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Dé minh hoa cho mét muc kia, nhiéu
bdo da diung mot biic tranh vé canh trudc
cho Bén Thanh. Thdt ra thi tranh dé chi
vé lai moét biic anh xua, va néu téi nhé
ky thi do la dnh chup ndam 1925. Sdu
muoi hai ndm da qua roi. Di dnh con dé,
nhung cdi Saigon cua ndm 1925 thi da
bi x0a mdt roi. Biét ré cdi Saigon 1925
dé, phdi la mot ngudi may man soéng lau
lén ldo lang. S6 ngudi l1én dugc ldo lang
khong phdi la it nhung da so con bi ket
lai 6 nudc nha. Thiéu sé da may mdn
di ra nudc ngoai dudc thi khong cé viét
lach.

Binh Nguyén Loc
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Ké viét bai ndy thay minh c6 bon
phan ké chuyén doi xua vi dugc
hai cdi may la lén lao lang va co viét lach,
tic 1a nhan chiing bang long cung khai
nhiing gi minh biét.

Chuyén doi xua ma it xua nhu thé,
c6 dang ké hay chang, va hién c6 ai budn
nghe hay chang? Chac cling c6 mot s6
ngudi muon nghe chd sao lai khong,
nhtt 1a btic tranh ma bdo cu ding di
ddng lai mai, da ggi t0 mo rat nhiéu
nguoi, vi hai loai xe c6 vé ky khai, da cé
mdt trong tranh. Loai xe thd nhit, do
nguoi kéo, khong la bao nhiéu. b6 1a “Xe
Kéo”, ma nhiing cu gbc ngudi Bac, di cu
vao Nam nam 1954, da thay ro6i & Ha noi
trudc 1945. Nhung cac ban tré goc Ha
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noi, géc Saigon thi chang hé thiy thu xe
d6. Loai xe thi nhij, thi chic chang thdy
bao gio. Do 1a loai xe ngya ma thuing xe
vuong viic giong loai thung ctia 6-t6 kiéu
Limousine nam 1930.

Saigon da ddt ca dao cho loai xe ay,
va no rat “ndi danh tai sac mot thoi” ché
khong phai lo mo dau.

Hom nay, nhan dugc may to bdo,

nhin lai btic anh xua 62 nam, t6i lién lay
gidy ra dé€ viét lai cau chuyén doi xua 62
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nam dd, no ciing 1a mot thi “Vang Bong
Mot Thai” phan nao.

Cu Vuong Hong Sén c6 viét va cho
xudt ban quyén “Saigon Nam Xua” Cai
ndm xua cua cu Vuong la khd xua, cu
ta cai Saigon thoi tién Gia Long lan kia.
Nhung nhiing cdi Saigon vé sau, khong
thay duogc ai viét ra. Nay xin viét vé Sai-
gon ndm 1925, tuy khong xua dang ké,
nhung ciing 1a mét thd chuyén doi xua
it nguoi biét, vi so v6i ndm nay 1987, thi
chuyén ciing da ctt 62 ndm roi, cdc cu
mai luc tuan dau cé biét dugec.

Phap dat nén hanh chanh cta ho
tai Saigon vao nam 1861. Bén ndm 1925
thi 56 ndm da qua. Trong gia nua thé ky,
ho da lam dugc céi gi, va da x6a bd cdi gi
ctia Saigon truGc 1861°¢
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A. VITRI

Vao nam 1925 thi vé mat Nam Bac,
Sai Gon chi lén gan t6i cau Truong Minh
Gidng roi thoi, nhung con dudng Truong
Minh Giang ciing chua dugc dap dai nhu
ngay nay, bdi duong Nguyén Thong chua
cd, vung dé khong c6 ngudi 6 thi dudng
Truong Minh Giang bo t6i do dé€ lam gi?
Vé mit Bic thi nhu thé. O mat Nam, khu
Khanh H¢i da c6 r6i, nhung chinho bang
ban tay. O sit by song Bén Nghé, cac kho
hang da cé du, truéc mdt cac kho hang
12 mot con dudng dua thang xudng Pha
Xuan, Nha Bé. Bén kia con dudng 1a cac
kho hang, con bén nay la nhiing day nha
khong lam thuong mai dau. D6 1a nha
6. Do chling nam bay quan rugu Tay véi
nam ba chuc c6 chiéu dai vién nha qué
va bu phan, ho sdng vé nghé chiéu dai
cac linh thuy ngoai qudc, chiéu dai ruou,
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chinh thtc la nhu vay, nhung cling chiéu
dai vé mat khac ntia.

Phia dudi cac kho hang la mét lang
tén la lang An Tho. Noi d6 ngudi Phap
ma vai quan rugu sang trong, khong tiép
linh thtty ma tiép cac ngudi Tay giau c6 &
thanh pho. Chiéu chiéu ho xu6ng do dé
gidi khat va hong gié mat b song. Cai
quan rugu danh ti€éng hon hét la quan
Mimi Pinson, tén cua moét c6 gai, nhan
vat chanh trong mot ti€u thuyét Phap,
tiéu thuyét Mimi Pinson.

An Tho, Phap goi la Le An Tho, viét
tat 1a ’Antho, va bi Phap doc thanh Lan-
To. Chiéu chiéu ngudi minh cling dap xe
dap di hong mat & Lan-T6, nhung khong
cd udng rugu vi thud dé dan ta chua ng-
hién ruogu Tay.

Sau day nha chiéu dai linh thay la
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chg Khanh Hoi, cling da c6 roi, nhung
khong thinh nhu vé sau, bdi dan cu vung
dé con qua it. Thé roi hét. Phia trong cua
khu dé, tic phia Tay, chi c¢6 nha 14 cta
dan ngheo ma thoi, véi lai mot xudng ky
nghé ctia Tay 1a xuéng C.A.R.I.C chuyén
déng tau may loai bo tui, con hoat dong
cho dén ngay nay, nhung nay thi né nam
trong tay nha nuéc cong san, ché khong
la cta tu nhon Phap nhu xua.

Cau Tan Thuan dua xudng Phu
Xudn, Nha Be chua c6 vi cdi 1€ gian di
la con kinh ti Chg Lén chady ra do, con
kinh chdy song song v6i Rach Ong Lanh,
chua dugc dao. Kinh do, Phap dao sau
1925, va dat tén la Canal de Dédouble-
ment, dugc dich ra la Kinh Doi, tic di
doi v6i Rach Ong Lanh. Thé nghia la
tlit Saigon xuéng Nha Bé, di thang chang
cd qua sdng, qua suoi gi hét ma phai can
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chiéc cau Tan Thuan. Cau nay chi dugc
xay sau khi dao xong Kinh Doi, khong
nhd ti nam nao (Kinh Do6i duge dao dé
chuyén hang ngoai quéc bang thuyén
nhod vao cac kho & Chg Lén, chuyén tu
tau budn qudc té. Con Rach Ong Lanh
héa thanh qua can hep khi nén kinh té
mién Nam phon thinh 1én, hang hod vao
qua nhiéu).

Con dudng chay ti Saigon xuong
Phu Xuan, Nha B¢, thi tai dau dudng,
phia Saigon, 1a mot chiéc cau sat, bat
ngang rach Ong Lanh. C4u ndy mang
tén la cau Quay, vi mdi ngay phai quay
né moét lan dé€ thuong thuyén vung
bong Nai vao dugc t6i Chg Lén. D9 la
cdy cau dau tién cta thanh pho Saigon,
cac nhom chuyén vién xay cau con vung
vé, quén mat dam thuong thuyén nay,
nén xay cau thap, héa ra thuong thuyén
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Dong Nai xudng, phai dau lai 16i trude
qudan Ngan Dinh ngay nay. Cau gom
hai phin, mdi phan ndm & mdt bo rach.
bung mudi hai gio trua thi ca hai phan
dau cau dugc may dién xoay cho no xép
vao mot bd rach. Vay la ctia rach dugc
ma& 16n ra. (Nhiing chiéc ciu sau do, nhu
Cau Méng, Cau Ong Lanh, déu dugc xay
that cao). Khi 6ng Diém 1én nam chanh
quyén thi cau dé qué ci, phai xay lai,
nhung cac ky su ta lai cang quén nhiéu
hon ky su Phap, 1a ho xay cau bé-tong,
khong con quay dugc niia, hoa ra hang
hoa ving Dong Nai, phai dugc dua tdi
Saigon bang xe cam nhong, tién chuyén
chd ndng, tao ra tang gia hang.

Thud do6 dan Saigon con sang tac ca-
dao, ttic con gidong nhu ngudi xua phan
nao. Va chiéc cau quay nay ciing da ggi
hiing cho cac nha tho nac danh do:
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Chting nao cau qudy no thoi quay.

Thi qua vdi bau mdi dut ddy cuong
thuong.

b6 1a mot 16i thé, ngay tho mot cach
cam dong, ct tudng chiéc cau quay bang
sat ay sé tho muon nam nén mdéi chi no6
ma thé th6t. Ching dé né chi tho dugc
t6i thoi 6ng Diém ma thoi.

(Ca dao sang tdc cho Saigon ciing
kha bon, nhung chua thay ai ghi chép
hét. Trong bai nay, toi sé cé dip chép lai
mot md, goi la bao ton di tich cta Sai-
gon xua in it).

Bén kia rach Ong Lanh la déng
khong mong quanh, chi thinh thodng vai
nha ngdi moc lén day do, con thi la dat
trong hodc nha la. Nhung ma Bén Van
DPon thi da dugc dap rdi, chay song song
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v6i Bén Chuong Duong & bén nay (Toi
ty hoi tai sao nhan vién cta ché do Ngd
Dinh Diém lai ddt tén nhiing con dudng
bd song (Quai) la Bén. Bén, chi dai toi
da vai tram thudc théi chd, dang nay
hai bén do6 lai dai t&i mudi cay s6. Xua
déan Saigon chi goi néd la “dudng bo song”
thoi. Néu “dudng bo song” qua dai, nghe
khong hay, thi tuéng nén tim hodc sang
tac mot danh tu khac cho 6n hon).

Vung vang ma dap dudng bd song
Véan DPon, vi viung 4y tuy vang, nhung
dang budc vao tinh trang phat trién. Tuy
hang thuoc la Bastos chua ¢, cu xa Vinh
Hoi chua c6, hang ché tao vat dung bang
cao su chua co, nhung bén trong, Chg
Xom Chiéu da dong binh dan lam ngheé
dét chiéu cd6i, nha thd Xo6m Chiéu da
dugc xay cat roi.
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Bay gio, xin trd lai mat Bac, ma khi
nay chi dugc noi dén so thoi.

Cho Truong Minh Gidng

Duong Truong Minh Gidng chi mdéi
bo lén khoi nha thd Ba Chudng ngay nay
vai tram thudc roi bién thanh ngé cut.
Nha thd Ba Chuong chua cé, va vung dé
cling la vung hoang dia, nhu qua khoi
cdi noi ma nay la nha thé Ba Chudng thi
ngudi Anh thiét 1ap nghia trang cta ho,
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nén do6 thanh phai c6 dua dudng t6i do
dé phuc vu cdi nghia trang dé ma thoi.
Con dudng nay mai dén ndm 1941 mdi
dugc bat dau néi dai ra cho dén con rach,
va chiéc cau Truong Minh Gidng mdi
bat dau dugc xay, ma dan ching goi la
cau M&i. Sang song roi thi x6m nha noi
dé dugc goi la Xdm Cau Mdi, y hét nhu
tén ctia Xo0m C4u Méi 6 Bac Viét ma nha
van Nhét Linh da no6i dén trong mot ti€u
thuyét kia.

Khi cau xay cat xong, toi lén do dé
hong mat, va thay noi dé la moét lang rat
qué mua, di nhién la dau c6 chg Truong
Minh Gidng. Nu6c may ciing chua dugc
cho qua bén 4y bang 6ng nudc dit dudi
da cau.

Nhung & phia tay trdi cta dudng
Truong Minh Giang thi dudng Lé Van
Duyét da 1én t6i khoi con rach rdi . Con
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rach ndy chi la phan bén trong ctia rach
Cau Bong, do6 ra song Saigon, thud do,
sach sé va nén tho lam, vi khong c6 dan
¢ hai bén bo rach xa rac xudng do.

Puodng Lé Van Duyét dugc ti€p dai
dén modt vung cing hoang vu khong
kém, 1a dé€ phuc vu cho sG v6 tuyén dién,
dan goi ving d¢ la viing “Day Thép Gio”.
Tin v6 tuyén danh tu Saigon, phai nho
nhiing thap sat cao, dung lén & d6. Con
dudng ndi trén, 1én téi cai noi ma ngay
nay la nga ba Ong Ta thi hét. Dia danh
ngi ba Ong Ta d3 c6 r6i. Nam 1964, c
nguoi ndi dng Ta con song, t6i khong tin.
Néam 1925, tén ctia 6ng da vang danh, thi
han thud d6 6ng da khd cao nién rdi, thi
c6 sao 39 nam sau la nam 1964, ong lai
con du stic dé ma lam thay thuoc va lam
nha su? Co 1€ dé tu cua 6ng da thtia ké
tén 0ng chang?
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Con phé Ong Ta dua sang Truong
Minh Gidng, t6i trudc cdi noi ma nay
la Nha Tho Ba Chuong, chi la mét con
dudng mon nhd bang ban tay, hai bén
dudng, ngudi ta trong cai, tudi bang
nudc giéng ldy lén bang may can vot; 6ng
Diém 1én r6i thi né mdéi bién ra thanh
mot con phd véi cdi tén 1a On-Nhu-Hau.
Khadm Chi Hoa, ch¢g Hoa Hung gi déu
cling chua co.

Nhung phia tay phai cua dau dudng
Truong Minh Gidng thi lai rat phon
thinh. Con dudng dai nhtt la con dudng
Paul Blanchy (gio la Hai Ba Trung) dua
lén t6i Phd Nhuin. Phu Nhudn xua la
lang, thud do dugc xem la ngoai 6 Sai-
gon, va la noi tap trung ctia dong bao goc
mién Bac, ho 1ap ra & d6 vai dén Thanh
con hoat dong cho t6i nam 1975. Chg
Pha Nhudn mang tén la Cho Xa Tai, va
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con dudng Paul Blanchy chi chay t6i lén
tSi trude binh vién Co Do6c Phuc Lam
An Tuc-Nhut roi thi thoi. Bén tay phai
cta con dudng quan trong do, noi ma
sau 1954 mot cu xa 16n moc lén véi nha
ctia cia Nguyén Manh Con, Pham Duy,
Hoang Anh Tuan, bén d6 hoan toan ho-
ang vu cho t6i thanh pho Gia Dinh mdéi
dong duc tré lai.

Tu Sai Gon, 1én Phu Nhuan, phai
qua mot cay cau, cling bat ngang qua
rach Cau Bong. Cau ay xua mang tén
Cau Kiéu.

Dudi day la hinh anh cta vung Tay
va vung Dong ctia Sai Gon 1925.

Ranh gi6i cuc cung vé hudng tay
la dudng Lé van Duyét, vdi cai tén Tay
la Verdun, bi Viét héa thanh ra Quet-
Doong. Phia trdi cua Quet Doong la
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hoang dia. Xom Ban C¢ la rting nhé va
thua, sao huyét cua trdm cudp, anh chi,
diém dang. Trudng trung hoc Petrus
Truong Vinh Ky la mdt cdi nghia dia l6n
ctia ngudi Tau cua ba bang Phuc-Kién,
Triéu-Chau va Hai-Nam, nghia dia nay
mai cho dén hai nam sau, ndm 1927
m&i bi giai tda dé bat dau xay cat trudng
Truong Vinh Ky, va cong viéc xay cat kéo
dai cho dén nién hoc khoa 1928-1929
van chua xong hén.

Toi con nhé chung t6i da bi dn cudp
danh. Hom dé chung t6i, bon ndi tra, ra
khoi truong hoi ndam gio sang dé vé qué
an tét (dugc nghi dén mot thang) thi bi
an cudp bao vay. Ca trén hai tram luu tru
hoc sinh, méi cdu mdt va ly, mot bi, déu
bi an cudp lay sach tron. Chiang chi c6
dao, va chi dong 16i 15 tén thoi, nhung
chung t6i phai dau hang, vi khong biét
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cach chonglaivéi 15 con dao ay, su chong
trd, that ra thi chang kho khan gi d6i véi
nguoi biét chién dau. Chung t6i danh tré
vao trudng dé€ khoc véi Proviseur nguoi
Phap. Nhung hay qud, 6ng ta chi dung
mot cu dién thoai la 10 phut sau, hang
tram canh sat vién téi noi, d€ vay chat
mdt ving rong 16n, ving O Ma va Ban
C0, va bat dugc tron 6 cudp, khong co
anh hoc sinh nao mat moén gi hét, vi
cudp chua kip chia chién lgi pham. Chi
ké so cau chuyén dé la qui vi biét viing ay
hoang vu t6i muc nao.

Bon néi tra ma khong bi phat ky
ludt, thi chua nhyt dugc phép ra choi téi
tdm gi6 dém mdai phai tré vao trudng.
Nhung dém chua nhuyt nao, chung t6i
di xe dién vao téi nha ga Nancy, 1a dung
dé dgi nhau, dong vai ba muoi cdu méi
dam di bo vo trudng vi sg ma. Nancy la
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con phd nhé dua tit bo rach Ong Lanh
1én téi trudc cua trudng, ché khong phai
la mot dai 16 (Cong Hoa) nhu ngay nay.
Xe dién noi lién Saigon Chg Lén, téi nha
ga Nancy, chi ngling lai 1 phut thoi, cho
hanh khach lua thua & dé 1én xudng. Chi
c6 tdi chua nhut méi dong khach, 1a bon
toi.

Nha ctia cua Saigon, chi di dén cai
ndi ma vé sau la rap Nguyén Vin Hao thi
thoi. Hai bén dai 1o Tran Hung Dao (tén
Phap thud doé 1a dai 10 Galliéni) la dat
tréng khong. O trong xa, xa lim, cé nha
la cia dan nghéo, thap den dau leo 1ét.
Tuy nhién, nha thé Chg Quén da dugc
xay cat ra tu lau, va trudng trung hoc
Phép-Hoa ciling da xdy cat xong, truéng
nay la ranh giéi mdt Nam cua trudng
Truong Vinh Ky. Con phd 16n ngan cach
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hai trudng vao ngay nay, la san da bong
ctia chung toi.

T trudng, anh hoc sinh nao ma mo
dao, di chtia Tam Tong Miéu, phai bang
riing, vi con duong Cao Thang dua t6i
dé la mot con dudng mon dat, di xe dap
trén do cling rat kho khan lam.

Cai chuyén di xe dién vao trudng, la
noéi hoi sém, chuyén ctia hoc khoa 1928-
1929, ché vao nam 1925, thi xe dién
cling chua cd, ma la xe lta, nd xit khoi
day trdi, va xe nay chi chay t6i trudng
Xti Ban Cai (bong Khanh nay) roi thai,
khac véi xe dién cua may nam sau, chay
gan t6i chg Binh Tay.

Vé mat Dong Bac thi thanh pho chi
di t6i bén nay dau cau Bong l1a hét thanh
pho. Tu bén kia cau Bong 1a dong lay mai
cho téi thanh phé Gia Dinh.
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Bén nay dau cau Bong la ngoai 0
Pa-Kao, do dia danh bat Ho bi ngudi
Phép Phap-héa nhu thé do. Do 1a ngoai
0 banh nhit cua Sai Gon thud dy. Bao
nhiéu cong chic trung va cao cap cua ta
déu mua hodc thué nha & d6 véi con pho
chanh la pho Albert ler vé sau la Dinh
Tién Hoang, noi d6 cé dén hai rap chiéu
bong, trong khi ngoai khu Bén Thanh
mdi, chi c6 mdt rap doc nhit ma thoi.
Photo Dakao la tiém chup anh n6i danh
nhut Saigon, dat khach hon hiéu Mo-
rise cia ngudi Nhut & pho Bonard niia
(Bonard la tén Phap ctia dai 16 Lé Lgi).

Chinh vao nam 1925 dé ma b phim
Tarzan dau tién ra dGi, ma dan ta rat mé.
Phim nay la phim bd, chi€u tron mot
tuan 1é méi hét, va rap Casino cho chiéu
lién ti€p bon tuan ciing chua qua thua
khach. Sang tun 1€ thi nam thi ho chiéu
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theo mot 16i rat ddc biét goi la chiéu Ré-
sumé, chiéu lién ti€p 4 tiéng dong ho cho
hét bo, bo thdi su bo tat ca, néu khong
bd nhiéu, phai chiéu 10 ti€éng mdi hét.
Lau lam vé sau, rap Asam mdi chay, nén
chi con mot thoi. Rap Casino ngay nay la
rap hang bét, nhung thué do la rap hang
nhi Sai Gon chi thua Asam thoi.

Mi bakao, dudng Vassoigne, ciing
la mi ngon nhut Sai Gon, banh ich man,
nhun tom thit Dakao cting la banh ich
ndi danh nhiit.

Tuy la banh, nhung that ra cing con
qué. Con phé bo rach cau Bong, bén
trong con dau vét bodng xua véi mot cai
dinh nap dudéi béng mot cay da, dinh
Tan An, ma cho dén nay van con. Trudc
mdt dinh Tan An, va dua lung xudng
rach Cau Bong la mot lang chai ludi, dan
chung goi la Vang Chai (Cé ngudi viét
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la Van, ché that ra no6 la Vang, cé nghia
la lang cua dan chai). Thud ay rach Cau
Bong con sach lam, nén dan cau kéo
dong dac hop thanh lang. Ho cung cap
ca trang, tuc cd song va tom tuoi cho
toan thanh phd.

Nha lién ké xay cit bang go cling con
kha nhiéu, mac dau nha gach da thay thé
nha g6 nhiéu lam roi. Pudng bo rach ndi
trén, con dén hon mudi ngdi nha xua go
qui, ba gian hai chai, y nhu & lang.

Vao trong xa, chg Tan Dinh cling da
c6 roi, chg gach, nhung rat ctt chi méi
xay cat lai, hinh nhu la vao nam 1930
thoi. Chg bat HY, dugc dan chung goi
tat la chg Ho.

G mit Pong 4y, trii chg Ho 1a cho
banh, chg Xa Tai (Pha Nhuin) va chg
Tan Dinh, tuy khong phai la qua ngheo,
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nhung khong dang ndi téi bang chg Thi
Nghe.

Thi Nghe chua dugc xem la ngoai 6
cta Sai Gon. Hanh chinh & d¢ 1a lang,
lang Thanh My An. Nhung lang dé tru
mét khong thé ta, vi tat ca thg thuyén cua
s& Ba Son (thuy quan cong xudng) déu
ngu & lang dd, vi d6 1a noi gan nhit s6
lam cua ho. Vao nam d6 ma thg thuyén
da dong gan hai ngan roi, va véi vg con
ctia ho, ho trd nén mot luc lugng tiéu
thu 16n lao cho cdi lang tru mat dé. Tinh
b dong mai thay thg c6 bén con thi hai
ngan thay va thg hop thanh mét dan so la
8 ngan nguoi d€ cong thém véi dan lang
¢ dd. Nhung dau c6 phai chi c6 s Ba
Son, ma s¢ Hai Dang (dé6 la tén binh dan
ta, chd tén Phdp la s Hydraulique-Agri-
cole Et De Navigation) cling ndam trong
dé (nha vin Nguyén Hién Lé da giap
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viéc cho s6 nay, nhung do la ngudi nhan
vién Viét Nam doc nhut, khong c6 nha
ctia 6 Thi Nghe)

B. PUONG SA, XE CQ, VE SINH

Chua c6 con ph6 nao dugc trang
nhuya hét. Tat ca déu trai da xanh, nhung
thudng dugc xe hu 16 cdn di can lai nhiéu
lan nén d4 bang phang, khong g6 ghé
nhu mat dudng da & tinh. Chac khoi néi
ai cling bi€t la bui mit tr6i. Nhung nguoi
Phép ho lam viéc ciing kha vé sinh, mdi
ngay cho mdt doan nhiéu xe di tuéi
dudng phd, mot ngay hai chuyén, budi
sang vao 16i tam gig, budi x€ vao 16i ba
gi®, nén bui it di. Tuy nhién, nhiing con
pho nhé khong quan trong, thi vi khong
du xe, nén chang bao gig dugc tudi nudc
trong sdu thang khong c6 mua.
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Trt nhiing con pho 16n, vé sau dugc
kéo dai ra, thi dai dé cac con phd ngay
nay, thud ay da c6 roi (trti vai con pho khu
Ban C&, Vuon Chuoi, ma thug ay con
hoang vu). Pudng sa rat thua ngudi qua
lai. Néu t6i nhé khong lam thi thong ké
thud do cho biét dan so la hai chuc ngan
ngudi (khong ké Chg Lén vao). Hai van
thi qua it sanh v6i 3 triéu vao nam 1965.
Nhé vay ma hinh nhu khong bao gid xay
ra tai nan xe cd c6 chét ngudi. Va lai 6-td
chi c6 may muoai chiéc thoi, loai ma nay,
néu ta thay, ta sé cho la loai tién st. Va
cling nho vay ma dién va nudc luon ludn
thiia thai. Dién va nudc dugc thiét lap,
tru liéu cho mdt dan s6 nam chuc ngan
la t6i da. Dén ndm 1965, vi chién tranh &
nong thon, dan tang vot bat ngd nén méi
cO nan thiéu dién thiéu nudc.
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Chay dén 100 cdy sd mdt gid ma nodi ciing ém.
Hay xem nhifng Kigu mdi 1929 - 4 vitesses

s s s s st

Ban ba lich sy nén dang xe AMILCAR
Vi xe rat dé cam béanh. - Rdt ém ai.
May moc that tinh xdo. - Giang xe dong that hué mj

s e ot

Ky thi xe dep d Saigon nam 1929
Ne AMILCAR dudc giai thudng.
Bai Ij trong coi Bang Phap
Hang charriére, Dufourg & Garriguenc

Quang cdo trén bao Phu N Tan Van
s0 3 ngay 16 Mai 1929

Vay la tinh trang vé sinh thud do
rat tot, mudoi lan to6t hon vao nam 1965.
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Nhung van ct chua dugc hoan hao vi
cau xi may chua cé, trii 6 nhiing biét thy
16n. Ho xi chi dugc dep bo vao nam 1946
ma thoi, tlic mai dén ham sdu nam sau
1920 (va 40 nam trudc nam 1986). HO xi
qua ghé tdm, nht 1a ho xi 6 Ha ndi, ma
tinh trang con kéo dai cho dén ngay bai
niy dugc viét ra. O Saigon xua, thi day
nha nao cling bi bat budc phai chtia ngo
hém sau nha. Ctia hdm xi trd ra cdc hém
dé va nhan vién s6 v¢ sinh da thay thung
xi moéi dém, vao ngo, ra ngd, khong lam
phién cht nha. G Ha noi, khong cé lujt
bat budc dd, nén lam nha, nhan vién
v¢ sinh vao nha tli ctia trudc, di ngang
budng ngt cht nha, va nhut 1a tré ra
cling do 16i ay v6i thung xi hoi thui dén
dién dau. Nhiing do ban thuong roi rét
trén nén gach cua cac buong quan trong
trong nha.



Sai Gon xwa in it | 35

Noi chung, Saigon xua dugc hudng
ba diéu kién vé sinh: nudc thua thai,
dudng pho dugc tudi nudec moi hom hai
lan, va ho xi dugc xdy cach nao ma nhéan
vién v¢ sinh khi lam viéc khong phai vao
va ra nha cua ngudi cu ngu.

Chang c6 tu nhon ndo sdm 6-t6 hét,
ké ca nguoi Phap giau c6. O-T6 1a xe ctia
mot s it cong s, dot lai xe, chac lai cling
chang giét chét ai dugc. Tuy nhién, mudn
lam tai x€, van phai thi lay bang. Va cudc
thi rat [a buon cudi.

Trudc cong s& ctia huong chic hoi
te lang Thanh My An (Thi Nghe) c6 mdt
cai bon binh loai bon binh trudc chg Bén
Thanh, nhung boén lan nho hon. D6 la
san thi. Nguoi tai x€ cu tu cu lai xe chay
quanh do6 du ba vong la dugc phét bang
cap tuc thi. Rat la dé an, nhung nguoi
minh lai chang ai budn hoc 1i hét, vi 1y
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bang dé€ r6i thit nghiép chét cha. Nhiing
nguoi thi ldy bang 1a boi bép ctia cac dng
cht cac nha s& c6 6-t6 va tai cta ho co
thé con kém hon tai ctia cac anh danh xe
ngua nta.

O-10 ¢6 hailoai: loai thii nhtit cé mui
vai, x€p lai dugc, va thudng x€p lai, chi
cé mua to mdi dudc giuong 1én; loai thu
nhi 1a loai Limousine, mui vudéng-khoi,
y nhu 1a mdt ¢c6 hom (cai sang) va rat
cao. Chua c6 loai mui kiéng thap va tron
nhu vé sau. Loai mui kiéng thap va tron,
xudt hién vao nam 1929, dugc ngudi
Viét gbc mién Bac goi 1a “6 t6 hom”, méc
dau chinh loai Limousine méi la gidong
cai hom.
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ETABLISSEMENTS BAINIER wiINpocnin:

CARUTO-MALLI”

Hanoi — Saigon — Pnompenh
A

Quang cdo xe Citroen Limousine
trén bao Phu N@ Tan Van
s0 10 ngay 04 Juillet 1929

Tu nhon giau sang di bang gi? Ciing
bang phuong tién ctia nha nghéo, sé noi
dén lat ntta day. Nhung gidi giau sang
ndy, di dao chiéu bang moét loai xe ngua
ddc biét, ma Phap goi la Caleche, do hai
ngua kéo, ta goi 1a xe Ma-Ni song ma.
Xe dé tii Phap dua sang, nhung do ngudi
Phi-Luat-Tan danh xe, nén ta mdéi goi la
xe Ma-Ni (do Manille, tén kinh d6 Phi
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Ludat Tan). Nguoi danh xe, Phap goi 1a
sais, ta goi la xé-ich. D¢ la tiéng Hoa Lan
ché khong phai tiéng Phap.

Nhung loai xe ndy, khong ché khach
trong ngay, chi chéd ti bon gid chiéu dén
chin gi6 dém thdi, gia rat cao. Tan ba
Nguyén Khac Hiéu c6 1am tho ta cai thu
di choi xe Caleche & Saigon.

Xe chi ché di vong inspection, ché
khong chiu di gan. Vong inspection la
bat dau tu dai 16 Bonard (Lé Lgi) vao
thdo cam vién, sang Thi Nghe r6i mugn
duong Hang Sanh d€ vao Ba Chiéu
(thanh phé Gia Dinh) ra tré vé Bonard,
qua Cau Bong. (Xin noi ro la Hang Sanh
ché khong 1a Hang Xanh, nhu cic ong
ky gia Ha No¢i di cu vao Saigon nam 1954
da viét. Cay Sanh cung loai véi cay Si cé
tanh cach trang tri dep. budng Hang
Sanh ndi lién thanh phd Gia Dinh téi
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Thi Nghe). D6 1a noi hong mat ctia nam
thanh n{ ta Sai Gon thud ay.

Xe binh dan c6 hailoai: loai thi nhut
la xe kéo ma Ha Noi va Hué déu co, nén
khong can ta. Loai thi nhi, chi c¢6 Saigon
1a co6 thaoi. Xe do dugc goi la xe Kiéng,
bién am ctia xe Kinh. Mui xe gidong hét
nhu mui xe Limousine, nhung c6t mui
1a cot gb ché khong phai cot sat, cling do
hai ngua kéo, nhung cé bon banh. Loai
mui nay khong phai la bat chuéc mui xe
Limousine, ma da c6 trudc khi Limou-
sine dugc nhap canh rat lau. Xe do ngudsi
Tau déng, ngudi minh khong biét dong
Xe nay.

Muon thay ro loai xe ndy, xin ci xem
btic tranh thudng dugc dang & cac nhut
bdo, tranh nay vé theo mdt bic anh chuyp
mat trudc cua cho Bén Thanh vao thoi
do.
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Xe ¢6 hai bang, ché dugc bon ngudi.
Nhiing ngudi ngoi bang trude phai dua
lung ra phia trudc xe, doi mit v6i ngudi
ngodi bang sau. Gitia hai bang lai c6 ghé
ngua cho tré con ngoi. Gia dinh dong
con rat khodi loai xe nay vi vuia l6n viia
nho, tdm chin nguoi c6 thé chen chuc
nhau trong dé. Troi mua, khong bi uét
nhu xe kéo c6 mui bang vai. Mui xe nay
bang kinh thi rat kin. Gia cling ré, tu Sai
Gon vao Chg Lén, ho chi lay ba hao thoi
(c6 thé chd thém vai va ly do dac 6 thuing
sau).
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Xe nay qua thong dung nén ciing co
ca dao:

Budc 1én xe kiéng di viéng ma chong.

Co non chua moc, trong long tho
thai.

Ngoai hai loai xe binh dén trén, con
ba dudng xe lta:

budng thu nhut dua tu dau Cau
Bong t&i dén Cau Kiéu, chi lay | xu thoi,
khach muén 1én ti dau, xudng ti dau,
tuy thich. Xe nay bi bo nam 1926.

buong thu nhi dua tu dau dai 10
Ham Nghi dén dai 10 Dong Khanh, cé
nhiéu nha ga doc dudng va gia tién khac
nhau tuy 16 trinh dai ngan. Xe nay dugc
bién thanh xe dién ti nam 1926.

Duong thit ba dua tit chg Cdu Ong
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Lanh dén Chg Lén ci, phia duéi song.
Bi bién thanh xe dién, chay tudt 1én té6i
tinh ly tinh Binh Duong, con 6 Chg Lén
thi chay xa vao t6i Xém Cui. Cling cu
vao nam 1926. Dugc goi la xe dién bo
song, chay qua nha dén Chg Quéan va
nha thuong Chg Quan.

Loai xe thu tu, khong r6 tai sao dugc
dan Saigon goi la xe cd, mdc dau xe ay
khong ché cd bao gid ca, vi cai 1é dé
hiéu la thung xe chi la mat bang, hai bén
khong co6 vach thung, xe nay ngudi Phap
goi la cam nhong 2 ngua (camion deux
chevaux) vi n6 ché manh nhu xe cami-
on, ma chi do hai ngua kéo thoéi, dugc
thong dung cho dén nam 1965, dung dé
don nha cho dan Sai Gon, ché ta, giudng,
ban ghé.

Loai xe thi nam la xe bo, do hai bo
kéo, nhung do 1a bo Bo, bo nhép cang
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ti nudc ngoai. Thung xe 16n gan bang
thung xe camion, va chd ndng dugc mot
tan rudi. Xe nay do ngudi Tau ché ra, ma
chi c6 ho la dung ma thoi, ché hang qua
lai tlf chg ciu Ong Lanh vao Chg Lén.

Ndm 1942, dong minh vay khén
bong Duong, gao Nam ra Bac khong
dugc, t6i c6 sam mot chiéc xe nay dé
buon gao ra Bac, nhung di tling chang,
ché téi Phan Thiét, roi ngudi Phan Thiét
nhan hang, chd di xa hon, t6i Phu Yén,
con xe toi thi tré vé. Moi doan xe dong
hang tram chiéc va méi xe chi dam chég
1 tan gao thoi, chd nhiéu hon khong du
stc di 200 cay soO 10 trinh Saigon-Phan
Thiét (xin xem truyén ngan “To6i da chét
r6i’, ta r6 vu di buon nay).

Loai xe tht sdu, tuy la xe cong cdng,
nhung lai rat sang. D6 la xe bus, dep va
sach. Chi c6 nam ba chiéc thoéi, va chi
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chay trén mot 16 trinh doc nhut: dai 1o
Nguyén Tri Phuong Chg Lén, téi cudi
dai 10 Ham Nghi & Sai Gon. Gia vé la hai
hao, ndm dé da cho mot thay ky an sung
suéng trong mdt hom, vi mi chi c6 3 xu
mot to, stia dac Hoa Lan hiéu con chim
chi c6 5 xu mot hop.

Khach dung xe bus toan la thuong
gia Tau, v6i vai thuong gia Viét, cung
vai cong tu chic 16n ngudi minh, thi du
nhiing 0ng ké todn vién ctia Dong Phap
Ngan Hang, c6 nha gan nha thd Chg
Quan.

Rét 1a ky di, hién tugng loai xe binh
dan cd keo do, vugt 1én hang xe sang
trong & Sai Gon vao nam 1920-1930.

Caléche va xe bus thudc giai cap qui
toc Ba-La-Mon, xe kéo thudc giai cap
cung dinh Paria.
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Nhung loai xe thu bay, khong can noi
ra. D6 la xe dap, vi xe dap khong phai 1a
xe chuyén chd cong cong. Mdc dau vay,
cling xin trinh ra vai chi ti€t ngd nghinh.
Phap da dua ban sang mién Nam mot
loai xe dap hiéu Con En (Hirondelle) ma
phén I6n cac bd phéan cua chiéc xe dugc
lam bang g6 ché khong phai bang kim
khi. D6 1a xe cta cac thay ky gia, luong
kha cao. Cac thay ky tré it mua, vi gia xe
dé mac tién.

Toi ciing tranh khong noi dén loai
xe goi la xe Thé Mo, vi xe ndy & tinh,
nhtt 1a tinh Tha Dau-Mgt, chi ché hang
xuong Saigon roi di ngay ché khong cé &
lai. Tho M¢ la 16i phat am ludi biéng tén
tinh Thu-Dau-Mot, vi xe ndy dugc ché
tao dau tién trong tinh Thu-Dau-Mot,
n6 khac han xe ngua ctia tinh Bién Hoa
va khac xa xe ngua Ving Tau.
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C. SAI GON BAN bEM

Thué ay chua cé luat lao dong, nén
cac ctia hang md ctia dén mot gio dém,
riéng & Cau Mudi thi buén ban suot dém.
Sai Gon dém rat vui mac dau chua cé va
trudng va phong tra. Ban dém budn ban
manh hon ban ngay, vi ban ngay dan ban
di lam. Ho chi mua sam ban dém ma
thoi. Do la chuyén Sai Gon, ché & Chg
Lén thi lai cang vui hon.

Nhung nha hat thi qua t¢. Chi cé
mot nha hat doc nhit & dudng Lé Thanh
Ton (luc dé goi la rue d’ Espagne) gan
day ban trai cay, sau chg Bén Thanh.
Ma lai la rap chiéu bong niia, mang tén
1a rap Moderne. Cai luong mudn trinh
dién, phai thuong lugng trudc véi ho, rat
phién phuc. Thé nén khan gia dém nao
cling nghet rap, phai thué ghé thém mdi
da cho ngoi.
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Nam 1925, chi Bady Phuing Ha da 18
tudi va da lting danh. Chi thudng trinh
dién & rap 4y. Tinh ra thi nam nay chi
Bay da 82 tudi ma con dep, nén nguoi
ngoai chang ai biét tudi that cta chi dau.

Xo6m Ba Cho Ia mot xém ndo nhiét
nhtit Saigon, vi ba cai chg dugc xay cat
& do, chg nay cach chg kia 16i mot tram
thuéc. D6 1a chg Cau Ong Linh, chg
Cau Muoi va Chg Chay (bi chay vé sau,
nhung dugc xay lai, nhung thién ha cu
che choi dé ban). Hang hoéa cac tinh vé
dé ban dém, ma hang nhap cang ctia Sai
Gon, ciing di tinh tt d6, thudng cling cu
ban dém. Noi dam phu khuén vac, da
dong dén hai ba tram roi, chua ké khach
budn ban va khach dn choi, tat ca cd trén
mot ngan nguoi “ding dudng” vao ban
dém, trong mot dién tich rat la nho.

Day nha lau ¢ bén Chuong Duong,
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tieu diéu ti ndm 1950, thud do la kho
hang ctia ngudi Tau, cho ving dé mat vé
phon thinh khong thé ta.

Tai khu Ba Chg c¢6 mét nha hat ky la
& nhiéu diém. Do 1a rap hat Cau Muoi,
dén nay van con. Nha hat nay chi danh
riéng cho Hat Boi. Chi€u bdéng va Cai
Luong thué cao gid bao nhiéu, nha hat
ciing chang nhan.

Mobi dém ho dién hai xuat,véi hai
tuong tich khac nhau, ti bay gio toi cho
dén nam gid sdng mdi thoi. Khach di
budn, ha tién tién thué khéach san, cui lay
vé vao d6 dé€ ngu roi sang ra an 16t da
ve tinh ngay, nén tudng hay tudng dé gi,
dém nao rap cting chat nhu ném.

Nhung hai ddc diém trén khong dang
ké bang cai ddc thu sau day. Nha hat do,
cd xay nha ham (cave). O Phap, nha nao
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cling xay nha hdm dé€ chua rugu. Nhung
sang xu ta thi ho bo nha ham di, tri hai
noi ; mdt 1a nha ham caa thu vién quoc
gia cli, dung chta sach qui, hai la nha
ham ctia cdi cao Oc xay sat toa do chinh
vao nam 1936.

Nhung nha hat Cau Mudi, la cong
trinh kién trdc cta ta rdt rong, ma lai
c6 xay nha ham, y nhu & bén Phap. Xua
thi dao kép hat bdi & trong cdi ham do,
né dugc chia ra thanh nhi€u 6, nhung
tu sau 1950, nganh hat boi tiéu diéu, thi
ngudi thudng ciing thué dugc cac 6 cta
ham do6, mai cho dén nay.

D. GAI DEP SAIGON.

Thud 4y hé c6 nao dn mac loe loet
nhiéu mau thi tré con ct cho la dep. Ma
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c6 1€ ngudi 16n ciing thé, thé cho nén méi
co bai ca diéu “Hanh-Van-Luu-Thay”
sau day:

Co doi cdi khdn bong huiong
Xtic dong (cdi) long toi thuong.

Nay c6 nhd ra, d€ ta lai day. Chua hé
c6 ¢o gai Viét nao phi dé ca, nhung gai
Tau thi bat dau da dam phi-dé roi. Gai
mac toan lya Cachemire (ta phat am la
Cach-Xo0-Mia) la loai lua that mong, ma
dan Cachemire dam khoe (hoi 16 moét ti)
vGi ngoai qudc la cé thé nhét tron mot
chiéc 4o vao cai dé (cai dé, tiéng phap 1a
Dé 1a cai dau ngdn tay bang sat, bao dé
kim may khéi dam vao dau ngoén tay cta
thg may). Mau dugc ua chuong nhut la
mau hudng lgt (hong nhat), nhung ciing
c6 du thd mau cho lua dé. Quan lanh
trang hay lanh den, hodc Satin ngoai
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quoc. Ludn ludn che du khi di ra ngoai,
khong phai la che nang dau, ma du la
mon trang suc, cling 1oe loet nhiéu mau.

Cdc cd deo ni trang nhiéu qua 10.
Moi ¢ tay deo t6i bon chiéc vong bang
vang nguyén chit, cham tré rac roi. Co
cling deo vong, goi la cay kiéng co, lai
deo thém ba sgi day chuyén, ca ba déu c6
gan mé day, tat ca déu bang vang. Vang
lai nhuém thém mau dac biét, nhin vao
cac co, thay cac c6 dé 6i vi mau nhudém
do.

Thong ngon, ky luc, bac chuc khong
mang

Ldy chong thg bac, deo vang dé tay.

Tuy cdc c6 ca hat nhu thé, chu that
ra cac co thich lay chong thong ngon, ky
luc hon, vi cac thay thong, thay ky ciing
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du stic sam nii trang vang cho cac co.

Nhung ddc biét la doi gudc cua cac
cO, ndé da lam cho cac dang trugng phu
kéu troi. Guodc khong c6 quai. Mot chiéc
ngu tron dugc trong that chat vao dau
guoc. Ngdn chan cai va ngon chan ké dé
ctia cac co kep lay cdi ngu tron do. Gai
giau & tinh diing ngti dong, con gai giau
& Sai Gon nhut dinh dung ngt bang nga
voi. Trugng phu kéu trdi vi nga voi rat
mac tién.

Cac c6 tam va goi bang sa bong hiéu
“Co Ba”, do la sa bong thom ché tao tai
Marseille, va ché tao riéng cho phu nii
Mién Nam, khong c6 ban & cac xu khac.
Nudc hoa, va huong sa bong suc ntc,
ngay nay ta sé€ cho do la qué mua, nhung
vao nam 1925 thi la banh s6 dach.
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Chi em buon huong ban phan, ciing
dn mdc nhu con gdi nha giau, nén c6 ca
dao sau day, n6 hoi tuc tiu, nhung toi xin
phép cu chép ra, vi day la tai liéu, khong
bat budc phai gidu:

Chiéu chiéu, co Bdy, co Ba,
Co nao lich su: tim la, hot xodi.

Con gai khong giau va dan ba thi
madc the mua tu dat Bac, the mau canh
dan, dét (ché khong phadi in) canh tre, 14
tre, hodc chit Tho. Con gai ngheo thi chi
mdc ba ba thoi, nhung nhut dinh phai
may bang vai G den, ché vai den thuong,
chi c6 nong thon la dung thoéi. (Mai cho
dén nam 1934 thi cdc c6 méi dam phi
dé)
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E. BA NAM SAU 1925

Nam 1928, t6i s6ng hin & Saigon,
lam dan Saigon cho dén nam 1985 ma
toi phai ly huong. Co gi thay doi, ba nam
Ay (1925-1928)?

Dai siéu thi Charner, da mé& ctia tu
ndm 1925, da phon thinh té6i tuyét dinh
vao ndm 1928 do6. Ngudi Viét Nam da 1én
dudng tranh thuong rdo ri€t véi ngudsi
Tau. Nhiing gian hang nho bang ban tay
trong chg Bén Thanh, moét s6 da vao tay
ngudi minh va dugc dong bao tng ho
hét minh. Gian hang Nguyén thi Kinh,
ban bazar, trong ngay ra nha thuoc tay
sau nay mang hiéu T6-Ngoc-Dung, ban
khong hé tay, cac chu chét phai lac dau
thd dai. Xe kiéng bat dau tan lun, khong
1o Vi sao, bédi loai xe ay rat la tién lgi. Xe
Caleche chi con leo heo ba bon chiéc,
nhung 6-t6 thi nhiéu hon mot cach ro6
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rét, cd ca 0-t0 cho thué dau san & nhiéu
con phé. Thuong dan da bat ddu ném
mui 0-td ké ca dan khong giau.

Nhiéu con pho da dugc trai nhuya,
bat diu la dai 16 Norodom, trudc dinh
Doc Lap ngay nay. Da co6 vi trudng roi,
cac ong ndi oi; nhung rat € khach vi s
nguoi biét nhot con qua it. Budn cudi
lam la ban nhac & vi trudng toan la
ngudi Phi-Luat-Tan, ho bi Au Chau cai
tri may tram nam trudc ta, nén ho thao
nhac Tay trudc ta.

Cac 6ng nhac cong Phi-Luét-Tén, hé
dén gan nta dém thi ho thay phién nhau
dé nghi hau an com khuya. Va ho an chi
mot mén dn doc nhut thoi la tring vit
ludc cham mudi tiéu. Tring vit cua ho,
tring nao cling nhudém mau ca, xanh,
dd, vang, tim du ca cac mau sac. Tay ken
nghi &n com, dn xong thi tay tay-ban-



56 | Binh Nguyén Léc

cam lai nghi d€ dn com, thét la ky di.

Chiéu bong ndi, nam sau da ra doi
va dugc dan Saigon hoan nghinh dac
biét. N6 kha giong cai luong, vi dién vién
nam ni cd ca mai. Kép nam no6i danh
nhttla Maurice Chevalier va Albert Pré-
jan, con dao thi toi quén tén hinh nhu la
c6 Mac Doral. Nhung chi den trang thoi,
chti chua c6 mau. Cai phim dau tién ma
toi xem la phim Un soir de rafle (Mot
dém bo rdp) trong do Albert Préjan ca
hay dao dé.

Bén canh nhiing cdi méi do, nhiing
céiclicling c con. Hai bén dailo Galliéni
(Tran Hung Dao) dat dai cu con hoang
vu. Quanh truong Truong Vinh Ky ma
toi da theo hoc, cling van ct la hoang dja.
Phia dudi song Ong Lanh, gan chg Hoa
Binh ngay nay, sau bay 10 gobm Tau rét c6
cling con y nguyén. Noi cb vi vach thanh



Sai Gon xwa in it | 57

da ong cua 1o (16 gobm phai xay doc 1én
nhu la trién nai, doc ay bén trong la dat,
bén ngoai la da ong) da dugc nhiéu 16p
réu xanh phu lén.

Rap chiéu bong da nhiéu. Duodng
Catinat (Tu Do) da c6 hai rap, thug do
rap loai dy la rap sang trong. D6 la rap
Eden va rap Majestic. Nha hat Nguyén
Van Hdo cling dugc xay cat, con rap
Moderne, sau chg Bén Thanh, vi qua xua
nén bi bd ludn.

Xe dién thay cho xe ltia, lam cho
thanh pho sach sé ra, va vi xe dién cé toa
hang nhut rat sach, nén xe bus sang trong
bi tut xuong thanh xe ca keo, véi gia ré.

Vindam do nan kinh t€ khting hodng
da tran lan khap thé gidi va Dong Duong
bi va lay, nén su phon thinh bi ngung,
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bang khong, chac da phai c¢6 nhiéu thay
ddi hon thé nita.

Mot chi tiét da bi toi quén. Thud ay
nguoi minh it di ding, nén chi bén xe di
tinh va di mién Trung chi dau hai bén
chg Bén Thanh Ia vitia du chd, nhu thé
mai cho dén cudi nam 1946, ma chién
tranh day ndong dan 1én Sai Gon, thi bén
xe mdi ruc rich chon bai méi.

Puong Chasseloup Laubat (sau
la Hong Thap Tu) chay téi goc trudng
Petrus Ky la hét tén, nhung dudng thi
con, nhung mang tén khac. Nam 1928
do, t6i di by tu dau duong Chasseloup
¢ do, t6i dai 10 Verdun (Lé Van Duyét)
toi chi gdp ma, nghia la chdng ¢ ma nao
di trén do hét, xe c6 ciing khong. Bén
tay trdi cua toi la ham ho ma chu Hoa
mua véi gia 5 hao moét thude. Chu lap
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day ham ho do, ton may tram ngan bac,
roi xay biét thy khong lau trén dat ay dé
cho cédc gido su ngudi Phdp cua trudng
thué dé . Gidao su ctu nhan ngudi Phap
ma chua sam noi 6-t6, phai dung toan
xe dap, nén ho can thué nha gan truong.
Bén tay phai la dai sa mac, noi ma vé sau
“xudng dé” Tu Da dugc xay cat, trong
giong nhu canh dong ma & nha qué.

Trudc truong Pétrus Ky la thanh linh
O-Ma, cin cti ctia trung doan bo binh thu
11 ctia Phép (onzieme régiment d’infan-
terie coloniale). Linh Tay, linh ta trong
dé cting budn ngu muodn chét va ho dgi
chuia nhyt dé ra hoc tro da bong véi ho.

Bén trai ctia trudng la “dong tap tran’,
mot canh dong ma that su, v6i nhiing
ngdi md khéng 16 xay bing O Dudc kién
c6 hon bé-tong ngay nay niia. Moi ngay
trung doan ndi trén tap linh va tap ken &
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do, ho chia thanh nhiéu top, nhiing linh
mdi tap ot-do, linh ci tap bo tap truon,
linh gidi tap danh that su.

Nhung chua nhut, linh dugc nghi va
dong tap tran tré thanh giang son cta
bon ndi tru Petrus Ky bi phat ky luat. Cac
anh khong bi phat dugc tu do di choi 6
thanh pho. Cac anh bi phat bi di choi chi
huy, tic di bo dudi sy diéu khién cta
giam thi. Nhung ca hoc tro lan giam thi
déu ngai moi chén, nén toa rap véi nhau
vao dong tap tran dé lam du thid viéc ma
nha trudng khong cé cho lam, 1a danh
nhau, dd bong va nhut la an. Bon ban
hang rong ho biét tay hoc sinh, nén chaa
nhut thi hang rong hop chg & do, toan
ban qua ngot va qua man, tha ho ma an,
cho t6i gié com t0i, tré vao trudng thi
phai bd com nha trudng.
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ba bdo, Ban C6 va Vudn Chudi con
1a hoang dia thi dau c6 dudng Richaud
(Phan Dinh Phung). Con dudng Tay
Dong chay qua thanh phd, chi cé 4 thoi.
Dudi b song la dudng nay mang tén la
Bén Chuong Duong (Quai De Belgique),
ké dé 1a Galliéni (Tran Hung Dao), roi
t6i Chasseloup Laubat (Hong Thap Tu).
Dudng thi tu la Legrand De La Liraye
(Phan Thanh Gian ). Nhung dudng Leg-
rand De La Liraye tu Verdun (Lé Van
Duyét) vao Chg Lén, khong ai ddm di bo
bén dé ca vi sg dn cudp, chi c6 hoc tro la
st dung n6 thoi. An cudp ciing c6 dénh
hoc tro, nhu da ké khi nay, nhung chi
danh bon c6 xdch va ly. Bon di tay khong
thi cudp biét trong bop phai chiang cé
tién dang ké, nén chung tha cho.

Dé két thuc, xin danh cho dong bao
mién bac & Phi Nhuan. Thué doé cac 6ng
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nha giau mién Bac chua chiu dau tu &
Sai Gon, vi ho chua biét ro tinh hinh
kinh té trong Nam. Chi c¢6 ba hang ngudi
1a tap trung & Phu Nhuan thoi: cong tu
chtic nhd, tiéu thuong, va phu phen thg
thuyén. Thg cdn 6c¢ xa cti ngudi Bac rat
dugc mién Nam trong dung. Cac thu thg
khac thi Nam cling gioi bang Bac, nén
tho Bac khong kha lam.

Tiéu thuong chi buén ban c6 may
mat hang thoi: gudc Bac rat dugc Sai Gon
ua thich, quat gidy Bac cling tot hon quat
gidy Nam, nhung che hat thi ngudi Nam
khong thich, hoa ra dong bao mién Bac
chi ban che hat véi nhau thoéi. Thuoc Lao
cling chi ban véi nhau, vi dan Nam ludi,
ma hut thuoc Lao phién phtic hon la hut
thudc 14 da van san ctia Phép. Chi lugi
thoi, ché Nam ciling rat thich thudc Lao.
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Ay thé ma céi cong d6ng chua giau
do lai lap 1én dugc mot nghia trang do so
1a “Bac Viét Nghia Trang” gan phi trudng
Tan Son Nhut thi da biét stic cudng sinh
clia ngudi Viét mién Bac la 16n dén dau.

Nghia trang mién Trung va mién
Nam thua xa Bac Viét Nghia Trang vé
mat tot dep va sach sé, mdc du dan Nam
rat giau (nghia trang Nam nam gan nha
thd Ba Chudng va mang tén la Nghia
Trang 21 Tinh).

Sau ndm 1962 (?) dong bao mién
Bac lai mé& thém nghia trang thid hai &
lang An Nhon, ciing do s¢ khong kém
nghia trang thd nhiat. Nhung bay gio
khong con dang khen niia, vi nha giau
mién Bac da vao Nam tii 1954 r6i, thua
stic lap to hon, nhung lai khong to hon,
thé la dang ché do ché.
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K¢ viét bai nay rat mong dugc xem
bai Sai Gon tu 1880 dén 1925 cua vi nao
dé. Nhung chac khong con nhon chiing
cta thoi ay dugc dau. Nhiing vi sinh ndm
1880 thi nay da ngoai tram tudi roi, tay
da run, tri d@ md, mat da lu roi. Danh
1a khong thé biét gi cho dich xac vé giai
doan 45 nam doé.

(Nguon: Binhnguyenloc.com)
Di cao - Phu Sa s6 19- 09.04.1992












