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Satellite dish
4 Receivers
Installation

L CHOICE $24.98
S | Dai truyén hinh Viétnam SBTN
24/24 va cac dai dia phuong

PREFERRED
CHOICE _$44.98

Gom dai SBTN va 80 dai My

JADEWORLD $36.99
Gom 5 dai ndi tiéng Quang
Pong. FREE 2 thang dau.

Promotion ends Nov 05, 2005

NEL + SBTN $ 84.99

FREE 7 dai HBO, 12 dai
STARZ, 9 dai SHOWTIME, 3
dai CINEMAX, 25 dai
SPORTS PACK

cho 4 thang dau

toll free 1-800-581-691

. PENT™ T&t ca gid ghi trén chi ap dyng cho may receiver
A thi nhat. Receiver thd 2 tro di, thém
DAYS $4.99/thang/receiver
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THU NUTC CHUA XONG BAU BA BAC

“Thil nude” day 1a vige Viet Nam Cong Hoa
mat vao tay Cong san. "Béu da bac” 13 chi
miit idp naubi thua tran di vn mang I tuiing
xay dung mit Viet Mam tu do va thinh vugng,
nhung nay da vé gia, phén I6n dang t nan &
Hoa Ky. Tac gia Mouy&n Trung Diing c6 tham
vong viét mét tidu thuy&t tning thién véi chi
dé chinh trf Vigt Nam hién dai, ma quyén nay
coi nhut ndi tip cubin VEt Dan Thi d3 xudt ban
trudc day. Quyén nay bit ddu tir 30.4.75 tai
Viét Nam va ket thiic vao ngly Tét nam At
Dédu 2005 tai Hoa K¥: thai gian mé cufin sach
chuyén tai vita ding 30 ném. Gid 20 My kim.

++++++

GIOT NANG BEM THEM

Tuyén tap nhac chon loc.
GOm 44 ca khic clia nhifu tic gid hign dai nhy
Tai tim khdng ngt yén ciia Thanh Tung, C6 biét
khing anh, C& bé ddi han cla Nguyén Ngoc
Thién, Bon miza thay 14, Quynh hudng, Xin tr
nd ngudi clia Trinh Cong San, Dang song Id
dang ctia Vigt Anh, Diéu budn phuong Nam clia
Vi Bitc Sao Bién, Tinh Héng cla Bli Bitc Thinh,
Mua thi thim clia Ton Tht Lap vov... Rét tién
cho nhiing nguti yéu nhac, nhdt 1 hay nghe dia
CD hién dai, co tap ca khilc 02 theo dai nhiing
bai ma minh yéu thich. Gid 12 My kim

Noi tap trung tét cd nhiing loai sdch cén cé trong i sach gia dinh ciia ban:
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DEM AM DUONG

Tap truyén clia LE LUYEN

Truyén ciia Dém Am Duong mang nhidu dé ti
rat khac nhau, co nhiing truyén di sat véi dii
thu@ing, nhieu truyén lai o6 tinh cich thin bi
nhung ludn lubn véi mét I gidi hop Iy, Nhig
cau chuyén mang  tubing vuct ra khoi doi
thudng doi héi tAc gid phai co mat hidu bigt v
mgt p triting trigt hoc vé nhan sinh va v try,
tir dd dan d&n nhilng suy nghi mdt cich tich
cuc cho moi digu bat hanh nhan nhin trong
cudc sdng. Nhi dic diém nay, truydn cla tic
gia L& Luy&n mang nhiéu nét lac quan, va
huidng vé Ig thign, gay mat cim giac o chiu
va tich cuc cho nguii doc. Gid 18 My kim.

Di SAN HAN NOM VIET NANM

Thr myc dé y&u - TRAN NGHTA chil bien
Sach gdm Quyén Thugng va Quyéin Ha,
mang cic ndi dung: Than sic, tap hgp
nhiing dao sdc do cdc tridu dal vua chda ban
cdp cho cac thon »a trong vige thi thin tai
dia phugng; Than tich, suu tip nhiing sy tich
vé than thd & cic thdn, xa; Tuc I8, suu tAp
vé nhilng bAn quy udc cla cac lang xa: Bia
ba, 18p hgp nhing ban ke khai vé rugng dat;
GO chi, tap hap nhiing gidy t6 dugc vigt
bang i chif ¢d; Xa chi, tap hop cac ban
digu tra vé dia chi mat s8 thin xa. Ni dung
nay dugc st tAm trong cac tai lidu bang
chif Han clia cic tridu dai cd va dugc dich
sang Vigt ngll. Gia toan bo: 59 M ki,

Lich sit, ¥ hoc,
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TRINH CONG SOR - TUYEN TAP myding
BAI CA KRBRE MAM THANS

Tap nhac Trinh Cng Son, xudt bin IEn
ddu vao nam 1990, ban nay 12 14n tai
ban thit tu, voi Lai Tya clia Biu V. Gdm
127 ca khic chon loc, hiu h#t déu quen
biét v gidi thudng nooan nhu Bién
nhd, Cudi cling cho mdt tinh yéu, Digm
xua, Lai bubn thanh, Diém xa v.v... Co
in mdt 8 hinh &nh clia Trinh Cong Son
va tc pham hoi hoa clia Gng, cing véi
cau thil bit: “Ching ta lam céch ndo
nudi dung finh yéu dé tinh yéu co thé
clu chufc than phan trén cay thap gia
Bii" Gia 20 My kim.
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NHUNG MON AN AU MV
Song ngid Anh Viat

Sach day ndu an dé Tay, viét bing hai thif
tigng Vigt va Anh. Trudc khi vao phén
chinh con c6 “Tu dién nha bép” (Kitchen
Dictionary) gom ba thil tigng Anh, Phap,
Vigt, mot bang ligt k& co minh hoa va gii
thich “Trai cay Vigt Nam” (Fruits in
Vietnam) va “Rau qua Vigt Nam”
(Vegetables in Vietnam). Phdn day nU an
cO cac mon: Khai vi, Cac loai banh mi, cac
loai Xip, Triing v& Phd mai, Thily sin, cac
logi Thit va gia cam, cic loai Rau, mon
Trang migng. Gia 12 My kim.

Vin, Tho, Nhac, Chinh trf, Kinh (¢,
Khoa hoc K3 thudt... ciing nhiéu thé logi khde. |
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PHIEU DAT MUA/ GIA HAN / TANG BAO
SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Ho va tén ngudi nhdn / Full name:

Pia chi/ Address:

Phone / Fax / E-mail:

Kem theo chi, ngin phi€u s6 / Check, Money Order #:

- S8 tién / Amount;

Thdi han mua: T s6 dén so

Media Mail (Book) US $50.00 US $90.00
Hang nhat / First Class US $64.00 US $120.00
| Canada US $68.00 US $130.00

| ChauAu/Europe (Air Mail) | US $88.00 US $170.00

Chau A, Chau Uc/ Asia,
| Australia (Air Mail) US $98.00 US $185.00

Ghi chii: Gid mdi ¢é hiéu lyc tit ngay 1 théng 1 nam 2005 (Effective January 1, 2005)
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-Tap chi ra hang thang
Cty Nguii Viat sang 1ap (1989)
Hai VAALA bao trg

14771 Moran Street
Wesiminster, CA 92683 USA
Tel: (714) 839-8746
E-mail: theky21@kicon.com
Web: hitp:/kicon.com/theky21

Hoi Bong Quan Tri:
Ba Quy Toan, Do Ngoc Yén,
D& Vigt Anh, Hoang Ngoc Tug,
Pham Phi Minh, Phan Huy Bat
Pham Phil Thien Giao, '
Trdn Van Ngd.

_ Chi nhigm:

Pé Mgoc Yén (1989-91)
L& Dinh Digy (1991-96)
Pham Phu Minh (1997-2001)
Hoang Mgoc Tué (2001-)

Chi hit:
Vidong Hifu Bgt (1 989-2001)
Pham Phu Minh (2001-)

Bai cho ThE K 21, xin gl bing e-mail,

hing dia (co kem ban in), hodc bai viét
trén médt mét gidy. Bai oli cho nhiéu béo
xin ghi 1o 48 tba soan tiy nghi giai quyet.
Bai khong ding, khong tra lai ban thao.
Toa soan nhudn sic, néu can. Bai dang
tren Thé KU 21 khbng nhit thigt phan
anh quan diém clia nhom Chii truong.
Trich dang bai clia The Ky 21 phai co sy
dong ¥ cim toa soan, va ghi 16 & dau
hodic cufi bai: Trich The Ky 21.

Tri_su:
‘Phan My Suong
Mgan phigu dé: THE KY 21

Dai dién phat hanh:
Bac Cali: Bui Duy Thuyét
(408) 225-2199
Dang HK: Nguyén Van Khanh
(703) 489-7839
Phap: L& Tt Luyén: 01 45 8319 12
Ph. Thu Hugng: 01 39 84 00 84
Hoa Lan: Nguyén Quyét Thing
0229 231 666
Biie: Mguyén Phi Hiing
02371 43 9238
Ganada: Hoang Chiéu Nhin
(450) 466-0895

ISSN 1056-4640

Bia: Hinh Tho Tho

Trinh bay bia: Nguyén Péng va Nguyén Thi Hop

Minh hoa: Neuyén Thi Figp, Thai Tufn, Vi Thai Hoa, Dinh Cuong
Hi hoa: Babui

Ky thuat: V8 Thanh Diém

Anh: Ding The Tha, Vigt L&, Nguyén Huong, tr li¢u

MUC LUG

S6 198 — Thang Mugi 2005
5. Thu Toa soan — The Ky 21

THOT SU - CHINH TRI - KINH TE

8. Thién tai thay doi ca chinh tri — Ngé Nhian Dung

13. Cudc biu cit diy kich tinh tai Ditc — Busi Hanh Nghi
17. Trung Hoa vudn 1én: hai cii nhin — Cé Lily

CHU BE MAU DA VA NGON NGU
39. Mau da vi ngdn ngit: Van chuong di din Viét trong boi canh Vin
chitdng Hoa K¥ va Thé gidi — Nguyen Huong
48. Biy — Edwidge Danticat, Trinh Thanh Thity chuyén ngit
51. Tu xuit — tho Trinh Thanh Thuy
54. Luc dia thit ba va cubi cing — Jhumpa Lahiri, Phem Thi Ngoec dich
61. Vietnamese — tho D6 L2 Anhdao
64. Chuyén thd dén, trudc khi... mot snapshot — Thudng Quan
69. Ha N6i mua dong 2004 (khong phai 1946) — tho Phan Nhién Hao
75. Hai nha tri thtc — Dinh Linh, Phan Nhién Hao dich
77. Tréi 1én i bién — tho Taylur Thu Hién Ngb, Do Lé Anhdae dich
78. Tu st vé nhitng vd vun xuyén quic gia — Isabelle Thuy Pelaud,
Chén Phuong chuyén ngit
85. Ta khong bao git nén gip nhau — Aimee Phan,
Trdn Tué Qudn chuyén ngit
93. Quyén luc — tho Audre Lord, Lé Thi Thdm Vin chuy€n ngit
97. Mbt cudc séng ding dan — Viet Nguyén,
Nguyén Nguyét Cam chuy€n ngil
101. Mdt, Two — the Quéc Bao
106. Ban — Pham Thi Ngoc
113. Nha cii — Nguyén Danh Bing
117. Nhitng ngu ngdén mién dit hoang — Dinh T& Bich Thay
123. Chiéu 26 thang 12 — the Lé Thi Thim Van
126. Nhitng em bé nau vang clia cudc cich mang — tho Bao Phi,
Pé Lé Anhdao dich
131. N6 — Nguyén Thi Hoang Bic
133, Pi doc 13 18n, di ngang la xudng — D4 Kh.
136. Lin gip cudi — Nguyen Thi Ngoc Nhung
143. Tai sao viét bang tiéng Viét? — Christine Cao
149, “The OC Morphosis” aka “Bai Poem Song Ngit S& Hai”
— Jenni Trang Le
150. Ngbn ngit va Ngudi Viét — Mot lyra chon —
Phéng vin do Ding Tho The va Nguyén Hudng thuc hién
MUC THUONG LE
6. Ban doc viét
7. Hop thu Tn sy
25. S6 tay — Ngbé Nhin Dung
31. Trang chuyén phiém — Song Thao
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Thu Toa Soan

Trong s6 bdo nay, Thé Ky 21 trdn trong gidi thidu dén ddc gid ciia minh cong trinh
ciia Nguyén Huong va Béng Tho Tho trong viée 1dp hop cdc bai viét vé mét chii dé dic
biét: Mau Da va Ngén Ngit — Vin Chuong Di Déan Viét trong Béi Cdnh Hoa Ky. Nhin
chii dé chuyén vé vén chutong ciing nhuesd trang tang 1én ddtngdt trong sé nay, chdc quy
déc gid ciing cdm thdy mdt diéu gi la la khong gidng nhue lé thuong ciia bdo Thé Ky 21,
Thuta quy vi, ding thé, day [a mot triuomg hop ddce biét ma Toa soan va chdc chédn la ca
quy dbc gid sé dén nhan mét cdch day thién cdm.

Trong thoi gian thutc hién fitnhiéu thang qua, Nguyén Huong va Bcng Tho Tho dd hdi
y Vi titng tdc gid vé viéc chon lua mbt tap chi cho bai vé cia chil d2. Tét cd cdc tdc gid
tham du da dong y chon Thé” Ky 21 dé ddng toan bd cdc tdc phdm nhit mét téng thé
khéng thé tdch roi ciia chii dé Mau Da va Ngén Ngit. Nhén thdy ndi dung rét phong phi,
day céng phu, Thé Ky 21 hoan hy chiap nhan dé nghi, va vi thé” hém nay quy doc gid c6
trén tay mét s6 bdo diing nghia la dde bigt, tir dé tai, cdch thé hién cho dén triong hop
xudt hién trén tap chi nay.

Bdt dau di ra séng khdp thé gidi tir 30 ndm qua, ngudi Viét Nam di ddn dd nhiéu ldn
tie héi: liéu con bao nhiéu ldu nita thi cdc céng dong Viét Nam hét diing tiéng Viét? Bdo
chi, triyén thanh va nganh xudt ban sdach Viét ngitngay trong lic dang hoat djng dd nhu
nhin thdy mét tiong lai ddy bét trdc: liéuminh con ton tai bao léu nita déay ? Nhung trong
khi cong dong non tré ciia chiing ta loay hoay véi nhitng cdu héi dbT véi minh con rdt méi
mé nhut thé, thi cé biét bao céng dong “damau” khdc da trdi qua rdt nhiéu kinh nghiém
réi. Ho dé va vén dang lam bdo, lam phdt thanh, truyén hinh, va viét vdn. Va da cé mot
nén vdn chutong nhi¢umauda. Nghién ctiu nén vdn chitong dy ciing la mot cdch im kiém
cau trd loi cho vin nan vé tuong lai ciia cdng dong chiing ta. Van chuong lubn lubn li
thanh tuu cao nhdt dai dién cho mét nén vén héa, & trén binh dién &y chiing ta sé cé mot
cdi nhin bao qudt hon, va chiing ta sé an tdm hon vé nhiing butdc bién chuyén tinh than va
tinh cdm ma céng dong nao, di dan hay la khong di dén, ciing sé lan luot trdi qua.

Trong nén vén chuong goi la da mau &y ¢é vin chiiong ciia ngudi Viét Nam di dén.
N6i chung déy la mét thé gidi khd méng lung, véi nhidu dé tai nhiéu thé loai, ranh gidi
khéng rach roi, nhung cé khd ndng rdt lén dé chimg ta cé thé tiép tuc dua vao ddy chen
vai véi bao giéng din khdc ma séng con vdi tir cdch mét cdng dong cd tiém lic van héa,
mdt phdn thita hitdng tie t6 tién, lan nhitng gi hoc héi dugc ciia thé gidi. Cdc sdng tdc,
bién khdo, phdng vdn... vé chii @é Mau Da va Ngbn Ngit nay sé gitip ngudi ti nan chiing
ta biét ré how vi tri vdn héa ctia minh déi véi dong chinh, biét vai tro clia tiéng Viét trong
hién tai va tuong lai rasao, vai tro cia tiéng Anh (hay la mét tiéng 54 tai khdc) trong viéc
gidi thiéu chinh chiing ta vai ngudi ngodi...

Thé Ky 21 rdt vinh du va sung sudng gidi thiéu vdi ban doc 56 bdo véi mot chii dé
nhiéu y nghia va dugc thuic hién mét cdch xudt sdc nhu thé nay, va xin cdm on cdc vin
hitu Nguyén Huong va Déng Tho Tho.

Thée Ky 21
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Lam gi cho sdng Tién,
sbng Hau?

Toi vira doc xong bai “Ngot
Nita ThEé K§ Tir Uy Ban Song
Mekong tGi Tuyén Ngon Con
Minh” trén Th& Ky 21 s6 197,
thang Chin, 2005.

Bai viét rit ro rang va day du
tai lidu d€ ddc gia thiy dong song
Ciru Long dang di dén thdi cin
“diéu tri”... v néu khong chin
ditng dudc 11 céi dap d thudng
nguon thi dong bing sdng Citu
Long s€ trd thanh mot bai sa mac,
n€u Trung Qudc thing tay si
dung tat ca nudc tit nguon.

La ngui 16n 1én & dong bing
song Ctm Long, va da viéng Bién
HO lién tuc trong nim nim, tHi da
thdy mua nudc li ciing nhu mila
han hén... Thuong cho suthi€n cin
“ia nha linh dao Cambdt da danh
A thi€u suy ludn va lai con chiu
in Trung Quéc, nhung ding trich
1hiit vin la surlam dung tai nguyén
:ia TT Bush, ngay ca trén dat My,
va da khong ky vao Kyoto Proto-
20l...

That té1 nghi¢p cho nhitng
sidbng sdng hién diu da va dang
1 6 nhiém, cé tic ddng tiéu cuc
4t manh [am tai hai d&n s sinh
on clia dong thuc vit, k€ lubn
a sitc khoe con nguti di dudc
‘hiing n6 nudi duBGng tir thud khai
\iguyen!

Theo ddi dén tin tic ¢6 lién
juan dén Pong Bing Séng Ciu
song thi khong thé khong lo cho
1 sdng con cilia giong Citu Long
jiang trong vai thé k¥ sip 161,
au khi Trung Qudc hoan tit va
U dung nhitng cdi diap trén
huong ngudn dé tao dién luc, de
iém ché 1 lut, d€ khai thac dat
lairudng ray, sO phin clia nhitng

ngudi sinh sdng tuy thude vao
lugng nudc Citu Long Giang
bing ndng ngwnghiép & cic midc
ha ngudn nhu Thai, Lao, Mién,
Viét s€ ra sao?

Piéu chicchin nhit i Giong
Tonlé Sap s€ khong con hai thuy
tri¢u siu thing nudc 12n tran ngép
Bi€n Ho, cai ndi nudi cac loai
thiy san, va sdu thing nudc
xudng mang theo vb s tOm cé
cho nhitng ngudi dang séng doc
bén bd Song Hiu Séng Tien.
Noéng nghiép clia Micén Tay sé
di vé dau khi ludng nudc khod
can? Liéu nhitng miét viutin ciy
trai xum xué xanh mat ciia mién
Ty c6 con ton tai hay khong?

Péng Bing Song Ciu Long
s€ trd thanh mot ban sa mac, nudc
bi€n s& lan vao ndi dia. Mila ning
s€ bi thi€u nudc, stc nong sé
thiéu chay nhitng cinh dong phi
nhiéu nhét nhi the gidi.

Viy, ching ta, nhitng ké co

- long, phai lam gi day? Liéu tat

ca ngudi Viét hai ngoai trén
khip niim chiu c6 thé hdp tic
dé lén ti€ng, hay lam mot cai
gi thuc t€ cho dong sdng Héiu
séng Tién d€ cho né sdng thém
vai th€ ky nita?

Huong Sa Mac

(Mesa, Arizona)

“Khép lal qua kht™ hay
“Yba dau vét 6i 4c”?

Trong bai “Vé tinh trang nghién
ctu van hoc tai mién Bic nhifng
nam 60" trong s6 The Ky 21 thang
Chin vira roi, t5i vo cing cAm dong
khi doc doan 6ng Nguyén Hué
Chi nhan xét vé chuyén “khép lai
qua khit”’ ciia dang Cong san Viet
Nam. Nghia I ho 15 di khong nhic
lai nhiing gi tan 4c ho da lam trong
qua kh, nhv cii cich rudng dat,
vu Nhin Van Giai Phim v.v... va
ong ciing nhan d6 de cap dén viéc
chinh ho da tao ra viéc vugt bién
khi€n hang trim ngan ngudi chét
ngoai bién. Ong viét:

- THE KY 21 - 8O 198 THANG MUGI, 2005

“ ... Ta thi nhin lai ma xem,
baonhi€u nguti titng bi xt1y trong
cude ddu tranh chdng nhém Nhéan
Van Giai Pham, bi treo bit, bi cai
tao, bi tit day, hang chuc, vai chuc
nam, cho dén nay di ngudi nao
dude Ién ti€ng néi lai mot 15i cho
thba d4ng? Ma kha nhi€u ngudi
da ché&t roi chit, nhy cac anh Tran
Dan, Phiing Quan, Phimg Cung,
ba Thuy An... ‘Khép lai’ kiéu iy
thi thir héi cai goi la cong bang §
dau? Ciing gidng nhv hang triéu
ngudi vi quan bifc ma phai bo nutdc
ra di, dau nhitng nim 80, lic bdy
g chiing ta & trong nudic, c6 thé
noi 1a khong lam gi ca. Ma trong
khi d6 thi ho dang chét, dang 1&nh
dénh va rat nhiéu ngudi chét 3 trén
bi€n ci. Biy giv ching ta néi:
Khép lai qua khi! Ping! Hoan
toan ding! Th€ nhung khép lai
khong c6 nghia Ia — tdi tin rang
khong ai nghi la —nhw vay la thoi,
hay quén hét ca di, hdy quén ca
nhitng cii chét cha nhifng ngudti
ay di va khong cdn chiéu tuyét
cho nhiitng con ngudi di chét cuc
ché€t tiii trén bi€n nita. T61 nghi
khép lai nhu the khong 6n, khong
bao gity 6n dugc.”’

Pay 1a lan dau tién tdi nghe
mdt ngudi thude ch€ do Ha Noi
|én tifng vé nhitng chuyén nay,
va t6i cdm ddng vi dd dén lic
luong thm clia ngudi Viet Narmn troi
day, khong con sd su ngudc ngao
cla cubing quyen nita, Va la thay,
trong nudc hay ngoai nudc ti€ng
noi cha ludng thm Ay cling twong
tw nhuwnhau. S8 b4o Thé Ky 21 s6
195 thang Bay vita qua vdi cht
dé “Tudng niém va xdc pham
ngudi da chét” oo tic gia da goi
hanh vi “khép lai qua khi” Ay 1a
“X6a diu vEt 13i 4¢” Toi nghi cach
goi Ay Ia chinh x4c nhit, ma & vi
iri chia Oong Nguyen Hué Chi, du
muén, Ong cling khong thé noi
thang thirng ra nhu th€ dude. 1§
do mdt ké chuyén che diy, x6a di
nhiing t61 4c ma minh di lam chi



c6 thé giai thich 1a vi ké Ay vin
con mang cai ac, cdn ti€p tuc gay
to1 4c, c6 the dudi mot hinh thic
khéc, nén Iic ndo cling cf ging
lam cho minh “nhe t1.” Va nhv
thé, xba dau vét tdi 4c, nghi cho
cing, cling chinh 14 mot loal to1
ac mdi.

Huynh Hilu Nghi (Germany)

Dung Quat

Dung Quét ngay nay ding la
mot khiic gin ga cia Dudng Tu.
Nudt khong vo, ma nhé ra ciing
khong dugc. Cai khd 1a ngay tit
lic dau bay dit ra chuyén ny,
nhiéu ngudi da thay a n6 s& b
tic, thim chi nhicu cong ty nudc
ngoai da thoai thac khong chiu
cong tic trong du'an Xxay nha may
loc diu tai dia diém Ay. Bao nhiéu
cii bat Idi da dirge phoi bay, mot
cach khoa hoc, tinh todn dau ra
d4y, nhung tit ci déu bi bac bo.
Chi vi “dAng ta” da quy&t dinh. Y
mudn clia ding ta 1a t6i thudng,
mic k& tAt cA moi su, mic ké su
ton kém 16n lao ma nhan dén phai
& c6 ra ma ginh chiu, dé rdi ching
g7t héi dudc ci khi khd g c&. 1 am
kinh t€ qudc gia ma cf nhu mot
mon qua dem bi€u xén ngudi nay
nguti kia, Quang Ngii la qué
Pham Vin Péng va Trin Ditc
Ludng — mot 6ng la Tha Tudng,
mot Ong 14 Cha tich nufc — vay
nén danh lay mot cong trinh 16n
clia qudc gia cho qué hudng cia
hai ngai. Mén qua phai 16n 16n,
trong sao cho dugc, chd thon mén
qué coi ciing k. Con gi hon I
mdt nha may loc dau. M6n nay
qui mdi, qui binh, mAy ngan ddi
nudc Viét Nam chua hé biét tdi.

Mot déng tién d6 xudng bién -
nhung khdng sao, mot dong khong
nhé di do vao tii cac ngai lién
quan d&n dv an nay roi. Ong Hb
Chi Minh khi dat 161 Viet cho bai
Qudc TE Ca ciing di tién liéu dicu
d6 roi khi viét cau: “Bao nhiéu loi
queyén tét qua tay minh.” Vita loi,

vita quyen, tit cA phai § trong tay
minh. The ia da, muc e the 1a
dat duge. Con dit nuidc, dan toc:
chuyén nho!

Tri Bink (Internet)

Chir Viét gc Tau

Bai ban vé chit Viét gbc Tau
(lién ti€p hai s6 Thé Ky 21 thang
Tam vi thing Chin 2005) doc thiy
ngd ngd, hay hay. Mdi bi€t ring
ti€ng Viet con mdt mang nay ciing
rit phong phii ma chua dudc hé
thong hoa, hay ding hon chua
duidc coi la chinh théng, vi vin con
nam trong ngdn ngit noi cia mot
ving, chwa pho bién & thm mic
qudc gia. Khong nhu tiéng Han
Viét @ chiém mot d 1é rdt 16n
trong ngon ngii Viét Nam, nhd
nudc ta qua mot thoi k¥ rat dai
dimg Han t nhi Ia chuyén ngit
chinh thiic trong hanh chanh va
thi i, nhitng “chit Viét g&c Tau”
du gi di nita da dudc diing trong
nhi€u ddfi, da trd thanh quen thude
& mien Nam Viét Nam, dic biét
Shi Gon va Chd Lén I mbt trung
tim 18n vé nhiéu mit clia ca nudc.
Ong ba chiing ta da Viét hoéa cich
doc chit nho, con “chit Viét gdc
Tau” chi do anh hudng i nhién
qua giao ti€p, nghe sao (bit chudc)
noi (lai) viy, nén c6 vé ndm na,
dén d6 co6 nhiéu chit ching ta
khong ngd la tirngdn ngir Tau, nhu
chit Chigc, hém bé lang, tau viyéu,
xit ban, xi mimg... Do d6 bai viét
nay hitu ich & chd cho ching ta
bi€t ngudn gdc nhiéu tiéng nghe
rit quen, dén d6 tudng n6 khong
c6 gbc, nhung thit ra cling bit

ngudn i mot... tiéng Tau.
Phan Binh Son
(Washington DC)

Bo mit that dan dan hién ra

Nim ngodi trong s6 The Ky 21
dic biét vé Phan Thanh Gian,
chiing t6i da ring minh khi doc
bai clia Tran Huy Liéu Ién 4n cu
Phan. Nam nay bai “Vé finh trang

nghién cttu viin hoc tai mién Bic
nhifng ndm 60" do Thuy Khué
phong vin GS. Ngnyén Hué Chi
(Theé Ky 21 197, thang Chin, 2005)
1a1 Jam cho 61 chodng vang, ling
bing 16 tai. Kinh qué di! Khéng
ngd dang cdng sén doi x vdi dat
nudc nhw viy. Nghe ong Hug Cha
tom tat nhitng gi ho “danh” dng
Pham Quynh, éng Nguyén Van
Vinh thi c6 th€ nhin they b9 mat
tht clia c4i “cii nghia Méc” &y
nhy th€ nao. Thé ma nay ‘“‘chi
nghia” 4y vin tiép tuc cai tri Viét
Nam mdi la la ling chd!

Phan Vin Binh (Interner)

Doc Gia Mai

Tuan Nguyen — CA; Nguyen
Thi Tuyet Mai - CA
Péc Gia Gia Han

Duong Thuy Yen - CA;
Nguyén Tuting Van—MD; Huynh
Hoang Cutng — NY, Dang Thi
Nham - VA; Chu Vuong Mien —
CA; Tran Them —~CA; Bui C Hong
— AZ; Vii Ng6 Quy — Canada;
Nguyen Thanh Nam — CA; Tréan
Lai Bién — CA; Hoang Xuén
Thi€u — CA; Luu Nguyen — CA,;
Nguyén Viét Thanh — CA; Pham
Pitc Chu — VA; Phan Lac Ti€p —
CA; Nguyén Vin Quynh — CA;
Huyen Dinh — NM; Dong My
Dang — Canada; Nguyen Van
Huong — PA; Nguyen Ngoc Lien
— TX; Nguyen Huu Viet — OK,
Nguyén Tu P4u—CA; Bui Trong
Chuong—OR,; Tran Phi —FL; Tran
K Toan — OK; Tran Ngoc Du —
TX; Pham Le Huong — CA; Tran
TDo-CA;Nguyet Nguyen—FL;
Christine Nguyen — MA; Pham
Toan — NY; Thuan Hua - MO
Pic Gia Thay Pai Pia Chi

Tradng Toan — CA; David &
Tina Doan —CA: Pham Toan-NY
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Sau Katrina dén Rita:

gay 15 thiang Chin vita qua, Birc Dat
NLai Lat Ma da t6indi chuyén tai trudng

Quan tr1 Kinh doanh Garvin, thudc Pai
hoc Thunderbird & ti€u bang Arizona. Ngai n6i:
“Quy vi can hiéu ring twong lai cia quy vi tiy
thudc nhitng ngudi khac, twong lai cua ca nhan
tity thudc ca xa hdi.”” Bai giang cua nha tu si
nay dé€n ding lic nudc M§ dang cin, vi hai
trin bdo Katrina va Rita. Bai twOng thuit (va
video) trén trang nha cia Thunderbird dan
nhitng 151 giang cta Pic Pat Lai Lat Ma.

Quyén hic va clia cii ¢6 thé mang lai nhitng
“nu cudi nhén tao,” ngai néi, nhung chi cé dic tir
bi va trdnh khoi nhitng xtc dong tin hai cla hin
thii va gidn dit, ching ngan khéng cho ching ta
nhin thdy su thit, mdi dem lai tim an hda lau dai.

“Ngudi ta tham qua. Ong ¢ 100,000 d6 la rdi
vin mudn c6 nhiéu hon. Ong-c6 mét triéu d6 la
roi vin mudn thém. Toi dd néi dda vi mot nha
doanh nghiép, ‘6ng 14 nd 1& cia déng tién.’ Néu
dng c6 chiit tién, hay dem cho ngudi khic! Ba
vién trudng Angel Cabrera néi viéc mdi Pic Pat
Lai Lat Ma td1 dai hoc 1a mét trong nhitng ngay
I6n nha't trong lich sif trutng. Py 14 lan diu tién
ngai noi chuyén vdi cic sinh vién cao hoc quan
tri kinh doanh MBA.

Chinh phi M¥ sé& chi tiéu thém 200 ty trong
mAiy nim t6i d€ tdi thi€t cdc ti€u bang bi bdo
Katrina va Rita tan pha. Nhung khi nhin thiy
nhifng cAnh cudp boc x4y ra sau trin cudng phong,
khi chitng ki€n canh nhitng x4c chét nim chd chén
cit vi nhifng ngudi ti nan con séng tranh gidnh
nhau miéng dn, nudc udng, ching ta thiy nhitng
tai hai vé vit chit khdng dang lo bing suf suy sup
vé tinh than. Loai ngudi cd the séng va phai séng
vdi nhau theo céch i t€ hon.

Thién tai cé thé tao cd hdi cho loai ngudi biét
gilip dd nhau, thuong yéu, dum boc nhau hon. d
nhitng X hay bi bdo tuyét, ngudi l4i xe thuting
dirng lai hoi tham va gidp nhitng ngudi bi hu xe
doc dudng nigay ci trong mila Am 4p, vi ngudi ta
da tap dudgc théi quen twdng trg. Nhitng théi quen
tot d6, cé thé goi 1a tinh thin cong dan, 1a vin
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héa, 14 mot thit hdp dong xi hdi. Moi ngudi ngim
ki két v6i nhau 1a phai tuong trd. Vi khong ai
bi€t d&n liic nao minh s& 12 nan nhin cin gitip
d3. Nhitng ngudi song d noi do thi it khi bi€u 16
tinh than tuong trg nhw nhitng ngudhi & thén qué
hay ¢ mién ritng ndi. Vi § thanh phé ngudi ta c6
mét hé théng twong trd chinh thitc gdm nhitng
canh sit, xe citu thuong, citu héa rat gan; con &
mién dong qué khong co.

Nhung thién nhién va khung cinh séng khong
phai 1A nhitng ngudn gbc duy nhit tao nén 6¢ tudng
trd trong xd hdi. Vin héa cling dong mot vai tro

quan trong. Nhi¢u nén viin héa coi trong tinh thian.

phuc vu tip thé, ndi khic thi 6¢ doc ldp va tu lap
¢4 nhin dude dé cao. Cé nén vin hoa dé cao Nghia,
c6 chd hay néi dén Ldi, nhAn manh chuyén phin
chia quyen 1di cong bang. Ca hai khuynh hudng
d6 déu cb gia tri, nhung khi ditng tritc mot thién
tai, khi moi ngudi déu 1A nan nhén, thi khéng con
ai phai ban vé cach phan chia quyén ldi nita. Lic
d6 moi nguti phai lam viéc Nghia. Viéc Nghia,
titc 13 1am nhifng bon phin luin 1y, khong do mot
ban hop dong hay nhitng di€u luat ndo bit bude.
Mot dicu nguiii ta ca ngdi dan ching & thanh phd
Kobe Nhat Ban Iz sau mét trdn dong dit tan pha
kinh hoang, moi ngudii vin sdng trong trit tr va
tim cAch gitip 8 1in nhau mdt cich hitu hiéu. Trong
khi d6 chinh phii Nhat Ban bi ché cubi vi t6 chic
viée cltu trd rit vung vé, ludm thudm.

Nhitng hinh 4nh cudp cta, héi d6 & New Or-
leans, Louisiana, lam chiing ta nhd lai nhitng vu
hon loan xAy ra & Los Angeles han 10 nim trudc,
hay canh cuép béc & thanh phd New York sau khi
bi ciip dién. Hau nhy trong xd hoi My di chia
chéit sdn nhitng mAm mong bao loan, chi chd c6
cd héi 1a bung 1&n. Cd hoi tdi khi mang 1udi bao
vé triit tu chung bi v& b&. M6t xi hoi sdng véi
nhau twong d6i trong trit tw va binh an, vi dudc
rang bubc trong mot mang Iudi ludt phap va nhiing
phong tuc, tip quan do truyén thong vin héa tao
ra. Khi dién tit lam cé thanh ph6 t61 om va canh
sat phai di canh cdc nga duting, hay khi bio lut
Jam canh sit ban ron citu ngudi, chi cin mdt nhém
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ké gian nho bit du di cudp phd, ddm cudp ngay
cang 16n, 16i kéo dé€n nhitng ngudi binh thutng
van song luong thién, thé€ Ia tao thanh mot tinh
trang vO chinh phu.

Tai sao trin dong dit & Kobe may nim trudc
khong sinh ra m6t vu cudp béc, dot pha twong tu'?
C6 1€ vi sau khi gudng may canh sat giit trat tr
mAt hiéu luc, thi vin cdn mdt hé théng hd trg
khéc, 1a dao 1§, Moi ngudi séng chung vdi nhau
da chia sé nhitng gia tri ludn Iy chung. Khi khong
con ai lo bao vé Iuit phip nita thi mbi ngudi vin
bao vé& hé thdéng gi4 tri luAn 1§ d6. Lun ly cha
cidc xi hoi loal ngudi, trén cin ban thudng bio
chiing ta phai cong tac v6i nhau, gitip dd lan nhau.
Nhu ciu cong tac d€ sdng chung d6 mdi x4c dinh
nhitng quy tdc, nhitng tiéu chuin dé thé hién ra
trong cudc sdng. Nhu phai hi€u thdo, trung thanh,
nghia hi€p, bac ai, thudng yéu, vin van.

Biy gid 1a lic nhitng nha lanh dao tinh than &
M§ hoat dong manh hon nita, d€ cling tao mot
nén dao 1y c6 tinh cach xi hoi, ¢6 tinh chit céng
ddng nhiéu han. Oc vi Idi va dé cao quyén lgi c4
nhin cin dugc gidm bét. Cin dao cobng bing,
nhung ciing can tim long trong nghia. Tré em
cin dudc day nhitng bai cong din gido duc ngay

tir nhd. Khong phai chi 14 nhitng bén phén cla

mdi ngudi do1 vi Thuong d€ ma thdi, ma chinh
]2 nhitng bon phén clia con ngudi ddi v6i con
ngudi. Ngay ca nhifng nguoi khong c6 ton giao
ciing phai hoc va tip thuc hanh nhitng bon phin
th€ tuc dé.
Nhiéu ngui xau, ngudi tot

M&di 14n m6t con hoan nan x4y ra, ching ta
thiy xuit hién bd mat thit clia nhitng con ngudi
song trong d6. C6 dl cic khudn mét, nhitng ngudi
t6t va ngudi xAu. Cii xAu ching ta da nghe ké
nhiéu roi. Nhung bén canh nhitng cii xiu ciing
rit nhic¢u canh tugng t6t dep. |

Ngay xua & Viét Nam mdi khi c6 bdo lut, hda
hoan, nhiéu doan thanh nién tw d6ng 14p ra nhitng
uy ban cifu trg. Ngay nay, viec ciu trg ¢ My bot
phét trén internet. Nhitng méu “Rao Vat” tu nguyén
gitip dd xuat hi€n trén mang ludi Nola.com, diing
xa 10 thong tin, nhdm “Tat ¢& cho New Orleans,
Louisiana.” C6 3,500 twnhan & xa cong hi€n chd &
cho cécnan nhén lua chon, va ca 1,400 nguGi nhéan
trong nom gitp ché meéo lac chi. Mang Iudi mbi
ngay dudc 22 triéu lan ngudi ta vao doc va viét.
Hdn 20 ngan ngudi vao dé fim than nhin, hdn bén
ngan ngudi béo tin minh con song cho ba con biét.

M6t gia dinh tan ti€u bang Wisconsin cong hién:
“C6 phdng & cho ba 61 bon ngudi trong nha ching
to1, tai Berlin, Wisconsin. Gan truting hoc va nha
the. Khong nhdn ngudi hit thube, redu, ma tiy
hoac nuoi ché meo.”

Qua con bdo Katrina nhiéu ngudi trén thé gidi
nhin thay m6t b mat xiu xi cha nudc My, Ngudi
ta khéng coi nudc M¥ 1a mdt ki€u mau xiy dung
quoc gia nita, TS bado Libération & Phap binh ludn
ring trin cudbng phong Katrina da Jam hién
mot cidn bénh xd hdi ma trudc diy nguoi My
khong chiu nhin thing vao. Sting, cudp boc, ngudi
da tring chay tnrdc con ngudi da den ket lai,
nhitng ngudi gidu chay thoat nhanh chéng, con
nhitng ngudi nghéo khong ¢é xe, nhitng ngudi
gia y&u, bénh (it 12 nhitlng nan nhan bi bo rdi
mAy ngay tnide khi dudc citu gitip; m6t nha thuong
tu'da tir choi khong diing trire thing chd gidp bénh
nhin mo6t bénh vién tir thién bén canh trén bio,
vivu tién cAn chd nhin vién clia minh, Ong Aaron
Broussard, chii tich Gido xit Jefferson thudoc New
Orleans, ndi bi thiét hai ning nhét, than: “Chua
bao gidf ngudi My lai bé roi ngudi My & nhu thé
nay.” Du khach ké da thAy nhitng linh citu hda va
ngudi citu thudng 14y trdm do trong céc cita hang.
C6 nhitng cinh sit vién khong lam gi d€ ngan
chan bon dn cudp nhung lai di hoi cia. Hai trim
canh sit bo chay khéng lam viéc. Hai canh sat
vién da tu sat trong cdn tuyEt vong.

Nhung tai Fox Valley, ti€u bang Wisconsin,
nhi€u gia dinh t6 chitc vdi nhau to nguyén cung
c¢ip chd d cho cdc nan nhidn. Ngay trong nhitng
khu tan hai nhat & thanh pho New Orleans, ngudi
ta cling co gitip lin nhau chit khéng phai chi cé
nhitng ngudi di 4n cudp. Hai nif canh sat vién, ba
Taylor thi nha cra da bi mude pha tan, ba Fullwood
bi trdm 1Ay hét d6 dac, ca sing dan va do gidp
cling bi mAt, nhung ho van Jam viéc khong nghi
hon mét tuin 1€ d€ di ctu gitdp ngudi khic, ba
Fullwood da bi bin ba lan. Nit ca st Céline Dion
di tang hoi Hong thap td M§ mdt triéu db la ngay
khi con bdo vita mdi t6i. Trén man anh dai CNN
cd da khoéng cim dudc xic ddng khi dugc phong
van trde khi 1€n sdn khdu & Las Vegas, xudng
ngon vién Larry King phai hoi: C5 ¢é sao khéng?
Are you OK, Céline?

Va ¢c& nhiing ngudi vo duyén

Khi mdt nif ca si dang nudi con nhd bay td can
xtic dong cia minh, ching ta thong cam. Mot
ngudi ngoai qudc khéc cling chi trich chinh phi
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MYy trong dip nay la 6ng Fidel Castro, chi tich
Cuba. Ong tuyén bd sin sing giti 1,586 béc i
sang ctu ngudi bi nan & My. Chic nhiéu ngudsi
sé tinh nguyén xung phong [&én duting. Virit nhiéu
ngudi Cuba chi mong c6 dip ra khéi nudc rdi xin
ti nan cong san! Mot chinh tri gia cling vd duyén
khong kém la 6ng bd trudng Moi trudng sdng
trong chinh phu Piic, Jurgen Tritten; ng dem vu
bdo Katrina ra dé€ ché trach chinh sdch thién vé
cdc cong ty 16n cla chinh pht My, khong ki€m
sot hdi kh6i d€ ngén ngira nan khi quy€n néng
dan. Muc tiéu ciia 6ng khong phai la Téng thng
Bush ma la dang d6i lp dang c6 hy vong thiang
cit, ba Merkel thudng td ra ngudng mo éng Bush!
Bao chi & Au chiu ché éng Trittin khéng nhitng
v0 1y (bao Katrina khong li€n can gi téi hién tudng
khi quy€én néng din) ma con “vd duyén” (bad
taste) nita. Bdo Bild Zeitung & Diic t6 cdo, “Ong
Tritten cho ca th€ gifi thiy mot bd mat xau xi
cua nude Piic!” Ngudi Ha Lan ¢6 kinh nghiém
vé nan lut. Ho ciing trdnh khong chi trich chinh
quyén My thi€u hiéu ning trong viéc citu lut.
Nhat bio NCR Handelsblad c6ng nhin ring
“Chiing ta ciing khong dam bdo dim la s& phéi
hdp viéc cifu lut ciia chiing ta sé& c6 hiéu qua hdn.
Hay duyét xét lai tinh trang sip sén clia chiing ta
trudc khi chi trich ngudi My.”

‘Mot nhém du khach M§ ti¥ Oklahoma va Las
Vegas tdi, cung nhitng ngudi T:Ic, Canada, Anh
qudc, van van tu hop véi nhau khi tranh Iut bén
ngoal mot khu thuong x4 d New Orleans da chiing
kién canh cudp boc, hdi clia § thanh phé nay. Ho
0r t6 chic ddi song, bi€u quy&t khi cin dé sdng
v6i nhau theo 161 dan chi. Ho chitng ki€n canh
modt phu nit ngdi chét trén xe lin, trén he phd
sudt miy ngay. Bén canh la mdt xdc nim chét,
dd dugc che phi. Ban dém ho nghe ti€ng mot
phu nt kéu citu, ri nghe ti€ng siing nd, ma khong
th€ 1am gi dudc. C6 lic ho cling phai quyét dinh
di phd cita hang thwc phim va tiém an dé€ 13y
thitc an. Trong lic mAy ngudi ngoai quéc dang
an, mot nhom khoang 30 ngudi da den di t6i. Mot
ba da den trong thdy dam du khach, gidn dit hét
I€n: Tai sao miy ngudi da tring nay c6 thic in,
nudcudng ma chiing téi thi dang chét d6i? Nhidu
ngudi da den chi trich cac bao, dai thi€u vo .
Khi thdy nhitng ngudi da tring di ki€ém thic in
trong cdc cita hang bo trong thi nha bio néi la ho
di tim thifc dn; con khi d6 1a nhitng ngudi da den
thi ho ding chit “di &n cudp.”

Cdn gidn dit cia ngudi dan c6 thé théng cam.
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Ngudi da den ¢ New Orleans thubc 16p ngudi
nghéo nhét nudc, ho chi€m hai phin ba din s6.
Day ciing Ia thanh phd ¢6 4n mang cao gip 10
lin s6 binh quin cfia cd nudc My. Trong s§ 78
trudng hoc dudc coi la xdu nhdt ti€u bang
Lousiana thi ¢6 55 truding & thanh ph8 New Or-
leans. Hoi dong gido duc cho tdi s§ canh sit déu
c6 nhi€u quan chic bi truy t§ vé tham nhiing.
Sau trdn bdo, 6ng chi huy trudng canh sat da tr
chitc. Céi ngheo di doi véi cai dot, d3 dude huu
truyén tir hang thé€ ky, con ngudi ¢ d6 nhu nim
trong vong luin quin chita gd ra dude. Khi chinh
phi y&u cau tit ci nit ra khéi thanh phd, nhiéu
ngudi khong c6 phudng tién nio dé ra di. Va khong
ai nghi t3i mdt k& hoach di tAn ¢6 quy md. Mot
chinh phii d€ 1Am gi néu khong phai la gitp dan
chay thoat khoi nhitng thién tai dudc bio trurdc?

C6 xi nghiép & New Orleans da quyét dinh sé
d6i vé Baton Rouge, di mua ca khu dat d€ xiy
citnha cho nhén vién. M6t bic si mua ngay ngdi
nha vdi gid doi 1a 375,000 d6 la, chiu tra gia gip
ddi. Hon 400 ngan din & d6 cam thiy phai tu vé
khi doan xe chd nhitng ngudi ti nan tdi lam ting
diin s6 thém gan mot trim ngan. C6 mot gia dinh
ti nan vao tiém giay & Baton Rouge, cd nha mdi
ngudi chon mdt ddi gidy, di thit vao chin rdi than
nhi€n di ludn, coi nhv minh c6 quyén dude moi
ngudi “cifu trd.” Ngay cita hang ban sing d Ba-
ton Rouge ciing phdt tai. Nhung mdt phin ba
nhifng ngudi mua dao va sing chinh 14 din tinan
mudn khi trd v€ ho c6 vii khi tw v&. Nhi€u ngudi
ti nan dang & Houston quyét dinh trd lai New
Orleans cing sém cang tot. Trd vé ngdi nha minh,
thanh phé clia minh, bit dau xAy dung lai. Mot
ngudi dan d6ng 58 tudi néi, bd di ludn thdy minh
hé then, giéng nhu bé rdi mdt ngudi ban dang
cAn minh.

Ching ta dd ching ki€n nhi¥ng cédnh tang
thuong, kinh hoang, nhung ciing khdng thi€u
nhiing hinh 4nh cAm ddng Vi tinh ngudi dude bay
to trong con hoan nan chung. M6t ndm, hai nim
nita, din din ngudi ta s& quen di. Thanh phd New
Orleans s& sOng lai, khu Pho Phip s& song lai,
nhac Jazz lai vang rén va du khach lai a8 vé& chd
ngay Hoi Mardi Grass. Ngudi M¥ hoc rit nhanh,
ho sé& rit tia nhitng kinh nghi€m, sita chita cic sai
lam dé chd dbi phé véi cac thién tai mdi. Nhiéu
ngudi sé v thic rd rang hon vé su chénh l&ch
gidu nghéo, véinhitng ngudi da den 1am vao ciAnh
nghe&o truyén ki€p, finh trang d6 khong thé kéo
dai dugc. Nhung ngudi My cling rdt mau quén.
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Trong cic k¥ bau cit nam 2006 va 2008, cic nha
chinh tri s& dem trin bdo ra dé db toi cho nhau.
Sau do, chic hau hét moi ngudi s& quén Katrina.
Trix cic cOng ty xdy cit lo diu than viéc bao vé
mién duyé&n hai Vinh Mexico. Chic phai tdi nim
2008 nhitng dv' 4n mdi bit dau, vi ngan sich nhiéu
chuc ty my kim. Bi€t bao nhiéu thién tai d3 d6 1én
trii dat nay. Biét bao cinh nhitng ngudi xiu, ngudi
tot, va ci nhitng ngudi v duyén ting dién ra trén
san khau cudc dvi. Va ddi séng vin ti€p dién.

Tong thong Bush bj bio rét

Tong théng Bush da Iii mot budc vé chinh tri.
Ong Michael Brown, gidm doc Cd quan Cip citu
lién bang FEMA, da bi du ludn, bio chi, cic dan
bi€u qudc hdi phe chinh pht va phe ddi lap chi
trich lién ti€p, phai tir chitc. S6 ngudi ung hd dng
Bush dang xudng thap. Nhitng khi tai hoa Idn x4y
ra, dit do khiing b6 pha hoai hay do thién tai, dn
M§ thuding doan k€t sau lung dng tong théng. Vu
11 thiang 9 nam 2001 1a mdt biang chitng, lic d6 uy
tin clia Tong thong Bush di 1&n cao nhit, trén 80
phén trim déin ching ting hd 6ng. Nhung khi chinh
quyén khong ting phé dutde vdi tai hoa, nhin nhitng
thAm canh hién ra trén ti vi, ngudi din coi ong
tong thong la ngudi chiu trich nhiém, Cinh tuong
nhitng ngudi chay bao lut doi, khat, bénh tit va
chét chéc khong dudc citu kip thdi sudt ba bon
ngay; ci nudc xic dong va cé thé gidi ngac nhién
vé nudc M§. Nghién citu du luin clia Pew Re-
search cho thiy ngay trong sO nhilng ngudi theo
dang Cong Hoa, t¥ 1€ nguti ing hod 6ng Bush ciing
gidm mat chin phdn trim. Nhitng ¢ tri ¢6 tin
ngudng nhiét thanh von 12 thanh tf bd phiéu cho
ong Bush; nay ho ciling gidm long tin. Ong mat
chin phan trim trong s6 nhiing gido hitu Tin lanh

Thuyét gido (Evangelical) va mat 12 phan trim .

trong s& tin d6 Coéng gido.

Piéu moi ngudi déu thay, Ia chinh phti Bush
phén tng qua cham chap khi thién tai Katrina tan
phia New Orleans, t4i trdn bdo Rita cac cip chinh
quyén da chuin bj sin sing hon. Mic dil da tuyén
bd tinh trang khin trudng trudc khi bao Katrina
tdi, ong Bush hau nhu khong nhin thdy dudc tim
vc cha tai hoa sip x4y ra 1dn th€ nao. Phé Tong
théng Dick Cheney ti€p tuc di nghi h&, tim mua
mdt ngdi nha mdi gid gan ba triéu dd la, ba Ngoai
tridéng Condoleezaa Rice van di coi nhac kich &
Broadway. Trong cudc tranh cf nim ngodi, ong
Bush thing di¢m dng Kerry vi cudc vin dong nhin
manh vao kha ndng lanh dao va dic kién quyét

clia Ong tride con nguy bi€n, trong khi dng Kerry
dudc md ta 1a ngudi lirng chimg, hay thay ddi ¢
ki€n. Bay gid thi chinh kha nang linh dao ctia 6ng
Bush bi nghi ngtf. Nhiéu ngudi do 6ng ding khong
i6 ta c6 khd ning. Cuu gidam doc FEMA khong c6

. kinh nghiém nao vé cifu cip nhung dude bo nhiém

vi |4 ban cia ngudi gidm doc cii, mdt cuu -chanh
van phong tong thong. Ba Julic Myers dudc bd
lAm gidm doc Di tri vA Quan thu€ khdng c6 kinh
nghiém nao vé€ nganh nay, nhung c6 ho v6i Tudng
Richard Myers va 1y nguti chanh vin phong ciia
ong Bo trudng Noi An. Ong Donald Rumsfeld, Bo
trudng Qudc phong da bi chi trich vé kha ning
hoach dich va diéu khi€n cudc chi€n tranh Traq.
Vién chitc cao nhit trong chinh phti vé Tiép liéu bi
bit trong thang Chin vi dinh liu t§i mdt vu an vé
tham nhiing ctia nhitng ngu®i cdng tic véi dan biu
Tom DeLay, truding khoi Cong Hoa & Ha vién. Ong
Del_ay, dong minh manh nhét ctia Tong thdng Bush
# Ha vién ciing da bi truy 0 vi pham ludt giy quy
bau cif ciia ti€u bang Texas, trong lic Nghi si Bill
Frist, trudng khdi Cong Hoa & Thudng vién dang
bi Cd quan Ching khoan quéc gia diéu tra vé mdt
vu ban co phan.

Nhicéu ngudi chéng 6ng Bush tir liu nay bay

gitd cdc ¢ ki€n ciia ho dudc nhéc lai, iy vu bao

Katrina lam béng chitng. Nhiing nguti bao vé& mbi
truting chi trich dng 14 tir Au dng vAn khong quan
tim dén viéc bio v& micn bd bien thAp quanh Vinh
Mexico. Nguti chong chién tranh cho la vi dng
dua quén doi va vé binh qua Irag nén thi€u ngudi
cliu trd va bao vé trit tw. Pang Dan Chi nhéin dip
nay chi trich dang Cong Hoa chi trong dén nhitng
ngudi giau, ngudi da tring, bo roi cic nan nhin da
den ngheo khé. Trin bao Katrina md lai vét thuong
chia r& chung toc trong xa hoi My, lau nay tudng
da yén. Tai hoa xdy ra & mot thanh phd v4i hai
phan ba dén ching 13 ngutii da den. C6 35 phan
trim ngudii da den & d6 khong c6 xe hdi dé chay
bdo, so v6i 15 phan trim trong s6 ngudi da tring.

Hién nay ngay céc dai bi€u quéc hdi thuc dang
Cong Hoa ciing td ra doc 1ap v6i Toa Bach 6c,
nhAt I3 nhitng ngutfi sip phai t4i tranh cifnim 2006.
Hiép u6c tr do mAu dich véi mdt s6 nude Trung
M da dudc Ha vién thong qua véi da s& mot phi€u
duy nhat sau khi dan bi€u Tom DeLay di thic ddy
tirng ngudii, méc dit ding Cong Hoa chiém da s&
trén 30 phi€u. Nhiéu nghi s7 Coéng Hoa ciing dit
lai vin dé vé ngin sich chién tranh Iraq va cic
chudng trinh chi tiéu cia chinh phi, sau hai trin
bao 16n.
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Khi tai dic cit nim ngodi, Tong thong Bush
tuyén bo ring ong di dudc din ching iy nhiém
va cho 6ng mdt s& “von liéng chinh tri” dng s&
dem dung trong nhiem k¥ thit hai. Moi ngudi tién
dodn trong bén nim nay ong s& thiic d4y nhitng
chudng trinh chinh tri bdo thu cia dang Cong Hoa,
v&i uy tin chinh tri d6 ong s€ thanh cong. Trong
nhifng nam 2001, 2003 Tong théng Bush di biét
st dung uy tin clia 6ng lén cao sau vu khiing bé 11
thdng Chin va cic cudc chi€n thing & Afghanistan
va Iraq. On g da dua ra nhitng chuong trinh cit giam
thué€ ma ngudi chi trich néi 13 mang lgi ich qua
nhiéu cho 18p ngu®i gidu ¢6. Ong Bush mudn thiic
day quoc hdi chap thuin cho cic luit cit thu€ dé
thanh vinh vién, thay vi s& hét hiéu lvc sau nim
2010. Ong Bush cling muén cii t5 Quy huu béng
xa hé1 Social Security, trong do ¢6 tham vong thanh
lap nhitng qui huu bong c4 nhin, dugc nhitng ngudi
tré ¢6 lgi tdc cao ung ho.

Néu nhitng d dinh trén dudc thuc hién, Téng
théng George W, Bush s& dudc ghi vao lich sit nhu
2 ngudi & Bam cudc cich mang x3 hoi & M, thay
ddi dudng 16i quéc gia di dudc dinh hudng tir thap
nién 1930 thei Tong théng Franklin Roosevelt. Nhiéu
ngudi di trong doi Tong thdng Bush s& bién ddi nudc
MY, tir nay s€ theo khuynh hudng dang Cong Hoa,
mot tri€t 1§ chinh trj d& cao tr do cA nhén, trich
nhiém ca nhén; thay thé cho triét Iy clia dang Dan
Chu trong dé vai trd ciia nha nude dudc coi trong,
Tri€t Ly “chinh phti nhé” d4 dudc cic vi 1Ong thong
dang Cong Hoa ho hao tir [au, nhy khi 6ng Reagan
tranh ctt, dng n6i: “Chinh phit khong gidi quyét dugc
van d¢; chinh phti 12 vAn dé ta phéi gii quyé&t!”
Khuynh hudng bao thii nhin thiy toan nhiing nhudc
di€m clia bd may céng quyén, ho mudn cit nhd
chinh phli thém dugc bao nhiéu hay bay nhiéu.
Ngudc lai, cic xi nghigp tu, t8 chitc tw dudc coi [a
ki€u mau lam viéc c6 hiéu niing va mang lai 1di ich
cho tit cA moi ngudi. Tw tudng nay da lay lan ra
trong dan ching, dugc tang 16p trung huu ting hd.
Ngay Tong théng Bill Clinton thudc ding Dan Cha,
ndm 1996 ciing ho khau higu “Ching ta biét chinh
phu 16n khong ¢6 moi giai d4p. Chiing ta bi€t khong
th€ it mdi vin dé lai c6 mdt chudng trinh chinh phtt
.. Thofi dai clia chinh phit 16n d4 qua ri!” Ong Clinton
da ha thip vai trd ciia cic nha chinh tri trong viéc tr
quéc! Trong mdt nudc My kinh € ting trudng lau
ky luc thoi dng Clinton JAm tong théng, chinh cic
nha quan tri xi nghiép mdi 2 anh hing dudc moi
ngudi ngudng mo.

Nhung dng Clinton tuyén b8 qui sém. Vu 11
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thang 9 lam thay doi tit ca. Ong Bush lai Ia ngudi
di lam cho gudng may chinh pht phdng to 1én.
Nam 2001 lic 6ng Bush nhdam chic, ngin séch
chinh phit My chi€ém 18.5% Tong sin ludng Néi
dia; ndm nay, trdc khi tinh cdc chi phi vi bdo
Katrina va Rita, ngédn sach chinh phii [&n t61 19.8%
GDP. Cit tinh tron GDP cta My 1a 11 ngan ti d6 la
mot nam, sO gia ting 1a 143 ¥ my kim. Cing lic
dé, trong ldnh vuc tw, bao nhiéu vi quan déc xi
nghiép bi truy 16 ra tda vé toi nhiing lam, gian doi
lita ddo cac cd dong va chinh quyén.

Bdo Katrina c6 thé Jam cho nhiéu ngudi nhin
thdy vién twdng khac. Vai trd ctia chinh quyén trd
thiinh can thi€t khi phai d6i phé véi nhiing tai hoa
I0n chung cho ca xa hdi. Bao Wall Sreet lay vu
Katrina ra dé chi trich su bt luc ciia gudng may
cong quyén. Nhutng c6 thé trao phé moi viéc cho
tw nhan hay khéng? Nguwi ta ¢ thé dang ca ngdi
hi€u ning cla cong ty Wal Mart trong nhiing ngay
bao lut. Cong ty da di chuyén dugc hét nhan vién
clia ho, d6 ctu trg dugc dua t6i mot cich nhanh
chéng, cong ty cam két cho cbng nhan vién viéc
lam & ndi dang ti nan, va cling déng gép 23 tricu
my kim cho quy citu trd quic gia. Nhung liéu cé
th€ trao pho tit cA viéc phong vé thién tai, giif trit
t, an ninh, citu cAp cho cac xi nghiép tr dudc
khong? Mot xi nghiép tu nhv Halliburton dang bi
kién vi gian ldn khi ddu thau cho bd Quéc phong;
li€u c6 th€ hoan toan tin twdng & cic xi nghiép tu
hay khong?

Béo Katrina s& 1dm cho nhiéu ngu®i nghi lai vé
vai trd ctia chinh quyén. Néu chinh quyén bat hrc
trong nhitng ngay dau thién tai x4y ra, thi phai tim
cich sita chita. Va c6 thé tin rang nguti My c6 kha
ning sita chita,

Ong Bush s& lanh chiu hau qué chinh tri v& su
chim tré clia gudng mdy chinh quyén lién bang
trong vi€éc ctu lut. Nhung khong ri€éng gi ong Bush,
cd nudc My s& phai suy nghi lai vé dudng hudng
chung ctia quéc gia. Chiing ta da thiy nhiing diu
hiéu. Quéc hdi M§ hau nhu di bd qua khong dem
chuyén bai b thu€ di san ra ban nita, dit ring thing
truSc con bio ai ciing coi d6 la chuyén quy&t dinh
xong roi. Trong lic nay ai lai dem chuyén cit thu&
cho nhifng ngu®i giau nhit nudc, mi con s8 nhitng
ngudi dude hudng chi cé vai chuc ngan ngudi théoi!
Ngén sach chinh phtt My s€ con ting va khi€m hut
nhiéu hdn vi hiu qua vu bao lut. Liéu diéu d6 cé
anh hudng t6i cudc chi€n d Iraq hay khong? Khong
ai ngd mot con bio lai thay doi ban cif chinh trj
clia mdt cuting qudc nhu vay!
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Lanh Iuﬂéng Ehrstn Demacratic Union
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Plic Gerhard Schroeder [nh tu ding Social Democratic (SD)
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CUOC BAU CU DAY KICH TINH TAI PUC

TS BUI HANH NGHI
(Pitc Quéc)

ong miy tuin qua gidi chinh tri va quén
chiing tai Pifc xén xao vé cudc bau ci
ha vién, mdt cudc bau cit bt thudng,
dem lai k&t qua bt ngd va 161 hanh s bat xdng.

Bau cif bat thuing

Goi la bit thuting vi cudc bau clt da phéi 16
chitc m6t nim trde ky han. Cé hai 1y do chinh
dua dén su viéc bit thudng nay.

Thit nhit 12 vi chinh quyén dudng nhiém cta
thi tuwéng Schrrder da khong gidi quyét dugc
nhiéu vAn nan to 16n giy ra con khing hoang
trAm trong tai Pitc: khodng nim triéu ngudi tht
nghiép (ti s6 10-11 %), kinh t&€ ngay cang suy
sup, chinh sich thu€ khoa rudm ra va bat cong,
qui huu bdng can kiét, haing nim phai vay thém
mét s6 nd khdng 16 d€ bl viio 16 hdng ngén sach...

Thit hai 14 vi tudng quan luc hidng giita thudng
vién va ha vién bat 1di cho chinh phii, do d6 chinh
phi bibé tay khong hoat dong dudc binh thutng
va phai tr cho la bat luc.

Vai tro thudgng vien va ha vién

P& hiéu thém vé anh hudng twdng quan luc
lugng ha vién/thugng vién d6i vdi hoat dong ciia
chinh quyén, xin ghi lai mot vai chi ti€t v& hai
vién nay. Danh xung thudng vién va ha vién ¢
thé khi€n hiéu 1Am 14 c6 su phan biét ngdi thif va
gia tri gifta hai vién. Thuc ra hai vién chi khéc
nhau & thanh phin va nhiém vu:

- Ha vién (Bundestag) gom nghi si do din tntc

ti€p bau, cic nghi si clia mot dang hop chung
thainh mdt phin nhém (Fraktion). Ha vién co
phiém vu du thio, thio ludn va bi€u quyét cic
dao luit. Ngoai ra ha vién con c6 nhiém vu bau
thi twéng (Bundeskanzler). Thu tudng do phén
nhém nhi€u gh€ nhit dé ct.

- Thugng vién (Bundesrat) dudc hinh thanh
khéng do bau cit ma gdm dai bi€u tir cac ti€u
bang. (Pitc qubc 12 mét lién bang gom 16 ti€u
bang). Nhiém vu ldp phdp cua thudng vién la
thong qua tdi hiu cic dao luit dd dudc ha vién
bi€u quyét.

Quyén quyét dinh t5i hiu cia thugng vién c6
thé giy khé khin cho chinh quyén néu phe ddi
l4p nim dude da sb tai vién nay vi cic dao luit
do chinh quyén dé& nghi va da dudc ha vién biéu
quyé&t lic chuyén l1én thudng vién khé dugc thong
qua. Twong quan I lugng bat 10i ndy han ché
kha ning hoat dong clia chinh quyén.

B¥ tic clia chinh quyén dudng nhidm

Hién nay phe d6i lip nim da sb tai thugng
vién nén hoat déng cla chinh quyén Gerhard
Schruder hau nhu bi t& liét. Tha twdng Schruder
con b bé tic khac khong kém tram trong 1a mét
50 nghi si thudc ddng Dén Chu Xa Hbi (SPD)
clia dng cong khai chdng dbi sich hidc cii to 6ng
dé ra vi cho riing sach lugc nay khong phit hdp
vdi tinh thin xa hoi von 13 dic diém ctia ding
nay tif trude t6i nay. Su chéng doi nay dua dén
finh trang trong danh xudi kén thdi ngudc ngay
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trong n6i bd ding va lam lung lay th€ luc clia
ong Schruder tai ha vi€n. Sau khi tinh todn thiét
hon 6ng thdy chi con mot gidi phip duy nhat la
bau lai ha vién.

Giai tan quée hoi

Cén cit vao diéu 67 hién phap ong da yéu ciu
ha vién bé phi€u bat tin nhiém d€ c6 thé xin tdng
thnng gidi tan ha vién va ti€n hanh biu c ha
vién méi. Giai phiap nay dude phe ddi lap thude
ding Cd Péc Dan Chi/Cd Péc Xa Héi
(Christdemokraten/Christsoziale CDU/CSU) va
dang Dan Chi Tv Do (FDP) rat hoan nghénh, vi
hai ding nay cin o vao két qua cic cudc thim
do du ludn dinh ninh ring sv that bai to 16n cia
chinh quyén Schruder s& khién ci tri ding 14 phi€u
ha bé chinh quyén nay va s& biu phe déi lap lén
thay th€ nham thi'c hién mdt chudng trinh cii t6
rong 16n 6 tri€n vong gidi quyét nhﬁ'.ng b€ tic
no1 trén. Con dng Schruder thi hy vong néu thaug
th€ trong cudc biu cit d€ ti€p tuc cAm quyén thi
s€ thém thé€ hyc khéng nhitng trong ha VIEn ma
ca dbi véi thugng vién, vi ldc dé, theo tinh todn
cla dng, tuy da s6 thugng vién vin thudc phe déi
lap nhung s€ vi n€ 6ng hon vi sy thing ci ching
t6 Ong dudc din ching tin nhiém va @ing ho sich
lugc cai to clia Hng.

Sau khi thAm dinh tinh chat hcip hi€n hdp phap
clia di€n ti€n bAt tin nhiém, tSng théng giai tan
ha vién va dn dinh ngay bAu ha vién mdi 18 thang
9 nam 2005.

Hoat dong dang phéi tai ha vién

Bic quoc khong theo ché @ ludng dang ma
ap dung ch€ d6 da ddng. Khéng han ché s ding
ghi danh ing cif, nhuhg chi dang nao chi€m dudc
(01 thi€u nim phén trim téng s6 pluf:u md1 dudc
vao ha vién. Hién nay ha vién gbm bon dang:
Hai déng lién hiép cam quyén la SPD (goi la
dang D6 vi 1dy mau d6 1am biéu tigng) va dang
Xanh, hai Dang ddi lap 124 CDU/CSU (Pen) va
dang FDP (Vang).

bicu thuting x4y ra trong cdc cudc biu cit ha
wen tai Dic 1a khong cé ding nio dat dudc da
s6 tuyét d6i, nén cdc ddng phai tim cdch lién h1-::p
d€ c6 da s8. Theo luat chdi ddn chil truyén thfjug
tai Pic thi dang nao chi€ém nhi€u phi€u nhat —
dau chi 1a da s& tu.'cfﬂg doi — dugc dy thic ding ra
thanh 1ap chinh quyén. D€ hoan thanh trich nhiém
nay ho phai fim cich lién hiép véi mét hay hai
ddng khac, méi c6 di da s8 bao ddm dudc vide
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bau thi tudng do ho d& cit va bidu quyé&t cic dao
ludt do h{] du thdo. Nhu di néi, lién hiép cia
chinh quyén dudng nhiém thi trdng Schruder la
lién hiép Dé-Xanh.

Mt dang mdi xuit hien

K3 bau cilf ndy xuit hién mot ding mdi. DS I
dang Ta (Linke), mdi dugc thanh lip cich day
khong lau, do su st nhéip hai thinh phian khac nhau,
mot 1a PDS (dang X4 H6i) hiu thin clia ddng Cong
San Péng DPic trwde day va hai 1 ding WASG
(Lién Danh Cong Bang Xa Ho6i) tai Tay Pitc do
ong Lafontaine méi thanh lip. Ong nay vén Ia
trudng dang SPD clia 6ng Schnrder cach day may
nim va titng giit chic vu téng trudng tai chanh
trong nd1 cac Schrider, nhung sau d6 hai ngudii da
trd thanh thit dich nén Lafontaine tit chitc, rit hui
khoi ding va tir d6 khong ngdt da pha Schruder.
Nay Lafontaine lap ddng méi tai TAy Pitc nhim
thu hiit nhitng thanh phan bt min ctia SPD va du
luén cling cho 6ng c6 muc dich trd thit Schnuder.
Vi ding dng mdi lap khong hy vong dat dudc chi
ti€u 5 phan trdm (6ng s6 phi€u nén dng di satnhép
ding ong v6i ding hiu cong sin. Trong nhitng
cube bau cilr truGe day, ding hau cong sin ny di
khi thanh cong tai cdc ti€u bang bén Péng Pic,
nhd diing mot danh xung mdi 4n diu vét tich cong
san va nhd khai thdc dudc su bit mén ctia mdt so
ngudi Pong Pdc viva ¢6 mic cidm la bi Tay Bic
khinh thutng vita tu cho minh 14 nan nhin ctia nén
kinh t€ thi trudng sau ngay hai mién Tay va Déng
P thong nhit.

Th€ thu'gng phong cia CDU/CSU va
FDP (Pen + Vang)

Ky tranh cit nay ddng CDU/CSU va dang FDP
cam k&t lién hiép vdi nhau, dé ra khiu hiéu -:-:tha}f
doi chinh tri» vin ﬂﬂﬂg clf tri ha bé chinh quyen
«bit Iuwc» Schrder d€ thay the bing chinh quyén
mdi cua ho vdi ba Angela Merkel 1am thii twéng.
Ba Merkel von 1 ngudi Déng Pic, ti€n si vit Iy
Than phu clia ba 1a mdt muc su tin lanh. Ba gia
nhip ding CDU tirnhitng ngay dau sitnhip Dong
Bie vao Tay Ditc. Chi trong 15 ndm ba da tir dia
vi mot dang vién thudng lén lam trudng ding
CDU va cam ddu phin nhém CDU/CSU tai ha
vién. Con 6ng Schruder thi von 1a Juit su trwdc
khi truc ti€p hoat dnng chinh tri. Ong di timg gitt
chic vu thl hi€n ti€u bang Niedersachsen, trudn g
ding SPD va sau khi dugc bau lam thé tudng
nim 2002 van ki€ém nhiém chitc truéng déng SPD.



Saumot thai gian ong da phai nhudng chiic trudng
dang cho mdt nhin vt khac d€ dic toan luc vao
vai trd thl tudng.

Tét ca cac cudc thim do di luin Iic khdi dau

6ng n61 khéng ding sy that nhung cich trinh bay
clia dng khi€n ngudi nghe van tin 12 6ng néi ding.
Ngay ca khi diéu 6ng néi khic vdi diéu 6ng nghi
éng van trinh bay mot ciach hip din khién khin

tranh cif déu ghi nhin thinh gia nghi ring ong
lién hiép Pen-Vang noi theo xac tin clia Ong.
cia ba Merkel nam da Al cling cong nhian nghé
s0 tuyét déi. Riéng thuit tranh cit cia dng
ddng CDU/CSU qua 1a xuft ching va da

chiém 48 %. Al cling
tien doan ba Merkel
s€ la vi nif thu twdng
diu tién cia Cong
Hoa Lién Bang Dic.
Nhung cang dén gan
ngiy biu cif thi cic
cudc thim do du luan
cho biét da sO tuyét
ddi cia CDU/CSU va
FDP giam dan con G
s0 ciia dang SPD liic
dAu nim & 26 % lai dot ngdt ting lén.

Theo s phin tich ctia gidi truyén thong thi mot
trong nhitng 1§ do cla su thay doi bat Idi cho ba
Merkel Ia vilién hiép clia ba chi trudng mot chinh
sach cai to theo dé din chiing phai thit lung budc
bung d€ cttu vin nén kinh t&€. Thit lung budc bung
trong hoan canh hién tai la nhitng bién phap t6i
cian nhung cham dén quyén ldi ctia nhidu ngudi,
nhét 1a nguti ngh&o v ngudi thatnghiép. Schruder
cling dé timg chi truong thi hanh mdt s6 bién phap
tudng tv v da bi quin ching va ddng 6ng chdng
d6i vi thi€u tinh than xa hdi. Nay vi nhu ciu tranh
ctr ong trd lai chl trudng xd hoi theo phe ta clia
dang 6ng d€ ve vubt cir tri v khai thic ndi lo sd
ctia din ching trudc chudng trinh cii t§ git gao
ca ba Merkel. Nhat 12 vi thdi gian tranh cit qua
ngiin, khong da d€ phe ba Merkel thuy&t phuc quéin
chiing tin ring phai thit lung budc bung méi lam
ting trudng kinh t€ vi nh¥ d6 gidm thiéu nan thit
nghiép. Thong thuding dai da s6 quin ching chi
nghi dén quyén 1di ban thin mi khong mang gi
dén kinh t€ tng qudt, ho chi thd'y minh bi thiét
thoi ma khong tin ring nhifng hy sinh clia minh s&
gép phan ctiu vin kinh t& quic gia.

Mot Iy do bt Igi khdc cho ba Merkel 1a quin
chiing da b thu hit bdi tai hting bién va tai dién
Xuét cua dng Schruder. Mdi lan xuAt hién tnedc
cong chiing hay trén truyén hinh 6ng di sit dung
hitu hi€u moi phuong phap tu tir khi€n quan ching
fin vio nhitng ludn diéu clda 6ng. Lim khi diéu

c6 kha ning thic ddy
mdt s6 quin ching xa
din phe ba Merkel.

K&t qua bét ngo
Nhung diu sao céc
cudc thim do du ludn
cho d&n ngay bau ci vin
cho phép tién dodn la
lién hiép Pen-Vang clia
ba Merkel sé& thing 16n
va néng CDU/CSU sé
dat dudc it nhét 12 42 %. Nao ngd cube biu clt
hom 19.8. mang lai k€t qua khic véi tién doan:

- CDU/CSU (Merkel) 35,2 %
(thay vi 42 % theo ti€n doan)
- SPD (Schruder) 34,3 %.
- FDP 9,8 %
- Bang Ta 8.7 %
- Pang Xanh 8,1 %

Riit cuc da xay ra tinh trang khong c6 dang nao
va khong co lién hiép nio dudc da sd tuyét déi.

Li€n hi€p CDU/CSU + FDP (Pen + Vang) =
45 %

Lién hiép SPD + dang Xanh (D0 + Xanh) =
42,4 %

Mot dang lién hiép P6-Xanh (Schruder) thit
bai vi s6 phi€u dat dudc khong did d€ ngdi lai
chinh quyén. Pang khic lién hiép Pen-Vang
(Merkel) thit bai vi khong dat muc dich chi€m
da s8 tuyét d6i d€ dudng nhién 1én nim chinh
quyén. Nhing diéu kh4c nhau 13 CDU/CSU ciia
ba Merkel ding hang ddu vi dudc nhi€u phi&u
nhét, chiém nhi€u gh€ nhittai ha vién va dudng
nhién, theo ludt chdi din chi truyén th&ng da
trinh bay & trén, ba ¢6 trong trdch thanh lip chinh
quyén va ba sé 13 thd twéng. PE hoin thanh
trong trach nay ba Merkel s& phai d6i thoai véi
cdc dang khdc — ngoai trit ddng TA ma phan 16n
l4 hiu thin ciia ddng Céng San Dong Piic cii —
d€ tao dudc mét lién hiép c¢6 di da s tai ha
vién.
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Bat ngd dong trdi va hanh st bt xing

Nhung mét bit ngd dong trdi da xay ra. Ong
Schruder bat chip ludt choi dan chi, bat chip
viéc ding Ong thua phi€u ding ba Merkel va lién
hiép ctia dng khdng con da da s6 d€ cé the & lai
chinh quy&n, ngang nhién tuyén bd la chinh ding
ong thing clt va dng ¢6 trong trach thanh lap chinh
phit mdi véi dng 1a thi twéng. Ly do 6ng vién din
1a tir ti sO rat thap trong két qua thim dd déin
trudc ddy ding O6ng nit cuc di chi€ém dudc sd
phi&u khong con thua dang ba Merkel bao nhiéu.
Piéu d6 chitng t6 din ching tin nhiém 6ng va
mudn 6ng ti€p tuc cim quyén. Va néu CDU/
CSU chiu li€n hi€p vai SPD cta ong thi ba Merkel
phéai nhudng 6ng lam thi tudng. Di nhién CDU/
CSU khong bao gi5 chdp nhin diéu nghich 1y
nay. Mot phong vien truyén hinh mugn chuyén
ngu ngdn sau diy dé phan bic ludn cif ngudc
ngao cua Schruder: Trong mét trin thw hiing giita
hai dbi bong tron, ti s& ciia hai dbi lic gin két
thic 14 5-0. Nhung trong mu@i phiit cudi cing doi
dang thua gong minh d4 dugc 4 gén. D61 nay
qua quyét ring ning dudc ti s6 tir 0 1én 4 14 mbt
thanh cong vi dai nén trong tai phéi cho ho thing
trin v trao clp cho ho mic dau ho chi dudc 4
bén kia dudc 5. Qua thit “Ong vua ciing thua
thing gan.”

Phan ting clia duf ludn va truyén théng

Pa s6 du ludn va truyén thong — ngoai trif
nhitng phin ti¥ thién vi ding SPD - binh phim
lap ludin cua 6ng Schruder la ngude ngao va ché
trach Schrwder d3 hanh s bit xing, tham quyén
¢O vi, dat chitc quyén ci nhan trén quyén 1¢i din
tdc, xem thutng du luin, xem thuding 14 phi€u
clia cif tri, bat chap luit chadi dan chi.

Nhic lai cude bau cit nim 2002, SPD chi hon
CDU/CSU khoing 6.000 phi€u. Nhung CDU/CSU
da khong ky keo tranh chip, tréi lai dd cong nhén
SPD thing cif va c6 thAm quyén ditng ra thanh lap
chinh pht, dau chi hon 6.000 phi€u. Nay CDU/CSU
(Merkel) han SPD (Schruder) trén 400.000 phi€u
va lién hiép Pen-Vang (Merkel) hon lién hiép Do-
Xanh (Schrder) 1.200.000 phi€u ma Schnrder van
ding dai vién din 1§ do nay no d€ tranh gh€.

Lam céch nao d¢ giai quyet b€ tic?
Nhu vy 14 161 hanh sif ciia 6ng Schruder da

dua d€n b€ tic trim trong. V€ phia ba Merkel thi
mot mit khong thé chip nhin lién hiép véi SPD
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trong digu kién 6ng Schruder dua ra, mot mét thi
lien hiép Pen-Vang ctia ba khong di da so tayét
doi tai ha vién, ba phai mdi ding Xanh lién hi€p
vl ba (Co ngudi goi dba lién hiép Den-Vang-
Xanh 13 lién hiép Jamaica vi den, vang, xanh la
miu ¢¥ clia nudc nay). Nhung didu kho khin 1a
diang FDP va dang Xanh xem nhau nhu ké thu vi
xu huéng chinh tri, kinh t& va xi hoi hoan toan
trai ngude nhau. C6 thé la ho sé& khong chiu ding
chung trong mdt lién hiép ma néu chiu diéng chung
thi ciing khé trinh dudc tranh chép va chéng doi
nhau thudng xuyen.

VE phia 6ng Schruder thi cang gip khé khin
hdn, mic diu dng rio riét vin dong két hgp mot
lién hiép dn da s& tai ha vién dé 6ng dudc bau lam
thii tuéng véi danh chinh ngdn thudn. Kho ndi chi
c6 dang Xanh chiu lién hiép v Ong, nhung, nhu
da thdy, lién hiép nay it gh€ hon Llién hiép Den-
Vang nén khong cb tu cAch d€ & lai chinh quyén.
Ong Schruder dang tim cich ve vdn va 16i cudn
FDP 14 d6ng minh ca ba Merkel, nhung FDP da
khang dinh dit khoat la sé khong bao gid ding
chung v&i 6ng Schruder. Lip ludn chic nich ctia
FDP; Chéng I& khi ra tng clt dd tuyén bd la chi
lién hiép vdi ba Merkel nhim ha bé chinh quyén
Schruder, ma nay lai nhan 101 ding chung va1 SPD
dé gitip chinh quyén Schruder phuc sinh, Mot s6
tai to mit l6n cta ding SPD dang ¢ v6 va théi
thiic dng Schruder chup 14y cai phao cudi cliing la
lién hiép vdi ding TA hu cong sin d€ giit dudc
gh&. Nhung cho d&n nay dng Schruder vin khong
chon giai phap nay.

Né&u khong bén nao nhudng bd va khdng phe
nio tao dudc lién hiép du da s& thi c6 the s& phai
bau lai. Nhung d6 la dicu khong ai mudn va s&
lAm cif tri chdn nan, nghy cang mait tin tudng vao
gidi chinh tri. Giai phap 6t nhit ma da s quan
chiing mong mudn 1a dai-lién-hiép, nghia la hai
dang 16n nhat CDU/CSU va SPD lién hiép vdinhau.
Nhung bao ldu 6ng Schruder con khu khu doi ti€p
tuc 1am thi tuéng thi khong thé c6 dai-lién-hiép,
vi phia bén kia xem d6 1 dicu nghich 1§, vi pham
luéit choi dén chy, luét choi nay khéng chip nhin
mdt giai phap nao khéc la dang nhiéu phi€u han
(CDU/CSU) dé ciy tht tudng (Merkel). Né&u chip
nhin diéu kién tién quyét ndy, hai bén s€ thda
hi€p d€ phac hoa chudng trinh hoat déng chung va
phan phdi cic chitc vu khéc trong ndi cic.

Cubc tranh chip con dai. Chic tAn tudng tranh
danh chitc vu con ti€p dién v6i nhiéu man ngoan
muc. Chd xem!

AR
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THE-GIGI T
Thmg-Hoa

Trong s6 Thé-Ky 21 thang Chin qua chiing t6i
trinh-bay vé Trung-Hoa trén duong phdt-trién
kinh-té di lién véi nhitng hé-qua qudin-sit va chinh-
tri dén thé-gidi, nhat la Hoa-Ky bén kia bo Thdi-
Binh-Ditong vi Viét-Nam ngay cin-ké.

Trong vong hon nita ndm nay, nhiéu sdch-vo,
gidy-biit dd viét khd nhiéu vé kinh-t&, chinh- tri,
quén-sit vinhimg thay-doi lom trong xa-hoi Trung-
Hoa trong bdi canh hién-dai-héa mot-phin-tu thé-
ky. Diéu can-thiét la it it day nhiing cdi nhin
quan-trong, tuong-déi vo-tu, va sau hét ¢ y-nghia
déi vdi ngudi doc Viét-Nam.

Trong chiéu-hitémg nay, chiing 161 chon dita ra
hai cdi nhin vé xa-hdi Trung-Hoa va mdt-trdn
Thai-Binh-Duong sdp toi gitta Trung-Hoa va Hoa-
Ky —hai dai-cuong trong Thé-ky 21 véi anh-
hudng lon-lao toan-cdu, va cé lé nhiéu nhdt voi
Viét-Nam trong nhiéu thip-nién tdi .

CO-LUY

( ji‘lng véi nhitng phat trién kinh t€, k¥
thudt va 4p luc clia c¢d hdi lam in thing
ti€n va tiéu thu vat chit, ngudi ta nhu

dé bi cing thang than kinh (stress) di ciing vdi

nhitng lo ling bat an trong long (anxiety). Pay

1a hién tudgng xa hdéi hoc thdng thudng trong
cdc xa hoi phat trién k¥ nghé héa (industrial-
ized), hdu-ky-nghé (post-industrial), hay xa hdi

tiéu thu (consumer society) hodc Xxa hoi dim

dong quan chiing (mass society).

XA-HOI TRUNG-HOA TRONG CON LOC
“MY-HOA”

A. Ciing thang va lo ling giita phdn thinh

Ciing khong mAy ngac nhién khi hai ky gia
Mark Magnier va Yin Lijin cia nhét bido Los An-
geles Times hi€én ¢ Bac-Kinh, dua ra nhin xét
ring ciing v3i nhitng phat trién kinh (€, k¥ thuit
va cd hoi lam ti€n cling nhu tiéu thu nhitng diu
hiéu ciing thing than kinh va lo ling bit an nhu
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moi ngdy mét lan réng trong xi hodi Trung-Hoa.
Chit Hoa “jiaolu,” hay anxiety, 1a chit dudc ca
triéu ngudi hdi t6i d€ tim giai ddp trén may dién
toan, |

Hai ky gia My va Hoa trén nhu quén hoi phai
chiang day cling la hi€én (udng thong thuGng trong
x4 hoi My cling nhifng x4 hdi trong con 16¢ kinh
t€ thi trudng toan cAu? Phai ching day ciing hdp
v6i ¥ mudn déng héa toan ciu vao hé thong kinh
t&, vin h6a va chinh tri cia globalization? (Xin
xem Thdnh-Chién Chéng Lai Péng-Héa Thé-
Gidi, Thé-K§ 21, thang Tw, 2003, ciing ngudi viét).

U Trung-Hoa ngay nay gidi tré thanh thi s6ng
theo 161 m6i mé ki€u My ma cha me ho chua
titng thi'y bao gity. S6 ngudi c6 xe hdi va nha &
chung cu 1&n cao hon bao git h€t v mifc tiéu xai
bira bai chi v6i mbi muc dich phd trudng canh
tranh (“conspicuous consumption,” médt danh tir
xd hdi hoc cach day khong ldu va khéi pho bién,
nhim mé t4 x& héi tidu thu hiu-kj-nghé My)
lan tran khdp noi. Nhi€u ngudi dang ki€m dugc
nhitng mén tién 16n lao bing cic kha ning chuyén
mon ma thdi trude day (thoi Cach-mang Van-hoa
gita thap nién 1960 cia chu tich Mao-Trach-
Pong) ¢6 thé dua ho vio dudng it diy cai tao:
hi€u bi&t thanh thao hé thong, dudng 18i tw ban,
ngoai ng®t nhétla Anh ngi, vi c6 dau 6¢ lam dn
“quic t€.” Ban tay xiét chit ddi s6ng dan ching
ctia dang Cong-san Trung-Hoa mdi ngay mét y&u
kém, va ding chi ¢6 thé nhom ngé chit khong di
sttc quan ch€ nén kinh (€ phit rién im 10 va
nhitng ngudi ¢6 khd nang thing ti€n vé mit kinh
te.

Véy tai sao ¢6 qua nhiéu cing thing thin kinh,
nhitng lo ling bit an trong long ngay giita phon
thinh?

Céc chuyén vién vé xa hoi hoc giai thich ring
nhitng luc cung cip cd hdi chua titng thi'y cho
gidi tré ¢ mot nudc Trung-Hoa méi ciing chinh 14
nhitng lwc mang dén cic ciing thang than kinh va
lo lang bat an trong long, nhit la & —tuy khong
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chihan ch& vAio— céc khu virc thanh thi. Rat nhicu
ngudi thudc gidi ré cAm thdy nhu ho dang séng
trong mot ky nguyén c¢d mot khéng hai trong lich
st trong d6 cac “tricu dai,” dinh ché sup do va
cd hoi dat nhitng tai san kéch xi ¢6 thé thanh
hinh —va ho cé thé méit cd hdi bing vang nay.

Gido su' xa hdi hoc Zhou Xiaozheng thudc Vién
Pai-hoc Nhin-d4n Bic-Kinh gidi thich, “Ca xa
h6i Trung-Hoa nhu' ndo nifc dién cudng, nhit la
gidi tré. Chi tich Hu Jintao mdi diy tuyén bd
ngudi Trung-Hoa chiing ta phai hoc tinh khiém
nhuting va thin trong, va phai tranh tinh kiéu cing.
Di nhién, diy c6 nghia la ching ta ching c6 ba
ditc tinh no1 trén.”

D 4p luc thanh cong vat chit hay kinh t€ hiu
nhu hién dién & khdp moi ndi trén th& gidi, cic
chuyén vién néi ap luc nay manh mé va 16 rét &
Trung-Hoa hon ci. Ly do mot phén 1a dan chiing
¢ day nghi ring nu6c ho di dén “4n c6” trong
budi tiéc kinh t€ toan ciu kha chim tré, vi viy ho
phai vdi va hon @€ bi cho thoi gian va cd hodi bd
18. Chay dudi cho kip vé métKkinh t& vdi cic hang
x6m gidu ¢6 nhy Nam-Han vd Nhit-Ban dugc
xem nhw cich “1dy lai” hay xdc dinh lai vai v&
ctia Trung-Hoa trén sin khiu quéc t€.

Nhitng hoang mang, du lo va bét 6n trong gidi
chuyén vién tré tudi, thudng thiy qua viéc nhiy
thodn thodt tif cong in viéc lam nay sang viéc
lam cOng dn khic, cing gia ting vi gidi truyén
théng cht muc vio gidi cuc ky gidu ¢6, vi du nhu
“vua” tro chdi dién toian Chen Tiankiao véi tai
san tri gia hon ti bac & twdi 31. Hodc “vua Internet”
Ding Lei, cling ¢& tudi ngoai 30 vdi hon sdu trim
triéu rudi,

(J tudi 32 Wang Sunjun so véi dai da s6 ngudi
Hoa hién nay ¢6 thé xem la rit kh4 gia. Anh c6
béng cao hoc tai vién Pai-hoc Bic-Kinh, ngang
hang vdi vién Pai-hoc Harvard & Hoa-K¥, va viéc
lam danh gid vdi cong ty dién thoai Bic-Kinh
Mobile. Anh cho biét minh ¢6 vg dep con khon,
va trong mét nudc vai mifc 1di titc trung binh mot
ngan do-la moét nim anh c6 thé ki€m s6 tién nay
trong mot thang. Nhung anh khong cAm thi'y minh
da thanh cdng. Anh néi v6i mot giong hdp tp,
“Dai séng thit day cing thing lo du. N&u cé
cdch nio lam tién kha hon t6i ¢6 thé s& gidu ¢
va hanh phiic hon.”

Khi gip ba ban thdn, anh va ban bé chi ban
cach lam thé nao d€ “thanh c6ng” hon. Anh mudn
lam nhi€u tién hon va lo ring ngudi dong lda véi
anh c6 cdng an viéc lam tot hon, nha & sang trong
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hon va xe ¢6 “gb ghe” hon. Va anh sd ring khdng
con da thi gity nita, nhu thé & tudi rat tré anh da
I8 chuyén tau!

B. Ba chuyén huéng

Ba chuyén huéng tan khéc dang nhu gidng
bao diap ao vao xa hoi Trung-Hoa, va cac chuyén
vién x4 hoi hoc néi ring bit cif mot trong ba
chuyén huéng nay ciing da d€ lhm méat thing bing
thankinh & tAt cd moi ngudii —khong can dén ci
ba.

Hé thong kinh & Trung-Hoa dang chuyén minh
180 @0, tir x& hdi chi nghia sang kinh t& t ban
thi tring. Hang tram triéu ngudi dang di chuyén
vé cac khu vuc thanh thi ki nghé tif viing thon
qué ndng di. Va nhitng yén On viing bén cung
bén phén trich nhiém da bi cudn mAt; thay vao
diy “c6 gan, lam giau” 12 khiu hiéu pho bién.

Ngay nay phén 16n ngudi Trung-Hoa khi gia
hon trude nhi€u, khi chinh quyén bit diu tha rong
kinh t€. Hang trim triéu ngudi da ra khdi vong
ngheéo khé thi€u thén; ho ¢6 nhiéu co hdi chon
lya tiéu thu va cd héi hoc hoi 1dn réng han.
Khoang ba trim nim-mudi triéu ngudi c6 dién
thoai di dong va gan mdt trim triéu ghi mua
Intemet. Ngay trudc moi ngudii ngheo khé thi&u
thon nhu nhau, nhung ngay nay ci ho cach biét
gidu ngh&éo mdi lic mot rong 1dn hon giita ké ¢6
ngudi khong.

Ong Zhou Pei, mdt tai x&€ xe vin tAi gin nim-
mudi tudi & Bic-Kinh, néi, “Chéng cé gi 1a hay
khi vai ngudi thanh gidu su va day vo s6 ngudi
khac vao vong ngheo déi. Toi chi mong trd lai
thdfi Chii-tich Mao khi moi ngudi déu binh ding
nhu nhau.”

Cac nha xa hoi hoc c¢é tén goi chinh xac cho
hién tudng nay: “thi€u thon twong do1.”

(Gido su xa hoi hoc Wang Zhenyu giai thich,
“Diy rit ding khi 4p dung vio trudng hdp cd
nhin: ngudi ta nhin thiy ling giéng thanh giau
co du trude day ho la ban hoc va hoan canh y hét
nhw nhau. Ngui Hoa khé kién nhan dudc khi néi
dén hon thua tién bac.”

C6 1€ nhén ré nguy hi€m cho 6n dinh chinh tri
tr day, gidi 1anh dao nhu éng Hu va thi tudng
Wen Jiabao da dit wu tién vio phat trién kinh t€
mot ciach quan bang. Méi lo sd clia nha nudc rit
la ding. Gidi hoc sinh Trung-Hoa ngay nay luén
lu6n xem modt ngudi 12 thian twong: ti phd Bill
Gates ciia Hoa-Ky, chit khong phai Mao-Trach-
Péng. Khi cling 1& ngudi chét, tuc 1& d6t vang va
tién gidy d€ gip ngudi di khuat théng thudng



trong ho hang bay giti bao gdm thém thé tin dung,
xe cd sang trong va dién thoai luu @dng. Truyén
thanh vA truyén hinh tran ngdp hinh Anh Am thanh
quyén rii ciia nép song giau sang TAy phudng.
Ngutii Trung-Hoa tré tudi mudn tim cich lam
quin bing lan séng vat chit cudng loan khong
tim thdy ciu trd 15i trong mdt xi hdi dinh nghia
thanh cong bing ddu hiéu do-la, chit khong phai
yén tim v6i hoan canh, ddu 6c uyén bachay hanh
vi dao ditc. Ton gido, mdt chon hfa quin bing
trong nhi€u xi hoi khéc, bi nha nwéc cheén ép han
ch€ véi mdi lo tHn gido c6 thé thanh chit keo

Xiaozheng ciing thdly 16i suy nghi va hanh dong
twong tw. “Vo s6 nhitng co gai tré nhat dinh lam

gidu vd mudn diing sic dep ctia minh truGe khi

né mat di. Ho xem chuyén lam viéc siéng ning

14 mat thi gidh vo ich va nghi ring sic dep ciing
la thira néu ho khong Idi dung né ngay titc khic.

Ai cling mudn cin mdt mi€ng la no bung ngay.”

Thém vdo day 12 cAi chd muc, nghi Ivc va hy
sinh cAc gia dinh Trung-Hoa di chuyén tir th& hé
nay sang th& hé tdi, cai Iuc titng thiic diy thanh
cong va phon thinh trong cic cong dong Trung-
Hoa hai ngoai —cfiing nh cic cng ddng A-chiu
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qui tu chong do1 chinh tri.

Con s6t Jam tién thit nhanh dua d€n nhiéu hanh
dong qud quidt. Theo bdo Binh-Minh DPéng-
Phitong, mdi diy mdt bé gii mudi-lim tudi bit
coc mot ngudi trong ho hang va do1 hai-mudi-
lim ngin d6-la tién chudce, vi mudn lam tién that
nhiéu trong mdt thdfi gian thit ngin.

Trong mdt nghién citu vé k¥ nghé mii ddm &
viing thén qué, gido su xi hdi hoc Bac-Kinh Zhou
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héi ngoai khac cling chia 4nh hwéng Khong gido
(ahw ngu®i Vigt, Hain, Nhit, ma gidi truyén théng
M§ don vao céi tén kha ky thi, “nhém thi€u s
guwong mau,” model minority, cho cAc nhém thiéu
58 da mau khéc tai Hoa-K¥). C4i lvcnay rit manh
d Trung-Hoa ngay nay: nhitng bit méin, clia cai
va k¥ vong ciia cha me nhu d& hét vao con céi.
Nhitng phu huynh thudc “th&€ hé bi thAm” da bj
mAt mat rit nhi€u trong nhitng nim Céch-mang
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Van-héa (bt ddu nim 1966) thi Chi-tich Mao-
Trach-Péng, khi 6ng Mao mudn gidi tré ném mbi
gian kh& va tinh thian cdch mang, day ca thé hé
vao Vé-binh P, dua xd hdi vao tinh trang hon
loan, déng cita trudng hoc va lam tiéu hity nhiéu
cudc doi va su nghiép.

N6i chung chinh sédch din s6 moi nha mot dira
con ¢ nghia 13 “dita con” tré tudi s& c6 nhiéu
tién hon vi né 1a con mbt. Nhung dita con nay
cling ¢c6 mdt cha mdt me va bon 6ng ba chim
chim vao moi suy nghi hanh déng clia minh dé
di d€n thanh cong —siu ngudi trudng thudng vdi
nhitng 4u lo, sg hai va ki vong dat 1€n vai ngudi
tré tubi v6i nd Iwc séng hd qua thé hé tré.

Khong c6 gi dang ngac nhién khi ¢6 tdi hai-
phin-ba ngudi tré trong xd hoi Trung-Hoa ngay
nay xem minh bi dp luc qua mic, va chua tdi mot
phén trim ngudi tré cAm thi'y minh khodng 4u lo
cing thang than kinh chit nao.

MGdi déy, c6 1€ con di nhanh va qua x4 hoi tiéu
thu My, mot cong ty banh Trung-Hoa cho chay
cai quang cdo: “N€u qui ban dn banh hing chiing
t61, qui ban sé giau c6 hon ngudi”” Sau dé banh
hing ndy bin dit phv t6m twoi. Nhung rdi nha
ndc phai can thiép: Nhi€u ngudi tiéu thu than
phién ring n€u bd khong in banh hing nay, ho
sd s&€ khong c6 cd hdi gidu ¢ hon ngudi.

TRAN-CHIEN TREN BIEN THAI-BINH

Ong Robert D. Kaplan, phéng vién thudc
nguyct san Atlantic Monthly, mdi diy dua ra mot
cai nhin v€ tri€n vong quan su trén Thii-Binh-
Dudng giita Hoa-Ky va Trung-Hoa —mot siéu
cudng doc nhét trén the gidi hau nhu titng khéng
ch€ bi€n nay tr lau cd dong ngan l4n tiy ngan va
mot siéu cudng dang lén mudn gianh lai phan
dong ngan cua minh, va v4i tham vong xa hdn
nita cling v4i phit tri€n kinh t€ k§ nghé.

Ong Kaplan, tuy khéng thudc gidi hoc gia,
chuy€n vi€n dai hoc nhung ciing khdng phai 1a
mdt phéng vién thutng. Ong ting di va viét vé
khidp moi ndi trén thé gidi, v6i ki€n thic uyén
bac va hang chuc tic phAm nghién cttu chinh tri,
quéan sy va van héa quan trong —mdi nhit trong
thing Chin nidm nay la Imperial Grunts: The
American Military on the Ground, tip dau trong
mét loat sich cia 6ng vé quan lhec M§, xuit ban
bdi Random House. Ong c6 cdi ki€n thitc séch
vd cong vdi s hién dién vA con mat nhin tai chd
—khéng khac mdt s6 phéng vién trong cudc chi€n
cua Hoa-Ky ¢ Viét-Nam vira qua, nhitng ngudi
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¢ tic phdm dudc ngutii doc xem la quan trong
nhét vé cudc chi€n, hon hin sach vd nghién ciu
cua cic hoc gia, chuyén vién dai hoc.

A. “Toa ho, tang long”

Theo dng Kaplan, tir rat Jau nay khéng c¢6 mét
hdi quin hay khéng quin nu6c nao thinh méi de
doa cho Hoa-K¥ . Nhifng tranh chip trong hon nita
thé ky qua déu la & trén bd, hoic chién tranh qui
udc hay chi€n tranh néi diy. Nhung ciing theo
ong cube tranh chip sip tdi giita Hoa-Ky va
Trung-Hoa s& x4y ra trén bién cd va lién quan
nhi€u dén hai lwe: Trung-Hoa dang stta soan dua
sttc manh ra bi€n Thai-Binh —va khi chuyén nay
xay ra, ngay ti‘c khic Trung-Hoa s& cham vio
hai quin va khong luc My, da ¢ day tir lau va
chic chin sé khong chiu di chuyén khoéi thém
luc dia chau A. K&t qua 1a mét tranh chip kiéu
Chién-tranh Lanh kéo dai vdi trong tim khéng
phai 14 Au-chiu trudc diy nhung 12 nhém hai
déo trong ving dong ngan bién Thai-Binh.

Trong nhicu thip nién t8i c6 1& Trung-Hoa sé&
choi trd qua lai véi Hoa-K¥ trén bién Thai-Binh,
dua vao viing duyén hai rong 16n cling nhu viing
héu cit trai rong dén tin Trung-A —tir diy Trung-
Hoa c6 thé dbi nhifng héa tién chinh xdc xudng
tau b& M§ di chuyén trong ving. Trong nhing
xung ddt hai luc Trung-Hoa sé& c6 10i thé 1o rét
hon Hoa-Ky, dit Trung-Hoa ¢6 thi€u wu diém ki
thuét chi€n luge. Trung-Hoa ¢6 céi Idi thé & sat
can khu vic tranh chip; mét quin luc ning déng
uyén chuyén, dé thich (ng, théng minh va hoc
hdi nhanh. N&€u nhitng nhém khiing b8 rai ric
nhdm vao cdc khodng tréng an ninh, Trung-Hoa
nhim vao cdc khodng tréng kinh t€. Trén khip
thé gidi, ngay & nhitng viing xa x6i héo ldnh hoic
bAt an nhir cic quan ddo Thai-Binh-Duong, viing
k€nh dao Panama va cac nudc Phi-chidu hang héc,
ngudi Hoa dang trd thinh bic thiy trong viéc giy
anh hudng gién ti€p —bing cich xay dung nhiing
c6ng dong lam in bubn ban va tién ddn ngoai
giao, bing nhitng thuong thio cic hdp dong xiy
cit va thuong mai. V6i kha niing tiéu thu cling
sttc manh quén su, v8i mdt ting 16p ndng din cé
mifc hoc vAn cao chua titng thi'y trong lich s&
nhin loai, Trung-Hoa 14 mé&1 de doa chinh thic
d61 vai d€ qudc MY tir do ti€n bd va phé phon.

Lich sit cho thiy khi mdt dai cuting dang 1én,
hodc di lén trd lai sau khi tan lui (Nhat va Piic
dau Thé-ky 20 chdng han) khuynh huéng giy han
[2 ddu hiéu dé nhin ra —va tir diy dai cubting
nay thudng dua thé gidi vio hon loan bao tan



(hai th& chi&n vdi trong tim & Au va A-chiu ching
han). Trung-Hoa khéng phai la ngoai 1&: hién nay
Trung-Hoa dang diu ¢ vio tau ngim chay bing
di-&-den v ning ludng nguyén tf —mdt ddu hiéu
6 rang cho thdy Trung-Hoa cé § dinh khong
nhitng bao vé viing duyén hai ciia minh ma con
phat tri€n viing 4nh hudng tim xa trén Théi-Binh-
Dudng vi xa hon nita. Khich quan ma nhin diéu
nay hoan toan hdp 1y va chinh ding vdi ngudi
Trung-Hoa. Gidi lanh dao Trung-Hoa khéng phai
1a nhitng ngudi a1 mo din chu, nhung ho co6 tham
vong mang lai d&i séng no 4m diy dd cho ca
frim triu ngudi trong cdi kh6i mét ti ba trim
triéu ngudi trong nudc —chua k€ cd trim tridu
ngudi Hoa ngoai nudc. D€ thuc hién di€u nay ho
can phai bao vé nhitng hai 16 di chuy€n cac ngudn
nhién liéu sinh to tr TAy-Nam A-chiu (ngudi
phudng Tay cho d€n nay hay goi la “Trung-Dong,”
fit vi tri “trong tAm thé gidi” cia ho) va nhitng
viing khac. Di nhién ho khéng tin Hoa-Ky va An-
D6 & nam A-chau s& [am chuyén nay cho ho. Dut
ai c6 néi gi lam g, trong nhicu thip nién tdi Trung-
Hoa sé€ gia tdng ngidn sdach quian su.
Muc tiéu thuc tién cia Hoa-K¥ cé 1& chi han ch&
vio viéc khuyén khich Trung-Hoa diu tu vao
nhitng gi c6 tinh cdch phong bi hdn 1a tAn cong.
Nhung vdi mot gidi lanh dao déng khung citng
nhic trong ¥ thitc hé va kigu cing nhw tdng thdng
George W. Bush vdi ph6 tong théng Dick Cheney,
tong trudng qudc phong Donald Rumsfeld, tng
trudng ngoai giao Condoleezza Rice ciing nhitng
phu ta4 va cd vin trong khdi tAn-bao-thi (néo-
conservatives, xin xem Phdi Tdn-Bao-Thi Va
Chinh-Sdch Ngoai-Giao M7, Thé-K¥ 21, thing
Mudii 2004, cling ngudi viét) Hoa-Ky khé hudng
vé dudng 161 thuc t€. Gidi 1anh dao Hoa-Ky hién
nay khong di & nhi va uyén chuyén cing tw cha
va chin chdn can thi€t dé chon con duting thuc
ti€én. Ho ciling gom da s6 ngudi da tring vdi kha
ning tuong d6i han ché, va thanh cdng hon mitc
thuding vi hodn cidnh vA may min dua t6i: ho khé
diit bd nhi€u thanh ki€n thi cuu va s& khong
mém déo vdi mdt nudc Trung-Hoa, hodc s& coi
thuong gidi lanh dao Trung-Hoa da vang “chim
ti€n” méi di 1én.

Nhin theo chiéu hudng cic su kién nay va
chiéu hu6ng lich sit vé nhitng tranh chip giita
cic dai cudng déu cé muc tiéu chinh ding, ta ¢6
thé hé thidy tuong lai gan: tranh chip quin su
gifta Hoa-Ky va Trung-Hoa —néu khong phéi la
tréin chi€n qui udc 1dn lao va tan khoc thi cling la

mot loat nhitng xung ddt kéo dai nhiéu nim hoic
ca thip nién, ki€u Chi€n-tranh Lanh giita “thé-
gidi tu-do” va cOng sin hon nita thé ki vira qua.

Hién nay thach d6 tir phia Trung-Hoa xem ra
van con chifa dang ké, hodc chua thdy rd. Tong
s& trong tai hai luc My 1én t&i 2.86 triéu tin, so

* v6i tong sO trong tai hai luc toan thé gidi 1a 3.04

triéu tAn; nhu thé Hoa-Ky ¢6 héi luc bao trim 1€n
trén hét. Tong s6 hai lve Trung-Hoa chi ¢6 263,064
tdn; chi bing mot-phan mudi-hai Hoa-K¥. Hai
luc M§ bao gdm hai-mudi-b&n hang khéng miu
ham, trén tong s6 ba-mudi-bon toan thé gidi;
Trung-Hoa chua c6 hang khéng miu ham nao.
Nhitng con s6 thong ké ti€p tuc cho thdy Trung-
Hoa hoan toan di lot tot qua xa phia sau hai luc
My. Nhung 6ng Robert Work, mét nha phén tich
cao cip thudc Trung-tAm Nghién-citu Chién-luge
va Ngén-séch § Hoa-Thinh-Don, ciing dua ra nhin
xét rang, trong cudc chi€n giita hai thi-qudc Hi-
Lap c6 kinh Sparta va Athens, Athens ¢6 nhiéu
uu thé hii hrc trong viing Dia-Trung-Hai gap boi
Sparta (khong c6 hai quin) nhung sau lai bi Sparta
khic phuc.

Trung-Hoa tirng gia ting chi phi quan su ldn
lao, nhing ca hai huc va khéng Iuc Trung-Hoa
phéi nhiéu thip nién nita mdi bat kip luc lugng
MY¥ hién nay. DI nhién Trung-Hoa khong dai gi
ma nghénh dén hai va khong luc My trong chién
tranh qui udc nhw Nhat-Ban & mat trin bién Thai-
Binh khodng nim cudi Thé-chién IT (1939-1945).
Nhitng tran danh nhv trin Phi-Luédt-Tan thang Sau,
trin Vinh Leyte va Eo bién Surigao, thing Mudi
1944, 1a nhitng héi chi€n qui md cudi cling trong
lich sit hdi quin My —va c6 1& van 1a nhitng trin
qui md cudi cling trong tudng lai. Gidng nhu'khiing
bd du kich hién nay, Trung-Hoa s& lam chié€n khéc
hén chi€n tranh qui u6c: & Traq d4n quéin ndi diy
chéng My bing nd bom cim tif; trén bién Théi-
Binh Trung-Hoa s€& 4p dung sd trudng chién thuit
du kich v&1 vii khi mdi. Pay la de doa 16n va c6
thu'c,

Trung-Hoa c6 nhiéu cich sit dung quin luc
kém vé mit k¥ thuit so v8i quin luc My dé dat
nhitng muc tiéu chi€n ludc tudng dudng véi My.
(G181 quén sy Trung-Hoa theo do1 k¥ cang nhilng
chi ti€t chi€n trdin My d ving Balkans (déng va
dong-nam Au-chiu) va viing vinh Ba-Tu (Iran),
va ho hi€u tin tudng ring siic manh quan luc My
dra phan 18n vao hai lwc —kha ning cia cic
hing khong miu ham cling céc tau chi€n trén va
dudi méit nude hd téng dé€n gin muc tiéu d€ bian
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phi dan va phéng may bay tin cong ao at. PE doi
pho vdi kha ning siéu viét nay Trung-Hoa dang
chuyén hé théng fiber-optic t&i tAn xuéng ham
sAu dudi dat va dua vii khi phong thii chién higc
siu vio ndi dia Trung-Hoa phia Tay-A, xa khoi
tim hoat déng clia cic phi dan ti bién bin vao.
Pong thdi Trung-Hoa ciing phat tri€n chién higc
tAn cong sit dung phi dan v6i kha ning chinh xac
nhim tiéu diét bi€u twdng cla tai sin va quyén
hic M§: cic hang khéng mau ham vién chinh,
hoat dong ngoai hai phin va di qua bién cudng
an ninh My xéc dinh bdi vi tri ba chl hoan cau.
N&u mot phi dan tam xa Trung-Hoa danh tring
vao mot hing khong miu ham M¥ ngoai khdi
Thdi-Binh-Duong, dit khong lam chim néi hang
khéng miu ham nay ciing giy anh hudng chinh
tr1 va tAm 1§ ghé gdm khong kém gi vu al-Qeda
tan cong hai thap Thudng-vu Thé-gidi & Nitu-Udc
niam 200!. Trung-Hoa dang dat trong tim vao
viéc sit dung phi dan va tAu ngam dé gy ti€ng
vang 16n né€u 6 dung dd thét su véi Hoa-Ky trén
bé cA. Hoa-Ky chic phii ban tim vdi k&€ hoach
phi dan tim xa ctia Trung-Hoa.

Vi k& hoach phi dan tAm xa t3i tin Trung-
Hoa c6 th€ phéng hang trim phi dan 1én Pai-
Loan, chi cach luc dia Trung-Hoa mét tram dam,
trtdic khi Hoa-K¥ c6 thé t8i gan d€ bao vé dio
nay. Kha ning nay, cdng vdi mdét ham doi tau
ngdm mdi (chang bao liu sé 16n hon, néu khéng
n6i la ¢6 phadm lwrgng cao han ham déi tiu ngdm
M§) chic chin s& thita thim quyén d€ Trung-
Hoa thuyét phuc nhiftng nudc A-chiu “déng
minh” v6i Hoa-K¥ khong cho tiu beé My sit dung
hai phdn va hai cang dia phudng. Phin 1dn tau
ngam trong ham d6i biy-mudi chi€c hién nay
ctia Trung-Hoa thudc ki€u cii clia Nga chay biing
di-&-den; nhung nhitng tdu nay cd thé dudc si
dung nhu cac bdi min di dong trong viing Nam-
Hai (bién Pong cia Viét-Nam), Pong-Hai va
Hoang-Hai sat nich Trung-Hoa. Nhitng ving
bi€n nay ¢é “mic siu khéng déu nhau, mitc 6n
a0 ddy bi€n cao, luong ntdc manh v nhiéu 16p
nhiét do thay doi nhanh chéng” (theo md ta cia
phéng vién David Lague thudc nhat bao Wall
Street Jowrnal) lam ra-da tham do dudi nudc cua
hdi lwc My thi€u chinh xdc. Ngoai s6 tAu néi
trén Trung-Hoa con thém mudi bay tau ngim
di-&-den mdi va ba tAu ngam nguyén tif khoang
cudi thip nién, dd d€ 1am hai luc M§ bdi 16 va
khi€n dong minh clia My & A-chiau phai nghe
151,

22 - THE KY 21 - 8O 198 THANG MUGI, 2005

Trung-Hoa ciing c6 th€ bi mét phd hoai hé
thong dién luc Pai-Loan ma khéng cin si dung
vil lu'c va v8i dung ¥ lam din ching trén dao
mét tinh thin. Pay khong phai chuyén khoa hoc
gia twdng; Trung-Hoa hang ngay tip dudt va dau
tr vao nhitng k¥ thuit tin cong “40” nhim vao
Pai-Loan va xa hon nita. G161 lanh dao dan su
va quén su Trung-Hoa ciing hi€u ranh rot cich
dnh hudng chi phéi vao tim 1y yéu dt, 1€ thudc
va suy nghi hdi hdt, néng can cia gidi ctt tri di
bau trong mot x4 hoi tiéu thu (mass manipula-
tion, bing quing cdo, tuyén truyén qua céc
phudng tién truyén thdng cé sitc manh ghé gém
nhy truyén hinh, truyén thanh) —néi chung la
din ching trong cic xd hoi “dan chi” nhu G
Hoa-Ky.

Trong tudng lai gan Trung-Hoa s& lam nhiéu
bi€u dudng Irc lwdng —nhu budc chi€c may bay
thim thinh EP-3E thubc hai quan My phai ha
cAnh xufng lanh thd Trung-Hoa mila xuAn nim
2001. Pay c6 thé la chicu hudng chi€n thuit trong
th€ ki 21 hon 1a nhitng gi dang x4y ra & Iraq —
va Trung-Hoa sé& c6 v0 s6 cd hoi lam chuyén nay.
Trong cac tip trin hang nim cla hai lvc My &
riém déng ngan Thdi-Binh-Duong, hdi quin
Trung-Hoa c6 thé cho mdt tau ngam chui xudng
dudi roi troi 1én ngay gitta ham d6i My. Hoic
cho tdu ngim hay phi dan dit trén dit lién ddnh
chim mot cii bia sit nich ham déi My dé biéu
dudng kha ning tAn cOng giy ti€ng vang hoic
nhitng nhon nhdo xa rong trén ndi dia My —nhu
vu khiing bd tin cong tau hai quan My Cole trong
hai phan Yemen niam 2000. Trung-Hoa ciing ¢é
thé diing tau dan cinh tai nan dim vao mot tau
chi€n MV trong viing duyén hai A-chau. Tuy diy
khéng 1 gi hét nhung trong thdi dai truyén thong
nhanh va manh véi tin titc hai-mudi-bon ti€ng mot
ngay ti€ng vang chi€n ludc ciia né rat 1a 16n va
bat 1di cho Hoa-Ky.

B. Hoa K¥ can sin sang

Theo éng Kaplan, vdi mot doi thi nhyv Trung-
Hoa dang 1&n c6 1€ Hoa-K¥ phai dap ting uyén
chuyén khac vdi nhitng suy nghi tinh toidn qui
udc. Hai quan My hién nay la mot guong may
trdn ngy trén bi€n ca rong 16n —mo6t nhiém vu
va thanh tich khéng nhé, nhat [ d€ bao vé tr do
méu dich hau h&t khip ndi. Trong lich s, cic d&€
quédc 16n trdc day nhu TAy-Ban-Nha va Anh déu
dva vao hai luc d€ phat trién quyén 1¢i kinh t€,
chinh tri va vin héa. Hién tuong kinh t€ toan cau
h6éa khong the thanh hinh va ton tai v6i Hoa-K¥



trong vai trd chit trwdng chi ddng n€u khong c6
sitic manh cta hai lvc My. Nhung mbi ngay nhu
mOt ré hon hai lwc nay phai thay d6i, hoic chia
thanh ba khéi khdc nhau: mot nhim bio dim kha
ning sif dung bi€n ci nhu mdt cin cif tn cdng
ticn phudng (nhu dang xdy ra § Iraq va A-Pha-
Hian); mot ki€u luc lugng dic nhiém duyén hai
dé€ sit dung vao viéc chéng ndi diy, khing b
(chéng lai cdc nhém khiing b6 ¢6 cin cif & viing
quin ddo Nam-Dudng vad nam Phi-Luit-Tin
ching han); va, mdt nita d€ gia ting kha ning
hru dong bi mat (d€ tuin hanh cic ving bién
Trung-Hoa va eo bién Dai-Loan cling nhiing vimg
chi€n Iudc khac). Ba nhanh hai luc nay cé vai tro

dai khodng mét tram thudc va chi cin mdt thiy
doan di€u khi€n nhd, cé thé hoat ddng trong
vilng nudc rt can, chay rit nhanh (1&n tdi bon-
mudi hii 1¥) va c6 thé chuyén chd cic nhém
biét kich nhu ngu®i nhai cia Hai quin (SEAL,
Se.a,Air and Land). M6t loai LCS khac 1a chiéc

“Mark V dac nhiém, dai khodng hai-mudi-1am
thudc, chay nhanh tdi nim-mudi hai Iy va c6
tim hoat déng sdu trim hdi dim. V4i cii “mdém
h4” chua t6i hai thudc tau ndy cé thé trre tiép
thd mot tiéu d6i SEAL 1én bd —va véi gid ndm
triéu mot chi€c bd quic phong cé thé mua hang
td tAu ndy vdi gid mua mdt chién diu co F/A-
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ng chién Trung-Hoa trirc dién 1an gian ti€p —
nhit 12 & cac viing ddo qudc bat 8n trong Théi-
Binh-Dudng dang gin b6 chiit ché v8i Bic-Kinh.

Céc ham dbi hiing hdu vdi hang khéng miu
ham hién thdi gilf vai trd cin cif tin cong tién
phudng; Hoa-Ky cin phét trién hai nhénh hai
Iuc khac. Hai luc dic nhiém s& cin rat nhiéu
tu chi&n nhd, trong s6 d6 phai k€ loai tiu chién
cidn duyén do hai dai cong ty General Dynam-
ics vi Lockheed Martin phit trién. Loai thu chi€n
cd nho nay, goi la LCS (Littoral-Combat Ship),

Phét tri€n nhdnh héi luc thi ba cin nhiing
thay doi thit su. Vi gidi truyén thong méi ngay
mdt nhom ngé thém viao cdc hoat ddong cia
chinh quyén, nhdnh nay cin bi mit hon trong
cdc nhiém vu nhu tha biét kich biing tiu ngim
d€ bit sdng hay gi€t chét khiing bs, hodic tha
gian diép vao nhitng ndi khdng chinh qu}'é:} nao
ki€m soat. TAu ngam c6 nhigu bt 1di vé& tin
cong tién phudng so vdi hang khéng miu ham,
va dit gid gip boi. Nhung day la chon hra fitong
lai; Iy do chinh: ddy la cidch bdo vé€ hang khong
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mau ham chOng lai phi dan hitu igu nhAt so
V@1 cac phuong tién khdc. ,

Hai luc bi mét sé hitu hi€u hdn néu co thém
tAu ngAm chay bing di-&-den, loai tiu ngdim ma
Uc, Nhét, Nam-Han va Thuy-Pién dang phit trién
hodc da ¢6 sdn —loai tiu ngAm ma Trung-Hoa
chiing bao lau nita s& c6. Nhung vi val trd canh
binh toan ciu can phai st dung tiu ngAm nguyén
tit Hoa-Ky kh6 ma chuyén qua tiu ngAm chay
bang di-&-den. Hoa-K¥ dang trang bi tiu ngim
ki€u Trident vdi vii khi thong thuting, va kha ning
gilip tha nhitng toin SEAL, va c6 |& sau cuing I3
kha nang gitip mdy bay thim thinh khéng nguisi
14i. Tiungam ki€u Trident c6 thé trang bi dé dudc
ding nhv nhitng tiu me cho cic hoat dong cén
duyén.

Dinhién cdccin ci ¢6 sdn va quyen sit dung
can cif ¢ nhitng nodi khic trong Thai-Binh-Duong
12 nhu cAu hang d4u. Cang cé nhiéu cin ct Hoa-
Ky cang dé uyén chuyén hon —dé€ hd trd may
bay khong ngudi lai, ti€p vin nhién liéu va cé
1€ quan trong hon hét 1a budc gidi quin su Trung-
Hoa phai déi phé vdi mot loat nhitng khé khin
thay vi chi mot vai vin dé c6 thé gidi quyét
nhanh chéng va dé dang. Hién nay bé tdng chi
huy mat Thai-Binh-Dudng, PACom (Pacific
Command), nim & Ha-Uy-Di, gan nhu giita bién
Thai-Binh vdi luc dia Hoa-Ky mot bén va Trung-
Hoa mét bén. Pao Guam la lanh dia thudc Hoa-
Ky va Hoa-Ky c6 thé sit dung va diu tu thy
nghi méa khdng sg bi diy ra khoi day. Guam lai
nim sat chdu A (chi cin bén gid bay la dén
Bidc-Han) va gdm cin cif khong quin Andersen
vdi di loai mdy bay thudc khong luc (k€ ca cin
¢ may bay bé bom khong 16 B-52), mét trim
ngan bom va phi dan thudng trw'c va sdu-mudi-
sdu triéu ga-16ng diu cho miy bay phén luc.
Guam ciing 14 cdn cif hai lwc véi mot doi tau
ngam, hai cing cho hang khong miu ham Kitty
Hawk dang md réng va quin s twong dudng
vl mot s doan bd binh hodc thiy quin luc
chi&n.

Guam, vdi tat cd nhitng kha ning va vu diém
néi trén c6 th€ thanh b6 chi huy tién phudng
cia PACom sdt canh chidu A, nhung véi mic
tip trung luc lugng va ti€p liéu chién lude 16n
lao Guam ciing dé thanh muc tiéu cho cdc tin
cong tf Trung-Hoa. C6 1€ Hoa-Ky sé& sit dung
Guam nhu trung tim v&i nhiéu phin phoi ré
quat téa d€n nhitng cin cif nhé hdn nhung quan
trong khong kém & ving ddo Palau, giita
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Mindanao (Phi-Ludt-Tdn) va Ti€u-A
(Micronesia), c6 théa thudn quén su véi Hoa-
Ky dé€ d6i 1dy vién trd. Hoa-Ky ciing md mang
cic cin cff § Trung-A (gém Karshi-Khanabad
thuéc Uzbekistan, va Manas, thudc Kyrgizstan
—da dugc phat trien va md rdng trude khi Hoa-
Ky xdm chi€ém A-Phi-Han cudi nim 2001) sat
ngay phia tiy Trung-Hoa, cing nhiing “dia
di€ém hgp tdc an ninh” (Cooperative Security
[Location, CSL, nhv mdt phin phi trudng din
s, hodc ch6 héo lanh cho mdy bay 1én xudng,
thudng qua tw nhdn M¥ sdp x€p vdi chinh quyén
dia phwdng dé€ tranh 16 liu hay mich long din
ching) & nhiéu noi khic nita & A-chidu, Pong-
Phi, vin vin.

Rat 4m thim Hoa-Ky cling diéu dinh nhitng
thoa thudn, quan hé an ninh song phuong véi
Viét-Nam, Tan-Gia-Ba, Thdi-Lan, Kampuchea va
Phi-Ludt-Tan. Si quan cao cip tir nhitng nwdc
nay thutng d&€n Ha-Uy-Di hop ban vé an ninh
viing v&i bao trg tai chanh cia PACom. Trong
chiéu hudng niy chic chin Hoa-K¥y phai thuc
hi€én nhi€u nd hre xich gin lai Lién-Poan Au-
Chau (European Union, EU) ma chinh quyén
Bush dé gy nhi€u 4c cAm va chia ré vi vu xam
ling Iraq, va khdi NATO véi cdc nuc quan trong
nhu Phdp va Bic hay huc hiic véi chinh quyén
Bush.

Trong nhitng ndm tdi vu ti€n an ninh vi qudc
phong c6 1& s& chuyén tir “Trung-Péng” sang
bi€n Théi-Binh. Céc téng thdng sau 6ng Bush
hi€n nay, di Cong-hda hay Dan-chi, cd 1€ sé
phai di theo mét chinh sdch ngoai giao mém
déo thuc tién gidng nhu thdi cic tong thong
COng-hoa 6n hoa nhu Richard Nixon, Gerald
Ford va 6ng Bush bd. Céc vi tdng thdng tudng
lai 6 dd mém déo va thuc tién d€ cong nhan
thé luc va “chi quyén” Trung-Hoa & Théi-Binh-
Dudng va chdu A néi chung téi mitc ndo 1a cin
hoi khé tra 19i.

biém kha r6 la trong thé ky 21 Hoa-K¥ va ci
Trung-Hoa déu c6 kha niing ti€p tuc chién tréin
tan khdc di bén nay hodc bén kia ¢6 thua mét
trin 16n hay dot trao d6i phi dan diu tién. Mudn
chim dit trén chién sau dgt dau Hoa-Ky budce
phai ti€u hiy kha nang quén s Trung-Hoa & mét
mitc cao. Di¢u nay s& de doa trurc i€p vao ngudn
nhién liéu sinh 6 ctia Trung-Hoa va s6 phin ding
cOng sdn: § mic do nay thé gidi sé khong thé
nao con nhu trude nira.

Piy 1a con dudng nguy hi€m khén luting.
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NGO NHAN DUNG
BAI HOI X B VE DAU?

DBén thiang Sau sang nim dang Cdng San Viét
Nam mdi hop Pai h6éi Mu0i. Nhung ngay tir bay
gig, nhitng ngudi Viét Nam quan tim dén twdng
lai dit nude dd that vong vé Du thio Bdo cdo
chinh tri ma Trung wong Pang s& dua ra trude dai
h6i nay, cin cit trén bai trinh bay clia 6ng Nguyén
Phii Trong vé “ndi dung cd ban” ciia ban du thio
d6, c6 thé coi 1a mot tht “du thio clia bin du
thao bao cdo chinh tr1.” N6i nhu rha bio Bui Tin,
diy 12 nhitng tai Liéu “cuc ky bao tha.”

Di€u duy nhat 6ng Biii Tin coi 13 ¢6 tién bd
trong ban dv thio di€u &, 14 ¥ dinh cho dang
vién lam kinh t€, kinh doanh va két nap cic nhi
kinh doanh vao dang, 6ng B Tin cho 1a “cé tac
dung hdp phédp hda tai sin cta gidi or ban do.”
Diéu nay khong dude néi t6i trong bai cha dng
Nguyén Phd Trong.

Ki€m di€m lai “20 niim d6i mdi,” ban du thio
néi “Bic biét [a, nhan thifc chia chiing ta vé chi
nghia X& hd1 va con dudng di 1€n chi nghia Xa
hdi ¢ nudc ta ngady cang sing té hon.” Sdng to
nhu th€ nao? Day 12 181 giai thich: “Pén nay, da
bt dau hinh thank dicge irén nhitng nét co bdn
mot hé thong quan diém [y ludn vé céng viéc ddi
mdi, vé xda héi xd hdi chit nghia vér con dudmg di
lén chu nghia Xa hgi ¢ Vigt Nam.” (Cac chif in
nghiéng trong nguyén vin.) Nhung khi doc hét
cic 161 gidi thi€u ctia dng Nguyén Phi Trong, ity
vién B Chinh tri, chii tich H6i dong Ly ludn trung
wdng, ngudi doc khong thiy cé cai gi sdng td ca.

Tit m6t nim trwde diy, nhi€u ngudi & trong
nudc da dat cAu hoi. Hoi ring khi chinh nhiing
ngudi linh dao dang Cdng San chua néi ra dudc
chu nghia Xa héi ho dang theo 14 cai gi, di 1én
chii nghia X3 héi Ia di vé dau, di thé€ nao, viy thi
tai sao ho vin c@ doi lanh dao ci nude 80 triéu
con ngudi “Theo dinh hudng xa hoi chl nghia.”

va “di 1én chti nghia X4 k617" Vao thang Bay vira
qua, dng Hoang Tung, tong thr ky Hoi ddng Ly
fudn Trung uong da tuyén bd rang Trung wong
Déng s& dan din chi vé& cho cic dang vién thay
chit nghia X& hoi la cdi gi, moi ngudi hay kién
nhin chd doi. Nhung khi doc ban du thio bao
c40 chinh tri do dng Nguyén Phi Trong thi ngui
ta thdy dng néi rit d& dit, n6i loanh quanh. Ong
chii tich Hoi dong Ly luiin khéng néi tdi “mdt hé
thong Iy ludn” nao vé chii nghia X héi ci. Ong
chi dam néi téi “nhifng nét cd ban” cla cii hé
thong d6. Nhung nhu vy cling con nhiéu tham
vong qua. Ong Trong khiém t5n hon, néi thém
rang quy 6ng mdi “hinh thanh nhitng nét cd ban”
dé chit chwa md td duge ching ra thé nao. Chua
dd dé dat, 6ng Trong thong thém hai chit nita cho
131 vin cing khiém cung: “dd budc ddu hinh
thanh.” N6i nhu vay la gidi lanh dao ding, 6ng
chii tich. H6i dong Ly luan clia ddng coi cic dang
vién khac nhu mdt Il tré con. Ciing giéng nhu
mdt ba vii du con nit. May em bé ddi dn banh, ba
vii bén db danh dam tré ring ba s& c6 “nhitng
nét cd ban” cia céi banh; s& “hinh thanh nhitng
nét cd ban cha cdi banh.” Sau d6 chita lai, ba néi
r0 hon: “dd budc dau hinh thanh nhitng nét cd
ban ciia c¢di banh.”

Tom lai, van chua dude coi 1a mdt cai banh ve,

Nhut ong Bui Tin nhin xét, ngudi ta “phai that
kién nhdn mdi doc hét dude” céi du thio vé& ban
du thdo nay. D6 1a mdt cudc hanh ha tinh thin
ngudi doc rt tan nhan. Poc ban dv thio ciia du
thio d6 gibng nhy rdi vao mdt mé hdn trin cia
nhitng khiu hiéu tréng réng ma ngudi dian da phai
nghe tr ba ki€p trudce!

Chii nghia Xa hoi 1a c4i gi? Ong Nguyén Pha
Trong néi 1d n6 phai phat trién xa hoi dan gidu,
nudc manh, cong bang, din chii, vin minh, kinh t&

‘phét trifn cao, nén van hoa tién tién, ciia dan, do

dan va vi dan, vin vin va van van. N&u c6 mbt cdi
dang Cti Khoai dua ra mot chi nghia mdi, ho ciing
c6 thé gii thich chii nghiia Cti Khoai ctia ho v6i tat
cd nhitng khau hiéu tréng rdng nhu vay.

Con con dufng di 1én chi nghia Xa hoi 1a cai
2. Ong Nguy&n Pht Trong lai néi ti€p, né e Ia
phdi phat trién kinh t& thi trudng dinh hudng x3
hoi chil nghia, xdy dung nén dan chi xi héi chi
nghia, nha nudc x4 hdi chi nghia clia nhin dén,
do nhan din, vi nhin dan, vin vin va van van.

C4i 161 “ly lndn” nhv viy cho thiy hinh inh
nhifng ngudi da hét kha ndng suy nghi mach lac.
Né&u khdng, phai thiy 14 o coi Khinh tit ci cac
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ding vién cong san khic. Ba vii mudn nhdi vao
dau dam tré nit cai gi thi ching ciling phai chiu
hay sao? Déi xi¥ véi cdc dang vién, vdi cic dai
bi¢u dai hdi dang ciia ho ma nhv viy. Ho con coi
dan ra cii ginifa’

Mot cach cu thé, ho vin nhic lai phdi kién
dinh nén tdng chii nghia Mac-Lé-nin. Xdy dung
nén dan chit xa hoi chi nghia. Nha nide phdp
quyén xa hdi chii nghia dat DUOT SU LANH PAO
CUA PANG. (Chiing t6i nhin manh.) Kién quyét
ddu tranh bdo vé chii nghia Mdc Lé-nin. Thiec
hién nguyén tdc dan chit tap trung (tic 1a tw tudng
Mao Trach Pong.) Cdan bé phdi tuyét doi trung
thanh véi dang. Kién dinh ly tiong va con didng
di lén chit nghia Xa héi (chua bi€t chi nghia d6
14 gi.) Khi n6i dén doan két, Bin du thio cta du
thio néi rd 1a “Pai doan két din tdc trén nén
tdng lién minh giai cAp cdng nhin vdi giai cip
nbng dan va ddi ngii tri thite DUCT SU LANH
PAO CUA PANG.” (Nghe nhv hdi Pai hoi IT!)
Bin du thio cha du thio van bio dong “Céc thé
luc thit dich &m muu dién bi€n hda binh, giy bao
loan 14t d6.” vin vin. D6 13 mdt thit cong s6 tdm
treo sin trén ddu toan dén.

Vé kinh t&€, ho vin h6 khAu hiéu “kinh t&€ nha
nudc git vai tro chi dao.” Chua di, ho con bao
_-:ﬁrn cho cic - quan chitc kinh t&€ yén tm ngﬁi an,
rang ‘kinh t&€ nha nudc cing véi kinh € tap thé
NGAY CANG TRG THANH NEN TANG.” Biét
nhan din Viét Nam by gid ai ciing hoing hot khi
nghe ba ti€ng “hgp tac x4, ding ben gidi thich
“kinh &€ tap thé ma ndng cdt Ia hdp tac xa kicu
méil” KIEU MOT! Ong Le Pang Doanh nam ngoai
tha thi€t kéu goi bé cdi nén ting d6, thét phi 1oi!

Vi tit cd nhitng ldp trudng “kién dinh Mac
L&-nin" nhu viy roi, ngudi ta s& phai doc nhitng
khau hiéu khac véi thai do de dat, di do 1a nhitng
diéu mdi néi 1an dau,

M¢ cifa cho tif doanh vao dang

C6 mdt s& diéu c6 vé mdi, nhu hé ra mot s
tia sing hy vong d€ cho nhitng ding vién mudn
thay d6i yén tim chds dgi. Ho ndi tdi “phat trién
cic loai thi truding” trong d6 c6 “thi trudng quyén
sit dung dit va bit dong sin gin lién véi dit”
Nhu viy thi hy vong ngudi din bat ddu dugc doi
Xt giéng nhu dude lam chi rudng dit, nha dit,
néu nha nudc cho phép. Nhitng diém khéc ciing
c6 vé tién bd: Gidm hén sy can thiép hanh chdnh
vao hoat ﬂcmg clia thi trutng va doanh nghiép
(mdt ti€n bd, néu thuc [a GIAM HAN. ) Tach biét
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chifc ning quan Iy hanh chinh cfia nha nudc véi
chitc ndng quan ly kinh doanh clia doanh nghiép;
x6a bd ché do chii quan (ti€n bd, n€u lam ding
quy tic nay.) Quyén s& hitu tai sdn va queyén ty do
kinh doanh duige phdp ludt bao hd; (moi cdng ddn)
c6 quivén binh ddng trong dau tu, kinh doanh, trong
tiép can cdc co hoi, ngudn luc kinh doanh, trong
thong tin va nhin thong tin. Nghia la cac doanh
nghiép nha nudc va tr doanh dude quyén vay tién
clia ngin hang binh ding, dudc quyén nghién ciiu
thi trudng ma khéng bi coi 12 lam gidn diép hodc
tiét 16 bi mét qudc gia! N&u hiéu theo nghia tién
b nhu vy thi diy ciing 1A mét di€u khich 1&!

C6 nhitng cAu vi€t mip md khé hiéu, chic véi
dung ¥. Thi du: Kinh t&€ ¢6 phan (sic) ngiy cang
phat trién, trd thanh hinh thic kinh t&€ phé bién.
Khéng ai hi€u kinh t&€ ¢6 phan nghia 14 gi, chit
nay khong c6 trong tit di€n kinh t€ hoc. Néu coi
{ tudng chinh la thic ddy viéc “cd phan héa” tifc
la tw nhan héa cdc xi nghiép, thi diy la mét ti€n
bd. C6 nhitng ciu hoén toan khong hiéu dudc,
chic ciing viét véi dung ¥, nhw “thic diy x4 hoi
hoa sdn xuit va s& hitu, dic biét 12 xd héi hoa
von clia cic nha dau tw” N6i “xa hdi héa” nghia
la gi? C6 thé giai thich ciu nay theo ¥ nghia tuw
nhin héa cic xi nghiép quic doanh, nhu trén, vi
cho phép cic cong ty co phan, thi trudng ching
khoan dudc banh tritdng. Nhung ngudi dan Viét
Nam ciing tifng nghe ba chit “xa hoi héa” véi
nghia ngudc lai. Rudng dat, nha clfa bi xd héi
héa, ti‘c 14 bi nha nudc tich thu! Gido duc dudc
x4 hoi héa tite 1a hoc sinh vao trudng cbng cling
phai tra tién; y t&€ xd hoi hoa titc a vio nha thuong
cong ciing phai tra tién bdng, bing, kim chich, va
mua tirng vién thudc.

MOot ciu mip md c6 thé gidi thich thuin 1¢i
cho viéc thu nhin cic doanh nhin tu vao dang
Cong San, 1a “tao diéu kién d€ c4c doanh nhén
phat huy tiém ning va vai trd tich cvc cia minh
trong phat trién san xuit, kinh doanh.” Con tao
diéu kién nao t6t hon [ cho ho hudng nhitng vu
quyén ctia cic dang vién? Diéu nay chi dudc néu
1&n trong du thao sita diéu I& cfa dang,

Mot ciu khac c6 thé coi 1a mé clta cho cic
ding vién am in riéng, bi€n thanh cdc nha tu
ban, 1a: “Moi cong dan ¢6 quyén tr do tham gia
cdchoat ddng dau tir, kinh doanh.” Cic dang vién
ciing |4 nhitng cong dan! Néu sau nay B6 Chinh
tri dang Cong SAn Viét Nam mudn, ho ¢6 thé coi
hai céiu trén la nhitng chia khéa md cita cho cic
dang vién lam 4n tw va thdu nhdn cic nha tw'sin



vao dang. Viéc d6 c6 thé xiy ra n€u B6 Chinh tri
gom nhitng ngudi c6 dau 6¢ mudn d6i méi nhanh
hon! Nhung néu B6 Chinh tri sau nay da s6 Ia
nhitng tay thi cuu thi nhitng ciu trén s€ bi chim
Idp, bi quén dan, giéng nhv nhifng ciu c¢6 ¥ nghia
tudng Wy trong cac bao cao chinh tri truGc day.

Cudi ciing thi chinh sich clia ddng Cong San
Viét Nam hodn toan tuy thudc y€u t8 nhan su.
Cho nén, ti¥ nay cho tdi khi Pai hdi X két thiic,
ngudi ta van khong thé doan dudc dai hoi d6 sé
di vé dau! Nudc Viét Nam sé di vé dau? Tat ca
80 tri¢u ngudi din Viét Nam khong biét! Tit ca
van chi tiy thudc mot nhém ngudi dang lo bao
vé quyén hinh dé khéi méAt nhitng quyén 10i ma
ho da chi€m dugc. Chi khi nao hiu hét cic ding
vién cdng sdn cAm thdy budn ndn vi tham nhiing,
ma tiy, bit cong xa hoi; khi ndo ho phai thiy
xau h6 vé nhitng vu T2, T4, thdy phai nita mat
cho chinh ho; thi hoa may nudc ta mdi cé thay
doi! Ma né&u khong c6 gi thay d6i trong 5 nim,
10 ndm tdi thi chinh ddng Cong San ciing sé tu
hiy diét va dua dat nuSc t6i cinh ngay cang tut
hau hon nira!

DOAN KET DAN TOC NHU THE NAQ?

Ong V6 Vin Kiét mudn anh hudng t6i nhifng
ngudi dang mudn leo 1&n cdc chifc vi cao trong
dang, ky DPai hoi X sdp tdi. Cho nén, dng lai vira
mdi viét mot bai trén bao Tudi Tré, ho lai khdu
hiéu “doan két dan toc”” M& dau bai tham luin
vé doan két dan tdc, dng Vo Vin Kiét lai lam cho
ngudi doc that vong. Vi dng lap lai mot khiu hidu
cli cia H6 Chi Minh: “Poan két, Doan ké&t, Pai
doan két! Thanh coéng, Thanh cong, Pai thanh
cong!” Mudn xung tung Ho Chi Minh d€ cic ddng
vién khac vui long, dng ¢6 nhiéu cach. Ong Ho
Chi Minh c6 rit nhidu ti, ong H8 néi ciing hay
nifa, mudn khen dé 1im. Nhung dé cao 6ng Ho
vdi khau hiéu Pai doan két thi rat vung vé. Vi ai
ciing biét 6ng HO chi hd khau hiéu chit khong
lam dting nhv 13i néi.

Trong thuc t€ 6ng HO khong can doan k&t vdi ai
tri nhitng ngudi theo ong. Ngay tif khi thanh lap
nhom Thanh Nién, 6ng da mudn tim bién ca nudc
thanh mdt nudc cong san nitm trong D& Tam Quéc
T€, d6 mdi Ia muc tiéu that cia ong, tit lic dng con
luu lac d Trung Hoa. C¥ doc lai nhitng t& bio Thanh
Nién ma 6ng Ho viét § Quang Chau, trong dé dng
di vach ra con dudng ddu tranh thuc hién chii nghia
Cong San, phai tiéu diét nhitng giai cip “phan
dong,” theo ding chinh sich cta Stalin.

Ong Vo Vin Kiét néi riing ngay tit nim 1945
Ho6 Chi Minh di “chi trudng x6a bd moi hén thix
va chia r&.” Thé thi ai di gi€t nhitng Khai Hung,
Ta Thu Thiu, vi 4m hai Ditc Thiy Huynh Phi
S8? Ong V6 Vin Kiét biy gi¥ ciing cdng nhén
nhitng chi€n dich ddu t&, cii tao thudng nghiép
tir thip nién 1950, Ia sai lim. Vi, theo I9i ng gidi
thich, “tu twdng dai doan k€tbi coi nhe, quan diém
giai cAp di dudc vin dung mot cich miy méc,
mdt chi€u.” Thé thi vao hic nhitng chién dich d6
dién ra, ai ditng dau ding Lao Pong (Cong San)
Viét Nam. Ai ditng dau ci mién Bic Viét Nam?
Ong Hb la ngudi tin twdng phai theo chinh sich
Mao Trach Dong thi mdi cong san héa dude nude
Viét Nam. Ngay sau chi€n thing Dién Bién Phi,
H6 Chi Minh néi chuyén véi cic chi€n si tit mit
trAin v&, 6ng di néu ra nhiém vu méi cia cic
chi&n si Ia d4u t6. Ong néi ring chién thing quan
su vita qua khong quan trong bing cudc chi€én
diu sip tdi, 1a dau tranh chong giai cAp dia chi.
Cho nén, 6ng yéu cau cdc chién si phai tich cuc
tham du cudc cdi cich rudng dat! Ai ciing hiét
cudc cai cich rudéng dat la do cic ¢o van Trung
Cong chi huy. Khi 6ng H6 Chi Minh muén tha
cho ba Nguyén Thi Nim, m6t dia chii ¢é cong
dong gbp tieén cho khang chi€n, cic con déu theo
Viét Minh, ma ¢ van Trung Quéc khong cho,
Ho ciing khong ci lai. Cudn hdi k¥ ciia Poan
Duy Thanh, cuu phé thi tudng, cho bi€t chuyén
d6. Khi ¢6 ngudi thua vdi cac cd van Trung Qudc
la nén tha cho ba Nam vi ba chi 1a mdt phu nir,
c¢6 vin phan rang: Cop duc hay cop cii, cop nio
cling #n thit ngudi! Thé lic d6 6ng H6 Chi Minh
doan k&t vdi dan tdc hay chi doan két vdi cac cd
vin Trung Qudc?

Ong V6 Vin Kiét con néu ra 15i H3 Chi Minh
trong dai hoi thanh lip Pang Lao Pong nim 1951;
“Chinh vi Pdng Lao Pong Viét Nam la dang ciia
giai cAp cong nhin va nhin din lao dong, cho
nén né phai la dang cla dan tdc Viet Nam.” Cau
ndi d6 khdng chitng minh diéu gi ¢, mudn néi
thé€ ndo ciing dudc. N&u mét dang i ddng ciia tit
ca dan toc, thi can lap ra riéng mot cai dang d6
1am gi? Tai sao phai xét thinh phan, k& khai ly
lich ba doi mdi hy vong dudc vao dang? Tai sao
sau do con di vu cdo nhitng ngudi khong vao dang
la dia chi, 12 cutng hio, 12 Quc Dan ding dé
gi€t ngudii ta? Cho nén viéc 6ng Vo Vin Kiét nhic
lai c4i khau hién treo § Ba Dinh miy hom nay
khong ich Igi gi hét. Chi 1am cho moi ngui nghi
ngd ma thoi.
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Ti€p theo, dng Vo Van Kiét ién giong ché bai
nhitng ngudi lainh dao cong san Viét Nam sau khi
chi€m dugc mién Nam, nim 1975: “Rat ti€c la ¥
thitc doan két din tdc lai mot lan nita bi phin nio
xao nhang... T’tEp do, cude cai tao cong thudng
nghiép t nhin & mién Nam va viéc hdp tic hoa
nong nghi€ép mot cach rédp khuodn...” Ong Kiét khong
n6i 16 nhung ai cling nhd chinh dng D6 Mudi 1a
ngwdi di danh tr sin & mién Nam hung hang nhét.
Vi bi dinh nén hang triéu ngudi da phai bo nudc
ra di, mbt nita dd bd minh trén bién cA.

Mot diéu dang khen ngdi trong bai mdi viét,
l2 6ng Vo Vin Kiét di thang thin nhin trich
nhiém, di khong nhin trdch nhiém cta ca nhéin
minh. Ong chi néi: “Liic biy gid Thanh Gy vin
c6 nhi€un bat Iwc vad ¢6 phan trach nhiém.” C6
trdch nhiém, ding. Nhung tai sao lai “bit huc?”
Ong V6 Vin Kiét ciing cdng khai nhén ring viéc
ong k¢ gidy thanh lap Tong Cuc 2 véi uy quyén
lin lwdt tat ca cac cd cdu dang va chinh quyén la
mot sai lam. Chua ¢6 lanh tu cdng sin nao bay
gi ddm nhin 16i nhy viy. Chiing ta c6 thé tin
ong Kiét that su dau long khi thdy nhitng ngudi
tri thite, chuyén gia, da “danh ddt 4o ra d1” va
“phai liéu minh nhim mit dua chin” vi khong
thé song véi ch€ dd cong san khi nhin rd bd mat
thét clia dang.

- Ba mudi nim sau, bay gid ong V6 Vin Kiét lai
hd hao phai doan két dan tdc, mot lan nita. Nhung
lam cdch nao doan két dan tdc day? C6 phudng
phép cu thé nao hay khéng? Ong chi néu lén may
nguyén tic. Thi nhat, “DAt nudc Viét Nam ...
khdng phai la cfia riéng ai, clia mdt giai cip hay
dang phai nao, ma la tai san chung ctia moi ngudi
Viét Nam, cua ca din toc Viét Nam.” Thid hai,
“Moi ngudi Viet Nam ... déu ¢6 quyén dude déng
gép” vao viéc mrdce. Sau cung, “Phai lam sao cho
moi ngudi Viét Nam déu dude s6ng vdi giang
son gim voc nay, dudc hudng moi gié tri tinh than
va Vit chit cia nen vin héa nay.” Van chi 1a nhitng
khiu hiéu, néi ngudii ta phai lam gi, nhung khdng
n6i phai lAm nhu thé nao.

Neguyén tic thi bao gid cling dep d& va chi néi
khdng thi rat dé. C4c 6ng L& Duin, D6 Mudi
cling c6 thé tuyén doc nhitng 19 1& vin hoa dé6.

Muén thuc hién khiu hidu “Pat nuéc khong
phdi 12 clia riéng ai, clla mdt giai cdp hay ding
phai ndo” thi trudc hét hiy bd ngay diéu s6 4 clia
bén Hi€n phap hién hanh di. Mu6n doan két thuc
st thi moi ngudi phai coi nhau 1a binh ding, phai
kinh trong lan nhau, khong ai déng vai cha chi
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vi ai hét. Khi con nhiing vi cha chi nghénh ngang
ngdi trén dau ¢ nude thi mdi tuong quan trd thanh
trén bao dudi nghe, 1a “lién hé chi td,” cht khong
phai Ia cdng tac binh dang, khong thé goi la doan
két dudc.

Mudn cho “Moi ngui Viét Nam c6 quyén dudc
dong gop” vao vi€c nu6e that sy, thi phai coi moi
ngudi Viet Nam khéac it nhit ngang hang véi minh.
Ngu®i ta kich trong minh, minh cling phat kinh
trong ngudhi ta. Hay cho cdc tin do Phéit gido tham
dir cdc hoat dong clia Gido hé1 Phit gido Viét
Nam Théng nhat; cac tin @ Hoa Hio, Tin Lanh
dude tr do hanh 1&. Ton gido lo viéc citu kho con
ngudii, ditng cAm dodn ngudi ta. Hay bii bd cai
nghi dinh cho nha nuéc quyén quan ché tit ca
nhifng ai bit dong ¥ ki€n. Chinh éng V6 Vin Kiét
di dau téu ra cdi nghi dinh d6. Biy gid dng hay
phti nhin né di, hiy yéu cau 6ng Phan Vin Khai
x6a bd né di. Néu khong, hé ¢6 ai néi ¥ khac
minh mot chit 1a vu cdo cho ngui ta cii to1 am
muta 14t d6 chinh quyén v6 sin, vu cdo la Jam
gidn diép cho ngoai qudc. Hanh déng ddc dodn
nhu the thi lam sao doan két véi ai dudc?

Trudc khi doan két dudc vdi ca dan tde, quy vi
lanh dao dang Cong San hay cd doan két véi
nhitng ngudi ddong ding di. Quy vi c6 doan két
dugc vdi cac 6ng Hoang Minh Chinh, 6ng Pham
Qué Dudng Nguyén Vii Binh hay khong? Hay Ia
hé ai 06 ¥ ki€n khac minh thi bit bd, vu cdo, két
161, budc ngudi ta dén chd phai tir bé dang? Mot
cach cu thé, mudn doan k&t din toc thi phai c6 tu
do ngdn ludn, tr do bao chi, tuw do ho1 hop va lap
hdi. Sau d6 quyén tr do bau cit mdi thuc hién
dugc. Nhitng diéu nay bao nhiéu ngudi d Viét
Nam da kéu gao hang chuc nim nay. Khong dem
ra thuc hién ma chi h6 hao xudng khau hiéu doan
két dan toc thi khéng ai tin dudc.

Trén mang ludi bao Tudi Tré, sau bai viét ciia
dng V6 Van Kiét thdy nhitng 151 gép ¥ ki€n clia
doc gia. Gido s Nguyén Nhi cho ring muén phat
dong tinh than doan k&t din toc thi moi ngudi
Viét Nam phai ¥ thiic ring “ngh€o nan, lac hiu
14 m6i nhuc khéng thé chdp nhan duge.” Ong
Nguyén Nhi mong th€ hé tré sé chi nhin thiy
mot ké thii chung 1a canh nghéo nan, lac hiu cia
dat nudc.

f}ng Vo Van Kiét gop ¥

Sau bai trén, 6ng V6 Vin Kiét con viét mot
bai “Gép Y ki€n vao Bdo cdo Tong k&t Ly luin
va thuc tién hai muoi ndim doi mdi” dugc phd



bién trén mang ludi. Trong phin dau dng dit ra
nhitng van dé 1y thuyét. Ong néu 1én vin dé phai
hiu Chi nghia Mac Lénin, tw tudng H Chi Minh
nhu thé€ ndo, nhung chinh 6ng khéng dé nghi mot
cich nio ci. Ong ciing hdi phai xéc dinh khéi

niém “Giai cap cong nhén” ra sao, khong thé n6i

chung chung mai dudc. Ong nhin xét: Giai cip
cOng nhin trong thuc t€ khong bi€t va khong ¢
quyén dudce bi€t dbi tién phong clia minh (tivc
dang Cong San) dang lam gi. Di€u nay thi ding
qui! Ong bic bé 181 chup mii nhau 14 “chéch
huéng” cling nhu “dién bi€n hoa binh” ma éng

cho la cdc nudc Ty phudng khong con c6 ¥ dinh

diing dién bi&€n hda binh d& cho ai hét. Ong Vo
Vin Kiét cling néu 1én cich gidi quyét nhitng té
nan xi hdi, ma 6ng cho 1A chuta im cich tri dén
cin bénh. Nhung cdi gdc ciia bénh 1 ché d6 doc
tai thi 6ng khong nhic téi.

Phan quan trong sau d6 1a dng Vo Vin Kiét phé
binh “phudng phap tr duy” ciia dang, van chua
thoat khoi tinh cach ta khuynh, chi quan, duy ¥ chi
nhu 30 nim trudc. Trong dip nay éng chinh thic
néi “Hién tugng di thn, thuyén nhin cin dudc nhin
nhin nhw la nhitng v&t thuong trén co thé ditnude”
Tuy mudn, nhung con han khong néi gi.

Mot miti divi ma 6ng Vo Vin Kiét nhim vao 1
nhitng linh tu ddng da gia roi nhung cdn gift “quyén
uy”’ gy Anh hudng trén B6 Chinh tri va Trung vong
Ping; quyen uy cla ho 1an 4t ¢ quyén luc clia
nhitng nguti dang nim quyén. Ro rang la 6ng mudn
4m chi dam L& Ditc Anh, P6 Mudi dang liing doan
cic cin bd cao cip va trung cip.

Phén déng gép ¥ ki€n cta 6ng Vo Van Kiét vé
doi mdi kinh t€ cd tinh cdch vun vit khong dat
ti nhitng vin dé nén tdng va c6 chi€u siu. Nhitng
chuyén nhv phéi t6 chic lai tinh bdo kinh t&, nhu
phai vin dong lobby (sic), phai ndng cao gia tri
ndi dia clia hang xuat cing, lién két chat ché véi
ASEAN, la cic vin dé cla cic chuyén gia trung
cip. C6 nhitng d€ nghi ngd ngin nhu phai cho
cdc doanh nhéin Viét Nam di diu o’ & cAc nudc
Phi chiu d€ hoc héi kinh nghiém quan tri! Ong
Kiét vin chi trudng dang Cong San 1am tét ca,
coi céc chinh sdch tir trén ban xufng |4 quan trong,
chit khong dé nghi thdo g& gudng mdy chi huy
kinh t€ cfia ddng v nha nudc, d€ cho nhin din
tu phat trién. Nhung trong cic ¥ ki€n nho nhd dé
cling c6 nhitng diéu dang chid §, nhu khi 6ng Vo
Vin Kiét than phién vé “nguy cd nhiin nio” trong
hing ngii tri thie, ké cd cdc nha nghién cifu khoa
hoc. Nguyén nhadn giy nén tinh trang nay la chu

truong toan tri clia ddng Céng Sin, nhung 6ng
Kiét khéng dé cip tdi.

Piéu ding hoan nghénh trong bai cia éng Vo
Van Kiét 1a 161 hé hao “quyén tu do t tudng, tu
do ngdn luén, tw do nghién ciu phdi dugc md
rong hon nita.” Khong n6i gi dén tr do bdo chi va
ir do ho1 hop!

WHONG THAM MO HO CHI MINH

I An diu tién thuit lai chuy&n di Viét Nam vio
mila Xuin vira qua, Hoa thugng Thich Nhat Hanh
cho biét di nhiéu lan 6ng bi chinh quyén cong
san yéu cau phdi di thim mdé H6 Chi Minh mdi
dudc vé nudc hoing phap, nhung dng di tir chéi.
D6 14 mot 1§ do khi€n nhidu lan chuy&n hbi huong
ciua dng di tudng phai bai bo. Trong bai phap
thoai ngay cudi cing sau khéa tu nim ngay tai
Tu vién Léc Uyén, thanh phd Escondido & mién
Nam California, Hoa thudng Thich Nhdt Hanh
ciing cho biét chinh quyén cdng sin di giy rat
nhi€u trd ngai trong cudc hanh hudng ba thing
clia dng, lan dau tién éng trd vé nudc sau gan 40
nian. Chuyén di gdm ca ting ni doan clia Tu vién
Lang Mai vi hang trim Phét tit khip th€ gidi
thip ting, trong dé mot nita 13 ngudi ngoai quic.

Ngay tir khi chinh quyén cong san chiu thuong
thuyé&t d€ cho 6ng vé nudc, ho dd yéu ciu Hda
thudng Thich Nhat Hanh phéi dén thim md Ho
Chi Minh, thung goi la “Lang Bac” ¢ Ha Nou
[Ldi yéu cau nay di dudc nhic lai nhiéu lan moi
khi dai dién cua Hoa thuéng gap gb nhin vién
chinh quyén, & tda Pai s § Phdp cling nhu &
trong nudc. Mo lan cude thudng thuyét gian doan,
khi ndi ti€p lai ho déu nhic lai yéu cau d6 va lai
bi tif chdi. Ngay ca khi Hoa thuong Thich Nhit
Hanh di thim Chda M6t C6t & Ha N&i, cdn bd
cong san ciing im cich din duting dua ting doan
[Lang Mai qua khu md H& Chi Minh, nhung Hoa
thugng di binh tinh va cudng quyét chon dudng
khéc khi phdi doan rdi khoi chia.

Mot chi trudng clia dang Cong San Viét Nam
I3 ngin cAn khong cho nhiéu ngudi t6i du cac
budi phap thoai ctia hda thudng, du & trong chiia
hay & cic ndi khiac. Ngay mot budi thuyét phap
do toa Dai sit Pitc & Ha N6i t6 chic tai Trung
tim Vin hoa Dic Goethe Institut cling bi gy kho
khin vé phwong tién di chuyén. P&n gid chét,
nhitng chi€c xe buyt khong dén dén, nhiéu Phét
fir phai tim taxi chay tdi. Nhi€u cudc phdp thoai
clia Hoa thudng & Sai Gon giita chitng di bi cit
mAt 4m thanh mic di cdc cdn bd vin tiép tuc
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thau bing cho ho dung. Sau dé, ting doan da
phéi tr lo 14y hé théng Am thanh, dem theo sudt
chuy&n di. Tin titc vé cic hoat ddng clia ting doan
khong dugc loan tdi trén bio chi trong nuéc, tri
ban tin v& ngay t6i va ngay vé. Nhing tin don miéng
dd bdo cho moi ngudi i du cic budi thuy&t phép.
Khi Hoa thugng Thich Nhit Hanh vao Sai Gon,
chinh quyén cdng sin du tri1 chi c6 dim chuc ngudi
dugc moi di don, déu thude gido hdi nha nude.
Nhung cic Phit t& tu dong kéo nim, bdy ngan
ngudi tGi phi truding Tin Son Nhit dén chio.

Pang Cong Sin di hita s& cho phép &n hanh
12 cubn sdch ciia Hoa thugng Thich Nhat Hanh
d€ pho bi€n, nhr mot diéu kién dng yéu cau true
khi vé nudc. Nhung khi ting doan v€ tdi ndi cing
chi c6 bon cudn dugc in. Ngoai ra, nhitng thiing
sich va bang ghi 4m, dia CD ma tang doan dem
theo da b1 giit lai § nha kho phi truGng cho ho
ki€ém duyét, d&€n khi phai doan sip ra di mdi dudc
giai tda. Tuy nhién, ting doan Lang Mai di chuén
bi may méc, mbi ngay cdc bai phap thoai di dudc
cho 1€n dia va 1€n mang cho cong chiing vio doc
va nghe. Hang trim ngin ban sao dd dudc phd
bi€n & trong nudc. Khong khi nghi ngdd va sg hai
thé hién trong thii dd clia cdc can bd tén gido
thuéc ddng Cong Sén ngay tir khi phdi doan vé
tdi phi trubng No6i Bai. Hoa thugng yéu ciu cho
ting doan dudc di thién hanh nhung bi ngin cin;
sau d6 phai doi lai, chi yéu cau dudc di bd thim
thanh phd, nhung trong thuc t&€ van 13 mot cudc
thién hanh. Cac budi thuy€t gidng bi gidi han trong
cdc chiia, va nhiéu déng vién cong sin khong
dam t6i chia sg bi phé binh, kiém thio.

True nhiing n6i khé khin d6, theo 16i thiy Thich
Phédp An, mét vi thudng toa & Lang Mai cho biét,
c6 lic ting doan da tinh d&n viéc bé ngang cudc
du hanh d€ bay t6 th4i @ phan d6i. Tuy nhién sau
ciing long kién nhin di thing, vA phdi doan tim
cdch d61 phé véi cac khé khin. Vao cudi cude hanh
huong, s6 Phét ti tham du cic budi phap thoai da
ngay cang dong hon, ¢é lic Ién bdn, nim ngan
ngudi. Va ngay cic cin bd cong san sau cling ciing
dudc phép dén nghe va dit ciu hoi.

Tai thi€n dudng tu vién Loc Uyén, mét ngan
ngudi di dugc nghe Hoa thugng Thich Nhi't Hanh
tém tit n6i vé chuy&n di trong mot gis ddng hd
va0 budi sang mét ngay Chii Nhat, k&t thiic khoa
tu. Nhi¢u lic cdc thién sinh di bat cudii khi nghe
k€ ding Cong Sin doi ki€ém duyét nhifng céu
trong cic sach cua Hoa thugng; nhitng ciu nghe
rit v6 hai d6i v6i ngudi binh thudng nhung ciing
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lam cho cédc can b6 cOng sin s¢ hai. Cé hic vitu
si dai dién hoa thugng tit Viét Nam goi dién vé
néi ring ban ki€m duyét cong sin mudn xéa bd
mot ciu nhu, “Trong cdi 14 xanh ta ¢6 thé thiy
hinh anh cliia nhitng giot nudc muta, nhitng dam
mdy, cla mat trdi, vin van.” Tai sao cian b6 vin
héa cong san lai sg nhitng ciu nhu viy? Hoa
thugng Nhat Hanh giai thich: N6i nhu vay thi
ngudi ta hi€u Ia trong ké thii cling 6 thé c6 ngudi
ban, khong con phan biét ban v&i thi nita!

Sau budi phéap thoai, cic Phét tif con dudc coi
méy doan phim qua DVD), trong d6 doan lAm moi
ngudi thich thi hoan ho nhét 13 khi Hoa thudng
Thich Nhit Hanh trd 13i mdt cdn bd vin héa clia
dang Cbng San. Vi gido st rén hoi ring Hoa
thudng khuyén moi ngudi hiy lo doi s6ng tim
linh, nhung nhitng ngudi cong san nhu' 6ng ta theo
chii nghia duy vét thi Jam sao c6 thé d6i sang duy
tim dudc. Hoa thudng Thich Nhat Hanh da giai
thich v& quan niém va hiéu bi€t méi trong vit Iy
hoc lugng tif ngay nay cling nhu trong y khoa tri
liéu, cho thiy su phin biét duy tim va duy vit 14
mét quan niém da 16i thdi rdi.

Chinh quyén cdng sin ciing doi hoi mot diéu
khic va bi Hoa thugng Thich Nhit Hanh tir choi
ngay ti ddu, 1a khi ho yéu ciu Hoa thuong d€n
thim x& giao Mt trin T6 quéc, cd quan phu thude
clia dang Cdng San diing dé ki€m soit tit ci cic
t6 chitc dan chiing khéng truc thudc dang, trong
d6 c6 td chitc Gido hoi Phat Gido clia nha nudc,
DBudc biét vio nim ngoai, khi Hoa thugng Huyén
Quang ra Ha Noi tri bénh, ngai cling dudc dua
t61 tham 6ng Pham Thé Duyét, chi tich ciia Mat
tran T6 quéc.

Trong cudc néi chuyén nay, Hoa thudng Thich
NhAt Hanh ciing cho biét tntéc khi vé nudc dng da
dat diéu kién phai dudc di thim cic Hoa Thudng
Huyén Quang vi Quang D6 mic dit cic cin bd
cong sin vién nhicu 1Y do d€ chng ddi va ding
moi Iy 1& d€ ngin can. Sau cling, chinh quyén cdng
san phii chdp nhan diéu kién trén, nhung khi hoa
thugng vé roi thi ho xin khong ghi viéc di thim
Hoa thudng Thich Quang Do trong chudng trinh
chinh thitc. Ho néu Iy do: Néu cong b ra, ngay dé
hang van ngudi kéo dén chiia Thanh Minh thi c6
thé x4y ra chuyén gi khong thé nio Iudng dudc!
Hoa Thugng Nhat Hanh t6 ¥ tiéc 1a sau cling dng
khong dudc gap cac Hoa thugng Thich Quing Bd
va Hoa thugng Thich Huyén Quang, vi viéc gip
gd d6 la di€u ma dang Cong San Viét Nam tir diu
van mudn khong x4y ra.
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on Tao la mét anh dai k¥ thi. Khi kh6ng

anh bit phe téc dai deo cdi mang trinh

nhung lai lam 1d v&i phe téc ngin. Ciing
chi vi cdi mang o hd d6 ma cude ddi sinh nhiéu
r6i raim. Thud xa xwa né 12 m6t mdi nguy cho
cdc thanh nit. Mudn t€ thin ngudi ta phai tim
cho dugc trinh nit dé hién ding cho nhifng vi
thin thanh thich dn cdm méi. Mudn hoi 16 anh
ha b4 d€ anh 4y dirng néi tam banh 1Am minh
lam mAay trén séng nudc, ngudi ta ciing tim cho
dudgc trinh nit d€ day xudng séng. Néu khong
¢6 cdi mang trinh, bi€t ai 1a trinh nit?

Biét chif sao khéng? Cic 6ng tic gid chuyén
chudng néi chiac nhu dinh déng cot. Cit nhin vio
Thi Cung Sa la biét lién. Chi cin ciy hat thi
cung sa trén cinh tay mét trinh nit roi nhin sic
cia n6 ma doc. Néu cai hat nay do tuoi 12 trinh
ngon lanh, néu hét dé 1a... tiéu ting. Hon nita,
néu trong ddu co thi€u nit ¢6 ¥ ta dam, thich mong
md chuyén 4i an, sic dd clia thl cung sa s& bét
tudi. Sao lai cin phai bi€t mot ¢d gai c6 con dong
trinh khéng? Bdi vi ¢6 nhitng mdn phii chi ton
lam Gido chil nhitng thi€u nit con dong trinh. Nhu
Minh Gido chang han. Ngbi gido chii nay déu do
cac thi€u nit dong trinh ddm nhén dé duy tri su
trong sach thiéng liéng clia mén phai. Trong Y
Thién P6 Long Ky, Kim Dung da cho Ta Tén
ludn vé viéc nay nhu sau khi Pai Y Ty 1a ngudi
Ba Tu lai Trung Hoa dugc chon dé chuan bi 1&én
ngdi gido chd ctia Minh gido Ba Tu: “Bit it vi
nit gido chli nao ciing vay, khi vira nhin chic
xong la phai lva sin ba ngudi con géi, con clia
chc nhan si thudc hang ¢6 dia vi cao trong nhat
trong gido d€ 1am thanh nit. Ba thanh nit &y phdi
thé dpc trude ban the té réi di bén phitong 1ap
cong tich ditc cho Minh gido. Toi khi gido chii ta
thé, cdc tritdng ldo lién hop ban xét xem céng dite
ba thanh nit dé dé lua ngudi c6 cong diic lom nhdt
lam gido chii. Con nhu trong ba thdnh nit ma cé
ngudi bi mdt trinh tiét thi nguoi dé phéi ghép t6i
héa thiéu. Dit chay dén chan troi géc bién nao
ciung bi ngudi cua Minh gido ¢ Ba Tu truy tim
ritgt bdt nham duy tri trinh thién ciia thanh gido.”

Nudc My khéng c6 thi cung sa nén viéc hd
hio giif cdi ngan vAng trong gidi nif sinh cAn phai
c6 mdt phong trio. D6 1a phong trio tiét duc dugc
nhi cAm quyén v cdc chinh khéch ra cong ¢
v6. Pai truyén hinh CBS c6 nguyén mdt chudng
trinh dic biét Abstinence- Only Programs On Rise
d€ ciftu vian cidi mang nho nhd cla cic em. Tai
sao phai 6n 2o nhw vay? Vi diy 1a mot vin dé xa
hoi. Néu trong xi hoi ¢6 nhiéu thi€u nit mang
thai khi tudi cdn tré thi chiing sé trd thanh géanh
ning cho ca gia dinh 14n x4 hodi. Ho khong dat
ning vin dé dao dic! Phong trao nay dude khdi
xudng dau tién tai ti€u bang Lonisiana va da t6
ra c6 két qui. S6 em to bung trong nién khéa
1998-99 la 50 em, qua nién khéa 2000-01 chi con
sau em. Mot s6 quc gia khéc, trong dé ¢6 Ug,
cling dd phat dong chién dich True Love Waits,
chd d6 khéng di ddu ma voi, t6i ngay cudi hay...
hanh déng. SO cidc em tinh mguyén ghi tén tham
gia chi€n dich nay di 1én tdi ba triéu.

D61 vdi ngai Khong thi ddy lai Ia chuyén dao
difc c4 nhan va tip thé. LAm thin con gii phai
bi€t giff cai... ngan vang d6. Néu khong thi lang
X6m sé ra tay xdn téc boi voi Jam xfu xa cd gia
dinh dong ho. Khi 1y chong, sau ct test trong
dém tan hon, néu ving chitng tich ctia cdi mang...
cau ching tai toa d6 thi tham hoa kéo tdi tic
thdfi. Gidng bdo ching phdi chi d bén ta hay bén
Tau ma con mu mit tin bén Haiti. Trong truyén
ngin “Giao Thita O M6t Ndi Khac,” t6i da ghi lai
ci tinh hudng khé dn khé ndi nay: “Déi mdt ciia
Claude [ém linh nhi déi mdt clia mét con séc tinh
ranh. N6 dnh 1én vé ranh méanh cdi cot nhiéu khi
laim Thinh bt nger thich thi. Nhue ¢é lan doc bdao
thdly ngudi ta lam cudc tham do vé cdi trinh ciia
con gdi xit nay Claude hd hodn 1én. Hong hét!
Héng hét! Trdam dita khéng cé tdi chuc dita dang
hoang. Tui niy ma & bén nudc tao thi phdi biét!
Mt Claude ccing lén phan kich. Bén tao ma dita
nao léng phéng trudc khi vé nha chong thi sau
dém tén hon, bén nha trai sé gdi vé bén nha gdi
mét cdi banh. Thinh ditong mdt do héi. Cdi banh
nay co hinh thit nhit hai ban tay khum khum iip
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vao nhau & gitia c6 mot khe hd. Thé la réi doi cdi
danh tiéng cita ca ho! Thinh phad lén cudi. Sao
nudc may cdch nude tao ca van ddam ma cling
nghiét ngda nhi nhau vay? Bén nude tao coi chit
trinh ciia con gdi dang gid... Thinh mudn néi tJi
chit ngan vang ma khéng biét néi lam sao. Cdc
cu didy bdo con chdu van tdt toan béng vin diéu
nén nhiéu khi lam khé con chdu qud. Ngan vang
thi néi sao cho anh tdy den néy hiéu. Thinh ciiong
nhi kép hat quén tuong tich. Dang gid mét ngan
.lang vang. Mt lang vang o nitdce tao ndng hon
mdt ounce vang & bén niy, theo thoi gid chdc ciing
phdi ndm tram dé. May cit nhén [én mét ngén lan
ndm tram dé khdc biét, Mét niii tien chit it i gi.
Thé cho nén vé nha chéng ma mdt cdi ngan vang
thi chi ddng gid cdi... tal heo. Nha frai sé gut cho
nhét gdi mét didu heo barbecue bi cdt tai. Tdi lugt
Claude cudi hé hé. Bén may rdc réi qud! Tao
khéng hidu cdi bdnh cé dudng ranh & nude tao va
cdi tai heo cua ndc may cdi rao coé IV hon.”

Chang anh nio c6 Iy ca! Ly dau lai ¢6 cai thit
Iy trudng thudng nhu viy? Trudng thudng nhu
miy dng dao ctia Hoi Gido. Tai mién nam Ai Cép
va Sudan ngay nay van con tip tuc cit Am hach
ngudi con gai khi téi tudi day thi. D€ lam chi viy?
DE ngin chin nhitng ham 1_11116*11 tinh duc va dé
gilt gin dic hanh, trinh ti€t khi trudng thanh! Phin
I6n viéc catnay la do cidc ba gia trong cong dong
thuc hién béng nhitng dung cu ddn sd nén rat
thudng x4y ra nhitng tai bi€n, nhi€ém triing nhiéu
khi dua d€n vong mang. B6 Y T€ Ai Cap da chinh
thitc ra lénh cAm. Céc gido si Hoi Gido chong lai
I&nh va kién ra toa an Hoi Gido. BO Y Té thua
kién! Bing vé mat han hoan cia mdt ngudi thing
kién, mot gido si de doa sé thita thing xOng lén
ki€én luon Bo Gido Duc doi sira lai sach gido khoa
d€ gido duc cac th€ hé mai sau phii lam theo
nhu thé'!

Tai viong quéc Jordan, n€u mot cb gai bi xa
héi nghi 1a ¢6 quan hé finh duc trude khi két hon
s€ lap tic bi cha hoac anh trai bin chét mdt cach
cong khai! Moi ngudi trong gia dinh sé hoan hi
cam dn ké sit nhéin va phéap luit ciing chi giam
thi pham vai thang roi thd thdi ra vé. Mot anh
trai giét em gai da cudi cudi tra 161 mot nha bao:
“N6 phai chét. D6 la truyén théng clia chiing toi.
Mot dita con gai hif phai chét! Chon cich nao tot
hdn, giita mét ngudi chét hay ca ngan ngudi chét?
Ching t61 gom toan thé bd toc, va difa con gdi hu
hong d6 c6 thé bdi nho ca mot bo tdc. BAt ki ai
gi€t ngudi dé bao vé danh du déu cé quyén tu
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hao!” Theo thdong k&, nhitng “161 pham vi danh
du” nay chi€m tdi mdt phan tr t6ng s6 vu giél
ngudi d Jordan! @ng Mumen Hadidi, Giam doc
Hoc vién Phap y Quoc gia cla Jordan cho rang
day la mot bénh dich cia xa hoi. “Nguti Jordan
dang bit dau lam moi viéc dé thay d6i mot khai
niém vin héa vé thé nao 1a danh dv. Khdng phai
chi gi6i han trong van dé trinh ti€t va ciing khong
chi dit 1én ¢8 clia riéng gidi phu nit”” Ong Hadidi
cling nhw nhitng nha cai cach § vildng qudc nay
dang didng tridc mot thach thiic khong don gian:
nhitng truyén thuy&t di kéo dai hang bao nhiéu
thé hé d6i voi “toi dc vi danh du” dudc tip doan
cic gido si Hoi gido kién quyét duy tri va anh
hudng trén nganh tu phap cua Jordan.

Dan gian dit nudc ching ta dn diit cdc anh
gido sico 16 si & Jordan. Ca dao d tit lau... phan
khang:

Banh t6i thi t6i dau don

Tinh téi hoa nguvét may con chdng chita.

Quen rbi, chita chdng ditge diu

Lé lang, lang bet mdy trau ké lang!

Trau c6 thé va dudc cdi mang con gai ching?
Ching ct triu ma bo ciing dudc. Ma ching phai
tr xu'a ma mdi day, nim 2001. Trong nim nay,
tal Swaziland, nha vua Mswati III da ra 1énh
umchwasho bit cic cd gai tré dudi 18 moi phai
deo nhitng cuc len to bing trdi mudp § trude nguc
nhu mdt bi¢u twdng cla su trinh ti€t. Khi bi mot
chang trai doi fu fi, cO gai phai ném... trdi mudp
nay bén ngoai nhi clia anh chiing toan du db héi
hoa va gia dinh ctia anh ta phai nép phat mot con
bo! Lénh nay sé& dudc duy tri trong nim nim dé
d¢ phong bénh AIDS. Trong bén nim qua rt
nhiéu gia dinh phai... mit bo nhung ngudi t6n
chii bo dau tién lai chinh 14 nha voa Mswati! S&
dico chuyén gy ong dap lung éng nhwr vay la vi,
chi hai thing san khi ban hanh Iénh, nha vua cudi
thém mot ¢d vd méi ¢é 17 tudi! Hon ba trim cb
gai kéo tdi cung vua, ném nhiing trai mudp len
xudng dit d€ phian déi. Can thin ciia vua giai
thich 1a 1énh umchwasho chi Ap dung cho viéc
lam tinh ngoai hon nhan chit khong ap dung cho
hon nhin. Nhung cudi cing nha vua ciing danh
ndp phat mbt con bo d€ cho céc cb gii nudng dn
ngay tai cho! Mdi day, ngay 22 thiang 8 niim nay,
cac nang lai bi€u tinh nita d€ tha tiéu cii lénh
khé chiu nay. Ho kéo tdi cung dién ciia mAu hau
ho to: “Chiing t61 chan c4i tro umchwasho lam
roi!” Va ho liéng bé nhitng trai mudp... ding, chit
thanh mot déng va cong khai hoa thigu. Nha vua



di phai ra 1énh bai bé umchwasho sdm hon Ly
han mot ndm! Nha vua nim nay 36 cdi xuin xanh
va mdi cudi thém mot cd vd nita, co thit 13. Ngudi
ta nghi rang, vdi thi cudi vd khdng ngiing nghi,
vua Mswati I s€ qua mat vua cha, ngudi ¢ tdi
70 ba vd trudc khi thing ha vao nim 1982.

Chai cho thiing tréng long bong

Réi ra ta sé ldy chong ldp nghiém

Choi cho thiing tréng ldn chiéng

Réi ra ta sé lap nghiém lay chong.

Ca dao ngon lanh chua? Cé bao nhiéu c¢6
nang... thing trdng lin chiéng trudc khi vé nha
chdng? Theo cubc diéu tra Quéc gia vé vi thanh
nién - thanh nién Viét Nam vita dudc cong b6 thi
tudi quan hé finh duc lan dau & Viét nam 1a 19,6
ma nif bi€ét mii d&1 sém hdn nam. Khodng 7.600
thanh thi€u nién trong do tudi tir 14 d&€n 25 tham
du vio cudc diéu tra 16n va toan dién vé vin dé
khé n6i nay. Vi khé ndi nén ngudi ta nghi ngdy vé
k€t qua. Chang han nhv trong lifa tufi 14 dén 17,
trong tong s6 3200 em dudc héi chi ¢ tim em
git dau xadc nhin di bi€t mii dvi! Trong sO cic
chi em chua lap gia dinh thi chi ¢é 2,3% cho biét
di... chdi c¥ ngudi. Nhung trong sb cic phu nit da
lap gia dinh thi c6 t6i 15% nhin nhén la da... dn
com trude kéng! Su khac biét nay ¢6 thé vinhitng
nang chirta chong khéng mudn ti€t 16 bi mit vi e
ngai trong khi cdc nang di yén bé gia thit dan
day sudng gié hon.

Phai 19,6 tudi mdi... ngudi 16n. Hdi tré&! Tré
em tai cic nudc Tay Au... hoat ddng sGm siia hon.
C6 khi 13, c6 khi 14. Thuding thi 17 tudi, t6t nghi&p
trung hoc, ma con trinh thi mic ¢d vdi ban be!
Nit ca si Kelly Osbourne tung hé cii ngan vang
nam 16 cai xudn xanh. Em ca si Britney Spears
mit trinh nim 18 tudi. Ban c6 tin khong? C6 nang
dang mang bau sau khi két hén vdi Kevin
Federline trudc diy da tirmg tuyén bd 1a s& giit
gin cAi ngan vang cho ngudi chdng twdng lai nhung
khi tra 181 cubc phong vin clia tap chi W vao nim
2003, c6 nang thi thic 1a d4 bd v&i anh ching ca
si Justin Timberlake dudc hai nAm roi. Danh trdng
khua chi€éng la minh con nguyén si 1a mdt chiéu
quang cdo clia cac minh tinh. N6 1am noi bét ho
I€n trong cai thudng tinh cia Hollywood 14 ndi ai
cling c6 thé leo 1&n giudng clia ngudi khic dudc.
N ca s1 Jessica Simpson banh hon cé nang
Britney nhic¢u. Cb hita va [am dudc. Anh chdng
ca si Nick Lachey 1a ngudi may min. Trutng hdp
Brooke Shields méi la. C6 nang bom lia nay,
vao nim 13 tdi, da d6ng vai c6 bé ban... hoa tén

Violet ban diu gid céi trinh tiét trong phim Pretty
Baby. Ngoai ddi, c¢d ching ban cai quy gid dé
cho ai ma gitt cho chdng. Chinh anh chéng Dean
Cain di x4c nhin nhu viy. Ho cudi nhau vao nam
Brooke Shields vira tron 20 tudi.

Bén rao cdi trinh ti€t 1a chuyén thwong tim

* clia céc cd gai Viét Nam hién nay. Hon la thuong

tam, day 1a chuyén dau long cua ngudi Viét ching
ta. Phéng vién ctia b4o Tién Phong trong nudc di
ghi nhén Ia trén cic dudng ph6 Pai Loan ¢é nhan
nhdn cic bang quang cdo traing tron nhu: “ CH
ddu Viét Nam bao tron géi, v€ nha chdng trong
vong ba thing, sang Viét Nam cudi chi trong siu
ngay, bdo dam bdn khoan: con trinh; ba thing
mang dugc cd diu vé nhi; khéng ting gid; trong
vong mot nim bo tron s& dén c¢d diu khac! Xin
lién lac s dién thoai 8324xxx.’ Hoic : “Cd diu
Vit Nam 20 van té, dam bao con trinh, khéng bo
trén!” Chif trinh ra ding noi diu dudng xé chd
khong bi€t c6 lam d6 mat nhitng ngudi cb trach
nhiém trong nudc chiang? E ring khéng! Vi trén
trang nhat bdo Liberty Times clia Dai Loan s6 ra
ngay 30/7/2005 da loan tin 1a trong nam 2004 Pai
Loan da dat ky luc vé s6 Ivong k&t hon vdi cc
cb diu Viét Nam, vigt qua con s8 12 ngan vu!
DE c6 mot s so sanh thi trung binh m&i ndm chi
c6 khoang 3800 cb géi Viét nam két hon véi ngui
My. Trong s6 nhitng ngudi My nay di nhién cé
rat nhi¢u ngudi M§... nudc mim!

Con Tao 12 mdt anh chang danh hanh. D4 ché
tao ra cal mang trinh ma khong pha cho né lam
cal nhiém vu... gdc cifa. Con ngudi van tin mang
trinh 14 anh géc clta bdo vé& su trong tring cla
nhiing phu nit chua chong. Pa 12 trinh nit thi cii
mang mong manh nay phdi nguyén ven ma bang
chiing 14 viéc ¢6 nhitng giot hong trong dém tin
hon. Thé 1a su thi€u ving... mau sic trong cai
dém tr§ thanh dan ba 13 1§ do dé di mot dudng...
cit tai heo! Tdi clia nha ch€ tao ra cai mang nay
1a chuyén tudng nhu viy nhung khong phai vay!
Trén thuc t€, nhi€u phu nif sinh ra di khong cé
mang trinh, hodc c6 nhung do mdt tai nan vo tinh
nhv tip the thao, tréo ciy ching han, mi€ng da
mong manh d6 da rach mat tif thdi nién thi€u ma
chinh dudng su ciing khéng biét. Theo mét khao
sdt cia bao VnExpress vdi 9600 phu nit tham gia
trd 191 thi chi hon mét nita (54%) c6 mau trong
lin ra trin dau tién; 17% khong biét 15 va 29%
khong hé c6 ddu hiéu hdng nio! Nhu viy néu tit
c4 cic anh chong mdi déu dwa vao may giot méu
hong d€ danh gia su trinh nguyén cta vd thi sé
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c6 gan 1/3 cdc tAn giai nhin chiu oan ¢ véi chong.
Ma cdc anh chong nay duding nhi van tin vao cdi
diu chi trinh nguyén nay. Ciing trén bdo dién ti
VnExpress, trong muc Stic Khoe, mot muc thuting
xuyén cung cap cac kién thic vé gidi tinh, c6 dé
mét 6 thim do ¥ ki€n danh cho nam gidi. Trong
s6 10200 thanh nién tham gia thi 27% cho riing
chic chin ngudi con gii con tin s& ¢6 miu trong
lan quan hé diu tién, 10% trd 15i khong biét.
Khong ai cho 1a ¢6 thé chay méu, cé thé khong!
Céc chuyén gia thi khing dinh ring, khong thé
dura vao bat k¥ biéu hién vét chit nio d€ khing
dinh trinh ti€t cia mot ¢6 gai. Day la vin dé ma
y hoc bo tay!

Nhifng ngudi budn ban cdi goi la trinh tiét thi
khong bé tay. Ho thay quyén con tao recycle lai
cdi ddng gid bac triéu. Td Ba trong truyén Kiéu
la chuyén vién thudng thira.

Nudc vo luu, mdu mao ga

Mudn mau chiéu tdp lai la con nguyén.

Ngay nay cin gi nhitng nguyén liéu thién nhién
nht nudc vo luu véi mau mao ga! Khoa hoc lo
liéu dude ti't cd. Chi mot phiu thuét nho thi rach
cting thanh lanh.

DPi phuc ché dudc méng trinh thi... trinh lAm
chi nita? Mang miéc chi cho phién phitc! Thiy
Kiéu ong budm rdn rd ludn téi ludn lui bao phen
ma khi tai hoi Kim Trong, chang Kim van thiy...
trinh.

Xita nay trong dao dan ba

Chit trinh kia ciing cé ba bay ditong

C6 khi bién c6 khi thuong

Cé quyén nao phai mét duomg chdp kinh?

Nhit nang 1dy hiéu lam trinh

Bui néao cho duc duoc minh dy vay!

Ba bay du@ng trinh, ¢6 duting nio cho ngudi
vg ctia anh th cdi tao ma Ta Chi Dai Trudng ké
trong cudn hoi k§ Mot Khoanh Viét Nam Cong
Hoa Noi Dai khong? “Ngwdi vo tré dit theo cd
me chéng, thudt vdi anh chéng phi cong vé chuyén
minh bi céng an ham hiép bao nhiéu ldn, nhitng
liic bi doi 1én Idy khdu cung chuyén nguy. Mt vii
lan riéng 1é, mét lin bé hoi déng, va két qud la
cdi thai may thang. ‘Me néi, dé minh me [én thudt
chuyén vdi anh ciing duoe, dé trdnh cho em diéu

khé néi. Nhiing em nghi em chdng cé diéu gi phai

nguong vi khéng hé cé ¥ nght phdn béi anh. Em
mudn ty tit, nhitng ciing mudn gdp thdng anh béi
vi nght rang tridc sau gi anh cling biét chuyén —
biét mgt minh chdc 6 nhiéu viong vén thdc mdc
hon la biét véi em dé it ra em ciing con séng ma
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chia sé, chiu dung vdi anh...” Dém kéo dai vai
nhitng 1o k& 1€ vt anh phi céng no vé trai ngén
nga it ngiy roi vidgt bién gidi trong mét budi ddn
cay ritmg. By gio anh & noi nao?"
Ti€ng Viét minh c6 mot tir ri't dit cho loai trinh
lic bi€n nay. D6 la chit “trung trinh’!
08/2005

NHIEU

NE&u cin chon giita 16n nhd thi suya trim phan
trdm ai cling s€ chon 16n. Khong trlY mot ai, ca
dan dng lan dan ba. Duy chi c6 ngudi dau gbi tay
ap thi ngudc lai, ai ciing thich nhé. Nhd day khong
phai 14 nho ngudi ma 1a nhd thit bac. T thii hai
trd xudng. Vo cd vo hai hai vo déu la vo ed! Nghe
vdy ma khong phai viy. Hai vAn mat hon! C6 c4
o6 hai, doi khi con c6 ba cé bén nita thi... dudc
viéc hon.

Sém mai di cho Go Véap,

Mua mét xdp vai.

Pem vé con hai né cdit,

Con ba no may,

Con tit no dot,

Con ndm nd vién,

Con sdu dom niit,

Con bady cdt khuy,

Con tam ndé niu, con chin no ti...

Oi mudi oi! Sao em dé vay, con gi do anh!

(Ca dao)

Mudi thi hdi nhiéu, S8 di nhi€u nhu vy 1a vi
céi la gan ctia anh dan 6ng.

Dan éng nim bay la gan

La d cung vg ld toan ciing ngudi,

Cau ca dao nay dudc cac ba ngay nay dién
nghia dai khai nhu sau: dan 6ng cac ong khong
tin ai dudc, hd ra mdt cdi 1a mit ldm la 14m 1ét!
Khi anh chong dugc nghe cu chi chiét nay thi
phai hi€u ngay ring minh ciing 8 trong s6 céc
dan 6ng. Né vd la... difc tinh ciia cic 6ng, nhung
sa0 van nhi€u?

Trdi tim vo cét ddu givong

Nita dém lén thao diy ciiong nhdy rao

Chit tinh em mdc ngon cau

Ta lam ré nitt bam vao géc cdy

Rét day ly can xubng déay

Mt hoi uéng can ly ddy chiém bao

Trdng tron may gié ua vao

Cé ciing mubn nhd thuong nhau. Ciing danh!

(Quan Duong)

Chuyén hinh nhyv khéng phai ti¥ trong la gan,

cling khong phai fif trong trai tim, cling khong



phai chi la dic tinh cla cdc éng ma la chuyén...
trdfi dit. Theo cac tac gia David Barash va Judith
Lipton clia cubn sich nghién cttu The Myth of
Monogamy: Fidelity and Infidelity thi trong thu'c
t&€ sut chung thily bat di bat dich la vd cling hi€m
d cac loai dong vat, trong d6 ¢6 linh trudng. Dua
trén k€t qua nghién citu ADN cilia cha me va con
thi 90% loai chim va thii ¢6 ban d&i 14u nim déu
khong chung thiy! L§ do c6 thé & chd con dic co
mot thoi thic ban ndng phét tin b gene clia minh
cho nhi€u con cai, cang nhiéu cang tot. Trong khi
dé, con cdi mubn c6 bd gene tot nhat cho con
minh s& tim ki€m nhitng con duc khdée manh va
hap dan.

dan ba sanh thi anh chong phai dau! Nhung ci
mudi ca sanh thi lai ¢6 mot ca anh chong khong
dau ma céi bung ctia anh hing x6m lai dau. Thét
[a phién phitc. Dan ba bén kéo nhau 1&én dé nghi
lai v6i nha trdfi. Thoi, dau thi dau, o d€ dan ba
dau lubén cho tién! Trdi vOn 12 mbt éng vira né
dan ba vira ba phai nén git diu chip thuin. Thé
[4 cf... Vii Nhu Cén!

Tai sao con ngudi lai cf mubn nhicu? Pé la
ban tinh. Th€ tai sao con ngudi lai cAn phai song
v6i chi mot ngudi? Béi vi d6 1a cich song tot
nhat cho viéc bao vé noi giéng. Ciing van theo
cdc nha nghién ctu thi viéc sdng chung clia cic
loai nguyén do la bdi vi diéu dé6 mang lai cho con
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Pé 1a chuyén loai vat, loai ngudi c6 dau éc
bi€t suy nghi phai khic chi! Nhi¢u ngudi s& cii
nhw viy. Nhung nhitng con s& thdng ké lai bo la
khong khac. Cac cudc nghi€n cifu gene ndi con
ngudi cho thiy la trong 10% déan s6, ngudi cha
sinh hoc khdng phai la ngudi din 6ng dang song
véi ngudi me trong thdi di€m thu thai. Dan lang
t€u... minh hoa théng k& nay nhu sau. Mot ngay
kia, cAc ba nhén thdy la 6ng troi that bat cong.
Con 12 con chung ciia hai vd chong nhung khi
dita con ra ddi thi ngudh dan ba lanh da: vita dau
dén, vira banh da xé thit. Anh dan 6ng ching gép...
dau gi vio ci. Ho bén I€n khi€u nai véi 6ng trdi.
Ong trdfi nhin khuy&t diém va sita sai. Tit nay khi
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+
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cai cd hdi song s6t tot nhat. Con c4i & nha cham
séc¢ con trong khi con duc ra ngoai ki€ém an. d
nhitng loai khéng sdng chung, khi con duc bd di,
con non sé& c6 nguy cd bi giét bdi ké thi hodc bdi
con duc khdc muén thay th€ con non biang chinh
con cua minh. Hai nha nghi€n citu Barash va
Lipton dua vao thuc trang d6 d€ phin biét ra thanh
hai loai chung thiy: su chung thiy xd hoi va su
chung thiy tinh duc. Trong cic mdi quan hé chdng
vJ, vé mit xi hdi ho chung séng vdi nhau nhung
vé mat th€ xdc chita chic ho di chung thiy.
Con ngudi dic biét chung thity v& mat x4 hoi
bdi vi st trudng thanh clia nhitng dita con doi hoi
mét thdi gian dai. D& diu tr va bao vé con cii,
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ngudi cha vi ngudii me chip thudn chung thity vé
mat xa hdi vdi nhau. Qua thdi gian khi ma xa ho1
con ngudl ngay cang co t6 chitc, ch& d6 mdt vd
mot chong di vao ludt phép va tdn gido nhu mét
th€ ché& hon nhin. Ai ngoal tinh c¢6 nghia 1a vi
pham luédt phap va tOn gido sé trd thanh tHi pham,
bi x4 hoi tdy chay, mAt ti sin, bi ti t6i hodc thAim
chi c6 thé bi xit ché&t. Tir d6 bat dau nghich cinh
trd tréu gilta ban ning nguyén thiy vdi nhitng
cAm dodn nghiém khic ctia xi hdi va ton gido.

Mot linh muc qud mét mdi vi gido din cla
minh cf li€n tuc xung to1 ngoai tinh, ndi vdi con
chién bon dao:

“Néu cic con con pham t0i ngoai tinh ta s& bd
xit d€ di chd khac.”

Gido dan ban tan v&i nhau va di d€n ché lach
chit nghia. Tif nay, khi xung t61, ho s& khong néi
1A ngoai tinh nita ma thay vao d6 bing hai chif
“vip ngd.” Moi viéc &ém xudi cho tdi khi vi linh
muc gid qua ddi. Vi linh muc mdi, sau mot thai
gian ngdi tba gidi tdi, d€n gip 6ng Thi trudng vdi
vé mit lo ling:

“Ong Thi trvdng nay, tdi nghi 6ng nén cho sia
chita duting x4 trong thi trin lai vi cdc gido dan
clia t6i than phién ho bi vip ngi qui nhiéu.”

Ong Thi tredng 6m bung cudhi vi su ngdy ngd
" clia vi linh muc tré. Cam thay minh bi ch& nhao,
vi linh muc bitc titc 16n ti€ng;:

“T6i khoéng hiéu tai sao 6ng lai cudi! Trong
tudn qua, vd clia 6ng bi vAp ngi ba lan rdi diy!”

LAm sao d€ con ngudi khdi vip ngi? Trong
cudn The Moral Animal: Evolutionary Psychol-
ogy and Everyday Life dudc xuit ban vio nim
1994, tac gia Robert White da viét la trong mot
sO XA hoi sd khai, con ngudi di dudc... cdi tréi
béng cach cho phép ch& db da thé. Trong 1154
cong dong con ngudi di dudc nghién ciu thi da
¢6 gan 1000 cdng dong cho phép ngudi dan dng
¢6 hon mdt v, Cé di€u cin néi 1a hiu hét nhitng
cdng dong dudc nghién citu nay la nhitng xa hdi
thdi hai ldm sin ban. Ngudc lai, cling ¢6 nhitng
cong dong cho phép ngudi din ba dudc cudi hon
mot chdng nhung trudng hdp nay rait hiém. Pé 1a
ndi cic bd lac & chiu Phi, chdu Dai Dudng, mot
s6 b6 tdc da dd & chau My va dic biét I cic bd
lac trén diay nti Hy Ma Lap Son.

Cho tdi nay, bén diy Hy M3 Lap Sdn tip tuc
da phu nay vin con ton tai. Nhud Tay Tang. Trong
bai Da Phu ding trén nguyét san Phu Ni¥ Gia
Dinh Nguoi Viét, s6 xuat ban trong thadng 5/2005
vifa qua, tdc gia Tran Chinh di k€ lai chuyén
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nhiéu chong éng dudc thiy trong mdt chuyén du
lich TAy Tang vao thang 3 nam 2003. Ngudi dan
ba ma tac gia dugc gap c6 tén la Tsering, nghia
la “song ldu.” Chong ba ta Ia... ba anh em rudt
déu séng v3i ba dudi mdét mai nha. Phong ngi
chinh l4 cin phdong 16n nhit trong nha ¢6 mdt
chi€c ti vdi hoa vin va mau sic sic sd ké d goc
phong dung 1Am ban thd Phat. Hai chi€c giudng
lon va dai ké ddu vdi nhau theo hinh chir L.
Giuting khéng c6 ném ma dudc trai bang nhitng
miéng tham len rat diy, trén giudng cé miy chi€c
chiin bong kiéu Trung hoa vi nhiéu chiéc goi wit
ngon ngang. Tac gia hoi ngudi dan ba qua mot
thong dich vién tén Chamba.

“Nhiing ai ngi trong phong nay?”

“To1 va hai difa con trai nho.”

“C0 con gai clia ba ngi & dau?”

“N6 ngtt & phong bén canh.”

“Con méy ong chong clia ba?”

“Ciing vay, ho ngt § phong bén canh vdi con
gai chiing t61.”

“Co bé 4y la con ciia 6ng nao?”

“Toi khéng biét nita (cudi)... ”

“Con hai dia con trai?”

“Toi cling khong biét... Lam sao ma biét dugc?”

Anh théng dich vién Chamba xi x6 vdi ba
Tsering mot hoi roi giai thich: ba 4y cho biét vi
cd ba 6ng chdng dcu sinh hoat thin méat thudng
xuyén vdi ba nén khi c6 bau ba khong the biét
chdc ngudi nao la cha cia cdi bau 4y. Mot ba
trong doan du lich cuwth khic khich phu hoa: dn
chung & 16n nhw viy, néu la t6i chic t6i cling
chiu, 1am th& nio ma biét dita nio la con clia ong
nao! Cudc dam thoai thd vi ti€p tuc.

“Ba dita nhé xung ho th& nao véi ba 6ng chong
ctia ba?”

“C4 ba dita con clia t6i déu phai goi 6ng thit
nhit 1a cha, bdi vi 6ng 14 anh ca trong ba anh
em.
“Thé hai 6ng em thi ching goi 12 gi?”

“La chd, cho dit ho ¢6 1a cha rudt cla ching di
nita, bdi vi phong tuc la nhw viy. Nhung thit ra
chiing d€u coi ¢4 ba ngudi la cha cla chiing.”

%

“Tai sao ba lai 14y c4 ba anh em? Ai quyét
dinh didu Zy?”

“Anh em ho quyét dinh.”

“Ba co b1 ép budc khong?”

(D6 mét, cudi) “Toi ciing bing long.”

“Tai sao c4 ba anh em lai mu6n 1iy m6t minh
ba?”



“Ho mudn bio vé& dién sin v ca tai sin do
cha me d€ lai” .
“Ai lam cht tai san ay?”
“Ong anh ca la ngudi ding tén dit dai vd moi
thi tai san. Nhung tit ci moi thit déu thudc vé tat
ca moi nguoi.”

“Ba ¢6 danh vu tién cho ai dudc vio ngii trong
phong cia ba khong?”

(P4 mat, cudi) “Ail mudn vao vii toi cling dudc,
nha cia chung ma.”

“Ho ¢6 bao gid xich mich vi danh nhau chuyén
Ay khong?”

“Khong, lic nao hai 6ng em cling nhutng nhin
ong anh ca.”

“Xin 161 ba, c¢6 bao gid miy dng chong ding
vil lu'c véi ba khéng?”

“Khong, khong bao gid.”

“Ba y&u ngudi ndo nhait?”

(Cudi) “ Ngudi ndo ciing doi x{ tot véi t6i...
Ong thtt ba quy mé&n 61 nhiéu nhét!”

Pan 6ng hay dan ba cling vy, nhd vin cff c6
gia hon Idn!

Ngay nay thdi vang son clia con s& nhi¢u coi
bd khong con nita. B6 la nhitng vang béng mot
thdfi ma cdc 6ng mdi lan nghi t6i ¢t ti€c hii hui.
Nhat 14 khi giG nhiing trang thd xua, ngdm nga
nhitng van diéu clia nhitng cu chi song trndc chiing
ta chita day hai trim nim. Nht cu Nguyén Cong
Tré ching han. Thdi dé cu chang nhitng mudn
14y bao nhiéu ba thi 14y, lai con doéng dac man
thd.

Tré tao héa ngdn ngo ldm viéc,

Gica Nguyét éng cdc cd tréu nhau.

Kia nhitng nguoi mai tuyét da phau phau,

Run ray ké to dao con manh manh.

Trong tritdéng gdm ngon dén hoa nhdp nhdnh,

Nhit toa lé hoa dp hai ditong.

Tix ddiy la tac da, nghi vang.

Bdi dau trude lica to chdp chi.

Tén nhan duc vén lang nién ky,

Ngi thip nién tién nhj thap tam.

Tinh da chung lita cting phai vam,

Sudt kim cé ldy lam phan si,

Trong tran thé duyén duyén, ng ng,

Duyén ciing danh ma neo ciing danh.

Xuta nay mdy ké da tinh,

Ldo Trdn la mét vai minh la hai

Cang gia, cang deo, cang dai!

Ngai hoang d& Mswati ITI clia nudc Swaziland
¢6 mang ho Trin khong nhi? Ong vua 37 tudi, chi

biing nira c4i ngii thip nién tién nhi thip tam nay
vita chon vd mét cach dn 2o hdn cu Nguyén Cong
Trd cita chiing ta nhiéu. Hon 50 ngan trinh nif it
khip nuéc @6 vé thi dd vdi bd nguc trin, viy
ngin dinh hat cuym rtc rd, quan nhitng chi€c khin
tua rua sic sd du mau, mot tay om bé sdy, mot
tay cam dao rra, dién hanh qua sin vin dong
hoang gia, vita di vira hat nhitng bai hat ca ngdi
nha vua. Ho mong dudc lot vio mat xanh clia vi
vua c6 quyén chon thém vd bit e lic nao ngai
mudn. Ngai chidc cling mang tén 13 Nhiéu nén d
da cudi 12 vg roi ma cling van con mudn... lam
phén sv lan thi 13! Céng nuong nguc tran nio
dude vua lya chon s& dudgc ban cho mdt cung dién
riéng va mdt chi€c xe BMW sang trong!

Vi vua thich nhiéu nhiéu nay chic khéng phai
la dao hitu Do Thai gido hoac Thién Chia Gido
von vAn nghiém cdm con s6 1]]11@'[1 Mot vg mot
chong, dé6 1a ¢ cta Thién Chia. Pi xa hon nifa,
Chia con k&t 4n nhitng ngudi chi ¢6 ¥ thich nhidu
trong long bdi vi do la ngoai tinh trong tw tudng.
Khéng phdi 14 ngdu nhién ma to
“infedility”’(khong trung thanh) lai bt ngudn tir
tir “infidel” ¢6 nghia 1a “ngoai dao™! Tt d6 ngui
phan bdi cAm thAy minh 16i 161 va ngudi bi phan
b6i cAm thay cay ding. Phan 16n con ngudii ngay
nay van cf cdm nha qua vd, 18 ¢6 di dn phd thi
14m la 14m lét, nhin trudc nhin sau. An xong thi
chii miéng bang gidy Kleenex loai thudng hio
hang!

Séng trong c4i hdp hén nhin 1a mot cach song
thong thuting, chung thiy cA vé mit xd hoi va
tinh duc. P6 la cich bdo ton cudc hén nhan va
nhitng 16i ich di kém ciing nhu d€ tao su cong
bang nam nif trong xa hoi. Nhung sdéng nhu vay
khéng phai dé. Tinh con ngudi von tham lam, ¢é
mét lai mubn hai, ¢6 hai lai mudn ba... Nhicu
ngudi dd An gian bing cich thuc hién cii ma nha
nghién citu Robert White goi 14 “ch& d6 mot vo
mOt chong luin phién” Panh du giita hén nhin
va ly di roi lai k€t hon va ly di. Cit th€ ma it thanh
nhiéu!

Cac Ong cling nhi cac ba ot gudm lac giira
rilng hoa roi hoa nd giifa ring gudm déu déu.
Ciing xong! Sv gi x4 héi mudn it ma ta mudn
nhiu thi ta ¢ chdi chién thuit du kich tich tiéu
thanh dai. [t di'y ma nhiéu diy. Con ngudi qua 1a
to su ludn lach!

09,2005

Website: www.songthao.com
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Chi Pé
Wau Da va Ngon Ngir-

Van Chuong Di Dan Viét
Trong Boi Canh Hoa Ky

Thuc hién:

déng tho tho — nguyén huong

Vi su cong tac cua:

qudc béo - nguyén thi hoang bic

nguyen danh bing - christine cao - nguy&n nguyét cim

dd 1& anh dao - phan nhién hao - d6 kh - jenni trang 1 - dinh linh

ban mai - pham thi ngoc - taylur thu hi€n ng - viét nguy&n - nguyén thi ngoc nhung
isabelle thuy pelaud - aimee phan - bdo phi - chan phudng - thuding quén

trdn tué& quan - dinh tiY bich thiy — trinh thanh thiy — 1& thi thAm vAn

Hinh anh:
déng thd thd — viét 1é — nguyén huong
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Gioi Thiéu

Mau Da va Ngdn Ngii

Van Chuong Di Dan Viét
trong béi canh Van Chuong Hoa Ky va Thé Gisi

nguyén huong

hing t61 xin dudc gidi thiéu véi dbc gia
‘ Thé Ky 21 tip hop chit dé Mau Da va

Ngén Ngit Vdan Chuong Di Ddn Viét
trong béi canh Vin Chuong Hoa Ky va Thé Gidi
qua déng gbép clia 26 ngudi vi€t va ngudi dich
Viét va gdc Viét. Vi sao néi dén vin chudng da
mau tai Hoa Ky trong lic nay, & thdi diém bdn
thap ky sau phong trao tranh ddu danh quyén
binh ding cho cic sic din thi€u s&, giita boi
cAnh kinh t€ toan ciu clia thé kj mdi? B61 cinh
vin hoc nay lién quan gi d&n ching ta, ngudi
vi€t va ngudi doc nhitng tic phim bing ti€ng
Anh va ti€ng Viét? Va sau cing, ching ta phai
dat vin dé ngdn ngit sing tac (Vi€tngit hay ngon
ngil 5§ tai) trong b6i cinh nay nhy thé nao?

Hoa Ki: Khéng gian da ching va cé ddc

Trong gidy phit im lang ngay sau tai nan trén
xa 16 Los Angeles, nhin vit canh sit da den trong
phim Crash 14m bam: “Vin dé Ja xiic gidc” Lam
sao d€ c6 dudc cAm gidc cham vao mot ngudi khéc,
bing diu ngon tay, bing thin thé, hay thim chi
bing khoi sit clia chi€c xe. C6 ngudi néi néu Paris
Ia thi d6 cua the ky 19, New York la thd do cia
thé ki 20, thi Los Angeles Ia tha dd cia thé ky 21.
Khong phai vi né chi€u roi 4nh sing ciia mdt nén
viin minh mdi, ma vi n6 chinh 14 hién thdn cua
nhifng mAu thuin thdi dai, mdt cich gay git nhat.
(J LA (t&n thanh ph& dudc viét tit nhw mot dn hiéu),
khong gian trii rong, xAm nhgt mot mau bé ong,
sudng mi, va than khi. O LA khong thiy may nguti,
chi thdy xe vao ban ngay, va thdy nhitng chim
sang vao ban dém. Lai xe trén xa 10 LA, m0t sinh
hoat chi€m nhiéu gidf trong mdt ngay va qué phi€u
ngay trong mot doi, di ngudi lai xe co la ngui da
den, da ving, da niu, hay da tring, ching t6i cling
chi nhin thiy 4anh d&n dudi xe trudc trong chudi
phifng 4nh d&n chay ciing mot huéng. Budi t6i,
trén xa 16 105, ching t61 141 song song hay ngudc
chiéu véi chudi chim sang treo ld ling, 4nh dén
chdp tit ctia ddy phi cd ndi nhau nhiéu dam, chd

ha canh xudng phi trudng LAX.

LA 1a ndi cd doc, & chd giap gidi giita qua nhiéu
vin héa, ngdn ngit, va mau da. 9] ddy ngudi ta
sdng trong thé gidi khép kin ctia ho: néu khong
phai trong barrio, the hood, thi la nhitng khu nha
¢6 tuting thanh va cong md theo mit mé. Giao tiép
gifta ngudfi vi ngudi, nhét 1a gitta nhilng nhém
chiing toc khic nhau vA giai cip khic nhau, x4y ra
qua quan hé cia mdt nén kinh t€ thi truding hang
héa. Mot ngutii dan 6ng hay dan ba trung Iutu da
tring, hay doi khi da den, s& gip mot nguti Vit
Nam ciit diia méng tay cho ho. Ao quén chiing t6i
mic dudc san xuat tai Guatamala, Trung Qudc,
Viét Nam, Tich Lan, hay ngay ca do nhifng nguti
Viét Nam hay Chiau My Latin lam v6i gid luong ré
mat trong nhitng xudng may ¢ LA va cic ving
phu cin. Mang di gidt Gi thi c6 thé ching tbi s&
gip mot ngudi Viét Nam hay Trung Quéc. Vudn
fudc, nha cifa, con cai clla gidi trung luu da tring
s& do ngudii Chau M§ Latin chim s6c. Thuc pham
cia moi ngudi thi dude nudi trong béi nhitng ngudi
gOc Mexico, va ch€ bién trong nhilng nha hang
cfia gan hét t4t cA nhitg sic din trén thé gidi.
Chiing t6i di 4n G cac nha hang Viét Nam, s€ gap
ngudi phu b&p, don ban, rita chén Chau My La-
tin, TAt cA sOng nhd vao lao dong clia nhitng ngudi
di d4n ma da s 1a nhitng ngudi bién thinh da mau
khi dat chin dén dit nay.

LA khong khéc nhiing do thi thé gidi trong ti€n
trinh kinh € toan cau va hién twdng di dan, chi dit
ddi hon, trong do c6 doc va da chimg cia nd, trong
d6 tht d va phin nd cia n6. Thanh phd da timg va
chdj chuc bing chéy, khong phai chi do nhifng con
dia chén. Chiing to1 da dot chay thanh phE; niam 1965,
va mot lan nita ndm 1992, vi xung ddt mau da,

LA 4 hinh 4nh ¢6 dong ctia Hoa K¥, phong vé
phia trudc.

Trong twdng quan vdi nhifng viing khac trén thé
gidi, Hoa K¥ giit vai trd mot loai thti phi, v6i tit ca
nhitng mau thuin ngay cing gay git ciia mot do
thi nhu LA. Lich s thé gidi va tudng quan trong
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mot nén kinh & toan ciu da bién Hoa Ky thanh
viing dit di dan. Di déin im d€n diy va ndi nay
can ho.

Phong trao danh quyén cong dén binh ding cho
cdc sic din da mau trong thép nién 60 da dua dén
Luét Di Dén nim 1965, x6a bd mdt sd han ngach
vé sic din, mau da, chung toc. Két qua la Hoa Ky
da nhén vao dong dao di din, gbm cA cic sic din
s& bi€n thanh thiéu s6 da mau trén x& sd nay.

Ngay sau d6, nén kinh t& toan cAu tir nhitng
nim dau thip nién 70 da bit dAu doi hoi cic thanh
phan lao dong dic thit vA uyén chuyén ma cich t8
chifc mot x4 hoi thuan nhat vé mit vin héa khong
con kha ning ddp Gng. N6i mét cach khic, nén
kinh t€ toan ciu khong nhiing cin thém lao dong
dé ha gi4 thanh, ma con can nhitng ngudi lao dong
khong giong nhau va khong binh ddng. Cudc khiing
hodng kinh t& toan cdu nim 1973 tiéu biéu trong
dgt ting gid dAu da bién thanh budc ré khdi diu
cudc chay dua cua cic doanh nghi€ép di tim ldi
nhuéin bang nhi€u cdch khic hon 13 phudng thic
san xuit dong dang va dong loat gidy chuyén kiéu
Ford dd dugc hoan chinh trong may thép ky trubc.
Néu trudc d6, cic xi nghiép cin cdng nhin song
theo ddi séng va lam nhitng cong doan dudc titu
chuiin héa véi s& luong va diéu kién lam viéc, thi
bay gi® nhitng khac biét vé thué ma, luit bio vé
moi sinh hay m6i trutding lao ddng, mic sinh hoat,
gi6i tinh, mau da, chiing toc, ding cAp, van héa
déu c6 thé tao ldi nhuan cho cic doanh nghiép
biét cach khai thac nhiing khac biét Ay

K&t qua khdng chi 12 hién tudng sin xuit tai cic
nudc ngheo hon, lao déng ré hon va da so I nit bi
bit budc phii ngoan ngoin va khéo tay, ma con I
hién tuigng di din vao céc nude cun d€ qubc nhu
Anh va Phip, hay nhitng nudc tha phi khic nhu
bic, Canada, Uc, va di nhién, Hoa K¥. Ching ta ai
song hodc 6 than nhan séng & mién Nam Califor-
nia ching han s& khong la gi nhifng shop may tré
lrong 81 thiéu mudn da s6 1a dan ba Viét Nam va
dan ba Chau My La Tinh, hay cach t6 chic bd do
may tai nha. Lao dong di nhién [a din da méu, it cd
hoi hon vi mau da, ngdn ngit, vin hda. Cic doanh
nghi€p co thé tra luong ho ré hon, mé con cd thé sa
théi ho bat ci lic ndo, mudn lam nhicu it thy theo
nhu ciu san xuit va thi trudng tiéu thu.

Dua vao thanh qua cha phong trao tranh diu
dan quyen binh ding cho da mau tir thip nién 60,
nhu cu clia nén kinh & dang toan cAu héa tir ddu
thdp nién 70 da bi€n Hoa K¥ thanh quéc gia that
su da chiing, X sd ctia di dan, dat nu'dc cla su bat
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binh dang, cich ly, va cb doc.

Nhu LA, thay vi the United States of America,
ngudii ta biy gidf chi can goi Hoa K¥ 1a the US, mot
an hiéu khdng cbi 1€ va phi dia ly. The US 1a hién
thian cta nhitng mAu thuan thai dai, m6t cach gay
gt nhat. Vi tit ca sifc manh cia no.

Dong van chuong da mau véi nhifng
chién thuat cii va méi

Trong boi cAnh trén, 40 nim sau bo Luat Di
Dén 1965, va hon 30 nim sau ddt toan ciu héa
kéo dai cho dén nay, phai chiang chiing ta bit dau
thiy hinh thanh mét dong vin chudng da mau méi
ctia nhilng ddt di ddn méi, khac véi vin chudng
M§ gbc A (Asian American literature), khéc ca
v6i vin chudng Da Den trong truyén théng Harlem
Rennaisance ciia thip nién 20, nhung dén gan hon
vdi khuynh hudng hiu thudc dia va xuyén qubc
gia sau nay?

Vin chudng M§ gbc A, tiéu biéu & cic tac gid
nhut Frank Chin, Maxine Hong Kingston, Carlos
Bulosi, Amy Tan v.v., di dudc nud1 dubng tif tniGc
dé troi Ién manh mé ti phong trao ddi quyén binh
dang ciia thip nién 60. Nhung binh dang véi ai?
Va trong cong dong chinh tri nao? La nhiing cay
biit ¢6 tai, dén tir mdt lich st gan gui va cay ding,
cic tac gia My goc A nay tra I5i cho ngudi doc
nhitng ciu kha o nét: ching t6i viét lai lich st
nudc My, trong dé c6 ching toi.

Lich sit M da viét chong 1én sitc lao dong va
st hién dién clia ngudi My gbc A, bdi x6a nhitng
déng gbp md hdi va cd bap ciia cu-li ngudi Hoa
cudi thé ky 19 trén miy mudi ngan dim dudng ray
xe lita doc ngang xuyén sudt mot luc dia; bdi x6a
ca nhitng cudc ddi cin kiém trén nbng trai cha
ngudi di din gbc Nhat trong nhitng thiap ky trudc
Th& Chi€n Thit Hai; bbi x6a c& miu xuong ngudi
linh Nhat, Hoa, Phi di a8 trong 2 cudc th€ chién
bao v& nhitng bién thily xa ciia mdt cudng qubc
dang hinh thanh theo chiéu dai cha thé kj. Béi
x0a cong lao clia cic nhém ngudfi nay dén do khi
Hoa Ky danh nhau v&i Nhit, thi ca cong dan M¥
g6c Nhit ciing khdng dude coi [a ngudi My, trong
cOng dong din thc M, va 1/4 triéu ngudii gbc Nhit
bi giam vao trai tdp trung trong nhiing vimg sa mac
mién Tay Hoa Ky. Nhitng tic phdm trong dong
viin chudng My goc A db theo nhitng v&t mJ da
x6a, d€ vé lai dia Iy, mot dia 1§ tham dim lich st
mdt lich sif ¢6 mat ngudi My gdc A.

Su hién dién cla ho trong qua trinh hinh thanh
cong dong dan toc My doi héi mot Iy 18 dudng



nhién: su binh ding vdi ngudi da tring trong cong
dong dan toc dude dinh nghia bdi ngudi da tring.

Rat hop ly. '

Nhung d€ ddi chd ding tong cong dong din
tdc M¥, vin chuong My gfc A di giit nguyén vi
c4i 161 da tring cia cong dong nay. Mau muc dan
toc, trong khudn kho ctia mot qubc gia, khong suy
suyén. Dy 1a mdt cong dong dan toc déng vai
mot cong dong chinh tri. Hanh dong doi hoi quyén
binh dfng trong cong dong chinh tri nay chi ¢b thé
t4i tao lai chd ditng cha ngudii gfc A la ngoai nhin,
& ngoai I, khao khat dia vi trung tim clia ngudi da
tring. Piéu ddc gid dong chinh mong ddi @ ho 1a
loai truyén ké vé truyén thOng, vin hda, lich sit
dic thi (do d6 phai ngoan muc, dau d6n cing tot,
ldp l4nh nhv vang ma) ciia din ho, nhv mot cich
nhan dién cdc nhém thi€u s& biing lich sk dic thh
clia da mau dugc dbi chi€u qua nhitng gia tri lan
cam tinh pho quét clia c6t15i da tring, Tat ca nhitng
doi hoi cha ngutii My goc A cang lam 1o han khoang
cach tir ngoai bién dén trung tim, khoang cich
cia khat vong va oan hdn.

Trai véi vu te them khat dudc cong nhan cong

sttc trong cong dong déin toc My, phong trao Harlem
Renaissance ciia ngudi da den bit dau quan tim
dén ngudn gdc Phi Chéiu va da den tinh cla ho d€
viét lai mot lich st dai hon lich st Hoa Ky va vé lai
mot dia 1§ rong hon nude My, Bi finh phu, b td
gii da den Docia trong Cdi Chét Den cla Zora
Neale Hurston di tim cAch tra thit va chdt thiy: “ba
trim nim nudc MV tan nhu sudng s6m. Chau Phi
vudn cinh tay den doi lai dita con cia nd.” Phong
trao nay danh diu mot bimg nd trong tAm thic va
viin chudng. Stc sang tao clia ho dudc tiéu bigu
gua cic tic gid nhu Zora Neale Hurston, Countee
Cullen, Langston Hughes. . . . Néu cudc tim ki€m
cbi ngudn Phi Chéu ctia phong trao nay khong khac
xa loai tim vé& hio quang Thay H& & Frank Chin
(qua tinh chd dimg clia ngudi géc A tai M§ khong
Vgt qua mot loai thiy hir—bia nuGc), thi phong
trao Harlem véi cai nhin vé da den tinh da dv bao
tr tudng négritude xuyén qudc gia trong thoi thudc
dia va héu thudc dia bit ddu & thip nién 30 (xin
xem bai ciia Christine Cao trong s0 nay), va to
tudng Pai Tay Dudng Den (Black Atlantic) thdi
héu thudc dia cudi thé ky 20.

Chd khéc biét vdi dong van chudng My goc A
va tu tudng di kém A vin chudng da den gom ca
nhitng tidc phim nhv cha Ralph Ellison, Richard
Wright hay James Balwin khéng mang cling mac
cAm ngoai nhin cia ngudii goc A, v mitc d6 phin

nd vé lich str n6 1& pha tan khodng cdch khao khét
gitta ngoai bién va trung tAm trong m6t cdng dong
qudc gia. Cling chinh lich st nd 1& va dudng diy
mua ban nd 1& trdi dai theo lich st va dia Iy d&
qudc di day mdt phan cha dong vin chuong da
den d&n gan tim thitc nhudm hoi hudm hiu thudce

" dia va xuyén qudc gia tudng tw nhw négritude cua

Aimé Césaire, L. Senghor hay Black Atlantic cua
Paul Gilroy sau nay.

Viy dong vin chudng da-mau-mdi nay thita
hudng hay quay lung lai nhitng dong vin chudng
My gbc A, vin chwong My gdc Phi Chéu, hay ci
M§ gdc Mé Tay Co/Chau My Latin trudc d67 Va
vin chuong bing ti€ng Anh va ti€ng Viét ciia cic
tic gid gdc Viét nim déu trong tudng quan lich st
vin hoc Hoa K§ va bdi cinh kinh t€ chinh tri tai
M va trén the€ gidi?

P& bat dau suy nghi vé nhitng cAuhoi nay, ching
t1 moi cic ban doc ban dich 2 tic phdm kha tiéu
biéu cho dong vin chudng da-mau-méi trong boi
canh dudng dai. Truyén Bay cia Edwidge Danticat,
mot tdc gia nit da den goc Haiti, m& dau vdi cén
“Mot thang niva s€ ding 7 ndm tron t¥ ngay anh
quen vg anh” va tAm trang cua ngudi dan Ong Haiti
di dan chuén bi dén ngudi v dudc bao ldnh sang
dinh cuf cing minh tai New York. O My, ho di phai
d61 dién v6i bi€n cd Patrick Dorismond, mdt ngui
lai Haiti bi cAnh sat New York bén chét, vi anh ta
mang mau da den. Da den tinh trong b&i canh hiu
thudc dia & Haiti dugce chuyén sang b&i canh twdng
quan mau da d mét do thi Hoa Ky. Ky @c trong thit
ti€ng Phap lai (créole) duge k€ bang Anh ngit, va
d&n v6i chiing ta bang giong vin dich tinh € cha
Trinh Thanh Thiy. Hai ddt chuyén ngit, tit ky tc
créole ric vao Anh ngit vatit ti€ng Anh chuyén
sang Viét ngit, 16ng vao nhau nhir 2 14n gidy méng
chdng lén nhau, nhitng dudng nét ciia ban trdc an
hién trong ban sau, lan ban sao.

Truyén ngin Luc Pia Thit Ba va Cudi Ciing
ctia Jhumpa Lahiri ndm trong tip truyén ngan In-
terpreter of Maladies da dudc giai Pulitzer. Cling
la truyén nguti dan ong di dan 6 Massachussetts
bao lanh vd sang, 1an nay thi tit Bengal bén An, cd
Lahiri da din nguti doc theo sudt cudc hanh trinh
khong chi tit Nam A, sang TayAu, sang Bic My -
Iuc dia cudi cling - ma cdn theo chén ga di din qua
mbi dim dutng: “T6i khong phai 1a ké duy nhat di
fim kho tang & chdn xa xdm, va di nhién khong
phai 1A ngudi diu tién. D thé, c6 nhiéu lic tdi da
ngin ngd trrdc modi dim dudng i di tirng di, mdi
bita in to1 d4 timg An, mdi mot ngudi toi da timg
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quen, mdi budng toi d timg ngl. Du At ca déu
xem nhu tam thudng, c6 nhiing lic chiing nhv nAm
ngoai siic tuong nidng c:ua t61.”” Ban dich cia Pham
Thi Ngoc giff lai mot s6 diu vét cia uguyea tac
nhu nhitng dita tré s¢ mit dudng ve phai rac vun
binh mi danh diu cudc hanh trinh tir ti€ng Anh
sang tiéng Viét, tir luc dia nay sang luc dia khac,
ki diéu nhu chuy€n du hanh dén mat tring trong
ciu truyén.

Trd lai ciu hoi dong van chudng da—mhuimﬁi
hom nay khac thé& ndo véi dong vin thi€u sO (eth-
nic) cn r& 1au d&i hon nhy van chuong My gbc A
Déi séng di dan diy nhifng chuyén vugt qua ¢ di vé
ngang doc rit hién thuc, khong phai mot chiéu dé
hdi ttc khong tudng vé qué huong. Dong van chudng
da-mau-méi, trong boi canh di dan dudng dai it
than vin hon, it ding nhitng hdi ttc khong tudng vé
truyén thdng lich st ho d€ ddi ché dimg xting ding
gin trung tam hﬂﬂ trong cOng dong din toc My.
Nhimg mé ti vé nhitng ngudi d qué hudng khong
nam tmng qua khit ma thuting la nhu‘ng ti€n trinh
dang Xay ra, vi nhitng quan hé xuyén qubc gla van
ti€p dién, néu khong muon néi chung dd bién thanh
kinh nghi€ém phd quét cia da s0 con ngudi trén
mat dat & thé ky chiing ta. Cot 161 da tring, cdi tim
di€m Iy tadng, céi dich cia nguti da mau nhin @
bén & hinh nhy cling md nhat hay bi [&ch di. Bai
hoc ciia ngudii dan ba da tring 103 tudi, cir dan lau
ddi & ving New England trong truyeén Luc Dia Thut
Ba, day ga di dan vé thanh tuu tuyét diéu ciia nudc
My & chuy€&n do bd cim ¢ trén mét tring lai chinh
I3 bai hoc khong tudng, vi ga di dan dd phéi ddu
ba su kién 14 ctf Hoa Ky da dudc gd di. Dong vin
chudng da mau méi khong Ia chuyén di tf ngoai
[& vao trung tAm clia cOng dbng dan toc MY, ma la
dong vin chuong itinerant, di ve theo got di dan.

Chinh vi nhii'ng chuy&n vudt bién khong mot
chidu di di v& vé d6 ma dong van th,rdng mdi nay
mang tinh xuyén quoc gia, dén gau hdn véi dong
w:m chuong hiu thude dia/hiu d€ quic nhr ta thiy

g Salman Rushdie hay Hanif Kureishi trong van
chutdng Anh. Tinh héau thudc dia bit diu lan tinh
thi€u s6 trong dong vin chuong da mau mdi. Tam
thitc héu thudc dia cho thiy rd nét hdn lich st cia
twdng quan quyén hyc ma khong bi khudn mau
dan ddc chii nghia bao trim va lam m3 mit. Dan
toc chii nghia dwdc dat vao dung chd clia né trong
qué trinh chinh phuc clia d& qunc Ciing chinh trong
cAi nhin mdi ndy ma nhiing ti€ng n6i ban dia béng
dung mang giong khic. Van phong, truyén ké cha
tic gia ngudi M ban x@ (ma ta thudng goi la “da
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d6") Sherman Alexie bbng dung khong khac may
vOi my quan hau thude dia, mdt thd my quan chan
di, Tuwu ma khdng lac, itinerant. Dong van mdi, trong
b61 cinh di ddn mdi, khéng sd nhéin higu luu dan
su_;crumer ctia nhitng thé hé trudc. Bai phén tich
clia Thuting Qu{m trong s& nay vé tim thitc nghé
thuit thd dan thé hé mm trén 2 luc dia Uc va My
lam ta phai suy nghi ve chi€n thuét vira giong déin
thudc dla cii vita thich nghi hon véi the gidi hién
toan cAu nhing phan méanh (thé hién trong bdi canh
da Lhung nhung cich ly va ¢d ddc phu ta dé ndi
dén vé Hoa K}f) Trnng chi€n thuét ny, ngudi tho
dan Uc “muta cAu ban sdc” trong tho dén tinh, trong
¢4 da den tinh ciia ho, nhit Sherman Alexie doi hoi
mdt ban sic da dE:, rit cin thi€t néu ta mudn cb
dude chu tra 18 tring den cho cdu hoi “cé hay
khOng c6 su binh ﬂaﬂg”” Vin dé ddng nghiém la
ho khéng ngitng & ban sic den hay do (0 thtsi chéng
thuc din tai cac thudc dia thi no 1a chi ngh;la din
toc), ma lai Jap tic dép tan chinh ban sic tho dan
d6 ra thanh nhitng manh v3. C6 nghia la cling lac
dap tan ca ban sic clia ké cai tri, pha v8 cap nh
nguyén lich sit dic thi clia dén bi tri & ngoai vi va
{inh ph8 quat clia ké cai tri § trung tdm. Theo
Thuting Quan, mj?r quan cua ho la thd my quan
vita phai mutu cau ban sac, vira phai v8 manh, lvu
dong, giita mot the gidi “khong thm diém, mét hé
truc.”

Van Chuong Di Dan Viét

Con nhing tic phdm clia ngudi viét goc Viét cd
mdi tudng quan nhi thé nao vdi dong vin chudng
da-mau-méi? Chung toi xin mdi ban doc thudng
llghtﬁ:m 3 tac pham biing Anh ngif cla cic tac g13
gdc Viét: Pinh Linh, Aimee Phan, va Viét Nguyén.

Hai Nha Tri Thiic trong tru;ran cling tua cua
Pinh Linh khong mang diu An cua mau da hay
sic toc, ngay ca trong ban dich Viét ngit sic canh
ctia Phan Nhién Hao. Hai nhin vat chi mang diu
An ciia toi 4c. Isabelle Pelaud, qua ban dich cua
Chén Phudng, cho ring nhitng truyén ngan cla
Dinh Linh trong tuyén tip Fake House dao ngudc
nhitng mong ddi clia thi trudng va doc gia giong
chinh v& nhiing cAu chuyén ké clia ngudi Viét luu
vong trd vé xit s&. Nhu th€, cé phai nhitng nhan
vit & trung tAm nhifng ciu truyén cia Dinh Linh
gﬁm Viét tai Viét Nam, Vi€t tai Mj‘f va ca nhu'ug
nhén vit da tring ngheo, giang hd, t6i pham, xdu
xi, ngoai 1 cho ta thiy mdt khoang khdng gian da
dang, 1am mat &n dinh quan hé gitta 1€ va trung
tAim ma ching ta van thiy trong dong vdn chudng



My gbc A?

Ta Khéng Bao Gio Nén Gip Nhau cua Aimee
Phan, qua giong vin dich rit phil hdp v6i doi thung
nhu ké chuyén cua Trin Tué Quén, cho ta thay
nhitng khat vong trong thé gidi cla nhing nhan
vat lai, bui ddi, bang dang. Nhan vat Kim khong
khat khao trung tim da tring d€ di im ngudi cha
My, mé lai di tim hinh anh ngudi Me Viét ciia ¢d
ta, mdt Ita chon tai uong. Nhu thé thi 16i ké truyén
nay mang ta dén gAn véi thé gidi da dang ngoai Ic
nhu Pelaud d4 nhin thiy & Dinh Linh hay dap tng
mong chd cha doc gid vé loai nhan vt biang dang
giic A Chau?

Trong truyén Mét Cupc Séng Puing Dan ca Viét
Nguy&n qua ban dich vira chuiin vita truyén cam
cha Nguyén Nguyét Cam, nguti dan dng ¢ tinan
Viét Nam dudc 2 ngudi dan dng bao lanh. Nbung ca
2 ngudii bao lanh déu khong thé 1a mAu ngudi trong
dong chinh ctia X hoi My. Bia I, lich sit, va ca tinh
duc clia can cude ngudi dan dng ti nan bién thanh
phic tap hon 12 n&u anh ta chi thém khat mot-hinh
Anh nguti M§ dudc xem Ia Iy tudng ditng gac cong
cho cong ddng dan toc da tring, N€u truyén nay do
theo mOt s& hoa van quen thudc cua dong van chudng
My gdic A, thi c6 phai chang n6 cling dong ltc pha
v& khuon miu nhi nguyén ngoai bién va trung tim
trong dong vin chudng nay’

D6 1 nhitng sing ti¢ bing ti€éng Anh., Consang
t4c bing ti€ng Viet? Ching toi hin hanh mdi ban
doc tac phAm chia 4 tac gid quen thuoc Pham Thi
Ngoc, Nguyén Danh Bing, Nguyén Thi Hoang
Bic, va Nguyén Thi Ngoc Nhung.

Khoang cach gifta ngoai bién va trung tam la
mdt khodng cich van hoa, X& hoi, chinh tr, thé
hién 1&n mau da ciia thin the. Nhung th€ gidi trung
tAm da tring c6 thoat dudc dinh ménh chung? Sau
thoji gian dai bat tin, Judith, co ban da tring ti¥ thoi
vi thanh nién nhitng ndm dau Yén dén nuwéc My
trong truyén Ban cia Pham Thi Ngoc, gifi dén Yén
ban thong diép tif trung tAm the gidi ‘toan tring,
trfng phu nhitg dai dat thiip dong mudi § Utah.
Ciing cam giac lac 1ong, cling st phan ra ciia thé
<hc. MAt mat. Khong khéc the gidi ti nan ngoal &,

VAy ra kinh nghiém dic thi clia nhifng ke ding
& ngoai bién chinh 12 diéu kién phé quat clia con
ngudi thdi dai. Ngoai bién chinh 1a c5t 16i. Nbj
neuyén tan bién. Tat ca lich st déu 1a lich sit dac
thir. Moi cam tinh d€u phd quat.

Chéng th& ma Adrienne Rich, mdt nha thd ddng
tinh da tring da timg than vin nhu di dan ching ta
than van:

Vi & xit s kia

efia nhitng chon lua boi ke khac

it s& ma téi dd khdng hé lia chon

it s clia nhitng chuyén di vé khiing khiép

xtt s& ma dia dd 161 mang theo & long ban tay

nhitng cdnh rimg dang chdy: lich sitdang chdy.

(“Turning,” Time's Power)

Moi dat nudc déu xa la. Nhu dinh ménh.

Neay ca xi s§ clia k§ tic. Khai quat, chung ta
s& fim thay gi & vung dat cia ky @c? Nha Cii chang
nh ta truyén ciia Nguyén Danh Bang? Ngudi ké
truyén fim thi'y gi dudi long dat? Dia dao 6 di chi
khio c§ ciia Nguyén Danh Bang gitf ngudi doc lai
khong phai bang ky vat hay ¢t vat - thi¥ vang ma
I4p 14nh ngudi ta hay ding d€ ddnh trdo sy trai
nghiém mot lich st dac thu - ma bing stic thdi
mién ciia dong tac khai quat, phd quat va bao tram
trong tinh phing du cua no.

Dinh Tit Bich Thiy trong s6 nay cho rang kinh
nghiém di déin 12 kinh nghi&m chung clia cong ddng
M§ nén cd qua quy&t van chitdng clia ching to1 -
ngudi My géc A, ngubi di dan, ngudi da mau, ngui
hai vin héa hai thit ti€ng, ngudi ciia nhitng “vung
dét hoang’—chinh 14 vin chudng chay trong dong
chinh véi “stt ménh khai pha” clia n6, va da chay
nha thé tir thofi 1ap quéc, qua nhifng cdnh dong
dém t6i gitta nén cong hoa clia Gatsby, qua Thanh
Am vit Cubng No, ngang Ké V6 Hinh, qua thira lda
mach clia Holden Caulfield, xuyén subt dén giila
cudc hon nhin hiép ching clia vd chong ho Hull,
trong nhifng mén in cla gi dau bé&p Viét trong
Sach Mudi cia Monique Thuy Dung Trudng, va
chay cuén theo ca 15i than clia nguoi vi€t bing
Viét nglt nhu ba Héng Khic Kim Mai khong co
fidn thué ngudi dich tic pham sang Anh ngi.

Mau Da clia Ngdn Ngi

Ngbn ngit. Trong nhitng ludn ban hé&t gidy hét
mufc ciia hoc gid, ctia nha ph€ binh, it ai gquan tam
d&n ngdn ngit, nhét 1 trong nganh A M§ Hoc (Asian
American Studies). C6 quan tam dén van dé ngdn
ngit chiing la trong nghanh hochéu thudc dia, nhung
lai nfAim ngoai bdi canh cia din thiu s tai M.
Trong khudn khé vin hoc M¥, khong ai thach thitc
swkién vinhoc My saokhdng bao g&m vin chudng
bing tiéng Viét hay bat cif thit i€ng nao khac viét
trén d4t M§ nhw Christine Cao da hi trong so nay.
Ho khong quan tAm c6 phai vi ho khong thay ngdi
vi doc ton cia Anh ngit 1a mot nan de?

Nhung ching ta, ngudi viét va ngudi doc giic
Viét, hinh nhu khéng c6 cai xa xi d6. Chung toi
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nghi day 1a mdt van d€ then chdt khi chiing ta néi
vé vi tri ngoai vi hay trung tim, bi tri hay cai t,
dac thi hay ph{*.-? quat, hoi dc va bdi xda, ngay khi
chiing ta n6i vé sy hoa gidi nhitng cap nhi nguyén
nay trong viin chutdng, vdi nhitng doi hoi thim my
va cAm quan clia n6. Vi thé, dic biét trong s0 ) Dy,
chung tdi da thuc hién phan phong van 10 ﬂgl.l’dl
wet bﬁng tiéng Viét va i€ng Anh, Viét va gbc Viét
vé vin d& chon lva ngdn ngi¥ vi€t: Nguyén Thi
Hoang Bic, Phan Nhién Hao, Nguyén Thi Ngoc
Nhung, Nguyén Danh Bing, P6 Khiém, Trinh
Thanh Thiy, Dinh Linh, Viét Nguyén, D6 L&
Anhdao, va sau cling, Ban Mai, motngudi viét trong
nudc nhin vé& vin chudng di dan gbc Viét bang
ti€ng Viét va ti€ng nudc s tai. Ban Mai nhac nhd
ching ta kh6ng thé
quang nudc Viet Nam,
ngudi Viét Nam vao
qua kht¥, nhu Nguyén
Qudce Chéanh phéi kéu
Jén tir Sai Gon: “Tao la
dita bé nghéo trén lung
Linda I.€" khi nha van
di dan viét tiéng Phap
nay tra 15i phong vin
rang cb mang trén minh
nuGe Viet Nam nhr mot
dita bé da chét. Con
tiéng Viét? Ching ta co
the quang Ueugﬁet va
van chudng ti€ng Viét vao qui khit trong boi canh
di dén? Nhifng cau trd 15i phong vin phan dnh vi
tri va nét da dang clia 14t cé chiing ta. Ngoai ra,
nhiéu bai nhén dinh trong sO nay ciling xoay quanh
vin dé& ngdn ngil trong vin chudng da mau goc
Viét
Cé nhiéu ngudi trong ching ta & th€ hé ma ca
hai thit ti€ng bam vao ching ta nhu hai thit toc.
Liic nao thi ching ta viét va doc ti€ng Anh, lic nao
i€ng Vidt, véi nhitng hé qua ndo? C6 the ching
chiing ta theo chAn nhin Vit trong truyén cuc ngan
ctia Nguyén Thi Hoang Béac “qua song d61 ngira
qua vura d6i triu,” “bdng rua Diém Vudng, cubi
héi How are you?’ Nhin vt cia Hoang Backhong

Anh E}Eng Thtﬂ- Thﬁ '

mét gi trong cude qua song, ngoai “dau kich Lét-

mot thing, ddu hang mdt gidy, ning nhe dn thua
me gi?” Con ching ta?

Dinh T Bich Thiy cho ring kha ning song
ngit 12 mot ldi diEﬂ], cho phép nhitng ngudii viét
song ngit “chit viin bit cit moi ngdn ngf va 161
nhin ha khic.... Dang chin qua hai dong vin héa,
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chiing t6i khong phai la thanh vi€én cua mot Lost
Generation, ma 13 hién tai va tudng lai cia nén
van hoc xuyén vin hoa, xuyén mau da.” Binh Linh,
thanh vién trong thé hé song ngft, han dong ¥ vdi
tuyén ngdn vira thd mong vira qua quyEI ciia Binh
Tir Bich Thiy khi anh tra 1 phong vin: “That su
thi t6i 1 hai nha van, m6t My, mot Viet. Toi viét
bang ti€ng Viét vi toi gan bé vdi s§ ménh cha nuc
Viét. Toi viét biang ti€ng Anh i 16i gin b6 véi sd
ménh clia nudec My.”

Cin cude doi con thé hién trong mot loai van
dung ti€ng Viét méi ma dién hinh 12 nhitng bai thd
bing ti€ng Anh lai Viét trong s6 nay. Bén canh
nhitng khai pha ngdn ngif thi ca trong cac bai thd
nguyén tic va thd dich cia L& Thi Thim Van, Phan
Nhién Hao, Trinh Thanh
Thiy, ching ta con ¢6
Jenni Trang L&, Bao Phi,
Dé Lé Anhdao, Quéc
Bio, Taylur Thu Hién
Ngd 1a nhing nha thd
dang khai phd ving dat
cua mot loal ngdén ngit
nudc doi. Thd cta ho la
thd d& n6i, d€ hét, 3 tinh
dién. Nhitng 4m di€u
ti€ng Anh, 14n véi ti€ng
Viét chang nhitng khong
1am cho thd ho khé hi€u
ma con tao ra mot cach
hi€u khéc cho ngudi nghe. N6 khuyé&n khich nguti
nghe van dung cAm quan xuyCn ngdn ngf, gita
nhitng ngdn ngit. C6 vai ban doc da ting phan nan
ring day la th@ ti€ng Viét bi lai cing. Ching toi
mong cic ban nhin mdt cich khéc: ring cic nha
thd tré dang quing molotov cocktails vao ti€ng Anh.
Nhitng tit vitng, thanh Am ti€ng Viét phut chdy trén
mit phiing ciia Anh ngit, chit vin dia vi doc ton
clia né, chit vin ci doc quyén sd hitu Anh ngit.
NE&u tléng Anh I tht tiéng ba quyén vi lich sif thuc
dan, vi dong tién ctia kinh t€ toan cau, néu Ilt‘:ng
Anh 13 thit ting 4p dat bdi cot 16i Anglo da tring
1&n nhitng nhém ngudi bi tri tho dan hay di dén, thi
chiing ta ciing ¢6 th€ chi€m hitu né lam tai sdn cia

- chiing ta. Ti€ng Anh khong chi thudc vé ngudi Anh,

ngudi My ma con thudc vé cic nhém ngudi co
nhifng truyén théng ngdn ngirkhéic, ngay trong long
th€ gidi Anh ngit. K&t qua c6 phdi ching 1a mot
th créole, mdt ngdn ngit mdi, nhu Christine Cao
du doan?

Nhung trong s6 ching ta cling ¢ ngudi chi c6



[

thé viét va doc bang duy nhat mot thit ticng Viét hay
Anh, ¥ lich s, vi hoan canh, vi tudi tic. Nhu thé
ngdn ngi nhiéu khi nhw dinh ménh thay vi mot chon
lua co tinh ca-;h dao diic, chinh tri hay van hf:rﬂ nhu
Viét Nguyén da tré 10i phong vin. Viet Nguyén va
Christine Cao, trong bai Tai Sao Viét Tiéng Vigt cia
cd, dong ¢ rang Vi€t bang ti€ng Anh, khdng phai la
mot hién tugng mét goc, hay bi gidi han trong nhiing
chién thuét thach dd lai dong chinh. Chang nhihlg
th&, Viét Nguyen da rit thuy&t phuc khi anh viét:

“Khong c6 th€ he sinh ra tai My hay 16n I€n d day
nhtt Monique Truong, le thi diem thuy, Aimee Phan,

Kien Nguyen, va nhiing ngudi khac nita, thi ti€ng
néi clia cong dong di dan Viét Nam s€ bi gidi han
trim trong, khong phai trong kha ning nd1 ma trong
kha ning dudc nghe.” Xac dang.

Xac ding dé€n phil ph%mg Thuc t€ 1 ching ta
song trong mdt cong dong dan toc ap dat Anh ngit
1&n nhitng thanh vién cia n6. Rong hdn, sng n'ung
thé glt“_'il hom nay, di san cha thuc dén va sin pham
ciia nén kinh t& toAn ciu, may ai thoat khoi Anh,
Phap, Tay Ban Nha ngit? Vay trudc hét, ching ta
hElj.n’ noi d&n d€ quoc clia Anh ngit ma trong lanh
thé cha né, tit ca moi thir ti€éng khac déu bién thanh
ti€ng on, mot thif tap dm, khcmg phai tléng ngudai,
nén dé ngoai tai. Ching ta viet hang ti€ng Viét
khong ai hi€u da daph, ching ta vict bdng ti€éng
Anh thi déc gia dong chinh hiéu nhv th& nao, va
thi trudng vin hoc mua ban san phim vin héa ciia
chiing ta nhit thé nao?

Van chudng My hay xem trong tinh trung thutc,
mnt loai hién thuc chi nghia dua 1€n kinh n ghlﬁm
sOng cla tac gia. TSt 1im. NhAt a khi tic gid mubn
Jam mdt loai chiing nhan cho thdi dai ha}r lich it
ctia ho. Nhung véi cac tac gia da mau thi€u s0 thi
ap luc na}r c¢6 nguy cd bién tic pham ho thanh mot
thuc thé khdc. Nhitng diéu ho viét thuomg dudc
ddc gia va thi trubing vin chuong dong chinh xem
nhit tiéu bidu cho vin héa va lich st dac thii cia
dan ho nhu Isabelle Thuy Pelaud nhic nhd ching
ta trong s6 nay. Té& hon nita, thinh thndng chiing ta
con thiy vai tic phim bing Anh ngit lap lanh hao
quang mén dd luu niém exotic, hay vang ma, ding
d€ tiéu biu cho vin héa dic thit va lich si dau
dén chia dan ho, nhifng ngudi da phai song nhifg

bign ¢& lich sit d6. Khi md ta ngudi din ho bang

Anh Ngit, theo thi hi€u clia doc gia va thi ttudng
dong chinh, doi khi, mdt vai tic gia g-::u.: Viét (doi
khi va mdt vai thodi, vi da sO cac tac gla viét bang
ti&éng Anh 14 nhiing ngudi tai ndng va hiéu biét) da
vo hinh chung ndi thay din minh, trong mét ngon

ngif khac.

Minh khong ndi cho dian minh thi d& ai néi day?
Ding. Budng phién chiing ta hét Iong tng hd nhufng
ng‘:Ib‘t viét ve ngu’tﬂ Viét va ngudi Vict di dan bang
ttf:ng Anh hay ti€ng nudc sd tai khac. Nhung ngm:ﬂ
viét clning ta di nhién nn cAn than khi vin ban cia
ta d& bi dong chinh xem nhu dai dién cho tinh dac
thit cia dan minh, c6 nghia la mai mai déac thu trong
th& gidi phd quat cla dong chinh, trong cach hiéu
bao trium ciia k& cai tri. Nht Ia trong mdt ngdn ngi
khac. K}r la thay, mdt vin ban vi€t bang ti€ng Anh
chia cit 16i da tring lai khong trang da trnng hé thdng
tfn hiéu clia tudng quan mau da va qu}'ﬁn Iuc. Ciing
khong phii 16p da méu clia tic gia s& tit nhién bién
nhitng diéu ho vi€t thanh vin ban chong lai mau da
tring clia Anh ngff. Ngdn ngit mang theo n6 tw duy
v& thé gi6i, vé lich stt, ve vi tri trong tudng quan
quyén luwe, Va ca ky dc. Ngigi wa Thmug 0, nha
vin Kenya hau thudc dia xit dung that ti€ng ca 5
triéu ngudi ding ma ching ta it ai nghe dén—
Gikuyu, da canh cdo cach boi x6a ky tc lich st clia
mbt nhém ngudi dé nhit la 4p dat mot thit l:lv::ng
khac, N6 d& dang bién thanh hinh dong viét chong,
nuét chirag suhién dién va lich st clia ke khac chinh
bang hanh dong noi 1én tinh dac thi ca nén vin
hoa hay lich st cia nhom bi tr1

Pudng nhién vin chu‘dng, mdi vin bin, mdi tc
gm la mot the gidi phiic tap. Christine Cao trong
58 ndy ciing canh co chiing ta khong nén dé chinh

glan lwge hoa nghé thuét. Cac van dung ngon
ngit, n du, m§ quan, va ca dién giai déu da dang
trong nhlmg béi canh x& hoi cia ching. Vin chudng
n6 budn cudi va ky kiéu the, nhw cic tic pham clia
Pinh Lmh, Aimee Phan, va Vict Nguyf;n cho thay
trong sO nay. Ca cudc doi niia, bubn cudi va ky
diéu, André Schwartz-Bart, tac gia Do Thai Phap
da tring c6 1an ndi gitm nhén vat tmh nhin da den
ctia Solitude, cd géi nd 1€ la1 Phap cAm quén noi
loan trén dao thudc dia Guadcluupe bi xi¥ tf nam -
1802, raﬂg tam thitc cha ngudi da tring la mot thé
gidi huy€n bi, “tat cd nhiing ai budc vio déu that
lac; ho bi€n thanh nhiing chiéc hﬁng con mia rdi
trong cudc chiém bao clia nguti da tring. Ho ngiing
hién hitu, nhw thé ho chua ting hi€n hitu™ (La
muldtresse Solitude). Hay Paul Celan, viét sau
nhitng kinh nghiém Do Thai trong trai di€t chung,
bang tiéng Dc:

Nhung nhitng gi dén gan ta, duy nhdt,

17t thamh ngdn ngit Vi dai ctia nhiing am tiét,

vé chiée bao tai chita hat hanh nhin

noi sém
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na hoa.

(Force of Light)

Nhitng tudng quan quyeu Iwc va nghé thuit
chiing chit im, khéng thé gi4n don héa thanh cong
thitc chinh tri. Chiing ta chic chan nén d€ md moi
canh ctra cho ngudi sing tic bing tiéng Anh. Va
¢b vo ho.

Nhung chiing ta cling nén d€ md& moi cinh cia
cho nguti sdng tAc bang tleng Viét. Vi ngoai thuc
t€ phil phang vé dia vi b4 quyén clia Anh ngi ra,
ching ta cdn c6, hay ¢4 thé tao ra, nhiing thuc t&
khac. Hay diing hon, ta c6 thé duc khoét nhitng 16i
thoat ra ngoai cudc chiém bao ciia ngubi da triing
ma Lawrence of Arabia tifng goi [a nhifng cdn md
ngay. Vi chiing ta hién hitu.

Du khong thoat

Do Kh trong bai phiém Iuéin v& vin chuong the
gid1 va ngdn ngit da phan nan rang ching ta chi ¢é
nhitng tuong quan hang doc, giita nhitng viing thi
phti da trang ban phét gi4 tri vin chuong va cic
viing thi€u s& hay nhugc ti€u, ma khong cé nhitng
twdng quan hang ngang giita cic nén vin chuong
va céac thit ti€ng khodng ba quyén. C6 1& vi th€ ma
ching ta khong nghe d&n ngén ngit Gikuyu ciia
Ngiigi wa Thiong’o va céng trinh khuyén khich
dich cdc tac pham Phi Chau sang cdc tiéng Phi
Chau khéc, khong théng qua ti€ng Anh hay Phéap .
N guyf:n Thi Ngoc Nhung qua Lan Gip Cudi cho
ta thi'y kho khan cfia quan hé ¢4 nhan hang ngang
gitta nhitng nhom thi€u s6 tai My. Chiing ta phai
xtf dung ti€ng Anh v6i nhau da danh, chiing ta con
ditng cling vi tri

ly dugc nhu nhitng
gidc md (lai md)
cich mang gidi
phong tiY rang dong
thti hi€n dai & thé
k¥ 18, nhung chiing
ta c6 the di di vé vé
thé gidi chiém bao
clia ngudi da trang
nhv nhitng chuyén
di v& xuyén quéc
gia clia di din. Chiing ta c6 thé vin mang cin cudc
ethnic thi€u s&, vi chiing ta 14 sén phim cia lich sit
dén toc M}r, va dé doi binh :iang trong lich sir do;
nhung dong thdi ching ta vin c6 thé di v& nhitng
th€ gidi khac twtao, nhi'thd dan ciia Thudng Quan.
Day khdng phai 1 diéu bit kha.

Pi v& doi hdi diu kién kinh (&, duting bay, va
k¥ thuit vién thong. Nhung trong viin chudng didu
do6 con doi héi nhitng cong trinh dich thuét. Chris-
tine Cao; theo Rushdie (va ca Walter Benjamin),
bao dich khong chi [a mit mat chdng 1én mat mat,
ma ching ta con dude nhiéu thi & nhitng dutng
ngang doc xuyén ngén ngit (hay qua mot thi ngodn
ngir si€u ngdn ngit nhwr Benjamin hy vong?). Dich
thuat 1a nhu cau tuyét d6i. Khong 6 Trinh Thanh
Thiy, Pham Thi Ngoc, Phan Nhién Hao, Trin Tué
Quén, Nguyén Nguyét Cim, P8 L& Anhdao, L&
Thi Th4m Van va Chén Phuong da im cong viéc
hét sitc kh6 khiin 12 dich thuat, thi chiing ta da khéng
th€ ¢6 cudc trao ddi trd chuyén trong tap hop nay,
nhitng vin dé mau da va ngdn ngu‘ da khong thé
ban thao. D6 la chua k& nhitng di€u cac dich gia
nay da cho ta nhin thiy, d giita nhitng ngdn ngit,
Xxuyen ngdn ngi, siéu ngdn ngi.

“Soil” Anh Viet Lé }
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1 thdp kém trong tim
1 thitcngudi da triing,
cho di chiing ta rat
E i khdc nhau vé lich
;: 3 Dich thuit la
phudng tién di vé,
dudng doc va
dudng ngang. Con
thé gidi e tao d€
ching ta c6 chd di
ve? Christine Cao nhic dén st hi€én dién clia dai
radio, truyén hinh, bao chi Viét ngit nhan nhan trong
cOng dong Viét trén d&t M§. Chiin ng a Kkhong chi la
ngudi ndi tiéng Viét trén dai, viét ti€ng Viét trén
bao, ma chiing ta con Ia ngutsi nghe ngudi doc tiéng
Vigt. Chiing ta chi bi gidi han trAim trong vé kha
ning dudc nghe néu ching ta chi k€ cong ddng
néi tiéng Anh va quen k€ dén chinh ching ta trong
mdt cong dong néi ti€ng Viét trén khip thé gidi,
khOng gidi han bién gi6i quic gia.

Tai sao chiing ta khéng diy manh hung tién
ctia mt dong vin chudng ti€ng Viét trén khip the
gidi? N6 ¢6 th€ ddy vin chuong ra khéi sic d& ciia
md hinh dén tdc tai Viét Nam tir ldu bj giam cAm
trong rao can cla chii nghia dan toc va muu dd
clia nhﬁug tip doan cai tri. M6t dong vin chuong
nhu thé khong canh tranh véi dc:-ng van chudng
Anh hay Phap ngir ctia céc tac gid gbc Viét, ma nd

N
-----

- song hanh, c6 thé 1am chd di vé& cho nhau. Di nhién

chiing ta phai thic day nhiing giao ti&p, d&i thoai.
dao nhiing con kinh thong nhau giita 2 dong van
chudng nay bang nhitng nd luc chung nhu thé nay,
va bang dich thuit.

Nhu th€, thay vi mac cAm tiéng Viét la ti€ng

oo



mang Idp da méw, nhide tiéu, khong ai nghe, khong
ai hi€u, tai sac chiing ta khong d€ né cho ta thém
mot chon Iua khéc hdn 12 phai t nhin chinh ching
ta qua chimot ngdn ngfi—tam thire, tw duy ba quyén
cia Anh hay Phap ngii? Trong bdi cinh Hoa K¥,
cic sang tac ti€ng Viét da va dang x6i mdn sy b
vi clia trung tAm ¢t 161 tring, vi né tir choi the ding
ngoai vi trong tudng quan d6, vi né lam diéu khé
tuBng: tao nén mdt th€ gidi dat trung tim & mdt ngdn
ngit khac ngay trong long mc-t -:rmg dong Anh ngir
va nén kinh &€ tirbin ton chu néi ti€ng Anh. C6 thé
ching chiing ta doi héi c6 thém nhiéu chii nghia
hién dai khac, chii nghia th€ gidi cosmopolitanism
khéc hon [a chii nghia hién dai dat thm diém & nén
viin minh Au Chau, sin phim cia ttong quan quyén
Iuc tir lich st thuc dan da din ching ta di tir ch
nghia d€ quéc dén chii nghia quéisc gia dan toe. Aihwa
Ong timg d¢ nghi ta nhin mang hw6i Hoa Kiéu trén
khap th€ gidi nhu 1a mdt cich t8 chitc hien dai khic,

mdt alternative modernity khdng tich rdi (vi khong
thé tach roi mot cach co cum), ma dua trén binh
dién th€ gidi duong dai.

Chiing ta c6 th€ nhin tuong nf vé nhifng cong
dong di dén khic? V& chinh ching ta? Va mang
khaini€mnay vao vin chudng? Nl Christine Cao
vi€t trong s& nay, mot dong vin chudng tiéng Viét
khac hon vin chwong Francophone vi ching ta
khong c6 chiéu doc cla lich s vién chinh vi bé
rong clia d€ qudc Phap vdi nhiéu sic dan va man
da. Nhung chiing ta c6 bé rong clia thé gidi ching
ta lvu vong, uu trd, dinh cv, tam ci, di vé&, khong
phai chi mdt lan di ma 1a hé&t 16p nay dén 16p khac
di chuyén tir Viét Nam sang nudc khic, ¢6 khi sang
dén nudc thit 3 hay thit 4, va c6 ca nhitng cude trd
v€. C6 thita khodng tréing xuyén quéc gia d€ phat
tri€n da dang trong m§ quan, tim thiic, v ngay ci
trong ludng tim chinh tr1, xa hoi, lich stt.

Sang tac bing ti€ng Viét clia ngudfi Viét di din
khong chi luyén ti€c, hoai ¢6, nghto nan, lac hiu,
co cum, ghetto nhu mot s6 nguti khong theo dbi
lam tu8ng. Nhitng nguti di dan viét i€ng Viét it bi
gi6i han de tai phai dai dién cho lich s dic thix, it
bi siic €p ctia thi trudng dong chinh. K&t qua 1i
trong hon thip ky qua, ho di c6 rit nhiéu thi
nghiém trong vin phong, ciu tric, dé ti, va trong
cach vén dung ngodn ngit. Thd ti€ng Viét chi cin
md mijt EI_I}’E:I] tap nhw 26 Nhé Tho Viét Nam Puong
Bai 1a c6 the thiy nhitng bubc khai pha qua vifng
vang va W tin, hoan toan khong theo sau thi ca
ngoai ngif. Vin xubi di din thi ngoai cidc nha viin
da c6 tén tudi nhu Nguyén Moéng Gidc, Nguyén

Xuan Hoang, chiing ta khong thé bd qua thanh tuu
gdy kinh ngac ctia Trdn Vi, Mai Ninh, Pham thy
Ngoc, Nguyén Danh Bing, B Kh, Nguyén Thi
Hoang Bic, Ho Minh Diing, Pham Thi Hoai, Ping
Tho Tho, Miéng, L& Minh Khué, Trén Sa, L& Thi
Thém Vén, va bao nhidu 14 ngoi bat xuat sic khic.
Ho da cam cui khai phéd bing thit ti€ng bi de doa
nhu Nguyén Thi Hoang Bic lac quan trong tinh
th€ bi quan khi tré 161 phéng van. Véi do day ding
kinh, nhiing thanh tuu ciia ho phai dude céng nhin
va day manh.

Vi su ¢6 mit ctia mét dong vin chudng tiéng
Viét vitng manh thach thic lai cudng vi dbc ton
ctia Anh ngir, 16 khuyén cia Phan Nhién Hao trong
bai phdng vn réng chiing ta it sing tac trong bét
cif thit ti€ng ndo quen thudc, bién thanh tit nhien.
Va du phéng ctia Nguyén Danh Biing v& tuong lai
16n manh ctta dong van chuong luu vong trong tinh
phd quat clia né, trong bat cit ngbn ngif nao, hién
thanh thuyé&t phuc.

Dong van chudng da-mau-mdi, tmng bOi canh
di din d mdt noi nhu Hoa K¥, khong thé thiéu nhlIug
ché d€ di vé, dé khbng bi giam 16ng trong nén viin
hoc diin toc Hoa Ky hay 1€ thuc vao nhitng viing
dét bi/dudc nén kinh t€ toan cAu néi ti€ng Anh
chinh phuc. N6 khong the thi€u nhitng dong vin
chuong bang nhitng ngdn ngit bi thidu s& héa, bi
ndi 4t, bi viet chong I&n, bi bdi x6a. Viin chudng da
mau gbc Viét rit cin nhiing tac phim bling Anh
ngif, nhung né ciing khéng thé thi€u vin chudng
bang ti€ng Viét, nhw mAm hita ta nudi trong Iong
thé gidi Anh ngit.

Ai néi sau bi€n ¢8, sau trin chiy nha, sau cudc
ra di, sau chin thudng, sau dinh cv, sau hoi nhap,
tiéng Viét di Ia qué khi?

Chiing ta c6 thé trd 180 ho bing mAy ciu thd
Thén Nhién, mét ngudi viét lnu cu xuyén t5 quic
Hoa Ky va Viét Nam:

ngoét nha sé chay

cdn phong nghiéng 45 dg lin tiv hién tai xudng
fuomg lai

b nam tay vio miéng anh 61 ra mpt con chim
hot trong cubng phoi

tiéng hot ting cing em

trot lén tit gicic mo trong mét cdn phong khéc

mot hién tai khdc

vai thon khéce anh dang thd,

(“Ngbi Nha Bit Lia”)

9-2005
nguyén huiong
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Nguvyen tac SEVEN
(from THE NEW YORKER)
edwidge danticat
trinh thanh thiy chuyén ngi

Edwidge Danticat sinh ndm 1969 tai Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Ndm 12 wdi ¢6 dinh cur tai Brooklyn, thanh phd
New York trong mdt cong déng da phdn I nguei My géc Haiti, T61 nghiép cit nhdn van chirong Phdp tai Barnard
College va ldy MFA tai Brown University. Dd xudt bdn mdt tuyén 1dp truyén ngdn Krik? Krak! va hai tiéu thuyét
nhan dé Breath, Eyes, Memory va The Farming of the Bones. Tdc phdm dd duoc dich qua cdc thit tiéng Dai Han,
Y, Pirc, Phdp, Tdy Ban Nha, va Thuy Dién. Hién gidng day vin chiong va sdng tdc tai dai hoc New York. Dé tai
ol troi trong cdc tdc pham ciia Danticat l di ddn, lich sit, tinh duc va gidi tinh, nhitng van dé hdu-thudc-dia
thitong trice dm dnh tdm thitc nguoi luu vong, di ddn hay trong mdt chinh guvén vita dugc tw do. Hiu qud ciia
chuyén di din hdu- thude-dia, giao cdt véi nhitng véin dé chiing tde, giai cdp, ngdn ngit, gidi tinh — chong chéo
trong b1 canh xuyén qudc gia, trong doi séng nhitng ngudi Haiti phdn tdn - ¢6 tdc dung nhu o7 kéu citu trong cdc
tdc phdim cia c6. Vi mot thai do niéu bigu ciia thi truomg vin chuwong dong chinh, Paule Marshall & nhdn xét
nhit sau vé vin nghiép Danticat: “Mét ddt nudc Haiti cdm Iling da tim duwoc tiéng néi cida minh — qua vin
chuong.” Co phdi Haiti da tim ra tiéng ndr hay nhitng ngudi da rriing chi thodt ra khéi hoi ching diéc bdm sinh khi

cd nhifng tiéng ndi duge dao tgo tir nhitng tricong 6c Au My ?

ot thing nita sé ding 7 nim tron Y

ngay anh quen vd anh. Con s6 7, con

6 anh vin xem thuding, biy gidf nghiém

ra, lai mang § nghia su ddm. C6 7 ngay & giita

nhitng phi€u lwdng. Ngay lam viéc ctia anh dai 7

ti€ng, khong k€ git in trfa. Ban dém, anh lam thém

viée khac, 7 ti€ng nita. Vi tudi tac ctia anh, 7 § vi
tri cudi, ba mudi bay.

Va bay gits, chi con 7 ti€ng ddng hd, vd anh s& téi.
Nhung c6 I€ 1au hon vi hai quan phai khiam hanh Iy
clia ¢d theo thi tuc. Cd it lan vao dam déng chd anh
phia bén kia clia kinh cha phi truong JKE. D6 chi la
gia thuyét néu chuyén bay dén tirPort-au-Prince khong
bi tré nhu thong 1& hay bi hity bé.

Anh séng dubi tang ham mot c¢in nha cho thué
vung East Flatbush, Brooklyn va tro chung vai hai
ngudi dan dng khac. Anh don phong minh sach sé dé
dén vg. Chiéc 40 sd mi mau do da bi anh quiing vao
sot rac vi anh biét cd rat ghétné. Anh 1én liu mbt bao
choba chii nha biét vd anh sip dén. Ba la mot k€ toan
vién nguoi Haiti. Ba baovéi anh

“Toi nghi viéc vo anh dén, khong thanh vin dé”.
Ba dang ham néng thic an dong lanh

“To1 hy vong cb ta Ja ngui sach s&”

“Co Ay sach Jam”. Anh tra l&i.

Trong nha nay, anh mdi chi dugc thiy cin bép. Ba
gitf né rat sach, khong mdt vétban. Bat dia nAim ngan
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nip trong ti ché. Ciin phodng lic nio cing thdm ngat
mit nhua thong.

“Anh da bao cho mAy anh kia bi€t chua?”. Bahoi.

Ba m& 10 nudng va mang ra hai dia nho banh pho
mat dau tay.

Anh néi “Téi d& bao ho roi”

Anh ch¥f ciu néi ba s& tinh thém tién nha, vi trong
hop ddng cho thué ghi, chi mdt ngutii(khong phai hai),
mot ngudi dan ong doc than.

Ba thém. “Toi khong bi€t phai sip x€p th€ nao
néu ai ciing c¢6 vd dén & chung.”

Anh khdng diam i€t 16 v&i ba Michel va Dany
ciing ¢6 vd. Tuy nhién anh khong 6 vd ho co tdi day
d khong,

“ Mot ngudi phu nif sOng gitia 3 ngudi dan ong”.
Ba néi. “C6 I& vo anh s& cam thdy bit tién” .

Anh mu®n néi v6i ba, vo anh khdng phicn ha dicu
d6, cho hay khodng cho, & quyét dinh ciia ba. Anh da
chufn bi sin ciu ra 10i, khi thiy ba 6 ra khdng hai
long Iim vé swhién dién sap dén clia vd anh. Anh s&
don ra riéng va fim phong tro khac.

B md ngan ti iy mudng, nia, bao.

“Puidc1di, bay gitia dau thang, anh phéi trd nguyén
thing nhé”

“C4m on ba nhiéu, Madame”. Anh noi.

Liic budc xudng thang lau, anh t trich minh sao
20i ba I Madame, sao hanh dong nhwmbt tén diy 16
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sau 1i phan ciia chii vAy. That ra, anh to ra ton trong
ba khong phai vi ba & tang 16p xa hoi cao hon, vi ba
néi dudc tiéng Phap hay vi anh §d6 5 nim va chi phai
trh 350 d6 mbi thAng ma vi vd, anh da t0 ra lich sur vdi
bé.

Sau khi néi chuyén véi ba chii nha, anh thay co
diéu cAn phai néi thém véi hai ngudi ban tro chung
Mot ngay trudc khi vd t6i, anh gap ho. Anh thay ho
chi miic chi€c quén diii 16ng 120, khong do 16t va dao
ddi mét Ity 39 thi€u nga vE phia anh.

“Tui bay hi€u ma, cd ta Ja phu ni¥". Anh n&1 voi
ho.

Anh khéng lo cb ta s& ndi gidn khi thdy ho nhu
viy(ho chi co xwong va da). Tuy nhiCn sw'an mac ghn
nhr lod th cha ho s& am ¢d kho chin vi anh con nhd
co rat nhay cam.

Hai nguti ban tora
cam thong. Michel

sém trifi con nhA nhem t61. Céc ngu®i dan ba nay
phin 16n da c6 gia dinh, ban trai, fiance hay ngubi
yéu. Ho ddi véi anh khong c6 nghia gi.

Michel, nguti da tr& thanh muc su’ § mot nha thd
nhd gan Rendez-Vous va chura bao gid ting khiéu vii
& do, cudi 16n nhao anh.,

“Con ga trong thoi khong con gay sung nita”

Michel thém ““ Nifa cudc dti con lai may danh cho
chia la vita”.

Dany khoi hai “ Toi qua, chéa cling khong biét
[am gi v&i nita ddi con lai cha may™.

Khong con nifa nhiing trd chdi Domino ve khuya.
S& dién thoai ctia nhiing phu nit ma anh c6 tf nam
nam qua & di vao qua khit (anh ciing khong cin ho
goi anh lam gi).

Bay gits chi con ndi lo ling khong nhin diénra ve

mit v minh khi

néi ‘“Néu Ta vd tao..”
Dany gat daunoi theo
“Tao ciing cam thiy
viy th61”. Ho sé€
khodac thém 4o
choang nhu Michel
hita.

Thuc ra, ho khong
cO céi 4o choang nao

cA - ca ba déu 1o diéu
nay. Nhung Michelsé
mua dé to ra ton trong
vd anh. Michel, 40 S
tudi, ngudi 16n tubi s e

nhit trong bon da

khuyén anh nén trang

tri lai cin phong. Anh nén mua hoa Iua, gily dan
tuting(khong phai tranh khod than) va huong licu lam
thom cin phong, thit miti Vanila s& dé chiu hdn mui
nhua thong ciia ba chii nha.

Dany nhic lai k¥ niém nhitng bubi t6i ho hay di
choi véi phau. Nhiing dém di khiéu vii & Rendez-
Vous(bay gitf 1a hop dém Cenegal) . Tuy nhién ho
khong thuting di nita it ngay ndi nay trd nén ndi ti€ng
vi Abner Iouima bi bit & day, bi hanh hung va cuGng
d&m trong mét tram cAnh sat gan bén. Anh bio Dany
dung nhic gi d&n chuyén vui chdi nay. V¢ anh khong
biét g} v cit dinh ninh anh Ia mOt nguti chan chi hat
bt chi biet lam viéc.

Ban ngay anh [am lao cong cho triing dai hoc
Medgar Evers College, dém lau chui quét don cho
b&nh vien Kings County Hospital. Anh cling daunhem
chuyén lau lau anh dem phu nit vé phong nhiing budi

anh difng gita
dam dong nhiing
ngudi doi chuyén
bay dén
Kingston, Santo
Domingo va Port-
au-Prince.

Nghi d€n dé
anh thiy vui va tu
= dung mudn nhay
= cing len chup lay

i bat off nguti dan
ba nao 6 nét hao
hao nhit bifc hinh
i T mdi nhit cd virta

Anh Bang Tha The  gdi cho anh.

Ho dang ki€m
soat hanh Iy ctia cb. Tai sao lai phai kham? Co chi co
céi 16 vdi gdm vai mén qua cho chong va nhiing mon
mi ngubi théin cd khong chan lai kip saukhi giai thich
cho ¢b bi&t bén d6 cai gi ciing cb, ditg “chd cli ve
rimg”. Riéng cd, vai bd dd 16t, 40 ng, chi€c jumper
dd va cai 4o dAm mau xanh cdng chia ¢b dang mac
trén ngudi. Co da nghe theo kinh nghi€ém nhithg nguti
di trubic g6i cin than it cA nhy qua Ging d€ tranh hii
quan md ra & phi trutng New York. Bay gid nhin
nhAn vién hai quan dang xé toac tiing mon qua, nhiing
ménh giay gbi bay ta tdi, ¢d thiy hdi di cho cong trinh

“Kisalye?”. Vién chiic hai quan gid cao mot mon
qua trude khi md va quathoi ¢d bang thitti€ng Creole
ngong nghiu.

“Ci nay [ cdi gi?”. CO cudng 1én khong con biét
né I ci ginita. Co chi cbn bi€t do4n theo hinh dang
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va kich thudc théi. Ong ta md hét cic goi qua. Nao [
Xo#i, mia, cam, mit vo budi, dau phong, hat diéu,
miit dira, trai bd, ci ph&. A I& hip, it ca di vio cii
thiing ric xanh c6 v& hinh rau o, trii cay bi mdt vach
do to tuing vach ngang.

Duting nhw chi 6 mot mon duy nhét c6 the thoat
clia h&i quan Ia cai géi nho dung Iong gh ma chong cd
thuding ding d€ ngoay tai. Liic trudc, ngay tir khi anh
di, cd da timg thit ngoay nhiing cong 1dng nay vao tai
nht anh va kham pha ra chiing tao dudc khoai cam
goi la jwisans tiic khoai lac hay mot thi tuyét dinh 4i
an. Cd tr nhi c6 1€ nhiing chudng trinh TV ngoai
quic nbi ding khi c6 cau “Tinh duc hiu nhv nim
gitia hai tai*”,

Khi nhén vién hai quan cam dén géi l-::ng ga, dng
nhin chim bamrm quay qua cd. Anh mit dng ludt
chim trén mit i dén tai ¢b. Di nhién, bng da timg
thiy nhiing cong long ga nay. Ri chiing ciing di vio
thiing rac, chung s6 phan véi nhithg mén kia.

Khi dng thi hanh xong nhiém vu, ¢d chi con mot it
d6. Hanh I¥ gity nhe ténh lam c6 di nhanh hon.

o theo sau mdt ngudi dan dng dang dy xe, chiéc
xe denh dang dudi sitc ning clia ba ci hdp 16n. Thinh
finh ¢ thdy minh ding trudc mdt cifa ki€ng tw dong,
(6 ding, thi n6 dong, co nhich tdi trude nd md va cd
d nhin thiy anh. Anh dm chim va bong cd lén héng
mit dat. Lic anh tha cd xudng, cd méi thuc su tin ¢d
dang & mot noi khac, mit dat khic, trong mdt quéc
gia khac.

Anh ¢6 the cAm dudc cd hanh phiic nhu nhitng biic
hmhcngdmhnanhmaanhdangtremtmnhﬁrﬂgd
dau glu'fmg Trén dubing l4i xe v€ nha anh sujt dung
xe hai Jin. Anh ciing khong 1o tai sao anh l4i xe
nhanh nhu th€. Ho Iuot sd nhiing mAu chuyén nho,
kiém ké lai tinh trang sic khoé gia dinh, ban be va
nguti than. Co6 khong di sdu vao chi ti€t chuyén clia
bt crai. Ngubi thi chét, nguti con song. Anh ciing
khong nhd hét. C6 ¢6 vé& map hon liic anh di, & day
ngudi ta thuting goi Ia c6 da, c6 thit. Diéu 6 thé nhan
10 la ¢d da vao tiem lam toc vi toc ¢d dude chai khéo
va sin séc can thin, cong thém mdt bii téc gia két
phia sau dau. C6 thom phitc miti nudc hoa chanh.
Anh chi mudn mau mau dua cd vé nha, vé& phong
minh(néu cin phong d6 dudc xem nhv nha anh)
Anh con mudn thau ngén khoAng cich giita hai n guii,
hon 6 cho d&n khi ¢6 khong odn khong khi d€ thé va
anh ciing vy, khdi thé huon.

Chuy€n di dén vita 10i goi anh nhd hdm chii anh
la1 dua hai ngutii di hutng dém triing mat & khach san
[f¢ Hotel, anh da nan ni 6ng l4i nhanh hon Vi séng
hom sau anh phéi [én may bay v& New York, D&m
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do6 anh khong biét rang, ba}f nam sau anh méi gip co
lan nita. Anh du tr tit cA. Anh bi€t anh khong thé
hop thiic hod tinh trang di trii cia hai ngudi ngay dudc
vi anh chi dudc huu lai voi mét chi€u khéan du khach.
Nhung anh da Iam viéc cuc nhoc dé cb tién, im mét
ludt su' lo thé xanh cho hai nguti. Thé xanh méat 6
nam 9 thang mdi xong. Tuy nhién, gy ¢d da § day,
dang ngim nhiihg bitc nh treo tuting ma tdng nhu
ngudii trong anh khong phai Ia cb.

“Em nhé bic d6 khong?”. Anh héi d€ x4c dinh va
chi vao mdt tim Anh dugc 16ng khung 8x12. Cb dang
nam trén tim thdm dé trdi ghn cAy giang sinh bé ti
trong phong chup dnh. “Em gdi cho anh Noel nim
10i?”. Condinhd. Trong anh, cb nhin giéng nhw dang
tuyét vong, cd tim df cich d€ gdi anh nhé d&n cb.

Anh bao “ Anh khong bao gif quén em, dit modt
glay”

o kéu khat.

“Em mudn udng gi?”. Anh liétké cac thitc ung
trai ciy anh mua ngoai chd clia ngudi Cuba dudi
dutng. Cé du thit, anh chac [a ¢ thich, du df, xoki,
01, thom va méng cAu.

“Mot chit mude I3 théi” C6 thém “Lanh nhé anh”

Anh khong muén bd ¢d mot minh khi anh di ra
bép lAy nuc. Néu anh c6 thé goi xuyén tubing nhd 1
ban I3y diim anh da goi roi. Tuy nhién ¢ 1& chiing 4n
trong phong khéa kin cita danh cho tr do cho anh.
Khi anh ¢ lai véi ly nubc, c¢d xem cd bui bam gi
khong va ndc can. Dubing nh ¢& chua ubng gi tir
sang toi gid.

“ Em udng nita khéng?”. Anh hodi. C8 lic din.

Anh nghi that kh6 d€ dién ta bang ti€ng Creole
chit yéu, renmen, vi thé khi néi yéu cd, anh cf ging
dimng tAt ca moi tir ngit @€ dién tA cubing d6 méanh Liét
cua né. Tinh yéu d6, nghy cang sau dam i ngay xa
€0, ménh mong va bat ngét hon dai dudng ¢d mdi bay
qua. DE tranh phéi lap lai nhitng ciu finh yéu im
cAm udt 4t, anh nhdy chdm 1én ngubi cd va de cb
xudng giwng. Co khong con vé nhiit nhat, e then
dém tin hon nita. C6 kéo manh chi€c ci vat den clia
anh dén ndi cin c6 4t phai sung vi1 Ién. Anh hiim h&
cdi ndt 4o dam, ném qua modt bén, trong khi ¢ nhanh
tay odi chi€c sd mi tring dudc hd ciing va i thing
nép ki lubing cia anh

Anh da khong bit miéng ngan ti€ng rén cha cb
nhw di du tinh. Anh méc k& Iii ban c6 nghe tiéng rén
hay khong. Anh thodng nghi that ti€c cho ho néu ho
chua dugic trdi qua nhiing gidy phat tuyét voji nhit vay.

Anhmét fiingudi khi cd khoac thm khiin trdi ginting
quén quanh ngwdii di vo phong tim.

“Anh dua em di nhé” Anh bao.



“No No” co ndi ““ Em tim ra ma”

Anh khéng thé ngin dude khdng ngim
c¢d dang quay ngutsi, bi€n di. Anh nghe
tieng dong dudi b&p, cd ndi chuyén véi
ban anh, gidi thigu chinh minh. Anh bat
diy budc ngay ra khoi giuting khi nghi
dén ¢d khong ¢6 gi trén nguti ngoai tim
khin trai giuvbng. Khi anh vita t6i clia,
anh dung co dang budc trd vao.

C6 nd1 véi anh co hai nguth dan 6ng
chdi Dominoes trong b&€p miic 4o choang
hong bang Satin bong.

Anh di l]am lai ngay hom sau cling vdi
hai ngutii ban va khong quén dua co chia
khoa ciia v&i 161 dan ditng md cita cho ai
Vao.

Anh chi cho ¢ cich x{t dung 1o nuéng
va phudng phap do tim cac dai phat thanh
Haiti trén chi€c Radio AM/FM dau
giutng. .

(o day tré, nam nudng, nhd lai dém
qua va trin cuti cia hal nguti khi anh
cho cb biét lii ban anh vi mubn ton trong
oo dd vdi va di mua triing hai chi€c 4o
choang phu nik. |

Ho Iam finh lAn nita va lan nita. Ho
ging bio nhau ¢b giif im lang tuyét doi.
Tétca 71an, anh d€m- moi cii tiidng trung
cho modtnam hai dGa xa nhau- nhung theo
cb d€m thi it hon.

Anh nhic ¢6 minh da Jdy nhau, Iam
phép cudi trude cha, trudc chila, khong
viéc gi phai mic c¢f. Diéu anh nhic
that quan trong vi né tudng truing cho
st gan b6 hdp phap gitta hai nguti hon
I3 mot 161 hita sudng. Vi th€ cho di
n€u ho c6 la nan nhin cha su chd ddi
cling khdng dé dé ho bd nhau. Ho da
ki gidy, roi nhau, viét thy, néi chuyén
dién thoai vé viéc nay. Anh khéng
muén rdfi cd lan nita d 1a mot gidy.
Anh da xin cha cho anh nghi mdt ngay
nhung dng tir chdi. It ra ho ciing cé
nhifng ngay cudi tudn, thit bdy va chi
nhit, d€ lam nhitng di€u ho muén Jam
nhv di khiéu vii ngdm canh, dao phd
va fim chd tro m&i. Chic hin cb phai
thich mdt cin hd riéng d€ tha hd lam
tinh bao nhiéu cling dudc ma khéng lo
ling vé viéc nhitng ngudi din dng mac
40 choang dan ba nghe thay.

tu Xuat

(ngudh dan 6ng)

Khong the tiong duoc

ngidi ta cé the ty giam 20 ndm trong dong tu
miéng ngdm thien* thay com

thé day hoi banh thdnh

khai sdng bing hao quang ciia chiia

ngudc mdt len trang xéa do choang litng Iy
khong ai tim dioc lita trong mdt me Maria
nlulng

anh dda nhin ra mau dé

mdu cua finh yéu va quy dii

noi hang chit EXIT cdnh cita sau nha nguyén
va anh dira o do

(ngudsi dan ba )

Khéng ai biét duge

thé gidi nguvi dan ba khong thinh gidc

& dong tu Kamakura (cdm dan éng vio)

hén dpn vii, Phat, Kinh phdp cii

con may mula cam

khéng tieng cuc tic goi dam budi sém con ga di,
pliit domg tinh co gidt nhitng bong may mau xdm
khong tieng xé toac da thit

OPEN WIDE

xite gidc khai hoa

Va em di ra khéi ni vién nhu the

trinh thanh thay

Chii thich

* “Thién" d day chi “Thién niém” hay “Tram tudng” dich U chd
“Contemplation” cia ddng tu Dominic, Cdng gido
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Bubi trua dién thoai reo vang. Anh goi. Anh héi
cb dang lam gi. C6 nam va k€ anh nghe c6 di niu
nudng va in Xong rdi. Anh hdi ¢d dn gi. C6 bao
tring vi ¢6 doan trong i lanh th€ nio ching c6
trimg. Anh lo ¢b ¢ nha mdt minh s& phat ngay. Cb
ndi khong dau, cd dang nghe dai va viét thu vé nha.
Sau khi cap dien thoai, c0 van radio 1én. Cd do tim
nhiing dai ma anh da chi cho ¢6. C6 mimg 3 khi
nghe ducc ho néi ti€ng Creole, C6 ci Am nhac nita,
mot ban nhac t€n Top Vice da hat bai “konpa”. Co6
ddi qua dai khac c6 muc déi thoai véi thinh gid. Ho
dién thoai vao dai ban lun vé mdt ngudi co hai
giong miu M§ va Haifi t&én Patrick Dorismond bj
gi€t chét. Cinh satdi bin anh ta § Manhattan. Bdng
duing c6 muén goi cho anh nhung anh khong d€ s&
lai dién thoai. CO nam xudng trim khén trai giuting
qua dau vi chim chii ling nghe nhitag thinh gia
thay phién nhau phat bi€u ¢ ki€n, hét ngudi nay t6i
ngudti kia. St phin uit moi ldc ting dan.

Liic anh v€ t6i nha, anh thdy 6 da ding hét it
ca nhifng gi ¢d luc dudc trong ti lanh dé sita soan
mot bita dn di cho 4 ngutii. C6 nhéin manh, ching
ta phai ddi ban anh in cling, méc di anh chi ¢6 vai
ti€ng dong hd trrde khi di lam ca dém. Lic in cdm,
ban anh khen ngdi long nhiét thanh clia c6. Anh
cam nhén dudc bita 4n da cho ho cii cAm gidc 4m
cing gia dinh ma ho [a mdt thanh phian. Ho trong
hanh phiic, in udng thodi mai va nhai chim hdn
moi lan. Thuting thuting ho ditng d€ 4n & quay thuc
phAm #n lién clia ti&m Tau hay Jamaica duéi dutng,
Dém nay ho néi chuyén mot chit tnr6e khi bit ddu
thil tuc ciu nguyén thugng d€ trong bita com. Ban
anh doi rita chén sau khi &n. Anh nghi, ho di li€m
sach trudc khi ria.

Anh va ¢b vé phong, Ién giuting ngdi nghi. Anh
cit nghia tai sao anh [am 2 ca. Mot phin d€ khoa
lap n6i trong tréi thi€u ¢6, nhung phin chinh d& nubi
thin va gitp d& cd @ Port-au-prince. Biy gitf thi
phai danh dum tien d€ don ra riéng, budc k& tiép 1
mot ci nha. Cd 6 ¥ mudn di lam gitp anh. C6 da
hoc xong 16p thu ky c6 1& s& ding dude & diy. Anh
béo trudc cho ¢ bi€t vi khong ndi dudc ti€ng Anh,
c6 the cd phai bit ddu nhu mdt nguthi may gia cong
J mot xubng may va anh thi€p ngi. C6 danh thitc
anh day khoang 9 gid sing trude gitf di Aim. Anh
chay v0i vao phong tim rita mat, trd ra thay dd,
miéng thi nguyen riia chinh minh ngu qui ngi quén
dén tré Iam. Anh hon cb vi chay mét. Anh ghét di
lam e, ghét bi ngutii quan ¥ qué ming ciu “ co
hang tin ngubi gidng nhi anh trong thinh phd nay,
phan nita can viec lam”. C4 tudn cb & trong nha, lo
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ling buGc ra duting s& bi lac khong tim dugc duding
vé. Cong viéc thudng nhit bi€n thanh théi quen.
Sing c6 diy nghe tin tic & day va noi qué nha. O
mdt ndi ndo dé khdng xa chd ¢ &, ngudii ta xudng
duting, bi€u finh phin d6i cii chét clia Dorismond,
vét thuong dan tdc nay xem ra cdn lan réng hon su
ndi ti€ng trudc kia clia cAu ca si lai My nay. Co
nghe trong radio ti€ng hét to 1ong 16ng * Khong o6
luit phép, khong co hoa binh” . Cd hat trong khi
ham ga va chién ca. Bubi chiéu cb viét thu vé nha,
¢0 k€ vé nhitng mén An cd niu, tranh treo trén tuding,
céic bai hat va chuyén biéu tinh trong radio. Cb vit
cho gia dinh, ban gai than thi€t da chia vui vi cb
khi c6 di doan tu, cic ngudi ban quen va ganh ti &
trudng day nghé thw ky. C6 ciing vi€t cho ban trai
va mot ngudi hang xém tot bung di dén han hoi cd
ta1 sao khoa trdi cita & trong nha ba ngay sau khi anh
Xa co.

Anh g6 ctrta 1au 1im, cd méi md. Cbd van mic
chi€c 40 liic anh di 1am. Khi cb nga vao vong tay
anh, anh hon 1én tran va mang cho ¢6 ly nudc. C6
ubng voi, nhanh dén ndi mudn sic. Pém d6 anh
niAm gan cb, trong béng toi anh thi thim day 1a finh
yéuema. Khi yéu, ngudi ta c6 thé can dim danh
déi hién tai 14y tudng lai ma ngudi ta twdng tudng,
udc mudn. Anh khing dinh véi cd ring chong cd
yéu cd IAm.

Bubi chi¢u khi ¢ vi€t thu, cd nghe ti€ng chan
ngutii di lai trén lau. Cbd d€m titng budc chan ngui
dé va ngdi doi chdng vé&. C6 mudn k€ véi anh ve
nguti hang x6m da dén nghi bén cd saungay anh di.
Va ¢ dd ngti nhiéu dém nhu thé. Cb mong trong
tudng lai vdc md thanh si thit. Ngudi ta noi khi mdi
quen nhau ngudii ta thudng néi doi, sau do Ia su that
phii phang. Nhung giifa anh va cd sé khong c két
cudc nhu vay. Tat ca s& Ja mot khdi dau dep va két
thitc ¢6 héu.

Anh gap c6 trong mt 1€ hoi trén niti vimg Jacmel.
Anh thich nhét phan cudi clia 1€ hdi dugc t chitc
mot ngay trudc ngay Leé Tro. Khi ddm ddng thAim
mét, nhitng ngudi tham du tu hop lai & bd bi€n va
ngdi dot nhitng chi€c mit na, 1€ phuc, va cic ting
tich clia cudc vui chdi say sifa miy ngay qua. C6 1a
mot trong nhifng finh nguyén vién dong vai nhifng
ke thudng vay khoc muGn clia bubi l€. Cb ding
than khéc tham thuong khi nhin nhitng vat tudng
niém 1€ hdi tir fir chay tan thanh tro trong déng hita
I6n trén bai bién.

“Papa Kanaval ou ale?”. C6 gao to trong khi
nhifng giot nudc mit 1A 1A rdi trén mit.

“Cha L€ di, cha di diurdi?". Anh chot nghi néu




!

cb 6 th€ cAm nhan dudc ndi dau khd clia mot vai
iro ma khoéc than dugc nhu th€ c6 1€ khi y&u cb
cudng nhiét hon nifa. |

Sau khi nhitng ngudi khoc mudn ra vé&, ¢d ngdi
lai cho 6i khi fung d6m lita Iui dén. Thitkho choc
cithi hay kéo ¢6 ra khoi con cdm xtdc. C6 bao anh
¢b khong bao gity khoc gid. Mbdi lan khoc cho mot
diéu gi bao git ¢b ciing khoc ludn cho nhitng diéu
khéc da ting lam co dau.

Anh da phai di lai gitta Jacmel va Port-au-prince
trong thifi gian anh ddi chi€u khan dude chip nhan.
Pén liic ¢6 ngay di, anh hoi cudi co.

Mot chidu khi di 1am vé, anh bit gip co dang
ngdi thir  mép giuting cin phong nhd, nhin nhitng
bitc hinh chia ¢o trén tung nhu' thdi mién. Khi anh
hon 1&n téc ¢d, ¢ bAt dong. Anh khong néi gi, anh
khong mudn phién nhiéu suy twdng ca cd. Anh
nhitng mudn dip tit nhitng dom hita 1€ hoi dang ruc
chay trong dau cb.

Cd thay that vui vi cudi ciing thi ngay cudi tuan
ciing d&n. Mic dit anh ngii nudng cho tdi trua, cd
thitc tir sém va chay vdi vo phong tim trudc khi
phiing ngudii ban anh diy danh chd. Cbd mic mot
chi€c 40 dé 16ng vao chiéc 4o thung vi ngdi ngim
anh trén giudng doi anh mé mit. Co hdi anh khi
anh thiic.

*“ Ching ta s€ lam gi hom nay?”.

Anh néi, gi cling dudc tiry co.

C6 ngd cd mudn xudng duding dao phd. CO mudn
an cai gi do, tio hay dii ga, mudn ra ngoai cho khuéy
khoa, cho Anh mat trdi chan hoa pha xudng mét cb.

Khi ho roi nha, ho cham trin nguti dan ba cb
nhitng budc chén di lai & ting trén cb di nghe sut
tuAn qua. Ba cutii ling I& va noi “ Bienvenue™ . Cb
lich su gt diu chao va dua tay 16i anh di.

Ho hoa nhép vao khu phd chét nich ngudi di dao
ngay thirbay. C6 ngudii mua thuc pham & quay ban
trai ciy va rau cai.

Anh hoi ¢d ¢6 mudn di xe bus khong. C6 hoi “Pi
dau?’. Anh bio “ Bat cit dau”

Trén xe bus, cO ngdi dém nhiing diy nha, bién
quang cdo, nhi thd, tram xéing. C6 d4n mét vao cla
s& dén ndi hai thd pha md cita kinh che phong canh
bén dubing. BAy gitf cd quay lai nhin anh va thay
nét ngai ngl con vuong trén mit. Anh ngdi ngim
cO, dit minh vao dia vi ¢ nhw mot nguti chan udt
chin rdo, mdi nhin thiy ndi day lin diu nhung anh
chiu thua khong tudng tudng dudc.

Anh din cd d€n cong vién Prospect Park ngay
giita Brooklyn ndi c6 bong mat, ciy cd1 va duding
mon. Ho hit siu trong cong vién cho dén khi chi

con thdy ndc clia vai cin nha bao boc chung quanh
nhv’ ngon nfii ngit ngudng trén dong bang. Ban
ngiy khi ngdi md mong, ¢o chua bao gid nghi dén
mdt ndi nhv the nay. Anh k€ 6 nghe, khudn vién
bao la nay Ia ndi anh thuting dén d€ tram tw nhitng
gi dude, mat trong doi va nghi ve tudng lai bt dinh

" dang dién bi€n khdng ngirng.

Lic ho roji cong vién di xudng con duting Parkside
Avenue, da qua 7 gity chi€u. Cb nidm tay anh tir 5
0itf 10 chibu dén givs khong rdfi(anh ghi nhan). Va
by git, khi ho dan nhau di trén con duing nhip
nhoa Anh sang, cd van giif mat md 16n, ngudc nhin
1én cira s6 nhitng cin apartment 1ap lanh phan chiéu
Anh sang mau xanh clia man truyén hinh.

Co than déi, ho quay vé dubing Flatbush Avenue,
dé ki€m gi 16t bung.

Tay trong tay, anh dan c6 xuyén dam dong theo
dudi nhitng ngudi la ma di. Mot cd dau, chi ré trang
phuc 4o cudi trong rat rudm ra, dang ditng chiin duling
khach bd hanh, chon ngudi nao c6 bo mit lanh ling
nhit dé hoi “Ban c6 mudn 1y 16i khong?”, hay
Ban ¢6 mudn cap doi vdi toi khong?”. Va “Ban ¢
mudn thiat mot cii nd finh yéu quanh co t6i va ban
khong?”. Trd dia 16 ra khi mot ngudi téi gan ho
th4o nhanh d6 ho4 trang va kham pha ra cd déu [a
dan Ong va chd ré 1a dan ba. Ho trang diém thit
khéo, chi ngui tinh mét lim m&i phat hién dudc.

Trén chuyén xe bus trOng vé nha, anh ngdi doi
dién, khong gan ¢o nhu ban sing. CO gid vif nhin
béng dém dang ludt qua cita s phia sau aph. Anh
nhin ¢6 [in nifa, 1An nay anh ¢t tdng trgng nhu hai
ngudi mdi gip nhau lan dau nhung anh chiu thua.
Cb ciing vy, c¢d ngdi nghi mién man v& qui kh,
dén budi 1€ hoi ngay xua, d€n ngay thanh hon anh
vA cd da miac 4o cudi dua nhau xudng duding hoi
ngudi qua lai co chiu 1y ho khong. Tuy nhién ho
lam trdil véi tro dia la ¢d méc 4o ¢d dbu va anh,
trang phuc chi r&. Cudi budi 1€, anh va cd da dot
hét 4o cudi bén dong ta. CH udc gi minh van con
giit chiing dé hai ngu®i c6 thé mac lai va lang thang
trén con dubing la, tai di€n cudc vui ndmnio. Nhung
cd khong bi€t ti€ng Anh, khong thé hoi nhitng bd
mét lanh lng c6 1&y minh hay khong, Anh va cd s&
di trong yén lang. Yén lang nhu mét dam cuGi dang
4m tham dién ra trong 1ong ho bay gid.

Chii thich

** Day la mat thanh nglr * Sex was mostly between the ears” hay
“The mwost important sex organ is between the ears”. Y am chi,
nhimg hinh anh, dm thanh, ngoai canh, rung cam cia sifkhich duc do
nhin thay, nghe duoc, hinh dung hay twing twgng déu duoc truyén 16i
bé 6c. Ba dc 1 tung tm tinh duc ndm giia hai tai.
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luc dia thir ba va cudi cung

jhumpa lahir
(pham thi ngoc dich theo nguyén tdc
The Third and Final Continent)

Jhwmpa Lahiri sinh ndm 1967 tai Ludn Bén — Anh Quée, san dd dinh cir tai tiéu bang Rhode Island —
My Qude. Cituhdn Van chicong Anh tai Barnard College, cao hoc van chitong vé tién st nganh Renaissance
Studies tai Boston Universiry. Tuyén tdp truyén ngdn ddu tay Interpreter of Maladies dirgc trao nhiéu gidi
thiedng quan trong: Pulitzer 2000 cho bé mén sdng tdc, gidi thigng PEN/Hemingway... , dirge dich qua 29
ngoai ngit, trd thanh bestseller trong va ngodi Hoa Ky. Gidi Pulitzer danh cho mét tuyén tdp ddu tay chivdi
9 trievén ngdn thuee sie la mét ngac nhién lén cho chinh tde gid ; nhimg theo nhitng nha phé binh thi khong
phdi chuyén tinh cd: tdt ed nhitng truvén ngdn ciia Lahiri dicge ké bang mét giong vdn tinh té, 161 cuén, va
goi cdm; trong mét hinh thite ¢é edu triic chdt ché nlue phicong trindi todn hoc.

C6 quan nigm viét nhie mdt 161 thodt hay gidi ddp cho tinh trang nhdp nhdng cita ngudi di ddn da mau;
cho cdin gide la mét ngrai la mdt vita bi thirong hai viva dwge kini trong ciing liic, vita nlidy rao vira kéo
maong cdn cirde ciing liic. Nhitng nhdn vdt ciia Lahiri, nlifng ngueoi An di dén sé luén luén e tim edch dét
tén cho chinh minh - nhiig cdi tén kép, nhitng tén goi ghép déi ghép ba, bing nhimg gach néi - nhie mét né
lite tét ciing dé khdng dinh nhan dang va bdn sae ddc thiv cila ho — nhae mét thdi d§ séng lam clii dé chinh
cho truvén dai The Namesake vita xudt bdn.

Trdn trong méi ban doc thudng thite truyén ngan dic sac diudi day do Pham Thi Ngoc dich it nguyén tdc

“The Third and Final Continent™ ndm trong tuyén tdp Interpreter of Maladies.

i roi nwde An nim 1964 vdi manh bing
kinh t& va s tién, twong dudng véi thdi
budi dé, 13 mudi do-la trong tay. Trong ba

tuan 1€, toi vugt dai dudng trén chiéc SS Roma,
mot thuong thuyén Y Pai Ldi, budng hanh khich
hang ba clia t6i sit bén budng mdy, bang xuyén
bién A Rip, Bién Do, Pia Trung Hai, va cudi
ciing thi d€n Anh Qudc. T6i cu ngu tai phia bic
Luin Pdn, & Finsbury Park, trong mét cin nha
chita toan dan 6ng Bengali ngh&o mat nhu t6i, ca
t4 mang ngudi 14 it, tit ci déu dang loay hoay dé
tu 1ap va hoc héi tai nudc ngoai.

Toi tham du cic khéa hoc & truting LSE, va lam
viéc tai thr vién dai hoc d€ sdng qua ngay. Ching
t6i ba bon dita chung nhau mdt phong, diing chung
c4i toa 1ét duy nhét, va thay phién nhau ndu nhiing
ndi ca i trifng ma chiing toi da an bang tay trén mat
ban trai gidy nhitb4o. Ngoai viéc lam sinh k&, ching
toi ¢ it trach nhiém khéc. Cudi tuan, ching tdi thu
tha chén trin, pyjama thit diy cap, udng tra va hit
thuéc Rothmans, hodc di xem déu banh cricket &
Lord’s. Ciing ¢6 nhiing 1an cudi tu4n nha chét nich
vdi khach Bengalis, nhitng ngui ching toi da lam
quen ngoai siéu thi hay trén xe dién, va vi the ching
toi nau thémra ci i triing, nghe nhac Mukhesh trén
méy bing Grundig reel-to-reel, rdi ngam chén bat
do trong bon tim. Thinh thodng c6 ngudi trong bon
tdi don ra, dé don vao véi ngusi dan ba da dudc gia
dinh hin & Calcutta chon cho hin cuéi. Nam 1969,
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khi toi da ba mudi siu tudi, hon nhin cia riéng t6i
cting dudc x€p dat. Trong cling thdji gian nay, toi im
dudc mdt viéc lam toan thdi gian tai Hoa Ky, trong
tht vién dai hoc MIT. Ludng béng cling vira dii dé
nudi vd. Toi hanh dién dude lam viec cho mot dai
hoc litng danh thé gidi, va tdi xin lanh thé xanh uu
tién cAp sau, san sang day dua cudc lit hanh cla i
%a hon nia.

Dén licnay toi dd c6 dii tién d€ di hang khong.
Trude hét, tdi bay vé Calcutta [am dim cuéi, va tuan
I& sau thi sang Boston, bit dau cdng viéc mdi. Trén
nhitng chuy&n bay nay, t6i doc séch cim nang huéng
dén hoc sinh d&n Bic M¥, mot quyén sich bia mong
toi da mua véi gia bay xu siu tai duding Tottenham
Court truGe khi roi Luan Pon, vi du khong con la
sinh vién nita t6i vin phéi tin tién nhu vay. Toi hoc
dugc ring ngudi M¥ l4i xe bén mat, khong phai bén
trdi, ho goi thang kéo la thang mAy, va dién thoai
dang xi dung l2 dién thoai ban. ‘Nhip sOng tai Bic
M§ khic han véi nhip sdng tai Anh, nhu cac ban s&
thdy. Ai cling mudn leo 1én tAng cao nhat. Dimg
nghi minh sé& dudc thudng thiic mot tach tra Anh™.
Khi chiéc phi cd bit diu ha canh xudng Cang Bos-
ton, vién phi cong thong bao thdi Gt va gid gidc,
tong thong Nixon tuyén bd ngay ca nudc dn mitng:
hai ngutii Hoa Ky vita dat chin I&én mit tring. Nhigu
hanh khéich hoan ho. “Chia ban phép lanh cho nuSe
M. (J hang gh€ bén canh, ti thdy c6 ngudi dan
ba dang ciu nguyén.




Budi toi dau tién toi ngt tai trung tAm YMCA &
Central Square, Cambridge, mt ndi 14 tic ré tién
duigc liét k& trong sich cim nang. Nai day cach MIT
mdt quang di bd, cach buu dién vai budc, va gan
siéu thi mang tén Purity Supreme. Gian phong vén
ven chi mbt chic giudng, chi€c ban, va mdt thanh
gi4 gb trén wing. TAm bién treo ngoai clta phong
ciAm ngat nfu nudng. Cla sO tran trui khéng man
che mé& vé& huéng Massachusetts Avenue, mach 16
chinh v&i hai giong huu thdng vé hai phia. Coi xe
thay phién nhau gau 6 inh 6i, loang lodng khong
ngdt dnh den cip cdu vo tan. Nhiing doan xe buyt
rin rit chay ngang, nhiing cinh clfa xe clia chiing
md va dong xap lai manh mé tao nén dm thanh nhw
gi6 hii sust dém. Sw 6n 2o Ay 1a n6i kho chiu thuting
true, 1im Iac dén mic ngdp thd. N6 thim shu vao
tin Xwong sudn toi, hét nhu ti€ng may gao thét thinh
nd cha chi€c SS Roma nam xua. Nhung d day, toi
khong c6 san tau dé€ t6n, khong o6 mit bién 6ng
4nh d€ kich thich tim hon, khéng c6 g6 lam dju
miit, khdng ngudi dé€ o chuyén. Toi qua mét mdi
@& con cb thé mic quan ngi réo budc qua nhiing
hanh lang tim t&i cia YMCA. Toi ngoi tru6e ban,
nhin qua clia s6 d€n tda d6 chinh Cambridge va mot
day tiém tap héa lup xup. Sang ra, toi trinh di¢n s¢
[am & Thu Vién Dewey, médt kién tric giong nhu
mdt cii phdo dai mau niu nhat ndm trén duting
Memorial. Toi cling di md trudng muc ngin hang,
thué hop thu, va mua bo bat dia tai tiém Woolworth,
mot cai t&n tdi da bi&t d€n khi con § Ludn Don. Toi
vao chd Purity Supreme, rdo di réo lai d€ chuyén
ounce sang gram, va so sanh gid ca véi bén Anh.
Cudi cliing, t6i mua hop sita tudi nho va mot hop
cOm ngd. Pay 1a bita in dau tién cia toi tai My, trén
chi€c ban nhé. Toi chudng mén nay hon hamburg-
ers hodc hot dogs, vi n6 [a mdt Iua chon vira tii ticn
so vdi nhitng mon in khac trong cac quan ca phé
trén Massachusetts Avenue. Va lai, t6i chua hé tiéu
thu thit bd. Ngay ¢4 cong viéc gidn di nhu mua sita
doi v6i tHi gity diy trd thanh rat mdi mé. Bén Lufin
Pbn, ngudi ta giao sita hang ngay, trong chai thuy
tinh @€ triéc cita nha moi sang.

Sau mbt tudn 1& tdi thay tam thich dng. Toi an
. cbm ngd voi sita hai bita sing t61, mua thém chudi
:dc thay vi. ding mudng cit ting khoanh chudi nho

" vio bat ¢Om. Thém vao db, toi mua tra va lo thiy
tinh ma ngu®i bin hang ¢ Woolworth da goi do la
binh thity (lo thity tinh, &ng ta giAi thich, chi ding dé
dung whiskey, mot thit ma toi chua he bi€t dén).
Vi cai gia twdng dudng véi mot ly tra & ngoai quan
ca phé, i ché nuGc soi diy binh dem di m mdi

sdng d€ pha ding bon ly tra t6i s& udng trong mdt
nghy. Toi mua binh sita 16n hdn, va bit cit né & goc
khut ning bén clia s, nhi 161 da thily ¢6 ngudi cu
trfi tai YMCA 1am vay. D€ cho qua thi gith vao bubi
chiéu, t6i doc nhat bao The Boston Globe ndi phong
doc chung & lau du6i, mit gian phong rdng rai co
ctta s& kinh hoa. Toi doc hét cac bai b4o va doc lubn
cA cAc bai quang cio, d€ 1am quen vdi cai la, va khi
méi mit thi t6i ngh. Chi ¢6 vin dé [a toi khong dudc
yén gidc. Mdi 51 toi phai md toang cilfa so d€ lam
thoang khong khi bung bit trong phong, rdi lai chiu
khong thau su On 20 bén ngoai. Toi nam bit tai trén
chi€c giuting x&p, nhung khi thi€p ngi tay 6i xudi
di va Am thanh bén ngoai lai danh thiic to1 day. Long
chim bb ciu bay phat phd bén ngoai roi du lai bén
khung cita, v c¢6 budi chi€u khi t6i chan sita [én
cOm toi thiy sita da chua dong vang. Du vay, toi
quyét chi & lai YMCA dt sau tuan, cho d&n khi gidy
thong hanh va thé xanh cla vd toi da san sang. Khi
ning sang, t61 phai thué nha ti t€, nén thinh thoang
t6i doc muc rao vit trén nhat bao, hoac duing lai vin
phong gia cu tai MIT trong git giai lao d€ tim nha
vita voi tai tién ctia minh. Qua cAch nay ma t6i da
fim dugc mdt cin nha trong khu phd yén finh, véi
gia tam db-la mot tuan. Toi ghi s6 dién thoai nay
vao sach cAm nang, v goi tit mdt chi€c dién thoai
cong cong, tim cho di tién ¥ ndm bac cic toi chua
quen, nho va nhe han dung shilling ciia Anh, ning
va bong hon dong paisa clia An.

“Ai 67" Ngudi dan ba hoi. Giong ndi ba sit
thép, 4m thanh vang.

“Da, chiio madame. Toi mudn héi vé phong
cho thug”.

“Harvard hay Tech vay?”
“Xin 161, ba n6i chi?”

“Cau la sinh vién Harvard hay Tech?”

Poan rang Tech cd nghia tir Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, toi dip, “to1 lam viéc cho
thu'vien Dewey™. va ngap ngiing n6i thém, “0 Tech”.

“Tdi chi cho mAy thing Harvard hay Tech thué
phong thoi!™”
“Vang, madame”.

Toi 18y dudc dia chi va cai hen bay gitf chicu
hom d6. Ba mudi phit tride gidh hen, tO1 roi chd &,
sdch cAm nang trong tii, miéng thom phiic mui thudc
siic miéng Listerine. Toi r& xudng mdt con duling
hai bén rdp bong ca}f, cat ngang v Massachusetts Av-
enue. Nhiing canh cb dai moc troi 1én tir nhiing ré
nitt dudi 161 di. D trdfi nong, tdi vin mic 4o khodc
ngoai va deo ca vat, trinh trong nhu di phong vin.
Toi chua hé & chung nha véi ngudi ndo khong phai
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ngudi An. Ngbi nha, chung quanh dudc rao bing
mdt vong hang rao sit, mang nudc son tring va vién
ciita sO nau. Khac vdi loai nha vién vach toi da biét
bén Luin Pon, ngdi nha nay diing riéng ré, bon mét
tuding bén ngoai ki€n tric gd, vdi nhiing bui ciy lién
ki€u leo 1&n vach tuding truSc va hai bén nha. Khi
toi nhan chudng, ngudi dan ba trén dién thoai khi
nay the thé hét 1&n tf phia bén trong canh ctra, “Tam
dn chd mot phiat!™

Nhiéu phiit sau cifa dude md bdi mot ngudi dan
ba nho thé, gia khdc. M4 toc tring nhy tuy&t dudc
x€p datngay ngin nhu' mot cai bi nhé trén mém dau
ctia ba. Pang khi toi budc chan vao nha, ba ngdi
xudng trén bang gh& gd k& bén canh chin ciu thang
dan 1én lau. Khi d3 ngdi xudng, ngdi ngay giita ving
anh sang, ba ngudc mat nhin toi bang mot suf chi §
tuyét doi. Ba mic vdy dai mau den ma khi ba ngdi
xudng chi€c vay bung ra nhu mot chi€e 16u dudc
trai rong trén san nha, va mét chi€c sd mi tring G
thing nép c6 vién rém d ¢§ va tay do. Doi tay ba,
nhitng ngén tay dan lai vdi nhau va dit trén long, c6
nhitng ngén tay dai va xam xit, d6t xudng sung vii,
mong day va vang &. Tudi gia da xoa di sfc nét
khi€n ba trong gan gidng dan dng v8i dbi mit hip
hi va hai n€p gip & hai bén mili. D6i mdi ba, kho va
tdi, dd gan nhu bién mat, va ciip chin may thi hoan
toan khong con nita. Ba trong that dit din.

~ “Khéa clta!” Ba ra [énh. Ba n6i nhwhét di t6i chi
ditng cach day vai bugc. “Gai then bén trén va nhin
nit § 6 khéa nim cita. Day Ia viéc dAu tién phai lam
khi dd budc vao nha, ciu hi€u chua?”

Ton khoa cita nhurba ta bao, va quan sat bén trong,
Bén canh bing gh€& ba dang ngoi 13 mot chi€c ban
tron nho, chin dudc che kin, nhu chan cua ba gia,
bang mdt chi€c khin ban phit dai. Trén mat ban 1a
chiéc den, may truyén thanh, mdt vi da nho, va cii
dién thoai. Cay giy go phtt mdt 16p bui méng dung
canh do. Bén phai to1 14 phong khach chia toan
nhitng gi4 sach va ban gh€ méng thi cii kj. Géc
phong c6 ké mot chi€c dudng cAm dong ndp, trén
d6 chit 1én titng chong gidy t. Thi€u chi€c gh&
dan, co 1€ chinh Ia bang gh& ba dang ngdi. Dau dé
trong nha, dong hé treo tuding dd by tiéng.

“Cau ding gity didy!” Ba cu tram trd. “Toi mudn
cAu tra tién nha ciing ding ky nhv vay”.

161 c6 14 thu nay, madame”. Trong tdi 4o khodc

clia t0i |4 thu ching nhén t6i 1A nhin vién ctia MIT.

Ba Iudt qua 14 thu, roi can than trao lai cho toi,
nam viing trong tay nhu diy [a mét dia diy #p thic
an chi khong chi |2 mdt t gidy tam thuting. Ba
khong deo kinh va toi thic mic ba c¢6 doc mét chif
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nao trong d6 ching.

“Cai thing & diy trudc ciu bao gidf ciing tré! N6
ng toi tim dong! Bon Harvard bay git khéng nhu
trudc! Chi ¢6 Harvard hodc Tech méi dudc & day
thoi! Tech bay gid ra sao, nhai con?”

“Kha”.

“Céu khéa cira chua?”

“Roi, madame”,

Ba dép tay xudng chd gh€ tring va bio i ngdi
canh. Trong gidy lat ba bong trd nén thinh ling. Roi
ba cit ti€ng, nhu the ba Ia ngudi duy nhét vira ¢ thitc
dudc mot sif kign mdi meé.

“Cd Hoa K¥ dang hién di€n trén mat trang!”

“Vang, madame”. TruSc diy, toi khong nghi ngdi
nhi€u vé chuyén mét tring. Chuyén nay di nhién da
dugc bdo chi tudng trinh day di tiing loat. Cac phi
hanh gia da dat chin dén bén by cha Bién Ling,
tham hi€m xa hon bat cit thii dai nio trong lich sit
vian minh. Ho thim do mit tring, thu nhit da soi, ta
vé mot cinh hoang ving hing vi, dién dam clng
tong thdng, va cim c¥ Ién cung tring. Chuyén du
hanh dugc xem nhw mot thanh tich vi dai nhét cla
nhén loai. Toi dA xem nhiéu hinh anh chi€ém timg
trang bao The Boston Globe, phi hanh gia trong
nhitng b 4o bay, sinh hoat thudng din da nhu thé
nao trong chinh gidy khic phi hanh doan dat chan
Ién mat tring trong mdt budi tra Chit Nhat. Mot
nguti dan éng dang cheo thuyén, radio di st tai.
Mot nguti dan ba dang nuéng banh cho con chau.

Ba lao chdt hii, “Cd Hoa Ky trén cung tring,
nhai con! Tuyét di¢u khong?”

“Vang, madame”,

Nhung ba khong hai long véi cau tra 161 cia t61.
Ba ra Iénh, “Noi fueyét di”.

Toi vira bdi o1 vira cam thay bi khinh thuting.
161 nh@ cach phai hoc lau ban cltu chudng cia ngay
xwa con bé, ngdi x€p biang, khong gidy khong bit,
trén san 16p hoc clia trudng tieu hoc & Tollygunge.
Téi cling hoi tudng ngay dén ngay cudi, khi t6i phai
lap di lap lai sau vi chli t€ 1€ cudi nhitng ciu kinh
Sanskrit bat tin, nhifng ciu kinh k& khé hi€u di chip
ndi tdi va ngudi dan ba i goi 1a vd. Toi im lang,

“Néi fuyét di”’. Ba Lo lai 1éo nhéo 1An nita.

“Tuyét”. Toi li nhi, va lai phai gao 1&n, lap lai lan
thit hai, d€ ba ta nghe. Tinh tinh t6i nhd nhe nén
khong dam néi to v61 mot ngud dan ba t61 vira mdi
gap, nhung ba ta duting nhu’ khong gian. Ngudc lai,
cAu trd 10 ¢6 I€ da Jam ba hai long vi ménh Iénh k&
ti€p clia ba nhu sau:

“Di xem phong di”.

Toi roi gh€ va budc 18n ciu thang hep 16t tham.



Trén au ¢6 nam c4nh cita, mdi bén hanh lang 14 hai
cita va ctfa kia & goc cudi cling. Chi c6 mdt cifta dudc
hé md. Gian phong nay ¢6 chi€c giuting do1 k& dudi
tran nha dBc thoai thoai, chi€c thAm niu hinh biu
duc, bon rita mit v6i Ong nudc dé hd khdng che day,
va mdt chi€c th c6 nhiéu ngin. Mot cAnh cita, son
tring, dAn vAo th quan 4o, va mot cifa khic md vao
phong vé sinh. Tudng din gidy x4m c6 ké nhiing
duting ké maungi. Clia s6 md, gi6 lha lam lay dong
chi€c man. Toi vén man xem xét quang canh: sin
nhé phia sau, vai ciy an trdi, vA hing diy phdi quan
40. Toi vita § ldm. Tir dudi gac, ti€ng ba gia vong
I€n:

“Cau quy€t dinh th€ nao?”

Khi t6i tré xudng va cho ba ciu tra 101, ba md
chi€c vi da trén ban,
luc va moc ra chiéc
chia kh6a bubc ling
ling mot sgi diy
thi€c. Ba néi phia
sau [a nha bép. Toi
dugc tha hd ding
bép védi diéu kién
sau khi diing to1 phat
tra n6 vé finh trang
trude khi dung.
Khin tim va khin
trai giudng déu co
san, nhung viéc giat
giil chiing cho sach
s& Ja bon phin caa
t6i. Ti€n nha moi
séng thir Sau phai ¢
trén gia dan dudng cAm. “Va cAm ngat khach phu
nii".

“Tdi ¢6 vd roi, madame””. Day Ia lan dau tién toi
nhin nhin diéu nay véi mdt ngudhi khac.

Nhung ba ta khong nghe thdy. “Cam ngat khach
phu nit!” Ba cidng quyét. Roi ba ty gidi thiéu minh
1a Mus. Croft.

Tén vd toi 1a Mala. Cudc hon nhan nay da do
ngudi anh va chi dau toi dinh doat. Toi diing trudc su
xEp dat nay khong phén déi va ciing khong hudng
ding. DAy B mdt tréch nhiém doi hoi & i, b @ moi
ngudi dan dng. CO Ay [a 4i nif cia mdt nha giao d
Beleghata. Toi dudc cho hay ring cd Ay bi€t niu
nudng, dan 4o, théu thiia, lam vulin, va ngam thd
Tagore, nhung tit cA ai ning nay khong the bu dip
cho mdt nhudc di€m la ¢d khong dudc trang, cho
nén dai cb ca ta dan 6ng ché co thing mat. Co da
dé&n hai muoi bay, s6 tudi ma cha me c6 da bat dau

[Eoepal
------

e 5¢ cO s& phai & vAy sudt ddi, va vi thé€ ho sin sang
dy cb di xa nita vong trai dat dé ciu cd khodi phan
2al gia.

Nzm dém lién chiing toi chung giuting. Moi dém,
sau khi da trat kem du@ng da mat, bén téc roi thatnd
den & not bén sau cing, cd quay hing tranh t6i va

khéc. Co nhd cha me. Mac du tbi s& phai r&i qué

hwong trong it ngay nifa, tuc 1€ bat ¢d phai trd thanh
mot phan phu thude gia toc toi, va trong sau tuan 1&
ti€p theo cd s& phai & trong nha anh t6i, ndu nudng,
lau don, 16t nuwdc tiép khach cho ho. Toi khong an i
cd. Toi niim bén nifa giuding clia 161, doc sach cam
nang va non nao chd ngay lén dutng. Co lic o1
nghi d&€n gian budng chét hep bén kia vich tuting
ndi me 16i da ngi. Bay gitf gian budng Ay hoan toan
trong tri; cai sap gb
lic xua ba nam gig
dy chat chong 1én
dé nhitng ruong ké
va chi€ucii. Gan sau
nam qua, trudic khi di
Luin Po6n, toi da
chitng ki€n me t6i
chét trén sap go do,
da nhin thdy me toi
boctay vao xd ué bai
ti€t ciia chinh ba
trong nhitng ngay
cudi cing. Trudc khi
hoa tang, ti da cao

S i

sach titng mong tay
ba bang chi€c ré toc,
va 101 vi anh t6i qua
xtc dong, toi da ding thay anh lam phéan su trudng
nam, tu tay nhom Wra hoa tang, dé giai thoat linh
hon dau kho clia me vé thién dang.

Sang hom sau t6i don vao nha ba Croft. Khi md
cita vao, toi thiy ba dang ngoi trén bing gh€ dudng
cam, hét nh chiéu hém trude. Ba vin mac chiéc
vay den d, chi€c sd mi tring d6, va ba vin x&p doi
ban tay dat trong 1ong nhw hom qua. Khong co st gi
thay d6i noi ba khi€n 16i nghi ba da c6 thé ngdi d6
sudt dém. Téi dem hanh Iy 1&n lau, tra nudc sdi vao
binh thity, va him hd di am. Chiéu khi i tr& vé tir
dai hoc, ba van ngoi do.

‘“Ngbi xubng day, nhai con!” Ba vb tay xubng
chd gh€ tréng.

Toi ngdi mép gh& bén canh ba. Toi mbi o6m ve
mot gid chd — lai sita, lai cdm, lai chudi, va khi di
xem bé&p ban sing t6i khong fim thdy béng ding
ndi, chao hay bt cif dung cu b&p niic nao. Chi c6

LT R Tiae STl
Anh Bing Thd Tha
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hai ndi nho trong ti lanh, ci hai @&u chita mét thi
canh mau cam, va mot siéu dong trén b&p.

“Chao madame”.

Ba hoi t6i khoa cita chua. Toi tré 131 khéa 16,

Mot thoang ba trd nén yén ling, Roi béng dung
ba reo, vdi dong mdt mitc vira khé tin vira mimg rd
nhu' t61 trudc, “cd Hoa K dang bay trén cung trang
kia, nhai con!”

“Vang, madame”.

“Cd bay trén mit trang! Tuyét khéng?”

Toi gat, hii sd diéu tat dén. “Vang, madame”.

“N6i1 ‘tuyét’ di”.

Toi chan chif, nhin quanh hai phia xem con ai &
day co thé nghe toi ching, di i bi€t rd nha chi co
minh ba. T6i cAm thdy dan don. Nhung day cling
chi 1a m6t doi hoi nhd. “Tuyét!” Toi noi 1on.

Chi trong vai ngay di€u nay da trd nén thdng
1&. Sang sang khi t5i rdfi nha ra thu vién ba Croft an
than dau d6 trong phong ngil clia ba, hay ngdi yén
trén bing gh&, ling nghe tin tifc hoic nhac c6
dién trén may truyén thanh, khdéng dé€m xia d&€n sy
¢ mit cha t6i. Nhung chiéu chifu khi tdi trd vé,
bao gid ciing dién ra duy nhit mot viéc: ba chi ghé
bt tdi ngdi canh, khoe ring c6 la ¢t dang bay trén
cung tring, va goi dieu dé 1a tuyét didu. Toi cling
reo fuyét va roi ching toi lai ngdi gitta thinh ling.
Ky quic va xem nhu v6 tin nhung nhitng lin gip
miit clia ching t6i chi kéo dai mudi phit. Ba bét
dAu ngh gat, dau guc xudng nguc, dé t6i i do trd
vé phong minh. Dén lic dé, di nhién, khéng con la
¢t nao trén cung tring nita ca. Phi hanh doan da
g3 ¢ dem vé trai di't. Nhung t6i khong nd de ba
biét dic¢u ay.

Sang Thit Sau, khi phai tra tién nha tuan 1€ dau
tién, t61 d€ tién tén gid din dudng cam. Nhitng
phim dan da ngA mau vang 6. T6i nhin mdt nét
dan nhung né khdng phat ra Am thanh. Toi cit tim
td mot dong trong phong bi, va viét tén ba Croft
lén d6. Toi khong hay dé tién bac lay It khong
ngudi thita nhn. Tir ndi dang dimg t5i c6 thé chi
thd'y béng dang chi€c vay nhu chiéc 1éu cha ba.
B dang ngdi trén bang gh€, ling nghe may truyén
thanh. Khong cin phai bit ba dig 1én d€ t6i gap
t6i. Toi chuta he thay ba di lai, va dodn tir chi€c gay
luén ludn dude dung canh chd ngdi, ring ba di lai
rat khé khin. Khi t6i dén gan, bh ngudc nhin tbi,
va tra van:

“Céau c6 chuyen gi dé?”

“Tién nhi, madame”.

“DE né trén gia dan di!”

“Toi c6 nd day”. Toi trao phong bi vé phia ba,
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nhung d6i ban tay ba, dan vao nhau va dat trong
long, van bt dong. Toi cdi ngudii, ha thip phong
bi, d€ vita tAim vdi cho ba. Sau mot thoang thi ba
nhén, v git dau.

Toi @6 khi t6i vé ba Croft khong chi gh€ nifa,
nhung theo théi quen toi vin ngdi xudng. Ba hoi
tdi da khoa cita chua, nhung khong nhic nita vé 14
cd trén cung tring. Thay vao do, ba noi:

“Chu tit t€ Hm”.

“Xin 161, madame néi chi?”

“Tt t€ lam!”

Ba vin cam chat phong bi trong tay.

Sang Chi Nhét co nguti gb cira phong 101, Nguoi
dan ba 1én tudi tr gidi thiéu 12 Helen, con géi ba
Croft. Helen budc vio phdong va nhin [én mdi vich
tuting nhv fim toi diu la, li€c mat nhin dén nhitng
chi€c 40 sd mi trong ™, cA vat ming trén nim cia,
chén bét dd trong bbn rita mit, hdp cdm trén noc
t. Ba ta thip ddng va rong eo, toc bac tém ngin,
mdi son hdng chéi. Ba mic 40 dam sat nach, deo
chudi hat trai tring, va ciip kinh budc diy chuyén
treo ling ling xudng nguc nhw mdt chiéc xich du.
Biép chan bh map md chiing chit nhitng duting gin
xanh, va bdp thit tay trén chay x& xudng hai bén
nhu hai qué ci tim gid héo. Helen ndi ba séng &
Arlington, mdt tinh nhé phia bac Massachusetts
Avenue.,

“T6i dén lo chd biia cho me mdi tuan mét lan.
B4 chua 1am ciu bé chay a?”

“Moi viéc ot dep lim, thua ba”.

“C6 nhiéu ciu thanh nhién bo chay la hodng.
Nhung toi thiy me toi hai long vdi cau. Céu la
ngudi thué phong dau tién ba khen la c6 ¥ ti”.

“Khong c6 gi dau, thua ba”.

Helen nhin i, d€ ¥ d6i chan tran. (TOi van
chua quen di gidy trong nha, lic ndo ciing phai cdi
giay trude khi vao phong.)

“Cau mdi dén Boston?”

“Mdi d€n Hoa K thua ba™.

“Tu dau?” .

“Tu Calcutta, An Do”.

“Vay sao? Nam trudc ching t61 co mot cau o
Ba Tay. R6i ciu s& thdy Cambridge Ia mdt thanh
ph6 quéc t&”,

Toi git dau, va tu héi cude doi thoai nay s& kéo
dai dé€n bao giy. Nhung ngay hic d6 chiing t6i nghe
tiéng thét dung t6c ciia ba Croft vong lén tir dudi
lau. Khi budc ra ngoai 161 di, ching t6i nghe ba
hét;

“Cac ngudii phai xudng diy ngay ftic khic!”

“Chuyén gi vay, Me?” Helen hét lai.



“Ngay titc khac!”

Toi 1ap titc x6 gidy. Helen thd dai.

Chiing t6i xudng lau. Vi ciu thang hep, t6i di
sau Helen di trudc khéng mot chit voi va va con
than phién dau gbi ba bi phong thap. “Me lai khong
chéng gay ha?” Helen néi to. “Me bi€t Me phai
chfng gay ma”, Ba ngiing lai giita liu, vin tay vao
lan can nhin ngudc 1€n t6i. “Thinh thodng ba nga”.

LAn dAu tién ba Croft nhu bi phdi trAn nhugc
diém. Toi tudng nhv ba dang nim song soai dudi
dat, mét tron tritng nhin 1&n trin nha, chin tay cong
tit phia. Nhung khi ching t6i dd xufng dén nic
chét ciia cAu thang, ba Croft vaAn ngdi lu It & ddy,
tay dat trén dui. Hai gié qua chd bén chin ba. Khi
chiing t6i d&n trudc ba, ba khong vb ghé&, ciing
khong bao chiing toi ngdi. Ba chi lutm.

“Chuyén gi thé, Me?”

“Trai phép!”

“Piéu gi trai phép?”

“Trai phép la khi mdt ngudi dan ba va mot ngudi
dan dng ching phai vd chong ma lai trd chuyén
riéng vdinhau trong mot phong kin khong cd nguth
[am chitng”.

Helen bao ba di sau mudi tim tudi, ding tudi
me toi roi, nhung ba Croft nhat quy&t ching toi
phai néi chuyén trong phong khach. Ba nbi thém
Helen d trai phép vi da tiét 16 tudi tic va vi mic
VAY cao quA mit ca.

“Me 2, thdii budi nay da 14 1969, Me s& ra sao
néu c6 bita Me ra dudng va nhin thiy mot dita con
géi mac vay ngin?”

“Tao s& goi canh sat”,

Helen lic dau, xach 1én mot gié chd. Téi xach
ndt gid kia, di theo ba qua phdong khich vio dén
b&p. Hai chi€c gié chita toan d6 hép. Helen d6 nbi
xtip cli xudng bon rita bat, vin nudc rita ndi, do
xip mdi vao ndi sach, roi cit ndi lai vio th lanh.
“Vai nam triidic me t0i c6 thé twmd hdp 1dy”", Helen
noi. “Me khong thich to1 lam thay cho me vi€éc
nay. Nhung phim dan da lam hong tay clia me”.
Helen deo kinh 1&n mét, nhin Ién ti ly va tim ra
hop tra ciia toi. “Chiing ta udng tra nhé?”

Toi ch€ nuéc vao sién dit 1én bép. “Xin 16i ba,
ba néi sao ve dan dudng cam?”

“Itic xua me day dan. Trai bén mudi nim. P6
14 cAch me nudi ching t6i khén 16n sau khi b t6i
mét”’. Helen ding chong nanh nhin vio ti lanh
md. Ba thd tay véao tin trong ciing, 16 ra thoi bd,
Xiu mit, roi vitt né vao xot rac. “Thé la xong”. Ba
néi, va cat nhitng hop sip con nguyén vao ti. Toi
ngdi & ban, nhin Helen rita hét dong bét dd, dd

rac, tudi chau cAy leo bén bon chén, va rot nudc
sO1 vao hai céi tich. Ba dua to1 tach khong sita,
gidy goi tra tho long thong ngoai miéng tach, va
ngodi xudng cling ban vdi toi.

“Xin 16i ba, the nhu vay c¢o di khong?”

Helen hdp ngum fra, dé lai v&t son trén mép
tach.

“Cai gi da khong?”

“Siip trong noi. Bay nhiéu do c6 dii cho ba Croft
khong?”

“Me khong chiu an gi ngoai sip. Me thoi dn
chit dic tiY hic me tho bach nién. D€ xem, ngay
Ay dén gidf ciing dudc ba nim roi”,

Toi hai hing. Toi ¢ ngd ba Croft chi ngoai tam
muoi, gia 13m [a 90. Téi chua hé bi€t mdt ngudi
nao da song hon mot the ky. Sukién day 1a mot ba
god séng mdt minh cAng lam t6i hii hiing hon.
Chinh cAnh gba bua di lam me to1 mat tri. Cha toi,
khi xua la nhin vién cua toa buu chinh Calcutta,
qua doi vi chitng sung mang o6c khi t61 mudi sau
tudi. Me td1 khong chiu thich nghi v8i ddi sdng
thi€u viing cha, chim sdu vao mdt th€ gidi tim t61,
khong ai c6 thé kéo ba ra khoi, khong to1, khong
anh 161, khong ho hang, khoéng lubn ca cic vién
thin kinh trén dudng Rashbihari. Piéu [am t6i dau
dén nhat 1a phai chiing ki€n ba khong con biét giit
gin, oc d sau bita dn, dinh rim trudc mit khach
ma khéng chit x&u hS. Sau khi cha qua ddi, anh
t6i nghi hoc d€ bit dau lao dong va cudi cling quin
Iy mdt xudng dét d€ nudi gia dinh. Phin su ciia tbi
14 ngdi bén chin me hoc thi, nhin ba dém di dém
lai nhitng chi€c vong trén tay nhu dé 1a nhitng hat
ban tinh. Ching t61 thay phi€n nhau canh chitng
ba. Mot 1An me t6i phan nita ngudi trin trudng di
lang thang ra dén tin tram xe lra trudc khi ching
161 tim thay ba.

“Toi khong ngai ndu sip cho ba Croft moi
chiu”. 161 d€ nghi, vét g6i tra ra khéi tach va vit
cho ra hét nudc. “Khong c6 gi phién ha ca”,

Helen nhin déng hd deo tay, ding diy, do phan
tra con lai xubng cong. “Piing 1am vy, cdu a. D6
chinh 14 diéu s& gi€t me hoan toan”,

Chiéu hom d6, khi Helen da vé Arlington, va
khi chi con lai toi v6i ba Croft, tdi bit dau thiy lo.
Bay gitf, khi da bi€t dudc ba gia cd nio, thi lo nhitng
chuy&n c6 thé xiy ra cho ba lic nita dém, hoic
vao ldc 161 di ving vao ban ngay. D cho giong noi
b4 c6 manh d&én d6 nao, va di cho ba trdng van
con rit dang sd, toi biét chi can mdt vét tray hodc
mdt cdn ho cling 6 the giét chét mot ngudi gia cd
d6; mbi mot ngay ba con sdng, t6i hiéu, 1A mot
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phép la. Dut cho Helen c6 vé thén thién, t6i vin
canh canh lo 4u ba sé bat 161 t6i néu c6 chuyén gi
x4y ra. Helen thi lai khong c6 vé gi lo ling. Ba
dén rbi di, dem stp cho ba Croft, hét Chli Nhat
nay dén Chi Nhit khac.

Ctr theo da nay ma siu tun 1€ clia mua he nim
Ay da trdi qua. Toi di lam v€ mdi chi€u, va bo ra
vai phtit ngdi & gh€ dan vdi ba Croft. Toi trd chuyén
vdi ba, bio ddm vdi ba td1 da khoa clra, va noi 14
cdf trén mit tring trdng tuyét 1Am. C6 nhicu khi toi
ciing ngodi canh ba sau khi ba da ling dang lac vao
gidc ngil, kinh ngac vi ba di s6ng trén mit ditnay
ngan 4y nim. Toi c& hinh dung ra mdt th€ gidi khi
ba vira chio ddi, nim 1866 — mot the gidi ¢6 phu
nif mic vay den che kin chin, néi chuyén y
trong phong khach. Bay gid, khi 61 nhin doi tay ba
vdi nhitng d6t xuong sung vii, t6i hinh dung ra ngay
xita chiing thon giy va bong biy, dao trén phim
din. Thinh thodng tdi lai xudng gic trudc khi di
ngti d€ biét cho chic chin ba vin ngdi ngay ngin
trén gh€ hay da an toan ndmngl trong phong riéng.
MG&i sang thit Sau toi dem tién nha dit vio tay ba.
Toi khong the 1am gi hon cho ba ngoai nhitng ci
chi don gian nay. Toi khong phai la con trai rudt
thit cia ba, va ngoai tim dong bac méi tuén, tdi
khong nd nin ba dieu gi khac.

Cubi thing TAm, gidy thong hanh va thé xanh
ctia Mala da sian sang. Toi nhin dugc dién tin vdi
chi ti€t chuyén bay clia cb; nha anh toi & Calcutta
khong co dién thoai. Vao cung thdi gian d6 toi nhin
dudc thu ¢d viét, ngay thang trén diu 4n buu dién
chi sau hom t6i di vai ngay. Khong mot chit chao
héi md dau, va n€u goi tén tdi chi ¢6 nghia 1a xic
nhén mot su gin giii chiing t6i chua kinh nghiém.
L4 thu chi von ven vai gion g “Toi viét bang Anh
ngit dé sita soan cho chuyén di. J day 61 1é loi
qua. O ndi anh ¢6 lanh khong. C6 tuyét khong.
Mala”.

Toi khong xic dong trudc 10i 1€ cua cd. Ching
t6i mdi ¢ vGi nhau ¢6 vai ngay ma da bi tx61 budc
vao nhau. Sau tuén lién cd da deo khuyén vang
trén cf tay va danh son db lén tran d€ chimng t6
cho th€ gidi bi€t ¢d 1A modt nang diu. Trong sdu
tuan 1€ d6 t6i di chd ddi cd nhu chd ddi ngay thang,
ti€t mila, mot dicu gi d6 tat phai d€n, nhung vd
nghia. Toi bi€t rét it v& ¢6, dén noi d6i khi vai nét
vé ¢b trd vé trong tri nhd tdi vin khong the gdi [én
toan thé khubn mit.

Va1 ngay sau hom nhan th, mot hom dl bo dén
tht vién, i bit gap mdt ngudi dan ba An ding
bén kia dutng Massachusetts Avenue, méac sarl vl
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vat 40 thi gin cham mit dat, tay ddy xe em bé,
Mot ngudi dan ba Hoa K¥ tay cam diy xich mot
con ch6 dennho din gang ngay bén canh ba. Béng
nhién con cho cit uEﬂg sta. Tir bén nay duGng o1
thiy ngudi dan ba An giit minh, ddng lai, va cling
mdt lic con ché chom 1én cin 14y vatdo cla ba va
kéo. Ngudi dan ba Hoa Ky ming ché, duting nhu
thSt 15 xin 161 va lai hdp tdp kéo ché budc di, d€
la1 nguti dan ba An ditng giita duding sita 4o, db
danh dita con nhd dang da khoc. Ba khong trong
thiy 161, ti€p tuc budc di. Sang d6 61 nhén thiy
nhitng chuyén ding ti€c nhu thé€ roi s& «rd thanh
nhitng quan tm cla t6i. Toi c6 bon phén phai lo
ling cho Mala, chao dén cd, bdo v& cd. Toi phai
sim cho cb d6i gidy tuyét dau tién, 40 lanh dau
tién. Toi phai chi ¢d 161 ndo phai tranh, hudng nao
ddng xe, bio cd khi mic sari dimg de vat 4o 1€
dudi dit. Chi cich xa cha me nim dim thdi, i
hoi tuéng lai véi mot chit khé chiu, ¢6 dd khoc
SUGt muat.

Khic véi Mala, t6i da quen vdi tit ca: quen an
cOm véi sita, quen nhitng cudc thim viéng cla
Helen, quen nhitng budi chiéu ngoi vdi ba Croft.
Chi duy nhat mdt dicu tdi chua quen la Mala. Du
vay toi van lam nhiém vu t6i phéi lam. Toi dén
vin phong tim nha tai MIT va fim dudc mot cin
chung cu cich d6 vai géc phé c6 day da ban ghé,
b&p niic va nha vé sinh riéng 1€, véi gid bdn muoi
dong mot tuan. Ngay thit Sau sau cling t6i trao
dén tay ba Croft tim t& mot ddng trong bao thu,
dem gié hanh 1y xudng gic, va thua ba ring toi
phai don ra. Ba cit chia khéa ctia t6i vao vi tién 1é.
Piéu cudi ba sai khi€n tbi 1a 14y cho ba céi gdy dé
ba ditng 1€n di khoa cira. “Vay thi tir gia ciu”. ba
no1 va rit lui vao nha. Tol khong tréng chd mot
man phd trudng ciAm xic, th€ nhung t6i van that
vong. Toi chi la mdt gé thué phong, mdt g tra cho
ba it tién hang tuin, ra vao nhi bi trong s4u tuin
I€. So vdi mot thé ky, thdi gian Ay thatkhéng ding
ké.

Tai phi trudng t61 nhén ngay ra Mala. Ta san
cia cd khong It d4t, nhung pht 1én dau nhu mot
dau hiéu ¢b dau kin d4o, giéng nhu' me t6i cho dén
ngay cha tdi qua ddi. Po6i cAnh tay nau gay clia co
ling ling nhiéu chi€c vong vang, mdt dau cham
do to trén tran, va d6i chin t6 son do. Toi khong
dm ¢d, khong hon o, khong ndm tay ¢o. Thay vao
d6 t6i chi hoi cd bing ti€ng Bengali, lan diu tién
trén dat My, cd c6 d6i khong.

C6 ngan ngir, rdi git dau.

Toi n6i toi dd ndu ca ri tring & nha. “Nguti ta




cho em &n gi trén may bay?”

“Em khdng an gi”".

“Sudt tir Calcutta sang day?”

“Thuc don chi ¢6 mén sip dudi
bo™.

“Chic chin phai c6 mén gi khic
chi”.

“Nghi d€n chuyén phai in dudi
bd lam em mét khau vi”,

Khi chiing t6i vé nha, Mala md
hanh 1§ va ldy ra cho t6i hai chi€c 40
len chui, cA hai déu duwdc dan bang
len mau xanh chéi ¢6 da dan sudt thai
gian chiing 61 cich xa, mot chiéc cb
cb chit V, chi€c kia ching chit miu
bén. Toi mic thr 1én ngudi, ca hai
déu bi chit nach. C6 ciing dem cho
toi hai chi€c quan ngli mdi, mdt biic
the clia anh t6i, vA mit goi tra
Darjeeling. To1 khong c6 qua gi cho
¢b ngoai noi ca n tring. Ching i
ngoi & chi€c ban cii k¥, ci hai chi
biét nhin dia. Ching téi in bing tay,
mot tuc I€ t01 da quén t ngay sang
M.

“Nha dep qua”. cd ndéi. “Ca n
cling ngon nita”. CO giit th sari bing
tay trai, ép sat vao nguc, dé né dirng
tudt khoi dau.

“Toi khong biét nhicu cong thitc
niu in”,

Cd ght, b6c vo khoai trirde khi an.
M@t lan, ta sari tré xubng vai, lam cb
phai sia lai ngay.

“Em khong cin phai che dau. Toi
khong doi hoi chuyén linh tinh d6
dau”.

Cb vin che dau nhv thuting.

Téi kién nhin chd dé tip lam quen
V{1 co, vol su hién dién cua cb bén
toi, tai ban in va trén givdng ngu,
nhung mot tudn sau ching ti vin Ja
hai ké la. Toi khdng quen budc vao
cin nha 16ng hwong cdm hip, budc
vao phong tim truSc mdt chi€c bon
dd dudc chui bong, ban chai danh
rang x&p ngay ngin, banh xa bong
Pears ciia An P dung trong dia sinh.
Toi khdng quen miti diu dira ¢d xidc
[&n da dau mbi t6i, hay ti€ng khua
lich cach ciia nhilg chiéc khuyén

vietnamese

nguYi la noi:

em li thi sTvigt nam cila the hé cudi ciing
vi sau em,

tigng vipt sé chét.

tiéng viét sé chét

161 nghe néi va khong tin,

khi tré vé phong ngit bén ngoai Litdle Saigon,

ddt minh xudng bén canh ngudi finh da tring,

nguvi rdt yéu 16i va yéu déan tc toi.

san khi tho thé mét cdu ‘I love you’,

béng nhién gign vé cé

va lam tinh véi hdn trong 1dt cd cdm hdn ciia giong
ngudi da vang.

liéng vigt sé chél

toi nghe noiva khong tin,

khi hén hé t6i hép dém gdap ban be,

nhiing nguvi ban sinh & Phan Rang, Cii Chi, Sai Gon,
Da Ndng,

nhung mang nhitng tén anh ngit phdp ngit nhi Elle,
Taylur, Nik, Frienne.

ca mt dém vui choi nhdu nhet nhay nhot,

toi khong mét lan phdt dm giong me dé.

khi hon chia tay, t6i vang vita mét i ‘ciao’ (1) -
khong phdai chao.

tiéng vigt sé chét

i nghe néi va khong tin,
khi len 161 giita dong xe buéi chiéu,

chotvui mitng khi bong thdy bang quing cdo tiem quin
do méi mé mang tén “Ra”,

dé roi chi thdt vong khi hiéu rdng “ra” cé nghia “dvi
song” trong ngén ngit Ai Cp,

khong phdati tieng nude 6.
t6i gidn phdt chili the:
Sfuck.

lieng viét sé chét
[0i nghe néi va khong tin.

D& L2 Anhdao
04/30/05

(1) ciao — ti€ng Y mang nghia chao hay tam biét.
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ving moi lan co rén rén di lai trong cin chung cr,
Sang ra bao gidf cd ciing thifc trude t6i. Budi sng
vao bép cb di him néng db in, va di x&p mot
chi€c dia trén dé c6 mdt mudng mudi dé tdi in
cdm 16t long, nhur tAt ca moi ngu®i dan éng Bengali
khéc. Toi ndi t6i chi in cOm thdi, d€ sang hdm sau
khi t6i vao b€p c¢d di chan sita sdn sang vao bat
cOm ctia toi roi. Mot hdm cd tha bd véi tdi doc
duting Massachusetts Avenue xudng MIT, t6i di
dua ¢d di thim trudng. Trén dudng vé ching toi
ngiing lai § mdt iém phu ting, va t6i Jam thém
chia khéa nha dé€ co c6 thé tu’ do ra vio mbt minh.
Sang hom sau e khi t61 di Jam nang xin vai
dong. Toi mién cuBng dua tién, nhung biét ring
ngay ca dicu nay, tir gid) trd di s& 14 chuyén thudng.
Khi tdi vé thi trong ngin kéo di c6 dao got vd
khoai, trén ban c6 khin trdi, va trén bép c6 ndi ca
i ga nAu vdi toi va gitng tudi. Ngay do ching toi
khong cé may truyén hinh. Xong bita t6i ngdi doc
bdo, con Mala ngdi & ban an, tu dan cho minh mot
chi€c 40 cling mau len xanh chéi, hoic viét thu vé
nha.

Cudi tuan € dau tién, toi thit Sau, toi dé nghi
di chdi. Mala bo ngay que dan, va bi€n vao nha
tAim. Khi ¢ trd ra, toi bong h&i hian di dé nghi nhu
th&: c6 mic mdt chi€c 40 sari lua, deo thém vong
vang, udn téc va ré ngdi léch. CH sla soan cho
mdtbita tiéc, hay itnhit Ia cho mdt budi xem phim,
nhung t61 lai khong c6 du dinh d6 trong dau. Gié
chiéu man mac. Chiing t6i tAn b qua nhiéu khu
phé trén duting Massachusetts, nhin vao nhiing cita
hang Am thuc va thdi trang. Va rdi, khong suy nghi,
t6i din nAng ve lai con duding ving, ndi t6i da ting
di m6t minh nhi¢u dém.

“Pay la ndi to1 di & tridde khi em sang”. Toi
noi, ngifng chan lai tnddc nha ba Croft.

“Nha 16n nhu thé?”

“T61 chi c6 ci phong trén gac. Phia sau”

“Ai ¢ do nira?”

“Mot ba Lo rét gia”,

“Ba & vdi con chau?”

“Mot minh”,

“Nhung a1 trong nom ba?”

Toi m3 canh cong. “Phan 16n ba ta ' lo 14y”,

Toi tw hi ba Croft c6 nhé i khong; 16i t hdi
khong bi€t ba c6 ngudi thué khac chua, ho ¢6 ngdi
bén ba méi chiéu ching. BAm chubng, t6i do4n
minh s&€ phéi chd dgdi Jau nhu ngay mdi dén. Nhung
l&n nay clta m& ngay, do Helen. Ba Croft khong
ngobi & gh€. Cai gh€ khong con § chd chia né.

“Chao cb ciu”. Helen néi, cudi véi Mala bang
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ddi mdi hong chéi. “Me t6i & trong nha. Cb clu
dmh & chdi 1au khéng?”

“Th€ nao ciing dude, madame”.

“Vay d€ t6i ra chd mot lat, néu khong phién cd

cau. Me bi mdt tai nan nhd. Dao nay ching toi

khong thé rdi ba dudc, mdt phiit ciing khéng dudc”.

161 khoa cira sau khi Helen da di, va budc vao
trong. Ba Croft nim thing hung, dau dat 1&n chiéc
g01 mau dao, tAm chiin bong moéng dip 1&n ngudi.
Tay ba dit trén nguc. Khi thiy t6i ba chi chi€c ghé
va bao t6i ngdi xudng. Toi ngdi xudng nhu ¢ ba
mubn, nhung Mala thi ti€n t6i chi€c dan va ngoi
xudng gh€& dan, bay gity da trd vé ding vi tri clia
no.

“Toi bi gdy xudng chiu”.

“To1 nghieép madame!”

“Toi nga gh€ dan”.

“Chia budn ciing madame”.

“Nita dém ddy ciu! Ciu biét 6i phai lam gi
khong?”

Toi lac dau.

“Goi canh sat!”

Ba nhin chdm chim [&n trin nha v cu®i nhu
mé man, d€ 10 ham ring xdm. Khong thi€u mét
ring nao. “Ciu nghi sao, ciu nhd?”

Toi slimg sot lim, nhung vin bi€t minh phai néi
gi. Khong clhiit ngai ngung, to1 reo 18n, “fuyét!”

Mala bit cudi. Giong cudi cd hicn lanh, mit cd
long lanh thich thd. Toi chuta hé dude nghe ¢ cudi,
va ¢d da cudi 16n dé ba Croft ciing nghe thiy. Ba
quay nhin Mala, sing miit.

“Ai vay, nhai con?”

“Cb ay 1a vd 161, madame”.

Ba Croft quay diu d€ nhin 6 hon: “C6 biét
chdi duong cam khoéng?”

“Khong, madame”.

“Vay thi ding day di”.

Mala diing lén, st lai ti sari trén dau, kéo lai
gin nguc, vi lan diu tién tir ngay co dén, i thay
thudng hai ¢d. Toi nhd nhitng ngay mdi dén, t61
phai tim 161 xe dién di Russell Square, di thang
quén lan diu, chua hi€u ring khi ngudi bin bio
rao “piper” thi do cd nghia la “paper”, mdt nam
troi mdi nghe ra nguti phu xe noi “coi chifng ké
hong” mdi lan xe I¥a roi ga. Nhu i, Mala luan
hru xa xit, khdng bi€t minh di dau, s& tim gap dugc
21, khong c¢6 muc dich nao khic ngoai viéc lam vg
toi. Du la ling bao nhiéu, trong thim tim t6i vain
bi€t mbt ngay nao d6 cdi chét clia cb sé anh hudng
dén toi, va la hon thé nita, cha tdi dén ¢b. Toi mudn,
bing mdt cich nao dé, giai thich diéu nay cho ba
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Croft, khi ba van dang xem xét Mala tir ddu dén
chin bing mot thai d6 gin nhu 13 khinh thuting.
Toi khong 1o ba Croft cd bao'gity nhin thdy mot
ngu®i dan ba mac sari, c6 dot son trén trdn, vA
khuyén vang mt td trén ¢ tay. Toi khong hiu ba
Croft s& ché di€u gi. Toi khong 1d ba c6 thiy khéng
chan Mala con vudng mau nhudm dd. Cudi cing,
ba Croft tuyén bd, v8i mét giong vira ngac nhién
vira thich thd ma t6i biét ré:

“C6 Ay tuyét dep!”

Pén lugt toi phai cudi. Toi cudii khé dé ba Croft
dirng nghe. Nhung Mala ¢6 nghe, va chling t61 nhin
roi cudi v6i nhau lan ddu tién.

Toi thich nghi vé gidy phut trong nha ba Croft
nhu gidy phit khoang cich giita Mala va t6i dudc
thu hep. Dit chiing t6i chuta hin yéu nhau, t6i thich
nghi vé nhitng thing ngiy sau d6 nhumot loai tring
mat. Ching t0i cing di thim thanh phd, va gap g
nhiéu ngudi Bengali, nhiéu nguti dén nay véi chiing
t6i da trd nén ban hitu. Ching t6i tim ra dudc dng
Bill ban cé tuol trén dutng Prospect, hieu chap pho
Cardulla trong Harvard Square ban nguyét qué va
dinh huong, Chi€u chiéu chiing t6i th bd dé nhin
nhitng cAnh budm hedt trén miit nudc, hay in ca rem
tai Harvard Yard. Ching toi mua may 4nh 13y licn
dé danh diu cudc sdng chung, d& t6i chup hinh ¢
trudc tha Prudential cho ¢b giii vé khoe cha me.
Bubi t61, chiing t6i hon nhau, ban dau con then nhung
dan din trd nén dan di, va cudi cling tim ra khodi lac
va su' Ui an trong vong tay nhau. Toi thuat lai chuyén
di clia to1 wén chi€c SS Roma, thuét lai dui song &
Finsbury Park, § YMCA, va nhifng budi chiéu ngoi
vdi ba Croft trén bang gh€. Khi t6i nhic vé me t6i,
Mala khéc. Chinh Mala da an i t6i khi mot budi
chicu doc & Globe toi dd thiy tén ba Croft trong
phén cio pho. Toi khong he nghi dé€n ba trong nhic¢u
thang — dén ltic d6 thi sdu tuAn mita he chi con 1a
mot thifi di€m xa xdi trong di vang — nhung khi hay
tin ba chét thi toi budn, dén ndi khi Mala ngig kim
dan ngudc 1én ¢d thiy toi nhin trén troi vach tubng,
tf bao tha 1ong trén diu, cAm nin. Ba Croft 1a céi
chét diu tién tai Hoa K¥ toi thudng ti€c, vi d6 1a mot
ddi song t61 khdm phuc; cudi ciing thi ba ciing fia xa
th€ gian nay, cd don va cin cdi, khong bao gidf trd
ve.

Phén t6i, t6i da khong di ddu xa hon. Mala va toi
chon sinh song & mot thanh pho nhod cich Boston
hai mudi dim, ttén mot con duting rdp bong cay hai
bén, hét nhu nha ba Croft khi xufa, trong mot ngbi
nha ching t6i lam chi, c6 phong nghi riéng cho
khach, c6 vubtin cho chiing t5i trong ci chua vio mbi

vu he. Chiing i hién nay 1a cong din Hoa Ky, dé
tit day chiing t6i ¢6 thé lanh ti€n an sinh xa hoi khi
da dit woi. Dix chiing t6i cich vai ndm lai vé thim
Calcutta, dem vé quan ngu thit cap diy va tra
Darsjecling, chiing toi quyét dinh séng gia & day. Toi
lam viée tai mot tht vién dai hoc nho. Ching 61 ¢6

“con frai theo hoc tai Harvard. Mala khoéng con Iy

vat sari che dau, ciing khong con khéc nhé cha me
hing dém, nhung thinh thodng cb khoc vi nhé con.
Thé 12 chiing i lai di Cambridge thim con, hoic
dén n6é vé nhi mdt cudi tuan ndo do, dé né co thé
diing cdm vdi cliing i biang tay, va néi ngdn ngit
Bengali, nhitng di€u ma ching 6i sg n6 s& khong
tiép no1 sau khi chiing toi chét.

Mo1 khi di thim con, t61 van c6 ¥ di lai trén
dudng Massachusetts Avenue, khong ngai ket xe.
Toi khong nhd 16 titng toa nha, nhung mdi lan trd
lai, tri nh& t6i lap tic tr vé vdi sau tufin di vang
nhu chiing mdi chi 12 hom qua. Toi lai xe cham,
chi cho con tbi duting vé nha ba Croft va néi diy la
nhadau tién toi & khi mdi dén M¥, ndi t6i da song
v6i mot ba gia 103 tudi. “Nhé khong?” Mala néi,
ro1 mim cudi, sitng s6t, nhu t6i, 1a trude kia da tirmg
c6 mot thdi ching t6i la hai ké la. Con trai toi bay
td ndi kinh ngac, khong vi tudi tic cla ba Croft,
ma Vi s& tién nha nho nhoi 61 dd phai trd, mot su
kién ngoai kha ndng tudng tuwong cua nd, tua nhu
mot 14 ¢ cim trén cung tring ciing 1a chuyén khé
tin d6i v6i mot ngudsi dan ba sinh vio nim 1866.
Trong mét con trai, t6i nhin thAy tinh cau tién ngay
nao da day t6i qua nita vong trai dit. Vai nam nifa
né sé& tdt nghiép va tu [én duding, mot minh, khong
ngudi che chd, Nhung 61 tw nhic nhd ring con toi
c6 cha con song, c6 me hanh phic vi khoé manh.
Khi né xubng tinh than t6i khuyé&n con ring n€u
t6i da c6 thé sdng con trén ba luc dia thi khéng c6
mot trd ngai no nd khdng thé khic phuc. Khi nhiing
phi hanh gia, mai méi 1 cAc anh hiing, chi t6n vai
gity dong hd trén cung triing, t6i d4 & lai trén mién
datmdi nay gan ba mudi nim. Toi bi€t nhitng thanh
cong ctia o1 chi 1a tam thudng. Toi khdng phai 1a
ké duy nhat di im kho tang & chdn xa xim, va di
nhién khong phéi 12 ngudi dau tién. Dit the, c6
nhiéu lfic t6i d4 ngan ngd trudc mdi dim duting toi
dd tirng di, moi bita dn t6i di ting in, mbi mot
ngudi toi da timg quen, mdi budng t6i di titng ng.
D tit ci déu xem nhv tAm thuting, cé nhitng lic
chiing nhu ndm ngoai stic tudng tudng cia toi.

Jhumpa Lahiri
(Pham Thi Ngoc dich theo nguyén tdc The
Third and Final Continent)
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Chuyén thod dén,
truGce khi... mot snapshot

thuGng quan

6 din va di din, miu da va ngdn ngf,

I di't dai va sinh ton, dinh cr va du muc,
nghé thuit va nghi 1€, nguyén chit va

pha lai, bdo tén va dong héa, ra di hay 4 lai,
nhitng cdp d6i nay di lién va d6 béng 1én nhau,
1&n tdt cd. Nhd mot cAu ciia Graham Greene:
“Thé gidi khong phdi den va tring. Ping ra
nd nhu'la den va xdm." Pen, tring va xdm diy
khong phaila mau da thi da danh. Greene, con
ngudi dd di qua nhiéu hanh lang quyén luc va
hiu trudng xung dot, dang néi téi tdng sic cua
thé gidi cda nhitng phdn dodn va clia nhitng
su kién. Nhitng su kién khéng thé€ nao rach roi
phan minh vi nhitng géc nhin khic nhau, nhitng
dan xen lap léch, nhitng b&i canh, vin cdnh
riéng biét, 1am nén nhitng phéng anh téng sic
khéng déu clia cling mot nguyén miu. Xdm

‘nhic chirng sdc d6 chim clia tirng mdi phién

ban ciia sy kién con tuy theo dé sdu trdi nghiém
cua con ngudi nhin, quan sdt. Nhung di néi
thé& r6i thi & thé din vAn con mdt chuyén dang
rat cAn dén tring den, dy 1a cdu héi, Cé con
hay khéng con su ky thi? C6 hay khdong cé6 su
binh ddng - binh déng trong cudc s6ng va trong
chd ditng clia vin hod thé din trong mdt nude.

Binh ding, khong con k¥ thi 1a muu ciu 16n
nhat, c6t tdy: chi trén nén ting binh ding va khong
con k¥ thi, mot xa hdéi mdi lanh manh - néi nhu
tho dan trén nude Uc, lic ay mdi co su chifa lanh,
cé hoa gidi, c6 cdi nging cao pham gid lam ngudi.
Nhitng cdng chic thur lai & Canberra, 3 Washing-
ton, hay néi téi nhitng “vin dé thd dan”, va su
ldp di 14p lai mé mai nhitng vin dé nhu viy co
tdc dung tam ddi muu ciu binh ding then chét
cla thd dan ra mai ngoai phia ngoai bién, chim
chap xé dich cliing nhitng bang tudng trinh phong
gidy ty s& thudng nién. ThS din von di nim &
ngoai bién tit tip clia moi thi, tdi ndi khi mét thd
din nao d6 dugc chi ¥, ho cudng 1én, vi né rit
thudng dong nghia vdi trat toa, trai tam giam,
nhitng 6ng canh sdt to con, ning tay, va da tring.
Tho dan, nhu mdt c4 nhin don 1&, ho khong ham
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dudc chd §. Ching tha dudc bd quén, nhu the, it
ra mot ngudi con dude tu do dé di trén nhitng con
dudng. Su di, du chi tir m6t miét-trai reservation
nay d€n mot miét trai khéc, di qua giang, di khong
bi€t chic khi ndo t6i, di nhu ngoai thdi gian, di
chia xé mét chd ngoi, mdt khong khi trim ngim
- nht trong “The Toughest Indian of The World”
(Nguti Thé Dan Li Nhit Thé Gidi) cia Sherman
Alexie, su di va chia x¢é dé tu n6 di 14 mét lac
tha. Mot lich st dai 1au bi trin 4p, ngudi thd dan
song dugc trdc hét nhd mot kién nhin di. Mot
s vugt, déu va chic, cii khodng cich - trong
nghia phai khic phuc, nhung ma phai 14 di duéi
bau tr&i rong rai. Su di d6 di 1Am nén médt phin
cin cudc, ban sic cia thd din.

Tho dén 1a ai? Ching han néu c6 ai mdt hém
hoi ban: Nay ban ¢6 phai 1a thd din khéng?, ban
s& tra 10i thé no? Lim sao ban c6 th€ doan chic
ban 1 thé dan, hay néu khong phai, thi lAm sao
ban c6 thé doan chic ban khong 14 thé dan?

Mot ngudi ban thdi di hoc cia t6i titng doan
chic ring Joni Mitchell phdi mang gidong mau
thé dan. “Chi 4y 1a mot thé din da dé diy,” ngudi
ban qua quyét. Khong biét dua viio chuian muc
nao, linh tinh gi ma ban qua quyét. Nhitng ngay
20 ngudi ta c6 mot cdm quan vé chin dung, vé
dm ti€ng, ndo d6, nghia 1a c6 mot cai gi trong cii
giong hatkhao khan 4y ctia Joni Mitchell. C6 thé
vay. Poc nhitng thit bio b6 Rolling Stone (thdi
con format cii) hay dai loai thdi rock folk con
thinh nhu viy, t6i chua tim dudc ménh théng tin
gi chitng thie diéu ngudi ban dd néi ca. ThE ma
hdom qua ngoai phé thidy bin mot album méi clia
Joni Mitchell c6 nhan dé, The Beginning of Sur-
vival (Bat diu clia S6ng s6t). Nhitng chit ‘Begin-
ning of Survival’ nay trich tir thw cia Toc Trudng
Seattle, vi€t vao nhitng nim diu th€ ky 19, mét
thinh nguyén thu yéu ciu chAm dit s triét ha
cdc qudc tdc thd din, nhitng tin phi mdi sinh va
ddi song clia thd dan trén dat M§y. Thu ctia Chief
Seattle viét nhu the nay:

“Pinh ménh clia qui vi 12 m6t diéu bi 4n déi
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vdi chiing 161. Céi gi s€ xay ra khi nhitng con bod
mong cudi cing dd bi bin guc? Khi nhitag con
ngtfa hoang cu6i cling bi thuiin héa? Va cii gi sé
ti€p t6i khi chiing t6i n6i gia tif vdi con ngua non
nhanh bo v6 va cudc sin? Su chdm dit cha ddi
séng va su bat dau clia sdng sot, phai vay khong?

Thé dan, diy 1a muu ciu ban sdc, cling 1a sy -

chi€u roi lai tuong quan ta va ké khac. Mot ngudi
Uc du c6 rat it gidng mau thd dan (Aborigines,
hay nhw mét tit mdi, Koori) pha trong thin thé ho
cling s& hién ngang nhin minh 14 thé dan. Ngudi
ta khai cd bo toc xuit sinh
cua cha, cua me, cua Ong,
cua ba, ndi ngoai. Nguti My
da d6 & Bac My ciing vay,
ho ndm chic bd tdc nao,
qudc toc nao la ngudn cla

...........
ool

minh. Py khong phdi la sy o T

xdc dinh hé toc dé k¥ thi ké
khéc, ding ra mot né luc
bi&€t minh 14 ai dé dudc ton
vong. Con ngudi hom nay,
& diém thdi gian nay [2005]
dang bit tay vao cudc phén
tich qui mé vao gien (di
truyén t6) nhét 12 cua cic
cong dong thd din & cickhu
vic Xa x6i ctia thé gidi. Du
an Genographic vita khoi
phat bdi National Geo-
graphic Society dang c6
ging lap lai mot d6 ban di
ctf, mot chup bét lich st ra
di clia con ngudi, di ngudc lai ngudn, ngude 160
nghin nim, dua trén phén tich gien clia vao
khoang 100 nghin con ngudi thudc tit ca cac sic
dén, cdc din toc, dang c6 mit trén th€ gidi. Thé
thi gien, mau huyét, 14 quan trong. Nhung ma
khong phdi chi mdu huy&t thdi da lam nén cin
cudc clia mot thé din. Ciin cubc cla thd dan la
toan bd nhitng gi quyén hoa vdi cudc song, ay 1a
hé tin ngudng, niém tin vio dit thiéng, tip tuc
sinh hoat, mdi trudng sOng, thi ritng, ciy coi,
huyén thoai, ca hit, nghé thuit tao hinh, va khéng
thé thi€u su di, cudc tray bd trén dit. Pi rit c6
thé 14 nhu ciu di dn siu vao gien con ngudi Y
mot thdfi du muc, du canh, nhung ma nhu caunay
b4m ré sdu nhit & ddi song thd din, né dude nudi
du@ng, bao ton cin trong hon nhitng con nguoi
dinh cu, ctia tién nghi thi phd. Pi v8i ngudi thd
din 12 ti€p ndi mot hanh trinh tit tip cla o tién

+++++++++++++
.........

“Em bé nu vang” {Anh Bang Tho The)

ho, hai muoi nghin nim doi vdi nhitng thé din
Sioux, Spokane, Coeur d’Alene ... trén dat My,
sdu mroi nghin nam déi véi nhitng thd din Koori
trén dai luc Uc. Sdu mudi nghin nam tridc, hay
hai mwoi nghin nim tridc, hiy nghi lic 4y Au
Chau dang la cai gi?

Hai mudi nghin ndm trude, ¢ 1€ trén nhitng
ddng co clia Au Chéu, nhitng nguti ba con xa
clia nhitng thé din hdm nay ciing vira dit chin
tdi nhu nhitng hvu din mdi me. Tudng tudng: cling
hang dong, ciing phong ngon dao, cling dap cham
d6i nhat di moi mdt ngon
lita s4ng trdfi. Nhitng ba dat
td1, sau nhifng nhanh ré
ngay thoi diém Ay di 1a xa
rdi nhau ké trudc ngudi sau
td1 hang mudn triéu budc
chin triy bd, nghin séng
rach v mot bién thdi gian,
nghia la° twdng nhu khong
bao gid gap cai ké quay
nghich mot hudng di tir khdi
thity. & nhifng c6i t6i hoang
vu, khong ai thay ai, nhitng
ké du muc mubn phudng, &
diém thdi gian iy, di sao
cling cing mdt nhip song:
tién s gian don, sinh tdn
hay bi€n m4t 1a chuyén
song dudc hay khéng song
dudc vdi thién nhién. Téi
cham thdi dai goi la van
minh mdi 14 nhiéu khé,
phiic tu€ cdi ngudi. Nhitng cai lam dudc, tich thu
dudc, sang doat dudc tif tu’ gép thanh mot dinh
ki€n & Ké C6 rang céi cd, cai sd hitu la cao, va
né d6i nghich véi cai khong co la thap; cii Ta la
cao, K& Khac 1a thap. Tham chi trong trd Crosses
& Noughts nay, Crosses con d6 cho ké kia -
Noughts - 14 savage, 1a da man, 12 moi. Trong 16i
nghi ay, dat khéng c6 canh tac la terra nullius,
dit hoang bo trong, khong cé ngudi, va do do ta
c6 quyen chi€m hifu, trudt hitu, ... Chinh phuc
hinh théi thuc din - khéi di vio diu the ky 16 &
Mexico cho tdi nita thé ky 20 - 1a sif gap lai nhau
cua nhitng nhianh ngudi, nhung thay vi § cudc
triing phiing nay ngudi ta s& doi chi€u nhitng di
san vin hoa song hanh, thi ké viéng thim da chi
chiim chi vao mdi mot chuyén: chi€m doat. Dudi
40 khoéc viin minh cic cudc xdm hrde trong thaoi
dai thuc dan di chi€m dAt khong che diy tinh
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thang tay trin 4p. Walter Benjamin khi nhin lai
lich st vAn minh con ngudi da budt miéng than
ring, “Lich st vin minh ludn ludn ddng lic 1a
lich s ctia s dd man.” (The history of civilisation
is always at the same time the history of barbar-
ism). Cau néi nay co 1€ ci¥ sé con diing cho mai
ti khi ndo trdi dit nay cdn con ngudi. Vin-minh
xdc dinh m6t ngudng, mot lin ranh, & d6 xa hoi
con ngudi di tdi, dd hoan chinh, v& mit t8 chidc
va ca dao dic, thé nhung nhw mdt nghich 1y, nhw
lich sitf giai doan thuc din & cic chiu luc Idn da
cho thdy, sin phim nay cfia vin minh dudc ti€n
hanh bing su thanh to4n nhifng x hdi con ngudi
khdc da cé van hod, nghia la thanh todn mot nép
sinh hoat di sinh t6n hoan thién suét qué trinh
thit thich dai cda thoi gian rdi, va Jam th€ bing
st ha thdp, xem khinh va trit dip toan b6 nén vin
hoa cii. Vin hod thd dan, k&t qua clia hing nghin,
hay hang chuc nghin nim trong mot phong thd
nhit dinh, bi thay thé€ nhw mdt chdp mit bing
mot hinh thitc khic. D€ chinh phat, vin minh cin
c6t y&u sitc manh ciia vii khi. Chiing ta da dudc
nhiac nhd ring nhitng ngudi Au di thue dan di
chinh phuc ngudi anh du muc clia ho, & Mexico,

d New England, & Uc khong phai 1a dai biéu cia
AuChéu thci‘l Khai Sang, hay cia Chi nghia Nhin
Ban, Diy la AuChau cia thudng budn, canh binh,
nhifng cai ti, nhifng tay sing phi€u luu va nhitng
ngudi nghéo khé, nhitng ngudi tim dit song, Mot
thuyén trudng hai quén, toan thiy binh, nhitng
cai th & Uc, nhitng ngudi linh Cdng Gido di ngua
cua Cortez ¢ Mexico, nhitng ngu®¥i Tan Gido Anh,
va Ha lan & Bic My, ho khong la dai dién tiéu
bi€u ciia Au Chiu. Cho la th€ di, nhung ma héu
phuong Au Chiu chic chdn da ing ho triét dé
cho su'ra di cia ho. Ké chinh phat dem vé tai sdn
cho giai cip vua chiia? K& ngheo thi di cho nhe
nd, hay di nhw mot cach trd ng. Chit “khai sdng”
trong thoi di x4m lude cdc chiu luc lai bi mudn
tam va be ngodt thanh khai sdng cho nhifng viing
dit tim t61, 4nh sing vin minh Au chiu chia trd
(61. Trong hanh Iy mang theo, bén canh 40 quén,
thuing ridu, sting dng, thi nhitng cudn thanh kinh
bia da 1a niém tin vitng chic, nhung ngcmi gia
khong c6 mAy nifa nhitng di sin Lhunc phén tinh
thin: nhﬁng ké t6i ndi khong thdy cin nhu'ng di
san tri€t hoc, tha ca, kich nghé, 4m nhac dé ma
sbng, hay d€ giao luu khich/chi. Nhitng thd din
cling khdng kip trinh bay ddi song nghé thuit cla
minh. Nhitng nghi thitc (€ tu, nhitng sin khiu
khong kéo man linh thiéng, con ngudi va than ai
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nhu'sdn khau giita chd ctia Moliére chua kip dung
1&n thi siing da nd. Gi€t chéc khéng cAn ludn Iudn
phai bang sting bin tiY trén lung ngua. Nhitng chi&c
mén mang khuén tring diu mia. Nhifng ao gi€ng
bi ddnh thudc ddc. Nhitng viing bi tan pha, dé
triét ti€u thuc phim khéng cho ké sét lai trén lnh
cd cd hoi sdng s6t. Nhitng cudc xudng tay da dugc
tién dodn tir Cuu Udc? Cain va Abel - ngudi anh
dinh cr gi€t ngudi em du muc, &€ vin minh dinh
cf duge ti€n hanh. Thién hudng xung dbt trong
con ngudi 1a c6 thé chitng minh dudc qua chiéu
dal lich si¥, ma rd nhat khi thién hlffiﬂg nay bling
nd & mot nhém manh, di cing ¢6 xong nhitng
hinh thifc quin bi, d61 vdi nhitng nhém ban dia,
cudc sdng con gin bé (hoa binh) cling thién nhién.
Lich sif con ngudi 1a lich st dAm m4u ciia nhitng
cudc tudng tranh. Chi cé khéc: § trudng hdp bi
1ay dét clia tho dén, né la chi&n tranh ti¥ d6¢c mot
phia. Ciing khong thé goi céc cude chinh phuc
thuc din la chién tranh. Khong c¢6 mét tuyén
chién, O Bic My nhitng chi&n binh da dé cdn
lam nhitng cudc khing cu, § Uc thi cudc xam
lugc hau nhw hoan tit rit nhanh. N&u cé nhitng
Saladin trong cudc cim cuf ciia thd din, chic chin
ngudi ta da nghe dén trong nhitng thién anh hiing
ca clia ho roi. Khong c6 Saladin da ndu nao dudc
nhdc t§i trong nhitng truyén tich hién dai ctia thé
dan Uc. Nhitng th§ dan Uc ¢6 nhidu huyén tich
d€ giai thich trdi dat, phong thd, nhung ho khong
tao dung nhitng thi€n anh hiing ca. Ho v& sa mac,
nhung khong tac tugng dai.

Thé dan, néi gon nhw mét dinh nghia, I3 ngudi
ban dia titng la chii cii cia mét viing dat ma nhitng
cudc chinh phuc xam lude da day ho thanh nhitng
ngudi thi€u s&, bi mit qué huong trén ving dat
cua minh. Két qui ctia cudc chiém dit cé ndi
dua tdi cAn ké tuyét chiing, tin tuyét din s6, khip
ndi la sy dong hod trén nhiéu binh dién, sv loai
trir khoi giong vin hod chd hru ciia ké chinh phuc.
Néu ban chdp nhén dinh nghia nay (thay vi chiing
han, “Th8 dan 12 d8i chin tudi tho va la vAng
trdn gia nua nhdt cia con ngudi”, nghe cling ra
gi) thi thic su trén ban d6 nhén vin clia th€ gidi
nhitng cong dong thd dan hién dién d§ d6m khip
khap, tif Bic xubng Nam, tir Déng sang Ty - thé&
gidi ¢6 thd dan culwu & Uc, thd din Maori & Tan
Tay Lan, tho din da dé & Bic My, & Mexico, &
chiu My La-tinh, khuft trong ritng gia Amazon,
thé din Inuit 8 Canada, Alaska; thd din
Polynesian, Melanesian ¢ nhitng hai ddo Thdi
Binh Dudng; nhitng bd lac thi€u s§ s6t lai trong



nhitng quéc gia Phi Chau hju thudc dia tra lai tir
ba nudc Anh, Phip va Dic; tho dan Tay Tang -
néu nhu Trung Hoa vin i€p tuc cudc Hin hoi:
thé dan niim dudi dang “dan toc thi€u s6” & Viet
Nam ma dan tdéc Cham la mét thi du. Khi néi 161
thé dAn mdt nudc, ngudi ta ciing khdng nén quén,

rit co thé ching ta dang néi tdi rat nhiéu b lac,

bb toc khac nhau. G Uc thé dén 12 tdp hdp cua
hang trim b0 toc c6 ngdn ngit khiac nhau, va giao
luu trén mdt nén luét ¢f 6n hoa trong sudt qué
trinh cr v hang chuc nghin nam.

Trai rong, phin tAn manh, phin cum nho, duy
tri su sinh ton mot cAch 4n ling, khong tao thanh
th& Iyc chinh tri, khéng lién minh, khong gia nhip
cAi gi - lién k€&t hay phi-lién-két, khong cé sic
manh kinh t€, ngdn ngit vi viin hod bi de doa
bi€n mat, néu khong 14 di bi€n mat roi; thd dan
ding 14 su ling quén va bd mic kha lau trong
lich stt nhitng viing dit bi 18y tring. Nhung nhu
mot nghich 1§, thd din ciling 1A su ton tai kién tri
li Iom, st thach thitc ca gan, va gin diy cé ndi
thd dan tim dudec mot su hoi sinh trd lai. Dicu
quan trong nifa 14, chinh bang su ton tai gian nan
clia ho, thd dan cho con ngudi nhin lai va ton
trong nhitng gid tri song ¢d ban nhat, nhitng
nguyén Iy ti€n hanh dvi séng, st dung ning ludng,
k¥ thuét trong th€ quén binh véi méi trudng phong
tho riéng biét dic thit cia méi ving. Nhimng t6
chitc mbi sinh qudc t&€ nhu Green Peace, cic hoi
doan bao ton dit v mdi sinh clhia cdc qudc gia,
cic dang Xanh & Pic, Uc..., nhitng hiép udc quic
t€ moi sinh k¥ nghé nhu Hién chuong Mbi sinh
Kyoto, da vo hinh trung dén nhin nguyén Iy vé
phét trién trong kha ning chiu dung ctia méi sinh
von di c6 trong cic xd hoi thd din. Minh triét
ctia thd dan, ndm chinh trong su song cin trong,
s duy tri bin sdc va cin cudc kinh qua mét lich
sif bao dong ciia thé gidi cin dai - di tir thdi thude
dia qua gidi thue, hiu thudc dia, toan cau hoa.
Bai hoc ciia st tOn tai ndy von mang mét § nghia
cAp thiét, s& con cip thi€t hon khi, s& khdng con
xa nifa, ddu hda, khi hoi, cic ngudn nguyén liéu
bi tAn khai trén qué dat

N6i rang thd din 12 ndi dung tién k¥ thuat tin
ti€n clia con ngudi thi cling khong ting cao hay
ha thip tAm ditng ctia thd din. The gidi k¥ thuat
hod, thi thé dan vin nhu mdt khéi thach thitc,
ti€p tuc néi t&i dit dai, sdng ngdi, bi€n ca, ning,
nhat lwgng, nhu nhitng gi thi€t y&u nhit cla cudc
song. Th€ gidi budc toan ciu hda, thi thd din néi
{61 ban sdc, chong dong ho4, chéng nhiing nhin

hiéu cla cac cong ty lién qudc. ThE gidi dit tai
lirc 1€n uwu Gén hang dau, thd din quay lung lai
vdi Wall Street, co phan dau tr, Index nay, Chi sé
no. Th& gidi di dao, di 14y, di phung pha cho Muc
Tiéu Lén - Phét Trién, tho din néi t6i nudi dudng,
nurture, 14i tao. Con nguti chon chat khong do
nodi ¢ didm dau cha con ngudii manh tay, con nguii
hoang phi, con nguti hi€u thing, duong oai, nhung
con ngudi chon chat ton tai kién tri, kién nhén.
Con ngudi tién ki thuat tin ti€n khi budce di hém
nay anh ta c6 nhin ngim con ngu®i k¥ thuit, trong
khi con nguti k¥ thuét thi bay rit nhanh trén cai
qui dao hinh ti€n, khong nhin lai phan ndi dung
cfi, nhitng muc tiéu budi dau. Va ciing vi thé, nén
ngay nay th&€ gidi ¢6 di moi mén hang, can thiét
va khong can thi€t, Jam nén tit k¥ thuit. Nhung
k§ thut khong chi phuc vu tiéu thu, bit k€ phi
pham, k¥ thuit con dé danh 4t n6i hodng sd mién
man cla con ngudi: ky thuit cho qudc phong,
cho vii khi bn ra, cho nhitng cubc chién tranh
khong dift, Iic 1di, liic no bung, iy sv diéu dong
ciia nhitng quyén Iuc chi chdt. Nhitng ki thudt
iy ciling trwe ti€p 4nh hudng t6i tho din. Nhiing
viing dit ciia thd din da bi bi€n thanh dia trudng
thi nghiém. N6 xay ra 8 My, Uc, TAy Tang, cic
dao Thai Binh Dudng. “K¥ thuit khong phai 14
lam chu thi€én nhién ma la tudng quan giita thién
nhién va con ngudi,” khi néi th€ Walter Benjamin
nhu dang dat ching ta trudc, cung mdt lic, ngudi
thd dan Inuit tén Nanook, cia nim 1922, nhirtrong
cudn phim ctia nha lam phim tai liéu tién phong
Robert Flaherty: Nanook, véi k¥ thudt xdy mai
nha tuyétigloo, cich phong ngon déo ¢6 diy budc
tay ctia anh, ]a mdt cuc; v & cure kia nhitng chi€c
thu di giét c4 voi, hay trai Iugi rong ra vét long
bién clia ngudi Nhit trén bi€n ci ngay nay. Hay
mdt thd dan Uc hoan thién chi€c boomerang mai
cho cii dung khi di sin ¢6 dudc mét duting bay
vong vé tay, theo mot @ chudn xdc clia luc dong
hoc, va & cuc kia mot thian nhién cho nd thit
nghiém vii khi nguyén tir 16 thién, trén nhitng viing
ddt bd toc con ngudi sdng, nhu di xdy ra trong
thiap nién 1950 & trung bd Uk,

Hién dién & ngoai bién, ngoai tam chd § cia
truyén théng, thuc tai thd din 12 mdt thuc tai cAim
nin. Di san viin hda tho dén truyén tdi ngdm ling
1&, chi€u ndi, cAm cu ; m6t su truyen tai vin hoa
co ca hang rao tu dung dé tw bao vé. Trong khong
khi d6, mot ké bén ngoai khdng dé ma xAm nhép,
khao citu, Nhitng bidc hinh, nhifng doan phim cta
nhitng chuyén vién din téc hoc cilia thdi gian tién
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phong luu trit trong vin kh6 da n bot thiy theo
thdi gian ma thuc tai vin héa thé din c niim
riéng trong long cic bo toc. Van hoc bén ngoai
ciing khong thé xadm xdm budc tdi hinh thanh tic
phAm néi vé thirc tai thd dén. Bruce Chatwin védi
The Songlines la mét trong vai biét I€. Octavio
Paz & thd va ti€u luin vé vin héa Mexico hiu
Cortez la mot trudng hdp khic. Nhung Paz Ia dia
con clia cudc chinh phuc, 12 mot ké c6 ditng trong
ldbng mdt di sin vin hda ngdn ngang cia ké chinh
phuc mang giong mau Ty Ban Nha va tho dan
mang gidong mau ban dia da dé, chit khong phai
la ngudi ngoai. O kich, Peter Brook va chuyén di
vao Phi Chiu vio nidm 1972 ciing 11 dién vién
thé gidi d€ tim mdt ngdn ngit kich mdi 14 mét
truding hdp ciing c6 thé nhic t6i, di khéng hin
tach biét nhv mot cd ging di vao khu vuc di sin
thd din. Ding ra, né 14 su tim tdi di sdn truyén
khéu, truyén théng, cb sd ciia du muc, caa dan
gian, cia huyén thoai néi chung, hiu liy ra mot
thit nghé thuit sin khiu mdi cho th€ giéi cubi
th€ ky thit hai muoi.

Khi di tim Songlines, Chatwin cling mu6n tim
xem dau 1a di sdn cia th€ gidi trong di sin nay
clia thd dan Uc. Nhitng con dudng duge ddnh dau
nhi 16 trinh thi€ng kia khong chi c6 néng trong
sa mac Uc, n6 c6 ca trong nhitng ving dét vin
héa co, nhv ley-lines (vong da x€p tron) & Anh,
nhuw Lapps (viing d4 h4t) clia Phan Lan. Vin hoc
truyen khau co ciia th€ gidi néi chung con dude
Iuu giit 12 nhd mot tri nhd cong dong va mot cau
tric gin bé vdi phong thd. Nhitng con dudng ca
hat ciia thd dan Uc, la ndi chita giit thd ca cong
dong co sd nhat, ciu triic cia né 14 nhitng diém
tht phudng (sacred site) ma nguol ngoai b toc
khong thé xAm nhip. Songlines trén mit dia Iy 1a
nhitng con dudng di tif phudng Bic clia chiu luc
di xudng, m6t hanh trinh di cirtrong cé thdi. Nhung
nhitng con dudng 1am nén tit nhitng bai thd truyén
khiu da dudc sdng tao khdi dau véi nhitng nhitng
thi si ¢6 50, khi ho tray bd xudng kham ph4 viing
d4t méi sdu mudi nghin ndm trudc, con 12 nhitng
twdng quan giita dia 1y va nhan van. Nhifng bai
thd (dreamings) khong phai la thit ngdn ngit mé
td canh quan, tai hi€n né trong nghia mé phéng
(mimesis) ma dding vdi ¥ nghia khdi thuy ctia tho
l4 sdng tao: nhifng ngudi ca hat khdi thuy 4y tin
ring phong thé dat nudc dudc dung 1én sau cdi
phép xudng 18 ctia ho. Nhitng bai thd truyén tir
ddi nay qua ddi khac Ia phong thd, bién cudng,
su dan dit, phuong huéng, su thiic goi hanh trinh,
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dong thdi la cin cudc linh hon linh khi cia bd
toc, Ching 14 di sdn An mat clia cdc bd tdc, dude
gift gin sudt thdi k¥ trin Ap dai gin hai thé ky.
Nhitng dita con ctia bd tdc ciing ding mau sic tir
da khodng vé lai bai ca 4y bang ky hiéu: nhitng
chim, nhifng vong cung, vong tron, ky hiéu cla
phong thd, cla td-tem vét t0, nhu trong bai ca
clia 1¢7i, clia lui. Va, mot 1an nita, & linh wire tao
hinh nay, ciling chi c¢é ngudi cia bd tdc mdi dudc
vé bai thd caa bd tdc minh.

The Songlines cua Chatwin, xuit ban nim
1987, ra mit trong thdi ky song lai clia nghé thuit
thé dan Uc, cubn tiéu thuyét it chat hw cAu nhat
trong tit ¢4 cic thé loai tiéu thuy&tnay tinh cd 1a
mot trang ghi nhin dep dé vé cdi nén dit thd ma
ngudi da tring Uc trudc diy di khéng mubn thiy
la “thiéng”, 14 c6 chi, ¢6 lich sit. Nhitng bitc tranh
vé& Dreaming ctia nhitng thd din bd toc song trong
sa mac ngay nay nhd nhitng curator birng tinh va
can dam, da di tGi vdi nhitng gallery trung bay
tranh trén the gidi. Bi€t diu suniy ciing mot phan
nhd vao cAnh clta md ra tlit The Songlines. C6 nha
phé binh ting ndi nhitng chim mau, nhitng kY
hiéu trong nhitng tranh Dreaming truyén théng
(ngin ddfi r61) ctia thd dan finh ¢ di gip gd nhitng
k¢ hiéu tritu tugng trong tranh ciia Au Chiu, lam
nht nhitng tho d4n sa mac, ldp tranh trén cling
mot vién ki€n véi nhitng hoa si hién dai gbc Au,
nhu Kandinski, Miré Ryder, Orozco, va nhit 1a
Pollock, nguti hoa si trong thip nién 1940 dd ki€m
tim dé hau nhu toan bd hoa pham trong thii ki
niy ctia 6ng mang nhitng 4nh hinh t6-tem, huyén
thoai. Hon hai trim nim truéc, 1788, ai c6 thé
néi vé nghé thuat thd dan Uc v6i nhitng ngudi
budc xudng tf Ham Pdi Thit Nhat chd th di tim
dit nguc? Va cé ndi, thi s& cb ai quan tim dé tai?

St séng lai clia nghé thuit thd dan Uc gin
day di lién véi su cong nhin moi ton trong hd
(Uong trong moi trudng da van héa. N6 da tdi vao
giai doan chuyén bién manh nhét vé mat ¢ thic
clia th€ gidi hién dai, giai doan dit dinh lai gia tri
d Tay Phuong - bit dau giita thip nién 1960. Thap
ni€n 1960 cia nhitng xung d6t chua ngd ngi
(Chién Tranh Lanh Tu Bin/Cong Sdn, Chién
Tranh Viét Nam - di€ém n6ng thoét lita cho Chi€n
Tranh Lanh), & My 1a thip nién ctia nhitng manh
hinh 4dnh bao ddéng ma ngudi din My ching ki€én
dugc trén man TV néu khong 1a tin mit: cic cudc
am sat lanh tu: John F Kennedy, Martin Luther
King, Robert Kennedy, nhitng cudc bao dong
trong khubn vién dai hoc, trén dudng phd, & ngay



H6i Nghi Tién Tuyén Cit cac chinh
ding, tit ca d6 trén cii nérn mau do
nhitng ngay nhiét ddi bén kia Thai
Binh Dudng. O Au Tiy néi chung
1960 ciing 1a thip nién biing nd nhitng
xudng duong, tranh luin, nhitng doi
hoi, tir trong long tri thirc, cac dai hoc,
d€n ra ngoai dién truting xa hoi, cong
xrdng, nha thd, cc to chifc ton gido,
x4 hoi. 1960 & Uc, tuong to, 1a thap
nién xét lai v€ tinh ddc lap qudc gia
(vi Anh), tuong hé vdi A Chau, va
vé tuong giao chiing tdc trong nudc,
gitra di din cii va mdi, dua tdi md cira
va da vin héa. Vi thd dan Uc, cude
trung cau din ¥ vho nim 1967 vé thd
din la” khic quanh quan trong nhét
cho twdng hé mau da trén X sU nay.
K&t qua ctia Referendum 1967 chinh
thitc trén mat hi€n phap hiy bd nhitng
chinh sach, luiit tic, thai dd ky thi doi
v&i thd dan. Tt di€m lich st nay, nhicu
chinh sich khdng gidu che tinh ky thi
cla qua khit truGe d6 d@d dudc xét lai.
Céc cong dong thd dan bit dau cb
quyén bau ctt, biu tinh, vin dong ddi
lai dat dai bi tudc doat, nhat 1A nhitng
viing sinh hoat cii, nhitng nén dit
thiéng nam trén nhitng songlines.
Ciing bat dau tir day, ngudi da tring
khong cé quyén ly tdch nhitng tré em
thd din, nghia 13 giat ching ra khoi
ban tay ctia ba me thé din, dé dem di
nudi vao nhifng gia dinh da tring hay
nhifng trai mo cdi ciia nha thdy. Thé
hé thd din 16n 1én trong nhitng gia
dinh da trang tu goi minh I lost gen-
eration, th€ hé thatlac. Dy 1a thé hé
dang lAm nén phén chi Iuc cia cdng

phan nhi€én hao

ha ndi mua dong 2004
(khong phai 1946)

Khdch san pht Hang Trong

ctia s6 rém hoa mévao tuong nha khdc
udng toan nitde Lavie

nhan hiéu ngoai nhdp danh tiéng an toan
(xit s& thucong xuyén tidu chay

ngiloi giau uong Hennessy

gidi trung luu thich dun soi niide ld

cho them 6 tra

din ngheo gidi khdt bang vé s6

cdc anh hiing trong qud kit uéng cdm thi
bdy giv'van thich mén tiét canh).

Hoa nhya liic nao ciing tiioi va mién phi
giong hét nu cuvi MTV

trén truyén hinh cdp tiéng Anh dé dang dige
chdp nhén. Vi su khong biét.

Pho cil nhit biit chi mon vet

k¥ hoa khudn mdt ning mila

khudn mdt ba cu co ro diidi cot dén

bdan Marlboro trén met tre.

Chieu Ha Nji miia dong chdp choang sém
finh ddy tif con mé

thdy ké ddnh cdp doi song mink

van ditng duéi duong kién nhan dap mdy xe.

ddng thd din hdm nay trén dit Uc. Qué khd cia
thé-hé-that-lac dang c6 mat trong van, phim anh,
thd, nhac, nhac kich. C6 thé néi nhitng dita con
cia thé hé nay da lam lai cudc phuc hung nghé
thuét th8 din trong 20 nim qua, 4y Ja Sally Mor-
oan § tu truyén My Place (Chon cia tHi), Tracey
Moffatt & phim ngin Night Cries: a Rural Trag-
edy (Nhitng tiéng kéu cia Dém T6i: Mot Bi Kich
Miét Qué), Leah Purcell - Box the Pony (LAy

_ Thing Up Ngua Non) & nhac kich; nhitng cudn
""" phim nhu The-Rabbit -Proof Fence (Hang Rao
Ngin Thd Hoang) clia dao dién Philipp Noyce,

nhitng vd kich nhu Black Medea (dao dién Wesley
Enoch) trén san khau Belvoir va Melbourne The-
atre Company. Nhitng dita con clia th& hé 4y lam
nén Poan Vii Bangarra hing diu clia qubc gia
Uc, 12 nhitng tai ning linh dao 3 Adelaide Arts
Festival 2004 v&i chi dé “Phép chita lanh Thuong
tich & Nghé thuat”.

Ciing nhin it nudc Uc, rieng n6i v& hién dai,
sau khiic quanh 1967 da c6 mét giong thd ca va
kich sin khiu phdn 4dnh qui khi ca nhitng su
tin ph4 vin hod tho din, noi bat nhat 12 Kath
Walker, Jack Davis va Judith Wright. Walker va
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Davis i thd dan, Wright la hdu dué ctia mét gia
dinh giau c6 rudng dit canh tdc xiy dung trén
d4t bo toc. CA ba nha tho nay khdng chi viét ma
con 14 nhitng nha hoat dong cho phong trao doi
lai dat dai, vd c6 nhitng uy tin manh mé& trong
vin gidi. Trong 30 ndm trd lai diy, chd ditng cla
van hoc nghé thuit thd dan Uc di thoitra va di
xa hon chuyén fim lai dit. Nhitng dé i vi nhitng
cach thé hién di ra khoi bién gi6i bd tdc, nhit la
d Iinh vue kich, héi hoa va phim dnh. N6 xuAt
hién & Edinburg Festival, ¢ Venice Biennale, va
ti€p tuc di tdi § nhitng sin khdu vi gallery & cic
nu6c, nhw 1a nghé thuit cia Uc, chit khéng con
déng khung nhw nghé thuit truyén théng bd toc.
Ngudi doc, ngudii thudng ngoan tim thiy th€ gidi
tirng 4n giiu kia da dang, phitc tué€, khon luting
nhv di séng dang bién dang mdi lic clia todn xa
hoi. Ngay ca nhitng phién ban truyén khiu & tho,
truyén, du ky, nhitng foorage phim anh rdi rét chd
nay choé kia, trong bdi cdnh xéa den lam tréing
ctia hdm qua, khi dudc tdi hién lai bang nhifng
hinh thi'c ngh€ thuit hom nay né lam bat hién,
khong chi 1a duva ra 4nh sing nhiing cai timg bj
khuét l4p & qud khi, ma c nhitng vin dé dang
s6i noi trong 1ong timg mdi cd nhin, tho dan, di
din cil, di ddn mdi. Ngudi ta s& bit gip ¢ do
nhitng khi€m khuyét chung, nhitng manh dé dé
v ciing la chung,

Nhu mdt tiéu dé clia nghé nhéin thd dan hém
nay: Living Black, Living Deadly (S6ng Den, S6ng
Ngon Lanh) [ deadly = cool mdt tir khiu ngit thd
din], cdi hdm qua 14t lai, lai s6ng, ngudi tho din
cuti vao chinh ho black fellas, lin ngudi anh em
white fellas, balanda (ngoai bo tdc), cai cuti dung
di ¢6 thé dudgc giai thich nhuy mét 6 chdi thé nan
nhéin di bi tc hi€p, nghia 13 khéng than khéc,
khong tu thuong cam. Thai d6 nghé thuit 4y dén
tif cA mét cai nhin thay rong hdn, mét vién ki€n,
rang moi ngudi ding trén cling mot viing dat sé
ganh thuc tai chung ciia viing dat dé, khong phan
biét thd dan, di dAn méi t6i, hay I con chdu cia
ké chinh phuc, nhitng ké din dao vin héa chinh
mach. Nghé thuét thd dan Uc clia hai muoi nam
tr¢ lai diy, trong c4i md cia vin hod clia qudc
gia, vira la thd din, vda la hién dai da vin, né
khong khudc tir sy o phé phén, nhin vao nhitng
d6 v& chinh trong ban thin dvi séng thé din, trong
bao dong gia dinh, su vong thin, cudc tranh dau
vdi nhip song. Tu nhién nhv mot hé qua cha da
vin héa, vin héa tho din 1a chit men cho nhiéu
nghé nhan t6i it giobng chinh mach hay nhitng di
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din mdi t8i tir nhitng ngudn vin héa A Chéu, d
4m nhac, sifc song trong vin héa thd din dd nhip
vAo trong nhitng tdc pham dic sic clia nhitng nha
soan nhac qudc gia nhu Peter Sculthorpe (Earth
Cry,Kakadu, Requiem), hay Liza Lim - dfa con
cia lan séng di dan thit ba. Tinh cdch hod thin
bi€n thé trong nghé thuit da vin tho din sit canh
di din da giy dung cu thé ¥ thic chung trong
cong chiing, khi hon mét triéu ngudi xudng dutng
ting hd cho muu cau Héa Gidi/Reconciliation ciia
thé dén.

Khi rudng dat bi nan x6i mon phd hoang, nhiing
nha néng da tring chdt nhin ra dinh ménh cia
ho khéng cach ly khoi dinh ménh ctia nhitng thd
din da tirng c6 mat trén dat Ay. Trong con han
hdn thiéu dot dat canh tdc, ngudi luu din tim ra
Mat trdi ciia thd dan, vira 13 ngudn tao sinh su
sdng, vira 14 ngudn clia c4i chét. Ciing thé, khi bi
dat trudce sur ki thi cia thi€u s cuc doan, nhitng
di dan A Chau tim ra thd dan trong tuy&n khédng
cu clia minh. M&i tudng hé giita tho din va nhifng
di dAn méi thuc ra gan giii, gin bé hon ngudi ta
von nghi rat nhiéu, ngoai nan ky thi ching toc,
cdn nhu ciu on tai, con cin cude, ban sic vin
héa. Trong bdi cAnh Uc, c6 thé ldp lufin ring chinh
sich Uc Tring (White Australia) di bi thay thé tir
fif trong bon mudi nim qua, trude hét vio nam
1966 vdi dao ludt cho phép ngudi khong phai gdc
Au dudge trd thanh céng din Uc, k€ t6i 1a cubc
trung cau dan ¥ hiy bd ky thi thd dan vao nim
1967, va thit ba [a su thong qua Pao Luit Chong
Ky Thi Ching Toc (Racial Discrimination Act)
vao ndm 1975. Quan trong khong kém la quyét
dinh cia chinh phit Malcolm Fraser vao nhiing
ndm 1976 trd di cho hon 70 nghin ngudi ty nan
Viét Nam vao Uc, bdt ddu “lan séng di din thd
ba” tdi tit A Chau. B6n mudi nim cdi m& va md
cla cho di dén tdi tit moi ndi, rd nét nhat 1a A
Chau, ciing 14 40 nim cong nhéin tho din c6 mot
chd diing binh ding hon. Neudc lai, Khi nude Uc
x0n Xxao mudn quay lai thdi ky cin rd di dén,
quay vé doc vin hod, nhwr vao giai doan 1997,1998
thi thd dén va di d4n g6c A 1a hai thanh phin b
tin cdng dong lic va bing mdt mot cdi nhin nghi
ky twong tw. Pa vin héa hay dong hod, md rong
ctta hay bdo vé bién cuong? Nudc Uc vin do dim
hai budc ti€n, mdt bude lii, va ciing khé d€ néi
trdc dang phai pao la ti€n bd, ding phii nao la
béao thi. (Nhitng ngudi nghich dang c6 khi lai déng
¥ v@i nhau trén binh dién md¢ clta da vian hoa.
Khuynh huéng ti€p cin A Chéu, ton trong thd




dan cia Paul Keating (ILabor) trong giai doan giiia
thap nién 1990 gan giii vdi khuynh huéng dén
nhin A Chéu, chdp nhan doi hdi hoa giai cha thd
dan ctia Malcolm Fraser (Liberal) trudc d6). O
b&i cdnh du Ja da vin hod ciia Uc, ro rang thd
dan va nhitng nhém di din A ChAu ciing cAm
thiy vin hod ctia ho néu khéng dudc ham dudng
s€ nam G ngoai bién ctia viin hod gidng chinh.
Ca hai déu tranh ddu d€ giit dudc phan nao cin
cutde va ban sic clia minh trudc hwc dong hoa (c&
tinh hay khdng) cha gidong viin héa cha luu. Su
vang mit thi€u ti€ng néi cia ho trén dién dan
bdo chi, trén cdc phudng tién truyén thong dai
ching chinh mach la o

rang, va khéng c6 may hy

bién hom qua, hom nay dang ti€n vio cin ké véi
vong 16i chinh mach. Liéu ching c¢6 nim trong
nhitng Canor, nhitng Thit di€én Ldn , nhitng “Cudn
Sach L.on” - ndi nhw nhin vit Etta Joseph ctlia
Sherman Alexie? Di€u nay chic 1a khong cip
thi€t bing liéu chiing c6 néi 1én dudc thii dai,

coi song chung gdp clia con ngudi trong thdi dai

nay khong. Hiu hién dai Ia mot thé gidi da dang,
pha tap, chung dung, cong hdp, va cham, v3 manh,
ﬂy cling 1a thé€ gidi dang di t6i nhitng ldn ranh
mdi. L.in ranh thdi ndo Chief Seattle di canh bao
- giita s6ng budc qua sdng s61- van con do, dang
dun 1an t6i mOt lan ranh nita: Ay 1a lan ranh ti€p

glap su tuyétchung, su de

doa tuyét ching, dang

3E=E s ol = é ~
vong cu chira, cing la ;“3 e dién ra hang ngay & nhiing
nhv nhau. g goc khuat cla trai dat, &
Nhiing dit kién chinh & i mit ngdn ngit, vin héa
tri thuc tég'nhﬁ v:':_‘{y khong = ' ik lin sﬁgdﬁn. o B
nim ngodi thuc tai thé £H8F 5 i Ching ta hiy doc I&i
din, di d4n. Ching ciing 55 g e S cAnhbdokhdn cap clia Du
la k&t qua ning ddng clia . o i i an Genographic:
nhiing vin déng khong “Chiing ta c6 I€ chi ¢6
ngitng va khéng nhé cia mot thé hé doc nhit con
rit nhiéu con ngudi cé =B 56t lai d€ chup bat mot pd
nhéan trong x8 héi1, ma & hinh, mét snapshot, di
nhiing ggwﬂi E:ﬁm bat la = =_‘;§,—;¥j- SREERE  truyén liinh cﬁa.lich's!fr
dang k&, ho da dong médt é” : i nhén loai tnrdc khi né bién
vai tro khéng nho cho i it Ei%-ﬂ“ it e mat, khong bao giy thiy
muu cAu binh ding thé i S Jainta
dan. O Uc Patrick White, [ S5 i g*‘*‘% (We may therefore
Judith Wright, Kath Lt o S il HEs gl G
Walker cia thdp nién ﬁ*ﬂ%{ g i ";rm_a‘:.‘fﬁi - tion remaining to capture
VR =t R .
1960 - dudc ti€p ndi vai Lom i REREEEE I T T e 2 genetic ‘snapshot’ of the
Thomas ihﬁﬂﬁﬂ‘hﬁmﬂ

Kenneally,
David Malouf, Germaine
Greer, Sally Morgan, Brian castro, Lionel
Fogarty.. 4y la chua k€ nhitng hoa si di dua thS
din vio tim thic clia qubc gia sau Th& Chién 11,
nhu Russell Drysdale, Arthur Boyd, nhitng nha
vi€t sit nhu Manning Clark, nhifng nha xuit ban,
nhitng nha bdo khoéng ngirng dwa muu ciu ciia
thé dan 1én dién dan quéc gia (mbt chinh khach
O Uc titng goi mia ho I nhitng phin & “deo bing
tay den”, trong nghia nhin mai vao qua khi, dé
tang khi tang ch€ di qua thoi, dd mén han).
Lan khuét trong nhitng manh v8 clia mot the
gidi khong tim diém, mit hé truc (Paz), nhitng
tdc pham ca nhén clia nhitng con ngudi, tho din,
di dan, lan 161 vigt bién gidi, da d€ lai mdt di san
nhin vin khong nhé. Nhifng tic phim & ngoai

history of our species be-
fore it is lost forever.)

Genographic Project - National Geographic
Society

(5 canh bdo trén, tit “snapshot” khéng ding
ham chita mot nghia 0di odm. Khi k&t tinh the k¥
thit 20, th€ ky 6 nhitng cude chi€n tranh khéc
liét nhdt da 161 kéo nhi€u phe, nhi¢u phia, giy
nén céi ch&t va thuong tich cho hiing muoi triéu
con ngudi, th€ ky da nhin thdy su hinh thanh va
cdo chung clia nhitng ch€ d6 toan tri, cii dén va
di clia chiing con khién ngudi séng bang hoang,
iy ciling 12 th€ ky cla nhitng hd sdu cuc 16n: su
thita mita qua d6 sit k€ nhitng din toc chét déi,
duc lac va tr do sat ké bén tit diy va xua dudi ;
ki thuit tin ti€n sit k& bén tran trudng, tring
tay; sit ch€ ngu toan ciu ctia mét loai viin hda sat
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k& bén su triét tiéu cla nhitng nhém nguti bé
nho, nhitng nhém ngdn ngit, vin héa bé nho. Mot
snapshot. TAim hinh duong bén gien t& cho con
ngudsi nhin thdy gia dinh t6 tong clia minh trong
mét ci tém thu chdp mit, co 1€ 1a rit quan trong.
N6 cho ngudi ta nhin lai cdi chung trong titng moi
cd nhian. Poan duding con nguoi da di qua la dai,
nhung so vdi tudi trai dat, né ciing ching 13 bao.
Con ngudi sé khic phuc di biét, sé lap nhitng hé
siungin cdch dé cing di ti€p, hay tAm hinh snap-
shot nay 1a thém mot trif vat ndm chim trong kho
tai liéu hoang ph€, mét di 4nh trén bé d4 ban thd
mai hau? Ciu hdi nay ciing nhu nim trong bi 4n
dinh ménh ma Chief Seattle da nhic t6i trong
thinh nguyén the g&i chinh quyén M§ ding 2 trim
nim vé trrée.

Phan Phu Chd

Nhitng manh rdi vé tho din

1. K& khic khéng hién hitu: diy 12 mbt niém
tin duy 1y, mdt niém tin khong ctitu chira dudc clia
Iy tri con ngu®i. Cin cudc = thuc tai, lam nhu' 14,
sau cing, moi thi cin thi€t va tuyé&t d6i phai 1A
mét va nhv nhau. Nhung ké khic tit chdi bién
mét; né ton tai ngdm, né kién tri sdng; Ay 1a khic
Xuong cing lam gay ring 1y tri.

Antonio Machado - dé tir vao tip Mé& L6 Co
Dadn (The Labyrinth of Solitude) cua Octavio Paz

2. Muén hi€u mét ai d6, ban phai x6 chén vao
do6i giay cua ho ma di.

Ngan ngif ctia thd din Bic My,

3.“Tu nhén 12 mdt ngudhi du muc da tring, moi
lAn man clia Chatwin vdi nhitng b6 lac lang thang
clia sa mac bit tin xu” Uc dem lai mdt trong
nhitng chin dung nong nhiét nhit cia mét chiing
toc bi pha nat bdi nrou, diéu ma nhiéu ngudi Uc
khic thim kin hy vong la mét Giai Phap Chung
Cudc, Toi Hau, (lai cho phép) t dinh liéu lwong.

Trich doan, bia sau ciia The Songlines, Daily
Telegraph, 1987

4. “Trong van hoa Islam, va dic biét giita nhitng
dong Sufi, hanh tic di, hay nhip diéu di, dudc s
dung nht mét phuong tién thién xdo dé lam tan
bién dan nhitng ring budc vao cdi thé, cho phép
con ngudi tw tan mat vao Thuong PE... Khi t6i
nhic di€u nay vdi Arkady, anh ta bao né tudng tuf
gan giii vi mot khai niém cta thd dan Uc, ‘Nhiéu
con ngudi sau do tré nén la mdt véi qué huong, &
chdn Ay, ho 14 mot vdi td tién. Biéng ca cudc ddi
di va xudng 1én Bai Ca cla 0 tdng, mot ké sau
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cing trd thanh con dubing, t6 tién, va bai ca”

Bruce Chatwin, The Songlines, 1987

5. “Cudc ddi 12 mot cAy cAu. Pi ngang qua,
nhung ditng xdy nha trén 4y

Ngan ngit tho din Bic My, ghi lai trong The
Songlines

6. Nhitng quin doan ctia cuéc Thanh Chién
dau tién theo gido 1énh t8i cao ciia Gido Hoang
Urban Dé Nhi tién vé bién cudng clia vin minh
Islam bit dau vio ndm 1095. Ho di ngwa, doi mi
nbi va goi cudc chién iy la Thanh Chi€n. Tir A
Rip c¢6 goi nhitng quin nhan nay la franj (the
Franks),gidc TAy Duong. Vi tudng Islam lam chin
dong quan doan nay la Saladin, nguti dic biét
dé lai mot diu An trong tim thitc Au Chau trung
6. Dante Alighieri di cho Saladin vao trong tic
phim Hai Kich thiéng, ding tich nhu mot hién
nhan.

Theo Peter Craven, essay ‘Holy War, Holy
Wrongs’, The Age May 7, 2005

7. Ngay 18 thang 2, 1519, Cortez l1€n dudng
bit dau cudc chinh phuc Mexico, doan thuyén
gom 11 chi€c, vdi 508 binh nhan, 100 thiy thd,
vi- quan trong nhat - 16 chi€n ma.

Theo Britannica

8. Ngudti M Tay Cd, tré hay gia, criollo hay
mestizo, thudn Ty Ban Nha hay pha lai da dé,
quan tudng hay phu phen hay luit su, thay cii,
vdi t16i ho duting déu tu déng cita dé€ phong than:
khuén mit ho 14 mdt chi€c mit na, va nu cudi ho
cling thé.

Octavio Paz, The Labirynth of Solitude (Mé&
L6 cia C6 Pan)

9.

Khéng con tdm diém

héi trudmg ciia tap tu va 12 déng

Khéng con tric néi

nhiing ndm thdng phan tan

nhitng chdn troi gidi thé

Ho da ddn nhén 1én thanh phd

& mol cita nha

0] moi ddu trdn con ngudi

ddiu §

(Octavio Paz, “Vuelta” [Trd VE])

10.

Ho di vao cdi lang nho

Mot nhiim ngudi rach ha than, tri ndng, im ldng

Nhiing ké con sdt tit mot bo tic,

Ho dén déay dé tré vé vong bora ngay cil

Noi hém nay nhiéu ngudi dan éng da trdng voi
vang chay quanh nhu kién.

— s L s rE—
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Bdng treo bdn ciia cbng ty dia Sc: “Rdc C6
Thé D6 Xudng Pay”.

Chiing t6i I thién nhién la qud khit, la tdt cd
1 16 cil.

Bay gi¢ da bién mdt, da tit tdn.

Nhiing bui cdy dd bién mdt, con da diéu, con
kdng-gu-ru

dd bién mdt, khdi chon ny.

Vong bora dét thiéng da bién mat.

Pém lia trai corroboree dd bién mat.

Vi chiing 161 dang ra di.”

Oodgeroo Noonnuccal (Kath Walker), thi si Uc
“We Are Going” [Chiing t61 dang ra di]

11. Thé dan Tasmania la thd dan Uc t6i tir dai
luc trude khi muc nude bién Bass ding 1én chia
cit vdt dat lién cach day 10 nghin nim. Ngudi da
tring t6i dio vao nim 1803. Dan s& thd dén trén
ddo vao thdi diém niy cé chitng 2 nghin ngudi.
Nim 1804 ngudi da tring bat dau cudc Chién goi
12 Black War. P&n niam 1835 s6 thd din con sdng
sot 1a 2 trim ngudi, dude dua qua Pao Flinders.
Truganini 13 ngudi th déin cudi cling clia Tasma-
nia, ba ta mat vao nim 1876.

Ngudi thd din Tasmania cudi ciing - theo
Britanica

12. LA m6t tho dan da db Spokane, t6i chi cho
lén xe nhitng ban xin qui giang 13 thd din da dé.
To6i hoc dudc nghi 1€ nay tit cha t6i, mdt ngudi
thd dan giong toc Coeur d’ Alene, ngudi ma vin
[uén ludn dirng xe cho nhitng ngudi du muc thd
dan th€ k¥ hai mudi ma van khudc tir ¢4 hoi da
bién mat. Toi khong bi€t chdc ho tin tidng céi gi,
nhung ho deo mang hy vong nhi mang mét chi€c
sd mi mau sang ro

Sherman Alexie, nha vin hai giong mau da
dd Spokane / Cocur d’Alene truyén ngin “The
Toughest Indian In the World”/Ngudi Thé Dén
Da Pé Li Nhit Thé Gidi

13.

Cha t6i toc Noonuncal Ong phai giit tuc xia lé
cli

T6-tem ciia éng 1 rdn hé, khéng ai duge léc
da

Me téi giong Peewee, oang oang ba to biy

riin ho chi l& mot tai hoa

Oodgeroo, “Ballad of the Totems"/Tho hdt
chuyén to-tem

18. |

Nhitng Giai Cap Sang Trong Hon - Nhitng Giai
CAp Thip Hon; ngudi Anh - ngudi Uc ... Nhilng

st khai quat hoa chung chung, va datké bén nhau
do1 cap la nhitng trd mdi moc cai gi khién cho
mdt tinh huéng budn cudii cho modt ngudi Anh va
dc nghiét d6i v8i mdt ngudi Uc? Dudng nhu
nhitng ngay diu tién trén dit Uc nay da qua bao
tan d€ né khuyén khich mot dau 6¢ di dém nhay
bén & con ngudi ta. Nhitng con ngudi di chi€ém
dit khin hoang duting nhir la nhitng ké canh cdnh
st An lam cam cui hon 1a nhitng ke vui cudi. Ngay
cA ngudi di din Ai Nbi Lan dudng ciing di bo
tinh di dom va tri twdng tuong lai trén dat to, chi
dem theo v&i ho mot nhin Cong Gido dac thu,
nhitng git gdng cia ho, su yéu chuéng rudu bia
vi cA ngua trudng dua ctia ho. Tdi nhén thiy tinh
khéi hai ctia Uc thuc I khit x6m cii, o th€ cho
dén giita th& ky thd hai muoi.

Patrick White - Flaws in the Glass (Tu truyén
Nhitng Ti V&t trong Guong)

14. “Me t6i rat manh. Mot lan, ba nhit mot
trai dira va dip vao dau cha t6i. Cd Ay day 161 ve
tw vé, tu vé thay vi guc xubng mot dong”

Alice Walker, Maya Jaggi phdng van, The
Guardian Jan 15 - 2005

15. Dignity or Death

[Nhin phadm hay 14 chét]

Graffiti trén tuting ph& Redfern, Sydney

16. “Toi khong quan tAm t8i chup bat thuc tai,
t6i quan tim t&1 chinh minh tao ldy thuc tai d6”

Tracey Moffat, nha lam phim, tac gia phim
Night Cries: A Rural Tragedy

17. Night Cries: A Rural Tragedy: Phim ngin,
1989, khong d6i thoai, cinh tri lAp thanh tir st
dung nhitng tAim phong mau (tableau), hai di€n
vién: mdt thi€u phu thd din, dita con cla Lost
Generation va mot ba me Uc da trdng di gia,
st sdng tuy thudbe vao su chim séc clia ngudi
thi€u phu th$ din. Phim di qua nhitng di€m méiu
chét trong quan hé tho din v ngudi da tring,
kham pha qué khit ding co giita d6i bén, ca mit
x4 hoi 14n nhitng thé hién nghé thuit cia mdt
thdi chung dung. Cudn phim ngdn nay vira la
m6t phé phdn hinh thai qudn sit cia 161 phim
din toc hoc thdi k¥ thuc ddn, ma da déi nhin
thé dan bing ngdn ngit bit chup lam tai lidu.
Nhitng bang phong miu gdi ciu tric cla cic
hoa si Uc sau Th€ Chién II nhu Arthur Boyd,
Russell Drysdale, va hoa si tho din Albert
Namatjira, nén nghé thuét da cho 161 khic hoa
colonialist di vio gia khi¥, ciing nhw da bi€t nhin
thd din, di din bing con mit binh thu¥ng, binh
diang. Cudn phim vitYa mang nhitng théng diép
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chinh tri, phé phédn, vita la trinh bay mot cich
thé hién méi, ctia pha lai va cong hdp. Phim chdm
dtt v6i su sit dung phép 1ong footage ca si tho
din Jimmy Little, mdt ca si giai tri’, entertainer,
trong bo quin 4o tring, v6i mdt khic hoan ca
nha thd, gdi nhic thdi k¥ dong héa.

Lynne Cooke, “Tracey Moffatt - Free-falling

18. “P6i véi hidu hét ngudi da do, nhitng vi
sao trén nén trfi dém khong gi hon 14 nhitng bia
d4 ddu nAim mé rii rac rdi sudt mot nghia trang
t6i tim. Nhung nhitng ngudi da dé cha tdi cho
qui giang tir chdi tin vio su hién hitu ciia bau
trdfi. Ho 1a nhitng ngudi chit phéc chi tin vio ngdn
tay trd va cang chin . Cha t6i thém cé dugc su
chét phédc binh di kia. Ong mudn thay ddi cich
nghi cdch nhin clia ho vé ci hoi; dng mudn tach
md tim ho ra va thdy tudng lai trong mau ho. f)ng
yeu ho.

Sherman Alexie, “ The Toughest Indian of the
World/Ngudi Da P6 Li Nhat Thé Gidi”

19.

“The Long Slow Death of White Australia™

Tua dé sich, Gwenda Tawan, Scribe Publica-
tion, 2005.

20. Etta Joseph: Ong Cox, Spencer. Trong mét
trim mudi tim nim qua, t6i sdng trong thé gidi
clia Ong, the gidi da tring clia dng. PE tOn tai, dé
giy dung dan con dan c4i téi phai tring nim muoi
bay phit mot gid.

Spencer Cox: Con ba phiit kia?

EJ: Ay, thwa 6ng Cox, ba phiit 4y la khi t6i trd
lai ]am thd din, va dng khong c6 khai niém, ¥
niém gi, khong c6 cich gi bi€t cdi gi di€n ra trong
ba phiit 4y.

SC: Thé thi ba cho tdi biét. Toi c6 mat & day 1A
d€ biét diéu ay.

EJ. O! khong, khéng, khong, Ba phiit d6 thudc
vé chiing t6i. Ching rat bi mét. Cac dng di thuc
din héa dat cia thd din nhung tim t6i 6c 16 1A
mot coi khong ai thu'c dan hoad dudec.

Sherman Alexie, *“ Dear John Wayne”, The
Toughest Indian of the World

21. Trong xe, hay ding hon mot chin trong
xe, mot chin dit trén vé duting ngoai cia xe,
Mary Lynn khéc. Oi, God, ¢d ta yéu hin, cb ta
yéu doi khi vi hin da tring, thudng khi bat k€ t6i
mau da tring clia hin. Trong n6i so hii cia Mary
Lynn, ¢6 nhan ra mdt sy thuc Sitting Bull khong
bao gith bi€t: [t nhit c6 mot ngudi da tring cb cé
thé tin twdng dudc.

Sherman Alexie, “ Assimilation/Pong hoa”,
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The Toughest Indian of the World
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No I am not ashamed of our likeness,

of what is in that betrays me, a smell of salt

backwaters, a native

grasp on the gist

of things, our local patch

of not-quite-solid earth from which the vast
swing of the sky

is trackable

(khdng t6i khong xdu hd

vi sut gidng nhau ciia chiing ta, vi cdi gi trong
do phan boi toi

mot mut mudi

ao séng ndp khudt, mdt cdi ndm bt ban thé

cot 161 ciia nhitng vit the, manh ddt

ciia chitng ta, ctia dédt khdng hoan toan chit
ddc

tir dé cii ddo nghiéng réng lon bau troi

la déi tim theo ddu duoc )

(David Malouf - “The Crab Feast™)

23,

Spencer Cox: Nhitng cudn sédch dbi gatnay,
nhu ba dang goi ching diy, 14 nhitng van ban
chuin muc vé khu vuc thé din Trung Bo Salish.

Etta Joseph: Khéng 6ng, chang ¢6 gi chudn
muc cd Ching chila truyén thdng truyén khau
clia qui 6ng, chiing chita diy nhitng déi ldo,
khuéch dai, sai 1€ch va ngu mudi nhv nhing
truyén théng cia ching toi, vay thoi .

SC: Ba da doc ca nhitng sach v§ dy a7

EJ: Té6i doc tit ca nhitng sdch vd clia qii
6ng. Ong trung ra cho t6i mét cudn séch cia
ngudi da tring viét vé da do, t6i da doc rdi.
Ong trung ti€p cho tdi bat ki cudn nio trong
kho goi 12 Nhitng Tac Phdm Lén clia qui 6ng,
to1 cling di doc qua. Hemingway, Faulkner,
Conrad. Pa doc. Austen, Kafka, James, da doc.
Whitman, Dickinson, Donne. Pa doc. Chiing
t6i dim vao dai hoc nay, college no, vao ca
Harvard cta 6ng, chup lay danh siach nhitng
céican doc, toi da doc. Nhu th€ dd hang trim
cudn sich ciia qii 6ng, nhitng cudn s4ch cia
ngudi da trdng cac 6ng, hang nghin cudn. Toi
da doc ching ca.

SC: Ba mudn dua ra v gi khi néi nhitng diéu
nay vai 161 vay?

EJ: T6i bi€t vé cac 6ng nhiéu hon la cac dng
¢ bao gid bi€'t dude vé chiing toi.

Sherman Alexie, “ Dear John Wayne”, The
Toughest Indian of the World




tri thidc

dinh linh
phan nhi€n hao dich

51 khong phién long chuyén ban tli clia

t6i 12 mot “vg”. Hin rOng rii chia v4i

t61 nhitng thoi chocolate va thudc 14 ma
bon “chong” mua cho hin. Téi ciing khéng khé
chiu viéc hin 1a tri thite. T6i cling tri thic. Trong
chén niy, chi cin k€ duge tén thi phi hai ti€u
bang va doc bang chif cdi khéng vip, ngudi ta
dudce coi la tri thidfc. Nhung
chiing t6i1 tri thitc thi thiét.
Chiing t6i biét cdch 1y 1&.
Khdc nhau duy nhét giita toi
va hin: td1 tri thite hitu ¢d, hin
tri thifc vo6 cd.

T61 no1 vé cd theo nghia,
logic ctia hin khong dudc logic
lam.

Hin cho biét ca ddi bi 4m
anh vi hinh dang nhitng ludi
kéo: “Tao khodi chuy&n mot s&
ludi kéo diu ta, mdt sd diu
nhon. Chiing co thé dam, cat,
md toang hodc nhu miéng.”
Hin dua hai ngén tay ngang
mili lam ddng tic cit, cudi tinh
quii. Hin néi cAm thiy ngiy
ngit dudc & chdn nay: “Sudt
ddi tao mong vao day, du
khong biét né thé nao. Khong
phai sai 1am déiu, chi 12 mot
chon lya. Ngudi ta chon s6
phan minh.”

Vé vin. Toi dau chon vao
diy. Khong a1 chon vao diy.
Ly do ddy tdi vao ti 1A mdt con
bénh ngoai tim ki€m soit.
Khong ai ¢6 thé néi ti thich &
tit hon & ngoai. Vily do d6, hin
12 mot tri thidc vd cd. Hin suy di€n nhitng quy

luit phd quat dwa trén nhim lan cd nhdn. Hin
néi thém: “Biét chip nhén s6 phin, thim chi mét
sO phan quai dan, day dau dén kho s& clia chinh
minh va ké khdc, sau cing ngudi ta sé trd nén
thanh than, thing hoa!”

Y tudng nay dén tir tén ti chung thian khong
c6 kha nidng dudc 4n x4! Chuyén hin da lam
chic chin 1a tdi 4c,
nhung khong ghé tdm
hon tdi, hay hdn hau
hét nhing ké trong
nay. To1 khong 1€n an
hin. Cing khéng
mong hidn dn nan.
Picu ti phin doi 1a
cich hin nhin tdi 4c
nhu mdt phudng tién
kham phd ban thé.
“Pé hoan thién mot
ngudi,” hian tri€t ly,
“nhiéu ké khdc phai
bi htty hoai. Diéu nay
cling dang vdi nhifng
quoc gia.”

Néu diéu nay su
that, t61 khéng hing
thii mo6t sur vién man
nhu vay. T61 tha lam
nifa ngudi ditng din
con hdn thanh quysa

Hai nha

tri thic nguyén con.

(anh Té61 vao day vi da
Nguyén lam ton tho mudi hai
Hugng)

mang. T61 khéng hanh
dién. Toi 1y lam ti€c
viéc phdi tiéu phan
tudi tho con lai cia
chinh t6i trong sd thii bé-tdng va song sit, giita

THE KY 21 - SO 198 THANG MUCGS, 2005 - 75



dam nifa ngudi nita ngdm. (16i phuc vu trong quén
d6i bén nim, nhung chuyén dé ching Ia gi so vdi
& tiL.)

Hang tuin, trudc khi dudc udng Depo-Provera,
mét than dude gidp gidm con day vo tinh duc, toi
1a k€ nira ngudi na quai vat, nhung lic nay quai
vit dang ngti yén trong rudt, nén phan ldn toi c6
thé dudc xem 12 ngudi.

Téi ton thudng, khich dong va cing thang dén
mifc bat cit kich thich nhdé nao - miu quing cdo
dd 16t, tach cafe, chi€éc banh donut - cling di khién
t6i nghi: M4u! Toi titng nghi than thé minh 13 ludi
dao dai, ngay ngay thoc ve phia trude tim ki€m
nan nhan.

Khdi diu, t61 nhim mat giét bira, nhu dién,
chang tri€t 1§, nhung d&n khi nan nhén thit sdu
hoic bay gi d6 cim miéng (Diana? Susan?), khi
la ké duy nhAt con lai trong phong, t61 bong nhin
chin dugc muc dich. Hon ca chuyén dit bong
nhitng mang song, tdi quan tAm viéc tao moi lién
h€ vdi nan nhén thong qua sy lam nhuc. (Con gi
gan giii hon viéc chia xé 6 nhuc). Sau phat hién
d6, moi lan chudn bi cit c§ nan nhin, i noi:
“Gid thi ching ta da bi€t bi mat nhau, di ha nhuc
nhau, chiang con gi 3 lam ngoai viéc gip lai ki€p
sau. Anh yéu em.” :

- Qua4 xic dong bdi tuyén bo tinh y&u, mit tbi
dim 1&. T6i hén ham ring lanh gi4 cha nhitng
ngudi dan ba.

C6 mét su im ling k¥ la sau mébi lan ra tay. C6
vé x4c chét dang hit hét ti€ng dong thé gidi vao
quy dao phin rd clia né. Ngay khi vira gi€t xong,
ta c6 cAm tudng minh 1A ngudi cudi cling trén
mit dit. Mot cam gidc thanh binh, tuyét diéu.
Ngudi ta titng bit mit ca ta nd 1&é ném vao vong
danh nhau cho dé&n khi chi sét lai mdt mang.

Saunan nhén tht mudi, tdi cAm thiy ngiy ngat
d€n dd tin ring Thudng D€ s& goi t6i. Toi chim
chii nhin chi€c dién thoai, chidc ring né s& reng.
Toi tin Thugng D€ sé& chic mirng tdi viéc tham
dur tro duia ciia ngai. Phu nit thong hiép véi Thudng
D€ & d@iém khdi diu trd dda bang sinh san. Pan
Ong d diém k&t thic, bing giét chéc.

Mit cia nan nhin th¢ mudi mdt md tritng
tritng. Toi hdi run. Trong mot 16p day lam thd, t6i
dudc hoc vé chi nghia Tudng trung va Siéu thuc.
Toi viet: “Mit la cita s6 tim hon. Khi tim hon rdfi
chd Ivu ton, mit nén nhim lai.” (Thay gido t6i,
Mr. William, khen ngdi viéc hiép van “hén” vdi
“ton”, “s6” vdi “chd”). Toi tham du tit ca nhitng
16p hoc trong tii. Piéu quan trong 14 khéng phung
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phi thdji gian v phai md réng chin tr&i hi€u biét.

Nhung nhén t6 1dn nhét gitp t6i hoi phuc su
tinh tdo 1A nhitng trao doi vdi mdt ban thu, tén
Julie.

Julie & Uc. Nang ba mudi chin tudi, ly di, va
ung thw vii. Trong qué khit, khi dau kho cla ngudi
khac 12 nguon mach hoan lac ciia t61, su kién sau
cling s& khi€n t0i ngiy ngat. Nhung gid diy, 161
chi g&i 181 an i dén ning. Toi cling déu ddn tiém
cho nang nhitng li€u bat hanh cia t61, phdng dai
khi cAn thi€t, d€ nang cim thdy dé chiu khi so
sanh. T6i quan tim Julie d&n ndi d€ gianh hau
hét nhitng chuyén t6i t& nhit cia ddi sdéng nguc
ti chia x& khi nang thit su xudng tinh than. Toi
nhay cdm dén thé.

T6i cling Iwu ¥ giit cAn bing giita nhitng chuyén
kinh tdm va nhitng chuyén thuan tiy khéi hai.
Chi trong thy thit ba, t6i ké chuyén nhitng tay gic
tit phai khdm déi va dit toi th€ nao trade khi cho
phép vio sin di dao. LAm phu nif cudi 1a diéu
t6t. Nu cudi sang khodi c6 the tri hodn ung thw.
Nhuing t6i thiy ban dang nhin. Ban da thiy toi
rdi vao wd tr boc thom. Bon ti ching t6i van
thudng dude cho la chi quan tim d€n minh. P
rbi. Toi phai hit mdt hoi dai va d8i giong don diéu
nay.

Julie cho phép tdi dom ngé vao ddi song thuding
nhit clia nang. Trudc nay t6i chua bao gid quan
hé& binh thudng vdi phu nit. Nang k€ chuyén in
sdng moén gi, doc sach gi. Nang md ta chiéc do
choang dang mic khi vi€t thu cho tbi.

Thy ctia Julie khong mii. Gidy ching ¢ mui.
Tuy viy, né di dudc cham vao bdi mot phu nit,
mot phu nif bing xudng bing thit. Vi thé 61 dp
chit 14 thw vao miii hit 14y mot cich ngiy ngit.
Pay 12 miu gidy c6 mui tuyét diu nhat trin ddi.
T6i khong ngai thd nhin ring tdi ciing vudt ve
ménh gidy lén nhitng bd phan khac cla cd thé.

MGt vai tay trong th lam dung ban thu bang
nhitng tro dai loai nhv yéu cau cic nang ngdi lén
mA4y photocopy, nhung t6i khong phai loai dé.
Thuc ra, t6i chua xin Julie tim 4nh nao.

Julie chua bao gitt héi ly do tu toi cla toi. “Tat
ca ching ta déu c6 mdt qud khi ding ti€c,” nang
viét, “Em ciling viy. Ai cling ¢ quyén giit bi mat
riéng minh. N€u tit ca bi mitdugc phdi bay, chiing
ta s& bi khai trir vinh vién khdi xa hoi loai ngudi.”

“Néu gip em cich diy mudi nim,” toi viét,
“anh da khong vao th.”

Kié€p nay t0i s& ching bao gid dudc 6m Julie
trong tay. Hen ki€p sau. Mit khic, t6i liy lam



vui vi Julie & rit xa, t6i sé chiang
bao gid ldm dudc chuyén
khiing khi€p véi nang. Khong
phai tdi mudn chuyén nhu viy.
Julie s€ khong bao gid la nan
nhin th mudi ba. Piéu quan
trong la trong ddi, dan Ong it
nhét phdi mét 1an c6 quan hé
thanh céng véi phu nit. Gid t61
da lam dudc chuyén do.

Bac sitam 1Y ciia ching toi,
6ng Fang, n6i sd di t6i sd dan
ba 1a vi trong qud khi ho da
bit tdi chiéu chudng, ¥ t¥, dé
tién, hy vong, va can dam, tit
ca nhitng phdm chat t6i khong
c6, khéng bao gid quan tam
phat trién. Ong n6i: “TAt ca cdc
anh déu sd dan ba. D6 1a Iy do
khi€n cac anh vao day.”

Trong siu xa t6i vin tin sé
c6 ngay thoat khoi ndi nay. C6
thé dong dat hay mot cudc cich
mang s& khién cifa th bit md.
Cé thé mdt cude xAm chi€m
clia ngudi hanh tinh, C6 thé
mot thi€n thach.

P6i khi, khodng tntdc gidc
ngt, lic mfa tinh nita mé, t61
md thdy dang thd bdé trén
dudng Pine ¢ Philadelphia.
Nhung minh khong thé tha bd
dudc, dang & th ma! Trong gidc
md chap chdn, t61 ¥ thitc dang
nim trén giudng, dudi tim
mém mong ngifa ngdy, nhung
lai thdy rét r6 tiém café Last

Ale 1A < o Al
tro1 len t bien

dit cude diéu tra kj te

co ky liong lam sao

liic nao ciing se co6 sai sot

trong cau chuyén ciia ké di din

16 chua dit néu ta chi hoi:

c6 mdt dat mitde khéng va

triidc dova

cluyén di tau cé dé chiu khong?

nhi nhitng loai ngit vat, dian nhdp cu

khong chi c6 mot loai:

nhitng doi khdt mién man, su chon la ban doi

thi I mé (ho du nhiing gi ¢é thé lam noi nuong ndu),
cdach dinh phiiong hudng — don dm.

gidi dodn cdch ditng Anh ngit ciia ho

citng nhu tinh Logic ho dp dung

trong do dac - phoocmica, do vdt bang rom -
khong lam sao lam duoc.

taylur thu hién ngd
a6 1é& anhdao dich

Chan dung

Drop, ddi dién véi n6 bén kia
dudng 12 quin redu Dirty Frank. N&u that tip
trung, t6i ¢6 thé md cita Dirty Frank, budc vao.
T6i cAm thdy cdn gidn khiing khi€p ding 1én,
mit md to, nhin thiy diay giudng gi ban fl.

Mt lan, trong tinh trang nay, 161 goi gi bing
nhitng cdi tén ghé tdm ma t6i 1ap titc héi hén.
Khi hin thic diy, t6i bién ho minh vira trai qua
con 4c moOng.

(Ga ban ti cua to1 lap gia dinh ndm ndm. Nam
nam tuyét di€u, hian k€. “Tui tao lam tinh mdi
tuAn hai lan, cdi nhau to ti€ng moi thing mdt
ldn, nfiu nudng ngoai trdi va di bién mbi mia
heé” Nhung hin di vitt bd tt cd chi vi bi 4m

anh bdi hinh dang nhitng ludi kéo.

“Sudt ddi, tao bi thdi thiic khdng chiu ndi viée
phai ddm dan ba. Chi sau khi dim chét vd trong
khi 4 dang ngu, chang vi Iy do gi, bing mdt chiéc
kéo, tao mdi nhin ra ham muén thim kin dudc
& tit. Tao mudn dudc & giita nhitng thing dan
6ng. Tao muén dén phién dugc dim d€ thda
mén sd phan.”

Phan Nhién Hao dich

tit nguyén bén tiéng Anh trong

“Blood and Soap”, Linh Dinh. New York:
Seven Stories Press, 2004,
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Poc Fake House cua Pinh Linh:
Tw Su'Vé Nhitng V& Vun
Xuyén Quoc Gia®

isabelle thuy pelaud
chan phuong chuyén ngit

in chuong ngudi My géc Viét nam bén

ria x4 h6i Hoa Ky. M3&i quan hé cia

né véi mét trung tim quyén lyc khé
pht nhén chi phéi cdch doc, binh luidn va thu
nhinné (2). Trong hai thip nién sau 1975, dong
vin chuong niy hiu nhu hoan toan bi ld di,
phan 16n vi cdc 1y do chinh tri. Ca hai phe hitu
ciing nhu ta phdi Hoa Ky déu khong ham nghe
k€ nhitng cidu chuyén ngudi My gbc Viét vi
chiing nhic lai mét cdch sinh déng mic cdm
pham tdi ciia nwéc My hodc nhitng cha dap
bitc hi€p ma cdc ch€ d6 td khuynh da ti€n hanh.
Twong tu vin chuong thé gidi thi Ba, nhiing
trang thd vin 4y phéng roi “mét chiéu kich
chinh tri dudi dang du ngdn qudc gia” bat ké
mitc d6 riéng tu cia ndi dung dé tai (3). Tuy
nhién trong thip nién cudi ciing nay khi chién
tranh lanh k&t thic kém theo sy gidi tda cAm
vin kinh t& d6i véi VN tr 1994 cong thém sy
trudng thanh ctia din My goc Viét dudc gido
duc tai Hoa Ky dé tao ra mot chuyén bién trong
s ti€p nhdn, va dong vin chuong My goc Viét
di dat dugc mic in khdch twong d8i, dic biét
khi né dé cdp dé€n chi€n tranh VN vi kinh
nghiém ti nan. Cdc chuyén dao thodt cia
thuyén nhan (4) va gin diy loai truyén ma t0i
goi 12 “Tré V& Qué Nha” cua ngudi My gbc
Viét di tao nén mot su thu hut dic biét (5).
Hbiky ciia Andrew X. Pham vé chuy&n it hanh
& VN ching han di nhin dugc nhi€u gidi
thudng va c6 1€ ddy 1a ban vin cua ngudi My
gdc Viét dugc gidng day nhi€u nhit tai cdc dai
hoc Hoa Ky (6). Cong ty Levi Strauss tra tién
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STERT T

“Fake House” (anh Nguyén Hudng)

cho Trudng Tran du lich VN viét vé “ddng bao”
ctia dng (7). Ciing c6 mdi thu hit tuong tu doi
véi nhitng truyén k€ Viét Kiéu & My trg vé
VN trong linh vuc truyén théng. Thidu dai PBS
truyén hinh Andrew Lim trong phim tu liéu
mang tén “T6i trd lai qué nha”, roi mudn
Nguyén Qui Pdc tudng thuit tw lieu khic tua
dé “Viét Nam: Di tim qué nha” (8). Cac tiéng
néi ngudi My goc Viét tré tudi da dugc cic to
bdo lvu tAm va dat hang cho nhifng du dn tuong
tw (9). Qua cdc mau truyén dy, chat ngudi cia
din VN d4 hién 1&én va ciing vdi tinh chét Ay
c6 18 dudc phuc hdi cdi cdm gidc cho phép
Hoa Ky 14y lai quyén han d61 vdi dit nudc
nay.

Tuy nhién khong phai tit ca cic truyén qui cd
hidng déu dudc hoan nghénh nhu nhau. Cac ban
vin chuong clia ngudi Viét goc My in khach nhat
12 do nhiftng k& dich thin quay vé VN thuat k€,
ghi r& cude hanh trinh in ddm cic cim xic ménh
liet véi k§ niém thdng khS, mot nhu ciu chwa
lanh ndi dau vA niém ham muén tim dudc ban
sic ciia minh. Fake House (Nguy Cu), tip truyén
ngin day chat khiéu khich ctia Dinh Linh di lac
hudng két ciu chii dé néu trén va nhu th€ md ra
mot khong gian xuyén pha (trangressive space)
mdi, cho thi'y nhitng diéu qué quit do cic hoan
canh hau thudc dia vad xuyén qudc gia san sinh
ra, qua phai tinh, giai cAp, mau da, chiing toc,
tinh duc, va dia du (10).

Pinh Linh 1A motnha vin quan tim dén nhitng
ngudi Viét va My gbe Viét séng vit vudng § noi
ooi 1a bén 1&. Mdi gan diy dng vé séng 6 VN




trong hai nim rudi, khodng th&i gian 1au hon nhi¢u
50 Vi cAcngoi biat M§ gbc Viét dude truyen thong
chit Iwc mdi moc phat bi€u nhu nhifng ti€ng néi
uy tin vé ddt nudc nay. Ti€p theo kinh nghiém dé6
dng Viét Fake House (2000), cudn sdch mdt nita
14y Hoa K¥ va mdt nira 1dy Viét Nam lam boi
canh. (11) Cudn sich nay diy bat dic tinh Hoa
K¥ khéi vi tri trung tAm cling vdi ban sic quéc
gia di kem v6i né. Cudn truyén c6 tinh phdi bay
nhitng hé qua thd bao do tw ban xuyén qudc gia
gy ra d6i vdi xi hoi, twdng tw nhu mdt ngon den
né-6ng chi€u roi may géc bé bon ban thiu cha
mdt gian phong. B6 cuc va cic vin dé ciing nhw
cAch st dung ngdn ngit phan khéng lai thuy&t hé
pho bi€n vé Chi€n tranh VN, v€ § niém coi VN la
“bién cuong cudi cung cia Hoa K, cling vdi su
nay sinh gan diy cla loai truyén “Trd Lai Qué
Nha”. Bé ting “Nhitng ké khong dudc chon”,
Fake House dan chéo nhiéu tw su vé bon sdng
bén 1& xi hdi vd ddo ngudc cich soi roi bing
ngdn ng va hinh Anh bi€n ddm din Viét tha
phudng thanh nhitng nan nhan bi tham va nhitng
it khach bi truc xuit nay lai quay vé VN. (12)
Pudc chup bit dudi nhi€u trang huéng cla nhitng
ké bi tudc doat hét thé luc vh quyén lAm ngudi,
cic chi thé trong Fake House dudec md tad nhu
bon ngudi ¢ dong cd chi y&u 1a su sdng s6t ca
nhén, thuing thudng hy sinh ké khic khi can. Bon
“kh6ng dudc chon” nay la nhitng ké bi xa hoi
rudng bd v theo 1dji Pinh Linh 12 “bon thua cudc
va bon that bai, nhitng ké bi tdng khd va ha nhuc
bdi mdt thi vin héa hao nhodng, chi ton vinh
ngudi thing cudc (13). D6 thi du 1a anh chang
VN thuyén nhdn bo tron nhung khong di thoit
hodc chi dan ba My Trang thua kém vé nhan sic
nén du lich A chiu vdi hy vong dudc dodi hoai.
Fake House nim vio ché ma Michel Foucalt goi
la khong gian di héa (heterotopia), mét vi thé
dudc ky luit héa qua nhitng thit xa hoi dinh danh
Ia mang tha tinh, cé nghia la sy hién dién cia cic
thao tic xd hdi v&i thiét ché d3 mi héa mot s&
khOong gian nao dé thanh cong cdng hoidc néng
tr, hdp phap hay bt hdp phap. D6 1a cic khong
gian clia khiing hodng mang diu 4n ca nan mi
chit, ta dao (deviance), va nghich loan. Nhitng vi
th€ 4y nhic t6i nhd dén cac phén tich trong loat
bai viét do Lisa Louse va David Lloyd bién tip
trong cudn The Politics of Culture in the Shadow
of Capital (1997) trong d6 ho lap ludn ring chi
nghia thuc din va tién thuc din ngdy nay van
ti€p tuc dudc ti€n hanh, do d6 sin sinh ra nhitng

dia hat méu thuén khi€n cho nan phin cuc giai
cAp cang thém trim trong ma khong thé quy gép
st phén cuc Ay vao méi 16gic gidn don ciha su
thwong pham héa (logic of commodification) (15).
Nhw Cynthia Enloe d3 chi ra cai gia phai tra cho
nhitng méu thuin 4y trong cdc hoan canh hiu
thudc dia thudng de 1€n ngudi phu nit. Néu ho
thudng dudc dé cao nhu nhitng bi€u tudng ciia
tinh than din toc, thi 13 d€ dan éng bin xi tra
diia “su lAng nhuc nam tinh,” vi qua trinh xdm
chiém thudc dia va hiu thubc dia di ding toan
dan ba Ia dd vat nhuc duc dong thdi 14 cdi cd dé
can thi€p (16).

Xé& ngang va chuy&n dich mét cach c6 hé thong
moi ddi lip ¢d dinh, Fake House chi ra mét cich
hitu hiéu riing chinh cic di biét dudc ciu tao bdi
xa hoi va lich su khong chi ¢ cic cifu thude dia
ma ca & Hoa K¥ ndi nhip c ciia cac chit thé hiu
thudc dia da san sinh va lam nghi€ém trong thém
céc thit phén tdc dung. Cic tw su 4y md ra mot
khéng gian trong d6 din Viét ¢6 thu nhip thip va
phu nit M§ gbc Viét chia nhau chd ngdi dudi day
dia nguc ctia nén kinh t&€ xuyén quc gia “ca 1dn
nudt ca bé” [food chain: vdng quay thuc vit —
dong vét dn lin nhau trén qua dat — CP].

Nhitng truyén ngin trong Fake House sol roi
vin dé tha héa, su truyén dat giita con ngudi va
cic ch ging dat d&n chi thé tinh d&i véi nhitng di
d4dn mdi d€n Hoa K¥, din qué & ndng thon Viét
Nam cling cic nhin vét da tring s6ng bén I€ xa
hoi. Ching dé& cip dén tinh trd tréu budn cudi
néu khong néi la dao ditc gia cia ché db phu
quyén clia ngudi Viét va ngudi My gbc Viét dong
thdi ban ludn vé cac thit khing hoing nam tinh
dang ti€p tuc in du trén chii the tinh clia ngudi
Viét va My gbc Viét (17). Nhitng truyén 4y ngu §
ring 13i néi do ai cat 1én va tir vi thé nao s€ lam
bi€n d6i ¥ nghia do nhitng kinh nghiém tudng tu
cung ing va chitng minh thém ring tw bin xuyén
qudc gia da gy ra nhitng léch lac nhin tinh nhu
th& nao. Ching han trong “555”, Thanh la di din
Viét méi dén Hoa K¥ di chdi di d€ giai quyé&t
sinh 1§ dé im quan hé véi dong huong va tao
dung lai mot dién mao da bi chi€n tranh nha th
cai tao san 75, va qua trinh tai dinh cu pha huy.
Thanh cho ring anh ta fim di vi nhu ciu hon 1a vi
“4o vong nhuc duc”. Bit gip gd My tring “khong
xAu trai” dang ngoi chd gai, anh ta tw héi: “tai
sao thing nhéc banh nhu the lai phai vo dong tra
bac trim d& chdi di? Bé né khodng cua dao dugc
sao?’ (18) MAy c4i ring clta ctia Thanh da bi
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Viét Cong “ddm ving mat” anh ta khong néi dudc
i&ng Anh va cdm thiy minh khong c6 ché ding
& Bic M¥. Trong lic dudc mét “géi chdi” cha xat
x3 phong trén lung, anh ta nhd lai d€m qua “co ai
dé 141 xe ngang da ném qua tning vao nguoi mmh”
(19). J Hoa K¥ anh ta la muc tiéu ciia su k¥ thi
ching téc. Nhu nhin vat Old Pete trong truyén
ngin “Jackrabit” (Thé tai dai) clia Jeffery Paul
Chan, Thanh muén ké cin mdt con di€m Pai Han
hodc Trung Hoa d€ xoa diu ki€p doc than tat y&u,
6 phin cla phiéu ngudi di din mdi dén nudc
M§ nhu anh ta (20). Khéc véi lao Old Pete, Thanh
khong dén vdi gai di€ém A dong d€ tim ngudi
déng thanh khi véi ban sic din tdc cia minh (21).
Trai lai Thanh chon mét déng di & Pho Tau chita
phan 16n gai di€m Dai Han bdi 1€ d cai x& Hoa
Ky phan biét mau da thinh dang trdt nay ho ré
tién hon va ciing di khac biét dé anh ta nhin ho
nhv vét thé (22). Khi anh ta nhin ra con diém
minh chon la mét ngudi dan ba Viét, “dudng vt
cla anh ta dét ngdt mém xiu” (23). Dwa vio gdc
gic chung, ¢6 gii di€m hoi Thanh bang ti€ng Viét:
“Anh tén gi?” Thanh tifc khic cit ngang moi kha
ning lién ddi va thin mét: “Co lam gi & cdi chd
nhuw viy?’ Mt thodi mai vi gap phai dong hudng,
Thanh khdng nhin thiy dudc mdi twdng quan giita
hai cudc ddi sa doa clia ho. P€ tranh né hinh anh
ctia minh bi phan chi€u nhv mdt tim gudng tif su
hién dién cta ngudi dan ba tré tudi, Thanh tim
ndi 4n ndu trong théi phu quyén.

Cudi ciing anh ta rong rai chi tién cho ¢b di€m
nhung khong ngh vdi co ta. Bu lai anh ta y&u cau
4 chia dong tit “étre” bing ti€ng Phip. Trong mot
khoanh khic, Thanh s6ng lai Ao ttdng anh ta vin
con & trong cii hé thong noi phu quyen van 1an
it vi thé chling toc hodc di dén. Biang cach khéng
ngl vdi ngudi dan ba Viét, Thanh thi hanh mdt
dong tac dan t6c chli nghia qua trung gian clia
cac chi thé tinh hau thudc dia tir d6 anh ta rit ra
dugc mot uy th€ ngin han. Sy phit ngén may
chit: “Je suis. Tu es. Il est. Elle est. Nous sommes.
Vous étes. Ils sont. Elles sont,” dira ra ci1 thong
diép cho ring “la” mot di din nghto mdi dén
Hoa K¥ khong phai la st chon lwa ma la mot tinh
cdm ndm trong tinh lién tuc ctia qua trinh thudc
dia héa (24). Céch chia déng tit véi Am dicu Vict
Nam 4y c6 thé quen thudc va d€ chiu déi véi
Thanh. Bi cim t trong mdt trai cai tao cdng sén

sau 1975, c6 thé trudc day anh ta 12 siquan trong

quin d6i mién Nam va da timg hoc trudng Tay
vao thdi nién thi€u. C6 nhitng tit ngit Phap cho
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phép anh ta ph4 vd su thin mét do nén vin hoa
chung tao ra ddng thai dua anh ta trd vé cai thoi
hoa binh khi ma truting Ty la chia khéa cia thing
ti€n xa hoi. Trong khodnh khic phit du 4y, ngbén
ngtt c6 cong dung dianh thic ky ¢, din toc tinh
ciing phéi tinh. Né ciing nhic lai mét cach sinh
dong ring khac vdi thdi thudc dia, sy khang cu
chéng lai mot ké thi chung vio ngay hdém nay
gin nhv 13 mot diéu khong thé thuc hién.

Cudc d6i thoai gitta “555” (Ba S& Niam) va
“Hope and Standard” (Hy Vong va Tiéu Chufn)
md thém mbt khong gian xuyén phd § diy chinh
tri, vin héa va kinh t€ r6 rang tao nén mot truding
ning dong chiing chéo day méu thuin. “Hy Vong
va Tiéu Chudn” d6i chit cii ¥ ki€n cho ring hon
nhin cudng ép vdi Viét kieu hoic ngoai kigu da
tr& thinh mét sich lude ciia dan Viét thip hen dé
tron khdi sw ngheo ting. Trong “Hy Vong va Tiéu
Chuén”, nhitng phu nit VN c6 nhan sic sinh ra tir
cic gia dinh ngh&o dwge khic hoa thanh cic nhan
vat vita miic ket trong 4o vong clia din dng M¥
tring vira 1& thudc vao ché& d6 phu quyén & Viét
Nam. Trong truyén ngin nay, mot ngudi cha Viét
Nam vira ga con gii cho ngudi nudc ngoai, nhd
d6 6ng ta c6 thé huu tri v “xiy cit ngdi nha
gach nhd” (26). Gap mét tay ban rugu, dng bd dé
ké 1€ nhu sau:

Con géi 81 diu c6 1dy ngudi Dai Loan! Tiéu
chufn chiing i cao hon the nhiéu! N6 ciing ching
lAy Viét kidu ma 1ay M§. My thit thiét! N6 s€ hy
sinh wdi tré d€ viit can tén nay! Trong vOong nim
nidm ching i s€ l1am ly di. Sau d6 con gai toi sé
nhép tich Hoa K¥ roi mang t6i qua My, Toi dau
ngu dai gi' (27)

Thé gidi quan cia ngudi bd dwa vao ¥ hé cho
riang su hon kém giita cic din tdc vA quc gia.
P6i v6i Ong, dan dng My tring chi€ém dia vi trén
ciing con din 6ng Viét thi ndm dudi ddy. “Nan
nhAn” |3 ngudi con gii Viét phdi 1dy mot ngudi
minh kbéng yéu d€ lam trdn chir hi€u, va ngudi
din 6ng My d3 hoi ngiy thd khi tin vAo huyén
thoai v& ngudi phu nit A dong phuc ting chong.
Hy sinh phan minh dé viéc bdo linh ngudi cha
sang My dugc thudn 1di, cd dau Viét Nam co ve
hién thdn cho biéu tudng din tdc 12 Kiéu, ning
di€m dudc dé cao nhu hinh miu qudc gia vée trinh
tiét vi da hy sinh thin x4c clia minh d€ cttu gidp
cha va em trai. Tuy nhi€én moi chi nghia ling
man, anth hiing va suy ton dic hy sinh cua phu ni¥
trong truyén “Hy Vong va Tiéu Chuén” tan bién
trong giong k€ tran trui khong t& vé bén canh cic




tinh hudng doi thwdng. Picu duy nhét sét lai dusi
chit nghia tw ban hdu thudc dia 1a hanh dong hy
sinh thd kéch tach khoi moi luén 1y va dao difc.
Khong giong nang Kiéu trong huyén thoai, viéc
ban minh trong Fake House khong dudc thé hién
nhv tinh ¢6t nhuc ma nhw mét sy thic bach do
bao Iuc phu quyén. Theo 15i ngudi k€, hinh nhu
ngudi bd di “danh dap” dda con gii ép cd ta
“phai di d€n quyét dinh Ay” (28). Nam theo tuyén
lién tuc ciia mot 16gic tiém tang do hoan canh
hiu thubc dia va xuyén quic gia, ciu chuyén nay
gdi ¥ mot diéu: than phin phu nif ngdy nay vé
mdt s6 mat c6 thé con té hon so v6i thdi tién
thuoc dia.

Viéc cudng bifc phu nif trong truyén “Hy Vong
va Tiéu Chuin’ c6 lién quan mat thi&t vdi sy e
doat nam tinh vA quyén chinh tri cia dan dng
Viét Nam. Ching giong Thanh trong 555 khong
chi giai cAp va phai tinh quyét dinh ¥ thic vé
nam tinh & dan 6ng Viét ma cdn phai ké d€n quic
tich. Khong nhu phu nit Viet, dan ong Viét Nam
khong c6 su chon hwa “ban minh™ cho cac hon
phu c6 trién vong dén ti nhitng nudc thinh vugng
hdn. K€ ca motké bai hoai nhut Thanh trong 5557,
vita ngh&o vira sin ring, vin c6 vé hip din hon
mot ngudi dan 6ng Viétkhdée manh vi anh ta mang
quéc tich Hoa K¥. Theo 13i ngudi ké trong “Hy
Vong va Tiéu Chuin”, din ba con gii Viét Nam
ngudi nao ciing “chd cd hdi lam quen vdi Viét
kiéu” (29). Chua titng c6 chi Viét kiéu hay dan
ba ngoai quic ghé dén lang clia bon nay d€ nhan
linh bat cit mot tén dan 6ng nao,” Hng ta thd dai
ké ti€p. Theo cach nhin 4y, din dng ngheo § Viét
Nam, trai trang mién Nam ciing ohu mién Bic,
déu thua thiét nhv nhau, Duéi con mit ngudi k€,
trai trang ngheo hén & Viét Nam bi tudc quyén
dén hai lin do khéng c6 kha ning canh tranh vdi
dan Ong Viét Kiéu va ngoai quic dudc bao quanh
bdi anh hao quang clia dic quyén ma ho khong
vdi 161 dudc va ciing do khéng c6 khd nang ban
minh 1Am mén hang vién xi cho dan 6ng ngoai
qudc nhv cdc phu nit ddng cdnh ngd véi ho.
Truyén ndy ngu ¥ rang tinh trang nhu hu hoai
nam tinh (emasculation) 4y lam xAu thém cach
d6i xi¥ vdi dan ba hoidc nhu bi€u tudng din tde
trong chi€c 4o dai tring hoic thudng khi nhu
nhitng d&i trdng clia duc vong khé chi€m doat
nén b1 hon oan.

Do dé tai nhung ciing do ngdn ngit séng sudng
Fake House phan chi€u cdc bd phin xa hdi c6
chiéu huéng dudc ldng man héa mot cach déng

lo ngai cho phép duy tii nhiing i€ nan (30). Cach
diing ngbn ngi thd nhdm ctia Pinh Linh khié&n
cho mot vai ngudi di€ém sdch phé binh tic phim
cia dng Ia ky thi gidi tinh (sexist) (31). Cong vao
d6, nguti ta c6 thE néu vAn d¢ tai sao viét vé di
di€m hodc nhitng ngudi con gii bi ban di trong
khi loai truyén v& g4i di€m Viét Nam va “Dan
Ba Viét Dan Ong My da bao hda cach thic bidu
hién chi€n tranh & VN. Céc cong ddng Viét va A
déng d Hoa KV da kién quyét 1én 4n moi tudng
quan trén, két tdi n6 thé hién sai 1éch vin héa va
phu nif Viét Nam ciing nhw da gidi thiéu dat nude
Viét Nam nhumdt nan nhan thu dong. Nhiéu cinh
hudng trong Fake House v& chan dung bon dan
ba thanh dd vAt nhuc duc trong finh trang bing
hoai. Khi Thanh gip ngudi k€ truyén trong mot
quin bar, anh ta néi: “Hoém nay t6i xuéng phd dé
du di”’ (32). Chit “du” dudc lap di lap lai lam séng
16 ban chit clia cubce trao d6i. Khac vdinhac kich
Miss Saigon trinh dién & Broadway, & diy hoan
toan khong c6 kha nang hinh thanh finh yéu gitta
gai di€m va khach lang chdi (33). Ngudi dan ba
anh ta giap hom d6 dugc md ta 1a “thAp ngudi, v
nhd, ¢6 mét giiong mit hon nhién yéu doi”, biét
lam vira 1ong ngudi khach ctia minh nhw da chimg
to trong cinh cb ta diu anh ta vao tim dudi bip
sen roi xoa vubt sau lung (34). Cling vay ¢6 dan
ba tré trong truyén ngin “Hy Vong va Tiéu Chuén”
dudc phic hoa véi “cdi miii héch va khudn mit
tréi soan” (35).

Ngudi ké luu ¢ su kién ¢6 nang c¢6 him ring
“that”. Ong ta thém, “Chi c6 khuyét diém la co
Ay thi€u cap nguc va phdi mic 40 don vii” (36).
Chit “g4i” ding d& néi d&n nhitng dan ba i boc
16 cudng vi clia k& cip trén ma cic dan 6ng ké
chuyén tr gan cho minh. Viéc nhin ngdm b6 ring
cia nguti dan ba gdi lai chuyén ngudi chu nd
quan sit tén nd 1& d6ng ta du dinh mua vé, trong
tnfdng hdp nay cich quan sat da kinh qua trung
gian ciia my hoc thudc dia khi danh gii cao “cai
mili h€ch” va sir them mudn vi to ciia nam gidi.
C6 thé so sanh cach md t4 gai diém M§ goc Viét
va ngudi phu nit VN trong nhitng truyén ngin 4y
vdi cich 16t tA mbt nhén vat gai di€m trong quyén
A Good Scent from a Strange Mountain (1993)
[Huong thom tif nidi la] cia tac gia Robert Olen
Butter, titng doat giai Pulitzer. Trong truyén ngan
“Fairy Tale” (c8 tich) tir tic phAm vira k€, nhian
vit chinh tw mo6 ta nhu saw:

T6i hai mudi 1am tudi va ¢6 cip vi nhd, nhat
1a so véi M¥, nhung toi van 14 loai gai hang nhat...
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Tai mang tinh yén dé€n vdi ngudi dan dng khi anh
ta dang c6 don khi€p sd va mong mudn dudc ké
cin su mém diu... Toi khong phai loai di gdi cam,
lic vi lc mong, oh boy oh boy, sung qua di
théi... Budi sdng anh ta trong bon tim, t6i di vao
qui xubng bén canh nim hai ban tay r6i ky co
sach md din vdi ciy gitia nho. Khi r&i nha anh ta
hdn do1 tay t61. (37)

Ngﬁ{ii dan ba tré nay diu dang, tinh nét tre
con va san sang lam vita 1ong khach, cac tinh nét
&y dudc to ddm bdi giong néi thodng nhe va lch-:mg
doa nat clia ¢b ta. Chin dung tu hoa nay gibng
bitc bi€m hoa ciia Tony Rivers nhao cic do tudng
vé phu nit A chdu ciia dan 6ng da tring:

Nang khong cé vd... Nang di nhi€n bao gid
ciing tré, rit giong tré con, mot dita con gdingoan
ngoan... Nang sdn séc anh va bao gid ciing tha
thi, cho anh ché tr ndu va xoa diu anh vol phin
yén finh nhit clia tim hon phu nif trong nang...
Khi anh vé& nha sau mot ngay nang nhoc khac
(rén qu hanh tinh, nAng hién ra, cdi 40 quan cho
anh. tim rita anh va trin trudng dim chén trén
lung anh dé gitip anh thu gidn. Sau d6 la nhuc
duc... Nang 1a lac thd, ban biét khéng, va nang
chiang c6 giric roi... (38).

Nhu'c6 gai di€m xuithién trong A Good Scent,
nhiém vu cia ngudii dan ba nay xoay quanh vi€c
phuc vu ngudi dan dng cia minh nhw mot ngudi
me, nhy difa con gdi va nhu d6 chdi nhuc duc.
Ciing nén thﬁng bao cho 16 14 gidi diém sich da
¢6 phan tng rt trdi ngudc doi vai tac phim ciia
Robert Butler va ctia Pinh Linh. Ngdn ngif cac
nhan vat My gm: Viét trong truyén Butler dudc
quan niém la “mét chi trit ¢ mot cach dé thudng”
(39). Khi ngbn ngit trong tru}fén ngin Dinh Linh
duge md 14 1a mang diu 4n cia “d6i thoai day
ménh khoe, train ngip thong tin sai lac mang tinh
k¥ thi miu da, nhiéu ciu chit r61 rim t5i nghia,
nhiéu chd tue fiu khé chiu...” (40). Trc::-ng A G-:rad
Scent. Butler st dung ti€ng Anh vung vé rap noi
cho dén “nhitng ciu cuc ky trit tinh nhip nhang
&m tai nhu thd” khi€n ddc gid 6 cam tudng rang
nhitng ngudi gbc gic tir VN déu “t6t vO cling”
(41). Khoéng gidng cach Butler thé hién cb gai
di€m My gc Viét, nét diu hién, tinh phuc ting
va su hon nhién tré tho khéng ngy tri nhitng trang
viét Pinh Linh. Trong truyén “555” sau khi xoa
bép hing Thanh xong, Hudng gai di€m bao ngudi
khdch choi dang hing tinh ddl cd ta chgp mat
nim phit. Khi anh ta 16t l:ll.l:l]] 16t clia co ta 1'[1.:1
khong cé su thoa thuin “4 manh tay kéo quan

2 . THE KY 21 - SO 198 THANG MUCI, 2005

lén” va git gong, “Lanh dit qua” (42). Néu diing
14 thd tuc, s dung chif “dit” 161 doc gld khoi Cdl
th€ gidi do tudng, d€ 16 cho thiy c4i db vit gidng
biip bé c6 nu cudi nhya déo son do san sang phu-::
vu dan 6ng thit ra 1a mdt con ngudi met moti,
chai san va hung tgn dd quen bi dan dng bic hiép.
Khi nhan ra khich hang minh 1a ngudi Viét co
gai tré lién d6i thai do. Do lién hé dén tdc, ¢ ta
chuyén qua ti€ng Viét va hoi: “Anh tén gi?” dung
ding cich xung ho khi n6i ning v6i ngudi dan
6ng 16n tuoi hon minh. (43) Khi Thanh noi chuyen
vdi ¢b gdi anh ta chi goi tén “Hudng mAy tudi?”

do dé vach ro nét dia vi xd hoi thip hon cia ¢
ta, (44)

Thoat diu td md va cdi md Huong nhanh chong
hi€u ra mot didu; ngudi ddng bao cé thé phin
xét va nhuc ma minh trong khi dan 6ng cic nuée
khac thi khong thé. Mic dit ¢6 géi “hd héi” thodng
chéc khi nghe anh ta bio ring anh ta khong con
muén “du” nita va cho anh ta bi€t ¢d ciing la sinh
vién, khi anh ta yéu cAu ¢b ta chia dong ti “étre”
bing ti&ng Phap, ¢b gai lap tic thu minh lai. “Bo
anh twdng t6i ngu a!” ¢ ta thot to dé tu vé (45).
C6 ta chi nhin 151 trd bai chia ddng i, khong
phai d& 16 vé phuc fing khach hang hodc kinh
trong mot ngudi cling din toc, ma vol diéu kién
I3 anh ta s& khong bao gid¥ rd lai tim gip o ta.
Qua yéu ciu clia minh, bén canh viéc md ra cho
anh ta mdt khéng gian ti€c nudi, ngudi khach chdi
14 Thanh c¢6 thé con hién ra trudc mit Hudng nhu
mot ké mugn lai mit na éng ﬂli‘iy Phip dé danh
gia kha ning ngnn ngit ciia tho dan va kha ning
cb gai phan chi€u hinh bong anh ta véi su dong ¥
rang ¢b ta s& kho thanh cong do dia vi thdp kém
ciia minh. Trong tinh hudng dic thi khi nhitng ke
song bén 1€ trong mot cong dong ngoai vi gap
phau nhu th€, va chi cAn md1 twong quan gida
ngon ugﬁ' va su hién dién cla Ong Thay thudc
dia d€ tao ra dia vi ké trén ngudi dudi, co cung
gdc giac din toc khong dua dén su doan két ma
trdi lai gy xung dot klmug nhu cich thé hién géi
di&m ciia Butler, bi vit thé héa dén hai lAn thanh
gii lang chdi va ¢d em gai gap nguol ddng bao
n6i cing thi ti€ng, Hudng khong trd bai chia dong
tit mét cAch ngoan ngodn nhu lam phén sy ma lai
“hin hoc” gin giong “tiing 4m iet”.

Trang phat ngon 4y khi€n ddc gid khong con
cim thiy td mo thich thd nhv lic doc A Good
Scent mi md ho ¥ thic ring ho dang chiing ki€n
m6t hanh vi bao lirc, tinh t€, phiic tap va nhic goi
hién thuc.




Fake House phan bac cac o su dé cao phat
trién va ti€n bd. Pinh Linh xuyé&n pha cac tin diéu
ban chat chi nghia (essentialist assumptions) va
chdi bé cdc tw suf binh thudng vE dan ti nan, noi
theo chif cila triét gia Althusser, ﬁng 1A mot “ké

xau” {mauvals sujet). Fake House cong ]llE:]l mbt
ling kinh quyet liét va c6 hic méo léch vé thé
gidi d€ dGi chit cac tdc dong thd bao cua chu
nghia xuyén qudc gia, mot khdng gian it dudc dé
cAp qua ngdn ngit dan tdc. Dap lai nhitng ngudi
phﬁ binh minh, Pinh Linh n6i: “Téi § thitc cao do
vé& moi quan hé quyén luc khong bao gm’ du’ng
chung véi nhii‘ng ké c¢6 quyén... Toi vi€t vé bon
td gai ngudi hau dan ba bicha dap; 11 nhao bang
vin héa vé di diém & Viét Nam, va nam tinh (ma-
chismo) Viét Nam néi chung” (46). Muc ti€u cua
Dinh Linh trong Fake House 1a goi t€n cii xdu
boc 18n tit cac goc thé gidi, cai x4u khong dé gi
déi dién véi rat nhiéu ngudi, € bi€t dau giy ra
chuy&n bién x4 hoi. Dit bén canh nhau tleng no6i
fir nhitng vi thé qudc gia, ching tdc, giai cip, gidi
phEll va dia Iy da dang cho thay nhiing ca nhén bi
mac ha}f trong nhitng c6i mién va chu ky cla kho
dau. O day moi khd niing lién déi gilta cic con
ngudi, din dng va dan ba, du bi cit ngang hodc
chit dit mot cich thd bao va khong thich nghi
dudc véi cac thi€t ch€ hién dai cta bd miy nha
nutdic. Nhitng dosi d6i do chién tranh, chinh séch
thuc din va chil nghia xuy€n qubc gia tao ra cac
thit méau thuin nhu dugc gdi lén trong cudn truyén,
khi€n nhitng con ngudi theo ci nhan chu nghia
cuc doan danh mat quan hé giita ngudi va nguoi,
k&t quéa 14 ho bi cha dap Gc hi€p va trd thanh
nhitng ké& cha dap nguti khdc. Cac nhdn vt trong
Fake House 1a nhitng v8 vun, nan nhén vita ké
thit chéng hé théng xuyén qubc gia ma ban va
t6i dang thu 1di trong do6. Trong sach The Politics
of Culture in the Shadow of Capital (cac chinh
sich vin héa dudi bong tu san) Lisa Lowe va
David Lloyd vi€t ring “thoi di€m clia chiing ta
khong phai 13 thdi k¥ tuyét vong do s6 ménh an
bai: cAc gwong mat quay nhin vé qua khd”. Muc
ticu ctia ho khong phai “han gan nguyén ven
nhitng gi dd bi ddp nat ma la xuyén qua bdo td di
vao tudng lai & d6 nhitng v vun khong phai chi
l4 tan tich”. Ho lap luin ring “Nhitng v8 vun a},r
chita dung su chon lua khac” (47). Cac tu su Ve
v& vun trong Fake House tif ching khdng dé xuat
nhitng chon lwva ddng md wdc ma chi biéu hién
nl]ﬁ'ng klu::-ng gian biao hoa bdi su pho trrdng
quyén luc sat mau khong con thdy diu vét gi cla

hy vong. P61 v6i Pinh Linh, hy vong khong d
tmng cAc truyén ma d trong qua trinh ké truyén.
Né&u khong goi dich danh va dung mot tAim guong,
dit méo 1éch hay khong, trudc mit cai xéu, cai
%A1 s& tHn tai mai. D6 1a 16i bdo dong cia tip
truyen.
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“Girlhood Among Ghosts” (anh Viét L&)

ra tiém co nhudc di€ém. N6 ndm ngoai
ria ctia Little Saigon, kKhuft trong géc
e mot khu budn bdn cach dudng Magno-
lia may 16 dat. Hiu nhv khéng c6 t€n canh sat
ndo lai ving vao gid nay. Ngudi chl chic 1a
ngd ngdn nén mdi chon cho nay dé? md tiém.
Nhit Vinh ¢é noi, minh khéng thé thuong xot
tdt cd moi nguot, nhdt & nhitng ké ngd ngdn.
Kim khong tinh lam chuyén gi khing khi€p
ci. Cb ta khong phéi hang ngudi nhu thé mac dit
¢6 di ¢6 1an theo ban cii clia ¢6 va Vinh tham gia
vao nhitng viéc trom vit. Chiéu cao cong thém
st md hd vé ban chit chiing tdc clia cb rit c6 1di.
Rét nhidu ngudi tudng lAm cd thudc gde Tay Ban
Nha, thim chi con thudc gidng da tring. Nhung
Kim khong hé dé€ dén nhitng dicu d6. C6 thira
thiy nhitng m&i wu tu d6 d& cin rét Vinh nh thé

nao. Cb ta khong phai nhu viy, C6 nhitng cach
ki€m ra tién dé& hon. Co6 di lam tai tiém Tasty
Burger gAn nha cha me nudi va cé dd tién dé
khong phai mao hiém nhu thé.

Nhung day 1d mdt trung hdp khin cip. C6 da
15 1am bé méy bip clia Vinh dém hom trudc va
cAn thay cai mdi trudc khi hin kham phé ra. Vinh
da ton hét nim mudi lim dong cho cii may lo¢
loct d6, cai dit tien nhit trén thi trudng. D6 phil
phi€ém. D6 phi phi€m. Trong ctfa tiém, cdi may
bip nim phia sau qudy tinh tién gan cifa ra vao.
Kim can danh lac hudng ba chi tiém it nhat
khoéng hai muoi gidy dong ho.

Tao khéng lam ddu. Mai da néi v61 cO sang
sdm nay. . o

May khong cin phai lam gi hét. May chi can
néi chuyén vdi ba thoi.
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Tao khong gitip may dn cap. Bo tao khdng cho
may mugn ti€n dudc ha?

Cho mét cdi mdy bip ha? Con ldu. Kim ghet
nhitng cAi may bip. Ynghi cd c6 the bi goi bat cif
lic nao va chd nio khong cé gi hap dan déi véi
Kim, nhung né di cudn hit ngudi ban trai cii cla
cd.

Né&u may ghétmay bip d€n vy, sao may muon
cuia no lam cai gi?

N6 bit tao.

N6 bdt may, Mai lidp lai va nheo mit. Vdy sao
méty phdi lo néu né biét may lam bé cia né?

Tai vi Kim khéng mudn nd Vinh bt ¢t céi gi
h&t. Co da tam & nhd tai apartment clia hin 16i,
m6t chd nhd xiu véi hai phong ngl & Santa Ana
ma hidn & chung vdi ba ngudi ban khdc—tam
thdi—chi d€n khi nao cb ¢b thé cé di dicu kién
dé€ s6ng mot minh. Chuyén da du t€, lira cho Vinh
nghi 14 ci hai s& c¢6 cd hoi lam hoa. CO khong
can chuyén nay xay ra.

Rang di Mai, Kim nin ni. Chi cé may mdi co
thé gitip tao duge thbi.

Thét 1a ddng nhy vdy. MAy anh chi em nudi
khéc cia Kim nhin dd dd lam sao. Lic nao cing
bi theo ddi trong nhitng cita hang bach hdéa bai vi
quén 40 bui bim va nhifng vién m6i sam den ctia
ho. Mai thi khéc, n6 c6 mdt khudén mit dé thudng
va sach s&. Va su vung vé clia nd, lic nao ciing
dung vao dd dac khong dé gia mao.

Kim khong bao gid cAn nhiéu thi git d€ thuyé&t
phuc Mai. Kim va Mai bi&€t nhau tif khi con nho.
Hai c6 gai da dudc giao cho nhitng gia dinh nubi
chung vdi nhau cing vdi Vinh. Tuy khéng cung
ddong mau, Mai lic nio ciing nghe 181 Kim, nhu
mdt ¢d em ngoan ngoin nén nghe 181 ciia chi vay.

Theo du tinh thi hai ¢6 dang l€ s€ gap nhau
trudc clta tiém lic ba gid chi¢u. Mai dén ba gid
mudi lim phit ma Mai vAn bat tim, st bol roi
trén méit Kim lam cho ¢ nhin hdi ddng nghi. Mt
tri ctia budi trua van con cao, lam chéi nhoa
bing tén ciia tiém Mekong Gifts and Collectibles.

Day 1a mdt khu thwdng mai rit thi€u nao. Mot
diy lau hai tang ré tién vé1i mdt I6p son mau kem
nhat nh&o di trd nén xam xit bdi sy 6 nhiém trong
modi trudng. Bén trong 12 nhitng cra ti€ém budn
ban di€n hinh clia viing Little Saigon: tiém udn
téc, vin phong bac si nin khdp xuong, ti€m banh
va nhitng tiém chap phd nho nhd. Chd déu xe trd
trui v6i nhitng ciy mdi trong dang héo dan trén
nén nhua dudng den.

Kim kéo téc ciia ¢6 ra khoi cdi ¢ rudm mo
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hoi. Trdfi néng qui. Via he trd nén 10 1om dudi
d& day ciia cd. C4i mii ciia ndng nac cua nhing
lon nudc Coke tir tiém chap phd gan d6 lam cd
muén ndn. Mai s& khong bao gidy d6i y. N6 khong
bao git cho Kim leo ciy.

Mot ddng véc nho trong 4o sitnach mau vang
v quin jean hién ra tir géc khu budn ban. Kim
mim cudi. Mai, rat trung thanh va tt. Tuy nhi€n
thdji gian chdf doi dai da trdi qua nhdc nhd Kim la
nhitng gidy phat nay sé€ khong ton tai méi nhu
th& Mai di 16n diin. Rdi né s& ra truting trung
hoc nim nay. C6 1€ s€ hoc ti€p 1&n dai hoc. Tuy
n6 khong ¢f §, nhung cé 1€ né s€ bd Kim lai
ding sau.

Tao ghét lam mdy chuyén nay, Mai nol thang
sau khi ¢d ding trudc mat Kim. C6 chuyén quai
cap tdp qua vai bén kia. Tao ¢é dugc phép ndi la
tao ghét loom chuyén nay biét bao nhiéu khong?

Xong réi ndi sau, Kim trd 15i va ddy c6 ban
ctia minh vé& hudng tiém.

Mai htdm Kim trude khi bude vao cita iém.
Kim nhin theo qua cifa kinh trong lic Mal tién tGi
quiy tinh tién va bit diu trd chuyén v3i ngudi
dan ba Viét Nam déng tudi phia sau quay hang.
Sau dé mdt vai phit ba ta gat dau va budc ra
khoi quiy hiang d€ chi cho Mai xem nhifng mau
vl treo trén tung.

Kim dfy cita kinh qua mdt bén, ti€ng chudng
treo trén ban 18 reo Ién, bdo hiéu su cd mat cha
cH. Ba chi tiém khong thém quay lal dé nhin.
Kim d€ c4nh cita d6ng nhe lai sau lung c0. Tuy€t
VoL,

Md ciia chdumdc do dam cd mdy viy? ba chu
titm hoi Mai bing ti€ng Viét. Ho ngim nghia
nhitng tim vAi mau ngoc thach va bach yén dung
dé may nhitng bd do dai.

Con héng biét. Me con ciing khdng cao hon
con bao nhiéu. Giong cia Mai hdl run run, day
i 16i. Kim Am thim di€u khi€n Mai binh finh
lai.

Trong tiém khong c6 may guay phim nao ca.
Kh6ng may dd trdm cap nam & phia cita. Nhifng
{iem ban qua lat vat nhu tiém nay khong bao gid
¢6 nhitng thit nay lam chiing trd nén nhifng muc
fiéu d& dang. Ciing nh nhifng tiém khéc, tém
nay cé nhiéu hang hon 1a chd d€ tring bay hang,
i nhitng thit linh tinh biing gém va thuy tinh,
nim chdng chit 1&n nhau, dudng nhu sip do va
bé loAng xo4ng trén nén dét 16t vai lino.

Phia sau quy tinh tién cdi may bip ctia Vinh
treo ton ten trén diy thit ba it bén trdi d€m qua.

L



Khi c6 biét ro 1a ba chi tiém dang ban ron vdi
Mai, Kim lién 14n ra phia sau quay va nhe nhang
nhic c4i géi hang nho ra khﬁi moc. Kim nhin l&n.
Ho van dang quay luhg v¢ phia ¢d. Kim hit mot
hdl thd ngin va gidu cdi mdy bip dang sau lu'ng,
rbi nhétnd vao quan 16t clia cd. Khi né tudt xuodng,
¢ quay ra diing sau dé kéo né ve vi tri,

C6 dang lam cdi gi d6é? Mot giong néi hoi.

Kim ngin diau 1&n. Téc cb xda xudng trudc
mét, nhung qua nhitng khé hé Kim thdy ba chid
tiém nhin chidm cham & cd, hai tay khi€ng day
vai. K& bén ba ta, Mai tir tir rat Jui.

Kim giit binh finh. C6 nghi€éng cim l&n vé phia
ngudi dan ba, hit téc ra khoi mat, cd gang ra vé
to cao hon.

Cdi gi & déing sau lung c6 vay? Ba ta hot.

Kim quay vé& phia Mai va ra hiéu. Chay.

£/ Ba ta la 1&én khi Mai budc lui va vdi va ra
khéi tiém. Ba ta quay lai phia Kim, day [ cdi gi 7
Dhuta tui col.

Kim IAn ra phia sau va ném cai may bip 1én
quiy hang,

Ba chii tiém ngo cai mﬁy bip rdi lai ngé Kim.
Kim thoc hai tay vao tdi quan phia sau, lam ra ve
nhur khong c6 gi tram trt;mg 1Am, nhu Vinh ¢ 1&
s&€ dan c6. C6 nhd khdu hiéu. Brookhurst 354,
bing dang ctia Vinh, dé la bio hi¢m an man clia
6. Va ba chil tiém s& phai cin nhic vé chuyén
goi cAnh sdt mot khi ba ta bi€t dudc 1a Kim dang
& duéi su che chd clia ho.

Kim tu hoi tai sao ngudi dan ba chua néi gi
vdi cb hét. Co dbn sic ning cla cd tif chin nay
qua chén kia, cai nhin céia ¢ vin con diy thach
thitc. C6 s& khong thita nhin bit ci cai gi.

Cé hdy di di, cudi cing ba chu ti¢m [én ti€ng.

Kim xuyt cudi to 1&én. Cdi gi’?

Pi di, ba ta ra 1énh. Khudn mat ba ta to ve
nghiém khic, nhung ddng thoi day thudng hai —
dé [a modt guong mit mdi do1 vdi Kim. C6 da
quen Vi nhﬁ‘ug It s nhuc va de doa moi khi cd
bi bit qua tang, nhat 14 khi ngudi ta nhin ra co 131
My lai. Nhung nguti dan ba nay chi gt dau vé
phia ¢, cé 1& ba ta ciing thudng hai 6 vi cd mang
hai dong méu, va ba ta quay lung lai, cho cd bo
di mot canh don gian, khong hinh phat.

Mai nip sau cot dién thoai phia bén kia dutng
ddi Kim.

Tao khéng nghe ai la, Mai néi. Cdi gi da xay
ra?

Khing co gi !zei Kim tra 18i. C6 ng6 lai phia
cita tiém. Khéng cé gi xdy ra hét.

Mai thd phao. May hén dd. Mai nhin nhu ¢
sdp phé lén cudi, nhimg cb tf kém ché va nghién
quai ham lai. May sé khéng bao gi lam chuyén
ney nita, cO noi.

Khéng c6 ai § trong cin apartment khi Kim
trd vé&. Cin phong dudng nhu sing sta hon, to
hon khi tréng réng, mdt chuyén rit hi€ém cd, C6
t4m rita, ham lai phan cdm Thai c6 tim dudc phia
trong td lanh, va ngdi xudng dé xem tivi.

Tuy x6m nay nhu rdc, chen chic gita motday
tiém ban hang hdéa ngudi ta gifi ban va nhitng
fiém ban rudu, cin apartment khong d&n néi té
l4m. Phong khach va phong ngl to vira cd, tuy da
s6 db dac trong nha la nhitng thi lwgm lai tif via
hé va nhﬁ‘ng garage sale, din may 4m thanh con
rat xuét sic. CAi tivi véi man anh to, may CD co6
thé thay 20 dia nhac, hai dau may dung dé thau
phim, vi k€ c& mdy quay dia hat. Lic dau Kim
hdi lu@ng Ir khi Vinh va miy ngudi ban rinh ca
b6 vé, nhung trong vong bn thing nay khong c6
chuyén gi truc triic va cling khdng ¢ ai doi ching
lai ca.

Can bing hai chi€c diia trén mdt tay va re-
mote control trén tay kia, Kim tim mot dai truyén
hinh déng gia d€ xem, & lai m6i dai khong lau
hon mdt vai gidy dong ho. Co ludn ludn dénh gid
nhitng gia dinh nudi cla ¢d qua s& ludng tivi cd
dude phép xem. DAy 1a mdt cach cho b biét
nhitng thing hodc nam k& ti€p trong nhitng gia
dinh nay s& nhu th€ nao. Mot vai ti€ng dong ho,
c¢6 nghia 14 cha me nudi cla ¢d la nhifng ngudi
nghiém khic, va quiy roi cd, va lic nao cling
sén sang mach 1&o vdi nhitng ngudi tir s6 xa ho1.
N&u thi gith xem tivi khong dudc khang dinh, thi
ho thuting thuting dé cho cd yén thin. Dai khi,
n&u dé 1a sy that, Thudng thudng n&u ngudi cha
nudi 13 ké ca chén thi hin s& tim cdch khac dé
quiy riy cd, d€ cho cd khoéng c6 ty do. Va di
nhién, d6 Ia nhifng gia dinh ma c6 can mot thai
gian dai mdi thoét ra dugc.

(J day, khéng c6 cha me nudi nao ra lénh cho
¢d 1am c4i gi hét. Co 6 quyén coi bao nhiéu tivi
ciing dudc. Co c6 thé di choi ic nao ¢6 mudn.
Tuy hin cé thit, nhung Vinh khong kém ché cb
dudc. Va hin biét ro la khdng nén ring qua sic.

Kim di ngd Iic mudi mot gid. GAn hai gid sing
¢t nghe ti€ng clia bon Vinh vé nha. Tiéng leng
keng clia xAu chia khéa bi thay len ban dn, mui
thudc 14 phang phét trong cii néng Am va rit clia
Nam Cali. Kim tr hoi 1a bi€t dén khi nao Vinh
mdi chiu kéu ngudi sia may lanh. C6 khong tin
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14 ¢b di c6 thé cidm cu dudc lAu dén nhu viy. Hy
vong sao co khong phai chiu dung lau, hy vong
d&n Iic d6 co sé thodt ra khoi cdn apartment nay.
Kim tp mét vao gdi va gia vd ngu.

Ba gi con trai & cing m6t phong trong khi Kim
va Vinh & trong phong thit nhi. C6 nghe tiéng clta
phong ngi cot ket md roi lai dong. Quin va do
cfia Vinh dudc cdi ra va c6 1& bi thiy mot dong
trén san nha. Roi sitc ning thinh linh ctia Vinh roi
1&n ném, lam ndo dong su thing bang trén giudng.
P4y la mot cdi givdng don, cho nén Kim mién
cuBng hiéu 1 thin thé ciia Vinh sé& cham vao co
khi ho nim ngd. Vinh ngo nguéy trén giudng, nguc
ctia hiin k& Iung ctia Kim, tay phai cia hin trudn
vong quanh bung co.

Kim cdn ring va gitt mit c6 nham lai, T khi
cb ¢6 thé nhé, Kim lubn ludn nim nghién va doi
dién bitc tudng. Vinh tudng do co nghia la Kim
mubn dude 6m Ap mdi lan ho ndm chung véi nhau.

Anh biét em chua ngu, Vinh néi, hdi thd cua
hin 4m trén tai cb.

Cb xoay lung v€ phia Vinh va day tay ctia hin
ra. Xich qua di, nong qua.

Em khéng mudn biét anh vita & ddu vé? Vinh
hoi.

T61 biét..

Khéng, em khong biét, hin néi mot cach soi
néi, va vén miy sdi téc khoi mat caa Kim. Tay
ctia hin ddy md hdi. Kim chi mong c¢6 mdt lan
nio dé, hin chiu vao phong vé sinh va rira riy
trudc khi di ngu.

Anh vita ¢ mét cudc hop vai tui Pomona Boys,
hin noi.

Trong béng dém Vinh khong thé thd'y nét mat
thédt cha Kim. Thit vay.

Em khong hiéu sao, em? hin néi, rung tay cd,
l3m nhv 1Am nhu viy sé& cé ich. Tui né cé thé dem
minh vao L.A., va sau do Houston. Em co tin
khéng?

Tuy Vinh c¢6 nhiéu nhugc di€m, hin c6 rét
nhiéu hoai bio, k€é ci cho nhitng viéc ngu ngbc,
ching han nhu phét trién ti€éng tim cda bang
Brookhurst 354, mOt nhém van con bi coi 1a nhitng
cAu thit nhé so vdi nhitng bing dang khéc trong

viing Little Saigon. Bon cia Vinh chi méi hoanh. -

hanh mot vai dot xAm nhap thanh cong trong viing.
Vay may anh dang tinh lam gi? Kim hoi.
MAYy c4i nha § Monterey Park. Mt trong may
thiing chi d6 c6 tién trong mot hiéu phd day
chuyén & mién Bic. Thiing cha va gia dinh méi
don vé day.
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Sao ho can méy anh gidp lam chi?

MAy tudn nay tui né gap khé khin qua mat
canh sat.

P& méy anh bi bat a?

C6 c6 thé cam thdy Vinh xoay xa ra ¢0, su
hing hai clia hin xep xubng. Sao em phdi ndi lén
mdy chuyén nhi viy?

Kim quay mit d6i dién vdi han. Vinh nhin
khoéng té 1dm. C6 di khong bao gid di vdi Vinh
p&u nh hin x&u trai. K& ca véi ci dau cao troc,
hdn vin dé nhin, véi cip mat sing va nu cudi dé
Jay. Rit ti€c 1a hdn chi cao hdn cb c6 mot thc
thdi. Kim bi€t c4i d6 khdng phai 16i tai hin, nhat
I4 khi chiéu cao clia ¢d 12 do dong médu da tring
dang chiy trong cb. Nhung c¢6 vAn bit tdi hin.
Liic nao cd nhin hin c4i chiu cao déu nhic nhd
vdi o 1a hin s& khong bao gity dat tiéu chuén.
D6 1a mot diéu thim t& d€ nghi dén, nhung né ctt
nhin chim chidm vao 6.

Xin 15i, ¢b n6i nhung khéng cé ¥ dinh xin 16i.

Sao em khéng thé mimg cho tui anh? Vinh hoi.
Tui anh laim chuyén nay ciing la lam cho em luén
do.

Kim khong hoi ho s& lam bang cdch nio vi co
khong mudn bi€t. Cai déng ho bdo thirc tng do
2:28 va Kim mét nhoai di.

Em da di dau téi nay vay? Vinh hoi. Anh cé bip
ETFL.

Vay ha? Toi khong nhén dudc.

Cé 12 may hét pin. Hin ngoi diy. N6 & dau?
Anh coi col.

G ngoai phong khdch. Mai coi, ok? T6i mét.
b6 kéo Vinh vé phia minh.

Vinh chin chit nhung r6i budn ldi § dinh va
ngi lung trén givdng. Han bit dau vé nhitng hinh
tron trén tay clia cd mdt cach cham rai va nhe
nhing, lam c6 ndi da ga mic du tdi néng. Kim
cho phép chuyén nay, hy vong la hiin sé dan dan
xoa manh hon d€ ¢6 dudc mdt xuit xoa bép thit
s, Nhung khi hdn bit dau kéo quan 16t clia cb,
cb ngin hin lai.

Cai gi vay?

Téi khéng muén.

C3 cdi gi khéng 6n hda? Lai dc ming a?

U

Chiia a.

Ho trd nén im lang trong vai phit, nhung Kim
bi&t 13 hin vAn con thitc va s& thit mot lin nita.

Anh cé bao gic nght vé hg khéng? Kim hoi.

Ha? Giong hiin hdingai ngii. C6 the€ hian khéng
muon lam tinh.




Ba me cua anh. Hp dang & ddu.

Chiia a, Vinh noi. Bé em lai ndi chuyén vdi
Mai nita ha?

I di.

Nim nao Mai cting nhy vy, nhung thung
thuding 1a vao dip 1&. Sao n6 lai phai lam em bi
4m 4nh v& mAy chuyén d6 lubn lam chi?

T6i khong cé bi am danh. Téi chi mudn biét thoi.
Anh chita titng bao gio muédn biét a?

Khong.

Dé néi xao.

Sao anh phéi néi xao? Minh hai muoi tudi roi.
Minh khéng can ho.

Bé anh khéng mubn biét ho cé con séng hay
khong sao?

Ho chét rbi, Vinh néi. Tui minh la nhitng dita
mo coi.

Anh khong biét chac ma. That ra, Kim dugc
coi 12 mdt dita tré mo ¢di khi cd dén My dudi
chudng trinh Operation Babylift. Nhung 46 khong
c6 nghia I cha me cd da chét, chi c6 nghia la ho
da cho giao cb cho chudng trinh d6 thol. Khong
c6 vét gi d€ nhin ra ¢6 trix tén cla cd. Ngay sinh
nhét thit cla cb cling khong ai biét. Ngudi ta phan
cho ¢6 ngay mot thang giéng nhu nhitng dda tré
mo coi khong gidy khai sinh khic. Trudng hdp
clia Vinh ciing twong t, tuy nhién hin d&n MJ
sau Kim dudi dang tré em khong thin quyén trong
I6p séng ngudi vugt bién. C4 hai khong biét 1a
cha me ctia ho con song hay da chét.

Ba md ciia anh chét vdi, Vinh khﬁng dinh. B6
|4 mot 19 tuyén bd ma hdn rét tin. Hin tha 16ng
cianh tay qua eo clia Kim, r6i kéo mén 1én.

Chin may chdc hdi thd ciia hiin trd nén ning
né va déu. Kim cin thin gd thoat ra khéi vong
tay ctia hian va trfn gan vio tuding, kéo hai dau
gdi cia cb vé phia mit va it tir nga thi€p di.

Thutng thudng thi Kim di bd thang tif tram xe
buyt dén chd 1am, nhwng c6 di tim ra mot 161 di
vong d€ di ngang qua céi cita tiém ma ba chi da
tha co di. Lic dau, Kim ding phia bén kia duting
d€ ba ta khéi nhin thdy cb. Kim thuttng cho phép
cd ta chim budc lai moi khi cita tiém hién 1én
trong tam nhin ctia ¢6 va nheo mit, cd th¥ nhin
xem ba ta c6 & trong d6 khong.

Phén 161 thdi gian ba chi tiém ngdi phia sau
quay tinh tién, doc béo, néi chuyén trén dién thoai,
hay gitip mot trong nhitng ngudi khach hang von
it i cia ba. Sau mdt vai 1an quan sat, Kim doan
ba ta khodng chitng bdn mudi tudi. C6 nhd Ia
giong cla ba ta nghe loang thodng giong Nam va

ning, viy cd 1& ba ta dd d€n My cdch day khong
lau.

Dan din Kim trd nén can dim hon, d€n gin
twting ciia diy budn bin, bing qua chd diu xe,
roi difng trudc cifa tiém. Nhung ba chil tiém khong
thém nhin 1én va Kim tr hoi khong 1€ ba ta da
quén co.

J ché lam, Kim bi mit chd ding & quay tinh
tién sau khi ngudi quan 1y bat qua tang cb tranh
ludn vdi khdach hang. Nancy da khong c6 mat
dé tir lic bt ddu. N&uma ba cé thi ba sé& hiéu tai
sao Kim cu tuyét khéng dwa cho con cua lao khach
hiang mot mén d6 choi khac. Thing nho ranh do.

D€ ¢b hoc dude bai hoc 1a dita tré nao & tiém
Tasty Burger déu xing ddng mdt mon do chai,
Kim bi giao nhiém vu ngdi trong bép va ldp rap
mAy mén db chdi. M6t mén hing ré ti€n biang
nhwa trong mdi mot hop gidy trang di€m bdi nhitng
cai hinh 1ip rap khong 16 va nhitng cdu d6i knock
knock.

Kim dang didng & quay tinh tién dé phén phoi
mAiy mén do chdi khi ¢6 thAy ngudi dan ba tir cia
tiém xuit hién. C6 di thing t6i quay clia Frank,
ndi chi von ven ba ngudi khach hang dang ding
ddi.

E, Kim n6i véi Frank khi cdu ta di t6i mdy 1am
soda, dé téi laum thé cho.

T6i méi nghi gidi lao muoi [dm phiit, Frank
néi. Hon nita, cd chua ditoe lam lai ma.

Nancy diu c6 & day. Lam on di, rdi tbi s€ 1am
thé€ cho anh thit Biy nay.

Frank do du, nhung roi gt dau va déng nip ly
ndc soda lai. Frank mdi bit dau lam khoéng mot
thdng nay, nén chua dudc phép nghi ngay thi
Bay.

Ngudi dan ba nhan ra Kim khi ¢6 1€ phép cudi
va dgi ba ta kéu thitc in. Pay 12 vi tri gan nhit
giita hai d6i tudng sau lan gip g8 diu tién ciia ho
tai cita tiém. Kim hoc thudc l1ong tit cd nhitng gi
ma c6 c6 thé: mdt mai téc dai den cdt 1én mot
cich don gidn va thdong xudng sau lung, khudn
mit ciia ba ta khdng trang di€ém d€ 16 nhitng nét
nhin vong quanh mit, mdt vai ddm tang nhan
trén hai gd ma, mot n6t rudi trén ciim.

Cé c6 thé v6 tiém, ba chu tiém néi trong khi
Kim thdi tién lai cho ba. Mién la c6 ditng c& ldy
cdp cdi gi nita.

Sau ca lam viéc, Kim tinh chi di ngang qua
cita tiém rdi di vé. Co chdt thdy va hoi kinh hoang
khi thi'y gudng mét minh phin chi€u trén cita kinh
ctia mot nha bing. C6 nhin thit khing khi€p. Sau
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tdm ti€ng dong hd lam VIEC, mdi t6c cha cb b
Xep lep, bét lai, va ¢6 ndng nic mii khoa; Ay
chi€n. C6 muén trinh dién mét chin dung t6t hon.
Matudi bat déu chdy 1én trén dai 16, Kim khéng
thich di xe buyt sau khi trdi t64, nhung cb biét 13
¢6 khdng nén bd 13 cd hi nay.

Cai bdn treo trén cita tiém lap 1be mdt mau
Xanh neon ruc rd, cita tiém duy nhit con 4nh sing
va md cita trong khu thuong mai. MB&t lan nita
nguti dan ba lai ngdi phia sau quay tinh tién.
Kim budc vao.

Dé hai tay ciia cé ra phiatrude, ba ta lén ti€ng.

Kim ¥ tr bu6e vao va ngfm chung quanh.
Khéng c6 ai khac d trong ti€m cd. Ho ditng dai
di€n nhau véi quiy tinh tién nim & giita.

(6 dong khdch khdng bdc? Kim de dit hai.

Ciing duoe dioc, ba ta tra 15i. Ché nay khéng
phat la ché t6t nhat dé mé tiém, nhing chiing t6i
chi ¢é dit khd néng nhi thé théi. Mt tiém video
6 thé sdp mé ra ké bén. 1 Y vong sé kha hom.

C6 ai phu bdc khéng?

Khéng. Chong tui co cong viée khdc ciia ong.

Con con cdi ciia bdc?

Lui tui khéng cé con.

Trong quiy kinh truc mat Kim nhifng chiéc
vong cim thach va nhitng soi diy chuyén bac
chi€u 1ap lanh dwdi 4nh den roi xudng tir phia
trén.

Lat sao bdc néi téi c6 thé vé tigm? Kim hoi.

Lai sao ¢ lai mudn vé?

Cau trd 161 ngdi d6, nghen trong ¢§ ctia Kim,
nhung cé khong néi dudc vi ¢o tin 1 né qua sdm.

Tui ciing khéng biét nita, ba chi tiém ndi.
Nhuing cé coi bé vé hai.

Xuong séng cfia Kim thing 1én, T5; khéng phai
vd hai.,

Ba ta mim cudi nhin ¢6. €5 nght cd citng i
ldm &. Tat cd ede 6 tré. Nhue viy s€ b coi la vé 18
d Viét Nam.

Nhiing & day thi khéng.

Khdng, ba ta noi, va cii nhin, mdt cii nhin
quen thude trén lan véi sy khuay khudn vi nhd
nha, nhé giot xuéng gwong mit cia ba, lam siu
thém nhitng nét lo au di cé sin xung quanh mit
va miéng ciia ba ta. J day thi khong.

Kim chuyén cai nhin chim chiim ciia minh vé
phia nhitng mén nit trang. Nhitng cii vong cim
thach, vdi di mau sic xanh, do, Irfmg, Vd cam
chi€u sdng ruc rd trén nén nhung den.

Cd thdy cdi nao cé thich khdng? Ba ta héi.

Kim khong tra 104, chi nhin thodng lén di dé
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Xem cai vong ciia ba — mau xanh. Nhiéy phu nit
Viét Nam deo vong cAm thach. Truyén thuy&i c6
no1 a1 deo cdi vong cing lau thi miu sic s cang
trd nén dim da va sic s, bi€u 16 su tredng thanh
cia ngudi deo. Nhitng chiéc vong la nhitng mén
qua pho bién dudc trao ting giita nhitng ngui
trong gia dinh. C4i vong ctia Mai I4 do mot trong
nhitng ba m4 nuoi ciia né tang nhén dip sinh nhat
lan thtt mudi sdu ciia ng.

Sao bdc biét tbi nguoi Viét Nam? Kim héi.
Thuting it ai dodn dugc trir khi ho c8 ging tim
hi€u. Nhung ngudfi dan ba nay da bi€t va néi
chuy€n vdi c6 qua ti€ng me dé ngay it ban diu.

Bé cé khéng phdi sao?

Phdii.

Tui biét, ba ta néi. Qua cdch cé di diing va
nhiing cit chi ciia cé. Mdy cai do rat ré rang,

Nhitng téi lom lén d dity, Kim néi, va, tnedc khi
cd tur kém ché& minh, 1671 mé céi cha me.

Ba chi tiém lic ddu. Cdi ds khéng quan trong.
Al dd nubi céd, & débu cing vay, cé la ngudi Vigt
Nam.

Nhitng ti€ng chudng reo 1én. Kim nhin qua vai
¢0. Hai ngudfi phu nif Viét Nam tan bd vao, mai
me tro chuyén va nhitng d6i dép ciia ho kéo [é
trén dit. Canh cita kinh déng lai va nhiing tiéng
chudng lai rung I&n,

Kim nhin dong h6. Chuyén xe buyt cusi cling
ma cb c6 thé dén c6 1 da chay qua nim pht vé
trudc.

Téi phdi di, Kim néi.

Ba cht tiém 16 vé that vong, nhung git diu.
Hen gap 6.

Da, Kim néi. Cé thé, Cé nhanh chéng ra khoi

 clta, ¢85 13 di nhifng cdi nhitng nhip dép dang phip

phong tron g tim ¢6, mong dgi dén ngay mai, lin
k€ ti€p ho s& gip nhau,

Dém d6 d&n Iugt phién Vinh [am chi cudc hop.
C6 ¢6 th€ nghe ho chuyén trd trép dudng 1én ciu
thang, nhitng giong cudi manh bao vi tan nhén,
nhitng budc chan ndng né lay déng ci khu apart-
ment. Kim ditng § cita trudc ti€p thu h&t 4t i
Khong c6 161 vao nha nio khic.

Kimmry! mot giong trim la 1én. C3 mdt bon
thanh nién ngdi rai rac trong phong khich mot
cach t nhién, diu téc dinh diy gel va nhitng d6i
giay bAm sinh d4't 1am b4n ¢ thim vi gh€ sofa,
nhitng hop dung pizza diy ma va nhitng lon bia
bi ném thim lum trén nén nha va ban 3 phé.

I, ¢ mi€n cudng chao. Cb bing qua phong
khach, budc qua nhitng than thé nim ngdnngang,




noi nhitng ban iay dia cot kéo chin ¢o.

Em ¢ dau nay gio vdy? Hung héi, hin 12 mt
rong nhitng dita ban Vinh quen lau nhit, Hin
cling chinh la ngudi dd méc ndi cho Vinh vio
bang 354. Tui anh gédn nhu khéng bao gior gép
em.

I'0i phdi di lam, Kim néi, vAp vio chin ciia ai
do.

May bat Kim di [am ha Viph? Kim, né€u em &
V61 anh, anh s& lu6n dim bio em s& khong bao
giv phai lo vé tién,

Nhitng ti€ng cuth déu cang rd 1én. Kim cam
thdy dé chiu hon khi ¢6 d&n phong ngi, déng
canh cita lai phia sau lung, wdc mong sao né di
day d€ chin nhitng ti€ng on a0 & ngoai.

Cach diy khéng lau chinh c6 di nghi ho la
nhitng ké ctng rin, diing cdm. C6 rit bict dn suf
che chd ctia ho khi ¢dn hoc trung hoc, danh dip
nhiing dita ca chdn di quay r6i co. C6 d3 chim
chi lang nghe nhifng ciu chuyén ho k€ vé nhitng
cudc xdm nhip nha ngudi khic va nhitng vu in
cudp nhw mét dita bé trong gies k& chuyén, bi
quyén rii bdi nhitng xe Honda Civic vi Integra
bong bay ciia ho véi nhitng dan may va dung cu
phic tap, hi€u Idm sv néng niy ciia ho Ia cich
bay t6 danh du va su hanh dién, Nhung cai dé 1a
thd1 trung hoc. Bay gid c6 nhiing ké trong bon
354 da gan hai mudi lim tudi, nhung ho khéng
¢o § dinh tim mdt cong viéc chinh ding. Bon ho
nghi la ho dang séng trong thuc (€. Kim cim thiy
Xau hd vi ¢b cdn nhd di c6 mbt thii co ciing suy
nghi nhu ho.

Trong Itic ¢o thay ra khéi quin 4o am viéc,
Vinh budc vao phong. Han déng ciia lai va ding
trudc mit ¢d. Hin hinh nhy di say rudu. C6 g
say thudc. Va ca gifin dif nita,

Sao em vé tré qud viy?

Kim cho hin xem ddng hd ciia c5. Ddng hd
chi tdm gidf rudi.

Em lam t6i ndm gicr hém nay théi ma.

16i c6 hen véi Mai.

Anh ¢é goi né.

BS anh dang theo déi 16i &7

Em c6 hen véi ai vay?

Kim ngdi 1én girdng. Vinh budc dén gan cho -

d€n khi hin ding trwdc mat cd vdi ding diéu nhu
th€ hin sip sita ddnh co. nhung c6 thita biét 1a
han khong dam. Anh khén 8 ¢6 quyén hdi tdi nhiing
cau do nita, cd néi.

Tai sao khéng? Vinh hdi. Nhung nét miit ciia
han thé 16 vdi ¢b Ia hin da bist tai sao. Hin thiach

hitc ¢6 n6i 1én nhitng diéu d6. P6i mit cia hin
bin ra nhitng tia nhin xung quanh bon vach tudng,
nhic vdi co 1a ¢b vin dang con cin nhifng gi hin
hién c6.

Kim tragt xudng giuding va di chd khac. 75; ¢5
don . |

Lic diu Vinh khdng néi gi ca. Hin chi quay
lung v€ phia cé, hai vai thing, phéng 1&n bai Sit
tw ai. Ngay bay gier &7 hin hoi.

Khéng, Kim néi. Tudn sau.

1'6i khdng hiéu cé, Vinh néi. C8 mudhn gLoti?

Khong gi hét, Kim nhin xudng sin nha, c4i
thim do ban xau xi. Cb thoc tay vao tii quin va
neém cai mdy bip hv' clia hin 1én giudng. Anh da
leon dii ¥é6i, cdm 1,

Hin khong them nhin d&n no.

161 néi that ds, Kim néi. T'hat ma. C6 hy vong
la giong cd thd 16 su bi€t dn, nhung dé 12 mot
cam tinh xa la, c6 khong biét boc 16 bing cich
nao.

Chila g, Vinh néi. T6i céc cédn bist

Kim udng 6 s& cdm th4y nhe nhém hon. Bao
nhiéu thang séng v6i cam gisc c6 13i va sd hii vé
viéc cb gid v voi hin, nu hén diu tién cia ch,
ngudi ban trai duy nhit ciia co, ngudi ban lau
nhit ciia cd. Bay git hin da biét t3t ca. Nhung c6
van khong tim thiy sy yén én, khdng c6 sitc ning
nao dugc nang khéi nguc hodc diu cla cb. Kim
van cdm thiy nhu thung 1¢. Pang 1& c¢b phai
hi€u r5 hon. Khéng c6 céi gi dé chiu nhv nhitng
gi ¢d da hinh dung.

C6 vai cdu quen nhau duge bao lay?

D6 la mét cau héi khé tra 18 Kim khong thé
nhd dudc mét thoi glan ndo ma Vinh khong c6 &
trong doi cla cb, k€ tit khi ca hai bi dua vao nhiing
gia dinh nudi chung vdi nhau. Trong mét thdfi gian
dai, ¢d ddi X vdi Vinh nhu mot ngudi anh cho
dén khi ho 1&n mudi hai tudi vi song cich biét,
Ca hai & trong phong ciia ¢6. nidm k& nhau trén
gludng va doc nhitng quyén truyén hoat hoa cii
mdi mugn tif thw vién budi sang hom dé. khi Vil
bat ddu hon Ién ¢8 ciia c6, thd tay vao quin short
cua cb, va néi véi cb 1a hin y€u cd. Cb dé€ cho
hin [am chuyén &y, tr n ghi 1a hin c6 mii khic
vOi nhitng ngudi cha nudi clia cb. Mui xa bong
va mui keo hinh giun dai 1Am ¢6 mim cudi va tin
chic la ldn nay khéng kinh khiing nhy nhitn 2 lan
khdc, va c6 1€ 1a day 13 mot cam glac binh thu@ng,

Mot thei gian khd lau, Kim ted 101, C8 vira xong
phin dénh béng c4i vong tay, dat né qua mét bén
va cAm mét cai khic len.
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Ba chil tiém 1ic dau trong khi b md mdt hdp
dung chit ddnh béng nif trang ra. Lic d6 da sau
gid md cita, 4nh dén trong ca tiém md xudng,
nhitng manh ctta di dudc dong lai. Kim dang giap
ba ta vdi viéc lau chii hing héa hang tuan. Mot
bang casette vdi nhitng bai dan ca Viét Nam dang
dugc chdi tir may hat phia sau quay hang, nhiing
bai hat ma Kim mo hd nhé tir nha cia nhitng gia
dinh nuoi ci.

Cé con qua tré dé cé thé cé mét ngudi ban trai
chinh thite, ba ta n6i. M&y cdi dé chi dem lai phién
phiic thoi.

Bdc nght nhu thé a?

O, tui biét ré, cé tin tui di.

Kim nhin ba mot cach k¥ luw@ng. Viay bac da
doi cho dén khi bdc lam ddm cudi.

Puing viy. Litc dé tui da gdn ba muoi tubi va
tui khéng cé vén dé gi cd.

Con vé chuyén con cdi thi sao?

Ba chi tiém chiti k¥ hon, ¢ chii di nhitng vét
dd v0 hinh nao do trén mot cai bong tal. Sau khi
ba ta dd bang long, ba nhin 1én. T6i khéng nght
dén chuyén dé, ba ta n6i. Téi khdng bao gid nght
toi sé la mot nguot me 16t

Kim li€c nhin dong nit trang mdi dugc chii
béng nim gon gang trén quay hang. Phin chiu
tir mot cai bong tai to, khudn mét cia ba chi tiém
nhin rd hdn. Ba ta nhin qui nghieém nghi. 76i ciing
viy, Kim noi.

O c6 khdng nén ndi nhit vay, ba chi tiém noi.
Cé con tré. Co khong biét sé ra sao.

Vay thi bdc biét tic liic nao?

Ba ta nhin vai. Tui khéng ré cho ldm. Tui nght
tui luén cé linh tinh. Ba nhin phia ban tay cia
Kim va mim cudi. Cé thich cdi vong do.

Kim nhanh chéng bd né xudng.

Cé cé mubn né khong?

Kim ngin ngir. T4i khdng dii tién dé mua né.

Tui biét, cé dang dé danh tién dé mudn apart-
ment khdc. Cam nd di, tui tdng co.

Kim khong dong day.

Cdm IdYy di, ba ta lap lai va nhén cai vong vao
tay ciia Kim. Coi nhit né la mét mon qua sinh
nhdt som di, duoc khong?

Kim nhin ba ta, sting sd. Co khong nhd la c6
da néi vdi ba Ay la sdp t6i sinh nhit cia cb. Co
phin d6i mbt cich y&u 6t va rdi ci hai cling day
cii vdng qua xudng cd tay trdi clia Kim.

Thdy chia? Ba chi tiém néi trong lic cd hai
ngim cii mau bién xanh 1dt cia ngoc thach. Dé
thuong qud.
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Kim chua hé gip ngudi dan ba lam & sd xa
héi tit ngay ¢6 dude giai phéng ndm ngoai. Ho
da chao tam biét dudi mot tinh hudéng khong vui.
Ba ta dd mudn Kim tiép tuc d lai nha cha me
nudi cho dén khi cd hoc xong trung hoc. Nhung
Kim d3 thira sitc biét 1a vdi s6 diém thip tit mia
thu c6 & lai ciing vo ich. Ba 4y di canh cdo Kim
lA cO s& ho1 hén.

Khéng cé ai sé mudn chdu diu, ba ta tuyén
bd. Chdu sé khéng cé mt tuong lai 16t.

B4 khong hi€u gi c. Kim da chitng ki€n nhitng
di¥a tré nudi sau ngay giai phong va ngay ra
trudng. Khong c6 gi khac biét giita chiing n6 va
nhitng dda théi hoc. Kim khéng can nhitng chuyén
nhiic @n khong cAn thi€t ndy. Hon nita c6 khong
chiu dung dudc mdt ngay ndo nita dudi cin nha
clia cha me nudi cla cd va ¢b biét ho ciing cAm
thay nhu vay. Nhin dip ngay sinh nhét thi mudi
tAm clia c6, me nudi clia c¢d da dua cho cd nam
muoi dong va mot cai va li cli. Bdy gid con la
ngudi lém roi, ba ta ndi. Pitmg cé lam chuyén gi
dai dot.

Phan d6 ctia cudc song da & phia sau lung cila
Kim. Ngoai trit gitt lién lac v&i nhitng anh chi em
nudi ciia cb, cd khong mudn dinh ding gi tdi
nhitng ngudi khic, nhitng ngudi 16n ma dang 1€
phai chdm lo cho ¢6 va ngudc lai da lam hong tat
ca moi chuyén, Nhit 14 bi nhin vién tit sd xa
h6i. C6 nhitng 14n Kim ti hoi ¢6 phéi ba ta di ¢
tinh 1Am nhw thé: thdy c¢d vao nhitng gia dinh
khong thich hdp nhit nhu thé 1A hinh phat cho
mot 161 161 ma Kim khong hé biét 1a ¢d di mac
phéi. HAu hé&t nhitng ddra tré mo cdi trong chuong
trinh Operation Babylift trtdng thanh mdt cach
binh thudng, yén thin trong nhitng gia dinh da
nhéin nuéi ho. Ching né khong bi tra lai nhu Kim.
Bay gidf, nhin thing vio ba ta, ning rinh md & eo,
d6i mét to chép lia lia va duding nhu chi hi€u mot
chiit dinh, m6t nu cudi ngu xuin da nd ra qua
sém, Kim nhin thiic ra l1a ba ta chi 1a mot nguti
khong dd trinh do.

Ba nhin vién tiY sd x4 ho1 mudn 6m Kim khi
co di vio vin phong, mdt cho khong méy lanh bé
xiu trong géc clia mot toa nha d6i dién véi tru sé
canh sdt va noi giam giit tré em pham to1. Ba ta
budng ra khi cAm thay Kim khong gid hai tay lén
d€ 6m lai. Ba ta da chong quén 1a Kim khong
thich b1 a1 dung.

T6i mudn coi hé so cia téi, Kim néi.

Ba ta quan sdt Kim mot cich k¥ ludng va cd
lap tic dap 1€ cai nhin cda ba dy. C6 dang mac




mdt cii 4o va vay mucn cia Mai cho cudc *_.riE'ug
thim nay, khong phai dé gy ting tudng gi cho ba
ta cd, ma d€ xua dudi nhitng ciu héi héc bia va
nhifng gia thi€t dang ghét.

Chdu mubn biét vé cdi gi? Ba ta hoi.

Cha me cua toi.

Kim. Cb da néi vdi chau tntdc day rdi, c6 nhiing
cd 5¢ t nhaAn ma chiu cé the téi n€u chiu mudn
tim cha rudt nguti My cta chiu.

Kim ldc diu. Téi khéng cdn biét vé bng. Téi
mubn biét vé me ciia téi.

Ba ta luc trong dong hé sd trén ban, diy la
m6t ot chi Kim nhd rit 5, d6 Ia cdch ba dy td ra
v& bédn ron va quan trong.

Cé khong biét la 6 day co gidy t& gi lién quan
t6i me ciia chdu, ba ta n6i, nhimg ¢é sé dem hé so
clia chdu ra, vét ta cé thé xem chung tudn sau nhé.

Xem bdy gid khong dugc sao? |

Cé phdi di hop trong nita tiéng. Va lai, hod so
ctia chau khéng con & trong toa nha nay nita. Co
phéi di téi viin khé dé 1dy né.

Chi mdi ¢6 mdt nam trdi qua ma cd da biném

(uyéen L

Sue di biét giita thi ca va tu tif
li

sdn sang deé giét

chinh minh

thay vi con cdi minh.

Téi bi ket trén sa mac cia nhiing vét dan bdn
Fin mdu

va dita tré chét kéo Ié kkhudn mdt den rdch ndt
ctia no

khéi b gidc ngii ciia toi

mdu tif doi md va déi vai liing ctia né

I chdt long duy nhdt mai hang dam va bung toi
qudén thdt vi cdi vi gidc tuomg tuong trong liic
miéng (ol ndt thanh moi kho

khéng voi chung thity hay Iy tinh

khdt khao cdi udt cia mdu né

dang chim vao mau tring

ciia sa mac trén do toi lac huing

khéng véi dn du hay ma thudt

cé bién thir ghét va tan phd thanh quyén luc
¢& chita lanh dita con dang chét ciia toi bang
nhitng cdi hon

chi c6 mdt trot moi lam bac mau xvong no
nhanh hon.

Nguji canh sdt di bdn guc difa bé mui tudi

& Queens

ditng sitng nhin thang bé mang doi gidy

canh sdt vay mdu tré con

va mbt giong néi cdt lén “Chét di thang dy md
ranh con” va

cé béing thau chitng minh viéc nay. Trong budi
b/

nguoi canh sdt néi dé g bao chita

“Téi khéng luu ¥ tdm véc hay gi khdc
ma chi mauda.” Va
c6 bing thiu dé chitng minh ca viéc nay nita.

Hém nay nguwoi din ong da trang 37 tudi vdi 13
ndm canh sat

duge tra tw do

bdi 11 nguii dan dng da trdng néi rdng ho
thoa mdn

cong ly da difgc thiic hien

va mot nguoi da den not

“Ho thuyét phuc té1” c6 nghia la

ho kéo ¢ cdi tdm voc da den 4’10 ” ciia ba

gua than hong ciia bon thé' ky dudi tiéu chudn
dan éng da tring

cho dén khi ba buéng bo cdi quyén luc thidc sw
ddu tién ma ba titng cé

vé trdng tif cung ciia ba bang xi mdng

dé lam nghia trang cho con cdi chiing ta.

Téivan chula cham dugc cdi tan phd trong 16i.
Nhuing trit phi téi biét cdch s dung

su di biét giita thi ca va tu tif

quyén lic ctia toi ciing doi bai nhut 16p moe déc
hay fu xiu va vo dung nhit sgi ddy dién khong
cdm

va mdt ngay nao dé téi s€ ding cdi chét nién
thiéu ciia t6i

cdm vao I6 dién gin nhdt

hiim hiép mbt ngudi dan ba da trdng 85 tuoi

la me ciia ngui nao do

va lifc toi ddnhk ba bdt tinh va phéng héa dot
gitong ba

mdt diép khiic hi lap sé vang lén theo nhip 3/4
“Toi nghiép. Ba co lam haiai bao gioddu. Bon
nay diing la lii de thi.”

Audre Lorde [The Black Unicorn]
I2 thi thAm van chuyén ngit
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vao vin kho, Kim bong cam thdy minh gia di.

C6 khéng thé hita gi vdi chdu ca, ba phan vién
xi hdi néi trong khi Kim ding 1én ra vé. Chdu
hiu diéu do phdi khong?

Té6i hidu, Kim n6i. C6 ¢d kém minh khéi nhac
ba ta 14 ba di khong bao gid hita dugc cai gi ca,
nhung Kim bi€t Jam nhv viy chi gy thém hin
thii. Kim rit ngac nhién vé su quan tim clia cd.
May nim vé trudc cd da khdng im mi€éng nhu
bay gid. C6 1€ co dang trudng thanh.

S§ tién ma Kim danh dum d€ déng thé chdn
tién mudn phong di mat hét. Kim s& can dén
hon ca thdng di lAm mdi c6 thé danh dum lai
dudc, nhung khu apartment ma Kim mudn can
phai c6 tién security deposit ngady mai néu khéng
ho s& cho ngudi khac mudn. Kim can tién ngay
bay gid.

Tién ciia may bay di ddau ma hét? Mai hoi. Tao
tidng may ddng dé danh ma.

U, Kim néi. Tao cdn tién di bdc st.

Hai ¢6 gai dang d tiém phd Gia Binh, ho rat
thich &n trwa 3 d6 — lan nay do Mai bao. Tiém
phd s& bi dong cita thang sau. Vi nhifng cai ban
bing nhua va nhifng cdi gh€ x€p bang sit, va
nhitng birc twdng rich chich diy moc, Phd Gia
Dinh khong thé nao canh tranh véi nhitng tiém
phd khdc méi hon dang moc 1én nhu nim trong
khu Little Saigon vdi nhitng thuc don song ngit
va hoa tudi trang tri trén nhi¥ng cai ban ¢6 khin
trai mdi dudc i thang tAp.

Vung Little Saigon dang dAn din thay doi, thay
vio nhitng khu thuong mai xay theo ki€n tric
chiia 12 nhitng khu budn ban nhi€u tang rong rai.
Khu mdi nhit vira méi dudc khai trudng thang
trude voi bon ting lAu va mdt twgng phét Di Lac
t5 chang ngdi giita hai cdt dd chéi c6 mot san vdi
nhitng voi phéng tén. Kim khong 14y gi khim
phuc nhitng ndi budn b4n nay, nhat Ia khi tiém an
thich nhit clia cd khdng canh tranh ndi. Co va
" Mai da di in & phd Gia Pinh sudt miy nim nay,
tir khi hai c6 di 16n d€ himn lai ba dong va in
chung mét td phd.

My sé khéng dii tién muton nha néumdy khéng
dimh dym, Mai noi trode khi hip mot mudng day
bénh pha. o

Mai n6i nhv th€ né hi€u vé chuyén ticn bac
phién phitc. NG da khong bao gid hi€u né hén
dén mic d6 nao dudc sdng vdi nhitng cha me
nudi chiu cho né tién xai vat, va khong col né
nhv mdt ganh nd, lo cho né diy du thic dn va
quan 4o.
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Tao can kiém thém viéc lam, Kim néi.

Mery da lam bon nuioi tiéng d tigm dn roi.

Tao sé gidam gidr lam viée ¢ do, Kim no1. Hon
nita tao can mdt cdng viéc trd luong nhiéu hon.
CH cam thdy chdn nan néi vé chuyén nay. Co
ghét viéc lam ciia cd hién nay, nhung cd sdp sita
dudc 1én lwong trong hai thang. C6 khong thé nghi
vicc bay gd.

Vinh sé khéng dudi may di dau, Mai tréin an.

Kim khuiy c4i mudng trong t& phd gin can
ciia cd, diu tién theo chiéu kim ddng ho, roi ngudc
lai. Hip phan nudc con lai, mat mot cach k¥ la
v0i nhitng mi€ng thit bo vun ndi § trong, d6 Ia
giay phiit co thich nhat trong nhiing bi¥a an. Nhung
1an nay Kim khong dn hét dudc.

Ngay tit lic ddu Mai da phan d6i Kim chung
sdng v6i Vinh. Mai va Vinh da ghét nhau khi ching
con con nit. Hin hay batnat né va con nho 1a mit
dt. Trong nha nudi thit nhi ma ba dita § chung,
Mai mét ngudi 16n 1a Vinh dd duc vao bung nd
sau mot cudc phiin tranh nhitng ciy ca rem. Ba
nhén vién tir s§ x& hdi lién chuyén Vinh d&n mot
noi khac ngay lap tic, va chia ré Vinh kho6i Mai
va Kim. Kim khong thé trdch Vinh. Ba ta uén ua
Mai hon, thiy t6i nghiép cho né, dem né dén
nhitng nha nudi dudng kha hon, trong khi Vinh va
Kim luén ludn bi d&i xif nhw nhitng ke thifa thai.
Kim s& ludn chia sé ndi long d6 vdi Vinh.

Ba ta ¢6 goi hom qua, néi 1a ba y khong tim
dude thong tin gi vé me clia Kim. Kim cling khong
nén ngac nhién cho lam. C6 I& ba dd khong tim
k¥ cang gi. Ba Ay dd nghi 14 Kim da mat hét hy
vong vé& twong lai 14u rdi khi ¢b 1am 18 cd hoi dé
c6 mot gia dinh My thét sir. Kim khong hicu tai
sao 6ng ba Johnson dem tra c6 lai cho ¢d quan xa
hoi sau chi ¢6 mdt thang, Lic d6 Kim chi cé ba
tudi. Chic cé 1& cd di lam mot cai gi sai trai.
Chuyén d6 da qua lau dé nhd rd.

Vinh ludn lubn néi 1a hin rit mimg vi gia dinh
Johnson da tra cb lai. N€u khong hin da khong
¢6 cd hol quen co.

Tao khéng ¢ lai dé duge, Kim ndéi. Cé khdng
mudn hin ghét co, va chuyén d6 s& xay ra néu
¢b con & d6. C6 s& lam hong tit ca moi chuyén.

DPéng 1€ ra c¢6 khong nén don vao & chung vdi

Vinh v cho hin ngt vdi ¢b d€ t6 long cam ta.
M6t bai hoc khé khin va ton kém ma co da hoc.
(6 phai ding s6 tién linh dude thing nay cho
viéc ph4 thai. Nhung cb ciing vAn can xa lanh
Vinh.

Tao can cdi apartment do.




Vdy may ldy déu ra bén trim déng? Mai hoi.

Sau bita in, Kim va Mai di d€n tram xe buyt.
Chuyén xe ctia Mai dén trudc va ho chao nhau,
hia 12 s& goi dién thoai sau. Nam phiit sau, chuy€&n
xe clia Kim trd t6i, nhung c6 phiy tay va d€ né
chay qua. C6 lap lai v6i chuyén thit hai. Sau nira
gidd dong hd, c6 ding diy va bit diu tin bd v&
phia duting Magnolia.

Trong ti€m cd vai ngudi khach cho nén Kim
ddi cho dén khi ho mua sim xong va bo di.

Ba chi tiém nd nu cudi dén chao, nhung khi
ba ta nhin thiy nét mit ctia Kim, trdn ba nhiin lai
mét cich lo ling. Kim cim thay nhe nhém mot
chiit khi bi€t 14 ba ta quan tim dé&n cb, ba Ay sé&
khong quay lung d6i véi cb.

Co chuyén gi vay?

Téi cdn bdn trim déng, Kim néi. Neay mai &
tré nhat.

Sao vay? Cd dang gdp kho khdn gi ha?

Téi cdn tién dé thué apartment, Kim néi.

Véy tién cé da danh dum ditgc & dau?

Hét réi, Kim tra 131. Xin bdc lam on gitip téi.

Tui ddu c6 nhiéu tién nhit vay ma dé cho cé.

C6, bac c6 ma, 161 da thily né & trong mdy tinh
tién ciia bdc va con nhiéu nita & trong 14 sdt.

D6i mit ba chii tiém nheo lai. Pdy la mot
chuyén khéng thich hap. Tui khéng thé cho cé s6
tién do.

Tai sao khéng?

Vi cé gan nhie ngudi la déi vai tui.

T61 khéng phai la ke lq.

Phai, co la nguot la.

Véy tai sao bi cho 161 cdi nay? Kim hoi va tay
cb gid cai vong cAm thach 1&n. T6i biét la ba chi
cho nhiing nguot trong gia dinh cai nay thoi. Ti
nhiing nguot me tdng cho nhiing dia con gai, toi
biét.

Nhung ba chii tiém lic dau, nét mit cda ba
nim gitta su boi roi va kinh tdm.

Tui cho cb cdi dé tai vi tui thdy tdi nghiép cé,
ba ta chAm rdi n6i, nhw'thé ba Ay dang n6i chuyén
véi mot ké la nao d6 ma ba dd khong hé tim hiéu
trong ba tuan qua. Tui thdy cé cit nhin chdm chim
vito né thay téi. Chi cé vay théi.

Kim nhin cham cham vé phia ba ta, bi€t 1o la
trong moi cAi chdp mit ba ta dang thay doi thanh
mot con ngudi khac. PA ¢ lan quen thudc, bay
gid ba ta lai tro thanh mot ke la. Nhitng nét mat
clia ba Ay khong con gidng clia Kim nita, gudng
mit va cif chi ctia ba ta khong con du y€m nita.
Kim ghét nhat la lic cb sai.

Dét xuat, cd quay ngudi va di thing ra khéi
cl¥a tiém v&i nita tia hy vong 14 ba ta sé goi cd, s&
néi mot cai gi d6 d€ kéu cb lai. Nhung Kim chi
nghe tiéng nhac vong lai tif phia cita tiém, nhifng
tiEng vii vii cia mdy lanh dang chay, va ti€ng
chudng clta ma ¢b di ddy va budc ra.

Cai vong cAm thach bt diu chit di vong quanh
c6 tay clia ¢0, lam nghén giao thdéng mau, nén cd
rang nin no ra va thiy né qua phia b&n kia phong
khi ¢6 vé dén nha. Nim phit sau, cd khong thiy
né nita. C6 ddo khip ca phong lén, luc tung moi
thit, nhung cling vo ich.

Khi Vinh vé d&€n nha, han thiy ¢d nim mot
dong trén san nha.

Ban tay clia hin git mat cia Kim tai ché, déi
mit hidn roi khip thin thé ¢6 dé tim nhitng vét
thudng rd rang.

Chuyén gi da xay ra? Vinh hoi. Ai ddnh em?

Dé ché cdi, cdi con mu ché cdi dé.

AL ?

Ba da khdng mudn téi titridc, va bdy giér ciing
khéng, ngay ca bdy gio.

Em dang not cai gi vay?

Kim nhd d&n 1an dau tién ho gap nhau, khi ba
chii tiém bit qué tang c6 dang dn trém.

Dé éin cdp, Kim néi. Ba litc nao cting nght nhu
viy. Toi khéng la cdi gi hon déi vdi ba,

Ai? Vinh lic hai vai clia ¢6. Ai ddm kéu em la
dé dn cdp?

Cudi cling Kim nhin thing vao Vinh. C8 nghi
dé€n 1dn dau tién Vinh khdm phé ra dudc nhifng
vét bam ciia ¢d. CAi d&m ma Kim chay tron dén
nhi ctia Vinh vA néi véi hin vé ngudi cha nudi
cia 6. Cai mua heé thim t€ trudc khi lén trung
hoc khi ho du dinh chay trén chung véi nhau.
Nhitng di€u ma cb rang khéng nghi dén, rang
quén, bdi vi cd rat dau long vi ¢d qua yéu dt, dé
bi ton thuwong, ngu xuin, va ¢d mudn thay déi va
trd thanh mot ngudi khac. Co s€ khong bao gid
thoat khdi dita tré hay bon chon, run riy dé, béi
vi cO vin 12 ¢, van |24 mO6t manh va to 16n trong
cudc ddi ctia ¢d ma cd khdng thé nao phét 1 di,
khong thé phdt 18 tat ca dude. Vi cidch Vinh nhin
cd nhu hdi ca hai con bé va vin dang nhin cb. Vi
hin hi€u ¥ clia ¢ trong nhitng khi ¢6 khong thé
bi€u 16 16 rang qua chit nghia. Vi hin di thay
hét. Hin da bi€t nhiéu qui ma nhitng chuyén dé
van khong 1A mot vin dé d6i vdi hin.

Mekong Gifts, Kimnoi. My [6 ddt cdch dieong
Magnolia. Dugi quay tinh tién, phia sau may tugng
Phét, Cai khda s6 bi mdt.
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Vinh gat dau. Hﬂﬂ chép mit nhi€u qui nhu
& hin mudn che gidu mdt cdi gl d6, su phan nd
dudng nhién, nhufug trong d6 ciing ¢6 s phin
khdi. D3 lau rdi Kim khong nhd va cdi g1 6 hin.

Hin da khong lam cho Kim thit vong.

Vinh b€ Kim lén giutng '-.f:-1 Kim quay khudn
mat sung clia ¢d vao cai mén cii k¥, nita lang
nghe Vinh néi chuyén dién thoai, kéu goi nhitng
dita khdc. Cd vdi tay lﬂ}’ mbt cai gbi, thoc dau
ciia cd vao trong cdi 40 gbi nhv mot cai mét na.
Cii 40 g6i mong khdng dude dan chat 1am nén
tia ning mat trdfi Toi thing qua tir phia cénh cira
s6 duy nhét trong phong.

Ngudi ta khong ngung hoi cb. By cd khong
mudn biét v§ ngudi cha My rr.-:fﬂg cuia cd a? Co
nhin gic}ﬂg c:rzg lidm. C6 khi éng dang di tim cd.
C6 khi dng mudn sum hop vai cé. Co khi ong gicu
co.

Kim khong giéng nhu nhitng dda tré md cdi
khac. Vinh ciing vay. Ca hai khéng bao gid khoc
Iic ban dém nghi v& nhitng ngudi cha me da mét
uthché t/bd di. Ching kh-’:":rng bao gi¥ bia ra nhitng
Iy do vé su vang mit ciia ho. Cha me ctia ching
da di mat rdi. Va khong co cii gi chiing co thé néi
dé thay d61 hoan canh ca.

Kim da quf‘an chuyén nay mot thoi gian. CO da
quén di nhiéu thit. C6 tim mot céi gi khéc, co da
d4anh b nhitng g1 ¢b di c6. D4ng 1€ co phai biét
[a khong ai s& hiu ¢6 nhu Vinh hi€u cb.

Co nghe ti€ng cifa trudc dong sam lai, roi im
ling. Kim nim yén ngéng nghe nhitng ti€ng chin
chay xufng chu thang phia dudi, ti€ng clfa xe
déng sam lai, ti€ng miy xe nd, va ti€ng Vinh 1ii
xe di & gap dong bon. Co tudng tugng nhitng gi
Vinh s& néi véi nhitng thanh vién cia nhom trdc
cudc tAn cong: vé 1é, ldy lai danh du, cho con me
ds mét bai hoc, khéng ai 1on xon vdi 354. Trong
nhitng nim qua Vinh d hi€u cdi gi kich thich
ddng bon clia hdn, cii gi xua dudi di nhitng do du
vé& nhitng viécho da lam, cdi gi thay thé su sd hii
vdi su cim phan va gidn di.

Ho khong phﬁl 12 nhitng ké t6i t&. Kim da quen
vdi ho tir khi tat ca con bé. Tuy ho ¢4 nhirng van
d& riéng, phan dong la nhitng ngudi than thién,
vui tinh, va trung thanh. Ly do duy nhit ma ho ¢6
th€ lam nhitng gi ho da 1am 1 vi ho cdm thdy ho
phai lam. MAy nim nay, ho da bi phi nhin bdi
dAt nuéc mdi ciia ho va nhifng gia dinh trén gidy
t cia chinh phd. Ho cudp nha va nhitng cia tiém
budn ban d€ lam song phing, dé séng. Ho tin 1a
ho khéng ¢6 su Iva chon nao khéc hon cé.
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Pa s6 nhitng ngudi ho tn cong la dan 6 6ng. pé
cudp tir mot ngudi dan ba, th phai thuy€t phu-:;
ho 14 ba ta con t€ hon gip ma}' lin nita. I-Lm du
stic Jam didu d6, Kim da thdy han [am roi. Hin
s& bi&n ba ta thanh nhitng ngudi me nudi, nhing
ngudi gido chiic, nhitng ngudi chu da ting ché
nhao ho, da titng néi véi ho 1a ho s€ trd thanh
nhitng ké khong ra gi. Va biy gid, hiy nhin di: ho
khl’:‘:«ng phéi 12 s6 khéng. Ho 1a 354. Ho s€ cho ba
ta thay.

Ho sé xong vao tiém khéng ngitng ¢ dau ca,
gii nhitng cdi mitna dan t uf:m Kmart, ca mon
nhitng do6i giay clia ho trén nén vai son 16t san
nhi. Ti€ng chudng trén cita s& vang 1én, va mot
ngu‘trl trong dam ho s& bt 1dy va vit n6 xubng
d4t. Ho s& dap nat civa kinh cua nhitng quay hang,
lam sach hét miy gid hang Mot ngudi nao do s€
di d&n cAi méy tinh tién. Hai ngudi khac s& bit
diu tim cdch md khéa. Ho sé thidy ba chu tiem,
nét mit hoing hét ciia ba va hieu lam n6 v6i mot
cai nhin khinh bi. M6t ngudi nao d6 s€ 161 sing
ra, nhung Vinh sé nhin ra phia cifa 50, ngd chirng,
va la 1én, chua dén lilc.

R&i thi. RAi thi Kim khong biét nita. C6 khong
bi&t ho s& lam cai gi sau d6. C6 ngoi day.

N6 Iu6t qua cd mot cach chamréi va ky lung,
tir ddy bung sdu l&én d€n cﬁ 1&n d€n nhifng sdi toc
clia ¢b, su nhin thic vé chuyén ma cH da viura
[Am. Vinh chua bao gid néi vai cd vé nhitng gi ho
da 1am v&i nhitng ngudi budn ban va nhitng gia
dinh ho da cudp. Cb tin chdc rang ho dd khong
thé nao khong dudc d€ yén. Bon Vinh -:ia khong
lAim nhitng chuyen d6 chi vi tién. Ho mudn tra lai
nhitng dau dén cia ho.

Kim nhoai ngudi trén giudng, vai ta}r dudi
giuting d¢ tim cai di¢én thoai. Co bim s6 may bip
clia Vinh, doi tin hiéu rdi b4m ndt d€ lai s6 dién
thoai & nhi. Réi ¢b ctip phone va ddi. Va ddi. C6
bip Vinh lan thit nhi, 1an nay bam thém 911 vao
d6. Nam phlit trai qua, ma Vinh van chua gm lai.
Co thi mot 1An nifa, Mudi phit sau. Mot lan nita.
Ciing vay.

Kim van kh-::-ng hiéu tai sao. CO ngm trén
givdng, bim sb dién thoai va ddi, bam sO va ddi,
ban tay ctia cd trd nén tron ot vi mé hoi ti€t ra
khi c6 nam chét phc-nE: Chuta dén liic, chua dén
liic, cO van tin la ¢b con co thé huy bd nhitng gi
dd dang xAy ra trong lic ¢ dang ngdi trén giudng,
chd doi, chg ddi.

Trdn Tué Quin chuyén ngit
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~hi cam thiy ci gidt do bdnh xe may
_ bay cham mit dudng bing, anh ngdi
E_ ®.thing 1én mot chit. Qua clta s6, anh
nhin thiy mot dudng bing rdng, hién dai, khong
hé vutdng cb hay bui cdy dai, gidng hét dudng
bing & San Diego, ndi may bay anh xudt phat
mdi hon mét gid trude dé. Mot vai chi€c may
bay hanh khdch khdc chay trén cdc dudng biang
song song; xa hon nita, anh cé thé nhin thay
diy nha ga d6n dua cua phi trudng San Fran-
cisco, véi nhitng 6 clta s6 phdn chi€u ning
chiéu. Anh nuét nuéc mi€ng d€ lam gidm dp
lic trong tai, nhung cho d€n khi mdy bay dirng
& cAu hang khong, nhitng &m thanh vé hinh
vAn nhu choc vio tai, lam @1 di ti€ng trd chuyén
ctia hanh khdch xung quanh. Nam chit trong
tay t& ddn, trong d6 cd tén ngudi bao trg, Parrish
Coyne, ngudi anh khong bi€t gi nhiéu hon ngoai
viéc 6ng ta s& ddi anh & clta ga. li€u gi s& xdy
ra néu Parrish Coyne khdéng cé ¢ dé di lam
anh lo ling sudt chuyé&n bay, khi€n anh hét vo
tron rdi lai vudt thing tii banh min pretzel,
tudng tugng ra cinh minh di xin tién 1& & chod
nhan hanh li, hodc viy xe di nhd ra khoi sdn
bay ma khong biét phai tdi ddu; anh khdng co
tién, khéng ban bé, va khong cé mot dia chi
d€ lién lac nio, ngoai trit ngudi bdo trg minh.
Bi€t diu cinh sit s& bat giit anh. Piéu d6 co

“Hom{m}e" {Anh Viét L&)

thé 1dm. Ho cé thé bit anh véi bit ki Ii do gi
ho thich, k€ cd cdi t6i don gidn anh 13 ngudi
nwdc ngoai, 16i anh thudng xuyén vi pham méi
l4n anh néi mot .

Trong khi chd ra khoi may bay vdi manh gidly
trong tay va tii hinh li nhé duy nhit, anh cAm
thd'y khong nhifng tim ddp nhanh va khin trudng,
ma anh con nghe i&ng tim rit rd. Mudi tim tudi,
anh nghi minh dudc rén luyén ki€n culng qua
nhitng gi trii qua nim ngodi, nhung cd thé van
quen phin boi anh nhw viy. Khi ra khoi may bay,
diéu dé6 lai x4y ra m6t lan nita; thay vi diém tinh
di qua dim ddng nhitng gudng mét xa la nhw anh
di tinh, anh khong thé nio trinh khong lo ling
diém a6t qua mit ho. Nhwng tic thi anh thay
mdt ngudi hin phai la Parrish Coyne, ditng mim
cudi va cAm bang chit vi€t tay dé Ong Liém, mot
hink Anh gin nhu lam anh chodng vi nhe nhém
va bi€t on. Trude d6 chua tirng c6 ai goi anh bing
“dng” bao gidh. Ngudi doi thdm chi hi€m khi goi
anh bing tén.

Parrish Coyne trac trung ni€n va, ngoal trit md
téc dudi ngwa, nhin gy An tugng, voi cip mat
«anh siu cling mot cdi miii mong va thang. Ong
d61 mil niu, mic do khodc da den, khuy cai thay
vi khéa kéo. Sau khi Liém li nhi tr gidi thi€u,
ong lip lai tén Liém hai 1an, nhu thé thiéng liéng
héa dd quan trong cla viéc thot ra cdi tén Ay
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“Ti dodn 1a Li-am, phai khdng?” Parish néi giong
Anh, si&t chit tay Liém va phat 4m sai t€n anh,
ding hai 4m ti€t thay vi chi mot. “Li-am, ding
khong?’ Trwdc khi Liém c6 dip sita phat am clia
ong, Parrish bit ngd 6m 13y anh, khi&€n anh khéng
bi€t Iam gi hon 12 ngudng ngdp vd vao vai 6ng.
Anh nhén thdy nhitng ngudi khic dang nhin ho
va 10 rang {0 mo vé quan hé gitta ho. Roi Parrish
lui lai, ndm chit vai anh, chim cham nhin dén d6
1am anh boi 6, do khéng quen la d6i tugng cla
st chd ¥ dic biét nhu vay. “Trdi a,” cudi cing
Parrish néi, “td khong ngd ciu xinh trai nhu vay.”
Liém van cudi va tw hoi khong hi€u minh cé nghe
diing khéng, vi chua ai diing tiY xinh trai d€ ta anh
bao gid ca.

“Aph lam cdu 4y ngudng ddy,” mdt thanh nién
ditng canh Parrish néi; vira lic d6, ap luc trong
mang tai Liém gidm xudng. Nhiing tiéng dong
tai nha ga phi trudng vang 1én binh thudng va 16
rang. “Pay 1a Marcus Chan,” Parrish néi, “ban
tot clia t§.” Marcus ciing néi giong Anh, nu cudi
ctia anh ta ¢6 phan hdi khinh thi khi bat tay Liém.
Liém khong trach anh ta; ding canh Marcus, dau
ddn thay, anh thua kém hau nh vé moi mit. Trac
khoadng 24, 25, Marcus ¢6 ham ring tring déu,
d6i mdi mong mong, ding ngudi thing ditng, dau
hoi hit vé phia sau, vdi tw thé clia mot ngudi s&
dudc thita k&€ ca gia tai. Cam gidc mic nd cia
[iém khi€n anh ludn nhin xudng, nhu thé tim kiém
ticn 1¢, va vi anh thidp hon Marcus va Parrish, anh
phai nhin 1&n khi néi, “T6i rit vui dudc gip hai
anh”” Réi, chi vi lo ling, trong khi vin nim tay
Marcus, anh néi thém, “San Francisco num bd
odn.”

“Dé thudng qua.” Marcus nhe nhang rit tay
khoi tay anh. “Thé thi s6 hai [a gi?”

“Im nao. Sao ciu khong to ra hitu ich va cim
gildp Liém cdi tii?”

“Tuéin lénh, thua ngai,” Marcus néi. Anh ta cim
gilip chi€c tii va di sau. Parrish din Liém qua
hét nha ga, ra chd diu xe. Ong ndm khuju tay
Liém, him hd héi vé nhitng kinh nghiém anh da
trdi qua. Nhifng ngay d6 thé€ nao? Cau cAm thiy
ra sao? That bubn qué, phai khéng? Vién cinh
ctia viéc 6n lai cAu chuyén lam Liém kinh khi&p,
vi viy trong khi Marcus ldi xe ra khoi bai dau va
bit ddu vao duding cao tdc, anh mién cudng ké
lai mdt phan nhd clia mudi hai thing vira qua,
trong vai clia lai thém mét ngudi Ti nan Tré vo
danh khédc, mot vai phu khong hdn trong vd kich
bit dau biing viéc d€ lai cha me & Long Xuyén
mua h¢ ndm ngodi, lam viéc tai mot ndi dudc goi
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12 phong tra & Sai Gon, bi cit didt vdi gia dinh
vao thdi diém cudi cudc chién trong thang Tu, va
chay tron bing thu. Tham chi cA phan nhd nay
clia ciu chuyén cling lam anh mét nhoai, “Vay
12" anh néi, “bay gid tdi da dén day.”

Parrish ngdi ghé trudc, thd dai. “Khong phai
chi 14 mé6t bi kich,” 6ng ndi, “ma ca hai.” RoOi dng
xdn tay 4o dé 16 mot vét seo hong chay vong
quanh c0 tay, ky niém mdt cudc bi€u tinh chéng
chi€n tranh nim 1968, dng ndi, do canh sit Oak-
land trao ting. Ca hai chim chim nhin vét cong
déng sco mot hoi, trong khi dai phat mot bai hat
quang cdo mot loai thudc chdi béng do g6 mdi:
khong can diing chdi ma vin béng ndi.

*“Cam on,” Li€ém néi.

Marcus vin dai to 1én mot nic. “Céu sé thdy
thdi ti€t & day lanh va xdm, mic du biy gid la
thing Chin,” anh ta néi. “Mua dong c6 mua.
Khong phai khi hiu nhiét ddi, nhung 1di ciu sé
quen.” Anh ta bit dau chi cho Liém nhitng dia
diém ndi tiéng trén dudng xe chay qua. Trong ki
tc Liém dong lai hinh anh ciia Céng vién Dcn
CAy véi tudng bao quanh day an tugng va mit
nudc cAm thach déng séng cia vung vinh. Khi xe
tY mOt xa 16 khdc hoa dong, xe ho chay cham lau.
Parrish viin nhd dai, vaot md téc bac, va ndi tdi
diéu Liém can bi&t vé Marcus va éng. “Ching t§
13 mdt cip,” Parrish n6i. Liém chép mit va mim
cudi. “Theo nghia ldng man,” Parrish noi thém.
M6t con ring minh lo ling xuyén qua Liém,
nhung anh quyé&t dinh coi diy chi 1a mdt chuyén
dua k¥ quic ki€u M§ va pha 1én cudi theo phép
lich su, cho d&n khi anh thd'y Marcus chidm chd
nhin minh qua gudng chi€u héu. J

“O-ké,” anh néi, von tir vung bi chodng. “Oi
chao.”

“Td hi vong cAu khong qua soc.”

“Khong, khéng, khong, t61...” anh diém voi von
tif trong dau, “..thodng?”

“Vay td hi vong ciu sé d vdi ching t6.”

“Cdi md” anh néi thém. Anh ching cdn chd
nao khic dé di. “Toi tot thoi. Pimg lo cho t6i.
That day.”

Nhung khong phai viy. Tim tri anh ¢ quén,
nhung cd thé anh vin nhd rd cam gidc dién gidt
khi mdt ngudi ban cham vao dau gdi anh, lam
nhitng sdi 16ng tay va 1ong gdy dung ding len.
Diéu nay xdy ra nhiéu lan hon anh dém dugc.
Nhitng khi anh di dao tay trong tay, hodc ngdi
khodc vai cdc ban trén nhitng bing gh€ § Sii
GoOn, nhin xe ¢ va dam dan ba con gai luGt qua
trudc mit. Va dém xudng. Anh ngi trong mdt cin
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phong 161, chét ciing dan 6ng doc thin v nhitng
ciu bé dang c6 d6 gidc. Khi nhim mit, anh thiy
hi€n ra nhitng ngudi dan 6ng tinh cd quen hoic
thiy & phong trd, thim chi ca nhitng ngudi ban
cia anh. TAm tri anh ghép nhiing gudng mat ho
lai thinh mot chudi dai that thuding, va khi chiing
dao 16n trong dau anh, anh ciling nghe dudc nhitng
ti€ng thi dam sot soat vung trdm ctia ngudi khéc.
Sang ra, ho tinh giic va nhin nhau mdt cach vo
tri, néu c6, va khong ai néi t6i diéu xay ra trong
dém, nhu thé dé 13 mét viéc xiu xa X4y ra trong
ring, khong nén nhd thi hon. Lic nay anh tu hoi,
liéu biang chitng cia dém d6 va nhiéu dém khac
con ton tai trong nhitng dudng chi tay clia anh
khéng. Anh lo ling chiii tay vio quan gin trong
khi xe ho chay qua mdt khu déan cu, ndi hai bén
dudng tip nip ngudi di lai, vdi nhitng mau da
khic nhau, ché y&u la da tring vA ngudi Mé Hi
Co, ciing c6 mdt s6 ngudi da den va rai rac mot
vai ngudii Hoa. Trong s6 ho, khéng ai budn nhin
lai hai lan nhitng bién hiéu trén cic cita sd hoic
nhitng dong chit nghuéch ngoac trén tudng, nhifng
chit trudc diy anh chua tirng thdy: Peluqueria,
Chuy es maricén, Ritmo Latino, Dentista, Iglesia
de Cristo, Viva La Raza!

“I'6i nha rdi,” Parrish néi khi Marcus dénh xe
vao mot chd ddu nho doc ciia mdt cin nha hep
hai ting. Sau nay Liém dugc biét ho & quin Mis-
sion, va ki&n triic ngdi nha thudc ki€u Victoria,
nhung hém nay, tit ci nhitng di€u anh thiy la
mau voi. '

“0)" Anh chua tifng thay mot ngol nha nao
quét voi mau nay. ‘Mot ngol nha tim.”

Parrish cudi khiing khuc vd md cita. “Gén
ding.” 6ng néi. “Mau hoa ca.”

Thoat diu, Liém mudn goi dién cho nhitng
ngudi lo viéc tii dinh cur § San Diego va néi ring
ho da gy ra 16i cuc 16n. Nhung khi so sénh thanh
ki€n ciia minh vdi su hdo phéng clia Parrish, sif
h6 then dd ngin anh kh6ng goi dién. Thay vi viy,
nhitng tuin ti€p sau d6 anh quyét dinh hang sdng
chim chi soi minh tridc gudng va néi: “Chang
phai sd ai ngoai chinh ta ¢d.” Anh ciing da ling 1€
n6i v8i minh nhu vy hdi nim ngoai, vao cubi
mua hé 1974, khi anh chao tam biét cha me tai
bén xe do Long Xuyén. Trudc khi anh di, cha anh
gitii vao tii anh vai dong, bdo anh phii ki€m tién
oifi v& nha, trong khi me din anh phai t6t va chim
s6c ban thin. C6 thé cha me anh con din thém
nhitng diéu khdc, nhung do 1 tit ca nhitng gi anh
nhd dudc trong vai trd ngudi con ca, dudc gui di

mOt minh dé tr& thanh phao citu gia dinh tir Sai
Gon, cich nha vai gid ddng ho theo huéng bic.
Anh vén quen lao dong. Khi 1&n mudi hai, anh bo
hoc dé di danh giay cho linh M¥; khi mdi 1én
tim, anh di di luc nhitng dong rac phé thai cla
ho dé tim sat, bia cdc tong, tap chi Playboy cii
nhau, nhitng hép C-ration chua md, doi khi ca
nhitng trai banh 16 xep hoi va nhitng con chit di
lac, in trén cAc thing g8, chdng han CAN THAN,
DE V3, COI CHUNG, va USA. Hoc ti€ng khi
nhanh, anh ghi nhé tit cd nhitng chit do, cling
nhu nhitng tir khic ma linh M¥ day anh; & Sai
Gon, anh di md rong von tir khi lam viéc tai mot
phong tra trén dudng Tu Do, ndi anh quét don va
nhin nhitng c6 gai ban bar d6i thin thé minh iy
do la, va kién tri mai riia hai thif ngon ngit bii rac
va nha thd thanh mbt loai ti€ng Anh sit dung
dudge. Vao mila xuin, tin don ngam trude dé bing
n6 thanh mot bénh dich 1dn, truyén nhiém trong
din ndi so hdi 12 hang ngan ngudi s€ bi tan sit
néu Sai Gon roi vio tay cong san. Anh chi cin
nghe co vy, va, vao cudi thing Tu, khi & trong
thanh phd c6 thé nghe 16 nhitng ti€ng nd dai bic
va tén hifa & ngoai vi, anh di x6 day, dap, quio
ciu dé 1én dudc mot chi€c sa lan rdi thinh phd.
Bing cich nay, khong nhitng anh phat hién ra
ring, cudc sdng cia nhitng ngudi khac so véi anh
khong miy ding k€, ma anh cdn bi€t minh sé&
lam lai nhv viy néu phai thé, Khi anh t6i dudc
trung tim dinh o & Trai Pendleton, anh ¢& quén
di nhén thitc nay vé ban thin minh, cling nhu c&
quén hinh anh nhitng ngudi ¢d hdp khéng khi khi
rdi xubng sdng, mot sé ngd guc trong khi chen
lin, nhitng ngudi khéc bi linh bin vao lung trong
cdn tuyét vong tim dudng thoat cho chinh ho.
Thudng thi anh chi ¢6 thé gia dd quén, mot viéc
ma d6i véi nhitng ngudi khdc hian khong d&, nhung
v6i anh 1A viéc trong nhdy mit, do tim tri anh
dugc rén luyén di l14u. N&u doi khi anh nhén thiy
minh dang tu lira dd1, anh tr bao chita ring s6m
hay mudn, ai rbi ciing s& tu lita d6i minh mot
di€u gi doé.

Anh khong hé di déng dén nhing diéu nay
trong thu gifi vé nha ching bao l1iu sau khi anh
dén & nha Parrish. Anh di giti mot 14 thu trude do
vao thang Sau, tir Trai Pendleton, qua phong dinh
c. Trong ca hai thy, anh chi viét vé ndi minh &
va c4ch lién lac v8i minh, vi anh cho ring khéng
c6 14 thu nao gii tir My vé ma khong bi cOng san
doc. Mic di anh sd giy nguy hiém cho gia dinh
vi c6 ngudi thin trén chay, anh con sd¢ hon khi
nghi d&€n khi ning thu khéng bao gid dén dudc.
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Thdi di€m duy nhit anh khong nghi dén s6 phin
clia gia dinh |4 vao nhitng gidy phiit anh méi tinh
gidc trén chi€c giudng Am ap, dudi ba 16p chin,
vdi cAm gidc minh dang & chinh ndi minh mudn
&. RAi anh md mit va nhin thiy mdt 4nh xanh
nhat chi€u vao phong qua cita sé day sudng mil,
fia sdng duc lung linh ctia ddy siu mdt b€ bdi. I6
14 khi ndi lo 1ing a trd vé trong anh, giéng nhu
mot 151 nhic cin thd.

Xudng nha, anh thay Partish vA Marcus dang
in sdng va binh ludn vé tin tic dia phudng hay
tinh hinh chinh tri th€ gidi, hodc vé& bd phim mdi
nhét. Parrish 14 dén di cu nguti Anh, con Marcus
[4 mot sinh vién ngudi Hong Kong. Sau hai ndm
s6ng chung, ho hay cai nhau vé nhitng diéu vat
vanh, thuting biing giong bong dia. “Céi gi co!”
Mot sang Parrish néi. “Ciu khong hé nghiém
chinh khi néi s& bd phiéu bau Ford —ngay ca khi
ciu c6 thé.” “Ong ta hin da lam di€u g d6 tot
dep,” Marcus n6i. “Ai do mdi dinh bin Ong ta,
phai khong? Thudng thi do la mot ddu higu tot”
Khi ho bit dau thuc s cii nhau trudc mat anh,
anh bi€t minh da trd thanh mét thanh vién trong
gia dinh. Pi khi cdc trin cdi co xay ra ma khong
¢6 1i do. Chéing han vao mdt sing thing Mudi,
khi Parrish hdi bao gidf thi Marcus phéi thi cudi
- ki. Ciu hoi dudng nhu vo hai d6 da lam Marcus
ndi giin dung ding. “Sao anh khdng di thi ho 16
di?” anh ta dop lai trudc khi bd ra khoi bép. Parrish
ddi d&n khi anh ta lao rim rip lén cau thang, roi
mdi ghé sang Liém thi thim, “Hai tudi khing
khi€p. Nim thit hai bao gid cling kho nhat.”

“That w? Liém thi thim dép lai. “Téi thiy 6ng
ciing la hét khéi lan roi.”

“Mic dit ciu Ay 16n tudi hon, nhung lai khéng
ngudi 16n bing ciu.” Parrish 1dm bam. “Cau ay
chua titng thAy nhitng gi t6 va cAu da trii qua. Tat
nhién khi tré thi t¢ ciing ngu dét, chua k€ dén
ldji bing va dudc nudng chicu dén hrhdng, nhu
cAu Ay. Nhung gid thi t¢ d3 roi. To tién cha 16
ki€m tién bang nhitng phudng tién t§ thdy xiu
h&, nhung khéng c6 1y do gi dé t6 khong the dung
tién 4y vao nhiing viéc t6t, phai khong nao?”

“Khong c6?”

“Khong ¢6,” Parrish néi. Lidém hi€u anh 1a mot
trong nhitng viéc 8t d€ tiéu nhitng dong ticén
Parrish ki€m dudc véi twr cich, theo nhu 6ng néi,
14 ¢f déng clia cong ti Hoodwick, Bamboozle va
Con. Hién thdi Parrish lam viéc cho Earthwatch,
mét 16 chitc bao v& mbi trudng. Mac di Parrish
khong chiu d€ Liém tra ticn thué nha, Liém van
ki€m viéc lam vi, nht cha anh yéu cau, anh cin
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ki€m tidn va giri vé nha. Trong vong mot tudn ké
tit khi dat chdn xudéng San Francisco, anh da cudc
b6 xudng phd dén khi thiy mét tiém bin nigu va
tap héa ngay gitta trung tdm khu Tenderloin, goc
dudng Taylor va Turk, ndi c6 hai chil “Tuyén
ngudi” viét nguéch ngoac trén cilta s0, canh chif
“Se Habla Espadol.”” P6i dién phia bén kia dutng,
may cb di€m méac phong phanh, run riy, khe nguc
ddy mun tritng ca, khong dé€m xia d&n anh, va
nhitng chang chuyén doi gidi tinh nhung cinh tay
vin ddy 16ng 14. Anh Jam ca tif tim gid sing dén
tdm gid 161, sdu ngay mot tuan. Anh dude nghi
nghy thit Nim. Anh lau san, x€p do 1&n gia, co
rita nha vé sinh, chili cita s8, tréng coi s0 séch va
lap lai timg &y ddng tic cho d&n viéc cudi ciing
trong ngiy la kéo hai tdi rdc ra bii thdi § cudi
dudng hém, ndi nhitng ngudi co li lich dang nghi
ngd dén ti€u bay va ndn mira vao chin tudng lic
trdji 61, c6 khi ca khi trdi chva t6i. Bit k€ anh c6
co rita tay bao l4u sau d6, anh cam thay chiing
khong bao gity thuc su sach s& Dau md va rac
rudi ma anh xit 1y d4 bim vao cic vét chai siu
dén mic anh twdng chirng minh dd d€ lai khip
ndi ddu van tay vinh vién.

Khi anh v& d&€n ngbdi nha ki€u Victoria, Parrish
va Marcus di 4n t6i xong. Anh in do con lai trong
b&p khi ho xem ti vi. Ngay sau khi in xong, anh
rit1én gac, khi€p sd trudc mdi quan hé cia ho va
hon ¢4 14 sd chinh Marcus. Thin hinh manh mai,
vanh xao clia Marcus ¢ hién ra trudc mat khi
anh didng tim, ngay ca khi anh ¢8 ging dén mic
tuyét vong dé€ khdi nghi d€n anh ta. Dong nudc
néng nudi dudng trf twdng twdng ciia anh va cudi
ciing udn cd th€ anh mém mai va binh finh lai.
Trong trang thai thw din nhu vay, mdt toi anh md
ctfa nha tim budc ra, chi quin doc c6 chi€c khin
tim, va gap Marcus di doc hanh lang.

Ho im ling nhin nhau rdi cing budc tranh vé
mot phia. Roi ho lai cing budc tranh vE phia bén
kia, chdn 1& nhitng budc hing ting. “Nhitng tu
tudng 16n thudng gip nhau, phai khéng,” cudi
ciing Marcus n6i, mit lugt nhanh qua thin thé
Liém trudc khi cii nhe ngudi vdi vé giéu cdt va
ra diu cho Liém di qua. Liém di nhanh vé phong
va déng cita, khong hé ngodi lai phia sau; khi
dua lung vao clta, ling nghe tiéng budc chin
Marcus xa dan ngoai hanh lang, anh cam nhan
dudc 16p md hoi dip dinh sau lung. Anh todt md
hoi vi hoi néng sau khi ding tim dudi voi sen
qua lau.

Mobt sang thit Nim dm u giita thing Muti mot,
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Marcus va Li€ém lai xe dua Parmsh ra phi truing.
Ong bay sang Washington dv mdt cudc hdi thao
vé stic manh hat nhin va méi trudng. Gio quat
vao clta kinh xe trong khi Parrish giang gidi v
cac chat plutonium va uranium, sau khi st dung
va dudc chinh phii chdn tai sa mac, van ti€p tuc
phéng xa, nhiém doc dit dai va gay tac hai tdi
hang nghin nim. “VA phin 16n 1A ngudi nghéo
song & nhitng ving d6,” Parrish néi. “Cit nghi d&€n
n6 nhu bdi min khong 16 ngay sin sau nha nudc
M§ ma phat khi€p.” Liém ngoi gh€ sau, 1& d6
lang nghe, nhitng Marcus gé nhip vao tay lai trong
khi 14i. Parrish t6 vé khong heé dé . D&n sin bay,
ong hon tam biet Marcus tnfGe khi 6m Liém va
chiio. “Chu nhét gap lai nhé,” Parrish n6i. Ngay
sau khi Liém leo vio gh€ bing trude, trude khi
anh kip déng chit ctra thi Marcus dia phong xe
khdi sin bay. Anh ta vifa ting idc vira néi, “DPé&n
chitng nao 6ng ta mdi théi khong Iy twdng hoa
nhu viy nita?”

“Ong 4y 13 mot ngudii 16t Liém chi diy an
toan. “Ong Ay rit quan tAm, phai th€ khéng?”

“Stng véi mot ngudi t6t ¢6 khi rit mét,” Marcus
néi. “Dé 1a 1y do tai sao cac thanh phai tr dao.
Ching ai chiu dudc ho ci” Chuyén l4i xe quay
vé thanh phd 1a khodng thdi gian dai dau tién ho
& bén nhau ma khong c6 ngudi thit ba nao khic.
Trede dd, mot ngudi trong hai bon ho bao gid
ciing fim ra Iy do chudn di chd khac. Gid thi ho
ngdi im ling trong xe cho d&n khi ho vé dén gin
trung tim thanh phd. Liém I&n tiéng, “Anh c6 déi
khong? Toi thdy d6i roi.”

Marcus ldi vitgt qua 16i r& ra duting Army roi
n6i, “Ping néi Toi thay déi rdi, ndi Toi déi roi.
Céu phai hoc cich ndi tit n€u cAu mudn néi nhut
ngudii dan ban dia. Udn mdi va udi cha ciu nhu
th& nay nay, thiy chua?”

“Téi doi roi. Con cau?”

Quén in ma Marcus chon nim & dutng Jack-
son trong Khu phé Tau, rong gin mot sanh khiéu
vii, v&i nhitng c6t nha gd anh dio sam mau va
nhitng ngon dén 16ng dé cé tma i tif trAn nha
xubng. Tham chi viio sdng thit Niam, quin vin on
a0 va nhon nhip; nhitng ¢6 phuc vu ban méic 4o

mot

poetic intmersion
ngdm trong bung me minh
cé ai khéng dong bao ta-tha-gd-ta
call goi tdl cd
mot
nguoi
siéu ngo
bo van chuong
in the saffron flames
cho lita mat
pha concepls
xé hinh
chd thanh Ichdi niem gi!
khiong quén
ditng nhd
what does thal mean?
ai biét
alone
feeling
your friends lost
ma ma mda
enemy
d trong guong

tWo

it’s not that you don’t understand me
really, tai vi chdn khong con

mudn hitu gi?
you are always wanting
but even I cannot appropriate
néi cho to1 biét
who is talling about appropriation
to reify the induced seizure
chét di
power
privilege to have this intellectual
blah blah
bdn sex vg
co ai mua sachvo
bdn xdc vo
upon the sireeis
all sprawled out
kiémt o ha
she would yeu to come
fo america
for cultural appropriation
because there is a dream
cé thé she can mot ngay nao do
buy antique buddha statues dé tho
on the other shore
con 1ot lai
diia trai
bo di day di do
& ngodi dong nai

Qudc Bao
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choang tap dé ddy xe khay d6 4n ngudc xudi doc
cAcban, trong khi nhitng aph phuc vu deo nd mang
phi€u tinh tién va Am trd chay hét tif ban nay
sang ban khac. Ho ng6i xudng mot ban canh cifa
58, ndi ho ¢6 thé nhin thy dong diu den di lai
bén ngoai. Hinh 4nh ddm déng chiu A khudy diu
long Liém. Khi cic xe in d€n bén ban, Marcus
thanh thao chon va tif chdi cic mén bang ti€ng
Quang Ddng, rdi gii thich bing ti€ng Anh cho
Liém nhitng mén tim sim x€p day trudc mét ho,
trong that hip din, gdm siu mai, banh hip nhan
thit heo xay va hanh, cii lan cong dai, thit heo
quay chit mi€ng, v6i nhitng miéng da gion tim
mit mau hat dua. “Parrish khong dong dén moén
nay” Marcus néi vé tin thudng khi thdy Liém
gam hét da chin ga, chi chira lai trd xudng.

Sau khi phuc vu ban da don sach chén dia, ho
ngdi ling 1€ véi Am trd cdc § giita. Liém xoay
tach tra theo vong v€t md trén khian ban roi hoi
Marcus vé gia dinh anh ta, diéu Marcus chua tifng
thio luAn trudc mit anh. TAt ca nhitng gi Liém
bi€t v& Marcus li anh ta s6ng & Hong Kong dén
nim mudi tam tudi, sau d6 theo hoc nganh quan
tri kinh doanh fai trudng Pai hoc San Francisco,
nhung rit it khi dén 16p, va anh ta say me di tip
thé duc tai phong tap. Cha arh ta, Marcus néi vdi
mot giong khinh bi, I quan tri m6t hing cao su.
Ong nghi t6t nhat 1a gt con trai di hoc & nudc
ngoi, roi trd vé v6i mot tim bing ngoai qudc dé
tham gia vao diéu hanh kinh doanh. K€ hoach
nay bi hity hoai khi mét ngudi tinh ci dang ghe
tdm clia Marcus gui cho cha anh ta mdt la thu
finh do con trai dng viét, vdi nhitng tim hinh thanh
thu'c (“nhitng tAm hinh hét sic thanh thuc,” Marcus
1Am bAm mo hd). Sau d6, cha anh ta tit bd anh ta,
va gid thi Parrish thanh todn moi chi phi cho anh
ta.

“Ciu ¢ tudng twdng ra dudc dicu gi toi t€ hon
th&€ khong?' Marcus héi.

Liém khong chic Marcus muén néi dén su
phan boi tinh yéu, k& hoach clia ngudi cha, hay
tién ciia Parrish. Piéu anh thuc sy mudn biét 1
“thanh thuc” c6 nghia gi, nhung khi Marcus dang
nhAp tra, c6 vé khong chd ciu tra 13, thi Liém lai
k€ vé& chinh gia dinh anh. TAt cA déu lam rudng,
ban hiang rong va di quin dich. Ching c6 anh
hilng n2o ca, chiang ai di ddu xa khoi Long Xuyén
trlY trudng hop bi dong vién di quan dich, khi€n
anh 18 thanh nha thAm hi€ém diu tién trong gia
dinh. C6 1& diéu d6 giai thich thdi do lo lang qua
mifc cia cha me anh & bén xe d0 Long Xuyén,
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mét trong vai khodng khic qua khit ma anh con
nhd 6, vdi hinh Anh'mo6t khodng dit va nén xi
mang khong bong rim chit ciing ngudi 6m nhitng
thiing hiing budc day, cing nhifng 16ng ga va heo.
Sttc néng va bui cudn 1én, mang theo hoi md hoi
ngudi v phin gia sic néng nic, khi€n 16 mii
anh dic quanh lai. Cha anh nhét vao tii anh mot
cudn tién nho va néi vio nguc anh, vi ng khong
thé nhin viio mit anh bang cip mit xdm duc vi
bénh duc thity tinh th€ clia minh. “Gia dinh nhd &
con,” cha anh néi. “Cha me da nudi con khon
160, vi vy cha biét con s€ khong dinh mAt minh
ndi thanh ph8” Me anh néi rat it, chi vubt doc
tay anh va v vao nguc anh nhw thé luc tim gi.
R6i ba 6m chit tay anh va chinhin vao do. Nhitng
nép nhin siu quanh khudn miéng lic nao cling
nhin nhim ctia ba dutng nhv nhitng sdi chi khdu
chat méi ba lai. Anh di khéng n6i anh y&u ho, va
Iy do duy nhat gity diy anh c6 thé vién ra la do
anh cuéng cudng leo 1én xe buyt, vi n€u khong
c¢6 chd ngdi, anh s& phai ding chen vai gifta xe
hodc mao hi€m ngdi trén ndéc sudt doc dudng di
cho tdi Sai Gon.

“Iam th€ nao ma ciu bi€t dudc di€u gi s& xay
ra?”’ Marcus nga minh vé phia tru6c va héi. “Ciu
khong phai 1 thiy béi. Dau sao di nita, moi viéc
déu di thudc qua khit. Ciu khong the ti€p tuc
dh0 bdi mai. Cich t6t nhit d€ gitip ho bay gid a
gip chinh ban thin cau.”

T

“Van dé 1, ciu mubn trd thanh gi?”

“Trd thanh gi u?”

“Trong tudng lai 4y, CAu mudn lam gi v6i ban
than can.”

Chura ai hoi Liém ciu Ay bao gid, bdi vid Long
Xuyén, roi & Sai Gon, c6 rat it cd hoi cho mot
cAu bé ngheo. Ngoai vi€c quét don ti€m bar hoac
lam bdi phong cho My, anh c6 thé trd thanh mot
ngudi linh, mot t&n dn trém, mot ke ma cb, mot
gd An Xin, mdt ngudi lao ddng, modt anh dap xich
16, hodc n€u may min, thanh ngudi hiu cho mot
dng chi giu c6, vi k&t qua ciia nhitng nieém mong
doi thdp nhu vay la, ngay ca biy gid va & day,
nhin tuong lai vidt qua cong viéc d tiém ban rigu
va tap héa véi anh cing khong d€. Y tudng néu
anh néi mudn trd thanh mot bac si, ludt su hay
canh sit c6 vé hét sitc nuc cudi; nhung Marcus
dang chd ciu tri 16i ciia anh; mdt khao khat mudn
trd nén cao qui trong mat cia Marcus, va c6 1€
trong mAt clia chinh minh, chi€m 1dy anh. Anh
n6i, “Toi mudn trd thanh tot.”




“A” Marcus li€c gidy tinh tién. “Ai ma ching
mudn vay.”

Ngay hom sau, tai ti€m ban rdu va tap héa,
Liém dém tifng gidy theo nhip chdi quét va chudng
maAy tinh tién. Ca lam viéc v6i anh duting nhiwkhdng
bao gity chim diit, trong khi chi méi hém qua théi,
anh da ao udc ngay kéo dai vo tin. Khi thanh toan
tién cho bita tim sdm, anh gan nhu phai vit Marcus
xudng vi ho tranh nhau tri tién. Sau d6 ho cing
nhau di dao, ngdm cic tii kinh @6 doc cdc phé trong
Khu ph& Tau, 16i l4i ra P4o Treasure ngdm Ciu
Cong Vang; dén chicu, ho chui vao mdt rap xiné &
duting Market xem phim Bay trén to chim ciic cu
va ngdi bén nhau, gbi ké gbi. Ho an sushi tai mdt
tiém &n Nhat trén dudng Keamey trong khu Tiéu
Po6ng Kinh. Ca hai khong da dong gi dén su dung
cham dé, ma ban vé Jack Nicholson, ngudi ma
[ iém chua hé xem phim, vé Tay 4u, noi Liém chua
hé dén, va vé cac loai sushi, nhitng mén ma trudc
day Liém chua tirng an; tom lai, Marcus néi va
Liém khong 14y dé lam van dé. Liém thiy trd
chuyén v6i Marcus thit dé dang; tit ca nhifng gi
Liém phai lam la dat ciu hoi. Tuy vy, Marcus
hau nhu khong héi Liém ciu nao, va cé nhiing lic
trong ngay, khi Liém khong nghi ra dudc diéu gi
dé hoi, d c6 nhitng khoang im ling khong lay gi
lam thoai méi. Ca hai khong nhic d€n Parrish, ngay
ca khi vé d€n cin nha ki€u Victoria vA Marcus md
mot chai vang do tif ti rudu cia Parrish, chai pinot
noir, ché tai ving Napa Valley. Chua tiing udng
rigu vang bao gid, sing hdm sau Liém tinh gidc
vdi cAm gidc nhu bi cii md niit chai khoan xuyén
qua dau. Anh hau nhv khong bo diy ndi khoi givtng
d€ vao nha tim. Trong khi danh ring, anh 16 md
nhd lai ring Marcus di diu anh lén gac, dip chin
cho anh va hén 1én ma anh. Khong thiy Marcus
trudc khi di lam, anh cho 1a Marcus da ngii nuéng.

Khi tré vé cin nha Victoria vio budi t61, anh
thdy Marcus dang ngdi xem ti vi trong phong
khach. “H6m nay c6 mot 14 th giii dén cho ciu,”
Marcus néi, tay bAm di€u khi€n tir xa tdt ti vi va
chi vao ban ubng nudc, ndi c6 mot 14 thy mau
xanh nhau nat, vdi nhiing vach chéo d6 va tring
ndi mép ria phong bi. Nhitng nét chit viét tay
khong 1an vao dau dudc, vdi nét biit nhin manh
dén mitc gan nhv xuyén qua bao thw, méng dén
miic chi c6 thé c6 mdt t thu trong d6. Cha anh
da tra 181 14 thu dau tién cha anh, vi thr dudc giti
dén Trai Pendleton, Khu 35, 1éu 27B, va di dudgc
nhin vién t4i dinh cv ¢ San Diego chuyén ti€p

d€n cho anh. -
“Céu c6 dinh md thu khdng day?” Marcus hoi.
“Khéng,” anh 14m bim, xoa xoa bao thy giita
nhitng ngén tay, khdng gidi thich ndi ring, dii thu
mang t61 bat cif tin gi, m6t khi anh dd md, anh
khong thé gia do nhu chua doc. Anh di sd 14 thu

‘nay tdi noi ciing nhiéu hét bing viéc anh mong

chd né tdi noi, vi mot khi anh md thv, cudc doi
ctia anh sé& lai thay doi, va c6 th€ anh mudn né
van nhi cii. Thu hét § chi, anh dit 14 the xudng
ban va ngdi xuéng gh€ ném canh Marcus. Ho
cung nhau nhin chim chim vao bao thu xanh,
nhi thé né 14 mot bite thi nic danh, nhét qua khe
ctta nha mdt ngudi ngoai tinh.

“Ho nghi 12 ching ta bi nhiém bénh tay,”
Marcus ndi. “Cha tdi no1 vay.”

“Ching ta u?” Li€ém né6i. “Bénh tdy nao?”

“Tirng nghi 12 t6i khong bi&t”

Liém tranh 4nh mit ctia Marcus bing cach
xem xét bitc thu. Anh ¢6 cam gidc minh bi€t chinh
x4c diéu gi trong d6, vi cha anh hén ciing di than
trong y nhu anh, khong viét gi ngoai nhitng diéu
cin viét. Ki€m ti€n vh gl vé nha, gilf gin sdc
khde va tot, d6 hian 12 nhitng théng diép dudc
nhidn manh va lip lai m6t lan nita, d€ anh phai tu
do4n di€u gi qua nguy hi€ém, khdng the néi tring
ra dugc. Ngdn ngil trong thu hiin s& rit don gian,
vi cha anh ciing khong hé dudc gido duc cao hdn
anh. Nhung cha anh khéng bao gig di tim tit mdi,
con anh thi ngudc lai. Anh ngude nhin Marcus va
hdi cdi ciu ma anh mudn hoi tit hém tredc.

“Thanh thuc c6 nghia la gi?”

“Thanh thwc u?”’ Marcus néi. “A, it. Thanh thuc.
C6 nghia 14 finh ctf bit gip, gidng nhv trong Anh
hodc trong phim, khi ai d6 chup anh ma ta khéng
dé . Hoic ciing c6 nghia 1a mdt ngudi ngay thing.
Mot ngudi trung thuc va thiang thin.”

Liém hit mo6t hdi thd dai. “T6i mudn thanh
ngudi thanh thue.”

“T6i mudn trd thanh ngudi thanh thuc.”

“Im,” Li€m né1, tay dit 1én dau gd1 Marcus.
Khi Marcus dat tay I&n tay anh, cham vao lan da
mém mai cla Marcus khi€n anh tr héi khong
bi€t Marcus thim chi c6 th€ cam thdy bing ddi

“tay khong lao dong clia minh hon la anh vdi doi

tay chai citng khong; th€ gidi chua bao gidf c6 vé
khong cong biing dén nhu vay vao chinh khoanh
khic4y. Khong hé bi€t nhitng suy nghi cia Liém,
Marcus ning tay anh 1&én miéng anh ta, nhu thé
anh ta sip hén nhitng diu ngén tay anh. Liém
nim chit tay Marcus trong tay minh, rdi 1it ngita
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ching 1én. Trong ching cling mém mai nhu anh
<3 thiy, khong hé c6 mot dudng da tring kho
ndo, va khi Liém ludt ludi trén long ban tay ay,
nth ném dudc mot chit xfu vi min cia mudi v
chi ¢6 vay. Thé la da.

Sau d6, anh cAm thiy moi su khong dién ra
trdn chu. Trudc hét, quan 4o ho cdi ra khong €m
{h&m nhu anh tudng, khuy cai va diy kéo bong
phién trd nén nho lai, va ngon tay anh trd nén to
1¢n va yung vé hon. Nhip diéu cia anh cling khong
4éu Dbi lic, vi qua him hd, anh ci dong qué
nhanh, va dé bu ddp lai, vi xdu hé, anh lai ct
d6ng qué chdm, khi€n ho mét nhip va khién anh
phai xin 16i ludn, lic thi vi cii trd, lac lai vi dau
gdi, d€n lic Marcus phai néi, “Vi chaa, cidu ding
<in 151 nita, ma hiy hudng thy d1.” Th& 1a anh 6
gAng thu gidn va tha long cd th€ cho kinh nghiém;
liic sau, khi anh nim, tay vit ngang qua ngudi
Marcus, nhin ling anh ta, anh khong hé ngac nhién
khi thi'y minh nhd dudc yit it. Théi quen c6 quén
d3 #n siu noi anh, nhu thé anh qua doi minh,
vinh vién di ngudc qua sa mac va x6a di nhing
d5u chan. chi sét lai nhitng hoi mdng rdl rac ve
mét d6i mdi gdn vao mdi anh, vé cAm gidc dé
chiu dédng yéu fir sitc nang ¢tia moOt ngudi dan
dng, va trén ci, cii cim giac néu khi do anh la
mét ké ti nan thi day la chén cu ngu cua anh, anh
da fim dudc tir ndi than the va vong tay ctia mot
ngudi dan ong khac.

“Tdi yéu anh,” anh not.

Marcus khong quay lai, khong nhin qua vai,
ciing khong néi “T61 yéu caun” dé dap lai, va thuc
ra chiing néi gi ca, nhu thé anh ta budc vao mot
bita tiéc bt ngd danh cho anh ta va sau d9 hon
nhién budc ra. Ti€ng tic i tit chi€c déng hd cd
do dng cla Parrish d€ lai nghe moi lic mot to
thém theo ting gidy, va dén khi nghe 10 cA tiéng
rufa roi trén mai, si tran truong cha Liem lam
2nh hé then. Anh 16ng ngéng ngUGNE NgAP véi
chi€c quan 1ot khi Marcus yéi tay vé phia sau,
pdm 1y c8 tay anh va cam |4y n6 trong khoang
thei gian c6 thé d€m dugde d&n mudi, rdi quay lat.
“Ciu ches mOt chit dugc khong?” anh ta néi, mot
chin choang qua ngudi Liem. Khi Liém khong
tra 191, Marcus noi, “Céu o nghi 12 minh dang
phan ¢ng thdi qua khong?”

“Thai qué v& gi?” Liém chim chd nhin vao
m61t n6t rudi noi xwdng don ctia Marcus.

“Phan itng thai qud. V& di€u nay. Som mudn
gi rdi cdu cling s€ nhan ra finh y&u chi la phan
{tng ndi thm ctia mot 56 ngudii ma thdi. Cau chibi
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bit ngd, don gian la vay.’ Marcus cham vao tay
Liem. “Mét tuAn sau, ciu s& tham chi khong biét
fai sao ciu noi vdi o1 nhw vay.”

“0)-ké. Chic viy.”

“CAu c6 biét con diéu gi dang chg cau trong
twong lai khong?”

“Khong. Dimg - dirmg cho 61 biét.”

‘Mot nim nidfa thol, chinh ciu sé nghe nhiing
ngudi dan d6ng khic not ho yeu ciu,” Marcus nol.
“Ho s& n6i rang ciu qud xioh trai dé sémg don doc”

“Ha.” anh no1, nhung anh dé Marcus kéo anh
lai gAn. Khi Marcus hdi anh c6 h&i hin ve nhilng
giho dd lamkhong, anh néi “Khong,” va do la su
that. Ho nim 6m nhau trong khi mua tiép tuc roi.
Bén ngoai, mdt chiéc xe hdl bam coi lién ti€p.
Con phé hep trudc clta nha co |& di bi ai ddu xe
chin ngang dudng. Anh nghi Marcus di ngi, cho
d&n khi Marcus cua minh va hoi, “Cau c6 dinh
doc thu khong day?”

Hoéa ra anh ta chua quén ld thit. “Toi khong
bao gid doc cho anh dauw.”

«“I5i sé khong bao gid doc cho anh dau. Thi
tuong lai” |

«“I6i s& khong doc thu cho anh.”

“Bay gid thi d€n cau chip nhat. Thé thi diing
doc cho toi nghe.”

“Nhung t0i s& doc anh nghe 01 s viet gi.”

““Chi khi cAu mudn vay,” Marcus vira noi vira
ngap.

Giong van, anh ta ndi, cling quan trong nhu
n6i dung. L4 thu anh vi€t phai ta v& mot thanh
ph& hap dan la thudng, voi mot cAi tén Tay Ban
Nha, néi ti€ng bBi xe diy cép, ddo Alcatraz va
CAu Céng Vang. Sau ki k€ vé nhitng dia diém
du lich, anh ké ve viéc sOng ¢ mot thanh phd ma
thim chi nhifng ngudi khong phai 14 ngudi chau
A ciing biét TEt trung thu thi budn cudi thé€ nao,
tdi & phé Tau, ¢6 ¢d man nao la pgudi in mifng
T&t Am lich ra sao. Anh ném phao dudi chiin con
lin dang mia va hi vong gia dinh cling dang lam
nhu vAy: khi anh giim 1én xdc phao hong, ti€ng
s6t soat dudi chin khi&n anh nh& nha, nghi dén
gia dinh, v bi€t rang n&u anh quén k& vé nhifng
ngudi x€p hang dai ¢ iém riou hay nhilng tia
phéng xa trong cac sa mac My, moi ngudi cing
<& tha 13i cho anh. Pimg lo cho con, anh vi€t cudi
th. Con dang lam vigc chim chi dé ki€m tién.
ThAm chi con cdn c6 ban. Va chiing con ¢ mot
ngdi nha mau hoa ca.

Khi anh nghe hdi thd nhe nhang clia Marcus
va nhin thdy Marcus dang trdi todt khoi anh theo
titng nhip thd, anh khong th€ ngin minh. Anh cin




bi&t mot diéu trudc khi dé Marcus di. “Cho toi
bi€t” anh néi va hi vong giong mink nghe khong
d&n nbi qué tuyét vong. Marcus chdp va md mit
ra, “Téi c6 ot khong?”

Mot lan nutdc tap nhe 1€n cifa 6. Pém thd
Sau trdi mua.

46> Marcus lai nhdm mit lai. “Cau rat tot.”

ft nhét anh 6 thé viét chirng d6 trong thu g
vé nha.

Sau khi Marcus dd nga, Li€ém chui ra khoi
giuding va vao phong ve sinh. Anh lau sach ngudi
(i di tAm. Anh mic quan dai vao. Khi dang chai
diu, anh nghe chubng dién thoai trong phong
khach k&u reng. Anh lao doc hanh lang va nhéc
kip sau héi chudng thit nam. “T4 chi mudn xem
cic ciu thé ndo,” Parrish ndi to va vui nhdn, c6
vé nhu mdi di uéng vé. “TIot dep ca,” Liem not.
Ah nhin 14 thi nim trén ban nudc, ndi anh d€ n6
d6. “Ching c6 gi dic biét ca” Anh khong thich
n6i chuyén qua dién thoai, khi ngon ngif cd thé
ching eitip ngudi khdc hi€u anh hon, va anh noi
ngin gon. Parrish c6 vé khong luu tam dén diéu
d6 va chaio tam biét, cling vui vé hét nhw'ldc mdi
g0i. Liém gac dign thoai va ngbi xudng gh€ ném.
Anh thin trong boc thut; khi md td gidy mong dinh,
duc m, anh lai mdt 1an nita nhin ra nét chif cha
anh, vira thdu vira vung, anh phai danh vt de
hi€u ciing nhu cha anh phai danh vat khi viét.

Con trai thuong yéu, nhd nhin dudc thu con
hom qua. Ai ciing vui la con con song va khoe
manh. Ci nha déu khde. Tin 16n 8 bén nay la héi
thing S4u cdc chi bac va anh em ho cua con
dvgc di cii tao cing nhiing ngudi di linh khac.
Téi 4c clia ho da dugc tha thit. Ho néi tit cd chiing
ta nén lao déng cat luc cho twdng lai va viing
long tin vao dang, vi gid day My nguy da bi danh
bai, mién Nam da dudc giai phong va dat nudc
di théng nhat, khong con ngui thua ké thang
nita. Chi c6 ngudi Viét ma thoi! Cac chi bac cua
con tin T4ng va da hién nha cho cich mang. Cac
can bo cho dan bi&t moi viéc s& sém dugc cai
thién va ta s& c6 viéc lam. Ho n6i ching ta phai
ciing nhau x6a bo qua khi va xiy dung lai dit
nuéce vinh quang! Nhung néu by gidh con ¢6 thé
ot tién thi dugc dong nao ot déng nay.

Cubc séng van ti€p tuc. Anh ho Khanh con 14y
vo héi thang Sdu va vg né da co biu dudc nim
thang roi. N6 van dé cu nhu trude! Khi nao con
rAnh, nhé gii tin cho nha. My con 161 161 hon Sai
Gon, vi viy con nhd phai t6t. Nhu cac can b not,

ngudi cAch mang phii song van minh, manh khoe
va didng dan! {J day ai ciing nh6 con va thuong
nghi vé& con. M4 béo con phdi chim soc ban than
va ba ciing viy. Ba cia con.

Sau Ihi doc xong 1an th{ hai, anh gap la thu
v nhét lai vio bao thy. N6 nim trd trén ban nudc.
Anh bdn chdn ding day, budc v& phia cira s kinh
vong, nhin xudng phd va hai bén dudng, vao gidl
nay ban dém fAt ving lang. Anh dén trong phong
bicn cita s& thanh mot tim guong, hit béng anh
<udng canh vit bén ngoai. Khi anh gid tay 1én,
béng anh cling gid tay; khi anh st mit minh, bong
anh ciing lan: nhy vAy; va khi anh miét theo nhiing
duding vong trén mé va quanh quai ham, cai bong
Jam v nhy th€. VAy thi tai sao anh khong nhan ra
chinh minh? Tai sao anh lai nhin xuyén ngay qua
chinh minh va vao phé dém den bén ngoai?

Nhitng giot mua trén kinh di€ém 16m d6mbong
ouong mat anh. Anh ding vai phit bén ciia 56
ngoin ngoto nudc cho d€n khi nhin thdy dAu hiéu
clia su song. Hai ngudi dan dng rao budc xudng
ph&, vai ho déi khi cham vao nhau, tay dit sdu
trong tii 4o khoac. Diu ho cidi thdp dé tranh mufa,
nghiéng nghiéng vé phia nhau d€ nghe xem ngudi
kia n6i gl. Mac dit ho bi mua wdt, vin c6 dicu g
d6 gAn nhu 12 hanh phic trong cach ho budc di,
ohyt thé ho vui suéng dude & ngoai dudng, trong
khdng khi Am u6t va lanh [€o. Pi 6 thdi anh hin
s& nghi ho chi 1a hai ngudi ban ma thoi. Gid thi
anh nghi ho rat ¢6 thé la tinh nhan.

Khi ho di qua dudingon den dudng, mot ngudi
n6idiéu gi d6 khi€n ngudi kia pha 1én cudi, dau
hdi ngita vé phia sau, khién guong mat knong
¢ gi dic biét cia anh ta dugc soi sang trong
gifiy lat. Anh mit ciia anh ta bit gip Li€m trong
khoanh khic dé6. Liém nhan ra rang dnh den
trong phong khach chi€u qua cita 56 s& lam ngudi
dudi phé d& dang thdy anh. Anh ty hoi khong
hidu ddng vé minh thudc ki€u nao, mot ga trai
nguc trin toc béng, tay ch6ng nanh, vi ngudi
dan 6ng kia bong gid tay nhu the vay chao anh.
Ngudi ban dong hanh clia anh ta cling nhin 1én
cita s§. Liém vay tay dép lai; trong gid khic iy,
chi ¢c6 ba ngudi bon ho chia hung mot trong
nhitng gidy phit phil du cua tinh bang hitu thuting
XAy ra giita nhitng ngudi xa la ndi mot thanh
ph& 16n. Roi ho di qua. R4t ldu sau khi ho dé
bi€n vio béng dém, anh vin con ding chéng
tay 1én cita 58, lang nhin man dém va o hoi
khong biét liéu cé ai, nip sau cita chdp va rém
vai, cling dang xem.
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pham thi ngoc

=

an mot thiap nién sau ngay ho gip lan
Gh{i t, Yén lai nhin dudc dién thoai cla

Judith vao mét tdi cudi tudn. Giong néi
Judith vin vang vang nhu thud xua, dé Yén
mudng twgng ra mot con ngudi chua chiu dé
thdi gian 4nh hudng. Yén mirng, nhung khdng
ngac nhién, vi @iy chiang phiila lan dau Judith
lai d6t ngdt 1én ti€ng sau nhi€u ndm im bat.
Judith k€ 1€ chi d3 mat sdu nim trdi tim Yén.
Yé&n cudi, thi nhitng thay ddi da xay ra trong
bén nam Judith khéng tim, va that su thi Yén
da chua hé di ddu trong sudt thdi gian ho mat
lién lac, da goi tim Judith khip ndi k€ tir ngay
Judith ngang nhién bd viéc vé & véi me. Yén
nhd, lan cudi cing ho gip nhau la lic Judith
dang toi bdi trong mét cudc ly di khdng €ém
thim. Lot vao ddu d6 chinh giita 1a 1an Judith
goi cho Yén & sd 1am, ké me chi dang phai
chita tri ung thu vii, cdn Yén thi k€ b8 chi vira
trd thanh mét con s6 tt vong cho chifng ung
thi phéi. Judith yén ling, nhy khéng tim ra 14,
roi ngip ngirng chia budn, roi tr dé bt tin.
Gan thap nién sau, d6i ban lai tim ra nhau, dé
6n lai tirng ddu moc thdi gian, di ho khong
chinh xdc lim.
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Tot
i

Anh Piang Thd Tho

Giong néi Judith vin khong thay doi, trong
vit nhu thud mudi ba, t& mon mot, chéi va lanh,
giita gid khuya. Yén héi thim vé ba Lemoine,
me Judith, di rit sd minh phai nghe mét tin budn.
Nhung Judith tra 161 me chi van thuting.

“Me mudn tao vé nha,” Judith néi, rdi thd
dai, nhir ¢6 diéu ray nit trong hidng tim. “Ba nghi
tao cd bon phan phéi l1dn quéin bén ba mai.”

“Vay biy gidf miy dang & dau?”

*Utah.”

“Utah? Tai sao lai tin Utah?”

Judith tr4 15i tai viéc lam dwa diy. Chikhéng
chon & Utah, nhung cudi cling ciing d4 & d6 nhiéu
nim rdi. Judith néi Utah budn, nhung khéng khi
chua bi & nhiém, va § d6 chi vin cé thé dap xe
dap di lam.

“Nhung Utah 1a mot trong nhitng con voi
béo nhét trong ban dd chinh tri cho bon tring cuc
doan.” Yén tréu.

“Ding d6 Yén, tring thi d diy that1a tring.
Con chinh tri thi tao dd dang ky vao dang Cong
Hoa tif naAm mudi bay.”

Yén phi cudi, “diéu d6 tao chwa he dudc
bi€t, ban ron nhw may thud xuwa. Cho tao hoi, vay




biy git may la vd thi miy trong cong d@dng Utah
da thé?”

“Th@ bay, Yén a. S& bay la s6 hén.”

Ho cudi vdi nhau, giong cudi Judith hé hé,
Cudi tir bung. Giong cudiay ngay xua ciing khanh
khach méi lan dita con gai d6 tréu Yén, tim va
6m lay dau Yén va bdo né dang nin mun black-
head. Judith bio giong néi Yén van vay, cé diéu
khOng con ngong nhu ngay xua.

“Cam dn may da so sdnh tao vdi ba mudi nim
trude.”

“May néi sheet cake mdt lan nita di” Judith
noi.

Yén néi “shit cake.”

“Gidi. Nhung giong may néi chuyén sao gidng
Emily Dickinson qua.”

“Dé 1a ndy gid tao chua néi gi hét?” Nhung
Y€n ciing xin 161, r6i hudng cAu chuyén vé nhimg
cdi t€n thud trudc, nhitng mdi dan diu qua dém
clia Judith v6i nhitng Richard, Bobby, Douglas,
vin vin. Judith goi ¥ cho Yén vé vai ngudi ban
Viét clia ho ngay xua.

“May con lién lac v8i Tric khong?”

“Tric dudng nhu khong mudn lién lac. Nhitng
ngudi khong mudn gép mat thi dirng tim ho.”

“Con Tudn?”

Tufin. Yé&n biét trrdc Judith s& nhic d&n Tuin.
Khong lan no Judith goi, dit mdi lan goi cdch
nhau ngin iy nim, mi Judith khdéng nhic dén
Tuén, nhu chi d€ khiéu khich. M4y mudi ndm rdi
khi€u khich thi c6 thay doi dugc gi. Yén cim thd'y
mudn trd 13i mdt cAu khé chin, hodc gac ngay
di€n thoai.

Yén khong khoi cam thay bi khigu khich vi
ddy dung nhu di 13 tinh bim sinh clia Judith,
choc vio nhuge diem ciia ngudi khic chi muc
dich mdi su chd ¥ v€ minh. Judith 1in diu tién
Yén dé ¢ da budc vao 16p van vit ndm mudi b6n
tudi bing ciu chio “heil Hitler” vdi ba gido vién
gia gbc Ukraine néi ti€ng khé tinh. Lan 4y Judith
lanh gidy vao gip hiéu trudng lin th& nhét, va
lan th¢ nhi la khi n6 hién ngang goi thdy toin
bing tén cling cdm, Ralphie, mot diéu thdy 13i
ky. Ndm mudi bén 14 nim dé€ nhitng dia hoc trd
mdi me xdc nhan vi tri clia minh trong mdt cdng
dong hoc sinh trung hoc doc dc. Budc vao ldp co
Judith Ia trudc tién buGc vao mot chién trudng
trong do s€ co nhifng si va véo veo bay gitta Judith
va bon con trai, khong tuc tiu nhung di¥ din dén
ndi mét di h€t nét hai hude, Doc dc va dir din dé
ton tai, Yén dd nghi vé& Judith nhy thE khi mudi

bon tudi Judith nhai Yé&n phéat 4m Taco Bell bing
am A dai, gifta phong in ddng hoc trd ddng hia.
Dita thi cudfi dita thi nhin Yén thudng hai, nhung
Yén dd khong nghi minh sai nhu thé, v ciing
khéng giin, khdng cai chinh, tinh bd nhu Judith
chi 14 ké mudn su chd ¥, dit nhi€u khi vdi gid mét
tinh ban. Judith vi xe cia Arnette 13 chiéc bat
mobile, va khi goi luén Amette da den bing chit
nigger si nhuc thi ho trd nén thit hin. Y&n khéng
giin, vi bit cit bit mdn nio Judith mang trong
long, boc phat qua hanh déng khiéu khich ngudi
khéc, thi thit ra ciing ching c6 ai d€ ¥ ma tim
hiéu.

Thétra, Yén khong c6 vi th€ nao d€ gidn. Trong
mdt thé gidi trung hoc dudc chia thanh nhitng thi
cyc cia ké dep va ké xdu, cia ké dudc chi ¥ va
ke bi lang quén ngay tir ngay diu, Yén hoan toin
lac 16ng, bd vd gilta mot th€ gidi hoc duting mdi
me, rong mot dit nudc mdi mé. Néu thud trung
hoc la mot giai doan cuc ki khé khiin cho nhiing
dita tré mdi 16n binh thudng, thi d6i véi riéng Yén
d6 1a mot giai doan chi cé thé ndi hoic chim dim.
MBbi budi sing, khi budc ra tir chi€c bus hoc dudng,
budc vao khudn vién trudng, Yén chi c6 mét lwa
chon la chay trén vao thy vién dé trfén ddm dong,
tr6n vi tri khéng may kha quan ctia minh trong
th€ gidi d6 d€ dirng chim dfm. Y nghi trén hoc
dén thutng truc, nhung ngay ci mdt ngudi ban
dé cling lang thang Yén ciing khéng fim ra. Ngdi
mot minh trong thw vién nhitng budi sing sdm,
nhin ra cifa so6 dén béng dang nhitng khudn miit
quen thudc hon, Yén dan cAm thay ndi lac long
ngay cang Idn ra ngoai kha ning khéa l4p clia
sich vd. Judith ¢6 me dua dén tin trudng, nhung
thudng 12 d€n mudn. Nhitng hom dén sém, Judith
chi vao thw vién fim Y&n khi n6 cin bai vd clia
ngay hom trude n6 di thi€u vi ving mét. Tit chd
dang ngdi Yén quan st dang Judith buc di, timg
budc nhip nhang thoin thoit, mai tc dai gdn gon
xba xubng ngang vai, trong tita twa nhv mdt nit
nhén trong thi ca c6 kinh thdi Iing Man. Judith
thodn thoat budc vao thy vién, méi téc nhin nhay
theo tirng nhip budc, dé Yén sé chao:

“Hello, Snoopy.”

D€ Judith s& cudi, roi chi ra ngoai khung cira,
ndi, “Coi kia, the brain ciing vira dén”

Triic mic jeans, Yén con thdy loang thodng tir
xa hai bén diti bac théch. Téc Triic ciing dai, nhung
thang mugt, dit viio bén trong chiéc 4o lanh bdm
xom bdng chinh bé Tric da may. Mot tay 6m
séch, tay kia Tric ndim mé gid'y miti-xoa lfic nio
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cling w4t nudc mat nude miii cla con di ¢ng kinh
nién. Ci k¥ va k¥ di nhu th€, Tric xem ra vin
hdp thdi hn Yén. Con gdi mudi bén, cii ki va ki
di nhy' ho c6 mudn quén di than phin ciing khé
hon gidi dap mét phudng trinh toan hoc. Nhung
Yén tv nghi minh nhay cim védi thin phian hon
Trac. Tric ddy @G hon, nén tv tin hon. P&i vdi
Yén, c6 mdt ngudi ban d€ néi ti€ng Viét da 12
di€u sung sudng ldm.
- Triic thong thd budc déu qua sin cd, dbi vai
co ro lam cho song lung trdng nhu git. Nét miit
Triic bao gid ciing wu tf vé mot diéu gi ngodi the
gig1. Nhitng phitong trinh todn hoc, nhitng ciu
hoi vatly. Triic vao thu vién gip Yén, thuting md
sach tr hoc ti€ng La Tinh, sita soan trudc cho
mot ﬂfzmg lai héin IAm. Tric noi, ti€ng La Tinh 13
ngudn gbc cla cic ngdn ngit Au My,

Judith n6i ¢6 1€ vi vy ma nhi€u khi né nghe
nhu Tric dang néi ti€ng La Tinh.

Nim diu trung hoc, ¢6 gido Anh vin ra dé
ti€u ludn: viét vé kinh nghiém dau budn nhat doi
clia em. Yén doan cd gido dang mudn tim hiéu

tam Iy hoc trd, dic biét 1a nhitng khudn mit lavita

dén day tir nira vong bén kia trii ddt. C6 Naomi
tré dep nhat trong doan gifm vién, con gii clia
mot & Ong chi ti€m vang nm ti€ng thanh phd, phuc
stte cau ki, hic ¢ day vong vang tay va tai khign
- ngudi nhin ¢b rit thich mit. Tric vi€t vé& kinh
nghi€m di tan, con Yén thi dit da di gidu nhung
chwa sin sang d€ chia xé ndi dau.

Kinh nghiém dau bubn nhit d5i? Khi John
Travolta tir gi& ti€t muc tivi hing tuin Welcome
Back, Kotier,

“Gia dinh Tuin khong thich Vinnie Barbarino”
Tudn néi. Nam Ay, Tudn mudi ba, YEn mudi hai.
va ho vita dén M§. Trdi bén ngoai hdi truding
lanh cam, nhung nhifng dita tré hdo hitc vdi nhitng
cau chuyen thi khéng bao gi¢/ biét lanh.

“U, khé quen nhw hamburger vay do. Nhung
quen rm thi thd'y ngon. Xem Travolta hoii sé&
thich.

“Khéng phai viy,” Tun Ifc ddu. M4i té¢ Tusn
bii ki, cim ché, miéng cudi d& dai. Y&n thich
nghi Tudn hao hao giéng John Travolta. N&u Tuin
méc 4o lanh bang da thi chdc tréng ciing du con
lam. “Yén khong hi€u dau. Khé giai thich”’

Vita dén My, nhitng dia tré bdng nhién phai
giai thich rit nhi€u. Gidi thich su c6 mat ciia ho
tai day, giai thich vé cudc chi€n, vé nhifng hinh
anh chi€n tranh thim khéc. Ldn Ién, nhin lai thim
kich va do nét clia chinh cudc ddi minh, nhitng
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difa tré khi xwa biy gid ding tudi nhin ra ring
giai thich gia dinh minh vin 12 diéu khé khin
nhét.

Gan m6t chuc dia tré ddng wdi ri nhau chay
[én dinh @61 bén canh hoi truting nha the, d€ ngudi
I6n & lai vdi nhitng wu tw ciia ho. Ngu®i ban xit da
dem dén dé nhitng thiing quin 4o cii to 1én. Li
tré d6 quin 4o ra dat, 16i nhiing chi€c thing khong
ra ngodi. Ti trén dinh d6i, ching s& trudt xubng
trong nhitng chi€c thing gidy. Ti trén dinh ddi,
Tuiin diy Y€n xubng. Yén trudt xubng viin vut,
gi6 lanh tat ngudc nhw cit da mit. Nhitng trin
cudi chita tri 3 vang 1én d diy,

M01 cude gip mit clia cong dong tha hlong
di€n ra cich tuin. Sang xuin, trd chdi cii thua
dan. Cé hdm Yén néi:

“Ldn lén, Tric mudn lam mot physician”

“PE khéi hodi cong bd me dem sang diy?
Physician 1a gi?” Tudn hoi.

“La ysido

“Sao Triic khong néi doctor che roi.”

“Co 1& Trac khong hiéu doctor 1a gi”

“Yén mudn lam gi?”

“Yén mudn lam ¢b gido. Con Tuan?”

“Tudn mudn di bui dvi.”

Tudn trd 161 khong din do suy nghi. Tuin hay
dua nhung Yén chgt ching long. Nhw nghe diéu
nhac dm Welcome Back, Kotter chi lam Yén thay
ndi hoang vu.

“Pita con trai nao ciing mudn di bui doji, Me
Tuén s& budn ché&t

Me Tudn, mdt ngudi dan ba nhd ngudi, phin
son, giong noi lanh lanh diéu khién. C6 hém ca
hoi truding chitng ki€n ba ming mot ngudi dan
ba dong hudng, “Dimg bc tay vao thie dn! Cé
ngudti My & diy ba dirng 1am ching t6i xfu hé!”

“Me Tuén s& ming: may difng 1am tao xiu
ho,” Yen nhai giong nguti dan ba me Tufn,

Chi€u Chd Nhit ddu xuin ning muén hon.
Yén hi6t mit 1én da thit Tun min mang, vang
don trong nang nhu vé md.

Nhitng cudc gip g& cach tuin roi ciing din
thua. Réi Yén khong thiy Tuin & nha thy. Thi
hai dau tuan di hoc Yén cAm thdy hinh nhu minh
nhd ban. Sang thi hai ngoi tir gh€ thi vién nhin
ra ngoai ngim gié thoi tung nhitng hat bui dvi,
Yén mét moi ngéng chd Tric va Judith, c6 nhidu
lic ngbi ngd b chd ddi nhitng ké that thudng
ciing ching khéc gi chd chudng reo.

Ciing c6 nhiéu khi Y&n 14y gidy bat viét thu
cho b& con § lai Viét Nam.



“Con ¢ diy dé&n bao gits” Yén viét, “Bao gid
thi hdi huong. Bao gid thi dodn 1 mot gia dinh
khbng con nguyén ven nita.”

Judith d6t nhitng di€u thudc 14 dau ddi naim
mudi 1im tuéi, 1én It trong nha ciu trudng, vao
gid ra chdi. Yén quan sit nét diu khoai trén nét
mat Judith khi né kéo hdi thudc dai, nudt khoi.
Chat nicotine ngim nhanh chéng vao mau, lan
[€n 6¢ lam dju xudng nhitng biit riit, buc doc.

“B6 tao méi bé di rdi,” Judith k& v6i Yen nim
ho mudi lam téi, trong nha cau, khi Judith kéo
nhitng ngum thudc vdi va réi vit mdu diu loc
VAo cau tiéu, i nha man khéi ling dang va mii
thudc 14 sic sua Ay s& khéng dit lam bing chitng
cho giam thi rang n6 dang én hiit thuc. Yen ding
ta bon rita mat, nhin Judith vin nuéc sic miéng,
Khong hi¢u vi di€u thudc hit voi vang, hay vi su
Xlic dong ma d6i méi va nhitng ngén tay ciia n6
run I4y bdy, doi chiin dim nhitng budc khong yén
qua lai trong khu vé sinh.

“DPi nhu thé€ nao?” Yén héi.

“Khong biét. Chic di ban dém. Tao chi bi&t
Ong dd vang mit vao bita sdng,”

“Me may giai thich th& nao?”

“Ba gidi thich, 16n 1én tao s& hiéu, rang dén
mot Iic ndo d6 ho khong thé kéo dai hon nhitng
ngay thing khong hanh phic.”

Hai dia roi vao su lang thinh, Mot thodng sau,
Judith vén ven buéng théng, “fuck them.” rdi
chiing chay nhén g6t ra khéi khu nha ciu, chay
ngoat vao cic néo hanh lang, chay trudc li€ng
gidy clia hiéu trudng dang g6 déu trén nén gach,

B3 Judith sau khi budc sang néo ngodt ddi dng
da giti don ly di vé sau d6 khong lau. Ong trg vé
qué quén ngay chua lip gia dinh, bén phan vdi
nhitng dta con, it nhat Ia qua su hién dién ciia
minh, dén d6 da di. Mdi thing mét lin dng vé
thim v¢ cii, dem b6n nguii anh ctia Judith di sin.
Judith thi Gidng Sinh & vdi me, tin nién & véi b
nhitng ngay 1€ quanh nidm chia ddng déu giia
hai bén. Khi hai anh 1dn cia Judith cling theo
nhau ra di d& tv lap, trong cin nha gach tring
rong trai dé chi con lai ba Lemoine va ba dita
con con vi thanh nién, Patrick, Nathan, va Judith.
M4y l4n Yén d&n rt Judith di ciné, Patrick diu ¢
cham chap néi ning @ 6 tay chin qudf quang nhay
ra m cham IAy Y&n, con Nathan 4n vao phong
riéng. Ba Lemoine, thin hinh néing né phuc phich
trong chi€c 4o thung réng khd, hit thuc 15 lién
tuc. Lan khoi phii quanh khuén mit hiin nép gip
clia tudi tac, bay 1&n chim rii rdi dau xudng trén

mai toc hung do khé va thua, im chim trén d6
nhiing mang hd chin téc da bac tring

Me Judith luén niém nd v6i Yen. Bao gi¢ ciing
th€, khi hai dita dd ra xe ba con chay theo cin
dan di di€u, va cudi ciing 1a mbt 1 xin ¥,

“Tudith, d¢ lai cho me mét vai déng mua thusc
la.” |

Judith duta tién cho me nhung khoéng nén dugc
su buc doc, déng manh cita Xe rdi nhin chan ga.

“Tu ngay 1y chéng ba chi & nhi nudi con.
Biy gid chong bd ba khong biét lam gi ra tién.
Tao hén bé tao.”

PE€ ki€m tién mot cich dé dang nhit, ba
Lemoine cho thué phong trong cin nha thita cha
d6. Keith, ngudi din 6ng ngoai hai mudi, di tra
101 rao vit phong cho thué ciia ba Lemoine, C'6
mot ngudi dan dng déng tudi anh trai quanh quén
d€ thdy an toan, t6i ngh khong phap phéng Io Au,
Judith n6i. Yén khong thé ta véi Judith ring trong
canh séng clia Y&n, hoan cinh cda Y&n, nhiéu
lan trong mo Y&n thay mét neudi dan dng d6i mii
lén ddu, md cita, va bude ra di. Nhy thé, lap di
ldp iai, mot ngudi dan éng déi mil 1én dau, md
cifa, roi bude ra di. RAt nhe nhang, trong md.

Yén khong dén chdi v6i Judith nita tir lic cé
Keith bu6c vao bdi cinh nay. Va ciing tir ltic c6
Keith budc vao bdi cinh nay, JTudith cling ving
mat trudng 1dp thudng xuyén hon, tin dung tdi
da s ngdy dwgc ving mit ma khong rét nim
hoc. Ngay nio Judith di hoc ngay dé né mét moi,
mudn chép lai clia Yén bai gidng ngay hém trudc.,
Nhitng khi thi ctt, Judith dén Y&n gitip né thi gian
d€ thi dau. Mét hom, thd tay viio xdch tay Judith
mugn bat, Yén khdm phé vi thudc ngiva thai.

Nam 16p muti mét, Judith di prom véi Keith.
Dén mét ngudi dan 6ng nhiu tudi hon minh di
prom la mdt chuyén 16n d€ khoe. Nhung d&n nim
Judith ra trudng trung hoc, Keith di bi&n mat
Mua he, vai hém sau ngay ra truding, Judith goi
cho Yén d€ bio tin v€ Nathan. Nathan, ngwi chua
hé hoan tat trung hoc nhw em géi, tinh than thudng
Xuy€n chong chanh tir dinh cao xudng vire siu.
cudi ciing rdi khong con mudn c6 lién can gi véi
th& gidi nita, dd ding sting thudng di sin vdi b
fif sét bang phat sting bin xuyén qua cb hong.

Trong bon ho thi Triac ¢6 1€ d&n tir mot gia
dinh lanh 1an nhat. Gia dinh Trtc déng chi em
gai, nhitng thi€u nit xinh dep hat hay va hay hat
da thu hat nhiéu nam nhan d&n nha thit. Vio nhifng
nam thang xa x6i 4y ho chua chong, quy tu vao
dudi cin nha nhé don gidn thing dudi ma vé sau
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bd Tric dd xdy thém mot gian ngoai lam phong
ti€p khach, mot thit tién sinh, d€ ting géc canh
cho ki&n tric thém ti ciu k¥. Nhitng 1an Yén dén
nha Tric, gia dinh déng con gdi 4y ving bit am
thanh, mot khong khi ¢6 dong ngdtngat bao trum
gian tién sdnh. Y&n ditng vai budc tif ngung cta
nhin qua bén kia tim rém, ndi cdu chao bic a véi
b6 ctia Tric dang & trong phong 4n, 1di hii voi
mOt cOng trinh may v4, hodc mot cong trinh may
méc nio d6 clia dng. Bao gid ciing thé, hinh nhu
chi bing mot su hién dién ctia dng ¢ nha ngoai,
vd con s& bién di dau hét. Ong mic may-0 ba 16,
dit vao chi€c quan tiy cap kéo 1én cao qua bung,
thit lung cin thian. Trén cd dng deo diy 4o Dic
Ba. Ong ngudc 1én, 4nh mit qua cap kinh treo tré
trén s6ng mii xAc nhin sy c6 mit cia Yén, nhung
khéng néi vdi Yen 15 nao ngoai cau goi Tric di
khian duc. Va Tric s& sang budc ra tr ddy hanh
lang bén trong, mit ngii ngi, chua hé sita soan
cho cdng viéc giita ho da hen trudc.

Me Triic ciing tit mdt ndi nao d6 vén man budc
ra, doi ban tay 4nh lén 18p wdt 4t cha bép nic.
Téc ba bii t6. Cin cd ndi tuyén gidp trang hdi
sung & chd cic cd 4o ba ba. Me Tric cling mic
diy 40 Dic Ba, d& Yén nhin ra sy hao hao dong
dang, ddng héa clia d6i vd chong liundm. Nhitng
chi€c 4o Pitc Ba 4y, trong nhitng gidy phat gin
nhau ho c6 cdi ra khong. Yén ling ting xua dudi
¥ nghi hén ldo, dé me Tric cudi, Xoa tay vao
nhau, héi Yén diy 4, me chau c6 khoé khong.
Yén tra 165, da khoé a. Ba lai hoi, thé me chau co
cAn bac trai dén gidp diéu gi khong. Yén tra 15i,
da chdu khong bi€t a. Khong con gihoi thém, ba
bio, nhic me chdu cudi tudn hai bac sé dén di
hop cong dong nhé, cho vui.

Trén bén vach tudng, nhitng vin bang ban khen
cong trang hoc hanh tri tu€ ciia chi em Tric che
kin. Yén ¢6 thé ding ngim hang git van chua
hét. B& Tric han phai hinh dién vi dan con. So
sanh vao day thi nha Yén chi von ven trén twdng
mot tim khung duy nhAt 16ng hinh ctia bd Yeén,
nhu ho khong thiét tha d€n dicu gi khac ngoai
ngudi ving mat.

Trong su ludng dinh ciia nhi¢u ngudi, Tric
khéng dong lita v6i nhitng ké dong tudi. Cling
I6p nhung Tric thudc vé mot trinh dd cao hon,
v8i nhitng cau hdi vé nhitng vin dé ching t6 su
suy nghida di truSc ngudii khac nhiéu budc. Nhiing
ciu héi it khi Tric xung phong, chi dudc néu len
khi gido vién mdi, va thinh thoang khi ¢6 gido
vién nao do6 thay vi tra 1i thi lai phe binh Tric da
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di true 16p thi Tric chi cudi trly nhidt nhat roi
ling yén. ;

Nhung tré&n bdn biic tuding gia dinh tuyén dudng
cOng trang di khong c6 cii gi mang tén Tric. Co
1An Yé&n héi, Tric ciing chi cudi trit.

“Pé chi [a b Triic théi. Tric dau cb gi. Mudi
lim tudi nhitng thi dé ching c6 ¥ nghia gi”

Cu6i nim hoc mudi lim tuoi, gidi hoc sinh
khoa hoc xuit sic nhat lai vé mdt hoc sinh My
tAm thudng nhung dudc gido vién va chudng. Van
mét thai d6 xem nhe khoa bang, Triic khong khiéu
nai. Y&n thiy t then vé gidi thudng cla chinh
minh. i véi Fudith ra v& ngay cudi nim, Yén viit
no vao thung rac.

Mudi bay tudi Tric trd 15i lai sy tim thuGng
thi€n cin clia nha trudng bang thu nhin Tric vao
nim dau ciia dai hoc. Nhung ciing trong nim 4y
mot su viec nhd da xay ra giy ngac nhién cho
nhitng ai d biét. Mudi bay tudi Triic Ién dai hoc,
tho4t dudc phin nao su gd b6 caa gid gidc va su
ki€m soat clia ngudi 1dn. Mot hom me Tric dién
thoai cho Yé&n fim Tric, vA Yén trong lic bat ngd
khong biét nhanh tri d€ n6i doi, ap Gng map md
khong ra cAu, rdi day ngay dién thoai sang cho
me. V& sau, qua nhitng ciu chuyén giita hai ngudi
me, Yén bi€t me Triic qua nhitng hoi mui la ling
trong gié quan 4o clia con gii, qua nhitng thay
d8i 40 quin thit thudng giita nhitng lic di lic vé,
qua nhitng chi€c xiém y k¥ la, di tra hoi con gdi
d€ rdi cubi cing thi Tric vd khéc, thi nhdn nhitng
lin hen hd véi ban trai. Nhitng budi chieu Tric
néi dén xe bugt thanh phd di hoc la nhitng budi
chidu budc vao xe ban trai da chd dau dudng.

Nhv the, Tric d3 dén tridc Yén, dd trudng
thanh hon Yén v& mot khia canh rat ngudi. Mai
tinh dAu ludén lam trudng thanh con ngudi, du da
bi cOng khai héa ngoai ¥ mudn. Nhitng budi chiéu
mudi bay tudi, khi Tric da bi€t hen ho vdi ban
trai, Yén vAn chi biét roi vao gidc ngl ngin sau
ngay hoc, roi tinh diy bat gap mdt mau trdi tim,
khong r5 mau cia budi chieu dang chét hay la
mau budi sdng sém hom sau. Tinh hiy diét cia
thdfi gian nhwmudn dim Yén chim d4m, trong mot
khodnh khic khéng c6 cd hdi nao cho hanh phuc.

Ngay Yén budc vao dai hoc, mot lan di ngang
thy vién, Yén thiy Triic va ban trai ngbi giita san
cb ngap ning. Thé gidi clia ho la the gidi thu hep
clia d6i tinh nhin chi nhin thdy nhau giita mudn
ngudi. Pitc cit méng tay cho Tric, d6i ban tay da
th6i khéng nim gidy mui-xoa chiti mii. Tinh yeu
d3 chita lanh cdn di itng ciia Tric. Tinh qua, Yén




tréu Triic nhu the, va bit dudc nét ngudng ngiing
trong nu cudi cua Tric.

Cu6i khéa hoc, mua déng, Yén hen Tric gifta
mot chiéu trong mia thi c. Trong mdt gbc quin
ci phé ving, nhin ra mét con dudng ving, Yén
ngdi vdi Tric, khong biét rang lan Ay s€ 1a lin
sau cting. Chan t6¢ Tréic van con rin mo hoi do ra
tir 16p hoc khidu vii trudc d6. Hen Tric d€ Yén
no1 fir gia.

“Yén sé doi trudng, Tric a.”’

“Yé&n di chuyén thinh méng 16n?”

Yén cubi.

“Ai bao Triic th€, Khong phai. Tric chi bd mot
noi chén khi da thit bai & dé. Yén rdi tinh than,
khong giit gi dudc lau trong tay, khong tha thiét
vao diu d€ bam viu.”

“Tric khong hiéu.”

“Béi viy Tric khdng thidy mdi lan Yén ndi gi
Difc ciing cudi lan.”

“Ditc gian di, nhu Tric vay.”

“Sang nim, Yén khong con & diy. Yén chi
mudn Tric bi&t ldc ndo Y&n ciing nghi vé Tric
nht mot mAu ngudi cho Yén bit chudc. Bao gid
vao trudng y Tric phai cho Yén biét d€ Yén khao
tiéc &n ming.”

“Yé&n di, Yén da nhin sai mau ngudi. Y khoa
khong con kéu goi Tric nita.”

“Vay a. VAy gid diy dicu gi dang kéu goi
Trac?”

Triic khéng n6i. Mot lic, hi€u 13i Yén theo §
riéng, Triic ¢6 ciu tra 16 rat thich hop:

“Nhitng gi kéu goi Tric thi khong xting dang
véi Yén dau.”

Ho ddnh mat tinh ban tir diy. Nhi€u nim sau,
Yén dau long ma k&t ludn ring cd hai déu da
nhin qué sai con ngudi clia nhau. Nhi€u nim sau,
ciing van qua ciu chuyén giita hai ngudi me, Yén
bi&t Tric da t5t nghiép, va ciing di xa, nhy thé
doan tuyét, ngay sau ngay do. Nhung ngay xua
theo dudi ki€n thifc miét mai thé nao thi gid day
ciing cting mi¥c miét mai d6 Triic theo dudi khiéu
vil. Mot con ngudi tf do va doc lap mi€t mai theo
dudi dam mé d€ gitta nhitng dam mé Triic di tim
thdy tinh yéu that. M6t hém Tric dua vé ngudi
dan 6ng minh yéu d€ b8 chap thuin hon nhan
nhung &ng di tit chdi. Tric chon nghe 13i b3,
nhung thé sudt ddi s& khong 14y chong. Qua nhi€u
niam, Triic giit 1di thé d6.

Khi b6 Triic qua ddi sau mot thdi gian hén mé,
ngudi ta don ring khdng c6 Tric trong ddm tang.

Nim Yén bdn mudi tudi chi duge gip lai me

Tritc. Ba khde manh hon me Yén. Cai chét cla
ngui chdng vio khi ba con di sitc d€ chéng lai
sdu kh6 khong lam ba xudng déc nhanh nhy me
Yén. Ba n6i Triic cling vira k&t hon, nim bén mudi
tudi, vdi mOt ngudi dan dng da tring. Hon I€ xong,
ho da lanh di rit xa.

Mdt 1an Yén di chdi khuya vdi Judith, mudi
bay tudi di mirng budi lién hoan lién truding vao
mdt ngay 1At nién, Tudn di xuit hién d€ mot ndi
Udc md nhd ndo cia Yén di thoa. Thang bé mudi
ba 18n vio tudi mudi tim v&i nét phong trin non
ndt. Tudn vin cuti dé dii, nhu tri nhé vira trd vé
trien ddi clia thud mudi ba. Judith héi ai vay, 10
cudi cudi bd di. Yén ciing chen chdn vdi Tuén
viio giifta vong hoc trd vay quanh lifa bonfire lién
hoan bimg chay. Ho néi v6i nhau nhitng gi Yén
khong nhd rd, nhung Yén bi€t nhitng 1an gip Tufin
thdfi gian bao git cling mang ¥ nghia riéng, va
nam nay khong con nhv nim xwa. Chang biét néi
gi, Yén néi mot ciu dai khai.

“Minh 1dn roi, ngudi ta goi 1a trudng thanh. Su
trtdng thanh cha TuAn va su thanh cong cia gia
dinh Tudn c¢6 lam TuAn quén mAt niém vui trong
nhiing di¢u gian di? Tudn ra trudng roi s& lam

. a7

gi.

“Trifong thanh thi khéng bao gid. Thanh cong
thi 1a clia gia dinh. Tudn khong thanh cong. Tudn
2 mot dj thai.”

Tuin nim tay Yén tw nhién. Ban tay Tuin mudi
tdm tudi c6 nhitng duding gin noi han vat va.

“Thay khong, Tudn khdng c6 gi trong tay. Tuin
chi thé d€ song thdi cling 1a qua sic”

TuAn 16n 1én ndi chuyén nhue mot ké that lac.
Nhifng ké that lac trong hién tai, mu tit vé tudng
lai, thudng ti€c mdt bau vt nao dé dia dinh mat
d€ mai mai di tim.

Gi6 cin he théi hit khi néng bitng bing cla
mia va clia I¥a. Qua gié, YEn nhén ra tir Tuln
mot mili ngdn ngot, chay chdy cla cin sa.

Khong 1au sau d6, mdt budi sing me Yén goi
co day.

“Yé&n di, me con Tric vira goi. Thiing Tufn bi
cAnh sat bt 61 hdm qua. N6 di dn cudp cay xing.”

Trong mdt cOng dong thi€u s& gudng méu tin
xAu lan nhanh. Gia dinh Tuén lap tic rao 15i tir
con. % 1

Judith thi xem d6 nhu mot chuyén cudi, hoi
sao Yén da khong thé nhin ra mdt con ngudi. Tai
sao th6ng minh nhw Tudn lai c6 the vitt ci cudc
ddi di nhu thé.

Yé&n chéng d8, may chi gip Tuin mot lan théi,
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lam sao bi€t n6 thong minh, lam sao biét né ngu
si, 1am sao dé c6 th€ ddnh gid v€ mot cudc dvi la
hoang phi.

Trai qua vai thap nién, ho chia tay roi tai ngd
vai lan, nhitng lic mat lién lac do sit ludin chuyén
lién mién cia Judith theo quin doi, va theo viéc
lam bAp bénh sau ngay gidi ngil. Du cich xa,
Y&n van dugc Judith k€ v& nhitng cude phiéu hvu
4i tinh tam bd, nhitng cudc finh khéng vitng bén,
nhitng dam mé bi€n thanh thit vong. Lan gidi
ngii, Judith k€ vé mot s quan Viét Nam Judith da
quen, tén Nguyén Huy. Huy thich Judith, thy tir
qua cap thutng xuyén.

“Huy dep trai lam Yén, va doi xit véi tao cb
trude ¢ sau, khac vdi dan ong My

“Viy 4. Yén n6i, “th€ thi dan 6ng Viét Nam
nhat rdi”

“Huy giti qua cho tao hoai. Giu bong va thiép
Valentine. Nhung...”

Yén chd Judith ngép ngitng dién ta diéu di theo
chi¥ nhung,

“Nhung Huy..”

“Nhung Huy 1& ngudi Viét” Yén néi d8 cho
Judith, va suim lang cia Judith sau d6 14 mot tha
nhan.

“PE tao gidi thiéu Huy cho may.”

“Cam on may, nhung...tao khong hdp véi Huy.”

Ngoaiba muoi tudi Judith roi cudi cling ciing
ldAy chong, nhw né di bit ngd goi va bio tin
Y&n nhu thé. Chong Judith 12 mdt ngudi dan
6ng budn bdan doi chdc tién t& di xa thudng
xuyén va khi vé nha thi néi chuyén lién tuc
vl nhitng dita con da c6 vdi ngudi vd trudc
con khéng thi udng hé€t chai rvgu nay dén chai
rrdu kia roéi nam bét tinh trén giuvdng. Brian
Utey 14 m6t c4i tén Yén bao gid cling ph4t Am
sai khi€n Judith phdi vit v4 chita lai. Nhiéu
lic Yén muén héi ho Utey & diu dé€n, nghe
khéng gfc gic bing ho Nguyén.

Judith 1dy chong hon mét nam thi mét t6i chi
goi cho Yén va ndéi vira mdi cai nhau v6i Brian &
rap hat va hidn di bd chi lai  d6. Yén dén dén,
roi dua Judith di an, nhung roi Judith ciing vin
phai vé vdi chong. Ngay hém sau, Judith don vé
vdi me, va Yén mat lién lac vdi chi tir do.

Hién gid, gin mudi nim sau, Judith vin la
ngudi tim ra Y&n, van li ngudi véi nhitng cAu hoi
khiéu khich.

“Tuin biy gid ra sao?”

Yén bi€t Judith da ching hoi néu da ching
hi€u Tudn giit modt chd rit dic biét trong long
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Yén. BAt chdt Y&n hiéu ring, bao nhiéu l4u nay
Judith ti€p tuc khiéu khich vi Yén luén trén tranh
khong tra 15i. Hién gid, Yén c6 thé gidn dif tra
1571, hodc co6 thé gac ngay dién thoai. Nhung trai
qua ngan 4y thdi gian, trong bao nhiéu ngudi
van chi c6 m6t minh Judith tim ki€m Yé&n, va
diéu nay khi€n Yén khéng thé két ludn ring
Judith chi muén khiéu khich. Cé6 mdt diéu gi
th61 thdc, bido Yén hiy trit bo di nhitng gdnh
ning trong 1ong, bd xuéng nhitng guom dao trong
161 néi, bd xubng nhitng phong thi, bé xudng
génh niing di ving. Judith, ciing nhv Yén, chi la
ké di tim trong cudc s6ng mdt ¥ nghia nao do,
thi hdy né6i 1én diéu ¥ nghia, cho nhau. Lan dau
tién Yén trd 19, vdi cd khd nidng tudng tudng,
va mot long tén trong tuyét d5i danh cho Tudn,
cling nhu cho Judith.

“Tufin c6 vd, ¢6 con, c6 nha cira. Noi dé chiéu
chiéu hin ngdi ngim mit tr&i lin vdi vo con,”
Yén ndi, ling nghe xiic dong khudy 1én bén trong,
chi vi tw nghe minh nhac dén mot cii tén da tr
ldu cat kin. “Con may, Judith, bao gid thi may trd
vé vdi th€ gidi vin minh.”

“Uf, Utah qué 1a mdt thé gidi lac hau giita long
nudc M§, Yén a. Phu nif ra dubng van phai mic
vay dai che mat ca.”

“Nhithg toad tidng i, pbdi Kidng?”

“U, nhung sao tao vin cim thiy lac l6ng nhu
dang & mot dat nude khac.”

Yé&n mudng tugng dé€n nhitng trién nii Utah,
va noi ¢b doc 16n hon nii cua Judith. Giong noi
Judith vang vang gita mot khong khi hoan toan
ving bit Am thanh & didu diy bén kia. Judith ké
chi vira di bac si hdm qua, nhén gid'y chuan bénh
ti€u dudng. Chi phai bdt ddu tip lam quen vdi
cdch #n uéng mdi, mot chuong trinh thé thao
mdi.

Yén bi€t ho dang ditng trudec mdt ching ddi
trong d6 ho khéng con nhiéu cd hdi d€ di tim
diéu dd mat. Ho chi c6 thé mat, mét nhiéu. Chinh
vith€ Yén s& khong dé dang viit qua ci¥a so nhifng
gi d4 dudc trao cho minh, nhi ngay tré. Yén hen
Judith m6t Ian t4i ngd, & thinh phd qué quin clia
Judith khi xua.

Vé ddy, Yén s& mo6t minh thim lai trién doi
bé nhd, ngdi d6 d€ nghe di ving song lai trong
minh, ngdi d6 d€ sitng st 1am sao minh d4 s6ng,
vi ¢6 sifc nao dé song lai titng giai doan doé
khong. Bi€t ddn, Yén s& dudc khoc, vi du sao di
nita, ndi d6 di 12 noi dung ting mot thoi Yén da
ting yéu.



Rl T b
Anh Bing

6 l1a mot ngdi nha ngdi 16n. N6 chay

dan ngang thanh ba gian. Nhiéu c6t

vudng chia déu 1&u nghéu. Vich gd chia
gilfa cdc gian, ¢é thé do lic mdi dung van con
uSt sau co lai tao nhitng khodng hd déu din
ma bé tdi phdi diing gidy bdo ddn 1&én. Ngoiin
ngoéo chang chit dudng méi dun. Tdi hay cay
v8 nhitng dung mdi din dy cho nhitng con ga
nhd bat an mdy con moi tring phénh. C6 1dn
cd ngdi nha ning ddng, mdt cdt chdng phén
hong nha gdy d6 khuc xudng, ngéi xé ran rat.
BG t61 cdy hét miy ngudi quen xim vao bay
c4 phan mdi 1én 16i 16t hon d4 ting dudi chiéc
cht gay.

Toi hay nam nhin 1én cdi méi hinh thap muc
nét, 4nh nang roi thanh ludng vang ong nhirng
hat bui bay vo vin. Ngoi nha trong tuénh tréng
toang, d goc nha 1a cdi chan bat td1 om, cil Iy.

101 da sinhra trong nhitng nam thang kho khin,
nghe ké lai thé. ﬁng b6 t6i 14 mét nguoi nghiém
khac doc dodn. Nhitng bita com chiéu thuding rat
im ling trong su cay nghiét cia dng ay. Ca nha,
anh chi em dong didc giy go chen chiic vira dap
mudi vira va nhitng mi€ng com rau, sén sbt soan
soat. Nhitng bita com nhu thé rit yén &n, rit binh
dén, rat dc hanh, nhung th ting budn ba! Téi 1a
mdt dita bé mai choi, hay nhin vio nhitng cai
béng clia moi ngudi run ray trén vach, hoic nhin
cham cham vao doi diia ¢4 trén cdi nbi gang khéng
16 den ddc mun khéi dit gon gang trén cdi 1€ tre.
Toi nhin 6ng bé tdi cau cé, tréng dng day quyén
Iuc, nhung mai l1au 1am sau nay t6i mai biét that
ra 6ng la mot ngudi bit an va da nghi!

D6 1a tit cd nhitng gi t6i nhé dugc vé ndi toi
da sinh ra. Tri nhd 6i nhu mot cdi x6 mudp véi
nhiéu khoang rong trd xéc, mit ddu, ma tdi cling

Thd Thd

nguyén danh bing

dd mdt déi lan ¢b bit trét Jam diy. Tri nhd hanh
ha t6i, xdi bay tdi, khi€n t5i trd thinh mdt ngudi
bit 6n, din vat, tim ki€m.

ik

Khoang thdi gian khi t6i d c¢6 thé nhd dudc
rd rang thi lic Ay di 16n. Toi séng trong db thi
l6m, c6 vin héa. Téi da Jam sao, lang bat th& nio
d€ d€n thanh phd nay, trdi biét. C6 d& d@&n mudi
cubc ddfi chuyén. Ddi song & day binh ling va
ém a...

Ngoai duding ngu®i ta chio ngin ngai vai ciu
trao doi vé thdi tiét:

“E chao budi sang.”

“Chao bubi sdng. DAn ché di bd ha?”

“U hém nay kho rao.”

“Th€ nhé”

“Chao.”

Pai loai thé. Ciing c6 nhitng cAu ban tin bin
thiu déi khi nhung nhe théi:

“E dirng d&n c4i nhi hing d6 nita, d8i chil rdi,
mot thing dau bép thdi tha!”

“Thé a7

“Chac 1au Jam khong ra ngoai ha? C6 gi méi
khong?”

“UJ, bi trit chan.”

“Thé a, thoi nhé.”

“Chao.”

Quan x4 § diy sing sta nhung ngudi ta dén
ddy khong phai d€ tin giu ma dé lam viéc. C6
nhi€u buéi séng cudi tuAn mia ddng t6i chi ng co
gl lam, ra quin ngdi doc sach. Mt 1an tdi vé doc
cudn siach néi vé nhitng 1y thuy&t Vit L§ hién
dai. P4y 12 lan dau t6i doc vé 1y thuyét khong
gian thdi gian cua Einstein. Thdi gian c6 thé co
gian! Né&u chiing ta di chuyén nhanh hon 4nh séng,
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ching ta c6 thé di ngude vé qué khi. C6 thé.
Nhiu ngay t6i nhin ra ngoai quan thiy nhiing
didu chung quanh minh khong hoan toan hién
hitu, ching [ nhiing biéu tudng tam thdi.

Toi & trong mdt khu chung cu xubng cip, gia
ré, ndi ngu cu cha nhiing ngudi gia, thit nghiép,
hoc sinh, nhiing tay tim ki€m thé nghiém. To1
khong 15y lam la khi gap dii thit ngudi 16i thoi, b
dang Ki la & day. D6 dién phong 161 6 mot ba
gi da den trong di tht ciy canh nhiét dd trong
phong. Ba trd chuyén quat ming véi ciy cbi nhu
thé ching 1 ngudi. Ba 6n o mot minh 3 trong
phong nhvng im lang ngoii dudng. Con G goc
bén trai gi da tring goc Anh sudt ngay di nhat
réc & hanh lang, gd nhit tirng miu gifiy nho, canh
vun, thu vén. Gap ai ga cing chiio hoi li nhi, nhung
hay nhin theo. Ting trén c6 nhifng nguoi thanh
nién dep d& nhung khé hi€u, ho hay bi&én mét
nhidu ngay rdi dn 20 ndo nhiét sudt dém Khi trd
v&. Thinh thoang 6i cham tran & cau thang may,
thAy ho nhem nhudc bé bé&t nhung 4dnh mat vui
vé han hoan. Toi 14y 1am la! Nhiéu lan 16i ngac
nhién d€ ¥ khi minh da budc ra § tang mot, ho
viin & lai trong thang méy di ti€p xudng tAing hAm!
D6 a mot ting him 1dn tredc day dung lam bal
ddu xe, nay hu hong, chat day rac rudi, vat dung
tit cil. khong den dudc, toan chudt bo.

Mot lan khong cAm ndi sy 10 mo, 101 mon men
md xudng cin ham xuc mui 4m mdc. Chang co
gi. Pb dac ngbn ngang, oh€ sb pha, ban gb giy
chin, mdy giat mop méo, quan 4o cil... Gitta nli
a5 dac ph€ thai Ay 161 nhan ra mot 161 di ludn
lach qua cic chudng ngai. Tor di len qua nhing
hang cbt, di quanh vao mot ngach nho. Ngach
nay la ndi ti€p giap gitta hai diy chung cw, mot
lAn hep 4nh sang & trén cao, dat ¢ dudi. Mat dat
"hin thin v&i nhiéu v&t chén di lai. Toi di sdu vao
va nhin ra mot miéng ham dn sau vao long dat.
Ding lic 4y mdt con bé budc ra nhem nhudc, né
nhin t6i trd tr0. Toi Ap ung:

“Ti to md qua! Chi mudn biét qua cc ban
lim gi dudi nay.”

“Tim ki&m"" Giong con bé 1€ ré.

“Tim gi th€?”

“Ch&ng bi€t” Mot lic sau né nhin vai: Anh
xubng di” N6 di trude toi di sau. Va nh thé, lan
Ay t61 kham phé ra th€ gidi clia ho.

T6i bi cudn hiit va gia nhdp ngay vao ca thé
oidi Ay. T6i va nhitng ngudi tre sOong va di lai trong
nhitng ting ham dao khip dudi long thanh pho.
Cubc dao x6i hitng thi 1dm, ching to1 im dudc
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nhiéu vat la, cit lai, lau chui, dem ban J phieén
cho trdfi cudi tudn trén phd. Thudng nhitng mon
c6 th€ ding hoac trung bay dudc d& ban hdn,
phitng mén qua xa la va khéc biét ban dudc gia
cao nhung rat khé ban. Dau viy ching t0i chang
Ki€m chéc dudc bao phiéu, thudng bon mua di
ban lai bi&t d4nh béng, mdi chao d cia hiéuriéng
ki&m chac hon nhiéu. Ching t5i khong quan tim
Im. cai viéc dao bdi trong nhiing tang ngam tich
biét t5i tam thi kich thich dén k¥ la.

Khoang thdi gian dau t6i dao cAn min lim,
khoét rong nhung thi thoang chi dudc nhitng mon
nhé thuting thay: bd Am vudng me miéng khong
hoan chinh. cAi khay dén biing dong c6 cham khic
hoa vin, con dao bac cong vong mét phan nam &
cén, dai loai th€. HAu hét i khong bin dugc
nhitng mén 4y, nd di san day & chd.

Mai J4u sau nhd con bé gap budi dau mach,
{di mdi nhAn ra minh chi dao quanh. Nhitng dira
kinh nghiém dho vé mot phia, ching dao xa lim,
c6 khi mét biét, rdi thinh linh xuat hién mang vé
mén bd. The 1a i va con bé cung dao mai xa
vao mbt hudng, tim dudc nhiing mon 16n hdn.
Nhitng vién da co khic hinh nbi didng ngudi cO
ahdy mia, nhitng dong xu hoen i, cay sung nong
dai mAt bang, van van.

M6t 1An tdi mang ra chg mon dac biét im dudc.
Ngudi ta déng xam xitlai coi. Bo la mot kh61 vubng
vifte mau nau trong va thim. Bén trong 0 nhi€u
vét hinh ding cua rdm 13, mot 6 tron dan nhu a
chim. va ¢6 vai vét phiy dang nhw chi viét

“Thai phai rdi, ddy 1a cai long diic dé giit lai
dwdc nhitng mén trong ay chdt gi?” Ngudi ta ban
tan.

“Mbt viin ban cling nén.”

“NG lam t6i nghi dén mét cai gi het sic dac
trung, hét sitc don gian v& mot diéu nghi¢m tac
nao do”

“Trd ndm!” Ciing ¢6 ngudi bao.

Ct thé ho ban lndn gia thiét.

Mot ngudi trd toi mén tien kha rdi mang né di.
Pam ddng tan ra ngay, toi ngdi trd lai. That tic
cudi, 161 cam thiy mét mat.

M6t Jan i khdm phé ra cai ngéch nho. Ping

-~

sau cai ngach dd chuc dita bé dd bay tim tudi
kéo tay t6i chay thut vao can him dai hodm hodm.
Sau mot hdi dai di quanh queo nhing khoang da
hep chiing dén toi ra bai phiing tréng ddy tuyét,
ddng nudc déng bang, canh cay (riu xudng nhitng
thanh d4 dai. C6 miy cin nha quét voi tring, sd
sai nhung sach sé. Ping dudi nhiing lum ciy ral




rac diy d6 nhicu cap dang 6m hdn nhau, ho cling
bat déng nhu khoi bang. Cai gi do rat yén binh
va thanh khi€t. Mai 1au 1dm toi mdi ditt ra ma di
dudc.

Khi tr§ vé tdi khoét rong mdt phan ham lén
thanh hai gian ngian nidp. Con bé mang don vao
mdt it 46 dac. Mdi ban dao dudc chut gi ¢ dudc it
tién, ching 61 lai mua sim thém vat dung thiét
jFEIJ d& bay bién. Chiing tbi trif A mot it rigu, udng
mbi ngay, nhiéu hom chang thi€t ra dén ngoai.

Nhu'ng du vy, dém dém trong can ham hai
glan Ay, toi ci thay dl.rdng nhu minh dang rdi
xudng mot cai hd vudng van, ma khi ngudc nhin
l&n chi thiy vach dét cao vit, mai trén dinh thap
thodng tan ciy cua cdnh ring gia nguyén thuy.
Khong hi€u sao t6i ¢t nghi gia dinh o1 d trén
diy. C6 thé ho dang chét nhitng khic gb mdi xé,
c6 thé b tHi dang bO tiing nhat bia vao nhii'ng
miéng cii tron, o thé me toi dang to ti€ng la
hoang anh chi id1, t4t cA vAn con 1a nhitng dita beé
nhem nhudc bong bé 14n nhau, ¢6 thé uhling con
heo moi bung phé dang Ui tung mot ving lay, dat
den diic va udt sau nhifng trin mua rifng nhiet
d6i dit doi, cay dang moc vudt lén tranh gianh s
song, nhitng sgi day rimg to 16n cong vong vat
véo dan vao nhau nhu mot bic nidug vitng chai
hi€n ngang. To1 muén goi to 1én nhicu 1an nhung
didu d6 1am cho con bé hoang sg! Con bé hoi:

“Sao thé?”

“Ching sao ca.” Toi ddp. Con bé ngoanh di tf
Iw rdi thd dai. Toi hoi:

“Sa0 thE?”

“Chfng sao cA.” Nghi saon6 lainoi thém: “Nhd
ngay con bé!”

(4 hai chiing 81 ngoanh di.

Ciing c6 lic tdi ndi that ra moi diéu van chua
&n. Con bé vAn im ling nhin mii lén nhifng mang
g6 trén dinh tran. Ching 6 nam d6 rat tam bg!

M6t hém ci nhém dang ngdi tin phét bén chi€n
Idi phAm, mot ga trung nién thinh linh chui ra tif
mbt ngach ham. Trong ga réu ra bui bam, tram
ngam va vﬁ'ng chai. Tui t8i nhao nhao héi ga:

“PDwdc miéng nao khong?”

Ga chang tr4 135 nhin chién 1di pham cia chiing
thi mot ldc roi noi:

“Pao nbéng qua! Qm vi.con dao xai!”

“Thé& ¢6 tim dudc gi khong?” Tdi nong nay.

Neudi gi trdng tron. D vy trong ga thanh
thoi nhu mot ngu‘tﬂ dudc cha.

“T6 thay roi, céc cau cu’ dao vé hm:mg ay,
nhung dao siu xudng.” N6i ro1 g bo di ve hudng

ngudc lai.

Toi nghi mai. DS gan.

Ca bon di tan ra, nhung téi van ngdi do nghl
mai. Ti tin bay gid 161 van song nhu mot miéng
van bi nhd bét quing :{uﬂng dong nudc. NO bap
bénh vidng viu. Thit ra van cff c6 diéu gi d6 xii
bay!

Téi quay (rd v ciin hai gian nhung chi ding d
bén ngoai, goi khé. Con bé budc ra cham khuyu
tay t6i trong bong tol...

ThE 1a tdi “ly khai” vdi bon thanh nién, ti€p
tuc véi rat nhi€u ngay dai mot m;mh Toi kién
nhin dio x6i vd mat din nhu ciu gan gm tlﬁp
xiic. Sau mdt thdi gian din vat cd don 161 bit dau
th&y ¥ tudng minh sing ré vd manh mé, nhan ra
tri 6¢ minh trudc day chua ting bao gid sang 1o
nhw the do nhitng chung dung va co kéo tam phao
vdi nhitng ngudi chung quanh. Téi cam nhan than
thé minh tron ven, cam nhén hoi thd minh tron
ven, cAm nhén kha ning tim ki€m va chi€m linh
tron ven,

Thay vi hiing huc dao x6i ca ngay, (61 bit dau
ling nghe. Trong nhitng gid khic yén finh nhat,
ap tai vao thanh dat toi nghc cA trim ngan am
thanh li ti hn don. Tiéng Au trung cita minh, ti€ng
ré ciy tich vao long dat, ti€ng réc rach mach
nuSc ngim, tiéng la ling. Toi ¢ vira nghe vifa
dho, khong hi ha khong dan vat. Ngay ngay troi
qua, nhu'ng 4m thanh trd nén ro dan. C6 lic nghe
nhv ti€ng nude chiy trefe mat, to6i voi vang bé
ngoit hudng dao.

Ngay kia t6i phat hién mot canh cifa g0 nang
né tré :{m::rng mbt ben. C6 tiéng ri ram & bén kia.
Téi hé mit nhin vio qua ké nitt khe clta. Doc dai
theo vach hai diy giudng dai, di thit ngudi chen
chiic nim, t6i chi thiy dudc nhitng ban chan héch
Jén hu6ng ra phia ngoai. Nhitng ban chan chia ra
ngay trén hang s6. Ti€ng mot ngudi dan dng rén 1i:

“Chén qua di mAt cic bac nhi!”

“Cé ai ké chuyén gi di nao.” Mot giong kKhac.

“Trd Ay nham!”

“Nay ciu, cAu dirng nim co nhu the, dd chat”
C6 ti€ng trd minh.

“Th€ da da chua?”

“P{ thé ndo dude.”

“Thé thi toi chin.”

“T] biét the&” Im lang hoi lau,

“Bao lau roi nhi?”

“Chang nhg”

Nhiéu ti€ng st soat ngu’:ji ta trd minh. Ticng
gii lung. Ti€ng ngay. Co ti€ng thd dai. ROi tit ca

THE K7 21 - SO 198 THANG MUGTL, 2005 - 115




im ling. Chi thdy nhitng d6i ban chin va gAu quan.
To1 thd dai ngao ngan dao qua hudng khac.
C6 lic nghe tiéng lfu riu, t6i moi thdc t&i, dat

sat ra 16 cin ham thap va dai, vai trim con vit

tring cac cac chay don vé mot géc. Rom lay nhay
vin w6t rai ric. J mot g6c ham van leo lét lira
thip ciia ngon dén diu, mot c4i nén 14, mdt cii
siao triic va cai 40 tdi. Chi€c 4o lam tir so dira,
dip dap va dan két, c6 ci phian choang qua vai.
N6 cii den, xd mudp ra & phan ti. Phia cudi ham,
tdm phén tre xdc xéch. Bén ngoai tim phén Ay
chic hin hudng ra canh dong lia nudc, hin cd
nhiéu by dit vi con song nhd chay qua mdt x6m
v6i nhiéu ludi vé6 chin ngang. Toi nhin rat lau,
cAm thdy phan khich mot cich k¥ la, khong thé

I¥ eidi dude vi sao lai thich thi nhu th€ khi chi

kham pha ra mot khung cidnh tam thu®ng nhu the,

Hinh nhv né khéng han chi 14 s phin khich, mot

phin ndo cdm ddng. Sau dé toi se s& tram lai 16

hong ma minh vita moi ra. Cin hAm nim d6 nhu

mot diu di€m.

Nhung thim chi con thich thi hon khi mot lan
toi tim ra han mot phién chd d&@m. Canh mua ban
lao xao0, bong nhitng ngudi dan ba mac ao ba ba,
quén khin, di chin dat, ganh hai 16 hang vdi nhitng
ngon den hot vit le 16i. Ho ngdi doc bén mdt con
dudng cat, cling co ké€o, ciing rao hang, cling ga
qué quang quac, ciing cai va, khé thos, cling mac
ca ciing goi giit lung, bing 1ong nhung chic luGi.

T6i ngdi xudng hoi ngudi dan ba ban hanh ci:

“Ba di day la ddu?”’ Ba van nhanh nhau chio
hang vdi nhitng ngudi dang rao. Lic sau ba néi:

“Nga ba Chd Hom.”

“Th& gin xi Giong Trém 27 T6i hoi hop.

“Chu dang gitin 27" Ba trdn mit. Téi hoi tiép:
“Sao?”

Ba ti€p tuc rao hang “Nam chuc hai md, hai
md nam chuc, mai do.”

“Thé xd Gidng Nénh?”

“Nghe néi xi giai tin tit hdi con danh nhaun!”
Lin nay ba tra 15i.

“Sao thé?”

“...chic 1a tan phd, nghe n6i con ring tre chay.”

BAy gid thi t6i lai nhd ra thém, x4 Gidng Nénh
c6 con dudng rit trd, mdi budi trua ning n6 4o
Ién, boc hoi 1én nhit thé sip chay. Thinh thoang
c6 nhitng ngudi dan ba mac quin den doi nén 14
ganh di liéu xiéu bé ti. Toi nai ni hoi thém:

“Th€ ngudi ta di dau?”

“Chéc 1a vao thanh phd, hay di ddu khong 16

“Thé& cdon nhitng con bo?”
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“Chdc la bi bin chét qud!”

“Sao lai th€?” Tv dung t6i nhd lai hinh anh
dan bd di trén nhifng ngon ddi dat do, ding sau
xa xa 1a dAy ritng nhiét d6i, ching chim rai, mit
chiing w6t nhem.

“Lam sao di tgi 4y?”

“MAt dudng roi, ciu difng gidn nita” Ba quin
lai c4i khian vudng ké soc ca ro 16n trén dau. Sau
thay t61 thit vong, ba lai néi thém:

“Ma c6 ai bi€t chic diu, chi nghe néi thé.
Chuyén tir hoi xua!”

Ba gia |am toi budn rau. Toi khong tin thé, tdi
van nghi hin diu d6 giita ritng van con vet ra
mot khoang vudéng, ma trong dé nhitng ngéi nha
van con nguyén ven, c6 1& ching con ai, 1du qua
rdi con gi! Hin vAn phai con nhitng cdi cong tre
x0c xéch, ma khi muén md phai nhic han mot
dau 1&n. Hoac chi it nhitng con heo moi vdi thit
ton tai ban ning ciing thich nghi dudc véi doi
sOng rirng rii ma thinh thodng trd vé di lai nghénh
ngang giita nhitng ngdi nha tréng ving.

Téi 18 d& chan ndn. Cling chang biét tai sao!

Mot ngay kia khi tit cd s ham muén tim ki€m
gan nhu sdp lui tan, su thd d 1am t6i ludsi biéng, thi
t61 lai dio triing 6. Thoat diu t61 moi ra dudc chi€c
cau thang gb c6 canh tay vin, né bi gay ngang, c6
phin muc nat. Téi phii nhitng 16p dit bén ngoii
va nhin ra chi€c thang quen lim. Bén thanh cla
chi€c thang con dudng v& rit md hinh mot con
ngua, nét v€ nguéch ngoac con nit. 9, mait beén kia
tam gb c6 vai chit ghi ngay thing nam 1957. Roi
t61 moi ra cd man la ng6i, do mot mat réu mdt mat,
mot diu hinh cong nhu vy ci dau kia nhd ra nim
ngach nhd. T6i hén hén moi nifa 1dy ra mdt con
dao quim dau udn cong, dau kia mit cin trd ra
miii nhon. Sau con dao t6i lai tim thiy mot khung
g6 déng nep quanh mi€ng Iudi rudi, bén thanh
khung van con dinh c4i nim kéo tron bang nhom.
To1 ngdi bét xudng dat nhin mai vao chi€c lui
rudi thing nat, biy gidf thi t61 dd nhén ra, né chinh
la cil cita nho xiu clia cai chan bat.

Va t61 ngdi nhv the rit ldu c6 cam gidc nhu
minh dang 1A m6t ngudh ditc hanh hodic ti € gi
diy, mOt cAm gidc rat cii. Ching biét toi ngdi dén
bao lau, chi biét 1a lau 1Am! Roi lodng thodng tdi
thAy 4nh ning dang soi thing xudng thinh ludng
ruc 1én ré rang trong mot khodng rong t6i den.
Hang ti ti nhitng hat bui nho vang ong cudn l€n,
bay 1én vJ van trong ludng ning Ay.

Théat ddy, t6i mudn néi cé ca hang ti ti hat bui
nho vang ong cudn l€n bay lén.




nhitng ngu ngdn mién dat hoang

Thiang T la thang de nghiét nhdt, sinh ra
Dinh hitong tic dat chét, tra trén

Ky e va ao udc, khoi day

Ré mon vdi muta xuén.

T.S. Eliot, DAt Hoang (The Wasteland)(1)

dmnh tir bich thiy

Lgi Dan

Trong bai t6i mudn ching minh rdng viin
chuwong dong chinh va vin chudng da mau I mét.
Trong cich phén tich dé tai, t6i khong phAn biét
giita van chudng ciia cic tdc gia di dugc “ton
vinh” (canonized) trong dong chinh va vin chudng
clia cic tic gia da mau dang hdi nhip vio dong
chinh, méa chi chi trong vao ndi dung clia cic tc
phim véi nhitng d& tai xuyén vin héa va xuyén
mau da. Trong khu6n khé ctia bai, vin chuong da
maw/vin chwdng dong chinh duge dinh nghia 1A

vin chu?dng dugc xuit ban trong Anh ngif trén

linh thd Hoa Ky Bai dudc chia lam ba phan: (I)
bdi cinh nhin téng quat vin chuong dong chinh
Hoa Ky va vin chlfcing da mau, chid trong dén
nhitng tac pham bing Anh ngit clia nhiing nha
vin M§ gt::-c A Pong (ma trong thanh phan nay
¢6 bao gbm nhitng nha vin My gbc Viét): (II)
hoan canh mé ta va phin tich nhitng k¥ niém ca
nhén ctia ngudi vi€t nhy nhitng thi du di€n hinh
ctia vin chudng da mau trong bsi cAnh Hoa Ky
va (III) nhin dinh vai trd ngu®i viét trong b&i canh
vin chudng dong chinh Hoa Ky .

Ngoai nhitng tic phdm vin thd dudc dé cip
trong bai, 16i di chon hai tdc phim, bai thd DAt
Hoang ciia T.S. Eliot va ti€u thuy&t Ngutyi V& Hinh
(Invisible Man) ctia Ralph Ellison d€ déng khung
cho bdi canh thio luin.

Dat hoang & diy vira I nén vin minh Tay
th:lng ma & thé ky truGc Eliot da chén nin nghi
ring chi con nhitng manh vun di€u tan vi vo
nghia, vira, theo t61 nghi, 1a tiéu bi€u clia Hoa
Ky—mién dit gan nhw d8i nghich véi qua kh
va lich sit. Thang Tu trong ciu dau clia baj thd
vira la cidch T.S. Eliot 4m chi doan m& diu bai
thd Trung C6 Canterbury Tales ciia Chaucer, vira
c6 the tiéu bi€u cho “thang T den” clia Viét Kidu
hai ngoai. Toi thay diing Eliot nhw mét cii khung

cling rat hdp vdi boi cinh théo ludn vi dng khong
nhitng 14 nha tho thich khai phé nhitng thé thg
mdi vira |a motnha phe binh vin chm:ing ma ngay
& doan diu ciia th€ ky hai mudi d& mudn phong
phi héa dnng chinh vin hoéa 'lﬂy Phudng véi
nhifng tdc phdm tir vin chudng A E)ﬂng DAt
Hoang la mét cich Eliot sdng thé lai truyén thong
vin chudng thE gidi, gom nhét nhitng minh vun
cua nhiing nén vin minh cii d€ xay dung lai mit
ncn vin minh phd quat véi cdi nhin trung thuc
theo chi thuy&t hién sinh.

Y niém v hinh ma Fllison di khai thac trong
tdic phaim dudc nhin tir nhiéu phia, v6 hinh nhw
mot trang thdi cia ngudi da mau ding bén 1&
cudc séng, bi xi hdi dong chinh ti¥ chéi su hién
hitu ciia minh. V6 hinh ciing la c4ch ngudi da mau,
khi mu6n hoi nhip vio dong chinh, di lam minh
“trdng ra” d€ khong bi soi méi d€ y. Hay v6 hinh
cing ¢6 thé nhw mdt phuong thitc du kich nguy
trang, tra trdn vao dong chinh nhung chwa hoan
toan 16t xic.

|. Boi Canh
Tit 1du 1dm rdi, t6i viét vi tdi d3 mAt niém tin.

Nhu mot ten du kich, t6i vi€t d€ giai tda va ciing
lic cht vén c4i nhin nu6c d6i ctia minh. Toi khong
mudn bi coi nhv mét ngudi viét da maw, hd}’ chi
cho da méu doc. C6 thé vitdi la nglrdl viét thudc
th& hé 1.5: dén Hoa Ky vao Ita tudi mudi ba vi
dd song ¢ Hoa K¥ trong 30 nim qua; c¢é thé tdi
da hdp thu nén méng vin héa rit mau thuin cda
Hoa Ky: tinh thdn hgp chiing qudc nhu mat 4p
ch€ chinh tri cin thi€t nhung ludn ludn bAp bénh
trén nhu'ﬂg vdn hoa di ddn ¢6 ldp nam tmug lanh
thd; c6 thé Anh ngit va Viét ngit di xoin lai nhu
vong DNA trong tim canh t6i va trd nén hai
phuong tién trao déi tuy tién; c6 thé vi nginh
chuy€n mon cia t6i 1a nganh Luit (vi vi bi méo
m6 nghé nghiép t6i thudng nhin tring héa den),
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ma 161 khong thiy cé su khic biét giita vin chuong
da mau vi vin chudng Hoa Ky dong chinh: vin
chuong da mau li vin chudng dong chinh. Nhu
nha viin gbc Do Thai Saul Bellow da ndi, néu ching
ta chi biu viu va-::r dinh nghia rat han hep ctia Hoa
K}r nhu mé6t nén vin hba da trang phét xuat tir Tﬁy
Au, thi hiu nhu t4t ci moi sic dén khac sinh song
irén Hoa K¥ sé& tr8 thanh v6 hinh(2). Van chudng
da mau & Hoa Ky 1a mdt cich “tao hinh™ hodc
tao st hién hifu trong mdt t6 quéc da chiing va vi
thé trd nén mot dinh nghia can ban cho vin chudng
Hoa Ky.

CAm gidc mét niém tin cia mot ngudi khdng
lam ::hﬁ ngdn ngit va vin hoa di xuyén qua mau
da, gan giii nhu mot ndi cd doc bat tin. Vi nhitng
xung dot vé vin hﬂﬂ da khong lam cho ngdn ngﬁ'
c6 b cBi 1o rét, vin dé hing lam (61 suy tr'la vin
d& nhin dang vin héa nhdp nhang giita din ban
x& Hoa K¥ va ngudi di dan. Dan ban xi Hoa Ky
cling chi [4 nhitng ngudi di dén da dén Hoa Ky ti
bao th€ hé trudc. Van chudng di dan, vdi dé tai
th€ gidi cii ddi nghich vdi thé gidi méi, ca nhin
d8i nghich vdi cong dong, qua khi doi nghich
véi tudng lai, k& ngoai I& d6i nghich vdi xad hoi
ha khic va bai ngoai, theo dinh ménh lich sit da
va dang t4i sinh nhitng huyén thoai khdi nguy€n
ctia nén vin minh Hoa Ky. Huyén thoai chinh
clia Hoa Kj‘,r 1a huyén thoai ctia mdt x{ s méi
mii d tudi thi€u nién hoang glﬁug, dan thén khai
phd mot thé gidi bao la va huyén 4o. Nha tho
Walt Whitman, me ngutii Hoa Lan, b8 ngudi Anh,
ngay tf giita th€ ky 19 da cam nhén dudc sic
song da vin hoa cing diy ctia Hoa Ky & Ita tudi
mdi ldn:

Téi nghe Hoa Ky dang ca hdt, nhitng bai ht
da y da tinh

téi dd nghe. . .

Mdi ngudi hdt voi tiéng hdét riéng, khong ai
gidng ai . ..

Vuon cao giong hdt vdi miéng mad rong, nhing
bai hdt himg trang, vdi diéu nhac say long....(3)

Hoa Ky 14 hinh dnh mdt xi& s§ tw cho minh
mot st ménh khai phd (manifest destiny) khong
dung ting qua khi hodc dia vi giai cip. Van
chudng dong chinh clia Hoa Ky tir thé ky 19dd la
vin chuong cia nhitng ké khong nha mat nudc,
bi x& hoi bé bén I da dung Iy tri, hodc cdi nhin
“biit cAn ddi” hoan toan doc lip ctia minh dé sdng
tao lai thé gidi rnﬁl dbng thai citu vt ké sa thé
da bi th€ gidi cii rudng bd. Trong ti€u thuyét nbi
i€ng cia Mark Twain, Huck Finn, mot dda ré
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md ¢bi ca cha lin me, mdt dda ré ma xa hoi ky
thi mau da trudc cude Ndi Chién Hoa Ky da khong
th€ nao “vin minll héa” da cung Jim, mdt ngudi
no lﬁ da den muén thoat khdi s& phin cium xiéc,
ngdi chung cii be trol rén giong song Missis-
sippi, hai nha cach mang tién phong cho mét thé
gidi binh dang khéng phén biét mau da. Tudng
t, bai tho khic trén bé tugng than Tw Do - Ba
Me ctia Ngudfi Luu Vong - da nhu mét i tuyén
ngtn si menh;

“Dat xua oi, mi giit [4y nhitng phong cach mau
me,

Tugng Thén phdn véi bo mdi im ldng,

Pua cho ta ddm dan nghéo, mét moi,

lam 1ii co ro mudn thé bau khéng khi ti do,

ddm rdc rudi khén citng trén bén bo 16n nhin,

G cho ta, nhiing ké khéng nha, bi bao gio
cudn troi,

Ta sé soi dube ditng bén canh cita vang.” (4)

Tuy nhi€n, chinh vi Hoa K3 hinh nhu chi hudng
vé twong lai ma khong can dém xia gi dé&n lich
sit, viin chudng Hoa K trong thé kif 20, qua chién
tranh, nhitng ddt di dan t Enug Au va A Chau,
va qud trinh k¥ nghé hoa da biéu 16 nhi€u mat
mat, nhiéu minh v, ma nguyén nhan cling la sy
d4nh d6 tan tanh thé gidi cil. Trong Gatsby Huyén
Thoai (T he Great Gatsby) cua F.Scott Fltagerald
Gatsby ¢0 phu lap nhitng ky thi vé giai cAp de
chinh phuc lai Daisy, ngudi y€u cil thudc gia thé
thudng lun di bo y di 13y chong giau. Trong tac
phim, DaiS},r dep rc rd va hay méic nhiing y phuc
mau tring, tiéu bi€u cho ‘Gnc Md Hoa Ky™ ma
bao nhiéu ngudi di din mudn theo dubi nhu mot
cich thu hoi lai danh du va nhén ban. Mac du
Fitzgerald chi lmmj; nhung khong néi thang, nhin
vat Gdtsbj-,r c6 thé Ia ngudi di din Do Théi ¢8 hiy
diét gbc gac cil va bo tén cii la James Gatz haug
cach tao cho minh mdt nhén dang Aﬂglu” day
nhifng hu}ren thoai cta phi€u Ivu va chién ‘[h:mg1
nhing cudi cling ciing vin méat Daisy, va mit ca
tinh mang. Trong Am Thanh vA Phan N& (The
Sound and The Fury), William Faukner md td sy
sup d6 luwdng tAm va dao gmc- cia gia dmh
Compson, mdt gia dinh bé th€ da tring & micn
Nam Hoa Ky din din lun bai trong nhifng ndm
sau Noi Chi€n, qua cdi nhin gay vun khong thdi
gian (mot cai nhin “vo nhiém nguyén tdi” cho
mdt béi canh diy tdi 161) chia Benjy, ngm:il con
trai trong gia dinh bi bénh cham [:-hat trién tAm
I¢. Trong Nguti Cu Thé Trén Péng Lia Mach
(The Catcher in the Rye), cau thiéu nién Holden

==



Caulfield, vi khéng mudn 16n 1én dé wd thanh
con nguti dao difc gia (phony), da tv ¢b lap héa
va chi c6 thé gin giit dudc b tho—giil lai trang
thai v6 nhiém nguyén t6i trudc suf tan pha khong
thé trdnh cia twong lai—béing cich cit ddt moi
lién hé véi xa hoi. (Holden Caulfield, vdi cii nhin
tiéu cuc, c6 thé xem nhu phdn luidn cia Huck
Finn, nhédn vat dd cifu ngudi nd 1& da den Jim).
R&i dén ciu thd md diu bai thd Gao (Howl) clia
Allen Ginsberg, Ta nhin tin mit nhitng dinh cao
tri tué clia th€ hé ta bi hliy tiéu vi con dién, d6i
say cudng tran trui” di tiéu biéu cho mdt that
vong nio né: st ménh khai pha ctia Hoa Ky di
trd nén mét thdi do xdm ling 4p ché tr do tr
tudng, ma 161 thoat duy nhit cho ngudi nghé si la
can sa v ma tiy. Van chudng dong chinh Hoa
Ky trong th€ ky 20 da
ra mat thach thirc 4nh
nhin tu tdn t¥ man cha
chinh quéc gia nay,
phoi bay nhitng nguy
trang clia huyén thoai
khai phé/sdng thé va
I'lhﬁ'ﬂg hoai ]'_'lghl & Ché‘ Fahen -
vin chudng da mau [Er& i 4
dudc xudt ban trong
Anh ng¥ trong vong
nim mudi ndm qua,
song song vd1 s bi
cuGng bach vao xa hoi
dong chinh Ia mét thai

AL
'''''

e

di”’ G€ song trong xa hoi da tring. D& tra thi lai,
ngudi v hinh da den trong tdc phdm di thanh
mot tén du kich cau di€n trom tif nha nuéc, dung
béng dén cham téa sang can phong nhw nguc th
co lap.”Anh sang la sitc manh,” ngudi da den vo
hinh qui quyét nhv mdt ding Tao Héa “bat hdp
phap.”

Gén day, trong Trudng Hop Vd Chong N gudi
Ho Hull (The Hull Case), v6i phong canh lich st
cia Hoa Ky trong thip nién 1950, Peter Ho
Davies, mdtnha vin ngudi Welsch goc Trung Hoa
hién dang day hoc & My, m0 t4 su ran nét gin
nhv v hinh clia mét cip vg chong sau khi bi
“aliens” bat céc. Ngudi chong da den, vi da 6
kinh nghiém bi k¥ thi mau da, khéng tin 14 minh
da dudc bon aliens kén chon nhu mét giéng dan
di€n hinh cho
lodi ngudi vdi
nhitng diéu kién
dic sdc, lo
chuyén gép go
1a di€m khéng
may man vi
mudn ém nhem
chuyén bi bat
coc. Ngudi vd
da tring vdi
nhiéu 1§ tutdng
nhung khong ¢
mot kinh
nghiém gi vé

do chit van ndi tam:

phanh phui cdch cdu

tric nhéin dang ctia ngudi da mau nhu nhitng nguy
trang cho su’ song con trong xa hdi dong chinh,
hodc nhu nhitng ¢b 14p héa @€ chéng lai c4i nhin
“chup mii” vé mau da clia x4 hdi dong chinh; tat
¢ déu 1a nhitng n6 Iue hiu o8 han gin lai, hodc
trd thi, nhitng méit mat, nhitng vun vd qua 1én
lao clia s8 phan ngodi €. Giao diém cha vin
chudng dong chinh va vin chuong da mau, odi
odm thay, da bat dau tir mdt ¥ niém sit me, tr
mdt § niém bi méit Thién Dudng, tif mdt ¥ niém
pham t5i 18 tong (original sin) va bi Thuong D&
b roi. Nh quy Lucifer, nguti da mau phai sdng
thé& lai thé gidi clia dia nguc. Bit diu vdi Ngudi
Vo Hinh, Ralph Ellison, mot vin hao My ngudi
da den, di dinh nghia su vd hinh clia nguti da
mau qua hai thai do: su ky thi cia xa hoi dong
chinh, va cich nguti da mau phai lam minh “tring

tam trang tu ti
ciia anh chong,
nghi ring diéu
ho gip aliens ciing giéng nhiym6t nhiém mau trong
Kinh Ciru Udc, mdt st ménh thiéng liéng, va lic
dudc tha vé mubn di bao hét cho moi ngubdi...(5)

D61 v6i thin phin ngudii da mau, hinh nh §
niém “dude chon” (nhue mdt gidng dan dude Chia
chon) chi 12 mdt nguy bién vé ngdn ngit, 1a phudng
phiap k& manh diing d€ cudng hi€p ngudi “bi
chon.” Trong Nha Nguy (Fake House), Pinh Linh
da dinh nghia “nha nguy” nhu tAm trang mAt cin
ban (va nhédn ban) clia mdt con ngudi bi vin hda
va lich st dao thai —mot tam trang chi ¢6 phong
ma khéng ¢6 nén méng clia mot can nha hay
mot ban sic thire thu. . .(6) Pinh Linh dé ting Nha
Nguy cho “the unchosen”—c6 1€ chi ¢6 nhiing
ngudi khong “bi” chon mdi 1a nhitng con ngudi
thue sy o do.

Monique Thity Dung Triwdng, trong Sach Mudi

inh fidng Tha Tha
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(The Book of Salt), di cAu triic mdt giong néi rt
vin vé mau me, mot giong néi lich lJam nhdn nhua
vi déi tra cho Binh—ngudi dau bép clia Gertrude
Stein va Alice B. Toklas. Cb dung giong néi cua
Binh d€ md tA mot nhin dang con ngudi “bi chon”
trong thdi thuc ddn Phap—dong finh luyén i,
nita duc ni¥a cai, nita ta nita tdy. Binh hi€n ding
than xac da vang va nau thic dn, v6i com ta trdn
16n x6n nhitng gia vi va sauce béo ngay, “toan la
nhifng vi dém c6 tinh chit x4m lang xia x6i”...(7)
cho bon ngudi da tring. Monique Trudng thi
nghiém vdi nhitng giong néi nhwmot cach du kich
trong vin chudng: “4n cudp” giong néi cia dong
chinh d€ thét 1én nhitng gi da bi sw k¥ thi vin héa
va mau da bép nghet. Trong bai Ky “Kelly” vé
thdi gian Monique Trudng ciing vdi gia dinh mdi
dén dinh cu tai Boiling Spring, North Carolina,
b cAu tric giong n6i ngudi din mién Nam Hoa
Ky, dé md td tAm trang cla cd—mdt cd bé ty
nan khoéng c6 ti€ng ndi trong ci nghia den va
nghia béng (vi lic dé co chita néi dudc ti€ng Anh
va cAm tudng, v6i khudn mat A Chau “bi hiém,”
bi ba gido coi nhw mdt “con gidc Nhat” vdi cai
tén 12 Pearl Harbor)(8). Tuy nhién, tinh cam cia
Monique Truong v&i mién Nam Hoa Ky, nhu' tinh
cam clia ngudi da mau véi lanh thé Hoa Ky, ¢6
~ nhiéu phitc tap. Monique Truong nhan réng cb
ghét cay ghét ding Boiling Spring—"chifi nia né
va mudn né bi hity diét” nhung dong thdi c6 yéu
va hi€u thiu nhitng dau budn ray rit trong
nhaccountry va viin chudng mién Nam. C6 nhén
xét, “Khi t6i doc tiéu thuyét Absalom! Absalom!
clia William Faukner, t6i di hi€u béi canh tic
phdm dé mot cich siu sic hon 1a bSi cnh ciia
[Maxine Hong] Kingston.”(9)

Ciing vi vidn chuong da mau dé hoi nhap vao
y thitc hé cla vin hda dong chinh, ma nhitng loai
vin quing cdo trong modi trudng thong tin cling
chdi kiéu nhéip nhiing chdm bi€ém véi ¥ niém “co-
lonial”: vira tiéu bi€u cho luc dia, vira tiéu biéu
cho thiii gian danh ddc lip tir Anh Qudc trong
lich sit Hoa Ky . Colonial Williamsburg - mdt thanh
phd chuyén vé nghé du lich thudc ti€u bang Vir-
ginia - da ding trén New York Times Sunday Style
Magazine mdt “huyén thoai” quing cio twa de:
“phan thudc dia cla t6i dd sinh trudng & by cdi
xa (the colonial me was born on distant shores”
kém véi chin dung mot co gai da vang, ma subtext
la su lién hé cia Hoa KV (nguGi dan 6ng) va mot
vin hoa thi€u s& (ngudi dan ba sa cd):

néang cing bubm di tim kiém mét cudc séng tét
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dep hon

& dat mai

O dé, mét ngudi dan dng giau 6, nhimg thidu
thén tinh yéu,

dén theo dudi nang vdi tho tinh va nhilng cudc
khieu vil,

héiu hi tang nang xa xi phdm va thoi trang Au
Chau.

Ho 14y nhau va c6 rit nhiéu con,

hinh nhit liic d6 ngudi ta chita nght ra chuyén

lo so vén dé lign két lau dai. (10)

[y twdng tr do va s mang khai pha da thanh
mot dé tai quang cdo cho mdt dja danh du lich
thi&t lap lai thdi huy hoang cia lich sit Hoa K¥
chi @€ ki€m tién. Cé phéi 181 chim bi€m nhap
nhiing nay rit dién hinh cho cdi nhin nude doi
cia dong chinh-—mdt cam gidc “nhén 161" trén
lAn vdi cdi nhin ha c6 cta chinh sdch t ban?

£

Nhung t6i khéng phai la nguoi Nga; 101 tit
Lithuania, la mot ngieon Dite thart.(11)

HAu nhu chi ¢6 nhitng tAm hon v6i mot cin
ban vin héa ro rét, hay mot nhin sinh quan rat
“Thién” mdi c6 thé dung tiing nhitng xung khic
ngay trong ban sic hodc nhian dang ma khong
cam thay minh bi chi phdi. Trong tic pham Ky
vi€t bing Anh ngit Tir Thanh Ph& Bén Soéng Hong
(From the City Inside the Red River), ¢6 gido su
Nguyén Pinh Hoa di gi4i nghia réing trong truyén
th&ng Khong hoc, con ngudi c6 cd hdi dudc thay
d6i tén goi nhi€u lin trong cudc ddi d€ hgp ing
véi nhitng thay ddi cia hoan cinh. Ong dinh nghia
¥ niém ddi tén nay la “cdch khéng goi thang cai
xéng 1a cdi xéng” (how not to call a spade a
spade)(12). Trong tac phim, gido suNguyén Pinh
Hba k€ chuyén 6ng dude hoc béng sang hoc
Union College & Schenectady thudc ti€u bang
New York vao nim 1948, Tén me dé ma Ong da
dichra ti€ng Anh 13 “ngudi yéu hoa binh” da dudc
anh em sinh vién trong fraternity bao trd dng
“phién dm lai” la Wing-Ding, c4i t€n ¢ nghia
trong ti€ng Anh 14 mdt cudc lién hoan dn 20 nio
loan, gin ngudc hin ¥ nghia nguyén thiy cla
tén me dé. Mic di giong van gido su Hoa trong
tic pham rat My Hoéa (dudm nhi€u nét hai hudc
nhe nhang cta cich dn ndi ban dia trong thép
nién 1950), 18i nhin ddi chia dng 12 16i nhin Khong
Hoc, miu muc, kin ddo. Giong vin clia ong, mac
dir viét thé Ky, van 1A mot giong van ding cho
cdng chiing clia mdt nha hoc gia, tuy thinh thoang



c6 tinh cach khéi hai, khong dudm mét chiit thd
16 ghin giii gi v& ban thin—con ngudi riéng o
clia 6ng gin nhv di trd thanh vd hinh,

Co 1€ gido su Hoa, mot hoc gia da mau, chi
thiy “nhin dang cng chiing” ctia minh (public
self) 14 nhdn dang dang dudc bay td. Trong tac

pham Ky Su D6i Khat ciia Tri Nhé (Hunger of

Memory), nha vin Hoa Ky g6c Mé Richard
Rodriguez nhin dinh ring nhin dang ﬁﬁng chiing
12 nhin dang cin thi€t cho m6t nha vin da mau
vi€t trong dong chinh vi hai I¥ do: (1) ngdn ngit
ciia d&i s6ng tinh than khéng dudc dinh nghia
hay bi han hep bdi nhitng dic thii A nhin va (2)
thanh phan ddc gid, ngoai trinh d6 hiu bi&t ma
idc gia hy vong la siu sic, khong c6 mot khudn
miit, qudc gia, chiing toc, hay tinh gidng nao nhat
dinh.(13) Nhu Pinh Linh da no6i, “La mot nguti
viét da mau t61 luba ludn sd bi day ai vao ‘xém
nha 1a’ (ghetto) cia nhiing ngudi cung mau da,
hay thinh thoang chi didc mdt anh da tring hay
anh da den nao d6 lac vao céi x6m ciia minh chi
vi Iy do hiéu ki mudn ném clia la.”(14) D trong
thé Ky hay 161 vi€t he cAu, nguth vi€t da mau
trong dong chinh thudng nhay cam vé y&u t& ex-
ofic ciia minh, vA mudn cich biét su cin tric clia
ngdn ngil cong chiing trén trang gidy (mdt ngdn
ngit ding ding vin pham va c6t cich cla dong
chinh) ra khéi ngdn ngit clia ddi séng vin héa va
tinh cAm c4 nhan. Nt vin si My géc An D6
Jhumpa Lahir da khai thac su' cach biét giita nhan
dang cong ching va nhan dang ¢a nhan trong tac
pham Tén Goi (The Namesake)(15). Trong sich,
nhin vit Gogol Ganguli cAm thiy bi d& ning bdi
cdi t&n clia minh (15). Gogol 1 t&n anh da dudc
b6 me goi trong nha vi 6ng bd thich doc truyén
ctia vin hao Nga Gogol va cling 12 mot cach tudng
nhd lai mot tai nan hi€m nghéo ma chinh bd Gogol
da tho4t chét, Jdu roi quen miéng di thanh cii
tén chinh thiic cia anh. Gogol khong chiu dudc
cAi tén nay vi né tiéu biéu cho qua khit cha b
me anh va cho phan nhan dang ¢4 nhan thim kin
gan pht mot ndi xAu h ma anh khdéng mudn x4
hoi dong chinh bi€t dén. Lic trudng thanh, Gogol
ddi tén trén gidy 1. Nhu Gatsby, Gogol mudn
dugc modt cai tén khong lam anh bi chi §—mot
cii tén c6 the lam anh v hinh—trong xi hoi dong
chinh. Su v6 hinh trong x4 hoi dong chinh 14 mot
lua chon di nhién 1y twdng hon 14 su vo hinh bén
ngoai dong chinh.

Trong Tt Thanh Pho Bén Song Hong, gido su
Hoa, di chon dé tai ngdn ngit—mbn 6ng day vi
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cling 14 nhéin dang cdng ching ca 6ng—dé néi
d€n “vanh dai tring” (no man’s land)—vé nhing
danh tit va ¥ niém khdng thé nao dich théat giita
ti€ng Viét va ti€ng Anh. Trong thiap nién 1950,
khi day ti€ng Anh cho mot nhém sinh vién ngudi
Viét, gido su Hda thiy sich gido khoa soan ra
bdi ngudi Anh trong b1 canh thanh thi béng nhién
trd thanh tritu tidng vt boi canh néng thdn dudng
thai cha Viét Nam, nhitng tif nhv “hoa tulip,” “may
lanh” “xe dién ngdm.”(16) Ngudc lai, khi con 1a
sinh vién dai hoc trong khi hiu mién dong dc
nghiét ctia mién bic tiéu bang New York, dng
md vé ming ciu, du di, banh chung, ch2 dau
xanh cia Ha N6i nhung khong thé€ nio dién (3
nhifng tif nay cho nhom ban My khong mdt cliit
¥ ni€m gi vé Viét Nam.(17) Duéi mit ngudi My
thai bay gid, gido su Hoa dudc “tai sinh” véi cai
tén Wingding gidn di vi bt cin. Nhin dang chng
ching cia 6ng 14 mit nhéin dang vira mau mutc,
vita hon nhién hoan toan trudc thé gidi mdi—
mot nhan dang khong 6 gi bi hi€m. Khi bi goi 1
ngudii Hoa trong lic dang giit quin 4o, gido su
Hoa chi titc cdi lai minh 1a ngudi Viét. Mat vai
niam sau, dng c6 dip di chdi lén Nitu Udc va nhin
thdy rat nhicu tiém giat i c6 ngudi Hoa lam chi.
Theo cich suy nghi rit diém dam, 6ng nghi lai
ky niém xua, khdng cho ring dé 1a mdt s chup
mil hoan toan c6 tinh cich ki thi ma giai nghia
rang chuyén 6ng bi goi ciing 14 diéu d& hiéu.(19)

N&u ngdn ngi¥ cé the diing nhr mdt cach nguy
trang trong dong chinh, nhitng t¥, nhiing tinh cam
va ¥ niém khong thé dich thodt ciing 14 nhitng b&
tac ép nhot ngudi di din trong nhitng hém cut va
bién ho thanh ngudi vo hinh bé&n 1€ xi hdi dong
chinh. Trong truyén ngin Giap Mit (Face to Face),
ba Hong Khic Kim Mai da n6i d&n st ¢d lip hoa
ctia 16p nha vin nha thd Viét Nam trong thé hé
b6 me t6i—nhitng ngud khong c6 khd ning sing
tac bing tifng Anh:

Sdch ciia té1 khdng bdn duoe rangodi vi chiing
diige viét trong tiéng me dé cua 16i. Téi khdng
nher ai dich sach duioe, vi tién thué dich sdch guici
inde, tie 161 thi khdng dich disge vi kha nédng sinh
ngii cria 161 qua han hep. Téi khéng bén sdch cho
déng bao téi ditpre, vi it ai mudn doc chiing. Cugc
séng lwu vong da dao tao qud nhiéu ngudi viét so
vdi ngudi doc trong cdng déng di ddn.(20)

Py 14 diéu dang ti€c trong qua trinh ti€n héa
clia nén vin hoc nghé thuét di dAn da mau. Anh
ngit, di mubn di khong, da thanh ngdn ngit phd
quit (lingua franca.) N€u muén dudc vao dong
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chinh, n€u mudn dwde xa hodi dong chinh nhin,
nghe, va xdc nhan sy hién hitu cia minh, ngudi
viét di din da mau phai diing ngdn ngit clia dong
chinh d€ phdi bay trang thii “mat di sdn” (dis-
possessed) clla minh. Hon nita th€ ky trudc, nha
vin Saul Bellow da dat cAu hoi: “Ngdn ngit nao
ma tt ca ching ta cé th€ diing d€ néi chuyén, su
viéc ndo ma tit ci chiing ta cé thé cim nhén, c6
thé thd'y chiy long, c¢6 thé 1am chiing ta khéc, vai
trd nio ching ta c¢6 thé tw danh cho chinh minh,
ngdn nglt nio 1a ngdn ngit chung cua y thic
hé&?’(21) Theo 6ng, tic phim Ngudi Vo Hinh da
thanh cbng trong giong van dbc lap cua Ellison,
mét giong van “trung dung” xuyén mau da
(middle of consciousness), ding nhu vin cau déi
thoai cho nhitng sic déin thi€u s§ dang sinh song
trén lanh thd Hoa K¥.

Tuy phién, su bit budc phdi dung ngbn ngit
dong chinh d€ phat biéu, nha chuyén ngu nit phai
bo dudi cd dé c6 chin ngudi, di bi€n ngudi da
méu trd thanh mot con ngudi ludn ludn hoai nghi,
hay t& hdn, mdt loai “€ch ngbdi day gi€ng coi trdfi
bing vung” dudng duong t dic tudng 1am hoidc
t doi 1ong minh, 14 ta diy di chinh phuc dugc
dong chinh. Diéu nay lam t6i lién twdng dén
nhitng truyén cuc ngin day ¥ thic soi moéi (self-
consciousness) cia Pinh Linh. Anh ciu tric
“Ngudi Tu Vi Tu Bién” nhu mét truyén ngu ngdn
dao ngudc lai huyen thoai sing th€, mang méing
gidc md budm cia Trang Ti. Trong truyén nay,
Pinh Linh mé ta tim trang nira hoai nghi, nira tu
min vo cin o clia nhin vit chinh, c6 thé 1A mot
ngudi t vi su song con da wd nén Tao Héa (hay
quy Lucifer), hoic chinh y 1a Tao Hoa da bi thé
gidi minh sdng tao ra cam t:

Hiin cdm thdy chién thédng: ddy di trong nguc
th tréng trai, hin di bi twdc doat hét moi cdi,
nhung qua su cé gdng diing cdm, hdn da sdng
thé lai vii tru. Hén cé (gdn hét) moi thit vi hén
cé (gdn hét) moi chit trong cd mdt ngbn ngi.
Nhung thuce su ra ngudri tie &y khéng thu héi dugc
gi ca.

Hén chi nght nhu vdy vi hdn phdi nght nhu
vdy. Sau bao nhiéu thip nién vin dung tri lic
khéng ngiing, két qua ciia su lao déng nay, mot
tit ma héin chdce chdn biét la “tu dién,” ciing chi
vi né duoce in trén bia quyén sdch ma hdn biét
chdc chdn la quyén ti dién. Vi ngay ca khi han
tiép xiic vdi dinh nghia “ngudi tit,” va con thudc
long dinh nghia dy, hdn cling chdng biét rang
hén da doc vé hin.(22)
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il. Hoan Canh:

Toi bit dau vi€t tir khi ti nhin ring ngdn ngll
c6 thé gitp t6i kham phd mdt giong ndi trung
thire thoét ra khéi nhitng b€ tic ctia mat mat. C6
thé t6i d4 mAit niem tin ngay lic bé vi t6i khdng
c6 mdt ¥ niém 16 rét gi vé vin héa hay cong
dbng. Toi sinh ra va 16n 1én & mi€én Nam, nhung
gia dinh b8 me va 6ng ba hai bén nodi ngoai la
dan Bac Ky di e nam 1954. Lic bé, td1 doc Ha
N6i1 36 Pho Phudng ctia Thach Lam nhung chua
bao givs bict Ha Noi. O truding, t6i néi giong Nam
d€ khéi bi chiing ban tréu gheo. U nha, ba i
cho 161 #n rau mudng ludc chim nuwdc mim dam
siu chua, thit heo ludc chdm tuong 6t Cu ba,
nhung ngoai gia dinh tdi, toi khong quen biét ai
la ngudi Bic ci. Nha tbi & trong quin Nam, gan
Chg Lén, chung quanh 14 nhitng ti€m tap hda,
nha cifa cliia nhitng thudng gia ngudi Hoa. Ngudi
|6n n6i ngudi Hoa tinh lndém thudm, khong an &
sach nhu ngudi minh.

[iic t6i mudi mot tudi, t61 hay nghi v€ nhifng
§ niém so sanh, gitta nhitng diéu tdi dung tri tudng
twdng d€ dodn mo va nhifng di€u tdi dudc biét.
Hinh nhu cach t6i dude gido duc tr lic bé dua
trén nhiéu diéu doin mo, vi ngudi 16n it cit nghia
cho 161 nhitng diéu toi thac mac. Lic d6 t6i dimg
ngdn ngit nhu mot thé tric nghiém, dua ra nhitng
¥ ki€n nita nhu két luéin, nita nhu thit thach. Ngay
trong ti€ng Viét 1a ti€éng me dé toi da hay hoai
nghi. Y niém cHng ddng ctia t6i 12 mdt hoai bao,
mét tritu tugng. Khi con 1a hoc sinh D& That Trung
Vudng nhin dwde dé luin “TA Mot Dan Ki€n,”
toi da vi€t nhw sau: “Pan ki€n, ¢6 con vang, con
den, con do, khong nhur din My ky thi mau da,
di cAn cl 1am viéc rit chim chi sudt mot budi
sang ma khong hé ¢6 vu x6 sat cdi nhau.” Khi
phén tich tdc phAm Con Trau clia Tran Tiéu trong
mot budi thuy€t trinh, toi dd ra ciu héi cho doi
thii: “Theo chi thi din lang trong tic phim theo
thuy&tduy vt hay duy thin? D&i thi clia tdicling
vdi ca 10p ngd ra trude cAu hoi gan nhy lac dé
navy.

Duy vét hay duy than, hién hitu hay lip luin—
hai th€ cuc ndy nhu di ding co cai nhin ctia 61 tit
ngiy con bé. Liic Ay, t6i ¢6 ¢ niém 18 md vé nudc
M§ qua nhiing cdu chuyén nghe 16m tif ngudi
16n. Ngudi My boc dong. Ngudi My on 0. Ngudi
M§ hén nhién. Mia he 72, ldc di nghi he & Viing
Tau vdi gia dinh, mot hém cling vai chi gitp viec



t01 tinh cd di ngang qua terrace bar
cua biét thy Grand Hotel. Trong
san biét thu, mdt nguwdi dan ong
My, co6 1€ la linh M¥ trong thdi
gian R&R, dang nhiay ma trin
trudng trén ban rudu. C6 thé anh
ta dang ca hat mdt bai nhac rock
cudng dién, hay ciing c6 thé anh
ta dang khéc l6c rong than. Nhitng
am thanh ky la phat xuat tir anh ta
dd lam nhiéu ngudi chi ¥ ding
lai, nhung hau nhy khéng ai d€ ¢
dé€n than thé trin trudng cla anh,
Ho lao xdo, chic no “mat,” chic
no nhd nha nén no khoc. La con
nit, 161 difng tré6 mat nhin. Mau da
tring, gin nhv dé hong qui sing
sia clia ngudi linh My 1a mét gi
qua xa la, nhung béng chdt trd nén
rat tam thudng, béng chdt tan
hoang khong con huyén bi, hinh
nhw da phi 1ap céi tran trudng nhyt
dap vio mit kia. T61 da nhin thay
nhifng phu n& Tay Phudng trén
dudng pho Saigon gan nhi topless,
nudc da xam mau déng va thin
hinh khde manh ma ngudi 16n noi
da hon nhién héa cai hd hang rit
phay phdi, “rit tw do ddc lap” clia
ho, chi (ngudi 1dn) coi khong
“b’? " nhv loai con gdi Viét Nam
ban bar.

Me t6i n6i nhitng gi bin la
nhitng gi ngdm ngim, khong rd
rang, khong hdn nhién. T6i hoi gai
ban bar ban cai gi ma khong hon
nhién. Me t6i n6i ho ban db tap
héa cho M§. Toi hoi ban do tap
héa cho My thi ¢6 gi ma xau? Me
toi n6i nghé d6 gidng nhu nghé
budn ldu khong ¢ cita tiém, ldc
I8n ti nita me s€ cit nghia thém.
Khéng hi€u dudc ¥ clia me, hay
cling tung tic vi me khong noi
thém, 61 két ludn rang chic ngudi
M9 gi6ng nhu nhitng dia tré
khong 16, vb tw, gin nhy dai dét,
nén khéng ai chap ho. N gudi Viét,

chiéu 26 thang 12

difng xe nga it

mau béng den  am thanh dpi  troi rét lanh
chuyén thé gidi: t6 cdo saddam hussein gidu dau bom
nguyén fil

chiyén mide my: a tale of non fucking love lewinsiky
& clinton

chuyén cali: cam, chanh do khi hiu lanh, gid ca iing
VoL,

cluyen ha ndi: mot cdi ¢ to diing qua dién thoai, ngop
ngua mui cha riioi & thia li séng.

litng thitng hai cha con nguoi mé 1 ¢ gifta cdnh
dong nhitng goc thong mi ndu 6ng méat bam dong
dong ngirop nguvichadubicdy khitng damia
he di quavan chila boe  thing con diucdy khiéng
baseball cap doi ngiivc

thong thi chdt dong ché difvé déu?  chiéu qua I?
hoi  chicu nay mdt mita

nhitng to tién xanlh in god we H‘HTI kkhong con co hoi
dém Lhnﬂg vudt khdi ké tay rin Ikho mit né  roi
xuong matdit hayla da trong khéng gian vé ciing
nudc chila?

chuyén the gidi chuyén my chuyén cali chuyén ha nbi
chuyén ngii cha va thing con giiia dong thong mitng
cluia (da) gidng sinh giv dang nam rap cdn phdai thanh
todn gdp gip gap!!!!

american dream
lost in a wonderland?

Lé Thi ThaAm Van

ngudc lai, nhv nhitng ngudi 1dn dp md chung
quanh t6i, chic khon lanh hdn ngudi M§ nén
“xAu” hon ho. Me 61 thuting néi ngudi 16n khong

dep bing tré con vi ngudi 16n khong trong tring
nhw tré con. Tir lic Ay t6i dd dinh nghia trong
tring vdi cdi md, va toi 161 vdi su ip md.

THE KY 21 - SO 198 THANG MUGI, 2005 - 123



T6i nhd nhitng budi tra he khong chiu nga
triva 1én ra hién nha nhin ra dudng qua cdng sit
nha ¢é hinh chit X bing k&m gai. (Kém gai, bao
cat, vi nhifng mAnh chai vun cAm trén bd tdng
x4y cao la nhitng hinh 4nh c6 lap rit quen thudc
trong tuéi tho—tr nhién dén no6i ma téi khong
bao gi¢/ chiit vAn.) Nha t6i nam trén duting Cao
Pat, vao nhitng nim chién tranh tdp ndp nhitng
qudn in via hé, xe sinh t6, vé dém la ndi @ tp
cua dan dn chdi, linh My, gdi ban bar va dao kép
cai lwong. Chi¢u chiéu mAy ngudi dan ba ngodi &
guiy sinh to trudc cita nha t6i danh mat chugc va
phan nin vdi nhau. Em day cho con Pet mdy md
hé 16 hao a du, ai d& it bita né xin thoi viéc di 1ay
M§. My ma cling 18y ngudi d ha chi, thoi con Det
nguthi Cin Thd cling dugc cii nudc da tring. Oi
chao, th&i bubi nay sdu bo 1&n lam ngudi tui bay.

Thinh thodng t6i thdy vin héa Tay Phudng
cling ¢6 mot vai di€m khoéng khic gi vin hoa
Viét Nam. To1 da khoéc khi dude me cho di xem
phim Vii Piéu Trong Bong M¥ (dich tit tra tiéng
Phap, La Valse Dans L’Ombre, twa nay dich tur
Waterloo Bridge nguyén thuy cua Hollywood).
Trong phim, Vivien Leigh, mét vii cong ballet, vi
twdng ngudi yéu linh 1a Robert Taylor da tif trin,
budn qud dinh di “b4n tap héa” Nhi€u nim trdi
qua. D& Nhit Thé Chién chim dit. Vivien Leigh
mot hom bét chot gip lai Robert Taylor. Khéng
thé néi vdi ngudi yéu 1a minh vi da khong di
sOng nén phai di ban tap hoa trong nhitng nim
chi€n tranh, cudi cing Vivien Leigh t tif. Phim
ciia Holywood da héa thanh phim Viet Nam.

Tir bé t6i chi thly nhifng doan k&t cd tich trong
cHu triic gucng ép, hau chi duy tri nén nép cii trong
nhitng nguy trang I€ gido ma khong 1at d6 nhiing
bit cong. Toi khong hi€u sao trong truyén Luu Binh
Duwong 1.&, ngudii vd 1€ clia Dudng L€ da chiu di
[3im “con ctf ngudi” dén & vdi Luu Binh cdt chi dé
hai ngu®i dan 6ng thém khang khit véi nhau d doan
k€t chuyén. (Me t6i ndi nguti dan ba ay khong
quan trong vi chi 12 “thi€p thi ba” clia Dﬂﬁng Lé
chit khong phai vo ca nén Dudng L c6 thé “cho
tam” Luu Binh d& giip anh ludi nay hoc hoi nén
ngudi.) VE sau 161 khong hi€u tai sao Melville da
néi rhng mau tring [ mAu cla nhitng huyén bi
diy dac, la yét triing che lAp thién nhién, la mot
st phit nhén t6t cing. Trong wdi tho toi, va sudt
thasi nién thi€u, mau vang cia vin héa Viét chinh
I3 mAu sic clia ngip ngimg va nudi ti€c, clia nhitng
ky thi vé giai cAp va dia vi, cha nhiing thu dong
“quin tit Taw” va hy sinh phi I. T6i muén chdi bo
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dinh ménh nay. Hon ba mudi ndm sau, mot hom
k€ chuyén Trudng Chi My Nutdng cho con gii dau
long, né than nhién noi, con bi&t chic ring, néu
chuyén nay xay ra § M§, Traong Chi sé 1y dudc
My Nudng, mic dit Triong Chi tuy lic dau ngheo
va XAau, sé di thi hat trén American Idol va thanh ca
si noi tiéng.

Nhiing mau da tir x(t la d€n Saigdn trong nhiing
niAm chién tranh d3 cho 161 18 m& hiéu rang ¢ dau
d6 trén trai dit, c6 nhitng dam dén trong nhitng xa
hoi khong theo dinh ludt ctia xa hoi Viet Nam., Luc
Ay, udc vong xa Xif clia to1 chi nhv mot udc vong
gia tudng, vi toi kh-::rng hé nghi gm dinh t61 co
phm::ing tién sinh séng & ngoai quéc. Ve sau, toi
hi€u tai sao ngay xita con bé toi da muon thoit ly.
Cé thé vi 1di tudng & diu d6 ngoai nudc (abroad
rong rai sing sia), khi c6 su chon lva, dinh ménh
s€ khong con 1a chuyén may rii, ma thanh dicu tu
quyét 16 rang. Ngay xua § Viét Nam chiing ban t6i
diing ti€ng léng “to be” ¢6 nghia 1a “bi” khi ching
tdi c6 kinh nguyét lin ddu tién, vi khdng co su
chon lva gi trong chuyén gip “cla ng” ca.

Udc mong gia tudng cla t61 bong trd thanh mot
bi€n cd lich sit. Toi mai mai mat di mdi trudng ma
toi tudng ring da dd1 nghich lai vdi i twdng twdng
con nit ciia tAi, va nhu mot khach du lich bat dic di
dudc lac vao chinh x& s& ma i hing mong udc,
nhung ddng th¥i hoan toan khoéng c6 quyen lua
chon. D& dinh nghia cudc doi doi 4y la mot hy sinh
vo ciing dau ddn nhing c6 gia tri, bd me toi khuyen
céc con cd hoc hanh cho kha nhé, minh qua day
tay tring mét h&t moi cai roi chi con nén nép. Cai
hoc thitc nén ngudhi Ia mdt cach trau doi nén nép.
Pitng Jam b me that vong. Pimg c6 chuyén do
dén toe hoe coi xau 1im. Minh phéi ¢6 ging hon
ngudi ban xit @€ dudc ho kinh trong.

[ic d6 ching t6i 1a dan ty nan, Tay trdng la
tay trin, tay trdng rong. Trong ngay thang dinh
cu lic ban dau, nhitng ngudi bdo trd cho gia dinh
khi nhin thi'y chiing t&i c6 bat rau sam trén mam
cdm di tudng ching toi 1a din chi in 6 dai. Méy
hém sau ho bén diy ti mi cho chdng t1 cich di
xe dap vA cdch lam nudc d4 bé ti lanh. D€ dép
lai dn cuu mang, sau nay ching toi thitc sudt dém
lam tiéc “xuit gia” (trwde ngay don vé nha méi).
Nhin mén canh cai xanh muét nhe ngoc, mon
mién ga trong sudt, nhitng 1at cha gid cua vang
éng A, nhifng nguthi bdo trd tron Xoe mat. Lam
nhitng mén nay c6 khé khong. Khong dau, thua
ba, dé 1dm, chi 12 mon ching t6i &n thubng ngay.
Long kieéu hanh A Péng (hay cling 1a mdt cich




cai tao My riit cao tay) di lhm ngudi bé trén chiing
toi bién nhitng gian lao ciing cuc thinh chuyén
bé qua d€ dudc su kinh trong clia ngudi ban x.
Mot sy kinh trong c6 nhi€u xa cich, nhu chéng
lai moi thong cam (vi st théng cim cé thé lam
ngudi ta sinh ra tat y lai).

DE trdnh chuyén nhin foodstamp lau dai, b8
me 161 di lam ngh€ lao ddng, mang nhiing miéng
bianh mi sandwich sd sai kep dim ba mi€ng ham,
mdt vai lat Velveeta cheese. (An nhu MYV choné
tién, hoi dau bay ra ki€u Viét Nam mivi nude mim
khdm inh I&n thi dirng bdo sao né ché minh 1 dd
nhudc ti€u.) Nhitng ngudi ban ciing sé b6 me
ching t61 (khen nhw ché) trdi sao anh chi hay viy
in dudc do clia My, em day la cif ba man mim
tHm mam tép mdi chiu ndi. 8] trong nha, mic du
la din ty nan, b8 me t6i van goi ngudi My la
ngudi ngoai qudc. Chiing t61 vAn dn com theo
ki€u Viét Nam. Me t6i vin niu nhitng mén #n ti
mi va t6n nhiéu thi gid¥, nh mudn cho chiing 16
bi€t ring mic dii chiing t6i da mét til ca, ching
toi chua trd thanh cd rac. Toi coi chuyén iAn udng
rinh rang trong gia dinh 13 mot ganh ning, gan
nhu 14 mdt mic cam tr ti. La con ci, viéc phu
b&p va rita bat lam t6i dinh tré chuyén lam bai
v§ cho trung. Mai sau ndy, mic du bi€t niu
nhifng mén dn Viét Nam, lic mdi ¢6 con 61 chi
niu cho né nhitng thifc in organic theo 161 Tay,
161 Y. Toi lo s¢ con gai diu long bi “4m” c4i mic
cam tu ti t nhifng mon an Viét Nam, nhifng mon
in day miti mdm mudi, nhitng mén in cb lip hoa
gin nhu taboo ma thanh chim Idn.

C6 the b 161, mdt ngudi cam bit, dd hiu thau
dudc mic cam t i clia dam di dan trong tinh
canh d6i doi. Trong mot bai bio viét vé& nhiing
ngay bit dau “di lao dong” & xit sd Tu Do cich
dy 30 trude, bo 161 n6i dén cach ndi nhip nhiing
clia nhitng ngudi ban di lam. Ngudi lAm viéc do
rac va quét don cho mot vin phong luat su' thi n6i
la lam cho vin phong luét sw. Ngudi lam bbi cho
nha hang thi néi ring minh “ddng coi mét tiém
dn” Ngudi lam cho nha tang thi ndi mot cich
quan trong rang minh ¢6 viéc tham khao dén s,
c6 khéach hang t6t khong bao gid than phién. Mic
dii bai vi€t clia bd t6i c6 nhiéu nét trao 1dng, t6i
hi€u dudc ndi c6 don ciia dng va nhitng ngudi
cing canh ngd. Vi khdng ai dam néi théit (noi ra
mét mat), ai cling wdng rang ngudi khic déu may
mén hon minh. Toi ciing khéng khéc bS. Khi viét
thd cho c6 ban D. ¢ Biloxi, Mississippi ma t6i
quen tir ngay hoc & Trung Vudng, 16i khong hdi

D. ¢6 thy 1€ loi & cai tinh mién Nam chuyén vé
nghé dinh ca d6 khong. Toi ciing khong k€ 1a i
mic quan 4o cii nha thd cho, vi khong ai ngdi
cling gh€ vdi t6i trén xe buyt d&n trudng. D. va
toi trao ddi anh glamour chup méi dita mic quin

4o dién ngay Tét, ding nhin md mong dudi cay,

trén c6. Mot ¢d ban khac & Fresno, California,
chan that hdn, vi€t cho t6i nhitng 14 thu dai dé
giai téa nhitng d& nén u ut. Gia dinh ¢ dong
ngudi, moi ngudi phéi di 1am bdi & song bac hay
lang thang 1am cong nhéin cho nhitng trai trii ciy
h&€t mila nay sang miia khdc. C6 chua chat véi
ddi song ¢ My vi cudc séng bon chen trong mot
gia dinh “kém tri thitc” To6i khong biét phai an i
O ban lAm sao, vi & Ia tudi mudi ba, 16i chura ¢
nhi€u kinh nghiém vdi thim kich va chua bao
it hoc dudc cach chia x& finh cAm hét long.

Nhu nhitng con ngira kéo xe thd md bi bit mit
ngoai vi trong thdi thd du, ching 16i cim diu cim
cb vao sach v8 mong mai sau thoat ki€p ty nan.
Ching 61 tudng chi c6 mot cach phi€n dién dé
thoi. BAt e moi cAch khdc néu khong mang dén
thanh cong vt chit hay thanh cong khoa bang s&
tam thutng héa chuyén mét xi sd clia ching t6i.
T6i quan sat din ban xd, dong thoi, nhu ldc con
bé, 161 bit dau phan xét hoic phin tich nhitng
sinh hoat trong nha véi thai d6 tach rdfi. Toi ¢
chim vao dim dong, nhy trd thinh v6 hinh. Toi
khong gay khé khin cho thiy gido. Téi nghi thay
gifo My lic d6 Ia nhitng ngutii gAn nhy vo tinh,
hodc qué e dé vdi nhitng sic thai clia vin héa vi
ngon ngit. Cai gi toi lam trong 16p ciing t6t hét vi
t6i nhu mét thanh phan ctia mot hanh tinh khac
chua bi viin héa My lam hw héng. Chit good nghe
nhu mdt lam phit clia ngén ngit. Mot hdom thay
gido khen t6i dd c6 di€m cao nhit 16p trong bai
thi v€ lich s Hy Lap, nhung ming c 16p da trudt
dé thi. (Céc anh céc chi thi tudng tudng coi, dé
mot hoc sinh ty nan vdi von li€ng Anh ngit rét
kém qua mat cidc anh cic chi.)

Nam I0p chin trong trudng My 61 sdng tac
mdt truyén ngu ngoén, tra dé 1A Ambitious
Antonius. Antonius dot dic, nhung ché vd la nha
qué, bén bd v di dén thi d6 Athens va xin vio
yét ki€n Voltarius, dudc t61 ta 1a mot triét gia va
luat su lirng danh cia Athens. Antonius hoi
Voltarius, lam th€ ndo d€ dudc hanh phic, néu
t61 khong yéu con vd xiu va qui ddi nha qué cla
t61. Voltarius ming Antonius va bao hin phai quay
vé lang xin 16i ngudi vd, “Hanh phic la gi néu
khong phai la chinh nha ngudi tao ra. Con ngudi
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nhitng em bé nau vang cua cudc cach mang

Bai tho nay khiong viét vé nhitng em bé ndu vang
ciia cudc cdch mang

Bai tho nay khong viét ve cude hanh trinh fim cd
tinh cho riéng 6 khodi cam

Bai tho nay khong viét vé duong vit cia nhitng ld
cd diin the chii nghia dam vao dm dao dat me

Bai tho nay khong viét vé chuyén 6t da liaom c&.
Bai thonay khong vigt vé nhiing cdp mdt mau tlong
va nhitng cdp dui mau gao

Bii tho nay khong viét vé vua hay hiu, chiia hay
phi

Bai tho nay i viét vé tinh yéu

Bai the nay tbi viet vé tiéng cudi trong ngdn ngit
riéng cria chiing ta,
Thit ngon ngit ma chi cé ta mdi sang tao due,

Nhitng tiéng cuti ta lam
Néu nhut ta citng biét ditu gi sé xay ra khi ta song
ma kchong cuin,

Ta citng biét minh da tron bdnh mi véi gao,

Vi dn su cim nin:

Thanh phin im Ling nhél trong cdi noi vin héa
Vi ta dd song bang thit do dn nay-

Bai tho nay
Toi viet vé tinh yéu,

M am thanh ciia finh yéu that Ién cho dén khi
chilng la citng rung,

Cho dén khi chiin tay ta ciing ldc, khi ta citng hét
bing nhiéu thit tieng,

Va tho the trong tai nhau:

Anh sé lchéng bao gior doi em doi tén

Anh sé khong bao gitr doi em dbi tén

Tén em ndm & nha ndm trén lugi anh

Em cé nghe anh noi khong?

Trén dat nude niy kchi ho mubn ta miy, diéc, 1€ cong,
va thét bai,

Ta s phdi ti sdng tdc dm nhac cila riéng minh
Vi chuda 6 bai hdt nao da dvge viét cho ta,

Cho cudc chién bén trong chiing ta,

Trdi tim dap vao linh hon,

Nhitng not nhac bt dong trong tim tri ta,

bai the néy viét dé bigt

chiing ta chi¢n diu thé nao

dé cé the tw yeu ban than minh

S huit trong luong nay,

Hit bai ca vong quanh trong long rudt ia,

Ta sé bien nhitng bid ca nay thanh nhiing ngoi
nha va lam chii chiing.

Nhiing cita 50 trong doi mdt ndu va ciu chuyén
cria em

Cau thang trong ddu éc em va ca phé trong téc
huyen

Viay minh sé thifc tve,

Minh sé song biang nhitng niim cila quay tron,
Sém sét ciia nhitng tiéng cudi song ngi

Va néu nhit ta cdn dem den hon,

Ta sé viii ddu vao téc nhanva lac mit trong do,

Vi muda se la nhitng hat trai,

Nhiing thanh kiém tia chdp sé vd tanh tdch trén
xuong song doi ta

Vi ta sé ndng nhau vao trong con dong 16

Bai the nay vigt vé tinh yéu

Nhitng hat mua roi din dé lam thanh &m nhac,
Am nhac la con giong (6 rung trong hat roi trén
mdi ngéi

Va trén duong pho lam cho né coi giong nhu'nhiing
ngoi sao biet kkhéc

Thit tinh yeu lam nhieu nguoi chay tron

Nhifng sé co nhitng nguoi

sé litu mang diing hong

Vi vong tay mé rong va vang trdn ding cao

Béi vi c6 nhitng didu cdn phdai thim vao da thit
chiing ta

D6 la bai ca i cdn dugc nghe
Pé L bai ca toi biét toi nghe
Pé la béi ca song trong lai 1i

D6 la béi ca toi biét s& o6 mot ngay, sé trd thanh su
that

Pé li béxi ca khong the ton tai

Néu kkhéng cé em

Bay Ia bai ca cudi ciing trén trdi dat
DBy I bai ca cudi ciing trén trdi dit
Seé khong co gi khdc

Sé khong co gi khdc

Viy em hdy tho mot hot sau

Va hat

2001
Bao Phs

P6 L& Anhdao dich
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khinh bac nhw nha ngudi thi phai v€ nha tu thin
t€ gia trwdc da rdi tinh tdi cai chuyén hanh phic.
Hanh phiic 14 mét thit xa xi pham, 1a bot xa phong
thdi, may phai bi€t phan may ma suy ngam diéu
nay.” V@i cai tri tudng tugng con nhién anh hudng
A Pong, 16i da phéc hoa Voltarius nhu mot triét

gia Tau thdfi Xuin Thu. C6 1& Voltarius ciing gifng

nhu' bd me &1, khong tin hanh phiic nhw mét quyén
Idi cin bin cla xi s& tw do—vi hanh phic kiéu
nay la hanh phic bac b&€o theo cdi méi bo cii cii.
C6 1€ t6i khong mubn cho Antonius c6 mot sy
trn thoét trach nhiém qui d& dang (nhu nhiing
Thanh Téng Do xua tinh bo bd vg theo Chida dé
tim hanh phic thién dang).

Nhung lic dau, méc dit vi€t truyén ngu ngdn
nhu'mdt 13i tw cinh cdo minh, t6i that su muén deo
dudi c4i hanh phiic ctia thién duding méi—mdt hanh
phiic hudng ngoai dua trén thinh céng qua su cin
cit, ot hanh phiic dva trén ti€ng Anh ma mot ngay
trong tudng lai toi s& néi huu loat d€ phit 1ip nhiing
di€u khong thé gidi 1da dudc trong vin héa Viét
Nam, d€ nhu phil 14p c4i cidm gidc xa la da theo
dudi toi trién mién tirngay con bé. Mét hanh phiic
nhv dinh mé&nh phai doat dudc. B6 me t6i thi khic.
Mic dt mong muén chiing téi dudc thanh cong—
vi thanh cbng vit chét la sir yén Gi duy nhat cho
than phéan huu vong, Viét Nam, chitkhéng phai Hoa
Ky, mdi la thuc tao d6i véi bd me tdi. Mac di bén
ngoai bd me toi 6 vé linh ddng vé van dé hda hop
vao n€p séng Hoa Ky, trong thAm tim b me 16i
trd thanh bdo thit va mong udc ring, khi canh cita
nha dong lai, viin héa My (xa giao va hii hot) sé
khOng xam nhdp vao ndi bd. Lic khép cita: vin
hoa Viét Nam s& diu bd me tdi di ngudc dong thai
gian vao qud khd huy hoang nao dé. B& me hy
vong rang toi s& cé ngudi dén xem miit theo ki€u
Xua ma toi phai ra rét nudc tra, va nhw mot tiéu thu
c6 nén nép s& khong bao gidf chit vAn chuyén “bi”
Xem miat.

Nhung c6 I€ trang thai tich rdi ra khoi van hoa
bdn x& clia b6 me 161, khi phén tach cho ciing,
ciing la mdt ¢b p héa ritla “My.” Thai do ¢b lap
chia Hoa Ky dudc khéi ngudn vi mdt nhém ngudi
theo dao Thanh Gi4o (Puritan) da dép tAu vio New
England d€ tim tir do tin ngu@ng. Richard Rodri guez
da phan tach sif co ldp nay nhu sau:

Quéce gia Hoa Ky duoc thanh lip trén su so
hai déi vai dam déng. Nhitng tin do Thanh Gido
thud trude chi tin vao cudc séng cb Idp. Ngudi
Thanh Gido khuyén nhaw ldp hang rao. Ldp hang
rao lén dé bao vy lai nhitng gi ho véu Uy, v

déng thoi tén trong hang rao ciia ngudi khdc.
Bao ludt Thanh Gido da day ngueri MY ring nude
MY khéng hién hitu—khéng hién hitu trén phuong
dién van hoa, khong hién hitu trén phuong dién
dbng sit ménh, khéng hién hitu trén phuong dién
cong dong thic thu. Chinh vi dao Thanh Gido ma
ly tuong ca nhin cia xd héi Hoa Ky [uén luén by
xung khec vdi kinh nghiém doi séng vir vin hda
clia cdc sidc dan ban xit.(23)

Theo Rodriguez, chinh sw co l1ap ctia dao Thanh
Gido Hoa Ky di 04i oam bi€n Hoa K¥ thinh mét
ndi cu mang cho nhi€u sic thai di din. Khong
c6 mot tinh than cdng dong, Hoa Ky khong thé
chéng lai sw xdm nhip cla nhidu ddt khéch la.
Hoa Ky da trd nén mdt qudc gia da hod, da tin
ngudng cing chi vi m6t nhém tin @6 Thanh Gido
da choi bo thé gian. Khong c6 mot tinh thin cOng
dong tit ngdy con bé, va khdng thin hiéu hoidc
chiip nhin dudc nhitng ¥ niém hudng vé tp thé
trong vin héa me dé, mic dit b6 me di day bao
toi trong khudn phép cd truyén clia vin héa Viét,
toi da hap thu dé dang vin héa My.

Tuy nhién, v6i ndi ni€m mat mat va cim gidc
hut hing clia mét thi€n nit chwa 1am chii hoan
toan dudc ngdn ngt “me nudi,” tdi rung cam thuc
st khi doc dén doan vin bit hi cia F.Scott
Fitzgerald nim 1&n mudi sdu tudi:

Va t6i ngéi dé, ngdm nghi vé thé gidi xua bi
dn. Nght dén gidc mo ciia Gatsby khi hén méi
nhin thdy dnh dén xanh tic bén thuyén Daisy. Hén
da dén viiom xanh cita Daisy tit mét noi xa ldm, va
gidic mo cia hdn da thdy nhu thit gdn, gan dén
ndi hdn tudng nhu da ndm trong tay, Hein khéng
ngd rdng gidc mo dy da thut i déin g sau han, &
X6 xinh ndo trong cdi mit mo dang ddc ciia ngoai
& thanh phd, noi nhitng cdnh déng 16i tdm ciia
nén céng hoa tréi ling lé trong man dém.(24)

Fitzgerald, nha vin Hoa K¥ da tring g&c ngudi
Ai Nhi Lan, hdn by mudi ndm trvdc Rodriguez
dd thiu hi€u dudc tim trang vita chdi véi vira
“di€c khong sd sting” clia ngudi di din trude mot
xa hodit méi dua trén ao tudng va linh dam. Ma
dau cé gila, vi Hoa K¥ 1a sin khéu t4i dién khong
ngitng huyén thoai Sang Thé trong Cuu Uéc l4n
16n tap nham vao huyén thoai nguyén thuy cua
tri€t Iy Hy Lap. Jay Gatsby diu c6 khic gi tbi khi
mudn chdi bd qua khit d€ t tao ra cho minh mot
dinh ménh v quy&t—mot manifest destiny—hoan
todn ti¥ m6t ¥ ni€ém hién sinh dic tinh chit dan
ong:

T61 nght hen dd sita soan cdi tén [Gatsby] tic
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l4u Iédim rdi, ngay tit héi &y. B6 me hdn la nhitng
ngudi néng din titng quan md tri tuong tigng clia
héin khéng thé chap nhdn. Thit ra Jay Gatsby,
ngudt huyén West Egg, Long Island, da ty minh
ndy sinh ra tit v niém vé quad tring huyén thogi
ctta Plato. Hin la Chita Hai Péng Con Chita Trdi
- mét cdch ndi, néu cd nghia nac khac cho niia,
ciing chi vay théi—va hdn phdi lam tron sit ménh
ctia Chita Cha, phuc vu cho cdi dep hao nhodng
v dai nhimg héa ra réng tuéch va thé tuc.(25)

Gatsby Huyén Thoai, nhu truyén Nguti T Vi
Tu Pién ctia Pinh Linh, cling 12 mdt truyén ngu
ngon dic tinh chit Hoa K.

Sau khi 5t nghiép bang ci nhin van chudng
Anh Phap, vi s¢ cdi v6n li€ng chit nghia vin con
bip bénh clia minh s& khong lam ra ti€n, toi trd
thanh sinh vién truting Luit. Trudng t61 hoc ap
dung kinh t& trong nganh Luit. Gido sw n6i trong
luat phép ¥ niém “ding” hay “sai” chi 12 két qua
thuong higng giita nhitng thanh phin ¢6 kha ning
phan phéi tai san. Bén thing Ia bén c6 nhiéu tién
hodc nhiéu thé e hon bén thua.

Miia hé sau nim thit nhi & trudng Luat, t01 tap
sit cho mot t6 hdp ludt sw & thit d6 DC. N6i 1a “di
lam.” nhung thét ra t6i va nhitng sinh vién khac
phéi hoc cach xi thé vdi nhifng partners trong (6
‘hdp. Téi cb ra vé theo ddi nhitng cdu chuyén
“shoptalk” nham chin dac tinh chit Hoa Thinh
Pén vé nhitng dao luit Quc hoi va vin dé tranh
chip ctia lobby groups. Toi chi udc ¢ thi gid viét,
xem xi né va doc tiéu thuyét. Téi ghétnhiing bubi
cocktail, picnic, nhitng hom “bi bat” phéi ra chdi
softball v6i nhitng luit su trong t6 hdp dé “tim
hi€u” v& ho. Nhung ho khéng c6 thi gid doc vin
chudng, va 161 khong thich n6i chuyén vé thé thao
hay chinh tri. BAy git t6i mdi thAm thia ciu me
tdi vin hiing n6i “d bén My ti€n nao cla ndy.”

Mic dit nhu vy, nhung khi nhan dudc tim check
dau ién, t6i khong thay minh xting dang dudcnhin
I8y n6. Tim check cho mdt tuén thp si ciia 141 nhicu
oip ba luong thang lao dong clia bd me. Tam check
nhit mbt cach doi héi su “vd hinh” chia t6i, d€ 161
te§ thanh rdp khubn nhy nhimg luat su da trang
khac. Nhung t6i khong mnon bit chude ho, khong
mudn nom ndp ddi dng partner ra khéi vin phong
fic chin gitf t6i dém mdi ddm ra v&. Khéng mudn
méc b suit mau navy ké soc triing, nira chiéu dai
vién hang khong nita gangster. Toi chan ngy cong
viéc. Toi chan ngay trudng Luat. Toi goi dién thoai
cho gi4o su c6 vAn & truing. Thua thay, chic con
khong mudn thanh luét sw. Gido su hoi tai sao vay.
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T61 néi tai con chan va khong c6 tai gia vd, vdi lai
con ghét chdi softball v6i miy 6ng partners. Gido
st n6i hay con nghi mot thai gian 61 trd lai. Con
cé nhi€u thi giy ma, chm con hon dn han. Ma con
khong mudn thanh luit su cling khong sao. J xt
s& niy, ching ta phai biét cAch sdng cho hanh phic.

Nhung tdi khong nghe 18i gido su 6 van. Cudi
cling t8i vin 16t nghiép, thi vao luit su doan, va
hanh nghe Luat. Tai sao? C6 1€ vi tdi s¢ mdt tudng
lai lai 1éu béu nén phai biu viu vao nhitng khudn
cach clia xi hoi, Ciing c6 [& t6i mudn thanh mot
phu nit v lip c6 dia vi va nhiing tién nghi thoai
mai vé vat chit ma khoéng phii phu thudce vao dan
ong, cho nén 16 da chon nganh Luat nhu mot théa
d6 chdng lai viin hoa c0 truyen cha Viét Nam. (C6
I¢ trong vin héa va vin chudng Viét Nam da ¢6
qui nhi¢u hinh anh phu nit “ban tap hod,” hay
phai song theo cdi nhin ctia dan dng ma ban thin
ti muén chdi bd hoan toan? Tai sao ning Kiéu, I
ticu tho con nha giau, khon ngoan, ddm dang, khong
bi&t di mudn ludt su gidi cii cho bd minh khéi oan
ttc ma phai d&€n ndi di bAn minh?) Lic dau tdi chi
nghi vé su chon lwa nganh Ludt trén phudng dién
c4 nhan han hep, nhung vé sau, t6i nhén ra rédng
nghé Luit ciing 13 mdi tniding dé€ o1 ¢6 dip “ted
v&" v6i ¥ niém cOng dong: ¥ niém cdng dong nhu
mbdt ciu tric nhin tao nhung bao quat va cin thiét,
dé nhimg phén ¥ di din da vang khong trd thanh
vo hinh. Y niém v hinh va ¢6 dién hinh cling thy
thudc vao cach nhin.

Mot vai nim sau khi 16t nghiép trudng Luit,
td1 1am ludt su thi€én nguyén cho mot chu tiém
vang ngudi gbc Quang Ngii ¢6 tiém vang ¢ khu
ph& Washington DC bi cu@p. Liic dau toi hau nhu
khong hiéu dude giong Quing Ngii ron ring qué
khic biét v6i giong Bic Ky sic canh ma 101 da
nghe quen tir bé. Toi khong bi€t c6 phdi ngudi
chii noi 12 ba ta khong md cua tiém sau hom by
cudp, hay 13 vi budn nan qui ma mudn mia. (Téi
doan la ba da khong md cita ti€m sau hém bi
cudp, va di dich nhu trén cho canh sat va nha
bdo dia phudng.) Mic di t6i phai mat mot thai
gian dai mdi dude long tin cua gia dinh nay, va
mic di nhidu lic t6i ¢ cAm tudng nhu su gitip
d3 vé sinh ngit va luit phap clia t6i ciing chi la
mdt manh bing rit nhd trén vét thuong to loét 16
clia ngudi gip nan, t6i thiy cong viéc i lam la
diéu d3 mang d&n ¥ nghia cho nghé chon. T6i di
may min hon bd me t6i vi d sao t6i da c6 cd hoi
4p dung kinh nghiém gido duc thing vao cdng
vigc |am. Toi di thdy rang luit phap khong phai



chi cho nhitng ké c6 ti€n va th€ lwc manh. Luit
phép cling cho t6i mét chit hy vong vé st ton tai
clia nhifng 1y tudng dva trén su cdng bing.

Tuy ring kinh nghiém thién nguyén cia toi
dya trén méi giao ti€p vdi dong bao ngudi Viet,
vi ban sic ngudi My gbc A Péng & lanh thd Hoa

Ky la mdt doan két cé tinh thin tranh d&u cho -

nhiin quyén, nhitng ldc day 16p huin luyén § thic
da héa cho nhifng vién chic trong chinh quyén
dia phwong t6i da dé cap dén dai cudng lich st di
din va nhitng thanh tich cia moi sic din A Pong
tai Hoa Ky (bat dau v8i dudng xe Iita xuyén luc
dia Hoa Ky da hoan tit nim 1869 bing md héi,
mau va mudc mét ciia nhitng ngudi lao dong di
ddn tif Trung Hoa). Céch l4p thuyét trén phudng
dién nay la mdt cich ciing ¢ vé mit chinh trj
trong X hdi dong chinh: ring ngudi A Péng néi
chung dia c6 mot sy hién dién ldu d&i va quan
trong trén ldnh thé Hoa K¥ (thay vi chi chi trong
& t¢ dén tirng sdc dAn A Déng di dé€n Hoa Ky
qua nhi¢u dgt thdji gian khac nhau, ma cong dong
Viét Nam 14 cdng dong k€ nhv mdi nhit). Céch
lap thuy€t nay ciing dudc 16i 4p dung vio vin
chirdng. Viin chuong di din A Pong 1A viin chudng
dong chinh Hoa K¥.

C6 phai Mary McCarthy, khi phén tach ti mi
nhitng dinh nghid vé ngudii di e, ngoai kiéu va luu
vong, cling chi ndi ra nhitng trang thii chuy&n dong
trong thim tim dén tdc My, di tif trang thai tip thé
tap nham dén mot § niém cd lap dé thu hbi nhan
dang—dé c6 mdt chd ding dic biét va riéng ré
trong mot x4 hdi hon hdp, ma ¥ thitc khdng mudn
ndi ré ciing 1A mdt phrdng cach chdng lai sw vo
hinh héa ciia 161 nhin rap khudn (fuy can thi€t vé
van dé doan k&t chinh tri nhung khéng chi tAim
dén nhimg dac thu clia timg sic dan):

Mot diéu da dutge hiéu ngdm trong nhitng phén
biét giai cdp la sy tén trong cida chiing ta ddi véi
guyén lita chon cd nhin.

Ké heu vong hau nhu da quyét dinh roi xa 18
qudc, con déan ty nan la chinh hinh dnh ciia su sa
cd tuyét vong, cia nhitng réi loan, bi day di ra
khoi miide nha bdt nhitng thé lic ngodi sitc hiéu
biét va toan tinh cita ho . . . . Vi thudong tinh dén ty
nan chi dige cot nhie la mot tap the, diéu moi
ngudi muodn lam tite thot la lo thi tuc dinh cie cho
ho. Saut khi cho ho dn udng va cdp citu so ddng.
Nhing khong cé mot cong chitc so xda héi nao
ddim mo wde dén chuyén dinh cu ké luu vong. Déc
diém chinh ciia mét ké luu vong 1a su tiv chéi
chuyén dn ré vao dit mai.”(26)

E o

ltl. Nhé&n Bijnh Vai Tro:

Trong quyén Understanding Vietnam, Neil
Jamieson dd mo ta xi hoi Viet Nam vdi dinh nghia
“tam than phén liét” (schizopbrenic) ma t61 nghi
ciing 4p dung rit chinh x4c cho x4 hdi My: “Su
d6i nghich kinh nién giita co ciu da héa va vong
4p ch€ clia ¥ niém thuan nhit, gitta ' do va trit
fr, s& chic chin ti€p tuc trong mot thoi gian lau
dai.”(27) Viy ni€ém Hoa Ky theo Rodnguez khong
phai 14 ¥ niém hién hitu hoic thuin nhit, khi
nhitng ngudi da tring mién Pong Bic Hoa Ky
vin dodi nhin lai Au Chiu, t6i vA nhitng ngudi
cam biit cling th€ hé thudng xuyén ngodi vé Viét
Nam. Linh thd Hoa K¥ 30 nim sau khi chi&n
tranh Viét Nam chim dit—hdn hai th€ ky sau
ngay Tuyén Ngon Boc Lip Hoa Ky, nhu vin con
sdc thdi tam bd ctia micn dit hoang tranh sing
tranh (61, cla giing co trién mién giita twong lai
va qué khit. Cdch diy muti nim, t6i viét mot bai
ti€n luéin biing ti€ng Anh twa dé Gid Chinh Thite
cho Ngudi Ty Nan (Real Time and The Refugee)
va tu dat cdu hoi: “Qud khit nao Ja hién tai clia
ngudi ty nan, va qua khit ndo 1a twong lai cia
ngudi ty nan?’(28)

Dinh Linh da dinh nghia mét Viétkiéu cé qudc
tich M§ la din “Nacirema” (“American” doc
ngudc 1ai.)(30) Toi nhd dén may ciu thd cia Rilke
trong The Sonnets to Orpheus:

Mdic dit hin chinh hén sg bi mét di nhén dang
hén phdi bién thdn: ngudi cé hiéu ching?

Tt liic gipng hdn viigt qua tam ddi chiing ta—
tit déy roi hdn dén noi nao ngudi sé khéng con
thdy ddu vét

Day dan lyre khéng con budc nhitng ngon tay
ciia hdn

Va trong cdch vi pham hdn da chiu quy
tong.(31)

Trong nhitng ciu thd nay, t6i khong hi€u Rilke
dd Amchi “hdn” d€ no6i v& Orpheus hay Euridyce.
Trong huyén thoai Orpheus, Orpheus, ndi ti€n g
dénh dan hay, ¢6 vd la Euridyce. Euridyce birdn
ciin chét. Orpheus tim d€n ¢6i chét va diing dan
thuyét phuc vua ,_Em_'; Phu 1a Pluto cho mang
Euridyce vé cdi séng. Pluto biing long, nhung vdi
diéu kién 13 Orpheus khong dudc ngodnh mit
nhin vé€ phia sau cho dén khi 1én trén mat dat.
Néu vi pham di€u kién nay s& mit Euridyce vinh
vién. Orpheus néng long mudn bi€t 1a cé Furidyce
3§ ding sau minh, trong mdt phiit thi€u tw tin da
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quay mit lai phia sau. Euridyce mot lAn nita tan
bi€n vao c6i am. Orpheus va Euridyce ¢6 1€ 1a
hai khié canh clia nhan dang di dan Hoa Ky. Khi
Euridyce mAt di, nang da bién thinh mot phan
trong v thitc hé ctia Orpheus. Pay la mdt hoai
bdo clia nhitng ngudi cam biit trong thé€ hé ching
t6i: mot ding diing phudng tién nghé thuit dé
khai thac va giai ngudi nhitng mit mat bat tin,
va mot dang cd thu hoi lai di san vin héa nhung
déng thdi ciing hoi nhap vao, va bi€n héa nghé
thuat dong chinh.

Dii sao di nita, chiing t6i di dudc cau tao trong
truyen thong vin hda clia x@ s tu’ do. Chiing to1
chit vin bit ¢@ moi ngdn ngit va 161 nhin ha khic.
Nghé thuét d&i véi ching toi cling la chinh tri.
1gi diém ctia ching t6i 12 kha ning viét trong hai
ngdn ngilt Viét Anh. Dang chin qua hai dong van
héa, chiing t6i khong phéi la nhitng thanh vién
ctia mot Lost Generation, ma la hi€n tai va tudng
lai clia nén van hoc xuyén vin héa va xuyén mau
da. Chiing t6i mudn theo diu chan Li- Young Lee,
nha thd My gbc Hoa (sinh trudng tai Nam Dudng),
tw dit cho minh s ménh ti€p ndi sy khai pha
trung thuc cia v thic hé:

Truc tiép tit ndi hin ciia cha

cham tré tit tit cung cuia me

mudn mang trong thé ky nay mot budt sdng
thit Tu

trén ngudi mang ddu vét cita mt tén

khéng séng trén thién dudng cting chang & dudi
dia nguc,

not sinh ra tiéu tan, qudc tich mdi vita trao

nhu dé séi thé gian, ta di vao

khéng vi su the o hay tro giip cita lich si,

nhiing ngéty nhu khéng ngay, thé gian ta

thé gian khong, ta di vao

thanh phé trong do ta yéu em.

Vi ta khong hé tin hang van nhiitng gidc mo

hang van nhiing loi the da trd thanh hoang
phi.(32)

Dinh Tit Bich Thity
(Washington DC, July 2005)

Chai thich:

(1) Ban dich ciia Dinh Linh da dudc dang trong Hop Luu SO 57
(Thang 2 & 3 ndm 2001).

(2) Trich ¢ “Man Underground,” bai phé binh van chudng cua
Saul Bellow vé Mguoi V6 Hinh ding trén 16 Commentary (June
1952), trang 608-610. Moi trich dan vdn chusng trong bai, trir
nhiing doan tho trong ban dich Bt Hoang ciia Binh Linh, déu do
ngudi viél chuyén ngll.

(3) Walt Whitman, “/ Hear America Singing,” it tuyén tdp Ld Cb
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o do va long dai lugng clia Hoa Ky mdi ca dip thu hdi lai nhdn
han.
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(6) Fake House (Seven Stories Press: 2000), trang 11-18.
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(8) Buge in trong tuyén tdp Asian American Literature, ed. Shawn
Wong (HarperCollins; 1996), pp. 288-295,

(9) Ibid., trich 1ir Motes to Dear Kelly, trang 293.

(10) Mew York Times Sunday Style Magazine Travel Summer
2005 lssue (May 15, 2005).

(11) Binh Linh dich tir nguyén vin tiéng Bic: “Bin gar keine
Russin, stamm’ aus Litaven, echt deutsch” frong béi tho D&t Hoang.
(12) Nouyén Dinh Hoa, From the City Inside the Red River: A
Cultural Memoir of Mid-Century Vietnam (McFarland & Co: 1999),
trang 9-11.

(13) Richard Rodriguez, “Mr. Secreis,” trong Hunger of Memory
(Bantam Books: 1982), trang 182, 188.

(14) “In Conversation: Linh Dinh with Matthew Sharpe,” The
Brooklyn Rail (trang mang http://www.brooklynrail.org/books/may04/
linhdinh.html), May 2004,

(15) Jhumpa Lahiri, The Namesake (Houghton Mitlin: 2003).
(16) From the City Inside the Red River, frang 132.

(17) Ibid., trang 119.

(19} Ibid., trang 120.

(20) Trich dich tir trang mang The Writers Post, (frang mang http:/
Jorww thewriterspost.net TWP_V6.him), Volume 6 No. 2, July 2004,
(21) Trich trong bai phé binh “Man Underground,” frang 2. (Xin
xem chii thich 2 ¢ trén.)

(22) Mguyén tdc “Prisoner with a Dictionary” trong tdp truygn
Blood and Soap (Seven Stories Press: 2004), frang 4.

(23} Rodriguez, “Asians,” trong tuyén tap Race: An Anthology in
the First Person, ed. Bart Schneider (Crown:1997),trang 63-64.
(24) F.Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby (Collier Books: 1992),
frang 189,

(25) Ibid., trang 104,

(26) Mary McCarthy, “A Guide 1o Exiles, Expatriates, and Internal
Emigres,” in trén The Mew York Review of Books, Yol. 18, Number
4 (March 9, 1972)..

(27) Meil Jameson, Understanding Vietnam (University of Galitornia
Press: 1993), p. 374.

(28) Thuy Dinh, P.0.V/PBS Stories from the War , & website hitp:/
ferww . pbs.org/povistories/vietnam/

(30) “Two Who Forgot,” trong tuyén tép truyén ngdn Fake House,
trang 113-122.

(31) Rainer Maria Rilke, “The Fifth Sonnet,” trong Ahead of All
Parting: The Selected Poetry and Prose of Rainer Maria Rilke (The
Modern Library: 1995),ban dich Anh ngi tir nguyén ban tiéng
bac cla Stephen Mitchell, p. 419,

(32) Li-Young Lee, “The Gity in Which | Love You,” trich dich
iir fuyén tdp tho cing tua dé (BOA Editions, Ltd: 1990), trang
ho-51.



Hai truyzn thit ngdan

NO

nguyén thi hoang bic

Chuyén vé né

N6 14 em tui. C6 thé doc ddo. C6 khi dbc dia
(chdi thodi.) C6 liic tap tanh ziét zing gl di ding
bdo, n6 ky Mai Danh, tui néi, dong ¥ 12 may mudn
di€n mai danh &n tich nhung sao tao thi'y n6 gidng
tén dan 6ng (lam sao?) Giat minh né hdi, thiét ra
ba nghi tui md lam dan 6ng?

Suy nghi mot hdi rdi d6i bit hiéu thanh Mai
Van.

(Hay!)

Lan ¢6 chuyén kinh cdi vdi mot ngudi dan dng
(kinh di) trong ho (ngoai lang,) MV (titc MD)
thudt, 6ng bi€u tui di vé trong di, vi khéng mudn
to ti€ng tay d6i v6i dan ba. Iau phai gidf t§ canh
ba diu ma cha nay tinh ldm nham chuyén con
gdi nit nhi dan ba 7 Nhung thé theo 13i yéu cAu
(tha thiét) ctia hai ngudi dan 6ng (anh va chong),
MV di v6 phong, d€ vin dé lai cho ho trong dai
ban ci.

“Th€ ro6i may di v6?”

“Phai, tui di vo!”

14 i?!‘.l'l

* Roi tui di ra, n6i, théi em di vO nghen, dé€ cho
hai con céc néi chuyén véi nhau!”

Déc dia, doc ddo, dé thuong (ching thich thi
doc ac, vay!)

Gid diy né chét roi.

NG nhé hon chi hai t6i 6 tudi, thua t6i 4 tudi,
tré hon me t61 3 mudi tudi, réi né di trude, phom
phom, ém ru, nhe héu. (That ra, hét rdi thi t6i n6i
vy, dau kich liét mot thang, ddu hang mot giay,
nang nhe an thua me gi.)

Hoa dep thi chiia hai truéc, ditt nghiép thi dong,
qua sdng doi ngua, qua vua d6i triu. NGi vay
hdng chitg xiic pham Me t6i, b6 me 1a hoa héo
xau G ril sao? (Con nao ching mong me minh
song 1au trim tudi?)

Bém, toi md thily MV phat tay, xi mot tiéng,
nghinh ngang budc vao Diém dinh, bong rua Diém
virdng, cudi hoi how are you?
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N6 hoc triét tiy, b thiy bén My, trinh dién
(hoc tap cai tao) Diém dinh, bit tay Diém vudng
Méo, s& khong phii cin ddc ddo, doc dia, doc Ac
girdo. Ciing ching cAn (phai ciing md1) ditng dau
gi6 ludn dbi dau (mét moi?) voi nén vin hoa ky
thi nam nit l4u dvi dai dang bon ngin nam vin
hi€n An Nam. Nhung t6i ngan, may s& ling ting
khéng, khi lio Diém vudng Meo hoi, you want to
be a man or a woman in your next life?

Ngay, tdi ndi véi Me, néu me thuong nhd noé
qui, minh ¢ du {ién me 1am cloning khong, vay
B c6 né & ludn bén me, di chdi vdi me. Nhuwngay
nio.

Me xanh ngdt mat, lanh tanh, rung minh.

Trd thay

Anh hoc trd kia not:

‘Day khong khé, hoc mdi kho!”

Chuyén tdi tai thay.

Thiy tron mét, dudi 4nh ra khoi 16p. Him he
bidu vé doc lai séch thanh hi€n, chudng “Tién
hoc 1€, hau hoc vdn”

Théng sau anh trd lai xin hoc. Thay hoi, da
suy cho ky nghi cho tuting chua ma xin trd lai
lam tro? |
" Anh thua:

“Day la dé& sach ra ma doc, hoc la md sachra
ma nubt. Mot ding khoi khdi phun chau nha san,
mét ding khé nhoc trdn trao nhai nudt, da 1 ach
fiéu hod, con phai ¢ ngap tra bat”

Thiy gian &, lai dudi di

V& nha, thiy sich Nhéin Vin Gial Pham ldy ra
doc, bng Chudng Dan ndi, an dau thi phai nha ra
thit gi khéc chd khong phai nha ra dau.

Anh 1dy qua sich L& Nin toan tip doc, L€ min
néi, hoc, hoc ni¥a, hoc mat.

Quan dai thin Phan thanh Gian lic sap clu
dén hang gidc, sita udng thudc doc nr van, dan
lai Phan T6n, Phan Iiém, sau khi chon cha, lam
md bia khic hang chit Hai gidc thicn nhai Phan
th sinh chi m6, nhu md anh hoc trd goc bién
chén trdi ho Phan.

Tro trd lai hoi:

“ & nin |4 trd hay thy? Chuong Dan 12 thay
hay tro? Con ngudi hoc trd ndi goc bién chén
trofi?”

Thay te tai:

“Tién hoc 1€, hau hoc van, Khong biét nghe
187i ta, khong phéi la hoc tro !”

Anh hoc trd lai bon ba lam cdnh sdy trudng ra
that hoc.

Moi ngudi k€ lai truyén ngu ngon nay, sau
khi doc dudc cic ban tin trong nudc bdng ba lap
phat hién ra chuyén cac nha gido nhdn din, co
nhiét tinh bit hoc tro (ca 16p) li€m ghé , thay
phAn khdi cing noc trd ra cho lénh 16p trudng
d4anh 100 rol.

Khéng lau sau d6, lién c6 ki€n nghi gdi 1én
nha muéc. xin cho trudng c6 hoc sinh liém gh€&
(X6 Vi€t Nghé tinh) dugc dat la trudng trung hoc
od s& La van Li€m, truting c6 tro dn 100 1ol (Nam
ky khdi nghia) kéu tén la truiong Tram Con.

2/2005

Mai cac ban doc
tham gia cudc thdo luan lién quan dén
Chii d& Mau Da va Ngon Ngit — Van chuong
Di Dan Viét trong boi canh Hoa Ky
irén website mydamau.comn
bit dau vao thang 11/03
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Pi doc 1a Ién, di ngang Ia xuong?

Pd Kh.

dm mat lai ma thinh ngoan thi giong
Nﬁt tuy khéng phdi Ch€ Linh, Duy
Khanh nhing ciing ching ké m Trudng
Vii, Manh BPinh. Nhat 14 n€u vio chiéu ngay
30.04.05 ¢ Tudgng Pai Chié€n si Viét My
(Westminster, California) thi khong nhitng Ritng
Ld Thdp x6n xao ma Tdm Sy Nguot Linh Tre
ciing phai rat rao.

M3 miit ra thi chung quanh la nhitng 6ng gia
chiu ning chi€n tranh vA trén san dién 1a mot
thanh nién vai nim tic rbng, than 6’2" chicu cao
(1m88), hoan toan mang ngoai hinh m6t ngudi
M§ gdc Phi chiu. Diéu d6 khéng cin dude quin
chiing xiic dong trudc 15i ca ti€ng nhac do mot ca
si gén vdi véc dang cia mdt cau thi football hay
mot gangster rapper hon la v8i Nhat Trudng yéu
mén. Nhung, khdng hi€u va ligu c6 th€ néi ti€ng
hit Randy (ciing nhuw Viét An, cling nhv Quéc
Anh, cling nhv... Dalena va Lynn-Cdng Thanh,
Thanh Ha...) 1a ngd ré&, budc ngodc cia ca nhac
Viét Nam hay khong?

ik

N&u nhitng vi vita mdi ké trén 1a nhitng thanh
tiu ddng quy trong 1anh vic hat ho thi trong lanh
vifc ciia ho, nhitng nha van da mau ciing c6 nhiing
déng gbp dang k€ véi vin chuong clia chdn dinh
cit, Anh Phip MYV hay la gi d6. Viéc nay gdi cho
t6i mdt s& ciu hdi ma phan 61 khong co tra 16i.

Nha viin, nha thd, nghé si da mau cé cin chd
dau xe gin 161 ra vao nhu nhitng ngudi khuyé&t tat
hay khong? Mdi nha xudt bin ¢ cic nudc phat
trién phai xdy mot dudng 1én dudng xudng cho
cActic gia da mau (ding xe lan) hay khong? Cac
tic gid nay 6m y&u, c¢6 chiu dung dudc canh man
trofi chi€u dit, hay la phai vao bing dudc cin I€u
cia chd Tom? Néang dd, gia an 1a chuyén ctia bé
trén, chap nhidn hay khong la chuyén cla nhitng
ngudi phin thip.

Cho d&n gi¥, viéc trao ddi ngang tim van con
hi€m hoi. Trong linh virc kinh t&€ ching han, mét
s0 lang & Senegal song ve ngu nghiép cé mia
tring mé c4 16n lai khong bi€t 1am gi, d€ cho

uon, d€n khi séng to bicn xAu thi lai déi. Ho 6
thé xin ngudi Au xiy gidp cho phong dong da,
phong lanh hay nha miy déng hop, di nhién dé
nhiing thi¥ nay hoat dong thi cling phai xay dung
ludn nha may dién va ¢6 chuyén gia quic t& d€
bao tri, ¢6 nhi¢n li€u nhap canh, vat tW mua tif

‘cacnude phat tri€n v.v... Gidi phap clia cic chuyén

gia Viét Nam (ctia UNDP), la chi cho nhitng ngu
din nay cit nudc mim va nudc mim made in
Senegal di 1a mot thuc t€, khong phai d€ xuat
cAng sang... Thai Lan ma la d€ diing tai chd. Pay
12 mot thi du thanh cong cua hdp tac gita cic
quic gia Nam Ban Cau, khién néu di c6 ngw din
Senegal dn nudc mim thi chang bao lau nita s&
con c6 ca Tét Congo!

Nhung trong lanh virc vin hod, nhiing thi du
nay lai cing hi€m, chua ¢ nha vin Viét nao dugc

- dich sang ti€ng Swahili hay 14 ngudc lai. Ngay ca

sang ti€ng Khmer, tiéng Xiém, tiéng Mién Dién
cling di khong thiy, néi gi Phi chiu. Nhiing tac
gid Thai ma t6i dudc doc, trrde khi d€n 161, ngudi
doc Viét, da phai vong vo doi tau & Lausanne,
Thuy Si hay la Anh qudc, London. Nhiing dudng
bay vin héa cho d€n gid chi cé di 1&n va di xubng,
chua hé& di ngang va di thing.

Mt trim ndm Phap thudc, ta 4n banh mi va
udng sita dic. Phai gan nita thé ky doc 1ap, mot
s it ngudi Senegal mdi biét in nuwdc mim. Khi
nao thi ngudi Viét mdi dn bd dau phong va doc
vin chudng wolof (thd ngii Senegal-Gambia-
Cape Verde)? Toi dé nghi foodstamps (phiéu trd
cip xi hoi danh cho thuc pham) khi phét cho ngudi
Viét chi duge diing mua thuc pham Carib va ngudc
lai.

ke

Con dudng nhua nhuy mdt dudng ngoi bong
dim thing tip vao phia nidi chip chdn xanh. Hai
hing dira nhu vita mdi d ti€m Nails ra xdc nhitng
ngén mém Idi 14 1€n trén ring méi do cltia con
ph& chai chudt. G diy sach, néu khong nhu Thuy
Si thi ciing nhu mdt Pan Mach mién nhiét ddi, cb
nhan ngu (1 1& V%) ciia cdng Copenhagen ngdi

THE K 21 - SO 198 THANG MU, 2005 - 133



trong ho nudc § dau phd ngoan ngoan, khép hai
dii. Khdc nay nhitng ctta hing kim hoan (“Gid
ré nhat ving Carib™), Rolex, Tag-Heuer,
Longines, nhi€u hon cita hang t-shirt va d6 luu
niém. Nhung con tdi, dira 11 tudi, van c6 di€u gi
nh lo ngai. N6 nhin quanh quin, nhing tham c6
cit déu va tudng voi vang mdi quét, nhitng chiéc
xe hai truc di mdi diu ngay ngin bén I€ ning
loang nudc son. Charlote Amalie, tha phu ctia St
Thomas, quin ddo Virgin thudc M§, van tranh
chitc “Dia dang thé gi6i” mbi lin t gidi thiéu,
v6i vinh Maagens gianh ngdi hoa hiu toan cau.
Thing con t6i mit trudc
mit sau, né nghiéng vé

thi lai va séng & Phap (James Baldwin), mdt 6ng
My den 1ap thuy€&t ma tdi c6 xem lai thich sng &
Guinea-Conakry (Stokely Carmichael). Ba
Sandra Cisneros ti dit & ddu givdng may thing
nay, ct 14t 3 trang la t0i ngd, thit tinh 6i ching
bi&t gi vé& vin chudng nay. N€u vin chudng Viét
& My dudc liét vio Vin chudng Da mau thi 6 lai
cang 1d md, nhy moi ngudi Viét & day, toi van
tdng 1 tdi... da tring, ai ciing c6 bang dai hoc,
con em déu valecdictorian va Bolsa la thi do cia
Bic My hay chi it cling Ia trong dong chay (chinh)
clia hdi nhip. Da mau la Ké khac, Rg Cao Ly
phia Bic duting Garden
Grove, Man Mexico

phia t6i hdi nhd “Bo di
b6, diy c6 phai 1a khu
ngudi da den?”

Thi dﬁy van 1A My, bai
Trunk & St John bén kia

udn ¢o khoe minh 1 bai
dep nhatclia qua dat, cac
du thuy€n bac triéu cé
ling 10 qua lai trén bién
thi ciing viy, vin dé
khong tranh khoi van la
chuyén da mau,

Ngudi da mau diu
tién ma t6i co dip quan
sit gin 12 lac 1én 3 tudi &
Viét Nam. Dy la mot
6ng An D6 S&t i, thu
ngin hay thi quy cia
hang gi d6, ngdi ding sau
mot cdi quay kién ¢0, co
boc chin song sit tit be,
chi chira ra mot cdi 16 hd
nhd chic la dé€ dut thic
in (lic do tAt nhién 12 toi
chua hi€u gi4 tri cia dong
tién, diy la cita s6 d€ trao bac). Bé bén ngay tho
héi me “DAy la con gi & trong chuﬁng vay?” Thi
¢6 lem nhem cfing con ngudi va qua bdo, sau nay
t61 lay (con) vo trong ciing An d6 khong kém,
nhin 4t phai JAm. Ong An kiéu kia c6 vi€t vin
hay khong thi t6i khong bi€t nhung gid lai qua
bdo tiép, toi ngdi vi€t & mdt noi ma mbi mot cong
dbng da mau déu dudc hudng mot cii chudng
khong ai budn ra khoi, Iy do Ja ngdi trong s& thi
thi mdi ¢6 ngudi dén coi?

Vé Vin chudng Da mau & Hoa Ky 161 khong
r& may, mot 6ng MY den vi€t vin ma t6i c6 doc
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phia Nam dudng
McFadden (thuong thay
nhitng Huyén Trin
Santa Ana).

Pap xe buyt tir Brea
Mall, quin Cam
(Cailfornia), ra t6i Man-
hattan Beach & quéin Los
Angeles, chi trong 3
ti€ng ta co thé di ngang
22 ghetto sic tdc, bing
4y toa soan bio “Ngudi
Philipin” va “Tagalog
Bido Kinh T&", Ti€u
Delhi va Tegulcigalpa
nhé hay thi d6 ti nan
Bengali. Nhung ba
Monica Ali hay ba

Jhumpa Lahiri dén véi
ching ta phii qua nha
xuét ban London- New
York hay NewYork-

London va phdi viét
bing ti€ng Anh nhu la
Andre Dubus, Ha Jin
hay la Monique Truong.

Vai trd clia vin chuong da mau la phuc vu da
mau hay da tring? T6i viét cho ngudi Viét hay la
tdi vi€t cho Tay? P6 14 mdt hra chon, khdng phéi
13 mot chidu huéng bit budc va tat y&u. Toi cling
thich doc Tay den nita nhung kho néi, nhu vira da
ndi, tdi chi doc dude nhitng Ty den da dude Tay
tring xoa diu. Xoa dau thi cling t6t, con hon 1a bi
danh. Nhung gid c¢6 cich nao td1 tim ra nhitng
dng Tay den bi Ty tring danh?

C6 dip trude 1975 i di viéng mot don dién
cao su d Viét Nam. Téi ching hi€u gi v€ cao su



ca va tbi di v4i dng Gidm d6c don dién 1a ngudi
Phap. Vio nha mdy, ra ritag ciy, muén héi gi
chi phu hay la anh thg, t6i phai hdi ong Giam
d8c bing ti€ng Fhap Ong nay ra hiéu cho 6ng
trd 1y ngudi Viét d€ dng ta dich thic mic nay
clia 16i cho dudng su. Puong s tra 101, Ong trg
Ly bén dich lai cho x€p nguwi Phép va 6ng Giam
dbc quay sang t6i ma lap lai. Toi thiy 1a tdi oai
dé sd tnrdc nhﬁ'ng anh bit vit 1Am 1ét va nhitng
c6 cao mu trim trd. Gid¥, mudn ngudi Lao doc
hay mufn doc ngudi Lio ciing nhv viy, ciing
phai qua 6ng Gidm ddc (Xudt ban) Phap va Ong
trd Iy (dich thuit) Lao. LA nguti vi€t thi tbi oai
ra phét, va né€u Ia ngudi doc thi tdi thiy 6ng/ba
nha vin Lao oai thit, di bén canh ong Tay.
Nhung cdi oai cling ¢6 cdi khd, trong viin chuong
nhu'la trong trrdng hop don dién cao su. Trudng
hdp chét nay, tuy oai nhung t6i khéng cach nao
ma hoi t€n 6 cao mi 1am quen, hen 6 gidf chidu
ra bd song dé€ t6i ting c6 mdt canh hoa dim
but.

Trong vdn chudng da mau nhuge tiéu dai loai
thi cling thé. Khi t6i gap ba Taslima Nasreen
(nha vin Bangla-Desh da mau-banh mét- va hru
vong Thuy Pién), ba dang ngdi uéng nudc trong
bar ciia KS Atrium tai Praha. Liic dé ba dan g
mang an t hinh cia qud khich Hoi gido nén tdi
c6 déi phin thién cim sdn. B lai 13 mét phu nit
diing cam, tuy bi de doa nhung khéng mic 4o
gidp ma con ngang nhién mic 40... hd rén (ciing
mau banh mét) nén déi phin thién cim cia toi
ting 1€n thanh nhitng ba hay bon. Toi mim cui,
i si cling mim cudi, va t6i ti€n lai quiy, dinh
s€ mdi ba ly nidu, mic 2 6ng cAnh sit 1dm L
ding bén bao vé 1am lim dit thudng khi t6i rit
sd cong an. Nhung 5 budc nay ti chwa vudt kip,
tir d4u da hién ra mét “trd 1§ héi tdi mubn gi?
Toi bao t61 c¢6 chuyén mudn néi véi Nasreen.
Ba trd 1y nay thdy mat t6i nghiém trong (7), sd
to1ru 1€ tic gia ciia ba vio con duding vin chudng
bd't chinh nén chia ngay danh thi€p, chuyén gi
thi dng ciing phdi lién hé qua Nha Xuit Ban!
Vay cho nén d€n ngay nay t6i vin con ng
Taslima Nasreen mét ly gimlet it gin va nhiéu
angostura.

"

Mot nam Hoi nghi Thudng dinh  Phap thoai,
to1 vinh du dudc mdi tham gia vio U}r ban Soan
thdo Cai gi (t61 khong 16) vé Vin chudng Phap
thoai cho cédc B6 trudng Vin héa ddng ky thusn

tai H6i nghi. Uy ban lam viéc tzn tru sd Trung
udng & Paris. Ngay dau tién, t6i khong phai la
ngudi duy nhit dén tr€ vi cic thanh vién khic
¢6 ngudi tf Lebanon, tit B bi€én Nga, Senegal
mdi ddp mdy bay qua, c6 ngudi sing sém Iy
thu cao t6c¢ tif nudc Bi. Trong c4c thanh vién,
mét phin la Gido su, Khoa trudng Pai-hoc day
kia, mdt phan Gidm d6c NXB hay Trung tim
Vin héa nay no va mét phan la Nha vin gi d6.
Chiing t6i dén tir Au A My Phi Truug dong va
dai dién nhu th€ la day dd cd. Viéc diu tién sau
budi hop gidi thiéu 1a viéc hanh chanh, nhifng
V1 tif Xa ¢6 vé mdy bay, vé tiu nhung khong c6
quy 4n & va di chuyén tai Paris. Ho to nhé vdi
Ban T6 chitc mét hic, co thu ky d€n hoi truidng
hdp ca nhén t6i (vi c6 1& & cAp thira hianh cb
khong 15 Iy do t6i dudc mdi). Toi twgng trufng
cho Vién dong Phap thoai rét tién 16i vi t6i &
ngay Paris, khong ton quy di lai, khach san, va
to1 ding xe t6i di hop nén ¢b khéi hoan ca linh
tinh vé tau dién, tién taxi! Chi ¢6 budi in trua
chung véi moi ugm:h la do t6 chitc phai dai tho.
Sau d6, an tAm roi vé phin tén phi, ching t6i
mdi ddc Ivc ma lam viEc van héa dudc. Nhung
t6i vin nghe than phl@n Xdm Xi ciia cdc thanh
vién lao dong vén héa, nhd th€ ma nha hang
ding com trwa dudc thay doi mdi ngay va thudc
vio cip kha.

Sau tuan 1€ 15t dep ndy, to1 vin thinh thodng
lién h€ véi cic ban quéc t€ trong U}f ban cii,
thudng 1a théng tin vé sap hop cdp nay 4
Bamako, Mah con vai xudt, hay trudng kia &
Louisianna cdn “nha vin tam cu“’ trong mot
kho6a, da co6 tao mot Madagascar roi con thi€u
may mét nhi vin chdu A. Di nhién, hop & Mali
thi quf t6 chifc 1a ciia Canada hay la Lu:{c:m-
burg, con Dai hoc Lebanon ching han n&u c6
quy tu tic thi ho lai mdi nha vin.. Pllap‘ Nhitng
lic d6 tAm hon t6i len 1én mé6t ndi budn khé ta
hoang sd.

Trong vdn chudng va nghé thuit, vin khong
c¢6 hé thong hang ngang vi khic véi thi du kinh
t& vé nudc mim, ngudi ta van chua thay c6 ich
I¢i gi. Ngudi viét vin thich dugc Tay cho di thang
may,-bAm vao nut la no6 bay lén viin vut trong
nhitng nha cao 8¢ nguy nga. Ngudi doc vin 14y
d6 lam ngudng md trin tré va dudc ci cii sang
ldy. Giai phdp nao diy? Vin chuong da mau thi
t6i khong bi€t nhung ca nhac thi ciing kh4 gian
di. Khi nhim mit lai va tha hén theo ti€ng hit,
thi Randy ti ciing nhitng bdi hdi.
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nguyén thi ngoc nhung

ai 1&n ra khéi nha. Khong. Khong dung.
I Ding chit 1én ¢6 vé ¢ tinh tron tranh.
Phai néi lai, khdng ai dé ¢ khi tdi rd1
nha. Ciing khéng diing nita. T01 phai h6i Hai
chia khéa nha dé€ khi trd lai khong danh thic
moi ngudi. Khong phdi 13 61 dy tinh s& vé rét
khuya, t6i khéng mudn bdm chudng ctta the
nhu bio cho tit ¢4 moi ngudi dang c6 mat trong
1h3 bi€t t6i vé may gid. Khong phadi mudi ba
trén nha di chdi, hay mudi bay di chdi vé qud
gid cho phép. Toi da qué nhitng tudi ay tir lau.
Tuy nhién, khi & nha dng ba gid hay ¢ nha mot
ngudinao khdc, tdi van sg khong vé ding gid
hu d& n6i dit ching c6 ai bit 16i toi diéu nay.
T61i chi khdng thich khi&n cho moi ngudi lo 1ang.
Nhit 12 khi ngudi toi di gap 12 ngudi chua ai
biét mat, chua dugc gidi thiéu bao gid, tuy cing
¢6 lic toi nhac tén.

Hii 14n lwa may chim khéa ndi béng go cham
hinh con méo treo & nha bép. Bang c6 may méc,
méc nao ciing ¢6 mdt, hai chum khoa trong tréo.
To1 hoi Hai.

03 dAu ra nhiéu khéa qua vay? Nha nay cira
trude cifa sau, k& luon cia hong cua g0 cling chiing
nam chia t8i da, day lai nhitng chiim v&i chum!”

Hai cudi.

“Cé minh chi thic mac. Tir trude tdi gid khong
thiy ai thic mic h€t. Kh6a nha Ong ba gia. Khoa
nha ban be.”

“Tin nhau d&n thé a7”

“Nao phai tin nhau. Déy la viéc lam phu tro1
ctia tui em,” Hai cudi to hon mot chit, “Khi moi
ngudi di nghi he, 6 khi phai ghe qua trong chifng
hoic thinh ché meo v& nha minh d€ ngudi di nghi
hé thém phan thanh than.”

Chiim khéa Hai dua tdi ciing nhiéu chia nhung
t5i chua kip hdi chiéc nao 1a khoa nha thi Hai 1y
lai, g& d6i chum khda r6i dua toi phan it chia.

“Pay, chia nay day, md ca hai khoa trén dudi.
Chi cAm phin nay thdi cho n6 nhe.”
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T6i nhét vi, nhin qua phin kinh trong ndi cifa
trudc thay chi€c xe mau tring ngitng gitta dudng
Vi trong 1& khong cdn chd ddu nao hét. Toi noi
vdi Hai.

“Théi chi di nhé. Lat nira ve.

Ciu sau 1a ciunéi thira nhung tdi c6 cam wéng
yén tam hdn khi da thot ra. Toi khep cira nhe sau
lung rdi nhiy nhanh may bac tam cip ra dudng.
Cita xe khong khoa. Toi ngdi vao xe, cén thin
li€c nhin 1én cita nha nhung khong c6 ai nhin ra
ci. Xe vong quanh quay déu lai vi dudng nha
Hai la dudng cing. Mai khi xe ra dén dau duting
Mulugeta méi 1én tiéng, va 10i quay nhin anh.

“Trong Thity van vay. Con c6 phan dep hdn.
Cho t6i xin mot cdi 6m, dudc khong?”

N6i rdi Mulugeta hdi nghiéng ngudi sang. To1
vong tay phai 6m c8 vai, dau hdi nghiéng nhung
vin khong tranh dugc cai hon dat noi ma phai.
Cai 6m 16ng 1éo tir t6i nhung lai chit ché than
mét tit Mulugeta. Toi no1, mat day nhin dang trudc.

“Hinh nhv phi ra nhiéu day!”

“T51? Phi? Pau c6 dau!”

“Lai ch6i. Lau khong gap t01 biét chit. Phi ra
nhiéu qua coi chirng gidng ba gial”

«Toi bict. Toi bi&t. Ma ndy, lAu ngay gap lai
khong noi gi vui v& dim thim lai than phién mAp
phi vdi lai cao mau cao ma?”

[in gip nay, toi c6 hoi bat budc minh. Chéng
phai vi Mulugeta nai €p hay nan ni, ma vi toi da
itng thit hita vGi anh. Hai 1an ca thay.

I 4n diu 8 Los Angeles. Lic d6 Mulugeta da
don di Seattle sau khi me méat. Ba me 12 nguyén
nhén toi chia tay vdi anh. Ba khong mudn
Mulugeta Iay vo khong cting xif, khong cling dao.
Toi 13 ngudi ly di chong, khong theo dao Thicn
chiia chinh thong, lai da ving. Dau phai chi co
minh ngudi Tau hay ngudi Viét 1a khong thich
con minh l4y vd 14y chdng khong ciing xi. Thinh
thodng t6i nhin ra quan di€m trong nam khinh
ni¥ ndi Mulugeta qua nhitng 181 k€ vo tinh, chuyén



gia dinh ho hang c6 con diu da tring hoic da
den 8 My. Thit con ddu khong bi€t chd ngdi, vai
trd clia minh 1a fu tdp ciing céc ba & nha b&p hay
quay quin v6i nhau to nhé chuyén dan ba, ma
ddm ngang nhi€n I€n phong khach gép chuyén
vdi cdc 6ng. Dau phai vi me Mulugeta ma tdi bt
dan tinh cdm véi anh. Chinh vi Mulugeta ma tbi
dan xa.

Tir Radisson gan phi trating, Mulugeta goi tdi,
Anh vin goi t6i méi ngay sudt tuin 18 di viéc
hang.

“Ngay mai t6i vé, chiéu nay Thiy dén diy
minh di an.”

“Khéng. Khéng

dudge.”

“Lanh ling th&
san?”

“U, th&”

“Thoi dirng lam
khé nida. T6i ddi
Thiy dé€n an tdi &
khich san.”

“Pi ra ngoai dn
chit khédch san may =
chd d6 ¢6 gi d€ an?”

“U, Thily mudn
di dn § dau cing
dugc hét, nhung i
phi dén day 3.

“DE t6i suy nghi.”

“Suy nghi? C4i
tat! Gi cing suy
nghi. Ldn nhd gi
cing suy nghi.
Khong thiy 1a mat
thi gidf sao? Chuyén
bé ti xiu ma suy nghi lau lic. Chi€u thi sdu kia
ma, hay lai c6 hen véi ai 467 N&u c6 thi thoi, toi
khong ép Thiy.” Giong Mulugeta c6 vé dd dam,
T6i nghi thAm, ngudi sao chim hi€u, va tra 19i.

“Khong, khéng ¢6 hen vdi ai cd... Chi khong
biét c¢6 nén dén hay khoéng.”

Dén day thi t8i c6 phan néi déi. Khoéng hen
véi ai ca thi ding nhung bi€t d€n hay khong thi
101 da biét 1a khong. TAt nhién cdi dJ nidm & t6i
dd khong néi thang. Toi chi bi€t dua ra tin hiéu vi
khéng mudn lam cham ty 41 Mulugeta. Nhung
né&u anh khong hiéu hay ¢d tinh khong bét 14y tin
hiéu, thi 161 ¢6 phai & 161 hay khoéng? Trong toi
chiing con gi dé khdi diy c, cdn chiing 14 tinh
ban b&, ddi khi thim hoi hodc ca phé mot tach

Chan dung

budi sang méa thdi. D6 1a trong t6i, trong Mulugeta,
101 khong may d€ ¥, khong con 12 van dé 161 mudn
lwu tAm. Ciing ¢6 lic t61 ngd virc viee Mulugeta
muén giif finh ban chi 12 cdi ¢6 &€ anh khong
phai nhin thiy dicu 61 dd bong gi6 dua gidn la
moi thi di cham dit.

“Cho t6i ndm phit suy nghi nhé. Chua dén gid
ve&”

“Thi ra sdm mot ti, hdm nay thit sau.”

U thi thit sdu c6 khi moi ngudi vé sém hon
thudng 1& mot chit néu dugc nhung khdng c6
nghia 14 th s4u nao ciing thé. Nhitng khi khéng
bin dé 4n, t6i cling vé sém mudi lam phit hoac

nita gid, iy ¢d di an cudi, tiéc tung, di chdi hay
cim trai cudi tuiin, k€ ca than mét... d€ vé sém.
TAt nbién ai ciing biét 14 cd du thira, c6 vo 1y.
Ntta gid hay muti lim phit, ngay ca mot gid cling
khéng thay d6i dudc gi hét nhung nita gid vé sém
van 13 nita giy v& sém. Poi khi v€ sém chi dé
chay ra bar tin déc véi ban be, c6 khi, cling guan
trong ching kém gi § lai d€n nita dém cho mot
dé 4n khin.

Sau ciing, sau nhiéu lan goi di goi lai subt hai
g1y 1am viéc cudi ngay thit sau do, i ddi khi da
1€n xa 16 405, goi cho Mulugeta.

“I61 khéng d&n diu, anh di in di, mai vé binh

“Hi¢? Sao d8i ¥ nhanh nhu thé nay?”

an
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| n@? .n ba, t6i c6 quyén
-::«“%ﬁ%b
1 Compton.”
i di. Chua xa ldim. Lam on, quay
trd lau aiy?”

“Khéng. Lin nay nhat dinh la khong”

“C6 hen v6i ai phdi khong? C& néi di, t6i hi€u.
Tha Thiy néi thit 1a Thiy c6 hen, c6 ban trai, co
ai do, toi hi€u.”

“Pa néi bao lan, 161 khong c¢6 ban trai, khéng
¢6 hen vdi ai ca, chi khong mudn gap anh théi,
khong biét tai sao.”

P6 12 tdi néi that. Chiéu thit sdu hdom dé, sau
khi goi qua goi lai, hita roi d6i ¢ roi hita ol suy
nghi, sau ciing i Iua chon § tidng lic dau la
khéng mudn gip Mulugeta. Me Mulugeta mit
rdi, gidd anh tron quyen quyét dinh moi chuyén
trén d3i minh. Nghe ra thi qua c6 budn cudi nhung
Mulugeta khong thiy gi 12 budn cudi khi nghe
155 me, k€ ca phai hy sinh doi tw. T6i khong trich
anh sd me, tOi trich anh khoéng ddm ch6ng dd
finh yéu ciia riéng anh, khong phai v6i ca nhén
t6i ma 14 vdi ngudi anh yéu. Gid c6 trach, c6 ndi
thi ciing khong thay déi tinh th€. Mulugeta 1y
vd, mbn ding hd d6i, ciing con nha giau, ciing
giai cAp truding gid va chitc quyén. Toi khong c6
nhitng thit twdng tw. TAt nhién Mulugeta ciing biét
xAu hd khi bi tdi diia bdn, sang th€ ky hai muoi
mdt rdi ma van con c6 ndi phii ngim chén nin
¢é co dau. Tuy rang cling ¢6 phan nan t6i da n6i
qué, 14y vg chit khong phai mua nb I€.

Me cta Mulugeta, mdt ngudi dan ba manh
mé& va qué khich. Qua khich trong tit cd moi viéc
ba lam k€ ca kinh doanh, day con. LAy chong
sdm vi d6 1a chuyén binh thuGng & x@ Mulugeta,
mudi siu tudi ba da cé anh 1a con dau long. La
con trai ca thi moi trach nhiém bon phin do1 véi
gia dinh dong ho niim trén vai Mulegeta. Toi dodn
vi viy ma anh khong didm cii me, vi phdi lam
outdng cho tim ngudi em con lai. Lan dau gap
ba, tdi c6 ngay dn tgng ba 1A mdt ngudi kho
khin khéng rong lwgng. Vi nhitng chudi xdm
quanh ¢8, c6 tay va co chan nhin manh thém céi
&n tuong cd hii khé khin 4y. Nhung an tugng dé
sai. Nam ba mudi ba hay mudi bon gi do, trong
m6t1an xudng phé, nghe 18i ban bé xdi bi€u thach
thitc ma xAm nhitng chudi trang di€m quanh cb,
cb tay va cO chan. Toi doan ciing phai mét ca
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ngay, hai ba ngudi xAm dé€ xaAm cho hét ngan Ay
thit. Chu'a k€ cii gan chiu dau ctia ba. Nhitng hinh
x4m d6 1a 4n twdgng dau tién nhitng ngudi khong
cung xi&, hoac gia cing x@ cd khi cling ngac nhién
ngd ngd, tudng ba theo co tuc ndo d6. Khong,
khong phdi vay, Mulugeta n6i v6i 161, chi la mot
16i 1am tudi tré, dai d6t mot ngay dé rdi ca dui
khong tdy x6a dudc. Pi diu ciing gy su chd §
khong can thiét.

LAn thi hai t6i that hita vdi Mulegeta khi anh
da don di Virginia. Téi di dir 1€ ra truding cla thing
chiu. Mulugeta bi€t chi vi anh tinh c& goi tdi tudn
1& trudc ngay di. Anh vin goi t6i nén t6i bi€t anh
dang & dau lam gi, nhung toi gan nhi khong goi
anh dil t6i c6 sO dién thoai nha, s6 di dong, dia
chi dién thu. Toi 1a the. Toi da néi v6i Mulugeta,
dirng ddi 161 goi, t6i khong goi ai hét triy khi c6
chuyén cén, tit nhién la quan trong, d6 1a théi
quen khbéng miy hay cla t6i. Néu Mulugeta
khong goi khoang tuin 1€ trrde khi tdi di, chic
chin toi da khong that hita vdi anh. Toi chi nguy
bién khi d6 thira.

Lin tht hai thit hen, t6i dd hda s& goi cho
Mulugeta khi ¢6 dip, mot khoang tréng thi gid,
vy ma t6i ddi khi di ra phi truding lic ngdi ddi
1&n tau tHi mdi goi cho Mulugeta. Bén ngay & do,
t6i ¢6 1dm lic khong lam gi hét. Sudt mudi lAm
phiit trén dién thoai chi minh Mulugeta n6i, toan
14 trich méc va trich moc. Toi ngd anh dd nim
dudc tin hiéu. Nhung khong.

Toi hdi Mulugeta khi anh ré 1€n xa 16,

“Pi dau day?” 1oi lo ling “Dirng di xa qu4, vé
khuya hoi ky.”

Anh li€c t6i cudi cudi.

“Téi chi ddi c6 phiit nay d€ bit coc Thity sudt
dém.”

“Pitng lam t61 s¢.” Téi nhin anh do héi va biét
Mulugeta chi dua.

“Thit ra tbi ciing ching bi€t di dau, cif lai ding
nay, thinh thoang t6i ra day v01 ban be.”

“Quén ci phé hay tiém rugu?”

“Club.”

“Club? Anh ¢6 nhay bao gid ma vao club?”

“Chd nay c6 quay rudu bén ngoai, club nhay
bén trong. Gid nay thi qua thét tdi khong biét
tiém ca phé hang sich nao md cia d déun.”

Toi thd dai.

“Khéng biét di ddu ma van cim ddu chay 1a
chay, lam nhv t& dudng ndi dén ldm vay.”

Mulugeta v6 nhe tay toi roi nim ludn.

“Hay vé nha t6i7”



“Khong.”

T6i néi ngay lap tic. Mulugeta cuii.

“Bi€t ma, th& nio ciing phan d6i!” rdi k& 1€
“Nha t6i cdch ddy hon ca gid. Thay chua, t6i da
di ci git dong ho chi d€ nhin thdy Thiy, khong
thAy vui mifng gi ca, ngudi vo dn.”

Téi rit tay lai nhin tru6c mat khdng néi. Nhimng
hang tén dudng la & mét thanh phd khong quen
bi€t vat qua. Mot lat béng Mulugeta luc loi may
td gidy 16n x6n chd tay dua giita t6i va anh. Toi
hoi.

“Kiém gi vay?”

“Ban d5.”

“Trdi di, gid nay con kifm dudng nita.”

“Khong, 16i nhd hét nhung vAn mudn kiém
lai.”

Nho hét nhung van mudn kiém lai... 16 suc nhd
thém mot tinh budn cudi clia Mulugeta 13 d& by
lac hudng. Pan 6ng it ¢6 ngudi nhy the. Thuding
thi ho dinh hudng nhanh nén it di lac trong khi
thud trwde di diu chd ndo la vdi Mulugeta, the
nao ciing phai queo vong lai hai lan la it nhat.
Toi gid gi& may td gidy, héi.

“Td nao? bi ddu?”

“Club Prada & trung tAm thanh phd.”

“Hmmm Prada hd, chd d6 cé ban vi dAm hay
quan 40 gi khong?”

“Khong.”

“Khong, thi dua t6i dén lam gi?”

“ING chi triing tén théi. Khach club nay thuding
14 ngudi cudi hai mudi khodng ba mudi nén khong
¢ 16n x6n thudc men vdi lai Au da kiéu con nit.
Pén day vai lan thdi nhung tdi nghi chic Thuy
thich.”

T6i dia ma Mulugeta khong biét. Anh quén
mat hém qua t6i k€ chuyén di New York mua vi
dim gia modt cach vui vé tré con. Lan ddu mua
do gid, t6i nhu tré dudc db chdi méi nhung nhanh
chéng thd d vi d6 gia thi c6 gi hon dd thit ngoai
trif trd vui tra gia — ciing v vit chang kém — giita
ngudi mua va ngudi ban. Toi néi vdi Mulugeta,
di New York thi phai coi hang gid, phai ghé ngang
ché ACB thu hinh Good Morning, America méi
sang, ghé coi shows Broadway, sap hang hy vong
vao dudce show clia David Letterman... d6 12 binh
thudng du khéch, nhung Mulugeta than nhién khi
nghe t6i vira k€ vira dua. Oi trdi, chuyén tin m4n
doi thutng anh con khong dé€ ¥, khong biét dén,
thi néi gi dén nhitng ddi hdi hay va chudng khéng
may binh thudng clia t6i. P6 gia khéng phai Ia
do that. Pau cling th€. Viéc gi cling thé. Tinh yéu

cling vay.

Tim dudc t&f gidy chi din duting di, t6i 14m
nham doc dd xem da d€n du thi nghe Mulugeta
noi.

“A, tdi diy thi t6i biét rdi.”

Toi bo t& gidy xubéng. Mulugeta d€ tay noi ddu
gdi tbi xoa xoa, tdi dAy tay anh ra mét cich nhe
nhang.

“Lo lai xe, dirng Id dang.”

Giong Mulugeta vui vé.

“Vang, thua ba!”

Pén ndi, giao xe cho nguti lo chuyén du, t6i
theo Mulugeta vao cita. Nhi€u ngudi vy quanh
khong bi€t ddi gi. Ngudi gac cita xin dude xem
béng ldi xe hay thé c6 hinh. T6i cutii dira,

“T6i qud tudi tir 1au.”

Anh ta dia lai, c6 1& d€ giit khéch.

“T6i khong tin,” nhin bing lai xe clia t6i “Cali-
fornia? Trong 6 khong khac bon dang ditng dang
kia!” Anh khodc tay mo hd bén trai bén phai gi
d6. TAt nhién 12 anh ta chi néi qua cho vira long
khach. Bon ma anh khoéc tay chi, 1A mot dam tré
tudi dang nhd nhing gi d6 v6i nhau, gidy cao
g6t, mat ndng phén son, quan 40 hd trén hé dudi.
Vay cuc ngin, gidy bt cao hay giay cao gét, 40
6ng hd bung hd nguc. Pam con trai thi khéng c6
gi khac la ngoai trit khong c6 quéin jeans. Toi vin
bi€t ¢6 nhitng club khéng cho mic jeans dit chi I
a0 khodc. Toi ciing khong r6 Iii nhé tu tdp chd
ddi gi bén ngoai.

Bén trong club 1a mdt quay rudu that dai. Dai
fit cita vao cho dén cita tmng din vao san nha},r
Lan ddu 6i thi'y mét quiy rugu dai kinh khiép
nhu ‘i.-fﬂ}-f [t nhat cling la bdn hay nidm bbi rudu
sau qua}r Pdi dién quiy rugu 14 nhiéu ngin phin
chia ngdi dudc tir bén dé&n sdu ngudi ron g rai,
ném dod, thit booth gidng & tiém in nhung hinh
tron, con gh€ ngdi quay thi qui that, rit nhiéu,
nhi€¢u d&€n ngdp méit vi chidu dai khong ngd cua
quiy rugu, clia cin phong ma nhin tif cita bén
ngnal toi da cho la hep la nhd. Vao d€n bén trong
roi mdi bigt [ mit bi lita. Bén trnng r-::rng bé ngang
lai Idm chiéu dai, d6 1a chwa k& cubi phnug din
sang club nhay ma Mulugeta bio 1 rt 16n va
nhac rét 6n. G phong ngoai nhac chi nghe ving
vang nén thich hdp cho |6p ngudii mudn trd chuyén
han Ia nhay nhét.

Lu'a dudc hai ghé trong k& nhau noi quiy rdi,
Mulugeta lai ngin ngai.

“Thiy mudn ngdi chd riéng khdng?”

Nhin quanh, hinh nhu'booth néo ciing c6 nguti,
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toi ldc dau.

“Ngoi day cling dude, gol nudu lai nhanh hdn

T6i goi Manhattan trong khi Mulugeta un::ng
nudc ngot. Toi lai quén mat Mulugeta khong udng
rrgu. Lai thém mot ngudi khong co bac, rugu
che. Ciing la, nhitng ngudi dan nng cha toi, U thi
clia t6i trong mdt lic ndo do, déu khong udng
rigu, déu khong cd bac.

“Ltc nay Thiy ra sao?”

“VAn vay. Chic lam cho dén khi v€ huu, mét
chd nay thoi, khong 6 can dam ddi nha doi s¢
nhu anh.”

“Lai nhao bang gi ﬂﬁ}f Toi don vi... gia dinh,
khong phai vi td1 mudn.”

“1 3 sao? Cé ai don nha khong vi gla ﬁin.lﬂ

“¥ 61 n6i vi vd, khong phai § to1 mudn. Toi
thich California hon, vin thich California. Nhung
gia dinh vd phéan 1dn déu & Virginia.”

Toi hoi thif ¢ mot chat vi khong mAy quan tim
r.:huyen glﬂ dinh Mulugeta Vd giau, con nha
quyén th&, bo me doi bén déu thdoa man hai long,
c6 gi d€ k& 1€ than phJE:ﬂ tri khi Mulugeta mang
méc cam minh c6 qua nhidu hanh phic, qué nhiéu
may mén, k€ cd viéc sanh ra da la con nha giau,
trrdng gia.

“Tpi c6 nhiéu van dé hon T huj,:r twdng.”

“V&n d&? K& nghe xem nao.” Téi van dua.

“Toi voi Helen khong hdp.”

T6i nhudng chin may.

“Khong hop sao lai bang long ldy nhau.”

“L Ay rbi cang ngay mdinhénra la khnug. hgp.”

“Chuyén ﬂnftmg Tir tr giai quyet rbi ciing
xong. Vin dé 1h c¢6 mudn giai quyét chia sc vdi
nhau hay khong da.”

“}(n::-ng“ [.im sao xong d& nhu Thiy néi? Phai
dugc the€ thi k& Thiy nghe lam gi?”

Téi nghiém miit, tw nghi, bét dua cgt lai, ciu
chuyén c6 vé nghiém trong.

“yd chong l1au ngdy ciing c6 khi bit dong ¥
ki€n. Bit ddng ¥ ki€n ciing 1a dicu tot”

“Phai chi c6 s bift ddng ¥ ki€n thoi thi ciing khong
d€n ndi. Dang nay chi c6 mot ¥ ki€n ma thoi”

“0)... Mot ¥ ki€n thoi thi hoi phién. ¥ kién ciia
ai? Clia anh hay 1a ciia Helen?”

“Ciia Helen. Va cia me Helen, cia chi, cua
em, ctia di, ciia cha cia me Helen.”

“Phién nhi.”

Téi chi bi€t noi thé. Khong bi€t nén nbi gi khic
dé€ an i Mulugﬁta Anh lwa chon Helen theo ¥
me, va néu toi nhd khong JAm thi cfing ¢6 lan anh
n6i a ¢6 yéu Helen. Khong yéu thi 1ay lam vd
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lam gi. Ciing c6 tinh yéu ngin ngﬁl tinh yéu sip
dat, tinh }feu d&n sau nghia vd chong va tinh yéu
bién d6i dan thanh ng]na vg chcnng T6i nhicu
finh cim nén chi mudn tinh yéu sudt ddi, khong
nghia, khong nd nin, i chi muén yéu va dugc
yeu.

“Helen mudn ly di”

“Hé 7T’

Téi gifit minh. Mulugeta nhin toi.

“f. Helen mu&n ly di trong khi Thily biét roi,
dao thien chL‘ta chinh thong nhu t61 khdng thé ¢6
chuyén ly di. M6t 1an 14y nhau la sudt doi.”

“Bat ké moi chuyén?”

“Uf bat k€ moi chuyén. Toi khong thé ly di vg.
Helen thay doi nhiéu qué, chic tai dnh hudng
doi sOng x@ nay.”

T61 nhin mat.

“Pirng do thira”

“Thit. Liac mdi qua Helen hién lanh dé chiu,
néi gi ciing nghe 18i. Gid, gi cling cil, gi cing
khong bing long. PAi tinh vi sa0?”

“Vianh?”

“Tai lam gi d¢ Helen déi tanh?”

“T6i noi the vi thiy anh trdch Helen du thi
ma khong nghe ndi anh co gi d6i thay tir khi dat
chian 1&n x& nay”

“Toi van vay.”

“Thi the.”

“IMia mai gi day’”

“Thi minh c6 thdy minh bao gid. Toan thdy

ngudi ma khong thdy minh. Thay ngudi a d€ nhat,
khoi phai doi dién minh.”

Toi tim céch d8i dé tai vi thit su khong thich
nghe chuyén nh ric rdi clia Mulugeta.

“\/An hai dita con gai? Hoc l0p may roi7”
“Jenny 16p nim, Keshi mdi vao mau glao.”
“Bé thé a7 Co dinh c6 thém con trai khong?”
“I6i mu6n nhung Helen khong mudn thém con

nita.”

“Difng €p né€u ngudi ta khong mudn.”’

“Thi t6i c6 ép dau. Toi 6 bao gid €p ai chuyen
gi dau?”

T61 su'c nhd ra mot chuyF:n cil.

“Hai d6 anh than phién Helen thich nif trang,
ban tay ndm ngon mang nhin hét bon, phai
khong?”’

“Sao nhd hay vay?”

Mulugeta nhin toi &m ai. Té1 buc minh da thit
bai khi 14i chuyén khong xong.

“Miy dita em ctia anh thi sao? Con g Canada
khong?”



“Thang em 1t vé ludn roi. N6 khong thich &
M§ ma ciing khong thich & Canada. Khong ai
chiu né ndi nén cho né vé & vdi dng gia. Em k&
t61 & Canada dd c6 vg. Hai dida em gai & diy
ciing c6 chong roi, vin con & Seattle”

“Ong gia chua 14y vd khac a?”

“Tuc 1€ x 161, chic dng gia mudn gilt, vd mat
rbi thi théi khéng 14y vd khac.”

“Hay tai miy anh em khong cho 6ng gia cd
b6?” Toi diia. Mulugeta voi v ldc dau.

“Khéng, khoéng ¢6 déu. T6i cling mudn dng
gia co ngudi bén
canh sdn sdc nhung
fy & 6ng chi nao
phai tay & t61.”

“Anh  phong
khodng? Chic phai

x€t lai. Khong nghe
néi anh sé€ chip
nhin 6ng gid co
tinh md&i tinh cti ma
chi nghe 14 sin séc.
Sédn séc thi nha anh
dd cd chuc ngudi
lam rdi, ong gia dau
cAn.”

Mulugeta go
dau t6i mot cdinhe.

“Ngudi hay bit
bé. Thiy hi€u t6i
mudn néi sin séc¢
vd&i nghia gi. Chung
nio Thiy 14y
chéng? Quén,
chirng nao Thiy cé
ban trai? Thay
chua, t6i vin nhd
Thiy noi 14 sé
khong 1dy chong.”

“Nh¢ gidi. Toi khong c6 ban trai. Khong cé
bd, chi ¢6 tinh nhéin.”

Anh nheo miit,

“WNé1 doc.”

“T'hédt ma. Khong tin thi thoi”

Toi li€c nhin dong ho trén tudng nhung nd hoi
xa khong thiy ro. Téi héi Mulugeta.

“MAy gid roi?”

Anh nhin ddng hd néi.

“Hon muti mot gid.”

Diy gh€ doc theo quay rudu khdng cé méy
ghé& trong. SO ngudi di vao nhi€u hon sd di ra,

nhit 1a s& di thing vao san nhiy bén trong. Toi
tat xudng gh€ ndi véi Mulugeta.

“Pdi ti, 161 vao phong vE sinh.”

Phong vé sinh nim & cudi quay rudu. Toi to
md budc vao phia nhac 6n Ao. Phong nhay hinh
tron rat 16n véi mdt quiy ridu nhd cung ng cho
s0 nguti trong phong. Trong nay khéng co ban
ngdi chi cé ban ding tic Ia nhitng ci ban rit cao
trén dé6 day ly nhua udng nita chitng bé lung tung,
Nhifng ngu®i khong nhay thi diing quanh nhin ra
san nhdy chét chdi nguoi vdi ngudi. Nhitng ly
rrdu trong nay toan
béing ly nhua, khong
nht § quay rudu
ngoal kia. Bia ciling
dudc rot ra ly nhua
chit khdng a1 dudc
cAm chai hay lon.
Nhac 1dn dén diéc
tai. Chang trich ai
mudn néi chuyén thi
ngoi ngoai kia, con
vao trong nay thi chi
c6 nhay va nhay.
Nhiéu ngudi nhdy
vdi ly ridu cam tay,
khong thi nguGi ding
ngoai hai tay 6m ba
bon ly. Cudi phong
== = 0 dan cao trén dan
ngudi, hai vii cong

gogo udn éo cong

ngudi that déo. Chot
cO ngudi dung sat
bén hoi.

“Cé mudn nhay
kKhéng?”

Téi lic ddu nhin
1én. U thi nhin én vi
anh ta cao 16n, mat trong rit tré.

“LAy lam ti&c.”

“T61 md ¢6 ly rugu?’

“A khong, cam dn, to1 ngﬁi vdi ban ngoai kia.”

“Xin 161.”

Téi vio phong vé sinh rdi trd ra bén ngoai noi
véi Mulugeta.

“161 vao trong col tui n6é nhay, lai dudc mét
chang tré tudi mdi nhay mdi rucu.”

“Chdc tai dén md nén n6 khong tha'y 16"

Toi hit lvng ban tay vio vai Mulugeta.

“Van dé § diy la chang tré wéi lich su, biét

Anh Kouyén Hudng
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xin 13i khi minh tit chéi chit khong quay ngoit di
khi nghe chit khong.”

“Tudng Thiy mudn khoe minh con tre, con
dugc khoi ngudi mdi chao.”

Toi thiic ciii chd hong Mulugeta hdi manh mot
chit. Anh 6m hong kéu len.

“Nhe tay, d6 dé v3,” roi cuti dua ham ring
khoe, “thém ly nita?”

T6i gat dau. Mulugeta ra hiéu v6i ngudi ding
sau quiy, tay chi ly rugu clia tbi rbi ding day,
‘cAu k¥ mot cich gia vd dua bdn.

“¥in 181, i c6 chit viéc riéng, s€ trd laingay.”

Mulugeta di vé phia phong vé sinh. Chi bdi
rudu hoi.

“Thém ly nay nita khong?”

T6i nhin ly nudc ngot con mdt phan ba cla
Mulugeta lic dau. Chi dé ly rugu trudc mat toi,
tién tay vo 1ay ly dd can don di, va rit lich sy
khnng néi vi toi gia tién cla ly mdi dem ra. To1
ngdi nhin bing qud miy bdi nigu bén ron qua lai
pha rudu tinh tién d€m tién. Chdt c6 ngudi lam
bam.

“H& site xitng d6i. Khi dot di v&i th an that
cho.”

T6i quay phit nhin bén ph.'Ell

“Anh vira noi gi?”

Hai thanh nién ding canh ngudi vita n6i voi
va nghiéng ngudi nhv chan.

“Xin 1i, xin 16i. N6 uéng hoi nhiéu. Xin 16i
¢6. Xin 161.”

T61 nhin dim dim mat ngudi vira n6i. Han con
tré 1im khéng qué hai mudi lim, t61 doan, toc
niu, 40 sd mi den, khong bi€t mat mau gi, trong
t61 m& 101 khong ﬂlﬁ'}’ r5. Toi buc dén nbi khong
bi€t n6i g ngodi trir nhin tring mat ngudi n6i.
Gid) thi t6i chic hin méi vira d&n tudi udng rudu.
Khong biét cdi nhin cia toi ¢6 hiu luc gi khong
nhung hin nhin di ndi khac du luc dau ciing ¢
thach thic nhin lai. Hai nguti ding canh, o 1€ la
ban, vA 1 hon véi i khi 181 i gh€ ditng ngay
trwdc mat ca ba.

“Toi thanh thuc xin 16i ¢b. N6 ubng hdi nhiéu,
hom nay ngay ra trudng ciia n6. Xin 16i c6. Ditng
dé v 10i ké say rugu.”

“Say, khong phai la cd dé€ toan quyén k¥ thi
ngudi khac.”

Téindéi, cam thﬁ}r mit d6 bitng nhung tAt nhién
14 trong béng t6i ctia hdp dém khdng ai nhin thay,
nhén ra. C6 bdi rudu xen vao.

“Chuyén ¢i vay? Moi nguti binh an ch@?”

Gid t6i mdi suc nhin ra ¢d c6 mau da sam, toc
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thit nhiéu bim nhé, mdt ngudi da den. Mot trong
hai ngudi thanh nién né1 vi co.

“Khm:tg ¢6 gi cd, phai khong?” han nhin 6i ¢6
v& niin ni rdi i€p, “ban i c6 16 khi€ém nha vdi
cb day, chiing tdi xin 16i.” C8 boi rdu nhin t6i do
hoi. Toi bi&t chi cAn k€ lai Ia cd goi ngay ngudi
giff an ninh 16i ci d4m ra ngoai nhung rdi diu
xubng, t6i trd lai gh€ ngdi, néi vdi co.

“Khong ¢6 gi. Cam on. Khong ¢6 gica”

Mulugeta trd lai khong bi€t chuyén gi vira xay
ra nhung IJ]llll mat to1 lai doan.

“Mudn vé phai khong? Udng hét ly di rdi toi
dwa v&. Pa hita 1a gentleman thi giit 13i gentle-
man, d6n tin ndi dua vé tin chd, con nguyén.”

Toi khﬂﬂg, néi gi, udng hét ly rugu dd mdtcach
kh6éng mAy binh thudng. Mot ly nhu thé, thuting
thi t61 d4 nhAm nhi ca gid, nhufng noi bitc bdi trong
toi nang né, khong ra khoi ndi iy, t6i khong biét
s& ¢o lic ném ly vao mat al.

T6i chi nghi thé bao ma khdng bao gid thuc
hién didu minh nghi. Ngay lic t6i roi gh€, tay
6m 40 khodc mdng, chdt ngudi da lam bam lic
nay ditng phit diy chin t6i lai. Ngd ngang, to1
nhin sitng mit hin trong khi Mulugeta khong
hi€u gi nhung c6 1€ theo ban ning, hoi x4n vao
giita.

.. xin 161.” hin lai 1dm bam, Quﬁ bt ugi’f toi
khu'ug ra nhtt ldc ndy, nhw khi hdn lam bam cau
k¥ thi. Mulugeta ding cao hon anh ta khodng nira
dAu, dénh dang nhin xudng, nét mat ngd nga-:
C6 bdi rudu hot hoang hoi chom ugu'dl trén quay
nghe ngéng. Hai ngui ban cua hidn tam lai.

MA4t mot hai gidy moi nglidl thin ra ddy, toi
suc nghe budn cudi, mot tay day ngm: Mulugeta,
chan nhich di mét budc, nhin thing mit ngudi
néi. “OK, t6i nhén 18i xin 16i. Th6i minh di,
Mulugeta” C4 dém cho dé€n lic Ay t6i mdi goi
t&n Mulugeta ra ti€ng, modt lan. Hai ngudi ban
clia ngudi thanh nién nhin Mulugeta cudi nhe gt
diu chao. Toi di nhanh khéng can bi€t Mulugeta
c6 theo kip hay khong.

V& dén Los Angeles, Mulugeta da goi, hanh
Iy t6i chuwa md ra, dang lua thu ném thung rac.

“T6i goi d€ cam on da git 15i gap nhau lin
nay. Toi khong ngd to1 nht‘_’f Thiy nhiéu dén nhu
vy, Toi do dua Thu}f vé 1di, t61 khong biét lam
sao ma vé dudc dén nha”

Téi lanh ling nhung nhe nhang mot chat.

‘T 4n chét, Mulugeta. Lan chét”

Chic Mulugeta khong hi€u, khong nghe ra
diéu t6i mudn noi.



Tai sao vi€t bing tiéng Viét?

christine cao

hi nghién cifu nén vin hoc Viét hai
ngoai, ngén ng® nguyén ban cia tic
him 12 mot diém dac trung rit quan
trong nhung thudng it duge phin tich. Trong
pham vi vin hoc va lich st nudc My, su lua
chon viét bing tiéng Viét cé lién hé vdi nhiéu
van dé: chinh ki€n, 1ong hoai huong, cdch ddng
héa v8i vin hoda My, thé loai va phong cich
van hoc, anh hudng ciia qudc gia hodc truyén
théng, doi tudng ngudi doc, v.v... LAm th& nio
va dya vao dau d€ hi€u va phén tich dong vin
hoc nay? No1 dung ¢é gi khic so vdi vian hoc
viét bing ti€ng Anh khong? Cé cin ddi chi€u
gita nhitng thé hé khong? So sdnh theo gidi
han dia 1§ hay dit trong bdi cdnh qudc t€? Theo
pham tri dan téc hodc mau da trong nudec M§?
N&u so sdnh vdi nhitng tic gia § Viét Nam,
Phip, va Chau Phi thi chiing ta s€ nit ra nhitng
khic biét hay khdm phd gi mdi la? Hoic &
pham tri nhé hon la xét theo dia phudng, tac
phim sdng tic & Nam Cali c6 gi khdc so vdi
tdc phim & Texas hay Louisiana khong? Néu
mudn md réng viéc phé binh tic phim viét
bing ti€ng Viét thi phai chd ¥ tdi nhung ciu
héi nay va nhiéu hon thé. Trong gidi han cia
bai phén tich nay, t6i muén 4p dung nhitng ly
thuy&t vé ngdn ngit trong nganh vin hoc vé
“hau chu nghia thyc dan” Chéiu Phi-Carib va
nganh vin hoc da mau ciia din toc thiéu s6 tai
M§ nhu ciia ngudi My goc A.

Tit “francophone” - ndi chung la tic gia viét
bing ti€ng Phap ngoai bién gidi nuéc Phép - ban
dau 1a mdt pham trit vin héa d& qudc vi nhitng
nhém nay bay té sy banh trudng cia chii nghia
thuc din Phép va thanh cOng cia céi goi 1a “sit
ménh khai hoa” cia thuc din (mission
civilisatrice).1 Khai niém nay khong khic gi miy
so vd1 “anglophone” hodc “lusophone” — sur
truyén b4 ngdn ngit ciia thuc din Anh va BS Pao
Nha trén th€ gidi. Nhung theo Belinda Jack, nhitng
tic gia francophone thudng khong gin bé chit
ché vdi vin héa nude Phap cho dit ho la cong

din Phap, nhét 1 ngudi thdi thue ddn va hdu thue
dan. Jack khing dinh v€ vin hoc francophone:

“..thit quan hé giita vin hoc Chau Au va vin
hoc trong ngdn ngit Chau Au (hay mot ngbn ngit
¢6 lién hé mét thi€t véi Chdu Au) ngay cang duoc
xem khéng phai mdi tudng quan ctia viéc cai sau
bit chudc cii truGc hay 1a mdt nhanh vin hoc
phu thudc vio b8 me Chiu Au ma hon thE. P6 1a
c¢d sd co tinh chét 1it d6, mot dia con ndi loan
ma bit budc bd me phai dinh nghia lai ban sic
cua ho doi vdi thé hé ngay sau’2

Thé thi viéc diing ti€ng Phap mang theo lich
st thong trj clia chu nghia thuc diAn nhung khong
phii 14 mot chitng minh ciia su dong héa thanh
cong. Ti€éng Phap khong cin thudc v& mdt dan
toc duy nhit nhw mot tai sin, vin khong 1a mot
ngdn ngit bi gidi han vé mit dia 1. Nhung hai
phai nay, gitta “theo” hodc “chng” bd me, khdng
phai lic no ciing rd rang. Pién hinh 13 vin hoc
clia giai doan Négritude nim 1930’s vi tic phim
cua Aimé Césaire (nguti Martinique), va Léopold
Senghor (ngudi Senegal).

Theo Césaire va Senghor, négritude 1a mot tw
tudng chéng chii nghia thuc din va tin duong
nguci da den trén th€ gidi. Ngudi Phi Chiukhong
can danh gi4 vin héa clia ho theo tiéu chuin vin
minh Phip. Senghor viét vé ban sic clia ngudi
da den nhu thé€ clla moi ngui da den trén thé
gi6i — cdi tinh cdch riéng bim sinh trong huyé&t
quan khi€n ho khic biét v6i ngudii da tring, glau
cam xtic hon, gan thién nhién hon, v.v... Dt 1
nhitng mau rip khudn (stereotypes), Senghor van
xit dung nhifng tht ma ong cho 1 thudc tinh cia
da den, nhung trong ngdn ngit Phéap, thi du éng
dung chinh t “négre,” nhung dé chong lai thanh
ki€n cho ring ngudi da den 14 hang ngudii ha cip.

Césaire, vi ong 1a ngudi Carib, di diing tir
négritude khong d€ chi mot thudc tinh cliia ngudi
da den néi chung, ma d€ chi mot cong ddng chinh
tr1, dua trén kinh nghi€m clia ngudi Phi Chau va
ngudi di dan trong lich sit thuc din va d€ quédc.
Ti€ng Phdp va nhitng bai tho ciia Senghor va
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Césaire khong hoan toan theo ¥ thic hé Tay, va
khong phai liic nao ciling doc va nghe giong hét
{i&€ng Phép clia ngudi Phap song § mau quéc. Tay
nhién, tic phAm ciia hai nha vin nay vén 14 san
phém ciia nén gido duc Phép. Ho phai dung tiéng
Phap vi khong c6 cd hoi nao khac d€ bi€t va hoc
iéng me dé hoic vin héa qué hudng, nhung muc
dich chia ho 1a bi&n ti€ng Phap thanh mot ngon
ngit bay td dugc tinh thin phin khing cua ngudi
da den.

Dit hai nha vin nay thudng duge xem nhu hai
cha dé cui phong trao Négritude, twdng lai chinh
tri cud hai nudc ho cling khong giéng nhau.
Senghor thanh tdng théng Cong Hoa Senegal doc
lap va gilt cudng vi nay hai mudi nim. Césaire
thanh thi trudng tha d6 Fort-de-France clia
Martinique hdn nAm mudi nim va ong chip nhin
quyén bio ho cla chinh phi nudc Phap. Hién
nay, hai nuc nay vin con gitt ti€ng Phap la ngdn
ngit chinh thitc. Viéc sit dung ngoai ngif hay ti€ng
me dé 12 mot vin dé rat phic tap vi ta khong thé
chi xét d&n viéc dau 1a ngdn ngt “ding” hoac
“that” clia mdt dan td¢, ma con phai chi ¥ dén
nhitng diéu kién lich sit va chinh tri khién cho
m6t dan thc co tu' do lua chon ngdnngithay khong.
Viéc sit dung tiéng Phép khong dop thuan 12 mot
di san cha lich st dan ap thuc dan ma con mang
theo tinh thin cdch mang cia phong trao
Négritude va nhicu phong trao khac.

Trong pham vi chii nghia thuc din Anh, Ed-
ward Kamau Braithwaite, ngudi Barbados, giai
thich vé su ding ti€ng Anh nhu mdt “qudc ngd™:
“Xéttheo tir vuing thi do 1a ti€ng Anh. Nhung trong
ngit diéu, i€t tAu va Am sic, cach phat 4m, thi
quéc ngit khong con la tiéng Anh, du phung i
ngit khi n6i ra c6 vé it nhi€u la ti€ng Anh.” Vi0ong
wa chudng hinh thic cla nhitng bai thd truyén
khéu, Braithwaite nhic, “Tap Am ciing 1a mot phﬁu
clia ¢ nghia.”® Ngon ngit khong chi 1a nhifng b
trong tit di€n, va khong xdc dinh dudc moi ¥ nghia
trong giong diéu ci nhin clia ngudi dung ti€ng
Anh.

Trai ngudc vdi Braithwaite 1a chi€n ludc cia
Ngiigi wa Thiong’o va viéc Xac dinh van chudng
vi&t bang tiéng qué hudng clia dng, Gikuyu. Ngigi
miéu ta, khong vi€t bing tiéng me deé “ciing gidng
nhv tao ra m6t xa hoi cia nhitng than thé khong
diu va nhitng ci ddu khong thin thé ”* C4ch hinh
dung dif ddi nay nhin manh vai tro ctia ngbdn ngll
trong § mubn ven toan ban than. Né&u ngudi ta
khong kinh trong moi ngdn ngt, thAm chi nhifng

144 - THE KY 21 - SO 198 THANG MUCI, 2005

ngbn ngit khong pho théng va khong c6 mot
truyén théng vin hoc 1én, thi day la nguyén nhén
quan trong nhat d€ phai gin gii va phat irién nhitng
ngdn ngif nay.

Quyén Iva chon ding ti€ng me dé khong danh
cho tt ci ngudi da den di dan, vi ngudi Carib
khéng c6 mot tiéng me de nguyen thiy ma chi
c6 ti€ng “creole” la mot hén hop nhitng ngdn ngi
Phi Chau, Phép, va thd ngit. Nhnng ai bict ti€ng
nay? Ai s& doc va dich “creole”? Theo Eloge de
la créolité clia ba tac gia Patrick Chamoiseau,
Jean Bernabé, va Raphael Confiant, ho viét tiéu
thuy&t, lam thd, va day 16p ngdn ngit “creole” daé
nhin manh ti€ng nay cling la mot ti€ng chinh
dang, phic tap, va phong phu. Nhung cé ngdn
ngif nao tuyét ddi thuin nhat khong? Vicc viét
bing tiéng me dé hay bang ngoai nglf mang nhitng
ngu ¥ rat phitc tap va tay thudc vao giai doan lich
sif va chinh tri. Pi€m qua sd ludc nha thé, nhiing
phong trao nay (nhifng 1y thuyét vé Négritude,
viéc bi cdt lia khoi mét ngbn ngt, va ti€ng ‘“‘cre-
ole™) liéu co gitip ta hi€u thém nhing tac phim
vi€t bing ti€éng Viét ¢ ngoai nudc khong?

Ngbai diém tudng déng lich st la thudc dia
clia Phdp, vin hoc francophone khong c6 nhitng
didu kién hoan toan tring hdp véi van hoc va
lich st clia ngutii Viéthdi ngoal. Négritude 1a mot
khéi niém cAn thi€t d€ thch thitc chi nghia dan
td¢ thudn nhét (ethno-national homogeneity) clia
ngdn ngit Phap. Tréi lai, ngbn ngl Viét chiém
mét vi tri ritnhd, va da sO ngudi diing tieng Viét
trong va ngoai nudc [a din toc Viet hodc cé gdc
Viét. Dit lién hé voi qué huong c6 the manh hay
yéu, ngudi Viét hai ngoat véAn con giit dudc van
héa Vi cin cude Viét khi ding ti€ng Viét.

Nhung cé thit «ban sic» ngudi Viét la cai
gi d6 sén c6 nhu mot thudc tinh clia ngudi Viét
hay goc Viét? Tiéng Vi€t dang st dung & ngoai
nudc ¢ phit hdp véi van ho4, chinh tri, tinh than
vi cin cudc nudc Viét Nam hi€n nay khong?
Ti€ng Viét dung trong ba mien Bac-Trung-Nam
¢6 ¢ nghia khac biét nhu thé nao? Ngudi biét
(i€ng Viét phin biét dugc gilta cic “giong” Bic,
Trung, va Nam, nhung co thi “giong” rieng biét
trong vin hoc Viét-My, Viét-Phap, va Viét-Uc
khéng? Hay Iy do ctia vigc stt dung tiéng Viét
ngoai nudc la d€ giit gin hoac sing (a0 nhitng
dic di€m chung cha ngudi Viét trong va ngoai
nudc?

Theo Ngiigi, su luta chon viét bing ti€ng me
dé 1a cach giai quyét dé xay dung nén vin hoc



dan t6c Kénia sau khi gianh dude doc lip va de
chéng lai su dan Ap vin hoa din tdc. Nhung su
phifc tap cia vin @€ van hoc Viét hai ngoai lai 13
khéng xdc dinh dudc tac gia viét bang tiéng Viét
dé chdng lich si théng tri Phap, M¥, hay Dang
cOng san Viét Nam? Ai [a bd me trong thi du nay?
Viét bing ti€ng Viét ¢ phai 1a mbt cich tao ra
chii nghia dan toc Vict ngoai bién gidi Viét khong?
Ai dugce bao gdm trong cdng ddng nay? Ai cb
quyén lwc dé quy€t dinh cin cuc ngudi Viét?
Priing 14 ngudi Viét hai ngoai vin con viét bang
ti€ng Viét d€ ngdn ngit ta khong mai mdt, d€ kinh
trong van hda ta, d€ dién dat siu sic giong néi
ctia ta, Thém nifa, n€u moi
ngdn ngit khong thuin nhat
thi khong c6 ngdn nglf ndo
ma khong thay déi. Vin
chugng 1a linh vu'c cua
sang tao. Ngdn ngit khong
c6 dinh, khéng phdi la
méenh I€nh hay quy luat.
Theo Stuart Hall vi€t vé
van hoa Carib, vin hoa
khong cé nghia la mo1 tac
gid déu phai tim ki€m mét
cal gi doé trong van hoa
truyén thong da bi chén vii
dé citu van nhu cong viéc
ctia khdo ¢8 hoc.? Phai chii
¥ d€n truyén thong, nhing
ciing phai cin thin khong
chdn ban thin minh trong
qua khir va huyén thoai vé
mdt ngdn ngit thuan tuy.
Trong mang vin hoc M§ gdc Viét, ¢6 mdt hinh
thitc truyén ké theo 16i ¢§ di€n clia ngudi di din
va hinh thitc nay ¢6 thé khéng phit hgp. P6 la
kinh nghiém ctia ngudi di dan khi bit diu dén
nudc My khi phai didu tranh d€ chon theo vin
héa mdi hay cii, thé hé tré hay gia. Nhung néu vi
ap Iwc ma ta phai Ia chon nhu thé, thi vin héa
Viét Nam chi nim & vi tri cli. Vin héa Viét chi
nay sinh ¢ qué huong, trong truing hdp nay bi
coi nhw khong co gi thich hgp véi nguti My va
ddi song My dé c¢6 thé ton tai & dit nuGc My.
Nhung thit su' c6 cAn phédi nhu thé khéng? Bao
nhiéu tac gid trong nudc My vi€t bang ti€ng Viét,
c6 dai truyén hinh va phat thanh biing ti€ng Viét,
doc bdo bing ti€ngViét, v.v... ? Khi doc vin
chudng trong truting dai hoc, trong khoa vin hoc
M§ g6c Chéu A, tai sao trong danh sdch tic pham
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dudc cong nhan khéng cé nhitng tac phim viét
bing ti€ng Viét va viét trong nudc M§? Va trong
viéc lua chon nhifng sdch day trong 16p, n€u gap
tic phdm viét biing ti€ng Viét, sinh vién lai doc
nhu thé nghién cu tai liéu vé dan toc hoc. Nhitng
16p nay thuding doc phong vén, lich sir hoi ky ...
nhidu hon nhitng tdc pham hu ciu. C6 thé day la
mot vin dé thute t€ vé kinh phi va “von liéng vin
héa” ciia ti€ng Viét — vi s6 ngudi cé nhu cau
doc hoic mudn hoc ti€ng Viét khdng cao 1dm, va
khéng c6 nhiéu cd hoi dé€ dich tic pham bing
ti€ng Viét sang ti€ng Anh. Nhung, néu nhifng tic
phim bing ti€ng Viét clia ngudi Viét hii ngoai

...........
H Clapmge e

Anh Bang Thd The

khong c¢6 chd ditng trong khoa M§-A hoc hay
khoa Péng Nam A hoc (vi cdc nganh nay thudng
chi nghién cifu cic tic pham viét trong nudce), thi
pham trit bi m6 cdi nay nidm & dau? Toi dilng 4n
du “md ¢6i” nhw Gloria Anzaldua khi ¢6 miéu ta
tinh hinh ngdn ngit chia ngudi di dan Mé Tay Co
d nudc MY.

Né&u xem qua nén viin hoc “Chicano” (M§ gbc
Me tay Cd) thi viéc diung ti€ng “Spanglish” (thi
ti€ng tron 16n Anh vi TAy Ban Nha) va viét song
song hai ngdn ngit Anh va Tidy Ban Nha lai rat
quan trong. Dut da so tac gia Chicano viét bing
ti€ng Anh, ho van gitl gin quyén sit dung ti€ng
Tdy Ban Nha va ti€ng dia phuong. Gloria
Anzaldua gidi thich v€ mdt thi “ngdn ngilt bién
giGi” nghia 13 mdt ngdn ngi sdng vA khong phai
cit diing ti€ng Anh thi tic gia 1a ké phan bdi vin
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héa hay cif ding ti€ng TAy Ban Nha la tic gid
khong biét st dung diing ngdn ngit dong chinh,
vA ngdn ngtt cla ho 1a “mdt ngdn nglt mo cdi...
bit hop 1&, mot ngdn ngi lai cing”® Vi ngdn ngir
khéng phai lic ndo ciing bam chit vao cin cudc
dan toc clia mdt quoc gia, Anzaldua ding khéi
niém “ngdn ngir bién gidi” d€ xac dinh mdt vi tri
linh déng va chién ludc,

C6 nhitng nha phé binh vi€t v€ kinh nghi€m
di dan va sy mong mdi tim ki€ém tinh cim qué
hudng tai ndi cu trd méi. Vi ho thudng viét ve l.'ll
dan Chiu Phi, ho khang dinh khong thé trd vé
qui khtt Iy tudng dudc vi khoang cach thol g:lan
Theo Stuart Hall, “Di tri 14 Chl.l‘fﬁn di mdt chiéu.
Khéng con ngbi nha d€ wd vé. Ngbi nha nay
khong hé c6.” Ho quan tim dén “duding di” hon
“ngudn gbc,” vi Rey Chow, nha phé binh vé ngudi
di dan Trung Quéc, cling dong ¥, “Qué huong la
diy, ngay trong tinh trang di trt cda t61.”” Nhung
lich st ciia ngutsi Viét di dan rit khac. Nhieu ngudi
di din van con gia dinh & Viét Nam, thé hé gia va
tré dugc trd vé va di du lich & Viét Nam, cu:ug
nghe nhac va xem phim Viét Nam. Du su trao déi
gifta hai quéc gia nay khong tudng xitng, ngudi
Viét & My ¢6 nhiéu cd hoi hoai niém qué hudng
va duy tri nhitng nghi 1€ theo phong tuc tip quén.
Piéu d6 khoéng c6 nghia 1a ngudi di dian budng
binh va lac hiau khong chiu dong hda. Viéc diing
ti€ng Viet khong phai 1a cach d€ téc gia chiing t6
minh 12 ngudi Viét chinh géc hon ngudi Viét viét
bing ti€ng Anh. Kwame Anthony Appiah sing
tao ra kh4i niém “chii nghia th€ gidi c6 cdi r€”
(rooted cosmopolitanism). Ong khang dinh ngutn
gfc va vin hoi c6 thé truyén ba dudc. Appiah
néi, “Co6 gdc d€ lam gi néu khéng mang theo vdi
minh dugc?”® Ong vi€t bang ti€ng Anh, nhung c6
“tinh thAn chii nghia qudc t&.” Cudi bai viét, ng
nhic lai mdt tuc ngtt biing ti€ng Asante, ngdn ngif
cia b6 dng. Tinh thin chili nghia quic t€ nay ciing
m6t su quan tAm ctia Pham Thi Hoai khi ¢d miéu
t4 doc gia Iy twdng chinh 1a ngudi dich.’ Van de
Iwa chon giita sit dung ti€ng Viét hay ngoai nglf
c6 thé 13 m6t nhi nguyén khong xdc dang. Bao
phiéu ngudi Viét di dan biét hai ngdn ngit? Tai
sao viéc lua chon mdt ngdn ngit d€ sang tao lai
ddng nghia véi viéc ddnh mét hay tif bo nhitng
ngdn ngit khac? Céu tra 13i ciia Pham Thi Hoai
ciing tua nhv ¥ ki€n cla Salman Rushdie trong
bai “Nhitng Qué Hudng Tudng Tugng.” Rushdie
nghi ring, “Nhiéu ngudi thuding cho la trong viéc
dich thuat phéi c6 céi gi do bi tiéu vong; Toi véin
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gill ¥ ki€n... Ia ciing c6 cdi gi c6 dudc khai sinh.”"
Vin dé vé st dung ti€ng Viét hay ti€ng Anh khong
cin bi han ché nhv mét phudng phap dé do tinh
trung thanh hay phdn bdi vin hoa qué hudng. C6
khi sit dung ti€ng me dé la mot hanh doéng tac
gid c6 tr do luwa chon, ¢ khi khong. Nha phe
binh phéi chi ¥ dén tit cA pham vi, khong dugc
giai quyé&t viéc sit dung ti€ng Viét chi ¢6 hay phdi
c6 mdt muc dich théi. Quan trong hon 1a ciu hoi:
Neudi viét bing ti€ng Viét d€ noi gi?

Nhiing tdc phdm viét béng tigng Viét

Pé tai phS bién trong nhitng tic pham viét
biing ti€ng Viét a gi? C4cnha vin mubn ngy § gi
khi sit dung tiéng Viét dé k€ chuyén? Toi chi doc
moOt vii truyén ngin va thd trong nhifng s6 Hop
Liz. Tuy khong doc dii d€ phén tich k§ ludng,
nhung t-::ri van thdy ro mot dé tai ndi bat la nhitng
truyén vé k niém va vin de: gitta cich nhd va
quén qua khi. Ky ni€ém gdm c6 nhiéu loai dé
biéu tugng kinh ﬂgh.lﬁm riéng cia mot ci nhdn
hoic clia cong dong M§-Viét chung. Khéi niém
nhé vi quén rit quan trong trong nhifng tic pham
viin hoc va nghé thuit lién quan dén nhitng chin
thuong tinh than (trauma). Ngudi ta khong thé bd
quén tit cd ky niém tir mot kinh nghi€ém hay fif
mdt bi€n c6 giy chin thudng. P6 1a nhitng ki dc
[uén lubn trd lai, thutng hién ra trong nhitng hinh
thitc khac nhau, nhung vin quay lai nhiéu lan
nhv ndi 4m anh. Am Anh nay c6 thé hét stc ning
né va th€ 12 th€ hé ngay sau d6 cling thira hudng
nhitng k¥ niém chin thudng clia b me du bin
thin ho khéng hé trii nghiém. Con néu khﬁtng
phai 12 st chan thudng thi lai 1a n6i luyén uéc
qui khit (nostalgia). P6 1a nhitng hnal niém Ve
qui khit chit khong phai nhﬁ‘ng bi&€n ¢O da ting
x4y ra, ma chinh si tha thi€t clia chiing ta doi vai
qué khit d tdc dong 1€n ky niém trong hm tuong.
K¥ niém khong chi 12 mot bi€u tugng ve qud khit
ma con 13 mot hinh Anh qua khi da dudc Iy tudng
héa. Thé thi nhéd qué huong, nhé gia dinh, nhd
tudi thd, nhd ti€ng me dé dé lam gi? Si dung
ti€ng Viét ¢6 phai 12 mdt cich gin giii nhitng ky
niém khong? N&€u mat ti€éng me dé, ¢6 phai la
mAt mot thit ki niém khong? Thit ky ni€ém nao
ngudi ta mubn giif hay cn gin gilt, mudn lang
quén hay can phai ling quén?

Nhitng truyén va tho vi€t vé kinh nghiém di
din va vAn dé st dung ngdn ngit thudng chd §
d&n vin dé vé ti€ng me dé bi mét. Thi du, bai thd
“Vietnamese” clia D& Lé Anh Do néi vé cdi



chét ciia ti€ng Viét ngoai nude. Thuding 1 the hé
tr¢ xem ti€ng Viét nhuw mot phan cla ho khéng
con nita hodc dang tan bi€n. Nhitng nha vin tré
nay lo v& ndi budn mit ti€ng Viét va ¢8 ging tiép
tuc ding ti€ng Viét d€ c6 lién hé vdi cong dng.
Thi du, trong bai thd “the OCmorphosis” ciia Jenni
Trang L&, ti€ng Viét 1am cho ngudi k€, “Thay
miy ngudi la trd thanh miy ngudi quen./. Nhd
lai t6i hoi xua lic em con tré bé.” Tiéng Viét trong
bai thd nay la mt cich luyén ti€c qud khit vi
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c6 wu th€ hdn, c6 nhi¢u kha ning sit dung hon,
Nhung khéng c6 nghia nguti Viét khong viét hoic
khong bi€t ti€ng Viét titc 12 chdp nhin wu thé cla
ngon ngif va van hoéa My. Cing khong c6 nghia
12 ngudsi bi€t ti€ng Viét 1a ké dudc vu dii vi c6
diéu kién thdi gian va tién bac dé hoc thém. Nhu
Rushdie da néi, dich thuit c6 hai mat. Ngdn ngit
cling viy. Van chudng vOn di 2 mot cdi tu do,
khong th€ 4p dit § nghia va muc dich duge. Ngbn
ngit 14 vii khi chung clia ci ngudi 6 vu th& 1in
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lam cho ngudi k€ nhd mdt “dd1 séng... ddn gidn
va vul vul.” Du néi luu loat hay rdi rac, ti€ng Viét
trong nuc My phai ddi dau va canh tranh véi
ti€ng Anh. Bai thd mang mdt hinh thitc phong phi
va sdng tao trong viéc van dung ngdn ngit, xit dung
ca hai thi* ti€ng Anh vi ti€ng me d¢, gidng nhu
nhi€u bai thd Chicano. Vi€t bing ci hai ngdn ngit
khong phai la vi ti€ng Viét khéng di dién cim ma
vi vi€t nhu th€ lam cho ¢ hai ngdn ngit Anh-Viét
thay d6i véi nhau va sdng tao ra mot cai gi méi.
Ging nhu hinh dnh clia Ngiigi, mit ti€ng Viét
giong nhv mot phan the x4c bi dit lia. Cim gidc
bat lwc nay cang ning né hon khi ngudi di din
thudng khéng dugc quyén quyét dinh trén sy mat
mét nay. Nhung thuc t€ thudng 1a th€ hé tré gidi
ti€ng Anh hon ti€ng Viét. Ti€ng Anh 13 ngdn ngit

Anh Bang Tho Thd

ngudi bi 4p bitc. C6 khi ti€ng Viét lai la mot ngdn
ngit cua thdi di ving hay cia mdt qué hudng cé
thé dd mat roi hay sdp ch&t. Vi the he e, tiéng
Vit la mot ngdn ngi vira la vita quen thude. Vi
nguti bi€t ti€ng Viét luu loat, ti€ng Viét gibng
nhv mot ngbi nha duge doi sang ché mdi. Ti€ng
Viét hién nay ciing c6 the ton tai nhr mot “ngdn
ngit bi€n gidi” theo cich néi clia Anzaldua. Bai
thd ctia Phan Nhién Hao, “Phdc thdo cho mot
chédn dung tv hoa,” gidi thich ti€ng Viét nhu sau:
"Pay 1a ngdn ngit t61: mdt nita dudi nudc, modt
nita trén bd/PAay la nudc t6i: dat nudc nao? ToHi
h6i”11 Pé la nhitng thi du v& lién hé giita ti€ng
Viét vt thdi quéa khit hay hién tai. Nhung cé khi
nao ti€ng Viét ham y vé tuong lai khéng?

Phitc tap hdn la truyén ngin “Md& tuong lai”
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cia Ding Tho Thd. Stf dung tiéng Viét khong
phai 12 mot diém trong tam trong truyen nay,
nhung dé tai vé k¥ niém va gidc md trong truyén
nay 51 hi€u nh mdt 4n du ve viéc st dung tiéng
Viét ngoai nude. Ty truyén Dang Thd Thd ké vé
nhifng k¥ niém chin thudng va cling k€ lai nhitng
gific md chia uGc mong. Nhung truyén khong gidng
nhitng mAu k¥ niém chan thudng hoac ndi luyén
{i€c qua khit. Sau khi nhan vat Huong gidi thich
“Giac md chi 12 mot qua kKha gan. Khong thé md
ra tudng lai,” ngudi ké truyén tra 13i, “Hudng
khong biét tro chdi gidc mo la chuyén dong hai
chiéu, nh trai banh ném qua lai gifta hai ngudi—
t0i 12 ngudi chdi s& tic dong ngudc vé phia tudng
Jai, @& thay doi n6.’12 Ciu nay rit quan trong
n&u so sanh vdi van dé dimg ti€ng Viét. Ngoai
phitng thi du vé ti€ng Viét nhu mot di vat hoac
mot bién gidi ra, c6 the hinh dung ti€ng Viét nam
ngoai béi canh ki€m tim hay gin gif ngudn goc
khong? Day la mdt cu hdi cia ngudi ké truyén
khi 6 muén biét, “Con nhitng gidc md nay (nhu
ching t6i hon nhau, rt nhiéu dém nhu vay, va
lin hon nio ciing dé mé ddm dudi) thi gbc1é §
diu ra?’13 N&u theo nhitng bai giang cia Freud
vé viéc Iy giAi nhitng gidc md, ngudi ta khong
truy thn g6c duge. Ngudi ta chi bi&t nhitng udc
mong bi kiém ch& bing nhiing nguyén nhan md
hd nhung lai gidi bay trong nhing gidc md. Thi
du nay c6 thé dung d€ phan tich thém vin dé st
dung ti€ng Viét va cin cudc Viét hi ngoai, Vi
qué hudng va ngudn goc gidng nhv mot tiem thifc
xa v&i nhung van con rit that va sau sat. Néu
khéng bin tam truy tim hodc trd vé ngudn goe va
qué khi, thi ti€ng Viét c6 bao nhicu kha ning
méi vé tudng lai va nhitng wdc mong chua dam
nAy sinh va thé hién trong van hoc?

Viéc mit ti€ng me dé nhu Ngigi miéu ta rat
gAn vdi finh hubng cd the bj cat lia hay ran nift
Vi thé hé tré khong biét ti€ng me de luu loat,
gia tai ngdn ngi¥ clia ngudi Viét hai ngoal c6 thé
<em nhu mét hanh dong bi tic ché va kéo theo
nhitng mic cim kiéu hinh, ngai nging va hé then.
Nhung t6i mudn nhdc dén cAu trich dan cia Rushdie
mot 1an nita. D6 la ngdn ngfr, nhw viéc dich thuat,
cb cAi mat ma ciing c6 cdi duge. Nhu mdt nguoi
ban t6i da néi dua: “MAt ti€ng me de khong phai
I mét tay. Khi & mudn bi€t mdt ngoai ngiinao thi
ngudii ta s& c6 dip hoc duge. Hoc ngoai nglt rat kho
nhung khong khé biang moc ra mot tay moit™

Christine Cao
Thdang 08/2005
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Chi thich:
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\in Quéc Gia. Vién Ngén Ngit Hoc. Nha Xuat Ban TPHCM.
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“the OCmorphosis”

aka “Bai Poem Song Ngit S6 Hai”

by Jenni Trang L€

It happened.

Tie nhién em thitc day, mo mot mdt,

then the other one,

Mé cita ra... and watched as

My con rudi né bay vo phong méi ciia em.
[ don’t even keep any food in my room!
..but in those pesky houseflies zoomed,
somehow they knew,

instinctively assumed,

buzzing asnongst each other,

consumed by my arrival to... the OC
—nol the version painted while by the WB
bust the city dubbed “Little Siu Gon” by the Viel-

FlEmese.

Em mdi don xudng lchu Santa Ana... my new hood...
And the nude mdm that was already circulating
through my veins
was suddenly activated,

some kind of cell osmosis,

insinuated in this Ocmorphosis

that was Creeping, Leaping, Seeping
into my Vielnamese American Body.
(trét of o fron, odi gi ma ngo the...!)

I felt like a Culture Night premise sprung to life.

Perhaps I could carve out a few My Hoa blemishes
with a cultural knife,

Buit that seemed a bit drastic because let’s face it...
Relative to the Ti Uyeén’s of the world

(born in the US but crazy fluent),

My cousin Uyen-Khanh

(strictly schooled by a ba ngogi on a mission),

...I paled in comparison.

But mdi ngdry em rilt quy tif do ctia em,
Independently on my ows.

Nhit bép thi chifa soan xong,

Va ti lanh thi chua co.

So I an forced to explore the foodscape of Litile Sii
Gon,

Slowly experimenting with every

tiem banh mi and food-to-go spots I come across,
starting with Bolsa, going down Brookhurst,

and reading all the Vietnamese signs along the way.

—Does anyone else find it strange thai there are
two “Bdc ST M6 Hoi Tay ” billboards in the heart of
Westminster?

P’m learning my way around...

Baéy giy e biét x6 v ddm nguidi trong tiém de hét
len:

“MOT O BANH M1 GA KHONG OT VAMOTLY
CA PHESUAPA!!”

And then the American side of me always adds a
F'JE['IE :'flc‘i.m ml-f L

Apparently more often than not it’s unneeded but
old habits die hard.

Cdm on! Ciam on Bac, khong co chi... cam on Chit!

I turn on the radio and listen lo quang cdo afier quang
cdo,

Patienily waiting for some aciual programiring
(when does Ysa’s show come on again?),

buit instead I feel this overpowering urge to go to the
ABC Supermarketwhere everything is “chinh nuioi
chinh cén”.

Well that is pretty cool.

They always call me “cung ” over there.

I don’t mind the strong frozen fish smell

- So long as they call me “cung”.

Herein OC, miles from San Jose and Houston where
my family dwell,

I’m beginning to miss my gia dinh...

Métmdi lian em nghe tigng Viet,

16 tai e ngita ngita, da da,

Em thily cé inh cam,

Thiy mdy nguii la tré thanh mdy ngulbi quen,
Nh6'lai 168 hoi xuda liic em con tré bé

Vi disi s6ng thi don gian vé vui vu.

But I wouldn’t trade this slow OCmorphosis,
An emphasis on neither van hoa,

But a taste of the Old World flavor,

A new adventure that feels faintly familiar.

I raise a good-natured eyebrow

at the cheesiness of copycat commercialism,
and I've gotten used to the staring,

no longer really caring.

After all, I do sort of look Filipino,

And my hair is... pink.

Though a lot of times they still put 6t in my bdanh mi,
I smile at the chance to néi tieng Viét,

And essentially hi¢u ngudi Viét hay hon.

But first, I really need fo invest in a flyswatter and
Biap may con rudi...lché chiu dé so!
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Phdng Vin
Ngdn Ngir va Ngudi Viet — Mot Lua Chon?

Pang Thd Thd va Nguyén Huong thuc hién

LTS: Pang Thd Thd va Nguyén Huong dé thuc
hién cubc phong van vdi nhitng ngudi viét bing
ti€ng Anh va tiéng Viét vé ngdn ngif sang lac.
Cic tac gia toan quyén chon cau hoi thich hgp.
Cudc phéng vin qua dién thw di 161 cudn dudc
10 ngudi vi€t (khéng theo thit tf nao): Viét
Nguyén, Pinh Linh, Phan Nhi¢n Hao, Nguyén
Thi Hoang Bic, D6 Lé Anh Dao, Trinh Thanh
Thiy, Nguyén Danh Biing, Nguyén Thi Ngoc
Nhung, P4 Khiém, va sau cing, Ban Mai - mot
ngudi vi€t trong nudc cho cdi nhin ciia cd vé vin
chudng di din bing ti€ng Viét va ti€éng nuc sd
tai. Xin xem thém v€ khia canh ngdn ngif trong
vin chudng da mau qua bai gidi thiéu chi dé
“Mau Da va Ngon Ngii” clia ching toi.

I. Hoi:

Puing giita hanh djng viét va ngbn ngi minh
stt dung la lich sit, cdm xiic, va cd nhitng suy tinh
thi truomg hay quyén luc. Viin ban chiing ta viét,
doc gid va ca chiing ta la ai, tiy thudc vao ngon
ngit chiing ta lita chon.

Katherine Washburn - dich gid cia Paul
Celan- titng ghi nhdn chuyén Celan sau khi séng
s6t ti nhitng trai tap trung Nazi vadinh cu & Phdp
dé chon viét bing tiéng Piic — ngbn ngik cia ke
thit va ciing la ngbn ngit ctia me 6ng. Su lua chon
nay da san sinh ra mét thit thi ca “dong kin trudc
ngbn tit, [doi hdi] su phong phi chdm rdi va su
thiéu thén kéo dai trong luu day ngdn ngit,” mot
thit thi ca “ditt lia khdi ¢fi nguén.” Gan hon véi
béi cdnh thudc dia ciia chiing ta, Ngugi wa
Thiong'o da cdu khdn: “ Méi ngbn ngit dit nho bé
dén déu ciing chita dung ky tic clia nd vé thé gidi.
Péan dp hay thu nhé mdt ngén ngit cua ngudi by
tri chinh la coi thuong ky tic né dung chita, va
ciing liic d2 cao ky tic chuyén chd bang ngbn ngit
ctia ké thang tran lén mitc do p!fﬁ qudt.”

Khi chon lia viét bing tiéng Anh, ban cé lo
ngai vé didu dy? Hay ban lo ngai tiéng ndi luu
déry bi cdt lia khoi cfi nguon sé dan da cdm ling?
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N&u con cé nhitng cdch nght néo khdc vé chuyén
viét va ngdn ngi, thi cdi nhin ciia ban la gi trong
truomg hop nay?

The relationship between writing and the lan-
guage inwhich we write has been one fraught with
history, emotion, and power or market consider-
ations. What texts we produce, who we are, and
who our readers are, all depend on the language
in which we write.

Katherine Washburn, a translator of Paul
Celan, has noted how Celan, while living in France
after surviving Nazi death camps, chose to write
in German, the language of the enemy as well as
that of his mother. His choice produced poetry
‘sealed against speech, [requiring] the slow rich-
ness and long deprivation of linguistic exile,” “cut
off at the source.” Closer 1o our own colonial
context, Ngiigi wa Thiong’o has pleaded, “Each
language no matter how small carries its memory
of the world. Suppressing and diminuting the lan-
guages of the colonized meant also marginalizing
the memory they carried and elevating to a desir-
able universality the memory carried by the lan-
guage of the congueror.”

Do you worry about this when choosing to write
in English? Or is it the impending silence of an
exilic speech cut off from the source that worries
you? If there are ways in which we could think
differently about language and writing, what might
they be in your particular case?

Tra Lai:
NGUYEN THANH VIET (VIET NGUYEN)
The question of what language to write in never
occurred to me. The first words [ ever spoke were
Vietnamese, but coming to America at age four
mortally wounded that language for me, depriv-
ing it of the culture it needed to grow. At that age,
language is like family. Precious and natural as it
seems, it can be forgotten and replaced, a pro-




cess not as painful for the young as it is for the
old. Parents do not like to think their children might
forget them, and so do native speakers of a given
language hate to think that their language might
be meaningless to their descendants. Whenever
I told other Viet Kieu that my grasp of Vietnam-
€sc was poor, they always laughed and denied
how bad it could be, until they heard me speak.
Circa the 1980s, the idea of a Vietnamese not
speaking Vietnamese was incomprehensible, but
this amnesia happens as a kind of adaptive mecha-
nism that lets some of us survive in radically new
environments.

If I adopted English, it also adopted me. Some
adopted children always worry about the degree
to which they belong, while some do not worry at
all. I'm a member of the former group, and I still
do not know whether that is fortunate or unfortu-
nate. The writings of other people like me—bormn
elsewhere but raised here, or born here but with
attachments to their parents’ origins elsewhere—
sometimes betray this anxiety of belonging in the
very language of writing. Written everywhere
across the works of Chang-Rae I.ee is an intense
desire 1o be lyrical, to write the perfect sentence,
to coin the most beautiful image. In his best-
known novel, Native Speaker, his Korean Ameri-
can protagonist struggles with his personal iden-
tity and with America’s multicultural identity.
Ironically, Henry Park’s English is too perfect:
unintentionally, I think, the English of the novel
is itself sometimes too perfect. Likewise, the En-
glish of Monique Truong’s Book of Salt, graceful,
polished, cleverly meta-literary with its story
about the Vietnamese cook of Gertrude Stein, also
sometimes reaches too far, not necessarily with
any one 1mage or word choice, but with their cu-
mulative effect. In both these works, the shadow
of the Asian as foreigner or outsider to European
or American culture is evident. That foreignness
is audible through broken, imperfect, inauthentic
English, and one response is for some Asian
American authors to write perfectly and
unassailably—no slang, no contractions, no for-
eign words left untranslatd, no barbaric yawp.
Today, the best-known Asian American authors
arc among the honor students of American litera-
ture, many striving to be valedictorians like the
Pulitzer Prize-winning Jhumpa Lahiri.

But perfect English is not the only kind of En-
glish for the outsider. There is also the “weird

English” of the bad students, the kind of English
that cntic Evelyn Ch'ien talks about in her book
of the same title. One of the writers she discusses
is Junot Diaz, who infuses the English language
with untranslated Spanish. His English is deliber-
ately not standard, but no one questions his mas-
tery of the language. His defiant work tells us that
when we write in a hybridized English, we must
not translate between one language and the other.
We must not make concessions. In the space
where two languages meet, make the English
reader leam your tongue, just as you were forced
to learn English.

The works of Lee and Diaz point to how the
Vietnamese in America are not the first popula-
tion faced with the choice of writing in the lan-
guage of the homeland or the language of the
adopted land. Immigrants, exiles, and refugees
from Europe and Asia who preceded the Viet-
namese faced the same choice. Vladimir Nabokov
and [saac Bashevis Singer are perhaps the most
famous of those who wrote in English, but they
wrote in Russian and Yiddish as well. The first
lesson they offer is that choices regarding lan-
guage are not exclusive. One can be bilingual.
Linh Dinh is living proof of this, writing with equal
versatility in both Vietnamese and English. If his
audience is not a wide one, this is due to his for-
mal decisions, not to his status as a latecomer to
English. In our own day, we continue to witness
people coming to America as adults, who learn
to wnte in English only after their arrival, and yet
achieve wide audiences. Successful writers as
radically different as Aleksander Hemon and Ha
Jm write of Bosnia and China in the most ver-
nacular kinds of English. Le Ly Hayslip is another,
even if she is a controversial figure in the Viet-
namese community. The second lesson, then, is
that leaming a new language does not have to be
an obstruction to being a popular writer.

The group of diasporic writers I belong to has
little choice in regards to language. We were
raised in English, either from birth or very close
to it. For us, the homeland, if it matters at all, is a
state of the imagination to which we return, liter-
ally, with our writing. For us, Vietnamese is a dead
language, a withered language, a damaged lan-
guage, or at best, a verbal language. Rarely isita
written one, at least one written well enough for
the public. If there is a crisis we undergo regard-
ing language, it is not about whether to write in
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English or Vietnamese. There is no ethical, po-
litical, or cultural problem for us in writing En-
glish, for we must write in English. Laying claim
to it is the clearest sign of our right to speak in
America. To be an author is to be a figure of au-
thority, and authority is something the Vietnam-
ese have sorely lacked in the American imagina-
tion. Without this generation born in the United
States or raised here, who include Monique
Truong, le thi diem thuy, Aimee Phan, Kien
Nguyen, and others, the voice of the Vietnamese
diaspora in the United States would be severely

......

limited, not in its ability to speak out, but in 1ts
ability to be heard. In this dilemma, the Vietnam-
ese again are not unique. Native Americans, Chi-
nese, Eastern Furopeans, and many more have
produced immigrant literatures in their native lan-
guages, a heritage explored now mostly by schol-
ars.

Some would call this an immigrant ghetto, but
I prefer to think of it as the underground of Ameri-
can culture. Vietnamese American writers writ-
ing in Vietnamese are a part of that underground.
They cannot expect to be heard by the general
public so long as they write in Vietnamese, not
without translation. But we cannot decide before-
hand that no “great” writer will emerge from this
underground. If the talentis powerful enough, than
that writer will emerge, not by her or himself, but
with the aid of critics, publishers, and translators.
Translating a whole text from one language 1o
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Anh Nowuyén Hudng

another is different than the kind of piecemeal,
subservient translation Junot Diaz defies. The kind
of translation needed here is a relation between
equals.

The conditions of literary emergence from the
underground cannot be isolated from culture in
general. Vietnamese American writers in English
did not simply start to publish in a vacuum, through
sheer individual talent and will. They began to
emerge because they grew up as part of an En-
glish-language literary culture, and benefitied
from a literary marketplace affected by the nse
of multiculturalism and Asian
American writing. Those minor-
ity writers who preceded the Viet-
namese struggled to be heard, and
their voices aided and were aided
by political and social movements
organized around race, feminism,
war, poverty, and imperialism.
The Vietnamese writing in the un-
derground must take their cue
from these struggles that breached
the walls of ethnocentric, nation-
alist American culture. Those
walls cannot be broken down by
a writer working in isolation, but
only as part of a concerted liter-
ary effort involving writers, edi-
tors, translators, and publishers, n
conjunction with social move-
ments. This relationship between
literature and social movements is a loose and
uneasy one, but it exists nonetheless. These so-
cial movements and the literature related to them
created the terms “Asian American” and “Viet-
namese American,” and made it possible for me
to recognize that it does not matter what language
I heard or spoke first. Vietnamese s now my for-
cign language, English my native one. If this is
problem, it is one whose origins arc historical as
much as they are personal.

DPINH LINH

T6i qua My 1975, lic 11 tudi. Toi song khap
nuGe My, nhung 1au nhat § Philadelphia (17 nam).
Vi 161 sdng voi ngudi My va lam viéc vdi ngudi
My, nén to1 hiéu dudc phan nao tim Iy cia ho de
dem vio truyén va thd. Toi sang My & tudi 13 3.
Né&u nhé hon vai tudi thi toi dd wd thanh Méo
hon. N&u 16n hon vai tudi thi tdi hiy con 100%



Mit. Té1 bat dau lam tho § trung hoc, nhung vi
dung tiéng ngudi nén khong ddm cé tham vong
trd thanh “thi si” Lén dai hoc, t6i méi biét ring
Anh ng® clia t6i khong nhitng d4 bing nhitng
nguGi My bdn xi ma con khd hon ho. Trudng
dai hoc con muén t6i kém Anh ngit cho nhitng
sinh vién kém mon nay, tuy nhifng ngudi nay
sinh § M§. Nhung gidi Anh ngit 1 mot chuyén—
thi€u gi ngudsi di din “gidi” Anh ngit—Iam vin
bang Anh ngit lai 13 mdt chuyén khic. Khi da
quy&t dinh vi&€t bing Anh ngit, t6i mudn trd thanh
mdt nha vin My hén hoi, chit khéng phii mét
trudng hdp dat biét, chi dudc chi ¥ chiit dinh vi
mau da cia minh. Pé 1a mot Iy do t6i vigt vé
nhi€u vin dé anh hudng dén xa hoi E'v[? noi
::hung chit khong chi nhitng vin dé cia cong
dong Viét Nam hay A Chau. Toi ciing thi nghiém,
qudy phd vdéi ti€ng Anh. Toi da tap mét ting
ti€ng Anh d€ danh riéng cho minh, d& tir tif nhai
roi nu6t. Nust xong, t6i s& tap ti&p. Tuy viy, dé
khdi dau, t6i cAn nhitng gudng d€ noi. Ban phai
nhd ring § dau thap nién 80, chura ¢6 bao nhiéu
nha vin My g6c A Chau. Tap thd diu tién i
mua la cia Langston Hughes, m6t nha thd da
den. Sau nay, t6i cling dugc khuy&n khich bdi
st xudt hién cia nhitng ngudi nhv Kazuo
Ishiguro, mt ti€u thuy€t gia Anh gﬁ'{: Nhat, hay
dao dién Trin Anh Hung Tém tat lai, t6i viét
bing Anh ngit vi t6i s6ng trong moi trudng My,
va di trd thanh ngudi My. P6 Quyén bio toi 1a
“mot nha vin rit M&o, Mé&o vao loai nhut trong
cic nha vin My gdc Viét & M§.” nhung that sy
thi t6i cling Mit hon nhitng nha viin My gfc Viét.
Toi da v€ Viét Nam 3 ldn. Lan cudi, t6i s6ng &
d6 hon 2 nim. 161 ¢6 quan hé thin mat véi nhiéu
nha van Viét ¢ Sai Gon, Ha N6i va ngoai nudc.
T6i da dich rat nhi¢u nha vin Viét sang ti€ng
Anh, va nhi€u nha vin My sang ti€ng Viét. Toi
cling may min dudc nhitng ngudi nhr Nguyén
Hung Quéc va Pham Thi Hoai khuy&n khich va
thach thic viét bing ti€ng Viét khi con &m 4.
Bai tho ti€ng Viét dau tién 61 viét, ti ting Pham
Thi Hoai. Théat su thi t61 la hai nha vin, mét
M?, mot Viét. To1 vi€t biang ti€ng Viét vi t6i
gaﬂ b6 v6i s6 ménh clia nudc Viét. Toi viét bing
Heng Anh vi téi gian b6 véi s6 ménh clia nudc
M§. Anh hwdng vin chudng cla t6i thi rat tap
nhap, ching chit, khé ma tia ra dudc. Erica
Wright vi€t vé tdi trén bdo Foreword, s8 thing
9val0, 2004: “Tuy Pinh Linh di dvudc chip nhidn
vao gidi van chwdng My, vin clia hin vin 1 la.

Cé 1€ diéu nay la vi hin sinh & Viét Nam, va
dang séng & Y, nhing 6 18, ding hon, hin da
cO tinh tao ra cim gidc ky la nay"

I, Hoi:

Nhigu ngui cho rdng: viét bing tidng Viét &
mot dit nudc ngoai Viét Nam 1a thidmg truc dbi
gt vai mdt khiing hodng vé cdn cude. Theo Jo-
seph Brodsky (Nobel viin chuong 1987) nguoi viét
L vong la ke lao minh vao vil tru trong mét phi
thuvén don déc — phi thuyén dy chinh la ngon ngit
ho mang theo. Thé gidi mdi cia ngudi liu vong,
nhin mét cdch logic, la mét thé gidi phi tu nhién
hodc khdng thit; va chinh su phi thite dé da dem
thé gidi dén sdt gdn tiéu thuyét. Vi nhiing ké phi
hanh c6 djc, not trii dn duy nhdt, ngdi nha duy
rhdt con tén tai trong thé gidi bao la kinh hodang
dé, chinh la hanh déng Viét.

Trong Hop L 81, Nguyén Vin Luc da két
thiic bai Nhin Dién Mot S6° Nha Viin Viét Bdu
Thé Ky 21 bang mdt nhan dinh vé vin chiuong di
din nhit sawu:

“Diéu dé cdnh bdo mét tuong lai khong sdng
sila gi cho vdn hoc di din. Ba thé su nghiép vin
chitong thi nhiéu ngudi con méng. Va van 1 thit
vdn chitong nghiép dit...Cit nhin nhitng nha vin
viét bang tiéng ngoqi quéc khdng kidi lam ching
ta suy nghi. Nhitng Linda Lé, Monique Trutong, 18
thi diém thiiy, Pedro Nguyén, Valerie Téng
Cudng...phdi chdng, mubn tré thanh chuyén
nghiép thi chi cé con duomg chon viét vin bing
ngoai ngii?”

1. La mét nguoi viét bing tiéng Viét, ban nght
sao vé nhdn dinh trén? Ban ¢é cho réng nhan
dinh dé mang muc dich xéa 56 toan b nén vin
hoc-van chuong di dén va luu vong? Ban déng ¥
hay cam thdy bi xiic pham khi tiéng Vit - ngén
ngi ban ding dé sdng tao da bi ddy xubng hang
phé phéim, khi tiéu chudn dé xac dinh gitia nghzf?p
dit va chuyén nghiép chi la diéu kign viét bing
ngoai ngit — ma phdi la ngoai ngit ciia mét cuong
quéc cé thé luc vé chinh tri va kinh té7?

2. Tai sao ban van chon lia viét bang tiéng
Viét - khi chiing ta di séng ngodi qué hitong, vi
giao tiép vdi véin hda-vin chitong ban xit chdit ché
hom la vin héa-vin chitong quéc néi - khi ching
ta da doc, néi va viét thanh thao mét ngoai ngit
khdc nhu ngui ban xit? Hay ban quan niém: nhi
mot hinh thdi giao tiép, chon lita mot ngén ngit
viét chinh la chon lita mét thé ditng trong xa hoi,
la chon lita mot tiéng ndi chinh tri, Ia chon lua
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mét thdi d trong cupc séng?

3. Khi chon tiéng Viét lam ngdn ngit viét, ban
chdp nhan mdi mai la ké ditng bén Ié ciia vdn
chutong dong chinh, ké ca vin chitong qubc ngi?
Ban c6 hai long vdi vi tri ma nhiéu nguoi cho la
“khiém nhiegng” ciia nhitng nha van Viét di dan?
Véi Ha Jin, viét bing mét ngbn ngit khdc tiéng
me dé ciing khé khdn va dau don nhu thé thay
mdu. V5i ban thi sao? Dit nhan thitc ro rét nguy
ca bi bé quén, b logi trit, bi phit nhin, ban vin cit
séng chét vdi tiéng Viét, vin cuong quyét tit chdi
mét cude doi mau dé cé co hji hoi sinh? Tiéng
Viét cAn y&u vt mdt thiét voi ban dén thé sao?

Vietnamese writers writing Vietnamese in a
country other than Vietnam are said to be perma-
nently dealing face to face with an identity crisis.
According to Joseph Brodsky, the 1987 Nobel
Laureate in literature, an exiled writer is a "man
hurled into outer space in a capsule...and your
capsule is your language.” The exiled's new world,
logically enough, is so unnatural that its unreality
resembles the world of fiction. To the astronaut,
writing is the only way that helps them feel there
is still somewhere in this scary, immense universe
a place they can finally call home and find shelter
in.

In the 81 issue of Hop Luu, critic Nguyen Van
Luc concluded his article on “Identifying Some
Vietnamese Writers in the early 21* Century” with
the following statement about immigrant litera-
fure:

“This foretells a not very promising future for
immigrant literature. The literary careers of many
[immigrant writers] are insignificant and their
writing amateurish. Just look at such Vietnamese
writers as Linda Le, Monique Truong, le thi diem
thuy, Pedro Nguyen, Valerie Tong Cuong..., and
we can't help thinking that in order to become
professional writers, there is only the path of writ-
ing in a foreign language.”

1. As a writer writing in Vietnamese, what 1s
your response to the above statement? Do you think
the statement nullifies everything written by im-
migrants and the exiled? Do you agree with this
statement when Vietnamese, the language of your
creativity, is considered invalid; and when a for-
eign language (this language must be one of an
economic and political superpower) is used as
the standard to distinguish between amateurism
and professionalism?

154 - THE KY 21 - SO 198 THANG MUGI, 2005

2. Why do you still write in Vietnamese when
we live in another country, and have closer con-
tact with the culture of that country than with the
culture back home in Vietnam; and especially when
we read, write, and speak that language as flu-
ently as native speakers? Or do you think that
choosing a language for writing is to determine
your position in society, your voice in politics and
an attitude about life?

3. Do you always want to stand outside main-
stream literature both at home and abroad when
you choose to write in Vietnamese? Are you sat-
isfied with the position that many people consider
quite “modest”of Vietnamese immigrant writers?
Ha Jin, a Chinese American writer, has said that
writing in alanguage other than the mother tongue
is as hard and painful as going through a blood
transfusion. What about you? Why do you still stick
with Viethamese and categorically refuse a trans-
fusion even when you are well aware of the dan-
ger of being forgotten, eliminated and denied?

Tra 16
PHAN NHIEN HAO

1. Toi nghi chuyén ughjep hay khﬁ]]g khoéng
lién quan gi dén viéc vi€t bang 'ﬁlﬁﬂg Anh hay
ti€ng Viét. Rat nhiéu ngudi ban x& viét ti€éng Anh
12 ngudi vi€t ngh1ep du, trong khi nhiéu nha vin
di dan vi€t bang tiéng me dé van dang viét vdi
toan bd tam tri, siic uc clia ho cho vin chudng.
Né&u nhin chuyén nghiép chi don thuan tif khia
canh kinh t&, tc m6t nghé cd th€ nudi song minh,
thi ngay cdc nha thd ndi ti€ng cia modt xi¥ 4 giau
c6 nhu Hoa K¥ ciing khoéng “chuy€n nghiep™
Wallace Stevens sudt doi lam ngan hang; Will-
iam Carlos Williams 14 bac si; Ted Kooser, nguol
doat gidi Pulitzer nim 2004, nha tho cong huén
dudng nhiem, tac gm 10 tip thd, lam nghé bao
hiém cho dén tudi vé& hwu; phin 1dn cic nha tho
M¢ ki€m s6ng bing day hoc hodc mdt llghﬂ it
dinh liu dén van -:hmjng S& ludng tic pham cling
khong phai ti€u chi quyet dinh tinh thl}fﬂﬂ nghi€p.
C6 ngudii viét hét cudn nay sang cudn khac, bai
nay sang bai khic, nhung tic phdm ctia ho van
rit dé dai, tim phao.

P6i véi nha vin di dan vi€t bang ngbn ngit
cong dong nho, dem thudc do kinh t€ va s ludng
ddc gia ra dé do tinh chuyén nghi&p cua ho la
diéu rit bat cong va 12 mdt cich lam ...nghiép
du.



2. Khi méi sang My, t6i rit mudn trd thanh
My, sau vai ndm thi mudn r§ thinh cong din
toan cau. Nhung 14 nim sau, khi dm:fng nhir da
M¥ hdn, mdt cach nghich 1y, i chi muén la i,
mot ngudi Viét di din, bit luin diéu dé c6 dudc
ngudi khac tan thudng hay khong.

Viét h1ng ngdn ngit nao 1a vo hinh chung huéng
tic phim clla minh d&n nhitng doc gid clia ngon
ngit dé ngay trong khi viét. Toi mudn vi€t nhl'i'ng
tdc phAim ma minh thit su himg thi, giao tu:p vdi
nhitng ngudi doc ma minh chia sé siu sic miu
s6 vin héa, lich si. Viét biing ti€ng Anh di nhién
la mot Igi thé rit 16n vé mat nghé nghiép, va c6
thé t6i ciing s€ 1am diéu dé trong tuong lai, nhlmg
it nhat vao lic nay, t6i cAm thiy né 12 mot ¢
gang rit kh6 khdn v& mit cim hing, vi ngon
ngit, di nhién.

3. T6i nghi vié€c tach r&i hoan toan vin chudng
hai ngoai ra khéi vin chudng trong nudc dé rdi
than thd vé finh th€ lac loai, “Iio ho™ gi d6 ciia
no la mot hanh ddng bi kich hdi suét mudt. Toi
tin s6dm mudn gi van chuong hai Ilgﬂdi cling sé
dude doc rong rdi trong nuGe, néu né la nhitng
tic pham hay. Ma ngay biy gid, mtemet ciing da
phan ndo lam dugc viéc ndy rdi. Thay vi ngdi

than thd vé tinh trang cb 1dp vA cén nhic chuyén

“doi mau” (coi chitng gidng Michael Jackson),
cdc nha van hai ngoai nén ding thdi gian d6 d&
Vi€t tac pham——-bang ngc-n nglf ma minh théng
thao nhit, vé nhﬁ'ng dé tai ma minh tAm dic
nhit— va gép phan lén tiéng thic day su thong
thudng gilta vin chudng trong ngoai.

Toi ngudng md nhitng nha vin kién nhin vdi
danh phén, t6i thdy ho thudng tranh dudc ci hai
chon lra t€ hai trong vin chudng: hodc théa hiép,
hoiac tao lao,

NGUYEN THI HOANG BAC

Viétbing tiéng Viét trong m6t moi truding sdng
ma moi sinh hoat chung quanh: tir gia dinh, ti vi,
bao chi, mua bén, hoi he, cong viéc, chung quanh
ta, moi ngudi déu sinh hoat bing mot ngdn ngit
khéc, chinh thitc va chinh théng, ciing c6 thé tw
vi von nhit t6i dang lam mét trd hé?

M&t trd hé t* minh dim dudi minh trong mét
giic mong dai (lang thang trong mot ddi séng
khac, mét tinh cau khéc 1o ltng nhitng lo ling, vu
vd, hio huyén, nhitng ban tim, ban cai nhitng
chuyén diu dau; xua va nay, tai sao mni nguoi
cif tranh luéin rdo ri€l ve ti€ng Viét, vé tuong lai,
tién d6 gido duc hay d6i mdi chinh tri ciua Viét

nam, thd mdi, thd cii ti€ng Viét, E}al hoi dang,
Pai hoi nha vin.. ﬁang Xay ra trén mot dat nudc
ma ho khong &, vé mdt ngdn ngit ho khong diing
trong cac sinh hoat ddi sdng?)

Thir ueng c6 kha ning xiy dung cho mét giic
mung tricn mién, giir ldl nhitng hoi e, gdi nhd
vé mot ::]ua khit co1 nguun thit ti€ng chét trong
sinh hoat hiing ngay ma van s6ng dong trmlg mot
thé€ gidi cla riéng ho? Mbt th€ gidi Ao, nhitng
cdn md, nhitng mong 16n, mong con, né€u khong
may, phin ¥ng ngugc cé th€ tac hai va cb lap
ngudi sit dung vdi hién thuc hing ngay?

“Nghi d&i 1am nbi khéng bing mong

Ti€c mdng bao nhiéu lai ngan doi”(Tan Ba)

Né€u qua vay thi viét bing ti€ng Viet that la
liéu mang.( Pi liéu rdi thi con thi&t gi d€n c6 con
doc gia hay khong con doc gia doc minh? Nhin
quanh, thay thién ha liéu cling nhiéu, md ngi
cling bon, trong cdn say ma tuy, khoi ké liéu chét
hay di€c khong sd sting (nhu minh) s& t hoi: vi&t
bing ti€ng Viét (& nuc ngoai) s& gitip minh thiy
bdt cd don, b4t dién khiing, hay su thit s& phi
phang han?

Day goi la héi chitng “ddng bénh tuong 1an’
gilta nhitng ngudi viét,

Vi€t bang ti€ng Viét tr'Gc hét 12 viet cho chinh
minh, d€n ban bé minh va sau d6, mdi d&n doc
gid, tit nhién Ia nhitng ngudi dong bénh v6i minh.

Viét bang ti€ng Viét & nudc ngoai 1a mot nhu
cu dugc nim md hon 1a mét hy vong hio huyén
xdy dung mdt su nghiép.

Thit 1am m6t chit so sinh nha thd vi€t ti€ng
Viét véi ca si hat ti€ng Viét § nude ngoai s& thay
su khdc nhau giita Idi lac va 1di 16¢. Ca si hat
ti€ng Viét c6 thé sim nha, sim cita, sim Lexus,
BMW... Thi si thi chi c6 phen ban nha (n&u c6),
ban xe di ma in tho.

Cé mdt s trdn 1an khé phan biét giita ngudi
viét va ngu'ﬁil doc (ti€ng Viét) & nudc ngoai.

Ngu®i viét chinh la ngudi doc, va da phan ngudi
doc la nguti viét.

C6 mdt nhém nhitng ngudi tré di hoc, 16n 1&n
& M§ khong c6 nhu ciu bitc thi€t d4m minh trong
md nhu the hé cha anh treée ho, nhu‘ng nhu ciu
tim doc, hi€u, thdm thiu v& cdi ngudn, v& kinh
nghiém clia “t6 tién”...]am phong phi cudc doi
cia ho, nén ho doc va doc nghiém tic bang ti€ng
Viét. Gido duc My v6n khich 1& miu ngudii da
ngon ngit, din M§ bi€t quy trong nhitng ngudi
noi dugc hai thii ti€ng (bilingual) néu ba thit, bén
thit, cang t6t. Nhiéu ngudi tr& Viét sinh ra 16n 1én
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& My, hoc va néi ti€ng Anh tir lic mdi sinh, 16n
[én, cam thiy t mo thic mic vé vin hod, vin
minh nudc Viét, va trd lai hoc hanh nghién cim
nghiém tdc vé ti€éng Viét.

Ho 1a nhitng d6c gia tinh tao.

C4 nhin tdi c6 nhitng kinh nghiém noi1 la may
mén ciing diing, n6i 12 lac quan hay lac quan téu
cing khong sai.

Nhitng ngudi doc ti€ng Viét (mé) hién nay &
hii ngoai c6 thé & hita tudi tir 40. N&u ho van ti€p
tuc doc va lai rai doc cho dén khi ho 80, 90 tdi,
me tdi nim nay di gin 90, mat
y&u, phéi thay thuy tinh thé 2 lan,
thay kinh mdi 2 nim, nhung van
doc sach bio ti€ng Viét. Néu 1ay
theo tiéu chuin clia cu, thi chi it
chiing ta ciing con dén ...50 ndm
c4i goi 1a “vin hoc vi€t va doc
bing ti€ng Viét” § hai ngoai. Néu
finh hudng x4u nhét la trong 50
nim sip tdi, finh hinh xuét ban,
nha cam quyén (dang Cong san?
Ban Tu twdng Vdn hod trung
wong?...) va thdi do cia (bit ct)
nhi cAm quyén nao trong nudc doi
vdi vin chudng vi€t bing tiéng
Viét & nudc ngoai vin khong c6
gi thay d8i nhuhi€n nay (cip gidy
phép xuit bin hi€m hoi va c6 dicu
kién, kiém duyét hay cdm luu
hanh sich bio tiéng Viét clia cic
tic gid sinh séng & nwdc ngoai...) toi van lac
quan...t&u, vi t8i vin con dén...50 nam dé viét
bing tiéng Viét § nudc ngoai!

Toi vAn & Virginia, ndi khong nhi€u ma ciing
khong it ngudi Viét, c6 mot trung tam thudng mail
nhé va riéng cho ngudi Viét, viéc lam cua t6i via
cAn d&n tiéng Viét vira ti€ng My . Toi van néi thao,
doc thao, va viét thao ti€ng Viét hon tiéng MY.

Vit biing tiéng Viét ddi vi toi khong phai la
viin dé dé chon Iwa, nhung vi€t cho ai doc thi t6i
c6 ciing mAu s& chung véi nhitng ngudi viét bang
ti€ng Viét khac: toi vi€t cho chinh tdi, cho ban be
vi cho nhitng d6c gia ddng bénh tudng lan & nudc
ngoai. Udc vong dén tay rong rdi doc gia trong
nuéc van con 12 mot udc vong.

PO LE ANHDAO

1. T6i déng ¥ vdi nhicu ngudi di néu ra: viét
biing ti€ng Viét & mot dit nudc ngoai Viét Nam
I3 thudng truc doi mat véi mot khing hodng vé
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cin cudc. Nhung su thuc nay, khong lam t61 khé
chiu hay lo sd. Tai vi t6i sng & Hoa Ky, va diéu
vinh danh nhit cla cdi “ndi wdn vin hod” nay
chinh 14 sv thudng xuyén cia nhitng khiing hodng
vé& ciin cude. Khé ma co ngudi xdc dinh rd dugc
ngudn gbc clia ho thudc mau da vén hba nao duy
nhit va 16 rét. Ching 14m thi moi ngudi déu biét
minh cting 12 ngudi My, vi & ddt My v6i nhau, it
nhiéu tridc sau ciing ton tai vi nudc My “larger
than life”. Nhung su that ¢6 nhu vay hay khong
khi ngay chinh sy tu tin cin cudc M§ gan day

1"-.'17__ i]ﬁ._ : a .r_-h'_u_"’itll :
Anh

ciing di bi lung lay vi ti€éng tam khong huy hoang
gl miy clia nhitng hanh dong chinh phu My da
lam. Su lac quan nhit cia cin cudc ngudi MY
vin 14, tinh cAnh nhiéu loai khac nhau, va vi vay
cang nhiéu cin cudc thi cang da dang ma thoi.

Téi khong ddng ¥ v3i quan diém ring vin hoc
di dan VN Ia vin chudng nghiép du, nhin dinh
nay mang vé “d€ qudc” va lai don gidn hoa vAn
dé. Chiing ta dang khong phai dang néi vé thuy€t
fi€n héa ciia Darwin, khi ma sy sinh ton ctia mot
lodi vat dudc quy&t dinh theo mdt diéu kién duy
nhét 12 n6 ¢6 cinh hay khong céinh. Vay thi con
phai coi lai n6 & mdi trudng ndo? Pay nénla cau
héi cho nhitng nha vin di din viét ti€ng me de.
Ho mudn tdc phidm clia minh chuyén nghiép O
moi truling nao?

2. T4t ci nhitng ciu hoi dit ra déu ding. Toi
d4 song ngoai qué hudng, va giao ti€p vdi vin
héa-vin chuong ban xi& chat ché hon la vdn
chudng quéc ndi; khi tdi doc, ndi, va vi€t thanh



thao mdt ngdn ngit khic nhv ngutii ban x&, va c6
khi con ranh hon ti€ng me dé. Ti€ng Viét kh-:mg
chi 1a mét th€ ding trong xa hoi, mot ti€ng néi
chinh tri, mdt thdi d6 trong cudc s6ng, né con Ia
mot qud trinh hoc héi, mét diu tw tinh thin, Toi
ham mu6n tim toi vin chuwong VN it nhd, va coi
nd nhv 1a ngudi tinh chung thiy duy nhit ciia
minh. Tinh yéu nay dep va tinh khi€t, khong doi
hoi ddp tra va két qua. Toi s& khong bao gidf bd
sang tdc tiéng Viét. Toi la ngudi rit chung finh.
Va lai, 16i 1a ngudi Viét (khong phai ngudi My
gbc Viét), hoc néi ti€ng Viét trede tien, nén Ion g
ki€n nhin ciia t6i véi vin chudng VN bao la hdn
vdi vin chudng M§. Muc dich clia t6i |4 tim dwdc
su can bang, ma khéng phai dung hoa ci hai.

3. Téi cAm thdy nhnt 1a minh c¢6 hai ban sanh,
mot My mot Viét, doi khi ngay ca Irung t01 ciing
rit mau thuén. T6i luén tw hdi, vi€t ti€ng Viét
lam gi, ngay ci ngui yeu to1, ban be thin t6i
con khong hi€éu. Nhung néu nhy tdi khéng viét
ti€ng Viét, nhitng gi la ban sanh VN tron g 101 s€
chét, toi s¢ nhv viy, vA néu nhy 6i d€ né chét,
to1 s€ khong bao gid tir tha thit cho minh. Va hon
th€, co nhitng diéu, t6i chi c6 thé cam thay dudc
khi vi€t ti€ng Viét. Khi ta sdng tdc, néu khong co
xtic cam, thi danh bo di.

TRINH THANH THUY

V@i t6i, vi€t Ia d€ viét, d€ chia sé va cam thong.
Vi€t néi lén dugc nhiing vt dc tiing bi d¢ nén.
N6 con d6i dién va phanh trin su that phia sau
b6 mit dao dic, chi€éc 40 my hoc clia con ngudi
va XA hoi.

Toi thdy thodi mdi vh hanh phic khi viét vin
bing ti€ng Viét. Vi dudc sinh ra va 16n 1én d Viét
Nam, nén dit c6 hoc thém cic ngoai ngit khac,
Viét ngit doi vdi toi, van la thit ngdn ngit thudng
diing Iuu loat va thong thao nhat.

Khi vi€t vin biing ti€ng me dé, t6i thAy minh,
thoat khoi nhitng rang bude thinh ki€n vé hinh,
tranh dugc cic dp luc dé tidu cla cudc sdng. Toi
hoan toan tr do. La mét ca thé, khac biét véi
nhitng ngutii khac va cé nét dic thit riéng, t6i néi
va viét ti€ng Viét vi Viét ngit Ia tiéng clia t6i.
Viét ngif ¢6 cai hay clia né. Vi€t bing Viét ng,
t0i di€n t& dudc “cii t6i” thit va chinh x4c hon
bit cit ngdn ngit nao khic. Tdi chia bao gid co
cam gidc minh la mot ngudi viét liu vong hay bi
¢6 don trong mot thé gidi ddn ddc vi trude hét, toi
vi€t cho tdi, sau d6 sé chia cling ddc gii nén con
sung sudng gi hon dudc trd chuyén voi ngutii khic

bing ti€ng me dé?

Toi khéng quan tim dén chﬂ diing trong vin
chwdng dong chinh vi theo 161 nén vin hoc di dén
bing ti€ng Viét hay ngoai ngi cling chi 14 mot.
Ngudi di dén con, van hoc di dan con. N&u nguii
'ngml qudc khong bi€t d€n nhiing ngm:h vi€t bing
ueug Vict thi ngudi Viét minh biét, mién sao né
van hién htu. Cho du né bi b6 quén hay tan Iui
nho mot dinh ménh, chiing ta ¢6 cudng chéng lai
dudc khﬂngf‘ Viéc gi dén s& dén, viéc thiét thuc
nhit cia t6i la hiy tAn hudng nhitng hanh phiic
minh c¢é dudc trong tay 1a “dudc vi€t viin bang
ti€ng me dé”

NGUYEN DANH BANG

T61 khong nghi khéi niém “nha vin hru vong”
lai t9i nghi€p nhu ngudi “ding bén 18 nhung dé
1a mot khdi niém that khé khan. Ngudi vit hnu
vong khong di cung doi snng ho di chuyén song
song vdi dvi song, mot ké ving mit. Ho nhin vao
doi sdng xa hdi G ngay bén kia, lao xao, nhung
quan tinh cla thé€ gidi cii lai khi€n ho d&én mot
ndi riéng biét. Ho thudc ve thé gidi ho. Mbt thit
tai sinh! M6t thit khong thé dinh nghia bdi ngudi
ngoai. Chinh diéu ndy d& lam cho ho suy sup,
nhing cling ddng théi lam ho trd nén khic thutng.

161 ciin g khdng nghi viéc lua chon ngdn ngit
nao dé vi€t lai quan tr{:lng d€n thé. Ching ai ¢
the chdi cdi vai trd thiét y&u clia ngbn ngit trong
viéc phat trién tw duy con ngudi, di viy, ndi cho
cling, ngdn ngit cling vin chi 1A phudng tién.
Dutng nhu ho quy&t dinh ngdn ngit thuén tién
trw'de khi krp nghi d€n cong ching. C4 cong chiing
nita, cling nim & phia bén kia, nhw mét déi thé
ndm ngang khi ho vAn chi nhin vé phia truée. Vi
the khi n6i dé€n ngudi vi€t luu vong, that khong
nen phén biét bing ngdn ngit ho xiy dung Ngu'dl '
ta hay it nhieu “né nang” nhifng tdc pham viét
bing ti€ng Anh phat hinh & MY¥. Viéc ra sach &
M§ khéng bio ddm dicu gi. Ludn c6 mdt s6 cong
ching My thich td mo vao vin ho4 thifu s& vdi
nhi¢u van dé nhay cdm xa héi clia né.

Déi v6i nhitng ngudii “chin w6t chin rio” hoic
da ldn tudi khﬂﬂg con diéu kién dé hé1 nhép, thi
ngudi nao sr:rng trong cong dnng My, néi tu:ng
Anh viét ti€ng Anh cé 1& -::hdng con la “Di Dén
Nham! Sv khiing hoang ngu::-n gdc thi vﬂn IhE
c6 phin toan triét hon khi cic Ao tliﬁng vé gia tri
ctia st hdi nhdp khdng con, c6 phan bi dat hon vi
ndi chon cfi cling da trd nén xa la. Ngoai chuyén
ngon ngw, théi quen phong tuc, cach wng x, 16

THE KY 21 - SO 198 THANG MUGT, 2005 - 157



suy nghi, k€ cd mot chiit lam bo lam tich, khac
nhau tuy theo th¥i gian va ndi chon ngudii viét
|6n 1én va sinh song, ding sau tit ca nhitng diéu
Ky, diéu cot 161 cudi cung, chi la nhiing ngudi da
vang luu vong. Ngudi Viet vi€t § nudc ngcnal cho
cong ching nao, bang ngdn ngi g, tat cA déu la
ngudi vietdi dan. N gm:h cang sfmg tmng ddi séng
M§ cang biét 10 diéu d6. Va néu mudn xac tin
hon nita, hay hdi bat cd mot ngudi My fring nio.

Tmng cai cach th& khé chiu buc boi va khac
thuting iy, ciing chinh la tiém uﬁng hita hen cua
cicnha vin di dan. Ho ching gin b6 vao dau, va
vi viy ho nhin thdy toan bd cuc dién dai sc}ng
nht né 1a, khéng qua hao hing, khong du phan
nhw nhitng ké say mé qué mua. Khi ho kéu lén,
d6 chinh 1a ti€ng cla su nguyén goc khong vay
mudn. Ho ¢6 da dieu kién dé lam ra nhiing cii
“ching gidng ai!”, hay n6i khic di, phifng c4i mdi
la.

Lich st di dan clia ngudi Viét con rat mdi. Ba
mudi nim, k€ tit dgt di dan dau, chi du dé thoat
khoi su tray trat song con thudce ve ddi sung vita
dl dé nhitng dda tre kip 16n 1én bit dau sdp dat
nhifng tin ngudng mdi. Vita du dé ho dirng lai,
khong tAt bit chay trong ddm dong mot cach thi€u
§ thitc. Vita di d€ nhitng nha vén nhin lai thé gidi
mdt lAn nita. Viéc k¥ vong vé nhifng thanh tuu
trong thoi gian t6i 1a hoan toan kha thé.

Mbt diéu khéc, ci nhén t6i tin rang van hoc
luu vong cin dudc dinh nghia theo cach md rong,
vi n6 khong ngiing phét tri€n ngay cang manh
mé hon. Ciing nhu cdc quic gia dd phét tién &
Chau A khic, Trung Quéc va Viét Nam dang dan
hién ro ra mot ting 16p mdi, nhifng nguol uu vong
ngay chinh trén qué huong minh. Cac d6 thi mdi
toanh, thdji trang phuong tay va nhac MYy, quan
jean va ca phé Star Buck, nhitng dia tre lanh
ling v& can, mot cai gi 6 sai trt, mot su khﬁng
hnang toan bd. Truyén théng chi dudc hi€u nhy
mdt s& tigng dudc bdi sdn lai da}r do, né bi cdi
bo trong thdi gmn ngin nhat c6 thé khi ti€n hanh
viec phat (ri€n gip riat. R6i dén mOt ngay kia, khi
c6 thé di qua mudn mang, ho quay lai va nhan
ra gi tri ca nhan khong chi bao ham sy lva chon
clia ¢4 nhan d6, ma théit ra n6é dudc dong thdi
quy&t dinh tif lich s& khu vifc ma n6 sinh ra. Quan
tinh ciia lich s dan toc khi€n ho trd nén bét On.
T bao gid khong biét, ho dé gia nhap vao hang
ngii cua nhﬁ"ug ngudi luvn vong van hoa.

Pay la vin dé 16n. Tr{:-ng khuén khé gi6i han
cho phép ciia bai phong vén, t0i € ring sé qui
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&m dém khi d& cip nhi€u khia canh cua no. Chi
xin néi ra 19 don gian cd nhin toi, hoan toan tin
twdng ring van hoc luu vong s€ 16n day chua ting
c6. Nhidu nguthi ¢ gang khao sat va dua ra nhitng
15i phan xét chung cuc, toi nghi do la diéu qua
sém va sai JAm. Tt ca nhitng gi ching ta dang
thiy, thit ra mdi chi la su bit dau.

NGUYEN THI NGQC NHUNG

Sau khi doc cAu héi, t6i nhén ra hinh thic va
c6 chu tra 161 nhy sau: (nhiing phan chdm cham,
xin vui long doc lai cdu héi d€ trdnh sy lap lai
nhi¢u lan).

I Li‘i mét ngudi vit bang tiéng Viet, ban nghi
sao vé nhéin dinh trén? ...

a) nhin dinh d6 mang muc dich xoa s0 toan
bd...

b) dong ¥ hay cam thay bi xiic pham...

¢) tiéu chudn x4c dinh nghiép dv la dieu kién
viét biang ngoai ngit.

Khong thdy c6 chit: d) none of the above.

Téi thém vao va khoanh tron chil d.

2. Tai sao ban vin chon lua vi€t bang ti€ng
Viét...

a) nhu mdt hinh thai giao iép.

b) nhu mdt th€ ding trong X4 hoi.

¢) nhv mét ti€ng noi chinh tri.

d) nhu mot thai d6 trong dvi song.

Khong thiy cé: €) none of the above.

Tdi thém vio va khoanh tron chi e.

3 ... chAp nhan mai mai la ke ding bén IE...

a) hai long véi vi tri ma nhiéu ngudi cho la
“khiém nhudng”.

b) viét biing ngdn ngit khac ti€ng me de ciing
khé khin va dau dén nhu d6i mau.

¢) ctt sbng chét véi ti€ng Viét.

d) ti€ng Viét cAn y&u va mit thi€t v6i ban.

Téi khoanh tron chif €) none of the above.

PO KHIEM

1. La ngudi viét bing ti€ng Viét thi toi thay
ching c6 gi xGc pham hét, va néu phai bi xic
pham thi nhin dinh vii tru, phi thuyén clia Brodsky
trén diy ciing xtic pham dugc. C6 chinh khach
Ivu vong tif xi, c6 ngudi Mudng lam ray huu vong
3 Montana, c6 ngudi Viét danh ca luu vong d
Louisianna, c6 Pdn Dudng dién vién luu vong d
Hollywood (?) va ¢6 t6i luu vong ¢ Bolsa nhung
khong c6 nha vin, nha thd luu vong, Ciing nhu,
nha vin, néu khong nghiép du thi 1a nghi€p di
chit khong c6 nha vin chuyén nghiép (c6 chinh



khach, danh ca v.v... chuyén nghiép).

.8 da n6i t6i Nobel, thi nhifng 6ng Quasimodo,
Montale lam thd ti€ng Y; Elytis, Seferis lam tha
ti€ng Hy Lap, 6ng Seifert ti€ng Tiép hay ba
Szymborska ti€ng Ba Lan ¢6 ray rit muén g
thanh chuyé&n nghiép hay khong? Ho c6 phai suy
nghi trude con duding chon viét vin bing ngoai
ngit? Cac vinay, tam t6i va khong chuyén, twdng
lai ciia ho ching ¢6 gi 1A sang stia. Ho Jam thg
bing ngdn ngif cfia ho va ngay sau khi dige gidi
roi, dugc dich ra tiéng nudc ngoai, cling ching
may ai doc, tdi nghi 12 ho Vi€t d& cho vu; iy thdi
(The Selected Writings of Salvatore Quasimodo,
bdn bia cting, theo s& sdch amazon.com béin dudc
x€p hang  tho
2.476.062; Poetic
Waxing Kit, At Home
tair Removal System,
theo s6 my phdm
amazon.com bdn
dugc, hing s6 119).
Chuyén thu Brodsky
(ctt cho la nhw vay di)
thi khéng ¢6 t6i, cAm
on va xin 16i thuyén
trudng, t6i khéng cé
vé ngdi.

2. Tai sao t6i viét
bing ti€ng Viét thi
phdi héi... me téi.
Né&u c6 su lua chon,
hang phd & ciing mét gbe dudng vdi tiém banh
mi kep thit thi tai sao t9i ba thang thé& nay, mot
ngay thé kia (hay 14 c6 lic ngudc lai)? Lira chon
nao thi ¢6 gi phai quan tim khéng? Tai sao Pablo
Neruda, Saint-John Perse, T.S. Eliot (t6i xin 13i
nhifng nha tho khong doat giai, chuyén Nobel &
day la dudc bay ra tir ciu héi), tai sao nhitng vi
nay lai khong lam thd bing ti€ng Viét d€ dua thi
ca Vi€t lén tam thé gidi? Theo t6i, day méi I
sinh 16 cfia vin chudng Viét: con duting twong lai
cua van chudng Viét khong phai la nha vin Viét
vi€t bing (i€ng nudc ngodi ma phai I nha vin
nurdc ngoai vi€t bing ti€ng Viet! Ba Duras (gidi
Goncourt thoi), sinh & Viét Nam, néi ti€ng Viét
vOi giong Sadéc thi chi Tw Sadéc nay viét bing
ti€ng Phip 1 dang ti€c hay Ia ding khen? Tiéng
no6i chinh tri ctia 81 khéng ndm trong ngoai ngir,
noi ngit toi ding khi t6i vin diéu. Vin chudng
clng nh' binh mi rat cin thi€t cho cudc song,
nhung chuyén lwa chonngdn ngit & day la chuyén

.....
Fl

cic ong hang banh mi tdm tum lai d€ bitc xge va
bot ndi. Nhitng wu tw' ndy, tdi sd lai chinh I nhitng
Uu tr “chuyén nghiép” ddy, hét sic 1a cy thé va
thuc t&, nhu hing giit dudc ldu, nhidu ngudi nhic
dén, c6 bay ban & cdc chg. .. My

To1 vi€t tiéu thuyét dau tay bing tigng Phép,
vao lic toi chua d€n Bolsa va chira sinh hoat. .. di
dan PhuGc Loc Tho. Ti€u thuyét nay i viet trong
sa mac Arizona-New Mexico, doc nhitng huong
tinh 10 trén ban d6 16 m& ghi dau, trong nhitng
motel don doc clia nhitng xa vii mudi née gia §
bén duding. Nhung & thén 4p nao, héo l4nh dén
ddu, motel G d6 van thudng 14 do 1 gia dinh ngudi
An quan If hay 1am chd. Budi chidu khi t5t ning,
trén con dudng déc
nhit chay ngang lang,
c6 ti€u thu Patel mac
sari hd rn (cdi nay 1A
thai d6 trong cuébe
sdng ddy), lep xep di
dao mdt ngang Bar

& IuCucia My rubng da
i tring bay bang ké lay

B 42 “ Yeu chu bo sang
lai & bén ngoai”, Bié&t
dau cii canh nay chinh
la ddng cd khién toi tr&
V€ v8ingudn cbi. .. Ivu
vong - ti€ng Viét - hii
ngoai va quén di tiéu
thuy€t ti€ng Phdp?
Ban thdo nay, hién nay t6i vin con giit trong t
d4, vin c6 thé ngiy ndo 16i ra bd vao 16 vi ba n&y
thdy &n dugc, déi the ding thé niim ciia i trong
xa hai.

3. Mai mai la ngbn ngit clia. . . finh yeu, khéng
phai ctia khau vi. Trong muéc, ngoai nudc, dong
chinh, dong phu ciing khéng phai 13 vin d& cia
viéc vi&t, va clia viéc viét bing ngdn ngit nao.
Ma la vin dé lam sao chio hang da mau & ngoai
quéc, lai dude hudng phén “ludng tim cin rit”
ciia ché d6 d€ quéc vin hod danh cho di din lgi
titc kém. D61 véi § trong nuée, 1 1am sao vénh
vang Viét kigu vin hod “hang ngoai chat lwong
no1” hay ngudc lai cao xa d€ gift gin phém ti&t gi
do thi ciing thé". N6i trdng ra thi lo 4u bi loai trir,
bi phu nhén, dinh ding d&n vin chudng va nghé
thudt thi it ma dinh ding dén nhitng ATM (may
riit tién mat biing thé ngén hang) ciia danh vong
va quyén I¢i thi nhiéu (“Your request has been
denied”, yéu cau cia ban bj tit chéi). Dir sao thi

_";.' b

finh Bang Tho Thd
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6 thuc méi vuc dude van va ching may ai bang
long véi vi tri bi bo quén, vy mdi phai tinh toan
chtt! Nhung mudn ciling ching dudc, bi bo quén
thi 61 di bi b quén nhiéu roi va toi ciing ua
quén nita. Trong nhitng muc giai tr, 01 thily vi€t
vin vita nhe nhang vita kinh t€ trong ki danh
banh con phai c6 sdn va phai bo hut thutc. Ti€ng
Viétching 1a x4u cling ching la dep, cho di chia
Gié Su trén thap tu gid co thot 161 cudi cling la
bing thit ti€ng nay (Hele, hele, lama sabac ta ni,
ti€ng Viét ¢d, titc 1a Hai 61! HOL 61! Lan mdy mit
sa xudng mdt ta ni, theo hoc giad Nguyén Xuin
Quang). Toi viét bang fiéng Viét thi c6 3 nguoi
doc, néu vi€t bing ti€ng Phap ti€ng Anh thi s€ c6
tham mdt ngudi doc nita 1a vd 161 Thi, 0 nhi, nhung
sao thi ciing ching c6 gi kinh hoang bdt, va ciing
ching c6 gi huy hoang thém. D6 la chuyén, “Sdm
sn com swon / Chidu in nudc tudng / Hey hey
hey it’s a beautiful day!” (bai hat Beautiful Sun-
day).

BAN MAI

Vuon Téi Tuong Lai

Thu giii nhitng ngudi ban di dan cung thé he.

DPoc Hop Luu 82, nhifng bai Ky vé cudc di tan
thing 4 nim 75 nhin t mién Nam, t6i tinh cd gap
gd nhitng ngudi ban ciing thé hé vdi minh trén
trang bdo. Nhitng ciu bé, co be udi 11,12 trong
sang, tho ngiy chua nhubm bui trin, Ngay xua
ban ciing giong nhv 161, Ching (a cling song trong
mot thé ch&, mot nén gido duc, clng doc chung
nhifng cudn sdch nhu nhau, cung chdi chung
nhifng trd choi nhy nhau. Nam thang tudi tho 1a
nhitng k¢ @c diu ddi ma chan chic mai in siu
trong cudc ddi cua mdi con ngudi. Ba mudi nam
sau, ngudi di, ké &, da co diéu gi khic biét trong
t4m hén chiing ta. Nhifng con ngudi cung thé hé,

Bang baclén trén titcd 1a n6i dau mAt mAt vé
mdt tudi tho trong sang, bdng bi cit dit bat ngd.
Khi 4y ching ta con qud nho, va bdi vi con qué
1hd nén &n tudng in siu. Va d€n biy gio ca mot
th€ hé ching ta van con ngd ngac. Diéu gi da
xay ra?

Ban:

- Tai sao ti lai & mot dit nu6c xa la trén hanh
tinh nay. Aj da cudp mat thi€n duong uoi tho 1017

Va Tot: -

- Tai sao t6i lai song trong x4 hoi nay. thé ché
nay? Thién dudng ngay xua clia toi dau?

MG vita hdm qua thdi, ching toi con cudli vang
{rén nhitng ngon song dudi bat nhitng con cong
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gi6 chay cudng cudng trén bai cat

M hdm nay, cling nhifng con cong gi0 iy, cling
nhitng ngon séng &y va ciing bai cat dai ém min
Ay nhung tit ca da khac, khac xua rit nhiéu.

Nim 1975:

- Ban bit ngd bi hit tung Vugt qua nita dia
ciu, @&n mot bén by xa la. Bang hoang, ngd
ngang.

_ Con tbi, 161 18 nhip d lai s&ng trong mot thdi
dai xa la. Mot xa hoi toan tri — tAt ca déu rp
khuén — tap thé la trén hé&t, triét tiéu c nhan con
ngudi. Mot xa hot lac pio ciing ndm ndp lo sd,
m&t x4 hoi hic nao cing phin ngd xung quanh.
D6i khé d€n cing cuc. Téi cling bang hoang, ngd
ng4c nhu ban.

Ban va t6i déu dang trdi qua nhing ngay thing
khé khan cia cudc doi:

_ Nhitng khic biét ve cich song, cich hanh
«it, Nhitng khac biét ve mot nén vin héa ma ching
ta da tirng ti&p thu nay da bl dio ngudc.

- Ban lac 16ng trén X4 ngudi. Téi lac 16ng trén
chinh d4t nudc minh.

Mbingay, moi ngay khon 16n 1A moi ngay trong
(61 hiin 1én nhitng diu hoi. Lé song cude doi 101
/81 <& ra sao? Ngay sau rdi sé ra sao? NO ch ¥
nghia gi’

(on ban, mbi ngay, moi ngay ban da sin sang
hda nhép véi cong dong méi, qua khit la nhifng
gi dau ddn ban mudn quén di. PAt nudc 1a mot
ndi dau 4n diu noi siu tham.

Toi, bi giam ham trong 1ong sit, ca dit nudc
“p& quan téa cang”, t6i md wdc, khao khat mot
béau trdfi bao la.

Thei thi€u nit xinh dep, ban budc vao mot tong
lai séng 18, da hdi nhip voi XU ngudi, may min
(i€p thu mot nén van hoéa ticn ti&n. Budc chén
thénh thang trén dudng ddi. Gia tri con ngudi dudc
nhin nhan.

Thti thiu nif xinh dep, toi dau d6n, tuy&t vong
voi din vat gitta di va &. Nhitng ngudi ban lan
Iudt ra di, riéng t0i d lai, sng nhu ngudi mong
du.

N&u nhu ban fa mdt ¢d gai xinh dep, {ai hoa
va riit c6 ¥ thitc ban s& dugc tung hoanh trén [inh
yic ctia ban, ndi ban cu ngu ngudi ta s€ tao mot
didu kién t6t dep cho ngudi phu ni¥ nhuban dudgc
thing hoa.

N&u t6i ciing nhu ban, trén dat Viét toi s€ la
m6tbi kich. Vi day ngudita chi chi trong nhiing
ngudi c6 Iy lich dd, giau 6, va quyén luc, Ma

)

nhitng di€u ay toi khong hé c6. J day ban s& bi




cd ldp hoan toan, néu nhw ban 1 ngudi dim song
1a minh, khéng khuat phuc.

R&i thdi gian trdi qua, the gidi hoi nhap, the
giGi doi thay. NuGc nha bit budc phai md cira.
Mot st chd ddi qué dai ddi voi i,

Va git diy ba mudi niim sau, thé hé tdi trd vé,
vdi bi€t bao thay doi.

T6i nhin thdy trén nhitng dong chit clia ban.
Mbi ngudi, mbi cich chon lra.

C6 ngudsi trd ve d€ hi€ura rang Viét Nam chinh
la c6i ngudn clia minh, hanh phiic bi&t bao khi
dugc tr§ vé dat Me, dudc song va lam viéc ndi
chon nhau cit ron clia minh.

C6 ngudii tr v€ d€ nhin ra rang Viét Nam gid
diy chi la qua khit, hién tai noi X ngudi mdi
chinh 1a qué huong.

T6i hi€u ct sdc ctia ban khi trd vé va chdt nhin

111111111111

ra s khac biét qua 16n giita hai nén vin héa: mét
dit nudc qua ngheo nan vi lac hiu du6i mit ban
va mot dit nudc xinh dep, diy siic sdng va tién
nghi ma ban dang cu ngu. Trong long ban cé su
s0 sanh.

D6 la mét tam Iy rat thuc va binh thudng cla
con ngudi.

Nhuing ban cé bao gid nghi ring su so sanh 4y
14 khip khiéng lim khong?

Vé mit tinh than lam sao c6 thé so sanh mot
dit nude vdi mot dat nude.

Ban cho ring dit nu6c ciia minh d3 mat?
Nhitng diu tich lich sit ngay xwa di mat, ngudi
xua, canh xuwa?

Qui ludt clia cudc sOng ¢6 bao gidh 1a mot thé
“finh”. K¥ tc clia chiing ta da dirng lai & tudi hoa
nién, dong ho clia ban di ditng lai ngay ban roi
xa dét nudc.

Mat hay khéng la do cii nhin clia ting con
nguoi.

Qué huong la qué huong chung ciia t4't ¢ moi
ngudi, khong clia riéng ai.

Qué hudng muén ddi van trudng tdn v vin
Vay.

Cho d vat déi sao ddi, cho dit x4 hoi déi thay.

Mot thé ché& khong lam nén dén thc.

M6t thé ch€ khong phai 1d qué hwong.

Chi vi cim hén mt th€ ch&, ban nd ciim han
luén ca qué hudng sao?

Ban ¢6 bi€t ring, t6i da rit dau khi nghe ban
noi, ngudi Viet Nam chiing ta la nhitng con ngudi
hung bao, do1 x v6i nhau rat tan nhin. Chi vi
ban bi vai nguGi hanh xt da man. Ho ¢6 phai dai
di€n cho chiing ta khéng?

Toi chi xin n6i vdi ban mét diéu: khdéng phai
tat cd nhing di€u suy dién ctia ban 1a ding hé&t
dau. Vi trong n6i théng khé, t6i vin con nhin thiy
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long t6t clia con ngudi, vin con nhin thiy niém
vui binh di trong cudc doi nhi€u dau ddn nay.
~ Téi ton trong su’ chon lra clia ban:

Nguyén Hudng: mudn boi sach qui khet, dé
khéi Lip lai mai mA&t mat

Thd Thd: mudn md twong lai nhung lai ludn
bit gip qua khi.

C6 Ngu: trd vé cing nhip thd dat nudc.

Than Nhi€n: quay vé dattd d€ sit dung mén
gua y-thtc-tu-do

Mo1i ngudi chiing ta ¢6 quyén chon lwa cich
song cho riéng minh.

Cudc ddi ban va tdi vin con & phia trudc.

T6i va ban da bao liu rdi ching ta chwa thuc
su doi thoai v6i nhau.

Téi bi€t ban va 16i déu c¢6 chung mot niém
dau, déu c6 chung m6t méit mat.

Nhung sao d€n by gid ma mii con hon thua,
hon thua.

Chi€n tranh di tréi qua, nhung nhitng ndi dau
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chua linh miéng vin cdn & lai. Pa c6 bao ¢b gai
tré phai doi vanh khén tang chong sau ngay cudi,
da c6 bao ngudi me gia lam ldi di fim xdc con —
nhifng ngudi dan ba trong cudc chién va sau cube
chi€n & ¢ hai mién Nam — Bic trén dat nudc i,
ling 1& chiu dung subt ca cudc ddi.

N&i dau nao hon nbi dau ndo?

Cdi chét néao hon cdi chét nio?

Ciing la mau do da vang ma thor.

To6i thdy gi trong nhitng dong chit cia ban.
Nhitng ngudi Viét di dan.

Ban viét gi? Néi gi va cho ai?

T6i thdy ban viét vé nbi dau da qua clia minh,
khi cudc chi€n vita méi két thic, va cich hanh
xt clia ké thing ngudi thua, nhitng trai hoc tap
cai tao, nhitng ngudi dd bd minh trén bién ca,
nhitng ndi nhuc khi s6ng trén X ngudi, khat vong
viton 1én hdi nhap, niém day ditt nhé vé qué cha
dat to.

Ban vi€t 1én ndi dau clia ngudi dan da vang
vé mot xi sd xa la phuong Pong xa x6i cho ngudi
phuong Tay thau hi€u, va ngudi cing gidng noi
xe chia.

Ban tu do vi€t 1&n ndi long ban, gidi bay ban
nga ciia ban ma khong s¢ ai cim doan, d6 1a mot
hanh phiic v6 gia ma ban da phai trd gid mdi cé
dudc, Ay chinh la di€u ma nhitng ngudi § lai nhw
t61 md w6c ma khong thé cé ngay ci ngdy hdém
nay.

DAt nudc oi! Khi nio t6i mdi dudc hudng ni€ém
vui — tu do néi 1én nhitng diéu minh suy nghi ma
khong sd bi anh hudng hé tu tudng nay, hé o
tudng kia.

PAt nudc di! Khi ndo con clia Ngudi mdi cb
thé t do viét 1&n ndi dau, khat vong thuc su cia
MOT CON NGUOL.

Bao nhiéu nim roi, chiing t6i khao khat, khao
khat.

T6i biét riing thé hé chiing ta cing chung mot
huSng dén. Nhung trong thim tim 16 ciing hi€u
ring ching ta vin con nhicu dieu can phai vugt
qua.

Khao khit md tudng lai, 1a niém mong moi
cla tat cd moi ngudi.

Nhung muén md tuong lai, phdi biét khép lai
qua khit dau thuong, va sdng hét minh cho hién
tai.

V@i mong mudn vugt thodt va hoa nhap vao
nén vin héa x@ ngudi t6i nhin thiy qua nhitng
sdng tic viét bang ngdn nglt vay mugn ma ban
dang cu ngu.
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[inda I.& nha vin ngudi Phap goc Viét da thanh
cong khi sing tic bing ti€éng Phap. B6 la mot
thach thitc 1dn khi phai viét bing mdt ngdn ngi
vay muon. Nhung vdi tai ndng, vin phong giau
tinh vin hoc, ¢ da vugt qua rdo can ngdn ngif va
dudc ddc gia Phap d6n nhin ndng nhiét va Pinh
Linh nha tho ngudi My goc Viét da thanh cong
khi sdng tic bing tiéng Anh. T6i kham phuc ¥
thiic virgt qua s6 phin ngudi di dan cua cac ban
dé khing dinh minh, hoa nhip ndi x& ngudi.

Chiing ta 12 ngudi Viét, chiing ta viét trong ¥
thitc ngudi Viét bing ngdn ngit Viét hay trong §
thic ngoai ngudi Viét bing ngdn nglt vay mudn
nudc ngoai?

Con ngudi nudc nao cling vay, séng ndi diu
ciing vy, cling ¢6 bao nhiéu sic thai tinh cim
nhv nhau, ciing c6 bao nhidu ndi kho cla ki€p
ngudi nhi nhau. Vi vdy, ching ta viét trén tinh
thin xuyén luc dia, § thitc 12 mot con ngudi clia
nhén loai chit khéng phai bé hep vi mot mau da,
mot dat nudc.

T6i wdc md, mot ngay khong xa — tit ca ching
ta nhitng ngudi con nudc Viét — du d trén que nha
hay huu lac phuong xa s€ cling hudng vé mét mau
cdf thigng ligng cia TO QUOC, mét mau cd cila
mot dat Viet do chinh nguvi Viét tw chi ding
xdy, cing nhau fim dén tr do, din chi thuc su.
Chi khi nao con ngudi thoat ra khoi nhitng hé t
tudéng nhd bé, budc ra khoéi nhitng he luy tranh
chip thudng tinh, cing hanh dong nham d€n mot
muc tiéu chung - vi st phon vinh ciia dén toc - thi
ngay Ay d4t nuéc nay mdi ding hoang - cit canh
bay l€n.

Vay thi tai sao th€ hé ching ta khéng lam cho
ngay 4y mau dén?

Ban viét gi? Toi vi€t gi? Vi cho ai?

Bing Tho The va Nguyén Huong thuc hién
5-05 dén 9-05

Chd thich ciia tdc gia B Kh:

(*) Per te dovro gettarmi/ai piedi dei potenti/addolcire il
mio cuore di predone

(Cavalli di luna e di volcani, Salvatore Quasimodo)

For you | must throw myself/ at the feet of the powerful/
soften my marauding heart

(Horses of moon and valcanoes,

ban dich tiéng Anh cta Patrick Barron)

tam dich sang tiéng Viét I

Tudng chang cdi ngua vinh quy/ cdi ngua vinh quy/ Dé
diu anh cdi chudt vé qué em mdi buén!
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