Tw Twong Ayn Rand

Dolores bao t6i hoc mau, nhung ba mudn t6i hoc mau hon nita ma khong biét 1am sao, vi t6i khong c6 ai
dé ma noi tiéng My. Chung quanh t6i toan la nguoi Viét Nam. T61 noi toi nghe radio va tivi My, van to
1én dé tleng MY vang vao tai toi. Dolores néi néu toi néi duge thi t6t hon, vi toi néi va t6i lai nghe toi thi
két qua gap doi.

T6i nhic lai 101 ba trong 16p 14 phai nén néi lai (talk back) khi nghe radio va tivi. Ba cuoi. Hinh nhu
chuyén gi ba noéi trong 16p cd hoc tro gia nay cling nhd hét.

T6i noi Dolores toi doc sach My nhiéu muoi miy nim nay ma tiéng My sao van ctt do. Toi trao cho
Dolores xem quyén tap toi ghi ngtr ving c6 ngan A, B, C... dang hoang. Co nhiéu chir ghi rdi khi doc thay
t6i van quén, nén thay vi 1at tu dién, toi 14t tap nay ra.

Dolores cudi to1 qua, vi toi ghi ra nghia cac chir Anh bang tiéng Viét. Ba bao toi phai lat tu dlen My. To6i
bao khi t61 doc sach lic ket vai chir t61 chi can biét nghia lac d6 thoi dé hiéu tu tudong ngudi viét, nhung
lai khong chi trong vé ngdn ngit nén khong nhd ngit vung.

Dolores lai bao hay 1a t6i nén hoc béng cach chép ra mot s6 doan cua tac gia, vi sach cua ho duogc edit
(hiéu dinh) k¥, va hau hét 1a nguoi viét van hay.

T6i 14t phia sau tdp Ngit Vung ndy ra 1a cac ghi chi vé mot s6 sach t6i da doc; ghi rd sach nao cua tac gia
nao. Chuong d6 c6 nhirng ngir vung gi kho, to6i chép nghia chir Viét ra. Cau nao hay hodc doan nao ma toi
thich thu, t6i déu c6 chép lai, hodc ghi dinh nghia ctia vin dé ho da dat ra. T6i lai con t6 vang hodc gach
duéi cén than nita.

Toi lat tirng trang ghi chu va doc cho Dolores nghe:

The Art of War ctia Sun Tzu (Ton Tt Binh Phap) do James Clavell hi¢u dinh va giéi thi€u; Intellect,
Mind Over Matter, Six Great Ideas ciia Mortimer J. Adler; Critique of Pure Raison cia Emmanuel Kant;
Uncommon Wisdom va The Turning Point cua Fritjof Capra; The Power of Place ctia James A. Swan;
Power, the Power to Create the Future ctia Eric A. Mitchell... Cudi cung 1a quyén The Voice of Reason,
Essays in Objectivist Thought cua Ayn Rand do Leonard Peikoff hi¢u dinh.

Tbi bao Dolores 1a t6i rat thich Mortimer J. Adler, va hoi ba ¢ doc Ayn Rand khong, Dolores gat dau
cuoi.

Trong quyén The Virtue of Selfishness (Pirc tinh ctia Su Ich ky), Ayn Rand viét vai doan ma t6i timg
thich thu va suy gdm nhiéu. T6i di chép lai va tam dich dé doc di doc lai.

The Virtue of Selfishness

To redeem both man and morality, it is the concept of “selfishness":

First step:

To assert man’s right to a moral existence: to recognie his need of a moral code to guide the course and
the fulfillment of his own life.

(The Objectivist Ethics)

He needs moral code because: The purpose of morality is to define man’s proper values and interests, that
concern with his own interests, and man must be beneficiary of his own moral actions.

The Objectivist ethics hold that the actor must always be the beneficiary of his action and that man must
act for his own rational self-interest.

* One’s own independent judgment is the means by which one must choose one’s actions.

* Man cannot survive by any random means, but must discover and practice the principles which his
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survival requires, so man’s self-interest cannot be determined by blind desires or random whims, but must
be discovered and achieved by the guidance of rational principles.

The Objectivist ethics is a morality of rational self-interest - or a rational selfishness.

bé ctru chudc ca nguoi 13n dao dure, d6 13 khai niém vé “vi ky”.

Budc dau tién:

Xéc nhan quyen cua con nguoi trén sy hién hiru dao dire: nhin nhan nhu cau vé mot nguyén tic dao dirc
hau huéng dan cudc sng va sy tron ven cta doi minh.

(Luan ly Khach quan thuyét)

Con ngudi can quy tic dao dirc vi: Muc tiéu cua dao duc 1a dé xac dinh gia tri va quyén loi dic thu, lién
hé dén tu loi c4 nhan, va nguoi ta phai thira hudng tir chinh cac hanh dong dao duc ctia minh.

Luan Iy Khach quan Thuyét cho rang nguoi hanh dong phai ludn luén lanh 1iy hanh dong ciia minh, va
con nguoi phai hanh dong cho tu loi ¢4 nhan duy 1y.

* Su phan doan ddc 1ép 1a phuong tién theo d6 con ngudi phai lya chon chinh hanh dong cua minh.

* Con nguoi khong thé song bang cac phuong tién theo xac xuat may rui, ma phai kham pha va thyc hanh
cac nguyén tac cta sy sinh ton doi hoi, vi vy tu loi ctia con nguoi khong thé dugc xac dinh bang cac ham
mudn mu quang hodc sy may rui bat thuong, ma phai duoc kham pha va hoan thanh nho sy hudng dan
clia nguyén tic duy 1y.

Luan Iy Khach quan Thuyét 1a mot nén dao dirc ctia tu lgi ca nhan duy 1y - hodc 1a su vi ky duy 1y.

Final step: Voice of Reason

- Who is the final Authority in Ethnics?

- The answers nobody decides

- Theories, ideas, dicoveries are not created collectively; they are the products of individual men.

- In politics, as in every other field of human endeavor, a group can only accept or reject a product (or a
theory); it cannot participate in its creation.

- In politics, as in every other field, men accept, by default, whatever the intellectual leaders of the
moment have to offer. Then follow the man who offers the best idea.

==> This is the way knowledge spreads among men, and this has been the patterns of mankind’s
progress.

- The proof of the power of idea - the power of reason for men of all levels of intelligence - is the fact that
no dictatorship was ever able to last without establishing censorship.

Budce cudi cung: Tleng noi cua Ly I&.

- Ai 1a nguoi ¢6 Tham quyén cu6i cung trong Ching toc?

- Cau tra 101 1a khong ai ¢6 quyén quyét dinh.

- Ly thuyét, tu tuong, kham pha khong phai duoc tap thé sang tao; d6 chinh Ia san pham cua cic ca nhan.
- Trong chinh tri, cling nhu trong cac lanh vuc cong hién khac ciia con ngudi, mot nhom chi c6 thé chap
nhan hodc pht nhan mot san pham (hoic 1y thuyét) chir khong thé cung tham gia vao viée tao tac.

- Trong chinh tri, cling nhu trong cac lanh vuce, nguoi ta chap nhan, mot cach khiém dién, bat ctr didu gi
cac nha 1anh dao cta thoi diém do dua ra. Ho theo nguoi nao dua ra tu tuong hay nhat.

== D0 la cach kién thirc phat trién trong loai nguoi, d6 1a cac khudn mau cuia tién bd loai nguoi.

- Chu'ng ¢ cua strc manh tu tuong - stc manh cua 1y 1€ cho con nguoi & moi trinh d§ thong minh - 14 sy
kién khong cé nha ddc tai nao co thé ton tai ma khong thiét 1ap nén su kiém ché.

How to Read (and not to write)

To solve a problem, one must identify and correct or eliminate its causes, therefore, one would expect the
editional writer to mention what caused the emergence of pressure groups.

- Why one must fight against communism and what one might fight for.

- What was freedom, individual freedom and individual right.

- Man is not a slave of the state - man’s right to his own life (to freedom) has to be upheld with a great
and proud sense of moral righteousness.

Cach doc (va khong V1et)

Hau giai quyet mot van dé, phai nhan ra va stra chita hodc loai b cac nguyén do, bai thé, can c6 mot
nguoi viét hiéu dinh dé néu 1én sy trdi day cua cac nhoém ap luc.

- Tai sao ngudi ta phai chéng cong san va ngudi ta c6 thé tranh dau cho diéu gi.

- biéu gi la ty do, tu do c4 nhan va quyén loi ca nhan.
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- Con nguoi khong 1a nd 1€ cua quéc gia - quyén cua con nguoi trén chinh cude doi minh (cho tw do) phai
dugc dé cao voi cam thire 16n lao va hanh dién vé sy chanh dang dao diec.

Altruism

- The Red’s deepest atrocity was intellectual was the thing which had to be fought - and defeated - was
their ideas.

- They had the leadership + semi-discipline of a criminal gang.

- They had an allegedly intellectual program and an allegedly moral justification.

The White had icons ==> That’s why the Reds won.

Civilied world is being destroyed by its dominant schools of philosophy of irrationalism, altruism,
collectivism that altruism is the tear gas that defeats resistance, by reducing men to crying and vomitting.
In politics, in ethics, in art, in science, in philosophy - in the entire realm of human knowledge, it is
reality that sets the terms, through the work of those men who are able to identify its terms and to
translate them into objective principles.

Vi tha

- Su tan khéc sdu xa nhat caa phe Do 1a tinh than von 1a mot thir phai duoc tranh dau - va thua cudc - nhu
tu tuong cua ho.

- Ho c6 1anh ty + ban ky luat cia mot dang toi ac.

- Ho c6 mdt cai goi 1a chuong trinh cho tinh than va mot cai goi 1a minh x4c cho dao duec.

- Phe Tréing thi c¢6 cac biéu tugng. Do d6 phe Do thang.

Thé gi6i van minh bi tan pha vi sy ngy tri ciia cac truong phai triét 1y vé phi 1y, vi tha, cong dong; trong
d6 thuyét vi tha 13 tht hoi ngat khién phe khang cu bi that bai, 1am cho ngudi ta co rat lai dé khoc 16c va
non mua.

Trong chinh tri, luan 1y, nghé thuat, khoa hoc, triét hoc - tron lanh tho cuia kién thirc nhan loai, chi c¢6 thuc
té moi co y nghia, qua tac pham cua nhitng ngudi c6 thé nhan ra y nghia va chuyén dich chung thanh cac
nguyén tac khach quan.

T6i tu hoi khong biét sau khi doc Ayn Rand, toi c6 chiu anh huong cua ba chang. Nhung t61 biét toi c6
anh huong cua Ann Morrow Lindbergh qua quyén Gift from the Sea (Mon qua tir Bién ca). Thuong rat
lui 4n dat dé chiém nghiém nhiing gi xay ra trong doi song

Hoém no, toi dén tiém B. Dalton m&i mé that 16n trén 1au ctia Laguna Hills Mall. Tiém nay c6 nguyén mot
ké dai chira du loai sach ma t6i thich. Ho danh mét khung riéng dat ndm quyén sach liét ké vao hang dugc
doc gia wa thich va c6 gia tri nhat, trong d6 c6 quyén Gift of the Sea yéu quy cia toi.

Bén quyén khac 14 Joshua ctia Joseph F. Girzone, Precious Present (Mén Qua Quy Béu) ctia Spencer
Johnson, Proverbs (Ngan Ngit) cua Timothy Botts va quyén Prayers and Devotions, 365 daily
meditations (Cau nguyén va Tan hién, 365 nhat niém) cia dic Gido hoang John Paul II.

Trong quyén sach ciia dirc Gido hoang c6 néi vé su tinh lang. Ngai c6 ké lai 1 trudc khi Chua Gié-su ra
trude cong chung giang dao, Ngai di vao sa mac dé song tinh ling 40 ngay.

22-1-95

Tuy d4 budc sang mua Xuan nhung miy hom nay trdi u 4m vi mua dam. Hoi lanh xuyén qua ctra s6 tham
vao ngudi toi. Téi mic thém chiée 4o lanh vao.

Con s6 thuong vong & Kobe, Nhat ban, theo tin tirc truyén hinh vao t6i qua da 1én dén 5.060 nguoi. Tir
dém qua dén dém nay, co6 thé nguodi ta da tim thém bao nhiéu xac ngudi nita. Mot tran dong dat khiing
khiép cho nudc Nhat ban tir nhiéu nam qua.

Chu nhat vira qua, chung t6i tham du budi hop tan Ban Tri sy & Hoi quan PGHH dé thanh 1ap céc ban va
chuan bj mot s6 chuong trinh cho twong lai. Cha Nguyén Duy Thanh, hoi truong, da hira dem hét sirc
minh ra dé lo viéc dao va giup do cac déng dao, nhat 1a céc vi dang ket tai cac trai. Anh Nguyén Hung
Quyén, pho hoi trudng ndi vu, hira tiép tay cting Thanh Thu vé viéc di hop chuén bi gip éng Charles
Sykes, phu ta thu truéng B Ngoai giao Hoa ky, déc trach ti nan, vao ngay 10-2-1995.

Tin khan tir trai ti nan Thai Lan do ong Lé Van Nho, trudng ban dai dién, khién moi nguoi bang hoang
xuc dong. Hoi quan PGHH tai Phanat Nikhom chdy rui cung vdi nha tho va 6 can nha khac. Khi vé nha,
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toi dién thoai doc cl}o cht Thanh nghe 14 thu ctia 6ng V6 Thai Loc. Toi nghen ngao khong cam duoc
nude mat khi doc dén doan anh Ldc nodi noi thd phugng da bi thiéu ruyi.

25-1-95

T6i kéo man cira mau xanh nhat. Mua van roi tam t bén ngoai. San sau khong cé hoa nhung cay 14 xanh
tuoi. Trén chiéc ban thong thién nho hinh vuéng mau tring gin trén hang rao, binh hoa ctc d tan, trai tao
d6 ma chong toi ciing van con d6, nhung ba dang lo ling trén chiéc phi co bay hudng vé Viét Nam. Ba s&
dén phi trudng Tan Son Nhat vao 9:00 gid dém nay, sau 17 gio gid tir ching toi tai phi truong Los
Angeles.

Ba di cung v6i gia dinh nguoi quen. Ké ca ba, ¢ ‘phai doan” c6 14 ngudi, voi 28 hanh 1y. Anh chi Ba dat
con, dau, ré vé tham nha. Anh chi di Viét Nam lan nay la lan thi nam. Cac hanh ly x€p hang dai dé can
mot luot. Tat ca déu dugc chi Ba k¥ ludng cot 1am diu bang mot miéng hang kim tuyén mau tim cho dé
tim khi dén phi trudng ¢ Viét Nam.

Anh chi l?éo: “Mbi visa, chung t6i kep $20 my }{im dé di cho mau, néu khong ho ctr luc xét dd minh hoai
khong biét khi nao méi ra khoi phi truong dé vé nha.”

Truc, ban toi ciing vé Viét Nam ky nay, c6 mang theo hai quyén sach C6 bé lang Hoa Hao cua t6i vira in
xong. Mot cudn Tric mua ung ho tinh than cho t6i vira mdi tung sach ra; con cudn kia, toi nhd Trac goi
biéu bac Hai Hanh, nguoi da day toi niém Phat, va nhic nho toi tu hanh luc t6i chi 1a mot cd gai méi 16n
& duong Vuon Chubi. Toi khong bao gio quén on bac.

9-2-95

Bon chii chim én dau trén budng cau. Cac chi chim nhe dén ddi cac nhanh cau mong manh khong oan
xudng ti nao. Tia nang ban mai xuyén qua cic tau 14 cau va hang duong cao vut, roi vao tan noi téi ngdi
bén cira s6. Ning lung linh nhé nhe dua ddy cung su lay dong ctia cac nhanh 14 theo timg con gi6 thoang.

Nhitng canh hoa mai that va gia trén hai chau hoa dit phia sau vuon phang phat du vi cta cac ngay Tét At
Hoi con vuong van dau ddy. Hinh anh ron rip cac hoi chg Tét Sinh vién, Cong ddng, véi rimg ngudi dong
huong van con in dau trong 10ng t6i.

Dau nam 1a dip cho t6i kiém diém lai 14n nita cac viéc va thir tw phai lam. D3 qua nhitng ngay ban biu
cung cac chuong trinh gido sy, phat thanh, bao chi, dao phép... cho mua 18 tét. Van dé ti nan dang chuyén
hudng gy s6i dong va mau thuan trong cac ngudi ban di timg bit tay nhau d4u tranh cho thuyén nhan.
Sép t6i day 1a vin dé phat hanh va ra mat sach Co bé lang Hoa Hao.

T6i biét t6i s& rt ban ron trong tién trinh tranh dau tu twdng ddi dau cung chi nghia v than. Tbi ciing
vira két thuc quyén Hay giai thoat con nguoi ra khoi sy no 1€ cua chinh minh. D1 nhién, con phai duyét
lai, va c6 thé doi lai tén sach, nhung t61 co thé ‘tam gac bat mot thoi gian, vi cam thdy chua dung lac. Do
1a mén qua tinh than hoi kho nudt, vi tuy nd gan véi doi sdng, nhung lai hoan toan thudc vé pham vi tu
tudng. To1 du tru s€ xuét ban loai sach phong su va xa hdi trudec.

21-2-95

T6i ctr twong nhu da 1au 1im rdi khong ¢ viét trong tap nhat ky ndy. Cr nhu dd mot hai thang, chimg
nhin lai chi c6 hai tuan qua.

Tuén 18 13 dén 17-2-95, t6i nhap that vao dip Ram thang Giéng. Ngay ram lai 1a ngay 18 Valentine, 14-2-
95. Hom d6 t61 mua cho Tai mot cai 4o. Sau khi anh di lam vé thi chay di mua cho t61 mgt binh hoa rat
dep, va gd ctra phong nhép that trao cho t6i. T61 tham cam on chong vi da giup cho t61 mot cudc song nhu
¥ t61 muon.

Suét tuan nhap that toi doc Kinh Di¢u Phép Lién Hoa ciia thiy Thich Mén Giéc cho, doi chiéu cing
quyén Lotus Sutra do thay Pham Cong Thi¢n cho. Toi dog tung cd hai cung luc, tirng doan mot, dé hiéu
nghia; vi c6 doan bén tiéng Viét dé hi€u, c6 doan nhi€u c6 nglt qua thi nho ban tieng Anh gitp t61 dé hiéu
hon.
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Khi di hoc trd lai, t6i ké cho ba Dolores nghe, ba thich tha 1am, vi cho 1a t6i doc tung Kinh tiéng Anh s&
gitp cho viéc thuc tap cac bap thit noi cim véi nhitng chir phat am kho khin nhu th, ch, ed, va nhét 1a t6i
ua quén am s ¢ cudi chir.

Cudi tuan roi that ban ron, vi Tai va tdi lo chudn bi cho viéc ra mét sach C6 bé lang Hoa Hao va hoi luén
Phuy nit va Gia dinh véi dé tai thu hep "Ban ctia chong va ban cta con".

Chu nhat nay, chi Bich Ha, Bich Huyén, Kim Chi va toi s& dén dai hoc Orange Coast College tham du hoi
luan vé Phu nit va Tinh yéu. Nguyén Phuong, truong ban t6 chirc, cho biét budi hoi luan nay c6 muyc dich
nham hoa giai cho cac nam nit sinh vién vé ¥ nghi cho rang phu nit Viét Nam c6 vé bi no 1 dan 6ng. Toi
s& ndi gi day dé néu diing tAm trang ctia nguoi phu nir Viét Nam & thé ky 20?
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