai quay mat vao tudéng khéc nite né
khong cdch gi do duac, va bao gid cling vay, tran khéc ban ngay
kéo theo nhing con nic déi tirng chiap ban dém nghe nhu nghet
thé. Anh triang, theo tay kéo man cita cia Chi, lba viao phong, doi
trén khuén mat quit queo nhu giy guc xudng nguc cita mu Trina,
cai miéng ha hdc khdng rdng thd phi phd nhu mét cai hang gié lua
cia mu Amy. Con bip bé giy tay chia mu Carlandmlindudichan
girdng giffa ving anh sang ciia anh trang, cdi migng né ngoac cudi
d€n tin mang tai trdng nhu mat mdt con qul nhd.

Chi bt giac diing dirng lai & mgt phong ma nang vira nhan ra
la c6 d%n hai givong tréng. Nang budc vao nhin dam dam hai chic
gitrong d3 dugc lam sach trdi phdng phiu ¢ ché d¢6n nhitng con
bénh madi,tu nhién cdm thdy nhu nghet thd. Ai vira chét mat vay?
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Nhifng cai t&n lung bung trong diu. Nhifng khuén mat xacchét y
hét nhu nhau & mic 46 gia nua va sdu thim. Marian. Barbara.
Joanna. Nhiing khudn mét da trdng khi tit thd lai cang trdng béch
nhu voi. Tiéng Henrietta goi o1 ¢i ¢ ngoai dau hanh lang kéo Chi
ra khdi con nghet thé lung bung ddu 6c, Chi kéo nhanh man cika,
quay vao gol no:

— Henrie, Henrie, lai day...

Henrietta quay lai theo tigng Chi, diing dirng trén ngudng
cita, bong n6 48 thanh mét vét dai cit khodng trangchi2u md trén
tudng ra [Am déi:

— G vay ?

Chi chi tay vé hai chiéc givdng trong:

— Tao nghi hoai kh6éng ra t&n hai my ndm d4ay... Tao nhd ca
hai con kha 1Am ma...

Henrietta trirng mét:

— May c6 mé ngd hay khong? Mu Janette d8i qua Station |
hém qua, con mu Louise thi ch&t ngay trong Beauty Room trong
luc dang udnlai md té¢c dd d€ mirng sinh nhéat thu 83 sang nay; may
vita méi nghe Report d3y ma, quén rbi a? May lam sao vay?

Chi thir ngugi :

— Khéng biét nifa... Khong hiéu sao tao nghe néi Louise nay
ma ctt nghi d&n Louise & phong bén kia...

Henrietta t6 ra rdt quen thudc véi nhitng con lo ddng ban
thin cia Chi, né tién toi, tat nhe vdo mot bén, rdi cd hai bén mé
Chi, riéu cot:

— Tinh chua em? Thoi du sao mu ciing ch#t r8i, 48 lat niia
khoc cling dugc. Bay gid nghe tao hdi ddy. May thdy mu Gloria
clla tao dau khong?

Chi khéng bd 1& co hdi lén giong lai :

— Mu ngt guc bén TV Room chit ddu. May sang dé thi bitt.

Henrietta khoat tay:

— May di vdi tao di.

Chi nheo miét:

— May... s¢ ma a?

Henrietta Jai chdm tdi, chia nhing ngon tay son méng 44
trrdc mat Cha:

— May I6n 161, tao chi ddu phai con Sandy, tao thi trj ¢
ngudi 1in ma. Tao chie minh tao 16i my Gloria vé phong thi hoi
kho vay théi. Co di hay khéng thi bio?

Chigc TV 16n & TV Room vin con m& vdi Am thanh vira dd
mdt ngudi nghe. Mu Gloria kéo gh# ngdi gdn nhu sit vdi khung
kinh man anh nhé, guc diu vao thanh gh& thd nang nhoc, cip kinh
tré xudng sdng miii khodm, mot gidng nudc dii chdy chdy tir bén
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mép xudng dong lai & mot ngin triing cia chiéc ¢d da nhinnhim,
Henrictta lay nhe vai Gloria:

— Gloria, Gloria, diy di théi... Pém nao muy cling ngd guc
ngoai nay viysao? Nao, Gloria, vé phdng nao, khuya ldm réi... Oh,
sao hdm nay mu mic cai ao dep thé nay...

Gloria cra minh dm & r6i lai guc diu xudng ngu tiép.
Henrietta g& cap kinh cil vang &ch budc day long thong bo vao tii
40 mu rdi x6c nach mu day. Gloria budc 1é theo Henrietta va Chi,
[Gc thi ngd ddu vao vai nang, lac thi d3 sang bén Henrietta, d6i
slipper cii bay h&t 1&p nhung mjn trén ddu mui kéu lep xep theo
bude chin mu. Gloria 1a mot trong nhng bénh nhan lau ddi nhat
& day, mu dugcdua vao day tir mudihainimveé trrde. Héidy mu
con riat khde manh. chdng can dén ai sin s6c va cling khdng mudn
bi san sdc, it khi nao mu chiu & yén trong phong. Sudt ngay mu
quanh qudn ngoai phong dn, x&p di xep lai nhifng cudn sach trén
ke, ti mi lau tirng chigc la cia nhiing chdu cdycanh, vuivé gitp nha
bép don ban trong gid an, xdng xao va hoat bat nhat trong nhi¥ng
budi noi chuyén dugc to chirc hang ngay gitfa cadc bénh nhén...
Nhirng theo thdi gian, sitc khde mu suy yeu dan va tir khi Chi d&n
lam viee & day, nang chithay muldi thdi ngéi ngoai TV Room sudt
ngay. Vi ciing vi phai vao ¢ day kha sdm nén trong tinh thuong,
trong niem mong nhd ma mu danh cho con chau luénludnphalan
mot ndi budn tii vo bién. LT con chiau Gloria thi mdi nim vao
thaim mu duoc khodng ba 1dn, 18 Giang Sinh, Sinh nhat mu va
Mother Day. Chung mang vao cho mu nhifng géi qua budc no
xanh dd, nhifng tdm thiép, keo Chocolate. phdn gi tAy va ciy
thong gid budc d0 choi lang 1Ang. Ga tay thira mita cong vdi phin
ga tay duoc don dac biét trong nhitng ngay le ¢ ddy thi mu duicho
tat cd moi ngudi chung quanh tdm tay mu, keo chocolate thi mu
nhai sudt ngay dém bing tat cd niém vui cla mot co bé ign mudi.
Nhiing goi qua, nhiing diy no xanh 44 bac miu ti nhiéunimdoén
lai dugc my xBp cdn than phdng phiu @8 diy chung quanh diu
gitdng. CAy thong nhé treo nhitng dd choi gid ngd ngdn chilam
vui ma&t tré con thi mu gid hét tir mia d6ng sang dén mua xuln,
mua ha, mua thu r6i mua d6ng sangnim. Chodén khigéc phong
va ta danh cho mu khéng ¢on di chd nifa, mu mdi tide ré dua cho
ngu di con nhiéng cay cii nhat, dan di ddn lai rdng phaidem vé nha,
ciit k¥ cho mu & trong mét chigéc ti nao d6. Ba con gai mu cau cé
om nhifng cady thong bui bam ra khdi phong, vt ngay vao chiée
thung rac bén hong hanh lang. Mukhéc réi curditiu tit, k& 18 huyén
thuyén nh¥ng cidu chuyén cta ba, bdn thang don lai d€ thoa niém
hon tii nhé mong, 42 cdm chan 14 con chdu ngbi lai them duoc
phit nao hay phut ndy. Nhung nhiing cdu chuyén huyén thuyén
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cua mu, ¢0 ging lAm thicingkhdngdixahondugccaikhdng gian
budn rau ma 1 con chau mu hét stirc khéng mudn nghe nhiéu hon,
thudc men bénh tat, bac si, y ta, nhirng bifa an hang ngay, mu gia
cung phong mdi duwoc dua vao thing tnrde d€n hém qua 43 chét...
L& con chau, dudng nhu yén tam thay mu chura cht, ty cdm thay
dilam tam 40 bdn phin, bam nhau riu rit rit vé. Laudan, c6 18 my
cling cdm thdy minh con may mén hon nhiéungudi khac, nhifng
ngudi khong bao gio co ai vao tham, khong bao gid c6 cdy thong
gid A€ bay trén tu ngoai nhing tam thiép cda nha thd gii tdicho
m&i béenh nhidn vado mua Giang Sinh kém theo cuén Kinh Théanh,
va mot vai tim thiép cha nhifng ngudi thian con sot lai trén cdi doi
duoc giti téi thang hoac mdi nam vai lin mang con dau nhi¥ng ti€u
bang xa x6i ndo d6. Nhifng tim thiép mau me, 11 @ in sdn, k¥ tén
nghuéch ngoac kem theo mét vai chf véi vang va may moéc d€nnuc
cudi, ... We love you, Think about you, Care about you, You are
my love... Cho d&n gan nidta nam nay thi cudc sdng hang ngay cla
Gloria thay d38i hdn. Ngudicon ré muy chet vi mdt tai nan xe hoi, ba
cont gat 44t nhién trd thanh gda bua, tro troi vi nhifng dita con Ién
da bd di xa. Ba nay vao khodng 50 tudi, khéng conditré va dep 428
Ay dugc chong khac, khong do giau d€ dugc tan tinh va bj allergy
vdi cho meéo nén cudi cung, bao nhidu tinh thirong ¢6 dip dén lai
h&t cho ba me gia. Co6 I& cho dén lGc ay ba ta mdi chia chung duoc
h&t néi budn ctia cdnh gia hiu quanh, tham thia duagc hét i& phidu
cta kigp ngudi. Ba ta vao tham Gloria m&ingay mot lin vao gid 4n
budi trira hoac chiéu, thudng thi vao budi chiéu {a cdi gid khic ma
ngudi ta dé cdm thdy Au sdu nhat trong ngay, dit thitc dn cho my,
dat mu di dao quanh ngoai vudn, ngdi lai tha thi vdi mu cho dén
khi trgi tdi. Cai cdnh hal me con ma ngurdi con gai cling 33 x& bong
quanh quén san sé tinh thuvong cho nhau trong rat d&¢ mii long.
Nhung khéng may, cdi canh ém dep mii long a3y khong kéo dai
duac ldu, ngudi con gii Gloria lai khéng song lau bing my. Ba ta
chét sau mdt con dau tim ba tudn € trrde. Cac chau Gloria quydt
dinh khong cho my hay vi 48 mdt mu gia 80 tudi khoc con thicling
chdng co6 ich gi hon 1a & musdng themduwoc ngay nao hay ngaydy
trong niém tin tudng rdng con muy con sdng o dau diy. Khodng
mot tudn 1€ sau khi tang 1€ xong xudi, mot ¢d bé xinh dep mu disau
tudi, con Gt cda ba nay, chau ngoai Gloria, vao thim my véi mdt
bé hoa mau tim. Co ta n6él me ¢6 ban di thim cac anhchj ¢é ¢ dau
d6 trong it lau. Gloria khdng thic méc gi vi con haychau gi thiciing
thé, mien la ¢6 ngudi vao tham d€ mu tin ring mu con duoc nghi
téri la da. Dudng nhur mu ¢on c6 chiéu hdnh dign khi n6i v moi
ngu¢i chung quanh rdng cé gdi tuoi tré xinh dep nhu mot cay
théng non kia chinh la chau mu. Nhung ti€c thay, cai tinh thurong
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clia mot cd bé mudi sdu tudi ddi vadi ba ngoai gia gidong nhu mot
con mua bong may tudi khong ¢t tham vang dat han va caicanh
gidi budn rdu trong Nursing Home khong gitf dugc ¢d bé qua ba
budi chidu mua déng, 14 cai khodng thdi gian rén ring xao xuyén
nhit ca nam. Co ta vita mat cd cha lan me thi laicangcd quyeén di
tim cac ngudn an Qi khac chit dadu c6 bdn phan phai tro thanh
ngudn an Gi cta ai. Théla tir sau ngdy ¢6 bé bizn mit, mdi ngay vao
gid an chiéu, khi cac con bénh tuong d0i khée 43 dugc dua ra
phong an va cac bénh ning ndm trén givdong da ¢o khay an trude
mat, chi con Gloria chdng cadi walker ditng 1€ loi tua cita phong,
mét dim ddm doi vé phia tit cudi ddy hanh lang, noicé canhcitara
vao danh cho khach tham viéng. Tat cd moi l&1 khuyén nhu déu
duoc mu tit chdi mot cach budn rdu: “Tao phai chd con tao, chau
tao... Thé nao tui nd ciing tdi ma...” Cudi cung, khi thirc an da
ngudi lanh, nhin mai cling 461, mu l4i thai ng6i xudng chiéc ghé
ctia mu, chigc ghe tréng danh cho ngudi con gai ké sat bén canh.
Hé hitng nhin khay an durgcin cdn dua tdi trude mit, mu ddy ra
hét cac phin thit, rau, tritng.. 1dng céng xic tirng mudng cereals
vao miéng, nudt nhur nudt phai déc duagce, nude.mét trao ra ti hai
khée mét loa, chdy dai xudng khuén mat nhan nhim nhu mét trai
tao tau kho. Trong mu gidng nhu mét dura bé dgi mai khong thiy
me v& cho d€ voi qua, phai ng6ian moét minh trong le loi va hon ti.
Quin 40 cia mu, trong nhifng thang sau nay, duoc ngudi con gai
dem vé& nha giat hang tudn sau khi mua s4m cho mu mot loat mdi,
thai h&ét nhing quan 4o cii ma trong mudi hai nam troi ba ta d3
khong quan tim cho 1dAm. Bay gio thi Laundry Room laiddm nhan
trd lai viéc giac gili cho mu nhur cil, va chicai viéc phai ghi tén va sd
phong vao mat lung trat nhi¥ng chic 4o clia mu ciing lam Gloria
ng6i ké 18 hang gid vdi con gdu xam ma ngudi con gai dem vao dg
bén gbi mu hoi 12 Ta On. Gloria héo hdt di nhanh chong nhu mdt
cai cAy vira b) d8n gdc, mai téc xam lo tho cling vira udn lai héidip
& rung toi ta, mu ngl nhifng gidc ngl chap chdn cd deém lan ngay.
Cé 1€ mu khong con sdng dugc bao 1au nita. Nhirng mu ch@t di thi
ciing chi ¢6 nghia 1a mot ho so nita duoc dong lai, & ddy, va cd be
xinh dep mudi sdu tudi kia khdng chic se nhé duoc mdt giot I u
bubn nio. Thdi gian ma Gloriasdng & ddy daigan bing tudiddicd
ta, va co I8 & trong tri nhd mdi Idn cda ¢6 gai nhd ay khong gid
duoc mot chit ky niém nao vé ba ngoai gia. Co6 ta cling d3a khéng
duoc day cho vé 1ong yéu thuong, tinh higu thdo va b8n phin,
khong kip thira hudng chit ndo caidisdntinh than tit tinh throng
mudn mang ma me co ta 34 dem d&n cho Gloria nhifng ngay cudi
cling cta cudc ddi, nén bd hoa mau tim va mot vai budi chiéu dén
tham mu d0i vdi ¢o ta chi ¢6 nghia la mét trong nhitng céng vige
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phailam sau khi me mat. Saudd, cay thong tiroi non lai tiép tuc hi
ha [An vao cudc ddi, chd dgi nhiing mua vui d¢ Gloria, ciy théng
tan tia trd vé véi gdc phongclia my, sdng tiép phinddicha mucho
dén khi thuc su chét di.

Von tinh hién lanh, budn riu va ling I8, khong trd tat trai
chitng, noéi nang lic ndo ciing nhu ciu khdn van xin nén ai ciing
thuong mén Gloria, v bay gio ngudi ta chju dung nhi¥ng loi k& 18
than trach ri rAim ngay dém cia mu nhu chju dung mét thit kinh
cdu nguyén. Mt that kinh cdu nghe ndo nuft k& thé nhung ai cling
¢® nht minh phdi nghe @ citu rdicho phdn hén maisau. C4i manh
linh hdn nho nhoi idt lay tdi nghiép nhu d8m lifa tan cia mdt ngon
dén ma diu 43 can kho té1 day. Nhifngd0m hFa tan chdy ching soi
sang dugc cho ai ma cho chinh ndi budn ru thdm thit, cho long
oan trach cudc déi bdi bac vo tam,

Gloria dugc dit 1&n givdng, quay p mat ngay xudnggdi, ddi.
vai rung ddng theo mdt nhip thd yéu &t dirt quang. Chi bigt my
chira ngti say, tdn ngin khéng biét nén dinglai hay budc ra ngay
d€ tranh con khdc giat minh cia mu thi mu da chdm day, ndm 13y
tay ao Henrietta dang ditng ngay bén ddu givdng, ghi manh:

— Nancy, Nancy hd?... Sao con di ldu qua vay?... Me cho con
lAu qua, Nancy...

Henrietta dura mét nhin Chi, budng tay dung sting, nhin vai
curdi nhirng mét né thi khong. Chi nhe g& ting ngdn tay Gloria ra,
dat dudi canh tay mu xudng dudildp chan, chan them hai chiéc gdi
hai bén d4du vi Gloria ngd hay lan 16n va diu vao thanh girdng,
doan kéo Henrietta budc ra, hi vong mu s& ngt {ai mau chong vai
gidc mo higénlanh c6 ngwrdicon gaicudiddicling khong hanh phic
nén dem hét tinh thuong mudén mang vé gianh cho ba me gia tram
tudi. P1 bén canh nang, Henrietta thi tham, giong that budn, that
khe, Chi Chi, tao thdy Gloria d3 qué gia nua d€ phai sdng thém
nita, chd doi thém nifa va mong thém nifa nhifng giic mong dep
budn rdu nhu vay.

&
¥ X%

Henrietta budng minh nang né xudng chiéc gh# dai, thuan
chian d4 luén vao dui Grace, bén ma chigc vo nylon da rich xoac tir
lac niy:

— Sao, may ¢ dinh ¢di vo ra khong hay la dinh méc fuén dén
sang mai day?

Grace ngudc len, e dau:

— Tao ciing khong bidt nita, cdira bay gio thilanh chdn, ma
d& d%n sang mai, trudrc mAt tat cd moi nguoi thilai cang khodng 8n
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hon ni¥a,

Henrietta d4c ¥ cudi rd 18n:

— Tao d3 nh&c may nhiéu ldn rdi, c¢i con Chi nifa, nhifngdira
cit chuygn mdn mic vay 86. i [Am ban d&ém thi mic quiin cho né
tign, lai dm n¥a, ai vao diy ma ngdmdui maydiu. Con d3 quen tit
mac vay thi lic nao ciling phai mang sdn mdt d4i panty hose nita,
mdt 40 khoac nita, @ khéi phdi mo xudng Laundry Room ma giat
4o nhu con Sandy hém nay vay. Tao thilicnido cling ¢ sdn cid mot
bo uniform d€ ngoai xe, tién loi cho nhi¥ng khi cdn thiét.

Grace toan noi gi 86, nhung lai ngung bit, nghieng ddu ling
nghe. Td phia hanh lang din ra ddy phdng dan 6ng, tiéng 3o
Monpavio vong ra l6ng 1dng: “... Number one... Number one...
Number one...”” Henrietta lai ril ra cuot:

— P&n lrgt may 46 Chi. Lio cling tu t€ ddy chu, ldo doi d&n
lGc tui minh thong thd moét chut rbi 130 mai lén tiéng ddy.

Chi nhin khuén mét bung ra nhu mt bdng hoa vi trdn cuai
don ctia Henrietta, lai mot {dn n¥a thay themdugccudi hét migng
nhu no6, du that ra thi nu cudi hdt migng ay cling khong 1am Chi
quén dugc 4nh mét budn siFng khi mu Gloria ndm lay tay 40 ma
goi nd 1a Nancy liic ndy. Va cling rat nhanh, khi Chi lién tudng tgi
361 mAt budn clia nd, Henrietta vut thé dai do nio:

— Bay gid tao lai dim ra nhd thing Dick qua. Théit 14 dién
m&i khongdichoi vdiné d€mnay &€ chui diu vao day nghe cai thit
moon-language nay... Oh... Dick...

Chi chan nd lan:

— Thoi dirng gid bd mau me nifa Henrie, may ma nhé nhung
gi thing Dick, durng ¢6 16i tén né ra ma goi dm i & diy, khong at
dugc giong lao Monpavio dau.

Grace tiép:

— L3o Monpavio thildo van hét Number one d8m ngdy ma.
Pém nay thi ldo chi hét lodn honchiat dinh théi. Maydaucé la gicai
thit Moon-language cua lio ddu ma vé ngiy tho, Henrierta
Lobster, ... Oh... khong, Henrietta Lopez...

Henrietta chup cdi &ng nghe trén ban ném ludn vao Grace.
Grace nghigng ngudi chup I8y, khic khich cudi. Henrietta cau co:

— Tao chang c¢é ngidy tho gi, nhung thinh thodng chic tao
ciing ngdy tho hon may chdt dinh vi tao sdng d€ndau nghi dén dé,
con may thi may nghi trudc va nghi nhiéu hon 1a séng, 461 khi
tudng turong nhiéu qua di trude cd sy that... Oh, tao khong ua
nhiing cai loai nhu may... E Chi, may ¢6 wra céiloai nhu né khong?

Chi cudl nu:

— May c6 biét rdng khi may néi nhu vay 1a may dang ndi cd
tao day khong?
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Henrietta ngdi dung day nhin Chi. Grace ¢d thém vay canh,
lat cang cuo1don hon, vung canh tay thon muagt l16ng miang vang
ném tra cai dng nghe lai cho Henrietta:

— Co that 1a may sdng dén dau nghi dén 46 khéng? Hay la
song ma ching nghi quai gi hét? Oh, tao cling chia ghét nhitng cai
loai nhu may...

— Loai tao thi sao? Loai 1ao thi sdng tu nhién théi chi sao.
Cii loai khodc bén ngoai I&p thién thin 4o trdng nhu may mdila
dang ngd day.

Grace it len:

— May 1am nhu 1a may khéng mic do tring vay!

— Nhung tao la 1¢6n cho moi ngudi bigt 1a tao den. Con may
ha? Thi du nghe, lao Monpavio d6. Lio la Number Oneit, taokho
chiu it, 1do0 la nhitu, tao khé chju nhiéu. Con may thi c6 qui biét
duoc la ldo doi vao trong ddu may nhiéing gi. Bon thuc n¥ & thoi
nay thi mot 1a dien, hai la bénh hoan, ba la dao ditc gid, bonla x3u
dZn ndi khong thing nio them ngd t4i. May khong thudc loai thd
tir, vay thi chi co thé 14 mét trong ba loaitrén...Emoi, mayvlamtao
nho tot Madonna, just like a virgin.

Grace dung bat day, Chi turdng noé sé ndi gidn d2n noi, nhung
khong, no chl dé mait, toan budc di, rbi lai ngdi xudng, voi tay ldy
mot 1& tap chi, Jdt gio o dang nhu th€ khéng quan tim tdi ciu
chuyén voi Henrietta nifa. Dang né nhé nhe budn budn, mai toc
vang khong cudn chai thd hét vé sau lung, khudn mat nhin aghiéng
dep nhur mét pho tugng tring. Chi va nhin cai vé dju dang cla
Grace mdi khi n6 cii xudng givdng bénh nhin héi han bénh tinh,
giong nd ngot ngao nhtr mit, trong vit nhu sudi. Cai vé dep cida
thip nién 50 chu khéng phai thdp nién 80 nhu Henrietta, vy ma
hai dira van cti choi thian véinhau méi hay. Cam thay da bit dung
mach Grace , Henrietta lai nhao tdi 6m Jay con nhd nhu né 43 6m
Chi lic ndy. Grace hdt tay Henrietta, quay diu v€ phia khac :

— May noi sai r61 Henrie. Nhung théi, bo chuyén cai ldo mu
do di.

— B6 sao duoc khi ma ldo vin hét vang bdn bé kia. May
mudn néi tao nén nhét bdng gon vao tai hd ?

Grace nhin sang Chi:

— May n61d3 ¢6 sin may cai urinal trén givrdng ldo rbi phai
khong Chi? '

— U, cit nghe ti€ng ldo thi bi#t ma. Ldo hét theo mot didu déu
déu chi khong khan cdp gi. NEu tui may mudn thi tao sé... din
miéng ldo lai cho, nhung v&i diéu kién, néu ba Beth ma thiy thi
mot trong hai difa tui may phai nhén nghe.

Henrietta cau nhau:
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— Con Grace co mudn thi nhin, khéng cé tao a. Trude sau
tao van khong tan thanh cai kiéu ba Beth khong cho khép cita cac
phong dn 40 nhu phong ldo Monpavio lai. D& nhiing dita dién cut
hét 16ng 16ng nhu vay thi Anh hudng tdi nhEng dia finh ludén chi
ich gi. M&i dira mot cau nghe phéat dién 1én duoc... — Tao khéng
cét may... — Sao may ¢¢t ta... ao — Ham rdng rao dau’... Ham
rdng tao ddu?’... Number one... Number two... E Chi, tai sao may
lai chui v3o cai nghé nay? O xt may ¢6 nhdng chuyén nhu Vay
khoéng?

Chi quay lai nhin Henrietta, r&i quay nhin d6i mét trong vét
clia Grace, 86t nhign thdy giong minh triv xudng.

— May mudn biét hd, nghe tao day. Sudt ddi tao khong biét
dZn chi Nursing Home cho d2n khi budc chian sang ddy. Va tao
khong thE hinh dung ra dugc Nursing Home nhu thé nio cho d&n
khi budc chian vao didy. Ba ngoaitao, ba nditaodi sdng nhocnhén
sudt cd ddi, mon mdi sudt ca ddi vi loan lac, vi chién tranh, vi dua
hét ch6ng d&n con trai dira trdn, nhung d&n lic chét thi ba tao 83
chét trong toai nguyén...

C3 Henrietta 1An Grace ciing im lang nhin Chi, nang tiép:

—- Vi ba tao da chét gitfa tinh thuong vay boc chung quanh, vi
cho d&n giay phut cudi cung, b vin song nhu mdtngudicodichcho
con chdu, van 1a bai hoc cta su kiennhén, long hisinh, vin la hinh
anh tieu bidu d€ hi vong vé mot tuvong lai tdt dep hon.

Henrietta l4c d3u chém tdi Chi rbi lai bat trd ra, chiée ghe dai
nhu odn lai dudi ct d4dng ning né cia thian hinh né:

— Lam sao ngudi ta co thé sdng duoc nhu thé, khi ngudi ta
d3 gia mat réi?

Chi lap lai tirng tiéng:

— ... Ngudita vin sdng nhur thg, va ngudi ta s& con sdng nhu
thé...

Henrietta chot cudi khac I&n:

— Oh, oh, tao hiéu r6i. Tai vi & xii' may, nguadi ta ludn ludn
phdi mo tuong vé mdt twong lai tot dep hon chi gi? Con ¢ diy, &
trén ddt nudce gidu ¢d vdi mét nén van minh nhit thé gidinay thi
tui tao ddu cd can phai mo trdng gi tdi mét tuong lai nao khic nén
cling dau cin phai nga mii chao qua khi mot cach qué dncénlam
chi. Cai tinh thuong yéu ma tui may danh cho 6ng ba cha me, cho
the hé trudc chung qui chicé nghia la su biéndangdep dé cia long
thuong x6t vé sy nhoc nhdn ngheo d6i bénh tat chién tranh va
chim ti¢n ma doi ho 83 phai trdi qua théi....

Chi cam thdy rd hai md minh dang néng burng lén, con gidn
déang 12n nghen ¢d. Con gidn ma nang biét rang dn m4t mikc nao
46 thi mo ngdn ngF ctia nang sé khong 8t 48 némtrd lai Henrietta.
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Rat nhanh, Chi mudn bit cudi, d6ng thoi, ky quac thay, nang lai
thay thuong x6t cho Henrietta nhu chura bao gio thuong x4t né
d2n thé. Chua bao gic Henrietta hign ra du¢i méit nang vgiddy du
tinh chat My trong cudc sdng va cich nhin cubc ddi nhur thé. Gigng
Chi khan {ai, nang lua ting chif mot:

— Toi nghiégp may Henrie. Cach ly ludn clla may khong
nhifng toi tim ma lai con bdi bac nifa. Tao nhéc lai, 46 12 mdt sy
boi bac khi may néi rdng tui may khéng cin phdimo tdi mot tuwong
lai nao khéc nén ciing khdng cin phaingd mii chaoc qua khtt qud 4n
cin {am chi. KEA6 1a mot sy tdi tdim vi may khong hiu ring 481 vai
chiing tao, tinh yéu thurong danh cho cha me gia dat tréncén ban
thieng liéng clia huy#t thong, cda mot nén tang gia dinh nd rang
budc chit ché urng ngurdilai véinhau, nhu nhifng mat xich khong
r&i, tt lic sinh ra cho d€n khi chét di. Nhung nodi cho ciing, may
ciing khéng ¢6 161 gi ddu Henrie, vi cd mét xa hol ma maydisinhra
va lon 1&8n 43 duoc tap thanh nhu vay ma. Va dudng nhu 1a may
ciing khang djnh c6 con lam gi cho mét vi diu cho c6 nudi ni dén
mudi dira réi thi may ciing phai chét gia chét héo mot minh & day
nhur tat cA moi ngudidang & ddy ma thoi. O, Henrie, tuyi may dang
tim cdach x6a bd di cang nhiéu cang hay nhiing mén ng tinh thin,
nh&ng mdi diay rang budc doi trirde vai ddi sau. Ngudita ddy con
cai ra khéi nha rit s¢m, ndi a d€ ching tu 1am ra tién, tu hidu gi
trj cGaddng tien,tu rén luyén tinh thin doc lap. Ngudita ciing ddy
cha me vao Vién dudng lao rdt sdm, noéi 1a 48 ho duac cham séc
chu ddo, dugc sdngtrong moitrurong thich hap gifa nhing ngudi
d6ng tudi, duoc thoat khdi moi phién toai cua cude dai bon chen.
P4 13 mdt sur wman tra vé tink thdn va la su tir hidy vé xa héi, may c6
biét khong, Henrietta?

Chi thd ra rat dai nhu mét con ca bi ném ra khol mat nude.
Pung hon, nhu mot con ca song trong dong sdng bj cudn trdi ra
bin rong. V&icai ¥ tudng &6, nang cua quay trong chiéc gh nhu
bj ngdp thd vi nude man. Poi mat Henrietta md to nhin nang nhu
khong khép laiduac nia. Chinghi, mac nd, mac ndé. Noco man tra
hay tu hidy gi thi cling mic né. Pat cia né ddi cia nd, nd mudn
séng nhu thé nao thi mic nd. Ai bdo minh tréi dat d4én day lam gi.
Chi nhdm mdt lai, lang nghe caicam giac ndng A&m ciia nhitng dong
nudc mit chay vo vé xudng ma. Henrietta va Grace ciing im lang.
Chung quanh c& ba chi ¢o tieng hét déu dan cia ldo Monpavio
vong lai va tiéng kim d5ng ho treo trén tudng diém tirng tidng tich
t4c tich tAc. Tiéng chan cua wt than, Henrietta van goi thé, va Grace
stta 1a Tiéng thoi gian, 48 nghe cho rd 46 so. Mot lic Jau, Jau lm,
Henrictta buoc dén ngdi bén canh Chi, dit 1én tay nang:

— Tao xin 13i may, Chi. C6 ... Tao chura hiéu h&t nhiing di€u
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may nodi dau, né 1am tao mét tri ciing y nhu 1a khi may néi veé tui
cOng sdn & nudc may vay, nhung tao cdm thay 1a may ndiding va
sau nay tao s& hiéu nhieu hon. C6 I8 may noi cling dling nifa Grace,
nhiéu khi tao séng ma chdng nghigi cd. Taokho6ngmudnnghi, that
do, n6é lam mét o6c qua...

Chi quay lai nhin Henrietta, nhin Grace, nhin hai khutn mit
than thiét 83 chia chung v&i nang nh¥ng dém dai & ddy. Nhiéng
d2m dai rdt dai, nhi¥ng gid khic khi tdt cd moi ngudi, tdt cd cudc
d6i d&u nga kY thi nhiFng nang do trdng dién ré va cao cd nay &
day, &i qua nhifng con dau, nhin xudng nhng ndi budn dai, thim
thia ndi chét 1ang I8 vao tam hén, va rdi giy gb nhau, gidn hon
nhau, yéu mén nhau. Chi thdy minh mim cudi, cdm gidc ngdp thd
bién mat. Grace vuon vai diing day:

— Thoi tao di xudng phong Monpavio diy, d¢m nay ma nghe
lao hét thém nifa thi nhic ddu digén lén mi3t. May cé di vdi tao
khéng Chi?

— Chi nhin déng ho tay, lac dau:

— Théi, tao d¢i hai muoi phit nFa xudng ddy C ludn thé.
May coi lai s§ xem l4do c6 c¢on thudc khéng thi order them cho lo.

Grace v&i tay ldy chum chia khoa di vé phia tii thuéc, mé ngén
thudc cia 3o Monpavio ra réi quay lai

— Yeén tdm, 1d0 con 40 thudc udng cho d€n... sang nam...

Henrietta tiép luon:

— Chiso Ao khdng con sdng d8n sang ndm d€ ma udng thoi...

Grace nguyt Henrietta rd1 bo di vao Utility Room, mot latsau,
lai cO tieng nhing cai thermometerslao xao trong tay no. Grace cd
cdi tat tré con mot cich dang yéu la chuyén mon dung nhiFng cai
. thermometers thuy ngan @€ lay nhiét @5 bénh nhin. Khdng phai vi
loai nay chinh xac hon ma vi nd thich nghich véi hang chuc chiéc
thermometer vita dung trong ngay durgc ngam trong chigc khay
nhom d8 ngip ....... alcohol, nghe vui tai nhu tiéng nhi¥ng chidc
khanh reo ngoai vudn cay trong nhiing budi chidu diy gié, nd noi.
Va y nhu Chi dodn, trong virdn nha Grace ¢6 treo d&€n nam by
chidc khanh nghe lao xao riu rit ngay dém. Chi d3 cudi bdo nd,
may thit 12 mot em gai Hoa Ky ma tdm hdn diy tiéng chudng
khanh nh3 nhac Péng phuong, chic tao phdi tim cho may maot
chang boyfriend Vigt Nam, khdng thdi may lai ro1 vao mét tay mot
anh quan t¥ Tau nao 36 thi that udng.

Henrietta vin ng& bén canh Chi, dua diu vao thanh ghé,
nhdm diy néi vai theo Grace:

— E, may lam sao cho 130 cAm hong lai dwgc méi hay. Bing
khéng thi dirng biy dit ém ai, bay dat lvong tdm nghé nghiép, mét
cong 14m nghe.



Van Hoc 129

Grace khong noi gi nita, tiéng chian nd xa din. Mot lue sau,
lao Monpavio im bit, c6 18 Grace dang néi nang gi d6. Puoc mot
lat, 130 lai bat 12n ndi hang trang dai bdng ti€ng me dé. Thit tidng Y
¢6 toan vin O 0 cudiam phat ra tt cudng hongdac sét cia 1do nghé
khuc khiic khé chju nhu tigng mot con vet chiti boi khach qua
duong.

Monpavio Gustavo thud con tré ¢é 1€ cling noi chat it tiéng
Anh, nhung tir ngay ldo duoc dua vao diy thi sd luong Anh ngl
ma lao dung d2 ti€p xuc vdi loai ngudi gin nhu chi ¢cdn gom vén
ven vao haicau bt hi: “Number one” va “Number two”. Number
one cO nghia 12 130 mudn di tidu vd Number two khi lio mudn dai
tien. Di nhién ldo néi number one thudng xuygn honduthatralio
cling chdng cdn phai néi nang gi khi lam cai cong viéc d4, lai ciing
khong cdn phdi hét vang doi khip cing nhu thé. Bénthanh givong
lio lic nao clingduocmang sdn it nhat 12 mot cdi urinalngay trong
tim tay ldo d€ 1do co thé ding c4 nhidng lic cAn lAn nhing lic
khong cdn. Pdi vdi mot ngudi khiach la méi d&n thim vién thi
number one number two cé vé nhu 13 mét 18i d2m nhjp cho budi
tap thé duc hang ngay cho cac bénh nhian. LAungay réind ciing trd
thanh binh thudng va nham tai nhu vé sd diép khuc ky dj cta cac
bénh nhin khac 43 trd thanh binh thudéng vd nham tai vay, Mbi
ngudl mot cau rieng, mot cach la hét khac nhau, mét nguyén nhian
do tam 1y hay sinh 1¥ lang thim. M&i ngudi 1a mdt cau chuyén dai
budn rdu va nhigu chuyén dai budn riu sdng 14n nhau trong mat
khong gian, goiténla lén hang ngay tro thanh nh¥ng chuyén budn
cudi nhiing chuygn phat dién. Riéng vdi Monpavio thi chi khinao
digp khic cua [do duoc hét 1én vdi mdt giong hot hoang khdn cdp
lAm thi ngudi ta mdi chay d€n vi nhu thé ¢6 nghia 1a cai urinal 82
tudt khdi tay ldo, & cudi chan giudng hay roi dudi dat, ddu dé6.
Ciing c0 lic nguai ta nghe giong ldo gin nhu nghet tha, chay vao
thi thdy ldo dang Gp cai wrinal/ vao miéng ma hét nhu mdt dira tré
choi tro hét vao trong dng bo c6 ludn day d€ truyén tigng néi rén
rén cho mot dura tré khac ¢ ddugidy bén kia. TAm than kho dét cda
ldo nhu chim mat hdn gifa d8ng chan mén tran ngdp khéng d4p
chdn nhur vy thi 130 khéng chiu. Ca chiéc ddu lua thua vai sqi toe
xam cua l3o cling dugc trum quanh nim sudt thang bing mét
chiéc mii len khong ré ngay xua vdnid mau ndu, xanh dvong hay
xam. Ngoai trai thin duoc cdt bd tt hai nam trudc, ldo hiét hai
chin, lang tai va mu nén ct dong cua ddi ban tay treng d3i con
kho& manh cla {do rat chdm chap. Pung nhin ldo, ngudita sé co
cdm tudng s€ khong bao gid 130 rat xong d6i canh tay tu trong 16 p
chan ra ngoai hay tir ngoaitrd vao trongchin, Tuy vdy, moisusan
sé¢c mudn danh cho 130 phdiding lai & 46 vilao s€ ndigidn vdibit
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af ai tu tien mé Iop chan h6i nhu td ci cla 130 ra ma khong mat
khodng tt mudilam phit d€n nita tieng d€ xin phép va nin nllio
trnirére. VA nhur thé, thay givdng cho ldo hang ngay 1a cd mét cuc
hinh ma khong ai mudn lam. Mbi khi het Number one xong, {do
cAm lay cai wrinal, ludn vao dudi [6p chan, ré rAm rit than trong,
doan miéng 130 no6i: “Go”. Mt cdu Anh ngt nita, nhu thé khéng
ndi thi 130 sé khong go duoc vay. Xong xudi, vui vé 14m thi ldo
mang cai urinal trd lai vao thanh givdng, nhung hiém cé khi nao
lao chju t t& nhu thg, Thiréng thi fdo lai tir tir, than trong gio cai
binh qua khéi thanh givdng, déc miéng binh xudng, A3 ao hét
nudc ti€u xudng san nha. Tuy munhungliodd ritkhéo, khong dé
lai chit gi trong binh ciing khéng bao gid d€ roi mdt giot vao trong
chidn. Sau d0, ldo lai ti tir mang cai wurinaltrd lai vao thanh givrdng
d¢€ lai tigp tuc ting Ay diép khic va d6ng tac cii, khodng mudilam
phat sau. Do cai tat quai 4c 46 ma géc phong ldo nam givdng A,
sat cta ra vao, nhung khi phét gidc ra dugc cai tat bt tn tréi cho
v, ldo duoc chuyén vao ndm giwdng trong cung d€ nudce tiéulio
¢d 48 thi cting chi dong vao géc phong chik khong tran tré ra tu
ngoai cita. Ban ngay bon housekeepers phai lau phong ldo hang
chuc 14n nén khéng dita nao va ldo, va cang lau thi ngudi ta lai
cang thay ro rdng nudc gach d3 bj chét mau, khong thé nao danh
béng léndugcenta. Vigc ddu tign cia con Marita mdi 1dn phdi xach
d5 nghé vao lau goc phong kinh khigp cia Monpavio la dit dir d4u
cdy lau nha vao mit 1o, nguyén rua: “Qui b4t ldo di, 1o sdng lam
chi mai vay, coich lgi cho ai nfa dau...” BJam housekeppers, aides
va dam nha b€p phlnldn la din M€ vurot bign gidgisang day, lén lit
lam cho nay mét job, chd khac mdt job, dan 6ng trong ban thiu va
diF din, dan ba c6 cai thit nhan sic 16 16 say mé va chéng tan nhu
mot thit hoa nd mdt dém thi khong thidu gi ngén ngit tuc tdn d€ ndi
veé o Monpavio, néi riéng, cling nhu vé tdt ¢d moi cdu chuyén
khac xdy ra trong pham vi ca Nursing Home, néu khéng duogc
nhin dudi cai nhin ddi hdi kign thic téng hap cia v hoc, khoa hoc,
tdm Iy hoc va tinh nhan ban. Nhung r3t may, nhifng ngudi bénh
khdn kh8 & ddy, néichung, va lao Monpavio, néi rieng thi khong
nghe dugc nhifng cau chuyén tuc tdn van duoc néi, duge k€ hang
ngay trong gi¢ break, gi¢ lunch, & ngoai Employees Lounge, nén
ldo van tinh bo, vAn tiép tuc hét Number orne va van ti€p tuc 46
nudc tifu xudng san mdi ngay trung binh nam lin. Cudicing, bon
Marita phai tu an Qi 1a cling con may vi ldo chi d8 Number one chit
khong 48 Number two. Khang hi€u vi cai bed pan kénh cang qua
d31 voi ldo, 140 khong thé gio qua thanh girdng ma 48 duoc, hay
vi 130 ciing nhan thdy rdng d8 Number two xudng san nha thi that
do day qua. Cu nhu thg, ban ngay ti€ng 130 tuong ddi chim 14n
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gita moi tieng dong 6n ao khéac, nhung gifa d¢m khuya, khi ma
moi ti€ng ddng cla déi sdng tréd nénri rAim mo hd va nhing tiéng
dong khong hdn clia doi sdng ma ciing khang hdn cla cdi chét,

nhing tiéng rén la me sdng ddi vao tri o6c thdng hodc chiap chon
nhu nh¥ng con mo kinh dj thi nhifng tiéng hét 16ng 16ng cia ldo
Monpavio doi1 gifa nhiing day hanh lang hun hut nghe wira quai
d4n vira kho chju d&n ron ngudi. C6 ldn, trong mbt lic ban ron vi
nhigu case bénh ning don dap x4y ra, ti€ng hét clia 3o cit ién titc
khAc 1am Chi nghi téi cai mui nudce tiu ndng nac chat 1&én d€n tan
éc¢ cua goc phong ldo, nghi tdi nhifng c4i urinal mang thanh hang
dai bén thanh giuong 3o trong vira khoi hai vira tuc tAn nhu thach
45 long nhin nhuc clia con ngudi 4o tring.

Nang tu nhién thay gidn dif va kh8 sd dé¢n mudn lam bat cit
mdt dieu gi d6 d€ bét 130 phadi im migng, bat cir mot digu gi d6,
chidng han nhu chan mét chigc g&i 1&n mit ldo, chich cho 1o mdt
mili thudc d€ 1do khdng bao gid ¢ thé hét duogc nifa... Nhifng v
nghi vut qua diu Chitrong mdt chép mit 1am nang so hdidénlanh
120 ¢4 ngudi. Mot lGc sau 46, &8n gid phaicho ld0 udng thudce, Chi
budc vao phong ldo, nhin cai khuén mat khé dét chim khuit gita
I6p chin a3y bdng cai nhin s¢ hdi cia mdt k& pham tdi. Cai toi gigt
ngudi tu tuong, du 1a mot loai Mercy Killing ciing o lai trong diu
nhu mét vet den khong cach gi tdy xoa. Chi da day vo minh vE cai
vét den ma nangtu vé lén trongdau dy trong rdt nhiéu d2m dai. Chi
khé s vi 36 12 mét difu ma nang khong th€ nai vdi ai, k& cd vdi
Henrietta vd Grace. Nang cii tu hdi, ¢é khi ndo, cé6 mét gidy phit
nao chiing né cé nhi¥fng tr tuong trong tu nhu vay trong diu
khong? Chdng han nhu khi Henrietta, mét con nhd tao bao, hanh
dong trudc khi suy nghi, noi rat khe bén tai nang, tao thdy Gloria
dd gia qua gia qua rdi d€ phai sdng thém nita va mong thém nifa
nhitng gidc mong dep budn riu nhu viy.

Con Marta cé mét 1in ghé sat tai Monpavio hdi: “Hey,
Monpavio, con Number three 14 cdi gi vay?” Khong biét o co6 hidu
cau hdi hay khéng ma chi biét ring lao 16ng 16n 1én chiti ria bdng
tidng Y, hai tay ldo quo mua tir phia, 1do chii x8i x4 nhu nude
chidy, chidi dF déi d€n ndicudicung Marta hodng so chaylén bao
ring n6 16 dua lam Monpavio gian va biy gio khong bigt cach gi dé
lam ldo ngudi. Dang tic rdng Marta lai bao cdo véi mot co Y ta
trori ddnh nhu Henrietta, Henrietta cudi ha hd: “Coé gi dau, d€ mic
cho ldao chiti cho nd... nd phéi. May chicidncoi chirng ba Beth thoi
chit tao thi dé lAim. May khéng hdi ldo cdu d6 thi cling c6 lic s& ¢6
dia khac hoi. Tao hiéu ma...”

Grace ngoi bén canh nghe Henrietta, gio hét hai tay [én kéu
trdi, Henrietta quay lai:
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— May s 3o la 18i qua s& 1an ra ma ch@t mat hd? Ding cé
ngdc qua di. Coi, sudt ngay ldo ¢6 dugc nodinang gi dau ngodi mdy
cAil numbers do day cia ldo. Shift ban ngay tui né dau co thi gio dé
choc cho 3o n61d4u, ma tyi Therapist thiciing chju thua khong téi
gin ldo dugc. Chico tui minh 12 tuong d3i... hidu 130 thi cling nén
lam phudéc tap cho 130 ndi khéng thdi sé c¢d ngay ldo quén mit cd
tiéng Y Judn thi kh8. Lo c6 xudng dia nguc hay I2n thien dang thi
ciing phai biét né1 mot thu ti€ng gi ¢6 d8 ngudi ta con phan bigt
duoc qudc tich 1do chit.

Khong cdi lai duoc Henrietfta, Grace quay ra de doa:

— May ¢6 dam néi nhu vay trude mit ba Beth khong?

Henrietta nhiin vai bo di:

— B§ may cho la tao... ngu 14m sao!

B
¥ %

7

Ophﬁng 120, Marie va Edna dang bt dau chuong trinh cii
nhau hang démcua hai mu. Phdngay co6 ba ngudinhung Cecile coi
nhu khéng dang k& vi mu khdng gay ra phién ha ric rdi gi ngoai cai
tat ngh&u ngao hat va hat that 1on sudt cd ngay. Mdi sang sau khi
duoc danh ring nta mit thay qudn do réi thiy 1én xe lin, ddy ra
phong an chd bifa didm tam, my b4t ddu hat vang réncho d€nbifa
trira. Sau bifa trura, mu dugc ddy trd vé phong nglh mot gidc ngdn
cho d€n khoang 2 gid chiéu, réi tr dé mu lai tip tuc hat cho dén 9
gid toi la gio Jén grrdng ngli. Mu khéng nhiing duac goi la con
chim Son ca, ddi vdi Chi thi ddy 1a mot loai Son ca bj nhdt trong
16ng nhung vAn hot cho d&n khi nhd hét giot mau cudicing ra khoi
budng ph8i héo khé, mu con dugc goila ngudinhacsicd khd ning
sang tac nhanh nhat va khée nhat vi tdt cd moi 161 18 ngudi ta néi
vio tai my, chdng han: “Cecile, h6m qua mu ngu ngon khoéng?
hay: “Cecile, muy chua dn hét phin diém tdm ma!”... deéu dugc muy
lap tic 14p lai nguy@n van va phd thanh nhac véi 4m giai du duong
tram bdng. Nhung véi Marie va Edna thi cudc déi khong du
duong vdi didy nhac digu nhu thé. Haimu nay, ban ngayladoiban
kh4n khit nhdt d&i, c6 mat bén nhau ¢ bat cif mei noti, bat ci moj
lic, ngdi canh nhau trong phong an, d4y vé phongngl cling luc, tra
l2n givdong ngl cung gid. N2u & trong phong thi Marie bAm dén
litn tu bat tin, khéng phdi d€ 461 hoi didu gi cho mu ma 13 8 cho
Edna: “Edna né ciin thtm mdt ly sifa ni¥a”. “Thay ti thay vay cho
Edna di, né moitiéuudt h€tndarsido!” “Khong, khong duroc dut
thic in cho Edna nhu vay, né s€ mic nghen cho ma coi, phdi dut
ting mudng nhé thdi, va 4Gt vao bén mé trdi, vi cai rang ham bén
mit cia né dang dan.”... Marie khéng nhifng 12 ban, la chij, 1a ¢6



Van Hoc 133

gido, 1a me Edna ma mu con kiém ludn cd cong vieclam ludt su cho
Edna nita: “Con Step-daughter ciia Edna vira ban mat cai nha cda
chdng né d¢€ lai, con nhd 36 né khéng ¢d quyén gi vé cai nha 36 hét.
Théng cha Luat su lam au. Tao s8 goi luat su cua tao kign vu nay
cho n6...” .... Nhung d€n khi dém xudng, khi cd hai 43 dugcdem
ien girong ngd va bt diu thiu thiu ngd thi hai my bién thanh hai
mu hang xém khongth€ditrdichung. Edna ngti hay trd giic, hay
khéc ni non goi tén con gdi mu trong gidc ngl; “Victoria
Victoria...” va t&¢ hon nifa, my hay bdm den d€ hdi biy gid 1a miy
gio, bay gi¢ la ngay hay dém, bay gi¢ Victoria né ¢ diu... Marie
choang day hét len: “Con Victoria cia may nd dang ngi, nédang &
nha, n6 dang ¢ nha né, may imdi, im di, im miéng di... “Cud nhu thé
khoang muai lam phit thi cdu trd 101 cda Marie s& la: “Con
Victoria khé&n ki¢p né ch@t rbi, nd chét lau rdi... “Edna titc khic
gao l1én 4m i va Marie thi tigp tuc hét vdi cai giong the thé clia muy,
im di, im &i, im migng di... Ctt nhu the hai mu kéo dai cho d€n khi
nao mot trong hai mét ngh ljm di thi trdn chién dugc coi nhu tam
chdm dirt d€ lai b4t ddu bing mdt budi sang ngay mai thim thiét
tinh chj em. Henrietta thi cuc chdng d3 mdi chju budc chin vao
phong nay, né luén miéng lap dilap lai, mai mdt tao ldy chdng ma
mu me ch8ng tao co6 cai giong the thé nhuer Marie thi tao theé sé chi
ndi vdi mu hai ciu trong d¢i: Hi va Bye!

Trong thay Chi buoc vio, Marie vo lay:

- Chi Chi, tao phdi duoc d8i qua phong khdc méidugc. Tao
khong thé ndm thém & cdi phong nay véi Edna thém mot dém nao
nifa. Né lam tao dién mét... Chi...

Chi véi tay tit ngon den diu givdng soi choéi chang trén séng
mii khodm va nhi¥ng nép nhdn nhu nhing lugn sébng nhap nhd
trén tran Marie:

— Sao mu khong 14t dendi. D€ thé ndy chdng trach mu khong
ngl dugc. DEi di phong khac thi rdi mu cling lai doi d8i trd veé vi
mu nhd Edna, mu lo khdng cé ai khuyén Idn nhdc nhd Edna. My
cit 381 di d8i vé nhu viy may lin rdi nhé khong?

Marie nhom day:

— Tao theé l&n nay tao s& khéng d06i trd vé nifa. Tao chan no
1Am réi, tao chan cai con Victoria khdn ki€p ndo d6 ctta né 1&m rdi.

Chi bat cuoni:

— T&t hon 1a mu nén &€ cho Edna rén ri mét chut r&i mu sé
ngt lai ngay. Neu muy gdy g thi Edna ciing s& thirc ma giy véi muy
sudt dém. Cu nhu vay hoai thi cd hai ciing mét. Va mu thi s¢ khong
duac d81 phong nifa ddu, cling s& khong ¢ thudc ngi hang dém
nia ddu, To1 lap lai, khong ddu.
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Marie tiu nghiu nhu dita tré khong voi duoc qua. Biet la
khong thay ddi gi dugc, mu quay ra y&u sach:

— Tao mudn udng mot Iy sifa. Tao khat qua. Mot ly nhd nifa
thdi, va tao cdn them mot tam chan na, mot tam chan mang thoéi.
Pém nay trai lanh qua Chi, Chicoi kia, may lam on kéo man cda
s8 lai h&ét cho tao nghe. Tao khéng chiudugccaithdt anh trang nay
dau. NoO lanb tgi tdn xuong tao, t0i 6c tao...

— Man d3 kéo kin h&t r8i Marie. Mu thd quay mét vao trong
di. Pung nghi tdi tring, cling ding nghitdi Edna nifa, nao démdi.
Maot, hai, ba. Marie, Marettie. Mot hai ba. Marie, Marettie..,

Marie 43 quay mat vae trong, bat lén cudi; tiéng cudi Up
trong goi chan b&tcaiam the thé cia mu bign thinh dé thuong nhu
titng curdiclia mot cd bé ngd mo. Mu thi thao noi tiep trong chidc
gdi trong khi Chi rén rén buoc ra:

— Sao ¢d lac may hién cé luc may di. Co hic may thuongtao
ciing ¢6 liic may ghet tao... Cht Chi... Nhung luc nao tao ciing
thirong may hét vi may lo cho tao, may ndéi chuyén vdi tao nhiéu
hon 1a con chau tao ndi chuyén vai tao. C6 nhiéu dém thitc day
bam dén chi thay may tao budén qua. Tui né bo tao het réi Chi
Chi;

*
* Xk

Ben canh phong Marie va Edna 1a mot cap het suic turong
xing khac, Tinh chdt twrong xiing thoat ddu dugc x€p trén tinh
ngoan dao cla ca hai mu, Madalena va Pamela. Hai mu duoc xép
cling phong va cling ra sifc trang hoang bay bién gdc td ddu givong
clUa minh d& noi 18n niém tin tudng veé su ciru rdi cua ton gido. Vi
cung tham lam trong viéc bay to niém tin 2y va ciling khong thdng
nhit vdi nhau vé mdt gidi han t8i thitu d€ gif cho can phong mot
vé hoa hop nhin trén phuong dién tham my nén ket qud [a can
phong hai mu c6 mot vé bé bon kho tho véi tranh dnh tuong Pic
Me, Chiia Hai Dong, Thién thdn, kinh thanh trang hat va vong
hoa. Thém viao d4, Madalena xép bén canh giudng mu ba chiéc
ghé. trén ba chiéc gh€ 4y duoc chit khin trdi givrdng, khan mat va
khian tdm da dung cho mu trong vong métthang. Khongcothé luc
nao trén doi cé kha nang dep bo cia mu ddong khidn dy di, va ciling
khdng ai ¢o thé lén cat dep bdt di cia mu, du chi mt chigc khan
mat nhd dwrac thit cdt gidu di vao ban dém. My dém di dem lai
ddng khan 2y hang dém, sau gid cdu kinh vao luc hai gio khuya cta
mu. Mdingay, sau khi phaidungdi mot bd trai givdong, mot chiee
khian nhd, mu bam dén doi cho duoc mot bd khan khac mang td,
gidng nhu bat cir mat ké dau co bién 1dn nao trén cdi doi, luc nao
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cling nom n&p lo sg ddng cla cdi cua minh sé hao hut mat mat di.
Ngoai céi tat hoi phién ha dd, n6i chung Madalena la m$t mu gia
vui tinh, dé thuong va Chi thich néi chuyén véi mu hing dém, sau
gio kinh nguyén bat di bat djch va lic hai gid khuya. My Madalena
noi rat quan trong trong khi Chi chl diia va my khong hidu ¥ nghia
cidch dua cua nang nhung ca hai vin néichuyén vdinhau hing dém
va néu d8m nao Chi tdi tré, mu thic doi nang, bam d&n goi cho
dugc Chi 161 8 1ai ndi vgi Chi nkng 4y ciu, ting 4y ch va 4€ Chi
cugl x0a chic my ngu lai cho ngon:

— May 6t ldm, ngoan ldm, Chi, Good girl. Tao dd cdu
nguyén va sé tiép tuc cdu nguyén mai cho may. Chung ta sé gdp
nhau o trén thién dang.

— Cam on Madalena, nhirng t6i moi vira & dja nguc trén ra
day ma.

— Pung 6 dua, dia nguc nhw thé nao, ké tao nghe coi.

— Khéng diroe dédu, 161 ma ké ra thi mu so chét mdt. Théi 16t
hon hét 1a myu ding biéy vi mu ciing sé khéng bao gio ¢6 djp xuéng
do dau.

— T6i nghiép Chi nhd bé. Tao sé cdu nguyén cho may lén
nuoc thién dang.

—— Cém on mu ldn miFa, nhueng thién dang cia mu mau gi moi
duoce. Po hay xanh?

— Oh, Tao... tao khéng biét miza. Co 18 la nhiéu mdu ldm...

— OK, mau gi ciing dwoc hét, chi riéng c6 mdu dé la 16i ché
nghe. Té6i biét ré thién duwong dé ldm rdi...

M#t mu md to ngo ngac nhin Chi. Thoat ddu thi muy con hdi
¢® cho bing duoc nhung sau nay thi ci néi 88n ddy la Chilai cudi
ngit nghto, 2n ddu my nim xudng:

— Nhirng ma théi, chuyén 46 dai ldm, k& d€n hang ngan dém
cling khong hét dau. My di ngt di 1a hon. Goodnight...

Bén canh giuong Madalena, Pamela nim ngia, hai chan co
lai chdng trén ngm, hai tay chdp trirdc nguc véi chudi trang hat,
mu ngu say sua. Kidu ngoan dao cia mu khdng én ao vdinhiing
bai kinh nguyén mta khuya nhu Madalena nhung giy phién toai
cho ngudi chung quanh hon. Cudn Tan ude va xiu chudi hat
khong lac nao roi tay, ban ngay ¢ trén xe lin, ban dém & trén
giudng, mot tay mu lin chubi, mdttay gid tung trang sach, mu doc
ri rim nhiing héikinh bing cai giong déu déudeéu déu. Lic nao tim
duoc ngudinghe my noéi, mu nhanh nhen khodc trang hat vao ¢d,
canh tay dang rong, ban tay ngia len tréi. Mu noi vé cudc dai, su
hi sinh va nhiing phép la ctia Chtia. Du ngudi nghe mu khdéng td ¢
phin ddi hoac nghi ngd gi, thinh thodng mu vin ngung lai, mo
cudn Tan udc ma mu ndi la mu 82 git 1 30 ndm qua, lat d&n dung
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mdt trang nao d6. R6icédp kinh tré xudng mii, mu bitdiudoc, my
doc cho dén lac chot nhdn ra rdng mu gid ngéi nghe mu nodi, nan
nhan clia mu d3 ngl g3 ngd gat hay di ldng ling ddy xe bd di noi
khéc tur bao gi¢. Thudng thi nhifng bai thuyét gidng clia mu bj
chdm dirt mét cach khong 1dy gi 1am khich 1@ nhu €hE, va thuong
thi my lai nhlin vai, hai cdnh tay mé rong, lac diu nhu tdi nghiép
cho nhi¥ng tdm hoén chua tim thay sy citu rdi, rbi ldng ling ddy xe
trd vé phong. Khong hi€u sao Chi cir cdm thdy trong cai kiéu
thuy?t gidng cia mu c6 mdt vé gi hét sikc gid trd va nang khéngdua
duroc véi mu nhu da voi Madalena va nhifng bai kinh nguyén 8n
ao cta mu. Pam ¢é cai dang ndm ngu khéng may dep d&, my ludn
luén ndm thing, hai chan co lai chdng trén ném dang rong thanh
mot goc khoang 120 30, ¢6 khi rong hon nifa. Cai kieundm chong
chidn nhur thé cling vdi tdm chidn phd tram 1én tao thinh mot vom
chdn gdi kénh cang lam cho givrdng mu ¢ nao citng co6 cai vé bé
bon khéc hdn véi vé phing phiv ngdn ndp vAn thuong gin git &
moi girdng bgnh khdc. Henrietta goi ki€u ndm cla muy la kiéu
Weoman at birth va no thach Grace tim ra duoc cai tén ndo thanh
tao, chinh xac va goi hinh hon. Di nhién 1a Grace chju thua. Chi
nghi gia Henrietta la ngudi Viét va sinh dung chif Han Viét chic
chi&n noé s& ddi tén kiéu nim ctia mu Pam thanh kiéu “/ém bon”,
nghe vin chinh xac nhu thudng ma lai céd thira thanh tao. Cho deén
mét dém kia, nhu thuong 18, con Elsa gio chan mu ra d€ xép hai
chan mu lai cho xu6i, hodng hét thiy mu cAm citng mot vat gi do
d3i duoc thoc sdu vao cia minh, nét mat ngua meé tran tré hoan lac.
Elsa cAm dau cAm ¢G chay 1&n Nurse's Station bao c4o. Phéicé Chi
va Grace dirng hait bén givdng gitf chatchantay mu, Henrietta mai
rut drrge vat ay ra khéimu va ngudita nhinra dugcdo la mét digu
xi ga. Pam la hét vung viy dién cuéng nhir mdt con tha di¥, khéng
phdi vidauma vi hd then qué hod thanh gidn did. Bdy gid sang ngay
hom sau, Shift budi sang vira vao, cau chuyén didu xi ga cia mu
Pam da duoc truyén di nhanh nhu dign gidt. Nguyén mot ving
Nurse’s Station toan dan ba con géi riic rich nhitng tigng kéu troi,
nhifng tigng cudi ha hd cudi ric rich cudi ngat nghéo cudi dd mat
tia tai. Ba Margaret c6 I8 cling 44 cd gidu tia cudisau cdp kinh day
cOm, dap tay xudng mat ban, di thdng vao van dé trich nhiém:
“Céc ¢b nao trire phong do6 sang va chiéu hém qua? Taisao Pam lai
¢ duoc didu xi ga? Tai sao?” Pam con gaithoit mdt cai ngirng bat
h&t titng cudi, 1dng di hét, ra cai diéu ban rén moi ngurdi mot viec.
Henrietta sau khi bim thé ra v& sd¢m hon thudng 1€, cdn cd némlai
duoc mot cau: “To61 khdong ¢6 hut xi ga, Maggie. Co Chua ching
giam.” Phai vai ngay sau, khi dugc than nhan Pamela xac nhén,
ngurdita moi bidt rdng chinh 6ng con trai cua mu d4 vao thimvao
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budi chiéu hém trudc 36, hdm sinh nhat mu va d€ lai didu xi ga vi
mu nan ni ring mu thich ngtti cai mui thom dé chju ctia loai xi ga
ngay xua chong muy hay hat. Mu hiuta di hifa lai véingudicon trai
ring mu s& chicdm ngttichoithsi chi khdng 83t hit, Lai mdtlin
nifa, Henrietta ndi vdi Chi va Grace ring tt nay nd d8i tén kidu
ndm cla my Pam thanh kidu “Xi ga”, Ang Grace va Chi s€ khong
th& phan d3di gi duoc ca vi khdng ai c6 thé phi nhian dugc cai mui
thom nhe nhang lich sy va d4t tién cda xi ga. Trong vong hai tuiin
|& sau &6, Pamela & trong tinh trang gidn dd kich ddng chuvabao
gio xdy ra trong sudt thdi gian ba nim qua cia mu ¢ ddy. Hinh
nhur mu phin nd vdi ca cudc ddi vi ddi 83 kham pha ra cai trd
khoai lac cudi ddi cia mu. Sau d6 thi muy rit sidu vao trong goc
phong ¢6 tranh dnh twrong, quyén Tan Udc, chudi hat va nhiing
bai kinh nguyén rdm ri cia mu. Rigng nhing bai thuyét gidng ldn
tidng véi moi ngudi chung quanh thi n 86 khong bao gid con xdy
ra nia.

Dé&i dién voi phong Pamela 1a phong Ophelia va Oberg, Chi
thich goi tén Ophelia Ophelia. C4i t&én nghe c¢8 kinh, dep va bubn
nhu t2n mot nhéin vt kich Shakespeare. Lin d3u tién nghe Chindi
nhu thé, Ophelia nrng rung nude mit cim tay Chi néi: “Cadm on
Chi, lau 14m r6i, k& 1 ndm chdng tao chét di, khéng cdn ai ndi vdi
tao nhiFng didu tuong tu nhu thé ¢d. Chi¥ nghia mdi ngay noé cling
mét thay d8i di, & thdi nay, khong cdn ai dat tén con gdi nhu thé
nia...” Tuy khdng c6 cdi vé dep trAm tu cita de Beauvoir nhu
Katrina nhung Ophelia mdi chinb ]a ngudi ¢6 nhitng hoat ddng
tinh thin phong phii nhat. Mu la médt trong nhi¥ng bénh nhan con
tinh tdo va tri thic nhdt. Sach vé tap chi chdt diy trén ti mu.
Nhifng cudn sich, nhiftng cudn mau théu, sich day méc Crochet,
day ndu in, nhifng cudn album va cd nhiing cudn sd chi tidu ti€n
cho, tién dién nudc... tdt ca déu gid hon Chi hang chuc nam tudi,
déu xa la, xira cii, vang Ga v méng manh co hd nhu s tan mit
thanh bui bat cif 1tc ndo, Puagc hdi rdng qud that sach va thicling
nén gid nhung s8 chi tiéu thi con giF 1am gi, mu trdn trdi nhin
ngu i hdi tua nhu ké dy vira héi mdt didu ngu xudn nhit doi rdi
lAng lang 16i mdt trong nhi¥ng cudn s8 dy ra, It gid d8n mdt trang
nao 46, di sat tdn mat k& ngu xuidn: “... Ngay - thang - nam - mét
hép keo chanh 75 xu. Pua Tommy di hoc ldn ddu... Ngay- thang -
ndam - Billy guén trd tién nudc. Cup nuoc ndéangay. Ca nha phdi
an tiém. 8347 xu... Ngay - thdng - ndm - Bo quén hgp xa béng 20 Ibs
o tiém gidt. Quén luon cdy dia moi mua 3828 xu. Tro lgi tim khong
thdy. Billy néi minh ngdc. Cai nhau.... Ngay - thing - ndm - Billy
nhdt héi tién 16 trong vi minh, néi dé mua thudc la. Budichiéu Kim
dién thoai néi Billy mua cho con Sue mét béng hong. Cai nhau...
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Ngoai ra, mu con gitF ke k& bén minh mét chic vi da lén va Juén
luén mang né theo mdi khi budc chan ra khéi phong, gidong nhu
bat cir ngudi dan ba lich su nao trén ¢6i doi ludn ludn budc ra
dudng vdi chiée vi nhd trong tay. Chi khdc la trong chigc vi cia mu
khdng co6 gidy té tuy than ciing khéng cé tién bac ma chicd nhirng
ciy son cut diu, nhng cdy bt chi ké mat gdy, nhifnglonudchoa
can kho va vo s6 thir gidy t& linh kinh, coupon, bill, thi¢gp Gidng
sinh, Sinh nhit... lan gi%a nhifng manh gidy viét khody ctia chéng
mu, mdt 6ng Billy qua ¢d ndo d6 33 bé mu ma di td murdi may ndm
xua. B&n canh chigc vi gia bdo va dam sach bdo ma Ophelia néi
ring mu s€ gitF cho d&n chét, mu con gitf duoc mot thbi quen rat dé
thurong va rat tri thitc khac. My vigt nhat ky, Ophelia ¢cé mot
quyén s8 day cém rach mudp ma trong d6 mu ghi lai tdt ca nhiing
dieu, nhifng sinh hoat xdy ra hang ngay. Ngudi ta c6 thé rit dé
hinh dung ra duoc ring d6 14 mdt quyén nhat k§ rat dang chan vi
tit cd nhing diéu duoc ghi lai 12 nhi¥Fng diéu goi tron gita bon
vong tudng tréng, troi di theo mot thdi khéa bidu bat di bat dich
sing trua chidu tdingdy dém. Ci nhiFag conbudnriuchd dagi thao
thitc cling troi di nhu the. Ling ling khong ngay thang khéng thit
bay chii nhat thit hai thi ba, ngay nao ciing giong nhu nhau cling
tiep ti€p khong ré rét vi ciing dai hai muoi bdn tidng...; ... Ngay
thang ndm... Diém tam cd6 tra, sita, nudc cam, tring va mgr miéng
banh mi. Budi trira nuece cam, tra, sup, mét miéng thit chién. Buoi
16i chdc cling sé khﬁng khac ngay hém qua. Mong rdng ho sé don
mot thik gi d6 dé nudt, mot thit gi do khéng kho nhai qua... Ngay
thang ndm... Tommy va Elfiot néi sé dén ddy trucc bita an t6i.

Mong rdng chung no sé dén s¢m. Me mong cac con. Cdunguyén
cho cac con. Co 8... minh mubn ¢6 mét chiéc guong nho dé trong
vi, mét déi giay khac, hai déigiay nay ci qud roi... Minh con mudn
gi nifa khéng... ¢6 thé... thudc ld chdng?... Néu chung né khong
cdm minh... Ngay thang nam... Tommy va Elliot 4G khéng 161 161
hém qua. Co chuyén gi khéng? Hom nay chung sé 1di khong? Hay
11, hdy toi Tommy. Mg cdn con biét bao... Ngay thang nam... mon
thit cuou t8i nay kho nuét qua. Minh dd an cd trai tdo cua minh ldn
trai tdo cita Oberg. H6m nay hinh nhu lanh hon hém qua vai do.
Chde chdn minh sé noi Tommy mua cho minh mét déi giay maoi...
T8i mai chdc né phdi tdi....

Ophelia cao 5 ft 8, dang gdy va lurng rat thdng. Chiing bénh
Osteoporosis hanh ha va 1am c¢dng lung mot phan ba bénh nhan
phu n& & day khong dnhhudng chit nao d&n my. Mai t6i my va
Gloria thuong ngdi canh nhau & TV Room, bam hét tu dai nay
sang dai khac nhung cit 48n khodng 11 gid 30, khi mu vira chan
phéin tin tic hang ngay ¢ cac daiva Gloriaciing vita cdi xudng ngt
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guc, Ophelia bd diing day, mét tay kep chic chigc vi dudi nach,
mot tay vin vao tudng,dilin An tingbudcmdt trd vé phong... Cd
bj tréu choc vi nhi¥ng thi dung trong vi, Ophelia riu rdu néi mét
théi mdt hoi:

— Tao khdng ¢b tién d4u. T ddy ngudita khéng c6 tién déu
ma chi coé thi gio théi. Ma thi gio thi bi€t 1am gi cho hét nén tao cit
bdt vao trong vi nay vay. Cac cd c6 cin thi cit d€n 13y ma ding di,
dung h&t &i kéo khong kip hdi tiéc. Nao lai day, lai d4y, ta cho
Grace thém thi gid 48 yéu, Henrietta them thi gid d€ ca hat, Chi
thém thi gio @& thuong nhd vé dat nude xa xam cda nd... Nao lai
diy... Tat cd cac ¢b gai non tré kia lai ddy..

V&i cai dang cao gy, tAm lung thon thdng trong nhi¥ng chigc
ao ngu hoa dai ludt thudt, nhin tu phia sau fung tréng Ophelia
cling con cai vé dep cia mot thidu phu con xuan vdi chige vi da
dung thdi gian va nhiing trang nhat k¥ nhu mdt nhan vat vira
budc ra ti nhiing v& kich Shakespeare dy dd phai séng chung tt
nam nim qua vdi Oberg. Thit ra Oberg nim nay 79 tudi, tré hon
Ophelia nhung vao day tir trudc Ophelia va bénh hoan hon
Ophelia. Mu gidng Sylvia & chifc bung vidainhungtrong mu ning
né hon cd Sylvia vi mu thap ngudi hon. Va, cling nhu Sylvia, phai
c6 it nhat hai ngudi mdi tréd minhduwoccho mu & trén givdng va it
nhat ba ngudidé dem mu t¥ givdngra xe lin hodc ti xe l[an trd ve.
T dao Giang sinh, khéng biét c6 ai 46 dem cho my mét con bup
bé vA muy om rit né bén ngudi, dem theo nd vao phong tim, phong
an, 6m nd l1én givdong ngi. D6 1a mat con blip bé ma moi ngudideu
xac dinh 14 con gai vi mai té6c bach kim dai éng a va chiéc vay 83m
mau hong ctia nd, nhung Oberg thi cé 18 vi nghe Ophelia nhic mii
d¢n 6ng con trai Tommy nén nhdt myc goi con bup bé 1a Tommy.
N6 1a Tommy cta tao. Tommy nhu thé sém trd thanh mot con bip
bé bat hanh. Chitrong mat thadi gian ngén ngii, mai téc bach him
cda né bien thanh vang xin t3 toi, chiéc vay d&m hdng thi vi phdi
theo Oberg vao phong tim qua nhiéu nén cudi cing dvoc bon
Aides cdiludn ra cho tign vigc. Chidc migng hdngnhd vdicip rdng
ctta xinh x4n thi vi dugc Oberg @1t cho 4n mdi ngdy ba 1in nén
khong lic nao duoc sach sg, cereals kho dinh lem ludc trén tdc trén
ma, vudng méc vio trong k& ring hdc migng nd. Budi tdi, khi lau
rita cho Oberg 48 dua mu lén givdng ngl, ngudi ta ciing phéilau
rita ludn cho Tommy. Oberg xoay ngudindm nghiéng é6mcungldy
con bap bé nhd bé, vach nheét chiéc vii nhin nheo khé quit vao
miéng no, bu di bu di b dicon... Khdng thdy con bip bé phaning
gi, mot 14c sau, muy d8i chigc vio khdc vao migng nd, ti€p tuc cAuru
oi hoi, b &1 b di bl di con... Oberg cho con bup bé bt nhu thé
khodng t¢ hai muoi phut d&&n nia tiéng thi nga thiégp di. Con
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Tommy ndm bgp di dudi bung muy. Mot tay mu vAn chan ngang
ngudi nd, tay kia mu bd ngoit vé phia sau, ngdén tay trd thoc vao
hau moén, Cu mdbi hai tieng d6ng ho thi nguai ta tré minh cho mu
mét ldn va mu clingd8ingéntaytrdtrongddng tac Ay mot lin. Két
qua la gdn nhu sang ndo hai ngén tay trd mu va midt mii con
Tommy ciing dinh it nhiéu phan. Nhiing bign phép ngin ngita nhur
chan tay muy xudngdudichan hay mang bao tay cho mu déu khéng
mang lai k&t qua gi. Chi c6 cach cdt ¢8 tay mu vaothanhgiudngla
trong ddi c6 k&t quad nhung lai khéng ¢é ai né ¢dt tay mu hang
d&ém va cling khoéng ¢6 ai ¢6 41 kien nhdin 42 cot di c6t lai mbi hai
tiéng ddng hd nhu thé. Sitc ning qua mic trung binh va nhi¥ngd3u
ngon tay vay phian tdn cong tdm rita cia Oberg bign mu thanh mot
trong nh\¥ng assignment nang né ma sadng nao caccd Aides ciing ty
hiém nhau @8 khdi phai nhén ldnh, va khong ai trong nhifng hic
phailau rita hai ddu ngdn tay vay phan 8y cia mu ma khéng kém
theo it nhiéu day nghién dan vit. Oberg ldng ling d6n nhan nhing
I6i day nghi€ndin viat 3y bidng d6i con mit 1é d¢ v cdm, chidccdm
I m chom rdu va chiéc migng ha hdc hit thd tirng con nhu phan
trin ai odn. Nhin mu ngudi ta rat d€ dang nhin ra tinh chit tuong
d6ng giffa nhi¥ng tré so sinh va nhing ngudi rat gid nua ma sinh
hoat hang ngay gidi han trong nhu cdu vAn dung nh{¥ng kha ning
binh thudng bdng nam giac quan, an ngi di duing khéc cudi hit
tho. Tat cd c6 vé nhu la mdt cai co dé cho doi thoi gian tréi qua.

C6 mot lan, con bup bé Tommy trdn trudng cia muroitir trén
xe lan xudng d4t dung luc Marita d3y chigc x6 lau nha diy nudc di
tdi. Con biip be bj cin dep ddu. Chigc ddu caosuchitrongchdclat
lai tron xoe nhur cii nhung Oberg 6m I3y con biip bé ma khéc 16¢
tham thiét, Tommy Tommy con oi1. Ti€ng khoc ciing k& 12 ai oan
nhu tigng khoc bj tinh phu cda Katrina. Hon thé mfa, mu d3y con
biup bé 1én Nurse's Station d0i bang bé cho bdng duocchidc diuva
d061i kham bénh chich thudc cho n6. Ba Margaret bd cong ngbi bén
mu khoang nita gic, gidi thich cho mu hi€u rdngcon Tommy chila
mdt con blp bé bing nhua, ring chic ddu n6 43 lanh lan nhu ci
khong cdn thudc men gi hdt. Vo ich. Mu cit khéc 16¢ nl non nhu
dam nhu chich vao tai titng ngudi. Cudicung ba Margaret danh
phai lam ngo 42 cho mdt ¢6 Y ta nao dé quan vao d4u con bip bé
may vong bang tridng kin mit va chich vao tay né miy ¢¢ nudc ¢é
mu im mi¢ng. Nhd chiéc dau bang b6 8y ma mu khong dem con
bup be vao phongtdmtrong khodng mdt tudn 1&. Sautuinlédy mu
dem no tro 1€n, doi g& bang va kham bénh lai. Margaret thi cit lic
di lac lai mai chidc ddu d3 xU toc cda ba ta...” Changta ¢6 bdn phin
phai dua bénh nhan trd vé trang thai binh thudng bing cach giai
thich cho ho hiéu, bdng dinh nghia binh thudng va vdi 1y i€ don
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gian... Ching ta da khong lam dugc nhu th€ ma phdi nghe theo
mu, quin bang vao diu con bup bé thi that khoi hai. Thatla khéi
hai,..”

Cin phong cudi cung, ¢dn phong ndm xa tit tdn cifa sau va it
cin t&isu cham soc nhit 1 phong clia mu Rose. N8u ¢o lic ngudi
ta dat t&n b@nh nhan theo motsd ca tinh hay bénh trang riéng clia
tirng ngudi nhu ngudi ndy dién nhat, ngudi kia khd chju nhat,
ngudi no i nghiép nhat thi Rose dugc coi la bgnh nhén hanh
phitc nhit, Mu c6 hai dita chdu nhé. Khdng phdichau ma la chit
mdi ding. Hai dira bé mot trai mdt gai khodng ndm, sau tudi mbi
tuin duoc me ching va ba ngoai chiing didn vao thim Rose mot
lin. Nhifng gio thim ngdn ngli cua hai dita bé lamcan phong tran
ngip nhiing tiéng cudi don tan, nhing cdu chuyén ngdy tho va
nhing tiéng hat non turoi bay cao viit nhu tiéng chim hot. Ngoai
am thanh, ching con mang theo ¢ mét biu trédi mau slc vdi
nhiEng chiéc bong béng hinh trdi tim xanh 44 trdng vang, nhing
bitc tranh v& trong 1&p hoc hoa hinh ngudi mat mii tron xoe, ciu
v&ng bay mau, chim chéc thi vat bigt néi va hoa la cay cd bigt bay.
Chi yéu thich nhat nhing ciu tho nhd vigt badng but chi dé nhu:
Roses are Red. Violets are Blue. Sugar is Sweet. And so are You.
Rose sung sudng thiy Chi duing nhin ngdm nhifng bai tho va
nhi¥ng bitc vé tré con dy. Mu dui vao tay Chi nhifng vién k¢o ciing
tron to xanh 46 tim vang ma mu d& danh rieng cho haidiabé... An
di dn &i Chi... Nguoi ta chi ¢6 th& ngdm nh&ng chigc keo nay khi
nguoira con tré trung ma théi. Chi bdt ddc di bd nhiFng vién keo
vao tai 48 r8i khodng mudi lam hai muoi phit sau, cin tim kiém
mot vat gi 46 trong tui, chgt 18i ra nhdng vién keo, nhin ngdm céi
mau sic tuoi tAn tron trja ciia chung ma nghi dén Rose. Mu néi
dung, Rose, nguoi ta chico thé ngam nhing vién keo nay khilong
ngudi ta con tré trung thoi.

Piu Rose rung tro khéng con mét sgi tdc nao. Ban ngay my
luén luén d6i mot mai téc gid mau hung di€mté theém bidng nhi¥ng
chiéc kep cung mau v&i mau ao mic hang ngay. Ban dém mai toc
gid 4y dugc treo cin than 1&én mdt chidc moc ngay tréndidu givdng,
& mét chd viva tim tay € mu cé th€ vdildy ma ddi mot minh tu
sang som, khong d€ bdt cit ai tréng thdy muy trong chidc diu troc
kho. Lin diu tién budc chian vao phong Rose, Chi 43 ron nguoi
budc thao lui vi mai téc gia treo ldng lo trén tuong: trong bong
dem mo tréng y hét nhu mot chi€e dau ldu ldng lAng. Cdicdm giac
ron nguoi mudn thao lui d3 duoc dep bd ngay nhung cdi cdm
twdng mai toc gid gidng y nhu chidgcddulaulingldng thikhéngkhi
nao budng tha Chi. Va ciing vi khong c6 téc nén Rose rdt yéu qui
mai tdc dendiydai mugt cha Chi. Dilam ban d&m, ludicudn chdi.
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lai cang khong thg xda toc ludt thudt, Chi ludn ludn bii toc Ién
thanh mot bui lon sau gay. Rose thichidaidip kéo Chingdi xudng
girdng, X0 tung mai tdc nang ra, ning niu nhifng luon téc den dai
trong tay, miéng thi thim: ngay xua tdc tao ciing dai nhu th€ nay,
muqQt nhu the nay, 6ng d nhu the nay... Théi bay gio tui con gai
khéng cé dita ndo chiu nudi téc dai nita... Chicd gitt 1dy mai toc
nay nghe Chi nghe Chi...

Tuy yéu meén Rose, tuy hiéu rdng tdt cd moi ngudi, k& ca
ngu&i duoc goi la hanh phic nhat & day nhu Rose déu coitnhatla
mot diéu thidu sét cin duacbludip, tuy hidu thim thia cdi miccam
ca mai ddu soi tro che ddy tt ndm ndy sang ndm khac bing md
toc gid, Chi vAn khdng th€ nao chju dugc cdm giac ban tay mu vudt
ve trén toc nang. Song lung Chicit ron 1En titng con m8ikhi nhi¥Fng
ngon tay mu ldn sau trong gay. Cai cdm gidc vita gheé so vira budn
rau vita thuong hai trén 14n vao nhau gitt Chi ngdi im lang bén
givdng my hang dém. Cudi cing Chi phdi bd ra mudi lam phut
moi toi trirde khi di 1am d2€ thit bim chit md tdc lai trude khi bui
cao len roOi gai them bidng mot chiéc trdim bac cham tr8 mua & phd
Tau. Cai bui téc kiéu cach cong thém hai lon tée mai buéng loi bén
tai lam thanh mot kiéu lam dang doc ddo va kiéu sa khién mu Rose
khéng ¢é can dam xin x8 toc Chi ra ni¥a, hinh nhu mu hidu. Sudt
miy dém sau khithdy md toc nai njt chdt ché ctia Chi, mu quay mit
vao trong tudng gid v ngd moi khi nang budc vao. Nhung chi
dugc may dé¢mmathéi. Mukhong co tydo gi d8 gian duoc Chilau.
Con Chi thi ¢d tim cach d€ dén b lai cho mu nhiéu hon, in cin va
dju dang voi mu nhiéu hon. Thitra thi phong mu van 1a cin phong
ma Chi rat va budc vao, nhdt la vao budisang sdmtrudekhira ve,
d€ nhin anh sang som mai ruc r& trén nhifng miu sic tuoi hdng,
khi mai téc gid da duvocddigon gangtrén ddu Rose, vao ding vj tri
binh thudng cia mdt mai toc, nhiing cau tho tré nhd, qui bong
bong hinh trai tim, mat ngudi tron xoe, chim mudng biét nédi, hoa
la bit di va b ban gh& nhd xiu cling hinh trdi tim xanh d4 tim vang
xép & gboc phong. Kiduban ghé thuongthay & cac kindergarten ma
trén 46 mu Rose dat ddy nhifng chi®c khin an bing gidy mau x2p
a0 kidu rat dep mét va cong phu. Grace néi ¢6 I8 ngay xira mu la
mot ménh phu thuong xuyén dai khach nhitng bifa dn khong
nhifng ngon mi¢ng ma con rdt dep d¢ va cdu ky. Henrietta tré méi:
“Hit, x8pkhan an dep, cdu ky va nhanh nhu chdp thé kia thi ngay
xua mu chi ¢o thé la... waitress ma thoi!”

%
* %

Khi Chi trd v& Nurse's Station thi ddng hd da chi gin ba gic
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rudi sang. Henrietta dang cdm ciii bén d8ng hd so bgnh 1y, tay néd
chdng 14y d5u tua nhu 88 46 cho chiZc ddu khdi roi gyc xudng. Chi
khoa th thudc, ném chum chia khéa 18n mat ban, ngdi xudng bén
canh no:

— Co6 gi khong Henrie?

Henrietta ngudc 12n, d6i mit mét mai:

— May cé gilf hd so cila Roger ddy khong?

— Cé day, tao cim theo ddy. Tao dinh d€n 4 gid cho ldo udng
thudc luén thé... Sao vay?

Henrietta ging lai;

— Nghia la tir lic 2 gio ¢&n gid may chua tré lai phong lio
phai khong?

Chi git d4u, st rudt:

— U,... Ma sao?...

Henrietta 14c diu:

— Khong... Chéc cling khéng ¢6 gi dau... May coi lai coi Bac
si cda ldo dén tham lin trudc vao ngdy ndo... Tulin trudc dita ndo
viet lai Patient Care Plan cho 130... Coi c6 loai PRN ndo thicho ldo
udng thém di... khdi dai tdi 4 gid niFa. S& cha ldo may cam di ti
ndy dén gid nén tao khong bikt.

Kiu néi nang rdi mi ngit quing cta Henrietta 1am Chi bit
d4u lo ngai. Nang gidn no:

— May thdy lio lAm sao thi ndicho tao bigt ngay 8¢ tao xudng
d6 khoéi mat thém thi gio, Henrie!

Henrietta lai lic ddu nia:

— Khodng... Tao chi mudn coilaihdso ldocoicodgila khdng...
Lio cif ngdi 1&én ndm xudng mii khong ngd mdt chit nao. Viial
signs thi binh thuong thoi...

Thdy Chi con ditng cau may, nd nodi tigp:

— Lio héi may 6. Dénngay di. Trdisdp sang rdicon gi. May
ciing chua |3y break nifa phai khdng?

=
L

Chi ngung bude trude cita phong Roger, 1ang nghe tiéng thé
nang né mét nhoc va ngit quang cla ldo vong ra. Nhjp thd dy
khong gitp cho nang doan dugc ring 1do dang thirc hay dang ng.
L&i noi ngap ngung cia Henrietta tuy lam Chi lo &u nhung ning
van khéng mudn danh thitc Roger diy trudc gid udng thudce binh
thuong vi l3o 1a ngudi rdt khé do gidc, theém vao 46, ldo ciing
khong thé ngd ngay @€ bu vao gidc ng thidu ban d&¢m. Chi thin
trong budc vao. Roger dang ngit ngdi trén givdng, hai chigc gdi ke
sau lung, chan co chian dudi nhu dang day dua. Co6 I8 Henrietta da
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d& 1do day lic ndy cho lao d& thd. Pau Roger guc xudng, 1do thd
toan bing miéng, hoi thd phi phd néng hap. Chi dat tay 1&n tran
lao, giat minh thay tran 1o, mit ldo va cd ngurdiJio déu U hoindng
hdi udt dam. Nhin xudng chiéc tdi nudc ti€u mang bén thanh
givong thdy mau nudce tidu trd vang sdm, Chi vdi va kéo ngan td
tim may chiéc ly nhura nhé d€ 12y mau nudc ti€u. Tigng md td gdp
rit cia Chi 1dm Roger choang diy, 1do chédm tdi chup ¢d tay Chi,
thang thdt: Chi. Chiditbantayconlailéntaylido, nhu mudn i ban
tay sin sui to 1&n ay trong tay minh, cli xuéng dju dang:

— Lio thdy trong ngudi th€ nao, ha Rogie?

Roger cit rudn tdi, néi bdng hoi thd hép hdp tir migng nhu
ngdp nuoc

— C& gi ddu Chi... Tao van khoé... khoé...

Chi vudt nguoc nhiing sgi toc dinh bét trén tran ldo:

— Henrie noi ndy gio lao khéng ngl duac chiit nao...

Roger l&c ddu:

—- Tao ¢é ngt r6i ma... ngu... ngh... r61 hdi ddu hdom... Tao...
tao méi ndm mo Chi a...

— L3o mo thidy gi nio? Mo gi ma khéng ngl dugc nifa vay?

Roger co nguoi lat:

— Tao thdy Ida. Lita chay. Lita Ita hita bdn be... Trdi oi...

Chi gitf chat 1ay tay Roger hon nifa, thuong cam:

— Rogie. Quén nh&ng gidc mo 3y di. Quén di Rogie...

Giong Roger d6i ndo nudt, 1o thd ra ting tiéng mot:

— ... Tao... shp... chét r8i Chi...

— Sao ldo cit ndi nhu vay mii. Lio da hita la ldo s& song d@
nhin thay t6i gia kia ma Rogie...

Roger vung tay ra, lao vuong chup 12y hai vai Chi, ¢ manh:

-- Khéng Chi. Chi... Khéng kjp nifa rdi... Tao sdp chét mat
roi Chi... Tao bigt ma Chi. Chi.

M4t lio vut @6 ngdu. Hoi thd ldo don bdc 1én ndng hip trén
mat Chi. Nang hat hoang co g& tay ldo ra:

— Rogie. Rogie. D2 t6i di 1dy thudc cho o ubng nghe...
Khong c6 gi dau... Chi la 140 ndim mc ddy ma...

Roger khéng cin nghe Chi noéi them bit cit digu gi nia.
Nhing ctt ddng ding co bau viu ban tay cia nang dudng nhu chi
dem toi tac dung truyén theém sirc manh cho 130. Roger chup vong
hai tay ra sau lung Chi, kéo si€t lai, mdt ldo ap vao ¢ nang, rudn
lén, titng 1o rén nghen ti trong ¢d hong. Chi. Chi. Chi. Chi.
Nhi¥ng soi rAu xam Idm chdm trén bd mit sin siui dim do, hoi thd
kho khé don dap va cd than hinh udt dAm cla ldo 43 xdp vao
ngudi Chi. Chichét citng ngudi. Con so hai va Kinh ngac 1am Chi
té dieng. Nang nghe giong minh lac ron. Rogie. Rogie. Budng ra.
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Rogie. Roger hot nghiéng ddu qua nhu d€ nghe cho rd nhing tiéng
kéu cha mang réi nham vii mat lai, nét miéng vdi dudng may dai
bén mép trai nhu thoang curéi kéo xéch 1én trén thai duong. Chi
ving manh ra bdng hét strc binh sinh nhung vong tay Roger ring
ciing nhu thép ngudi. Chi bat khoc viung vay mim mai ludn tay ra
sau lirng, ding hé&t stc manh cla hai ddu ngdn tay don xudng
mong tay cai, bAm manh vao hai k& tay ldo, gilfa ngdn cai va ngon
trd. Roger kéu 8i lén, hai canh tay thd roi khdi vong eo Chinhung
mit lao rét 48 luén xudng nguc nang. Thoat tién méi ldo cham
phai chiec bing tén Chideo trén nguc 40. Céi sic lanh clia mi€ng
kim khi chdc lam 130 khung lai. M&i ldo ra qua cham phai chiéc
khuy 40 nang. Lao ngam ludn lay chiéc khuy, nhdn nhidn trong
miéng ntta nhu mudn thao bung né ra, nita nhu mudn cdn né vé
ngidu nghi€n. Chi ¢8 xoay ngang xoay doc, ngita ¢ vé phia sau
tranh hoi thd cang lic cang d6n dap ndng diéng cua ldo. Long tran
ngip gifa con ghésgva iong gian di, Chitat lia tat lja vao mét ldo,
tat bing cd hai tay, vira tat vira khoc niic né, nrdc mit tuén dim
dia, vira nhan thay rd rang rdng minh dang 1Aam mdt hanh d6ng ¢6
th® duoc goi la ghuse bénh nhan. Nhung vo higu. Roger vin ngdim
chit 1ay chi®c khuy 4o nhu the chigc khuy nhé bé 2y 1a di€m bdu viu
cudi cung ctia lao trudc cudc doi. Chi khdng bigt rdng nang sé con
tiep tuc khoc suot mudt va tdt don Roger nhu the trong bao lau
niia néu khong co tiéng md cita rit 18n rdi tidng chan nhing nhin
vien nha bép diu tién vita toi. Giong Spanish lao xao lam Chi suc
finh. Nang suc nhin ra ring minh 43 quén hgt nhifng phuong phip
don gidn nhidt dé ddi pho véi nhifng con dign quin trong tu cda
benh nhin. Trdi oi. Tréi oi. Chi nghién ring ndm 14y chép chidc
miii 16 khd hdc cta ldo, bo6p manh. Vira dau vira nghet tho, Roger
vdi vang ha miéng hép hdp hoi nha chigc khuy ra.

C3a than hinh ldo d8 vii xudng givdng. Chi nhay i 1ai, vin
vao chic gh€ sdn sang thl thé trudc mdt con dién tigp theo. Chi
[Am. T4t ca sirc manh, tdt cd sinh luc, tat cd nh¥ng con ghé sg va
gian d cta Chi tan bién madt. Nang dam dam nhin tdm than tan
nam xudi trén givrdng bénh. Troi o1, Trdi oi. Khudn mét kinh dj
thé lvong nhin trirng oan hdn vi khéng lam gi dugc cd cudc doi
dang tip tuc sinh s61 va dio thai sau lung lFo. Nuoc mit Chi tigp
tyc roi 13 cha. Chi viing bd chay mi&t vé Nurse's Station. Tigng
chan nang lam Henrietta hdt hodng budc ra. Chuyén gi vay Chi?
Chuyén gi vdy? Chi khong tra 1d1, chay x6 vao ngdi guc dau trén
ban khoc lon. Henrietta 14c manh hai vai Chi, virc #iu nang day, la
Ien., Chuyén gi? Noi cho tao biét chuyén gi? Chi ngudc lén, tay che
ngang mat néi qua man nuoc mit... Roger... Ldo Roger... Roger
lam suo? Lam sao? Chi nic no... Ldo... Lao... Ldo... 6m tqo...
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Henrietta khung lai. Hai ban tay vin vai Childng ra. R8iné buéng
Chi xudng, bat cudildn, Id'n hon tigng khéc Chi. Vady ma may lam
1a0 twong ¢6 déng dat ¢ duoi d6. Ha ha. Pdu ldo 6m may chénao
dau cho tao coi ¢6 matmat gi khéng? Ha ha ha... Tigng cudiha ha
ridu cat clia nd lam Chi vut thdy minh 18 bich. Vita hd then vira
gian dif vira nghe khd s& khdng ddu, Chihét1@n. Imdi. May xudng
ma coi ldo di. Troi oi... Henrietta ngung cudi. Nénhin khudén mat
tai mét ddm nudc mit cia Chi, nhdnratinh chdt nghiémtrongcia
sir vige. N6 budc ra, tay vdi ldy chiéc dng nghe choang 1én ¢é, tay
kia thiy xau chia khéa ta thudc cho Chi réi quay qua budc di.

Chi khong c6 thi gid 82 tiép tuc khoc. Nhifng cong vigc dn
dap vao budi sing s¢m dung nang day. Nhiing ct dién thoai lién
tuc. Nhitng ngudilamviéc ¢ nha bép, phong gidt, nhifng ngudilau
chui don dep phai d&n tir t& mo sang. Tiéng chdn ra vaoti¥ng bdm
thé tiéng chao héi nhau. Tiéng ho tiéng s mii tizng chiti thé khe
khe 1An vdi tidng xe chay ngoai dudng va tiéng chim kéu vong vao
tir ctba s8. Mui ca phé thom phic 1dn vdi mii donurs mdi mua tir
mot tiém fast food nao @6. Mui suvong lanh d3m trén 4o, mui hoi
ngudi... Tat cd 161 Chi day, bdt Chi lam vigc nhu cdi may. Chi
khong biét rAng Henrietta 33 bd di xudng phong Roger trong bao
lJdu cho d&n khi né trd lai, lang 18 kéo chiéc gh& ngbi xudng bén
canh Chi, vin tay Ién cAnh tay nang. Ban tay n6é mang gang. Chi
thodng thdt quay lai. Henrietta ndi that kh&: Ldo di roi. Chi viing
ditng day, A4y nguoc chiéc ghé vé phia sau. Henrietta vuon kéo
chiéc gh lai, 4n Chi ngbi xudng. Théi xong roi. Cur & ddy di. May
khéng phdi xudng dé niza.

Henrietta 1am thit nhanh nhifng cong viéc ma dang 1€ Chi
phdilamvi Rogerla bgnh nhin cba Chi. Goicho Bacsicualdo. Goi
sang nha xac. Kiémsoat tdt cd quinao vatdungtiuy than 42 giao lai
cho thian nhan. Stta soan d6ng ho so. Didt ldo ndm lai ngay ngan.
Phi 1io bing mdt tAm khin sach d€ stta soan dua lao di. Ngudi
Chi ctt d8i ti néng burng sang lanh ngdt. Chin tay nang lang ting
&ém chup 14n 186n 40 moi thir, Téi mdt lac, Henrietta chan taychan
Chi lai. May dudi ldm rdi @6 Chi. Liéu ¢ lai xe vé dugc khéng?
Théi ra xe ndm nghi doi tao dwa vé cho. Dé phdan Report dé tao lo
cho. Ra xe ndm di. Chi quic mit [en. Dung ¢6 noi chuyén vditao
nhuw la néi voi bénh nhin vy, Dé mdc tao.

Chi quay ra cim 1dy h&t may quyén s8 12n, sitta soan cho phin
Report véi Shift sang. Dung lic d6, chidc bang ca ddy xac ldo
Roger di trd téi. Chi nghe tiéng Henrietta k&u rit 1&n. 7roi o1 sao
lai di ctfa nay? Tiéng tén Alphonso ddy bing ca lang ting tra 161.
Cita sau bi hai chiéc xe cho thiéc dn chan nghén hét 16i roi. Chi tt
ttr khuyu xudng, con nghe ra duvoc tigng miy quygn sé roido dudi
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chan. Mo hé nhifng béng ngudi chay dén. Tiéng k&u hdt hodng
cia Grace. Ban tay quen thudc clia Henrietta. Trong mot tic tic
Chi nhd lai tdt cd. Tat cd n8ibubn cta nang niém vuiclGa nang. T4t
cd nhing ngudidi chét di ma linh hdn con vit vo ddu day. Tat ci
nhifng ngudi nang 43 dem tdi tinh yéu dju dang nhu yéu ndibudn
cta chinh minh, nhi¥ng 1&i thim hdi ning gidc nita khuya, ban tay
lang 18 vudt mit lGc chung thin. Chi vyt nhd tdt cd, tdt cd nh¥ng
d&m théu ra dinhiing s¢ m tinh mo tré v&, thitc ngl nguoc lai vdi
cufc ddi, gid an gidc nghl xoay vdn ddo 1dn. Nang ngi cing mét
gio voi gide ngu cuia me nang o Viét Nam. Nhifng dém mua l4i xe
dilam muatring x6a muadap viicdnh sic. NhiFng dém mua d6ng
surong mudi che s mat kinh lai xe di mi mu trong mdt bién svong
giang. Nhifng d2m tring td 1ong bang hoang nhiing xa 16 ving dén
thdp hai hang nhin xudng thanh pho long lanh thiic ngd. Nhifng
d2m ding trudc canh cita Vign hit mét hoi dai khong khi clia tréi
d&m trude khi budc vao vi & bén trong canh cda kia 14 cd mot thé
gidi rdu rau cad mot cai mii choang dp vao khitu giac vao mat mii
tay chan diu tdc. Mot cai muichay rdt nhanh vao tim hdn lam chét
khung hZt nhiing niém vui lam té liet h&t hi vong. M6t cdi muilam
nén 4o giac bai hodi tran khap chau thin. Em ¢ du kién nhdn va
dju dang khong? Em co du tinh yéu d6i voi con ngiroi va long can
ddm trucc s chdt khéng? O ddng sau cinh cta kia la nhing nguoi
dang nhidt ndt nh&¥ng bong lta cudi cing ma ho d4 gieo trong doi.
Nhifng con dién dudi sirc hut ki dj chia mat trang. Nhing ngay rit
dai va nhitng dém rdt dai nghi d€n niém hanh phuc 401 sau, cdm
nghiém vé ndi bat luc trudc mot thé gidi1 da dang va sé con tidp tuc
sinh s6i ndy nd ménh méng chung quanh. Noidé, tudi thanh xuan
vita |4 qui khit vira 1A vdc mo vira la con dau d&ntrién mién. Not
rit nhiéu Juliets va rit it Romeos d&m dém ngi nh¥ng gidc ngh mo
co ké d€n kéo chanridiratimlaicudcdditrédep vangiy ngay trd
diy nhin nhau néi cudi ngdn ngo. Mdi ngudi trang bj theo riéng
minh mdt s8 k¥ ni¢m mdtsd hanh trang tit di ving. Con biap bé mai
toc gid nhiing cdy théong xanh nhiFng buc tranh tré nhé cudn nhat
ky nhifng biic dnh tuoi cudi kéu lon cung cudc dd1 rdng toi da tré
dep nhu thé ndy day. Chi nghe nhu nhifng ban tay ai 6 nhe nhang
d5 nang ndm xudng. Nhifng cdi xdc da vang nim dudi ddy bién
xanh. Nhifng cii xdc da trAngda den didp khan dimidt. Nh&ng cudc
do1 & bén 1& cude doi. Mot ngudich@t 1a mot ngudichét. Mot tram
ngu &i chét, mdt ngan nguodi chét 1a mét con 8. Su xicddng lip di
lap lai nhitu 14n dang I€ phdi ddp diy I2n thanh thoi quen vo ¢cdm.,
Khéo du nuwdc mét mira sao Chi. Chinh ¢6 da biang qua mét dai
dwong, di nghiéng sat xudng 6t chét mau xanh tham thdm kia dé
dén day ma. Roi o sé duoc séng & day duoc chéto ddy, y nhue thé
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nay ddy. Y nhu nhé¥ng cdi xadcda tring da den theo nhaudiradira.
Chi ¢& chdm day. C8 quay ddu nhin hit theo cai xac Roger vita
dugc ddy ra khdi cita. Chinhd laitiéng kéu Lifa Lifa. Tao thdy lita
bdn bé. Khudn mat Roger udt dim dia gitfa con mo. Tao sdp chét
réi Chi oii. Chi nhd¢ lai h&t con vudt ve kinh dj. Cai cdm giac ciia
khuén mit néng hdi méo mé dau dén. NhiFng soi rAu xam tring
khé cirng rén ron trén da thit nang. Ban tay siin sii nhdép nhap quo
bdu trén mé nang. Chiéc migng ngdm cing khuy ao trudc nguc
nang va tdm thin 48 vii xudng ngm. Cd miéng ta trdng la trdng. Cd
long ta vé sé gdi hong nhan . Ta nhd ra day mét nang *. Chinh¢ lai
h&€t nhi¥ng nu cudi ling [&¢ 42m dém ldo bat ngon dén chéd nang dén
bén, ban tay ning niu 0 14y ban tay nhd bé clia nang, ti€ng thi thim
nhid di nhi lai Goodnight, Sweetheart, n8i dau ddm d3dm trdi trén
mdt con nudc budn riu thé thigt. Chi quay ddu quay ddu mai vé
phia cita, thi thAim. Chia citu réi linh hon ldo, Rogie. Cdu cho ldo
ngu yén noi mién vinh phtic, Rogie... Nudc mit vln roi dam dia
tréen ma Chi. Chi bi®t rdng c4i cdnh gidi chap chiing m§ chi trong
long nang chi 1A mot 4o gidc. Chi bigt rAng nang s& con ti¥p tuc thit
thach minh ve tinh y&u d8i vdi con ngudiva long can dam trude su
ch&t. Chi bigt ring, nang vAn thigt tha y&u cudc ddi bidt bao.

Vii Quynh Huong
¥ Tho Han Mdc T

DON PQC :
NGAY THANG BENH BONG
Tap truyén ngdn ddic sdc cua nha vin :
NGUYEN VAN SAM

do VAN KHOA xuit ban
trong m4t ngay rat gan day.




Van Hoc 149

Nguyén Bag Trac
Bdn nhap vai trang tiéu thuyet cua
mét nguoi di cu nhiic ddu viira phdi

(1)

T6i chua bao gio cé djp dit but viét mdt cudn tiu thuy@t nén
tdi khong th€ ban bac ngay ¢d vé nhing cdu héi kha can bdn nhu
tai sao ngudi ta viét ti€u thuy€t, viéc cdu tao cac nhan vat thé nao,
tha phdp cia tiéu thuyét ra sao. Ong Nguyén van X. néi. Nhu thé
toi lai cang khéng dam dung cham té1 khuynh huong hig¢n dai, su
khing hodng cta ti€u thuyét, nhiing chuyén mot nha tigu thuyét
phdi khic véi mét cong tu chirc hay mét ngudi thg tha cong khéo
tay nhu thé nio.

Hon 30 nim nay, thinh thodng tdi cling ¢6 doc mét vai cudn
tiéu thuyét cii hay mdi, nhung dé khéng phdila mt ly do d€ ngudi
ta c6 th€ huyénh hoang tham du vao su vach ra hay x6a di cac lin
ranh cho nhifng hinh thai khac nhau caa thu phap van chuong. T61
khong th€ cho phep tu dit minh vao vigc ludn ban vé cac phamtru,
cdc hé tu tudng sin sinh ra nh&ng phuong cach bi€u hign rdi 161
kéo sau d6 cac toa tiu 1dn nhd cia hang loat cidc khoa hgc chuy@n
biét nhu ngon ngd hoc, nhan ching hoc hay x3 hi hoc.

— T6i la mér nguoi di cur nhvic ddu vira phdi.

Ong Nguyén van X. noi.

NZu tdi ¢é ¥ dinh viét mét cudn tidu thuy@t, diéu d6 phai co
nghia 12 né khong dugc phép lam cho t6i nhitc didu thém.

T6i khong nhat thiét phaitré thanh mdt ngudidi cu nhitc diu
Uk 48,

Con tidu thuyét hién thoi da chét hay dang bi€n hoa? Nhifng
xu hudng, nhitng luat tc, nhing thuit ng&, nhi¥ng ldp mdc meo
bam trén bia cdc cudn sach cii, nhiFng biit riit trong cic cudn sich
mdi cla thdi dai ching ta, nhing cdi co 8n a0 vé k¥ thuat, nhifng
su danh gia cia cac tay phé binh tai tt hay chuy€n nghigp, nhing
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digu 2y liu c6 quan hg gi d€n 1617

— Ligu nhiéng diéu @y c6 quan hé gi dén 16i?

Trong mdt dém hai tri¢u ngudi chung quanh say sua ngu.

Gid nhu ngay hic nay tit cd nhiing cai d6ng hd nhat loat reo
én danh thic ho tinh ddy, ho ciing khéng doc va khong hidu
nhiFng gi t6i viet bing thif ngdn ng’d ciia mat qudc gia viing Pdng
Nam A.

Va bay gio, dém mua he.

BOng dung m6t biu khi lanh tir Bdc Cuc kéo vé lam cho tdi
phai cham Iita bt lén cii 10 suoi.

Ditu dy quan hé d8i vGi to6i nhiéu hon chi? {t nhit, d6i vdi cai
sttc khoé dm o sa sut clia tdi?

Ling nghe mdt c6 gai chum chin lai ngidng mat 1&n khéc 16¢
bing mdt ciy dan vi cAm, hay bdng mét bai tho mém mai ngin
gon, cho du bdng cd mot tdp tho phdn nd tdi tdm, diéu 2y vin con
dé chju hon va dang chia sé hon 1a gdm nham nhing tay phé binh
chii chdt hay khdng chii chdt, ti mi soi moi vé cac trao luu, truyén
ngin ddj, tidu thuy@t vira, vé cac nha vin 16 thdi hay ti€n b, vé
quy€t tdm doan tuyét véi truyén thdng cung vdi cac udc 1é. Hoic
vé hién thuc. Hodc vé cautric. Ve phan tiéu thuyét, phdn tir sy hay
phan nghia.

Thuc ra nhidng vdn dé sang tao ti€u thuydt d5i khi ciing d&n
vdi téi nhung né budce nhon trén diu ngdn chan, réi ludt qua nhu
nhi¥ng trang gidy r&i rac 14t badngcac ngéntay tam 4 td mo nhung
hé hing.

" Visao? Vi cai thai digm ma X. dang sdng ddy kha phuc tap,
phai viy khéng?

Céac vin dé ddt ra cho X. vay biia kh4p ba thi clia thoi gian.
Téc d6 [a anh sang. Tring sao 12 nhi¥ng ngon d&n. Cudc doi trén
xif sé mdi treo cing bdi mt sgi day thep dan mong. Khdng gian
pha tron khéi va srong mu. Thai tiét néng lanh bat thudng cing
nhi#¥ng cdy ¢4 khdng biét tén lam cho X. va X. va X, nhuc ddusd
miii. |

D6 14 cian bijnh bat phuc thivthd. Y nhuo cdn binh clia cdc binh
si Tau trong lich st Viét Nam, phai vady khéng? Mudn khoi phign
phitc, nhiéu ngudi phdi udng thudc chi¥a binh di ting. Phii vy
khdéng?

(2)
Hai ngudi ngdi néi chuyén.
Mat ngudi noi:
— T6i Nguyn van X. cd quyen viét mdt cudn tiy thuyét ma
t6i, Nguyén van X. 12 nhdn vat chinh chit chdng phdi ai khéc.
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Ngudi kia noi:

— Dung vay.

— Téi lai ¢6 quyén vay muon nhing bd dang biu trung aé
ditng ngay trén sin khdu gitta cdc 4nh d&n 5000 n€n ma mo td minh
va cac nhan vat khac chung quanh minh.

— Pung vay. Nhung d6 14 kjch.

— VAay sao? Khi tdi &i diing trong ti€u thuyét thi by dang t6i
khac vdi lic toi @i dung trén sAn khdu sao? Khi toi didirng trénsin
kh3u thi by dang téi khac vdi hic té1 di dung ngoai dudng sao?
Ciing nhu khi t61 mim cudi lic chyp dnh khéac vdi ltic tdi mim cu &i
véi anh sao? Tiéu thuyédt khdc véi kich chi vinh#ngngon dén 5000
n¢n sao? Va cudc ddi khac vdi tiéu thuy€t vi cAi mit trdi treo ling
ldng trén dinh d3u ching ta sao? Nguyén vin X. cudi. Ching ta
khong nén b4t d3u nhing tranh luan cé tinh k¥ thudt vi né rudm
ra, phic tap, v6 b8 va chuyén moén.

— Théi 8i. Néu anh ndi k&t tdt cd nhifng dodn vin lai ma bdo
d6 1a mot truyén dai thi 46 14 mot tdp truyén dai ddy u?

— Ban o1, cling dung vay.

T4t cd nhing gi cia mot ngudi viét ra du dudi bdt ky hinh
thirc ndo ngay cd mét 14 thu ciing chi thudc v€ mt truyn dai cla
nguoi 4y cho d€n khi nhdm mat xubi tay.

Con néu ban thich, ban cit goi 1a tiy bit vi ngay cd nhi¥ng k hi
cé s&p @it nhat ban vin tuy tign ma phéng but.

Cai vin dé ctia t6i & day la nhing thy but mdt giong cua toi bit
d3u lam cho ngudi doc kém kién nhan. Nhi¥ng ngudi ban cia téi
thd dai chan ngdy. Va chinh téi cling sdp stra nhuc ddu qua 46 véi
cai giong than vdn cGia mdt ngudi hat xdm.

Nén 16i thay doi.

Nguygn vin X. dirng biit tim di€u thudc 14. Ddng hd chi hai
gio 40 phut sang. HGt thudc 14 nhiéu thit cé hai. X. nghi. Mai de
doa 12 ung thu ¢8 hong. X. hit mét hoi thudc néi tiép:

— Ding hon 46 14 nhing bai tho. Tat cd nhing gianh viétra
nhu chinh cudc d¢i ctia anh da ting thanh that va ldo khoét. Da
tirng cong bdng va bidt céng. DA ting cao cd va nhd mon.

Pa ting hdn hoc, thi han, oan ghét.

Pa ting tha thiét yeu thuong.

P3i sung sudng hay khon khd.

C6 phdi chinh anh 44 ngitng mét ra nhin mét chin trdi xa va
Xxanh?

C6 phéi chinh anh d3 suu tdp nhi¥fng con tem va thua nhd da
ao udc dat chan 1&én nhifng xu s& xa la in hinh trén cdc con tem
xinh tuol dep d€?

Va bay gid ¢c6 phdichinhanh trén mét chén trdi xa vaxanh da
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36ng chit cita can phong tdm, md ra nhiEng vdi nudc dbi tudt di
giong 12 4m dam cia hoang mang, luy€n titc, nhd nhung?

(3)

— Tat cd 1a tiéu thuygt. X. noi.

— Nhung cic nhan vat khac dau?

VB céc nhan vat. Hola nhing A.B.C.D.E.F.G.H. trong cic
dodn van quanh t6i. Mot s8 khéng cé mit ddy. Ho qua ddirbi. Ho
& dudi bi€n. Ho dang & trong céc trai hoc tdp. Ho dang chét diin
hay dang 4i diing bén kia qud dat. Cé ngudi thich n mit sau
nhiéng giong chif va nhirng bai tho. Trong kich biéu trung, cdy giy
14 mot con ngua. Trong ti€u thuy®t, cdi cdy 18 mdt ngudi dan ba.
Pan ba 1a nhitng cdi cdy lai 13 nhifng con chdn,

Khi nguai ta md ra mdt cudn sach, nguai ta c6 thé 13 mot
ngudt doc thong minh va chon lgc hay la mét cdy bé kho nhoc
d4nh viin véi nhifng hinh dnh gidi thich k&€ bén. Toi Nguy2n van X.
khdng tin tudng & quy luat da sd. Quy ludt ndy ddu duvaocthuchign
thang thdn vé tu trong mot chg 46 dan chi nhat cling chindilén ¥
chi clia da sd va su lua chon cta ho. Khdéng ndéi l1én phidn dodn vé
mot vAn dé chinh x4c hay khéng chinh x4ac. Hiu qua? Viéc tidu thu
cudn sich chi 14 mdi lo l4ng cda mo6t nha xudt ban hodc mdt co
quan diéu hop van hoc. Khdéng phaila mdi lo 14ng cla tdiclng véi
cac nhan vat ¢6 mit hay ving mat clia téi. Nhing céi cwru mang dn
ndu th¢ gi¢i bén trong. Nhi¥ng cdi bdc 1§ bén ngoai va chung
quanh. Cai gi la vinh cdu. Cai gi 1a hifu han d4t ra cho tou.

T6i yeu cai thidu s6 bi€t ddng ¥ rdng cai gay 1a mot con ngua,

Cai cay la mdét nguoi dan ba.

Con con chdn 14 mdt ngudi dan ba cd dudi.

(4)

Nguyén vdn X. ndi: N&u tdi c6 ¥ dinh viét mdt cudn ti€u
thuy?@t, tdi khong ¢é nhiém vy phdi trinh bay vé&i cic ban tai sao.
Tai sao? Vi nguoi viét hdn cé quyén gif cho minh vai didu rigng tur
nhu bdt cit ai cd the trao tdn tay mot 14 thu tinh udc dam nudc
mét, nai ni m6t ngu i hdy doc va chia sé. Vao mot 1ic khac, hdnco
th€ chura kién mét cach gidn d trudce toa an vé mdt ngudi d3 luc
loi thu tin riéng tu cua minh.

D6 1a mot c4i quyen. Nhu quyén khai sinh cdc nhan vét lJam
cho ho di ditng an ngl vui budn gidn ghét. Lam cho ho lam cho
ngudi doc vui bubn gian ghét ldy. P61 khi chua k€ con lam cho
nh¥ng nha phé binh diing d4n vé tu tré nén cdc cin, thd 16 va bi 8i.

Téi 43 doc ¢ diy vé mot nha tidu thuy®t ma cai bong dd so
chay sudt tit Pong Ausang Tay Au, tir TAy Au sang My chau, Uc
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chiu, A chau, nha tiéu thuyét cao Idn no ¢ khai tit mo6t nhan vat
ctia minh mot cdch ¢6 hoi vdi va & trang s8 hai tram )& tam,. Nhan
vat xau s& 4y thay vi than kho6c trong dia nguc hay vd canh bay
lron trén thién dang, [ai chim rdi qudn mot cai khian dn phing
phiu fén ¢d, ngdi nhAm nhap cai phao cau vang ngdy ctia mdt con
ga tdy nudng bo va hanh téi ¢ trang tam trdm chin muoi tu,

D6 vén la mgt cdi quyén. Cai quyén cla thign nhién mang dén
str 1An 16n cho nhirng nha tidu thuy2t gia nua. D6 vin 14 mat cai
quyén. Nhu cai quyén clla mét nguréi di cu nhitc d3u mo v& mot
chan troicli va tim. Ong tamanh m& vung ndm dam nhur motthanh
nién trai trang trong budi hdi hop séi ndi ban dém, thdo luan
nhitng tuong lai troi sing cho mdt qué nha xam xit. Ong ta dap
tay mdt cai chat xudng mit ban xac dinh ngay ve.

Sang hém sau éng ta rut ré hing h4ng ho.

Rét nudc tra ngdi ndi chuyén véi ngudi thong gia a8 k& 18 ve
dita con gai, con ré, Nhing dita chdu. Nhitng ddng xu, Cac céng
vigc Jam nham ¢ cita tiém budn ban bd phin xe hoi cil.

V& chuyén mua ban bdo hiém nhin tho.

Ve van 88 hdi nhap.

Ve cac vdn d€ cla thg h¢ tht ba trén ddt tam dung.

(3)

Thur cua anh Q. gwi anh T. San Pedro, ngay 12 thdng 7 nim
1986. Anh T. Téi nhan duoc thu caanh. VAn si tin vigt kifu Thoi
Luan ngay xua (loai ty gido). Nghia la cit mét cAu hu lai mot cau
thirc, mot cdu ndi veé cai tot lai mét cau ndi vé cai... tdt. VEtrude
noi vé khia canh den 18i cla cugde ddi, v¢ sau ndi vé su hudng
thugng (bay virgt I€n giol... nhu canh chim) hoic (budc chan qua
viing nudc ndng quén), hodc mot ciu tinh ¢cdm xen 12n vao mot cau
toan 1y ludn don gidn (hodc thuin 1y tri)...

Loai van chuong nay d3 xua rdi. S di xudng. Mdt job, tré
gio... Tulin rdi, t6i di hai dmtang. Rat nghiém nghj. Laithdimnha
ban ngheo ma rat gi 1&. Nghe tin ban ly di bd h&t bai v ra vigt thu
an Ui. Trong thay dan ba (lac s&p hang & DMV d6ng thué) khéng
nhin, Lai xe qua nha ban gdi 43 & qua muoi bloc rSi ma khdng
bi€t. Khong néi x4 xién ai, khéng khim niim ai. Khoéng doc béo
Vigt. 95% céc tr tuong cua toi la nhiFng tinh hoa hoan ciu ma té;
dang hudng d€n. 5% con lai danh cho 1ép Speeck { cua college.
99% khi noi thi nghe tin Téng théng Reagan noi, hodc binh ludn
vin chuong cia dai s6 28 tdi thu tu, thit sdu. Ngoaira 2 3,4,5...
d€u f[am bai va tap ndi vdi cac cit toa ngudi My. Diu de tdi khong
c6 vun vat nhu xua. 19 thi dung d€ vang, da bing ti¥ng Viet &
trong nha vdi ba cuy.



Vin Hoc 154

Di nhién la té1 cling c6 don. cac 6ng Napoleon — qudn nhan
— Montesquieu — nha tu tudng — Einstein — nha khoa hoc —
ciing rdt c6 don. Ngudi ta khong ai chét vi ¢6 don, ma chi chét vi
tum nim tum ba, vi ndi xau, vu khong nhau - chét vi khong trad
duoc no - varat co the chét vi tréu choc (giy néndédnh nhau, ném xi
ddu nudc midm vao didu nhau hodc vao chd hiém).

Ngay toi di hoc, di thi ddng gio. Thu® trd song phing. Tai t6i
néichuyén vat My. D2m tdihoc hdirit nhiéu diéu(Ngdn ngd Anh
do ddu ma cd? Pao Calvin va dao Luther? German va Dutch? Low
German, High German vatiéng Phap lién quan ra sao?) T61d4 hién
than toi cho thu vién. Turor cua to1 1a ngudi My den, ban toi 14
ngudi Equador, Nam Han... Théi tigt khéng xic pham d&n toi.
Pién thoai long distance khOong 1am t6i n6i nhieu hon. Hoa roi,
budm luon, d8i nui... td1 col nhu pha. Con dan ba... t6i coi nhu
dan éng, 14m khi t6i con may tao... cht khéng xun xoe kéo ghé ldy
tim, so diia... nhu ngay xua. T6i khéng can phin biét mudi virng
va ruou thit, Ldi ndi toi hién hdu va ddy long nhin, bdi vi t6i da
budc qua khodi giai doan tiéu nhan ma tré thanh ngudi quan td:
Tiéu nhédn ngén hiém, Qudn ¢ ngén nhédn. Ti€u nhan an noi thi
xac 6c, hiém d6c. Quan tf thi hien hau ma yéu ngudi. Gid thi
khong ai du db téi duoc nia. Chdo anh. Q.

5.J. 30 th. 7. 1986
NBT

BAC S1 NHA-KHOA

| NGUYEN D. LIEN HUONG, DDS

9257 Bolsa Ave.
Wealminsier, CA $2683

(T14) B95-1264
Gid lam viic Thu Hai - The Bdy 10am. - 7pm

} -— Kham réng dinh ky, |am sach, trdm va nhé riing.
| — Giai phlu ring khon moc i8ch, gidi phllu nudu rang.
— Nha khoa thdm my vdi phuong phdp Bonding.
— Nha khoa nhi dbng - Ki8n nhin vdi trd khd tinh nhit.
[ — Ngin ngua va didu tri rAng mqoc iéch lac, chinh ham.
— Rang gia cac loai. g4n dinh va thao 14p - B3n va dep.
|

KINH NGHIEM - TAN TAM - CHU DAO

UNG DUNG PHUONG TIEN VA K¥ THUAT NHA KHOA MO NNAT
|—--_._._-._.__._._u—_______,__ EEEEEEEE———. |




Van Hoc 155

Thé Giang
Ché nudc dong

(Ga Vinh mat budi t8i troi mua. Mot tap nha 14 ndm nép bén
vé duong, phia sau 1a khodng nudc dd ao dd ranh, mudi va ¢d
nhiéu. Mot ngen dén diu run rdy vi gié, chay leo lét dugc treo
trude cita sé. MGt con ché gia com ¢di bé bét bun ddt va lanh, ndm
in bong d&n diu dudi cida s8, tru v 1F trong hong ma khéng ddm
vao nha vi so d4dn. Gié hit rit xody quanh cita tranh nhau luén
vao nha. Cé ti€ng mdi tranh co nhau xao xac nhu van xin. Tiéng
chfu chudc goi cdi laAm nhip cho mua roi...

Bén nay cua sd :

— Kheu to d¢n thém ti nifa, khéng t8n diu l4m dau.

Bén kia cita sd :

— Th& nay &0 r&i, khach xa thia sidc nhin thay.

Im {dng mét lic.

Bén nay :

— M4y gio rdi nhi...?

Bén kia :

— Dbng hd ban mit r6i... ¢6 1€ khodng 9, 10 gio...

Bén nay:

— Ban duac bao nhiéu?

Bén kia :

— Thang khach déu, d6ng hd gid, dugc cb sau chuc, 16 mit
chin chuc.

Bén nay :

— Sao th&? Sao lai 18?

Bén kia :

— Maic cd tram tam, trr tién “di” ba chuc, phai trd lai né chin
chuc.

Bén nay :

— D6 du... nhung cif van dén to 1&n di...

Bén kia :
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— P3 bdo khong cin ma !

Bén nay :

-— Nhung... nhung s¢ ma nd vé...

— Xi... bay ndo, néi né vé that day.

C6 tidng chan 1 nudc di tdi, rdi mdt cai ddu dan 6ng thd vao
cita s8, nhdu nudc 1a chd xudng con ché,

— Bao nhiéu ?

Bén nay :

— Nam chuc.

— P4t th, gai Sai gon con cha tdi nida 1a...

— Th& mudn bao nhiéu ?

— Hai chuyc...?

— Théi vé ngl vdi bd cho sudng, d€ hai chuc ddy mai ma an
chao.

— P06 di rac !

Tigng chan didm dut bd di.

— Ba chuc dugc khdng ?

Cé tiéng hd1 vai lai.

— U théi, trdi mua mdé hang d€ 1in sau lay chd di lai.

— Thanh toan trucoc di !

— Gi ma voi thé, cha “tinh™ ti nao ca.

— Sao? C6 tién khong?

— LAay gao nhé ?

— Gao gi? Mau djch hay gao moi ?

— MGi chia tiéu chudn thing & co gquan vé, chua xem.

— Gao mau dich r6i, tinh bao nhiéu?

— Hai chuyc.

— P4t qui, ma ciing khéng ¢ cin nifa.

— Mudi tam ddng vay, dong dai bang 6ng sifa bo di...

— U, th& cho tién, cAn mit cong, gao di mua nang ky... ma
nay, cé tron 44 dam vao khong day?

— Mang den ra ma soi.

— Gao nay chi mudi lim ddng.

— Pong vun tay the kia thanh hai cin cia ngudi ta chit con
gi...

Mot thadng nhéc ching chin tudi thinh linh higén ra nhu chui ta
dudiditlén, ditng muttay nhin cdnh dong gao. ngudidan éngcon
dang loay hoay cdt lai cai bao cua minh thi né da giat tui gao noi
tay ngudi dan ba, chay vut ra cia.

— Ndu com nhé, dirng ndu chao... nhd d8 phancho chi day.

Ngudi dan ba din vdi theo.
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A
% ¥

Lai mét cai 83u nia tho vao cida sé:

— Hinh nhu diy la quan tro?

Bén kia :

~— Anh tim ding chd rdi ddy.

— Tro nita gid hay qua dém ?

— Tuy thich.

Khach the phaoc budc vao nha,

— C6 nudce riba chan khong ?

— Cai chum nim ngoai thém nha ddy.

— Tdi qua, 1am on vin dén |dn 1€n mot chit di.
— RO&i... r&i d6, mit dep nhiui viy ma bd phi trong béng téi.

W
® %

Ben nay :

— Bu6éng man xudng !

— Nha dot, man udt hét roi...

~— Thé thi t4t dén di !

— Con ngudi khac nita, hdi xem ho c6 mudn khong.
— Ca&1 quin ra cho thodi mai...

— Hu... tm... him...
— Ai..., dau, cdi khéa thit lung... ¢di hdn quin ra.

W
% %

Ben kia: tiéng thi thao trao d8i xen 14n tiéng cudi rén trong

hong.
Bén nay: Con ngura gé ¢dng cfc [dng trong chudng,

Im Eng... mua lach cach vudt mai tranh... cin nha 14 chuva no
tiéng thé déu... Tat ¢cd nhu mudn ngu.

#
* %

Ben kia:

— M&ét khong anh ?

— D& khong em ?

— Em biét goi anh nhu thé nao nhi ?
— Em di Saigon choi 1an ndo chua ?
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— Tu cai tao phdi khéng ?

— Em td1 sao hay vay ?

— Sao biét ma téi day ?

— Mdi duac phéng thich, cho tau ngodi ga, xich 16 chi.

— Liu l4m anh méi duoc “lam” phdi khong ?

— U, tAm nam r&i, k& tr 75.

-~ Vg con gi chua ?

— Di My ca rbi...

— Cho em di Saigon véi...?

— Céithidn anh khong bidt r&isao nifa day, ddu cd bao bocem
dugc...

Thdi ra ga an chdo ga vdi anh cai da, rdi tinh sau.

i
x Xk

Ben nay :

— Thu nhéap hang thang bao nhiéu?

— That thuong 14m, khong tinh duoc.

— Co chdng con gi chua?

— Queé quan ¢ dau ?

— P6 Luong.

— Sao tréi giat ra tan day thé ?

— O qué kh qua...

— Kh3 mét chit nhung cudce séng lrong thign, ¢ chdng con
dang hoang cd thodi mai hon khong?

— Pang vién phdi khéng ?

— Sao biét ?

— Choi bao nhiéu 1&n roéi ?

— U... mdi tham quan mdt 1in cho biét...

— Co¢ thich khong ?

-~ Khong sa chi bd biét sao ?

— Chi s quin ching, cam tinh ddng thoi.

— Bi thu phdi khong ?

— Chua, madi pho théi.

— Sao biét ma mo d%n?

— Bi thu gidi thidu... 4y khdng phdi, ba con quen bitt...

— Hanh nght bao lau rdi ?

— S&u nam.

~- Ping dan chuyén nghi¢p, c6 b¢nh khong? Cé khong?

— C4i tao mdi ra chura kjp co.
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— Vin ngua quen duodng cii, phdicd gdng d¢ nén nhiing dam
mé thdp hén ma nghi d€n tuong lai cit! Chét, chit, ai ddy?

— Dirng sg, con ché ndm ngoai lanh, cao cita ddi vdo nha
ddy.

— Ba chuc... @4t qua, mdt it 1/4 thing lvong rdi con gi?

_ Cii gi dy ?

— Ngb nudng...

— B& mét nita thdi, chua dugc in tdi d4u.

— Ti&ng khéa thit lung kéu ldch cach, ngudi dan ong ki€m
sodt lai cai vi cia minh rdi @i ra cita, nach cdp bao gao.

Tt budng trong, mot ba gia tay chdng diu gdi, tay ddm lung
16 do bd ra. Cim mi€ng gidy dang chiy, ba mia miy vong tron nhu
dudi via, rdi rdng sitc b2 chiu nudc hit toet ra dudng.

Cin nha lai chim trong béng tai.

Thé Giang

Ton Ni¥ Ngo Kheé
Giot l¢ nay

Ta giita con loc nay

Biét tinh hay la say

Va nhiing giot 1é nay

Thuwong minh hay thuong ai ?
Oi nuwce mét hong !

Sao giong giot cuong roan

Thiéu tan long kiéu hdnh
Dot chay cude doi ngoan
Hay rot ddy trai tim
Nhitng giot cwong toan tim
Hay chdt ddy tam hon
NhiFng diéu ngoa ngat lim
Hay ddm minh quén lang
Quén thuc té phii phang

Vi con chi nhan tinh

Khi doi ddy doi gian ?
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Thé Giang
Ba thédng cuéi gioi

Main swong mi budi sém mai tan din. N4ng loe hoe lachqua
ting tng I6p 14 cAdy sudidm nén ddt dm wdt va ngai ngdi mui cli
myc. Nui rirng Son La d3 triit bé duoc phidn ndo tai tiéng rning
thiéng nudc ddc. Ay la nho con chio quet d4u vit véo trén canh
ciy nhin ba thang tu dang lii hii nhém Itfa nudng cti sdn vira dn
trém duoc va leo 1éo goi bly.

— 182, may dang mo gi thé?

Thing ddu troc deo s8 181 ngdi x8m, hai cai diu gdi ci lac
chdng qua mang tai, xoa xoa hai ban tay vado nhau mdt cdch hai
long nhu con ché nhdng nhit trude bat com va hoi ban.

— Tao dang mo sau nay, néu cé ngay duoc ra ti...

— Chir khong phai la dang nghi cach chia ba cliisdnsaocé lgi
cho minh phai khong?

Thdng ddu troc 182 cudi bén [&n nhu con gai:

-— Bay nao; chia gian cdi gicho ddngchu ci sdn no6 lu b ra day
qua mdt hai thing may sao dugc. N2u 1a com thi coi chitng!

— Théi di, tao bd quén d6i gudc moc trong bung may tir hai
chuc nam nay réi con la gi nifa.

Thﬁng didu troc 182 khong thém tra 164, tlép tuc cudilang ling
trong gia{. mo.

— Nay; may ¢6 bay muru ma chudc gui gi di nifa thitao vin

“chdn” phin gita ddy nhé, hai ddu cho hai dita may.

182 vAn cudi mo mang. 181 khong yén tam, ti€p tuc van veo:

— C4ai ngd may thi bao gid dugc ra ti ma mo?

— Vay mé&i cdn phai mo...

— Tao héi that, may mo cai gi day?

— NO dang soan mdt mén dic biét cho bfa &n “ham thy” a&
Ita tui minh day.

Thing ddu troc 179 trd 1&i thay cho ban.
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— Ching may qua dang ldm, tao mo nhi¥ng diéu cao qui ma
chi chuc vu khdng. O ma qua thuc ciing [ loai “ham thy”, nhung
khéng phai 46 an dau.

182 tra lo1, giong ddy bat min.

— U thi “cao qui”, may ngdi xa ra khoi ¢l sdn va thd 16 thd
xem nao?

18] 6m ¢ khoi chuyén.

— Tao mo... Tao mo...

— S& ddi cd lang mot con huou?

181 nhay mit véi 179 va néi chan.

— Khoéng.

— SE cuot ba con vg mét lac?

— CoOn hon nifa kia!

— Cudi ca lang a?

-— Khéng, tao s& lam thl tudng, c6 nghia la chinh quyén vé
tay tao...

— Thi may s& chuy€n 4an khd sai chung than ciia ching tao
thanh td hinh?

— Tao td hinh nh¥ng thing sdng chit chiing may 12 li chét tu
ldu rdi 4... ai i of hinh nhifng cai xac.

- (... tao biét may t¢ hinh ai réi...

179 1dm lét nhin quanh nhu con cado diing trrde chudng ga réi
néi tiép:

— ... dAu tién 14 may thing quin gido?

— Khong! — 182 gat nhe-Cong anla gidngchd, d... aididanh
chd lam gi. Tao danh thing chi!

— U... phdi r&i, phdi dip may thidng trung vong ddng mdi
dang!

179 v& 18 401 tuong.

~— May vin con théng minh ddy nhi... Theo may thinén dip
ki€¢u nao?

[82 ban khen ban. 179 tho tay vao nach gii ghé sén sot a€ 1dy
cdm hung:

— Poi tao mo mdét lic rdi méi cd thé dé ra kidu duac.

179 nan ni ban.

— ... 200 thing Oy vién trung vong vd&i 15 thdng bd chinh trj
m&i thing mot xa lim. Com déa sén..., khdng, s&n ddn com thi
mdi dung, ngdy hai bat nhu tui minh; bdn thudckhdida khuin xa
hai trim mét moi ngay.

— M6t thude khdi théi may oi, cdi gidng 46 khdng quen lao
dong nhu tui minh, bt n6 khuén nhiéu qua chét mat sém thi udng.

181 can gian ban.

— (... May noi phai. Nhung d€ tao mo tigp da... 90 ciy nia
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m&i ngdy vdo mua mua, cho vit n6 hit hét mau va sot rét nhu tui
minh.

— R&i s& ndi lItta d6t hét thanh qua lao ddng mot ngay trudec
mit chang no?

[81 thém vao.

— Da man qua... Tao khéng th€ lam nhu ching no duoc.

179 ay nay tra lon.

— Me kiép, may ding 1a tinh than tiéu tu sdn nda voi nhu
chung né ket tdi. Pdi vai ching né phai xit nhu tui Tay ngay xua
ay!

— May thi bit cai gi ma noi, 43 & tu Tay ngay naochua? Tay
cé ¢on nhan dao vadi tui nd gdp mudi ldn tui nd d8i véi minh!

— U thi thé, nhung mo tiép di nao.

181 giuc ban.

— M&i khi ching vi pham ky luat trai, s&€ nhét xa lim 24
gid /24, vira khoa chdn vira an vira ia, phan d€ mét tuan méi cho
da.

— Tao da noi véi may 1a chung nd gia 1dm, khong quen chju
dung nhu tui minh dau, chiing s& chét sau mot tuln.

181 sg gidc mo tuy@t 1é nén can tiép.

— Trudc moi bi¥a dn phai doc mét bai tr chii minh va ghi
nhd c6ng on ddi vdi ldnh dao.

— U hay hay, thé ma tao khong nho ra.

181 curon than phuc.

— Ngay mung mdt Tet cho dn mébi dura mot dia thit trau chu
khéng phai hai ba miéng long nhu tyi minh..,

— D& réi ngdy mung hai Tét diia chdycd dam vi khéng quen
an thit nht tui minh vin bj!

181 1&n mdt théng thai néi hdt y cia ban. 179 im lang cau may
suy nghi r6i 1du b4u noi:

—— Chét mat... ching nd gio nay c¢on sdng la nho sam. Thing
ndo cling thé, bAm vao mit mdt céi la sdm phot ra. Cha cin phéi tu
d3y, chi cin cit tiéu chuin cung cdp “Tong Pdn”, mién di cho xuat
sam la bao Nhan ddn dang cao pho khéng kip.

— Quaé c¢6 thé that. Chdm diut €m ai nhu vay thi udng qua,
phdi nghi cach lam sao d€ ching no6 di 44 mdt vong dia nguc nhu
tyi minh réi mdi duoc hudng cai kidp chét khong bia ma, chd ¢é
tén goi lAin ngay veé vdidat. Hay 1a ta vira tdm b3 cho tui né ¢é sire,
vira d4t ching n6 di mot vong Phd Lu, Bdo Ha, Tuyénquang, Lao
- Kay, Son La? (tén cdc trai giam tu)

181 lo #&ng goiy. 179 khong trd l¢i ngay. Con m&t mo mang
khi ndy lic ndy chot ngd x4m va budn rdu néi vdi ban:

— Noéi choi the thdl chit minh khéng dd can ddm d€ tan nhin
nhu chung nd dau...
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— May lai so mit chinh quyén chu gi? Thiu long nhdn ma
ching né vin sdng nida thé ky nay réi. Minh chl “chuyén chinh vé
sén” véi mdt nhiim thanh phin lanh dao vo sdn théi.

179 ndi cau sing s ban:

-~ Tao chi ¢6 thé nghi dugc nhu vay théi, con may, sao may
khéng nghi ra cdch gi hay hon di xem nao?

— Tao 4? U, sao ndly gi¢ tao khong soan cho chiing né mot
cach k&t thic nhi? ¢hl mai lo néi theo may théi.

181 b6p ddu bop tran trd 1di. Sau khi gadi ghé 44 ui chi danh
budt miéngtha dai:

— Tao thay c¢hi cé cach don gidn nhdt cho Juong tim nhe
ganh ma nhan dan ciing hét no 12 t8ng tdt cd xudng t&u thily chd
sang giao trd cho tui Nga, &€ mac cho tui né mudn lam gi thi lam,
nudinhur lgn, hodc tdong tdt cd vao trudngddng L2 nin hoc tiép cho
thanh thanh ca li.

— Khéng dugc diu. May chd biét gi vé tui né ca!

182t ndy d8n gid rgdiim tiim tim curdi gieu cat cac ban chot
Ién tiéng.

— A may; me ki€p thdng khdn nan, khoi khoi v& tro rdi ngdi
doichiling 6ng niu cho &an ha. Co6 diéu gi uyén bac hon k€ xem ndo?

182 khé kha ldy giong cdt nghia:

— N&u t8ng tdt cd sang Nga tui né cha dai gi ric vao trudng
dang L& nin d€ hoc chu nghia Méac ddu. Ching né cling sg cdi mén
d6 nhu minh vdy. Bdi thé¢ mdi thing s& xoay s& @& chuén sang
Phap, Thuy di€n, ddm &icd My nfa € van ddng cach mang, cudi
thdng mdi tré vé Mac tu khoa linh luong mét 1in 48 d4u thang lai
di tiép.

— Lim sao may biét diéu d4?

181 buc bdi ngdt 1o1.

— May khong thay bac H6 day ha, 3/4 cudc ddi cach mang
luu vong tal Paris, Sang Nga dau co hai thang 1a nho kinh d6 anh
sang lai 1on vé lien, Ma chd cu gi thdng cha 46, thing congsdnnao
cling vdy, toan chon nhiing nurdc tu ban gidu ¢6 ma tj nan chi dau
chiju & Nga. Bon Céng Nam duongchaysang Hoa Lan, bon Chi-1é
thi sang Tay Pic, bon Argentina thi chay sang MYy, D4y, tui may
thdy chua, cho ra khdi nudc 12 hédng bét hét cd.

179 tirc t0i vin veo:

— Th€ may c6 sang kién gi hay khdong nao?

— Tao 4? Tao thi nghi rdng khong nén nhdt ti tui ching né
1am gi, 1am cai chuyén thdt dic iy l1a khéng nén...

— Ai bao may nhdt ti chiing n6? “Cdi rgo”’! phdi bit chudc
chiing n6 ma 1am cdi chuygn cdo ap tring ga nghe chua!

— Thi cling vy théi, theo tao diéu @6 khéng cin thidt, vi lai
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cling dirng ditng tir thin phdn minh ma d6ino. Phdi duing tit nhidn
din, tt 60 trigu con ngudi d6i khd cdn xé 1an nhau vi miéngcom
hing ngdy. Ching né phdi trd no cho 60 tridu thing tu & ngoai chit
khong phadi 2, 3 trim ngan thing ti ¢ trong nhu tui minh..

— Tra lam sao nao? May s€ cho chung no x0i mon gi nao?

179 ham ho dén ban. :

— Tao s&... tao s&... cho ching né 4i kinh & mdi...

Hai cai ddu troc ngoi doi dién cung xi ra mat tigng tho dai
chdn ndn:

— Me kip! may lai Iira chang 6ng 4, gidm an cho tui no dé
nh& co 1o chuyén con ¢é dudng chay téi phai khong?

— Khoan khoan... chling mdy ndng tinh qué4, mat khon, Tao
sé cho hon 200 thing 86 cOng va con gidong gidng khodng trén ngan
dita chon mot migng dat, mi€éng ndo mau md& nhit, canh Sai gon,
canh Ha ndi, gifa vua lia Nam b ciing dugc. Dign tich thi tuy
thich, sic cdy dén ddu khoanh d€n ddy d€ xiy dung thién ding
Cong san..,

— P65 bip bom, may tiép tuc Iitra ching 6ng ddy ha?

— Ay dy, chua xong... Tao s& cho ching no diy du hat gidng,
phin bon thudc tri sdu...

— Sao may khong cho chiung né c¢d may ciay nia di!

— Ping ding! cai d6 tao chua kip nghi ra thi may da néi. Tao
s& cho chiing né may cay nghia la ddy di nhi¥ng thi cd trong banh
vé vé chii nghia xd hoi...

— Khong duoc ddu may oi... chiing no sé lam hong hét may
mdc vi ¢o thing ndo biét droc nghé ngdng giddu. T thd ng téng bi
thu trd xudng, gid 1y lich chi thdy chitc vu hai cham... ngh& nghiép
hai chAm: cdn bé lanh dao. Hét!

— May noi dung, chinh vi khong song dugc nhu nhitng con
ngudi binh thudng vdi mét nghé nghigp binh thudng nén chiing
no mdi d1lam cich mang. Nhung con cai ching né toandi Nga, di
Puic, di Tigp hoc hét, chiing s& giup d6 cha me ching vé mit khoa
hoc k¥ thuét. '

— U ciing c6 1y!

[79 git gi tin d6ng. 182 nhdn mat:

— P& im tao ndi, ding ngit 16i lam tao mat hing... Tao sg
cung cap day du sach vo 1y ludn nghién citu vé chi nghia Mac cling
nhu vdn hoc cach mang cho chiing né doc.

— May phai b4t chling né doc sach vo cda the gidgi tir do nhu
chiing né b4t minh hoc tip vé vin hoa vo sdn chu!

— Khéng khéng... ching né khong xitng dang d€ doc sich
cua con ngudi... ma thé thi con gi la cai tao n¥a. Tao biét sach vé
ching né viét ra la d€ cho quin ching doc va sdng theo, chit rigng
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cho minh, chiing chi doc truyén chuang, tiéu thuyét ldng man,
nghe nhac vang thoi. Ching khdng tieu héa ndi cai chinh ching né
d€ ra dau. “Doc sdch dich d? tim hiéu dich ™ ma!

— Nhu vay thi ching ndécungchd cdn doc cii gi het, ancho no
ngt cho yén...may dinh bi&n cai khu kinh té moi 36 thanh mét khu
hdi hru dudng lae cho chiing né sau cd mdt cudce ddi Am muu tdi
ac ? -
—Binh tinh nao! Bay gio mdi dén nit thit cha van 4. May
bdo 1a chiing no sé cha can doc ha? Tao, s& b4t ching no phdi doc!
Tao sé bit chiing n6 phai phan tich trao d6i ¥ kien véi nhau réi bao
cao, Sau modi ngay lao dong chung noé s¢ phai binh bdu lao d0ng
tién tién, s€ phai gop v xdy dung nhau d€ cling trd thanh con ngudi
mdi x3 héichid nghia va nhit 1a... nhdt 1a cho chiing né phan d3u
vao dang nhu nhifng thdng cam tinh ddng khon nan & ngoai doi
dim dap lénanh em ban bé d€ chiing td 1ong trung thanh tuygt d8i.
Thing nao dat duoc tieu chuin rdi, tao sé cho ra ngoai va nhudng
chinh quyén lai cho.

— 0...kho ng On réi may oi. Ching no s&€ méc ngoac voinhau
d€ cung bdo cdo ldo, cung bo phieu cho nhau d€ vao dang, rdi sé
cung kéo nhau ra ngoai ddi ti€p tuc kidm chao kiém com cliadin
mat thoi.

— Hihi.., — 182 cudi khiy ranh manh--Sé& chd thdng nao ot
duoc ra ngoai ddu. Chiang né st ¢dn xé 13n nhau, con cai st lai td
cha me, ban be sé lai phan bdi nhau, vo chdngching né s€ bd nhau
dé tim k& hon phoi “ tién b™ hon. Sau ba ndm chiing n6 s€é mé mot
cudc ¢di cach ruong A4t d€ chém gi€t nhau, sau bdnnam ching s&
tu lap cho ching mot cai nha th, sau nAm ndm tat cd s€ hda dién
nhu 60 triéu thdng dan dién hién nay...

— May ac qua.. Ai lam ndy chiju, tdng vo con chung nd vao
lam gi?

181 budn riu noi.

— Khong! tao khong ac diu, tao chitrd laichiing no nhitng gi
ma ching no bit ngudi dan phdi chju ma théi. May khéng thdy
gin phén nida s 1t trong cac trai minh di qua la phu ni¥ va tréem?
Pan 6ng, con trai chia nhau mta dilinh, ndadita. Phu n thi “gidi
viec nude, ddm vige nha”, lao ddng vira 88 xay dung chid nghia x4
hoi, vira 88 nu6i th chdng con?

182 chot ngung 1&i. Con chgo quet khi nay d3 tré lai mang
theo con trong va ca hai cung leo 1éo hot.

— Hy vong kigp sau chung s& song kha hon, hoac khéng bao
gid con dim ddu thai lam ngudi nifa...

Hin tho dai budng ing cau k&t luan.

Ca ba cai didu troc cung im lang mién man suy tudng.
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179, 181, 182 d4u, hét gio gidi lao rdi, di chit nita tiép!

Tigng anh cai ti Nghe an the thé rit 1&n, Ba cai ddu troc giat
thét ngudi thoat khdi con mo cung bat ddy dong thanh ho:

— Co 161!

Tigng ré 14 cay soan soat, réi giong xit Nghe lai tro tre cat 1&n
nghe thit gan.

— Ngbi lam gi & ddy? Lai hop ban nhau d€ tim cach trdn trai
phai khong?

— Da da... khong dam ddu a. Thua can bd, tuiem dang ban
cach véi nhau @8 lam sao cé thé ting ndng suat lao déng diy a!

82 nhanh nhdu trd 101, r6i ba cai d4u troc cing x€p hang mot
xudng nii. Pi dugc vai bude, 18] suc nho ra diéu gi voi quay lai
bdi ddng tro tan.

— Théi chét roéi... tien su thing 182, bja chuyén ra d€ chung

dng bod chay mat toi cu san!
Thé Giang

Bac Phong
Nhuc nuoc

Bén nghin nam Tién Rong
Dirng nuoc chong xam ling
Thit xwong tan vao dat
Mau 1é chay vao séng

Sao ta chiu dé mat

Cong duc cua tién nhan

Y tho

Géi an cdn vao mdt
G6i buon ba vao dém:
G6i han thu vao lhita
Goi bdn ngd vao thién
Goi qué vao chiF nghia
Gdi em vao budng tim
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Pham Duy
Thoi ky thanh lap Xu Huong Nhac
Hung

Nhac cach mang

Vio khodng ddu cla thip nién 40, trong khi Tan Nhac Viét
Nam vira madi duoc thanh lap chua dugc bao lau thi Xu Huong
Nhac Hung da chen chan Xu Huong Nhac Tinh d€ ra d61 véi loai
thanh nién lich suf ca, thoat thai t& nhi¥ng bai ca huong dao. Xu
hudng nay di duoc hoan nghénh d& ddi trong dam hoc sinh, sinh
vién, thanh nign. Lic d6 ciing la lic ché 86 thuc dian dang khdisu
lung lay, vi tai chinh qudc, nudc Phap da bj bai tran ngay tu khi
Thé Chien I1 méi mo man.

M6t khong khi Cach Mang bao trim trén dat nudce va dugc
th€ hién ngay trong pham vi Tan Nhac. L.ong yéu nurdc dugc nung
ndu mdt cach manh mé va bén bi bing nhiing bai hdt kéo tuditré ve
véi qué hrong t8 qudc qua nhifng Loi Yong Ngan Xuado Hodng
Quy thét 1&n tit Nud'e Non Lam Son hay Tren Song Bach Déng...
hoac qua Tieng Gei Sinh Vién cia Luu Hu Phudc, chang nay
dang khuyén ho hiy Xep But Nghién d€ Lén Pang tranh diu.
Khéng mét nhac si tré tudi nao vao lic 46 ma khdng mudn soan
mot vai bai ai qude ca. Vin Cao di vung vdy tai hoa ctia minh qua
nhiing bai Tiéng Pjch Song O, Go Pdng Pa... Bai hat thi hai
trong doan ddu ddisang tac cia toi la mat bai theo kidu anh hung
ca, bai Gwom Trang Si, trong d6 t6i mudn ndi lén ti€ng ndi cha cay
guom thdn dang ndm trong long H6 Hoan Kiém, va mong cho
trdng si thoi nay hdy néng cay kiém thdn nay lén dé danh dubi qudn
xdm ldng... Quan xam lang la a1? La thuc dan Phap chu con la ai
nura!

Nh&ng t8 chirc Cach Mang vao lic d6 da thayngay duockha
nang thu hit cia Tan Nhac va ho 43 van déng duoc mot sd nhac si
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tré di vao t8 chiuc cia ho. Mat Tran Vigt Nam Ciach Ménh B6ng
Minh, goi tAt 12 Viét Minh, sau khi d3 dling nh{¥ng di¢u hat mi&n
nii (nhu dié¢u hat lwon cda ngudi Tay chdng han) &€ chuyén chd
tinh thin cich mang r&i, thi muron ngay Tan Nhac d8 1am vil khi
cho todn Tuyén Truyén Xung Phong. V4 Nguyén Gidp, trongcudn
Hb1 Ky NHONG CHANG DUONG LJCH SU, 43 k€ ra mot cdu hat Tan
Nhac trong thai ky Cach Mang.

Co Gidi Phong phdt cao, mau thdng tién

Troi phurong Nam, dén chung dang cho ta.

Gin day, t6i cé doc nhi¥fng sach bdo cia Ha N§i noi vé nhac cach
Mang, t61 thdy cdc ngudi ma Nha Nudc giao cho cong tac ghilai
lich st Tan Nhac d3 khong trung thyc vi d3 ¢8 tinh khéng ndi k¥
cang dén mdt trong nhi¥ng tac gid cia cai goi 1a “Am Nhac cia
nhirng ngay Cach Mang thanh cong” 46!

Trong s& nhifng ba ma ho k& ra nhu Tiéng Goi Thanh Nién,
Lén Pang cia Luu H¥u Photic, Digt Phat Xit ctia Nguyén Dinh
Thi, Du Kich Ca cua P06 Nhuéan, theo toi thi nhi¥ng bai clia Vin
Cao mdi xiing danh duoc goi 12 nhac Cach Mang.

Nhac Hung cia Luu HFu Phudc thi, nhu t61 da khang djnh
trong mot bai trudc ddy, 1a nhifng bai nhac hung rat cé gia trj vé
phuong dign khai pha, nhung né lai thi€u mét tinh chit rdt cin
thiét @€ mé hodc long nguoi la tinh chdt ldng man ma tbi st dé cip
d%n rdt k¥ trong doan sau. Bai Diét Phat Xit cia Nguy&n Dinh Thi
ciing nhu bai Du Kich Ca cia D3 Nhuén thi chi thdy ph8 bign ¢
trén man thuong du Bic Viét, trong nhfng nhém t8 chuc Cach
Mang d€ ho hat tac d6ng tinh thdn ldn nhau va chi ¢6 gia trj la
nhi¥ng bai hat tuyén truyén.

¥

Ban Digt Phat Xit nghe nhu mot bai hat ngoai qudc vi giai
ditu va tiét dieu hoan toan bjanhhudng nhac Tay Phuong. Loica
binh thudng, nghe nhu 12 loi hét chit khéng phai 1 loi tho, c6 thE
rdt ¢6 tac dung trong pham vi tuyeén truyén, van ddng. Ta thdy bai
hat thigu hdn ban tay hay contim, khoi éc¢ cia nghé si. N6 14 1&i ndi
tuyén truyén clia mot can bd chinh tr, diéu trj, dieu nay ciing
khong hdn 1a dd néu ta bit budc phdi quan niém rdng di la nhac

Cach Mang thi khong duoc phep tho mong na : |
trich Diet Phat Xit Nguyin Binh Thi

AEESsE et

& # r&- * %
¥i§l  Nem beo nfm rong rin sidt lim than DUl sch quiin tham 33 qubc sei g DijtPMt

i— 1 pi |
] if: h F : < ﬂ i ¥ IrF - — _ﬁ
%t gifiByche & hon u.ﬂuqni‘n 1én nén ﬂ-:mnﬁm Hoa qq bao 45! gbimwving  1En...




Van Hoc 169

VN bao niam rong rén xiét lam than

Duwdi dach quén tham tan dé quéc sai lang

Diét phar xit, giét bdy cho dé hén

Cua chung. tién lén nén Dian Chi Céng Hoa (%)
Pong bao 1wdt girom vung lén...

———

(*) hic khdi ddu khéng phdi la céu: “Nén Dén Chi Céng Hoa”

At
B B

D Kich Cactia D5 Nhuéncon gidn donhon nifa, néu khéng
noi la ngheo ndn, vi néi cho ngay ra, d6ng nay lam chinh trj va ¢ tu,
nhiéu hon 1a lam nhac. Tuy nhién nhiing bai hdt ctia 6ng cho ta
thay ong lam Cich Mang that:

trich Du Kich Ca

P06 Nhuian
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Anh em ta trong doan quin du kinh
Cung vac sung lén durong

Di len! Xung Phong!

Xuyén qua rung qua nuii

Trong dém mo dém 14i

Gidi phdng xém lang

Nhung khi bai Tien Quian Ca cla Vin Cao ra ddi, né litn
chinh phyc ngay dwgc cd quin ching Vigt Nam trong toin quéc.
Van Cao ciing nhu Nguyén Dinh Thi va D8 Nhuin 43 di theo Viat
Minh ngay tir lic nay khi Vigt Minh thdy ring c6 thé ioi dung dugc
Tan Nhac cho cugc Cach Mang va ti€p siic vdi cac nhac si tré nay.
V61 sy dam mé rdt thanh thuc clia minh va véi mét tai niang thién
phi, Van Cao d@ tao ra nhifng nét nhac hiing rit Vigt Nam, tuy vin
la nhac ngil cung nhung nghe ra vin thay ¢6 cai gi mdila. Detaiva
cdm hing rdt gin giii v&i ching ta vao lic d6:

trich Tién Quan Ca

Yan Cao



Van Hoc 170

e sseremassitmsTasb i mmEE

- — : *
Boanqin Vijl  MinA@ - movang phipphdt - Budcchin  rénveng rin &idngofp NN xa
Fa Y 1
S=sisr=a_r=—yr RSP S S =
? rl u

i .
Cd in meschidn  inlngmangRBn  mide - Swgngsel  xachen  kmcqSnlanh  x..

Poan quan Viét Minh di, sao vang phdp phoi...
Budc chan ron vang trén dwong gdp génh xa...
Co in mau chién thdng mang hon nioc

Sung ngodi xa chen khuc quan hanh ca...

Tuy rdng chi it ngay sau Cach Mang Thang Tam nam 1945,
trong din ching da c6 cadu ca dao:

Xe xanh, co do sao vang

Pi diu toi do hai hang luy roi...

... khi ma Céng San &n minh trong Mat Tran Viét Minh khdi
sir cudc khing bod nhan dan, leo 18n xe hoi mdu xanh ¢6 cdm la ¢¢
dd sao vang a¢ di bit giet nhiing ngudi lam chinh trj theo dudng
18i qudc gia... nhung vao khoang thdi gian trude Cach Mang khi
ma ca nurde dang mong mudn lat 48 duoc che d6 Thuc Dan Phap
thiaiaicling déu mé say vd&i hinh anh mot nuwroc Vigt Nam doc lap
tw do, vé&i la ¢d citu qudc mau mau dé, tung bay trude gid, trong
khi tiéng sting vang lén cung khiic hat hanh quén trén néo dudng
xa gip génh... thé hign quabai tién quan ca changnhac si dang ndi
danh v&i nhi¥ng bai ca lang man nhi Buon Tan Thu, Thu Cé Liéu,
Cung Pan Xua... Ciing cdn ghi lai mot hanh ddng rat tich cuc cla
Vin Cao trong nhifng ngay di theo Cach Mang. Khdng phai dng
chi soan nhac cho Viét Minh ma thdéi, 6ng con nhan Ignh claho d2
ha sat mot nguoi duoc cot nhu than Nhét 1a D6 Dire Phin ¢ Hai
Phong, qué huong clia chang nhac sicuc ky lang man nay. Va ghi
lai mot chi tiét kha 19 thi: Van Cao soan bai Tien Quan Ca trong
modt bai nha hat ¢6 ddu ¢ Kham Thién, noi 6ng goila phuong da
lac.

L
* M

Cubce Cach Mang nim 45 ma ai cling thich goi 12 Cach Mang
Mua Thu, theo t6i, dung ia mot cudc Cach Mang Lang Ma8n.
Nhac Cach Mang 16i cudn duoc nguoi dan di theo phai la nhac
cach mang ling man. V& phuong dién nay, ai la ngudi cé the qua
mat duoc Van Cao? Ngay lign sau bai Tién Quan Ca, ling man hon
hai bai Di¢t Phat Xit, Du Kich Ca nhiéu [&m, 6ng tung ra bai hat
ling man nhit trong dong nhac cich mang lang man, bai Chién Si
YViet Nam.
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M3 diu, Vin Cao dua ra hinh 4nh ma tudi tré Vigt Nam dang
meé mén: nhiFng chién silgnh lung ra sa trurong nghe theo loi goi
cua hon thiéng séng nui:

trich Chién Si Vigt Nam
Van Cao
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Bai Chién Si Viet Nam tiép tuc, va vdi tai ning tuyét vdi cua
mot hoa si, Vin Cao ve ra cdnh chién si Viéi Nam phi ngua trén
dwromg xa, thiuc giuc b&i tiéng sung, tiéng ken... chi mong than thé
trai duoc chét noi sa truwong dé liy da ngua boc xdc nhu trong
truyén anh hing ¢ xua... Tda soan nhac clia anh tdildc ndy dd bo
xa nhi¥ng nhac si chuyén nghiép khéic, dirng noi gi té1 nhing tay
soan nhac tai td nhu Nguyén Dinh Thi hay P& Nhuin. Trong khi
nhac hang cia Hoang Quy, Luu Hiu Phudc di hay d€n may thi
cling khéng vuat ra ngoai khudn kh3 clia nh¥ng ca khiic rdt chan
phuong, rit cin ddi, rit sich vd, rit nham... .thi Van Cao trd tai
soan hanh khic nhu bai Chi€n Si Vigt Nam nay. Cau nhac thit hai
nay dai ddngdic, véi nhip digu rdn rip, thay d8i hoi thd ludén ludn
khi¥n cho cau ca c6 sitc sdng manh ligt.

&: — F

=3 S e = =
Ngya phindi xa kia nghe ring vengbén wdi&fukmrinrang La el nem nhi
5 Fo— : b % I_@:.#

?: ; = aee—sie e == ==

r—r
Quystchifn sa 1nWdng  SOng thas cof thudng  Mong 1ac trong da npa boo thin thi wred .

Tiép t&i 1a su nhéc lai nhac d& d6 vdi 101 ca phac hoa ra mqt
doan chién m# len duong khi nghe thdy du Am ménh méng cia
khic anh hung ca... Cai hay cla tac gid la 4@ chudn bj d€ vao cudi

cau nhac s& chuyén qua mot nhac d€ khic, chitng té sy phong phu
cua ban tay sang tac:
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Nhac d& nay mang giong mineure v&inét nhacchay ratnhanh
tir S1dudilen Mi trén @€ néi 1én su hin tha d2 ting s6i suc bao ndm,
cim long vi dit nudc tan tac va by gic la lac phai: The phuc quc,
tien Ien Vigt Nam! Lap quyén dén, ti¢n lén Vigt Nam!!! Ban nhac
két thic vdi 1o the son sdt do.
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(con tiép)

Ngo Nguyén Diing
Chia nhau nhifng to thu phong

Gio dudi la trén doi khudn vién dai hoc

M&i nhanh la nhw mdnh doi ta rudm méu khéc

Troi bén nay da vao thu em oi mua thu Luu-trong Lur
Em ¢6 nghe xao xac gitta dém trdn troc

Da chia nhau nliFng nhoc nhdn bén ba

Gio tiee lam chi may to thu phong héo 4
Vang run ray chét nhd mau xanh thang bdy
Vang ngan ngat 6i mau cua chia xa

Troi thang muci tiét thu lanh lanh

Nhw thang giéng am lich ngay can Tét

Thay ngiedi quét la ching nght mét hit thude bén kia nha
hot sao hét nhitng 1o thu phong nrong e 1 rii

Ta chia em mot nhanh thoi gian

Chia dwong chi quyén Idy ban tay khé
Chia nhing dong tr chia luén qua khi
Cd mau chu nghia trong troi cho vo.
Tay Puic 1.9.86
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Vi Huy Quang

Trua nang, thua cac anh
Tang Neuyén Vian Sam, Ton That Niém

Budi trua ndng qua. Tai lang man vat, t6i ngdi doc béo cop
trong mot tiém ca phé My trén Hollywood. O ddy cling c6 bao
(M§) bidu. Tinh ¢é dugc doc nhifng doan vidt vé Henry Miller.
Duoc dgoc mot dodn van clia dngta. Tu nhién lic ay to6i boi héi, bdi
vi ¢6 nhi¥ng ti€ém &n ma t6i vAn man méc 1au nay, tir nhién cé ngudi
didn ra, 16 1§ trudc mét to6i. Ong ta hién rd ra 13 mot ngudi d&
thuong; that tha ma lai sdu sic: Ong ta ditng dung, dng ta yéu ddi,
Ong ta tinh ma va 6ng ta hén hau...

To6i vira doc théem. Nghi thém ni*a. Té1 ¢ mét tram, mot
nghin ¥ nghi ngd nghinh vé tac gia nay, mot-cach-rat-bdng-nhién
téi cam duac, trong budi truea néng hdm nay, ciing nhir 1a minh
vin doc “Cd vong ngdn chi, ¢d thinh chi” lau nay réi d6t nhién
minh ¢cdm va sdng vadi cdu “Nai ldo ma choi, nghe 140 choi” mét
ciach rat tha thi€t 4y ma.

Nhurng ma tdi noi thé thai. Toi khong viét chi tiét nhiing diéu
vé dng ndy, tdi khéng phai l1a nha khdo citu. Va lai con cai khodn
“copyright”. Té1i danh chia cdi vui thodt d&n nay vdi cac anh mot
chut nhu vay.

& Xk

HOI: C6 céi hién tuong déng chu y vé éng, qua nhiing nguoi
biét rdr it vé nhiFng diéu éng viét, ngurdi thi coi 6ng nhur mét ké by
bénh hoan, vdn chuong cuong dieong, va nhiFng ngieci khdc thi lai
coi ong nhu mot ong thanh vay.
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HENRY MILLER: Mgi nguoi n6i chung chi chil ¥ dén khia
canh tinh duc trong cac sach cua t61. Kinh nghiém tinh duc noi t6i
chila mét phin con ngudi téi. Cling ¢6 nhi¥ng ngudi khac d8nndi
vdi téi “phdi chang éng cling titng tha thi#t véi Péng Phuong?
Ong titng nhic d&n An D6 va Tay Tang, dng ¢6 tin noi céc Dao
su?...” (Nhu viy) c¢6 rit nhiéu cich nhin vé (con ngudi) tdi. Va tat
cd déu diing. Nhung khia canh xéc thjt, tinh dam ding, cu goi la
vy di, thi lai duvec ngudi ta cht ¥ nhigu hon c3.

HOI: Thiura ong, ong ¢o con dam dang o cai tudi 81 bay gio
khéng?

H.M. Khong! Khong! That ra, t6i chua ning dim dang gi
l&Am. T6i khong phai loai ngudi dam duc; toi khong hé di sian gai
vai cai ludi the ra, them thudng...

HOI: Trong cudn “The World of Sex", éng iiing viét la téng
s3 cac cude phiéu heu tinh cdm ctda ong ciing chi bdng mot nguci
bdc trung binh. Chdc ong ciing ¢6 y dua...

H.M. A, khit6in6i*“nguditrung binh” ¢ nghia la tdi so sanh
vdi nhfng ngu i ban quanh t6i, nhiing ngudi téi bigt. Bon hgsiéu
ddng hon t6i xa. Bon ho mdi thuc la nhing tay ting . Thé ma,
nhifng ngudi Ay cé viét gi ra ddu. Bdi chltéi viet ra, nén moi ngudi
déu hifu nham. Néu t6i co that tha k€ ra chirng hai, ba muoi ngudi
dan ba t6i biet, viét trén gidy, in thanh sach, thilap titc moi nguroi
tirdng nhu tdi 16t trudng duoc tdi hang ngan quy ba quy ¢é. Tai
khéng 12y gi lam trungtrinh, hién nhién la the roi. Toéi khong mudn
ai |0 mo vé diém nay. Nhung téi ciing khong hé khodc lac chiit nao.
Cudc doi tinh duc cia t6i thudn la nglu nhién, hén xui. Va ciing
khéng duqgc coi la tdi 161 cho 1dm. N&u ching ta cif thit gat b §
ni¢ém cac t9i, quang di cac 101, thi ti tin 1a vain ¢6 14m [4m cac didu
khac thg vao, d€ d& nang 1&n con ngudi, dé con nguoi duoc phin
vin vdicde suthuong va bat thudng, ma thuc ra, ché ¢é cdi quai gi
quan trong...

HOI: Thica 6ng, cuén “Tropic of Cancer”, sau khi duoc gidi
1Ga lénh cam da duoc quay thanh phim mau la khac...

H.M. T61 khéng chu y 1dm d&n viéc nay. C6 nghia 1a khong
chu y tdi cdi ngudi ta van goi la “mdt bude tien bd™! Nhu cai qud
l4c d6ng hd, xa hor khong ngirng chuy€n tir thdi cuc nay sang thai
cuc khae,tir chi trirong song kiéu luan iy théi Victoria, qua ludn 1y
Thanh gido, lai trd vé kiéu budng tha. Chinh ra ¢ cho gitfa, t6i mdi
cho ring sdng trungdao. Ngay nay(1972) xa hdi qua chiitrong dén
tinh duc, ma lo la véi vé dep cia terong quan tinh due. Sach vd va
phim anh ngay nay ct khai khac mét chiéu, thit l1a vé 1y, Qua su
bai bo kiem duyét, the 1a moi su tung ké hét. K&t qua la ching ta
thay toan nhifng quan ni¢m sdng t6i t&. Day 1a khia canh rat bét.
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Nhirng roi, tinh trang nay khéng kéo dailau dau. Con lic trao luu
s¢ vAn dong dua, va sé day trao luu qua phia d8i cuc. Mgi sur s@
duoc hoan chinh.

HOI: V& syt thanh thién noi 6ng?...

H.M. To6i tuyét khong bao gid ¢b tham vong lam éng thinh.
Cé nhifng ngudi tdi biét xitng d4ang 1a mdt 6ng thanh...

(Tiép theo la nhing loi phat biéu vé Rimbaud, vé thanh
Francis bén Chau Au)

HOI: Tiic la 6ng ¢6 tinh nghiéng vé thé tinh luéng phan, 101
127 va thanh thién dong thé.

H.M. Tbikhéngddmdoan chic. Cé hic ngudita xem tdi nhu
mot nha van viét dd nhat. Nhi¥ng chi trich (tir thé gidivan chuong
Anh-M¥©), coi téi nhu 12 mdt g viét 12 the, dai dong, mé nheo... va
chi bi¢t n6i vé minh mai, ich ky. Thuc ra tdi van cd birc ra ngoai
trién séng d€ thdy mdt nhdn quan phdi hon. Thé 1a ngudi ta chi
trich t6ila khoa truong, va kigu ngao va tu phy. Téi vin thich néi
nhu sdng va diy hu treong, di nhign: Thit ra, chura bao gid ma thi
giGi duac sdng vdi 1y turdng thda dang. Co 1€, chiing ta s& khéng
bao gic thdy m6t xa hdi nhu vady. Do d6 chd ¢6 1y do gi ma mot
ngudi khéng dugc phép mo tudng d€n mét the gidi khac, mjt
cach s@ng khac. Ta s& hoc € song con trong mot x4 hdi ma ta vin
khéng thudc vé xa hoi dy. Nhung ta khong phistre chdng lai x3 hoi
duong thdilam gi ( didu ma 16i mat conglamhditdéicontre ). Hoi
4y, toi thuc tam cho 12 t6i c6 thé lam diéu gido d€ manglai su thay
d8i. VA 16i thidy ngay la cha ai ddi duoc thé gici . Tét nhat latap
song trong xa hdi chung quanh. Chd mét nhém nao, du la sidu
tuyet, chd mot ca nhan nao d6idugc thé gidi, ngay cd ca nhan iy tu
nhin 1a d4dng citu rdi. Toéicho la thé gigi tu cdibién do tap th€ nhan
loai, tu cdi bién do titng nép sdng mbicd nhan. Su céi bién laido tu
nh#ng sir ma nhin loai khong hé lam: Do quan tinh (1{ tinh) cta
nhan loai. C8 mong su tién trién lai tao ra nhi¥ng diéu kién té hai.
Chiing ta cii quy trach cho Hitler..., quy trach cho nhi¥ng dc quy...
(Bon ho) chi la k&t qua, chit khongla cinnguyén. Co nhifng “d6ng
luc va t luc™, va da sd chilng ta sdng nhu nhifng céi thiy ma.

HOI: Nhu vy, con ngudi nén lam gi.?

H.M. Cé su khac biét Ion lao giifa vigc song trong mot khung
canh va su chap nhan viéc 6. Ngudi ta cd th€ sdng o trong hodc
-vé1 su nghen ngao hodc vdi sy khoan khoéi ctia tim tri va linh
tanh. Néu khong, cit 1ai chi€n tranh va... cach mang. Ké& nao ciing
c6 thé tu sdng con duge néu bidt, hidura. Hifura, réi ngudi ta sé tuy
mién dich v¢&i moi phién phiic. Ngudita vin c¢é thé séngcuoc doi



Vin Hoc 176

ngudi ta ¢d, ma khéng hé phdi xung d¢t vdi ké khac.
HOI: Ong c¢dm nhan nhu nguoi 43 dat duac 12 doi...
H.M. Tbi tin nhu thé, sudt d0i. Nhung vAn chua man
nguyén. Toi van con tim kiém...

Tai but: Dinhién la con dai ldm, nhung tdi doc 6ng H, Miller
téi day, toi vui vé ma phan van qua. Thatla dep 82 bitt bao, 6ng 43
sdng that, 32 can dam chju baa riu du luan, d3 ting nghéo khé...
nhung 6ng 43 duoc hudng cudc doi. Da duge tu do nghi, ndi, va
Vigt.

Ong ciing tuyét voi & cau chét 1a “vin chua man nguyén” va
“vn con tim kiEm” (I'm still searching). Chu gi ni¥a? N&u 6ng ta
sdng trong mdt x4 hdi gid tra, doi Ida tir ddu d8n cudi coi nhu 1a
mdt thi Pao, ap budce cd ¢&n tu tudng, 161 ndi..., ligu dng coOnung
dung ma bdo “you won’t have the conflicts others go through™?
Khudn mit thanh thdn, hién hdu ca éng nhifng nam cudi &4i, toi
trong hinh ma thdy 6ng ta tdt phudc honca nhing ngudithin cia
téi g hinh tir Ha Néi, Saigon qua.

&
¥ ¥

C61& vithé ma ddngbaaty nanclata, h6i & VN thi haynoive
6ng Sartre, Ong Malraux, ong Miller, 6ng N. Mailer, 6ng
Lamartine 14n 6ng Rimbaud... nhu nhé¥ng ngudng vong, thé ma
nay & ngay nhing xif cla cic 6ng dy, thu vien thigén, sich bao thj
r... (cling chd phai vi cai quyén copyright, cd thé xin phép ciing
khong kho khin gildm), ma cha ai budn nhéc d&n cac tu tuong vin
chuong Au MJ c&. Lau au ¢é cdc ban tin vé vin chuong, xem ra
ciing chi la nhi¥ng bi€n cd khong hon gi cac tin tikc v& tic ciu, hay
tin phat minh ra cadi may danh chi¥ tdi tdn ma thou.

%
* %k

(6 18 ngudi Viet Nam minh mdi nguoi cé nhiing lo l4ngdau
budn, nhi¥ng kinh qua, va nhifng cdm nhin... diy mdi la, phi
thuomg... ma té1 nghi mdt cach chi quan la, Am khi, con 1én hon
cd nhing ddn vit, nhitng dau khd, nhifng d8i khang... cia nhing
tim hdn 1&n trén thé gidi cdm thay nifa. Hinh nhu cadc vdn nan 1dn
clia cdc tur trdng gia thé gioi déu lui xa trude su dau khd chadan
VN...

Cha thé, ma bao chi Viéet Nam m&i ngay mot ra nhigu. Nhung
chung ta van chi ndi-véi-nhau, nghe-nhau... tuy d6i lic bucdoccéd
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vu cho nhau l3 céng san chd han, ma chungta vin tu tin, céccin ¥
tdi cac tu tudng danh nhin duong thoi the gi¢i nhu héi trude
nira’?

*
¥ %

Gifing nhu mdt ngudi vira bj chay nha, ngudi dy hoi nao ma
chi ¥ t&i gia chii ndo 46 dem ra khoe sap gu, tii che... Vdidiu éc
médt nam nhan diy diy bi thuong, tuy cd nghe thiy tiéng k&u than
clia mot ngudi khac bj cdidim & tay, nhungdanh chju, khéng chia
s¢ hoan toan dugc, Ngudi Vigt Nam dang am thim trong long
nhiing ban bju khic khodi khdng ngudi ngoai, qua to 1én, dén 46i
minh cudi khdy trudc bat cd su lang man, can ddm, khén ngoan,
triét 1y, vin chuong... ndo chang? Téi cling danh chi biét “néi mot
minh™ th thdi... Téi “ghé tham™ 6ng Henry Miller mgt chit &
Hollywood, “ghé tham™ 6ng &y mdt chiat nia & Thu Vign... xong
rdi toi lai 1ai thii trd vé cc tigém phd, cdc tigm ca phe banh cudn &
dudng Bolsa, & dudng Westminster, t6i ngdi néi chuyén vdi cic
ban t6i, mit t6i thdy toc ngudi ndo nay cling hoa rim cd, tai téi
nghe thdy nhing tiéng lao xao cla d6ng huong ndi chuyén vdi
nhau day d6, chung quanh... téi tuy nhi, chut nifa vé nha t6i nho
viét thu tham hdi nhing than hifu ¢ qué nha da lauldm bit tin...

vU HUY QUANG
8/86

PON PQC
HAI THI PHAM DAC SAC
DO NHA VAN NGHE XUAT BAN

HOA RA NE‘;T CHU
LEN DANG QUAN QUANH

Tap tho diu cta NGU YEN

THO HIEN
Tap tho diu cia NHU CHI

PHAT HANH VAO THANG 11.1986
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Ngu Yen
Thudt ky phap cua tho.
Tap ghi vé tho

o Thuit ky phap.

Thudt hiéu nhur 1a ngheé thuiat. Ky thuit chi la mét phan cda
nghe thudt. Ky 1a ghi lai. Phdp la cach thuc. Thudt ky phap khong
phai chl la nghé thuat trong phuvong phap ghi lai chan thien my, ma
con bao gém ca tinh than va ca tinh cla tac gid.

Phuong phip ky hiéu tu né la mdt cai xac khong hdn,
phuong phap s8ng dong hay khong la tuy vao cdi than. Caithanco
sinh khi hay héo hon la do ca tinh. C4 tinh cia mot ngudi, mot
phin do bim sinh, mdt phdn do kinh nghiém, kién thitc va tu
dudng.

Tim kiém, sita d6i hay tu b6 mot phuong phdp diendattinhy
vao tac phdm luén ludn 12 ciu héi durgc suy nghigm trong tdm
tudng cia ngurdi nghe si. Kham pha ra dudng 101 thich hgp vdica
tinh cda minh d& th€ hien nghe thuat theo y muodn, nguoi nghe si da
tao cho minh mot vj tri cd biét trong ¢oi nghé thuat. Trudc hét,
ngudi nghé si da thanh cong ddi vdichinh ho. Cach nhin ngdm va
di&n dat d0i twong cd quy tAc hon, ¢é mucdich hon, co thit ty hon,
do d6 1ong tin vifng manh hon. D6 la khdi diém, 14 trong diém. Vi
nhitr mot ngudi & trong cin nha 18i chi nhin cai dep cia anh ndng
qua cita s6 guong, nay d3 tim thdy canh cida &€ c6 thé di ra ngoai.
Ngudi nay ching nhifng da thay ma con tip xuc, cam nhan, kinh
nghiém vé anh ning. Diéu nguroc ngao la c6 ngurditim thdy canh
cita nhung ching bao gio md ra ngoai. Ngudi dy van tiep tuc 8
trong nha d€ ban luin vé anh ndng.

Ngoai ra, thudt ky phép 13 trung gian chuy&n dat toan thé 40i
tuong va tinh thin cda tac gia d&n cam nhan va thdng cam cla
nguoi thudgng ngoan. Ty vao cudng d6 thanh dat cia thuat ky
phap ma tac gia thanh cong hay khong ddi véi ngudi khac.
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Khéng cé thuat ky phdp khong ¢ tic phim, khéng ¢é luu
truyén nghg thuat. Néu Lio tid khong viét Pao Duc kinh, Lio tid
chi 14 huyén thoai. Ching phai vi viét Dao Dic kinh ma ngudi ta
bi€t d¢n Lio tf, ma chinh vi tinh thiin cla Lio td ghi lai qua Pao
Puic kinh.

o Thudt ky phap cua tho.

Trong dja hat thi ca, nha tho cling khéng ngung tim toi va
kham pha cho minh motdudng18ica bigt, bing cdch st dung ngon
tir, bAng cach k&t cdu Idi tho, bing cach kham pha cac th€tho khac
nhau. P3c biét nhdt 14 nghe thuit xd dung ¥ va tit tho d€ di&n dat
tim tinh.

Nhiing nha tho 43 thanh danh hoac da ¢6 mét vi tridoc déo
trong vin chuong 48u ld nhiing ngudi c6 dudng nét dac bigt,
phuong phap dac thu dién dat tinh ¥ vao tho. Hién tuong tho Bui
Gidng trong thi ca Viét Nam 12 mét vi du di€n hinh. Nghg thuat
dung chit va tif tho cla dng rdt dic biét. Nhiéu ngudi dung chif
“tho dién” d€ chitho Bii Gidng. Nhatho Thanh Tam Tuyén goi la
“tho ngd” (1)

Hay mang 16i 1o bat ngo-
Gié1 161 ngdu nhi trong gio ngdu nhién
Hoidc 1a :
Con chim thi ta biét né bay
Con cd thi ta biét ne I6i
Théng thi si thi ta bidt no lam the
Nhung tho la gi
Thi do la diéu
Ta khéng biét.
(Bui Giang)

Thuat ky phap cuta tho la nghé thuat ghi nhan thi tinh, tinh
thin va cd tinh thi sf vio ngén ngd tho.

Tai sao la ngén ng’¥ tho. Trucgidc kham nhan thitinh chuy€n
vao tinh cdm sinh ¢cdm x0c. Khdng nghién citu, khong suy ly,
khong ap dung ly luan khoa hoc, thi si ghi nhéan lai tho tinh trong
cdm xuc. Truc gidc dem d&n thi si nhiing y tu va ngén tir. Thi si
khéng khdo citu ndm nay thang no, khéng vao phong thi nghigm
réi mdi lam tho. Ngdn ngit tho 14 ngdn ngl cla truc giac. Vi vay
ma 161 tho ¢d dong. Trong khi nha van phai lui cui viét cd mét bai
d€ ndi vé ndi budn bao la, ndi budn khdng chd chita thi thi sichi
tho rdng :

' Troi buon da ¢d mura ngau
Ngurot budn chdng biér dé dau hét budn
(Nguy&n Vigt An)
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Vivay ma oc tudng tirgng cia nha tho hoat d6ng va truc gidc dem
den nhifng tit tho, § tho, 161 tho ra ngoai sur suy Iy khoa hoc,thire
t€. Loi tho dm khikhong ¢d 1y nhung lai thé hign duoc digu thi s
mudn noi.

Duwroi anh sang ngay, chuyén gi troi céing ldo
Pém thi thao sw thdt vao ta ngu say

Sang ddy ta tweong la gidc mo huw do.

(Khi con gio lon - Tanikawa Suntaro) (2)

e Nhiing nguyén nhan thic ddy thi si tim kiém
mot thudat ky phap rieng biét.

1) Sang tao. Lam tho 12 sang tao. Sang tao chdng nhing bao
gbm tinh thadn, tinh cdm, ¥ ttt ma con thé hign qua cach din dat.
Thi si ¢6 nhiém vu di tim cai gi md1. Cai gi khic la.

2) Gidi han cua ngdn ng¥. Ngon ng 1a cdi gi ¢ gidihan. TAm ¥
thi vo han. Pem cdi v6 han nhot vao cii gidi han, tim linh budc
long phdigo minh trong ngdn ngF. Thisi mudn gidi phong tam linh
bdng cachtim mét phurong phap ¢ thé ghinhdn day dd nhiattheo
ho.

Thuw qué hieong nhie tén hé ém ndng

Hon tang thurong sau mdat na twoi curoi.

(Cao Tén)

“Thu qué hurong” va “tén hé dm ndng”. “Hon tang thuong” va
“mat na troicudi”. Y tt Antrong hinh dnh 1am déc¢ giad cam nhan
duoc cai khoi hai tan nat cua thi si.

Thu qué hirong viét 161 cot didu

Ma an tang nhiing tiu nghiu dau thuong

N&i khé dau khéng dam (6 (wong

Phai che day bdng loi vui swong
Tdi phai lam bdn cdu tho ma van khong dat h&t nhifng siu sdcclia
hai ciu tho cua thi si Cao Tan. Cai tai hoa cua thi sila s dung
thudt ky phap. |

3) Bién chuyén theo trao luu tu tudng va thoi dai. D€ tranh
nhifng ¥ tudng hay ngbén ngl 15i thdi, tr tudng va tam tinh con
ngurdicang ngay cang khuc méc, thi siphdi tim cidch ghinhan thich
hap vdi su chuyén hudng.

Thi vuot tuyén la phan than, bdn ngd da nhj trung?

T6i ném lai cdi 16 xua 43 digt ?

T6i dem theo cai t6i maoi lén duong ?

Nhw quy ludt: Ha thuy thé cho mdm sinh i hat
Doan tho nay trich trong tap tho clia Nguyén Cong Trif thi la that.
BGi vi thdi cia Nguyén Cong Trid lam gi ¢é “phin thin”, “bdn
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ngd”, v&i * nhi tring”. Phdi dgi d&n thoi triét hoc Au Chau du
nhap vao Viét Nam thi nha vin Mai Thdo mdi xtt dung ngdn i, tik
triét vao tho.

4) Nguyén nhan quan trong nhit 12 ndi tdm cda thi si. Thisila
nhédn vat bdt man, thudng khong chap nhan nhing diéu da sd chdp
nhan. Di 1a d5ng nghiép. Thi si nay bj anh hurdng cua thi si khic
nhung sé cO ic khong d5ng ¢ thin thai va cach din dat cia thi si
khic. C6 bat min thi nha tho mdi di tim su thda man. Trén con
dudng don doc ay, thi si phdi tim cho hg m{t phuong phap thich
nghi d€ ghi nhan rungcdm riéng ctia hg. Vi du nhu chichuyén udng
rugu ma thisi Tau, Tay, Nhatdd sang tac hang trim bai tho, Riéng
thi si Viét Nam thi ¢ ngudi udng mat héa xanh, ngudi hoéa d4é,
nguwdi udng hodi khdng say, ngudi lai nai ni udng rugu, ngudi
udng nita ching 43 hét, chung quy ciing chi 42 td cai bat dicchid
dal.

Ubng chua xanh mdt tic chua say
Pura ly diy 1a sé rot ddy
Can di mai séng nguoi di mdt
Ta dén bao gio chia men cay ...
(Bic Phong)
Da: say déar ciing lan quay
Troi say troi ciing d6 gay ai cudi ...
(Tan Da)
Udng thi uéng cho ngai chi
Doi ly ruou ¢6 quai gi ma say
Khong say thi ciing bo tay
Say thi ciing chdng bot cay ding gi ...
(Ludn Hoanj
Ruou nwa chirng som can
Lam sao say voi doi ...
(Trin Huyén An)
Pém nay léa tdt binh kho rwrou
Doi vdng em rdi say vdi ai ...
(Vi Hoiang Churong)
Muoi ndm khéng mo méi chai
Pi vao cwa Dao cuwci nai mea ly ...
(Cao Tiéu)
Cé nguoi qua chén sinh dién cudng
Mdc ai tinh mdc ai say
Chi ta 1a biér
Long ta ta hay.
(Nguyén Ba Trac)
e Nhitng yéu té trong bdn chét thugt ky phdp cua tho

/
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Tao cho minh mét thudt ky phap niéng biét, khong co nghiala
thi si s& thanh cong voi ngudi doc hodce thanh ¢céng véi van hoc.
Khéng thigu gi nhiFng nha tho ¢ thudt ky phap bigt di ma khéng
duaoc su ung ho cia doc gid hoac di chim vao quén lang.

1) Phan tich riéng v& thuat ky phap cia tho, tién quyét phdi la
diic thanh that. Ky hiéu phai dién dat duoc tu tudng. N6i duoc
diu mudn noi. Lam tho khéng c6 nghia la choi trd van chuong
chif nghia. Co thanh thit dién cdi ma tac gia rung dong thi ngudi
doc mdi cdm dugce tinh thidn cha tdc gid. That khong ¢d nghia 14
phai mdc mac, binh ddn. That nAm trong y ma loichidung chuyén
chd y. Thdt & trong ¥ mudn va tim than cla tac gia.

C6 phdi em mang trén do bay

Hai phdn gid thdi, mét phdn mdy

Hay la em goi may trong ao

R3i th cho lan do trdng bay ? ...

(Nguyén Sa)

Nguai doc tho khang nghi la thi sT néi xao ma con khen hay. Su
tudng tirong lam y, ti tho khong hap thuc 12 nhung c6 nhu vay
mdi td duroc cai dep cdi hay cla ta 4o bay va goi ghém su mo mang
lang man.

2) Thuédt k¥ phap cla tho phditrong vé my thuit, phai dep vi tho
1a dep. Tuy vay, dep khdng c6 nghia ta phai bong biy. van hoa.
Pep dén tir ddi trong tho va tinh than cia thisi. Pem cdi thin thai
cda thi tinh vao tho nhu thé ndo d€ ngudi doc ¢ thé cam nhin cai
thin théi &y nhu tdc gid hodc gan gidng nhu tic gid. Nghé thuit sit
dung ngdn ngd, y i phdi hop duoc véi my thudt 1a tai nang cla thi
1.

Gid luwat thuot kéo minh qua ¢6 réi
(Xuén Diéu)
Ch “ludt thudt” tao cho ciu tho nét bdng bdy ma con td duoc
canh dep cia co bay trong gio.
Nguoc lai 18i stt dung chif don gian, tu nhién cling mang lai cai dep
cua thi tinh.
Poi thi dn mét thi nam
Nam mé di Phdt bdn tdng od cuoi ...
(Thdng tay vao cho - Nguyén Ba Trac)

3) Mot yEu t8 khéac ctia thudt ky phdp cla tho la dibc trong sang.
Mic du phai cé dong trong ngdn ngif va tu tuong hoac st dung
- mot loai ky thudt dién dat nao, tho phdi co the cam va hiéu duoc.
D& hi€u khéng ¢é nghia la khong go6i ghém tu trdng thim siu.
Dung 161 d& hidu d@ ghi nhan tu tudng kho hidu ]a nghé thuit cao
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49 cla ngdn ngt. LAmtho ma khéng mudn cho ddc gia hidu thi gi4
tri vé tho phai d4t lai. Vi du, bai tho Quadrille ctia thi si Carlos
Drummond de Andrade, ngdén ng d& hidu ma khéng thiu ¥
twdng vé cudc sdng 14n quin. Nguyén van :

John loved Teresa who loved Raymond

Who loved Mary who loved Jack who loved Lily

Who didn't love anybody.

John went to the United States. Teresa to a convent,
Raymond died in an accident, Mary became an old maid,
Jack committed suicide and Lily married T. Pinto Fernande:z
Who didn? figure into the story. (3)

Thudt ky phdp cta tho 1a k&t tinh cda ca tinh. Ngudi vui vé,
ngudi thim trdm, ngudigido hoat, ngudi hao hung, nguadilap di,
ngudi nghiém trang, van van... s€ ¢6 nhifng thuat k¢ phap khéc
nhau. Chinh ca tinh va tinh thin vé hinh thuc &&y thi si chon lua
mdt loai thudt ky phap thich hop. Kinh nghiém, ki€én thitc va tu
dudng 1a nhiing y€u td trudng thanh cia ca tinh. Thuat ky phap
thanh tuu khi né di®n duoc ca tinh va tinh thin cia thi si vao tho.
B&i vay, nhiéu nguoi k&t ludn tho la ngudi. Tho chinh 1a thi si.

e Mét vai ky thudt trong thudgt ky phap cua tho.
I/ Cach ding chif.
Dém mura goi niem nho
Lanh qua long run run
Nghe mura roi trén mai
Nghe trong ta buon buon.
Doc bdn cau tho cla toi & trén ma thay tai lam tho cda thisi Huy
Céan :
Pém mura lam nhoa khiang gian
Long run thém lanh néi han bao la
Tai nuwong nuoc giot mai nha
Nghe troi ndng ngng, nghe ta budn buon
(Budn dém mua - Huy Can)
1) Mot trong nhiFng k¥ thudt vé ngdn ngi¥ tho, thisidung nhifng
chf trong hinh, trang thanh. Nhifng chit dem dén ddc gid cdm
xtc qua 4m thanh hodc hinh 4nh ma tac gid 43 cam xic.
Nghé thudt néi bong héa tro lao djng
Thdng nao noi nhiéu, thdng ay tay to
(Bai hoc Iom - Cao Thn)
~ Khéng it thi nhidu, ngudi ti nan nao cling gap kho6 khidn véi
ngdén ngdt mdi. Dgoc nhing chif “tro lao ddng™, “tay to” thi mdi
cdm heét cai vdt va cia ddi ti nan hoc ngoai ngit.
St dung nhigu dong tu trong tho, sé lam cho tho d& sdng
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ddng, co sinh khi, linh hoat :
Khéng gian nhur ¢o day to
Buoe di sé dut, déng ho sé tiéu...
(Huy Cén)
Ong trdng ngdn madt ra tréng
May ma khéng thich thi éng khéng cuori ...
(Ngon Cé Bong - Nguyén Ba Trac)
Xt dung nhiéu tinh tut trong tho, s& 1am cho ngudi doc ¢d
nhigu cdm gidc. Ldi tho d& gay tam trang cta ngudi doc gin giii
ngudi viét,
Trong chiéu ndng mdng phai tan
Canh nghiéng ngay xé didu tan duci squ
Téi di lgng mot viing séu
Phédt pho hon moéng biét dau la minh...
(Nhitng chiéu tiéng sung - Hoai Khanh)
Nhing loai tur khac nhu chu tir, dai danh tit, trang tu, lign td
v.v... mdi loai dugc st dung d€ mang cho 161 tho mét sdc thai
rigng. Viduy, lién ttt xuidt hién nhiéu trong tho 1am § tudng duoc
k&t ciu chat ché.
Em bdo anh khong doi
Nhung anh phdi dgi cho
Vi yéu gio yéu mua
Hay la yeu mong doi ?
(Poi cho - D8 Tin)
2) Thisicon su dyng nhifngch® khong thudng dung trong tho,
hodc nhifng ch mdi ia do thi si ghép tiéng Han, tiéng N6m ma
thanh.
| Luu (dn khuyén gidi thip cao
Chua xong ton ly dd dao 1dn leu
(Mua thu trong thi ca - Bli Giang)
Ho#c la ch& “H4n", nhin vit thuong thdy trong tho cla nha vin
Nghiém Xuan Héng.
Trong trrong hop mudn diung nhifng chit véi ¢ nghia dic
biét, tdc gid ap dung 10i chi ghép trong triét hoc
Thién-ha-sw vo-thuong
Cho thé nhan rdu ri !
(Trung Thu [ - Dan Qug)
3) Thi si con sit dung mot chi ¢6 nhiéu nghia khac nhau, tri 6¢
cla d6c gid phai lam viéc mdi thudng ngoan hét tinh tho.
Mai em mai ngu trong nha
Dé mai hai la cho la dom béng
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Mai thanh em phd khi khong
Canh tay myp nit vang khung cifa ngoai
Mai em mai ¢6 mai hoa ...
(Mai ngu trong nha - Cao Péng Khéinh)
I1/ Ngoai cach st dung ngdn tir trong tho, thisicon sit dung cach
dit cau, cach k&t cdu I&i tho. Nhit 1a loai tho mdi véidnh hudng
tho Tay phuong, bai tho ¢6 nhifng hinh thuc ky la. Vi du bai tho
“mua rdo” sdp hinh qua tramcia thi si Nguy&n V§(4). Hién nay 13i
tho luc bat pha thé rit duagc ua dung trén thi dan.
Ba sinh hwong h¥a ¢6 gan
Giti em ddy du
Than
Tam
Y
Loi.
(An Mat - Vign Linh)
L&i a4t nhiing cdu tho dai thanh nhitng doan ngdn nhu trong
tredng ca vé hanh phuc cha thi si Nguyén Tat Nhién hodc trong bai
“Goi em” cua thi si Nguyén Sa :
“M6t budi sang tinh day khéng thday em t6i chay ra cita s6 goi
tén em rat to. Nhiing tiéng kéu thdt thanh vang trén hé phé.
T6i nghi thdm: Néu ¢on lam vua & mot triéu dinh thinh tri thoi
xwaq 101 38 khdng ngai ngdn mdc mi do, cdn dai ra diing gitfa cita
thanh bdt loa moi em vé lam hoang hdu.”
“ (Goi em - Nguyén Sa)
Tho bién héa theo mdbi giai doan, mdi thdi dai, mdi thi si.
Ngbn ngif va hinh thitc tho cling bién héa theo. Nhit 1a khiban vé
thuat ding y va tir tho. Khong co mét gop nhat, nghiéncirundaocod
th€ ligt k& h8t moi trudng hop.

i/ Y va Tu tho.

Ky thuat dung ¥ va tu tho la cd mot thé gigi thién bién van héa
cua thi si. N8u tho 1a sang tao, thi thudtdung ¥ va 11t tho s vé han.
Nhi#ng digu t6i trinh bdy chi Ia phdn nhd trong ¢di tho vo tan.

1) Mot trong thuat chinh y2u 1a st dung nhifng y mai, tu la.
Nhing tu twdng it ai ding hodc chura ai dung vao tho. Néulay da
duoc dung, khi dung lai thi khac hon, mdi hon, virgt i€n céi 43
duoc ndi. Po Ja tinh sang tao cua tho,

Ndm thdng diing tdm gitka troi
Ong budn thi khd, 6ng cueoi thi qué
Bay gio hét cd troi mua
7a nhin ta tdm thdy tro trui doi.
(Nho tdm mua & qué cii - Nguyén Sa)
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Hoic la :
Mdy ¢ linh thiéng qua day 1ao cung
Mot dia x6i ga, may qud cay o
“Pia x6i ga”, “qua cay twoei”, tit tho xoang qua, Nghe nhu ma t6i
noi trong ngay gid ky. Bdi vay thi si Cao Tan mdi dugc doc gi va
chudng vi ong xit dung tit khac 1a hon.
Mady co linh thieng qua ddy rao cung
Mot chdu phim X, mét qud 1dm hoi...
| (Ké tror vé - Cao Tian)
2) Ap dung luan Iy vao tho., Cé nhiéu loat luan 1y khac nhau nhur
tam doan ludn, luéng nghich ludn, lién chau luan, phan dé luan
v.v... Nhung su khac bigt 1a Iy luan trong tho khong cian hop 19.
Tho la sdn pham cta tinh cdm. Ly ludn cta tinh cdm thuong chi
cam dugc, khdng giai thich :
Ngueoi ta bdo me chang hay khoc
Chia gia rai cho con quy: ¢ dau
Chang la con moét ngreoi me hay sdu
Nén tron kiép mdi chang thirong ddm l¢
(Mai Sau - Huy Can)
Mai t6i ra di chdc troi mua
100 chde trod muwa mau
Mura thi puea chde t6i khong buoce véi
Nhung cham thé nao thi cing phdi xa nhau...
( Paris - Nguyén Sa)
3) Ap dung thuat phan tich tam 1y vao tho. Ky thuat nay thurong
thdy trong 16i viet truyén :
Hurong ¢6 chu chim sau ru rt ban mai
lTinlh nghich danh roi mot giot phdn
Pu lam bar cweoi ddi trai gai nguong ngung
Boi réi chira tim ra loi ddu tinh di...
(Mot thoi huvén thoai - Nguyén Mong Gidc)
4) Ap dung tri tudng trong. Tudng tuong 1a ban chit cla tho.
Thi si dung nhing hinh dnh d€ dign dat nhifng trang thai tam tinh
hay nhiFng tu tudng ma 1di 18 thong thudng khé dién gidi. Bit gap
nhifng hinh &nh trén, tri tudng traong cua ddc gid hoat dong 4
cdm nhan diéu thi si mudn trinh bay :
Cd miéng ta trang la trang
Cd long ta vé sé gai hdng nhan
Ta nha ra day mdr nang
(Mob1 miéng trang - Han Mac Td)
Tren thi dan qudc t&, nhi€u thi si ndi tiéng thuong dung hinh
dnh hay hoat cidnh do tri tvrdng trong d8 dien dat tu tirdng nhu
Henri Michaux, Octavio Paz, lulio Cortazar. ltalo Calvino v.v...
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Once upon a time there was a triangle
It had three sides

The fourth it dept hidden

In its burning center.

By day it climbed its tree peaks
And admired its center
At night it rested
In one of its three angles... (3)
, (Prudent Triangle - Vasko Popa)
§) Ap dung su so sanh. Su so sinh cang ¥ vj, sdng déng chirng
nao tho cang dep cang hay chirng niy.
Ndng mura la bénh cua troi
Twong tir la bénh cua t6i yéu nang
(Xuin Digu)
Toi dibng nhw ¢Ot den gdy gap
Va mot con dwong cup dién rat ldu
T6i diing nhur ¢cdn nha nam lhiéa
Va nhifng ngurdi than trén chay voi vang

T6i diing nhu dong song yén lang
Va nhitng canh buom kiét swc lang thang...
(Thién Thu - Nguyén Tat Nhién)
6) Ap dung su lién tudng. Gay mdi trong quan lién hg gitra hai y
d2 goi len ¢ thi ba. Dat mi lien lac tr ¢ nay @& nghi dén § khac.
Them dn mdt chut hoa sim 1im
Va nuét hon em voé trai tim
(Ngon ¢6 bong. Nguyén ba Trac)
Ngiedi con gai do den xoa 10¢ ngdt
Hai cénh tay dai qudn quai hai con tran hién lanh
(Dém - Thanh Tam Tuyén)
So sanh tu né dd diy dd ¥ nghia, nhung thudng sosinh mang
d€n su lign turdng. Nhiéu thi si st dung phdi hgp nhifng kj thuat
vao tho. Vidy, bai tho dudi day 14 10i hén hgp so sanh, lién tudng
va ly luan :
T6i khong du kién nhdn doc hét cudn truyén dai
Vi truyén dai khong thé doc voi va
Nguoi chde cing khéng di kién nhdn yéu 16i
Vi 16i dé chdn hon truyén dai
T6i la mot kich bdn
Trirong thien.
(Phdc Hoa - Nguyén Tit Nhién)
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7) Ap dung su tich hay dién cd. L3i dung nay lim khi thanh khé
hi€u vi n6é d6i héi nguai doc c6 trinh 86 va kién thic vé sur tich hay
dién co.

Minh nhir ca-virot-vii-mon
Nguoc dong nuroe xidi, viedng con da xanh
(Chot thdy tién thdn — Triin Thién Higp)
8) Ap dung su nghich ¥ hodc ddi ¥ d& t6 dam tu tudng hoic tinh
cam mudn trinh bay.
Nita dém ngdi hoi bong
Sao gidu noi buon riéng
Bong trén vao chdn Gm
Ta lén wrong ndm im...
(An Mat - Vién Linh)
9) An §. Thi si chi trinh bay d& ngudi doc tu gidi.
Co ai oai vé hon thdng 16
Nghi kv xem ra chi kém troi
Nwoe rot com bung: bdy qui st
(Oai - Thich Cao Ding)
Thi sitrinh bay cdnh ¢ noi th nguc ¢dng san. Vi minh nhu mot oai
trdng. Nguac lai, ngudi doc cam thurong nhing khé nan ganh
chiu cua tac gia.
Ngay xura, cdc cu ¢ 16i lam tho Tiét Ha, cdu tho ndo ciing bd
[ung nhu bi ngit & cudi d€ ngudi doc doan hidu.
Thuc buc rem chau chot thay ma...
Chdng hay ngiwoi ngoc ¢o hay da...
Nét thu don song hinh nhw thé...
Cung nguyé! quang mdy nhac ngd la... (6)
(V6 Danh)
Nha tho Ha Qudc Huy ket thuc bai tho “Cing hét tang bdng ' bing
ba cdu tho :
Lay me gia toc bac
Con di da bao ngm
Me khong reri ngudng cifa.
Me gia & nguréng cifa, quét nha? lau cda? durng khoi khoi? Khong,
me dirng d cia cho doi con tro vé. Mat trong tha doc tho 13 gidi
doadn nhng diéu thisidé liing lo. Diéu cang kho gidichirng nao thi
cang thd chirng ndy khi tim toi va nhat 1a khi hidu dugce. Truong
hagp “Thign nga phi mink” trong bai “Thu vinh™ cia Nguyén
Khuyen va nha van Quyén Di (7). Khuyét ¢iém cda 18i tho 4n ¥ 14
n€u lam ngu i doc kho khdn qud, ngudidoc d& nan chi. Nén ngudi
doc khong higu thi khéng cdm duge tinh than tac gia.
10) T4 chan. Cdm nhur the nao thi ght nhan lai nhu vay. Khéng
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chai chudt, chi ¢t dem hét diéu da cdm xdc vao tho. L8i nay dé
lam ddc gia tro thanh gdan giii vai tac gia. Tam tinh cua tdc gia dé
cdm dong doc gid. Lai td chan néu khdng ghi nhidn sdu sic d& gay
cho ngurdi doc cam tudng dang doc ca dao, tuc ngF. Uu didm ciia
18i td chan la chat that biéu 16 trong tho va chdt sdng linh hoat néu
sir nhan xét va y tr bén nhon,

Twrong ta nho chi ldm sao

Nay cayv bong gidy bén rao ndm xua

Chdng qua troi 8 con mura

Thi thirong canh mon dong dwa mét minh

(Cao Tan)
Ban phdn vé dém t6i viét tho
Mat may da xoa hét kiéu sa
Suy te con lai trén vdng tran
16i thdy 16i gia, i ngdn ngo...
(Vi Khué)

Thing sau muot hai - nr day nhé
Chung déi - 1w dév nhé lia doi
Em xa la qua - ddu con phdi
16 ciza Hoang xwa T0 cua 16i...
(Vi Hoang Chuong)
It rains on my Friends’ Faces,
On my live Friends' Faces,
Those who cover their heads with a blanket
And i1 rains on my dead Friends’ Faces
Those who are covered by nothing
(Rain on a Battlefield — Yehuda Amichai.) (4)

Trén day 1a mot it khia canh cta k¥ thuat. Tho 1a ¢6i ménh
moéng vo cung. Tho bién hoéa trong tinh thdn sang tao. Vivay, k§
thuat trong thudt ky phap cua tho s& con duqgc céce thisi kham pha
va khai trién. Chua bigt s& vé dau ?

K7y thuat lam tho c¢6 cidn thigt hay khong ?

Vit ma thidu k¥ thuat, van chuong sinh redmra, ¥ tudng dé
16n x6n, d& gy kho hi€u va nham chan. Nhatla khist dung nhifng
thé tho ¢é nhiéu quy luat.

Viét ma chid trong qua nhiéu vé k¥ thuat, vin chrong dé by
mat sinh khi, thin thai tu nhign. K¥ tkuat d&é lam phai mé ¢4 tinh
clia tac gid. KV thuat viét dung d€ phat huy tdm ¢, khong phdi d@
¢an tro.

Tim hiu v& thuit ky phap, ddi vdingudilam tho, 1a a8 gidp
cach dign dat thi tinh va tinh than theo ca tinh. K¥ thuat phdi tiem
nhi®m, An sidu vao tiém thirc, khicdn dién ta to turdng, ky thuat tu
nhién den.
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Ddi véi ngudidoc, tim hiéu vé thuat ky phap 48 thudngthite
tho va tai ning cla thi si. Cang bi€t nhigu vé k¥ thudt thi mutc gidm
thitc vé tho clia ngudi doc cang cao.

Ngu Yén

Ghi chu:

(1) M6t hon tho bi vay khén - Thanh Tam Tuyén. Vdn s 26, trang
15.

(2) ... In the daylight, the blue sky 1ells lies.
While the night mutters the truth, we agre asleep.
And in the morning, we all say we dreamed
(When the wind is strong - Tanikgwa Shuntaro
Transilated by G. Bownas and A. Thwaite.)

(3) Dich: “Roi Idn gqudn.”
Boi Hang yéu Thuy
Nhiurng Thuy véu Tai
Nhung Tai yéu Hueé
Nhieng Hué yéu Lai
Nhurng Lai yéu Lidu
Ma Liéu chdng véu ai.

Hang bo di My

Thuy di tu xa

Tai chét vi tai nan

Hué thanh nguoi to gia

Lai dd nr 1t

Lidu ldy chong 12n Kha

Ngiedi bdt ngo khéng ¢6 trong truyén.
(4) Ky niém vdn thi si hién dai. Bang Ba Lan. Trang 149
(5) T6i thiét ieong khéng cdn phdi dich bai tho nhay ra tiéng Viét.
T6i chl mudn ghi chu Vasko Popa ld mdt nha tho ¢é nhiéu anh
huong hién nay, sit dung nhiéu hinh dnh biéu tirong trong tho.
Nhdt la tac phdm The Liule Box (1970).
(6) Vit Nam Véan hoc sit yéu. Diweong Qudng Ham. Trang 135.

(7) Thién nga phi minh. Quyén Di. Vian Hoc sé | . Trang 18

- (8) Yehuda Amichai, sinh o Diic, ndm 1924, Mgt trong nhifng
ngueoi tiéu bidu cho thi ca Au chdu thudc tricong phdiljch si?. Hién
dang song va day hoc & Jerusalem.
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Hoang Lién
Anh sang va bong toi

CHUONG HAI
DUONG RA BAC

Pogn X: Trén duong mon H6é Chi Minh

Poan nguditiép tuc xuyén rirng sudt mdt ngady hém nay nita.
Lic mat trdi 43 1an sau may ngon nii cao, va bong tdi bt ddu phi
xudng khu ritng gia, ching téi ngirng lai & lung mét ngon ddi thoai
thodi. Dudi tdn cdy ram rap, 4n hig¢n may choi tranh nhé. Nhung
trai vai su cho doi cia chung t6i, Thudn khong déan toan h¥ hanh
mét méi vao nhifng cin nha thap le tée ay, ma dua chung toi d€n
mot khodng ddt trdng 18 nhd may u dat:

— Pém nay, chung ta phdi ngi trong hAm. Vung nay, ching
ndé ném bom ac ligt 1dm.

Trong bong hoang hén md nhat, tirng ngudi mot, do dam moi
budc chian, ching téi chui vao migng ham dao sau vao long dit.
Mot ngudi bd ddi bim den pin, rit mat sgi day cao su, bat Iua dot
lén, roi nhen mét ddng 14 kho:

'— Cac anh tranh thd an nhanh di, rdi ngua luén o trong nay.

"Chiing t6i bj don vao cudi can hdm chét chéi, d€ danh phia
ngoai cho can bd va bd d0i. Trong &nh lda chap chon, Thudn
khom ngudi, budc vad quan sit cin hdm:

— Khéng 4t chd d8 méic vdng. Cac anh khic phuyc, ngi tam
mot dém vay.

Loi dung anh lira, ching téi voi vang nudt nAm com vat cham
véi mdt nhim mudi virng boc trong mét ngon 14, hdp mdt ngum
nudc, roi ngd lung trén16p 14 kho ai d4 trai tir bao gid. Khong khi
tu him cda cin hdm nhu déngdac lai, de nang lén nguc, lamchond
khé thd. Trong khong gian ngdt ngat 4y, mui nudc tiéu xong l&n
ndng niac. Ngon ltta mong manh d3 tan, nhung khoi con donglai,
quanh quén ¢ trong hdm. Va khidam ltta tathan, thidan mudi bit
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d&u hoat ddng. Chiing nhigu vo k&, duva tay ra quo 14 bit duoc.

Ndm an ngf ngoai miéng him, miy ngudi bo ddi 1dy 14 cay
quat lja lja d€ xua dudi nhing bdy mudi dang vo ve lién tuc tdn
cong. MOt giong ndi vang 1én, tirc gidn:

— Me kiép midy thdng My! Ci tao ra khd khan hoai!

B6 ddi suy nghi nhu vay vi ho duagc gidi thich rdng cudc chign
tranh nay do d8 qudc M¥ gdy ra, va ho dangchién diu dé bdo vé dit
nudc, chdng xam ling. Ho dugc tuyén truyén rdng ho hanh quin
vao mién Nam vdéi muyc dich gidi phong mdt nita giang son khoi
ach a6 hd cia d2 qudc va ho phai chju dung cudc chién tranh nay.
Mot ngu o khac dap lai:

— Ciing chdng di d&n dau!

D6 1a ludn didu quen thudc: ngoal mit, cin bd, b ddi ludn
ludn té ra xem thuong kha ndng quan sy cia ddi phuong.

Chiing t6i ndm sat nhau, bat ddng. Co 1€ ai clingdang co ging
xdc dinh vj tri clia tram dirng chan nay. Mot 1dc sau, Loc thithdm:

— Vung nay thudc quin Vinh Linh, va ching ta ti#n gin d&n
vi tuyén 17. To6i nghi rdng anh nhéan xét dung, vi anh d3 tirng gi
chic Pho tinh trudng Quang Tri:

— Thuan cho biét, vi 1y do an ninh, k& tir ddy, khong theé di
chuyén vao ban ngay duoc nifa.

— Di dém thi vat va 4m.

— Nhung ¢o6 18 dugc an toan hon,

— Ciing chua chéic!

Trong can ham am khoi va hoi ham, chung t6i mo mang nita
thitc nita ngl, bdng nghe nhifng dot tiéng dong &m dm tur xa cudn
cudn ddilainhu tigng song bién gdm d ¥ doi. My ngudi bd ddibdo
nhau rdt vao phia trong ham. Tiéng may bay rit 18n treng khdng
gian mdilic mot gin hon, r6i mdt loat ti€ngnd lam rung chuyén c3
khu ritng. Ciy 48 ao ao, tditadp. Cin hdmnhu chao ddo, liclu. Cé
|2 bom nd gan 14m; ngdi trong hdm, ching t&i van cdm thiy ap luc
cia khong khi bj dén ép. Ldn ddu tién, mét cach cy thé, chingtdiy
thitc dugc cuong dd cta cudcchi€n tranh. Toi nhin vao chiéc ddng
hé da quang: 3 gio sang. Trong tinh trang cang thdng giffa hai dot
bom, tiéng noéi cua Hién nghe lac han di:

— Céac anh cir ngdi yén, va khoéng duoc ra khéi hdm, nédu
khong ¢é 1énh. Chua hét dau, thé nao ciing con dot khac nita.

Ngoi bé gdi co ro trong bong tdi day dac, tdl cam thay hoi
lanh tir long dat tham dén vao co thé, vanhd lai nhiFng cautho mo
ta ndi lanh 120 cé don cla nhing thi hai ndm trong nhi¥ng ¢d quan
tai chon sdu dudi dat. Nhung khong hidu sao, ¥ nghi vé sur chét chi
thodng qua tam tri trong mdt gidy phit ngén ngli, mic du t6i biét
rdng can hidm nay khdng du chic chin d& bio v& chung to61 mot
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cach hifu hiéu. Chét tan x4c tai noi trii An nay, thi moi dau khd s&
chdm ditt, nhung chét vi bom dan ctia quin dji ddng minh thithat
chua x6t... Va téi linh ¢dm rdng chua d&én luc téi riil duoc nhifng
I&p bui phii phang ctia cudc song luu day.

Trong khong khi y&n tinh la thudng sau nhi¥ng tan pha va 44
v{ tan tanh, chung t61 chd doi1 mdt dot khdng tdp khiac, mét su
chd doicang thing véicam gide rd rét 1a minh bt lue trudcetaihoa
do vii khi tdi tin gieo rAc. Nhung khong mét tidng dong co ndo,
khéng mot tieng nd ndo tir xa déi fai. Trong su ving langcua rirng
thim, may tiéng ga gay ddu ddy vong v& cin ham nghe rd mén mot:
nhifng am thanh 4m tc, bj d6n ép va nhu be thc trong c8 hong.
Mot con ga khac gay ti€p, trong khi tiéng cua Hién vang lén:

— Chi ¢6 bay nhiéu thdi! Stte manh cua khong luc Hoa Ky chi
dén th&. Ching lam gi duoc ai.

Anh sang yéu ¢t cia mdt budi sang hé lang 18 lot vao miéng
ham, nhung chrra ai dam budc ra ngoai d€ thoat khdi biu khéng
khi ngdt thé cua cin hdm do day. Moi ngudi im lang dgi chd.
Riéng t61, tién doan nhifng noi bat trdc ma chung tdi s& gap trén
budc duong luu day vé sau nay, va nghi d€n nhing phurong thic
4381 pho. Mai dén 7 gid, hai ngudi bd d6i mailo ddu ra nghe ngdng
roi chui ra khoi him. Khodng mdt gio sau, ho tro lai vor mdt soong
com va midy miéng c4 kho. Dac bidt, ngudi phuy bép bigu Weaver
vai mai mit. Ving nay ndi tiéng la mét noi tréng nhiéu mit va che.
Weaver gat gu:

— Lin dau tién, téi duoc an loai trai cay nay. Ngon ldm. Mui
vi khong khac pho mat. |

Khong bigt anh khen thédt hay khen xa giao, nhung t6i phai

vat vd gidi thich, cic by ddi mdi hi€u cheese la mon an gi.
*

* &

T& mot 101 mon, ching tdi ré ra mdt con dudng lén udn khic
quanh co dudi chdn nhitng ngon nii cao chay dai d&n tan chidn
troi, ben canh nhifng vire siu thim thdm. Quangcinh khoang dat:
tdim mé&t khong bj han ch& bdi nhifnglim cdy san sat. Trong bong
chiéu dang nga din, hai bén duong, nhing cay dai thu trui la, kho
dét nhu nhitng bd xrong thu khong 16 thoi tién sif, ditng sitng trén
nén troi xam vdi nhifng nét quin guai dau throng goi nho dén
mot birc tranh ctia hoa si Van Gogh. Bi nhiém hoachatlamrungla,
cdy 43 chét kho. Do ddy, ben phai, bén trai con durdng. rdi rac
nhitng hd bom hinh ndn, rdng va sau, cling mgdt c¢& nhu nhau, déu
didn nhu ¢ ai cit xén. Dudi ddy hd, nudce dong duc ngiu. Gio
manh ndi 1&n. thdi tung nhing dam buyi bay mu mjt. Chang toi
dang budc vao khungcanh chién trudong véinhiing tan phadi dos
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cua nhing k¥ thuat tan ky.

Ngoi bét xudng mat dat, L.oc ghe mat vao tai toi

— Péay la con dudng mon Hé Chi Minh.

— R&i nghe hoac thdy quan xa chay s& biét.

Hoang hon xudng din, va trong khdng gian khé rao. con gid
lanh tit thung ling dua vé tigng kéu lac 16ng va ghe ron clia loaiac
diéu tim méi. Anh T dudi thdng hai chdn, ndn bop diu gdi, roi
ngd ngudi, tua minh vao mdt phién da 16n:

— Khéng biét dém nay sé nga lai d dau. Xung quanhday toan
la nui ca.

— Neu d&m nay khongdidugc. dinh ngd ngoai trdi vay. May
ma khong mua,

Chung t6i dang chia nhau hdp nude cudi cung con dong lai
trong bi déng thi chot nghe tiéng ddong co xe hoi vdng lai méi lac
modt gan: mdét doan quan xa xuat hién, tit ttr bo 1énconddcdai. Pa
101 sam, ma tai Xé chi ma den cot mo maé, vira dd chidu ra mot vét
sang dai khoang 4 thurdc dé lot anh sang ra ngoai. Poan xe dd lai
trén bai dat trong dang trude mat chung téi. Xe nao cling duwoc
nguy trang k¥ ludng: cdnh |4 con teoi phit kin khoang xc¢ & phia
sau, va o phia trude, 1a cy duoc trdi déu trén mot cdidan bing tre
che kin tur chd ngudi ngdi lai cho dén heét miii xe. Bd ddi goi dua 46
ta dan mudp. Khong thé doan bigét xe chd nhiing gi.

May ngirdi tai X2 va ap tdi hdp tap nhay xudng xe. gianh nhau
cai digu cay, chdm dém hdt thude lao lién tyc. Mdt ngudi trong
bon ho bdng la tén:

— Can than hia day! N6 phat hién ra la chét ca nut.

“*No6” la nhing chigc mdy bay OV10 ma may ngay vira qua,
ching téi thay luon doc theo cac con duong, cac nhanh song, nhu
theo d6i mai chiang toi. Pac biét nguy hiém la khi, & noi trong trai,
doan ngir¢ri dang sang séng, chdm rdi d8m titng bude mdt trén mot
than cdy treo chim dudi mit nudc, tay vin vdo mot soi day cing
ngang tu bo bén nay qua bo bén kia. Ban dem, chung tha nhitng
hoa chau xuéng. Nhiing chiéc hda chiu sdng ruc dong dua trong
khong trung, ta tir roi xudng dat, soi roé ¢a2 mét vung rong lon, lam
cho Viét Cong kho ma che gidu nhiing hoat déng quan sy cla ho
trén mat dat. Ho rat sg loai may bay tham thinh nay. nhung vin
néi ciing, va goi chung 1a OV mu. ngu ¥ chung khéng nhin thay
nhifng gi ma ho mudn che giau.

Thudn va Hién dan ching t6i den mat chigc cam nhéng con
trong chd, bitt bdt canh 14 nguy trang xudng dat, va bdo ching tbi
1&n xe. Tay van bj troi. chiing toi niu vao héng xe, chAndat [én banh
xe d€ idy da, roi treo 1€n. ngdi bét xudng san, gifa nhing phuy
xang. Chang toi ¢0 gdng thu xepchd ngoi cho duoc thuan tign trén
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san xe tron udt ldy lua nhitng diu m& va nhifng phuy xidng dé
ngdn ngang. Nhung chd doi mii vin chua thayco [énh khdi hanh.
Weaver buc tirc nhan xét:

— Quin ddi ¢ nudc nao ciing viy: ho roi rit gtuc chung ta, roi
b4t ching ta dai.

Nita dua nida thue, t6i dap:

— €4 I Viét Cong mudn tap cho ching ta ¢6 tinh kién nhén,
vi kien nhan la mét dtrc tinh cidn thigt cho cudc sﬁng lao tu.

Hién va miy ngudi bd dbi lén xe, va mdt lic sau, doan xe
chuy€n banh, tir ttr vugt con dudng dat gé ghé, ddy nhiing § ga.
Chigc quan xa l4c manh, chdm [n, tut xudng, x6 ddy nhing phuy
xdng vao ngudi, va nhu mudn hit chiang tdi ra ngoai, Chdng toi
mét 14, diu choang vang, ngoi khong vitng, va budn ndn. Pém 43
bt diu lanh, nhuirng md hdi cif v ra. Nhu the nay, thidibd 46 mét
hon. Téi nhdm mit, ciu mong cho xe bj hong d€ duac ngirng lai
mdt lic. Nhung sau vét anh sang 10 mu cta dén cot, nhifng chiée
quan xa ndi dudi nhau leo doc, 46 ddc, lc lu truon di trong dém
tdi.

Khodng mot gid sau, chung téi bdng nghe tiéng sting nd &
phia truéc. Poan cong-voa dirng lai. Thudn nhdy xudng d3t:

— Duong bj nghén réi!

Tieng stng vita r6i bao hiéu duong bj bom, khong st dung
dugc. Ching t6i ngéi yén, chd dai. Nhirng ngon dén cot 43 t4t.
Trong bong dém, can bo, bo 301 voi va xudng xe, lai tranh nhau
chiéc diéu cay:

— Thé nao chdng ¢ bom bi, bom nd cham.

— Liéu ¢6 phai ngu déem ta) day khong?

Ho khong noi 16 ra, nhung ai ciing hidurdng ho rdt so cacloai
bom nguy hiém ay. Thudn chay dimot lic, réi trd lai trdn an chang
to1:

— Khéng phadi do1 lau ddu. Pam Thanh Nien Xung Phong
lam viéc tich cuc ldm.

Doc theo con dudng mon H6 Chi Minh, rai ric c6 nhiing
tram cdng binh chuyén trach viéc stta chifa dudng sa sau mdi dot
bom. Thanh Niégn Xung Phong cong tic vdi cong binh. Khicdn
dén, ho duoc diéu dong dén tai chd d€ dao dit, 1ay ddt 46 vao cac
hd bom, nén lai cho chat, hoac nédnlai nhifng doan dudng b sut 1a.
Nhung nhifng phi cong My — ma Viét Cong goi la “giac lai” —
hinh nhu ¢o ¥ chon nhitng noi khé sita chifa nhat € ném bom. Ho
thudng pha hoai nhifng quing duong cheo leo bén vuc thim, lam
cho dudng 16 va sut thap hin xudong. Khinhan thay khéngbdiddp
lai duoc, cAc todan cong binh phdi mo mot con dudng vong khac dé
quan xa co thé xit dung kip thoi. Cho nén con dudng mon chign



Van Hoc 196

lurge nay, trudc het, khong phai la mét con dudng mon nhd hep,
ma kha rong lon, va khong phdi 1a mét con 16 duy nhat, ma co
nhi€u chi nhanh ndi lién nhau.

To1 nhin Ign phia trude. Trong dém toi, dudi anh sao md
md..., nhifng béng nguadi rén rip lao dong. Tiéng cudc xéng, titng
45 dat, tigng chan ngudi budc thinh thich, ti€ng goi nhau, quat
thdo, tao nén mat khéng khi khdn truong.Céng binh va Thanh
Nign Xung Phong c6 nhi¢m vy, nhu Vigt Cong thudng ndi, “gidi
phdong” sinh 1§ nay cang sém cang tdt. Lau lau, chiung té6i nhin 18n
bau troi ddy sao, va ldng nghe cic titngddng: aiciing thdp thdm so
may bay oanh tac sg tr¢ lai dia di€m nay. Nhung nhing ngdi sao
vin lanh lung lap lanh nhu mia mai cac hoat ddng ctia nhiEng con
ngudi dang tranh chap v&i nhau. Véi nhitng phurong tign tdi tin
mang tir bén kia bé Thai Binh Duong qua, mot bén thi hanh mét
k& hoach phd hoai ¢é tinh cach khoa hoc d2 ngin chin s xam
nhdp cta nhan luc va vat lirc; mot bén dung sic ngudi va nhifng
dung cy thé so d€ han gdn nhing vu pha hoaidy, hiutiép tuc cudc
xam nhap. Doi v ca hai bén, cong trinh Penelope dy dén bao gic
s¢ cham diit? Tinh chat kién tri da tréd thanh mot yéutd cin thidt va
guan trong cta cudc chién tranh.

May ngudi bd d6i ngdi bén dudng nghi ngoi va néi chuyén
vat. Ho khdng ¢6 nhiém vu sira dudng, va ho ciing khéng dn tiép
tay giup d6 dam cong binh. Gita nhifng cdu dua nghich, mot
ngudi pha 1&n curdi ho hd. Mot giongnéicd lamra vé nghiemtrang
vong ién:

— Cudi khé chit! May bay n6 nghe duoc thi khon!

Dinhién, d6 chi la mét cdu noidieu cot, nhungné md td dugce
mot tam trang: ho by may bay dmanh, va luén luébn nomndp lo so
d6i phuong phat hién nhiing hoat déng cda ho.

Gifa nhi¥ng 4m thanh hén d6n, bong do6i 18n mot tiéng nd
chat chua: d6 la tigng sing bao hidu dudng da théng. Moi ngudi
voi vang tro laivi trici. Pén pin ldp loé soi saing burde chan di. Mot
|&p giay bong mau d6 ddm boc mat den d€ giam bét cirdng 49, thé
ma ho khdng dam ban d&n lau, chi cho dén chép chép nhu nhifng
con dom dém I t.

Doan quan xa lai i ach trudn Ign con doc dai. Gio hdt hiu gay
gay lanh. Dém 42 vé khuya, ma chung t6i khong biet tua diu vao
ddu d€ chop mit mét lat. Thudn va may nguoi bo doi, mét mai,
ciing khéng rém ra chuyén tro nifa...

S
* %

Pen gin sang, doan xe ngiing lai & ven mat khu ning. O day
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khong cé nhiing cay ldn cao ngit va ram rap, ma chi co nhing
khom tre mec san sat nhau. Pat khéng dé ma vang nhat, toira dé
dang dudi budc chian. Day khong phai la mdt khu binh nguyén,
hay mot thung liing, vi d6i ndi van ndi ti€p nhau, va bén canh bii
ditng chan, mgt dong sudi nheé chdy rdc rich. Nhung quang canh
khac hdn nhitng viing son 1Am ma ching t6i da di qua tit may hom
nay: chi ¢0 tre, nhitng bui treday dic, ngoai ra, lac dac vailoai thao
modc khac.

Nhady xudng dit, diing theo déi nhing chigc xe lin luat dd
cach xa nhau trong khu ring rdm va dugc canh I che kin, ching
t6i lai nhin nhau nhu-mudn ho;

— Pay la vung nao?

Nhin k¥ dam co6 dudi chan, thay ¢é nhiéu v&t banh xe. Co |2
day 1a mot dia didm dung chan kin dao va thudn tién trén con
durdang tigp 1€ lwrong thue va chuyén van vii khi, va chic tram giao
lién, tiep van ciing gan dau ddy. Ching t6i dang nhan xét va tim
hiu thi Thudn budc lai gén:

— Cacanh co mét khéng? Didugngtrong hoancanh higntaj,
thi nhat dinh phai vat va. Dugcan tean la quy nhat. Chingta sé ¢
lai day. co 18 het ngay hom nay. Cac anh vao phia trong chut nita,
canh bo sudl, chon chd méic vang.

May ngudi bd d6i da nhanh chéng bd tri & phia ngoai bia
rimg. Ho xudng sudi rifa rdy, réi treo vong ndm. Con sémqud, ho
chura chuin bj ndu an. Ching toi cling thu x€p chd nim dé ngh}
ngot sau mot dém mét nhoc va mat nga. Thudn gitip Weaver treo
vOong vi anh loay hoay mai khéng budc dugcday vao gdc cay. Toi
nhd Thudn dot mot digu thude:

— Pi xe bi din nhiéu, nhung duoc nhanh. Co 18 chung ta da
vuot qua vi tuyén 17,

- Chua d¢3u. Cacanh khdng bigt 4? Toi hém qua ching ta di
doc theo deéo Lao Bdo, va hién dang ¢ trén dat Lio.

Toi doan co I8 vily do anninh, doan xe phditheo doanduong
ay.

Ndng d3 [én, 1dp lanh trén nhing ngon tre dong dura theo lan
gi6 sdm. Nim trén vong, dudi bong cdy, ldng nghe tieng sudi thi
thdm trong budi sang yén tinh va mat mé, t6i ¢6 cdm nréng dang
song mdt ngay thanh binh, xa hdn nhitng séi ddng cla chién
truong. Toi nhin qua Weaver: gdi diu trén hai ban tay chép lai,
anh binh thdn nhin I&n nén troi, qua nhing canh tre dan chdng
chit. To61 goi anh:

— Anh ¢6 mét khong? Co6 budn ngi khong?

— Mat 1dm! Téi chuwa bao gio phai di chuygn trén mét con
duong to1 té nhuw thé nay.

— Chinh B52 4a lam cho con dudng xau hon, t6i néi dia.
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Anh co thé cho bitt cAm tudng sau may ngiy dudng vira qua
khong?

— Nhur td1 @2 ndi vori anh, k& hoach oanh tac cua khdéng quan
M7V la mét mdide doa thudng xuyén déi vaichingta. Ngoaira, toi
nghi rdng sau mat thdi gian sdng kham kho. thieu thudce men, sirc
d& khang trong co thé ching ta gidm sut, chiing ta dé nhudm bénh
lAm.

T6i nghi rang, doi vdi anh, ciing nhur d8i vii ¢ac anh T, Loc
va toi, cai ch&t ddt ngdt cua Godwin con la moét am anh chua xua
dudi drroc. Anh Tit dang lim dim cap mdt voi ddi mi ndng triu,
nghe t61 noi chuyén vdi Weaver. vut diing Ién, dén gin:

— Pi xe nhu thé ndy mii e chdt mat!

T61 tréeu anh mdt cau:

— Hom kia, anh mong duoc di xe...
— Thi ai ¢6 ngo...

— T nay tré di, chung minh ¢on gap nhiéu chuyén bat ngd
nita,

— Pbéng v. Vi chang minh cin nhan dinh sir viée cho sat vai
thue 18 moi; chdng han di xe vat vd hon di bo.

Khong ai khai tri#n them ¥ nghi cia minh, nhungaiciing cdm
thay rdng. trén mién Bac, cac danh tir, su kién, thdi d6. quan
niém... d8u phdi duoc nhan thitc dudi mot nhan quan khac hdn
voi nhan guan ¢d hiu.

MAat tréi di lén cao; anh ndng len 161 qua canh 14, di#mnhing
chdm vang tuwoi trén bdi ¢é non. M1 ngudicd tim gidc ngu dg \ay
lai sirc khoé. Anh Ldc ap chifcnon léenmat, thin hinh manh khanh
ot hdn vao gitfa chigc vong ny-l6ng. La mot ngudi thude hoang
tdc nha Npuyén, ¢o I8 anh khéng ngd ¢d ngay theo dau budce chan
vua Ham Nghi lvu lac qua Lao trong ¢d gdng cudi cling cia cudc
khang chign chong Phap cia Nguyén triéu. Mj ving Tay Béc tinh
Quang Trj nay qua c¢6 tinh cach chién lugc. Cua la dia $18m duoc
vua Tu Pic hra chon 8 xaythanh Tan S&. hau lam hiau thuincho
kinh d6, va lam thdi d¢ st dung nhir mdtcancir rit lui va tip trung
Iuc rong a2 118p tue cude khang chidn, van nhat Hug that tha. Va
cd ngay nay nifa. Khe Sanh 1a mot vi trinong bong, trung tdm diém
clia cudc tranh chap gitta Viet Cong va chung1a @ phia Nam viing
phi quan sur.

T6i khong ngld duoc, ndm nghe tieng sudi chdy khdng ngirng
trén manh dat lap nghiép ddu tién cta Chta Pang Trong, nho dén
ngudi Xua, va nhing giai doan ljch sit dau thurong trong d6 dan
tdc bj chia rz. nbat 1a thoi k¥ phan tranh Bac Nam dai ddng gita
hai ho Trinh. Nguyén. Thong nhat va doc lap, muc tieutdihjucla
din toc, den bao pid moi dat duoc?
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Suy nghi mi¢n man, tdi lai wdc mo c6 mat to bao, mét cudn
sach a8 doc. Tt sdu thang nay, toi khong c6 1dy mdt dong chi¥ in
nao dudi mat, POi vai mdt nguoi cd thoi quen hoc hoi, do 1a mot
thit thoi Ién. Toi co cdm tuong chua x6t va rd rg¢t rAdng minh da
trd thanh lac hdu. Co sdng trong hoan canh dac biét ctia chung toi
mdi nhidn thdy rdng nh¥ng moén an tinh than, ddi vdi tri 6c, ciing
cin thiét nhu nhi¥ng mon 4n vat chat ddi vaico thé, diéu ma trong
cudc sdng binh thudng tran ngip nhidng sach bao va nhing
phuong tién truyén théng khic, ta it khi y thic mdt cach sau séc.
(con tigp k¥ sau)

COIFFURE D ° ART

UON TOC & HOT TOC

SAN SOC MAI ngc
VA DA MAT CHO CAC BAN
VA GIA DINH BAN

14798 Buildamerica Dr ( RT 1 )
Woodbridge VA, 22 191
( gdn Woodbridge Nissan )

Phone : 491. 7788
Gior lam viéec :
Tk thit hai dén thu sau : 10 AM — 8 PM
Thii by : 8 AM — 5 PM
Chu nhat : 10 AM — 2 PM
PEN TIEM HAY LAY HEN TRUGC
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Hop thu toa soan

BAI NHAN DUQC TRONG THANG

Chuong 12 Anh sang va bong tdictia HL; Hug, Mt lan, Gaichut
bui qué nha trudc gio rong rudi, tho NDBN; Kiép xura, tho HST;
VAy ma cling 44 xong ba nam , tho NBS; Nudc chay xudi, Ngdm
sa0, Nudc duc bui trong, truyén cia MKN; Vui dap, truyén LDC;
Bén kia ritng, truyén NN D; Cai nha trong mdt cai nha, truyén coa
PTN; Vg MY, truyén cua HD; Giang sinh cua nguoi gia, Cau
chuyén mot gid, truyén dich cia LDL; C6i tinh traim nam, tho
PTD; Tigng Viét, mdt trong 40 ngdn ngif quan trong trén the gidi,
tin viin hoa ciia Gs ND H; Sinh hoat vin nghg LV; Mot quy€n sach,
cOng trinh ctia mdt thanh phd, tin cia HL; Truyén ngin NVS:
Poan du ca con sao, Budc chan chim...truyén NTNL.

Tran trongcam ta qui ban, cicbaisédang, ching tdi sé lién lac
vOi tac gid bing thu riéng, hoic loan tnrdc trén hop thu nay d€ qui
ban khdi giti cho bao khac.

NHAN TIN QUI VAN HO'U VE SO TET

S0 Téet tap chi Van Hoc nam nay sé ra vao dauthiang 1.1987.
Xin qui ban giti bai & Tét trude ngay 10.12.1986 dé toa soan kip
théi chufin bj s6 Van Hoc Tét Pinh Mao 1987 cho duroc chu ddo.

SACH MO NHAN DUQC TRONG THANG

Toa soan Van Hoc nhan duoc cac tac phAm mdi sau day do
nha xuit bdn va tac gid gui tang :
* Vietnamese Short Stories, tip truyén ngdn Thach Lam, Khai
Hurng, Nhat Linh, Nguyén thj Vinh, V3 Phign, Binh Nguyén Loc,
Duyén Anh, Nha Ca, Lé Tat Diéu, Nhat Tién, do James Banerian
dich sang Anh ngit, v&i loi gidi thigu cta gido su Nguyén Dinh-
Hoa , sich day 162 trang, gia 8.00 MK. Di c6 bay ban ¢ céc higu
sach.
* Mér ngay 1atr dén, tap nhac cua Khuc Lan, do Phong trao Hung
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Ca Viét Nam xudt ban, 1¢i tua cia Ha Thuc Sinh, gdm 36 ca khic,
phu bdn tranh V6 Dinh va Lé Tai Dién. Gia 5.00 MK. Mudn mua
xin lién lac : Khuc Lan, 11661 Gary St, Garden Grove, CA, 92640
USA.

* Hoi the Vier Nam, tap tho cua Ludn Hoan, Song Thu va Nhan
Van xudt ban, gom 40 bai tho , bia cnia Nghidu Dé. Day 100 trang.
Gia 6.00 MK. Dia chi lién lac : Le ngoc Chdu, 4655 Bourret # 21 .
Montreal PQ H3W IK9. Canada.

* Mat t6ng va Kinh Pai thita, cia Tinh Lién Nghiém xudn Hong,
Uc Trai xuat ban, tieu luan vé Kim cang thita, day 316 trang. Gia
12.00 MK. Piachinha Uc Trai: 3542 Pine Creek DrSan Jose, CA,
USA, 95131.

¥ Thi hitu bon phuong voi Bde Cuoc, tap tho quay roneo lwu
niém clia tac gid , xudt ban & Houston. Khong bén.

* Mau ¢d ua, titu thuyet cia Nguyén ngoc Ngan, Chiéu Duong
xuat ban tai Ucdailagl, Lang Van phat hanh tai My va Canada. Gia
9.00 MK, hién ¢6 ban tai cac hiéu sach.

* Phdn Buwom , tiéu thuyet cua HS Truwong An, Lang Van xuat
ban. Sach in dep, hién cé ban tai cac hiéu sach. Gia 12.00 MK.
* Mua Bién Péng tap 3 cua Nguvén mong Gide, tip thir ba trong
bd trirdng thién ti8u thuyét Mia Bién Dong, do Van Nghé xuit
ban. Sach day 346 trang. Gia 12.00 MK.

* Mia Bién Pong bé | gdm 3 cudnda xuit bindéong chung, day tat
ca 770 trang. Sach d6ng bd han che chi danh ban riengcho cac ban
choi sach mua qua buu dién. Gia 25.00 MK. Lién lac vdi dia chi
nha xuit ban Vin Nghé : PO Box 2301 Westminster, Ca, USA,
92683.

* Hai nweei ndm van hoe Mién Nam 54-75, bién khao cia Vé
Phién, Van Ngheé xudt bdn. Day 370 trang. Gia 13.00 MK.

* Ky thdc, tap truyén cua Binh Nguyén Ldc, Van Nghé xuiat ban,
day 160 trang. Gia 7.00 MK.

CAO L.OI

Vi bai v& s0 bao nay qua nhiéu vuaotquasdtrangdu tinh, nén
Vin Hoc s0 8 & 9 tam hodn muc thuong xuyén £ iémsdch va Thoi
sy van hoc nghé thugdt lai mot ky.

Ca hai bai du dinh ding trén sd nay cudicung ciing phai gac
lat sO sau la ;

Day tiéng Viét theo phuong phap ty nhién ciia Pham van Hai,

Thoang may truyén ngin cta Ho dinh Nghiem,

Tran trong cdo 15i cling qui ban doc vacac van hifuda ¢o long
U ai gid tin va bai vé. Mot 58 sach hen di€m trén so nay ciing xin
khat lai sd sau, thing {1.1986.
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NHA XUAT BAN VAN NGHE

P O Box 230]
Westminster, CA USA. 92683
Phone : (714) 838 8432

NHONG SACH NHA XUAT BAN VAN NGHE
XUAT BAN VA PHAT HANH

* Doi viét van cua toi
cua Nguyén Hien Lé. Day 280 trang.  Gia 10.00 MK
Neoar Hoa Ky them 200 MA

* Tuy But 1
cua V3 Phign. Day 340 trang. Gia 12.00MK
Ngoai Hoa Ky them 2.00 MK

* Mua Bien Pong tap 3.
cia Nguyén Mong Giac. Day 346 trang. Gia 12.00 MK
Negoai Hoa Ky them 2.00 MK
* Nhirng Pgt Song Negdm
ttic Mua Bién Pong tap | cua Nguyén Mang Gidc. tai
ban lan thit nhat. Day 180 trang. Gia .00 MK
Ngoai Hoa Ky théem .00 MK
* Bao Ndi
titc Maa Bi¢n P)ong tap 2 cia Nguyén Méng Giac. Day
246 trang. Tai ban lan thi nhat. Gia 9.00 MK
Ngoai Hoa Ky thém 1.00 MK
* Neya Ndn Chan Bon §
tAp truyén ngdn cua Nguyén Mdng Giac. Tai ban lin thit
hai. Day 202 trang. Gia 8.50 MK
Ngoar Hoa Kyv thém [.00 MK
* Hai muoi nam van hoc Mién Nam
Bien khao cua V6 Phign. Day 370 trang. Gia 13.00 MK
Ngoar Hoa Ky thém 2.00 MK
* Ky Thac. Tap truyen coa Binh Nguyén Loc, Day 160 trang.
Gia 7.00 MK
Ngoai Hoa Ky theéem [1.O0 MK
Negan, chi-phiéu xin dé Van Nghé
(ngoai Hoa KV xin gt hdng inmternational monev order)
Thie v lién dac xin giéi vé Ong V6 Thang Tiét




Van Hoe 203
VAN PHONG LUAT SU

STUART BARASCH

Van phong Los Angeles
304 S Broadway St # 534
Los Angeles, CA, 90013
(Goc Broadway va dwong sé 3rd, Downtown)

(213 ) 621. 7622

Mo ciéta cudi tudn theo hen

Vin phong Garden Grove
9872 Chapman Ave, Suite 200
Garden Grove, CA, 92 641
( Goc Chapman va Brookhurst )

(714 ) 537. 8771

Chung toi mo cika ngay thir Bdy

DU BAN CO HAY KHONG CO BAO HIEM
KHI CO TAI NAN XAY RA
Xin vui long goi Ba

THUONG NGUYEN BARASCH

(213) 621 7622* PHY TA * (714) 537 8771

BAN SE PUQC HUOGNG DAN MIEN PHI VA
HUONG DAN TAN TINH VE PHUONG DIEN
PHAP LY.

CHUYEN TRACH

Hinh lugt : Say rieou lai xe * DPanh lon * Dd thirong *
An mang * Trém cdp * Gian lgn *

H¢ lu@t : Tranh tung gia dinh : Ly hén, Ly than Nudi
dudng con cai, Phan chia tai sdn

Tainagn: Xe cé* May bay * Nghé nghiép * Bj thurong
Heh vi treot te...

Immigration : Nhdp tjch, thé xanh, di tru tur dé tam
qudc gia. |
Phuc vu tan tdm va hoan toan duoc su tin |
nhiém cta than chi Hoa Ky ciing nhu A déng

* Chung t6i chl nhdn tha lao khi duoe bdi thieong cac 1ai nan

* Dgc hiet dong hae o Florida, San Diego, va ngoai L. A
County xin goi Collect.
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AUTO CENTER

1610 N. Fairview St. Santa Ana, CA 92706
(GOc Westminster va Fairview)

(714) 554-2314

LAM DONG - SON
SUA CHUA VA BAN TAT CA CAC LOAI XE

Dac biét lAm mdy xdng, diu, Tune-up
Lam thaing - Rebuild hdp s6 - Carburator

MG cua tr 7 gid sdng dén 7 gid chidu
Chu nhat t0 7 gid sang dén 12 gid trua

Bae Si .
VUONG DUCHAU.

M.D, FA.C.0.G
Bm-audmrlmMH
etries and Gynevology

CHUYEN MON cHUA TR

* THAM THAI VA DO DL. .

* BENH DAN BA, HUYET TRANG - KEHOACHHOA GIA
pINH: COT HOAC DOT ONG DAN TRUNG - XINH
NGUYRT BAT THUONG.

» HIfM MUQN VA G141 PHAU HIEM MUQN

e GIALI PHAU BENH PHU NO, BENH SA TU CUNG, YA
sUA AM DAO

* TRUY TIM VA CHO A TR] UNG THU €0 TU CUNG, TU-
CUNG...

PEONG MACE: NGAY G100 KmAM pENE:
TRUNG TAM Y TR CHUYEN KHOA The Hai dfa Thy Siu: 10:00 Sn 600
14336 Brook hers S1. (pée Hazard) Thi Bdy: 930 dn 2:00 P M.

Phing 101, Westmiaster, CA 9208) Hghl sdng the 1w vi chd nhit

ofn Thost: (F14) 331-83508

NRAN MEDICAL VA BA® mif, XIN EEN TRUSC
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?gp-chi Ihn 'Iri:l.nl- Forum. Uan«r&a. vin-ngh, lich- sd. Ehu
but: Huynh Sanh ThBng. {Ban The N.Y. Times g1ﬂ: thilu khen
ngdi, May 14, 1985.] MOt nam (2 sB): 10 My-kim d Hoa-Ky +4
Lanada; 1¢ I"l;+kl':m d ca. ndj khac.

Ta sdch Lac- Viét
Hquytn Chi Thin. Hoa dia-nge / Flowers from Hell

{ sony- ngdj [-lal thu&‘lg Poetrv International (Thi-ca
Uuﬁﬁ-lﬁ} ndm 1985. 7 My _kim.

Z. John K. whitmore. Vietnam, HB Quy Ly, and the Ring
(1371-1421). 10 My-kim,

3. Dang Tran C8n & Phan Huy fch. Chinh phu nglm / The Song
of a Soldier's Wife (song-ngl). Ban dich Huynh Sanh
ThBng. Minh-hoa Tring Dddng. 7 My-kim.

Ehi—uhxéu, ngln-phiﬁu ) lr; chg va q&i v
Yale Southeast Asia Studies
Box 13A Yale Statjon
New Haven, [ 06520 USA

1
|
II

TUOGI TRE VIET NAM THAP NIEN 80
NGHI Gl ? LAM G1? VIET G1?

PO1 SONG VA CAY BUT CHIi
CUA TRAN TRUC GIANG

Poc Trdn Truc Giang
Dé tim hibu nhifng cuén hut cua chinh minh
D& tho voi ndi quay cudng va ddi khang cia tu
twong, dé hoa voi nét viét e nhién khong go b6
Nét viét ddy am thanh va hoa tinh
THE GIGI LUU VONG HOM NAY AN HANH

e == e T e
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CUA TIN,GOI MOT CHUT NAY
LAM GHI

Sau ngay Mién Nam sup do :

~~ Hang chuc van gia, tri thic Mién Nam bj buic td trong
th va ngoai tu,

- Hang tram vdn nhén thisi ky gid Mién Nam bj doa day
trong nguc toi,

-~ Tat ¢4 bao chi cha Mién Nam déu dong cua,

- Tatcd van nghé phdm cda Mién Nam bi cam luu hanh,
tang tru.

— Tat ca ¢ac nha cdm bt tu do cia Mien Nam nhat loat
ngurng but,

— Hang may chuyc trigu an phdm bi tich thu, tidu hiy.

Tom lai, hér thay moi dau vét sink hoat tinh thdan cia 20
trieu dong bao Mien Nam trong 20 nam e do bi xéa bé.

BAY GIO CON LAI GI ?

Hoa chang con mot oo gdng cou vou, thu gon trong mor
cuon sach ;

HAI MUOT NAM VAN HQC
MIEN NAM
cia Vo Phién
Mua sach ay :
~ La gap tay bao t6n ddi song tinh thin cla chingta vao
mot thon kv bat hanb dang thuong.
-~ La niu lai nhifng cam nghi budn vui. nhing tiéng khac
nu cudi cha mot thdi kv khong thé quén.
Cudn sach thi 3 cda nha xudt ban VAN NGHE.
Phat hanh vao thang 8.1986
Sach day 370 trang. Gid i3.00 My kim
Ngoai nirdc My them 2.00 M kim cudc phi.
Thur va chi phigu xin gui vé : Ong V6 Thing Tiét
Po Box 2301 Westminster. Ca , USA, 92683,
Phone : (714) 838 8432

DAC BIET : BAN.DQC MUON €O CHU XY CUA TAC GIA,
XIN GUI THU CHO NHA XUAT BAN BIET
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KY THAC

Tap truyén cia Binh Nguyén Loc

Séang tac hdi 30 nam trudc, vira duac tai ban tai Hoa Ky
(ddy la ldn in thi nhdt tai hdi ngoai, sau hai ldn in & Saigon).
Thanh nién Binh Nguyén L§c d3 ky g&i nhifng gi trong d6?
Nh(fng mdi tinh ctia anh 8y ching? Nhi&ng trac tdng cia thanh
nién d8? Nhing “budc trudn chuyén” cla “thuc troi dar néi
con gio bui’? Doc xong mai rd.

Dic biét trong tip nay c¢é truyén “Rung mdm” di duoc
dich ra ba ngoai ngt. Gido su dai hoc kiém luit su toa thuong
thAim Nghiém-Xuan-Viét dich ra Phdp vidn, nha van J.
Banerian ¢ San Diego dich ra Anh vdn, in trong tip
Vietnamese Short Stories vira xuat bdn, ban dich thiut ba & Tay
Duic, chua thu lugm duac tin tike vé dich gid, vi bdn djch nay
khdng c6 xin phép ciatdc gid. Truyén “Ba con cdo”do nha vin
[ .é-vin-Hoan & San Francisco dichra Anh Vin, dugc gidi nhit
truyén ngdn qudc t€ tai Manila. Truyén “An com chua” duoc
Nghiém-Xuan-Viét dich ra Phap van & Phaptruyén “Nguwoi tdi
x€ dién” duagc 12 t& bdo o Saigon xin phép ding lai.

Sach day 160 trang gia 7.00 MK
Ngoai Hoa Ky thém 1.00 MK

Nha xuit bin VAN NGHE
P.O. BOX.2301, Westminster, ca 92683
Phone (714) 838-8432
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Phiéu mua bdo dai han

(gid bidu mdi k& tir thang 5.1986)

Ho va l&n ban doc. ..

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

..................................................................................................

Zip C udc .....................................................................................

P3ng ¥ mua dai han Van Hoc tir sd: ... ...
*Sduthdng....................... . 81300 US
e 0] B RS S $25.00 US
*Hai ndm...... et e e, $45.00 US
MBI S $2.50 US

*Béo gii hang nhit hay giti ngoai Hoa ky va Canada tra them
buu phi theo gid tidn dudi day:
*Gi& buu phi hang nhdt gditrong Hoa Ky, Canada : $1.00 US
cho mdi sd bao.
*Gia buu phi gdi bdo m8i s di cdc noi khac:
BAO GUI DI AU CHAU
May bay m8i s8 ... ....$2.50 US

Tau thay mdi s8 ... $1.02 US
BAO GUI DI UC VA A CHAU

May baymdisd...................o..... .. _$318US
Tau thay mi s8 .o

PHIEU TANG BAO VAN HQC

T61 mudn mua ;

6 thing bdo Van Hoctdrs8.......... .. ... ...
] ndm bo VAn Hoctus8............................... URTUTTOOTRI
2Nl BEe VIR HOU R BN o s s v
DE NG Choi ..o e
IR s s s oo s T T S A S

Yéu cu ghj m61 ky dn ............................................................
gt tdng . Chi phidu va thu td xin g v8 ¢
Tap chi Vin Hoc
10104 Westminster Ave, Garden Grove, CA, 92 643
Chi phidu xin 82 : Vin Hoc

Luu y: D§c gid tai gia han vin tra theo gia bidu ci.




Co s0 hién dang cham soc
cac dich vu an loat cua
NGUYET SAN VAN HOC
THE VIETNAM FORUM
NHA XUAT BAN VAN NGHE
TAP CHI DUONG SONG
NGUYET SAN TUOI HOA

nhdn in sach, bao, ban tin
xép chu (phototypesetting)
cO ddu chu Viét
thiep mai, thieép cuoi,
danh thiép, an chi, phong bi
dep - dung hen -
gia phai chang

10104 Westminster Avenue
Garden Grove, CA 92643

(714) 636-7032 J
e A P - R




NHA XUAT BAN VAN NGHE
da phat hanh khip noi : -

MUA BIEN DONG TAP 3
cua nha vdn
NGUYEN MONG GIAC

Sach day 346 trang. Gia 12.00 MK.
Phin thit ba ciia bd truong thién tidu thuyét
ghi lai tdm trang cia mot the hé thanh nién
trong giai doan ljch sit gay cin nhit clla Mién
Nam, ti 1963 cho dén ngay nay. Cudn tidu
thuyét moi ngudi dang theo ddi va trong doi.

Ngoai ra, nha xudat ban Van Nghé ciing da
cho phat hanh :

* Tap | Miia Bién Dong(Nhingdotsong
ngam). Day 180 trang. Gia 8.00 MK

* Tap 2 Mua Bién Dong ( Bio Néi). Day
246 trang. Gia 9.00 MK.

* Ngua Ndn Chan Bon, tip truyén ngéin.
Day 202 trang. Gia 8.50 MK.

* Mua Bi&n Dong dong bo 3 tap , day 770
trang. Sach qui dac bigt danh cho cacbanchoi

sach. Gia 25.00 MK co6 ch k¥ cta tac gia.

Tim mua ngay o cdac hiéu sach gdn noi ban o.
Néu chuea thdy bdn, xin lién lac voi
NHA XUAT BAN VAN NGHE
PO Box 2301
Westminster , Cali, USA 92 683
Phone (714) 838 8432

Nhing gia-trén day la gia ban tai Hoa Ky. Ngoai
Hoa Ky, mudn mua sich theo dudng buu dién xin

thém mdi cudn 2 MK buu phi.

Ngdn, chi phiéu xin dé Vin Nghé

S6 déi : 210 trang .
Gia ban 1é : US $ 4.00



