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Thanh ¢6 Qudng Tri dugc bdo ton ngay tai trung tam
thi xd Quadng Tri anh hing (khu phd' 4, phuong 2), chi cdch
Quoc 1 1A 2km vé phia bdc, cdch bo séng Thach Han 500m
vé phia déng.

Thanh ¢6 Qudng Tri la cong trink thanh lily qudn su
dudi thot nha N guyén. Khi thuc ddan Phdp, vé sau la dé quoc
M7 xdam litoe nudc ta chiing xdy thém tai Thanh c6 nha lao
dé giam git nhiang ngrz[m yéu nuoc, chzen sT Cong sdn. Pdc
bl€[ trong cudc Tong tién céng va noi ddy nam 1972, Thanh
0 la noi duoc cd thé gici biét dén va kham phuc bdi nhimg
chién céng hién hdch, nhitng tam giong anh ding hy sinh
trong cudc chién dau 81 ngay dém bdo vé Thanh ¢ cia
qudn va dan ta.

THANH CO QUANG TRI XUA

DE tran gil phia bac kinh d6 Phi Xuan (Hué), manh dat
Quang Tri luon duge nha Nguyén coi trong, dung tam dinh
(tinh) truc 1& kinh su (truc thudce Kinh do), cho dap thanh liy.
Tirddu doi vua Gia Long (1802) da cho dap thanh Quang Tri
tai phudng Tién Kién, huyén Pang Xuong (Trieu Giang -
Triéu Phong ngay nay). Bén nam Gia Long thit 8 (1809) doi
dinh ly d&n xa Thach Han, huyén Hai Lang (thi X3 Quang Tri
hién nay).

Nguyén goc thanh duge dap bang dat theo dang hinh
vuong. Mai dén nim Minh Mang thit 18 (1837) thanh méi
xay bing gach. Thanh ¢é Quang Tri ¢6 kién tric theo
kieu vauban (vo-bang): bén géc thanh nhé hin ra ngoai
tuong, dung 1am 4 phdo dai canh gi@. Chu vi vong thanh l1a
489 truong 6 thudc (2.080,8m), tudng cao 1 trugng 1 tic
(4,25m), phia dudi chan tuong day 3 trugng (12m), & thugng
thanh ¢6 tudng ban day 1 thudc 6 tac (0,65m). Céc cira: Tién,
Hau, T4, Hitu xay hinh vom cuén, rong 3,4m, phia trén cé
vong lau, ca 4 clra déu nam chinh gita 4 mit thanh. Bén
ngoai thanh 1a hé thong hao bao quanh vai do sau 8 thudc
(3,2m), rong 8 truong 2 thude (34,85m).



The citadel is preserved at Quang Tri heroic town
center (block 4, ward 2). It located only 2km from highway
1A inthe North, andThach Han river 500m in the East.

QuangTri citadel was used as a military fort under the
Nguyen dynasty. During the French and American wars,
they built a prison here to hold the patriots. During summer
of 1972, when the general offensive and uprisings took
place, the citadel become well-known, and it got the
admiration from the world to the glorious feat of arms and
the heroic sacrifices of our soldiers and people jfor the 81-
day and night-fighting for its stand.

THE OLD QUANG TRI CITADEL

To safeguard the north of Phu Xuan capital (Hue), the
Nguyen dynasty realized the importance of Quang Tri area
and took it as a dinh (province) under direct administration
of the capital, it was strengthened then by fortifications. In
the beginning of King Gia Long reign (1802), Quang Tri
citadel was fortified at Tien Kien ward, Dang Xuong district
(Trieu Giang - Trieu Phong, nowadays). At the 8" reign of
Gia Long King (1809), the citadel was moved to Thach Han
commune, Hai Lang district (Quang Tri town, nowadays).

The citadel was originally built by soil in square. To the
18th reign of Minh Mang King (1837), it was rebuilt with
bricks. It based on vauban design (military citadel): four
comers protrusiled from the walls and used as four
strongholds. It has a perimeter of 489 truong and 6 thuoc
(2,080.8 m), wall height of 01 truong 01 tac (4m), wall foot
thickness of 03 truong (12m), in upper part of the citadel
there was shooting pad of 01 thuoc and 6 tac (0.65m). All
Front, Back, Left, Right gates (Tien, Hau, Ta, Huu) were
constructed in arches shape of 3.4 m wide, roofed by
curving tiles and located in the center of 4 sides of the
citadel. The citadel was isolated by surrounding moats of 8
thuoc (3.2 m) deep and 8 truong 2 thuoc (34.85 m) wide.

Inside the citadel there're v rious architectural works
like: out-of-town place, flag tow >r, province chief palace,
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Noi thanh gom ¢é ciic cong trinh kién tric nhu: Hanh cung,
Cot co, dinh Tudn vi, dinh An sit, dinh Lanh binh, ty Phién,
ty Niét, kho thoe, nhi Kiem hoe. nhi linh... Trong dé Hanh
cung duoe xem li cong trinh quy mo nhat: Bao quanh 1a he
théing twong thinh dang hinh vudng véi moi canh 100m, ¢d
hai cira ra vio theo hudng nam hic. Bén trong i mot ngoi
nha ruomg két cau 3 gran 2 chdi, mdi lop ngdi hét, trén ¢co
trang tri hoa tiét "ludng long chau nguyét”, day ld... Pay I
noi dé vua ngurméi khi di win thi, nei lam 1é thang quan cho
cdc quan lui cdp tinh vit li dia diém 10 chite cic tiét 18 khace
trong nam. Sudl gin [40 nam (1809 - 1945) duai thdi quan
cha phong kién, Thanh ¢6 Quang Tri 14 trung tam Kinh (&,
chinh tri, quén si cua tinh Quang Tri, 1a thiinh Iy quan su de
hao vé kinh dé Hué o phia bic.
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Mt cong thanh Quang Tri nguyén e
An original gate of the Ancient Clradel,
Anh: Doan Cong Tinh

Nam 1835, vua Ham Nghi trén duong ra Tan So (Cam
L& - Quang Tr1) dyng cdn it chong gidc dd ghé lai Thanh co
Quang Tri dé kéu goi moi ting 16p nhin din dung 1én ditu
tranh chong thye din Phap xam luoc.,
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THANH CO QUANG TRI NAM 1889

Chu ddn:
A.Nhalao. +o4:Trailinhtay. S. Nha guan.
B.Bér gac nha lao. +25:Kho gao T.Dinh Lanh binh.
C.Dinh An s. H.Bé niroc. U.DinhTudn vii.
D. Xudng duic tién. 1. Nha duphong. U.Nha o cuathong
E.Donlinhva gia J. Buudién. dichvién
binh. K. Tramxd. V.Khothuée siing.
F.Nha quanGidim L _Phongle. X Nhaocua
binh. M.Tramliénlac ci nhitng nguoi phuc
G cliacan veé vua, VY.
+gl:Kho luong thyc. N. Nha quan. Y. Trai linh Kinh
+g2: Nha quan tay. O.Kho vii khi. hinh déithitha.
+e3: Kho binlkhi. P.Nhakho.

NHA LAO QUANG TRI

Khi thyc dan Phép dit chinh quyén bdo ho & Trung Ky
thi d mdi tinh chiing cho xay mot nha lao dé giam giif nhimg
ngudl yéu nudce va cdc chién s Cong san. Nha lao Quémg Tri
duoc xay dung n gay trong Thanh ¢6, chiém dién tich gan 1/4
khu vuc Thanh cd, ndm & géc dong bac.

Tuong phia dong nha lao dua vao thanh, ba phia con lai
¢6 tuong riéng .cao khoang 4m, bén trén ¢6 gan manh vo
thuy tinh sac canh, chu vi nha lao gan 500m.

Vong gac duogc dat ngay trén cdng hau va tuong thanh &
phia tdy nam va tiy bac. Bén trong la 2 ddy nha 16n doi dién
nhau (tudng day, Iop ngoi, clra s6 song sit va cé mot clra 16n)
goi 13 lao Hitu va lao TA. Trong nha 1a 2 diy sap g6 dai, dudi
chan c6 cim d€ giam tii nhan.

J phfa nam con c6 mét ngdi nha 16n gdém nhidu
glan. May glan gura Ja not lam viéc cua Lianh binh,
Chanh quan linh gian, d6i B¢ lao, tho va doi linh glan
Con hai gian hai ddu ngan ra timg phong nho, goi la
an phong (xa lim). Nam 1939, thuc dan Phap cho xay
them madt lao ham kién ¢, gom 30 budng giam (mdi
buéng dai 2m, rong 1,2m, cao 1,8m) dé giam nhitng hang
th ching cho 1a nguy hiém, cing ddu nhat. Ngoai ra,
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province judge palace, military commander, court sitting,
rice storage, school inspector, soldiers house... Of which,
out-of-town palace is the biggest, it was surrounded by
square wall fortifications with a length of 100m long cach
side, two gates at north-south direction. Inside there's a
house with three compartments, two wings, roofed by
zigzag tiles and decorated by the image of "two dragons
holding the moon". This was a place for the King's rest
during his inspection mission, a place for province
mandarins' promotion ceremonies and other rites of the
year.

For about 140 years (1809 - 1945), under the monarch
feudalism, Quang Tri citadel had been a political, military
and economic center of Quang Tri province, and a military
stronghold to protect Hue capital in the north.

In 18885, on the way to Tan So (Cam Lo - Quang Tri) for
establishment of a resistance base, Ham Nghi King had
stopped at Quang Tri citadel and gave a call up all stratums
of society to stand up on a resistance war to French.

QUANG TRI PRISON

When the French has established the administration
system in central area, they built a prison in each province
namely called “lao” to hold the patriots and communists
soldiers. Quang Tri prison was built right in the citadel, in

the north - east corner and the prison occupied one fourth
(1/4) of its total area.

The northern wall leaned on the citadel fortification,
three remaining sides had their own walls of 4m high and
extended by sharp broken glass pieces. Perimeter is about
500m.

Control tower was put on the rear gate and south -
west, north - west walls. In the prison area there were two
big chains of houses facing each other, which had a thick
walls, tiled roofs, iron structured windows and big door.
They were called right prison and left prison. In each
house there was a long wooden bench with a stocks at the
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khu vuc nha lao con ¢6 hé thong nha gdc, trai linh khg xanh,
nha Jam 46 tha cong, 1ao giam giif tu nhan, giéng nudc, nha
vé sinh...

Trong sudt thoi gian tir 1929 - 1972, nha lao Quang Tri
la noi giam cdm hang ngan si phu yéu nudc, chién s1 Cong
san va ca nhiing ngudi dan vo t61. Pay ciing chinh [2 truong
hoc chinbh tri, 14 noi dau tranh truc dién véi ke thu clia nhiing
nguoi yéu nudc.

CHIEN TRUONG QUANG TRI PAU NAM 1972

Viung dat Quang Tri nam 1972 dugc xem 12 chién
truomg khoc liét nhat, noi xay ra nhimg cudc dung dau "nay
Itra” gifra ta vadich.

Quang Tri 12 chién trudng sinh tir ddi voi My trong cudc
chién tranh xam luoc Viét Nam. Day vira 13 ban dap dé thuc
hién am muu "Béc tién" khi c6 diéu kién, vira 1 14 chin bao
vé "bién gidi Hoa Ky kéo dai dén vituyén 17" nhuNgo Dinh
Diém di ¢6 lan tuyén bo. Boi vay, sau that bai  Buong 9 -
Nam Lao nam 1971, My - nguy da tap trung & Tri - Thién
mot lyc lrong binh héa lyc dong va manh nhat: Hai su doan
bo binh (1,3), hai lit doan thiy quan luc chién (147,258), 4
ticu doan va 94 dai doi bao an, 302 trung doi dan vé, 5.100
canh sat, 14 tiéu doan phéo binh, 3 thiét doan... Trong d6 &
Quang Tri luon ¢6 5 trong s6 8 trung doan chu luc. Bich b
tri thanh 3 tuyé&n phong ngu vimg chic tit nam séng Bén Hai
dén bic song My Chanh. Trong trudng hop bi tin cong,
chién truomg Quéng Tri dugc wu tién yém trg téi da cha
khong quan, hai quan My, ca phdo dai bay B52 1am "bua ho
mang"”. Tuyén phong tht Quang Tri dugc xem 1a "con dé
ngan chan" vitng chic nhit & mién Nam Viét Nam. Téng
thong Nich-xon 1én giong thach thic: "Néu c6 mot cude tin
cong manh cia Cong san thi nhitng tuyén phong thu cua
Viét Nam Cong hda cé thé chiing nhung khong thé dat”.



bottom to shackle prisoners. In the south comer there was
a big, multi- compartments house. Middle compartments
were reserved as working places for military commander,
chief of guardsmen, jailer team, workers and prisoner
guards. Two compartments at the both ends were split
into many cells. In 1939, the French had built
an underground solid prison comprising of thirty cells (each
cell was 2m long, 1,2m wide, and 1,8m high) to hold
the most dangerous and unshaken mined people according
to their ideas (many prisoners of this classification are
still alive).

Besides, in the prison area there were a watching house,
guardsman house, handicraft products processing house,
wells, toilets...

From 1929 to 1972, Quang Tri prison had been a place
to keep thousands of patriots, communist's soldiers and
cven innocent people. This also was a political school, a
face-to-face struggle of the patriots with the enemy.

QUANG TRI BATTLE FIELD
AT THE BEGINNING OF 1972

Quang Tri area in 1972 was the most severe battlefield
where a "sparkle fire" confrontation between the enemy and
us took place.

Quang Tri was a life-and-death front for American
in the invasion Vietnam war. This was not only a spring
board to fulfill the conspiracy "forward the north"” when it
was possible but a shield to protect "the border of United
States of American extended to 17 parallel” as once Ngo
Dinh Diem declared. Because of that reason, after the
failure on highway 9 - Southern Lao in 1971, the American
and South Vietnamese army had esteblished in Tri - Thien
region the strongest and well-equipped forces: two infantry
divisions (1,3), two marine brigades (147,258), four militia
battalions and ninety four companies, three hundred
and two civil guard platoons, five thousand and one
hundred polices, fourteen artillery battaiions, three armored
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Budc vio nam 1972, nom no*p 1o s¢rta tian cong, Bo Chi
huy quan vién chinh My vA Téng Tham muu trudng quan
nguy Cao Van Vién da ra Da Nang nghién citu mat tran phia
bac. Tudng A-bé-ram dich thin vach ké hoach ngdn chan
cudc tan cong <o thé xdy ra & Quang Tri. Téng thono
Nﬂuyen Van Thiéu ra lénh cdm trai, ra lénh bdo dong “ving”
roi bao dong "do”. Toin bd quan dich trén chién trudng
Quang Tritrong firthé san sang chién diu cao nhit.

DON SAVISET BAT NGO

bich rdo riét chuan bi va hoi hop chr doi, nhung réi
thing ba sip hél, maa kho dang dén ma vin chua thiy cic
cude tin cong cua doi phuong nd ra. Ludi tinh bdo cla
dich b1 dianh Tira khong phat hién duge luc lugng cuna ta.
Thin kinh ctia Nha Tmnf1 xem chimg bot cang thing va
bét dau phit ra nhimg 101 tuyén bd l(_l(. quan "Chuong trinh
Viét Nam hod da thanh cong vuot qui du kién"”, Lénh bao
dong “elo" duoc huy bo. Nich-xon réi Nha Trang di nghi
mdt ¢ trai Da-vit. Dai sit My Ban-co tam biét S Gon
di thamvo & Nc pan.

Quan glai p!mug tién vao thi xd Quang Tri dau ndam 1972.
Liberation army approached Quang Tri town
in the beginning of 1972

Anh: Tw lieu
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groups... Five from eight regular regiments of them were
always present in Quang Tri. They were deployed in three
strong defensive rounds from south of Ben Hai to north of
My Chanh rivers. In case of general assault, Quang Tr1 was
prioritized with fire support from air and sea forces even
with "talisman" B.52 raids. Quang Tri defensive system was
considered the "strongest dyke" in the south of Vietnam.
President Nixon defied: "If there was any communist
attack, all defensive system of the republic of Vietnam
could be slack but never cut off™.

In the beginning of 1972, with the obsession of being
attacked, the headquarter of American expeditionary force
and Chief of General Staff of south Vietnam army Cao Van
Vien flew to Da nang to study northern front. General
Abraham envisaged a protective plan against possible
attack in Quang Tri. President Nguyen Van Thieu ordered to
barrack gave "yellow alarm", "red alarm". All forces in
Quang Tri were put on the highest alert.

A SUDDEN THUNDER BLOW

The enemy intensively prepared and anxiously waited,
time gradually went by, March was consumed, summer was
coming without any attack. The enemy intelligence was
cheated and could not find any trace of our forces. The
White House nerve was likely less tense and they started
giving out optimistic announcements "Vietnamization
program was successful beyond the expectation”. The “red”
alarm was lifted. Nixon left the White House for a vacation
in David camp. The American Ambassador left Sai Gon for a
visit to his wife in Nepal.

In a still moment, suddenly at 11: 00 clock on 30
march 1972, Quang Tri heaven and earth was shaken.
Our artillery put a fire storm on the whole base system of
the enemy. The artilleries shot fiercely and continuously.
The cnemy military bases like the Height 544,
Round Hill, Dau Mau, Ba Ho, Dong Toan in the West
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Gitta Iic dat troi yén tinh, thi vao 11 gio, ngay
30/3/1972 cé dat trdi Quang Tri rung chuyén. Phdo binh cta
ta doi con bao lira 1én toan bo hé thdng cin cit cia dich. Cac
cd phdo cta ta ban manh liét va lién héi. Cac can cd cia dich
tir diém cao 544, Déi Tron, Dau M4u, Ba H6, Dong Toan &
phia tdy d&€n Quan Ngang, Cira Viét & phia dong; tir D6¢c
Miéu, Cén Tién & phia bic dén Dong Ha, Ai Ti, thi xa
Quéng Tri, La Vang & phia nam, tat ca déu bsce chdy. Ca 12
tran dia phdo cua dich déu bi ghim dau mai dén mot gio sau
mdi hoan hon, bin tra yéu 4t. Trong hic hda luc phéo binh dp
dao dich, bo binh, xe tang cua ta ti€n quan ban ngay dinh
chiém can cit dich, nhan dan viing 1én diét 4c, phd kim, gianh
quyén lam chu.

Bi don bat ngo, quan dich tir ¢6 vin My dén céc tudng ta
binh linh nguy hét sitc kinh hoang, sirng sot. Nghé thuat nghi
binh va chon thoi co tai tinh cia ta d4 1am cho dich hoan toan
bi bat ngd. To bdo Anh "Ngudi bdo vé" ngay 3-4-1972 viét.
"Riéng cdch chon thoi co dé'tdn cong ciing dd té ra Cong sdn
rdtkhon ngoanroi .

Puoc tin nhu sét danh, Nich-xon véi vang roi trai Da-vit
trd vé toa Bach 6¢ dé d6i phé. Ngay 6-4-1972, y ralénh ném
bom trd lai mién Béc, ding min phong toa cang Hai Phong
va cho B52 ném bom huy diét Ha Noi, Hai Phong. Nhung
tinh hinh vin khong thé ddo ngugc. Chi trong vong 5 ngay,
cudc tan cong dot dau di dap nat hé théng cit diém kién c6
chia dich & bac Puong 9, diét va bat 6.500 tén dich, giai
phéng hoan toan 3 huyén Gio Linh, Cam Lo va Huéng Héa.
Song Bén Hai, gidi tuyén quan su tam thoi khong con phai
chiundi dau chia cat.

CUOC TAN CONG POT HAI

Bi mat tuyén phong thi vong ngoi, "phdo dai bat

kha xam pham", "hang rao dién tr Mécnamara” da bi xéa
s0. Ngay 2-4-1972, Nguyén Vin Thiéu tir Sai Gon bay ra
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to Quan Ngang, Cua Viet in the East; Doc Mieu, Con Tien in
the North to Dong Ha, Ai Tu, Quang Tri, La Vang in the
South was in a fire. All twelve artillery battlegrounds of the
enemy were headed down for more than one hour without
any reaction. Under the overwhelming artillery, our tanks
and infantry overrun the bases in daytime. People rose up,
killed tyrants, broke stocks, and had a command of the
situation. Because of sudden blow, the enemy force, from
American Advisors to General of South Vietnamese Army
was shocked. The art of tactical feint and a clever seizure of
chance had made the enemy surprised. The English
newspaper “Guardian" on April 3, 1972 praised: "The
seizure of attacking moment had proved the communists
were very wise".

Hearing thunder news, President Nixon left David
camp in a hurry to the White House. On April 6, 1972 he
ordered to bomb the North again, block Hai Phong port by
B.52 bomb. However, the situation was unchanged. Only in
five days of assault, the first attack had smashed the
defensive system of the enemy in north of highway 9, killed
and captured six thousand five hundred troops liberated
three districts of Gio Linh, Cam Lo and Huong Hoa. Ben
Hai river, the provisional border has no longer endured the
pain of separation.

THE SECOND ASSAULT

Losing the outside defensive system, “an inviolable
fortress", McNamara electronic line" was erased. On April
2, 1972 Nguyen Van Thieu flew from Sai Gon to Hue to
survey the situation, he ordered the third infantry division
and first corps to restructure defensive cluster to protect
Dong Ha, Ai Tu, La Vang, Quang Tri town and determine
to fight to the death. On the other hand, he hurried to
reinforce troops for Quang Tri front. Nine effective force
battalions from Sai Gon, corps 2, and corps 4 were moved
to Quang Tri. President Nguyen Van Thieu ordered
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Hué thi sdt tinh hinh, ra 1énh cho Quan khu 1 va S doan 3 bo
binh t6 chifc cde cum phong ngu Pong Ha, Ai Tir, La Vang,
thi xa Quang Tri va quyét tam "t thu" & d6. Dong thoi cap
toc tang vién tro cho mat tran Quang Tri véi 9 tiéu doan tinh
nhué tir Sai Gon, Quan khu 2, 4 ra. Téng thong Nguyén Vin
Thiéu con ra 1énh cho cdc luc luong khong quan va phdo
ham ocanh kich ngan chin su "xam lang cua Cong san”.

Trén da chién thang, ding 5 gior 30 phit ngay 27-4-1972,
ta m& cude tan cong dot 2 bang mot tran bio Itra chup xudng
4 cum cit diém cua dich. Cac don vi bo binh cia ta tién quan
nhu vii bio. Piing16 gi 30 phiit ngay 28-4-1972, Su doan
308 danh chiém Pong Ha, can cit I6n nhit ctia dich & Quang
Tri. Dém 30-4, Su doan 304 va Trung doan 48 cua Su 320B
téng cong kich danh chigm san bay va can cit Ai Ttr, Chi huy
s0 cha Su doan 3 nguy. Bon binh linh & day khong con hon
via ndo nghi dén chuyén chong da, tranh nhau bo chay vé thi
xa Quang Tri.

20 DUNG ST CHIEM GICUDAU CAU QUANG TRI

Phdn dodn dich & cdc can cif phia bic bi danh dau s& nit
chay vé thi xa Quang Tri theo quoc 16 1A qua cau Thach
Han. BDém 9-4-1972, Trung d61 2 (C11, D3, E9, F304) di bi
mat vao choét gitt khu vue dau cdu Quang Tri, thuc hién
nhiém vu chan duong rit lui va tiéu hao sinh hiuc dich.

Mo sdng 10-4-1972, dich phéat hién chét chan cua
ta. Ching da huy dong 3 tiéu doan di, cé xe tang, phio
binh yém trg tan cong vio quan ta. Cudc chién diu & day
di dién ra vo ciing 4c liét, dich dong hon ta gap nhiéu
1an. Dusi su chi huy ciia Trung déi tru ng Mai Quéc Ca, don
vi da rgoan cudng chién dau suét agay 10-4-1972, ddy
lui nhiéu dot tién cong cha dich, tiéu diét hang tram
tén, b in chay nhiéu xe tang. K&t thic t-an dinh, Trung doi
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airforce (even B.52) and sea force for its fire to stop the
“"Communist invasion”. In the impetus of victory, at 17:30
on April 27, 1972 the liberation army launched a second
assault with a firestorm covered four defensive clusters of
the enemy. The infantry overrun bases in a stormy speed. At
16:300on April 28, 1972, the division 308 took Dong Ha, the
biggest base in Quang Tri. In the evening of April 30, the
division 304 and regiment 48 of the division 320B launched
a general offensive and got control over airfield ind Ai Tu
base, a headquarter of the third division of South
Vietnamese army. South Victnamese soldiers were in faint
and vied with cach other in running to Quang Tri town.

20 BRAVE LIBERATED SOLDIERS SECURED
QUANG TRI BRIDGEHEAD

Judging in advance that after the blow in the northern
front, the enemy would run back to Quang Tri along
highway 1, across a bridge over Thach Han river on this
route, in the evening of 9 April 1972, a platoon 2 (Cl11, D3,
E9, F304) had secretly deployed near the bridgehead to cut
off the withdrawal way and wipe out the enemy troops.

* Inearly moming of 10 April 1972, the enemy found our
deployment. They mobilized 3 parachute battalions under
strong support of tanks and artillery to attack us. The flght
was very fierce, when the enemy troops were more
crowded than ours in number. Under the lead of the platoon
head, Mai Quoc Ca, the platoon bravely held fighting in a
full day of 10 April, drove back numerous attacks of the
enemy, shot down hundreds troops and fired lots of tanks. In
the end of the fight, 19 from 20 soldiers of the platoon 2
heroically died, comrade Vu Ngoc Thanh was seriously
wounded and captured.

Mai Quoc Ca platoon became a typical example of
the brave and self-sacrifice fighting spirit in Quang Tri
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Cha condng ldo ngit dun
Quang Tri da ho doi
qua séng Thach Han
vao Thenh e

chién dau.

OuangTri

fisherman

arnd his son

Qre carrving

the soldiers over
Thach Han river
tethe Ancient Citadel
forfighting.

Anh: Podn Cong Tinh

2 ¢6 20 dong chi thi 19 nguoi da anh diing hy sinh, dong chi
Vii Ngoc Thanh bi thuong nang nén bi dich bat.

Trung déi Mai Quéc Ca trg thanh tdim guong dién hinh
vé tinh than chién dau dang cam quén minh trong chién dich
gial phong tinh Quang Tri 1972, Dé ghi nhin cong lao tip
thé, "Trung déi anh hing Ciu Quang Tri" {Trung doi Mai
Quoe Ca) da duge Nha nude tuyén duong don vi Anh hing
Luc luomg v trang nhan danngay 23-9-1973,

GIAI PHONG THI XA QUANG TRI

Thi xd Quang Tri bi khép chat vong viy, quin dich hon
loan, gin 100 ¢a van My mac do gidp 16p ngdp bo vao ban an
vado 16i cho quan nguy.

Sau khi danh chiém Béong Ha, Ai Tir, ngay 01-5-1972,
quan giai phong tit cic hudng o at tan cong danh chiém can
cirLa Vang va tién vao giai phong thi xa Quang Tri, Hon 200
xe dich chaddy linh thdo chay khoi thi xi dé hong thodr than
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liberation campaign in 1972. To recognize the collective
merit, “ the Quang Tri bridge heroic platoon” (Mai Quoc Ca
platoon) was rewarded heroic armed forces unit by the
government on 23 Septcmber 1973,

LIBERATION OF QUANG TRI TOWN

The siege to Quang Tri town was closed in. The enemy
troops were in disorder, about hundred American advisors
in armors tried to keep hiding under tables and : hifted the
blame on South Vietnamese army.

After taking Dong Ha, Ai Tu, on May 1, 1972 the
liberation army from different directions launched an
assault to attack La Vang base and forwarded to liberate
Quang Tri town. More than two hundred trucks full of
troops tried to run away to escape to Hue, but they were
stopped at Nhung bridge under the fire from infantry in the
front and from artillery in the back. The enemy was in
turbulence, some died, some was captured, some threw
weapon away. The distance from Nhung bridge to My
Chanh became a "panic-stricken highway" for American
and South Vietnamese army.

In the afternoon on May 1, 1972, the hiberation soldiers
of regiment 9, division 304 stepped over enemy corpses,
forwarded to Quang Tri center and flied a flag on the top of
two-storeys house of the provincial chief. In earlier few
minutes, the brigadier Vu Van Giai, chief commander of
division 3 of South Vietnamese army and American
advisors were rescued by helicopter. The image of small
town full of troops with about twenty five thousand
dwellers, having disco bar, cafe “wind", Kim Chau cinema
with an ad mark: "37 knights of Taxes state” was replaced by
the image of disorderly cscape of South Vietnamese army
and administration who left behind everything. The reporter
of UPIl agency, Kenloman described a scene as followed: "1
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vao Hué nhung da bi chan lai & cau Nhiing, bi bo binh ddnh
v0 mat va bi phdo binh ddm vio lung, bon dich s6 thi bi chet,
s6 thi bi bit, s& thi vitt sing chay tdn loan. Doan duong tir
cau Nhung di My Chénh trd thanh “dai 16 kinh hoang” caa
Mgy - nguy.

Chiéu ngay 01-3-1972, c¢dc chién s1 cua Trung doan
9, Sir doiin 304 budc qua xdc giac, tién vao trung tam thi
xa, cim 14 c¥ chién thang 1én noc toa nha hai ting cua
Dinh tinh truéng Quang Tri. Trude d6é may phiit, tén Chuan
tudng Vii Vian Giai, Tu 1énh Su doan 3 nguy va cdc ¢0 van
My di goi mdy bay lén thang tir Hué¢ ra bse di, cham
chan mot chiit nira 13 bi bat song. Céi thi xd nhoé bé nay
mdi hom nao con ddy dp linh va ¢é khoang 23.000 dan
vGi tiém nhay, quan ca pheé "Gid", rap chiéu bong Kim Chau
mang tam bién quang cdo "37 hiép si bang Téch-ddt" bay
gid chi ¢on lai canh hoang loan thao chay cua nguy quan,
khong kip mang theo d6 dac va ho so tai liéu. Phong
vién hang UPI Ken-lo-man da tuong  thudt canh My - nguy
rit chay nhu sau: "Téi mdi trai qua nhitng ngay o dia
nguc Quang Tri dé nhin Cong san xiét chdt cdi thong long...
vi thi xd da bi bao vdy nén mdy bay lén thing la 161 thodt duy
nhdt cria 80 ngreoi My o trong khu vie nay”.

Thira thing xong téi, quan ta Giép tuc dinh chiém
nhitng can of cta dich con lai & phia bic song My
Chdnh. Nhu vay, sau 18 nam bi My - nguy chiém dong,
tinh Quiang Tn dd hoan toan giai phong. Trong chién
dich nay ta da danh tan tap doan phdng ngu marh nhat
cia dich ¢ Quang Tri. Trén 3 van quan bi loai khoi
vong chién dau, 178 mdy bay, 11 tau chién, 320 xe tang,
237 khau dai bac v nhiéu vii khi dan duoc di bi phd huy va
lot vao tay quan giai phdng. Tu lénh Quan khu I nguy
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myself just spent some hell days in Quang Tri to see
communists tightened a lasso... because the town was
sieged, helicopter was the only escaping way of 80
Americans in this area".

In the impetus of victory, the liberation army continued
to take over remaining bases in north of My Chanh
river. Thus, after 18 year under American and South
Vietnamese army occupation, Quang Tri province
was entirely liberated. In this campaign, we demolished
their strongest defensive system in Quang Tri. More
than thirty thousand troops were put out of action, hundred
and seventy eight planes of all kinds, eleven ships,
three hundred twenty armors, two hundred thirty
seven cannons, many weapon and ammunition was
destroyed and captured. South Vietnamese army
chief commander of the first corps, Hoang Xuan Lam
was dismissed, chief commander of the third division
of South Vietnamese army, Vu Van Giai was taken to
court. President Nguyen Van Thieu was wamed to be
abandoned by his patrons. American president Nixon
was denounced by American and world public.

QUANG TRI CITADEL IN 81 SHAKEN DAYS
(JUNE 28, 1972 - SEPTEMBER 16, 1972)

Quang Tri fell down, “Hue was facing with a siege”
AFP reported commented. On May 4, 1972, after recovery
from fears, president Nguyen Van Thieu and General Cao
Van Vien, a general chief commander of South Vietnamese
armyflew 10 Mang Ca base (Hue) to hold a meeting with
American advisors and other South Vietnamese army high-
ranking officers for redeeming Tri - Thien situation.
Nguyen Van Thieu said the reason of quick failure of Quang
Tri was due to the subjectivity of his staff, and due to lack of
“necessary courage" and "willingness to die" for honor of
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Hoang Xuan Lam bi cdch chiic, Tu lénh Su doan 3 nguy Vi
Vin Giai bi goi ra tda. Téng thong nguy quyén Nguyén Van
Thiéu bi quan thdy doa bd roi. Téng thdng My Nich-xon bi
du luan M§ va thé gidi lén dn gay gat.

THANH CO QUANG TRI §1 NGAY PEM
RUNG CHUYEN (28/6/1972 - 16/9/1972)

Quang Tri that tha, "Hué dang c6 bo mdit cua mot thanh
phd'bi bao vdy"” - Mot phéng vién clia hang AFP ¢4 nhan xét
nhu vay.

Ngay 4-5, sau nhing phit hoian hon, Téng thdong
Nguyén Van Thiéu va Dai tudng Cao Van Vién, Téng Tham
muu trrong quan nguy voi va bay ra can cit Mang Ca (Hug)
hop ban véi cac ¢6 van My va cac tuéng ta chi huy nguy dé
cu van tinh hinh Tri - Thién. Nguyén Van Thiéu cho rang:
Quang Tri roi vao tay "Cong quan” qué nhanh 1a do ha cap .
cia y chi quan, lai "thiéu tinh than diing cam hy sinh”,
khoéng chiu "tir thu" vi danh du quéc gia. Con tén Co van
truong Vung 1 chién thuat thi mia mai: "Swdoan 3 - Sw doan
sinhra dé'ma chay”.

Ngay 5-5, Ngd Quang Truéng, mot tudng duoc chinh
quyén Sai Gon cho 1a ¢6 vy danh trong quan luc Viét Nam
Cong hoa duge Thiéu diéu ra lam Tu lénh Quan khu I, Quan
doan 1, thay cho tu6ng Hoang Xuan Lam, mot uéng dé mét ca
tinh Quang Tri m van huénh hoang tuyén bo: “Qudn ta khong
thang ciing khong thua”, lam cho gidi bdo chi Sai Gon va
phuong Tay phai ngo ngac héi lau trude cau ndi "bat i d6.

Buogc su vién tro t6i da ctia My, chinh quyén Sai Gon d6c
toan bd luc luong mé cude phan kich tdi chiém Quang Tri ma
muc tiéu s 1 12 chiém lai tod Thanh ¢8 clia tinh nay.
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The state. The chief advisor of first tactical zone ironically
spoke out: "The third division was born to run away”. On
5 of May, Ngo Quang Truong, a general who was considered
prestigious i army by Sai Gon administration was
assigned by president Thieu to bec a commander-in-chief
of the first Corp, first tactical zone and replace general
Hoang Xuan Lam who lost Quang Tri very quickly but
still boisterously declared: "we didn't win but we didn't
lose”, his "immortal” statement made Sai Gon and
world press bewildering. With a full support of American,
Sai Gon administration poured out strength to launch
a counter-attack to reoccupy Quang Tri. Citadel was the
firsttarget.

With a reoccupation of Quang Tri, American and Sai
Gon administration would gain a cunning political,
diplomatic and military plot to recover a spirit and erase a
psychology of failure predominating among South
Vietnamese army, on the other hand it could stop the stormy
attack of liberation army and reoccupy the strategic front
land of the South to put more pressure on the negotiation
table in Paris conference. American and South
administration launched operation on 28 of June coded
"Lam Son 72". Ngo Quang Truong announced: "The allied
partner will use maximum aerosol and artillery fire to crush
the citadel”.

In reality. for this counter-attack the encmy mobilized
about one hundred and fifty to one hundred and seventy
jets per day in average, the highcst was recorded at
two hundred and twenty jets; from seventy to ninety
B.52 bombers; twelve to sixteen destroyers and cruisers
of the Pacific armada 7; two strategic reverse divisions
of parachute and marine; one detachment of special
mobile troops; four armor regiments (each rcgiment
comprised of seventy nine tanks and armors) and tens
of battalions.
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Troy duct dich wl th va Queng Tri nam (972
Persteing the eacmy at Quang Tri town [n 1972

Anh: Tu lieu

T chiem duge Quang Tri, My - nguy s¢ dat duoc am
MU vio quyél ve chinh tri. guan su, ngoai giao, lay lai dirge
linh than. tay xdéa duoc tam 1y that bai dang phat trién trin
lan trong quan doi nguy. can phi cudc 1an cong nhur va bao
cua quan ta, chiém lui manh dit dia dio chién luge mién
Nam, dong thor gdy siee ¢p vai tutai Hoinghi Par. '

My - nguy bit diu mo cuoce hanh quin vao ngay 28-6.
lay tén la "Lam Son 727, Ngo Quang Trudmg tuyén ba:
“Ding wrinde sé s dung 160 da hoa liie khdng quan va pheo
binh e chien ndt Co'thanh Quana Triv

Trong thuc t€, dich d huy dong viw cudce phin kich nay
mai ngay hinh quan 130 - 170 Lin, ¢d ngay cao nhat 12220 1an
chiée nuiy bay phan lue, 70 - 90 lan chiée B52; 12 - 16 (au khu
truc ham va twin duomg ham thuoe Ham doi 7 : 2 su dodn du
b chién Tuge T Su da via Su thuy quan lue chién, T hén
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This was a bloody and extremely cruel operation, the
enemy was unhesitant using all ploys, they dropped all kind
of bombs, high explosive bomb, napalm bomb,
phosphorous bomb, fragmentation bomb, 7-ton bomb, laser
bomb; sprayed chemical, toxic and hot gas; shot drilling
shells, covering over shells. In the evening on July 4, 1972
B.52 bomber dropped four thousand tons of bomb, on 31 of
July there was about twenty thousand shells cannons poured
into the town and its vicinity.

On 12 of July, the UPI agency reported a news: in a
week, the American had mobilized all planes of three forces
to drop seven thousand tons of bomb and shell ten thousand
cannons into Quang Tri town. The western commentary
estimated about three hundred twenty eight thousand ton of
American bomb and shell was dropped down in Quang Tri,
ils explosion capacity was equivalent with seven atomic
bombs that were dropped down in Hiroshima and Nagasaki
(Japan) by American in 1945. About ten thousand houses in
Quang Tri were destroyed totally.

In war history, there hardly was any operation with such
a small target like this (just a citadel with a perimeter of
2080m), but had driven such a big mobilization of air, sea,
and ground forces and had consumed such a tremendous
volume of explosives. In this extermination counter-attack
campaign of the enemy, Quang Tri citadel had written a
glorious story by a courageous fight in 81 days, which
shook the world.

Our forces inside the citadel comprised of regiment 48
of the division 320B and two battalions of local troops, at the
highest moment there reinforced by regiment 95 of the
division 325 and battalion 8 of the regiment 64. The
headquarter of town front (The commanding board of

regiment 48) was located at the cellar of the province chief's
restdence building of the south administration nearby
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Thach Han river. The outside forces comprised of the
division 320B in the east, division 308 in the south together
with armor,

The head quarter of 1972 Tri-Thien campaign was
established by Central Military Commission comprised of
Major General Le Trong Tan, Vice Chief of the General Staff
positioned at Commander in Chicef, Major General Le
Quang Dao, Vice head of general political department
positioned at political commissar, General Van Tien Dung -
member of politburo, Chief of the General Staff positioned
at representative of Central Military Commussion to direct
this important strategic front.

The outside force was division 320 in the east, division
308 in the south with tank, artillery, and rocket unit and
guerilla force of neighboring communes. The day-round
violent fight took time from 28 Of June to 16 of September
1972. At the important strongholds like Long Quang, Tri
Buu church, Long Hung roundabout, Bo De school,
Railway bridge roundabout... The liberation army had to
face and drive off many counter-attacks of the cncmy
despitc of danger and hardship. In some days they had to
withstand 5 counter-attacks of infantry, armor, artillery
forces. Quang Tri citadel was the most severe action point, it
was also a place where a sacrifice and devotion as well as an
extraordinary fight for the country of our people and army
was reflected and recorded.

THE LEGENDARY FIGHT
IN QUANG TRI CITADEL
South Vietnamese army thought that the citadel could
mean faking Quang Tri province as a whole and could give
some advantage for its negotiation with us at Paris
conlerence. Because of that, they mobilized all forces and
mcans at all cost to reoccupy the citadel, the headquarter of
Quang Tri province.
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doan biét dong, 4 trung doan thiét gidp (moi trung dodn cé
79 chiéc xe tang va xe boc thép) va hang chuyc tiéu doan
khic. Pay l1a cudc hanh quan dam mau, cuc ky tan bao ma ké
dich da khong tir mot hanh dong toi dc nao: Ném du cdc loai
bom ph4, bom na-pan, bom lan tinh, bom bi, bom 7 tan, bom
diéu khién bang lade, ban du cic loai phao chom, phédo
khoan, tha chat doc héa hoc, hai doc va hoi ngat. Chang han
dém 4-7-1972, may bay B52 da ném 4.000 tan bom, ngay
31-7,khoang 2 van qua dai bac ¢d 16n da roi xudng khu vue
thi xa va viing phu can.

Ngay 12-7 hang UPI MY dua tin: ¢6 tudn 1€, Hoa ky da
huy dong mdy bay chién dau cia ba quin ching ném tdi
7.000 tan bom va ban 10 van qua dai bdc vao thi xa Quang
Tri. Nhiéu bdo chi phuong Tay binh luan va so sdnh $6 bom
dan My ném xudéng Quang Tri khoang 328 nghin tan tuong
duong vdi sic cong phd clia 7 qua bom nguyén tir ma My
ném xudng Hi-ro6-si-ma va Na-ga-sa-ki (Nhat Ban) nam
1945. Thi xa Quang Tri ¢6 khoang 1 van ng6i nha bi phd huy
hoan toan.

Trong lich st chién tranh hau nhu chua ¢6 mét cude
hanh quan nao ma muc tiéu chil yéu chi 1a danh chiém mot
toa thianh cd cé chu vi hon 2.080m ma ngudi ta lai ¢6 thé huy
dong mot luc luong hai - luc - khong quan déng va sir dung
mét khoi lugng chatnd khong 16 nhu vay. Chinh trong chién
dich phan kich mang tinh huy diét d6 cia ké thii, Thanh co
Quang Tri di md dau trang s mdi hao hing clia minh bing
mot cudc chién dau anh diing qua 81 ngiy dém rung chuyén
canudc vatoan ciu.

Luc lugng ta & vong trong thi x3 hic dau ¢é Trung doan
48 cuia Sur doan 320B va hai tiéu doan b doi dia phuong, Iic
cao nhat ¢ them Trung doan 95 cta Su doan 325 va Tiéu
doan 8 cua Trung doan 64, Chi huy sd cua M3t tran thi X3
(Ban Chi huy Trung doan 48) dat tai him trong dinh Tinh
truong nguy bén bo song Thach Han.

Bo Tu 1énh chién dich Tri - Thién nam 1972 do Quan uy
Trung uong thanh lap goém ¢é: Thiéu tudng Lé Trong Tén,
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Everyday, at this ancient architectural work, enemy
dropped down countless bombs, in average, each liberation
soldiers here had to endure more than hundred artillery
shells. Just to tell, on 25 of July, the enemy shot five
thousand cannons into the citadel.

Four surrounding walls with a thickness of 12m were
smashed into pieces, not only because of bornb and shell but
ashaking of the ground as well.

A piece of wall with tens meter long was cracked. Tilted
and collapsed. One witness had uttered: "no brick was
intact”.

During ten days of protection here, the citadel soldiers
had to face with various bombs: drilling bomb,
fragmentation bomb, drilling artillery, covering artillery...
Cruelly, they tested cluster bomb for the first time in citadel:
when (he bomb was falling down, a mother bomb splitting
into two baby bombs. It could be seen but could not be
destroyed. It banged with lots of fragments; chemical was
sprayed densely above the citadel. Wearing anti-chemical
mask was inconvenient because lack of air and its glass was
dim, but if not wearing, it was uneasy with tear gas and
coughing.

However the liberation soldiers had determined to stay
for months to protect cvery sacred centimeter of the newly
liberated citadel. The fight took place not only in the citadel
but also in defensive clusters in the east, south and south-
west of the town. In a day the soldiers had to encounter form
five to seven times, in some days up to thirteen times.

The fighting here was considered as a legend and the
fighting way was beyond the conventions: mortar 60 was
used by soldicrs by hand and shot in tens shell
consecutively, hand grenade must be triggered on hand
before throwing and the soldiers had to creep to the mouth
of bunker to throw in or climb to the height to throw down.
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ph6 Téng Tham muu trudng 1am Tu lénh, Thiéu tuéng Lé
Quang Pao, Phé Chii nhiém Tdng cuc Chinh tri giir chic
Chinh uy. Thuong tuéng Van Tién Diing, Uy vién B6 Chinh
tri, Tong Tham muu truéng duge cir 1am dai dién cia Quén
uy Trung wong, truc ti€p chi dao hudng chién lugec quan
trong nay. Luc luong vong ngoai ¢é Su doan 320B & canh
doéng, Su 308 & cdnh nam, ciing vdi cdc don vi xe ting, phdo
cao xa va luc lrong du kich cdc x4 phu can. Cude chién dan
gianh giat giira ta va dich tai Quang Tri tir 28/6 - 16/9/1972
dién ra vo cling 4c liét sudt ca ngay 1an dém. Cdc chot quan
trong nhu: Long Quang, nha tho Tri Buu, Ngd ba Long
Hung, trudng Bo D¢, Nga ba Ciu Ga...Ja nhimg noi ma quan
giai phéng bat chdp moi nguy hiém, gian khé dé dap tan cac
dot phan kich cla dich, ¢é ngay ta phai duong dau vdi 5 dot
tdn cong bang bo binh, xe tang, phi phdo clia dich, dic biét
Thanh c6 Quang Tri 1a tiéu diém 4c Jiét nhat va ciing 13 noi
thé hién tinh than anh diing hy sinh, chién ddu phi thudng
cllaquan vadan ta.

CcuoC CHIEN DAU TRONG LONG
THANH CO QUANG TRI

Dich cho rang chiém dugc Thanh ¢6 1a co ban da
chiém lai duge Quang Tri, tao sitc nang mac ca vdi ta tai
Hoi nghi Pari. Vi vay, ching huy dong t6i da luc
lugng, phuong tién dé chiém bing duoc Thanh cé. Tai
noi cong trinh kién triic ¢6 ndy, dich da doi khong biét
bao nhiéu bom dan méi ngay, trung binh mot chién s1 &
day phai hing chiu trén 100 qua bom va 200 qua dan
phio. C6 ngay, nhu ngay 25-7, dich x4 vao Thanh ¢6 5.000
quadan.

Bon diy tudng thanh 4 phia ciia Thanh cd day dén 12m
vAy ma bi vd dan, khong chi vd vi bom dan ma con vi sy chén
4ong cda mat dat. Tiing mang tuong 16n, dai tir hang chuc
mét cif ran ra, nghiéng dan roi sup xuéng. Dén nédi cé nguoi
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The injured soldiers here were insisted on staying and kept
fighting: Phan Vun Ba lost his hand but isisted on request
nol to be moved to the back. Han Duy Long held rifle under
hand tokill [ifty cight enemy troops, he had three injures but
was able to Keep the position. Every soldier of all Jorces
either from infantry. or engineering. or medical staff used
rifles to stopthe enemyv.

Tran danh rat thanh co Quarie T'ri
Fighting ct Quana Tri Anclent Citadel.
Anh: Poan Cong Tinh

In the beginning ol September, American and South
Victhamese army gradually got bitter about and decided to
risk attacking the citadel from north-cast direction. After
one clever and bruve fighting evening, battalion 2 of the
regiment 48 and battalion § of the regiment 95 killed two
hundred marines and forced them back. In the south.
battalion 6 (brigade 238), a main force of the enemy was
fully supported hy fires like tanks, armor 113, toxicant, fire
truck... launched a continuous and strong counter-attack.
They nearly reached the eitadel walls foot, and many times
kept tighting tor several hours to vie piece of the citadel
walls.
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chimg kién da thét len: "Pén mot vién gach ciing khéng con
nguyénven'.

Qua hang chuc ngay chét giit & day, cic chién si Thanh
c6 da phai ching kién cdc loai bom dan khdc nhau: Bom
dao, bom phat, bom bi, phdo khoan, phdo chup... Dac biét,
ching ding Thanh ¢6 1am noi thir nghiém bom dui: Khi tha
xudng hmg chirng, mot qua bom me né thanh 2 qua bom
con, chiing ciing tir tir roi xudng. Tréng thay hin hoi nhimg
khong cdch gi phd dugc. Cling véi tiéng nd, manh bom day
dac 1a nhitng chat doc hoa hoc duge dich rai mu troi Thanh
c6. Deo mit na phong doc thi€u khéng khi lai lam md kinh,
mat nhin khong thdy, nhung khéng deo thi khé vat 1on véi
hoi cay, ho sic sya.

Vay ma cdc chién si giai phéng quan da bam try, chién
d4u hang thing troi dé bao vé timg tac dat thiéng liéng ctia
Thanh ¢ vira dugc giai phéng. Béo vé khong chi truc chién
ngay tai khu vuc Thanh c6 mi phai giif vitng cac tuyén, cac
chot & phia dong, nam va tdy nam thi xa QuangTri. Trong
mot ngay, cic chié€n s1da phai ddnh dich phan kich tir S dén 7
lan, c6 khi 13 )an.

Cudc chién ddu & day da dién ra nhur mot huyén thoai va
cach danh ciing vuot ra khoi nhitng quy ude thong thudng:
Sting c6i 60mm dugc cdc chién si ta kep ndich ma bin va ban
“lién thanh" mdy chuc qua mot 1an, luu dan phai dé xi'khéi
trén tay mdi ném, phai treo 1én tudng cao ma ném xudng
hoic bd s4t miéng ham clia dich ma liéng vao. O day nguai
bi thuong khong vé tuyén sau: Phan Vin Ba ndt mot ban tay
van xin & lai, Hin Duy Long dung trung lién kep ndch truy
kich diét 58 tén, 3 14n bi thuong vin giit viing tran dia.
Khong ké, b binh hay cong binh théng tin, quén y... déu
cam sing dédnh tra dich. Nhing ngay ddu thing 9, M§ - nguy
cang cay cu, liéu Iinh tién vao Thanh cé & géc doéng bic, chi
trong mot dém chién dau muu tri, tdo bao, Tiéu doan 2
(Trung doan 48) va Tiéu doan 5 (Trung doan 95) da diét gon
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The most severe face to face fighting between the
soldiers of the citadel and marines took place on 15 of
September. The enemy under supporting fire, went forward
to position two gates of the citadel and about to reach a
prison inside but then they were driven back by the
liberation fire. The enemy strengthened heavy cannons and
it was dominating the fire of liberation army, however the
liberation troops had never left the strongholds and had
determined to fight to the end.

A STORY OF FLAG RAISE ON THE CITADFEI.

Not able to reoccupy Quang Tri town, Sai Gon
Administration invented a "flag raise" play on the citadel to
film and take pictures to send to Paris negotiation
conference with a plot of dissemination of groundless
information.

In the middle of July, president Nguyen Van Thieu and

General Cao Van Vien flew to Da Nang and ordered Ngo
Quang Truong: "To raise a flag on the citadel at all cost
before 18 or 27 of July" (two days arranged for the meeting
in Paris of both sides).
To stimulate his troops, Nguyen Van Thieu offered a prize of
five hundred thousand dong together with a promising
promotion, giving a medal for whoever raised a flag on the
citadel. For this purpose, on the 16 of July, two strongest
divisions of South Vietnamese army were deployed in
different directions and launched an assaultin Quang Tri.

From our side, knowing the enemy plot, the general
military commission gave out an instruction: "All comrades
must keep the citadel at all cost". The commanding
headquarter of the campaign determined "not allow any
single enemy troop to enter the citadel".
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200 tén linh thuy danh bd, budc ching phai lui ra phia
sau cing c¢6. O phia nam, Ti€u doan 6 (Li doin 258),
miii chu luc cla dich duge su chi vién 8 at cha du loal
hoéa lyc: Xe tang M113, xe phun hra, chit doc... 3ot kich
rit manh, lién tyc. Nhiéu ldn chiing vio sit chan thanh,
ddnh v6i quan ta hang gio lién dé gianh giat timg doan
bothanh,

Dac biét, ngay 15-9 1a ngay can chién cuc ky cang thang
clla toan bo cdc chién si gitt Thanh cd véi linh thuy quan luc
chién nguy. Quan dich duge chi vién t6i da 6 at x6ng 1én dot
phé 2 cOng thanh, tién sit vio nha lao nhung khéng tru ndi
v6i hoa e cua ta. Dich lai x4 phi phdo manh, 1am cho siic
phan kich ctia quén ta gidm dan song moi nguoi van khong
r0i tran dia, Kién quyét chdng tra vai dich. Dén khi ¢6 1énh
cla cAp trén mdi chiu nit lui.

CHUYEN CAM CO LEN TOA THANH CO

Truéc tinh hinh khéng chiém ndi thi xa Quang Tri,
chinh quyén Sai Gon bay trd "cam cd" 1én tda Thanh c6 dé
quay phim, chup anh giri sang H6i dam & Pari hong tung tin
that thiét.

Trung tuin thang 7, dich than Tang théng Thiéu va Dai
tudng Cao Van Vién bay ra ba Nang 1énh cho Ngo Quang
Trudng: "Bdng moi gid phdi cam co'lén Thanh cd trude ngdy
18 hode 27-7" (hai ngay cdc bén gap nhau tai Pari d€ hoi
dam).

Dé kich thich quan si, Nguyén Van Thiéu treo gidi
thudng 500 nghin déng va thing chitc, gan boi tinh cho tap
thé, chién hitu n2o cam dugce c& 1én Thanh ¢6. Ngay 16-7,
hai su doan tinh nhué nhat cia quan nguy chia lam nhiéu
miii tAn cong vao thi xa Quang Tri chi cho mot muc dich duy
nhat: cim co 1én Thanh cd. V& phia ta, biét truée dugc am
muu x3o quyét cua dich, Quan uy Trung uong truc tiép
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The fighting at different strongholds in town was
getting more severe. The South Vietnamese army had patd a
high price in the bloody gamble just to get one picture to
send to Paris. There recorded several desperate times when
the parachute troops tricd to raise a flag: on July 25, 1972,
obey arequirement of parachute brigade 2, after twenty four
rounds of cannons and bomb raids in the south-east corner
of the citadel, under lots of grey white smokes in the air
covered our position, a group of troops headed by a few men
holding a stick and a three stripes flag crept to the citadel
foot. At asecond, one, two B.40 shells from the corners were
shot and the whole group was killed. Second and third group
had to suffer from same fate. After this fighting, a
"battlefield seasoned” parachute division was exhausted
and back to the rear.

On that day, Sai Gon broadcasting repeated a
commentary: "the red beret parachute troops had overrun
Quang Tri citadel. They were preparing to celebrate a flag
raise ceremony tomorrow right in the citadel”. In a contrary,
AFP agency gave news: " In the attempt to reoccupy Quang
Tri citadel, parachute troops were defeated badly in bloody
fighting days. About one hundred and fifty died each day".

Failure in the plot of flag raise, the enemy invented
another play, without touching the citadel they created a fire
net around the town by B.52 bomb and cannons to mislead
our intention. Meantime, they sent few parachutes and
rangers to the citadel in secret to fulfill a plot of flag raise on
the citadel. However, the plan was broken thanks to the high
alert and exact judgment on the situation of the liberation
army.

After many desperate tries, the enemy had invented
another ruse on having flag raise on a fake citadel to film
and take pictures. Carrying out the ruse, American
advisors and high-ranking officers of South Vietnamese
army had selected a collapsed wall of Tram Ly communal
house to stick a flag(three km from Quang Tri town to the
east). Knowing their trick, the commanding headquarters
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chi thi: "Cdc déng chi phdi giit duoc thanh Qudng Tri bdng
bdt cur gid nao”. B Tu lénh chién dich quyét: "khong dugce
dé mot tén dich nao lot vao thanh™.

Cudc chién dién ra & cdc chdt vao thi x3 ngay cang dc
liét. DAn ngan 1an biét sy nguy hiém nhung quan nguy van
lao vao canh bac dam mau, du chi tao ra mot giay dé chup
anh gdi sang Pari. Va day 12 mét trong nhiing 1an liéu mang
x6ng 1&n cim cd cha bon Iinh dt h4u 4n: Ngay 25-7-1972,
theo yéu cau ctia Lit dit 2, sau 24 dot phdo ban don dap, may
bay thay nhau rai bom lién tuc & géc déong nam Thanh cd va
ti€p d6 trén bau trdi bung ra nhimg dun khoéi trang duc tram
1én trén tran dia cua ta. Dang vao lic nay, mot todn dich luon
lach tGi gan chan thanh, may dia di dau cdm mét cay sao cé
co 3 soc. Lap titic mot phét réi hai phat B40 tir géc thanh phut
ra, ca top dich bi tiéu diét. Tiép theo todn thit 2 roi todn thit 3
tién 1én ciing bi nga guc. Sau tran nay Sudi ndi tiéng 12 “day
dan chién tran nhat" da kiét sirc rit lui vé tuyén sau. Ay thé
ma hom dé, Dai phat thanh Sai gon phat di phat lai bai tuwong
thuat: "Quan du doi mii do da danh tran vao chiém thanh
Quang Tri. Ho dang chudn bi dé ngay mai 1am 1€ long trong
kéo cd trong Thanh c¢6 nay". Nhumg ciing hom dé hing AFP
dua tin: "Trong cudc tdi chiém Quang Tri, quan du da bi
ddnh quy trong nhiing ngay chién ddu dAm mau. Tai day ho
chét moingay 150 ngusi™.

Dung vii luc manh dé cAm dugc cd khong 4n thua, dich
bay ra trd khic: Ven thi x4, chdng cho B52, phdo biy lién tuc
dung buc tudng ltra. Nhung bén trong ndi thi thi yén lang
nham dénh lac huéng quan ta, dé cho mot s6 quan db va biét
kich ludn lach rinh rap cdm c&. Va cuéi cing y d6 cam cd
ctia dich d3 tan thanh may khéi boi su canh gidc cao d6, nhan
dinh ding tinh hinh ctia cic chi€n si giai phdng quan.

Sau nhitng 14n liéu mang khong thanh, dich nghi ra
mot k& "Cim ¢ 1én Thanh c¢é gia' dé chup anh, quay
phim. Thuc hién man kich nay, bon ¢ vdn M¥ va chi huy
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ordered the artillery units to follow up closely and be ready
to deal riposte at them.

In the moming of July 26, when two helicopters
carrying American advisors, commanding officers of
parachute division and reporters landed in Van Van village
to witness a scene of flag raise conducted by parachute
troops of battalion 5, the artillery of liberation army from all
sides was shot fiercely at the site. All advisors, commander,
reporters ran more dead than alive. A plot of flag raise on the
citadel to delude public opinion and hide its failure was

terminated.
%ok ck

FEAT OF ARMS AND LOSSES DURING 81
PROTECTIVE FIGHTING DAYS
IN QUANG TRI CITADEL

The 81 protective fighting days in Quang Tri citadel
was finished. This was the longest and most savage
alternative fighting. Every inch of soil here buried hundreds
of the enemy troops and it was also absorbed lots of blood of
our soldiers and people. This was the most glorious and
eminent fighting which proved a truth: modern and well-
equipped enemy was defeated by strong-minded people to
fight for independence and freedom of the country. The
army with fifty thousand troops abundant in bornb and shell
strength was defeated in counter-attack: twenty six
thousand died at the citadel foots, three hundred and forty
nine armors (two hundred tanks) and two hundred thirty
artilleries were destroyed, two hundred and five planes of all
kinds were shot down. Wall Street magazine admired: "How
well a combination of discipline, ideal, and death disregard
spirit so that communist soldiers march boldly under B.52
fire. No analyst in America could give a full explanation”.

Quang Tri citadel and its town was rewarded a hero
of armmed forces by the Government. To write such a
gloricus feat, thousand of our soldiers and people of the
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nguy da chon bic wong do bom dinh do ndt ¢ dinh lang
Tram Ly {cich thi xa Quang Tri 3 km v¢ phia dong) lim noi
"camcd’.

Niam duoc ¥ do cua dich, Bo T 1énh chién dich ra 1énh

cho cdc don vi phio o do theo dai. sin sing gidng tra dich
dang.

Bi thiong van khong vol tran dia.
Although being injured not leaving the section.
Anh: Poan Cong Tinh

Sing nghy 26-7, khi 2 chiéc miiy bay truc thing ché bon
¢O van My, Chi huy su doan du vii bon phong vién do xuang
o lang Van Vin dé sang Tram Ly “ching kién" canh linh
tieu doan 5 dix treo 1én “tudme thanh do ndt” gitra bén bé mu
mit khéi cuu xing Crép vix luu dan khai, cam nhimg 18 ¢ soc
dua d¢ ¢ho cde phéng vién quay phim, chup dnh thi bit ngiy
phdo cia ta tr cac cum ban don dap viio muc tiéu lam cho
hon ¢6 viin My va chi huy nguy, phong vién thao chay bin
song, ban chet. Cang tr dé cham dit cdi tro ddnh 1a du luan
v che gidu thit bai cua minh bang cdch "cam ¢&” 1én Thanh
cacua My - nguy.



country in general and Quang Tri in particularly had
sacrificed,

Héi tha dén trén sang Thach Hdn vao ngax 277 hang ndm.
fwhuww lanterns fe -.rn al in Thach Hun river on 27 of July

yearty. Anh: V6 Minh Hoan

The bright green grass of the citadel is viv ified by lives
of the soldiers "Every square of land was paid by a meter of
blood"”, Long Hung roundabout, prul-_umn stronghold in
the east-south of he itade] were called "bomb roundabout”,

“fire roundabout”. However, many armed force units
insisted on staying to drive buck the enemy, Twenty soldiers
protected stronghold at railway bridge roundabout bravely
died. Thach Han river landing, a place soldiers and
malerials supplies had also suffered fron enemy fires. Tens
years later, a veteran made a visit to former baule filed,
hurnmg incense to las comrades, he choked inemoltion:

"DewnThach Han river, please lighten a paddle
My friend might lay there in its botton
Yes.many vouth deaths turned into waves
Toconsole peaceful river banks forever”

Tens years go by, on public media. the message looking
for those soldiers who died in Quang Tri citadel in 1972 is
still echeoed. Yes. thousands of soldiers of the country had
liid down here forever.
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CHIEN CONG VA TON THAT QUA 81
NGAY DPEM BAO VE THANH CO QUANG TRI

Cuoc chién dau 81 ngay dém bio vé Thinh ¢6 Quing
Tri da két thiace. Pay li cude chién dau gianh di giat lai dai
ngay nhit, gay go dc hiét nhat, Méi tac dat o diy da vin xic
hang wram tén dich va cling tham nhiéu mdu cia chién si vi
déng bao ta, Dy la trdn ¢chién diu hao hung oanh liét nhit
lam sang ngdi mot chan 1y: Keé xam luoc ¢6 sie manh, v khi
toi thn da chiu thua nhimg con ngudi ¢o v chi thép gang vi
doc lap tu do coa To quac.

Nu cuen thach
thite bom da.

The sniile against
hombs & bullets
Anh:

DPoan Cong Tinh

Maét dén quan dong trén 5
van tén, co thira thi suc
manh bom dun di b1 danh
bai trong chién dich phan
kich: 26.000 tén bi xou
50, trong do 10,000 tén
da sac linh da phoi
xdc dudi chan Thanh co. 349 xe (co 200 xe tang) vi 230
kbau phdo bi phd huy, 205 mady bay cdc loai bi bin rai.
Trude that bai cua My, tiv bio pho U-on kéu 1én: "K'V ludt,
IV tiwdng va tinh than coi thiime cai chér da két hop vei
nhau nhie thé nao ma khién cdae chien st Viét cong van
xang lén dien mea bom B32. Khong ¢o mor nha phdn
tich ndo o My di dén mor gidi thich day du”. Thanh c6
cung vai thi xa Quang Tri dd duoc Nhi nudce ta tuyén
duong Anh hung luc lugng vo trang nhin dan. Lip nén

39



RESTORATION, REHABILITATION
OF QUANG TRI CITADEL

With a value and dimension of the armed feat
experienced by sacrifices of thousands soldiers and people
of the country and heroic Quang Tri, and in a purpose to
restore an ancient architectural construction work, Ministry
of Culture and Information has ranked Quang Tri citadel
and relating places like Bo De school, Long Hung
roundabout, Tri Buu church... among national relics
according to the decision 235/VH-QD on December 12,
1986.

In 1994, Quang Tri citadel has again ranked among
extremely important national relics. Quang Tri citadel relic
belongs to a group of the relics in the east- south of Quang
Tri province. A memorial house of the late Genecral
Secretary Le Duan - to the north. Ai Tu palace under Nguyen
Hoang Lord and Ai Tu former airfield is 5 km to the north-
west, La Vang cathedral is 5 km to the south-west... not
mention yet other places which had bore a trace of 81
fighting days like railway bridge roundabout, strongholds at
Long Quang, Long Hung, Bo De school...

Besides the value and dimension of the citadel itself,
the relic has an advantage in its location right in the center of
a vivified and developed town. Quang Tri citadel relic has
driven attention from the whole country and the
rehabilitation of the citadel has been carried out quickly.

Because it had endured a huge volume of bomb and
shell in the war, after the liberation, the citadel has remained
nothing but some walls, some cells, front gate, and rear gate.
The citadel was mostly leveled. In February of 1992,
Ministry of Culture and Information had invested in
building some components like memorial temple,
restoration of front gate, moat revetment, planting
thousands of coconut trees inside the citadel...

In 1997, on the 25 year anniversary of Quang Tri
liberation, a show room with lots of addition exhibits and
valuable materials were inaugurated in the citadel.
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nhimg chién cong vang doi do, noi day da thAm dam mdu
ctiia hang ngan chién s1, ddng bao ctia Quang Tri va ca nudc.

C6 ai biét rang dudi 16p c¢é non Thanh c¢é 12 noi bao
chién si da nga xudng. Nga ba Long Hung - chét bao v¢
Thanh cé & phia dong nam, duoc xem 1a "ngd ba bom", "ngd
ha hita”. Vay ma hét don vi nay dén don vi khdc da bdm tru
dén cung. Hay 20 diing s74n ngit & Nga ba cau Ga thi da c6
19 ngudi hy sinh. Bén séong Thach Han, noi xudt quan qua
ti€p vién cling bi bom dan ké dich tan pha, cudp di sinh mang
clia biét bao chién si, dé hém nay ¢6 ngudi cuu chién binh vé
tham, thip huong cho déng doi, nghen ngao:

"Do lén Thach Hdn oi... chéo nhe
Pay song con dé ban t61 ndm
C6 tudi hai muoi thanh song nuée
Vé yén bo, mdi mdi ngan nam...”

(Lé Bd Duong)

M4y muoi nam tréi qua, trén cic phuong tién thong tin
dai ching van vang mai nhitng 101 nhan gii "Chién si:... hy
sinh tai chién truong Quang Tri ndm 1972. Ai biét phan mo
dddu, xin bdo vé...” . Ké sao xiét sy dau thuong mat mat & noi
day, noi yén nghi doi doi ctia hang nghin Anh hiing liét s tir
khiap moi mién dat nudc.

CONG CUOC TRUNG TU, TON TAO
DI TICH THANH CO QUANG TRI

Véi gia tri va tAim véc chién cong da duge dic két bang
xuong mau ctia hang van chién si, dong bao ca nudc va
Quang Tri anh hiing, ciing nhu dé bao tén mot cong trinh
kién triic c8, Thanh cd Quang Tri duoc B6 Van hoa - Thong
tin x&p hang di tich Quéc gia theo Quyét dinh s6 235/VH-
QD ngay 12-12-1986 cung véi cic di tich lién quan nhu:
Truong Bé Pé, Nga ba Long Hung, nha tho Tri Buu... Nam
1994, Thanh cé Quang Tri lai dugc x&p vao danh muc nhimg
di tich Quéc gia dac biétquan trong.

41



To deserve its scale and historical value of Quang Tri
citadel, from February 1992, this relic was restored by the
Ministry of Culture and Information up to the recollection
park which includes the following items:

- Central Memorial; rcstore the front gate; cover all
moat revetments with cementation of all moat revetments,
pathways, grow trees to create shadow.

- Exihibition area in the south - west corner, which
was built and put into use from 2002. The visitors can see
hundreds of objects, documentary pictures recalling
glorious duration of 81 historical days and nights.

- In coming time, the Government will continuc its
investment to restore, reconstruct and fulfill uncompleted
following items:

- The imprinted area of 81 fighting days and nights in
the south-east corner, restoring Quang Tri battle field in
1972 with bomb craters, trenches, shelters, strongholds, etc.
Install 81 natural rocks toemblem 81 heroic fighting days
and nights of our people and army.

- Restore the original part of the citadel in the north-
east corner, reproduce architectural items with a small scale.

- Cultural park area in the north-west corner,
comprising of pathways, benches, sport ground and
recreation facilities. ‘

On the route from north to south (highway 1), via
Quang Tri town, turn the north about 02 km; you will see a
“fire beaten” citadel of the past. You are highly appreciated
to bum an incense to memorize martyrs who died on sacred
land of Quang Tri. You will be recollected in severe but
glortous old scenes of Quang Tri battlefield in 1972 and to
sce a strong rcvivification of a land notorious with bombs
and shells of the enemy. Quang Tri citadel, a traditional
destination of generations and respect of friends on over the
world, 15 longing {or you.

42



Di tich Thanh ¢o lai nam & vi tri trung tam ctia toan cum
di tich & phia nam cta tinh Quang Tri: Nha luu niem Téng
Bi thu Le¢ Dua’in chi cdch 3km vé phia bac, dinh Ai Tt thon
Chia Nguyen Hoang, san bay can ot Ai Tu thdi M¥ - nguy
cich Skm vé tay bac, Nhithdy La Vang ciich hon Skm vé phia
tay nam... DA 1 chua ké dén cac dia diém in dam dau an tran
danh § | ngay dém (Nei ba ciu Ga, chdt Long Quang, Long
Hung, Truomg Bo e déu rdt ain Thinhco

i : g

gy

Tuol tre Vit - Lo hanh hicong vé Thanh co Quang Tr
Vier - Laeo youths are on pilgrimage to Quang Tri Ancient
Citadel. Anh: Phuong Hoan

Vi viy, bén canb tam voc, gia tri caa nad, sur loi the cia
mot di tich trung tam ¢6 vi tri toa lac trong [ong mot thi Xd
(Lm;__ hai sinh ph ittr :en ditich Thanh ¢ da vi ddn\" {hrm cil
nudc hudng ve, ¢ic cilp quan lam. vige 1on tao trién khai
nhanh lene. quy mao,

Do plhu vinh chiu mot khéi huong bom dan khong 1o
trong chién tranh nén tir sau ngay dat nude duoe g gidi phnn
Thinh ¢a Quang Tri chi con diu vét cia mot s6 dm:. thanh,
lap xd, cong tén, hau. Cic cong trinh kién ¢ bi san bang,
ngan ngang gach vun. Thang 2-1992, B6 Vin héu -Thong
tn ddu o tun o cde hang muc: Dai wong niém, tring
cong tién, ke hao thanh, trimng hang nghin cay dira L|ue.nh
thi mh (bénlrong)...
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Pé xing ddng véi tim véc, gid tri lich str clia Thanh ¢
Quéang Tri, tir thdng 2-1992, di tich nay di dugc Bo Van héa -
Thong tin ddu tu ton tao dé noi day trd thianh mot cong vién
van hoa tuong niém, bao gém cdc hang muc sau:

- Dai tudng niém trung tam; triang tu cong tién; ke lai
toan bo hé thong hao thanh, dudng di; cay bong mdt, cdy tao
canh quan.

- Khu nha Bao tang dit tai géc tay nam, duge xay dung
va dua vao su dung tr nam 2002. Tai day, du khich duoc
xcm hang tram hién vit, anh tu liéu, goi nhé lai mot thot bi
huing cta cude chién ddu 81 ngay dém lich sir.

Trong nhimg nam t&i, Nha nudc sé tiép tuc dau tu dé day
manh cong cudc tring tu, tdi thiét cling nhu hoan thién cac
hang muc dang con dang d&, dd 1a:

- Khu ghi ddu an vé cuoc chign ddu 81 ngay dém & géc
dong nam, tai tao lai chién truong Quang Tri nam 1972 véi
hé bom, him, hao, cong su..Dat 81 khoi da tu nhién tac van
bia mo ta cudc chién dau phi thuong qua 81 ngay dém cua
quan vadanta,

- Khu phuc dung Thanh c6 nguyén sinh ¢ phia dong bac,
phuc chélai mot s6 cong trinh kién tric ¢ véi ty 1€ nhod hon.

Khu cong vién van hod & phia tay bic gém hé thong
dudng di, ghé da, san thé thao, cac thiét bi vui choi. .

Trén dudng thién Iy Bic - Nam (Quéc 16 1A), ngang qua
thi xa Quang Tri, ré vé phia bic 2km 1a dén Thanh c6 mot
thai "lira - thép”. Mai cc ban hiy dén thap nén huong dé
tudng nhd dén cic Anh hiing liét s1dd nga xudng tré1 manh
dat thiéng lieng Quang Tri. Ban s&€ dim minh trong mot
khong gian goi nhé dén chién trudng Quang Tri nam 1972
day khdc liét va hao hiing, thiy duge su héi sinh, vuon minh
cua mot viing dit mot thdi day mua bom, bao dan. Thinh ¢
Quang Tri, diém hen truyén théng cia moi the hé v niém
kinh phuc cia be ban thé€ gidi dang chg don céc ban.
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