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Nam 1830...

bat Rach Gia chi la mot viing riing
ram hoang vu, Xen vao dé nhiing song
ngoi chdng chit, nhiing lung bao sinh
lay. Trén rling cé rua, duéi song co ca.
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Nhung it ai chi y dén nguodn lgi d6. Dan
chung da s6 ngudi Mién thuong boi
xuong theo mé sdong d€ vét sap ong. Ong
lam t6 trang, lom dom khap rling tram.
O qua to, rét xudng tréi 1énh bénh theo
dong s6ng, ngudi an ong cd xudng ma
v6t dem ve.

Tu Ba von 1a mot thanh nién luc
luéng & rach Ba Lang, Can Tho. Dao ay,
vung Can Tho dugc té chic thanh bon
doi don dién. Cli ndm muoi ngudi khai
pha dat hoang gan nhau thi dugc quan
b6 chanh gom lai thanh mdt doi ; ho tao
boén trung tdm quan trong & Ba Lang,
Phong Dién, O Mén, Binh Thay héng
ngay, nguoi dan phu don dién dugc tu
do cay cay. Khi cé gidac ho phai nhap ngi
lap ttc. Viéc canh phong trém cudp la
nhiém vu thuong xuyén cta ho. Tai moi
vam rach c6 bo tri tram canh. Song gan
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glii nhau, ngudi dan don dién dugc bao
dam vé mdt an ninh déi véi trdm cudp
nhung su that ho khong vui suéng cho
lam. Luat 1¢ triéu dinh - lac ay kha gat
gao — tich thau dat dai ctia nhiing ai ba
ndm lién ti€p khong dong thué. Lam ké
nhd cho vay niang 16i nén lam giau to.
Ho ndp tién cho quan trén d€ mua chtc
ba ho, sanh tat hong hach. Vi vay ngudi
dan don dién lan lan cam thay minh bi
ap buc it nhiéu.

Hdng ngay, ho ngéng vong vé phia
Tay Nam, noi riing ram phi nhiéu chua
ai khai thac, chua ai cai tri.

Mot budi chiéu thang ba nam 1830...
Tu Ba cung nhiéu ban xim nhau vugt
qua vung Rach Gia.

bat Can Tho khuét dan sau lung ho.



10 | Son Nam

Khong con thay ngon dira, ngon cau.
Khong con thay lan khdi nau com vuon
1én tii mai nha la. Bach Ba Lang ngoan
ngoeo, may dé luc binh bong tim, 14 xanh
troi dai trudc mat ho.

Ho di tat ca 1a ndm chiéc xudng. Mac
dau ho khong c6 cudc bau cti, Tu Ba ng-
hiém nhién la vién doi trudng vi so sanh
v6i ban dong doi, anh la ké manh khoe,
thong thudc dudng di, nudc budc nhtt.

Hai Tam, ngudi boi chiéc xuong thu
nhi hoéi 16n:

- O day la & dau Anh Tu?

TU phia sau chét, Tu Bd néi lai:

— Lam sao t0i biét dugc. Chacla minh
qua dia phan Kién Giang r6i. Vung nay
khong c6 ranh gidi ro rét. Ta cu di tdi,
luc binh tréi t&i dau, minh boi theo téi
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dé. Ma nay, Hai Tam biét chuyén ngudi
chai ca doi Tan khong?

Hai Tam dép:

— Lo song trudc, lo an hoc sau. Song
chua yén ctia, yén nha, t6i nao c6 thi gio
hoc tap Kinh sti. Anh Tu gidi hon t6i
phan dé. Néi tich may ngudi danh ca doi
Tan nghe coi...

— Ho6i d6, dudng nhu trén ngan ndm
r6i, nudc Tau loan lac. Vai ngudi tho
chai ¢ dat Vi Lang cheo ghe danh luéi
dén noi nay thay cé hoa dao tréi ém dém
trén mat nudc. Ho t0 mo theo dau. De
dau gap dong tién roi cudi tién lam vg...

Mot ngudi cudi reo lén:

— C6 thiét vay khong chu Tu.

Tu B4 dap:
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— Phen do, t6i quat nudc cham tra
cho vién Quan Co, nghe ngudi ndi nhu
vay v6i quan Bo. Chuyén hoang dudng
nhung ma vui qud... phai khong ba con?

Ai nay nhin nhau mim cudi. Nhung
kia, mat troi da gac 1én nui rling, nang
vang chuyén sang mau mau dé ké. Ho
biét viing rting rdm, trdi mau t6i lam.
Lat ntia day, mat troi khudt bong, mudi
bu lai nhiéu, cop di tim moi va sau dudi
rach bat dau dua gidn tting bay.

Hai Tam noi:
— Minh nén d€ y chuyén ngay nay.

bi theo dau may luc binh tréi ché khong
phéi hoa dao nudc suoi,

« Ca... um um... Um » RO rang cop
rong ti phuong xa. La tram nhu trd minh
xao xac. Mdt nudc nhu chuyén dong.
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May ngudi phia trudc da loi mai
chéo. Ho nhin nhau r6i huéng vé phia
sau, phia Tir Ba. Doan chac ndi thac mac
ctia anh em, chu cudi 16n:

— C6 Tu Ba & day nghe 6ng h6. Minh
khong thu odn véi nhau. Di téi chon
dugc binh an, ba con lam heo cing 6ng.
Bita nay bat thinh linh t6i giang san cua
ong, ba con khong kip trinh trudc, dng
dling gian...

Tiéng cop rong dut han, chap sau lai
ndi lén. Tu Ba noi:

— Panh lua lén anh em. R6i mai vo
con cui. Cop ua an thit ngudi di phia sau
nhu t6i day ché khong bao gié don may
nguoi trudc.

Co tiéng thi tham:

— Mdt nudc rung rinh dgn song.
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Chac 6ng 6 gan minh,
Tu Ba nadi:

— O xa. Ching qua la khi réng, cop
cui mat xuéng mé nudc. Ba con yén tri.
N6 khong dam 16i ra dn thua véi minh.
So¢ sau. Va day la con rach Ba Lang.

Ttc thoi, Tu Ba ra 1énh gom cac
xuong lai, dau sat bén nhau, & gitia rach.
Hai xudng chinh gitia la noi tap trung dé
ngl. Ba xudng chung quanh bd trong.
Hai Tam gat gl n6i nho:

— Muu tri ctia dai ca cao that. Sau bén
mang t6i thi quat dudi vao may xudng
trong long chung quanh. Ma dé gi lam
chim xudng da két lai thanh be.

Vai ngudi lat nép ra, ndm ngtia nhin
vom trdi xanh luc. Bép un toa 1én. Muoi
xum lai quay quan. Lam con kho khao
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cam dau vao bép lta, chét vun dong.

— Manh ai ndy ngu, nghe ba con,
Nhé cam sao, budc gidy cho chiat. Khong
khéo lat ntia nudc rong dua tui minh tré
lai Ba Lang nhu c@t ma... & tu. Ai con lo
sg nodi gi ntta khong?

Khong nghe tiéng trd 16i, Tu B4
nam xuong sau chot. Chu c6 nham mat
dé ngtt nhung tam tri sao cling con ban
ron chut gi. Mdy con vac an suong kéu
oac... oac. Rai cop lai rong nghe nhu gan
bén bd song. Chu cam thay nhu nhiém
vu qua nang né. VGi nam chiéc xudng,
muoi cdy mac thong... lam thé nao chinh
phuc dugc vung dat bén kia song Cai
Lén? Nhé lai hoi nam ngodi, chu dén bo
song dé mot lan. Hai bén khi lo ndi kéu
inh 0i, dan di dén muc hai bong ma ném
xuong gheo ké di duong. Gan vam bién,
gio thoi long 1ong ngay dém, song dang
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1én co hé cuon mat dang ghe xudng qua
lai. Ngoi miéu dung khong biét doi nao
bén goc cay duong c6 thu. Bén trong mot
tang da 16n c6 nhiéu do che pht. Héi vai
nguoi chung quanh, ho noi:

- D6 [a miéu 6ng ciu cua ngudi Viét
Nam, nguoi Triéu chau ngudi Mién tho
chung. Ong ta no, theo 16i ngudi Mién
rat linh thiéng. Khan vai 6ng, cing vai
ga vit day di méi hong vuot qua bén kia
song, xU ¢6 ma ma c6 vang. Chua ai ddm
t6i khai pha va lap nghiép.

Chu hoi:

— Xu dé la xt nao?

Dap:

— Miét U Minh. U la t6i, minh la ma.
U Minh cling nhu am phut.



Vach mét chan tro’i | 17

Mi mat cta chd Tu B4 lan lan sup
xuong vi qua mét moi. Dém nay gita
tram & ngon Ba Lang, bat chap cop, beo,
ran, sdu chi mo tuéng vung U Minh.

— Nay mai, né la thién dudng cta
dan minh.

Nghi vay, cha yén tam danh mot giac
say nong cho tdi sang.

*

Sang tinh suong.

Ga riing gdy inh di. Hai Tam danh
thic ban dong doi. Ho khoat nugc dé
rtia mat. Ngac nhién lam sao ! Pan mudi
ti long nudc tung ra, bay quanh quén
vai vong roi nuong vao lung ctia ho dé
ma dau. Dé la may con lang quang viia
16t xac. Tu Ba néi:
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- Ba con hi€u chua, nuéc sanh ra
muoi ché khong phai la cay sanh ra
muoi. Minh nén ra khoi chén nay Hai
muoi ddm niia, ching ta dén vam Ong
Ray.

Mot nguoi hoi:

— Ong Ray la sao? O d6, ong mat
nhiéu lam phai khong?

Chu Tu dép:

— Ong 12 6ng cop, rdy c6 nghia la rdy
ra, an thit ngudi. Hoi dd, ngay vam rach
cd mot ngudi bi cop tha. Vé sau thién
ha tim dugc manh 40 dam mdu cua
nan nhan, dem beo 1én ngon cay cao dé
khach qua dudng biét ma dé phong. Bay
gié cop con nhung chung ta khong so.
Ban ngay sang to, hon niia, chiing ta cam
xuong gitia song.
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Ho dung com trua & vam rach ong
Réy. Tu Ba cho mot top ngudi lén ba bat
cé, bat ria dem vé nudng an. Vi s6 gao
dem theo rat it, ho an c4, an rtia nhiéu
hon com dé€ tiét kiém, ndéi khoi hai véi
nhau:

— An cd nhiéu quad sanh ngén, phai
khong anh em?

— Phai 6 Quang Nam, Quang Ngai,
ong ba cua minh con an com tron véi
khoai. Minh trong nay an com don véi
cd. Sung sudng that...

—Dausao, com ciingla mon an chanh
clia ngudi minh. An thit nhiéu qu4, tdnh
nét con ngudi sanh ra hung hang.

— Ddi nay khac hon doi xua & cho
loai ngudi an com nhiéu, biét cach cay
btia. Chung minh ra di hdm nay c6t 1a di
tim noi cay bua.
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Tu Ba noi:

— Nhung trudc khi cay btra, minh
can hudéng on troi, 16c nudc trude. Dat
huénh hoang, nhung may ndm déu pheén,
ruong nuong that bat, phai cé hué lgi gi
khac dé€ sanh song cdm chiing, chd ngay
dét tré nén phi nhiéu.

— Theo y dai ca, chung ta con hué lgi

gi khac?

Hinh anh ctua ving U Minh bén kia
song cdi Lén hién ra 16n von trong tam
tri Tu Ba. Pha rtung don cui lap ray bat
rua doi véi chu la nhiing hué lgi tam
thudng, khong xing dang véi cong kho
nhoc ctia doan nguoi vién du. Néu chi
can bao nhiéu nguon lgi do, chi c6 thé ra
1énh cho anh em duing chan tai rach 6ng
Ray nay lap nghiép. Theo su phéng dodn
ctia chu vung U Minh sé danh cho doan
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ngudi nhi€éu ngac nhién ma ti nao dén
gio chua c6 ngudi Viét Nam nao hudng
dugc. U Minh! Xt co nhiéu vang... chu
sé t6i do lam giau dé dang, xung hung,
xung ba mot c6i. Trieu dinh nghe dén
thanh danh cua chu r6i phong chtic 16n
ngang hang véi 6ng Mac Cuu xua kia &
dat Ha Tién. Diéu d6, chu chua muon noi
ra e o su chia ré ctia doan ngudi. Ho sé
tach ra ting nhém nho, gianh nhau dén
U Minh truéc dé tham thinh. Nhung giti
hoan toan bi mat cé thé lam giam bét su
hing hai cua anh em. Chi néi tup mé:

— Minh sé t6i dat U Minh. bat U
Minh phi nhiéu lam, khoéi cin cay buia
laa cing moc. Mot cong trén mudi gia.
Lam mot thang da gao an hai ndm.

— Toi tinh gi minh phai di xa, cha
Tu ! G miét nay, t6i thdy dit hoang con
nhiéu, cd6 moc xanh lam, chac la dat t6t.
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Roi chu boi xudng vao mé riing treo
nhanh 1én cay ditia no nhin tu phia. Phia
lung sau lac dac vai tap léu, tan trong
rach. Trudc mat xa, tit tan ngon rach bén
kia song la day nha san ctia ngudi Mién.
Bén ta, bén hiiu, dat trong hoang an dai,
cach mi rting chiing hai ddm. Chu noi:

— Hay la ba con minh ha trai noi day.
Xem chiing dé lam an lam...

Tu Ba cau may. Néu duing buéc noi
day, tat ca ké hoach cta chua sé do vé.
Chu cuong quyét:

— Minh phai di thiét gap. Xd nay cho
nao khong dé lam an !

Poan ngudi hoi lang vi giong hoi gat
cta ngudi anh ca trong bon. Bong dau
nghe tiéng cheo khodt nudc phia trong
ring, tiéng thua thét chiing té khong
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phadi ctia doan ngudi di dong dao. Vi vay
ho khong can chuén bi tu vé. Nhip cheo
khoan thai no dua hoi cho mot giong hat
trong tréo:

Do ai quét sach la riing.
Dé ta khuyén gié, gio diing rung cdy...

Ho nhin nhau vui cudi, chd dgi bong
dang mot ngudi dep. Dung nhu thé! Kia
mii thuyén 16 ra song cdi, sau 1ai mot cod
thi€éu ni ding chéo, voc hinh yéu diéu.
Chot thay doan ngudi qué dong, c6 no
diing cheo hét hai khong noi 1én 16i.

Doan nguoi cuoi vang:
— Lai day nhin ba con né c¢6 em oi!
Thiéu ni dap:

— Da thua... cha me anh em t6i déu &
trong ngon rach nay.
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Hai Tam thich chi:

— Cho t6i v6 d6 véi. To6i muodn lap
nghiép & xU nay, dugc khong c6 ? Co no
dap :

- Do la tiy cau. Dat nudc & day ai co
cong khai phd, ngudi dé lam chu...

Hai Tam noi:

— Biia nay c6 di dau mot minh kho-
ng su cop sao ¢

— Toi ra day dé don ghe budn cta
ngudi Triéu Chau d€ mua ngon mac.

Tu Bad nay gié buc minh, khong
muon tri huén & ddy niia. Nhin sac mat
cua cd no va Hai Tam, chd cdm thay né
bat dau triéu mén nhau. D€ sanh hai,
khong khéo Hai Tam cham ré tai rach
nay, doan ngudi dién hanh sé thiéu mot



Vach mét chan troi | 25

tay quan trong. Nghi vay chu Tu noi:

— Chu Hai bi€u c6 no cay mac di.
Minh vé phia song Cai Lén sé cé dip
mua cdy khdc. Trua roi ching ta can lén
dudng. Ma nay co oi ! Hom ray c6 nghe
dong tinh gi vé phia song cdi khong ?

Co no dap:

- HOm ray, nghe tin tau buén Hai
Nam v6 song Vam Céi Lén bon chiéc.
Ho tinh stia sang miéu 6ng Cau.

Duong nhu dung cham véi nguoi
Viét Nam va nguoi Tho, hai bén déu cé
ngudi thiét mang. Rot cudc, tui tau Nam
Hai phai rut lui. Sau d6 ngudsi Tho hiép
luc véi ngudi Viét Nam d€ tran tha hai
bén bo song...

Nghe qua, Tu Ba hting chi thém.
That 1a dip may. Dén dé vao luc nay
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chu dé dang thidm nhip vao dia phén
ven song Cai Loén, tuc la vung U Minh.
Hon ntia luc nay ngudi Viét Nam ngudi
Mién dang nuong ty vao nhau, cha tim
dé dang may ngudi Mién cé tudi cao dé
do chuyén hoi dudng di, nudc budc trén
vung U Minh.

Cay madc da trao cho thi€u nti. Hai
Tam bin rin nhin ¢6 no nhu luyén tiéc
lam.

Co ay noi:

— Cam on may cau. Toi biét lay gi
dén on lai.

Hai Tam ndi nho:

— Thé nao t6i cling trd lai. Co ran dgi
cho.

Co hoi:
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— Chting bao lau niia ?

Hai Tam chua suy nghi kip d€ tra loi
thi doan xudng da luét téi. Chu cat mai
chéo ra di, rudt tam béi réi nhu tao vo.
Phia T4y Nam, nang 1én sang ruc. Phia
sau kia co thi€éu nit dam ddm nhin theo,
cat tiéng hat vua thuc duc viia lam bin
rin long nguoi :

Do ai quét sach la ring,
Dé ta khuyén gié...

Muon vugt qua song Cai Lén phai
dén miéu 6ng Cau ciing trudc. Thudng
thudng, ghe xudng phai ha leo, dot phao
hodc tha ga lén riing. Viéc phdng sanh ay
giup ké qua song khdi bi séng than.

Gan dén miéu, Tu B4 ha Iénh cho
doan xuéng dau lai, ndu com. An com
xong chu khuyén anh em nén dao choi



28 | Son Nam

16i xdm dé€ do xét thai do cua dan ching
doéi véi doan ngudi méi dén nay nhu thé
nao.

Hai Tam dugc giao phéd mot nhiém
vu quan trong vi chua biét chut it tiéng
Mién. Chu phai lan la noi miéu, gid do
cung, luén dip lam quen véi may cu luc
co uy tin.

Hai Tam muon cay doan dao cua Tu
Ba nhung chu can lai:

- Di tay khong t6t hon. Khong khéo
ho nghi ky. Chang vang t6i ma vao nha
ngudi dé€ lam quen la chuyén rat kho.

Tuy nhién Hai Tam yén tri rang minh
sé thau lugm dugc nhiéu két qua. Ban
dém ai nay tré vé nha dé€ ban tan cong
viéc 1am dn, chd c6 thé rinh nghe dugc
tam su cua ho.
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bédng miéu 6ng Ciu dudng nhu co
tiéng x0n xao.

Hai Tam di tat phia trong riing. Dén
miéu chu leo 1én cidy nam trén nhanh
cay no lang tai nghe. Miéu khong cé ctia
khong cé vach. Nho vay ma thay dugc
canh bén trong. Hai thép dén dau ca chay
16 mo. Trén bé cao, r6 rang tdim nhiéu
dé pht trén tam da 16n. Lau say moc
lua thua dudi bé no nhu ché mdét mod
dat giong nhu hang ran. Hai Tam rung
minh nhu lo sg. Tai sao ving nay dan
cu khd dong ma ho khong chiu san séc
bén trong miéu ? Chac chan ho ¢6 tinh
dudng nudi con ran ho dudéi hang. Mui
nhang bdc 1én ngao ngat thom gat dén
nhtc dau. Phia sau tugng da tho so mot
cai 6 dong day nudc. Nudc trong rung
rinh, Vai giot nhéu trén da con u6t mem
ching té nay gio c6 ngudi vao day cung
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kién hay lam bua phép gi do.

Thai khac nang né trdi qua, Dan doi
bay t6i lui kéu chét chét diém tling dom
den ngom linh dong trong miéu.

Ndm trén nay qua lau, Hai Tam bat
dau thoi chi, mudn tré vé ngu.

Bong phia trudc sang ruc 1én. Hai
ngudi cdm dudc di xdm xam vao miéu.

Di dau 1a m6t thanh nién Viét Nam
chiing hai muoi lam tuoi. Theo sau la
mot 6ng ngudi Mién mdc quan 4o den
nhung dau cao troc.

Ho vao miéu thap nhang, x4 bon
phia, chdp sau chang thanh nién qui
xuong bén tay mdt ngudi Mién no thi lay
hai lay.

Ngudi Mién no di vong ra sau bé
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dem ra 6 nudc, nhing tay vao ray khap
chang thanh nién. Chang no ndi:

— Thua luc cy, hom nay cé chuyén gi
can, con hta san sang. Bay lau nay nho
on luc cu luyén ren, chra c6 dip nao con
tro tai.

Luc cu trad 16i giong trong tréo, noi
tiéng Viét Nam that ranh ré:

— Con duing néng nay. Roi day ta
quyét mot mat mot con véi bon tau budn
Hai Nam. Minh phai can than méi dugc.
Tai no6 gidi nghé vo, minh c6 muu meo,
stic chiu dung méi thang dugc.

— Thua luc cy, tui nd mudn gi? Ky
nay vo day dudng nhu tui d6 khong chu
y mua ban. Con theo rinh thay c6 chiing
muoi dua chong chiéc tam ban lan vo

rach Thay Quon.
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— Phai! Tui n6 muoén do xét dudng
di san chim dé khai thac. Bay lau nay tui
né mua long chim dem vé Quang ban lai
dé két quat. Nhung ngoai chuyén xam
chiém San chim ctia ngudi minh, con
biét tui néd am muu gi khac khong?

— Thua khong.

— Tui n6 mudn dao vang trén U Minh
tai don 6ng Bot.

— Thua Luc cu chuyén bi mat ctia xd
nay lam sao tui nd biét?

— Thay khong r6. Chac c¢6 ngudi 1én
bdo tin cho tui no6. S6 di thay biét nhu
vay vi hom rdi thay thay dudi chiéc tam
ban c6 mdt ngudi Hai Nam trong tuoi
rau toc bac phéu. Chac la quan su cta tui
no6 di theo coi phong thty. Con nén nhé
ngudi Tau rat gidi vé khoa tim vang déi
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xua. Ho nhin nhiing 1a cay ngon co, ho
di thiép d€ nho than mach bao.

Chang thanh nién néi:

— Minh phdi lam sao bay gig? Tui do6
chiing nao tr§ qua day luc cu?

Luc cu im ldng hoi lau vo vai dé tu:

— Chac la tré qua gép. Lan hoi, thé
nao chung cing do xét dugc kho tang
no. B&i vay thay dinh cho mot s6 ban be
qua U Minh do xét gap.

— Ban beé ¢ day thiéu gi ? Sao bay nay
Luc cu khong chi mo? Tim vang ai ma
khong ham...

— Thay can nhiing ngudi dan di biét
danh cop. Trén d6 cop nhiéu lam. Hién
gio chua ai biét chac dia diém ng6i dén
ctia 6ng Bot 6 ngay hudéng nao. Thay
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chi nghe phong phanh ngudi xua noi
lai rang phia dong bac, tti mé song di vo
chting ntia ngay dudng. Can phai lén do
gid cat nha lam rudng, do xét chiing mot
vai thang... Con cé quen véi ngudi nao
biét danh cop khong? Cop U Minh di
lam.

Chang thanh nién dép:

— D€ ngay mai con hoi lai r6i cho

thay hay...

Néi xong hay thay tro ho tat den, tu
tt ra khdi miéu. Chiing ho di Hai Tam
14t dat tudt xudng gbc ciy. Chu sang mat
1én, dé dau & sdng cdi Lén nay c6 nhiéu
bi mat nhu vay. Bén kia song c6 dén vua
cii, c6 vang. Hién nay Luc cu dang can
ngudi biét danh cop. Dip may hiém co
cho doan ngudi nay.
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Vé dén xuong, chu lat dat tim Tu
B4, ngudi trudng doan nhiéu co muu
nhat. Sau khi nghe Hai Tam thuat lai cau
chuyén dau duoi nhiing diéu nghe thay &
miéu ong Ciu, Tu Ba xiét d6i vui mling
vO vai Hai Tam néi nho:

— May qua. May ngudi kia ngtt hét rdi,
ho do xét khong gap gi rdo. May la cha
c6 sang kién lai dang miéu nghe ngong.
Noi that véi chu, chuyén di cta tui minh
khong ngoai muc dich tim kho vang bi
mat trong rtiing U Minh. Luc khéi hanh
toi khong dam ndi cho anh em nghe sg
dd bé chua dugc vang ma noi bo ta phai
chia ré trudc. Hoi di ngang rach ong Ray
thady cha lam tinh véi c6 gdi, no, toi gidn
biét bao nhiéu ma khong ddm ndi. Nho
trdi Phat pho ho phen nay chung ta giau
to. Hai Tam noi:

— Nhung chiing ta khong ranh dudng
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di nudc bude bang luc cu no. Ho la dan
bén xu.

Tu Ba dap:

— Chu khéo lo thi théi! Chua at ho
1a dan bdn xu. T6i doan 6ng cu Luc nay
khong phai la ngudi Mién, ong la ngudi
Cha Chau giang hay la ngudi Viét Nam.
Ong khéo tra hinh dé khéo hanh dong.
Vé phan chung ta, can nhut 1a tham nhap
vao ndi bd ctia ho gia do khong hay biét
may may gi vé kho tang bén kia song.
Ngoai trii chu va to6i khong nén cho mot
ai trong bon minh hay biét. Ngay mai toi
sé€ tim cdch cho 6ng Luc cu chu y tdi tai
danh cop ctia bon minh. Ttc nhién 6ng
sé nai ni chung minh di theo, thau thap
lam dé tu

Hai Tam hoi:
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— Cop & dau ma danh tht cho ho coi
dai ca?

Tu Ba dap:

— Chuyén dé dé mdc toi. Chu ci ngt
yén di: Dling ndm chiém bao ma nhé co
gdi doc dudng nghe chu...

*

Mot budi sang troi, luc cu Bo Pha
ngoi trong nha udng tra chgt co6 tiéng
cac ké kéu vang voi ngoai hién. La nguoi
Mién, luc cu rat e ngai khi cac ké kéu bat
thinh linh. Théi thuong, cac ké kéu luc
chang vang, ¢ sao hom nay kéu budi
sang? Pang phan van thi tiéng kéu dut,
Luc cyu dém ky: n6 kéu nam tiéng tic
diém lanh. Mim cudi Luc cu goi to:

— Mach oi
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Moé6t thanh nién vam vé budc ra,
chap tay xa noi:

— Thé nao ? Hoi t6i ta lam phép gong
tai miéu, con c6 nhtc minh nhic may

khong?
Tén Mach dap:

— Nhtc chut it. Suét dém qua con
ngu khong dugc.

— Con thay quan 4o r6i lai miéu xem
c6 gi la khong! Phai do xét ky luéng bon
bu6n tau Hai Nam coi chting tui n6 dé
lai vai dua gid dang dang lam ray. Biia
nay co diém ky qua. Hay la...

— Thua Luc cy, diém gi?

— Thay e c6 ngudi theo ddi chung ta
dém hom qua. Kho vang & bén kia song
nhat dinh phai vé tay thay tro minh. Con
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kha giti bi mat. Con di. Nhé vé gap.

Luc cu B6 Pha nam lim dim trén van
nhin lo dang may lugn séng con bua lén
trang xo6a dong song Cai Lén trudc mat
nha. Gié théi moi phit mdi manh hon.
Hang dua lay chuyén 14 giut qua giut lai
nhu téc roi. Tling dé luc binh 16n bang
cong dat tr6i nhanh nhu buém cang gio,
luc cu nghi t6i cong viéc nay mai roi ngap
dai, cai ngap ngu y thém muon va chan
ngan...

Tén Mach tré v€, mat may hén hé.
N6 nam tay Luc cu ma ke day:

— Luc cu oi may phudc qua!
Luc cu B6 Pha hoi:

— Chuyén gi?... n6i mau... Tui ghe
buom Nam Hai ha?
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— Khong phai. Ngudi Viét Nam. Hai
ké la mdt t6i xdm nay ban xuong cop.
Chung né xung la thg san ¢ nti Tay Ninh
xuong day tim dat lam rudng.

— Con dai qua. Sao khong maoi ho vé
nha minh. Minh dang can.

— Da lat ntia ho di ngang qua day.

Tén Mdch vta dut 161, hai ngudi Viét
Nam thap thoang ngang qua cua.

— Xuong cop, vay cop... ba con mua
dung tht d€ phong than ne! Lau lau méi
cd mot dip.

Luc cu B6 Pha mdi ho vo nha, cham
nudgc tra, cudi ndi roi rit:

— May qua, hai chu 6 dau lai?

Nguoi 16n tuoi dap :
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— Da, 6 Tay Ninh xu0ng day ban vay
cop. Nghe don miét nay con nhiéu cop,
anh em t6i khong ngai duong xa...

Tén Méch le miéng:

— Vay la céi gi ? Cop dau phai cd ma
cd vay... ua... cO vi?

Luc cu ludm tén dé ti cia minh nhu
ra lénh cho han dung noéi nhiéu. Hai
ngudi khach tram tinh uéng nudéc. Xong
xudi ngudi l6n tuoi mé goi ra. Hét boc
phia ngoai dén goéi vai do bén trong. M&
goi vai do chi thay hai miéng xuong nhé
chiing ¢6 mut dta. Chang thanh nién
cam mot miéng trao cho Luc cu B6 Pha:

— Luc cu xem thu. Day la vay cop thu
that.

Luc cu B6 Pha rat d6i ngac nhién.
nay gid ngd la vat chi lai lung, dé dau chi
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1a hai miéng xuong, tam thudng, luc cu

4

noi:

- D€ lam gi ? Linh nghiém ra sao?
Toi tudng 1a cao ndu bang xuong cop.
O day, miy ngudi Tiéu mua xdong cop
dem vé nau lai lam thudc tri nhiic moi.
Hai miéng vay nay nho qua, lam sao nau
da?

Ngudi no bén cudi:

— Cot y anh em t6i khong phai la
chta bénh nhtc moi. Bénh nhtic moi
khong can dén xuong cop, cli nau rugu
ré la nhau udéng cting hét. Vay cop qui
lam. Nguoi di rting dung né d€ ngtia cop.
Cop danh hoi gip 1a chay cong dudi.

Luc cu B¢ Pha gét dau, dac y lam:

— That nhu vay khong? Hoéi nao téi
gi® toi chua nghe ai ndi. Vay la thu gi?
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— Da véy la cuc xuong nhé nam gitia
hai lac 1éo ctia xuong vai cop, phia truée.
Nho hai cuc xuong hai bén d6 ma cop tré
nén lanh le hon loai ngudi. Loai ngudi
cd hai cuc xuong tron nhu vay, ngdt & hai
dau goi nén cham hon.

Luc cu Bo Pha ben lay tay r& ngay
dau goi minh, suy nghi giay lau:

- Co lyl Co ly!

Khach no ndéi tiép:

— O miét riing Tay Ninh, danh dugc
cop la bo tat ca xuong, khong them, kho-
ng can nau cao nhu ngudi Tau. Thién ha
chi dung c6 hai cdi vay nay & chan trudc.

Tén Mach noi:

— Vay thi may ong giét mot con cop

nén dugc hai cdi vay nay. Cop do6 bao
16n?
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— Ndi dau chi may 6ng, cop nay Ién
gan bang con bo con. Cop nho qua, vay
khong hiéu nghiém. N6i r6 hon: hai
miéng vay nay ttic la hai con cop. Mdi
con chi c6 miéng vay bén trai la xai dugc
cho dan 6ng. Sach thudc cua dng... Than
Nong cé cau: nam ta, nd hiu.

Luc cu Bo Pha hoi:
— Miéng nay gia chung bao nhiéu?
Xai cach nao?

— Da thua mang né vao minh, boc
trong bao vai nho deo & co. Vao riing
cop khong dam lai gan. Con gia ca thi ba
con thuong...

— Hai dong bac dugc khong? Toi
ngheo.

Khach ra vé suy nghi:
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— Chung t6i muén d6i nd véi vai
cong rudng. Chung td6i muodn cat nha,
lam rudng & day. Luc cu c6 dat tot khong?

— Dat t6i it qua. Toi muon qua bén
kia song cai 16n khai khan. Hai chu cé
chiu theo khong?

— Vay thi may man qua. Téi xin tang
Luc cu mot miéng vay nay. Chiing nao
md&i qua song ? Bén kia la vung nao ?

— Mai mot téi qua khai khan lién,
trudc mua mua. Bén kia la U Minh, cop
nhiéu lam.

Khéch mim cudi nhin ra ngoai san,
Bén kia song, riing xanh mot gidi trung
trung diép diép. Cay moc ram dén doi
che 1ap cac vam rach. Gio6 thoi ngay mot
manbh.

Khdach nhin hang dtia duéi mé song
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roi 1y tay che mat nging lén may cum
may trang bay nhanh. Bong khach day
lai Luc cu:

— Xin 161!

ROi chay xudng bén ngay gbc duia
cung tay, co chan, chuyén stc:

— Am!

Céy dta nga ldn tr6c gbc nam bap
bénh dudi song.

Luc cu va tén dé tu thu ngudi ra vi
hoi nao téi gid chua gap mot ai co stic
khoe dén thé ay.

Sau khi lap thanh tich phi thuong,
khach tré 1én nha.

— Xin Luc cu tht 16i cho chang qua la
t6i muon thi stic dé cu luc thay r6 cong
hiéu cta vay cop. Peo né vo6 minh, stic
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khéde cang ngay ting lén.

Luc cu man mé miéng vay no. Khach
ben gbéi miéng con lai, gidt vao lung roi
cao tl, Luc cu hét stic nai ni xin hai khach
¢ lai &n com chiéu. Khach hen sdng mai
sé€ lai hau chuyén. Hai ngudi khach no
chdng ai khac hon 1a Tu B4 va Hai Tam.

Tt gia luc cu B6 Pha, ho buéc nhanh
chan, chap sau duing lai d€ nhin ky phia
sau. Thay tu bé khong c6 mot bong ngudi,
ho 6m nhau ma cudi nhu dudsi uoi.

Hai Tam noi:

— Biia nay phai thudéng dai ca mot lit
rugu mung. Tai ddp ung cta dai ca that
1a thé gian hy htu.

Tu Ba dap :

— Chuyén gi cling vy, nén dé mot
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ngudi ndi. NA&i thiét hoi nay téi phap
phong qua, e chu ban tan xen v6 khong
an y ho sanh nghi. Chu thay khong?
Ong luc cu c6 tich riéng, chinh dng ciing
luom tén dé ti khong cho han noéi nhiéu,
so 10 bi mat.

Hai Tam suc nhd lai:

— Trdi oi ! Lam sao hoi nay anh da
troc gdc dugc cay dia. Dé dau vo nghé
cta anh cao cudng dén thé!

Tu Ba mdi giai thich cho Hai Tam r6
muu meo khi nay. S6 1a hoi méi vo nha
luc cy B6 Pha, chu da ngdéng xung quanh
nha dé tim co hoi tré tai. May thay dudi
bén cé hang dua. Moc gan mé song dat
c6 phan, cay no lung lay vi gie ra ngoai
qua xa. Lac 4y, gio thoi manh. Néu chu
khong dap cay dua no thi chap sau gio
manh thoi téi chac chan thé nao né ciing
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ty nga. Chu da khéo doan dugc ludng
gi6 sap noi 1én. Thuia luc gioé dua, chu c6
stic x0 tiép. Chu két luén:

— Do6i v6i ngudi Mién, minh can lam
viéc thuc cho ho thay. N6i miéng tai, ai
tin dugc.

— Con miéng vay cop?

—... Nhaclai lam chi hai miéng xuong

heo dé.

Dé chiing to long thanh that cua
minh, Tu B4 va Hai Tam dén viéng xa
giao luc cu Bo6 Pha va tén Mach lan thu
nhi luén dip moi ho dén viéng tham cén
cu ctia minh.

Tén Mach thay mdt luc cu dén choi
cta Tu B4 ma udng rugu véi doan ngudi
tuy tung. Han udéng rugu nhiéu nhung
rat tinh tdo, c6 y do xét coi bon Tu Ba



50 | Son Nam

phai 1a ngudi Hai Nam hay trd hinh
chang ! Chtuing khong thay diéu gi dang
nghi tén Mach noi:

— Sang mai, chung ta vugt qua song

Ta Lé nay dé qua bén U Minh ma lam
rudng.

Tu Ba tré6 mat:

— Song Ta Lé & dau?

— Xin 16i... Song Ta Lé tic la song
Cdi Lén ctia nguoi An Nam. Ngudi Mién
chung t6i goi né la Ta Lé, cling nhu song
16n, thi du nhu Ta Lé Sap tuc la Bién Ho
trén Nam Vang.

Tu Ba 10 vé ai ngai:

— Song qua 16n. Xudng cua chung to6i
e vugt qua khong ndi, Rui chim lot vao
bung ca.
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Tén Mach cudi don:

— Anh em ndi gion hoai! Ngudi An
Nam qua séng gidi lam... néu khong gidi
thi lam sao qua song Mé-Kong, song Ba
Thac ma té6i day duge...

— Nho tui toi biét cing t6... Cung
may lugn song than. Nghe don & song
Cai Lon c¢6 hai lugn song than linh hién
lam?

Tén Mach gat dau, hép thém chut
rugu:

— Dbung vay song dang im lang...
ngudi ta thiy hai con ngdng & dudi nudce
ndi lén. Ttc thi giong t6 nhan chim bao
nhiéu ghe xudng...

Tu Ba noi:

— Anh thdy cdp ngdng do lan nao
chua?
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— Chua tdi nghe don vay thoi...

— Dau sao di niia, ching ta nén mua
mot con vit cung to...

— DPiing lo viéc dy luc cu toi sé giup
may anh... Lat niia t6i dem vit lai day nau
chao...

Tén Mach budc ra.

Hai Tam cuoi vang:

— Nho tai an noi ctia dai ca hom nay
tai minh dugc an thit vit....

Tu Ba dap:

— No bung, manh chan, khoe tay... la
thang dugc song thin ma hudng dugc
thit vit. Séng than chang qua la chuyén
bia dit cua may ngudi... them nhau.

*
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Vam song Cai Lén tuy rong lén
nhung lac vugt qua doan ngudi khong
hoi hdp e ngai chut nao ca. Mat nudc tda
hoi suong mau trang duc. Ga rling gay
vang doi, ti bd song xa x06i.., Mat troi
chua lén cao... Ai nay nhin nhau r6i ngac
nhién: phai chang ki€p nhén sinh gidong
nhu btic tranh thily mac nay: Dat nudc
lam khung canh mao ho, moéi ngudi chi la
mot chdm den bé bong....

Vi lanh trach nhiém chi huy nén Tu
B4 khong cam dam ma boi, Chu di riéng
mot xuong véi Hai Tam. Gitia canh bao
la khong ai giét dugc ai... Luc cu va tén
Miéch ngo6i trén chiéc xuong cach ho
chiing doi cong dat... Phia sau Tu Ba
ngdi dua lung vao mdt cai thung bang
cay dung day gao...

— Dén 6ng Bét 1a dén gi vay anh Tu?
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Hai Tam hoi khé.

— Toi chua biét. Cé 1é la ngdi dén tho
cta ngudi Cao Mién doi xua... cua dng
hoang tt nao do tén Bét.

— Lam hoang tu tat nhién 6ng Bot rat
giau co.

— Lé di nhién. Néu chua cé bi ai cudp
pha thi dén thd nay 16t bang bac, tugng
Phat dac bang vang... Thuong thudng
moi 6ng Phat c¢6 bén tay...

Im ldng hoi lau Tu Ba ndi tiép:
— Nhung ching ta dén qua tré...
Hai Tam ngac nhién :

— That hoai cong. Vay thi qua riing U
Minh dé lam gi?

Tu Ba noi:
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— D€ tim kho tang... kho tang & dudi
dat. Thoi thuong ngudi Mién dao ham
trudc ban Phat bé xudng nao la vang
bac, do trang stic. Ho hy vong dén kiép
sau nhiing mén ay sé hoan vao tay con
chdu ho... Hon niia, xung quanh dén
cd may ngodi thap to tudng trong thap
c6 binh bang vang dung xuong c6t cta
ngudi qua co...

Niém phin dau da boc phat trong
doi canh tay Hai Tam.

Cu boi manh hon.

Nhung la thay, luc cu B Pha va tén
Miach dling tay r6i bong nhién quay
xuong trd lai.

Tu Ba truyén cho Hai Tam: Chu quo
dam lén lam hiéu lénh cho anh em minh
phia sau hay chuén bi dé phong. Ching
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ta cd tram tinh... Tai sao bon ching kho-
ng chiu di tién phong dan duong nhu
chung da hua.

Xudng cua tén Mach cham chap ré
nudc dén gan....

Tu B4 lén tiéng:

— Thua luc cu, chuyén gi vay?
Luc cu ndéi:

— Nguy lam, ¢6 cop...

—Cop 6 dau?

- O mé song.

— Mé song 6 dau?

— Kia... minh v6 téi b6 U Minh roi,
chu chua thaya ?

Hai Tam va Tu B4 tr6 mat. Qua that
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man suong da tan, mé song 10 ra sting
sting den ngdm nhu buc tudng thanh.
La dua nudc chen nhau day bit. Dot dia
dam lén tua tda nhu hang ngan ngon
gido cua ai ghim san...

Hai Tam cudi xo0a:
— Gan t6i bd nhung cop & dau?
Luc cu giai bay:

— Mua nay nudc mua ngap ruing U
Minh... Nai, heo rting chay ra mé song
ma 6... cop ra mé song tim moi...

— No dting kia kia...

Do6i mat cu 16 vé s¢ hai, giong ndi
run run:

— Chim bay lén... Chim kéu... d¢.
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Tu B4 dong y nhan xét cua cu luc 1a
tinh vi, la dang. Nhung cop khong bao
gi® an thit ké ¢ ngoai song. Ba muoi sau
ke, ké hay nhat la dling cdp xuong vao
bd. Ba muoi sdu ké, ké bay nhat la ding
cdp xuong vao bd. Chu giti thai do tram
tinh:

— Thti cop nay toi coi nhu do bo... Vay
thi xin luc cu ra gitia sdbng ma nghi dé tui
toi di trudc don dudng cho... Ching t6i
quyét tro tai... va béu dau cop lén ngon
cay cho cu luc thay. Chiing ay, Luc cu
hay vao bg...

Tén Mach dap:

— Da... dé t6i dua Luc cu trd ra ngoai
song... May anh ran danh cop dum...

Tu Ba nhin theo xudng cua Luc cu
roi cudi don:
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— Chu Hai phuc t6i chua ?
Hai Tam chua hiéu ro:

— Nguy qua ! Lam sao dai ca danh
cop dugc? Minh khong du khi gidi, hon
ntia loai cop nay & vung sinh lay, chua
biét 1gi hai thé nao...

— Dting lo. Nhu t6i néi ban nay, cop
khong bao gid dam 16i xudng nudc tan
cong bon minh. Xua nay cop van lam
chua son lam chti chua bao gid lam chua
Ha ba... Va lai chim bay hodng hot chua
chac1a co cop téi... Mdy tay thay buia bao
gi® cling nhat nhu thd...

Anh ndng lén cao..
Ven bd U Minh hién ro rét...

Khong cé gi la : diia nudc, ban,
tram. Cdy nao cling to 16n dén mic nga
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nghiéng hodc tréc gdc. Vay thoi.
— Dot lta 1én ndu com, anh ém oi!
Tu Ba ra lénh.
Roi cha noi véi Hai Tam:

~ An cho no rdi hiy tinh. Phia bén
trai dudng nhu c6 vam rach nhd. Cho
nudéc rong chung ta hay xap vo bao. Gitia
cop va chung ta luc dé cach nhau moét bai
bun kha rong. Hai bén déu binh an vo su
chung ta dai gi ddnh cop qud s6m. Va lai
thdy khoi nau com cta chung ta, cop sé
chay tr6n mat tii lau roi... Cam sao lai roi
anh em minh lo nau com.

Y kién ctia Tu B4 dugc anh em tan
thanh.

Hai Tam hoi:

— Minh & day yén rdi... nhung luc cu
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ngoai kia, khong 1€ bon ho phai boi cam
chting dé cho xuong khoi tréi...

— Ho sg cop nén ho phdi mét nhu vay.
Chu nghi coi, 6 gan b6 nhu bon minh
day that viing nhu ban thach. Nudc dang
16n, minh dn com ddn bung. Chting nao
nudéc rong minh hay vao vam rach thay
Quon,

— Sao vay ? Nudc dang 16n minh di
xuoi chd.

— Nudc xudi nhung mét. Cop & riing
U Minh an udng thét thuéng, May 6ng
ddm xudng tan mé la dla sat bai song
dé kiém moi. Boi xudng gan ba, rai gip
may ong thi minh khong chét choc gi
rdo nhung ma giat minh bat ti. Nudc
rong minh di ngugc nhung gitia minh va
may ong c6 bai bun ngin cach nhu buc
trudng thanh...
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Mot ngudi trong bon cat tiéng hoi:

— Cop U Minh xudng tdn mé 14 dua
nudc thiét sao Pai ca ?

— To6i ndi doc lam chi... Chuyén nay
toi nghe ba con minh 6 miét Long Xuy-
én thuat lai. Phen do cop di len 16i vao
dam dtia nudc. Vi than hinh khong gon
gang nén dudi 6ng ta mac ket gitia hai
bop duia. Bong dau co6 anh tiéu phu chay
dén. Anh ta sg cop. Cop cang s¢ hon,
ran stc rut dudi ma chay... Anh ta tich
thu dugc mot nam long dudi cop dem vé
khoe khoang v6i ba con hang xém... Ca
bon cudi xoa.

Tu Ba thich chi néi tiép :

- D¢ 1a chuyén noi déc ma nghe dé
gidi budn. Ngudi dat chuyén dé mudn
kiéu ngao mdy 6ng quan an hai 19... Bay
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gio com chin chua anh em?

Com don ra. No6i la don ché su that
doan tham hiém nay thiéu ca chén, daa.
Ho hdild cay, hdi nhanh cay ma thay thé...

Nuéc chdy trd lui.. Bai bun phoi
loang lodng dudi anh mdt tréi. Hai Tam
nhd sao réi cdm dam ma boi.

Tu Bd ngoi trudc mii xuong... Vao
ngon rach, chu dung day quan sat.

Hai Tam hoi :

— Minh phai ra hiéu cho Luc cu boi
xuong theo ché ? Khong 1é d€ ho linh
dinh ngoai song Cai. Hon nia, chung
minh chua ranh dia thé,

— Vi chua ranh nén minh quan sat
trudc. Chua chac ho thiét tinh véi bon
minh.



64 | Son Nam

Dut 16i Tu B4 nhay 1én bo rach,
tay xach bua. Nhanh nhu con sdc, chu
1én ngon cay tram cao nhut, ldy tay che
nang. Cha khong de rting U Minh thua
th6t dén thé dy...

Tiing ddm tram moc xo ro gitia canh
dong xanh ron day day Choi. Xa xa vai
viing nudc, noi tu hop hang tram con co,
con diéc, chu day qua bén phai. Tan chan
troi mot tan cay nho lén giong nhu 16ng
che, cht 1am bam:

— Cay bang thi phai. Loai cay nay
it khi nao moc tu nhién & dat &m thap.
Nhut dinh xua kia c6 nguoi dem téi day
trong...

Hinh anh cta kho vang bi moét hién
ra trong tam tri. Chua gat dau, nhin ky lan
ntia tan cay xa xo0i ay.
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Ngoi dudi xudng, Hai Tam nong rudt
nén thuc giuc:

— C6 gi la khong ? Cho anh em tui
toi coi vOi...

Tu Ba tré xuong dat, budc 1én xuong
roi noi:

— La ché... nhung thién co bat kha
l1au. Nay gié minh & trong ngon rach dau

qua ngoai kia Luc cu ch¢ dgi, sanh nghi
minh tréd ra lap tic, mai ho vao...

Via thay dang xuong Tu Ba tré ra,
Luc cyu mung r& v cung. Tén Méch té vé
tlc gian :

— Nay gio tui né dn com no bung bd
minh ngoai nay.

ROi nhin Luc cu, y tiép:
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— Bon nay lgi hai lam, phai khong
Luc cu?

— Dung vay... Vi bon bon ho ho lgi
lgi hai nén minh phai dé phong cin
than. TU nay bat ct cau chuyén nao gitia
chiing minh téi chi néi biang tiéng Mién...
Cht may ndi lai cho bon né hiéu. Thinh
thodng t6i mdi noi tiéng Viét.

Xudng cu vao vam. Tu Ba cudi ndi
niém nao:

— Thua cu dung nhu 16i cu doan
trudc ngoai vam nay hoi nay cé cop di
t6i di lui.

Ban tin ban nghi, Luc cy héi :
— Cop dau roi?

— Cop s tui toi. Thiia luc ay tui toi
dudi theo tan ngon rach nhung cop chay
mat dang v€ phia nay...
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Luc cu ngdi nhong téi hai tat ngang:
— Phianao ?

Pé do y Luc cy, Tu Ba ¢6 tinh ndi sai
lac:

— Da phia tay trdi...

Trén guong mdt Luc cu thodng gon
nodi vui mung.

« Phai chang phia tay mdt, phia c6
tan cdy bang la dia diém c6 kho tang?»
Tu Bd mai suy nghi nhung chua ddm qua
quyét. Dau sao di niia trong blic man bi
mat da hé moét tia sang dang cha y.

Poan xuong luét nhe trén dong nude
duc ngau.

Ngon rach ndi tiép vao khu riling
tram thuy.
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Ngon choai phu lén mdt nudc, ai nay
ding day chong sao....

bugc mot khoang dai, tén Mach noéi
vG6i phia trudc:

— Téi day nguy hiém lam. Luc cu
muon dan dudng cho anh em. Khong
khéo dém nay khong biét ngt phuong

nao...

Dé t6 thai do dan em, Tu Ba ung
thuan.

Luc xudng boi qua mat, Luc cu dan
do:

— Cht nén cdn ddn anh em diéu nay
thoi.

— biéu gixin Luc cu day cho. Anh em
chung to6i 1a ké xa la, trdm sy déu trong
cdy vao su bao boc cua Luc cu.



Vach mét chan troi | 69

— Coi chting ran doc...

Hai Tam va Tu B4 giat minh, quan
sat m¢ day choai xanh tuoi bi de bep nga
rap dudi ludn xudng.

Tén Mach mé giong dan anh:

— Rén & phia truéc mdt, & trén ngon
cdy... May anh chim co vung U Minh an
thit ran ma song. May anh sg ha?

So thi Hai Tam, Tu B4 sg that !
Nhung khong 1é nhiing ngudi khong sg
cop lai nhat nhat trudc nhiing con vat bé
bdéng hon, Tu Ba gid sac mat tram tinh:

— Ran & nudc nao cb can chét ai.
Luc cu noi:

— Dém nay minh ngu trén dat kho.
Lat niia téi vung ran ddc... loai ran ho...
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Nho ¢6 gang chéo chdng, doan nguoi
nghi tay trudc mat troi lan.

Luc cu dan ho téi mot giong dat kha
cao. Com chiéu viia dn xong, ho dot lua
cho am.

Muo6i loan rting bay ra ao, 16p thi ltia
tap chdy canh, 16p bi dap... nhung tung

van chiém uu thé.

— Mét thi may chu chung vo nép nga
trudc - Luc cu néi.

Tu B4 lac dau:

— Luc cu nén ngu trudc. Anh em tui
toi canh chiing cop.

— T6i chua budn ngu.

Tuy ndi vay ché Luc cu ciing ngap
dai. Tu Ba sanh nghi.
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Mudi bay nhu vii trau, ¢6 sao Luc cu
chua chiu rat vé nép. Han Luc cu thtia
cd hoi nay d€ quan sat dia hinh dija vat
hodc 4am muu am hai. Chu ndi:

— Thua Luc cy, t6i cd tat thuc khuya.
Néu vay thi dém nay ta cung thtc...

Luc cu khong tra 16i, cti mét lam i
nhin dnh soi sdng trén giong dat, phan
chiéu xuong mat nudc.

L4 choai rung chuyén. Mot con rua
bo 1én, ngong 6 roi di quanh gidng.

bé gidi tri Tu Ba tim cuc dat kho
dinh ném con ruia no.

La thay! Giong nay toan la cat min.
Quao 16p cat, tay cha dau diéng. cham
vao mot vat gi cting va bén, Moi 1én, chu
tr6 mat: d6 la miéng chén kiéu, trang
men xanh. Gia by nhu khong dé€ y, chu
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ném miéng chén no vé phia con rua.
- Bom!

Tiéng dong ay khién Luc cu gidt
minh. Luc cu liéc thdy miéng chén roi
trudc mat:

— Chua ngti sao chu ? Lam gi vay ¢
Tu Ba dap:
— Buon qua, t6i liéng rua.

— Hoi dau ma liéng. Muon dn may
con, mai nay mac stic ma bat. Xu nay
nhiéu rtia lam. Thoi minh di ngt.

No6i xong Luc cu chung vao nop.
Tu Ba noi:
— Toi cling ngu...

Ndm trong nép, Tu Ba mé mat trao
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trdo. Dong Itia tan rui, con vai dom than
thoi thop ruc sang khi gié riing théi qua.
Cai miéng chén phat giac ra khi nay kh-
ién chu tran troc, nghi ngd rdang trén
giong cat nay, xua kia da cé ngudi dén 6.
Ho giau, xai chén kiéu.

— Rung U Minh bi méat that! Minh la
ké dén sau. Nguoi giau sang nao da dén
ta tuc noi giong nay?

Tu Ba ¢6 tim ra cau tra 16i. Do6i mat
mét moi bat dau sup mi, chu ngay pho
pho quén ca tran mua roi lac rac bén
ngoai nop.

Hai cdn choi da dung xong trén giong
cat...

Ho don tram lam c6t, lam keo. La
dlia nuéc moc rai rac ¢ may lung gan do,
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tuy it nhung du lgp che mua, che nang.
Cu doi ba ngay. Hai Tam boi xudng vé
phia song Cai Lén, mua gao mua mudi.

— Bay gid chung toi lam rung 6 dau
¢ Tu Ba hai.

Luc cu trinh bay:

— Xung quanh day ché & dau. bat tot
lam.

— Nhung mua nay nudc lut.

— Nudc lut la co hoéi tot. May chu cd
phat cd, chat day choai don goc tram...
Nudc ngap, goc cay goc cd phai chét.
Thang sau, nudc giut xudng thap vi troi
b6t mua. Qua mua han, cd dét 16p co do,
lay tro lam phan.

Tu Ba gat dau:

— To6i hiéu roi. Mua mua nam tdi,
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minh bat dau tia lda xudng.

— Chu néi dung, giong nhu lam ray
bap. Thay vi trong bap, ta gieo lua giong.

Ké& hoach da vach san, Tu B4, Hai
Tam va noi bon bt dau thi hanh.

La thay! Luc cu va tén Mach chi don
cay chdt cd lay 1¢. Thinh thodng hai ngudi
boi xuong di vao rung sau.

Tu B4 dén gan Hai Tam, ndi nhé :

— Ho di dau vay ? Chu coi chting. Mt
minh t6i boi xuong theo ho cho biét.

— Khong nén, chu Tu a ! Rai bé gi...
Hay la hai anh em minh cuing di.

— Ho cang sanh nghi. Rai ho tré lai
day thinh linh, thay mat dang tui minh...

— Khong sao... Minh vién c¢é di bat
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ca, di hai cui.

Hai Tam va Tu Ba budc lén chiéc
xuong doc mdc nham hudng céy bang
truc chi.

Say moc lua thua thanh hang dai,
dang muia mua ma 14 say nhu kho can.
Bong nhién cay sao cta Hai Tam lin sau
xudng dat. Mat thang bang, chd té nhao.
May thay, nudc chi ngdp ngang co.

Tu Ba can nhan :

— Phdi ¢6 y ti méi dugc! Minh gay
tiéng dong am am nhu vay at 16 bi mét.
Biét dau bon Luc cu va tén Mach dang
tréo 1én ngon cay nao dé d€ do xét ching
minh.

Hai Tam 6m ghi vao lai xuong, lay
trén d€ nhay tré 1én:
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— Dai ca ray oan cho t6i. Duéng nhu
cay sao dung nham tht dat gi qua mém...
nén toi teé.

— Chong 1én bo say ma dat mém a
¢ V6 ly qua. bat 6 dudi nuéc mdéi mém
ché...

Hai Tam cai lai:

— Khong tin tdi trd lai cho cti cho dai
ca thay ro.

Xuong cdp vao bo sdy. Hai Tam
phéng sao 1én bg, cam tu tu, bong dung
cay sao no chay tudt ludt nhu lot vao cai

ho khong day.
— Thay chua ! Dai ca cai ntia chua ?
Tu Ba tré mat:

— Dau, chu dua cay sao cho toi.
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RoOi chd do dam. Qua nhu 16i Hai
Tam, cay sao dn xuong roi chay luén vao
long dat...

Chu noi:

- bat dia giky qua. D€ t6i tham thinh
thu coi. Chua Hai dua cay mdc cho toi.

Cam cay mac, Tu Ba budc qua dam
sdy, doi chdn do dam trén giong. Nudc
lanh ngat, mat giong x6p nhu bong gon.
bi téi lui vai budc, chu 1dm bam:

— bat khong chan.

Hai Tam e ngai:

— Dai ca coi chiing...

— Coi chting cdi giong gi?

- Kia, phia dau gidong rung rinh bot
nudc soi 1én sung suc. Dai ca hay tré 1én
xuong...
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— Khong dugc, ta phai do tht...

Vai con ran nudc bo sot soat trén mé
14 cay say vang ua. Biét loai nay khong loi
hai nhung Tu B4 ngta tay, chém manh.
L ran 1dn xudng nudéc.

Mot con ran bi dut lia, khuc diu c6
gang ngéng lén khoi mat nuéc ha miéng
tha kho khe. Than ran chim xuéng mau
loang lodng trong mau nudéc do sam.

Hai Tam huoi cdy sao dép dau ran.

Nudc tung lén trang x6a mang theo
cai dau ran... Tinh c6 ran lai ré6t ngay
vao xuong. Hai Tam mat binh tinh dap
xuong, nhdy qua giong.

Nuéc ao v xudng ngap be.

Xuong sap chim, Tu Ba hiéu riang
nudc trong riing khong c6 ché nao qua
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tat nudc ra.

Nhung kia Hai Tam huoi tay, u 6:

— Cuu toi! Ctu toi!

— Cai gi vay?

- Dat sup, dat sup...

Ngac nhién Tu Ba dam chan xudng
giong:

— Chu ndi gi la qua... Dat ciing ma.
Tai sao sup? Nay gio toi diing viing cho
nay dugc.

Hai Tam thét to:
— Pat lun dudi chan toi...

Hai Tam néi dang. Hai chan cta chu
lot vao khodng trong.
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Lép dat trén madt giong chi la mé
ré cay, mG day choai phti ngang. Khong
may chdc, chu da lun xudng ngang lung,
ngang nguc.

— Lam sao bay gio?

Tu Ba khong dam budc lai gan dé
niu ban trg 1én. Rui bé gi, ca hai phai
chét oan uong. Nhanh tri, cha huoi cay
sao, cam xudng dat bén canh Hai Tam.

— Chu Hai véi qua cay sao thu coi...

Hai Tam vin lay cay sao khong ding
viing. Phia duéi noi cam sao, dudng nhu
khong co dat.

Tu B4 6n lai tri nhé. Hoi nao t6i gio
chu chua tling gap cudc dat nao nhu
Vay...

Tu Ba noi:
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— Pling nhuc nhich. Dat lun xudng
nguy lam, d€ t6i don cay tram cho chu
vin...

Thai khac troi qua...

Hai Tam that sac. Bong diém chua
hinh nhu phang phat dau day, mat nudc
dang lén ngang nguc, ngang cd. Trong
phut giay chu ngé minh da chét réi. Hoi
thd don trong nguic, d6i mat ma dan. Con
dau hinh ddng x6m lang bén bé Hau Gi-
ang mat rugi bong cau, bong diia! Con
dau hinh ddng cua thi€u ni yéu kiéu ma
chu dem long thuong mén tu khi gip
nhau l4n d4u tién tai rach Ong Ray. Hoi
nao dén gio chu chua dugc ai yéu... mai
dén lic nham mat.

Nudc lanh ngat. Vai con vét loe ngoe
dung chan chu. Cha ru lén.
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Tu Ba chdt nhat bua cudi cung vao
goc tram, chd ddy cdy tram 1én xudng
hoi nhanh.

Cay tram cao hon ndm sau sai, cam
xudng bén canh Hai Tam.

Miing quynh, Hai Tam ngoi lén...
c6 stic nhac than minh. Ving bun xao
dong, soi bot boc mui hoi ham.

Ngoi trén xudng, Tu Ba doc thuc:

— DPugc roi... BDugc roi dé toi boi
xuong lai gan.

Than chu nho 1én khoéi bun dén ntia
lung. Khon noi cay tram no nhu cam vao
noi khong cé day! Stic nang cua Hai Tam
lai tri cay coc xuong sau hon khi chu viia
bam vao.

Xuodng tién lai gan.
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Thtia co, Hai Tam v6i qua mii xudng.

Xuodng nghiéng qua moét bén, nudc
tran vao.

— Dung lam vay... khong khéo chét
ca dam bay gio. — Tu Ba hét to roi chong
xuong trd lui.

Hai Tam hut tay. Toan than cta cha
lin xu6ng nhu ct.

Cam thay su khi€p nhugc ctia minh,
Tu Ba cho xuéng diing lai, suy nghi. Tim
phuong ké nao bay gio?

Lam “dai ca” 1é nao bo roi em ut khi
lam con hoan nan. Nhung tu tt véi em
ut 1a dai dot. Tu B4 nhin troi.

Trén ngon tram, qua bay lugn den
ngom nhu ché moi.

Hai Tam khong rén siét, cé 1é vi mon
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hoi, ¢ 1é vi hiéu s6 kiép.

Bong tu phia cay bang, chiéc xuong
cua tén Mach va Luc cu B6 Pha tién lai.

Tu Ba quo cay sao lén troi lam dau
hiéu.

Tén Mach néi 16n:

— Nguy qua roi, d€ t6i ra stic ctiu chu
Hai.

Tu Ba cau nhau:

— Tram chuyén nhd Luc cu va chu
Mach. Téi nghiép, chung toéi & xa dén
chua hiéu dia thé viing nay...

Luc cu xam cay sao xuong dat, nhin
bot nudc s6i 1én ting uc. Luc cu rat sao

1én, xam lan tha nhi cach dé chiuing vai
sai. bat cung doi lai.
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— Cho nay déy...

Tén Mach nhdy xudng nudc ngap
t6i lung quan. Han dua dau cay sao dén
trudc mat Hai Tam.

— Cht nam cho chic. T6i kéo chu ra
khéi “trap”

Hai Tam y 10i.
Luc cu ndéi:

— D€ t6i nhay xudng chiu ngay dau
sao. Coi chting trgt “trdp” nay nguy hiém
lam, hoi nao t6i gio chon song khong
biét bao mang nguoi.

Chap sau, Hai Tam mting r&:
— Khoi r6i. Bat cho nay cting.

Chu dung day, khoat nudc rua mat
r6i nhin Tu Ba véi d6i mat buon phién:
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— Nay gio dai ca té qua... Nhay xudng
nudc chét chéc gi dau.

Tu Ba thé dai:

— Toi chua hiéu tai sao & day co
nhiing vung dat sa lay xen vao nhiing
vung dat cing. Mua nay nudéc ngdp lam
sao toi thay dudi day cho dugc. Chu Hai
hiéu gitim t6i. Néu biét truéc dugc nhu
vay, toi cting khong dam phién Luc cu.

Pé danh tan bau khong khi bat hoa,
Luc cu mim cuoi:

— Thoi, chu Hai 1én xudng cua toi
dudng stic.

Xuong Luc cu va tén Mdch di trude

chd Hai Tam.

Tu B4 1ti thui chong xudng theo sau
nhu ké that tran. Cha buon buc trong
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long. Dau muodn hay khong, nhut dinh
Hai Tam sé mang on ctu ti hoan sanh
ctia Luc cu va oan han vi khi nay chu
khong dam liéu minh ctiu ban.

Chu hoi:

— Thua cy, cho sa lay hoi nay la cai
trap? Tradp la gi, ching t6i chua hiéu.

Luc cu giat minh ndi tré:

~ O, hoéi nay t6i ndi céi trdp. Kho
hiéu lam. Trap cling nhu ving lay vay
thoi, khong cat nghia dugc...

ROi cu noi lang sang chuyén khac:

— T6i choi roi... Méch oi... doi bung
qua...
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Cu kéu tling chap.

Khu rling lac nay that 1a do ndo. Bay
co6 ma thinh thoang thtic gidc kéu hoang.

Tu bé troi toi nhu muc. Vai bong
con dom dém bay t6i lui roi dau vao la
co ven thém dat.

Luc cu B6 Pha chua ngut.

bém nay Luc cu coi vui muing vi hoi
trua Luc cu da ciu dugc mot mang nguoi.
Hang ngt Tu B4 stit mé. Han lgi hai that
nhung chi con mét minh han thoi. Hai
Tam, tén b ha dac luc, da bat dau mat
tin nhiém “dai ca” va ngd y mudn lam dé
td Luc cu.

Trong choi, bép un da gan tan.

Nhat géc cui kho, Luc cy moi vao
bép un quat khéi.



90 | Son Nam

Trong nop, Hai Tam tré minh roi noi
nhtia nhuya:

— Dai ca gi ma nhat qua... Troi oi!
Phéi khong c6 Luc cu t6i cuu thi anh
chét mat roi... em oi!

Luc cu budc lai gan goi khé:

— Hai Tam... Hoi dau ma gian. Chiing
nay chua ngt sao?

Hai Tam nghién rang ndi ti€p:

— Em oi tlf ngay gip nhau é rach Ong
Ray, anh nhé... thuong. Ng& dau chung
ta lai hoi ngo, at la duyén tién dinh ché
gi... Noi di em Anh khong mudn & rting
U Minh lam gi. Anh thé song chét...

Luc cu lang nghe giut minh. Rach
Ong Ry chinh 13 noi 6ng ta ta tic mot
thoi gian kha lau, trudc khi hoc bua ngai
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di tim vang. Noi day... Luc cu da luu lai
bao ky niém viia chua x6t, viia tho mong.

Hai Tam dén rach Ong Ray dé€ lam
gi chu?

Miéng nép md tung, Hai Tam dui
mat hoi:

— Luc cu con thiic sao?

— Nay gi¢ t6i chua ngt. Chua khoe
chua?

— Thua Luc cuy, khoe roi... khat nuéc

qua. Nay gio toi nam mé ha? Luc cu nghe
toi noi gi khong?

— Chu mé nhiéu chuyén, téi nghe
khong hét dau duoi. Thoi cha ngoi day
cho khoe.

Luc cu dich than xdch gdo nuéc dén
minén nha, miac nudclanh cho Hai Tam.
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Sau khi uéng nudc, Hai Tam lau mo
héi r6i nam xudng kéo mi ndp lai.

Luc cu dén bén canh, s¢ vao tran cua
Hai Tam:

— Khoan ngu, chd t6i ndu nudc tram
cho chu uong.

— Da khong dam lam phién Luc cu.

- Dling ngai... Toi uéng ludn thé.
Nudc 14 tram trti phong bd phdi.

Cuc ching di Hai Tam danh ngoi
day dé chiéu long Luc cu.

Bac noi nudc 1én bép xong, Lup cu
ché cui, quat Itia:

— Neé chu Hai, t6i hoi chu diéu nay ?

-~ Dadiéugi?
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— Toi ngai qua, khong hiéu chu noéi
thiét v4i toi chang ¢

— Da, on ctia Luc cu nhu troi nhu
bién, ctiu t6i ra khoi sa lay, Luc cu ct coi
toi nhu,.. em chéu trong nha.

— Nay gi®, chi nam chiém bao gap ai
ma noi lam nham?

Moi tinh riéng ap u ti 1au khong 1é
gio day dem ra thd 10. N6i doi thi ciing
ngdt bang nodi that thi chua chac Luc
cu cam théng hoan canh cta chu. Méi
ngudi c6 moét trudng hop yéu duong
khac nhau. Néi chuyén yéu duong cho
ngudi tu hanh nghe la diéu khong nén,
Vo 1é.

Nghi vay. Hai Tam tra 16i van tat:

— Toi nhé ngudi tinh nhan & qué xu.
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— Tai sao chu khong cuéi vg cho roi
? Gitta Tu B4 va cha, chac la cho ba con
than thudc.

— Ngudi la Luc cu a! Tu Ba ru t6i di
theo y di lap nghiép, toi vui long nhan
161, kién y lam anh ca...

— Da di bat ca....
— Bat ca... sao sup xuong trap?

Tiéng “trap” khién cho Hai Tam chu
y hon. H6i nao dén gid chu nghe trong
truyén Tau nhac lai Puong Vuong sa
lay... Trap la gi ¢ Phai chang do¢ la tiéng
ctia ngudi Mién ¢ Tai sao & nhiing noi
bun lay nuéc dong khac lai khong co
trap? Cau chuyén tim vang khién Hai
Tam tram ngam, mang suy nghi ma quén
tra 161 cau hoi cua Luc cu,
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— Chu té xudng nudc a? - Luc cu
nhac lai cau hoi...

— Da, v0 y té xuéng nudc... Nhung
thua Luc cy, trap la gi? Tiéng ctia ngudi
Mién?

- D¢ la tiéng Viét Nam... ch6é nao
bun lay thi kéu la “trap”.

Cau tra 16i cua Luc cu chua lam hai
long Hai Tam. Thu bun lay & trap nhu
khong phai la bun thu thiét. Hoi sang luc
1am nguy sap chét ngdp, chu cé cam giac
nhu dung choi voi gitia long song. Tat ca
su huyén bi cua khu riing U Minh bao
gom trong tiéng trap.

bé goi y, Hai Tam néi:

— Thua Luc cy, 6 miét Long Xuyén
thiéu gi noi bun lay, nhung t6i chua chét
hut lan nao ca.
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Bau khong khi tré nén yén lang.
Tinh thé Luc cu that l1a kho xt.

Luc cu chgt nay y dinh muon 16i
cuén Hai Tam vé phe minh. Néu Hai
Tam chiu t6 gidc am muu ctia Tu B4 thi
Luc cu san sang trong thudng Hai Tam,
chia cho m¢t phan kho tang...

Xui duc Hai Tam lam phan la chuyén
khd, khong xting diang v6i mot thai do
anh hung.

Khong xuai duc thi that bai.

Dau sao di nita. Hai Tam cling da
sup vao trap, suyt chét. Va Tu Ba dang
ban khodn v€ tai nan da qua, cdi tai nan

kinh khting lam mat thanh danh y.

Sau cung Luc cu quyét dinh: nén giai
thich so qua tiéng “trdp” dé td long thanh
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that va d€ y do xét coi bon Tu Ba c6 dn'y
tranh gianh v6i minh khong?

— Neé chu Hai budn ngt chua?

— Da t6i con thic. Dém nay miing
qua khé ngu.

— Tu ray veé sau chu dung bén mang
t6i chd nao co trap. Trap 1a nhiing con
kinh an luon dudéi mat dat. Hom nao ranh
chu dao riing U Minh vdi t6i. Pudng di
nudc bude 6 day khé khan lam.

— Pugc nhu vdy may man cho to6i
qua.

— Hoi xua thiéu gi ngudi tai gioi
hon cha. Vay ma ho bé mang tai riing U
Minh. Chu nghe chuyén 6ng Bao Cong
chua?

Gidt minh, Hai Tam ngo6i day...
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SG trudng ctia ngudi Mién 1a thuat lai
nhiing chuyén quai dan loai “Thach Sanh
chém chadn’, loai “Cong chua di tam gitia
ring cdy tong”. Chuyén Bao Cong xt an
Quach Hoe chi danh riéng cho ngudi
Tau va ngudi Viét Nam. Biét dau Luc cu
1a nguoi Viét Nam cai trang?

— Da t6i nghe noi so so vé chuyén
Bao Cong xu t0i Quach Hoe.

— Con nhiéu chuyén khdc. Thi du
nhu Bao Cong di chén ban.

— Da, nh¢ Luc cu néi ro...

— Theo 16i truyén tung ctia dng gia
ba ca thi 6ng Bao Cong ra linh cho b6 ha
di khip hoan cdu. Ong sim cho méi tén
bd ha mot chiéc tau bang dong. Tau nay
chay buoém, khong sg giong t6. Néu troi
im gié, bon bd ha ra tay cheo chiéc thuyén
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no. Cot chéo bang dong, quai cheo bang
chi to, cay cheo bang trdim huong. Nguoi
bo ha kéo neo. Tau bat ddu qua thim
nudc Nhut Bon, nudc Cha Va, Ma Ni,
mién Dudi réi dén nudc Nam.

Nhiing chi ti€t mo ho vo ly ay khién
Hai Tam nghi ngd. Chu ndi:

~ Ong Bao Cong dén nudc Nam tu
bao 1du? Trén tau ho chd mon gi?

— Tl ngan nam nay. Ho di chan ban
mang theo quan do, vat thuc dé phan
phat cho ngudi ngheo déi.

Hai Tam l1dm bam:
— La qua!
— Chu Hai chua tin a?

— Da... Xt minh tt hoi nao téi gio du
gao chd qua bén Tau ban 1a khac. Ong



100 | So'n Nam

Bao Cong dem gao qua day lam gi?

— Hé x1d nao thiéu gao thi 6ng Bao
Cong t6i phat gao. Xd nao thi€u vang
ngoc chau bau thi phat vang bac.

— Nhung ma cé ai nhan lanh duogc
mon nao khong?

— D€ t6i noi tiép. Di ngang song Cai
Lén, roi tau ho dén rung U Minh. Tau
chay buém ngon trén, vugt qua rung
tram nhdm mua nudc n6i. Ban bé sta
soan nau com, ké nham lta, ngudi vo
gao, anh ban no thdy cdi thung xudng
nudc. La qua, thung doi lén, dung dat.
Hoang hét anh ta la 1én:

— X4 buom... Ngting tau lai... Nudc
can.

Tré qua ro6i! Tau chay san 1én mo dat
kha cao, ti dat. Chép sau, tau ngting lai.
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Ban beé lac d4u, ho khong tai nao kéo
chiéc tau no trd lai song Cai dugc. Hon
nifa mua mua da dut, nudc trén rling
dan dan can. Ho lui thti tré xuong mé
song, tim ghe Hai Nam ma qua giang vé
Tau. Xdac chiéc tau no & gan day.

— Cho nao thua Luc cu?

Luc cu dap:

— Tu Ba biét ranh hon toi.

— Da t6i chua nghe Tu B4 ndi.

— Toi biét nhiéu ngudi lén day dé tim
xac chiéc tau no. Ho tin tudng trong do
c6 vang. Ban dém ho nam ngti ngoai rting
rinh mo tiing d6m sang. Miét riing, dom
dom nhiéu lam, thinh thoang & dusi dat
b6c 1én mot lan xanh le.

— Tai sao vay?
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— Vang choén lau ngay thanh “tinh”
— “Tinh” la gi? Thua Luc cu?

- La yéu tinh ma quy. Cach day
chiing ndm sdu nam, vai ngudi Tau téi
day rinh mo. Ho theo d6i may ldn xanh
le do, ngay nay qua ngay khac. Sau rét
ho gédp xac chiéc tau cua 6ng Bao Cong.
Dé che mat may ngudi di ring an ong
hodc ki€ém cui, may ngudi Tau no gia do
cat choi lam ray. Ho cudc dat, dung be
tau, dung ht vang. Luc mling quynh ho
la 16n:

— Vang! Vang!

Ttic thoi, dat sup chon chiéc tau no,
chon luon xdc may ngudi tim vang.

Cau chuyén hidp dan tdm tri Hai
Tam, khién chu quén rang ké ng6i trudc
mat la ké thu ctia chua va Tu Ba.
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Luc cu mé& khay trau, nhai miéng cau,
ddéi mat tram ngadm nhin anh lta thoi
thop. Phai chdng minh da ndi qua nhiéu,
tiét 16 hai diém bi mat? Rui Hai Tam lam
phan, dem chuyén bi mat ké lai cho Tu
Ba nghe thi bi sao? Nhung “phong lao
thi phai theo lao”, Luc cu néi tiép:

— May ngudi Tau no chét oan mang.

— Tai vi 6ng Bao Cong linh hién, phai
khong Luc cuy ?

— Toi khong biét ranh tich 6ng Bao
Cong. Tai ho thi€éu am ddc... Loi tuc
thudng nodi: Dugc bac thi sang, dugc
vang thi khd. Vang dé danh cho ké nao
da am duc, 6ng cha kiép trudc an & tu
thién.

— Chiéc tau bi chén 6 dau? Minh nén
l1ap miéu thd nhiing nguoi chét oan...
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— To6i khong ranh ché chiéc tau
nhung diéu ma toi bi€t thi dudng chiéc
tau da chay qua i dat... N6 & ngay trén
nén choi minh dang ngodi day... an dailén
ring, dat 16 mot dudng nhu con kinh
dao, kinh d6 sau lam, lau ngay cé moc
14p 1én mat choai dén bo tran lan. Ran
doc chen chuc dao hang... Dd la trap.
Sup xudng trap at bdo mang vi né sdu nhu
con kinh nhung hai bén b& trén mat thi
che khuat.

Hai Tam rung minh:

— Toi khong de. Heén chi nuéc duéi
trdp lanh ngat, duong nhu cd cua xdm
lai can chén t6i. Qua mua nang, trap con
nudéc khong, thua Luc cu.

— Con ché. Ngudi di riing dé bi sa
lay hon. Luc dé khé phan biét dau la trap
dau la dat cting vi choai va dén lan tran.
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— Trép an dai tii dau téi dau?
— Toi chua biét.

Anh lta trong bép un lyi din, tiéng
vac an dém kéu oang odc... Luc cu budc
xuong dat, toan khép cua lai. Viia téi clia,
bong nghe tiéng chan ngudi chay thinh
thich.

— Aido? Aido?
Béng no da khuat trong bong dém.

Khong can suy nghi, Luc cu thta
hiéu la bong Tu Ba. Nay gio han nghe
ngoéng ngoai vach.

— Thang nay 1gi hai that. Luc Cu ldm
bam.

Nam trén vat, Hai Tam hodang sg.
Chu tudng tugng cudc xung dot sap xay
ra. Tinh thé cua cha that khé xi, bén
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tinh bén ly.

Bép lta tan lui, Luc cu tré 1én vat,
chun v6 n6p khong néi mot 16i.

Gio rling théi manh, chting nghe qua
lanh Hai Tam mdi hay rang Luc cu quén
khép ctia. Chu thuc day lan mo tt budc.
Kia... dung nép vao bé ctia mot bong
nguoi khong xa la cho lam: tén Mach.

— A anh Mach niy gid thiic hay ngt ?

— Lam sao ngt dugc. Toi khong de
anh em minh lai rinh rap véi nhau nhu
vay. Minh da la ngudi di ki€ém dat lam
rudng thi nén dum boc lan nhau. Toi
khong de Tu B4 lai rinh rap. To6i chd linh
cta Luc cu d€ ra tay.

Tu trong nop, Luc cu noi vong ra.

— Méch oi! Di ngt di. Con ai rinh
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ntia. M& ctia choi sang dém ciing khong
so. Nay gid tai sao may khong thiic coi
chiing?

— Da con khong de ..

— Nhung ma... chua dén ndi nao.
Thoi di ngt.
Sang hom sau Hai Tam xin phép Luc

cu dé vé choi cua Tu Ba:

— Hom nay trong minh t6i khoe rdi,
Luc cuy hiéu dum tinh canh kho xt cta
tOi.

— Chu cti vé, ran cin than 16i an tiéng
ndi khi nao can chu t6i tham toi.

— Da cam on.
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Guong mat vu tu tram tram cta Tu
Ba khién Hai Tam nghi t6i viéc rinh bén
choi nghe 1én hém qua. Chu xét lai ban
than viing long tin rang minh khong cé
thai do hodc 16i nao phan ban.

Nhung Tu Ba khong mudn tin nhu
Vay.

— Ne chu Hai, Luc cu la ngudi nhu
thé nao?

Cau hoi that 1a t6i nghia. Hai Tam
hoi ky:

— Dai ca muodn biét tanh tinh ctia 6ng
ta a? Do la ngudi kin dao.

— Thi 6ng ta kin ddo tu hoi nao téi
gio véi tat ca moi ngudi. Toi mudn hoi:
Luc cu cé phadi la ngudi Viét Nam
khong?
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— Dung la ngudi Viét Nam.
— Sao chu biét?

- Ong ta néi tiéng Viét Nam rat ranh,
ranh hon may ngudi Viét Nam it an hoc.
To6i nam ngu rén ré6i mG vy ma Ong ta
nghe dugc.

Suy nghi hoi lau, Tu Ba gat dau dong
y: Mau da den duaa cua Luc cu chua chac
1a mau da thiét. Chu nghe don rang may
nguoi hoc gong Xiém thudng udéng thudc
“ndi” dé luyén noi cong. Chat thudc
ngam vao thit, mau da tré nén den sam.

— Luc cu ndi chuyén gi ma tdi nghe
16m tich 6ng Bao Cong chan ban ?

— Ong néi héi xua c6 ghe vang cla
nguoi Tau t6i rling nay, ghe mac can, tao
nén may duong « trap » sau khong kém
kinh dao. Ngay hom qua t6i mac nan vi
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sup xudng trap do.

— Toi hiéu réi. Toi dung rinh ngoai
vach ti dau t6i cuoi. Chu di nghi dudng
stc. Khuya nay, bon minh c6 cong viéc.
Tat cd nhiing mén gi bén déu gom lai, thi
du nhu cay mac ma cha xin dugc & vam
rach 6ng Ray. Lat niia, t6i trg ve.

Dut 161 Tu B4 xuong xudng, chong
di mdt minh vé xé6m Cay Bang.

Hai Tam nhin theo, cht hoi bu6n vi
phen nay, duéng nhu chu khong dugc
tin nhiém nhu truéc.

Xuong di khuat vao rung. Tu Ba
quan sat dia hinh, dia vat. Ch6é Hai Tam
bi sup ngay hom qua, la noi lau sdy moc
thanh hang dai. Hang lau say d6 nho lén
mat nudc nhu bd dé nho, chay quanh co
vO rung sau.
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2 an than, Tu Ba viia chong xuong
viia cam sao, thot xuong dat dé
do xét.

Qua that duéi hang lau sdy no la con
kinh khong day.

Mot khoang dat trong hién ra, cdi
nén nha kha to. La thay madt dat da bi
dao tu doi nao! Trong mé miéng chén,
miéng ca rang c6 vai cuc da to va mot
cuc da tron nhu cdt nha...

— Ho dao truéc minh! C¢ 1é day la
cho nguoi Tau dén gia bo lam ray cat
choi trude khi minh dén, nhu Luc cu néi.

Tuy that vong, nhung Tu B4 cam dao
dao l6p dat d€ cau may. Mai dao dung
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nham vat gi cing cling; nhin ky, d6 la
mot cong ré to 16n. Cha ngac nhién:

— Gifia rting tram lam sao co loai cay
ctiing va chac nhu vay?

Chit 1én 16t khuc vo, cha dua vao
miéng nhai thu.

Cha nhan mat... VO c6 mu rit rit
chat ngat. Hoi nho, duong nhu chua da
tiing ngam mot lan.

— A, v0 cay sao!

Chu mung quynh khi thay goc sao
to tuéng nho lén cach d6 khong xa. Bi
chdt ngang, ch6i sao moc khd cao mau la
xanh dam noi bét gitia riing tram.

Va tiéng ve kéu ra rd. Hoi 6 Long
Xuyén tiéng ve da giy cho cht mot ndi
buon man mac khi trdi nang ém a thiéu
gio mat.
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— Cay sao la loai moc trén giong dat
cao hodc trén nui. Chac c6 nguoi téi day
cat nha hay cat chtia. Ho trong cay sao
lam dau tich.

Qua khoi nén nha, bo lau sy tiép tuc
giang hang noi qua giong dat cao hon, tan
cay bang diing sting siing nhu long che.
Loai cay bang theo chu hiéu khong bao
gié moc ty nhién gilia riing tram thay.
Truong hop cua no cling giong nhu cay
sao nay.

Mat trdi 1én cao.

Chu xudng xuong trd vé choi mang
theo m& rau muong, mdt con rua dé Luc

cu khoi nghi ky khi bat gap.

Budc vO choi, chi ngac nhién khi
thdy Hai Tam vang mat.

— Ho toan bay am muu gi day? Qua
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that Hai Tam da bat dau budc qua phe
Luc Cuy, lam phan.

Nghi vay Tu Ba rat doi cam tuc, chay
qua choi cta Luc Cu.

Trén vat tram, Hai Tam dang ngoi
x€p bang, cung kinh. Trong lic do, Luc
Cu cam cdi 6 dong dung nudc, mi¢ng
doc bua chu.

— Chu Hai! Vé bén nay lap tuc.
Hai Tam trgn mat, day lai:

— Chuyén gi gap di vay. Luc Cu dang
lam phép doc kinh cho t6i.

— Lam gi ma doc kinh?

— T6i nhic dau tu hoi sang t6i bay
gio.

— Di rling vé, d6i bung, t6i tuéng cha
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& nha biét lo cong viéc, de dau.
Dut 16i Tu Ba quay got.

Vo tinh, chu da sa vao ké ly gian cua
Luc cu.

Luc cu mim cudi, nhing ngdn tay vo
0 nudc ray lén lung Hai Tam.

— Phép ctia toi t6i day la hét! Buon
qud. Thoéi chu vé, kéo Tu Ba gian lay t6i
toi.

— Toi vé choi dé hoi Tu B4 dau duoi
tu su. Lam anh ca cta t6i ma tanh tinh

heén ha ti€u nhon. Téi nhtt dinh khong
phuc.

Tu B4 lui cui nhum lta trong nha.
Thay Hai Tam vé, chu khong quay lai.
Bau khong khi bat dau khoé thé. Nhu héi

han, Hai Tam xtc gao vao noéi dem vo &
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mé nudc sat thém.

Vo xong, Hai Tam dén gan bép, dat
noi lén:

— Dai ca dluing gidn. Ho6i sang dai ca
v riing ma khong cho t6i theo. G nha
buon qua, tdi nam nghi chgt thdy én
lanh xuong s6ng. Thiéu thudc men, to6i
qua choi nho Luc cy lam phép gium.

Tai sao Hai Tam mé bua phép cta
Luc cu? D4u sao di nia, theo su xét doan
cia Tu B4, Hai Tam clng da mat ban
chat trung thanh.

— Phai lam, — Tu B4 ndi. - Toi khong
muon chu vo riing chung moét xudng véi
toi.

— Dai ca doi y kién r6i sao ché! Hoi
nao minh thé thot sanh ti du diéu. Néu
khong thau nhan thi toi tré ve.
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— Vé Long Xuyén a?

— Khong? Toi khong vé Long Xuyén.
Toi vé rach Ong Ray. G d6 t6i c6 ngudi
quen nhu dai ca biét.

- D6 mé gai! Bao gio lam duogc
chuyén dai sy?

— Dai ca khong nén néi nang nhe.
Toi di day.

Rut cay mac trén vach, Hai Tam dut
vao nop, cuon lai roi di qua choi Luc cu.
Bao nhiéu hinh anh den t6i hién ra trudc
mat cua Tu Ba. Tu ray vé sau, chu sé co
ddc. Trong s6 ngudi di chung mot doan
hom trudc chang cé ai dang tin ciy. Roi
Hai Tam s€ ndi rd6 muc dich tim vang va
tht doan ban vay cop cho Luc cu nghe.
Tat nhién Luc cu hiéu dugc diém yéu cua
Tu Ba va bo tri giét chu sau khi tim dugc
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dau vét kho vang bi mat.
“No mat ngon, gian mat khon”

Nghi vay, Tu Ba budc ra ngoai kéu
vOi:

— Chu Hai 6 lai dén com roi hay di.
Nay gio toi nong tanh, cha diing budn.

Hai Tam néi gat:

— T6i no rai.

— Bé nao chu ciang phai tré lai dé
nghe toi ndi vai 16i.

— O ... t6i toi trd lai.

Dé giti m&i thién cadm, Tu Ba khuyén
Hai Tam xudng xuong cua chu ma qua

choi Luc cu.

Xudng vuia cdp sat nén nha, Luc cu
da ngoat Hai Tam:
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— Kho qua! Dudng nhu chu giy g6
v6i cha Tu. Toi la ké ngoai cudc. Toi
khuyén hai chu nén hoa thuan.

Hai Tam ké lai nhiing gi da xay ra.
Cht néi gan:

— Hai ba ngay ray, Tu Ba hét tin tdi,
nghi rang t6i theo phe Luc Cu.

— Sao chu biét ?

— To6i da chung c6. Hoi sang nay Tu
Ba chdng xuong vo riing mot minh, cé 1é
di theo may cai trap.

“Nghi ngd gi niia! Qua that Hai Tam
da thuat lai chuyén 6ng Bao Cong chin
ban cho Tu Ba nghe rdi. Va cé 1€ Tu B4
da vao riing tham thinh” Luc cu mudn
trach ci Hai Tam vé toi tiét 10 bi mat
nhung suy nghi moét chap, Luc cu noi:
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— Tu Ba di vo trap bang xudng?
- Da.

— Di huéng nao.

— T6i chua ranh.

— Duéi xuong cd gi la khong.

4

— C¢ vai con rua. Xuong dau 6 mé
nudéc kia.

Do6i mat ctia Luc cu bong nhién sang
lén. Trong khoang xudng vai miéng vé
cay den moc noi lénh bénh. Gia do nhu
moi lung, Luc cu vuon vai budc xudng
dat, di ra san. Khong can nhai tht, Luc
cu qua quyét dé la vo cay sao, loai cay
khong bao gid moc tu nhién & riing tram
thuy nay.

Budn ba, Luc Cu vao choi. Vua luc
ay Hai Tam dang m& nép ra ndm ngu.
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Chgt thoang thay cay mac, Luc Cu
that sac, noi tham:

— Thao nao hém trudc Hai Tam nga
mé, miéng no6i ldm nhdm véi ngudi con
gai & miét Ong Ray.

Ngudi con gai § ngon rach dy nao xa

la gi v6i Luc Cu!

Ndm ngt khong yén, Hai Tam trinh
bay vé trudng hgp ctia minh:

— Bi xua dudi t6i théi chi qua, néu toi
nhap theo phe ctia Luc cu thi s6m mudn
gi Tu Ba cling giét hai.

— Chu Hai muon di vé dau?

~ Da t6i vé rach Ong Réy.

— Qué t6i 6 dd. Chu cu ta lai hinh
dang cua toi ai cling biét. Cau chuc chu
binh an v6 su. Khi nao lam an kha, toi
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bao thing Mach t6i d6 bao tin cho cha
hay. To6i thac mac qua. Chua chac Tu Ba
cho phép chu vé.

— Tai sao vay ¢

— Chu vé lam hu hong cong viéc lam
an cuayy.

Troi viia chang vang toi.

Gii 161 htia hoi trua, Hai Tam xudng
xuong trd vé choi Tu Ba. Cudc gap go
cudi cung that gay can. Moi 161 néi cua
Tu B4 déu biéu 16 sy ham doa:

— Ho6i nam xua, to6i xt to@ mot dda
em phan boi. Bay gid t6i coi nhu cha sap
phén boi toi.

Hai Tam cau may:
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— D€ tranh su nghi ky, t6i xin vé qué,
xa lanh dai ca va cling dé xa lanh Luc Cu.
Hai bén déu la tinh nghia la an nhén cta
toi. Bay gio toi ndi thiét véi dai ca vang
thoi bac nén t6i khong mang, toi... mudn
cuédi vg lam rudng.

— T6i muon chu & nén lai vai thang vi
toi can ngudi dang tin cay.

— Nhung t6i dau dugc dai ca tin cay
nhu xua niia. G lai ciing vo ich.

Tu Ba cudi to:

— Toi tim cach khac giup dé chu tré
lai dudng ngay lé phai. Chu dling qua
choi Luc Cu niia.
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— Dai ca nén thuong toi. Toi vé xu.
Chdn canh riing rdm nay qua roi.

— Vé thi cong viéc d6 bé hét sao?

biing trudc tinh thé kho s& dy Hai
Tam suy nghi nat éc. Tu ray tré di, dau
trung thanh hay phén boéi, chu ciing kho
song vi hai phe déu nghi ky. Trong ba
muoi sau chudc dao tau la hay nhtit, chu
1&m bam.

Mudi bay vo ve, kho do gidc ngu.
Chu noi:

— Toi bd quén cdi nép bén choi Luc
cu. Dai ca cho mugn chiéc xudng tré qua
dé lay cai nop vé day, lan chot.

— O lan chét. Qua d6 r6i vé lap tc,
gap mat toi.

Xuong dau ngay bén ctia Luc cu.
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Hai Tam chay lén choi, ndi nhanh:

— Nguy qua roi, thua Luc cy, Tu B4
khong cho phép t6i vé rach Ong Ray. Y
mudn t6i & lai choi ctia y, giam long toi.

— Chu & day, cho t6i nghi ké khac.

— Khong dugc. Tu B ra linh cho t6i
ve choi gap, ngu tai d6 dém nay. Toi vién
c6 qua day lay lai cdi nop. Luc Cu ctiu toi.
S6m muon gi Tu Ba khong tha tdi toi.

— Chu ct tré vé. Khuya nay, toi qua
choi tham chu r6i tinh todn sau.

— Khong dugc. Rui bé gi, Tu Ba gay
su v6i Luc Cu, véi toi.

— biing s¢. Chiling Tu Bd ngt, cha
ra ngoai san don. Bén nay, t6i boi xudng
qua, trudc mii xudng cé bép un chdy

do...



126 | So'n Nam

Vé choi, Hai Tam ung dung trai ndép
xuong vat ma nam nghi lung.

Chap sau, Tu Ba ngay pho pho.

Viia hé ctia, Hai Tam chgt thay xudng
ctia Luc cuy lu 1u tién lai gan.

Luc cu néi khé:

— N6 ngu chua?

- Da, dang ngu say...
— Chu doi lat naa..

Cai lung ron rén nhu ké trom. Luc
cu lai gan bép un, moc trong tui ra mot
goi gidy nhé thay vao lua.

Mui khdi khét nghet. Gi6 luon qua
khe ctia dua lan khoi v6 ngay nép Tu Ba.
Ban tay ctia Luc cu mo trong bong toi
tim ban tay ctia Hai Tam.
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Theo hi¢u linh, Hai Tam ra san, dung
im.

Chap sau, Luc cu ndi to:

— Dugc r6i. Hoi ndy toi x6ng 1a ca
dugc. Nhat dinh né ngu say téi mudi gio

sang. Chung ta tha ho noi chuyén. Troi
gam, Tu Ba cling khong thic day ndi.

— Thua Luc cu, t6i xudng xudng Tu
Ba di bay gid. Noi dém nay, xudng qua
song Cai Lon.

- Gip gi. O lat niia réi hay di. Toi
mudn nhd cha moét diéu nay.

— Xin Luc cu tin to6i.

— Chu dam giét Tu Ba khong?

~ Uy troi oi! Toi s¢ ldm. Nao thu oén
gi, dau sao Tu B4 ciing la ngudi on.
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— Chuing tinh day, Tu Ba nhat dinh
tim chu ma bat trd lai.

Hiéu rang do chi la 16i ham doa mo
hd do Luc cu bia ra d€ ham doa minh,
Hai Tam lac dau. Khong khéo lat niia,
Luc cu sé dich than ha sat Tu B4, chtuing
dé vai tuong ctia chu that khoé xt, chua
biét binh ai, bd ai. Chua vao choi lay nép
va cdy mac dem ra sin, d6i mat nhin
chiéc xudng con dang lac lu vi gon séng
nhu doi tach bén.

Trong choi, Tu B4 tré minh, rén hu
hti.

— Ai do... toi chét, toi chét.

Hai Tam lat dat tré vao. Tu Ba ngay
déu déu. Hai Tam nhin chiéc nép ctia
ban roi thé dai.

— Muc dich cua minh Ia tron khoi
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ring U Minh, ché nao phai giét ban.

Mot sang kién chgt nay ra: cha cui
xuong day mé 1a ca dugc dudi 16p tro
bép, v6i hy vong rang vai gio sau, Tu Ba
sé tinh lai dugc, néu Luc cu ra tay Tu Ba
c6 thé xoay tré ting pho.

~ Bay gio chu di vé rach Ong Ray?

— Phai, thua Luc cu & lai manh giéi.

— Chiing nao chu tré lai.

— Da chac di ludn.

— V€ t6i do, chu ndi véi ba con 16i
xOm rang toi géi 161 tham hoi. Toi vé.

Xuong tach bén.

Vi quén dem theo bép un Hai Tam

bat dau kho chiu; hoi rling x6ng ra lanh
buot, mudi bay theo xudng nuém nuogp.
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Gan téi khuc quanh, chi ngoanh mat
nhin lai phia choi cta Luc cu va cua Tu
Ba: Hai bong den 16 md trium 1én khodng
dat trong nhu hai ndm mo. Va hai bép
Itra than le 16i nhu dén ma tugng trung
cho tham vong tim vang cua loai ngudi.
Nay mai, né boc 1én thanh ngon Itia.

*

Rach Ong Ray séng nhiing ngay tung
bling ndo nhiét.

Dan ching ban tdn x6n xao vé tai
hoa ctia lao thay ran no. Goi la “lao” cho
c6 vé nghiém trang, chi that ra tudi thay
trac bon muoi. TU sang t6i chiéy, lao di
la ca tu dau lang dén cudi x6m, minh
may den dua khong can méc do. Lao noi:

— Ran than pho ho t6i.

Roi lao mdc trong lung quan, dem ra
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mot con ran vang khe. Ran ngoan ngoan
bo trén tay, quin vao cd lao.

Tré con xum lai tr6 mat nhin. Lo
truyén linh cho ran bo t6i bo lui, leo 1én
cdy, tré xuong mdt dat.

Dan lang mai thay 6 ndn lai vai hom
dé giup mot viéc 16n: bat “6ng” ran ho
may & trudc miéu Cay Da.

Sau Hién dai dién cho dan chung
trinh bay:

~ Ong hé may 16n bing cot nha,
ban dém dao ngoai rudng, lau siy nga
rap xudng nhu co ai kéo chiéc ghe luon.
Thinh thoang, 6ng bay khdi mat dat kh-

ién cay la xao xac nhu trdi ndi con giong.
Lao thay ran dap:

— Toi htta dem hét tai nghé giup ba
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con.
Sau Hién rat d6i vui miing, moi thay
vO nha. Vua dén ctia, chu goi to:

— Nhung dau r6i? Mau bat ga nau
chéo dai thay.

Trong nha c6 tiéng “da” ém diu. Mot
cd gai thuy mi budc ra chao khach roi
trd vao.

Ngoi bén chén rugu nong, lao thay
ran no6i thao thao bat tuyét:

— To6i & Chau D6c lam nghé chai ludi.
Nghé bat ran... Tuy bo t lau, nhung t6i
hay con tho t6. . Trén trang, von ven c6
mot cdi lu huong va mot cai ha.

Sau Hién ngac nhién :

— Ha dung rugu, phai khong thay.
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— Hi dung dda con cta t6...

Via noéi, lao moéc trong lung quan
dem ra con ran vang khe.

— Ran cta t6 luyén cho toi. Ban ngay
noé di do di day kiém chim, kiém chudt,
ban dém nd vé hia. Bong nhién bia do,
ran khong chiu tréo 1én trang ma ngu
nhu moi lan. Lay lam la, tdi thap nhang,
cau mong. T6 hién vé€ mach bao rang &
phia Tay Nam c6 con mang xa tinh dang
16ng hanh, khuay roi dan lanh. To6i vang
161 t6, ra dilan hoi bon thang trudng, bay
gio mai gap.

Mam chéo don ra.

Nhan sac ctia c6 gai khién lao nhin
ngan ngo:

— Chau day la...
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Sau Hién ndi nhanh:
— La con gdi t6i, tén Nhung...

Tay cam muodng chua kip hip malao
da khen:

— Oi thoéi... chdu ndy thom qua, ngot
qua.

Bat man qua vi thai do thi€u nha
nhdn cua 6ng khach la, Nhung quay tré
vao bép.

Sau Hién dua lao thay ran trd lai dau
dé khi nay:

— Thay gdp mang xa tinh chua?

— Thi hém ray t6i di tim kiém khap
noi. Dan lang hi€u l1am, cho téi 1a thang
say rugu ndi ba lap, ca ké dé ngong. Sau
rot, toi gdp mang xa tinh tai miéu Cay
Da & vam Ong Ray.
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— May qud ! Nho thay ra tay tri gap.
Tuy mang xa tinh bay lau nay chua hai ai
nhung biét dau, d€ l1au ngay...

- Pung vay, t6i coi roi... t&i ram thang
tam nam nay, mang xa tinh tu ding mot
ngan ngay. Con hai thdng nita...

Cam cai dui ga trong tay, lao thay
ran nhai ngau nghién ca thit lan xuong
r6i chép miéng :

— Xin 16i cht gia, t6i xin thém trai 6t.

Nay gi¢ dung gan vach budng,
Nhung nghe r6 cau chuyén. Nang sg dng
khach la mdt vi 6ng ta ranh vé bua phép
va ¢6 nhiing hanh dong la thuong 1a dn
dén sdu trai 6t 16n.

Sau Hién ndi:

— Nhung a, con kiém thém trai 6t.
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Nang dap :

— Thua cha hét 6t chin roi, ngoai cay,
Gt tuoi xanh.

Lao thay ran cudi hé hé :

— Dung lo, bac khong chap nhut gi
rdo! Cd hdi nam ba trdi gi d6 dem ra day.

Ngam nghia may trai 6t trong tay
nguoi dep, 130 thay ran chép miéng :

— Chau c6 long qui. Cuc chiang da
bac méi lam phién chau. O trén non, bac
an toan la &t hiém rling, lau lau lai an
qué thé cho 6t. Noi lai bac méi nhd, con
miéng qué day nay.

Theo 16i m&i moc cua lao thay ran,
chu Sau Hién an thu... Lao day qua mdi
Nhung.

Nang dap :
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— Chdu khong dam.

— Bay ne ! Chdu dn thd, thom, ngon
lai ngtia dugc son nham chudng khi.

Cuc chang di, Nhung cAm miéng
qué nho, budc lui vao trong toan quang
boé. Nhung nghi hoi ti€c nang cat no
trong ket 1a.

Budi tiéc da tan. Lao thay ran nam
ngu luén, ngdy pho pho.

Sdu Hién dan Nhung :

— Con thém bép un phia ngoai nay.
O nha, khi ndo « 8ng » thiic day thi nhé
mua thém it rugu. Cha di stta soan dé
ngay mai dng bat mang xa tinh.

Tin tic ay lan truyén kha nhanh.
Cha Sau Hién nghiém nhién tré nén
ngudi quan trong trong xom. Theo 16i
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chi, muén bat mang xa tinh thi can ba
con vit luoc dé€ thay cung t6. Ngoai ra,
déan lang phai qua x6m ké bén mugn mot
chiéc ghe ludn that to va mot bo van go.

Co nguoi hoi:

— Chi vay?

— Ai biét... Thay ndi phai nhd bd van
nay, khong cé khong dugc.

X€ chiéu chu Sau tré vé dé€ thac hoi
Nhung chuén bi com nudc dai thay.

Ngac nhién lam sao! Nha ctia vang
hoe, trti 6ng thay dang nam lam nham:

— “Ty c6 nhu danh tuéng”. Cau do ta
khong nhé tron cau, phdi nhé thi ngon
lanh qué. Xt nay, chang ai biét chi nho.
“Bat htia nhan gian”...

Sau Hién nam tay lao thay ran:
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— Thua thay, thay noi chuyén vdéi ai
deé?

Lao thay ran giut minh, mé mat:

— To6i nhé lai cau than cha! Chi nho
mac mo lam, nhit ty luc nghi, mét chi
o t6i sau nghia khac nhau, nghia trang
nghia den, nghia bédng nghia gio.

Vi khong hiéu chii nghia nén Sau
Hién tin noi ldo thay ran. TUu khi dén
rach Ong Ray pha riing dung nha, Sau
Hién s6ng yén On, lua du day bo, tré
thanh ngudi c¢6 “can ban” lam an, nhung
cht van thay thiéu thén vé tinh thén.
Trong x6m nhiéu ngudi muodn hun tién
lap ngdi dinh, Sdu Hién nudi nang hy
vong dugc lam huong viéc hodc bai bdi,
hudng phan x6i thit. Chling ay chu sé
dich than dén chg Vinh Long mua cai
khan dong 4o dai cho ra vé.
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Gdp lao thay ran nay 1a dip may cho
x0m giéng va cho gia dinh cha. Cha ngo
loi:

— Sau khi bat 6ng “h&’, thay & lai day
choi vai thang dé day cho t6i chut it chii
nho.

Lao thay ran néi:

— Chi trai b&n bién 1a nha, tdi chang
& noi nao qua lau. Ché coi, néu vui, toi
san sang cit nha tai rach Ong Ray nay.

Dé to long biét kinh trong ké si, chu
Sau Hién goi to:

— Nhung oi, ndu nudéc pha tra, con
oi. Thay thich tra ngon, dling bao gic dé
binh tra ngu¢i lanh.

Phia nha bép chang ai trd 16i. Chu
Sau Hién ngac nhién:
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— Con nho nay dau roi?

Chu dén nha bép thaylta chay, trong
ca rang siéu nudc réo so6i phun ra lan hoi
kha manh. Nap siéu nhip 10p cop.

Chd n6i gidn, noi hoi to dé lam viia
long lao thay ran:

— Nudc s6i roi, n6 di dau vay ca?
Lao thay ran ndi giong nho nhe:

- D€ 3o, t6i chAm nudc pha tra. Chac
1a chau né lo viéc khac.

— Pau dugc, phan gai lo té gia noi
trg, luc khach qui dén nha thi...

Dot nhién, chi Sau Hién nhin ra
bong dang dua con gai:

— May ngoi lam gi bén b giéng dé?

Nhung van cti d4u, chdng thém day
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lai. Trong phut giay, chu Sdu Hién nghi
dén truong hop thudng xay ra. Nhung
dang rau rivi gap chuyén trai y nhuc nha.

Chang 1&... tro ddi éo le dén miic dy?

Sau Hién chua ddm dit gia thuyét r6
rét. Cha dén bén canh con:

— Sao? Ndi cho ba nghe.

Nhung van nhin xuéng giéng nudc,
khoc ntic né:

— Nhuc lam ba oi!
— Cai gi ma nhuc nha?
— N6 xtc pham téi con,

— May ndéi mo hé qua. Xuc pham
chuyén gi ¢ Ai xtic pham?

Trudc thai d¢ im liang ctia Nhung,
chu Sau Hién néi uém thi:
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— Khéch quy dang & trong nha. Con
nén gidu giém chuyén buon phién dé cho
ho thay nha minh dang hoang.

Nhung néi to:
— Thang gia mac dich do!
- Sao?

— Hoi nay con dang lui cui ndu nudc
sau bép, n6 vo bép, t6i gan bén con dé...
tho tay vo bép, ki€ém cuc than lta moi
thuoc.

“Thoi ro6i”. — Chu Sau Hién via lam
bam, viia thé dai. Nhit dinh chuyén
bai hoai thuan phong my tuc da xay ra.
Nhung 1a dtGa c6 hiéu, ching bao gio
dam bia dat, vu khong 3o thay ran.

Chu Sau noi:
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— Dé& ba hoi lai roi... dudi no ra khoi
nha. Con ké thiét cho ba nghe...

Nhung lac dau:

— Khoé noéi qua, ba a. Thang cha do
lam chuyén ky cuc qud, lam sao ndi ro
dugc.

— Khong. Ba muon con thé.
— Thé chuyén gi ?
— Thé khong vu oan cho ai.

— Con xin thé. Nhung ma, ba oi,
thang gia d6 khon nan lam, nam tay con.
Con cu nu. N6 cudi nhan nhé ré6i ham
doa...

— Ham doa chuyén gi ? Dan chung
xom Ong Ray du stc bat tréi no, giét no.

— N6 ndi néu con mét véi ba thi nd
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gi€t con, gi€t ludn ba mot cach tham
thiét. Via noi, n6é viia moc trong lung
quan, dem ra...

Chu Sau Hién néi nhanh.
— Mot con ran.
— MOt cdi chai nho dung noc rén.

— DPugc r6i. Con vo6 nha, lam nhu
con chua cho ba hay chuyén dé. Minh
xai no trudc roi trung tri nd sau

Chu Sau tré vé nha ldy siéu nudc
cham vao binh tra. Lao thay ran ngoi
duéi bép, rtia mat rua tay. Chu da hiéu :

— Lao ta ra vé tinh tdo dé chay t0i va
dé cho bét gia nua. Gia ma con chung

oA

dién.

Nhung la qua. Lao thay ran vua
khoat nudc, viia trong ngdng phia xa xa
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— Thay oi, 1én uéng nudc cho vui...
Lao thay ran noi:
— Khach té6i !

Lai bién c6 gi xay ra niia day? Chu
Sau Hién lat dat chay xudng bén:

- Dau?
Lao thay ran noi:

— Cai thang chéo xuong dé6. N6 dom
ngo6 nha nay. Dudng nhu né & xu la méi
tGi, cdp mat ldo lién nhu bon trém cuép.

Chiéc xuong ré séng, ngang qua bén
nha Sdu Hién. Ngudi ding cheo la mot
thanh nién manh khée. Sau Hién quén
viéc thay ran ve van con Nhung. Chang
thanh nién no cat tiéng hat gitia trua
nang:



Vach mét chan troi | 147

Do ai quét sach ld ring,
Dé ta khuyén gié, gioé diing rung cdy.
Do ai biét lia mdy cay...
Hat xong, chang ta dung tay cheo.
Nudc chdy xudi, dang ly ra chang xudi
chéo cho xudng tr6i theo dong nudc.

Nhung la qua! Chang ta khoat nuéc nhe
nhe dé kém git dling cho xudng troi.

Lao thay ran ndi khé:

— Sau Hién thay chua? Thang nay “c6
tich” muon dom hanh nha cha.

Chu Sau dap:

— Nay gio, toi ho nghi. Xua nay, nguoi
ta cheéo ghe roi ho hat khi gap xuong ghe
khac, troi mat mé, nang diu trang trong,
dang nay hat mot minh ldc trua nang.
Lam sao bay gi¢?
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— Kéu n6 lai, héi n6 muon gi ?
Sau Hién de dit :

— Nhu vay la minh gay g6, xtic pham
t6i nd. Rai bé gi... thi du nhu né 1a tay
sai cia dang cudp, vo tinh minh rudc tai
hoa vao than.

Lao thay ran mudn lap cong dé gay
thém sy tin nhiém doi véi Sau Hién. Lao
cling da hiéu: thé nao c6 Nhung ciing
thuat lai cho cha nghe hanh vi... tho bao,
vO duyén cua lao.

- Toi du stic an thua véi thang nhai
con dé. D€ t6i kéu no trd lai. Doi véi tui
bat luong, mot khi mudn giét bon minh
thi tui nd... lam lién. Do6i xti nha nhan 1a
v ich.

Lao thay ran lién ding day:
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— Cha em!

Chang thanh nién nhu miing rd,
quay xudng lai cheo nheé nhe, cho xuong
cip bén:

— Xin 16i hai bac...

Sau Hién hoi:

— Chua em & xti nao t6i, kiém ai?
Chang ta mung r6:

— Toi c6 ngudi ba con lap nghiép &
XU nay.

— Tén gi?

— Da quén rdi, ngudi do thu... sdu,
qué 6 Tan An.

Sau Hién miing quynh:

— Phai Sau Hién khong?
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Chang no liéc nhin lén nha:
— Da... phéi. Chac la Sau Hién.

— Moi cht em 1én bo. Chil em 1a con
ai? Sao qua chua biét chu em? Lén choi
roi nhin ba con.

Hai Tam ty giGi thiéu, chang cin gidu
giém tén ho. An xong biia com, chang
mim cuoi. Tu gid riing U Minh, chang
trg vé rach Ong Ray dé tim c6 gai hom
nao, nhd tran gié lanh dua day nén tinh
cd nhan ra ngudi dep.

Chinh la nang. Luc Hai Tam ngugng
nghiu, ap ung thi nang xuat hién bén bo
giéng. Luc cau hat “quét sach la riing”
vang lén, Hai Tam chu y thay nang mim
cudi. Co 1é nang muon chay xuong bén
dén minh nhung vi c6 hai ngudi 16n tudi
— chac cha cht trong gia dinh - nén nang
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diing sting, liéc mat dua tinh.
Sdu Hién gidi thiéu:

— Toi 1a Sau Hién, cht nha, con day
1 6ng thay rdn. A! Cht em la con ai? N6i
r6 dé€ qua biét vai vé, xung ho cho dang.
Biét dau chu em thudc vao vai anh, vai
chu cua qua day!

Hai Tam noi binh than:
— To6ila con ciia Tu Muon!

Tu Muén la nhan viat ma Hai Tam
bia dat ra cho hgp ly. Da tung doi pho
vGi Luc Cu véi tén Mach véi Tu B4, Hai
Tam to6 ra ranh doi. Ngu dai gi ma khong
noéi lao! Hai Tam cuong quyét dén day,
tim c6 gai ndm xua, cudi c6 lam vg. Néu
Sau Hién khong chap thudn, chang sé
dung thu doan hodc vo luc dé cudp cho
bang dugc.
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Suy nghi hoi lau, Sau Hién noi:
— Tu Muo6n nao kia! Qua day ¢ Tam
Vu.

Hai Tam lanh tri, bia ra mot dia danh

khac:

— Da, ba téila Tu Mudn & kinh Nuéc
Midn, qua ddi hoi ndm ngodi. Trudc khi
nham mat ba t6i c6 trang troi, cho biét
cd may nguodi trong “kiéng ho” téi Can
Tho, & rach Ong Ray...

Sau Hién gat dau, noi thanh that:

— Trudc la sau quen. Dé€ tdi kéu con
Nhung cua t6i ra cho biét mat.

Hai Tam ming quynh khi nghe
giong noi Sau Hién:

— Nhung oi, ra nhin ba con.



Vach mét chan troi | 153

B6n mat gdp nhau, viia quen than,
viia bé ngd. Luc tam than hoang mang,
Nhung ¢6 bam viu vao chang trai ma
nang da gdp hoi may thang trudc. Canh
tay gan guoc cta Hai Tam dua stc bao
v¢ nang thoat khdi am muu quy quyét.
Lao thay ran qua gia, néu dem trinh tiét
ma giao phd cho han thi ty tt con suéng
hon...

Nhung cti chao Hai Tam r6i hdi cha:
— Ba con lam sao?

Sau Hién uong thém chut rugu roi
gat gu:

— Troi ma biét. Ba con mét xu, biét
chua?

— Thua ba, con héi r6 dé xung ho cho
dung vai ve.
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~ U! 'Thi con kéu thiang Hai Tam nay
biang anh. Hoi ddu ma phang méi, tim
hiéu tong chi ho hang. Miét nay chua cé
b s0, ai xung tén gi, ho gi thi tha ho...

Lao thay ran hiéu ngidm: Chang
trai méi dén la déi tha lgi hai. Chang
da chinh phuc kha nhiéu cdm tinh ctia
Nhung, trong khi dé lao bi Nhung rudng
ray ldc nay, tai nha bép.

Dé vai tro lao khong bi chim, lao néi
cham rai:

— Ba con mot xd, quy lam. Ngii ho td
hai giai huynh dé.

Hai Tam khong chiu thua:

— Danh vay. Nhung ngudi moét xu...
yéu thuong nhau nhiéu hon nguoi khac
xi. G Cén Tho, t6i nhé ré: miy ngudi
xua kia tii Nhyt Tao - Tan An dén lap
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nghiép déu qui tu thanh mot x6m, kéu 1a
xém Nhut Tao. Chiang hay bac & xt nao
tGi?

Trudc thai do khiéu khich dy, lao thay
ran dung thu doan thim doc 1a im lang
dé cho dip tra thu. Nay mai, lao bat ran
hd, dung noc ran ma dau doc Hai Tam.
Néu khong xong, 1o sé cuép Nhung dan
qua vung khac. Con Hai Tam thi khinh
thudng lao thay ran vo danh tiéu tot nay.
So véi Luc cu, tén Mach, hodc Tu Ba thi
130 thdy ran chdng ra gi ca.

Lao thay ran hoi van ngugc:

— Con chd em, hom ray & dau?

Hai Tam cudi tim tim:

— Hoc v6 nghé chut it dé€ phong than.

Lao thay ran bat dau sg sét, néu dung
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v0 lyuc ma an thua, lao sé bi chang trai ha
sat van. Tudi gia gan nam muoi, lai thém
ghién tra, ghién thudc qua ndng, co thé
lao cang gay go nhu con mam.

Nhung budc vao nha sau, ding sat
vach dé nghe ngong cudc dau khiu.
Trong khi dé, Sau Hién thich thu vo
cung. Chu thich an nhdu. Mén luon xao
sa ngh¢ kha ngon. Rugu thém ndng, nhé
may trai 6t hiém. Cha nang chén rugu:

— Thay uoéng cho vui. Chau uéng cho
vui. Toi t6i day may chuc ndm, nén nha
nén ctia san sang chiéu hién dai si. Noéi
nhiéu thi hoa ra no6i déc ché nudi trong
nha ching b6n ndm ngudi, chdng bao
gi® toi ngdn. Com gao thiéu gi. Minh téi
trude thi gitp d6 ngudi téi sau. Trude
kia, t6i xuéng rach Ong Ray véi cai nép
rach trong lung khong mot dong tién
kém.
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Lao thay ran nang chén, liéc qua Hai
Tam:

— Ubng ché.

Hai Tam liéc thady Nhung phia trong
budng nén chi muon té ra ta day la ngudsi

anh hung :

— Ubng ! Ai udng bao nhiéu thi toi
udng bay nhiéu.

Noi xong, Hai Tam noc can chén.

Bi thua ba tran lién tiép, lao thay
ran tlc gidn canh hong. Lao hiéu rang
Nhung dang theo doéi dé so sanh. Qua
su gidi thiéu mu md lac nay, lao doan
chic chin: Hai Tam chdng phai la ké ba
con than thich gi véi Sau Hién ca va anh
ta dén nha nay vé6i dung y khdc, ngoai
dung y nhd cdy com an 4o méc. Nhiing
cai liéc mat trao doi qua lai gitia Hai Tam
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va Nhung khién lao két luan: “Tui n6 ho
hen vé6i nhau tu lau. Phai gianh c6 gai
nay, v6i bat cu gia nao”.

Sau Hién chép miéng :

— Nhung oi ! Nuéng thém bon ndm
con ca ldc.

Nhung néi khé:
— Thua ba, chd chat nia,..
— Sao vay ¢

— Con di hang x6m. O nha con may
con cd ro nho.

- U ! Lai ddng nha anh huong 4p
xin... bdy vai con.

Trong khi do, lao thay ran muén
chiing minh tanh tinh lich thiép ctia han
cho ngudi dep hiéu :
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— Thoéi di. Bao nhiéu day dua ro6i. Co
Nhung di kiém c4, dudng xa thém nang
noi.

Nhung budc ra ctia sau. Hai Tam
diing day, vuon vai, gia vo di tim mot
cong lat dé xia rang. Chu dén san. Dudng
nhu Nhung diing lai. Chu tang hang...
Nhung day mdt, mim cudi. Hai Tam cui
dau chao roi trd vao.

Léao thay ran tdc t6i vo cung. Liac Hai

Tam vang mat, lao khéu Sau Hién:

— Thing nay nguy hiém lam. Coi
chiing... nuo6i ong tay 4o, nuoi khi dom
nha.

Sdu Hién lac dau:

— Toi ludn ludn rong lugng véi moi
ngudi. Nha t6i dau cé vang bac ngoc nga
gl ma s¢. Chang 1é n6 diém chi cho bon
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an trom cudp pha nha toi.

— NO pha hai chuyén khéac. N6 lam
cho 6ng diéu diing. Thang nay hoi trac
nét.

Sau Hién noi:

— A! Thdy mu6n ndi ring né tinh ty
v6i con Nhung? Khé lam. Con gai téi la
dda nét na.

Bong dung Hai Tam chay vo6 nha:

— Bac ¢i! C6 Nhung lam gi chay san
sa ve! Hay la cop rugt.

Sau Hién va thay ran ra san.
— bau! Kia! Cai gi vay Nhung?

Nhung xdm mat, chua thot nén 16i.
Tl phia ngon rach Ong Ray, tiéng mo
ndi 1én vang ddy, & may nha ké can, dan
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chung tim khuc cti, dap manh vao cot
nha, b van, ndi dong, mam thau.

Hai Tam hoi lai:

— Cop hé? Gay tiéng dong cho cop
chay haz?

Sau Hién va lao thdy ran chay thang
dén dau x6m. Hai Tam va Nhung dting
gan nhau. Hai Tam danh bao nam tay
nang:

— Em. Anh téi day vi nhé em.
Nhung giut tay ra:
~ So gin chét. Ong H6.

— S¢ nobi gi! Chang 1€ cop t6i day an
thit anh em minh. Ba di roi.

- Ran. Ong HO ttic la 6ng ran ho.
Lén bang cdy cot nha, quén tron con nai.
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— Néu vay thi n¢ la con trén.

Nhung lac dau. Hai Tam danh bao
nam tay nang lan thi nhi:

— Toi nghiép anh. Sau lan giap g&
dau tién, anh nhé em. Nhung vi ban ron
cong viéc tim vang trén rting U Minh,
anh theo chung ban, cot y tim... vang dé
gay dung tuong lai cho em. Hoi nay, em
nhé mat anh khong? Anh cheéo xudng
qua lai trudc bén nam bay lan, thay em,
anh muiing qud. De dau lén nha gap thang
cha gia dich.

Nghe 161 tam su cta Hai Tam, Nhung
cam dong boi hoi. Nang thay tuong lai
choi sang trudc mat. Hai Tam tim mo
vang 6 U Minh. Chang tré lai day, chac
la vi gdp mo vang. R6 rang Hai Tam la
nguditrong tinh yéu hon tién bac. Nhung
hoéi han tin ttic v€ mo vang vao gid nay
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thi qua sém. Hai Tam sé khinh nang, cho
rang nang yéu vi tién bac ching.

Tiéng mo, tiéng dap van, ddp mam
thau cang vang do¢i. Nhung trd lai thuc
te:

- O. Ho danh md cho ran chay trén.
Thay ran véi ba em t6i goc da & cudi
xom. Thay ta cho bat ran dé€ tr6 tai bat
ran cho ba con 16i x6m biét mat va dé...
cudi em do.

Hai Tam chgt nghi ra:

— Anh em minh nén tim chd nao
vang vé, ban tinh chuyén mai sau.

Nhung cau may:
— Rai ba em thay dugc thi sao !

— Ong lo bat ran véi thay ran. Ba con
16i x0m sg¢ chét, ai hoi dau ma rinh rap
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anh em minh.

Nhung dong y nhung dua ra diéu
kién :

— Em s¢g lam. Anh dling lam diéu gi
trai y em la duogc.

Hai Tam mting r& vi ngudi dep da
ung thuan :

— Minh néi chuyén & dau cho kin
ddo ?

— O ngoai vam c6 cai ao xung quanh
day sdy dé. Mua nay ao can ngudi ta tat
ca hét roi. Ra d6 ma ngoi thi am ap vo
cung, chang ai thay.

Pén b ao, Nhung len vao dam say
gia. Gio thdi hiu hiu, dot sdy rung rinh
md& bong trang tuyét. Vao gitia dam sy,
Nhung ngoi xuong don mot khoanh dat
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trong roi lay say 16t cho kho.
Hai ngudi ngoi xuong.
Hai Tam xit lai gan:
— Em.
Nhung lam nghiém :
— bung. Em chay bay gio,

— Xin 16i em. Em mudén anh noi
chuyén gi ¢

— Chuyén lam &n, chuyén lap gia
dinh. HOom ray, lao thay ran t&i nha, gay
cam tinh véi ba em. Néu phen nay bat
hodc dudi dudgc con ran « ho chua » thi
lao ta tré thanh 4n nhan cua xém. Sém
muodn gi ba em cling ga em cho no.

— Sao vay ¢

— Vi s¢ no thu oan: Em thi vi chi
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hiéu ma danh chiu ép duyén. O U Minh
vui khong anh ?

Hai Tam c0 y néi ldo:

— Vui lam.

— Kho vang, mo vang & dau? Anh
gap chua? Cho bun lay né dia lam sao c6
mo vang? ¢ Em nghe ndéi 6 trén nui cao
mdi c6 mo.

Hai Tam ngoi gan bén Nhung, ndi ri
vao tai nang :

— Bi mat. Coi chting c6 ké nghe 1én.
- 0.

Nhung li€c vong quanh. Lau say
khua vao nhau so6t soat:

— Gi6 théi vay thoi anh ct noi.

Hai Tam néi thao thao bat tuyét vé
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canh vat riing U Minh, su tich Bao Cong
chin ban, chiéc xudng bang dong. Chu
ta két luan:

— Kho vang ctia ngudi Tau bo sét
lai trén dat minh. Anh gap nhung chua
mudn tri hd. Anh con chén gidu kyludng.
Néu tri ho thi bon cudp giét anh d€ chia
ctia. Hi¢én gid, may ngudi tim vang da
qua vung khac... Mot minh anh hiéu r6
cho chén vang ctia nguoi Tau.

*

Pam ngudi nhin nhau, ngo ngac.
Nguoi thi bdo rang con ran hé to tudng
da chay vao rting choi, ké khac qua quyét:

— Ong chun v6 hang, con d6. Hoi nay
Ong bat tron mot con heo con.

Mac cho thién ha cdi v4, 1ao thay ran
ung dung hut thudc, bén goc cay gua.
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Sau Hién ngoi bén canh lao, héi khé:
— Thay nghi thé nao ?

— Dé d6. Thiéu gi dip. Biia nay khong
nhdm gio linh thiéng. Ong rin hd nay
téi x0m dé doi ng.

Sau Hién van thic mic:

— Cai hang con s& s6. Thay phai lam
bua phép nhu thé nao cho dng ran ho bo
1én. Biang khong thi kho an kho ndi... Ai
ndy déu trong mong thay trd tai...

Lao thay ran git thai d6 nghiém nghi
ra vé suy nghi, hai tay chap lai dé truéc
nguc nhu mot tu si chan chanh dang
tham thién nh4p dinh. Chang ai doan
dugc ra tdm trang xao dong cua lao. Lao
nhd t6i Nhung. N6 chay vé dau? Hay la
n6 ngoi nha, tha ho tinh tu véi Hai Tam.
Hai Tam la ai? Biét dau Hai Tam da tling
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chung cha véi con Nhung, lao chi la ké
dén sau thoi, dau sao di niia, lao khong
chiu thua tri mét dda tré ranh nhu Hai
Tam. Dau duoi cling tai con ran ho nay.
V1 no xuat hién bat ngd nén lao mat thoi
gio qui bau.

Sau Hién thuc hoi:

— Thay nham bé bat 6ng ran hé nay
dugc khong?

Lao thiy ran muodn vé 14p ttic. Trong
dam ngudi dung lao nhao 16 nho6 chung
quanh cdy glia, nao thay bong dang con
Nhung va Hai Tam.

Nhung lam sao vé trong khi lao chua
lam xong nhiém vu? Sdu Hién buodn rau
hon ai hét. Nudi quén ba ndm dé dung
mot ngay. Sau may thang rong ra dn
nhau, gio day lao thay ran ngdi tro tro
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bat luc nhu bao nhiéu ké khac.
Sau Hién noi:

— Néu hom nay chua nham gi¢ linh,
thay cho anh em biét kéo ho cho dgi.

Lao thay ran gat dau. Cai hang ran
con dd, miéng hang tron lang chung té
rang con ran da chui vo. Tai nghé cua
thay quanh di quan lai chi la dua gién
v6i méy con ran nhd, do thay nudi nang.
Con ran dudi hang qua to. Lao chua biét
n6 thudc loai gi, lam sao né bo 1én dugc?

Truéc ddm dong, 1ao bi€t cach gay uy
tin, dan canh khéo 1éo. Ho6i luu lac ¢ nui
That Son, l1ao hoc dugc kinh nghiém: ran
ludén ludn sg dam dong, sg loai ngusi. Hé
gap loai nguoi la ran tim cach tau thoat.
Gio day con ran hé ma lao chua bao gio
thdy mat danh nam chui ric dudi hang
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t6i. Nhit dinh ndé nam miét duédi dé,
chang bao gi¢ ddm chui ra.

Sau Hién ndi :

— Thay dinh li¢u thé nao ? X¢& chiéu
roi. Hay l1a dot nhdnh cay roi quat cho
khoi chui xuéng hang d€ ran ngop thd,
bo lén.

Cai sang kién bat nhon ay khién lao
thay ran xam mdt. Néu chui lén ran sé mé
ngay lao vi ldo la ngudi ngdi gan miéng
hang. Chting d¢, 1do sé co chan tau thoat
tridc hon ai hét.

bé bac bd y kién 4y, lao thay ran
chang cin suy nghi dong dai :

~ Ong anh diling choi dai nhu vay.
biéu trudc tién la néu x6ng khoi, chung
ta xic pham qui than. Con ran ho6 nay da
thanh tinh, no biét... nghe tiéng noi cta
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loai ngudi.
Sau Hién hoi gian :

— Toi dot lua, téi quat khoi cho. Néu
qui than linh thiéng thi t6i chét trudc.
Thay cti lo bat con ran cho thién ha thay.

Lao mim cuoi :

— Ran c6 hang.

Sau Hién néng ndy dap:

— Diéu dé dda con nit cling hiéu

— Nhung hang thi c6 ngich. Hang
ran an thong qua noi khac. Minh quat
khoi noi nay, ran ngop thd, chui lén mat
dat theo néo bi mat khac...

Sau Hién noi gat :

— Néu n6 chui theo ngach, tron mat
thi may man cho ba con x6m nay. Chung
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toi rudc thay téi day dé bat con ran hodc
dudi né di noi khac, vay thoi, tai sao thay
ludng ly?

Hang chuyc ngudi ban tan thi thao
noéi xa ndi gan nhu cham choc, thach do
lao thay ran. C6 ké ac miéng ndi dua:

— Néu con ran nay con thi thay ran
mdi con... com an rugu udng, néu khong
c6 ma quy thi thay phu thty séng véi ai?
Ma xin 16i ba con tu xua ray, ai thay tan
mat con ran nay? To6i ho nghi dé la con
ran.. bia dat, do mot tay em ctia thay ran
phao tin...

ba dénluclao thay ran khong con dat
ding. Con Nhung, Hai Tam, Sau Hién
dén cad xém, ai cling chdn ghét, xem lao
la phudng vo dung. Lao da no say, song
phe phén tlii mdy thang qua. Lao da chan
x6m Ong Rdy, vi tit ca déu chian ngan
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la0. Lao nghi dén bai toan chét: bat coc
con Nhung roi qua xt khac, xay t6 uyén
uong.

Rdi rac, vai ngudi ra nhau vé. Ho ndéi:
— Biia nay, t6 trac thay ran roi.

Lao thdy ran lién ding day, dang lac
dé ra vé:

— Né ba con coi! T8 trac toi, thiét
dé. Toi lam khong nén chuyén, khong
bat dugc con ran ho nay cling vi ba con
trong x6m khinh thudng quy than.

Pam ngudi tré mat nhin 130 thay ran
da phan ung. Lao tiép 10i:

— Gid nay, nhiéu ngudi lam chuyén 6
ué. Toi bat ran hang chuc, hang tram lan
ma chua lan nao ngdi mang nhuc nhu
vay. Toi mang nhuc vi ba con lam nhuc.
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Sau Hién hoi nhanh:

— Thay néi diéu gi, mo md mang
mang lam sao chung toi hiéu?

— C6 ngudi lam chuyén t6i phong
bai tuc, 6 ué cach day khong xa.

Réi lao nam tay Sau Hién:
— Tbi chua ddm ndi ra. Té6i budn 1am.

Néi xong lao thay ran di phang
phing v€ nha Sdu Hién. Lai mot dé tai
mdi cho ai nay ban tan. Chuyén gi goi la
0 ué, toi phong bai tuc? . Bon ngudi to
mo bat dau kinh né - ndi dung hon la
ho sg thay ran tra thu. Theo 16i don dai
thong thudng, buia phép cta thay phap
thay phu mat hiéu luc néu trong dam cu
toa cd ké vo tinh hay ¢6 y phd hoai thi du
nhu vai trau trudc san, nhu phu ni dén
ky kinh nguyét ma dung bén canh thay.
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Sau Hién c6 budc nhanh nhung
chang tai nao theo kip thay rin.

— Thay oi! Cho toi.

Lao thay ran dap:

— Ho 1am chuyén 6 ué dé€ pha toi.

— Ho 14 ai?

— Budn qua, néu ho la ngudi xa la thi
toi giét ho roi. Pang nay ho la ngudi gan
gli... trong nha.

Sau Hién chgt hi€éu. Con Nhung va
Hai Tam déu r6i? Tai sao ho vang mat?
Khong ra phia cay gua dé xem bat ran
thi chang 1€ ho dam dao & nha lac moi

nguoi lo lang cho sanh mang ca xém, tai
sao ho ung dung thanh thoi?

Viia budc vo nha, Sau Hién goi to:
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— Nhung oi!

Sau Hién chay xuong bép, ti may
ndm qua, luc day thi, con Nhung thich
chung dién nhung khong bao gid cé cu
chi so sang 14 loi v6i bon trai to. Bép lua
lanh tanh. Con ga madi nhay qua r6 chén.
Sau Hién huoi tay. Con ga hoang sg, vo
canh, bay sa sa. Nhung vi quéd ndng, né
bay khong noéi. Trudc khi nhay, con ga
nhan chén khién cdi r6 chén d6 xudéng
dat.

biéu xui xéo gi day ¢ Sdu Hién chui
déng:

— Con gai khong nén nét. Nhung!

Lao thdy ran nam trén b van, cuoi
bi hiém. Lao da du hi€u gio phut nay
con Nhung dang lam gi, & dau? Néu noi
thang ra. Sdu Hién sé khinh khi ldo, cho
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rang lao ghen tuong, cé acy. Lao da mat
uy tin v6i Sdu Hién khi choc gheo con
Nhung v6 hiéu qua. Con Nhung da thuat
lai cho Sau Hién nghe nhung Sau Hién
bd qua vi con ran con s s do.

Hay la con Nhung bi giét ¢ Sau Hién
hoang mang, nhé dén nhiing chuyén
hoang dudng: ran bat ngudi song ma an
thit. Sau Hién danh md& miéng héi :

— Con Nhung dau ?
Lao thay ran ttic toi:
— Lam sao tdi biét.

Sau Hién cang hoang mang, h6 nghi
rang chinh lao thay ran da &m muu bay
chuyén ran xuat hién d€ thtia co hoi 4y,
cho ké khac dén bat céc con Nhung. Ké
ay 1a Hai Tam chang ¢
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Sau Hién chay ra cua trudc, thay
chiéc xuong cua Hai Tam con budc duéi
bén.

- La qud. A ! Thay thdy Hai Tam kho-
ng ¢

~ La qua. A! Thay thdy Hai Tam kho-
ng?

Lao thay ran ndi mot cau tham doc.
Lao mudn Hai Tam phai chét vi ban tay
Sau Hién. Va gid phut nay lao mudn
chiing minh rang lao trong sach, khong
mé sac duc nhu Sau Hién lam tudng:

— Hai Tam 1a ngudi ba con cta ong
anh.

Sau Hién cau may, danh thu nhan:

— Xin 161 thay. Thiy xudng bén, thay
Hai Tam trudc toi. Toi chia chap Hai
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Tam vi né 16 dudng, t6i thi hi€u khach.
XU nay, hé thdy ai 16 duong la toi san
sang cho an ¢ dum dau.

Bong dunglao thay ran cam thay dau
nhoi. Chac chan rang con Nhung va Hai
Tam dang tinh ty véi nhau. Chiang né
tinh ty v6i nhau. Ching n6 tinh tu qua
lau roi. Trai gai mdéi 16n nén thudng qua
si mé, bat chap du ludn, khong can de
dat giG bi mat. Sau khi nam trong vong
tay Hai Tam qua lau, con Nhung chi con
la déa hoa ta toi méat huong sac. Lao noi:

— Hoi ndy & ngoai goc cay gua, toi
lam bua phép ma khong linh nghiém vi
chuyén t6i phong bai tuc, chuyén 6 ué...
trong nha nay. Ong anh hiéu chua?

Sau Hién chay ra san, nhin ddo dac.
Khoi khu vudn chiing vai muoi budc
la cdy c6 moc um tum. Rach Ong Ray
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hoang vang, ching né tinh tu tai dau?
Sau Hién lai ra sau vuon dom déao dac:

— Nhung oi!

Tiéng goi 4y tan mAt, chang vong
lai. Hay la con Nhung bi Hai Tam cudng
hiép rdi giét chét? Hai Tam la ai? Chang
1é méi quen biét véi nhau ma ching né
yéu nhau qué sém. Con Nhung dau phai
la gai mat nét?

Via lac ay Hai Tam xuat hién. Anh
ta hut thuoc, budc khoan thai ra khoi
khu rting choi:

— Chu Sau kiém c6 Nhung ha?
Sdu Hién nén gian khong dugc:
- U! May di dau nay gio? N6 & dau?

Hai Tam gia vo nhu ké ngay tho:
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— Chdu theo doi.. con ran, Chau dau
co G nha,

Sau Hién ndi gan :
— Con con Nhung?

Cudc di an vung trom viia qua khién
cho Hai Tam hiu hiu tu dic. Néu la con
nha gia gido, cd can cdi thi anh ta sg du
ludn x6m riéng. Ddng nay, anh ta la ké
phiéu bat giang ho: Chua at Sau Hién
dung vo luc dé thanh toan trong khi dng
ta chua bat qua tang.

Tuy nhién, Hai Tam chgt hoi han.
Anh ta suy nghi:

Minh tu tinh v6i con gdi ong roi
minh lam phach, thach d6 6ng thi héara
ké tiéu nhon. Ong nao phai ké ti t. Lam
cha, ai chang néng rudt khi hiéu ngdm
rang con gai minh mat nét véi trai, nhut
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la chang trai v6 nghé nghiép. Minh nén
xin 16i Sau Hién.

Sau Hién dén gan Hai Tam, tron mat
nhu toan thop nguc anh ta ma danh cho
ha gian :

— May di dau?
Hai Tam van tra 16i nhu ci :
— Chau coi con ran...

Lao thay ran chay dén, sau lung Sau
Hién. B mat si tinh, ghen tuong ctia lao
ta trong that dang ghét. Lao ta noi véi
Sau Hién bang moét giong trinh trong:

— T6i hiéu hét. Con nit bay gi¢ qua
trdi roi. Tui con nit gian ma khong ngo-
an. Bay gi¢ minh gia ca, hoi xua minh
cling tré tudi, cing ran mat nhu tui nd...
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L&indix6 xién trich thugng ay khién
Hai Tam gian run. Anh ta ra mat chdng
doi:

~ Ong gia rdi! Ong lam thay rdn thi
rang bat cho xong ran, tai sao 6ng can du
vao viéc riéng cua t6i. Vai trdi cho con
ran dé song dai dé 6ng... cé rugu udng
com an.

Sau Hién quac mat:

— Hai Tam chau dting n6i hon. Con
Nhung dau?

— Chéu v6i con Nhung méi quen
nhau mot ngay. Chdau dau biét n6 dau.

Cam thdy minh ngdé ngdn, Sau Hién
quay sang van dé khac.

— V€ ma an com. Budn qud biia nay
gdp toan chuyén xui xéo.
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Hai Tam nheo mat cudi. Lao thay
ran cang tuc téi. Lao ta doan chac Hai
Tam da tu tinh v6i con Nhung nhung
ndi ra khé qua, chua nam dugc bang cé.
R6 rang Hai Tam la doi thu lgi hai.

Méi dén cé mot ngay ma anh da
chinh phuc qua tim con Nhung, huéng
lac thu xdc thit. Hai Tam lai du thong
minh dé€ vach mit 1d0. That ra chang tai
nao dung bua phép d€ bat con ran ay
dugc.

Hai Tam gid v6 lam than:

— Thay oi ! Cho xin diéu thuoc.

Lao thay ran cau co:

— Chu em con nhd, dling hut qua
sém.

— Nay gid... mét qud. Toi thay con



186 | Soon Nam

ran nQ c6 vay, co bon chan, trén dau co
mong dé hoi. N6 bay trén ngon cay. Tai
sao thay chua bat no, 16t da coi choi?

Lao thay ran lai ndi gian :

— Dting hon hao. Héi ndy, bsi vi
trong x0m cd chuyén 6 ué nén bua phép
cta t6i khong linh nghiém,

— Chuyén gi 6 ué ?
Sau Hién budéc nhanh, néi véi lai:

— Théi di ! Hai ngudi nay sao cdi va
v6i nhau hoai vay ?

Trén con dudng go ghé Sau Hién
budc manh, ban chan dau diéng nhu dap
trén gai goc, sdi dd. Con hon sdéi gai niia,
Sau Hién vi minh nhu dang song trong
cai 6 ong, trong miéng cop, trong vac
dau s6i. Hai Tam va ldo thy ran la ké bat
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luong 1gi dung long hi€u khéch cua lao.
Lao budn budon. May chuc nam rdi, lao
lap nghiép tai day, mong moi x6m lang
trd nén dong duc, phon thinh. Dinh lang
s€ dung 1én, lao dugc lam huong chic
dinh. Mong 4y khong thanh vi... con ran
hé con doé.

Néu trii dugc con ran hg, lao sé gay
dugc uy tin v6i xdm giéng vi da nudi
nang lao thay ran, chiu tén kém cho xém
lang dugc nho.

Phai ly gian hai thang nay méi dugc.
Hai Tam véi lao thay ran dang kinh
chong v6i nhau. Minh nén chia tui n6 ra
hai phe dé dé bé tim hiéu...

Tl nha bép khoi boc 1én cudn cudn.
Va con Nhung dang ngdi bén lu nudc lui
cui dap dau miy con ca 16¢, x6 lui d€ cho
nudng trui.



188 | So'n Nam

Hai Tam néi to d€ thanh minh cho
trudng hgp cta anh ta:

— Bac Sau oi! C6 Nhung do! Co
Nhung 6 sau nha sao bac hoi t6i?

Nhung la c6 gai thong minh. Nghe
cau noi cua Hai Tam, Nhung viing da.
Nhu vay cé nghia la Hai Tam khong nhin
nhédn gap Nhung: ltic thién ha lo viéc bat
ran. Nhung ung dung vao bép gii thai
d6 tram tinh.

Sau Hién noi:

— Nhung ! Nau com roi chua?

Nhung dap tinh kho:

— Nay gid con ndu com. Bat dugc con
ran khong ba? O nha con sg qua. Rui con
ran n6 chay vo nha nay thi nguy!

Lao thdy ran cang tuc t6i. Sau khi
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tinh tu ngoai rting choi, con Nhung con
ngao man, gia mu sa mua ché giéu lao.
N6 sung suéng khi gap Hai Tam.

N6 sé am muu v6i Hai Tam dé€ dualao
ra khdi nha nay. Sau khi Sdu Hién chét.
Hai Tam la tén bo vo, vé nghé nghiép trd
thanh con ré trong gia dinh, thiia hudng
gia tai.

Nhung giy g6 v6i con Nhung lam gi
¢ Lao thay ran diu giong. Lao muodn 16i
cuon Sau Hién, con Nhung dting vé phe
lao dé tong xuit Hai Tam:

— Con ran nay lgi hai 1am chau, N6
khong dam v6 nha nay d4u. Chting bat
duoc con ran, bac cho chdu xem. Bac
nhtt dinh bat né, mot ngay gan day.

Hai Tam hoi nhét nhat:

— Thé gian nay thiéu gi ran. Toi nghe
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thanh hién day rang: trong long moi
nguoi déu chia chdp mdt con ran doc.

Biia com don ra. Sdu Hién chéing
thém udng rugu, ldo mai hoi :

— Ai an thi an.

Hai Tam va Sau Hién lén b6 van.
Con Nhung ding lém thom duéi nha
bép, hiéu rang gidong t6 sap ndi day, trong
gian nha nay.

Pém sang trang. Canh vat mo mang,
may canh tre vuon lén khéi néc nha Sau
Hién, duong dua. D6 la nhiing nét yéu
diéu mém mai nht trén nén troi xanh
thdm, trong vat. Mudi bay tling dan. Hé
budc manh, dung vao lum cay la mudi
bay tua ra. Nhung va Hai Tam ra sau nha,
tim goc cay xoai ma ngoi.
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ké hoach dn thua véi lao thay ran.

Cay xoai um tum, moc bén thém dia.
C4 dn moéng, dép bot. Thinh thodng, vai
con ca l6c nhdy dung, phdng minh lén
roi roi tom xuong. Hai Tam lo ngai:

— Ngbi & day yén khong?
Nhung dap:
— Yén lam. Chting nay ba ngt say.

— Anh s¢g may ngudi trong xdm ru
nhau t6i day bat c4, giang cau. Ho gdp
tui minh...

— Hoi ddu ma sg¢. X4 nay thiéu gi ca.

- Con lao thay ran. Lao di dau sudt
buoi chiéu ma chua vé 2.

— Ai biét ! Anh a ! Da thuong nhau
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anh em minh nén lo liéu. G day khé bé
yén On. Cha em c6 thé giét em néu hay
biét chuyén tinh tu nay. Lao thay ran
quyét long pha hai d6i em. Cha em mudn
giti thé dién v6i x6m lang nén d€ cho lao
ta ve van. Ngay nao do, lao bat s6ng em,
dem di noi khac. Tha rang em theo anh
dén riing U Minh.

Nghe qua, Hai Tam sting sot. Dé dau
Nhung lai dam song chét véi ngudi yéu.
Phai chang vi séng ban chat trong khu-
on kho gia dinh, Nhung ddm ra chan
nan, mudn tim mot chan tréi mdi, xa
viing lau sdy rach Ong Ray? Nhung dua
Nhung 1én U Minh la diéu khé khan.
DPoéi uyén uong sé lam gi d€ sanh sdng?
Hai Tam nhé dén bay mudi riing day 1én,
sudt ngay dém Luc cu, tén Mach, Tu Ba
va dong bon dang lam gi?

Nhung chua hiéu ndi thac mac cua
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Hai Tam. Nang nhac lai:

— Anh chua tin 16i em sa0? Em muon
chung ta song & ven riing nao do, xa lanh
x0m giéng. Em lo cdy lua trong khoai,
anh thi lo... tim kho vang.

Hai Tam lac dau, thé dai. Anh ta da
bia chuyén tim vang dé no6i cho Nhung
nghe choi. Anh qud quyét véi Nhung
rang kho vang ay hay con, chua ai biét ro
dia diém. Nhung qua tin vao 16i Hai Tam
va tin chac rang Hai Tam da thét sy 1én
tham hiém viung U Minh.

Hai Tam gat gu:

— Trén rting, cic kh6 lam. Anh s¢g em
chiu mudi can mat mau, sung mat may,
sanh ghé chdc. Mubi gi ma bay nhu trau
vai. Hiing sang, hé khoat nudc riia mat 1a
muoi 10t vo bay 1én. Binh lam.
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Nhung hoi :
— Binh gi ?

Hai Tam ndi bia thém d€ Nhung diing
doi hoi trén 1én U Minh. Anh muén duc
hiém cdu muu. Dau sao di niia, song &
rach Ong Réy vin vui tha hon, muéi it,
nuéc ngot quanh ndm, com an day du
ngay hai budi, dn trén b van. bé la chua
noéi t6i nhiing thic dn nau nuéng khéo
1éo day du gia vi.

- 0 U Minh, anh chua thdy béng
dang ngudi dan ba nao ca.

Nhung hoang so:
— Tai sao?

— Binh rét kinh nién, binh chéi nuéec.
Ai chua quen thi uoéng nudc rling vai
hém la bung 16n nhu... cdi trong chau,
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mat vang khe, nudc da vang nhu nghé.
Em ma lén dé vai thang thi xau xi, mat
nam chan phen. Xua nay, chi c6 bon dan
ong maéi hién ngang pha riing cudc ray.

Nhung hdi:
— Lam sao ho tao lap gia dinh?

— Khi nén nha nén ctia, ho méi cuéi
V0.

— Em muon lam ngudi dan ba... anh
hung, pha rling cudc ray lan dau tién...
Chét cting vui. Hé mang binh thi em vé
day nam tinh dudng...

Hai Tam chgt nghi ra y kién d€ ngan
can Nhung:

— Dan 6ng thi dong, dan ba qua it.
Ngudi di khai hoang chang muén cé
bong dang dan ba gan ho.
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— Tai sao vay?

— Pan ba khuay r6i, khién bon dan
ong ghen tuong, dam chém lan nhau.
Nhiit 1a dan ba dep nhu em.

— Em & vé6i anh, trong can choi héo

lanh, gan kho vang...
Hai Tam van ngan can:

— Rui dé chta thi thi€u ba mu. Con
gi kho cho bang mot thiéu nii sanh con
dau long gitia ring...

Nhung cudi khi.

— Anh ban lui hoai. Thuong nhau
tam tu nui cling treéo, that bat song ciing
161, ctiu thap deo ciing qua.

Gi6 dém thoi mat rugi, xua dudi may

dan mudi. Loai mudi & viing dat khai pha
xong ludn ludn yéu dudi,, khong lilom va
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ngu dai nhu mudi 6 U Minh. Mudi dép
mot con, that khé. Hai Tam vlia vung tay
1én 1a con muoi da danh hoi, bay mat.

Nhung hoi ngac nhién vi Hai Tam
im lang qua lau.

— Anh buon ha?
— Hoi budn buodn.
— Sao vay ¢

Lam sao ndi su that cho Nhung nghe
¢ Néu dem Nhung vé riling, lay gi lam
sanh ké. Nhiing ngay dau tién Nhung
thoi chi. Kho tim mdt cong rau, mot trai
6t. Rau cai viua trong xudng dat la bao
nhiéu trun d€ kéo téi pha hai. Lai con
nan cop beo, tuy mo hd nhung ai ddm
bao dam rang khong c6. Néu dé Nhung
& day, trudc sau gi nang cling lot vao tay
ké khac.
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Hai Tam nghe cam gidc gi ndng ndng
trong long nguc. Dau Nhung nghiéng
dan r6i ngd vao vai Hai Tam nhu trai
chin ryng. Hai Tam cti mdt hon ngudi
yeu.

Nhung Nhung véi va ngoi lui ra xa:
— Anh! Cdi gi rét xudng kia?

Co tiéng roi nhe, tU trén cay. Nhanh
cay xoai rung chuyén. Con vac vo canh,
bay di, kéu oang oac. D€ ching td6 minh
day dt ban linh, Hai Tam v¢i tran an:

— Dau co gi! Trdi xoai rung.
Nhung u6i khé:

— Anh dién ro6i ha ¢ Mua nay dau c6
X0ai.
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— D6 1a cai nhanh kho.

Dot nhién, Nhung 6m cham lay Hai
Tam:

— N6 do! Con ma...

Hai Tam sting sot, mot vat gi den
daa, kha to, tu trén nhanh xoai tu tu
budng thong xudng, toong teng, cach xa
chiing vai thudc. Hinh ddng no gidong
hét cai than, véi bap dui, bap chudi, ban
chan va cai dau goi cong cong. Hai Tam
chi sg thu dit hay la ké tht nao mang vo
khi. Ma quy do loai ngudi tao ra. Cai thu
doan nay anh da nghe noi, da nghe nguai
khac gidi thich.

Hai Tam day ra sau lung. Mot nhanh
xoai kho ndm lan 1l6c, do ai don sin
nhung chua dem vé lam cui. Anh viing
bung. D¢ la thu vo khi thuadn lgi nhut,
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néu xay ra chuyén bat trac.
Anh néi khé:

— CoOn ciai chan thd nhi. Em cho
xXem...

Pung nhu 161 Hai Tam du dodn, cai
chan thu nhi ti tii buéng xudng roi dong
dua, khong cham mat dat.

— Con ma gia em oi!
Nhung run réy:
— Minh chay trén...

— Khong dugc. Ban dém ma chay 4u,
dé gap tai nan. Trudc khi bay cai tro nay,
tui né da sap x€p trudc dé€ hu tui minh
chay. Cu & day ?

— Em sglam.

— Néu chay v€ nha, ba em nghi ngo.
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Em sao kha qud. Cai thang rung cay nhat
khi nay muén chia ré hai dita minh. N6
ndi ghen. N6 s¢g minh, tai sao minh sg
no.

- Kia! Cai do...

Nhung néi khong tron cau. Mot than
hinh, mét canh tay buong xuéng toong
teng nhu treo bang sgi ddy manh khanh.

Hai Tam quyét dinh ra tay, giét cho

ky dugc tht pham. Tha pham 1a ai? Anh
phén van.

— Trudc khi gdp anh, em c6 htta hon
hodc dan diu véi cau trai nao khong vay
Nhung?

Nhung nguéc mat:

— Céi chét da gan ké sao anh hdi em
diéu do. Khong cd ai hét.
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Hai Tam qua quyét: tht pham la lao
thay ran ché ai xa la. Han theo doi, hiéu
dia thé va doan chac hai ngudi dén goc
xoai nay d€ du yém. Hai Tam nghe ndi:
bon trom cudp thudng tién ting khuc
cay giong nhu dui, minh, dau, tay nguoi.
Chung ngoi trén ngon cay, budc day, cho
thong xuong tling bo phan dé nhat may
ngudiyéubdng via. Do laloai ma cé hinh
dang ai cling nhan thay. Néu ké dung
xem ma thach do, bon bat luong van ung
dung cho khtic chan thong xudng hay rut
1én d€ réi sau rét, tat ca nhiing b phéan
ay rap lai, giong nhu con nguoi

Nhung thtc giuc:
— V¢, anh ail

— Vé thi ba em hay biét. Anh muén &
day an thua véi no.
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Ro6i Hai Tam c0 y to:

— N6 la thang cha thay ran. N6 ngoi
trén ngon cdy nay. Minh ngdi duéi goc
cay v6i thanh dodn dao, lam sao n6 ddm
xudéng: Minh ct yéu nhau sang dén, no
mac ket trén ngon cay.

Roi anh nglia mat quat to:

— Thang kia muén song thi xudéng
day, chay troi cing khong khéi. Tao biét
may la thang thay ran.

Co tiéng cuodi ru lén. Nhiing tiéng
cudi phat ra tu bui cady mua, phia trudc
mat. Hai Tam r6i tri, chang hiéu tai sao
c6 hién tugng ay! Moi viéc xdy ra khong
dung v6i du doan ctia anh. Anh suy nghi:
“Sao vay? Tai sao n6 khong ngoi trén cay
dé giut day, tha may cai chan ciy do! Ai
ngdi trong bui mua, trén mat dat? Chac
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la tui né dong ddo, gdbm ba bon dia nhu
vay la minh bi bao vay td phia, manh ho
lam sao chéng noi v6i quan ho?”

V6i nhanh khuic cdy nam gon trong
long ban tay, Hai Tam ding day buéc téi,
sau khi noi v6i Nhung:

— Em dting chay. Tui né bat song em
d6. O day c6 anh.

Mot bong ngudi nho 1én tu bui cay
mua. Trdi t6i om nhung Hai Tam nhan
ra dé dang:

— Thang gia dich. Tao dap may. Chay
ha?

Vila ndi, anh viua chay téi bui cay.
Céi bong den chay trén. Hai Tam chédng
muoén gay tiéng dong. Giét lao thay ran
délam gildc nay. Anh muon giti thé dién
cho Nhung, anh muén & x6m Ong Ray.
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Anh chay vong quanh dé€ chin dau :

— Thay ran ! Pung lai ché. Tao biét
mat may roi.

Lao thay ran linh quynh, té quy
xuong, chap tay:

— Cau tha toi cho toi.

— Piing day, no6i chuyén dang hoang.
May ra day hoi nao? Dtia nao & trén ngon
cay? Con dua nao ntta? Tui bay may dua?

Lao thay ran néi:

— Mot minh t6i théi. Toi xin ciu
diing cho ai biét chuyén nay...

— Chuyén nay la chuyén gi? Dda nao
ngoi trén ngon cay xoai, thong may khuc
hinh ndém xudng do.

— Da, mdt minh toi...
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Hai Tam ddm manh vao nguc han.
Lao ta kéu lén mot tiéng hy, rdi té sap,
anh budc san téi, dap 1én lung lao ta:

— Vo ly! May kéu thang d6 xuong.
— Da, dau co!
— Té1 nude nay ma con doi.

— Sao cau nghi ngd t6i. Toi... noi
that. Toi dau them ngoi trén ngon ciy dé
budng thong may khuc hinh ndm xuong.
Toi ngoi tai bui cay mua nay budc sgi day
dai dé diéu khién. Dé qua...

Nay gid, Nhung da b6t sg. Nang 1én
tiéng can gian:

— Anh oi! Tha cho 6ng di. Em muén
vé nha. Minh ra ngoai nay lau réi. O nha,
rti ba thiic day, 6ng nghi ngs. Khé lam.
Anh thi khong sao, ché em chac chan bi
danh dap.



Vach mét chan troi | 207

Hai Tam thd dai:

- U! Vay thi em vé truc. D€ anh véi
lao gia nay & lai. Anh la khach khta, néu
bi trach ming, anh dé tra 16i. Ong thay
ran nay cling vay,..

Nhung miing quynh budc khoi goc
cay xoai,

Trang lén cao, Lao thay ran ngoi cu
ri nhu con meéo mac mua. Hoi lau lao
mai ngo 1oi:

— Cam on cau. Minh la ngudi luu
lac, t6i xt la qué ngudi tim sanh ké. Xin
cdu thuong x6t, dung do¢ luong quan td
ma do6i xti v6i toi. Ngudi manh khde thi
di U Minh pha rling tim vang. Yéu dudi
nhu tdi, lam sao x6ng pha ndi. Toi bay
ra nghé bat ran. Rui thay t6i gdp cdu. Tai
sao cau khong lén riing U Minh cu & day
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chen lan véi t6i? bat rong ngudi thua,
chi trai bon bién la nha. Nguoi tré tudi
nhu cdu ma danh dap ké 16n tudi nhu
toi, that 1a khong dung diéu!

Noi xong, 1ao ho su su roi khoc ram
rit nhu ké bi hi€p dap. Hai Tam cam
long khong ddu. Anh nhé dén qua dam
khd manh ma anh vtia ban cho lao thay
ran.

Anh thé dai:

— Minh la ngu¢i dong canh ng¢. Xin
16i dng. Ong dédng bac cha ch, chivi con
Nhung xinh dep ma t6i v6i 6ng dam ra
tht nghich.

Lao thay ran git dau:

— Toi gia roi. Hoi nhd téi tling tuoi
nay, chua bao gi¢ cudi vg. Thi€u gi gai
dep & noi khac...
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- Ong diing hiéu 1dm. T6i quen
v6i con Nhung tu lau... To6i 1én riing U
Minh...

— Ua! Sao ciu khong & trén d6?

Hinh anh Tu B4, Luc cu, tén Mach
hién ra truéc mat Hai Tam. Lén rting
khai hoang nao phai chuyén dé dang tho
mong nhu lao thay ran mo udc. N6 gay
cin dAm mau. O rach Ong Ray, ngudi ta
gianh gdi dep, hodc gianh dia vi x6i thit
trong lang nhu Sau Hién. G riing xanh
dat dai du, dat chua dem hué lgi truc
ti€p, ngudi ta gianh kho tang. Nhung
noéi sy that nao né ay cho lao gia gan dat
xa troi nay dé€ lam gi? Hai Tam vé day vi
anh 1a ké chién bai, anh théi lui, r&i khoi
U Minh. Gi¢ day, anh chi con mot néo
thoat.
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— Toéi nhtt dinh 1én U Minh 14an thu
nhi.

— Cho tdi theo vdi.

Y kién dot ngdt 4y khién Hai Tam
cau may:

— Ong gia r6i, stic yéu. Lén do6 lam
chi?

- Dé giti thé dién.

— Tai sao 6ng khong ¢ day bat con
ran mang xa, ong ran ho gi dé? ? Sau
Hién san sang nuodi 6ng trong nha d€ d6ng
tro tai... Bat dugc ran, 6ng ndi danh, &

khong ma an chuc suot ngay, tii dau x6m
tGi cudi x0m, cho t6i chét.

— Nhung... con ran dé dau c6 that.
Toi dn chuc ba bon thang roi.

— Ct & hoai. Gid mu sa mua ma song.
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— Cau chua hiéu. Dan x6m Ong Ry
nay ky cuc lam. Ho tin t6i nhung khi nao
ho biét toi la tay ltia bip thi ho giét toi
lap tic, mdt hot gao ciing khong them
b6 thi. Dén luc toi ra di...

— Téi san sang giup Ong.

Ca hai ngoi bén gbc xoai, dém khuya
lanh vang.

— Con thuoc khong !

Lao thay ran sg vao tui :

— Cdu danh t6i, goi thudc vang mat.
Dé t6i trd lai kiém. Minh hut choi roi
ban qua ké hoach dé giti thé dién cho toi
va dé cau... cudi con Nhung.

Hai Tam cudi don:

- Ong nhudng con Nhung cho tdi
ha? Sau Hién dau thém ga né cho sao t6i



212 | So'n Nam

co tién lam dam cudi?
Lao thay ran dap:

— ROt cudc chi may dugce vo ma khoi
ton kém gi hét. BGi bon minh nhu con
chudén chudn “khi vui né dau, khi budén
no bay”. Ngay mai, bon minh lén dudng,
dé lai cho x6m nay nhiéu chuyén vui,
chuyén budn. Minh vé...

Trang sap ldn. Hai Tam di liing thiing
bén canh lao thay ran khong n6i mét 16i.
Qua khoi vung lau sdy hoang vu, ho dén
con dudng mon duy nhut xuyén qua
x6m Ong Ray.

Ngo6i nha Sau Hién hién ra. Vai tiéng
ché stia ving vang. Dén van chdy sing
& nha trén va nha bép. Chua dén nha la
Hai Tam da hinh dung dugc nhiing gi
dang cho doi.
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Lao thay ran cudi khi:

— Ne Hai Tam. Lat nita chu may vo
nha, gid bo nhu khong hay biét gi hét.
Chd xem Sau Hién ting pho véi tui minh
ra sao. Minh dting lén tiéng trudc. Chac
con Nhung bi ddnh mém xuong vé toi
ban dém trén ra khoi nha dé tinh tu véi
trai.

Hai Tam lic dau:

— To6i nghiép con Nhung qua ching.
Lam cach nao g& toi cho né ! Ong 16n
tuoi hon t6i, 6ng nén v nha dé ndi va la
v6i Sau Hién. Dau sao di niia, Sdu Hién
cling né mat 6ng hon la t6i, Sdu Hién
muon dudi con “Mang Xa” dé ong ta lay
danh..

Noi xong, Hai Tam ngdi xudng, trong
béng t6i. Lao thay ran thuc hoi:
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— May do dudng, thi coi Sau Hién
dang lam gi ? Chdng 1é bon minh ngt
suot dém ngoai san, Sau Hién chua bat
qua tang, tai sao may sg?

— Ong noéi nghe phai.

Thay vi budc vao nha, Hai Tam di
vong ra sau nha dung rinh tai vach nha
bép. Nhung ngoi lau nudc mat, dau toc
roi nui, doi mat bam tim, sung hap.

Tu nha trén, giong Sdu Hién can
nhan:

— Thang Hai Tam, thang thay ran...
hai dtta n6 du dé may di dau? Lam than
con gai ma déo bong ngu dai, bi hai thang
du d6 mot lugt. May néi thiét tao nghe.
Tui n6 di dau, hen véi may dé1am gi? Tai
sao chling nay may mdéi vé? Dé con nhu
may thiét vo ich. Tao giét may bay gio.
Sao may khong noi?
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Hoi lau, con Nhung tra 16i:

— Con ngu ro6i con giyt minh, con
ma cua chay ra san...

Sau Hién cudi gan:

— May bi ma bat ha? Tai sao may giut
minh?

— Thua cha dudng nhu c6 luong gio6
manh théi ngoai vuon, nhanh cay gay
rang rac réi ¢ ngudi chay nghe thinh
thich...

— Vay ha?

Hai Tam chua biét phan tng ctia Sau
Hién ra sao? Ong ta c6 tin 10i dita con gdi
viia ndi khong? Sdu Hién ua tin chuyén
di doan, huyén bi.

Via lac ay, lao thay ran budc vao
nha, mat ho hai:
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— Trdi oi! Néu t6i khong sang tri thi
ca xdm nay mang hoa vi con mang xa.
Anh Sau con thiic ha? Nay gid toi véi
Hai Tam chay ra vam rach dé theo déi.

Thtia co hoéi ay, Hai Tam di vong dén

san trudc nha roi budc vao, ngdi trén bo
van, ké bén Sau Hién.

Sau Hién nhu suc tinh con mo. Ong
ta dui mat, ngap dai, day lai:

~ O... hén gi... Bdo hai, t6i ray, toi
danh con Nhung.

Lao thdy rin van diém tinh déng

kich:
— Anh Sau danh né vé téi gi?

— N6 md cua, bd nha. Ban dém lam
than con gdi thi phdi ngu tai nha, chang
dugc phép ra ngoai. Rui hang xdm hay
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dugc, ho di nghi cho rang c6 viéc bat
chanh.

Lao thay ran ung dung rét nudc tra:

— Toi v6i thang Hai Tam chay mét
gan chét. Ngay mai nay, t0i ra tay mot
lan chot cho xong chuyén.

Sau Hién mting r6. Néu dudi con ran
h6 mang ra khoi x6m thi Sau Hién sé tré
thanh an nhan, dan trong xém sé bau
cti 6ng lam vi huong ldo. Ong sé xuit ra
sO tién 16n dé cat miéu cat dinh, dugc
an trén, ngoi trudc trong nhing dip 1€
cau an, cung té. Dong thai khi con ran
mat dang, ong ta du ly do d€ tong khi
lao thay ran sau khi dén on cho lao mot
s6 tién. X6m Ong Ray trd nén yén tinh
nhu trudc, dng ta c6 dia vi va con Nhung
c6 thé lay chong, kén ngudi chong sang
trong, mon dang ho doi.
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Hai Tam vui thich v6 cting, thiia hiéu
ké hoach ma lao thay ran sap thi hanh
nay mai. Lao thay ran gia vo an i, ndi to
tiéng cho Nhung yén long:

— Maylam dé. Anh Sau danh déap con
Nhung lam gi? N6 tré vé nha do6 la diéu
may man cho gia dinh anh Sau. Ngu di
Nhung.

R6i 130 nédi khé véi Sau Hién:

— Anh bi€u con Nhung di ngu di. Toi
mudn ban v6i anh chuyén nay. N6 la dan
ba con gdi, yéu bong via. Hoi ndm xua,
toi trd tai bat 6ng Mang Xa & rach Xa
Phién. Loai Mang Xa hung ac lam..

Lao thay ran doi giong, day qua Hai
Tam:

— Chu em di ngu di.
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Hai Tam hiéu ¥, chui vao nép. Ngoai
nay, lao thay ran noéi chuyén ti té véi Sau
Hién, khi canh khuya ga gay.

— Thang Hai Tam la dda “xau hay” dé
n6 nghe 16m thi cong viéc hu hdng.

Sau Hién bat dau tin tudng noi lao
thay ran. Ngoai troi, gi6é théi manh, cay
riing chuyén dong tiing con. Lao thay
ran nam ké Sau Hién, tha ho bia dit bao
nhiéu giai thoai, tuy v6 ly nhung duogc
truyén tung. O rach Xa Phién, & Tin
Bang, ¢ Ca Mau, thinh thoang Maing
Xa Vuong xuat hién. Hoi théi Gia Long
tdu quoc, loai mang xa vuong pha hai
dan lanh. D¢ la ran to tu bién Hai Nam
ndi lén, bo vao rung dé bat nhiing co6
gai “dong trinh”. Tai Tan Bang, trudc do
vai chuc ndm cd dén thang giéng la cac
ong ky lao tim mot c6 gai bat troi lai dé
dang cho Mang Xa Vuong. Khi Mang Xa
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Vuong xudt hién, cay rting rung chuyén,
gdy nghe rang rac.

Sau Hién gat dau, to vé thong thao:

~ Chéc 6ng Ming Xa & rach Ong Ray
nay la... con chdu 6ng Mang Xa Vuong
hoi thai 6ng Gia Long tdu qudc. “Nhtit
diéu, nhi ngu, tam xa, ti tugng’, ran ddi
xua to hon con voi, Xt nay rting ru, con
sét vai con ran to...

Lao thay ran nghe tiéng ga gy sang
nén voi két thuac cau chuyén:

— Anh Séau biét héi xua 6ng ba minh
lam cach nao danh du6i Mang Xa Vuong
khong? ¢ Néu dé 6ng song thi moi nam
trong x6m mat di mot ngudi con gai dep.

— Ai ma biét. Dung bua phép chu gi?

— Dung toa thuoc bi truyén.
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— Thay biét toa thudc dé khong?

— Biét ché. Nhung t6i chua mudn
dung t6i. D€ toi ndi ti€p cho anh Sau ro6.
Ném d6, quan ngu y Nguyén Hiiu Long
dén vung Tan Bang, dung toa thuoc dé
don v6 xdc mot con cho, cao 1ong sach.
Con ché dugc dung ding, lom khom.
Liac ntia dém Mang Xa Vuong t6i dé
huéng 1oc. Trong bong toi 16 md Mang
Xa Vuong khoé phan biét dau 1a cho, dau
la... cd gdi trdng non. An xong Ming Xa
Vuong say thuoc doc, tré thanh con ran
dién khung. N6 chay nhu giong nhu gid
ra bién khoi mét dang. T6i mai minh lam
cong chuyén do.

Sau Hién nam tay lao thay ran:

— Xin 16i thay. Tai ctia thay cao vay
ma bay lau nay t6i chua hiéu. Co6 luc toi
ngd thay la ké bat tai nén cach doi xui tré
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nén lanh nhat. Thay diing phién t6i. Ton
bao nhiéu, to6i san sang. D€ lau qu4, din
chiing rach Ong Rdy cuoi ché cho ring
toi la nguoi ngu dai, nuoi thay trong nha
nhu... nuo6i ong tay 4o...

Sau Hién voi ngling 161 vi da no6i qua
trén. Lao thay ran vui suéng nhu mé co
trong bung. Sdu Hién 1a ngudi qua thiét
tha. Dém mai sau budi 1é cung té€ ngoai
gdc cdy da dé... dau doc Mang Xa Vuong,
thay va Hai Tam sé tron 1én riing U Minh
v6i con Nhung. Ké hoach dé nhat dinh
sé dugc thuc hién.

Chiéc xuong lac lu trén soéng nudc.

ba qué canh hai, gi6 tii khu riling
tram xa xdi thoi 1ong vé, rang lau thua
nghiéng minh, guc xuéng. Canh dep
that nhung con Nhung dau dugc ranh
rang. N6 nghe ngong nhiing tiéng dong



Vach mét chan troi | 223

tt phia miéu ba chia xt. Lao thay ran va
Hai Tam dang c6 mat tai miéu véi hau
hét dan lang.

bay la dém cudi cung. Buon qua di
thoi. Tu thud bé dén gié con Nhung lam
quen v6i con dudng mon, v6i goc cay
glia, vGi cay xoai quéo cb thu & cudi x6m.
Thué 4y con Nhung con nhé ré: n6 méi
dugc bay tam tudi, sudt ngay cdi truong,
tam 10i dudi rach trong. Con Nhung thu
mao hiém dén b rach, hai may trai ban
chua dem vé dn véi muéi hot. Tinh ¢,
né nghe tiéng “khot khet” qua to. N6
chay v€ xém, tri ho l1én:

— Cop! Cop rugt toi.
Cha con Nhung lién ddnh mo, dan
trong x0m xach gay, xach heo diing long

nhong trudc ctia vi chang ai dam chay
ra mé rach dé danh cop. Via thay con
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Nhung, Sdu Hién hoi:
— Cop 6 dau?
Con Nhung noi ho hai:
— Cop rugt 6... sau lung!

Bay gid, ai nay déu trd nén binh tinh.
Duéi sy hudng dan cua con Nhung, hang
chuc ngudi chay ra bai bun. Ho chat van:

— Cop dau?
Con Nhung linh quynh:

— N6 & trén nay. Hoi nay, t6i nghe n6
kéu rod rang.

Ai ndy cudi ngat khi thay hang chuc
con khi dai dot dang nhdn rang an trai
ban chua. Sdu Hién mang con:

— Cop & dau? Sao khong thdy dau
chéan cop?
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Con Nhung dép:

— Da, n6 kéu “khot khet” & trén cay.

Sau Hién tat tai dua con gai, goi la dé
xin 16i v6i ba con chom xém:

— Ngu nhu con... khi. Dé la con khi...!

Nguoi trong xom voi can gian:

— Hoi ddu ma danh né. N6 1a con nit
¢ trudng, chua thay cop lan nao. Ngudi
16n ua noi chuyén cop thi tré con bat
chudc noi theo. Thoi minh vé nha.

Sau Hién ndi:

— Béo hai ba con xadch gay, xdch mac
cho quen tay. O nha ciing ching lam gi.

May con khi dot hai trai ban ném
xuong, nhu tréu gheo doan ngudi di san
cop. Trua dé con Nhung con nhé 16, né
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bat ddu nhuém binh, minh mdy néng
ran Sdu Hién lo sg khi ngudi hang xém
ban tan:

— Miéng dan ba con tré thuodng noi
chuyén linh thiéng chac la con Nhung
gap... ma cop.

Sau Hién da hiéu rang con Nhung c6
thé mang binh vi né bi oan hoén c6 gai
nim xua qud trach. Rach Ong Rdy ndi
danh la linh thiéng, c6 c6 hon. C6 gai bi
cop vO thud trudc da hién vé lam diém
cho dan trong x6m, doi an. “Con Nhung
thay bong dang con cop thiét”. Thé la dan
trong x6m ban chuyén cung té. Sau budi
tiéc cta ba con, con Nhung bong hét dau
nhd udng mot chén tan nhang.

Gig day, né da 16n khon, dén tudi
day thi. N6 dang lam moét chuyén tdo
bao: nd bo ra di, di tan rting U Minh dé
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xay t6 uyén uong v6i Hai Tam. Thtia dip
nay, lao thay ran cling trén luén.

Ngbi ché dgi qua lau, con Nhung
ding day, nhay 1én bai say budc mon
men lai gan goc diia. Nam sdu ngon dudc
chdy chap chdn. Moi ngudi trong xém
déu c6 mdt. Con Nhung nhin mdt cha.
Cha né chua hay biét gi vé ké hoach bip
bgm ctia 1do thay ran, n6 thuong cha, né
mén tat cd nhiing ngudi chom x6m. Ra
di nhu vay la bat hiéu. Nhung né nghi
tham:

— Con trdi con nudc con non thi
minh con ngay tré vé day bao hi€u. Lén
ring U Minh vdi trdi cho Hai Tam gép...
kho vang... O cai xém Ong Réy nay, lam
sao minh tim dugc mdt nguoi yéu cé chi
anh hung doc ngang. Thién ha don dai

qua nhiéu, cho rang minh la gai mat nét.
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Bon ngudi ban tan x6n xao, tai goc
cady glia. Vi gié thdi ngugc nén con
Nhung lang nghe tiéng dugc tiéng mat.
Ho cho doi, ho thuc hoi lao thay ran nén
tro tai.

Lao thay ran noi:

— Ba con coi chting hudng gid. Kia!
Mat dat rung rinh, chac la 6ng Mang Xa
Vuong thuc giac.

Hai Tam dung x6 rg, tay cam bo
dudc, thinh thoang liéc nhin vé phia vam
rach. Con Nhung biét Hai Tam dang ay
ndy. Luc ndy Hai Tam da dén tan bai bun
dé quan sat va con cian dan no:

- Em ngo6i day. Hé anh chay téi la
minh cho xuong tach bén.

Con Nhung giat minh. Ldo thay
ran danh lén mot hoi trong. Hang chuc
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ngudi ding khim nam bén gbc cay glia,
cui dau nhin xudng hang ran.

Lap tuc con Nhung chay tré vé chiéc
xuong. N6 nghe Hai Tam la that to:

— Ba con ai! Coi kia, du6c sap tat.
Chac la 6ng Mang Xa Vuong phun hoi
doc. Di khoi gdc cay cho xa. Kia! Ong
dé! Ong Ming Xa Vuong chay do!

Dudng nhu ca bon dang chay tan
loan. Chting day lai con Nhung thay may
b6 dudc déu tat. Bong t6i lan tran, nhiing
tiéng chui raa vang lén ting chap. Con
Nhung cdm san cdy ddm khoat nuéc khi
Hai Tam nhay xuong:

— Nhung! Boi cho mau. Ho rugt theo
anh.
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Luc cu sai tén Mach ra tdn mé song
ngd Ba DPinh dé kiém la tram bau. Tén
Mach can nhan:

— Minh lén riing U Minh dé tim kho
vang, dé dau c6 Tu Ba va Hai Tam theo
doi. Hai Tam tron r6i. Tu B4 8 mot minh.
Mai chiéu minh tim cach giét né. Dé
qua, hai ngudi nhu tdi véi Luc cu chdng
1€ khong du tai tri giét Tu Ba?

Luc cu ngap dai:

— Tao biéu may ct lam. May luoi
biéng qud, cl ndi lang qua chuyén khac.
Mang Tu Ba nam trong tay tao, nhung
tao chua muoén giét né. Tao dé cho nd
song thém vai thang d€ bon minh d6 ton
cong tham thinh chon riing sau.

— Tham thinh bing cach nao? O day
con nhiéu trap, nudc chay luon dudi dat.
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Chac héi xua c6 con kinh dao an thong
tdi... dén vua.

— Kiém 14 trAm bau cho tao hut. Tao
ghién thudc tli may ngay roi. Dau oc tao
toi om...

Tén Mach suc nhé: 1a tram bau co
thé dung dé€ van hat nhu hat thudc. Khoéi
tram bau céd mui thom nhung khong cay.

“Phai tu choi mé6i dugc”. Tén Mach
san sang tim thuoc cho Luc cu hut vi con
dudng tu cdn choi dén mé song khong
xa lam. Han chi s¢ Tu Ba rinh rap, chém
han doc duong. Néu thd nhan sy hén
nhat thi xdu hé. Tén Mach noi tré:

— S¢ 10 bi mat...
Luc cu can nhan:

— Vay tao nhin hat moét giay nta.
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May ranh khong? Néu cham tré thi Tu
Ba chiém kho tang truéc bon minh.

— Da ranh.

— Kiém cho tao chiing m¢t chuc con
rua, tht rua hoi to. Coi chting thang Tu
Ba thay cong viéc lam ctia may.

— Bat rtia la chuyén thudng 1é.

— Tao cdn ddn sao may ua cai 161 qua.
Tén Méch néi:

— D€ tdi dén gan choi Tu Ba cho biét

4 4

né cé & nha hay khong?

Choi Tu B4 trong hoang, cé vach
cing nhu khong. Bép un con tda khoi
dudi bo vat. Tu Ba ngdi dudi goc hé mai
cay mac cho bén. Tén Mdach hoi ludng
cudng:
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— Chu Tu khong ngt trua sao?

— Tao stia soan vo rling dé... danh
cop. May biét gai bay cop khong?

Tén Mach suc nhé: hai dém trudc,
cé tiéng cop rong & phia riing sau.

— Toi chua gai bay cop lan nao.

— Ngay mai néu ranh, may theo tao
cho biét. Uong qua, Hai Tam di vang.

— Hai Tam biét gai bay cop ha?

— N6 biét toa thudc bi truyén dé
thuoc cop. Cop an moi vai gid sau la nga
lan ra chét.

— Hai Tam di dau lau quaz
Tu B4 ndi, giong budn buodn:

— Cai thang anh hting rom. N6 vé xt
roi. Ma né vé xu... do la chuyén may cho
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bon minh.
— Sao vay?
— Hoéi Luc cu thi biét.

— Thoi, sdng mai t6i xin phép Luc cu
dé vo rling coi chu gai bay cop.

No6i xong, tén Mdch chay vé choi,
cho Luc cu biét rang Tu Ba con 6 tai choi
ctay. Luc cu nhac nhao:

— Bat hon mudi con rua méi du xai.
~ Troi 0i! An u6ng gi nhiéu vay.

Luc cu goi tén Mach dén gan dé giai
thich. Tén Mach to6 ra trung thanh, san
sang tuan 161, biét sg oai quyén ctia Luc
cu. Nhung Luc cu ching lam diéu gi kh-
ién han buon. Kinh nghiém trudc mat
cho thay: vi Tu B4 khd tanh ma Hai Tam
ra di, bo Tu Ba bo vo m6t minh. Néu Luc
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cu to ra nghiém khac, doc doan thi tén
Mach ciling tron, bo cudc. Chiling do, con
ai ho vé Luc cu trén dudng tim kho vang
bi mat.

— Minh kiém mot chuc con rua la it.
bang ly ra, minh ki€ém hang tram con,
thi rua that to. Moi con rua dem vé nha
dé khac chi, khac diu 1én mai, hodc
minh chat bt mot chan.

— Nhu vay téi l[am,

— May cai trdp & rung nay la con
kinh dao tu lau doi. Day choai bo phu
ngang qua kinh nén méi trong qua ai
cling tudng la dat lién. May con kinh hoi
xua déu an thong véi nhau réi gom vé
mot moi, tic 1a mot hé nude. Thoi xua,
hé vua chuda x4y cit kinh d6 & dau luén
ludén c¢6 kinh dao dan nudc. Minh khac
chit thap lén mai con rua, tha xuéng trap
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r6i minh 1én riing sau dao tht may cho
dat lun. Néu minh gdp con rua ma trudc
kia minh da lam d4u thi...

Tén Mach hdi ngay:
— Thi d¢6 1a dudng vé kinh do.

- U! May nédi ding. C6 hang trim
con kinh da mét tich. Chéng 1€ bon minh
sudt ngay vo rung, dao tiing khoanh dat
dé tim xem trdp an téi dau. Gidia rting
nay, c6 moét viing nudc bao la, chim co
bay vé lam 6 ngan con, hang van con.
Minh lén viing nuéc d6 ma vét thu, sau
khi tha rua. Néu gdp thi ving nudc doé la
noi kinh dé ngay xua, tic la kho tang &
gan viing nudc.

Tén Madch hia:

— Chiing x€ chiéu téi mang vai chuc
con rua vé cho Luc cu. Toi ra mé song
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Cai d€ bat rua, nhu vay Tu Ba it chu v,
san dip t6i kiém 14 tram bau cho Luc cu
van thuoc hut dé ghién.

No6i xong, tén Mach quan khén 1én
dau, tay xach cay mac lam khi gi6i phong
than. Cay mac la dung cu can thiét cho
han bat rua. Bat xong, han dung mii
nhon & dau mdac ma xoi 16 & mai rua,
dung day choai budc lai thanh mot xau
toong teng.

T phia song Cai, ti€ng ti va dua lai
ving vang:

— Tu... tu...

Luc cu nhay nhém. D¢ la am hiéu
clia chtia ddng Tau O tit Hai Nam tdi.
Hang nam, Luc cu déu gdp mot tén chaa
tau. Ndm ngodi, chinh tén chua tau da
diém chi va goi y cho Luc cu biét: trén
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ring U Minh c6 kho tang bi mat. Nam
nay tén chua tau dén qua sém, trudc
mua gio bac.

Lam sao bay gio?

Luc cu budc ra khoi choi, lay tay che
mat, ngéng vé phia song. Bén kia Tu
Ba ding san tu bao gid. Luc cu ttic toi,
muoén ddm manh vao nguc. Néu khong
c6 Tu B4, Luc cu da chay ra mé song, at
TuBachuy.

Dudng nhu Tu B4 khong yén tam
cho lam khi nghe tiéng tu va. Hai nguoi
huom nhau. Thoi khac trdi qua nang né.
Tiéng tu va lai ra 1én. Luc cu tin rang tén
Mach da ra dén bo song Cai, 1at niia, néu
cd xay ra diéu gi la, n6 sé trg vé bao cao.
Néu bo can choi, chay di dén chua Tau
O thi gay thém sy nghi ngo d6i véi Tu
Ba.
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Thai do ctia Luc cu khién Tu B4 suy
nghi mién man. Cha cho rang Luc cu
dang boi roi vi ti€éng tu va. Tu hoi dan
than “phiéu bat giang ho” dén gio, Tu Ba
chua ra ngoai bién nén chua hiéu sinh
hoat nhdn nhip ctia dan chai luéi, cta
bon hai tic.

Ng6i co thu trong choi la chét, la
mat co hoi. Tai sao sg Luc cu? Biét dau
bon ngudi thoi ti va ngoai kia 1a ké thu
ctia Luc cu? Nghi vay, Tu Ba treo 1én noc
choi, ngéng vé song Cai Lén. Chu thay rd
rang chuc chiéc tau den thui, moi chiéc
c6 hai hay ba c6t buom. S6 nguéi trén
tau dudng nhu kha dong, mdc toan quan
ao den.

Tu Ba tré xudng dat. Luc cu ding
bén kia choi, hoi vong:

— Cadi gi vay?
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Tu Ba tra 16i, giong khiéu khich:

— Ai lam gi, mdc ké né. Xd nay cua
toi. Co lé la ngudi la.

Luc cu gat dau:

— Bon minh von ven doéi ba ngudi.
Chac la ho muon cudp pha.

— Thi t6i san sang mai ho 1én ba.

No6i xong Tu Ba xdch lén cay mdc,
chay nhanh ra mé sdng. Tiéng ngudi noi
vang ran, nhu ong v& 0, nhu cai va. Gio
phut ay, Tu Ba vo cung hoéi han, vi doi
chu da bé mat nhiéu co hoi dé hoc tiéng
Hai Nam. Chac ho 1a nguoi tu dao Hai
Nam téi. Nguoi Hai Nam c6 161 phat am
ndng né “xi x0 xi xao nhu Chét chim tau”
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Sau khi tim vi tri &n nup thuan lgi,
Tu B4 quan sat khung canh tung bling
dién ra gitia song. Co tat ca sau chiéc
tau buom, son den, be tau nho6 lén khoi
mat nudc, chiing to rdng dudi tau chang
cd chuyén chd hang héa gi rdo. Tau da
quang neo gita song, chung quanh tau
c6 hang chuc chiéc tam ban nho.

Chiéc tau thd nhtt mang 14 c6 do,
dé hai chii den: Long Phi. Vién chua tau
mang b rau nam chom, bac phéu. Han
chong canh tay vao khiu siing than cong
qua to, nong sung cham tr6 ran ruc.

Hai chiéc tam ban nho tii tii m& day.
Sau tén hai tac nhay xuéng, mang ma tau
sang choang.

Tu Ba yén tam v6 cung. Cha tin rang
bon nay 1én mé song d€ tim nudc ngot
dem vé tiép té€ cho thuy thu. Hai tén hai
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tdc cam tay cheo duy nhat & sau lai tam
ban ddy qua day lai.

Trong phut choc, tam ban xan mui
vao bai bun, cdch xa Tu B4 chiing vai
chuc budc. Chung nhay 1én bg, co stic
16i trén dat bun, 16i rat hang hai mac cho
bun ngap lén qua goi.

— Hén 13 tui n6 mudén lung bat ngudi
nao day!

Nghi vay, Tu B4 tréo 1én ngon cay
ban, ngoi im d€ dé bé quan sat. Bon hai
tdc rat ma tau, phat may nhanh cay, ho
hét 6m toi:

— A Lau! A Lau!

Tu B4 cang thic mac, chang hiéu A
L4u 1a nhan vit nao? Theo su diéu tra
ctia cha viung U Minh Thugng nay chi
cO Luc cuy, tén Mach va chi ma thoi. Chua
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ddt ra nghi van:

— Chac tui hai tdc nay da cho thang
A L4u nao d6 1én bo do tham tu trudc.
Chung ch6 A Lau dé biét tinh hinh, trudc
khi cho d6 bo.

Dot nhién, mot tén hai tic dung
chan ngay gbc cay ban, noi Tu Ba dang
an nap. Chu nin thd, cha dgi. Tén hai tac
chém vao gdc cay dé ha con gian rbi ndi
liu lo.

Bay khi chuyén tu goc cay ban nay
qua goc cay ban khac. Vai con khi dot
ngoi 6 chdét nhanh cay dang hadi trdi ban
ném xudng dé tréu choc tén hai tac.

Trai ban tht ba roi xuong trung ngay
dau, han rut ngon phi tiéu phdong lén.
Con khi dét roi xudng, gidy giua. Tu Ba
phuc tham tai nghé cta han. Han phéng
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phi tiéu qua gioi, khong can dung mat
ma nham trudc muc tiéu.

Bay khi chay tan loan, kéu gao tham
thiét. Sau khi tén hai tic viia quay lung,
bay khi nhdy xudng dat, xum nhau
khiéng xdc dong loai.

Tén hai tdc day mat ra ngoai song
Cdi, dua tay lén vanh moi goi to:

— A Lau! A Lau!

Mbt chiéc tam ban nhd - chiéc thu
ba - roi khoi tau buom Hai Nam, mang
theo hai tén hai tdc va mot ngudi cao
16n, mac 4o den - kiéu 4o ba ba. Béy gio,
Tu Ba méi an tam. Chiéc tam ban xap lai
bai bién. Bon hai tic xim lai ban tan véi
nguoi mdc 4o ba ba.

Khong can suy luan, Tu B4 da doan
chac: A L4u la tén chang nay. A Lau ndi
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to, bang tiéng Viét Nam:

— Chua tau Long Phi ra linh cho may
nguoi hoi ndy ra trinh dién. Ai &n nap
thi bi chém dau. Nghe chua!

Gid dua thoang thoang, nhanh ban
dong dua trong ém diu lam sao! L4 ban
viia tron, viia xanh, ban trang bac nhu c6
sac ngan nha. Canh 14 khua dong ri rao,
chang vong lai tiéng tra 16i ndo ca.

A Lau ndi tiép:

— Nghe chua! D€ tui né bat song thi
nguy to. Toi la ngudi Viét Nam, ba con cu
tin t6i. Néu xay ra diéu hiéu lam, t6i san
sang bénh vuc. Dung sg. Tui n6 mudn
héi thdm tin tuc.

Tu B4 cang ngac nhién. Doan tau
budm nay dén ven riing U Minh véi
st mang ddc biét. Chu Tu tin rdng bon
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hai tic chang bao gid ddm ngéng cudng
chiém ct dat dai, lap vuong qudc riéng
biét tranh chap véi triéu dinh Hué. La
hai tac, chung dén song Cai L6n v6i muc
dich dé doan ra: quyén lgi, tién bac, cua
cai. Chu nghi dén cai kho tang bi mat ma
Luc cu va tén Méch dang theo doi.

Néu la mot doan ngudi dé khai ho-
ang co6 t0 chuc thi Tu Ba san sang hy
sinh, 1én tiéng dé bon hai tdc bat coc,
dem xudng tau. Tu Ba ngdm ngui hoi
ti€c vi doan ngudi di theo minh hdi may
thadng trudc da tan lac. Con gi thich tha
cho bang danh quéan thu tu trong danh
ra. Thoi thi danh theo doéi hanh dong ctia

bon hai tac nay, chd xem tinh thé ra sao?

— Lan chét, t6i mdi ngudi nao dang
tron tranh nén ra mat diing gidu giém vo
ich. Hoi ndy, mdc dau mu suong day ddc
trén song nhung chua tau Long Phi thay



Vach mét chan troi | 247

16 c6 chiéc xudng... bat luong boi ngang.
Nguoi luong thién sao lai 4n lanh?

A Lau néi chua dut 161, bon hai tic
ho reo, bao vay bai bun, quan sat ky tting
ngon ban.

Bao nhiéu chim chéc v6 canh, tung
bay rgp san, lugn vong quanh nhu muén
rdi td Am. Bon hai tac nam tay nhau budc
tGi, quyét long kiém soat tiing géc cay
ngon co. Trong khi d¢é vai tén khéc treo
1én tan noc chét vot cdt budom, ngong vé
phia rting xa xdi.

— Tui nay ghé that! Minh nén chuyén
qua may cdy ban khac. Hoi nay tui né
sanh nghi...

Bon hai tic ho reo nhu vua tim ra
tung tich ké thu. Chung chay don téi goc
bai song. Thtia luc chiing quay vé huéng
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khac, Tu B4 tréo 1én choét vét cay ban.
Bon haéi tac gip chiéc xudng nam trén
dat kho, sat bai. Chung chay vong quanh
chiéc xuong ho hét, chit nhanh cay roi
cudi ha ha. Gigng A Lau n6i 1én:

— Mi la ai? Tai sao chay tron? Mi boi
xuong ngang song, chan dau tau Long
Phi d€ do tham ha?

Tu B4 tr6 mat nhin. Bon hai tic
dang troi tay mot nguoi bé bét sinh lay.
Nguoi do la... tén Mach. Tu Ba hiéu ro:
Khi nghe ti€ng tu va, tén Mach vang linh
Luc cu ra day r6i bi bat. Nhung con chiéc
xuong? Bon hai tdc danh dap toi boi tén
Mach trong khi A Lau noi to:

— Con ngudi ntia dau?
Tén Mach dap:

—Téi nghiép t6i. Toi ra ddy mot minh.
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— Nha may & dau?
— Da & choi, trén riing.

A Lau phién dich lai cho bon hai
tdc nghe. Chung danh thém vai tat tai,
dap tén Mach, ra linh cho tén Mach quy
xudng. Co dtia huoi ma tau, ke sat c6 tén
Mach trong khi A Lau néi, giong gian di:

— May qua sdng dé do tham véi mot
ngudi niia. Pling choi cai. Nay gio may
khong c6 t6i gi ddng chém nhung may
noéi lao nén tui n6 muon chém may lap
tic. Tui n6 hung hang lam.

— Da, chét thi t6i chiu. Téi ra day mot
minh.

— Chiéc xudng nay ctia ai? Tai sao
trén xudng c6 hai cay dam, c6 gao, cé
banh, c6 hi dung nudc ngot?
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Tén Mach cti dau rdi chap tay lay.

Tt chiéc tau Long Phi, ti€éng tu va lai
troi 1én. Tén chua tau dua tay ngoat. Bon
lau la bat tréi tén Mach rdi quiang xudng
chiéc tam ban. Chuang ro6i bai bun khong
quén kéo theo chiéc xuong dé lam tang
vat.

Tan tham kich da dién xong. Tam tri
Tu Ba ron 1én bao nhiéu ndi lo Au. HOm
ray, chu song ban chat nhu éch ngoéi day
giéng, quén rang tu bién khoi ngoai song
Cai Lén con bao nhiéu ngudi qua lai. Luc
cu la ngudi qua bé bong kém quan trong,
chu da lao tam, ton tri dé€ tim muu ké doi
pho véi han. Trong khi d6, bao nhiéu bi
mat dang bao vay khu rting, nhiing cam
bay bi mat do con ngudi tao ra con ghé
gém hon la cop gau, hoac nhiing cai trap
sinh sup.
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Tu Ba tudt xudng dat, chua biét nén
vé choi hay la ra tdn mé bai d€ tham thinh
bon hai tic Tau O.

Vé nha ticla tha thé, bo tay cho chét.
Bon hai tac sé dén bao vay can choi. Gio
nay, chac tén Mach khong chiu n6i sy tra
tan nén da tiét 1o su that vé kho tang.

Néu & nan nd trén bai song, liéu cdich
loi gi. Chu sé dong vai tudng con nguoi
thu dong, bo tay trudc tinh thé. Khi bon
Tau O kéo 1én b, cht sé 4n lanh dé ro6i
nghen ngao khi thdy ching ho hét.

T bui rang phia trudc, co ti€éng goi:

— Chu Tu!

Tiéng goi qua quen thudc khién Tu
B4 hoi ky:

— Al vay?
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Hai cdi dau nho 1én khoi bui rang:
— Tui toi.
Tu Ba mtling quynh:

— Hai Tam? T6i day hoi nao? Ai doé?
Co nao do?

Hai Tam noi:

— Chuyén dai dong lam, d€ toi noi
sau. C6 nay 1a c6 Nhung & rach Ong Riy
h6i hom xua, chac chi Tu con nhd, trude

khi lén U Minh minh qua rach Ong Ray,
nghe tiéng hat “D4 ai quét sach 1d rling”..

Tu Ba khoat tay:

— Luc nay ma ndi chuyén doi xua: vo
ich. A, c6 Nhung dep qud. Tinh sao day?
B0 hai ngudi méi tdi...

Hai Tam dap:
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— Tui em boi xudng qua song, gap
tui Tau O nén lap ttic 1ai qua bén nay bo
xuong trén bai. Bao hai thang Mach bi
tra tan.

— Dbucgc r6i minh vé choi, liéu dinh
sau. Anh mung qud. Cé em anh viing
bung déi phoé véi tui nd. Con c6 Nhung
liéu bé theo tui t6i noi khong?

Con Nhung cudi gugng:

— Em tudng & riing rdm thi yén 6n
nao de...

Ca ba ngudi di vé choi. Luc cu ding
XG ré nhu sét rudt.

— Chu Tu gédp thang Mach khong?
Tu Ba dap, gon 1dn:

— N6 di dau ma t6i gap?
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Luc cu nhin Hai Tam:

— Hai Tam cuéi vg d6 ha? Gap thang
Méch khong? O dau t6i? Ngoai song cai
cé gila?

Tu B4 no6i nhanh dé do xem phan
ung cua Luc cu:

~ Théing Mach bi tui dudi Tau O bit
song, chém dut dau roi!

Luc cu kéu lén:
~ Uy troi, chém chua?

— Hoi nay toi thay tui no stia soan
chém.

— La vay! D€ t6i xin cho né khoi téi.
Tui Tau O la qua!

No6i xong Luc cu chay ra ngoai bai
song. Tu B4 nghiém nét mat:
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do! Nghe chua?
Luc cu quay lai ndi to:

— Trudc sau gi may ciing chét nghe
Tu Ba.

Roi Luc cu chay nhanh 1én phia rting
sau. Nhung ngo ngac néi v6i Hai Tam:

— Chuyén gi vay anh? Em s¢ qua.
Tha rang...

Hai Tam lac dau:
— Anh du stic bdo boc cho em.
R6i hoi Tu Ba:

— Minh liéu sao? D& em rugt theo,
bat song Luc cu. N6 lam nhu ké gian déi.
Chiéc né dinh dang v6i méy chiéc Tau O
ngoai kia.
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Tu Ba mim cudi:

— D€ no 1én rung. Chac la chuyén
kho tang. Minh diing cho né gap tui Tau
O 1a dut r6i.

Nhung Luc cu chay khong xa cho
lam. Dén gbc cay bang c6 thuy, 6ng ta
diing lai treo 1én ngon cay. Tu Ba ndi:

— D€ anh bat song n6. N6 muon lién
lac vé6i tén Mach, v6i bon Tau O. Poan
tau nay téi day, théi th va lam dau hiéu.

No6i xong Tu B4 ra ngoai san roi
khom lung, chay lan theo khu riing choi.
May ngay lién ti€p trdi khong mua. Vai
con ran bo sot soat trén 14 kho. Lat sau,
Hai Tam thay Luc cu tré xudng dat. Roi
thi ong ta va Tu Ba déu mat dang, lan
khuat phia rling sau.

Nhung thé dai ngao ngan. Cén choi
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trong hoang, chi c6 bd vat 16t bang cay
tram. Noi goc choi ba cuc dat kho nho
1én, lam noi ndu nuéng. Hai cai gdo dua,
hai do6i daa tre, mot cai ha nho... Dé la
tat ca dung cu bép nuc... Gian nha am
ap & rach Ong Ray hién ra trong tim
tri. Nhung hai tiéc khung canh yén am.
Hoéi ra di, n6 ngd rang Hai Tam da “lap
nghiép” noi ven riing cat xong ngoi nha
rong rai, chung quanh c6 vudn tugc day
chudi 6i.

N6 ngéd lung trén bo vat tram roi
ndm nghiéng, lan qua trd lai, hai hang
nudc mat tudn trao, lan tron trén ma. N6
muon thét 1én that to:

— Hai Tam ! May gat gadm tao. Tudng
1alén day dugc song nhan rdi, trong canh
than tién nao dé dau may... dn long & 0.
Kho vang & dau ?



258 | Son Nam

Hai Tam nhu hiéu y Nhung, dén gan
an ui:

— Em mét haz

Nhung khong tra 16i, Hai Tam noi
giong khiéu khich:

— Liéu bé em... chiu ndi canh nay
khong? Anh hoi han qua. Em lén day
nham lac khé khan. Chén rling xanh
nay khong hop vé6i dan ba con gii.

Bi cham tu 4i, Nhung vut ngdi day:
— Em du stic chiu cuc.

— Nha anh & dau ? Day la choi cta
anh Tu Ba ma.

Dot nhién, Hai Tam ndy ra sang kién:
cl noi gat con Nhung:

— A. Anh quén néi rd. T6i day, chung
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minh méi di dugc ntia ching dudng,
thinh linh bi bon tau O qudy ray. Nha
anh & trén kia, gan noi c6 kho tang.

- Vday ma em tudng rang anh gay
dung su nghiép tai day. Mét qua.

Hang chuc con mudi bu vao chan
tay Nhung mdc dau bép un 6 ngoai ctia
khong dut tda khoi. Tu phia song Cai
Lén, tiéng ti va vang rén cu trdi 1én tling
chap. Ngudi thdi ti va chacla manh khoe,
cd hoi dai. Nhung ban chat cua tiéng tu
va la trdm budn, ndo nudt, chang bao gid
cat cao dugc.

Nhung tré lai thuc té:

— Tui Tau O t6i day lam gi? Hoi sdng,
em diéng hon ngd rang bi bat song? N6
bat ai vay?

Hai Tam dap:
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— Tui né ngang ngugc lam. N6 muon
tim bat bat cti ngudi nao & day...

— Chi vay?
— D€ tui n6é do duong di nudc budc.

— Tui né vo day rdi 6 lai chiling bao
lau?

— XU nay ctia ngudi Viét Nam, lam
sao tui nd & lau. Triéu dinh dem binh té6i

danh.

— Tai sao chtra thay binh linh cta
Triéu Dinh ?

— Lam sao anh biét ... Thoi, em ngt
cho khoé d€ anh niu com cho em én.
Mubi can nhiéu khong ?

Nhung khong tra 16i. Phia song Cai
Lén, ti€ng tu va im bdt. Vi qud mét nang
nam thiém thi€p. Hai Tam thuong hai
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Nhung hon bao gi¢ hét. Nhung du stic
chiu dung khd cuc, bang ¢6 r6 rét la nang
ngt dé dang. Nang chiéu x€ dan.

Thinh thoang, Hai Tam budc ra san
ma ngong, ngong phia riing sau roi quay
ngugc lai, c6 ging theo doi doan Tau O
ngoai song Cai Lén. Tu B4 chua vé, may
ngon cOt budém con do, nho lén khoi
ngon ban.

Can choi Luc cu van tréng hoang,
gi6 thdi phat pho, lay dong may tau la
kho trén vach, d€ 10 ra mot cai ha. Hai
Tam chay qua choi Luc Cy, xtc tat ca mé
gao roi dem veé choi Tu Ba dé danh du
tri.

Troi da t6i. Nau xong noi com, Hai
Tam nudéng hai con cd kho. Anh giad vo
gol :
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— Nhung oi ! Thuc hay ngt.

Nhung ngdy déu déu, Hai Tam noi
14m bam:

— D€ cho né ngt ludn.

R6i anh dét thém bép lua dé un
muoi. Bung dé6i nhung anh dn khong
thay ngon. Miéng com nhu chan ngang
cuong hong. Rui Tu Ba bi Luc cu giét
trén rling thi sao? Ngay mai bon Tau O
sé gid tro gi? Tai sao tui nd bat tén Mach?

Nhung trd minh no6i lam nham:

— Ba ci! Thang cha thay rian no...
dung t6i con.

Batgiac Hai Tam thd dai. Nam day ma
Nhung nhé téi nhiing ngay thanh binh &
rach Ong Ray. Lo thay ran da xiéu lac
phuong nao? Néu téi déy, chic hén lio
ta da bi bat mot lugt véi tén Mach. Lao
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ta gid tro bip bgm doi bat 6ng ran hé dé
dugc an khong ngodi roi va dugc gai to
kinh né. Hai Tam cui madt then tham.
Kho tang bi mat rting U Minh giong nhu
con ran hd & rach Ong Ray. Va Hai Tam
nao co6 tai can gi hon lao thay ran. Tuy c6
thién chi tim kho tang nhung Hai Tam
tGi gio phat nay van la ké néi doi, luong
gat con Nhung.

Ngoai san, mot bong ngudi qua lai,
hoi quen.

— Hai Tam do ha?
Hai Tam nhén ra Tu Ba:

— Anh Tu... Luc cu dau? Bat n6 dugc
khong?

Tu B4 dap:

— Ra day, di vd6i toi kéo chét ca bon.
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— Sao vay ¢

— Chac tui né gianh giut kho tang
v6i anh em minh. Luc cu lén riing r6i tré
xuong mé song Cai Lén roi. N6 thong
dong tu lau, dau hoi ndm ngodi véi tui
Tau O.

Hai Tam con phan van:
- Di trén a? Con Nhung?

— Méc ké con Nhung. Minh déu sg ai
ma trén! Mau ra mé sdng vdéi toi.

— Rai con Nhung thuc day thi lam
sao ¢ N6 song mot minh trong can choi
v{i... ma,

— Thoi! Kéu no thtic day, biéu nd
ngoi chd, anh em minh di choc lat roi tré
ve. Cl noi daéi véi dan ba, kéo hu hong
chuyén 16n hon.
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Tén Mach ti ti md& mat. Tu bé t6i
om nhu muc. Han quo tay, mting tham:

— Tui né mo day roi. Hai tay cta
minh ct dong dugc. Nhung minh dang
¢ dau?

Han nam im, khong khi ngdt ngat,
uét at. Lung han chuyén dong chdéi véi.
Han ¢6 tim mot tia sang. Chling nay la
gio Ti hay gio Ngo? Han r¢ vao khoang
toi, dung vao vat gi cling ngac, lanh 1éo
nhu tdm vach. Hin da hiéu: bon Tau O
nhét han dudi hdm tau. Him nay qua
sau, day nap ky ludng. C6 1é chung quang
xac han xuong déay. Toan than han dau
nhtc. Han quao tht vao mat. May ngdén
tay cting do. Mdt may han da trg thanh
tam van, cuc gach, mat tat cd cam giac
té€ nhi, nong am. Han nhé t6i trdn don
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chi tti khi chta tau Long Phi diéu tra han
veé... kho tang bi mat. Han mdt muc kéu
oan:

— Lay oOng, trén ring khong cé kho
tang.

Chua tau lac dau:

— Con ngudi kia dau roi: Tai sao vg
chong may chay tron, bdé chiéc xudng
trén bai?

Han thu that, ndi tat cd nhiing gi han
biét. Han cho rang chi c6 Luc cu va Tu
Ba la am hiéu kho tang. Han van nai:

— To6i 1a ngudi ctia Luc cu. Luc cu
biéu t6i t6i mé song don rudc 6ng... chta
Tau O.

A Liu tro tai “thong ngodn’, co6 gang
gidi thich cho chua tau Long Phi nghe.
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Nhung vién chada tau van khu khu git y
kién:

— Tai sao Luc Cu khong ra day don
tao? Tai sao Luc Cu khong ra day gédp tao
dé€ nhin nhan may? Tai sao may tron trén
bai bun, khi gap tao ? Tao ra lénh cho
may ra mdt, tai sao may gia cam gia diéc
?

Sau rot vién chua tau ra linh trdi tay,
tréi chan tén Mach, danh dép nhu tu.
Han chét xiu khi hting chiu doi ba qua
dam dau tién.

Han nghiéng tai, triing mat. Khoang
ham van boc hoilanh 1éo. DOt nhién, han
nghe ving ving tiéng tréng, tiéng kén
tu trén san tau. San tau khua dong, cé
nguoi dam chan 1én tdm van ngay trén
cao, trén dau han. Han nin thé.
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Mot luong anh sang roi xuéng. Han
nham mat kéu ru:

— Troi oi ! Nhiic dau qua

Tu trén san tau, c6 bong ngudi tu
tu... roi xuong, toong teng. Tén Mach tu
tran tinh, trong 1én. Ngudi dy dang bam
vao soi day. Soi day thong xudéng dung
dua.

— Dang ra. Tao da trung mdt may bay
gio !

Tén Mach 16m com diing day, dua
lung vao hong chiéc tau:

— Thua 6ng... A Lau!
A Lau noi:

— Thua véi bdm lam gi cho mét. Dém
nay dung ra tao dugc quyén udng rugu
roi ngt cho thang gidc. Tai vi may li lgm,
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ngu dai nén chua tau sai tao xudng day
rudc may lén!

— T6i nghiép toi

— May muén 6 dudi nay luén ha ?
Ngu vtlia vlia chu.

Tén Mdch noi khé:

— Thua 6ng... 6ng ctiu gium toi.

— Lén le le, may oi! G dudi nay qua
lau, chac tao ngop thd ma chét. Chua tau
1a ngudi va nghi ngé. Néu may khong
chiu lén thi tao giét may, dem xac may

lén cho chua tau thay lam tin. Kéo ong
ndi rang may da... viugt nguc.

— Lam sao 1én?
A Lau noi:

— Deo v0 sgi day nay! Lén trudc, tao
1én sau.
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Tu déay tau lén dén mdt san, that 1a
cao, that 1a sau. Tén Mach lac dau :

— Chac t6i chét qua. Toi deo sgi gidy
khong noi. Stc tdi yéu qua, ti sang téi
gid chua an mdt hot com.

— Khong deo vo sgi day ha ¢

A Liu gia v nhu rut ngon doan dao
dé dam tén Mach. Tén Mach noi:

— Da, t6i deo sgi day.

— Deo cho chac. Hé thay soi gidy
rung rinh la trén kia tyi n6 rat may lén.
Ran nghe khong? Tui n6 chua ddm giét
may dau, dung sg.

— Da, t0i sg sut tay.

Chua chi, tén Mach kéu la bai hai,
khong thanh tiéng ro rét. Chan han tu tu
rdi day tau, thin han lo lting. Han ngang
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dau 1én. Trén kia, anh sdng chdi l6a. Hai
tay han dau diéng Vi s¢ té nén han bat
chap tat ca, bam that chdt vao sgi giay
ludc. Long ban tay han néng ran. Khi
gan dén san tau, han nin thd dé khoi sut
tay. Than han nang gap ba, gap bon.

Via téi san tau, hian té nhuai, nam
dai. Hai tén hai tdc budc lai gan han ndi
liu lo. Lat sau, A Lau da 1én dén san.

— Méch ! Phai may tén Mach khong?
Dling lam bay ché. Chua tau chd may.
bing day.

Tén Mach gugng gao dung thang.
Hai tén hai tic diu tay han. Chua tau
Long Phi ngdi chém ché trén chiéc ghé,
hai bén cé chling ba bon chuc tén hai tac
dting hau, cam dudc.

A LAiu thuc hoi:
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— Quy xuong lay chua tau di.

Tén Mach vang lénh quy xudng.
Nhung khi gugng diing thang ngudi lan
thu nhi, han té quy. A Lau ndi:

— May té qua! DS hi rugu cta chua
tau roi.

Chua tau Long Phi van lanh ling néi
chuyén thi thao v6i A Lau roi han khoat
tay. Tt dudi khoang ham, bon c6 gai map
map chui lén, khiéng chaa tau xudng.

Tam van day khoang ham da khép
lai.

Tén Maéch con ngo ngac nhu nam
mo. Thai do hién lanh cta chia tau khién
han miing r6. Chua tau Long Phi sdng
v6i bon ¢6 gdi. Diéu ay ching t6 Ong ta
yéu doi va cé nhiing hanh dong ngoai 1¢
— hodc ac ddc, hodc khoan hong - ma
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cac tuéng cudp khac khong bao gio co.
— May lai day! Dung day ché. BDém

nay, chi con tao véi may.

Vi yé€u stic va nhin an su6t budi, tén
Mich buédc lao dao. A Lau to ra thong
cam.

— Ngo6i xuong cai gh€ nay. Udng rugu
vdi tao.

Tén Mach ngdi xudng, nam vao

thanh ghé:
—T6i do6i qua, khong dam udng rugu.

— Chua tau ra linh cho may nhin
an nhung uéng rigu. Ong muén hanh
phat...

D¢ dau chua tau lai dung tht doan
tinh vi dén thé. Tén Mach nai ni:
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— Ong thuong thi cho t6i uéng nudc
lanh.

A Lau gat dau:

— Tao nghi tinh dong ban, khong bat
budc may udng rugu nhung cting khong
cho may uéng nudc lanh.

Tén Mach bat dau that vong, suy luan
rang s6m mudn gi han ciing bi giét. Vai
tiéng vac an suong kéu oang oac. Han
trong lén bo sdong. Rang cay ban chip
chéa hang ngan, hang van anh dom dom.
Gio thoi mat lanh, may bui diia nuéc tré
minh, tau 1 uén éo nhu nhiing cay lugc
khong 16 chai trong khong trung, Cach
xa bai song chiing déi muoi cong dat la
dén hai can choi cua Luc Cu va Tu Ba.
Ho dang tranh gianh nhau vé cai kho
tang mo ho gitia chén rting xanh. Chua
ai biét kho tang ay co that hay chiang? Va
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néu cd thi no6 chia dung nhiing mon qui
bau gi ? Y nghi tu ti bong len vao 6c tén
Mach. Han muon nhay xuéng song. Néu
may man thi han song, bing khong thi
han chét nhu han da toan tinh.

A Lau ndéi:

— Chua tau la ngudi hung ac véi ké
c6 quyén thé, v6i cac dang cudp bién
khac. Nhung gap ké dudi tay, dang sa co
that thé thi chua tau t6 ra hién lanh. Phai
vay khong ? O May chua tin 16i tao ha ?

— To6i khong hiéu toéi pham tdi gi?

— Chua tau muon héi may dau duoi
su viéc. Tai sao may chay tron, hoi sang
sém? Néu may ra trinh dién thi dau dén
d6i bi nh6t dudi ham tau. Ong khong
biét tiéng An Nam, nén ra linh cho tao
héi may. Lat ntia 6ng hoéi tao. May phai
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néi sy thiat d€ tao tim cach cliu mang
may.

— Trdi oi! Toi biét gi ma ndi? Lat nta
1a chiing nao.

— May liéu hon. Chua tau Long Phi
lay dém lam ngay. Sau khi n6 dua véi my
nd, néu do gidc nga khong dugc thi 6ng
thuc day lap tuc.

— Ong ct hoi. Toéi tra 16i...
A Lau noi nhanh:

— Trén riing nay c¢6 nhiéu chim kho-
ng?

Tén Mach hoi ngac nhién:
— Thiéu gi chim.

— Chting nao cé 16ng chim. Long
chim ban bao nhiéu quan tién mét bo.
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Tén Mach lac dau:

— Ai ban l16ng chim? Xua nay ai ban
16ng chim!

— Mot bé 16ng gom c6 long canh,
16ng dudi... tron bo. Chua tau 6 Ha Chau,
¢ Hai Nam nghe danh l6ng chim riing U
Minh nén dem tau dén day.

Tén Mach dap:

- To61 ¢ X1t xa mdi tdi.

— Téi d€ 1am gi? No6i mau. May noi
déc hoai.

Tén Mach tha dai:

— Néu chua tau mu6n mua long chim
thi nén di ché khac. G day khong c6 long

chim.

— Tao dau phai la con nit.
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Noi xong, A Lau dua tay ra phia sau,
ha tay xuong s& vao mot sgi day giut
manh ba bon lugt. Nap ham vut mé. Mot
c6 gai chay dén. A Lau tra 16i vé6i co gai
roi day qua tén Mdch:

— May rang chon! Tao thuong may
ma may khong thuong tao.

Tu khoang ham, chua tau Long Phi
buéc 1én. Ong ta & tran, khoe cdi bung
to. Lan dau tién tén Mach thay ro rang
sac mdt dng ta: mat xéch ngugc, dau that
bim va dudi cam bén mép, dudi tai c6 du
nam chom rau. Ong ta chi 1én ngon cot
budm.

A Lau ndéi:

— Néu may cai, chua tau bugc chan
r6i cho ngudi rut may lén treo toong teng
trén ngon cot buom. May nghe chua?
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Budc chan, dau may thong xudng dat.
Chtling d6, may nai ni muén md trdi thi
vO ich. May khoéc 16c & trén cao, ai nghe
cho dugc.

Tén Mach quy lay chua tau. Chua tau
phun nuéc bot xuéng san tau réi quay
lung xuéng ham. Bay gio tén Mach trinh
bay tat ca su that vé chuyén sin vang, vé
su thu han gitta Tu Ba va Luc cu.

A Liu hoi:
— Tai sao chua ai tim dugc kho vang?
Tén Mach thu that:

— Vi ca hai bén déu la ké méi t6i U
Minh.

— Ai hiéu vung U Minh? Ai 1a nguoi
t6i day trudc? Luc cu v6i Tu B4, ai la
ngudi khon ngoan? Cu ndi that, tao noi
vGi chua tau tha cho.
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Tén Mach noi:

— Luc cu hiéu ranh may con duodng
trap.

— Hién gi¢ Luc cu 6 dau?

~ O tai choi.

A Liau dén ngay cta khoang ham,

noi thi thao véi chaa tau Long Phi. Ga
rung gay ro.

Bon hai tdc dugc bdo dong hai hoi
tu va. Chling nam muoi diia nhay xudng
chiéc tam ban. Chua tau Long Phi diing
chong nanh dé theo do6i. A Lau ndi véi
tén Mdch:

— Xu6ng tam ban vdi tao.
Tén Mach rung rdi tay chan.

- Di dau?
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- Kiém Luc cu... d€ kiém kho vang.
May xu6ng tam ban dan duong cho tui
no.

Vién chua tau quat to nhu gian di.
Nho A Lau phién dich, tén Mach méi
hiéu:

— Hé bén nay chét mot nguoi thi may
bi xéo tll miéng thit, treo xdc trén ngon
cot buom. May doi bung ha? Pem banh
bao theo ma an; duéi tau thi€u gi banh
bao. Troi con day suong mu, mau 1én.

Nam chiéc tam ban tti tli ré nudc cap
vao bai. Chiéc tam ban phia sau chiéc
thd sdu - chd A Lau va tén Mdach Via
dén bai, A L4u thuc giuc:

— May la ngudi chi huy. Hé bat song
dugc Luc cu thi may lap cong 16n. Néu
khong bat dugc Luc cy, may du hiéu.
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Bon hai tdc ng6i chdm hém, sap hang
hai bén goc ban. Trong khi tén Mach an
banh bao, A Liu néi:

- May thdy chua? Diing khinh
thuong bon hai tic Tau O. Tao theo tui
né hon tam thang roi. Hé ra tay an thua
bat cu ai la tui né hang hdi, phuc tung
mang lénh ngudi chi huy.

Tén Mdach hoang sg v6 cung. TU mé
song lén dén hai cdn choi, con dudng tuy
gan ma hoa ra xa. Han tin chac rang Luc
cy, Tu Bé chang bao gid dam khéng cu
v6i dam hai tdc khd dong ddo. Bon hai
tdc dén choi rdi tré vé€ tau binh yén vo
su. Nhung muc dich ctia chaa tau 1a bat
song hodc mdi Luc cu. Trong choc lat,
tén Mach thay cai xac ctia han treo toong
teng trén ngon cdt buom. Han dui mat
vO tran dé€ xua dudi cai am anh den toi

ay.
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Mubi bay dén, bu vao dau, vao chan
bon hai tac: Bon ching d4p mudi chan
chat nhu tdc gidn. A Lau noi:

— Chd doi gi nlia? Mat trdi chua moc,
may nén lgi dung co hoi. Chac thang
“Luc cy” con ngt say. D€ lat ntia n6 thic
day, khé lam an lam. i vé huéng nao?

Tén Mach dap:

— Tl hoi nho téi tling tudi nay, toi
chua tiing chi huy lan nao!

- Duing gion. Hay la tao dem may
xuong tam ban, cho may gdp mat chua
tau Long Phi d€ 6ng treo xac may 1én cot
budm!

— Lam sao t6i chi huy dugc?

— Ne! Cam lay cai coi!
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D6 la thi coi nhd, lam bang tric
ngan nhu mot ngdn tay.

— May gid nhu ngudi don cui, di
trudc mot minh, thinh thoang may théi
tiing tiéng mot, rdi rac nhu vay la du roi.

Tén Mach van thic mac:

— Rui gap cop, gdp... ngudi la thilam
sao?

— Cti théi ba tiéng ngén. Ua! C6 cop
ntia sao?

Tén Mdch ndy ra mot sang kién than
tinh. R6 rang la bon hai tic nay sg cop.
Chung ndi chuyén «xi x6 xi xao» khi nghe
A Lau lam d4u hiéu riéng. Vai dda rut
ma tdu cam san trong tay. Tén Mach nghi
dén cach tau thoat khi co hoi thuan tién
dua dén. Troi chua sang han, tii bai song
dén cédn choi, khong cé duong mon. Han
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dua cdi coi lén miéng, théi moét tiéng nhe

Bon hai tdc ding day. Khi tén Mach
budc nam sau budc han quay lai. Bon hai
tac tién t6i, sap hang hai trong that budn
cudi. Chung di ngang nhu con cua, day
mdt qua hai bén duong. A Lau di gin sau
chot. Anh ta noi:

— Ne! Coi chting cop danh hoi...
Tén Mach mung tham :

— Dting sg

Roi han théi coi, tling tiéng nho.

bén goc cay diia, han thady mat dat
trd nén cao rao; chi con chiing tram budc
la dén can choi cua Luc Cu. Dot nhién,
han khoat tay, lam dau hiéu cho bon hai
tdc ngdi xudng, im lang.

A Lau tién dén gin, hoi khé:
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- Caigi? Copha?
Tén Mach dap:
— Coi chiing. Toi nghe tiéng gila lam.

R0 rang bon hai tdc qua sg loai cop.
Thé méi hay: lam khi nguoi ta day dan
suong nang, ngao du khap nam ho bén
bién nhung van dot nat. Ké song ngoai
bién thudng té ra can dam trudc song
gio, trudc loai cd map. Cop 6 rling xanh
1a huyén thoai doi véi ho.

Tén Mach néi v6i A Lau:
— D€ t6i treo 1én ngon ciy xem thi.

Han lén ngon cay glia. Phia hai can
choi, canh vat van mo ho. . Trong lan
suong trang day dac, hai can choi hién
ra.

Choi cua Luc cu téi om trong khi
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choi ctia Tu Ba cé dén hai anh lua vang
vot 1én chap choda, nhu d6i mat mu loa.

Tén Mach cang thém hoang mang.
Luc cu di vang roi. Néu c6 & nha, chac
Luc cu da dot lua trudce sin d€ un mudi
va ngan nglia thu di dén bén mang.

Néu dan bon hai tac téi d6. Chung sé
ndi gian vi khong dat dugc muc dich la
bat song ké am hiéu bi mat ctia kho tang.
Choi ctia Tu Ba con ltia sdng chap chon.
biéu ay chung té trong choi c6 nhiéu
ngudi. Tu B4 ra ren be ban dén chang?
Néu Tu Ba lam liéu, tan cong bon hai tac
dé tu vé thi 1é di nhién tén Mach bi budc
toi dong loa.

Bon hai tdc xem mang chung la qui
hon tat cd, 1am sao chung phan biét ai la
Luc Cuy, ai la Tu Ba.
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“Luc cu khong cé & choi. Nhu thé
c6 nghia la Luc cu da tron. Tai sao minh
khong tron 1én riing, s6m mudn gi ciing
gdp Luc cu”.

Dot nhién tén Mach goi A Liu:

— Coi chiing, ban dém, cop ngu say.
A Lau noi:

— Nhu vay la bay gig... cop thtc.
Tén Mach cudi tham. Han noi khé:

— Cop thtic thi cop tinh tao lam. Cop
di vé€ phia mé song dé€ uong nudc.

— Lam sao bay gio?

— Nén cho tat cd moi ngudi... dé
phong.

— D€ phong cach nao? Xua nay chua
ai dam dung ma tau dé chém cop. Néu
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rut lui thi chua tau chém ca bon.

San cau noi ay, tén Mach gia vo can
dam:

— Nén chun bi... tién tdéi. Tat ca nén
leo 1én ngon cay, nin thé. Cop khong biét
tréo 1én. Va ai ndy nin thd nén cop ching
tai nao danh hoi duoc.

Bon hai tic ban tan thi thao roi tuan
linh A L&u. Miy gbc tram rung chuyén.
Vai tén hai tdc kéu ru vi nhanh tram gay
do.

Tén Mach thtia luc 10n x0n, tu tU tudt
xudng dat roi bo sat minh trong cé. Han
khong chay vé phia hai cdn choi. Lat sau,
khi da xa chting vai chuc buéc, han tim
cuc dat kha to, liéng manh vé phia bon
hai tac roi nhai tiéng cop rong:

— Caum! Ca um!
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Bon hai tac sting sot, dia ngdi xudng
nup bén goc cay, dua thi tréo 1én ngon
cay. A Lau vung vé€ hon, kéu la 6m t6i roi
tim gdc tram gan nhit, c6 gang leo 1én.

Rui thay, trén ngon tram da c6 hai
tén hai tic map béo ngdi san. Ching sg
than tram bj gay nén xua A Lau.

Tiéng “cop” rong vang lén lan thu
nhi, lan thid ba. A Liu nhay thot, niu vai
nhanh cay thap nhut, goc tram gay ngang
khién A Lau té nam sip, nghen thé. Phia
mé song Cai, tiéng tl va trdi 1én. Bon hai
tdc ngdi im tai chd, nhu chd hiéu linh
cua chua tau.

Mit tr6i chua moc nhung chan troi
da dam may ngang. Bon hai tdc thay rd
rang trén chot ngon cft budm cua. tau
Long Phi c6 14 ¢ mau den. Ld c& nay
dugc kéo lén chot cdt budm roi ha xudng,



Vach mét chan troi | 291

roi kéo lén dén ba luot.

Lat sau, tau Long Phi di chuyén tu
tu, quay mii vé phia vam song Cai Lén
nhu sap sta ra bién, vugt trung duong
dén xd khac

Linh tinh nhu bao trudc cho bon hai
tac biét diéu gi khong may sap xay ra.
Lan nay, chaa tau Long Phi da ndi gian
va ong ta dich thin diéu khién mot so
hai tdc dén ctiu vién.

Chiéc tau di chuyén, quay mai vé
phia bién chinh 1a k& nghi binh ma 6ng
ta thuong ap dung dé danh lac hudng
doéi phuong.

Bon hai tac goi A Liau. A Lau gang
guong lam mdi lén tiéng tra 16i:

— Toi day.
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Bon chung chui rua:
— Chua tau lén t6i roi kia!
A Lau néi véi dong bon:

— Nguy lam! Chac la chuda tau thay
r6 quan thu. Khong phai la cop dau? Tén
Mich trén thoat. Néu bat dugc bon nd at
phen nay chua tau nhoét téi dudi khoang
ham.

Tl ngon cay, vai tén hai tdc nghiéng
minh d€ quan sat vé phia mé sdong Cai.
Bon dén ctiu vién dung tam ban dé 1én
bai song. Dén bai, chuing chia ra lam hai
ba canh, tim cach bao vay hai can choi
nho bé.

Chua tau di 6 canh gitia trong khi
canh quan bén ta va bén hiu tién that
nhanh. Gong kém siét lai tu tu. A Lau
noi véi dong bon:
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— Lat nta, khi chda tau dén diéu tra,
tui bay ct néi rang tén Méch bi cop dn
thit, cong xac dem di noi khac. Bang
khong thi tao va tat cad chung may bi
trung tri.

Nhung nam trén b vat, rén hu hu.
Hai Tam dét thém dong ltGa thu nhi dé
su6i am can choi. Suong xudng mu mit,
ga riing gdy nghe ving vang. Tu B4 vut
tré minh, mé miéng nép chui ra:

— Hai Tam!
Hai Tam hoi:

— Céi gi vay? Dai ca ngh mo, nam
chiém bao ha? Sang rdi, coi chiing tui
cudp bién 1én day...

Tu Ba noi to:
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— Diling dot Itta. Cha may ra ngoai
coi chuing. Biét dau tén Mach da cung
khai bay ba.

Ba tiéng tu va troi lén khién Nhung
trd minh. Tuy bi vinh rét hoanh hanh,
n6 muodn chay tron:

— Anh Hai, chua Tu... cdi gi vay?

Trong khi Hai Tam treo lén ngon cay
dé quan sat, trong nay, Tu Ba s& vao tran
Nhung:

— Thim ct ndm yén. Dau binh rét
riing ma thtic s6ém qud khong nén...

Nhung néi:

— Em s¢ qua. Tudng rang theo anh
Hai Tam 1én gitia rting thi song yén on,
chdng ai qudy ray. Dé dau em mang binh
rét lai con... phai chay giic Tau O.
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Tu B4 thay long minh nhe lang lang.
Chu c6 géng giti thai d6 diing ddn. Anh
Itta chiéu map md guong mat trdi xoan
cia Nhung. Con s6t dang hoanh hanh
khién cho moi dé6 mong lén:

— Chua Tu! Em sg¢ qua!

— S¢ noi gi?

— Hoi nay hay la hoi dau hom gi do,
em quén roi. Em ndm chiém bao thiy c6
nguoi la mat bat tréi em...

Tu Ba néi dua dé an i ngudi dep:

~ Dua thim vé rach Ong Ray dé chiu
toi v4i xom lang vé t6i bé nha theo tinh
nhan.

Nhung lac dau:

— Em noi that d6. Ho bat troi em,
dua em t6i noi dé t6i om, giong hét nhu
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choén am phu.,.

— Thim chua chét, tai sao biét am
pha ?

— Cho dé t6i om, lanh ngat, hai bén
ctia ¢ bon ndm dua quy su dau trau mat
ngua, tay cam dinh ba, xa mau.

Tu Ba s& 1én tran Nhung:
— Con nong qua.
Nhung néi:

— Mat r6i. Gan hét cii nong, chac qua
cii lanh. D€ em ndi ti€p cai chuyén chiém
bao...

— Thoi di! Pau 6m ma ndéi chuyén
am pha buon lam. Binh rét la thd binh
thong thudng. Ngudi mang binh va
nguoi khong mang binh déu gidong nhau.
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— Sao vay?

— Vi ai ndy déu an udng ty nhién,
cudi gidn sudt ngay nhung guong mat
xanh xao hdc hac.

— Nhu vay la vai thang niia... chdu bi
gia trudc tudi.

Tu Ba noi khé:

— Chdu ding qua dai. Ngudi qud
dep nhu chdu, dau mang binh rét nhung
khong sao ca.

Tl ngoai san, Hai Tam goi to:
— Chu Tu!

Tu Ba ra san, hoi vé phia ngon cay
bang:

- Cdi gi?
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gi nhu cop rong.

— Chu may ndi gi, tao chua hiéu.
Hting sang, tui hai tac thoi ti va dé kiém
diém tling dtia. Con cop thi vo ly, tu hoi
1én day té6i gio, tao chua thay.

Hai Tam van gii y kién:
— Toi nghe may tiéng ca um, ca um!
Tu B4 hoi:

— May chiéc tau budém con déu tai
bai song Cai?

— Con dé. Suong mu nhiéu qua...

— Coi k¥ lai. Néu suong mu con che
phu, tai sao chi may thay dang may chiéc
tau?

— Tui no treo co trén chot cot buom.
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Kia! La c§ den treo lén, ua no rut cd
xuong... ma né kéo co 1én.

— Duing dua gién. Coi cho k.

Hai Tam ding thang ngudi roi 6 stic
tréo 1én nhanh cay & noi chot vot ngon.
Nhanh ay qua yéu 6t nhung Hai Tam tin
rang n6 khong gay. Than hinh Hai Tam
dong dua nhu con cé dinh lugi cau.

— Coi chting té nghe Hai Tam! Coi
cho ky. Tui Tau O 1a bon cuép lao luyén,
ché kha khinh thudng !

Giong Hai Tam vong xudng tling
chép:

— May qua... Tui n6 cho tau chay téi...
— Té6i dau?

~ V6 trong ngon soéng Cai... Ua! Tau
quay mii rdi... quay qua bén kia b song,
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chac tui né qua bén Kkia... tui né trg ra
ngoai bién roi.

— Dt 4c hon! Xudng cho mau. Coi
chiing nhanh cay gay do.

Thay Hai Tam vao choi, con Nhung
muing quynh:

- Em ha anh?
Hai Tam udn nguc ndi dua:

~ X ctia minh lam sao tui Tau O
dam xam chiém. Ho6i nay, anh treo 1én
ngon cay, nhe nhang nhu con chim...
phung hoang. Anh hoa phép, lay ngén
tay chi vé phia song Cai. Thé la nam sau
chiéc tau bi nudc cudn, gidong t6 noi lén
aAm am, tui hai tac chét vo so ké.

Tu Bavao choi. Bong dung chu diing
budc. D6i uyén uong ngoi ké bén nhau,
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xem chting ho vui huéng hanh phuc. Tu
Ba cam thay hoi tuc, hoi ghen. Tuy yéu
tham Nhung, Tu B4 van c6 nén thd tinh
cam bat chanh ay. Da lam “dai ca” thi Tu
Ba phai lam thé nao cho hai em kham
phuc vé mat duc do.

Nhung noi:

— Anh Hai... em ndi cho anh nghe.
Anh cti xudng, cui dau gan em...

Tu Ba ngé Nhung muon hon nguoi
yéu. Chua budc lui ra. Nhung trong choi,
do6i uyén uong van thi thao to nho.

Tu Ba nghi dén trudng hgp doi uyén
uong ru nhau tron di noi khac. Trudc
day, Hai Tam da sg¢ cuc nhoc, s¢g tranh
chdp véi Luc cu nén trén vé rach Ong
Ray. Gio day, trudc hiém hoa giic Tau O,
c6 1é Hai Tam mudn dan nguoi yéu dén
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goc ring khac. Nhung la gai dep, hién
lanh nhung con nhu nhugc, chua quen
v6i gian kho tam thuong ctia chén riing
xanh. Cha dén sat vach, nghe rd tiéng
Nhung:

— Anh a... anh muon c6 con khong?

Hai Tam la trai to nén chua hiéu ng-
hia béng ctia cau noi dy. Anh ta dap:

— Ai ma khong muon c6 con?
— Anh muon con trai hay con gai?

— Con trai thi banh hon. Néu ba bon
ndm ntia chung minh tim dugc kho tang
thi vui biét may. Chiing dd, néu em sanh
dugc dia con trai thi r6 rang né séng
trong dong vang...

Nhung im ldng hoi lau r6i s6 vao ban
tay Hai Tam:



Vach mét chan troi | 303

— Anh a! Em thay ky qua he!
Hai Tam van ngo ngac:

— C6 gi dau ma ky? Chung minh tuy
khong lam 1€ cudi hoi nhung da 1a vg
chong roi.

— Khong! Em néi chuyén khac...

— Hay la em mét vi binh rét?

— Em dau rét ma nhu muon ua mua...
Hai Tam vuot mai téc ngudi yéu:

- Do la sy thudng...

Tu Ba tuc gian. R6 rang Hai Tam la
cau trai an chua no lo chua téi. Anh ta
chua bi€t tam trang sinh ly cia ngudi
con gdi. Nhung mim cudi ndi nhanh:

— Em ua mua vi... chic la ¢6 thai.
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Hai Tam sting sot:
— Sao vay? That khong em?

- Em nghe mdy ba gia & rach Ong
Ray noi lai. Néu budén mua tliing chdp
la... ¢6 con trong bung!

— Pugc roi! Anh lo liéu.

Tu Ba day mdt ra phia rting xanh.
Cha muén tim mot chan troi bao la mat
mé hon. Vua roi, chu da ndi con ghen
v6i Hai Tam. Con nguoi song ban chat
thuong hay hon ghen. Kinh nghiém may
muoi nam luu lac giang ho da day chu
nhu thé.

Mt trdi 16 dang. Tu B4 mim cudi
khi thay chim rting bat dau roi t6 di kiém
moi.

Dot nhién chu ding chét tran. Trudc
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mat chu, hang nam by chuc bong ngudi,
mdc 4o quan den dang chay nhanh.
Chung no6 chay vé phia cdn choi nay. Chu
kéu to:

— Hai Tam! Tui Tau O téi!
Hai Tam cai lai:

— V6 ly qua. Hoi nay em thay tui n6
rut lui...

— D6 khoén nan! Tré réi! | My lam
an nhu vay do6. Chay cho mau...

— Con Nhung?
Tu Ba vao choi nam tay con Nhung:

— Em diing s¢. Rang chiu dung. Anh
luén ludn bao boc em. Em khong chét
dau, dling noi bay ba. Hé ndi bay ba la
chét.
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Bon Tau O ho reo vang day. Tu B4
truyén linh cho Hai Tam:

— Theo tao! Bé Nhung lai. Dting bin
rin. May bin rin tao giét may!

Hai Tam chay theo Tu B4 vao khu
riing choi. Bon cuép Tau O chia ra hai
canh nhd, bao vay tling can choi. Bon
duda lieu mang xdch ma tau rugt bén got
Hai Tam va Tu Ba.

Trong choi, ti€éng Nhung kéu that
thanh:

— Toi nghiép, may ong oi! Toi... dau
ma!

Hai Tam chac ludi:
— Nguy qua. D€ t6i 6 lai...

Tu Ba nam tay Hai Tam, kéo t&i roi
dam manh vao mang tang anh ta. Chu
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cong Hai Tam 1én vai, buéc lom khom.
Tu Ba xé miéng vai noi vat 4o Hai Tam,
nhét vao miéng dé anh ta diing kéu ru.

Tl phia hai cin choi, bon Tau O théi
lién ti€p ndm sdu ti€ng coi. Bon tén hai
tdc rugt theo khi nay dudng nhu da rut
lui, chung budc can 1én mé nhanh cay,
gay tiéng dong moi luc mot nho.

Sau khi lya noi kin ddo, Tu Ba ngoi
xuong, dit Hai Tam nam dai trén mé 1a
kho. Anh ta néc 1én, lac dau r6i ha miéng
budng ra vai tiéng rdi rac:

~ Ai giét... toi... giét t6i luén di... Tu
Ba,.. ac doc...

Tu B4 bum miéng Hai Tam. Bon Tau
O lan lugt kéo vé phia mé séng Céi, ca
hat ém toi. Chac 1a ching né da bat séng
con Nhung. Tu Ba nghién riang, cau may
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khi nghe tiéng bon Tau O cudi the thé.
Hai Tam chgt mé mat:
— Chu Tu... Sao chu danh t6i?

Liéu chling quan thu da di xa, Tu B4
noéi dua:

— Tao danh cho chd may ngat xiu dé
chu may cam mom...

— To6i nghi¢p con Nhung... N6 dau
r6i? Cha Tu do toi day dé toi ki€m nd.
Tui Tau O bét né r6i ha? Toi khong bao
boc né dugc...

Tu Ba néi gat:
— May la d6 hen! May tinh lai chua ?
— Tai sao hen?

— Viluc lam nguy ma chi nhé t6i dan
ba con gdi. Con Nhung khong chét dau.
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N6 bi bat nhung chua at né bi cudng
hi€p. Néu tao khong danh may lac nay
thi ca bon déu bi bat. Bay gi¢ minh ra
song Cai...

Hai Tam guong gao ding day, nhin
tran tran vé phia cdn choi. Hai lan khoi
bdc 1én, vuon khoi ngon cay. Tu Ba treo
1én nhanh cay cao gan do roi tudt xuong:

— N6 dé6t choi minh véi choi Luc cu.

Hai Tam khoc rong 1én:

— Toi lam gi dé€ ctiu Nhung bay gio.
N6 dang dau y€u, né mang thai... véi toi.
Dé t6i vé choi xem tht...

- D6 hen!

Viia noi, Tu Ba viia kéo Hai Tam.

Hai Tam tri niu lai. Phia song Cdi, tiéng
tt va tr6i lén. Hai Tam x4u ho vo cung:
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R& rang 1a bon tau O con tai bai song
ché khong ra ngoai bién. Chung gia vo
cho tau quay mii, di chuyén téi lui dé
lam cho Hai Tam hiéu lam.

Cuc chang da, Hai Tam danh budc
theo Tu Ba. Ra khoi vom cay, Hai Tam
ngoanh mat vé phia can choi, Khoi da ha
xuong, lan téa mao ho.

Tu Ba nén gian khong dugc :

— Muén vé can choi d€ thim dong
tro tan ha ? May hén qua !

— Tr6i 0i ! Chu Tu dling nghi ngd toi.
To6i ddm chét vi con Nhung.

— U! Néu tyi n6 giét Nhung r6i thiéu
xdc nd trong can choi... May béi dong
than, lugm tling léng xuong cta né dé
khéc nhin dn hai ba ngay lién ti€p. May
dam tu tu...
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Hai Tam trting mat:

— Véy ché chua Tu biéu téi lam gi? Toi
ra ngoai mé song Cai cho chu xem. Néu
tui né hanh ha con Nhung trén tau thi...

Noi dén do, Hai Tam nghen hong.

— Thi sao? - Tu B4 héi. — Thi may
chti raa ha? Vo ich. Lam vay chi hai cho
con Nhung, tui Tau O bit s6ng roi giét
may. Tao khuyén may binh tinh, nghe
161 tao, ra mé song Cai véi tao. Téi do
may ngodi im quan sat. BGi con dai ma.
Tui Tau O, chdng dau tau & day hoai dé
chiu chét doi, chét khat, chét vi binh rét
rung. Tui né v6 song nay dau phai tim
con Nhung.

Réng cay ban hién ra truéc mat. Gio6

thoi hiu hiu. Nang da 1én cao, phan chiéu
vao 16p son den bén hong tau. Sau khi
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tim vi tri thuan lgi, Tu B4 ngoi suy nghi.
Dudng nhu bon hadi tdc cho tau cdp sat
vao mé bai, thiia lic nuéc 16n. . May canh
budm cudn tron, treo nghiéng nghiéng.
Bon hai tdc ngdi qua dong dao, chia nhau
tiing ngum rugu, thu rugu dung trong
bau bang dat.

bot nhién, ching quing bau rugu
xuong song mot lugt. Tén chua tau tu
khoang ham chui 1én, guong mat gidn
di. Hai Tam hdi:

— Con Nhung dau? Hay la tui no
nhot con Nhung duéi khoang ham?

— May ct lo cho con Nhung ! Kia !

Tu khoang ham, hai c6 gdi dn mac
theo kiéu Trung Hoa budc lén, bung
mam day rugu thit. Chua tau nang bau
rugu, uong nta chiing ré6i quiang bau
rugu xuong song. Tu Ba noéi khé:
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— Tai sao tui minh khong bo téi nup
vao bui 6 r6 d€ nghe ky...

Tén chua tau quat to:
- A Lau!

Hai Tam va Tu B4 nhin nhau. A Lau
la ngudi ma ho thay ding thap thoang
trude choi khi nay.

Tu Ba noi khé:

— Cho xem... Tui tau O nay c6 hanh
dong bi mat lam. Tui né duong nhu
da thong dong trudc véi Luc Cu va tén
Mach. Thing A Ldu nay 6m yéu, dang
diéu khong giong nhu bon hai tic tau O

Chua tau noi ém tdi, mia men tay
chan trong khi bon hai tic ngoi xép bang
tron trén san tau. Nguoi tén la A Lau qui
xuong lay.
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Hai Tam noi:

— Cha Tu ! Thang d6 lay theo kiéu gi
la qua.

— Chu Tu! Thang dé lay theo kiéu gi
la qua.

- Cégilala.

— N6 dap dau xuong san tau roi kho-
ng ngdc dau lén.

- D¢ 1a kiéu “cui dau pha phuc” ctia
nguoi Tau. Chac thang A Liu dang én
nan, cau khan chua tau tha toi.

~ Toi gi?

— Lam sao biét dugc? Tui tau O kéo
nhau 1én bg, bao vay hai can choi, theo
su huéng dan ctia tén Mach dé€ bat song
tui minh. Bon minh trén thoat dugc. Boi
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vay chua tau ndi gidn vi A L4u chang lam
tron phan sy ..

Bon hdi tic vut dung day nghiém
chinh. Chua tau phun nudéc bot vao dau
A Lau. Lat sau A L4u dung day rdi té xiu.
Han gang gugng bo la bo 1é&t mac dau
khong bi ai danh dam ca.

Tén chua tau vuon canh tay chi 1én
ngon cot buém.

Trén 4y, chang cé gi ca, ngoai tru
mot con qua kha to, tii dau bay dén, dau
lai nghi canh.

Pot nhién A Lau ddm nguc, kéu ra.
Hai tén hai tac budc tdi, tréi tay han vao
soi day kha dai tii ngon cdt budm thong

xuong.

— Tui n6 trting phat A Lau do!
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Hai Tam van chua hiéu :
— Sao vay ¢

— Chu may hoi ldm cdm hoai. Bon
Tau O 12 1& di man, xem con ngudi nhu
mon do choi.

Soi déy tu ti rut lén. Than xac A Lau
quay tron nhu mét khtc go, A Lau quo
chan kéu la r6i im ldng. May thay, bon
hai tdc trdi tay A L4u phia trudc nguc
nén han dé phan dau dén.

Con qua bay lén khong trung khi xac
A Lau dugc rut 1én t6i chot cot buom.

Khoang ham lai hé mé. Hai dua ni
ty xudt hién, ddy con Nhung lén san tau.
Hai Tam tr6 mat, ha miéng :

— Con Nhung! Chac tui né giét con
Nhung. Chu Tu ! Lam sao ctu no.
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— Cha may diing noéi chuyén qua to,
diing khéc 16¢ nhu ké khi€p nhugc. Néu
thuong con Nhung thi bon minh nén
tim hiéu thAm y bon tau O d€ r6i tim
cach gidi thodat cho né. Bat qua la chung
n6 hanh ha, lam cho con Nhung mang
binh ché... khong chét.

Nhung day mat vao rang ban & bai
song, doi mat thiéu nao, 16 d&. N6 dau de
Hai Tam, Tu B4 dang rinh rap, cach xa
chiing mudi budc ma thoi. Bon hai tdc
van im lang trong khi hai dtia nii ty ctia
chua tau bat dau tréi tay Nhung.

Khong can suy nghi dong dai, Tu B4
cling biét chac.

— Tui né mudn treo con Nhung 1én
ngon cOt buéom dé€ canh cdo bon ngodi
trén bo. Chéc 1a tui tau O dang nghi ngo
diéu gi ? Viéc nay cd lién quan dén kho
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tang cua vua chua thoi xua tai ring U
Minh...

— Tyi n6 mudn treo con Nhung lén
ngon cot buom dé canh cao bon ngodi
trén ba.

Con Nhung bong la 1én, that to:

— Tui nd giét t6i! Cuu to6i véi! May
nguoi ¢ trong hai can choi nén xudng
day, gap mdt chua tau...

Moi tiéng kéu la 1a mot miaii kim bén
nhon dam vao tim phdi Hai Tam va Tu
Ba. Nhtt la Hai Tam. Anh ta cui dau,
nghién rang:

— Lam sao bay gio!
Tu Ba nai:

— D6 1a muu ké dd6c ac cta bon Tau
O dé bat séng bon minh.
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Nhung thét 1én lan thud nhi:

— Cé ai trén bo khong? Néu 1én tiéng
thi tui nd tha t6i cho t6i. Bang khong thi
toi chét... Ai 6 trong choi?

Tu Ba noi véi Hai Tam:

— May lam. Bon minh sé thang bon
Tau O.

— Tai sao thang? Chu Tu ¢i! Néu lam
cach nao ctiu dugc con Nhung thi em
doéi on chu suot doi. Chu biét ro: Em la
dua bat tai.

— Nhung xting dang lam. No sap bi
treo rut lén c6t budm ma nd van binh
tinh khong goi dich danh bon minh. Bay
gio minh lam nhu vay. D€ tdi tuy co ting
bién.

— Chu nén liéu dinh cho that gap.
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Con Nhung dau rét riing, dang co thai.
Manh khoé nhu thang A Liu ma con
chét xiu huéng gi con Nhung la gai.

— Dé tao ra trinh dién véi bon tau
O. Chtt may rang Ién rting tim bon Luc
Cu v6i tén Mach. Xua kia Luc Cu véi tén
Mach: thuong yéu may lam.

— Luc Cu g dau ?

— Chay lén rting, may chiu kho vo
ring sau ma kiém tht. Pling hen nhat,
may phai bao dan vd rliing mot minh.
Néu gdp bon Luc cu may lién két véi ho,
gid nhu ca bon dang tim kho tang bi mat.
Doc dudng may nhé lam dau la bé gay
nhanh cay, dot lta... May lén riing di. Dé
tao ciu con Nhung.

Hai Tam ndi, giong méu mao:

— Cha Tu, lam cach nao em theo chu
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xuong tau dé gap mat con Nhung.

— D6 khiép nhugc, tao khong cho
may xuong tau.

— Sao vay?

— Tui no6 sé diéu tra, tra tan, rat lén
chot cot budm. May chiu n6i khong?
Nhé kiém Luc cu nuong nau véi ong ta.
Nhé [am diu & doc dudng. Tao dan tui
ci6p Tau O Ién riing d€ bit séng tui may.
May hiéu chua?

Bdy gi6 Hai Tam mdéi bat dau yén
tam. Anh ta thay tuong lai chua dén noi
u 4m. Tu B4 sé dan bon Tau O lén riing,
di sdu lan lan vao noi dia riing U Minh.
Tu Ba va con Nhung gip hoan canh
thuén tién dé trén ludn.

— Nhé ctu con Nhung, nghe khong
chu Tu. Nho chu rta thu dum em.
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— Tao ctiu con Nhung roi tao dot
ludn may chiéc tau cta tui no.

— Chac tui no lén rting khong?

— Con hoi! Tao bia rang trén rling
con nhiéu diéu bi mat, con vang bac la
tui no tin 16i. Muc dich ctia bon Tau O 1a
tim vang bac chau bau, chd con gi khac
hon.

TU trén tau, Nhung goi to:

~ Ba con oi! Ong chda tau biéu ba
con xudng choi, xuéng... mot nguoi cling
dugc.

Tu B v6 cung cam dong. Chu khong
ngd rang Nhung con nho ma to6 ra day
da khi phéch, biét giti bi mat.

— Tao di day. May & day. Nhé nghe
Hai Tam!
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Noi xong, Tu Ba chay ra bai song,
dua tay lén cao ma ngoat:

— Ong chua tau! Cé toi day neé! Ong
chua tau! Mau cho ngudi rudc toi...

A Lau tu ti m& mat, bay gio troi da
x€ chiéu. Anh ta s& nhe vao nguc, vao
cudm tay v6i niém han hoan:

— Minh con song, khong mang
thuong tich nao ding ké Chang hiéu
chua tau mé trdi, ha sgi day cho minh
xuong tau ti hoi nao?

Miéc du minh méay rém nhtc anh
ta diing ddy rat nhanh. D6i mat hoa 1én
khién anh ta chdéi véi chup vao cay cot
budm. Bén canh cdy cdt budém c6 bong
nguoi mdc 4o den dang quo tay.

— Lam gi ky vay? May ngudi mudn
gi?
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Gigong ndi c6 gai Viét Nam. A Lau
mdi suc nhé: trong chuyén bao vay hai
can choi hoi sang, bon hai tdc bat sdng
c6 gai nay. Bon hai tdc v tay, cudi dua.
A Lau voi xin 16i:

— Co dling gian. To6i khong muodn
lam nhuyc c6 dau? Dudi tau nay, chi cé
toi v6i co la ngudi “An Nam”. Co tén gi?

— Khong biét.

Tu phia mii tau, tén chaa tau quat
to:

- A Lau!

A Lau 1é 1ét tliing budc, tam tri roi
loan. Chua tau da tha t0i cho anh ta hay
1a muon do ngot dé€ dung thid hinh phat
khac, ac doc hon. Ban chéan anh ta vap
vao mot ngudi dang ndm dai trén san
tau. Anh ta cui dau xudng, gang gugng
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giti thing bang.

Chua tau Long Phi ngdi uéng rugu
céd my ni hau ha bén canh:

— Lai day A Lau! Ta tha tdi cho mi.
Mi biét tai sao ta treo mi lén c6t budm

khong?
A Lau choéng tay thua:

— B&i vi t6i cho tén Mach chay thoat.
To6i ngu dai, s¢ cop, nén mac muu nd!

— Chua dung!

— Bdi vi toi khong bat dugc bon dan
ong trong choi!

— Khong dung! Déng ly ra ta giét mi
tt hoi sang dé€ lam guong cho bon thuy
tht... Mi lam cho ta mat mot kho tang.

A Lédu van chua hiéu y dinh ctia chda
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tau. Anh ta suy luan: Chua tau la ké mé
gdi, kho tang c6 nghia la gdi dep.

— Thua... Dai vuong, chung t6i da bat
dugc co gai!

— C0 gai do... c6 thé 1a kho tang. Mi
phai diéu tra khéo 1éo. Viia ro6i c6 ngudi
chong cua co ta téi day chiu toi thay cho
vg. Ta danh thiang d6, n6 d& séng d& chét
trén san tau. Co gai dep thiét, nhung ta
mudn kho tang... thu thiét. Véi vang bac
chau bau ta mua hang ngan c6 gai nhu
vay. R6 rang la khu riing nay c6 kho tang
ctia ong “Bao Cong” d€ lai lac qua nudc
“An Nam” chin ban. Ta chang can dau
tai day d€ mua long chim két quat.

A L4u miuing quynh vi anh ta bat dau
dugc trong dung nhu trudc:

— Sau: Mi phai dodi cong chudc t6i!
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Nghe chua! Phai diéu tra that nhanh,
kéo tén Madch lén riing dao x6i kho tang
trudce ta. Thang chong cd gai cé thé la ké
quan trong, hi€u biét vé kho tang. Hoi
ndm ngodi ta vao song nay mot lan. Co
tén phap su hoi 16n tudi tim cach lién lac
vdi ta, nho ta cudp pha kho tang trong
ring nay. Dudng nhu c6 vai todn ngudi
An Nam vao rling tii may nam trudc
nhung chua ai gap kho tang ca.

A Liu ndi:
— Xin vang linh... dai vuong!

— Chiling nao mi diéu tra xong. Ta
muon lén rung, theo dau tén Mach.

- Pai vuong mudn chiling nao lén
rung?

— Mi khd dai qua. Xua nay, sach lugc
cua ta la lam viéc nhanh choéng. Day la
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noi xu la qué ngudi. Mi quén rang vua
chtia & xu nay c6 san binh hung tuéng
manh. Néu tré nai, ho chan vam song thi
lam céach nao chung ta ra bién? Chting
nao!

— Da, t6i c6 gang diéu tra dén siang
mai...

— Néu khong xong mi tinh sao?
— T6i xin chiu toi.

— Dugc roi.

A Lau gai dau son sot:

— Xin dai vuong cho tdi thtic an va
rugu. Toi doi bung, vo chong cd géi kia
chac dang chd dugc dn. Toi dung rugu
thit ma du do ho.

— Cl an uong véi ho. Ta cho phép mi
dung moi cach, bat budc ho cung khai
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noi cé kho tang. Nhé dling giét hodc lam
cho ho mang tat. B6i véi c6 gai, mi nén
dung 16i nha nhan. Lam khi nguoi con
gai vO tinh tiét 10 nhiing diéu ma bon

dan 6ng khong bao gio cung khai.

Noi xong, chua tau Long Phi quat to,
chi vao mat bon hai tac nhu dé giéi thiéu
A Lau. A Liu vO cung sung suéng khi
duogc chua tau vo nhe vao vai.

Khi chua tau xuong dudi khoang
ham khuét dang, A Liu dén gan Tu Ba
ds day:

— Tinh chua?

Tu Ba da tinh tdo tit lau nhung chu
gia vo dau 6m dé€ thiia co hoi ma quan
sat tinh hinh. Chu lac dau:

— Ong 12 ai? Ong néi tiéng An Nam
ranh qua vay? Tai sao ong bat vg to6i dem
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xudng tau?

Viia ndi Tu Ba vua li€c qua Nhung.
Nhung da hiéu: trong cudc diéu tra sap
t6i né va Tu Ba phai déng vai hai vg
chong. Tu Ba da liéu mang xuong tau
trinh dién dé€ ctiu mang s6ng cho nd. N6
da chung kién thai d¢ Tu Ba khi chu vua
ddt chan lén tau. Tén chua tau danh Tu
Ba dén ngat xiu dé dan mat. Tu Ba lao
dao, nga guc xuong, khong kéu van hodc
than khoc mot tiéng.

A Lau day lai:

— Co6 nay! Néu c6 hién lanh thi toi
tha tdi cho co. Toi la ngudi An Nam, toi
cé da quyén han! Vg chong c6 cti theo
to1!

Nhung nhin vé Tu Ba nhu dé do hoi
y kién. Guong mat Tu Ba van lanh lung,
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danh thép. Nhung hiéu Tu B4 mudn
khuyén c6 nén to thai do cting ran.

A Lau truyén cho vai tén hai tdc trai
chiéu phia sau lai tau, don rugu thit san
sang.

— Mo&i anh va chi an com!

Tu Ba lac dau:

— Tai sao mi bat vg ta? Mi vo 1€ qua.
Mi tu xung 1a ngudi An Nam ma khong
biét giti 1é phép dbi véi ngudi An Nam?
Vg ta con bi troi gan cay cot buom.

— Xin 16i, t6i quén.

Sau khi mé tréi cho con Nhung, A
L&u di vé€ phia lai tau. Thtia lic vang mat
A Lauy, Tu Ba hoi:

— Minh lam nhu vg chong...
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Con Nhung hoi:
— Con chong ctia em dau roi?

— Hai Tam lén rling theo bon Luc cu
va tén Mdach. Khong sao dau. Xua kia,
Hai Tam la ban ctia tén Mach...

— Tén Mach nao?

— Chuyén dai dong lam. Em ct noi
rang trén riing c6 kho tang nhung chang
ai bi€t r6 noi chon gidu, tru tén Mach.
Nhu vay 1a du r6i. Nhé xung ho cho
khéo 1éo, nhu vg chong. Cai thang nay
xem clng hién hau nhung qud khiép
nhugc. Lat nita em nhé phuc rugu cho
noé say. Song dudi tau lau ngay, né them
dan... ba.

Po6i mat Nhung ting hong, dep hon
bao gid hét. Tu Ba nghi dén phan minh.
Cht cling ao udc tinh yéu. Néu Hai Tam
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1a nguoi xa la thi chu da thua co hoi bat
song Nhung, nhdy xudng séng dé tdu
thodt, xay t6 uyén uong noi khac. Nhung
thé dién con ngudi “dai ca” khong cho
phép chu lam chuyén dé. Chu phai cu xt
theo dudng 16i quan tu dé cho vg chong
Nhung kinh phuc.

A Lau uong rugu, cui dau cho doi.
Thai d6 lanh nhat ctia d6i vg chong “tu
binh” khién anh ta suy nghi mién man.
Anh ta muén tron thoat khoi nanh vuot
ctia bon Tau O nhung chua gip co hoi.
Hoéi sang chua tau Long Phi da doéi xu
qua té bac véi anh ta, xem kho tang quan
trong hon sanh mang ngudi cong su.

A Lau ngudc mat 1én. Doi vg chong
“tu binh” di ké nhau, xem ém am qua.
Khi ho dén gan, A Lau dting day mai:

— Xin anh chi bét gian... Toéi chua
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biét anh chi la ai, tu dau dén, tén gi? Toi
1a ngudi An Nam phiéu bat da lau, theo
bon Tau O. Tén t6i 1a LAu.

Tu B4 gat gu, ngoi xuong chiéu:

— Téi la... Tu B4, vg tdi tén Nhung.
Vo chong t6i s6ng & ven riing. Chang
hiéu sao bon Tau O dén bao vy bit vo
chong t6i. Vg chong tdi nao co tdi tinh
gi?

A Lau ngd 16i xin 16i va thu that rang
anh ta chi la ké thuia hanh phan su:

— NO treo t6i lén cOt budm, anh chi
cling thay rd rang.

Tu B4 cudi nhat:
— D6 1a kho nhuc ké.

A Lau lic dau:
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— Chuatau Long Phila dua giét nguci
khong gém tay. Nam ngodi, lic tau chay
linh dinh ngoai bién, 6ng ta quang mot
thiéu nt xinh dep dé lam mdi cho ca
map, hudng gi phan toi.

— Dling hdm doa t6i chd!

Via néi, Tu Ba vlia rét rigu udng
thém. Nhung ng6i ldng ling an chén
com nguoi.

A L&u ndi khé:

— T6i mudn tim cach ciiu mang anh
chi, mong anh chi tin 16i toi.

Tu Ba cuoi gion:

— Chua tau bi€u chu may lam gi? Tai
sao bong dung chua tau déi xt qua tu té
v6i vg chong tao? May phai biét: tao la

dda luu lac giang ho, da tling bi bat nhu
vay nhiéu lan roi.
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Liéu bé dy d6 khong xong, A Liu ndi
that:

— Chua tau mudén anh diém chi noi
chon gidu kho tang.

Tu B4 gat dau:

— Dé lam. Néu chua tau... giao tdm
ban do ghi r6 kho tang cho toi. Toéi dan
dudng cho.

A Lau mtng tham vi da dugc phan
nta nhiém vu cua chaa tau giao pho.
Anh g6 xudng san tau ba tiéng. Hang
chuc tén hai tdc chay t6i huoi ma tau. A
L4u trdn an:

— Anh chi chiu khoé ngoi tai day,
duing tim cach tdu thoat. Tui nay t6i canh
chting vay thoi. Toi gdp mat chua tau.

Duong nhu A Lau da can dan bon hai
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tdc, khuyén bon chung nén doi xt nha
nhan. Nho do, Tu Ba va Nhung dugc tu
do tro chuyén.

Gio6 thdéi hay hay, nudc sap 16n. Vai
con bim bip kéu vang trén bai bun. Nay
gio Nhung cho co hoi d€ noi chuyén véi
Tu Ba. Co hoi dy da dén. Tu B4 1én tiéng
trudc:

— Nhung! Anh sé ctiu em, khong dé
em lot vao tay bon bat luong nay.

Nhung giat minh, nhin bon hai tic.
Tu B4 néi tiép:

— Diing s¢. Tui nd chang tai nao theo
doi cau chuyén ctia chung minh. Chi c6
thang A Lau la biét tiéng “An Nam”.

Nhung cui mdt, hoi e then. Tu Ba
xung la anh, goi Nhung bang em.
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Nhung hdi:
— Ctiu bang cach nao véy... chu?
Tu Ba cuoi gion:

— Cu xung anh em nhu vg chong.
Tuy 1a chang ai nghe... chung minh néi
chuyén, nhung em nén xung ho nhu vay
cho quen miéng kéo thing A Lau nghi
ngd. Thé nao chua tau cling bat budc
ching minh lén riing d€ tim kho tang.
Chting dé minh liéu bé tau thoat.

Nhung tr6 mat:

— Sao khong tiu thoat lic nay? Em
biét 16i gioi 1am. Khi nhady xudng song 1a
minh chim xu6ng ddy s6ng, tui n6 chang
tai nao bat dugc. Lat sau minh troi 1én
ldn xudng chling vai hoi 1a téi bén kia
song. Troi téi, trang md... dé trén [am.
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Tu B4 lac dau:

— Minh t6i day dau phai la dé... song
nhu loai cdy cé. Minh muén tim kho
vang cua vua Gia Long, cua 6ng Bao
Cong... trén riing. Em nghi sao?

Trong mdt thoang, Nhung thay hién
ra hinh anh m& nhat cia Hai Tam. N6
thd dai. Trudc day chling mot thang &
x6m Ong Ray xay ra chuyén bit ong
ran H6. Chuyén 6ng Ho linh thiéng, bat
nguoi dn thit dugc nhiéu ngudi don dai
kha lau roi khong cé gi 1a xdc thuc ca.
Chinh vi vay ma né gap Hai Tam, tron
theo Hai Tam dén riing U Minh, tim kho
vang.

Gid day, phdi chang kho vang la
chuyén bia dat tii ngan xua dé roi rot
cudc ching ai tim thdy? Hai Tam béo
dam rang thé nao anh ta cling gap va anh
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ta da gdp roi, chi can Nhung dén rtling 1a
dao kho tang, doi uyén uong song trong
nhung lya. Nhung lam bam:

— Hai Tam ciing la mot tay giang ho
nhu ldo thiy ran nhung tré tuéi hon.
Con Tu Ba? Dudng nhu Tu Bd yéu minh
roi do.

Tu Ba vuot toc Nhung:
— T6i nghiép... em qua.
Nhung lac dau:

— Em tdi nghiép than em, em chang
mong ai tdi nghiép gitm.

— Néi bay di! Em da c6 y nghi khong
tot doi véi anh.

— Em rau ri cho cudc doi.

— Doi ai?
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— DJdi cia moi nguoi...

— Co6 anh day! Coi chiing n6 nghi
ngd rang tui minh khong phai vg chong
thi hdng moi viéc.

Via ndi, Tu Ba viia ghi Nhung vao
nguc. Nhung toan phan doi vi bon hai
tac cudi am lén. Tu B4 néi khé:

— Anh khong ngu dai 1am chuyén 16
lang trudc mat bon bat luong nay cho
ching n6 khinh thuong. A Lau rinh rép
kia.

Nhung liéc vé phia muai tau. Nap
khoang ham gié lén. A Liu va tén chda
tau xudt hién. Nhung thdy rdé rang tén
chua tau dang vo vai A Lau.

A Lau dén sau lai tau, ngdi gan Tu
Ba:
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— Chua tau cho phép hai anh chi ngt
dém nay.

Nhung ngdi thang ngudi noi gay git:

— V6 duyén qua vay! Chét thi t6i chiu
cht song nhu vay nhuc nha qua.

Thay vi ndi gidn, A Lau to ra ngudi
lanh la thuong:

— Xin 16i! T6i dau ndi 16i gi xtic pham.
Nhung dap:

— Té6i chuyén ngt ctia con ngudi ma
cling chd chua tau cho phép.
A Liu noi:

— Khé lam. Co6 chua hiéu tanh tinh
ong chua tau nay. T6i muén ban chuyén
riéng v6i anh.
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— D€ chi ng lai tai tau. Ching minh
ban chuyén gip lam.

Tu Ba 1én giong:

— Em ngu di.

Nhung nam xuéng, hai chan co lai
vi tr6i qua lanh. Trong khi d6, A Lau ra

linh cho bon hai tdc ngo6i dang ra, canh
chiing.

— Ngay mai tui minh lén dudng.
Chua tau hta san soc ky luéng vg anh,
khong cho dua nao tréu gheo...

Nghe qua, Tu Ba sting s6t. Thé la ké
hoach bon tau da bi gay:

— Ua! La vay? Toi d€ vg toi & lai tau
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nay? Pau dugc. Chong dau vg do chu?
Né€u vay thi chua tau quén 16i cam két?
Hoi sang 0ng ta hia tha vg toi, néu tdi ra
mat...

— T6i dau c6 phai chua tau! Chua tau
la dua... ghé gém. N6 bat vg anh dé lam
con tin mai t6i khi tim dugc kho tang!

— Kho tang & dau? Néu c6 thi toi da
giau trd thanh chua tau roi?

A L4u ndi khai hai:

— Anh Tu néi chi ly. Néu la chua tau
thi toi thd anh chi tit hoi sang, anh Tu tin
toi khong? Trén tau nay to6i la ngudi An
Nam ddc nhat. N6 bat tdi tli may nam
nay, d€ lam con tin suét doi!

— Phai! Anh theo bon hai tac nay dé
lam théng ngén. Nhung thiéu gi dip dé
anh tron.
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Mon!
— Hong Mon la cdi gi?
A Lau néi khé:

— Dém khuya r6i. Néu muon tam su
v6i toi thi anh Tu ndi nhé moét chat. Day
ne!

A Lau x0e ban tay duéi anh trang
mo:

— Thay gi la khong?
Tu Ba so ban tay A Lau:

— Ngoén tay ut ctia anh bi dit mot
long...

- bé 1aloi the...

— Tai sao anh v6 dang Hong Mon?
Cai dang dé nghe la qua.
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Bay gio Tu Ba mdi hiéu so qua vé
dang Hong Mon. D6 la Thién Dia Hoéi
ma chad nghe nhiéu cu gia nhac dén.
Nguoi Tau khong ua su thong tri cta
nha Thanh, xem nha Thanh nhu bon
ngoai bang xam lugc. Dang Hong Mon -
tic Thién Dia Hoi - 1a hoi kin lap ra quy
tu nhing ngudi muon lat do triéu dinh
nha Thanh. Hong ttic la Hong V4. Chau
Hoéng Vo, ngudi sang lap nha Minh.
bang Hong Mon lap nhiéu chi nhanh 6
Ha Chau, L@ Tong Nam Duong va ngay
ca Viét Nam. Lan hoi, dudng nhu dang
Hong Mon bi phéan tan. Chua tau lanh
trach nhiém kiém tién bac, kiém nhiéu
chiing nao hay chiing ay cho moét chi
nhanh & Ha Chau.

Khi thay trén rting U Minh c6 nguoi
& va nghe ban dén kho tang, chua tau
thich chi, d6i phuong sach lam tién. Ong
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taralinh cho A Lau tim kho tang, v4i bat
cu gid nao.

Tu Ba mim cudi:

— Anh v6 dang Hong Mon dé lam
gi? Nudc minh chi c6 triéu dinh nha
Nguyén, dau dinh dang dén vua Can
Long, vua Khang Hy?

— DBang Hong Moén bat budc nguosi
khéac vo dang cho dong ddo. Nam do toi
phiéu lac qua Xiém, bi tui hai tic bat
song. N6 danh dap, bat budc toi vo dang.

— Tai sao anh khong tti cho6i hodc tim
cach trén tranh?

— Toi vo dé song. Néu vo dugc vai
ndm roi tron thi tui no truy na. Day la
dip may. Toi liéu mang vi chang Ié trong
rung lai cé6 dang Hong Mon theo déi toi.
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Trong phut gidy, Tu B4 nhé t6i hanh
dong kha nghi cua Luc cu.

Tu Ba hoi:

— Ngudi trong ddng Hong Mon dung
am hiéu gi?

Dé to long thanh that, A Lau cho
biét:

— Al tiét 10 thi bi xt ti. Nhung toi
ct ndi vi khong noéi ra sém muodn gi toi
cling bi giét.

Tu Ba tré6 mat:

— Ai giét?

— Bon ngudi cua dang Hong Moén
dang 14n lat trong riing hodc la... 6ng
anh day!

Dé theo doi Luc cu, Tu B4 nai ni
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khan khoan, thé bao vé A Lau téi cung:

— T6i thi... trudc sau gi cling chét. Toi
khong sg chét niia ddu. Anh ct noi.

— Thi du nhu khi bung chén tra cho
nguoi khdc udng thi trong dang bung véi
hai ngén tay, tro va cai, ngén gitia thi dé
lon dudi day chén. Hodc khi ngudi trong
dang viia giét ai, anh ta chay tron tai nha
dong dang. Mudn cho dong dang hiéu,
anh ta cat mdt nam téc quin vao canh
tay roi dua tay dui 1én con mat bén trai.

— T6i tin 16i anh. Chiing nao khéi
hanh 1én rting U Minh?

— Chua biét.
— Chua tau di theo khong?

— C6 1€ nd giao cho toi tron quyén chi
huy. N6 ndi rang trén riing c6 kho tang,
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mot ngudi trong dang Hong Mon lén do,
til may thang qua. Diéu chac chan la né
bat budc vo anh & lai tau d€ 1am con tin.

— Thoéi, minh ngu cho khoe.

*

Nhung thtc giac khi nghe tiéng tu
va thoéi ba lugt. N6 goi Tu Ba:

— Cha...
Tu B4 cuya minh:
— Kéu bang chu, nguy lam dé.

Nhung khong tra 16i. N¢ li€c vé phia
ctia khoang ham:

— A L4u v6i chua tau kia...
Tu Ba 6m Nhung vao nguc:

— Nhung! Em c6 gan da khong?
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— Sao... anh hdi vay?

— Cé gan thi méi song, cd gan thi
anh mdi ndi cho em nghe.

~ U! Em sén sang liéu chét. Chéng 1é
minh song vay hoai. Em dam ty tu...

— Bay ne! Tu ti dé cho ké thu song
hoai ha? Hom nay, anh dan tui hai tic
1én riing. Em & lai dé€ 1am con tin. Tuy
hoan canh, anh ctiu em. Anh hta lam
cach nao cho tui no tin anh. Anh trg vé
tau, dan em di trén.

A Lau chay dén:

— Tu Ba! bung day. Chua tau kéu
anh.

Tu Ba dén gan chua tau.

Chua tau néi, roi A Liu dich lai:
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— May dan toan quan lén riing... tim
cho bang dugc kho tang.

— Troi oi! Khé qua. Néu gap kho
khdn thi sao? Trén rting cé cop, cd xa
niéng, lai con nhting ké thu khac.

— Tao cho may dt quyén hanh véi A
Lau.

Tu Ba ngap ngung:

— Thua o6ng! To6i chua c6 ban do6. U
Minh qué rong, kiém kho tang trong
mot ngay mot budi e kho gap.

Vo tinh Tu Ba sa vao quy ké ctia chua
tau. Han ndi:

— B&i vdy, may dé vg may lai day. Vg
may bi€t noi chon giau kho tang khong?

Cau hoi bat ngd ay khién Tu B4 cang
thém kho xt. Bao rang Nhung biét chut
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it chi tiét vé kho tang thi né sé€ bj tra tan,
ndi rang khong thi chuda tau bat budc né
& dudi tau.

— Sao?
Tu B4 n6i nhanh, nuéc doi:

— Vg t6i hiéu chut it, qua l6i don dai
nhung n6 dang mang thai.

— Vay thi no 6 lai day, tao htia san s6c
ky luéng. May di cho mau.

Sau chiéc tam ban tU ti mé& day, dua
hang tram tén hai tdc lén bs. Nhung
ngoi sau lai tau, dua ngon tay lén mai téc
dé chai g&. Tu Ba vo cung dau x6t, sg e
Nhung khong dt can ddm trudc su uy
hi€p vé tinh than cta tén chua tau gian
manh. Chu noi:

— Xin chua tau cho t6i gép vo...
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- Pau dugc! May mudn nhan nha
diéu gi, ndi cho tao nghe, tao noi lai véi
no.

Tu Ba noi to:

— Nhung oi! Cu & lai ché anh!

Tén chia tau hdi A L4u, A L4u phién
dich lai:

— N6 tu gia vg, vay thoi.

A Liu va Tu Ba xudéng chiéc tam ban
sau chot. Chiéc tam ban tu tu roi chiéc
tau 16n. A Lau nam tay Tu Ba:

— Anh em minh s6ng chét cé nhau
nghe anh Tul!

Tu Ba hoi ngac nhién vi tdm long tot
cta A Lau. Chu day lai mim cu6i. Nhung
A Lau da kip thaoi can dén:
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— buing day lai. CG nhin thang v bo.

— A L4u ndi sao? Hay la chda tau
thtia lic nay ban 1én sau 6t t6i mot mii
tén tam thudc doc.

— Pau phai! Chuaa tau Long Phi dang
theo doi. NO ralinh cho bon hai tac kiém
soat anh em minh.

— Ua! Tai sao ndi trao quyén cho t6i?

- Do la mot chuyén. Vua rdi no
khoat tay lam dau hiéu riéng vé6i bon hai
tdc... Duing noi nta...

Sau chiéc tam ban di trudc da téi bai
ban. Bon hai tdc ho hét vang ran. Sau
nhiing ngay song tu ting dudi tau, bon
chung lay lam vui thich khi dit chan lén
dat, dau la dat bun, Tu B4 ban v6i A Lau:

— Minh cho tuyi nd tién sau vo ring.
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Tui n6 dem theo luong thuc du én chiing
bao nhiéu ngay?

— Hai ngay thoi.

— Toéi giao cho anh tron quyén, vi toi
khong biét tiéng Hai Nam.

A Lau truyén linh. La thay bon hai
tdc khong chiu vugt qua khdi rang ban.
Mot dua da treo 1én ngon ban trong khi
bon con lai da dan ra nhu hai canh quan,
cO0 y kém giti A Lau va Tu Ba.

A L3u hoi:

— Cdi gi? Tao ra linh cho may xuong
dat.

Tén hai tac dua tay che trén tran:
— Trén nén nha cdé nguoi ngoi.

Tu Ba givt minh. Luc cu va tén Mach
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da chay tron. Hai Tam da lén rling. Ké la
mat nao dén ngodi trén nén nha?

Tu Ba quat to:

— Dting néi lao!

Tén hai tac nodi liu lo, nhd A Lau
thong dich lai:

— Mgi 6ng 1én ngon cay!

ROi néi khé:

— Duing 1én ngon cay. Tui nay bat
luong lam. N6 don goc cay, anh té xudng

thi sao? Tot hon 1a anh em minh budc
t6i. Anh biét ai ng0i trén nén nha khong?

Tu Ba néng long muon tim hiéu sy
that. Trudc mat chu, rdng cay ban gidng
ngang, che khuat khu rung choéi giap

ranh vd&i hai can choi. Chu ndi:
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— Cu tién t6i! Chang 1& mdt bon
nguoi nhu vay ma s¢g mot ké lang thang
ngoi trén choi. Toi chua hiéu la ai.

*

Sau khi r6i khoi mé song, Hai Tam
budn buc v6 cung. Anh muén ty td cho
xong. Dong y rang Tu Ba la nguoi day
muu tri nhung c6 gi ddm béo rang Nhung
khong tré thanh tro choi xdc thit cua tén
chua tau. Toi nghiép cho Nhung. Vi qua
tin 16i ngudi yéu ma nd chiu dung nhiéu
noi tui nhuc. Lam sao anh ta di can dam
nhin mat Nhung, khi n6 dugc Tu Ba giai
ciu? Hai Tam thdy minh heén yéu bat lyc.

Pén trua hom ay, Hai Tam con ding
X6 16 trén nén choi. Cén choi chay rui sap
xudng con may cot than tro vo. Hai Tam
nhin cdi ndp cta Nhung. Cai nép con
nguyén ven, bi quang ra khdi nén nha,
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chiing t6 rang trugce khi bi bat Nhung da
chong cy manh liét.

Ban tay Hai Tam man mé chiéc nép
nhu tim hoi am cta ngudi yéu. Bat gidc,
hai hang nudc mat tuon néng héi. Lap
tdc, anh ta chay tré xudng bai song, 1én
nhin xuoéng may chiéc tau buém. Bon
hai tdc ngdi dum ndm dum ba trén san
tau. Tu B4 va Nhung déu mat dang. Bi
nhot dudi khoang ham hay bi ném xac
lam moi cho ca sau?

Sudt dém, Hai Tam lat nép ma ngu.
Giac ngh mai khong dén. Tiéng ca loc
quay dudi trap khién Hai Tam nhé dén
thic an. Sudt ngay, anh chua nudt hot
com nao vao bung. Anh ta ngo6i day.
Mudi bay téi ao ao nhu ai hét trdu ma
vai. Thoi thi danh chui vao nép ma ngut.
Con d6i lai hoanh hanh.
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Khi Hai Tam thuc ddy, mat tr&i moc
kha cao rdi. Anh ta ct ngoi cu ru vi doi,
vi lanh. Suong phu trang x6a canh vt
roi suong tan dan ty bao gio.

Dot nhién anh ta nghe tiéng quat to:

— Ai d6! Muén chét ha?

Hai Tam giyt minh. Tu B4 véi giong
noi quen thudc.

Nhanh nhu chép, Hai Tam diing
day:

— Ai?
— May khong chay ha?

Hai Tam hiéu ring Tu Ba noi thit
khuyén nhu anh ta nén tau thoat. Trong
phut giay, anh ta 14n khuat. Phia sau lung
cd giong cai co qua lai:
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— N6 dd! N6 chay roi! Rugt theo
khong?

— Rugt lam gi thém nguy hiém? Nam
xuong!

Hai Tam tré lai thuc té. Tu Ba ra linh
nam xudng la ¢ y cho anh ta du thoi gic
chay tron, tim tén Mach va Luc cu. Hai
nguoi nay da xiéu lac vé dau roi, sau khi
can choi ctia ho bi chay?

Chay dugc mot doi kha xa, Hai Tam
diing lai. Anh danh bao, nup bén goc
cay roi treo lén. Phia cdn choi, bon hai
tdc ngdi dum dau dong nghet hang trdm
dua.

Hai Tam tré xuong, chay theo dudng
trap, lén phia U Minh Thuogng.

Chay mot do6i khd xa, Hai Tam ng6i
lai, thé doc. Gid nay, tén Mach va Luc



362 | So'n Nam

cu dang & phia U Minh Thugng, lam sao
gdp ho?

Riing U Minh rong v6 tan, co cay con
nguyén ven, khong dau chan ngudi. Gié
thoi hay hédy. Vai con co trang bay chép
chon, binh than. Hai Tam dui mat. Tu
ngon tram phia xa, mot lan khdi trang
vuon lén. Anh ta chay dén noi ay. Mt
trdi 1én cao, mu suong da tan. Khdi ay 1a
khéi bép.

Qua khoi riing choi, Hai Tam vui
sudng v cung. Mit dat trd nén bang
phang, day choai bo lan tran nhu tham
c6 xanh cao ngang nguc.

Vi khat, vi déi, Hai Tam ngo6i xudng
btt dot choai ma nhai. Dot choai tiét ra
thd nudc ddc sét, mat lanh, nudt thay
khoe khoan la thuong.
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Bong nhién, Hai Tam thdy con vit gi
di chuyén, 1an khuét dugi dam day choai.
Anh ta budt miéng quat to:

— Heo ruing! Heo...

Nhung Hai Tam da lam. Tén Mach
diing sting sting trudc mat anh.

— Ua! Hai Tam! Lén day héi nao?

— Xin 16i. Toi tudng la con heo!

— Troi nang, t6i nam dudi dét cho

mat. Tu Ba dau r6i? Anh lén day véi ai?
Bon hai tac rat lui chua?

Hai Tam mting quynh vi tén Mach
to ra than mat:

— Minh gdp nhau vi nuong tya nhau
ma séng. Tui hai tac bat v toi, Tu Baliéu
minh xudng tau dé tim cach giai thoat...
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Tén Mdach suy nghi hoéi lau roi thu
nhan:

— Chinh t6i da dan dudng cho chung
noé lén choi. Toi gida mao ti€ng cop rong
roi thiia co chay lén day!

Hai Tam gat gu:

— Luc cu dau roi?

— Ong chay trudc téi, & trén riing nay
toi ki€ém hoai ma khong gép.

— Vay ché ai dot lua?

Viia n6i Hai Tam viia chi vé phia lan

khoéi:

— Khéi ha xudng roi. Hoi nay khoi
bay cao lam. Hay la nguoi dét 1tia noi dé
da thay bon minh?

- Co Iy
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D€ chiling minh rang minh 13 nguoi
thanh that, Hai Tam dép:

—~ To6i vé rach Ong Ray, cuéi vg réi
chd vg 1én trén nay. Luc boi xudng vugt
song Cai Lén, thinh linh t6i gap bon hai
tdc. May qud vg chong to6i 1én bd nup
trong cay ban. Toi thay tui né bat anh.
Anbh bi bat thay cho vg chong toi.

— Hen gi! N6 ct tra tin, cho rang t6i
boi xuong ngang qua song véi mot nguoi
ntia. Vg chong anh gay tai nan cho toi.
To6i dan dudng cho bon hai tac bat sdng
vg anh. Dau dudi cling vi cai chuyén kho
tang ctua Luc cu.

— Luc cu biét vé kho tang? — Hai Tam
hoi.

- Ong ta biét it nhiéu nhung chéng
bao gio ndi cho tdi biét.
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Hai Tam gat dau.

— Né€u vay thi lan khoéi boc lén trong
riing ltic nay chinh do Luc cu. Ong ta
muodn lam dau hiéu gi chang?

Tén Mach thé dai:

— Theo t6i hiéu, d6 la Luc cu vo y dot
lta d€ ndu com nudéng ca. Néu Luc cu
muon dung t6i thi ong ta kiém tim. Toi
liéu mang lén tiéng cau ctiu. Chang ai tra
161 toi hét.

Hai Tam nghe tiéng ti va ving vang
phia mé song:

— Mach! Anh manh chan thi tréo 1én
ngon cay! Tui hdi tdc 1én bo tu hoi sang
v6i... Tu Ba! Ca bon ngoi trén nén nha.

Tén Mach treo 1én ngon cay:
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— Tu B4 dan tui no 1én rling bat anh
em minh. Kia!

Hai Tam cai lai:

— N6i bay hoai! Tu Ba dau phai la ké
phén phuc. Thay gi khong?

— Tui cudp bién, dong lam.
— C6 dan ba khong?
— Lam sao c6 dan ba?

Hai Tam v6 cung dau x6t nhung van
giti niém hy vong mong manh. C6 thé la
Nhung theo Tu B4 lén b6. Nhung con &
phia sau. TU trén ngon cay, tén Mach noi
vong xuong:

— Thang A Lau nta!
- A Laula ai?

— Ngudi “An Nam” lam thong ngon
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cho tui cudp bién. Biia h6m, né dan toi
lén rung, t6i gid lam cop rong roi tron
thoat. Lén day ma coi.

Hai ban tay Hai Tam ghi chdt vao
nhdnh cdy tram. Phia choi, bon hai tic
mac toan do den, hang tram dua. Dot
nhién, Hai Tam nhin ra Tu B4. Cha dan
dau mot todn bon ngudi r&i khoi ddm
dong. Bén canh chu, con mot thanh nién
cao rao, phia sau con hai tén hai tdc mang
ma tau.

Tén Mach noi khé:
— Nén chay tron hay la & day? Tui n6

bon dda ciing nhu ba vi Tu Ba ding vé
phe tui minh!

Tén Mach da nu6i san méi cam hon
vGi bon hai tdc nén to ra cuong quyeét:

— Toi giét thang A Lau!
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Hai Tam suc nhé 16i can dén caa Tu
B4, doc dudng, nén lam nhiéu dau hiéu
dé Tu Ba c6 ly do hudng dan bon hai tic
lén riing. Lap tic, anh ta trd xudng dat,
goi tén Mach:

— Anh em minh nén chaylén U Minh
Thugng! Tu Ba ru tui n6 lén riing tim
kho tang. Néu géy su tai cho nay thi bat
lgi cho bon minh. Chi bang minh tim
cach gat tui nd...

Viia lac d6, giong Tu Ba troi 1én ro6

A

ret:
— Hai Tam & dau?

Hai Tam rut cay dao nho, chdt nhanh
cay quang xuong co6 roi gach dau chi
thap vao goc cay tram. D€ Tu Ba thay ro
Hai Tam rung gbc cay ba bon lugt. Hanh
dong liéu linh ay khién tén Mach lo ngai:
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— Coi chting thang A Liu!
Giong A Lau lai vong téi:

— Anh em ct lam dau trén co, trén
goc cay. Toi v6i Tu Ba kiém anh em.
Nhung manh khée nhu thudng... Pling
tra 161, duiing kéu hu tui t6i. Tui né nghi
ngo...

Hai ngudi da yén tam tau thoat. Tén
Mich van con nghi ngé A Liu nén nam
tay Hai Tam ma kéo t6i, chay mot doi
kha xa, tén Mach dung budc:

— Ngoi nghi moét hoi ché. Ua! Lam gl
ma cudi hoai vay?
Hai Tam thich chi dap:

— Nhung la... vg t6i. N6 con sdng.
T61 muing.

— Chac A L4u véi Tu Ba khong dam
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di vo viing nay. Ho con lo an com ro6i trd
veé tau, ndi rd cho chua tau biét.

- Co lé...

Mat troi x€ dan. Hai Tam tim vai con
ca 16c that to. Tén Mach lac dau:

— Chac may mting quynh r6i quén
hét sy doi. Lam sao cé ltia ma nudng ca?

Sau lung Hai Tam c6 tiéng nhanh cay
gay nghe rom rdp. Tén Mach cau may:

— Coi chiling A Lau hay tui hai tdc di
boc hdu bao vay tui minh!

Hai Tam ngoi xudng, ghé hai tai sat

dat lang nghe cho ky:

- Vo6 ly! Chac la heo rling. Chu may
nghe thu!

— Heo rling gdp bon minh thi né
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chay le. Day 1a ti€ng budc cham chap
cta... ciia con cop!

Hai Tam hoi sg, nhung noi guong
gao:

— Cop gdp bon minh thi cop chay rai.
Mot tiéng cudi khanh khach vang ra:
— Tui bay ngoi tai cho!

Tén Mach gidn s6i gan. TU khi bon
Tau O dén song Cai Lén, Luc cu di b
tén Mach. Trudc kia, Luc cu hta bado vé
anh ta lic nguy hiém. Vé phan Hai Tam
thi chang chut nao s¢ hai. Qué that Luc
cu la ké that thé, tron chui tron nhui
trong ring. Néu co bua phép, tai sao Luc
cu khong dén mé song dé an thua véi
bon Tau O. Ching qua la Luc cu muén
duong oai diéu vo, xem Hai Tam va tén
Mach nhu ké dan em dé€ lgi dung.
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Thai do im lang, cling ran cua hai
ngudi khién Luc cu suy nghi.

— Tui bay bd tao ha? Tui bay lam
phén ha?

Hai Tam hiéu rang rting U Minh la
noi rong rai bao la, néu rugt bat nhau
thi chua at ké cam san khi gigi trong tay
nhu Luc cu lai nam phan thang. Hai Tam
da thu san ngon dao, nhé hon.

Hoi lau, Hai Tam mdi 1én giong:

— Luc cu noi sao? Ai phan ai? Ai bo
ai? Tui t6i bi tui Tau O ruct bit, tui toi
chay 1én day. Nghe don rang Luc cu c6
tai... Tui Tau O hién gid ng6i den nghit
trén nén choi. Tai sao Luc cu chua trd
tai?

~ Tai gi?
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— Luc culam phép cho may chiéc Tau
O bi lting hodc bi séng gié nhan chim.

Luc cu 1dm bam:

— HOom nay, chua gdp ngay tot, lam
sao gay song gio dugc?

Tén Mdach noi xen vao:

— Xin Luc cu lam phép cho tui Tau O
mac binh dich, 6i mtia chét ca bon!

Nghe qua Luc cu cudi gan:

— Tui bay la con nit. Tao dang lam
mot thi bua phép nguy hiém hon. Tao...
lgi dung tui n6 dé tim kho tang. Hoi nam
xua ¢ rach Tac Cau, tao gdp mdt nguoi
Tau. Nguoi d6 cho biét ring bon Tau O
c6 tam béan do ghi r6 kho tang trén rling
U Minh. Giét tui n6 lam gi? Bay gié ma
giét tui no thi hoi sém. Hon niia, tui bay
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thay tao gi€t ngudi lan nao chua? Néu
theo tao thi tui bay dugc chia phan trong
kho tang. Tui bay tudng rang tao l1én rting
vi tao heén nhat ha? Mudn song thi theo
tao! Tao cho tui no6 1én day dé tao giét tui
no, giét khong can guom sung.

Luc cu dung day, chéng nanh roi
quang ngon dao xudng dat:

— Tao cho tui bay suy nghi. Pta nao
mudn giét tao thi cu ra tay.

Tén Mach va Hai Tam nhin nhau
nhu muo6n ndi diéu gi nhung hoan canh
khong thuan 1gi. D€ t6 rang minh la ké
quan td, Luc cu ndi:

— Thi nam tay nhau, lai dang kia ban
tan. Mudn theo tui Tau O thi theo!

Tén Méch va Hai Tam budc ra xa. Y
kién cua Hai Tam la nén quy thuén, séng
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Tén Mach gat dau:

— T6i dau thi t6i. Toi chi so bon Tau
O bit lan tht nhi.

Luc cu néi nhanh:

— Tui bay an com chua?
Hai Tam dap:

— Da chua.

Luc cu vo nguc kiéu hanh:

— Tao khong cé com, ca nhung tao
céd moén nay. Tao 1a thay cta tui bay ma.

Cai “danh lta” nam gon trong tay
Luc cu.

Pém ay, cd bon ngoi trén go dat kha
cao tha ho dot lta, nudng ca thay cho
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com. Lau lau, Hai Tam tréo lén cay nhin
vé phia mé song.

Luc cu noi:
— Tui no rat lui xudng tau roi!

— Thai! Tui bay ngu yén gidc. Néu
tui Tau O nidm nga trén nén choi thi tui
né dot ltia cao ngon dé ngtia cop beo va
muoi mong.

Luc cu van ngoi im bén goc cay. Su
xudt hién cua Hai Tam khién ong ta viia
mtung via lo. Hai Tam 1a ngudi cua Tu
B4, Tu Ba dang nuong dua vao luc lugng
bon Tau O. Nhu vay c¢6 nghia la Hai Tam
1a ké ndi ung cho Tu B4. Va bon Tau O
chiu kho 1én bg, neo tau sudt ngay rong
ra chinh 1a dé€ tim kho tang.

— Kho tang la chuyén that.
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Nghi vay, Luc cu dén gan Hai Tam.
Hai Tam ngtt mé mét, miéng ha hoc, lau
lau n6i ldam nham:

— Nhung... em 0i... anh the...

Luc cu hoi gidn: phéi chi n6 néi lam
nham chuyén khac thi hay biét may.
Nhung la dtia con gai ma Hai Tam bat vé
riing hom trudec.

Hai Tam trd minh, noéi rdi rac tiing
tiéng:

— Chu Tu... coi chting Nhung... gitm
em. Em mang on... sudt doi... Chu dling
lam vay?

Luc cy nam tay Hai Tam:
— Thiic day di.

Hai Tam md& mat ngdi thit nhanh:
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~ Céi gi? Tui Tau O t6i ha?

~ Tui Tau O dau c6 nguy hiém béng
chu may.

Hai Tam dui mat dinh than:

— T6i... lam gi ma Luc cu nghi ngs
t0i?

Luc cu ndéi chan dau:

- May kéu Tu Ba 1én day bat song
tao ha? Diling chaéi.

No6i xong, Luc cu siét c6 Hai Tam.
Hai Tam mu6n chdng cy nhung da tré,
Luc cu ké ngon dao sat ¢c6 Hai Tam:

— Noi thiét cho tao nghe! Trudc khi
1én rling nay, Tu B4 ddn may lam chuyén
gi? Tai sao Tu B4 theo phe bon Tau O?

Luc ban dau, Hai Tam con c6 gang
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chdéng cu nhung thai d¢ tén Mach khong
dugc r6 rét. Doi mat Hai Tam trgn ngugc
1én, tron xoe.

Tén Mdach cdi mat. Hai Tam nhac
nhd dé€ do thi:

— Méch oi! Anh ndi gitm toi. Toi
khong phai 1a dia phan boi.

Tén Mach ct ngo6i yén. Hai Tam rén

— Téi d4u ua thich gi bon gidc Tau O.
Tui né bat song vo toi.

Luc cu cudi gan:

— Dugc roi. Tao cho may suy nghi.
Tu B4 nhd bon Tau O hd vé, tim cach 1én
riing dé dao kho tang. Kho tang & cho
nao? Tu Ba biéu may 1én day giét tao, sg
tao dao trudc ha?
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Han tréi tay chan Hai Tam, dap thét
manh 1én nguc. Hai Tam nam thiém
thiép, li€c nhin Luc cu nuéng ca 1dc, dn
ngon lanh véi tén Mach.

Luc cu ndéi:

— Khuya r6i! Sdng mai, Tu Ba vdi tui
Tau O thé ndo ciing 1én day truy ni bon
minh. May rang ma an dé€ du suc chay.

Tén Mach ndi khé:

— Luc cu tin t6i khong?

— Khong tin may thi tao song véi ai?
May ct ndi thiét cho tao nghe. Hai Tam
lén rting lam gi?

Tén Méch trinh bay dau dudi tu su.
Anh ta gdp Hai Tam gifia riing, guong

mat Hai Tam lac dé trong s¢ hai, hot
hoang. Va Hai Tam rat s¢ bon Tau O.
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Gitia Hai Tam va bon Tau O cé méi thu
khong doi troi chung.

— Nhung tai sao Tu B4 theo phe Tau
O?

— Co 1é Tu B4 gid vd dau hang dé 1ay
tam ban do kho tang.

— May tin trén rting nay c6 kho tang
khong?

Tén Mach lac dau thé dai:

— Chéc 1a ¢6. Tui gidc Tau O & bén
Tau con nghe danh kho tang rtung U
Minh. Néu thiéu bang cé thi tui n6é ngu
dai gi ddu tau trén song Cai Lén. Quan
si triéu dinh s€ kéo tdi... Toi khuyén Luc
cu dling gi€t Hai Tam.

Luc cu gat dau:



Vach mét chan troi | 383

- Dtling lo, tao troi tay chan n6 dé
ham doa thoéi. Bay gid mé tréi cho nd 1a
viia.

Hai Tam miuing quynh khi dugc mai
an. Luc cu ct theo d6i may ngoi sao trén
bau troi kha trong sang:

— Gan sang roi! Tao da hiéu. May c6
lam dau 6 doc dudng khong?

— T6i lam dau mot lan, bé nhanh cay
cho gay d6 doc duong roi khac chit thap
1én vo cay.

- May ngt di! Ngay mai tyi Tau O
tGi day, minh nén dudng stic d€ chay.

Nam trong chiéc nép rach, Luc cu
suy nghi mién man. Ong ta héi han vi
da trot theo d6i moét kho tang vu vo. Néu
khong c6 bon Tau O kéo dén thi han da
trd vé Tac Cau, cudi vg lap gia dinh, song
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v6i nghé lam thay bua thay phép. Nhung
lam sao vé dugc trong nhiing ngay nay.

“Hai Tam da khac mot chii thap 1én
vo cay. Chii thap néu thém hai nat nho
trd thanh ch mdc. Tai sao minh khong
khac rai rac doc duong nhiing dau hiéu
Kim M¢c Thty Héa Tho dé kich thich su
t0 mo ctia bon gidc Tau O? Chung né sé
dem ban do ra doi chi€u va tim toi thém.
Chang ai biét truGc ngay mai sé ra sao?
Tai sao minh chua thu théi van?”

*

Nhung tréd minh thtc gidc. Gié théi
lanh buét. Chiéc tau nghiéng qua ng-
hiéng lai, séng vd vao man tau moi luc
mot manh. Bon hai tdc kéu réo am 1, dét
dudc chay té6i lui. Nhung thé dai. Tu Ba
lén dat lién vGi A Liu va nhom hai tic.
Sudt dém roi khong thay Tu Ba trd ve.
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Hay la Tu Ba thtia dip ay tron vao rung
v6i A L4u? Trong moét thoang, Nhung
nghi dén chuyén tu td.

Tén chua tau xuit hién. Mua roi lat
phat nhung han ct budc téi gan chd
Nhung nam. Han 1én tiéng, Nhung
khong hiéu gi ca. Nhung c6 gang tra 10i.
Han cling khong hiéu gi. Lat sau, hai dua
nd ty ti khoang tau chui 1én, vuot ve
Nhung, ndi liu lo r6i budc tay, budc chan
Nhung.

Nhung cti chti rua:

— Tui bay quang tao xudng song ha?

Nhung chi ngén tay xudng song.
Bon nt ty cudi to hon. Thé 1a ching né
khong c6 y dinh quang Nhung xudng

song. Nhung nghi dén hinh thtc tra tan
ma bon hai tic thudng dung: treo nan
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nhan 1én chot c6t buom. Bon nit ty lai
cudi. Sau khi tréi Nhung, ching n6 kh-
iéng 1én, dem xuong ham tau.

Khung canh duéi khoang ham cyc
ky xa hoa. D¢ la noi chua tau uong rugu,
nghe bon ty ni mua hat, danh dan.
Nhung nghi dén chuyén cudng hiép. Biét
rang néu co la 1én ciing chang ai tiép ctiu
nhung né ct la:

— D6 khon kiép!
Chua tau Long Phi quat to:
- A Lau!

Tu trén san tau A Lau budc xudng
ham. Nhung thém béi réi. A Lau lén bo
tim vang v6i Tu Ba. Hién gio Tu Ba &
dau? Hay la Tu B4 da bi giét?

Nhung cya quay:
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— A Lau! Ma troi cho toi!
Tén chuda tau gat ddu. A Lau nho nhe:

— CO cu yén tam chua tau moi co
xuong d€ hoi chuyén. Bay gio chua tau
ma troi cho co, c6 ci n6i nhod nhe, tui nod
khong biét tiéng An Nam déau. Toi hoi
diéu gi thi c6 ndi khong biét diéu do. Tu
Ba van binh yén dang tim cach ctu co.

Sau khi dugc mé tréi, Nhung ngoi

trén chiéc gh€ nhd, cho dgi. Chua tau rét
rugu mai, Nhung van chua hét gian:

— To6i khong uong dau. Tai sao troi
tay chan t6i?

A Lau ndi v6i chda tau rdi an i
Nhung:

— Chua tau sg c6 nhdy xudng song tu
td vay thoi. Co nghe t6i hoi: Vua roi co
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ngudi di do tham trén riing gap mot chi
Tau khac trén cdy. Tu Ba biét chii Tau
khong?

Nhung dép, theo 16i can dan:
— Khong biét.

Chua tau vo tay reo miing. Ong ta
truyén linh cho bon ni ty moi Nhung
trd 1én san tau.

Duéi khoang ham, chua tau goi A
Lau:

— Lai day! May gap chit thap hay chi
Moc? Gdp trong trudng hgp nao?

A Liu ké lai cudc hanh trinh tt can
choi lén riing ¢6 dau chian ngudi dam nat
cay co. A Lau gap goc cay c6 khac chii
thap.

— Chii thap hay cht moc?
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A Lau dap:

— Vo cay da kho, ntit né nén kho phéan
bi¢t, hon niia, trong dém khuya ching
toi dot dudc 1én ma xem.

— May t6i d6 cat miéng vo cay dem
vé cho tao xem. Tu B4 la ngudi thé nao?

A Lau noi:

— Con ngu trén nén choi, to6i cho bon

né canh chiing cin thin. Tu B4 mudn
14p cong véi 6ng dé ctiu vg.

Hoéi lau, chua tau mdéi noéi:
— Chac la ch@t moc. Kim moc thay
héa tho. Xua nay may nguoi chon vang

thuong dung may chi ay d€ danh dau
bon phia.

A L3u hoi:
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— Néu nhu vay 1a c6 t6i nam phia?

— May ngu qud, khong bao gid ho
danh dau chi kim vi lam nhu vay 1a 16
bi mat. Ngudi chon vang chi ghi rd bon
phia trén nén diat: moc thay hoa thé.
Ngudi tim vang cu noi theo bon goc ay
ma dao khoanh dat chinh gita...

A Lau mtling quynh, ngé rang da gip
kho tang. Tu Ba von cdn than nén khong
cho A Lau biét rang trén rting con c6 Hai
Tam, tén Mach di trugc. Nén sau khi hut
ba diéu thudc phién, chua tau tha dai:

— Kho lam. Minh khong thé nao
dau tau tai day thém nam bay ngay ntia.
Quan si triéu dinh xem bon minh nhu
ké bat luong.

A Liu dua ray kién:
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— Nén t6 chtic do thdm, dén cho Kién
Giang dé€ nghe ngdng. Néu quén si triéu
dinh kéo t6i qua it thi chia tau ¢t chdng
cu!

— A! Hay ldm. Ngay mai ta lam viéc
do.

— Nhung tai sao chua tau hoi buon
khi gan gdp kho tang?

Chua tau dap:

— Lam khi bon chi moc, thay, hoa,
tho dugc ghi & bon goc ctia mdt khu
rung to!

A Lau chgt hiéu:

— Thi du nhu ho khac & bén goc riing
U Minh Thugng thi biét dau ma tim.

Chua tau noi:



392 | So'n Nam

— Lai day! May tiét 19, tao giét may!
Tao cd bang chiing vé kho tang cta di
than nha Minh con chon rai rac khap
vinh Xiém La. Nam ngodi cé ngudi dao
dugc trén ngan nén vang & Xiém La.

Chua tau lai mé trap, li€c nhin vé

phia nap ham tau. Han dem ra may
miéng gidy nho:

— A L4u thdy chua! Day l1a ban d6
kho tang bén Xiém.

Trén manh gidy nhau nat, A Laucoy
xem. Bon chti moc, thay, hoa, tho ghi &
bon goc theo hinh thoi. Ngay chinh gitia
manh gidy bi mot an.

Chua tau Long Phi ndi ti€p:

— May coi ky! Tao khoét hai 16 nho,
dé phong ban do6 bi dénh cap thi chang
ai dung dugc. D4 1a hai chii Nhuyt va
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Nguyét. Kho tang chon ngay vao khoang
gitia cua hai chit do!

— Vo ly qua! Nhut va Nguyét nghia
gi?

— Nhut va Nguyét viét gan nhau, ttic
la chi Minh, nha Minh bén Tau. Bon
di than bai Man phuc Minh muén nhac
nhd nguyén udc cua ho. Hé ai dao dugc
thi dung s6 vang bac vao cong viéc phat
trién Thién Dia Hoi! May trd lén riing,
tim bén géc mdc thuay hoa tho. Khi nao
tim gap cht Nhut thi cho tao hay...

A Lau vang da, cti dau. Trong khi
doé, chua tau Long Phi tiép tuc hut thudc
phién, nghi dén ké hoach bo tri, mua
chudc dén ching vung phu can d€ nghe
ngong su ting pho cua quan si triéu dinh.

*
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Lao thay ran ngodi trén xudng ngung
tay khong thém boi ntia. Lao gac cay
dam, hat nghéu ngao. Hai bén bd song
la diia nudc moc day bit nhu buc tudng
thanh. Nudc rong phoi bai. Laio mudn
tim mot gian nha dé ta tuc.

Trudc mit lao, dong nudc chay tu
trén rting, d6 xuyén qua bai bun. Lao
muing quynh. Lao diing day, ngéng thd.
Qua that trén bd cd vai can choi, khi nuge
16n déng 1én ngap bai thi ngudi trén choi
mdi xuong xuodng, boi ra song. Gap lac
nudc rong nhu thé nay, tuyét nhién kho-
ng con cach nao 1én b dugc!

Lao d4y xuong lén bai rdi bo xudng,
16i xuong bun, dén con dudng mon cap
theo b song. D6 1a x6m ngudi Hué kiéu
cuoc ray. Ho da song lau doi 6 Viét Nam
nén dn ndi ranh ré. Mot 6ng lao ngdi cu
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thay ran hoi:

— Lam gi ma ngoi ngoai san?
— Di dau vay? Ngudi... An Nam ha?
Lao thay ran hoi sting sét:

— Cé gi la khong? Toi mudn 1én day
mua khoai lang.

Lao gia lién quang cdi mén xudng
dat roi chi tro khap bon phia:

- Di di! Diing 6 day!

— Nhung tai sao 6ng & day? Lam gi
ma ngoi ngoai nang?

— Ngudi ta chay hét roi, toi gia yéu
mang binh nén & lai gii nha. Tui n6 &
gan vam song Cai Lén, vo téi nam sau
chiéc tau, gap ai gi€t nay. Méi ngay hom
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qua, tui nd chit dau hon mudi ngudi dan
trong xom.

Giong ndi thanh khan cta 6ng lao
khién lao thay ran tin la chuyén that. Lao
tim cach diéu tra cho biét r6 su that. Vi
qua thuong nhé con Nhung, vi muon tra
thtt Hai Tam, vi khong con noi dung than,
ldo boi xudng lan hoéi dén song Cai Lén.
Da c6 lan lao thay ran nghe 16m rang Hai
Tam lam dn & U Minh. Vung rting tram
U Minh la noi ty tap bao nhiéu ran doc.
T6i do, lao tha ho tro tai tri binh. Lao
biét vai toa thudc gia truyén, cé thé ctiu
nguoi bi ran doc can, néu dling dé qua
tré nai.

— Ai chdt dau ai? Lam gi ma gay thu
oan?

Lao gia noéi khé:
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— Biét Tau O khong? Giac Tau O.
Chay cho maul! Kial!

Sau bay tén hai tdc mang ma tau
budc cham rai, ti phia dau dudng di lai.
Lao thay ran chua biét ting pho thé nao!

— Tré roi! Dling chay, khong kip dau.

Bon hadi tdc lu khu budc téi, dudng
nhu chung khong cha y dén hai lao gia
Om yéu. Lao thay ran hoi:

— Lam sao? D€ t6i vo nha dng toi
tron.

Lao gia dap:

— Khong dugc. N6 vo luc xét, néu
gap la n6 chém.

Lao thay ran run ldy bay khi nghe
bon hai tdc thét vang.
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— T6i vO nha 6ng, toi tron.

— Khong dugc.

— To6i xudéng mé la dtia nuéce dé tron.
— Khong dugc! N6 t6i roi kia!

Lao thay ran co chan chay. Bon hai
tdc ho hét vang ran phia trudc san.

Liéu bé khong xong, lao chay doc
theo mé song lan lugt dén ndm sdu gian
nha bén canh. Nha ctia déu trong hoang.
Vay thi chi con cach chay mai.

Dot nhién lao nghe tiéng don co,
tiéng sdo thoi vang ran. Lao thay ran
diing lai, nép minh vao gian nha bd
hoang. Trudc nha, cé ba lao mu loa ngoi
dan ro. Trong mot thoang, lao thay ran
mudn chay ra sau vuon, ca hat nhu phu
hoa véi bon ngudi don co théi sdo.
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Nhanh nhu chép, lao chui vao ctia
sau. Nha t6i om.

Bon hai tdc budc ram rdp ngoai
dudng roi dung lai, dung ngay can nha
ma lao thay ran dang 4n nap. Lao diéng
hon, nghe r6 rang mot giong... hoi quen
thuc, giong con gai:

— Ba oi! V6 nha di.

Ba lao néi:

— Toi gia cd mu loa. Toi dau co toi
tinh gi...

— Coi chiling nd giét oan. Tui nay tan
nhan lam.

Hai tay lao thay ran vach 14, nhu
6 stc luc vo hinh nao thuc day. D¢ la
giong... Nhung. Tam vach budng kha
day, diing ngoai san, khd thay ngudi nup
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bén trong nhung do6i mat lao da dan sat
vao ké vach.

Nhiing bap chan den dua di qua di
lai trugc thém nha. Bon hai tdc, dung roi.
Nhung kia! Nhung dang nghiéng minh,
sat balao, d6i mat n6 den lanh, sau hoam.
Véc dang nd van dep nhu ngay nao, hoi
& rach Ong Rdy. Dudng nhu n6 hoi giy
di mot chut. N6 noi:

— Ba ai! Toi...

Ba lao quat to:

— May la con gdi An Nam ha?
Nhung 14y tay lau nudc mat:

— Tui gidc Tau O nay khong biét
tiéng An Nam, n6 bat con di theo dé noéi
chuyén! Kho lam! Con khong biét tiéng
Hai Nam nhu tui ho.
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— Vay ché may theo tui n6 d€ 1lam gi?

— N6 biéu con di do tham, gap nguoi
nao dang nghi ngo, con gat dau thi né
giét.

— Té ra may giét may chuc ngudi
trong x6m nay roi?

Nhung kéu la:

— Diing cdi niia, ba oi. Ba di noi khac
di. Tui né mudn dot cdi nha nay!

Ba ldao van to tiéng:

— Hé doét nha thi tao & trong nha
ludn.

Chua dut 16i, bon hai tic quat thao
chay ling xang.

Ba lao kéu ru 1én:
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— D6 tan nhan! N6 dét nha tao kia!
N6 giét tao...

Mot nhat ma tdu chém xudng, than
ba lao gay lai, nhu gap lam doéi. Ngon Itia
ndi 1én, tu phia trudc thém. Lao thay ran
im lang, c6 bo ra phia ctia sau. Lao chay
nhanh ra phia ray khoai. Bon hai tdc quat
to chdng hiéu ching ndi gi. Chay dugc
mot doi, 1ao ngdi xudng dé tho:

— Troi! Nhung oi!

Nhung ciling chay trén nhu lao. Rat
ti€c 1a né chay hudéng khac, lao khong
dam goi to. Bon hai tdc rugt theo nhung
qua tré. Khdi bay cudn cudn, khuat 1ap
nguoi va canh vat... Lao budc liing thiing
vé phia ven rting, thinh thodng nhin lai
sau lung. Lan lugt nam bdy gian nha déu
chay rui. Lao hoi mtng, khan vai Troi
Phat:
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— Cau xin cho Nhung dugc séng sot.

Chiéu hom 4y, bon giic Tau O rat
lui. Ngudi trong xom lan lugt tré vé, chui
ria vang troi. Lao quyét dinh trd vé xom.

Dudng nhu khong ai chu y dén su
cO mat cua lao. Lao budgc lan than nhu
ngudi mat hon. Vai ngudi boi xudng, cap
vao bén, ndi to:

— Tui nd vé Tau roéi! Gdp ai, tui no
ciing chém. Mat mot ngudi con gai.

Thay thién ha di xuong, lao thay ran
suc nhé dén chiéc xudng ctia minh ddu
dudi bai, ngay cdn nha ctia 6ng lao trum
mén dudi nang.

Via thay dang 6ng lao trum mén,
lao thay ran ndi:

— Ong oi! Nh¢ t6i khong?
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Ong ldo no dap:

— Nhé ché. Mo Phat! Tui né quén
dot nha toi. Bay gid téi phién toi moi Ong
anh v6 nha choi. Héi trua t6i xua dudi
ong anh, 6ng anh buén khong?

Lan dau tién trong ddi, lao thay ran
cam thay lang lang sung suéng va lao
biét xau ho trudc tdm long chan that cta
dong loai, trong con hoan nan.

Lao thay ran noi:

- Cam on. Toi ddu ddm buon. Nho
ong anh dudi ma t6i dugc song. Xin 16i.

~ Moi 6ng anh v6 nha. Ong anh tén
gi?

— Toéi thu hai, lam nghé... thay ran.
Con 6ng anh?

— Toi la Choi Mui.
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— Tai sao lai Choi Mui? Tén nghe la
qua.

— Thinh thoang t6i ndi su tich cho
ong nghe. Thoi! V6 nha cho vui. V6 nha
udng rugu choi.

Nang chiéu gan tat, Nhung da biét
tich.

bém ay, lao thiic noéi chuyén véi lao
Choi Mui. Lao Choi Mui la ngudi song
lau doi tai U Minh Thugng.

Suc nhé t6i Hai Tam, lao thay ran
hoi:

— U Minh... gan hay xa? Rong c&
nao? Co chting bao nhiéu x6m?

Lao Choi Mui dap:

- Oi thoi! Biét bao ngan mau dit,
quan trén con chua hiéu r6, huéng ho la
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toi. Hoi chi vay?
Lao thdy ran uém th:

— To6i c6 ngudi ba con tén 1a Hai Tam,
xuong day... tim vang roi mat dang ludn.

— Hai Tam, Hai Tt gi! Ménh moéng
thién dia ma! Con cdi vu tim vang thi
dling hong. Téi nghe ngudi ta don dai
nhung da c6 gap dau. Anh Hai & day cho
vui, muén & lau thi &. Biét nghé tri ran
thi quy lam.

Lao thay ran hoi:
— Tai sao 6ng anh tén Choi Mui?

Lio Choi Mui ké lai vai doan ddi luu
lac, ttt Vinh Long dén ven rting U Minh,
gan bo song Cai Lén. HOi méi dén xu
nay, 1do danh liéu vao riing don cuai dem
ban. Nhung khé thay, ché cti dén noi
nao cho c6 ngudi mua, § xt qua nhiéu



Vach mét chan troi | 407

cti? Muon chéd cti phai sam chiéc ghe
khé to. Ngudi & chg Rach Gid chang them
mua cui, néu can ho ct ra bién ma don
hodc “quo bay” may nhanh tre kho sau
heé nha. Chiju khong néi canh thiéu thén
cd doc, lao dén gan rach Nha Ngang, noi
kha tap ndp quy tu hon mudi can choi.
Dan 6 Nha Ngang chuyén nghé 1én rting
an ong, tim ong mat, ban mat va sap cho
bon tau buém Hai Nam.

Lao thay ran lai hoi:

— Nhu t6i la ngu&i xti xa mdi t6i, nén
lam thé nao dé€ kiém tién? X6m nay tan
lac hét roi, chang 1é ct doi ba ngay la xay
ra mot chuyén ran can.

Lao Choi Mui dap:

— Trudc tién nén kiém mot cai choi
mui.
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— Choi mui 12 gi? Ong anh néi quanh
quan to6i van chua hiéu?

— La mot can choi ma minh tao ra dé
dang khoi ton kém. N6 nhe nhang, gon
gang... Ong anh thdy mdy chiéc ghe ché
cui dau bén kia song khong? Ho lam cai
mui tam, hinh tron, suon tre lgp 1a. Mua
nay ho qudng cdi mui lén bé. Khi can di
xa ho kiém cai mui khac. Minh qua d6
ma xin mot cai mui, d€ trén nén dat cao
rdo la xong chuyén. Xt nay nhiéu cay la
nhung ngudi nao cat choi, cat nha la dai
dot.

- Ho sg gidc Tau O t6i d6t pha?

~ Nim bdy nam, tui Tau O giy su
moét lan. Moi khi tui néd mua ban dang
hoang lam.

Tai sao gidic Tau O gay su, lio thay
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ran nhé t6i Hai Tam va Nhung. Dung
r6i bon Tau O biat Nhung va Hai Tam
din dudng di tim vang. Hoi ¢ rach Ong
R4y Hai Tam khoe khoang diéu do. Bat
Nhung dem v¢é lam vg, loai trti Hai Tam
tim kho tang. Ba muc tiéu 4y hién ra ro
rét trong dau oc lao thay ran hon bao gic
hét.

DPén hting sang, ldo thay ran lai nghe
tiéng tu va thoi vang rén phia vam song
Cdi Lén. Lao Choi Mui 16m com ngoi
day:

— Minh chay!
— Chay vé dau?

Lao thay ran cudng cudng lén khi
thay lao Choi Mui khodc do. Bén ngoai
suong xudng mu tit. May ngudi trong
x0m goi nhau i 6i loan tin:
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— Tyi né v6 dong lam.

Lao thay ran con ndi theo kiéu dao
dtc gia:
— T6i muon di theo 6ng anh nhung

s¢ 6ng anh tén kém com gao. Ong anh
ngheo tung.

Lao Choi Mui dap:

~ V& chua véi t6i! Danh vay! Ong
anh nghi thé nao?

— Ua! O day c6 chiia ha?

— Co... mot cai cong chua, trong
ring. Néu 6ng anh dam lam ban véi khi,
v6i heo rling thi v chua & véi t6i. O do
budn quai, t6i ra ngoai xém nay. Nhe gap
bon Tau O... xui xéo qua.

Lao Choi Mui chay ra san, ding
ngoéng. Lao thay ran noéi chuyén nho nhe
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dé che gidu sy vui muing:

— Ong anh sin sang ctu tdi chG? Toi
htia dén on xting diang lam cong qua
trong chua.

Con dudng trudc nha chay quanh
co, lam sao quan sat doi phuong dugc?
Suong lai xuong day dac, lac gan sang.
Lao thay ran tré nén dan di la thuong.
Lao muoén chd Nhung mét lat ntia, khong
gap Nhung thi di theo lao Choi Mui té6i
chua cting khong mudn. Ngoi chua ay
dugc xay cat gitia rting chi con mot cai
cong thoi “céd thé la noi chon gidu vang
bac. Chua at da 1a chuia Phat. Nguoi Hué
kiéu, ngudi Viét Nam thuong goi chua
bat ct noi nao thd thanh than”

Dot nhién, lao thay ran ding day
nam tay lao Choi Mui.
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Trong man suong tring xda, xuit
hién vai bong den to 16n. Giong Nhung
ndi lén 1o to:

— Chay di, ba con oi! Tui n6 hung ac
lam. Tyi n6 kiém vang! Kiém vang khong
dugc tui nd giét ba con minh.

Lao thay ran ndi véi lao Choi Mui:
— Chay vé huéng nao?
— Ra sau ray, vo rting.

Hai ngudi nam tay nhau, chay riét ra
phia sau nha, gan ry 6i. Bon Tau O xuit
hién trén mudi dda ho hét ém toi. Tuy
stic yéu nhung lao Choi Mui van gang
guong tiing buéc mdt. Ray 6i day cay,
moc loan xa c6 1€ la rdy hoang, chang
con hué lgi nén khong ai cham séc. Cod
moc cao tan goi, tdn nguc.
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— N6 chay ra sau vuon ba con oi!

Nhung ndi to, ngoai dudng cdi, lao
thay ran im lang kinh phuc su can dam
ctia cO gai. Lao suy luan: Bay gio, néu
minh chay ra dudng cdi cdu Nhung la
diéu dai dot.

Bon Tau O chay nghe thinh thich
vugt qua cho hai nguoi dang 4n néu.

Lao Choi Mui mting quynh:

— Bay gid minh v6 rling cho maul
Mait tréi moc roi kia!

P o6i mat ctia lao thay ran nghéch lén:
Mt tr6i moc trong riing day suong, qua
la mot ky quan. Mt trdi 1én cao roi, hon
hai sao ma chua pha man suong. Mat
troi dé lom nhu cuc sat trong 16 rén. Hai
ngudi tién vé phia mdt tréi moc. Suong
tan dan, ho khong budc xudng bun lay
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ntia. Con dudng mon day cé hién ra cao
hon ving dat hai bén. Déi khi cay tram
troc goc, nam chén ngang. Lao Choi Mui
noi:

Cai chua cta t6i § am lam, ¢& nao
ngheo, mudn xa lanh tran gian thi minh
vO dd... B&i vay chi c¢6 6ng anh véi t6i
day mdi bi€t c6 chua & day.

Lao thay ran muing thim. C6 thé day
1a ngo6i chlia xua, xay cat tu thoi D€ Thién
D€ Thich v6i nhiing cai thap bang da da
sup do.

Mot than tram nam nga, chin ngang
duodng. Day la cay tram thu ba ma lao
thay ran da gap, lao Choi Mui nhu khong
cht v, cho d6 la loai cay tram c6 ré can,
troc goc. Nhung lao thay ran quan sat ky
ludng bén canh gbéc tram cé dau chéan
nguoi dap dam lén co, ddu chan con
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ranh ranh. Trén v cdy tram, hién ra vai
vét. Nhu ai cAm dao chat vao dé lam dau
giong hét chi thap lam vo tram bi dut.
Lao thay ran nhuéng mat, liéc nhanh.
Dudng nhu la hai chit thap.

Bon ngudi chat vé tram ay khong
theo con dudng mon. Ho vugt qua bén
kia duong, dé lai vai gidu dam nat va hai
goc cui chdy den. Co 1é ho dot lua luc
ban dém, khi tréi sang ho di tudt.

— Ai vay?

Bao nhiéu cau hoi la bay nhiéu hy
vong. Lao thay ran viia di viia nhin xuong
con dudng mon. Lao ddt ra gia thuyét, co
thé day la sao huyét bi mat ctia bon cuép.
Bon Tau O chua dam di sau vao riing dé
mai phuc hodc bat bg ldo Choi Mui tai
chua.
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Lao Choi Mui cudi vang:

— Gan tdi chua roi! Canh dep ghé!
Ong anh thich khong? Tt bé chim kéu
vuon hu. Kia! Chua cua t6i dé.

Viia n6ilao Choi Mui viia chi vé phia
bén tay mat. Mot lan khoi xdm vuon lén,
khéc hdn mau xanh ctia 14 riing.

Lao Choi Mui nai tiép:

— Cén choi trong d6. Nhung cong
chuia & trudc mat, ngay bui cay gual

— Sao t6i khong thay cong?

— Cong bi sap roi, mot mai dn gan hét
nhung chét cdng cé hinh... dng Té Thién
Dai Thdnh, mot tay cam cdi vong tron...
Tron vo. Con tay kia thi 6ng cam cai lu6i
liém, chac la mat trdi véi mat trang.

— Sao chua thay 6ng Té Thién?
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— Ong bi rét xuéng cdng, t6i dé tho
Ong tai goc ciy cho vui.

Mt troi mdt trang, 6ng Té Thién...
Bao nhiéu bi mat, néu giai dap dugc thi
c6 1€ ong thay ran sé di trudc rat nhiéu
ngudi. Nghi vay, lao thd phao, hoi ldo
Choi Mui:

— Dém nay minh ngu tai dau?

— Tai can choi, duéi goc cay gtia. Anh
di theo toi.

Con dudng tu pho tugng 6ng Té
Thién dén can choi khong xa cho lam,
diéu dang chu y la dat dugc nén cing, rai
rac c¢6 vai phién da den. Lao Choi Mui
mim cudi bi mat:

- Ong anh bd ngd ha?

Lao thay ran gia vd nhu ké ngay tho,



418 | So'n Nam

ton trong than thanh:

— Da, chon nay tham nghiém, u tich.
Ngbéi chua thé 6ng Té Thién nay cé tu
ddi nao?

— Ai ma biét. Minh & day thi biét
chuyén & day, ngay bay gio. Dlng hoi
chuyén doi xua! Nén dat cung, trai da la
chuyén hy hitu 6 chon bun lay, dat sup.

Lao thay ran voi thanh minh:

— Thay thi héi cho biét vay thai. Toi
1a nguoi s¢g ma quy.

Nhung ldao Choi Mui buéc ré qua
bén mat, cui dau chui dudi mot nhanh
cay to:

— Can choi kia.

Lao thay ran cang ngac nhién hon.
N6i dung ra d6 1a ngo6i miéu ¢, vach xay
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bang da nhung néc thi sup xudng tu bao
gio. Thay vao do, 1ao Choi Mui da dén la
dtia nudc phu 1én mé keo bang tre. Choi
khong c6 ctia. Nang da 1én cao, roi vao
tang da day réu xanh truéc thém.

— V6 cho vui ma!

Viia ndi, lao Choi Mui viia nam tay
lao thay ran, kéo vo choi. Hai ngudi ndm
xuong dé dudng stc. Tiéng tu va vang
rén, xa xa.

— Nam nghi di. Téi ndu com cho anh
an! Toi la cht nha mai anh t6i day. Toi
htia gitip anh day du com nudc, cho ngu.
Chéc 1a bon Tau O ra khéi song Céi Lon.

Cau noi cua ldo Choi Mui dugm vé
than mat nhung dong thdi cing 1a 16i
canh cdo. Lao thiy ran sanh nghi. Lan
nay, lao quyét tam kham pha bao nhiéu
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bi mat cia ng6i miéu va pho tugng ong
Té Thién & gbc cay da. Lao Choi Mui la
tay lgi hai, t6i day d€ lam moi giGi cho
bon trom cudp. May ngay ray, lao ta chay
ra mé song dé€ theo doi hanh dong cua
bon Tau O. Liéu chiing bon Tau O con
nan na tai day lau ngay, lao ta moi khach
veé choi d€ t6 ra hiéu khach va git bi mat.

Lao Choi Mui noi to:
— Bé! May vé do6 ha?

Phia sau choi, c6 giong noéi trong
tréo:

— Da. Chau day ne.
— C6 gi dn chua?

Thang bé budc vao choi, cui dau chao
130 thay ran. Lao thay ran nam tay no:

— Ca16c 16n qua. Thang bé nay la...
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Lao Choi Mui dap:
— La chau to6i.
Roi day qua thang bé:

— Lo kiém cti di. Biia nay tao c¢6
khach. Lat nlia may v€ an com sau.

Lao thay ran cé linh cam rang lao
Choi Mui muén dudi thang bé.

- D€ né an mot lugt ch?

— Con nit con n6i ma! Toi la ngudi
biét quy khach. Ai lai cho thing con nit
ngodi chung mot mam véi ngudi 16n.

Con ca 16c dugc x0 lui, dé€ trén mé
than hong. Mui cd vua thom via ngon
bdc 1én. Lao thay ran liéc vao vach da.
MOoi phién da cé cham tré ti mi nao hinh
cop, hinh chién si cam guom c&i ngua.
Trong goc, vai cdi htt khong trang men
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nam ngay ngan, nap day ky ludng, loai
hd hinh vuong.

Hai ngudi ngo6i dn, cham rai. Lao
Choi Mui 1dm bam:

~ Tui Tau O d6t cdi quan rugu ngoai
mé sdng. Bang khong thi ban gia minh
tha ho nhau.

Lao thay ran gia vo hoi:

- Viy ma nay gio toi tudng rang &
day con nhiéu rugu. Rugu la vi thudc
nglia son lam chudéng khi.

Lao Choi Mui cudi nhéch mép:

- O day, chua ai chét vi son lam
chuéng khi. Nhiéu ngudi chét khi t6i
can choi nay, chét vi tai nan khac.

Loi ham doa dy khién lao thay ran
nudt nghen miéng com. Qua la ky phung
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dich tha roi. Néu im lang qua lau, lao ta
thém nghi ngo.

— Ua! Tai nan gi?

Lao Choi Mui khong tra 15i thing
vao cau hoi cta lao thay ran:

~ Ong anh thdy m4y cdi hi la lung
do ché. Toi chua doi no di noi khac.

— Sao vay? Toi tuong la htt dung
rugu, dung gao mudi cia 6ng anh.

— Ngudi ta chét vi mudn do cai hi
dé6 ra dé... tim vang! Nhiing cai miéu la
lung, xay bang da nhu vay... la noi giét
ngudi. Ong anh nén mé cdi nip hit ma
xem. Hi dung xuong ngudi! Nhung hay
coi chting! Thu xuong ngudi dé lau boc
hoi doc lam, gay binh phong, binh cui.
Thoi, dang dn udéng ma ndi binh tat, mat
ngon di. HOm nao ranh, t6i moi 6ng anh
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dao choi xung quanh miéu d6 xem may
chom ma méi. Hé ai téi day do thdi gian
tham vo 1€ thi 6ng Té Thién van hong ttic
khac!

Tan budi com, ca hai nam xuong vi
dém t6i dén qud nhanh. Thang bé chay
vao, dem md cui kho dit vao bép un. Nho
cai n6p rach ma lao Choi Mui cho mugn,
lao thay ran yén tam, tin rang minh sé
ngt dudng stic mot dém dai xting dang.

Pén ntia khuya, lao thic day, chum
thém cti vao bép un khoi. Lao Choi Mui
ngay kho kho. Dling ngoai sdn ma chang
thay bong cay da va pho tugng Té Thién.

Nhat dinh la ngay trén nén choi nay
con c6 nhiéu bi mat. Lé di nhién lao Choi
Mui da dao x6i vung xung quanh day roi.
Thang bé ngt noi nao lac ban dém?
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C¢ tiéng huyt sdo trén nhanh tram.
b6 la loai ran luc, mau xanh le, giét
ngudi. Con ran ngong mo, cach xa lao
thay ran chling bon buédc. Nghi vay lao
budc lui, dua tay nhanh vé phia con ran,
nam dudi né quay vong tron.

Con ran yéu 6t cd thing minh nhu
soi day. Lao thay ran ha tay xuéng, quay
tron roi nuong tay, dap nhe dau con ran
vao goc cay.

Lao dem con ran v choi, d€ gan bép
Itia. Con ran ngit ngu, cua quay khi gap
hoi nong. Lao ghé tai, sat dau nop dé tin
chac rang lao Choi Mui dang ngt... ldo
dem con ran ngit ngu 4y vao ha dé cho
noé hoi sinh, sé6ng véi mé xuong thit kho
khan. Ran séng véi hoi dm uét trong ha
ay va an chut it xuong cot ay. Theo bi
quyét cua thudt nuoi ran thi noc ran luc
ay sé gi€t nguoi trong nhay mat.
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Lao trd vé ndp, ndm xudéng mim
CUuOi.

Thang bé budc rén rén dén goc cay
da, nhin ddo ddc. Lao Choi Mui da tat tai
no.

— Phai can than. Thang cha thay ran
lgi hai 1am. Diing cho né biét pho tugng
ong Té Thién nay bong ruét.

Thang bé cti mat 14m bam:

— No... biét cho c6 kho tang. Minh
xai no trong vai ngay. Néu c6 gap kho
tang thi minh giét nd. Bing khong thi
minh cling giét no.

Dudng nhu trédi sap chuyén mua.
Thang bé dao mdt vong chung quanh
goc cdy da. Lao thay ran khong cé do.
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N6 viing bung, dén sit goc cay, lach
minh vao phia sau lung pho tugng ong
Té Thién, day canh ctia bi mat sau lung
ong Té. N6 chui vao trong, nam dai trén
mé la kho 16t san.

Gi6 thdi long 1ong vao tii doi mat
ong Té Thién. Do6i mat ay che tam bang
hai miéng van nho. Tuy chat hep nhung
pho tugng du stc chia dung mot dua tré
nhu no.

N6 nam dai, gac tay lén tran. T trén
noc gian phong chat hep ay, mot sgi day
treo ling lang thap dén ddu mu u, dén da
can dau.

— D€ cho ngudi ngoai diing to mo.
Chang 1é d€ sgi day treo toong teng mot
minh.

S¢i day 4y an lién vao trong choi.
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Xua kia theo 16i gidi thich ctia 1ao Choi
Mui, ngdi chtia nay 1a noi hdi hop bi mat
ctia mot nhom lam qudc sy. Thai ay, pho
tugng ong Té Thién dugc dung lén trén
chot cong, trong dé bé tri mot ngudi
canh chiing ngay dém. TU trong ruot
pho tugng, ngudi canh phong thay r6 tu
xa, qua hai con mat duc thing trén mat
ong Té. Khi cin bdo dong, ngudi ta ndm
soi day giut mot tiéng, ba tiéng tuy theo
dau hiéu quy dinh trugc. Bay gio vi thi€u
cai chudng, lao Choi Mui budc dau sgi
day phia trudc choi vao cai gao duia. Hé
ngoai nay c6 giut day 1a trong kia nghe
tiéng 10p cOp nhu cé chuot chay.

N6 viia chgp mat chot nghe tiéng ho
hen phia xa xa. N6 nam im. Lat sau, hai
ba tiéng ho vang rén. N6 dui mat vi nudc
miéng ctia ngudi ho vang xudng, tii doi
mat ctia 6ng Té Thién.
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— MG ctia ra may.

Tiéng noi cua lao Choi Mui khién né
giat minh.

Thang bé ngoan ngoan maé canh cta,
sau lung pho tugng. Lao Choi Mui noi
kheé:

— Hoi chiéu t6i gio may thay thang
cha thay ran di dau khong?

— Da khong.

— Néu vay la né trén. Nguy lam. N6
1a ngudi ctia bon gidc Tau O t6i day kiém
kho tang.

— Toi khong biét giac Tau O. Tuind ra
sao? Minh & ddy may nam roi ma khong
gdp vang, tui n6 chan uét chan rao lam

sao gap duogc.

— Nin di. Coi chting cin than. May
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1én ngon cay da, coi chling ti phia. Ban
dém hé nghe tiéng la khua dong, tiéng
chim bay kéu oang odc thi may... cho tao
hay...

— Lam sao cho 6ng biét? Chang 1é t6i
trd vo bung 6ng Té giut day chudng.

Lao Choi Mui buéc san téi:

— May ngu qua. Hé thay dong tinh gi
thi chay vo choi cho tao biét. Ban dém,
tui né dot duoc mé duong.

— Chau hiéu ré6i. Khi & xa tui né dot
dudc. Lac dén gan tui no tat dudc.

— May khon rdi dé.

— Hen gi... hom trudc chau thay co
bon ngudi dot dudc 6 ngoai xa. Ho khong
di vé huéng minh nén chdu khong lén
tiéng.
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— That vay sao?

Ai da dam dén khu vuyc nay? Néu la
bon gidc Tau O thi tai sao chiing n6 dém
thic sudt dém trong riing?

Hoi 14u, thing bé chd dgi ma chang
nghe lao Choi Mui cdn ddn diéu gi. N6
chui sat goc cay da roi lach minh vao
trong pho tugng 6ng Té Thién.

Ngoai nay gi6 thoi lai rai. Trén dudng
vé choi, 1o Choi Mui thac mac. Khi hay
tin bon gidc Tau O dén vam séng Cai Lén,
ldo daliéu linh bo cdn choi, ra ngoai xé6m
dé do xét tinh hinh. Lao mting tham, tin
rang gan nén choi, gan cay da at la noi
chon gidu kho tang.

Khi bon gidc Tau O chay dai theo

dudng cai, cudp ctia dot nha lao Choi
Mui cang nghi ngd hon.
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Con lao thay ran? Lao Choi Mui da
gip ldo ta tit hoi dau. Lao ndy chiang dinh
déng gi dén bon Tau O. Dau sao di niia,
10 Choi Mui van bon chén linh tinh nhu
bdo trudc bién c6 quan trong.

Vé dén choi, lao tang hang, goi to:
~ Ong anh oi!

Cai nép bong dung ha xudng, dep
1ép. Lao Choi Mui hiéu ngay, trong nop
chang c6 gi ca. Lao thdy ran da trén.

Khong bo 16 co hoi, 1ao Choi Mui lat
cai nop lai, lay miéng vai rach don lén
cho cao roi budc ra khdi cdn choi. Lao
suc nhé dén may gbc tram nga lan trén
con dudng noi lién ti bo song Cai Lén
vao chua.
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Khi thay lao Choi Mui ra khoi can
choi, di xdm xdm vé phia mé song, lao
thay ran chay nhanh ra goc cay da, dén
gan pho tugng 6ng Té Thién.

Pho tugng qua cao l6n khién lao
khiép sg. Anh tring chiéu mo ho trén
hai ban tay pho tugng, hai ban tay cam
miéng gob to tugng trung cho mat trdi va
mat trang.

Lao goi to:
- Bé oi!

Bén trong pho tugng, thing bé trd
minh.

Lao dén sat pho tugng, tim nhdnh
cay kha to, go manh:

— Be! Bé!
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Thang bé van im lim. Lao thay ran
noéi nhanh:

— Ra day choi chau oi! Bac 1a ngudi
quen & trong choi ra day choi, xa la gi?
Nay gid bac hiéu tat ca. Lam b hoai! Tao
dot Itia thay vo trong pho tugng bay gid!

Thang bé chui ra tu phia sau lung
pho tugng. N6 chap tay xin 16i:

— Bac diing gian, 6ng Choi Mui ngdn
cam khong cho chdu ra ngoai ban dém.

— Cho bac v6 trong nam nghi mot

lat dugc khong? Cha pho tugng nay 16n
qua. Chac & trong... ¢ vang!

V6 tinh thang bé thu nhan:

— Da, héi méi t6i day, chau ciing
tudng né cé vang trong bung. Ong Choi
Mui v6i chau hi huc déo suot ngay...
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— Gap gi trong bung 6ng Té Thién?
Thang bé cudi to:
— Gap vai con chuot chét.

Lao thay ran dén sat géc cay da nhin
vao. Lao da hiéu: nhit dinh kho tang
dugc chon gidu noi khéac. Pho tugng nay
chi la cai choi canh tra hinh.

Dot nhién thing bé quay mat, ndi

nhanh:

— Bac v6 choi di. Dling cho 6ng Choi
Mui biét rang chdau ndi chuyén véi bac.
Ong giét chau ngay lap tic.

Thang bé chui vao bung pho tugng.
Lao thay ran ndi khé:

— Cai gi lam chau sg?

— Ong Choi Mui vé roi!
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— Sao tao khong thay?

— Chim bay kéu oang odc... nghia la
c6 ngudi di trong rung.

Lao thay ran chay nhanh vé choi mé
nop chui vao, gia vd ngdy pho pho nhu
ké say ngu.

Ngoai ctia choi c6 tiéng ddm chan
thinh thich. Ldo Choi Mui chép miéng,
dén gan bép lta thoi [én. Ngon lua chay
bap bung. Lao ta dén gan cai ndp ng-
hiéng tai roi hoi:

— Ngu hay thuc?

Lao thay ran dap:

— Ai do? Toi... ngt!

— Thuc day néi chuyén choi!

Via lu dau ra khéi nép 1a lao thay
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ran gap doi mat tée Itia cia lao Choi Mui.
Lao thay ran nhin vé€ phia ctia choi. Bén
ngoai vang tanh. Lao thdy ran viing long
hon bao gid hét.

Trong céi hit dung cot con con ran
luc. Con ran da “trdm noc’.

— Nay gio ong anh di dau? — Giong
1o Choi Mui day nghién hén hoc.

Lao thay ran gia vo dui mat:
- To6i ngu...!

- Duing lay vai thua che mat thanh.
Hoéi nay t6i thdy cd mé vai rach trong
nép. Nghia la... 6ng anh di vang.

Lao thay ran hi€u rang co muu da
bai 16 nhung ct diém tinh tra 16i:

— Di choi cling khong dugc sao? Con
6ng anh? Ong anh chic di dau méi vé.
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Lao Choi Mui ttic gidn hiéu rang lao
thay ran dén day dé€ tim kho tang.

— DPuing lay vai thua che mat thanh!
Lao thay ran ai!

Lao thay ran dap:

— Ngudi ta vO rung. Ai cling song
theo ki€u riéng cua minh. T6t hon, anh
em minh nén thuin thido véi nhau, dé
phong bon giic Tau O t6i day... cudp
cta. Vay thoi!

Lao Choi Mui nhé lai: lao thay ran
xudt hién mot lic v6i bon gidc Tau O.

— U! T6i nu6i mot thing gidc Tau O
ma toi khong hay biét!

— Ai la gidc? Dling noéi bay ba!

— Pling choi niia, luc chay gidc ong
anh luon luon nén na trong choi dé nghe
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ngong am hi¢u cua co gai!

ba dén luc xung dot roi! Té ra lao
Choi Mui nay ho nghi lao c6 dinh ddng
v6i Nhung va bon gidc Tau O.

Dot nhién lao Choi Mui ding day di
t6i lui, giong buc tuc:

~ Ong anh t6i day dé lam gi cd thu
thiét. Bang khong thi toi liéu song chét.

Ké bén chiéc nép cua lao Choi Mui,
cdy mac kha dai nam do, lusi thép lap
lanh. Lao thay ran thay minh khé bé
chong cy néu lao Choi Mui thu cay mac
trong tay.

- No6i di! Cu noi, toi tha toi cho.
Cay mac sang ngoi nam gon trong

tay ldo Choi Mui. Lao dung day, cudi
mia mai:
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— Cu néi! Toi cho day! Phia sau he
nay c¢6 nam bdy ndm mo hoang. Bon
ngudi nhu 6ng anh nam dudi do.

Trong cdi hii dung cot vang ra tiéng
cua qudy. C9 1é con ran luc da hoi sinh,
tim cach chui ra khéi nap ha. Ban dém
lanh léo, néu gip hoi nong, ran trd nén
lanh le, hdng suc.

Lao thdy ran nghi tham:
— Da t6i luc minh ra tay.
Lao thay ran chap tay, ra vé hoi han:

— Da, xin 6ng anh tha t¢i cho, t6i n6i
that.

— Ai cdm 6ng anh néi sy that? Ong
anh t6i day tim vang ha?

Lao thay ran néi:
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— Toi san sang ndi that: bon gidc Tau
O cho t6i 1én riing dé tim kho tang. Toi
theo tAm ban do.

Lao Choi Mui sang mat 1én:

— Ban do & dau? DBua ban do cho toi.
Toi hia chia hai kho tang cho 6ng anh.

Lao thay ran noi:

— T6i dau de 6ng anh rong lugng téi
muc do6. Tam ban do t6i khong dam cat
gidu trong minh. Toi dé...

- P& & dau?

— Da dé€ trong cai hii dung cét cta
ong anh.

Lao Choi Mui chay nhanh dén goc
choi, m& nap hii ra réi nga ngua kéu ru.

Con ran luc tu trong hit phong ra,
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can ngay cuom tay ldo. Lao ta huoi cay
mac toan chém con ran.

Noc déc ngam vao co thé lao Choi
Mui. Ban tay lao tu ti buéng cay mac:

- D6 khon kiép!
Lao thay ran budc lui, mim cuoi:

— Tao khong can an thua véi mot cai
thay ma. Trdi ciiu may thi hoa may.

Lao Choi Mui té quy xudng dat, doi
mat 16 do:

— Ctu t6i gium. T6i dén on cho. Toi
dau cd toi tinh gi? Troi...

R6ildo ndm xu6i tay. Noi vét ran can,
lao thay ran thay mot dom den hién ra,
lan rdng. Ban tay ctia nan nhan tré nén
xanh cham doéng ddc. Con ran luc dén
gan bép ltia naim khoanh.
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Nhanh nhu chép, ldo thiy ran giut
cay mac. Lao Choi Mui ndi hon hén, doi
mat tu ti khép lai:

— Giét tao di.

Lac bay gio, lao thay ran da thay sy
dac thang. Trong giay lat nda, noc ran
sé chay dén tim, nhap vao phdi ctia nan
nhan, mdu khong con chdy manh. Lao
Choi Mui thd kho khe, hét néi ralsi. Lao
dén gan dong lua, lay ludi mac de nhe
1én dau con ran lyuc réi nam ngay c6, dem
vao choi, nhét trong hit nhu trude.

Lao Choi Mui nam dd, hét cya quay.
Lao thay ran so tay roi s6 chan nan nhén.
Lan da lanh ngat. Lao nghiéng dau, dua
tay sat nguc nan nhan. Nguc con nong,
con 4m. Lao nging dau lén. Bui toc cua
lao da dinh vao miéng lao Choi Mui. Cai
miéng ay da can lai 1an cudi cung. Khi
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sd 1én bui toc d€ gb ra, l1ao thay ran cam
thay 6n lanh. Noc ran gay chiing s6i dam,
dam da tran ra ddy miéng nan nhan.

Lao thay ran ung dung budc ra san.
Lao dén gan pho tugng tim nhanh cay
da thip nhat tréo 1én nhin qua d6i mat
thing. Bén trong t6i om om. Lao hai mot
cai nhanh kho quéng vao.

M6 14 kho 16t duéi lung thang bé
chuyén minh xao xac. N6 nghién rang
roi ti€p tuc ngay pho pho.

Lam gi bay gig?

Lao thay ran vao choi, nhin than xac
lao Choi Mui. Bong dung lao thiy ngua
ngtia dudi chan. Ngé 1a noc ran, ldo dén
gan bép ltia, xem ky: hang tram, hang
ngan con kién kéo nhau, xép thanh hang
dai, bo tu vach dén tay chan xac chét.
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Rudi bu lai nhiéu hon. Mé xuong thit lao
chac da béc mui hoi thui. Duéi anh lta
bap bung, lao thay ran thay hang tram
dom do li ti qua la loai ghé gém. Noc cta
nd lam r6m mdu 16 chan 16ng, lam chay
mau tai, mau mui.

Trong cai hit dung xuong, con ran
luc cua qudy. N6 hang stic khi can dugc
con moi ngon.

Tu néc choi, tiéng huyt gio6 rit 1én
doi ba lugt. Lao thay ran thich chi qua
chting. Lao dung day rinh mo. Trén cay
don dong, con ran lyc xanh lé bo t6i bo
lui, ngéng ¢6. Lao tho tay nam duoi con
ran trén don dong nha quo manh cho
dau no bi dap manh xudng dat, rdi bd
vao cai nép cta lao Choi Mui.

Ga rling gdy vang vang.
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Cai gdo dua & goc choi rung chuyén,
nghe lup cup. Thang bé da tiét 10 véi
lao: cai gao diia rung 1én vi c6 sgi day
ti pho tugng dng Té Thién nodi vao. Ban
tay thang bé dang giut day. Lao chay ra
san, di mot vong that 16n, dén con dudng
mon ndi lién ti bo song dén choi. Lao ho
1én vai tiéng.

Thang bé tui sau lung pho tugng chay
ra:

— Ai dd!

Lao thay ran néi:

— Tao! Thay ran.

Thang bé dui mat:

— Sao 6ng khong ngu trong choi?

Lao thay ran dap:
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— Ho6i hom tao vé choi, bi dudi...
— Ua? Sao 6ng Choi Mui du6i 6ng...

— Ong n6i dém nay c6 khach t6i choi,
ban chuyén kho vang, kho bac gi do.

— Ai t6i day vay kia?

Lao thiy ran khoanh tay trudc nguc,
gia bo ho su su.

— Tao muodn vo choi ngth mot giac.
Khong hiéu 6ng Choi Mui ranh hay
chua? Hay la 6ng khach nao do6 con &
trong choi?

Thang bé noi:

— D€ t6i hoi thu.

N6 chui vao lung pho tugng Té

Thién, ndm sgi day ma giut. Lao thay ran
cudi tham:
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— Bta nay minh khén qud. B tri
nhu vay thilam sao hiéu ndi. Vi trdi cho
hai con ran trong hit dung cot va trong
ndp con & lai cho ct. Thang bé 1a dia cé
phudc. Minh bat n6 lam dé tu.

Viia thay mat thang bé, 1ao thay ran
hoi:

— Sao? Trong choi con khach khong?

Thang bé noi:

— La qua! Moi lan t6i giut day la 6ng
Choi Mui chay ra. Dém nay khong thay
ong. Dé toi chay vo choi coi thid. Ong
dling vo.

Lao thiy ran ngdi dya goc cdy da,
chd doi. Lao van thuéc hut. Thoi khac
troi qua cham chap.

— Ong thay oi! Ong thdy oi!
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Lao thay ran ding day hoi:
- Cdi gi?
— Nay gio 6ng 6 dau?

D o6i mat thang bé tron tron. Lao thay
ran dén gan nd. N6 1a dia day du ban
linh.

Lao dap:
- O day.
— Ong hay biét gi chua?
— Chua!

— V6 choi ma coi. Ong Choi Mui cam
mao hodc trung thuoc doc.

— Troi oi! Ai danh giét 6ng?

Lao thay ran theo thang bé.
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Viia dén ctia, 130 thay ran lay tay che
mat, ra tuong so¢ hai:

— Troi oi!

Thang bé thuc giuc:

~ Sg qud. Ong vo truéc thit coi.

— Tao... s¢g lam. May... d6t 1tta 1én cho
sang. Troi oi! Ong nam duéi dat chic
la Ong 1é 1ét kéu ctu v6i may, ong chay
khong kip.

— Hen gi... hdi téi nam trong pho

tugng ma toi nghe co tiéng ndi chuyén
16n, nhu hai ngudi cai va.

Bép Itia chdy lén kha sang.

Thang bé dén gan cai nép cua lao
Choi Mui, trong nép thay ran nhét san
con ran luc.
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Thang bé nhin ddo déc:

— Cay mac!

Lao thay ran hoi:

— Cay mdc cua ai vay?

— Cay mac ctia 6ng Choi Mui. D€ t6i
coi... Ong Choi Mui c6 mit mat mén gi
khong?

Thang bé ti ti r6 miéng nop, mad
ra. Con ran luc phong téi, can ngay “ap
khau” thang bé!

Thang bé phui tay. Con ran phong
xuong dat chay mat. N6 thé hon hén:

— Rén! Ong oi rin nay hién hay dii?
— Tao khong thay r6 ran gi?

Thang bé cau may, dung tay nay 6m
tay kia:
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— Da chdu nhé khong r6! Ong ctiu
to1i!

— May cho tao biét la loai ran gi thi
tao md&i chay dung thuoc...

Thang bé ha miéng:

— Khong biét.

Bay gio 1do thay ran méi ra tay ctu
tri, e lau qua thi thang bé chét luon. Nhut
dinh phen nay thang bé sé mang on ctu
tt hoan sanh cta ldo dén tron doi.

— Vay thi may lén chong ma nam,
diing sg.

Noi xong, ldo dG thang bé dem lén
chong.

Thang bé trgn mat ndi phéu phao:

— Lanh tay rdi 6ng ci! Dom lén 1di,
ctiu toi.
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ba dén luc ra tay ctu chiia gium
thang bé mang on cdu ti hoan sanh.
Trong nhiing ngay sap téi, lao can nuong
tua vao nd. Lao md nop ra dua lai gan
bép lta, thio may goc dém. Lao dap
manh chiéc dém xudng nén roi ngling
tay, cii mat. Thang bé nham mat lai nghe
thi thao:

— M6t dua, hai dua, ba dua...

N6 khong con hy vong noi tai nang
cua lao thay ran. Lao dang tinh chuyén
gi bi mat chang? Thi du nhu chuyén giét
nguoi.

Giong thang bé nac én, 1an chét:

— Giét t6i luodn di!

Lao thay ran dap:

— Nin di, may oi! Nam that ni ctu.
May gan chét may noéi bay hoai.
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Lao thdy ran r¢ trén nén nha, bat
diang bay con rép bo vao miéng ma can
doéi roi nhé nudc vao miéng thang bé.
Rép la vi thudc cidp ctiu hiéu nghiém
nhtt. Gap trudng hop ran luc con chua
dt noc thi rép tri dut dugc, nan nhéan
song binh thuong. Tuy nhién dén mua
gi6 bic thoi lai rai, nan nhan trd binh,
xuong song nhtic nhoi nhu bi cat ra lam
nhiéu khuc.

Muon tri tuyét noc phai cho nan
nhan uong thém cu cé 6ng va phen chua.
Phen chua la vi khé ki€ém hon. Lao thay
ran mang san trong minh mot cuc nho
g6i trong miéng vai do d€ 1am tang thém
vé huyén bi truéc mat than chu.

Hudng vé tuong lai, 1ao thay ran thay

minh cin nuoi duéng thang bé diing cho
bao gid nd dut binh. Sudt doi, n6 mang
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mot ban an ti hinh treo néu xa thay ran.
N6 dau ddn, c6 thé chét.

— May manh réi do! Khé cho tao qua.
Mt trdi 1én cao... Cai xac lao Choi Mui
nam mot déng trong nha. Tao sg.

— Lat niia 1dy cdi nép quén xdc 6ng,
chon cho xa. Theo y tdi thi toi nay, hay lo
liéu.

- U

Lao thiy ran muén tim cach thao
tung can choi va pho tugng 6ng Teé Thién,
luc soat, dao x6i tim kho tang, ldo ra linh:

— Tao sg qua! May bo xdc 6ng Choi

Mui trong chiéc dém dé sau hé. Cho toi
nay...

Trong luc thang bé bd xac 6ng Choi
Mui, lao thay ran di ldn thdn ngoai sin.
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Thing bé khong ngan dugc hai hang
nudc mat.

Lao thay ran lam bam:

— Dung 1a, gan day hodc ngay dudi
nén nay c6 kho tang. Thang bé la dua
hiéu nhiéu chuyén!

Lao ra goc cay da, s6 vao pho tugng
ong Té Thién ngam nghia tling chi tiét.
Hai tay 6ng Té Thién dang ra, mot tay
cd chit Nhut, moét tay c6 chii Nguyét, hai
chi@ nay cham vao long ban tay chung
quanh cé vién hinh mat tréi tron va mat
trang khuyét ludi liem.

Thang bé tré ra.
— Xong rdi 6ng oi! Buon qua!

— Tao dau c6 vui. Nay bé! Pho tuogng
nay & cho nao? Hoi xua ndé & cho nao?
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Thang bé dap:

— Lam sao biét dugc? Hoi mdi téi,
chdu thay no & sau he.

— Cho nao?
Thiang bé cau may:
— C6 caéi giéng. Giéng can roi...

Biét thang bé dang phén van, lao
nam tay thang bé:

— Hoi cho biét vay thoi. Minh lo cho
ong Choi Mui yén mo yén ma roi tinh
sau. Tao gia roi. Hé gap kho tang, tao
giao hét cho may.

Luc cu ngoi dudi goc cay, run lap
cap. Binh rét ring hoanh hanh ldo ta
tt bon ngay roi. Tén Mach va Hai Tam
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nhan thdy: Luc cu chiang biét buia phép
gi ca, cu ngoi ma dn hai. Tén Mach budn
rau, muon tré vé rach Tac Cau dé trong
khoai cudc ray. Hai Tam thi thuong nhé
con Nhung dén ngay thd bay réi ma
chua dugc tin tuc gi cta Tu Ba. Tu Ba
din bon Tau O nhung tai sao chu chua
dam vao rung sau?

Hai Tam dot ltia, ngo6i nhai mé dot
choai r6i dem con rua vang thay vao
dong Ita.

Tén Mach dén gan, noéi khoi hai:

— Tui minh chic tré thanh con xa
niéng!

Hai Tam hoi:

— Sao vay? Xa niéng la con gi? Riing
nay co xa niéng a?
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Tén Mach noi kheé:

— Coi chiing... 8ng nghe! Ong... sip
thanh con xa niéng roi do.

Hai Tam vui suéng qua. Thé 1a tén
Mach da chan ché Luc cy, muon két phe
v6i Hai Tam, bang ct r6 rét la anh ta dam
noéi xau, so sanh Luc cu v6i con xa niéng.
Nhung biét dau tén Mach néi vay dé thu
long Hai Tam?

Luc cu bong nhién quat to:
— Mach!

Tén Mdach giut minh day lai. Luc cu
ndm xuong thé doc. Nhu thuong 1€, tén
Mach chay dén goc cay:

— Thua Luc cu... Mudi can ha? Dé toi
dét thém lua...
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— May dot thém lua roi lai day! May
diing 1am b¢... Tao ndm day, tao nghe
may nai tao la con... xa niéng. Tao la con
thua vat ha?

Tén Mdch bién sic, tim cdch chéi cai:

— Da, t6i véi anh Hai Tam noi chuyén
xa niéng!

— Thiét hay choi! D¢ tao kéu Hai Tam
t6i day hoi lai.

Tén Mach dung day:
— Dé t6i kéu Hai Tam!

— Khong can t6i may! May muon cdn
ddn trudc ha?

— Hai Tam lai day! Nay gio thang
Mach ndi chuyén gi?

Hai Tam dap:
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— T6i ndi chuyén con xa niéng 6 riing
U Minh nay cho thang Mach nghe.

- U! May ndi tiép. Néu tao nghe
khong suong 10 tai thi tao giét ca hai dua.

Hai Tam bia ra cau chuyén xa niéng
can cd theo mot giai thoai trong chuyén
Tau:

- Ring U Minh nay, hoi thoi Gia
Long tdu quoc, binh si cta vua Gia Long
chay lac v rling, nghe dan don cti ban
vé tai nan xa niéng. Mot 6ng quan téi
noi tim cach cttu dan. Ong ra linh cho
binh si mua rugu... mua that nhiéu cho
xa niéng uong.

Luc cu biu moi:

— May néi chuyén tiéu lam d€ béu
ri€u cai tat udng rugu ctia tao ha?
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Hai Tam tdc gian v6 cung nhung
nghi rang chua dén luc ra tay giét Luc
cu. Anh tiép loi:

- Da, xa niéng ua udng rugu lam.
Hom sau, quan si mua hang chuc hi
rugu nép, thi ngon. Ong quan ra linh
bdo quan si don cay vé...

Luc cu tr6 mat:

— May thay tao dau 6m, may ban
chuyén dm chi tao la ké gan v6 hom haz
Pon cay dé... dong hom.

Tén Mach phuc tham tai an noi ctia
Hai Tam nén phu hoa vao:
— Da, hoi ndy anh Hai Tam dau c6

no6i chuyén dong hom.

Luc cu tron triing chi tay vao tén
Mich:
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— Don cay lam gi?
Tén Mach néi buia:

— Da, don cay, chdt ra tuing khuc nho
cht dau phai cua van.

Hai Tam lién noi 16i tén Mach:

— Chat tiing khuc ngan, dé lam guoc,
thd gudc cd ngl kep 6 ngon chan. Hai
ba chuc doi gudc déo xong, 6ng quan ra
linh cho quan si di guéc ban dém noi
c6 xa niéng. Xa niéng chay lai rinh... dé
bat chudc. Hom sau 6ng quan dem may
chuc hi rugu dé & goc cay réi dem gudc
dé gan dd. Xa niéng danh hoi rugu, chay
lai gianh nhau uéng rugu.

Luc cu Idm bam:

— Xa niéng udng rugu cling nhu tao
gianh kho tang ha? Tao nghe tui bay noéi
xau.
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Hai Tam dap:

— Da... xa niéng udng rugu say roi
dén tim may chiéc gudc. N6 tdp tanh
di gudc nhu loai ngudi. Udng rugu qua
say, lam sao xa niéng budc viing dugc.
N6 té. Ma hé té thi lom khom ding day,
x0 chéan v6 gudc. N6 budc téi vai budc,
t6i luc lao may ha rugu dé uéng can. Xa
niéng gay go véi nhau, luc dau con dua
gion nhung lat sau, cd bon nhu moét Ia
dién khiing chang phan biét ton ti trat ty
gi rdo. Xa niéng con danh xa niéng me.
Xa niéng cai can xa niéng duc. Thé 1a vi
quan ra linh cho quan si cam héo nhay
ra dap tai bui. Xa niéng hodng chay vo
riing vap nga, nhiéu con chét tai tran.

Nghe t6i do, Luc cu van con nghi
ngo:

— May ndi tao gianh kho tang nhu xa
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niéng gianh di gudc udng rugu ha? Tao
nghéo tung, tai sao tao khong tré thanh
giau sang? B may ngudi c6 vudn tugc
dat cat & xu nay déu khon hon tao sao?

Su ¢c6 chap cua Luc cu khién cho Hai
Tam va tén Mdach chan ché. Da dén luc
Hai Tam chiu khong no6i. Gia cd ma ganh
ti vGi bon tré, thiét 1a tiéu nhon.

— Sao may khong ndi? Con xa niéng
1a ai? May bia chuyén dé néi xau tao. Tao
khong s¢g may dda lam phan.

Dot nhién tén Mach ra dau hiéu cho
ca bon ngdi im. Nhanh cay gay nghe rom
rop. Rung U Minh khong cé voi, cop di
chuyén ém 4i, chang gay tiéng dong. Vai
con diéc bay nhanh, v6 canh phan phit.

Luc cy ndm mop xudng... khi Hai
Tam hoi tén Mach:
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- Givay?

Tén Méch lanh tay cao dong lua, rut
ting khuc cui ra. Pam lta ngon da bién
mat. Hai Tam quo tay xudng viing bun,
hét tling nam dat ust ma tat vao. Hoi lau,
tén Mdch khong tra 16i.

— Mach dau r6i? — Hai Tam hoi khé.

Tén Mach thd hon hén.

- N6 do. No di!

Hai béng ngudi luét qua rdng tram.
Duong nhu ho khiéng vat gi kha ndng.

— Ma! Ma do!

Hai Tam ttic cudi vi hai bén déu nghi
ngd nhau nhung chang biét ai 12 ai ca.
Hai Tam nghe mot giong hoi quen thugc.

— Cu di. Minh déy la anh hung hoi
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dau s¢g ma. May ndi bay hoai!
K¢ tri hd ma quy lac nay ben tra 16i:
— Ma n6i chuyén thi thao. To6i sg qua.
Giong khan khan dap lai:

— Ban dém riing nay khong c6 cop.
Néu c6 cop thi minh quédng cai dong nay
lam moi. Con néu gép ran thi co tao!

bung 1a lao thay ran, Hai Tam miing
khon xiét, & rach Ong R4y, Hai Tam da
hiéu ranh lao nay, trong ltic tranh gianh
con Nhung. Lao thay ran 6m yéu nhu
con mam. Hai Tam khong s¢. Lao ta
dén day lam gi? Khiéng cdi gi trén vai?
Néu khong c6 Luc cu va tén Mach, Hai
Tam da lén tiéng. Anh tin rang gitia dém
khuya tham u, noi xt la qué ngudi it ra
la0 thay ran cling tam quén mai thu xua.
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Lo thdy ran va ngudi kia khuét han.
Bay gio tén Mach méi 1én giong:

— Ho khiéng cai gi vay?

Luc cu dap:

— Chac la... vang. Ho t6i day trudc,
ho gdp vang.

Hai Tam biu moi:

- Lam sao c6 mot dong vang nhu
vady ma khiéng? Vang nang lam, ndng
hon da, hon sat.

— Bon d6 ¢ dau vay kia? Dau phai la
Tu B4, dau phai bon Tau O? Tao theo tui
n6 mdi dugc. Gdp vang roi chét, tao mat
rudt hon la ngdi ché dgi nhu vay, chét
lan chét mon.

Hai Tam thich chi vi day la dip may
dé anh ta theo chén lao thay ran. Anh
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giti bi mat khong cho Luc cu biét ngudn
goc lao thay ran.

Bay gio Luc cu tréd nén hang hai hon
ai hét. Ong ta ding day chéng cay gay, ra
vé chi huy:

— Im lang nghe tui bay. Néu tao gap
vang thi tui bay dugc hudng.

Hai Tam va tén Mdach nhin nhau.

— Ua! Tui bay khong di trudc tao?
Hai Tam di trudc, cam dao coi chiing.
Tén Mach di theo sau.

Lao thay ran da mat dang va budc
that nhe chang gy tiéng dong nao.

Vai tiéng ga gdy tu xa vong lai. Hai
Tam noi:

— bung sg. Ga rung gay, ché dau
phai ga nha. Tui n6 s¢g dong dao.
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— Ttc qua!

Vua noi, tén Mach vua tréo 1én
nhanh cay tram dé quan sat.

Suong xudéng mu mit. Gi6 lta man
suong, di chuyén luét khudt nhu miéng
lua rach nat roi va lai, chap chon che
khuat ngon cay, chim riing khong bay,
tiéng trung rén ri.

M6t dém Itia hién ra bén trai:
— Ngudi ta dot dudc!
Luc cu hoi:

— Thiét ha? Phai tui né khong? Hay
la bon ngudi khac?

Tén Mach dap:
— Khong thay gi hét, ong oi!

Luc cu ndi gat:
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— Hai Tam 1én coi thu.

Hai Tam dan con phan ng, tréo 1én
nhanh cay, dén gan tén Mach:

— Chod nao?

— Dom Itia chdy lan ra, chap chon.
Dung la ngon dudc.

Trong phut giay, Hai Tam nghi Tu
B4 da hen gdp nhau trong rting, sau khi
Tu Ba giai thoat cho con Nhung.

Ban nay ngudi noi chuyén véi thay
ran la ké hoan toan xa la. Vi sg chét cho
nén Luc cu dun Hai Tam di tién phong.

— Chu may c6 dao, lai gan do thi coi
ho dot duoc lam gi?

Hai Tam lan do tling budc, dén gan
ngon dudc. Lao thay ran dang lui cui lam
dau mot moén gi. Hai Tam nghe tiéng
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khéc sut sti nén hiéu la xac chét. Ké nam
dudi huyét la ké xa la, khong phai Tu Ba.
Hai Tam chd ho 1ap dat r6i mdi lai gan.
bung 1a huyét chon xac. Lao thay ran da
vO ¥, quén dui tat ngon ltia. Nho d6 Hai
Tam lan theo.

bén gbc cay da, Hai Tam duing lai.
Pho tugng cao nghéu khién anh sting
sOt. Anh chgt nghe tiéng quat to:

— Ai dd!

Viia rut ngon dao, Hai Tam vlia chay
t6i v6i y dinh tron ldanh. Mot bong ngudi
tu trong choi chay ra.

Tén Mach cau c6 ndi gat:

— Co6 gi dau! Hui cdi mui nay... mang
binh ma chét luon.

Luc cu ndéi:
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— May la con nit. Biét dau dudi xac
nay tui né gidu cai... ban do. May thay
Hai Tam dau khong?

Via luc ay Hai Tam xuat hién:

— Luc cu! Téi day ne! Toi tim dugc...
can choi nay dang nghi. Luc cu theo t0i.
Hoéi nay t6i rugt theo tui nd, tui né bd
chay.

Luc cu la ké da muu nén chua voi tin
Hai Tam. Ong ta ra linh:

— Mach! Biat Hai Tam cho tao!

Hai Tam chua biét liéu dinh 1é nao,
tén Mdach noi:

— Anh diing chéng cu.

- U! C6 gi ma chéng cy. Toi lac
dudng, t6i can choi ding kia. Can choi
bi méat lam.
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Luc cu muing quynh:

— Vay thi tao tha téi cho Hai Tam.
DPua tao t6i can choi do. Xac chét nay...
cua ai?

— Lam sao t6i biét dugc. Chac la caa
mot 6ng gia trong riing. H6i hdm qua.

Hai Tam va tén Mach di truGc. D€ dé
bé ndi chuyén riéng véi tén Mach, Hai
Tam budc kha nhanh, bé Luc cu phia
sau:

— Mach, chdé nay nguy hiém lam.
May cu dn hién & lanh la yén than.

Giong Luc cu can nhan:

— Cho tao voi.

ba dén gan pho tugng 6ng Té Thién,
cay coi thua dan, chim kéu riu rit trén
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tan cdy da c6 thu. Hai Tam phép phong
lo sg:

— Coi chting tui né ban tén tam thudc
doc.

Luc cu nhay dén géc cady ma nup
trong khi tén Mach chay t6i bam vai Hai
Tam:

— Pho tugng gi vay? Can choi & dau?

Trong lic Hai Tam ngo ngac, thang
bé xuat hién, ti sau lung pho tugng:

— Thay t6i mdi may 6ng vo nha.
Luc cu trgn triing nhin thang bé:
— Em di trudéc. Tui nay theo sau.

Thang bé cit budc, di kha xa, dén
gan ctia choi ma ngoai nay Luc cu van de
ddt. Chua dung chuyén kh6 ma Luc cu
da hoa ra tén hé.



476 | So'n Nam

Luc cu ra diu, bao tén Mach cho
dgi dé Hai Tam di trugc. Hai Tam mting
tham vi d6 1a dip may d€ anh vao choi
gap lao thay ran.

Lao thay ran néi véi Hai Tam:

— Tui nay loi hai khong?

Hai Tam quyét dinh:

~ Ong coi chiing thing gia. Thang
tré khong 1gi hai. Minh nén giét thang
gia do.

- D& cho tao.

Rai lao thay ran ngoat lia lia:

— Moi hai 6ng khach. Hai 6ng di dau
ma 1§ dudng vO riing nay. Lat niia, hai
ong v6i chu nay & lai dung bita com dam
bac véi toi.
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Vao dén choi, Luc cu that vong. Nén
choi cao rdo nhung vach phén déu thua
thét. Chu nha ngoi ti€p khach trén bd
vat tre op ep. Nhtt dinh 1a noi day chua
ai tim ra kho tang. Luc cu xin phép nam
trén bo vat cho khéde lung.

Thay khach da vao choi, thang bé tré
ra phia pho tugng.
*

Sau biia com trua, ldo thay ran goi
Hai Tam ra sau heé:

- D€ tao giét thiang gia Luc cu. Chu
may dan thang Mach vo riling choi.

Hai Tam hoi:

— Giét bang cach nao? N6 manh hon
ong do.
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- bting lo. Kia! Thang Mach dting
ngoai san gan pho tugng.

Anh dén vo vai tén Mach:

— Vui qud ché. Chua gdp kho tang
nhung cudc d6i minh da thay doi, téi
nay mdc stic ma ngu. Ra day ma xem
pho tugng xua.

Hai Tam va tén Mach ngam nghia
pho tugng. Nhung khi Hai Tam s& vao
thi thang bé chui ra.

— May ong té6i day, & lau hay mau?

Tén Mach lén tiéng:

— O cho vui vai ngay. Em t6i day bao
lau r6i?

— Chuing vai thang, ¢ v6i 6ng Choi
Mui, xdc mé6i choén may 6ng moi modce
1én. Toi tinh chiling vai ngay niia la roi
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khoi ché nay. G day 14y gi ma an.
Hai Tam lam d&u hiéu cho tén Mach:

— Minh v0 rling kiém mat ong dn
choi, lau ngay them ngot.

Hai ban tré vao riing sau roi treo 1én
ngon cay, hai ngudi ngoi gan nhau trén
moét nhanh kha to. Ho buo6n rudi rugi,
noéi chuyén rat it nhung thong cadm dam

da.

— Chan lam r6i. Hai Tam biéu toi
lam gi cho ranh ng doi? X6m Ong Ray
vuilam ha? T6i mudn cudi vg lam muén
kiém tién. Ne! Toi hoi thiét nghe khong?
Lao gia trong choi la ai?

~ La lao thdy ran dai tai, & rach Ong
Ray. Tinh co t6i day, t6i gdp Ong ta véi
thang bé hoi nay. Minh mugn tay lao
thay ran do giét gitm Luc cu.
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— Chting nao giét? Giét chua?
Hai Tam mim cudi:

— Troi ma biét, bon gia dé khoé hiéu
lam.

Tiéng ha vang doéi tu phia choi dua
dén.

Hai Tam giyt minh:
— Méch nghe gi khong?

Hai ngudi tudt xuong dat. Thang bé
tu goc cay da dua tay lén kéu ctiu:

— Chét r6i! May ong oi!

Tén Mach doa Hai Tam:

— N6 ham doa bon minh? Ai chét?
Guong mat thang bé tai nhot, n6 néi:

— Cai ngudi mdi téi do... chét roi! Bi
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ran can.

Luc cu thé phéu phao, dam s6i 1én
nghe kho kho. Lao thay ran nghiém mat,
noi véi tén Mach va Hai Tam:

— Thang Luc cu nay dang chét lam.
N6 bat budc tdi... diém chi kho tang. N6
ham he giét toi.

Tén Méch ding day néi:

— Xin thay diéu tri gitm dugc kho-
ng?

Lao thay cudi vang:

— N6 la con ran. Bon phan thay ran
la phéi giét ran. Chu em con nho tudi,
dling can dy vao chuyén ngudi 16n.

Tén Mach budc ling thiing ra san.

Luc cu l1a ngudi 4c nhung chua lam cho
ai thiét mang. Lao thay ran day luan ly &
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doi, néi diéu phai diéu quay, nhung lai
giét nguoi.

Tiéng tu va trdi 1én, vang ran ti bo
song Cai. Trong luc Hai Tam va tén Mach
hoi boi roi thi lao thay ran giai thich:

— Tui Tau O théi tu va hoai dé ham
doa. Chua bao gi¢ tui n6 dam vo rung.
May em cu 6 day v6i toi chon xac Luc cu.

Tén Maéch hoi budn, thay minh co6
don hon bao gid hét. Co tiéng khoc thut
thit. Thang bé chay vao tu bao gio. Lao
thay ran hoi:

— Tai sao khéc? May nhé 6ng Choi
Mui ha? Gia thi chét.

Thang bé dua bap tay ra:

— Hom trudc ran can t6i mot lan nho
ong chiia.
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Lao thay ran cudi to:
— May con tré, diing 1on xon.

No6i xong lao thay ran tu tii budc lai
goc choi, gid cai nap hit dung cét, roi day
nap thit manh. Trong hi con rin cya
quay nghe sot soat. Tén Mdach cam long
khong dau:

— Néu vay 1a Luc cu chét vi con ran
nay! Hoi nay toi thay...

— May bénh vuyc Luc cy ha? Méi
chan uét chan rdo vo nha la 6ng ta doi...
tao hai cdi hii vang! Tao & xt nay néu cé
vang thi ngudi khdc da dao x6i trudce tao
r6i. Luc cu khong tin 16i tao, chay lai ha.
D¢ déu, con ran nhay ra, can chét tuoi.
Chon le di. Bé v6i tén Mach! Hai dda bay
khiéng xac Luc cy, Hai Tam di theo dao
huyét.
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Thing bé cau may cam tuc. N6 biét
rang con ran trong hi la con ran cta lao
thay ran nudi nang.

Tiéng tu va trdi 1én, lién hoi moi lac
mot gan. Thang bé ding dua gdc ciy. N6
thay con nguoi chét sao dé dang qua; cai
chét cua lao Choi Mui va Luc cu lam né
suy nghi mong lung. Con nguoi gi€t con
nguoi, gi€t dé dang nho con ran luc. N6
dinh mot ngay nao do sé giét con ran.

Giong tu va vang rén. Hai Tam lap
dat 1én xdc Luc cy, viia lap dat viia trong
ngong vé phia cay cao nhtit.

— Thang bé dau roi?
Tén Mach sting sot:
— N6 méi day ma. N6 dau rdi?

*
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Chua tau Long Phi cho ngudi chéo
tam ban ra tan vam Cai Lén. May cudc
tham hiém vao tan rting sau do Tu Ba va
A Lau huéng dan chua dem lai két qua
nao dang ké. Tui Tau O hoi nan chi, bo
cdo riéng véi chuaa tau:

— Kho tim thay kho tang. Tu Ba la
dda hén nhat, cti mat trdi x€ bong la han
thoi lui vé mé song ma ngu.

Chuta tau Long Phi lat quyén lich,
xem nhiing trang chdét roi lat trd lai
nhiing trang dau. Tudi Hgi, sanh gio
Thin cua Ong ta, vao ngay Meo, thudc ba
Mi Chau bao vé. Mudn cho ba Mi Chau
hién vé bao mong, 6ng ta goi bon ho vé:

— Goi A Lau té6i!

A Lau xu6ng khoang ham ra mat
chua tau:
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— Xin chua tau chi day.

Chua tau Long Phi dén trudc ban
thd cao ngang dau.

— May lay Thién Hau Thanh Mau.

A Lau rén téc gay. Khi chua tau dung
dén nghi 1€ nay la c6 d6 mau.

Lay xong A Lau chap tay thua:
— Xin chua tau chi day thém.

Chua tau ngoi xudng chiéc ghé nho,
duoi bon hau thiép ra ngoai:

— May v6i Tu Ba déu c6 t6i. Pua con
gai kia c6 tdi ndng nhung n6 dugc tha.

Néi xong chtia tau Long Phi mo mam
trén vach, lay mot thanh guom, dat kinh
cdn trén ban tho.

A L&u thét sic noi bap be;
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— Thua chua tau, toi chua lam duogc
phan su...

— Nin di! Trudc khi ndi, may chd tao
lam 1€.

Trudc ban tho ba Mi Chau, tim man
nhiéu d6 buong xudng im lim. Chua tau
khan lam ram ro6i dung thanh guom nhé
khoat man. Thanh guom ay qua ci, lugi
ndm gon trong bao bang cay cii xi. Theo
tuc 1é bon Tau O, khi tau ha thay 1in dau
tién, ho sam mot thanh guom goila “linh
dao”. Cay linh dao ctia tau Long Phi da
cli sét, diéu 4y chiling to rang tau da sdng
nhiéu nam trén mat bién.

Thanh guom dugc dung nghiéng
nghiéng trong goc ban tho.

— Dém nay ta cau mong. - Chua tau
néi. - Néu thay diéu may man, ta tha
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toi cho bon nguoi. Dua con gai kia, ta
tha toi chét vi no la... con gai dang mang
thai. Ba Thién Hau lu6n luon binh vuc
dan ba con gai.

A Lau cui dau. Chua tau Long Phi
goi ho v¢ quan!

— Pua né lén tau. Dan dida kia xudng
day!

Chua tau ra linh cho Tu Ba quy
xuong. Chu cu quy roi chaa tau cho ho
vé quan dua chu lén san tau.

Tu Ba va A Lau bj tréi vao cay cot
budm I6n nhtit. Con Nhung dugc dan ra
1ai tau. Bon Tau O dén gan cot budm noi
liu lo. Dta té 16n tudi nhiat mang mot cai
vim kha to. Tu B4 that sac hoi:

— A Lau! N6 chém bon minh.
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A Lau cudi guong:

— Chua ddm dau. Duing néi chuyén.
Lat nGa anh em minh mdc stic ma noi.
Anh em minh tré thanh than thanh.

Tu Ba nhu tham:

— Chét thi chét. Minh coi tht cho
biét. Néu liéu bé khong xong, A Liu
noéi cho t6i hay. Anh em minh nhay dai
xuong song Cai Lén.

A Lau nhay mat, sg sét. Tén giac nhay
t6i tat tai Tu Ba. Tu Bé noi:

- Duing hon.
A Lau noi:
— Ttic chét di. Dung gay su véi nd.

Tén gidc budc qua bén nay, dap manh
1én dau A Lau. Hai ngudi ngdi im. Tu Ba
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thi cya quay hai tay. Bon chung budc
day hoi long. Thay vi ra stic btit tung sgi
day, chu c6 thé rut di tu tii mdt ban tay
ra khoi vong day. Dot nhién cha nin cudi
khong dugc. Tén gidc Tau O ray nuéc
trén san tau, mau nudc trang duc, xong
hoi nong. Pung la nudc voi. Va chung
quanh cay cdt buom, han vé mot vong
tron kha to, bao boc Tu B4 va A Liu.

A L3u cuoi:

— Anh gan thiét. Tui n6 lam 1€ té song
bon minh.

— Cdi ban thd hoéi nay dudi khoang
tau...

A Lau voi giai thich:

— Tho ba Mi Chau, ni than pho ho
tau bién cta tui nd. Tui nd gip con nguy
r6i. Anh em minh cd ndam dai trén san
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noi chuyén choi. Bay gid sg anh em minh
nhu 6n dich, chang dda ndo dam lai gan.
Néu khong xong, bon minh chiu chét...

— Khong xong nghia la sao?

— Khinao dém nay chua tau Long Phi
khong thay ba Mi Chéau hién vé mach bao
trong gidc mong. Bay gid minh la ngudi
cua ba Mi Chau réi. Tui no sg, con cd no
thi khoe lam. Ba Mi Chau la dan ba nén
ghét ké nao dem xdc dan ba t6i lam 1é.

Nang chiéu x€ dan, Tu Ba nam dai
bén canh A Lau.

— Mt trdi gan 1an rdi, anh Tu oil

Gigong A Lau méu mao, hai hang
nudc mat trao ra. Anh ta chui nuéc mat,
ngtia mdt nac lén:

— Chac chét qua! Anh Tu biét 16i
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khong? Ma 16i lam sao dugc? Tui no
16i nudc gidi bang mudi anh em minh.
Ngoai bién, tui né con khong sg, hudng
gi trong song rach.

Tu Ba dap:

— Troi t6i thi nglh mat. Lam sao c6
com an?

A Liu néi:
— Anh Tu doéi haz
— Pbi ché.

A Liu ngdi day, n6i v6i bon Tau O.
Lat sau chung bung ra mét mam com
gom thit nudng, tring vit mudi, ca cai
muoi. Don xong ching thap nhang vao
mot qua trung, roi dot gidy vang bac.
Tén gidc 16n tudi nhat lai xuat hién. Han
dung hai ciy sao thit dai ddy nhe nhe céi
mam com téi sat goc cdt budom.
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Tu B4 an ngon lanh.

bém xuong dan. Réng cay ban dung
dua gi6 thdi manh dén muc nhiéu cay
troc gbc nam dai trén bai bun. Tu B4 hoi
budn long. Phai chi khong cé con Nhung
thi cha da trén thoat dé dang sau khi
giét chua tau. Song vo lat chat vao man
tau. Chu nghi dén ké hoach duc thung
cho tau chim, v6i moét tac thép trong tay.
Chiéc tau tuy 16n nhung van yéu va mong
manh. Gifia may tdm van be la khodng
trong trét chai. Néu cao troc 16p chai ay,
nudc chay vao va pha ra mét 16 16n.

A LAau khan vai 1am tham:

— Ba Mi Chéau néu linh thiéng thi cho
chta tau nam mong... dung giét tui toi.

Tu Ba khong chiu no6i thai do hén
nhat ay:
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— Khan vai r6i cling chét.
A Lau dap:

— Anh Tu chua di bién nén chua hiéu
ba Mi Chau. Ba linh lam. Pang ltic song
gi6 nhiéu nho khan vai ma tau luét qua
khoi chim. Gdp con nguy, chuia tau dé
trén ban tho ba moét cdi linh dao. Hé linh
dao ay tu nhién lac lac hodc rét xudng
lam cho chua tau thic giac la anh em
minh dugc sdng.

— Ba Mi ChAau la ai?
A Liu noi:

— Chuyén dai 1am. Héi xua ba hoc
dugc phép than thong trong cudn sach
bi truyén gdp dudi day giéng. Ba ngoi &
nha lo dét vai. Cha ru¢t ctia ba di thuyén
ngoai bién khoi gip giong t6. Ba thay ro
rang trudc mat. Ba ra tay ctiu vét mic
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dau dang ngoi bén khung ctii...

A Lau bong ngung cau chuyén. Bon
gidc noi chuyén to ti€éng, ban cai. Ca bon
diing ddy huéng vé mé song. Tu Ba ngoi
day hoi A Lau:

— Cai gi kia?

A Liu lac dau:

— Toi dau thay gi la?

Tu Ba néi gat:

— Tui né noi xi x06 xi xao chuyén gi?

Bon Tau O vut ding day. Tl cua
khoang tau, ngon dén 16ng xuat hién,
treo ling lang dudi ban tay dda nti ty 4o
xanh. A Lau lac dau:

— Chua tau Long Phi sap lam thit bon
minh r6i. Ong ta khdn vdi ba Mi Chau
roi nam chad gidc mong.
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Tu B4 dap:

— Néu né mudn giét minh nhay
xuong song. Chét dudi song mat rudt
hon ma c6 hy vong dugc song sot. Dém
nay toi tdam hon moi khi.

Su xuit hién cta tén chua tau khién
A Lau s¢ sét, ngdm miéng. Chuaa tau
nghiéng minh quan sat, gat dau roi di
thang dén cot budm, ong ta diing ngoai
vong trang vé bang voi trén san tau ma
goi A Lau. A Lau tra 16i xong ben thuc
giuc Tu Ba dung day.

Vi chua hiéu y muén cta tén chaa
tau, Tu Ba chong cu:

— N6 giét ha?

- Khong dau. Cé tin miing. Chua
tau tin ba Mi Chau nén chang dam giét
hai anh em minh qua sém.
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— N6 nam chiém bao thay diém gi la?

— Toi nghiép t6i ma. Cai co hoai n6
nghi ngo.

Mic dau hai tén tl t6i dung dang
chua tuin lénh tén chda tau van ding
binh tinh.

Tu Ba hoi:

— N6 biéu anh em minh di dau?

— Ai ma biét. Dudng nhu n6 quy
trong anh em minh.

R6t cudc, vi t6 mo mudn hiéu thém
vé c6 tuc la lung ctia bon Tau O, Tu B4
diing day, vlia ndi viia cudi bat chap su
cO mat cua tén chua tau.

— N6 quy trong anh em minh theo
kiéu té than.
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Pria nti ty xdch cdilong den di trudc,
xuong khoang ham. Chua tau theo sau.
A Lau noi:

— Anh thay chua. N6 hién lanh nhu
cuc dat. N6 so anh em minh.

Tu B4 im ldng, budc that cham trén
san tau. Vai tén hai tdc cui dau khép nép.
Chu liéc xudng sdong. Nudc chay den
thui, 6ng anh nhu viing muc tau. Réng
cady ban rung chuyén, bay khi kéu chi
choe.

Chua tau quy xudng, goi A Lau. Lat
sau A Lau phién dich lai:

— Ong biéu anh em minh lay ban the
ba Mi Chau. Ba Mi Chau dang gidn vi
ong bac dai anh em minh.

Tu Ba vui long lay, lan tht nhut, roi
lan th nhi:
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— Pt chua? Do6i bung ma lay hoai
met qua.

Dot nhién, chua tau day lai A Liu va
Tu Ba. A Lau noi:

— Anh Tu, 6ng biéu anh em minh
diing nghiém cho 6ng lay.

— Lay roi giét ha?

Chua tau quy xuodng, lay ba lan. Tu
Ba va A Liu uén nguc kiéu hanh. Lay
xong, chua tau maoi A Lau va Tu Ba ngoi.
Hai dta ni ty dem hai chén rugu tran
day. Hai ngudi ty tién nang chén udng
can. Tu B4 néi khoi hai:

— DPiéu nay chac n6 giao cho anh em
minh lam chua tau!

Hanh dong cta chua tau cang luc
cang tang thém phan khé hiéu. Chinh A
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L&u cting thu nguoi. Chua tau 14y nudc
rtia mit, n6ildm tham. Ong ta quy xuéng,
gié miéng vai den trai san trén san.

Miéng vai den dugc gid 1én, kinh
can. Dua ni ty 14y tay che mat.

Thanh guom 10 ra, ludi guom nam
trong cai bao cii ky bang cay. Tu Ba hiéu
r6i. Hoi chiéu, trudce khi cau mdng, chaa
tau dung thanh guom linh trén ban tho
ba Mi Chau. Ong ta ndm ngt réi co 1é
thanh guom ay tu trén ban tho r6t xudng
nhu ba Mi Chau da chiing giam cho long
thanh ctia 6ng ta.

Ptia nt ty cam thé nhang, dot vao
ngon den trao cho chua tau, trong khi
dd, chua tau nang thanh guom trén hai
tay x4 ba bon lan. Ong ta day lai b6i r6i
nguong ngung. A Liu hiéu y, dem cai
ghé€ nho dé€ gan 6ng ta, dng ta budc lén
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ghé, khodat hai I6p man do, vang che ban
tho roi dé thanh guom nam xudng.

— Chii gi vay, A Lau?
A Léu néi khé:

— Thién Hau Thanh Mau tuc la chiic
vi cua ba Mi Chau, vua nha Thanh phong
cho ba.

Chua tau budc xuong ghé roi noi véi
A Lau.

A Lau ndéi vé6i Tu Ba:

— Chua tau cho anh em minh tron
quyén theo ddi mdt con sau than vua
xuat hién ra sat mé ho. Con sau doé 1a vi
ctiu tinh do ba Mi Chau sai xuéng ctu
giup chua tau, anh em minh di theo con
sdu roi bao cao cho chua tau biét.

Noi xong, Tu Ba gat dau chao chua
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tau. Ba dta nii ty xdch cai 1ong den soi
sang cho hai vi “thugng khach” buéc lén
thang.

A LAau noi:

— D& toi ra linh cho tui n6é dem chiéc
tam bdn t6i 1ai tau. Minh treo xuéng tam
ban.

A Lau néi khé:
— Tron luon nghe!
Tu Ba lac dau:
— Con c0 nay...

Bong dung Tu Ba nhé dén Hai Tam
va bon Luc cu trén riing. Hay la Hai Tam
da nhé vg nén liéu linh boi xudng dén
gan chiéc tau dé bao hiéu? Chu ndi to:

— Thtc hay ngu?
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Con Nhung e ngai chua ddm tra 16i,
Tu Ba cuoi gion:

— Ct néi chuyén. N6 sg chu. O! Rang
¢ thém vai ngay, day 1a dip may ngan
nam cé mot.

- Da, chau khong hiéu?

— Thoi, ngu di.

A Lau deo vao cai banh lai to tuéng
cta tau budm tu tu tudt xudng dé dang.

Tu Ba theo sat A Liu, chup cay cheo
lai.

— Chu cheo hay t6i cheéo? Chu chéo
thi dé hon va t6i khong biét cheo hudng
nao bay gio.

Tu Ba mim cuoi:

— Chu may cheo di! Minh gia v& chéo
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cham cham gan tau, vong quanh tau roi
tu tu cho chiéc tam ban v6 b, mé bén
rung.

Chiéc tam ban luét trén dong nudc
ngugc. Tu trén tau nhin xudng, that khé
phén biét dugc dau la chiéc tam ban, dau
1a khuc céy troc goc troi xuoi, dau la con
sau.

Tu Ba noi:

— Tao d6 cht may ba Mi Chéu linh
thiéng hay khong? Tai sao thanh guom
trén ban bong nhién rét xudng ctiu anh
em minh?

A Lau luéng lu:

— Chac la linh thiéng, ba Mi Chau
hién vé hoéa phép cho thanh guom rét,
phai khong? Ma chic 1a khong phai... Al
Hay la chuot chay.
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— Noi bay duéi khoang ham noi chaa
tau an & lam sao co6 chuot. Chiu thua
chua?

— Da, thua r6i. Anh cat nghia thi?

Bay gio Tu B4 mdi dat gid thuyét.
Bon lau la ding trén san tau thay bong
dang chiéc xuong hodc khuc cay hoac cai
be chudi troi sat mé bai. Trong dém toi
lam sao chung phan biét dau la that dau
la gia.

A L4u chéo manh, cudi to:
— Toi biét.
— Biét thé nao?

— Néu la ngay thudong thi bon no tri
ho 1én. Ngit vi dém nay chua tau cau
mong nén bon nd ludng lu. Tri ho lén
thi lam thtc giac chua tau. Khong tri ho
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thi rai xay ra diém bat lanh. Vi vay tui
no6 chi tré ban tdn om som ro6i diing don
qua mot phia. Chiéc tau lac qua chong
chanh, thanh guom dung ding trén ban
thd ba Mi Chau... 1é di nhién roi xudng
vi can thanh guom khd ndng. Chua tau
giut minh vi tau nghiéng, vi thanh guom
rGt xuéng gay tiéng dong. Ong ta bao 1a...
diéu ba Mi Chau chung gidm.

— Haylam. Cht may xting dang lam...
chua tau. Nay gio cheo giap vong chua?

— Da gidp vong chiéc tau roi.

— Ké né. Rang cheo thém mot vong
tht nhi d€ cho tui n6 biét anh em minh
la con vat tan tuy.

Gan hét vong thu nhi, Tu Ba ra 1énh
cho A Lau cho tam ban vao bai bun, sat
rang cay ban. Tu Ba lén tiéng:
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— Ai dé? Ai boi xudng dé? Dung giét
hai toi. Tui t6i la th vugt nguc.

ROi chu bao A Lau buong tay chéo
ngoi xuong. Chu ldp lai doi ba lan cau
noi trén, khi chiéc tam ban trdi theo
dong nudc rong. Chu nai ni:

— Ba con oi! Cuu toi.

R6i suc nhé dén Hai Tam va Luc cu,
chu noi:

— Luc cu ¢i! Hai Tam ¢i! Ba con minh
ne. Noi gi thi ndi, tui né khong dang sg
dau. Tu Ba day ne...

TU phia rang ban, c6 giong yéu 6t
vang ra:

— May 6ng oi! Con neé!

Tu B4 giut minh:
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— Ai ma xung con véi t6i? Chim
xuéng ha? G dau? Dot lta lén.

— Da, con ¢ day... Ctu con. Chd con
dot Ita. Hoi nay con dot lua roi sg qua,
nén con dui tat roi.

Pom Itia hién chap chon trén bai
bun. Mot thang bé ngdi cu ri trén chiéc
xuong, bép un chay lan téa khéi trang.

Tu Ba noi:

— Dugc roi em. Tat ltia di. D€ cho ¢6
vé huyén bi. Em 14 ai? Lai day coi.

Thang bé dap:

— Con & trén ring, s¢ chét, s¢ ran
can nén con chay xu6ng déy... tra thu.
Con sg qua... thay hai 6ng cheo tam ban
vO day. Con dam lén ti€ng vi hai 6ng kéu
tén Luc cy, Hai Tam.
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Thang bé dap, guong mat khong vui:

— Ho & gan pho tugng 6ng Té Thién.
Luc cu chét roi. Hai Tam & gan Ong thay
ran.

Tu Ba hoi:
— Thay ran nao?
Thang bé dap:

~ Ong thdy d6 gip ai la giét ndy dé
gianh cdi kho tang chua ai thay.

— Troi cdu t6i, phen nay...

Nu cudi hién hoa nG trén moi Tu
Ba trong bong dém. Chu biét chac con
nhiéu kho khan nhung dé vugt qua. Hai
Tam va con Nhung sé gép nhau. Ctiu con
Nhung la chuyén dé. Giét tén thay ran
no chua hdn 1a kho. Kho vang ctia bon di
than nha Minh néu gip cang hay. Bang
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khong, chd khong 16 14 gi réo.

Cong viéc trudc mat van la dudi bon
Tau O, giét tén chua tau gian 4c.

Thang bé run sg khi ting pho véi hai
ngudi la mat:

— May oOng ctiu toi.

Tu Ba hoi A Lau:

— Minh tré vé tau kéo né nghi ngo,
nay gid lau qua roi.

Thuia luc thang bé vo y, Tu Ba siét
cudm tay, xé vat 4o n6 nhét vao miéng.
Chu x¢é lu6n cai quan cta no6 dé lam sgi
day. A Lau néi:

— Toi nghiép no.

Tu Ba tr6i nhanh thang bé vao goc
ban:
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— Vi t6i nghiép ndé nén minh trdi no6

Thang bé gidy giua hai chan. Chu Tu
v0 dau né ma an ui:

— May dtng sg. Tao tréd lai gap may.
Tao cling bi tréi nhu may vay thoi.

A Liu ding sau lai tam ban, cdm cay
chéo ma lao that nhanh. Bon hai tac ngoi
im trén san tau, chua tau Long Phi dung
thang ngudi hai tay chdng nanh, gin cay
cOt buom.

— N6 lam gi vay, A Lau?

A Lau lan lan thay mot c6 gai bi tréi
vao cOt budém:

— Anh ai! NO troi...

— Chac la con Nhung. Héi nay, anh
em minh la vét t€ song cho ba Mi Chau.
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Bay gio t6i lugt con Nhung.

TU trén san tau, bon hai tac chi tro,
doi ba ngon den. A Liu run sg:

— Tra 161 lam sao?

— Thi chu may cu dé tao tra 16i. Minh
tim cach trd lai chd thang bé bi tréi ché.
Sang mai minh lén riing ki€m kho tang,
nhtt dinh 1a chaa tau thém tin nhiém...

Bon hai tdc quat to, xua tay khi chiéc
tam ban dén gan chiéc tau. Tu Ba héi:

— Sao la vay? Cho tui né biét rang
minh gdp mdt cai miéu linh thiéng, trudc
miéu hai con siu 10i t6i 101 lui, tui minh
téi thi sau lan.

Loi néi ctia A Lau duge chua tau

nghe chdm chu. Han bao A Lau cho doi.
A Lau no6i khé véi Tu Ba:



Vach mét chan troi | 513

— N6 cho d6 an dé ngay mai minh
xem xét ngdi miéu. N6 ndi rang trén ban
thd ba Mi Chau cu khua lup cup, vi vay
c6 gai bi troi dé... t€ song.

Nghe qua Tu Ba gidn s6i gan. Chua
tau Long Phi la ké viia tham, vlia 4c, viia
thong minh. Han muon khich 1¢ Tu Ba
va hdm doa khéo léo. Nhung Tu Ba da
nghi k¥ roi: cha sé lay doc tri doc, dung
di doan mé tin dé trt mé tin di doan.

A Liu chup gdi gao, géi mudi tii trén
tau thdy xuong. Chua tau khuyén nhu:

— Rang ma kiém kho tang, chac &
xung quanh miéu. Néu kiém dugc thi
cho biét d€ tha co gai. Bang khong c6 gai
phai chét.

Chiéc tam ban tl tt quay mii. Trong
giay lat, Tu Ba thay chap chon trén mat
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nudc nao la con ran, con sdu va mot mai
dao nao do. Thuyén cua bon cudp nay
c6 thé chim, tai sao khong chim? Thuyén
tuy to nhung sé chim néu bi choc thing,
duc ngay ch6 mém nhét gitia ké van, noi
trét chai.

Chiéc tam ban cap vao bai. Tu Ba
md trdi cho thang bé, roi néi véi A Lau:

— Tt bay gid cho t6i sang, chu may
kéo chiéc xudng ctia thang bé 1én bai, dao
16, bd xudng xudng lay bun 14p lén cho
né giong mot ndm mo con sau. Kiém vai
goc cay kho chat xung quanh ndm mo,
liéu bé lam kip khong?

— Anh di dau?

— Lam chuyén riéng. Chu may quén
rang trong riing cach day khong xa cé
kho tang va c6 ké tht.. Minh dep bét.
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Thang bé ngoan ngoan ving loi Tu
Ba. Tl mé song 1én ngo6i miéu cd, thang
bé van nai hang chuc lan:

— Ong diing giét toi.
Tu Ba dap:
— Tao giét may d€ lam gi?

Vai tiéng chim vang 1én. Thang bé
ngodi xudéng nam tay Tu Ba:

— Coi chting. Toi s¢g lam.

Tu B4 hoi budn rau. Néu bi ké la mat
nhay ra ddm 1én, chu khé bé xoay tré.
Vom cay trudc mdt hién ra, to rd tung
goc. Chu hai:

- Sg ai?
Thang bé dap:

— Da, s¢g ma bao oan!
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— Tai sao cho nay ¢ ma?
Thang bé cti mat:

— Hai ngudi chét chon tai day, chon
thiét can. Ho6i ham lam.

— Tao bat con ma cho may thiy. Dting
day!

Thang bé ludng lu:

— Hai cai ma chon chan dudng. Cho
khong cé co do.

Tu B4 budc nhanh. Mat dat mém
nhin. Thang bé xam mat:

— Ma do!

Tu B4 ddm manh. TU long dat, mét
lan hoi héi ham x6ng 1én:

~ U! Xac chét sinh lén... Té6i pho
tugng ong Té Thién chua?
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Thang bé khoc ntic né:

— Toi trén ra khoi miéu, toi tré lai
chac t6i bi 6ng thay ran giét.

- May diing lo. May ct noi la may
gap tao, tao bat may... Tao la... Tu Ba. Néi
cho tén Mach va Hai Tam biét.

— Kia! Pho tugng...

Hai ngudi ngdi xuong that nhanh.
Lan dau tién trong doi, Tu Ba mdéi gap
pho tugng cao l6n nhu vay.

— Bang cay hay bang da?

- Da, bang céy. Trong bung 6ng Té
Thién moi dém t6i ndm ngt. Hai con
mat cta Ong bi khoét, & trong dom thay
& ngoai.

— Lai d6 thu!
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Thang bé run sg, 6m lung Tu Ba.
N6 tudng tugng dén con ran luc ma lao
thay ran da nudi, mat né choa loa: hang
trdm con ran deo lung lang duéi nhanh
cay da. N6 nhd lai con ran. Cudm tay né
nhu rung roi.

— Da... ran duéi nhanh cay!
Tu Ba dap:

— Ré céy gtia! Ban dém ran khong
thay duong! Hoi ddu ma sg. May cu di
toi.

— Néu ai hoi, toi tra 16i lam sao?

— Tao c6 quen vé&i hai ngudi kia. May
noéi la Tu Ba ki€m ho. Néu gap lao thay
ran, may ngoi xuéng cho tao biét, tao
giét no.

Bay gid thang bé bat dau viing bung.
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N6 dén sau lung pho tugng md canh cua,
gay tiéng dong.

— Ong oi! Ong thay rén o
Tén Méch l6m com ngoi day.
— Ai?

— Tao la Tu Ba.

— Da... thiét chu Tu B4 ha?

No6i xong, tén Mach ra khdi pho
tugng, anh ta dui mat:

— Chu trén dugce?
— Hai Tam dau?

— Gid choi cho 6ng thay ran ngu.
Con toi ngu trong nay, canh chiing ké la
mat.

Tu Ba nhin vao phia choi. Bép ltia
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con chdy ngtin boc khdi. Chu ra linh cho
téen Mach:

— Kéu Hai Tam ra day!
Tén Mach lac dau:

— Thay ran trong ndp, con ran nam
trong hti. Cay mac nam dudi bo vat.

- Ditheo tao. Tao giét thay ran... Giac
Tau O tao con khong sg, sa gi thing do.

Tu B4 dén gan ctia choi. Gigong Hai
Tam quat to:

— Ai 362
— Tao! Tu Ba.

Cai n6p md tung. Lao thiy ran ngoi
day. Tu Ba nhin vao héc choi, cha y dén
hai cai hit nhd. Chu hoi:

~ Ong thay ran! Toi thim ong.
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Than hinh to l6n cua Tu Ba khién
130 thay ran hoang s¢. Tu Ba dén gin hai
cai hit nhé ngdm béo thay ran: “Tao biét
roi”. Lao thay ran nhin chong choc Tu
Ba:

— Moi... ong uéng nudc...

Tu Ba theo déi cay mac dudi bo vat.
Lao thay ran tho tay xuéng...

Tu Ba cudi khanh khach:
— Thay... ran...

Lao thay ran quay minh, chay ra cta,
té sdp xuong. Tu Ba cam cay mac lac dau:

— Chay di dau thi cu chay. Nhu vay
ma ciing doi l1én rling tim vang!

Tén Mach, Hai Tam va thang bé déu
muon rugt theo lao thay ran nhung Tu
Ba noi:
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— To6i nghiép no.

Hai Tam 6m Tu Ba:

— Con vg toi?

— Bi tréi dudi tau, an udng day du.
Chu em ct chd. Ngay mai, ai an ai thua
thi bi€t. Minh lam chuyén ma quan si
triéu dinh lam khong ndi: dudi giac Tau
O!

Noi xong Tu Bé xdch cay mac di vé
phia mé sdng véi thang bé. Nhung pho
tugng Té Thién hién ra sling sting.

Cht cam cay mdc, tréo lén vai pho
tugng chdt mot canh tay. Thé cay da muc
canh tay nga xu6ng. Thang bé kéu ru:

— Nhu vay c6 xtuc pham t6i thanh
than khong?

Tu Ba cudi gion, nhay xuong:
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— Hoi dau ma sg. N6 1a céi choi canh
thoi xua cua may ngudi theo phe Thién
Dia Hoi.

Ndi xong chu s& vao canh tay bang
cdy. Ban tay to 16n, tho so xo0e ra, gitia
long ban tay cé khac hinh mat troi. Chu
noéi lam tham:

— Cénh tay nay danh chim chiéc tau
Long Phi. Minh mugn vai than thanh dé
gi€t bon ma quai. May vac 1én vai cho
tao.

Hai Tam chay dén, mdt may nhén
nho:

— Chting nao chu tré lai?

— Chac la 3¢m mai. Dém mai moi
viéc déu xong xudi. Chu may & lai day
vGi tén Mach, coi chting con ran véi lao
thay ran. Néu con ran bo ra khdi ha, chu
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may cd giét. Néu thang thiy ran trd lai
choi, chi may bat troi lai dé€ do. Thay
ran véi con ran déu 1a tha vét, chd may
thuong xo6t nhe da thi chét.

*

Con Nhung ngoi bén goc cot buom
khoc rao nudc mat. Phia riing tram, bén
kia song, ting dgt may trang dam ngang,
bdo hiéu binh minh. Lyc binh trdi tting
dé, cham chap. Con Nhung trong cho
moi mat ma chua thiy Tu Ba vé. N¢ tin
rang Tu Ba dang ban ron bo tri gitp néd
thodt nan. Nhung hién tai, n6 sg tlng
chap.

Anh ndng roi t6 ro trén san tau.
Chung quanh con Nhung, cdi vong tron
vé bang nudc voi hién ra. Dot nhién bon
hai tac la to, chay d6 x6 vé mot phia.
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Chiéc tau nghiéng qua roi trg lai. Tu
khoang ham, chua tau Long Phi nh6 dau
lén... Mat han nhan nhé, den daa, doi
mat 16 do, nhudn 1én mét nhoc. Han da
thic su6t dém dé€ khén vai.

Chiéc tam ban cho Tu B4 tii bai song
ré nudc tién vé tau Long Phi. Chua tau
néi liu lo véi A Lau.

Tu Bd mim cudi, dua tay lén troi
nhu lam dau hiéu bdo tin mting véi con
Nhung.

A Lau tréo lén tau, ké do la Tu Ba.
Ho budc that nhanh dén ctia khoang
ham. Trong khi A Lau ndi chuyén véi
chua tau, Tu Ba dén gan con Nhung néi
to:

— Chdu viing long. Lat nifa chua tau
cho chdu lén bo.
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Con Nhung mting quynh:

— Lam sao chau chay dugc? Tui no
rugt theo.

— Khong dau. Hé chu biéu lam diéu
gi, chdu cud tuan theo. Gdp Hai Tam roi.
Hai Tam manh khée va thuong nhé chau.

A Liu goi Tu Ba:
— Anh oi! Chua tau méi xuong ham.

Lan nay, chua tau don ruéc ndong hau
hon. Ni ty dem rugu thit kho kinh can
dang lén cho A Lau va Tu Ba. Chua tau
nang thanh guom lén. A Lau lanh trach
nhiém thong dich:

— HOi hting sdng, thanh guom tu
trén ban thé ba Mi Chau lai roi xuong.
Chua tau tin anh hon t6i. Anh ct tra 16i
& trén bai bun cé gi la?
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Tu B4 dap:

— To6i thdy mot con sau, con sau do
song lau ndm nén nd... doi den. Biét nd
la con siu than, t6i bdo A Lau chéo theo.
Lat sau, con sau mat dang trén bai.

Chua tau tr6 mat:

— Sao khong 1én bai bun? Con sau dé
1a st giad ctia ba Mi Chau, né mat dang
ngay cho nao la chd dé co kho tang.

— Da, t6i gap mot ngdi miéu xiéu veo
cat bang 14, ké bén toi thdy c6 mo dat vun
lén.

Chua tau gat dau:
— Mi dao mo6 dat 1én...

Tu Ba thich chi tra 16i khéo léo, dé to
ra minh la dda té trung thanh:
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— Da chta tau ra linh thi t6i méi dam
dao.

— Con gi la ntia khong?

Dé kich thich su to mo cua chua tau,
Tu Ba néi kheé:

— C6 mot céi ban tay... 16n lam. Toi
chua dam dung té6i bai vi chua tau chua
ra linh.

— Pua ta téi do!

Bon hai tac nhdy xudng tam ban,
bon chiéc chéo nhanh vo bai bun.

Viia dén bai, A Lau hoi:

— Lam gi bay gio? Anh dinh gi€t chaa
tau? Khong dugc dau. Toi sg lam.

Pé hun duc A Liu, Tu Ba ndi gat:

— Toi chua giét chua tau dau! Con
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Nhung con ngoi trén san tau gan cay cot
buém. Té6i mudn liéu chét dé€ ctiu nd. Bé
1a tinh nghia ¢ doi. Toi thé khong bao
gi® bo roi chu may.

A Lau vdi thanh minh:
— T6i muén & gan anh.

Chua tau Long Phi hat tay do, bon
tén hai tdc nhdy xudng bai bun, cong
kénh ong ta [én vai. Ngdi miéu nho hién
ra, xiéu veo, vai tam la gtia che pht bén
trén. MO dat bén canh khién chua tau
chu y. Theo sy nhan xét ctia chua tau thi
day la dau hiéu do nguoi di tim vang dé
lai. Vong linh ba Mi Chau da mach bao.
Néu khon ngoan, néu biét tin 16i day ctia
thanh than, 6ng ta con nhiéu hy vong.

Chua tau dén sat bén miéu, hoi A
Lau:
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— Miéu tho ai?

A Lau hoi y kién ctia Tu B4, roi tra
loi:

— Thé con sau. Co 1€ vong linh con
sau d6 da hién ra, hdm roi, troi dén sat
tau.

Dot nhién chua tau quy xudng, lay
cai canh tay 6ng Té Thién, roi tho tay s6
Vao:

— Mt trgi! Con cdnh tay kia dau roi?
Tu Ba dap:

— T6i chua biét.

Chua tau Long Phi néi:

— bung 1a kho vang. Kho vang &
dau? Mit troi la chi@ nhyt, ban tay bén
kia nhut dinh c¢6 hinh mdt trang chi



Vach mét chan troi | 531

nguyét. Nhut va Nguyét hop lai thanh ra
ch@t Minh. Ttc 1a nha Minh, la di than
nha Minh, nhiing ngudi trung thanh véi
Chau Hong V4. Thoi, tré vé! Ta muodn
khan vai ba Mi Chau...

Tu Ba tho dai:

— Xin chua tau bay 1€ cung tai miéu
nay. Bi€t dau con sau than lai hién ra. Sau
than la sd gia ctia ba Mi Chau.

— Hay lam!

Roi Ong ta truyén linh cho A Lau:

— Pem c0 gdi lai day ma té than.

Tam tri A Liu that boi r6i. Anh ta
nghi dén chuyén bao cao ctia Tu Ba. Con
Nhung sé dugc dua tu tau Long Phi téi
trugc miéu. Tu Ba sé cong con Nhung
1én vai ma chay vao riing. Chting dé nhut
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dinh chua tau sé giét A L4u vi t0i thong
dong véi dbi phuong.

Khi A Lau cam céy chéo. Tu Ba cuoi
gion:

— Toi dau phai la dta hen ha. Téi
riing U Minh dé€ mang tiéng hén ha thi
t6i lam gi?

Bon hai tac chi trd 1én bg, theo doi
tinh hinh, A Lau quat to:

— Mo tréi cho co gai! Dem xuong
day!

Con Nhung kéu ru lén:

— Pem t6i di dau?

Bon hai tdc ao tdi, troi con Nhung
roi thong day xudng chiéc tam ban. A
L4u chéo that nhanh:
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— Tu Ba tim cach ctu c6 khdi chon
nay. C6 nén nghe 16i Tu Ba.

bénbaibln, con Nhung dugckhiéng
1én. N6 quy trudc miéu, ngo ngac. Tu Ba
noi:

— Lat nita, chdu gia bd 1én xdc ba Mi
Chau.

Con Nhung hoi:

— Hoi nho t6i gio chdu chua 1én xac
lan nao.

— Cai hoai! Néu vay thi cti ndi bay
ba, gam thét lén nhu oan hon ngudi nao
dé bi sdu an thit. Tui nd dau biét tiéng
An Nam.

Con Nhung nhin vao trong miéu.

Chua tau Long Phi lién xudng tam
ban, sau khi cian dan:
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— A Liu! Tao vé tdm rua sach sé roi
dem rugu thit t6i day cung té. May coi
chting tui nd. No6i vé6i tyi nd 1a tao chia
phéan nua kho tang.

Bon hai tdc cam ma tau ding canh
phong nghiém ngét. A Lau, Tu Ba va con
Nhung tha ho tro chuyén.

A LAau noi:

— Hoi ndy, chta tau ho nghi rang kho
tang & trén rung gan day. Khong lé minh
dan ong ta vo riing!

Tu Ba chot nghi:

— Tai sao minh khong bao rang cai
kho tang hién dang chon vui dudi bai
song hodc gilta long song? Pho tugng
nay bi chon, vi nudc chay xi€t nén canh
tay bi muc gay, n6i 1én mdt nudc troi tap
vao bai bun, trudc cai miéu. Chau Nhung
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nhé khong? Lat nita chau cd noi giong
khao khao, thinh thoang chi tay xudng
song.

Khi chuaa tau Long Phi tré lai, bon
lau la mang theo nao nhang, rugu va thit
nudng. Lé ciing miéu ct hanh don gian.
Chua tau va bon hai tdc déu quy lay. Tu
Ba noi:

— Nhung! Chdu cti lén xac!

Con Nhung run rdy vi sg sét:

— Cha oi...

Tu Ba noi véi A Liu:

— Chua tau dang lang nghe! Chu may
con noési lai ring xac con sdu hién vé... O,
Nhung, ngdy di chau, ngay cho that dai
roi nga lan ra, roi ngodi day.

Sau khi nghe hai ba ti€éng ngdy, chua
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tau rét rugu trao cho con Nhung. Tu Ba
thuc héi:

— Uong di chau. Uong roi ndi bay noi
ba cling dugc. Nhé chi ngoén tay vé phia
ngoai song.

Con Nhung bat dau say rugu. Vang
theo 161 Tu B4, né quo tay trong khi A
L4u bat dau thong dich lai:

— Thua chua tau! Day la vong hon
ctia mdt ngudi bi sau an thit. Ngudsi do
song khong noi nuong tya xuong cot roi
rét, may thay nho 6ng Té Thién che chd.

Chua tau quy xudng lay con Nhung:

- Ong Té & dau?

Tu Ba day cho A Lau noi:

~ Ong Té & duéi thuy dong.
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Chua tau hoi:

— Tl day dén thtay dong con bao xa?
Nhung dap:

— Gan lam.

Tu Ba khéo trinh bay thém:

— Gan chiéc tau, kho tang & thuay
dong c6 ong Teé Thién git gin. Dém nay
néu chaa tau khan vai ta thi ta chi cho,
dem mon gi cho ta an, ta ngoi tai day dé
giup chua tau.

Theo 1énh chua tau, Nhung dugc an
udéng tai miéu. Chua tau cho nam tén
khac nhdy xudng song Cadi lan that sau
dé tim pho tugng 6ng Té Thién. Chua
tau goi A Lau, Tu Ba dén:

— T6i nay ta caing mot lan ntia. Tu B4
sé tinh 1é nao? Kho tang & dau?
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Tu Ba nadi:

— Chac 1a con siu than cta ba Mi
Chéu noi lén dé€ diém chi noi chon gidu
kho tang. Ai ddm di theo con sau do bay
gio?

Chua tau Long Phi gat gu:

— Tu Ba véi A Lau giup ta. Ta dén on
xung dang.

Noi xong, chia tau thic hoi bon hai
tdc dua Ong ta 1én tau. Hai tén hai tac
cam ma tau ngdi dya goc cay ma ngu git.

A Lau hoi:
— Chting nao minh tron?
Tu Ba cudi to:

— Tron la hen. Khong gép kho vang,
it ra minh ciing giét dugc vai chuc dua
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gian dc. Giét ké gian tic la minh tich tri
vang bac cho con chdu hudng doi doi.

Nhung lac dau:

— Chu Tu lo liéu, chti theo y chua tau
mudn giét bon minh. Khong tim dugc
kho tang thi ngay mai ngay mot, né bat
budc bon minh lan hyp lam moi cho ca
sau... Néu tim dugc, no giét bon minh dé
sang doat.

Pay la lan dau ma Nhung ndéi nghe
dugc. N6 da khon ngoan va hiéu rang
luat dudng riing la manh dugc yéu thua.

A L3u noi:
~ Y ctia Nhung la trén... dé song.
Tu Ba dap:

— Tron chua at la song. Va hung bao
nhu chda tau cling chua at s6ng dai.
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Hai tén hai tac givt minh didng day,
noéi voi A Lau:

— Cé ai rinh sau miéu!

Tu Ba chgt nhé dén thang bé. N6
di mot minh, that lac. N6 chua gap chu.
Chu néi:

— A Lau! Biéu hai thang do6 vo riing
rinh xem.

Nhung hai tén no lam sao ddm di xa.
Chung khuyén Tu Ba vo6 rting véi dieu
kién la d€ Nhung & lai lam con tin.

Cha Tu nhé dén Hai Tam, lao thay
ran, tén Mach va ca hi dung cot, trong
dé cé ran noc dang lam le phun doc. Ké
thtt 6 ngoai danh vao, ¢ trong danh ra.
Chd ndi:

— Lat chiéu to6i trd lai.
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Lao thdy ran di lang thang trong
ring, khong ngdé Tu Ba xuat hién dot
ngét. Tu Ba 1a ai? Dudng nhu Hai Tam
c6 quen vdi Tu Ba.

Lao thay ran khong du stic treo lén
ngon cay dé rinh nup va quan sat nhu
con ran rinh méi. Lao di tho than, nham
theo huéng mé song Cai véi y dinh:

— Minh t6 gidc v6ibon hai tac, néu bi
chung bat. Theo bon hai tac thi minh chia
chut it vang bac, ché & 14n thén tai day,
chua chac Tu B4 dung tha tanh mang.
Nhung theo bon cuép la hanh dong tao
bao, liéu linh. Rot cudc, chi con bai toan
chét la tré vé choi, tham pho tugng Té
Thién dé van xin long thuong hai cua
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Hai Tam, lam ké ly gian dé€ Hai Tam, Tu
B4 khong thudn thao véi nhau.

Lao da thay dang con Nhung lic bon
hai tdc dot nha & mé song.

Pho tugng Té Thién hién ra trudc
mdt. Lao thay ran ding 14p 16, thiy Tu
Ba chay trd vé mé song véi thang bé.

Lao budc chiam rai vao choi. Tén
Mich kéu to:

— Hai Tam, Ong trd lai.
Hai Tam sting sot, ndi véi tén Mach:

— Anh em minh diing bo nhau. N6
trd lai d€ giét ludon anh em minh do.

Thay Hai Tam dung rinh sat vach,
lao thay ran cét tiéng:

— Hai Tam! Tao gia r6i. Tao tro lai
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may bi gat.

Hai Tam van dé phong:
— Gat chuyén gi? Ai gat?
Lao thay ran ndi to:

— Con Nhung!

— Nhung gat t6i? Lam sao c6 chuyén
vO ly nhu vay dugc?

— Khong dau. Tao chua ndi ra, tao sg
may khong tin 16i tao. Tao séng t6i tudi
nay ro6i ma khong de. May tin tao thi tao
méi noi. Bang khong, tao 1én rling séng
mot minh nhu con xa niéng, con khi...

Hai Tam hoi run giong:
— Bac cu noi. Toi tin 16i bac.

Lao thay ran nghiém nét mat:
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— Chang 1é tao ndi chuyén x4du hé
ctua dan ba con gai cho ngudi khdc nghe.

Hai Tam noi véi tén Mach:

— bay la chuyén tam su riéng, cha
may dling nghe. D€ tao ndi véi lao ta.
Lac lam nguy, tao tri ho lén, chu may
chay t6i ctiu ciing khong mudn.

Tén Mach ra ctia choi budc vé phia
pho tugng ong Té Thién. Trong khi do,
lao thay ran cham chu nhin vao cai hi 6
goc choi.

Hai Tam cuoi:

— Bac ngoi trén vat. Bac ndi con
Nhung da... hu than r6i ha?

Lao thay ran ung dung dén bo vat va
lua chon vi tri gan cdi hit. Lao nghe tiéng
con ran cya quiy yéu 6t.
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— Tao mét lam. Con Nhung khong
hu than ma cling khong chét.

— Nhu vay la sao?

Hai Tam tr6 mat, dén gan lao thay
ran. Lao can nhan:

— May nong nay qua, tao khong dam
noéi dau.

Hai Tam lac dau:
— Xin 16i bac.
— May ngo6i im tao mdi ndi.

— Tao di lang thang ra b6 song Cai
kiém xudéng “qué giang” vé€ rach Ong
Ray. Tao gdp ma. Dé dau tao nghe r6
giong nodi cua Tu Ba: “Ai do6!” Tiép theo
la tiéng con Nhung kéu ctiu: “Anh Tu oi!
Anh khong thuong em, anh bo em, anh
chay di dau?”
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Hai Tam da mat binh tinh. Anh hoi:

— Tu Ba bay gi¢ 6 ddu? Nhu vay chac
1a toi ty tt cho d& nhuc. Tat cd moi ngudi
déu khén nan.

Lao thdy ran ndi nhanh:

- 0... gan cai ma cua Luc cu va Choi
Mui. Ho6i nay di ngang, tao thay dudng
nhu ho nam gin nhau, bén goc cay.

Hai Tam chay ra cta. Khong bo 16
co hoi, lao thay ran dén géc choi, nang
cai hii 1én, buéc theo Hai Tam. Hai Tam
nhin vé phia trudc sap stia chay.

Ban tay lao thay ran tl tu gid nap ha.
Lao qudng cdi hii sau lung Hai Tam.

Hai Tam day lai. Con ran bo ra. Hai
Tam té xudéng 6m ban chan:

— Mach oi! Mach!
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Lao thay ran chay vé phia mé song
v6i y dinh dau hang bon gidc Tau O. Bon
chung sé tin 16i lao vi lao da giét dong
ban.

Phia sau, co ti€ng quat to:

— D6 bat nhon! Tao rugt téi d!

Lao bén chay vong qua bén phai, dén
khu rting tram sinh lay. Tén Mach da mat
dang. Lao nghe hoi gi6 thdi mat lanh tu
phia mé song.

Pén gan bai bun, lao ngoi xudng lay
hoi.

Dot nhién, 1ao nghe tiéng hoi:
— Ai do?

Tiéng hoi cua dda bé, giong quen
thudc, tuy nhién lao ct tra 10i:
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— Tao! Dtia nao dd, cti xung tén.
— Da, t6i, thang bé! Bac la... thay ran?

— Dlng néi 16n. Tao giét may bay
gio. Lai day vdi tao.

Thang bé tli ngon cay ban tudt xudng,
1ao hoi:

— Hoéi nay may di v6i Tu Ba?

— Da... Tu Ba trdn roi. Xuong tau ctia
tui cudp bién roi trd 1én miéu.

Lao thay ran van chua hiéu.

—Tao & cai choi... trén nén miéu. Pau
co Tu Ba?

— Khong, cai miéu 6 mé song. Bon
Tau O dong lam, cAm ma tau, cdm doan
dao nhu dé€ té than.

Lao thay ran suy nghi:
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— Hay la tén thay ran mang xa nao da
xudt hién tai riing U Minh? Minh téi do
do thti d€14p cong, mugn tay bon Tau O
dé giét Tu Ba...

Thang bé ngdi im va cét giong:

- Kia... bac oi! Ong oi! G mé song,
tui no6 thap dudc. Dong lam.

— May bo t6i dé coi giim ro6i trd lai
cho tao biét. Néu bi bat thi ¢t dan ho vo

rung t&i pho tugng Té Thién. May ra may
dugc chia cua.

Thang bé hoi ngac nhién, khong dé
cai miéu lai dugc trang hoang, cé nhang
khoi, c6 dén chong.

Tu B4 diing chong nanh nhin vé mé
riing. N6 dua tay ngoat.

Tu Ba dén gan no.
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~Cégila?
Thang bé day lai phia sau, tting chap:

— Lao thdy rdn con... dau day. Ong
giét Hai Tam rdi. Ong cho rén cin Hai
Tam. Ong bit budc téi ra day vé6i ong
dé... theo phe giac Tau O.

Hai Tam chét. Tu Ba hoi budn vi
chu khong lam tron phan su doi véi con
Nhung. Dang ly ra chu di theo thang bé
dé giét 1ao thay ran. Nhung gi¢ da dén
nudc nay, néu lo trd moi thu riéng thi hu
viéc 16n.

Chu noi:

— May theo tao. May dan c6 gai nay
vé choi. Bting cho ¢6 biét Hai Tam da
chét.

— Kho qua. Lam sao t6i giau chuyén
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dé dugc?

— Dua c6 vd trong rudt pho tugng
Té Thién bao nam trong dé ma chd tao.
Nhé di vong quanh diing cho lao thay
ran theo doi.

Néi xong, Tu Ba dén gan miéu danh
thuc tén hai tac dang ngt guc:

— Thtic day, ngu hoai sao?
A Lau hoi:

— Minh lam gi bay gio?
Tu Ba dap:

— Coi chting thang kia.

Nhanh nhu chép, Tu B4 giut cay ma
tdu chém tén hai tac. Han dua tay 46 va
canh tay bi rung. Tén hai tdc kia mé mat,
liéc nhin A Lau. Tu Ba chay t6i chém
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ngay c6. Hai thanh ma tdu cham vao
nhau tde lua.

Con Nhung cua quay véi y dinh chay
tron.

Con Nhung kéu ru:
- Chu oi!

Nhung Tu B khong tra 16i. Hai nhat
ma tau boi theo da két liéu cudc doi hai
tén hai tdc. Con Nhung dén gan chu, 6m
that chit:

— Chu oi... S¢ qua.
Tu Ba cuoi gion:

— Chdu gidi qud. Khi ngudi ta muodn
song thi chang c6 thi day nao tréi dugc.
Bé!

Thang bé chay téi:
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— Thua ong...

— Pua c6 nay vo trong... bung 6ng Té
Thién. Tao di day. Tao lay cay mac nho,
dé€ an thua véi tui n6. Nhé nam ngu trong
bung 6ng Té Thién, coi chiing thién ha
dom ngo.

Con Nhung van nai ni:

— Chau muodn theo chu. Phai chi ¢é
Hai Tam...

Bong dung Tu Ba cti dau dau xot.
Cht noi khé:

— Nhung... chdu di theo thing bé vo
rung cho yén than. Lat ntia, 6 day xdy ra
nhiéu chuyén 16i théi lam. T6i mtic nay
ma chét thi udng.

— Sg... chu kho thoat.

— Chéu & day lam chu bin rin. Chu
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phai chéo tam ban ra ngoai song, giad lam
con sdu than. Chu phai lan xuéng nudc
dé cay cho tréc chai trét thuyén.

Con Nhung va thang bé lam lai vao
riing, trong khi Tu Ba ra linh cho A Lau
dot hai dong lua.

Viia di, thang bé viia do tting budc.
N6 mai lo s¢ vi ldo thay ran con an nap
dau day. Con Nhung cti héi tting chép:

— Vé dau vay, chu em?

— Vé choi ¢ gilia riing.

— Ghé vay, trong choi c6 ai khong?
— C4... tén Mach.

— Tén Mdch nao? Con Hai Tam?

Thang bé béi roi, chua biét tra 16i thé
nao cho gon. N6 ta hinh ddng tén Mach
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va cho biét Luc cu da chét vi lao thay ran.
Con Nhung vut ngéi xuong:

— Chi khong dam vo6 choi dau. Lao
thay ran ac doc lam. Thoi, dua chi tré ra
me song.

Thang bé hoi miing vi néu c6 gai nay
vao choi, gdp cai xac ctia Hai Tam thi that
la kho xti.

— Ra mé song thi bi ray, chi oi. Chu
Tu can dan t6i dem chi vo trong bung
ong Té Thién. Cai 6ng Té Thién bang cay
bi chdt mot tay dem ra ngoai miéu.

— Trong dé cé ran khong? Néu lao
thay ran rinh san trong do thi chac la chi
em ta phai chét.

Sau rét, thang bé va con Nhung déu
dong y dung lai gitia rting. Dém vé khu-
ya, con Nhung ngoi dua lung vao géc cay
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ma ngu thiép. Thang bé tréo 1én ngon cay
dé quan sat.

Phia ngoai song Cai Lén, ti€ng tu va
thoi lén. N6 dém ky: c6 tat ca sau ngon
den, nhiing ngon den lung lay, m¢t ngon
den nga xudng tu tl, gan sit ngon cay
ban, vuon 1én r6i mit han. Miy ngon
den con lai di chuyén vé phia vam bién
that nhanh.

N6 da hiéu: mot chiéc bi danh chim.
Tu Ba da thanh cong. Con Nhung giut
minh kéu to:

— Em bé ail
Thang bé tudt xuong, n6i nhanh:

— Tau chim ro6i! Minh ra ngoai mé
song thi xem.

Hai nguoi nam tay nhau, tuy mu6n
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di that nhanh, nhung cay cdéi che khu-
at trudc mat. Bén mdt, bén trai, phia
trudc... dudng nhu day bong ngudi va
tiéng dong. Ho nam xudng, roi chay qua,
chay lai. Vai anh ltia chap chon. Mua roi
lac dac khién chim riling v6 t6.

Mot dang ngudi manh khanh ding
sting truéc mdt thang bé. N6 va con
Nhung ngdi xuéng mdot lugt. Ngudoi ay
noi to:

— Ngu6i hay ma.

R6i quay mat. Thang bé lanh tay chup
moét nhanh cay khé ném manh. bung la
lao thay ran.

Cho khi lao thay ran khuit dang,
thang bé noi véi Nhung:

— Vé choi chi 0i. Bon Tau O chay ra
bién roi. Lao thay ran chay tron roi.
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Con Nhung cang boi réi hon:
— Sao em biét? Lao thay ran & dau?
Thang bé noi gat:

— Chu Tu Ba kho tanh lam. Dling cai
16i.

Viia dén choi, thang bé sting s6t khi
nghe tén Mach lén tiéng:

— Ai d6! Bé phai khong?
Théang bé hoi:

— Toi day? Ai 6 trong choi?
- Tu Ba.

Tu Ba chay dén gan pho tugng Té
Thién, don Nhung, giong ndi nghen
ngao:

— Chau oi! Chu danh chim mot chiéc
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tau, bon hai tac chét chim vo so, con lai
chay ra bién. Nhung ma... Hai Tam chét
rOi.

Con Nhung chay vao choi, 6m lay xac
Hai Tam. Thang bé dot lta Ién cho séng.
Tu Ba dung yén, thang bé giai thich:

— Hoi chiéu, lao thay ran loan tin bay
ba khién Hai Tam chay ra san. Thua luc
do, lao thay ran md nap hia cho ran luc
phdng ra.

Tu Ba tré6 mat:
— Noéi bay ba 1a noi diéu gi?
Thang bé moi Tu Ba ra sau:

— Xin 10i... 6ng. Lao thay ran noi cho
Hai Tam biét rang chu ldy con Nhung
lam vg. Vi vay Hai Tam ttc gian quén dé

phong.
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— Thoi! Chuyén cii roi. May diing noi
cho ai nghe. Chd chén xac Hai Tam roi
hay hay.

Tu phia pho tugng Té Thién, mot
bong ngudi tii trong rudt pho tugng chay
vut ra.

Tu Ba hiéu dé la 1ao thay ran. Chu
tim c0 lao ta siét manh.

Lao kéu van:
— Téi nghiép, cho t6i song véi chu.

Tu B4 muon dua lao thay ran vao
choi bat budc lao ta thu nhan toi 16i.
Nhung dé lam gi? Chu ti tii budng tay:

—Laoveé di. bling § xt nay nita. Minh
gi€t nhau nhiéu qua rdi. Lao & dau?

~ Truéc kia t6i & rach Ong Ray.
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— V€ ndi lai rang, con Nhung con
song va c6 chong. Chiling vai thang niia,
noé veé... Nay gid, lao & dau? Ndi thiét, toi
tha toi cho.

— T6i 6 mé song, thay tau chim.

~ Pi di! Bin rin gi nita? G day lam gi
cd vang. Bat qud la c6 mdt bai hoc nhon
tt ma thoi.

Lé di nhién, Tu B4 va Nhung thanh
vg chong. Ho bd nén choi, x6 nga pho
tugng 6ng Té Thién roi dén vung Chac
Bang dé cuoc ray khoai mi.

Tén Mach trd vé Tac Cau, vao chua
ma tu.
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Thang bé xin theo vg chdng Tu Ba.

Nhung c6 diéu tré tréu la tén tudi Tu
B4, con Nhung khong dugc ai nhac nhé.
Dan dia phuong cti nhac nhé dén chién
cong ctia quy than da danh chim tau.

Hién nay, truéc khi dén vung U
Minh, tli phia bién di vao, nhin trén ban
do, chung ta thay mot dia danh chanh:
Nga ba tau, va mot dia danh phu: Cai
Tau.

Tau tic 1a chiéc Tau O. C6 1é xua
kia tau Long Phi bi chim dau dé va bon
hai tdc néu khong chét dudi thi chay vao
runglan hoi tré thanh con dan Viét Nam.












