Twong Niém « Sau Léo »

Lio Ngoan Pong

Hinh anh cudi ciing ciia twéng NGUYEN NGQC LOAN

Sau Léo dugc nhic téi ¢ ddy khong phai Sau Leéo cua TVTS ma 1a “Sdu Léo” Nguyén Ngoc Loan, vi cyu
Tu Lénh Pho Khong Quén kiém Tong Giam Doc Canh Sat Quéc Gia cua Viét Nam Cong Hoa trude day -
nguoi vira qua doi vao ngay 14. 7. 1998 tai Hoa Thinh Pon.

(Hon danh “Sdu Léo” la do cac nha bao Sai Gon dat cho Dai Ta NguyNén Ngoc Loan khi ong nim gii
chtc vy Tong Giam Poc Cacenh Sat Quoc Gia dudi thoi chinh phi Nguyen Cao Ky).

Cho téi nay, m01 lan nhac t6i thiéu tuéng Nguyén Ngoc Loan (6ng giai ngii voi cip bac thiéu tudng),
nguoi ngoai qudc lai nhé tAm hinh chup 6ng dich than xuce tuee mot tén dic cong VC trén duong phd Sai
Gon hoi Tét Mau Than 1968, va vi thé mot s khong it da goi ong 1a “bao twong” (ruthless general, nhét
bao The Age) Nhung nguoi Viét Nam ting quen biét ong, hay tung lam viéc dudi quyén ong, va ké ca
mot s6 ngudi ngoai qudc biét rd, hicu 1d 6ng, thi bén canh tam hinh d6, con phai nh¢ t6i dic tinh cuong
truc, thanh liém, can dam, tan tuy cia mot cap chi huy noi ong.

Trude thoi ong 1am Tong Giam Déc, luc luong canh sat quéc gia (CSQG) ctia VNCH con mang tinh cach
ban quén sy rd rét, voi nhiém vy, khace ning bao vé trat ty tri an trong thoi binh hon 1a thdi chién. Nhung
sau do, duoi sy lanh dao cucea 6ng, CSQG da tré thanh mdt lyc lugng dang ké trong cong cudc bao vé
mién Nam trude cude xam luge ctia CSBV, trude nhitng xau x¢, tranh chép ndi bd nady sinh sau cudc dao
chanh 1963, cling nhu tinh trang “vé chanh phu” trong moi gidi, tur ton gido to1 dang phai, tur lang bao
t61 hoc duong...

Di nhién, c6 nguoi s€ cho rang 6ng Loan dugc nim gt CSQG chi vi 1a nguoi cua Nguyén Cao Ky, va
sau d6 CSQG “néi” ciing nho cai thé cua 6ng Ky. Piéu d6 dung mot phan. Phan con lai ¢ ‘con nguwoi” ong
Loan. Truéc nam 1975, & mién Nam khong thiéu tuéng ta nho thoi co hay phe dang ma nam duoc nhiing
chtic vu quan trong, nhung sau khi ngdi vao chirc vu d6 rdi, ho chi 1am ndi bat thém su bat tai ctia minh.
Ong Loan khac han, xuat than 14 phi cong phan Iyc dau tién cia Khéng Quan VNCH (ong hoc bay tai
Phép), dang lam Tu Lénh Phé Khong Quén lai sang naim ca CSQG ma khong hé bi coi thudng, bi “kp
thi” thi du biét tu cach va tai ldnh dao chi huy ctia 6ng nhu thé nao.

Nhung ciing vi co tai ma lai khong cii dap than phuc ai, khong kiéng né phe phai nao, ngay 4y 6ng Loan
d3 bi kha nhiéu ngudi ghét. Ong bi mot s6 “cha” ghet vi doi bat “con nudi tong théng Diém” (s& ndi t6i &

"”

doan sau), 6ng bi vai “thdy” ngoai mién Trung ghét vi mudn vao chua bit cic quan nhan 1am loan, éng bi
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sinh vién “trdu ddnh” ghét vi chi truong clmg ran voi thanh phan ndy, 6ng b nhiéu twéng lanh cing thoi
ghét vi cai tat hay chi trich, nong gién, 6ng bi My gheét vi khong chap nhén cho nhitng nguoi dong minh
16ng 14 nay 1am vuong lam tuéng & mién Nam...4i “bi ghét” sau cing dy di khién 6ng va nhimg nguoi
theo 6ng, hodc 1am viéc chung véi 6ng, tr¢ thanh muc ti€u cucea mot vu “bin lam” 15 1idu va nham nho
nhat ctiia ddng minh Hoa Ky trong chién tranh Viét Nam.

Noi vé su cuong tryc cua 6ng Loan, c6 1€ khong gi bang nhac lai vu loai trr Pham Ngoc Thao, m{t ngudi
ma téi nay da cod du bang ching dé két luan la ngudi cia cong san.

Pham Ngoc Théo nguyén 1a Viét Cong hdi chanh, dugc tong théng Diém tin ding va nhan 1am “con
nuéi”. D6i voi mot sé khong it ngudi cong gido, ong Ngd Pinh Diém duge coi 1a mot vi “thdnh”. Ma
than thanh thi khong bao gid 1am. Chinh vi thé, trong thdi ky hdn loan sau cudc déo chanh 1963, khi
Pham Ngoc Thao (luc 4y mang cap béc dai td) &m muu “lam logn” thi khéng it nha lanh dao va tin d6
cong gido dd ra mat ung ho, vi cho rang Pham Ngoc Thao dang tra thu cho cai chét cua hai anh em 6ng
Diém. chtr c6 dau c¢6 ngo rang vién cyu si quan VC nay dang 4m muu pha rdi chinh truong mién Nam.

Ban than 6ng Nguyen Ngoc Loan la mét ngudi cong giao, xuét than tir mot gia dinh c6 ngudi “di tu”,
nhung 6ng khong de cho niém tin vao ton gido anh huong t6i suy nghi va hanh dong cua minh. Ong
Cuong quyét dit quyén loi (chinh dang) ciia To Qudc 1én trén hét.

Nhirng ai theo doi cudc binh bién, cac dién tién chinh tri tai mién Nam théi éy han con nhé viéc Pham
Ngoc Thao sau khi bi thuong da t&i “gy ngn” tai mot nha xr ng & vung ngoai 6 Bién Hoa. Vao cai thoi
hdn loan ctia mién Nam ma bao chi Sai Gon da mia mai 13 “nhdt di, nhi sw, tam cha, tir twong” iy, cac
xt dao dugc coi 13 “bdt khd xam pham”. Nhiéu cha co “nghia quén”, c6 “dan quin tw vé”, c6 “luc
Iwong Lam Son” riéng véi day du vil khi!... Nhung cudi cung, trude thai dd cuong quyét va doi hdi hop
1y ctia ong Loan, “cha” d phai chip nhan “thwong tén phdp lugt”, trao Pham Ngoc Thao cho luc luong
chinh phu.

koksk

Vé dtrc tinh thanh liém ciia 6ng Loan, nhiing ai da doc cudn Bon tuéng Pa Lat ctia Lé Tir Hung han con
nhé vu ong Loan tra lai nhdn kim cwong cho Hoa kiéu Hoa Hong Hoa 1a mot trong nhing thuong gia gbe
Hoa luong thién tr¢ thanh nan nhan cia cac tudng 1anh sau cudc dao chanh 1963. Ong ta bi vu oan va biét
thy ctia 6ng ¢ Pa Lat bi tudng Tran Vin Pon chiém. Téi thoi ong Loan coi CSQG, ho Hoa dugc minh
oan va tiép tuc lam an. Khi 6ng Loan da “hét thoi” va phai ra ngoai qudc chira chan (hai chan éng bi VC
bén gdy tai cAu Phan Thanh Gian trong Tét Mau Thén sau ndy van khong lanh han), biét ong 13 ngudi
thanh liém, gia canh thanh bach, lai khong than nh4n & ngoai qudc, Hoa Hong Hoa di tra on bang cach
tang 6ng mot cai nhan kim cuong, theo 101 6ng ké lai sau ndy, ong khong biét chita trj s& kéo dai bao lau
va cudc séng ¢ ngoai qudc kho khin ra sau.

Nhung cudi cung moi viéc cling dau vao do va ong cling khong phai ban cai nhan. Ngay ong tr¢ vé Viét
Nam va tra n6 lai cho cht nhan, vo chong Hoa Hong Hoa da khoc va lay ong 1a “thanh™!...

Nhung néu di 13 “thdnh”, tai sao 6ng Loan lai nhan tdm cim sing ban vao dau mot tén Viét Cong (da bi
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bét troi) gitta duong phd Sai Gon, dé rdi bi ca phuong tay 1én an va tao co hdi tuyén truyén cho cong san
va bon phan chién?

Muon c6 cau trd 161, phai tim nhin rd ban tay nhuém mau cua tén si quan ddc cong Viét Cong nay.

Hoi Tét Mu Than 1968, ¢ 18 khong mot ngudi dan Sai Gon ndo lai khong biét, khong nghe t6i vu VC
tan sat gia dinh Trung ta Nguyén Tuan (Thiét Gidp), gom 8 nguoi trong dé cd ba me gia 80 tuodi. Thu
pham khong ai khéac hon chinh 1a tén thugng iy déc cong noi trén...

Vao luc 4 gio 30 sang mung hai Tét, mot don vi dic cong Viét Cong do tén si quan nay chi huy, cung voi
céc tai xé xe ting cua Tiéu Poan 2 Co Gi6i Viét Cong, da dot nhap vao trai Phu Dong cucea binh chung
Thiét Giap & GO Vap. Muc dich cua chung 1a chiém 14y cac xe ting ctia quan ta dé tan cong Sai Gon.
Khong ngd da sb xe ting trude d6 di di chuyén di noi khac, chi con mét sé nhoce va 40 quan nhan ¢ lai
trai, trong do6 c6 trung ta Nguyén Tuén va _gia dinh. Sau khi bon déc cong lam chu duoc tinh hinh trong
trai, bon tai xé VC leo 1én cac chién xa dé lai di nhung ching khong thé né may (vi c6 mot bd phan bi
mat da khoa may xe lai).

Luc do toan bg gia dinh trung ta Nguyén Tuan dd bi VC bét giir. Tén thuong ty dic cong VC ra lénh cho
trung ta chi dan cach no may xe tang, nhung 6ng tu chbi. Tén Ve 16i thyc hién 16i him doa bang cach
dam chét ba me gia 80 tudi. Nhung trung ta Tuan van khong chiu khuét phuc. Thé 14 lan lugt cac nguol
con, vg ong va sau cung td1 ban than 6ng da bi chung dam chét. Chi con mot dira bé trai 10 tudi duoc ciru
song.

May ngdy sau, khi duoc tin tinh béo cho biét rd khu nha dan ma tén thuong Gy noi trén va dong bon dang
chiém dong, chuan tudng Nguyen Ngoc Loan da dich thén t6i tan noi chi huy cude vay ham. Méc cho
quén ta kéu goi dau hang nhiéu lan, tén thugng Gy van ngoan cb nip trong nha dan, tiép tuc ban ra. Sau
khi bi thuong & chan, y van khong chiu ra dau hang. Cudi cung, 6ng Loan hét kién nhin, ra lénh cho cac
binh si va cacenh sat liéu chét xong vao. Cudi cling cac chién si Thucey Quéan Luc Chién da bat séng duoc
y.

Trong cudn “In The Frontline” cia minh, phong vién chién truong Uc Neil Davids (chét cach diy may
nam tai Cam Bét) - nguodi da ¢ Viét Nam tir ndm 1964 téi nam 1975, tung theo quan doi VNCH hanh
quan, timg vao tham mat khu VC, di bénh vuc 6ng Loan vé hanh dong xur tir tén VC tai chd, thay vi bat
lam tu binh. Tén VC méc 4o dén sy, tic 1a khong phai “qudn nhdn djch” nhu da quy dinh trong Quy ud6c
Genéve vé ti binh, toi ac cua y (giét ca gia dinh trung ta Nguyen Tuén) da qua rd rang, lai ngoan cd
khong chiu dau hang thi ong Loan c6 goi 1a “phién logn” dé xir ban theo “thiét quédn ludt”, ciing ching
co gi qua dang.

Neil Davids da di toi két luan: khi 1én 4n cdc hanh dong tan bao trong cudc chién VN, vi¢c lam “sai
nguyén tac” cia 6ng Loan phacei dugc mién trur, boi vi 6ng ¢6 nhitng 1y do ma nguoi hiéu chuyén cho la
chinh dang.

Nhung khong phai ai cling “hiéu chuyén”. Nhit 13 cic nha bao chi thich loan tin giat gan, khai thac hinh
anh khung khiép. Nhat 1a cac thé lyc phan chién & My va & Tay Au. Véi cac thanh phan nay, tim hinh
ctia Eddie Adams chup 6ng Loan ban tén dic cong VC da thanh mot bang ching vo gia trong viéc thoi
phdng nhitng cai ma ho goi 13 “hdnh déng tan bao” cia Hoa Ky va VNCH trong cudc chién.

Khéch quan nhén xét, c6 cd mot s6 nguodi ngoai quoc khong phai “phdn chién” ciing bat binh vé viéc lam
cua ong Loan. Va nhu vay, s0 nguoi bat binh, 1€n an 6ng chac chan dong hon s6 ngudi hi€u va bénh vuc
ong.

Nbi dau kho, niém uat (rc ctia ong Loan néi riéng va cic quan nhan VNCH ndi chung 1a truéc ddy phong
vién ngoai qudc di duoc tu do (c6 khi con duge danh moi sy wu tién, cung cip phuong tién) trong viéc
theo sat cac don vi QLVNCH va dong minh dé “nghe tdn tai, thdy tin mt”.
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Trong khi d6, di khéng c6 phong vién nao chimg kién va ghi nhan dugc hanh dong cuc ky tan bao cua
Viét Cong. Nhur ban giét va quing vao dong lira hon 500 dan ba tré con & trai biét kich Thuong Dakson
(tinh Song Bé), chon séng hon hang ngan ngudi dan vo t6i & Hué trong Tét Mau Than, dam chét may
chuc tuyén uy tai truong dai hoc Chién Tranh Chinh Trj Pa Lat, phéo kich vao truong tiéu hoc Cai Lay
sau hiép dinh Paris 1973 giét bao nhiéu hoc trd cung cd gido, hodc xir tir thiéu td Nguyén Du ngay sau khi
anh nhay du xudng dt, va hang trim, hang ngan vu khac...

Bén canh d6, chiing ta ciing phai quy mot phan trach nhiém cho bd may tuyén truyén (qua té) ciia mién
Nam trude ndm 1975. Vu tham sat & Hué v6i nhimg hd chon ngudi tap thé ranh ranh ra d6 ma hau nhu
chiang mot ngudi ngoai quéc nao biét toi. Ngay nay, khi chinh vién tuéng VC, tu 1énh pho Mit Tran Hué
(ngay ay) cong khai 1én tiéng xac nhan (trén tap chi Cucea Viét) la da vy tham sat nay, va tu blen hé 1a do
“lam lin khéng tranh khoi khi rit quan vji va”, thi mién Nam da “oong podng phi nan’ , chang con
nguoi ngoai quoc nao quan tam toi chuyén cu nu’a' Riéng 6ng Loan thi du muén hay khong, trudc mat
nhiéu ngudi cling mang tiéng “tan bao”. Chung ta thé ngan cam ho 1€n an 6ng. Nhung it ra chung ta cling
phai giai thich cho ban bé, cho con chau chung ta hiéu 16 nhitng nguyén nhan chinh dang nao di khién
ong c6 hanh dong dy.

Chinh phéng vién nhiép anh Eddie Adams da phai 4n han truée nhitng hau qua ma tam hinh caa minh gay
ra cho 6ng Loan. Ngay ong con song, Eddie da timg xin 101 6ng va gia dinh. Nay khi dugc tin 6ng chét,
Eddie lai 1én tiéng kéu goi nudc My hay khoc thuong:

“The guy was a hero. America should br crying. I hate to see him go this way, without people knowing
anything about him.”

Loi tuyén bd cia Adams tuy khong thé dén bu tit ca moi bat cong ma luc con séng ong Loan da phai
htng chiu, nhung it ra ciing du dé nguoi chét duoc ngam cudi, di dé con chau ong dugce ngang mat.

Riéng LND, du khong c6 nhiing 161 bénh vuc cia Neil Davids, khong c6 cau thuong tiéc cia Eddie
Adams, nhitng tinh cam tran trong doi véi “Sdu Léo” Nguyen Ngoc Loan van con, va s€ mai mai con
nguyeén ven.

Lio Ngoan Pong (TVTS 643)
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