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ong son-da, hay ong dau bép dugc Tay
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KINH DANG BA

Tdp bién khdo thudng dam ndy dé
tudng niém nhiing phut ém dém da qua :

Ndam 1919, Ba dva con lén Sai Gon
vO truong lon.

Con bat dau ném mui chdo cd Cho
Cu, hu tiu Cho Méi, xem hdt thi Chua
Ba Chg Lén, nhai thit bo kho thdng L,
c6 ndm cdc leo chudéng ga ngoi coi hdt
Tay, va canh khong con gdp niia la : biia
bita hai cha con thugng cao lau dn com
xd xiu.

Nam 1927, Ba lén thdam, con mua
bdanh Catinat, long miing diang Ba mon
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la. Ba khong diing, héi con : “Chii Hiéu”
sao co dat tién ?

Ndm nay 1960, dau con bac ma tiii
van nhe, mudn mua bdanh, Ba khong lén:
xe gidn, dudng xa, hai con do Cdi Von va
My Thudn van c6 tiéng khong lich su doi
vdi hanh khdch «bdt thdp ldo 6ng» nhu
Bavdy !

Nhiing ky-vic bdy lau, con viét gGi vé:
“Vuong Trach Nhut, chdu hdy doc lén
cho Noi nghe.”

Gia Dinh, dudng Riing Sdc, s0 5,
ngay 26 thdng 5 ndm 1960
SEN
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TUA

B 61 thay toi 1a nguoi trong Nam,
1D d3u pha hai thd téc, lam viéc
trong mot co quan chuyén mon, thém co
tanh ham choi c6 ngoan, tom gop gidy
ma cii day nha, roi tiéng don truyén ra :
toi sanh séi chuyén xua, t6i gidi ké ctiu
dién c6, bao hai phan dong van hiiu Bac
va Trung, 6ng nao quen mot doi lan, gap
nhau, hét nam ba cau lay l¢, lam gi ciing
hoi van tbi vé :

goc tich hai chii SAI GON.
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Noi u ? - Chi bay cdi dot cia minh
ra!

Nin u ? - Ngudi cudi, cang thém kho
chiu!

Thoi thi con mot cach : 6m mé tai
liéu thau thap bay lau - du hay du do,
du chua bang bung, minh biét 14y minh
— bay hét, trinh hét ra day — mdc tinh
cac vi xa gan tuy thich lyga chon : “toc to
can ké duoi dau,” du chdng lam nén cai
banh ngon, ciing dugc ti€éng la khong
xau bung!

Do6i v6i cac ban nhod hi€u hoc, t6i xin
noi lén :

— Cho nao cac ban thdy mdi, dling
sg : dy toi da can nhac ky cang, cti tin cu
dung : “coi vay ma xai dugc !”

— Cho nao chua “ém”, nhd cac ban
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chi gium, néu tim cach b khuyét cang
tot, goi gitp lan nhau : gia thua tré khong
x4au, mac cd bay, hay gi ?

Poi v6i cac hoc gia, cac bac lao
thanh, cac vi c6 cuu dat Sai Gon, toi xin
«nghiéng tai nghe day, chap tay diing
hau.»

Hoc giad tién boi trong Nam, cu
Truong Vinh Ky, trong “Excursions et
Reconnaissances” (tap chi vé du lam va
tham hiém), tap s6 23. thang Nam va Sau
nam 1885, cd viét mot bai khéo ctiiu Phap
Van “Souvenirs historiques sur Saigon et
ses environs~ (ky uc luc khao vé€ lich su
Sai Gon va vung phu can.) Bai nay viét
hai muoi lam nam sau ndm Nam Ky that
tha (1859-1885).

Nay t6i dya theo bai ay lam nong cot
ma ké tiép, nhac lai nhiing sy bién doi tu
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thud do cho dén ngay Sai Gon trd vé véi
dan Viét, ngét mot tram nam.

Bat tay vao viéc, cOt y cua toi la mudn
cong hién ra ddy mé hiéu biét lun vun va
md& nghe thay vt vanh vé Sai Gon. Ciing
nghi néu mai sut se, dén ngay xuong 106,
chac gi 6m theo dugc ? (ma chiling do6
6m theo ich gi cho ai ?) - O day, toi chu
trong nhiéu nhut 1a nhiing doan st budi
giao thoi : Phap - Nam - Cha - Chéc
chung dung, nhiing chuyén “Tay dén
Tay di”, nhiing viéc chua ai noi rd rang,
may toi dugc nghe tan tai, hodc thay tan
mat, nhiéu doan do hiéu biét riéng, lam
doan nho cac co lao thudt lai. Toi khong
dam chac dung ca, nhung “an trau gam
ma nghe” bay gié chua ndi con dgi lac
nao ¢ Cé ndi co cdi, lan hoi méi phang ra
su that .
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Toi khong quén cdm on anh ban
than Lé Ngoc Tru, ngudi nhau run Chg
Lén, da day cong giup toi xdy dung tap
nho nay.

Cing nhu t6i khong ddam quén on
tat ca cac ban xa gan da gdp suc cung tdi,
trong s6, dién hinh nhtt, c6 anh Mudi
Minh Tai Bdng Vén Ky, ngudi dong canh
ngo vdéi cu Tran Trong Kim Tan Gia Ba
thud no. Nay Anh Mud6i nam khoanh
lam an si, 4p Dong Nhi, Go Vip. Anh
khong lam gi hét, nhung anh day cong
ung ho t6i vé mdt tinh than, giup thém
y kién, va da d6 nhiéu bot oap trong khi
cung t6i tim hiéu dia diém “Ma Nguy”
ngay nay nam noi dau !

Con mot ngudi niia, ban gia vdéi
nhau, 6ng Hoang Xuan Lgi, hoa si Vién
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Bao Tang. May anh chup khéo, may buc
dia d6 cong phu khong c6, lam sao tap
nhé nay thanh hinh ?

Bac Loi, cam tinh chat chua tan day
long, t6i voi gdi lam mot goi “tri an ndng
héau”, xin Bac vui nhén.

Xuan Mau Tuit (1958) -

Xuan Canh Ty (1960)
VUONG HONG SEN
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PHAN THU NHUT

NHAC LAI CUOC NAM TIEN
VI DAI CUA DAN VIET

B Jl 6i doi to tién, trong cuoc Nam

tién vi dai

bén bay gio, con phan phan bat
nhiit : cac hoc gia van ban cai khong thoi
chung quanh hai tiéng “Sai Gon», chang
biét tii dau, bdi dau ma cd. Ké néi vay,
nguoi no6i khac, khong ai chiu ai. Tranh
ludn mai cang thém réi tri, khong bo ich
vao dau. Mot diéu an ai chung cho hang
gan nhu tdi la chinh trong tap khao ctiu

Nhdc lai cuéc nam tién vi dai cia dan Viét
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ndm 1885, nha bac hoc uyén tham trong
Nam, cu Truong Vinh Ky, cling té ra boi
r6i nhu ai !

b€ don duong tim hiéu thém vé
ngudn goc «Sai Gon» cua nguoi Viét,
ching t6i trudc tién, xin tom tat cudc
Nam tién nhu sau :

Can ct theo tai liéu lich st d€ lai, dai
cuong cudc Nam tién khong ngling cua
dan tdc Viét Nam goém c6 nhiing nam
nay, quan trong nhut :

— 939, 6 tién Viét con ¢ vung Thanh
Hod, va nhd c6 6ng Ngd Quyén, c6i duge
ach Bac thu¢c, mé duong cho Dinh, Lé,
Ly, Tran, vé sau dugc tu chu & c6i Nam.

Phdn thiy nhirt



Sai Gon nadm xwa | 27

— 1069, xudong dén Quang Binh,
Quang Tri ;

— 1307, nha Tran ga Huyén Tran
Cong Chua cho vua Cham, mé rong coi
b thém hai chau O Ly (Thtia Thién) ;

— 1425, dén Thuan Héa ;
— 1471, dén Quy Nhon ;
— 1611, dén Phu Yén ;

— 1653, dén Nha Trang ;

— 1658, Cao Mién xin than phuc chua
Nguyén, nhin nhan quyén ctia triéu dinh
Hué;

— 1680, Nguyén chua cho bon tan
binh nha Minh khai khidn hoang dia
vung Dong Nai ;

— 1693, dén Phan Thiét ;

Nhdc lai cuéc nam tién vi dai cia dan Viét
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— 1698, dén Bién Hoa va Gia Dinh
(Sai Gon) ;

- 1708, MAC CUU dang Ha Tién
cho chia Nguyén, Mac dugc phong lam
tong binh doi doi vinh trdn Ha Tién ;

— 1755, Cao Mién qudc vuong
nhugng dat Tan Bon va Loi Lap cho Vo
Vuong. Trong Nam, 6ng Nguyén Cu
Trinh véi nhiing ké hoach khén hoang,
dinh dién & mién Nam. Vao cudi thé ky
XVIII, tai Gia Dinh, Trinh Hoai Dic,
Ng6 Nhon Tinh, Lé Quang Dinh, ba
nguoi cung lap thi xa nang cao dudc van
hién moét thoi :

~ 1780, MAC THIEN TU (con MAC
CUU) mait, khong con néi hau. Tu day,
dat Ha Tién sat nhép co d6 Nguyén chda
: cudc Nam tién cua dan toéc Viét Nam,
dén day da hoan thanh.

Phdn thiy nhirt
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Ban dai lugc tém tat nhu trén, gon
thi c6 gon, nhung qua van tat nén kho
tranh sy toi nghia, va kém sang sudt,
nhiit la d6i véi nhiing ngudi khong nam
long lich st nu6c nha.

Vé t6 chiic don dién, xét ra da co tu
doi Hong Duc (Lé Thanh Ton'), tli ngay
vua Lé Loi dudi dugc quén Tau, thé nudce
rat manh, hiém vi dat dai chat hep khong
da cho dan cay cdy, nén Lé Thanh Ton
thi hanh chanh sach banh truéng vao
Nam, lap k& don dién. T6 chiic nay cé
hai phuong lgi : mdt 1a tran an bién thuy,
hai la mé& rdng bo c6i mot cach hoa binh.
Nhon thé, moét chiic quan dugc datra, goi
quan Thu ngy kinh lugc sd, v6i nhiém
vu chiéu tap nhiing luu dan (gdbm nhiing
dan tinh nguyén, nhiing ngudi phai to6i
luu tru ngoai bién cuong, hodc nhiing

1 Lé Thanh Ton (1460-1497) ; Nién hiéu :Quang Thuan
(1460-1469), Héng Diic (1470-1497)

Nhdc lai cuéc nam tién vi dai cia dan Viét
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nguoi bo lang d€ tron linh va tranh suu
thué... ). Nhiing ngudi ay dugc dua di
khai khin dat hoang, va dugc quan kinh
lugc giup d& va ting ho. Ho lan sang dat
Chiém Thanh roi sau nay dat Thay Chan
Lap va van yén tdm md& rong khu vuc vi
san bén c6 quan doi bao vé an ninh.

Sau mot hai doi, thi nhiing hat maéi
dugc sung nhép lanh thé Viét. Lan lan,
nhing luu ddn mién Bac, mién Trung,
dung phuong phap “tam thuc” &y ma mé
rong dat dai bo cdi Viét ti song Ca dén
tan mai Ca Mau. Su banh truéng nay dén
ngay cham sung véi Lang Sa mdéi ngung.

Nhon day la bai khao ctu vé cian
cdi dat Sai Gon, va muon cho day du,
ching to6i khong s¢ lan thdn, ma thuat
lai c6 dau c6 dudi “cong cudc mé mang
b c6i” cua t6 tién ta trong cudc Nam
tién, tinh ra kéo dai trén tam tram nam

Phdn thiy nhirt
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(tti ndm 939 dén nam 1780) mdGi hoan
thanh. Cé m¢t khoang trén dudi mot
trdm ndm, can phadi nhan manh nhut la
khoang tli ndm 1658 dén nam 1759, ttic
doan t6 tién ta chung dung véi nguoi
Cam Bét, trén c6i Nam nay. Ngay nay
nudc Cao Mién va nudc Viét Nam la hai
nguoi ban than, 1&€ dang khong nén khoi
lai chuyén cti. Nhung nghi vi day la lich
st nén chung tdi xin hét stic than trong,
vO tu va khach quan, thuat lai nhu sau dé
danh tan nhiing hiéu lam.

1. Coi Nam tif nam 1658 dén nam
1753

Luc ay da c6 ngudi Cam Bot & trén
dat Nam nay ro6i. Noi chinh ddng ma
nghe, tt Hué, Chua Hién Vuong da tling
cat quan di chinh phuc mién Nam. Quan

Nhdc lai cuéc nam tién vi dai cia dan Viét
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ta ca thang Cham va sau nhiing chién
cong ruc rd, dan Viét da c6 dip chen
vai thich canh vé6i ngudi Kho-me, noi
nhiing vung bién giéi ci Cham, ké tu
nam 1658.

Mot diéu nén nhé ky, 1a vao thoi
budi 4y, DAN THUA DAT RONG, DAN
LAM AN KHONG HET, viéc di khai
khan dit hoang la thudng su va khong
hé sanh ra viéc gi rac roi. Tuc thudng vi
“CHIM TROI CA NUGC”, ai bat dugc
nay nho.

Moét diéu khac can néi ré thém la dat
mién Nam ctia ban ddo An Do - Chi Na
cling khong phai thiét tho “phan dat phu
am” cua Kho-me. Sy thét thi dong tho
dan tién chiém vung nay la giong Phu
Nam da bi tiéu diét tu thé ky thu VII, va
c6 thé nguoi Kho-Me chiém thay nguoi
Phu Nam ti thé ky thu VII, lai may cé

Phdn thiy nhirt
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su doi hoi tranh tung gi ¢ Tha ho lac ay
ai khai pha dugc khoanh nao thi nay
lam chu an hoa lgi. Va nhu da néi “dat &
khong hét”, t6i gi tranh gianh cho nhoc
long lo, cho mét xdc. S¢ nhtt 1a lam nhu
vay, chi sanh odn thu, ich gi ?

Guong xua tich cl con trudc mat s
O :

— Phép qudc da giau manh, nhung
coOn nha d4t Gia Na Dai, chang qua luc dy
vua ché xa x06i, vtia ché it hoa lgi...

— Trung quoc la nude 16n, thé ma cat
dat Ma Cao d€ lam nhugng dia cho B6
bao Nha, réi cling cat dat Huong Cang
lam nhugng dia cho Anh Quoc, chung
quy ciing vi thoi budi 4y hai cho nay chi
nui da tro tro, toan dat hoang vu khong
sanh hoa lgi, “mat” hay “bo” van khong
tiéc...

Nhdc lai cuéc nam tién vi dai cia dan Viét
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Nhic lai, sau khi nha Minh bén
Trung Quoc bi nha Man Chau thay thé,
thi nam 1680, bon di thidn Minh triéu
nhu Duong Ngan Dich, Huynh Tan,
Tran Thang Tai, v.v.. tu xung nguoi
“Truong Phat” (téc dai) khong khiing
dau hang Thanh triéu, vi ho ghét tuc dan
Man Chau cao dau gioc bin (dé€ dudi sam
nhu dudi lta). Béi rda, theo st chép lai,
cac tudng 4y diu dat do ba ngan tinh
binh trung thanh véi cyu trao, luét song
trén ndm muoi, sdu muoi chién thuyén
vugt trung duong tim xudng mién Nam,
xin dau hang chua Nguyén, vi dan Nam
cling dé téc dai va trung thanh véi dao
Khong Manh nhu ho. Diling trudc tinh
trang kho xu nay, chiua Hién Vuong
trong long boi réi khong viia, vi ky trung
chua ching mudén gin gui ddm vong than
bat tri ay ; nhung véi tri tinh khon c6
thita, ngoai mdt chaa gid cach niém né

Phdn thiy nhirt
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tan tinh. Chua bay tiéc khoan dai quan si
nha Minh ro6i “tong khi” ho xudéng mién
Dong Pho [Nén goi “Dong Phés” hay 1a “Gian Phé&™ 2 2],
cho ho dugc phép chiém ct viing Dong
Nai thué d6 tuy thudc lanh thé Kho Me,
nhung Mién Vuong té ra khong ban tam
nhiéu dén vung hoang dia ranh muc tam
ruong nay. Nhu thé, nhon mét mdi tén,
chiia Nguyén ban dugc hai chim ; mot
dang, dugc long ngudi Tau vi lam cho
ho ¢6 chd dung than, dang khac nhon co
héi, mugn tay tha nhon, mé rong bo coi
mot cach hoa binh, khong ton hao binh
si; that [a ngén ngoai giao sac canh khon
bi.

Nhac lai, dugc linh Chua Nguyén,
tuéng Duong Ngan Dich kéo quan xudng
chiém déng vung My Tho trén song Tién
Giang (Mékong); con Tran Thang Tai,
Huynh Tan, va Tran An Binh thi dem

Nhdc lai cuéc nam tién vi dai cia dan Viét
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bon bo binh ma dén chiém cd viing Bién
Hoa, trén con song Dong Nai. Vi khong
néi dugc chi “d” nén ho van goi “Dong
Nai” ra “Nong Nai”

Khi ngudéi Kho Me dung d¢ vdi
nguoi Tau thi da ldy lam buc minh vi
phong tuc khac xa, khong dé dén khi dn
chung & 16n véi dan “dudng’, ho lai cang
thém kho chiu. Ho ngdm ghét dam déan
“Don dién” mdi.

Lan hoi, khong cti dong binh dao,
ma ngudi Cam Bot (Campuchia) tu rut
lui vé mién thugng Luc Chan Lap (Haut
Cambodge) bo dat hoang Thay Chan
Lap (Basse Cochinchine) cho mac tinh
ngudi Trung Quoc va Viét Nam tha ho
khai pha. (Céi nghiép “hay hon mat” va
“Ua gian quang xién” cua ngudi Mién
dén nay van chua bé. Ty du nhu 16i nam
1920, dan Miénvadan Viét duanhau khai

Phdn thiy nhirt
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thac xin khan dat hoang doc theo kinh
xang mdi dao vung Phudc Long va Vinh
Qudi (Rach Gia) dé lam ruong. Moi khi
doi bén khong thuan nhau vé quyén tién
chu s& dat nao, thi ngudi Mién thudng
thach do ngudi Viét hay dong long dem
s¢ dat tranh chap “hién nap” ngon lanh
cho vién chitic sé tai, nhu vay thi ho sé
hét gian, bao hai quan thinh khong phat
tai ngang ! Nhung ngudi Viét dau chiu
lam vay va thudng cé cach khéo giai hoa
v6i ban Mién khoi “lam giau vo ¢§” cho
quan ! Duy ngay nay, con gian ai ntia ma
Mién van cit nha xay mdt tién vao vuon,
it chiu xay mat ra dudng cai hay ngo ra
con song tap nap ?

Nhac lai nam Gidgp Dan (1674),
Chua Hién da tang sai binh xudng can
thiép vao viéc ndi b nudc Mién do Nac
Ong Non cau cttu dep ho binh Xiém.

Nhdc lai cuéc nam tién vi dai cia dan Viét
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Dén khi vua Mién thay canh & Sai Gon
bi kep gitia hai gong kém “Chéc*’, ben
cau ctu vdi trieu Hué, Chua Hién nhan
co hoéi dy dé sai nha trao xudng dan xép...
Thém mot co hdi may man dén cho triéu
Hué la vao nam 1688 gitta ngudi Tau My
Tho va ngudi Tau Cu Lao Pho sanh ra su
bat hoa 16n. Chua Hién khi 4y da mat,
nhung Ngai vuong ndi ngo6i khong kém
su tri muu. Huynh Tan giét Duong Ngan
Dich, binh chua lai nghin thi ké bi Chua
Ngai ra tay trudc, giét Huynh Tan, dep
tan ddm gidc khach sét lai & My Tho ma
lam cht tinh thé hai thi tran tan tao My
Tho va Cu Lao Pho (Bién Hoa).

2 a) Chéch hay Chiéc, do “thuc” 1a “chd’, giong Triéu Chau.
Nghi ho choi gac that, thud 4y bat minh ké vai kénh ho lén
rat cao; “Chu Chéch’, “Thim Xdm” (Quang Pong goi “thim”
1a “x4m”). R&i ndo “Ong Tay”, “Ba Dam’, thim chi “Anh Biy
Cha’, v.v...

b) Nguoi Mién goi dan Trung Hoa 1a “chénh” Truy ra, cé dén
hai dién: “Chénh” la “Thanh” Tsing thi c¢6 d6i Man Chau. Néu
“Chénh” do “Tsin” thi xua dén doi Tan.

Phdn thiy nhirt
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Chuda thiia thang cho binh tudéng
kéo roc lén Cam Bot téi trude thanh Go
Bich, Mién Vuong mdt mat dan phi tan
vé thanh U Dong, mat khac sai sd nap
biéu. Chua Ngii cho dan, quan vé an
dinh 14p trai Bén Nghé. Cong viéc ay goi
la “don dinh” [Nam Quy Dau 1753 (ttic
nam thu 16 chua Thé Toén, V6 Vuong),
chua sai Thién chinh hau lam Cai doi
va Nghi biéu hau Nguyén Cu Trinh la
ky luc, dan binh ndm dinh: Binh Khanh
(nay Khanh Hoa, Binh Thuén), Tran
Bién (nay Bién Hoa), Phién Tran (Gia
Dinh) va Long H6 (Vinh Long), tuu
tai Bén Nghé, noi sau nay goi la “Don
Dinh” (Tai liéu theo ban dich ra Phap
van ctia hoc gia Gaspardone dich tu ban
ch@ Han “Gia Dinh thong chi” cta Trinh
Hoai DPtic. Ban chép tay mang s6 A.708
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q. 9-4, fo 12 ctia truong Vién Dong Bac
c0, Ha No¢i). Nha hoc gia L. Malleret d6
chting “Don Dinh” & tai ché géc dudng
Thuan Kiéu giap rach Nhiéu Loc. Ngay
nay duong Thudn Kiéu ddi lai goi dudng
Lé Vdn Duyét. Con rach Nhiéu Loc co
phai 6 gan m¢ Ong nay, chung t6i méi
tim thay trong vung ddy thudc dinh thy
ctia nhan vién phi trudng Tan Son Nhat,
boc theo con dudng V6 Tanh chay dai
qua ho tam Chi Lang, m¢ nay & khoang
gitia hai dudng Vo Di Nguy va Ngo6 Dinh
Khoi trong vong rao, ngay cho viia dao
mot ngdi mo xua dé ma rong con dudng
V6 Tanh (xem lai ky Bulletin de la So-
ciété des Etudes Indochinoises, Oct-
Dec. 1935, tr. 18-19)

Cilng trong tap ky yéu B.S.E. L. néi
trén, qua truong 35, hoc gia Malleret
viét: “.. Alors le soucerain légitime dut
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senfuir a Phu Qudc Enter temps, le chef
“rebelle Lu avait pris le titre de D6 Dinh
Vuong, “écrit Aubaret, cest a dire roi de
Don Dinh."

Ché nay, hoc gid Phip da lan 1on
“Dong Pinh Vuong” lai véi “Don Dinh”
roi. Truong 30, 6ng Malleret ghi rang
theo Gia Dinh Thong Chi (q.4, fo 31 ms
EFEQO) c6 n6i nam Gia Long thu 10, linh
day d6i “Pon Dinh” qua chg bDiéu
Khién, x6m (lan) Tan Héi.

Trai lai, trong Dai Nam Nhat Thong
Chi (Phdp dich “la Ghéographie de Tu
buc”), thi n6i “Don Dinh” ti x6m Tan
My dugc doi vé xom “Tan Thudn” Tac
gia, ong Malleret, két ludn “Don Dinh” &
trong dia phan huyén Tan Binh. Chung
quy, “Doén Dinh” va “chg biéu Khién”
chua ai biét dich xac & tai dau.]
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Thud dé, xit Cam Bo6t cd dén hai vua:

— Vua Nhut, Chanh Vuong, ngu tai
thanh Lo Vek (sach st Viét am 1a “La
Bich” hodc “Go Bich” (Truong Vinh Ky);
(trong Viét Nam St lugc, Tran Trong
Kim, trang 329, ghi “thanh Long UC
phai Lo Vek nay chang?!)

— Vua Nhj, tic Phé Vuong, dong do6
tai Prei Norkor, sau nay Sai Gon.

(Mot nudc hai vua, mdt xi hai mat
trdi, day la mot tinh thé ludng lap van bat
dac di, khong bao gid ton tai dugc lau.
Ve sau, néu co xay ra su di dan Khmer
td minh bé Thuy Chan Lap rut lui vé
Luc Chan Lap, du cting vi moét 1é Chanh
Vuong ngam mudn dé€ con mot vua dang
dut hau hoan vé sau, mot 1€ niia, cling tai
long dan Mién ma ciing c¢6 tay Troi gia &
trong!)
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Prei Norkor vao thdi bay gid, 1a mét
thon nho trong riing gia dua ké mot don
kién c6, dan cu thua thét, nha cua leo
teo, cot cay ndc 14, tap trung trén cac go
néng cao rdo, chung quanh Ia ao sinh
nudc dong quanh nam, sau vo trong nita
thi toan 1a riing ra thién nhién da co tu
tao thién lap dia, khong ai khai pha, day
ray mudi mong, dia vat va tha di: tay,
tugng, hum beo, khi, siu... Prei Norkor
dung lam noi don tra cta Phé Vuong
Cao Mién (mot cai gai trong mat Chanh
Vuong.)

Viét St Tran Trong Kim noi:

“Nam Mau Tuat (1658), vua nudc
Chan Lap mat, chu chau tranh nhau,
sang cau cuu bén chda Nguyén, chua
Nguyén bdy gio la chia Hién sai quan
dem ba ngan quén sang danh & Mo6i Xuy’

3 Nam goi M6 Xoai.
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(nay thudc Phuc Chanh, Bién Hoa) bat
dugc vua 1a Nic Ong Chan dem vé giam
¢ Quang Binh mot dog, ro6i tha cho vé
nudc, bat phai triéu cong va phai bénh
vic ngudi An Nam sang lam an & bén ay.

“Nam Giap Dan (1674), nuéc Chan
Lap c6 ngudi Nic Ong Dai di ciu vién
nuéc Xiém La d€ danh Nic Ong Non.

“Nic Ong Non bo chay sang ciu ctiu
¢ dinh Thdi Khang (nay la Khanh Hoa).
Chua Hién ben sai cai co dao Nha Trang
1a Nguyén Duong Lam cuing v6i Nguyén
Dinh Phai lam tham muu dem binh chia
ra lam hai dao sang ddnh Nic Ong Dai,
pha dugc don Sai Gon roi ti€n quan 1én
vay thanh Nam Vang. Nic Ong Dai phai
bo thanh chay vao chét & trong rting. Nac
Ong Thu ra hang. Nic Ong Thu chinh 1a
dong con trudng nén lai 1dp lam chanh
quéc viong dong & Long Uc, d€ Nic
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Ong Non déng & Sai Gon, bit hang nim
phai triéu cong.

“Nam Mau Thin (1688), Hoang Tién*
gi€t Duong Ngan Dich, r6i dem chung
déng don & Nam Khé, lam tau, duc sung
dé chong nhau véi ngusi Chan Lap. Vua
Chan Lap 1a Nic Ong Thu ciing dao hao
dap lay lam ké c6 thua va bd khong chiu
than phuc chia Nguyén niia.

“Bay gio chua Nguyén la Nguyén
Phuc Trdn sai quan® dem quan di danh
dep, dung muu giét dugc Hoang Tién va
bat vua Chan Lap (Chey Chetta IV) phai
theo 1¢ triéu cong".

4 Nam goi 1a Huynh Tan.

5 Theo cudn “Souvenirs historiques” ctia 6ng Truong Vinh
Ky thi vi quan tuéng nay tén “Van” nhung khong r6 ho gi.

6 Theo “Souvernirs historiques” 6ng Truong Vinh Ky néi vi
Nic Ong Thu bt tuin diéu udc nén chia Ngii sai Nguyén
Hitu Hao chinh phat bdt dugc Ong Thu dem vé Sai Gon, dén
day nguoi tho binh tu tran, Ph6é Vuong Mién tu van chét
theo.
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Nidm Méau Dan (1698), chia Nguyén
la Nguyén Phuc Chu sai 6ng Nguyén
Htu Kinh (Nam goi 1a Nguyén Hiiu
Canh) lam kinh lugc dat Chan Lap, chia
dat bong Pho (Gian Phd) ra lam dinh,
lam huyén, lay xt Dong Nai’ lam huyén
Phuc Long va xd Sai Gon lam huyén
Tan Binh. Pat Tran Bién dinh (ttc Bién
Hoa) va Phién Tran dinh (ttic Gia Dinh)
sai quan vao cai tri. Lai chiéu m¢ nhiing
ké luu dan tii Quang Binh tré vao dé€ lap
ra thon x3 va khai khan ruong dat. Con
nhiing ngudi Tau ¢ dat Tran Bién (Bién
Hoa) thi lap 1am xa Thanh Ha: nhiing
nguoi & dat Phién Tran (Gia Dinh) thi
lap 1am xa Minh Huong. Nhiing ngudi

7 Vi thé, ngudi ving Dong Nai cling dugc goi 13 “ngudi hai
huyén”. Dling 1dm véi “ngudi hai huyén” ving Hau Giang
dong mot thud, la ngudi huyén Phong Phu (Can Tho) va
huyén Dong Xuyén (Long Xuyén).
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ay déu thudc vé s6 b nudc ta”.

(Viét Nam St lugc, Tran Trong Kim,
triong 329-330)

2. Tu nam 1753 dén nam 1780

Xin k€ lai nhiing nam oanh liét nhat
dé danh d4u nhiing ky cong ctia t6 tién ta:

Nam 1753, vua Chan Lap Nic Ong
Nguyén lan hiép ngusi Con Man & trong
Nam, triéu dinh Hué beén cti 6ng Nguyén
Cu Trinh lam quan tham muu lo viéc
danh dep. Ba phen thang gidc, Cu Trinh
ben hién ké “tam thuc” lam cho mudi
ndm sau hoan thanh cu¢c mé mang: Thuy
Chan Lap hoan toan vé tay chua Nguyén
6 Dang Trong.
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Bay gi¢ mién rling sac® hoang vu, cuc
nam la vung Loi Lap (Go Cong), Tam
Bon (Tan An) va vung cac ctia song Ctu
Long (Ba Thac® tuc vung Soéc Trang, Bac
Liéu) va Tra Vang (Tra Vinh, Bén Tre),
con thudc Chan Lap.

bong thaéi véi viéc thon tinh nudc
Chiém (1611-1692), chua Nguyén da
tién lan xudéng mién Dong Nai phi nhiéu.
Hon mét thé ky (1623-1739), do viéc
gianh ngodi lan nhau clia cac vua Mién
ma chda Nguyén lan hoi thau phuc dan
Viét dan dan md& mang cac dat dai: Mo
Xoai [Viét Nam Sti lugc Tran Trong Kim goi 1a Moi Xuy]

8 Nhiéu hoc gia viét “rting sat” (v6i chii “t” & chot) va dinh
ninh rang trang. Phai chiu kho tra ctiu b Pai Nam quéc am
tu vi ctia 6ng Huynh Tinh Cua, trang 276 méi thay: “Sac”: cay
nuéc man. “Riing sac”: rting nudc mdn (6 gan bién) Vay xin
dinh chinh.

9 Tai chg cti Bai Xau, c6 mot ngdi ¢ mi€u dé “Ba Thac c6
miéu” chung quanh ¢6 tho um tum, tuong truyé day la
mot dia diém linh thinh ctia C6 Cao Mién goi 1a Neak Ta
Srock Passac _ (V.H.S)

Phdn thiy nhirt



Sai Gon nadm xwa | 49

(Ba Ria, Bién Hoa) (1658), Sai Gon (Gia
Dinh) (1698), Binh Tudng (My Tho) va
Long H6 (Vinh Long) (1731). Phia vinh
Xiém La, MAC CUU dang d4t Ha Tién
va hon Phu Quéc cho chtia Nguyén tu
nam 1741, sau d6 con la MAC THIEN
TU md thém bén huyén (1739): Long
Xuyén (mién Ca Mau), Kién Giang (Rach
Gid), Tran Giang (mién Can Tho) va Tran
Di (mién bac Bac Liéu).

bén triéu V6 Vuong, vua Chan Lap
Nic Ong Thu (Sthea) nhd chiia Nguyén
ma giti ngdi bau 6 La Bich (Lovek) (1736-
1748). Sau Nic Ong Tham (Thomae), cht
cta Tha, thua chay tron bén Xiém tii ndm
1715, lai tr& vé danh dudi Nic Ong Tha
va cudp ngoi (1748) song chang bao lau
thi mat.

May ngudi con cua Tham tranh ngoi.
V6 Vuong sai Nguyén Hiiu Doédn lam

Nhdc lai cuéc nam tién vi dai cia dan Viét



50 | Vwong Hong Sén

théng suit ddnh dep va 1ap Nic Ong Tha
lam vua tré lai. Dugc vai thang, Tha bi con
cua Tham la Ndc Nguyén (Ang Snguon)
den quan Xiém danh dudi (1750). Tha
thua, chay sang Gia Dinh cau ctiu nhung
chét ¢ day.

Nédc Nguyén tranh dugc ngoi vua lai
thuong dem binh lan hi€ép ngudi Con
Man la tan tich dan Chiém sang tra ngu
tit nam 1693.

Vé phia Bac, Nac Nguyén lai thong st
v6i Chaa Trinh Doanh (1740-1767) dé
14p muu danh Chuia Nguyén quyét gianh
lai Thuy Chan Lap.

Mua déng nam Quy Dau (1753), Vo
Vuong sai 6ng Thién Chinh'’ (khuyét tén)

10 C6 1é 6ng Nguyén Hiiu Doan, lam thdng sudt danh dep cac
con Nic Ong Tham bén ndm vé trudc (1749). Sau vi thua & dit
Vo Ta An (?) bi giang xudng chtic cai doi nén bi boi tén. Roi sau
sti chép cho la khuyét tén ho ching?
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lam thong suat va dng Nguyén Cu Trinh,
ky luc B6 Chanh Dinh lam quan tham
muu, di€u khién tuéng si ndm dinh di
danh gidc Nguyén. Quan tién dén Nguu
Chu (Bén Nghé), lap dinh trai, kén si tot,
tru bi thém nhiéu, d€ lam ké khai théc.

Mua ha nam Gidp Tuat (1754), 6ng
Cu Trinh véi 6ng Thong sudt chia quan
tién lén. Oang Cu Trinh di dén dau, gidc
quy phuc dén doé; di qua dat Tan Lé (?)
ra dén Song Lén'! cung hdi quan véi 6ng
Thién Chinh & don Loéi Lap (Soi Rap: Go
Cong), phu Tam Bon (Tan An), pht Cau
Nam (Ba Nam), pht Nam Vinh (Nam
Vang: Phnom Pénh), bén phta hang ca.
R&i chiéu phuc ngudi Con Man dé lam
thanh thé.

11 S6ng Lén day c6 1€ 1a song Vam Co, chdy ngang qua phti Loi
Lap, TAm Bon, Ba Nam. / Ong Maybon, trong quyén “Histoire
moderne du pays dAnnam’, trang 127, dé 1a Vam Co Tay (Vai-
co occidental).
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Nac Nguyén chay tron gan Vinh Long;
gdp mua nudc noi, phai ngung danh pha.

Mua xuan nim At Hoi (1755), ong
Thong suit vé don My Tho, dan theo hon
van ngudi Con Man mdi chiéu phuc.
Dén d4t Vo Ta An (c6 1é 1a vung Dong
Thap Muoi) bi quan ctia Nac Nguyén do
ra danh up. Quan cta thong suat di tap
h&u bi mac bui ram ving 14y, khong thé
dén ctiu vién. Ong Nguyén Cu Trinh md&i
dem quan cta 6ng dén ctiu thoat hon
ndm ngudi Con Man, viia trai viia gai, roi
dem v€ tra & nai Ba Dinh (Ba Den).

Nhan 6ng Cu Trinh hach tau ong
Thién Chinh vé t6i dé mat co nghi ma
bd dan mdi phuc hang, vua gidng 6ng ay
xuong chuc cai ddi, cho dng Truong Phuc
Du thay thé.

Ong Cu Trinh véi 6ng Phuc Du va
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ngudi Con Man di tién phong dén danh
hai phtt Cau Nam va Nam Vinh.

Nédc Nguyén thua, chay tron sang Ha
Tién nuong theo Mac Thién Td, nhd Tu
xin h¢ v6i Chtia Nguyén, hién hai phu
Tan Bon, Loi Lap d€ chudc t6i, va bd vao
1é tri€u cong da bo ba ndm vé trudc, cung
dé xin cho vé nudc.

Vua khong cho. Ong Cu Trinh méi
dang sé tau rang:

“Tu xua, sé di ding dén binh, chdng
qua la muodn giét diia cvi khoi, mé mang bo
coi ma thoi. Nay Ndc Nguyén da hoi qua,
biét nop dat hién cua. Néu khong cho y
hang, thi y chay tron; ma tu Gia Dinh dén
La Bich, dudng sd xa x6i, khong tién dudi
ddnh. Vay mudn mé mang bd coi, chi bang
hay lday hai phu dy, gitt chat phia sau cho
hai dinh (Phién Trdn va Trdn Bién). Nam
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xua, di md phu Gia Dinh, tridc phdi md
phu Hung Phuc (Bién Hoa), roi mdi md
dén phti Loc Da (Dong Nai) dé quan dan
doan tu, roi mdi md ddt Sai Con. D6 la cdi
ké “tam dn dau” do.

Nay tti Hung Phuic dén Sai Con dudng
di chi hai ngay, ma dan cu con chua yén tap,
quan giti ciing ¢ dua chua khée; phuong
chi tv Sai Con dén Tam Bon, duong di
trong sdu ngay, thu binh try phong, thuic
so chua du.

Thdn thdy rg Con Man danh dudng
b rat tai, quan Chdn Lap ciing da chot da.
Néu cho rg Con Man & day, sai né ngdng
chong, ldy moi danh rg, ciing la ké hay. Vay
nén xin cho nudc Chan Lap chudc t0i, ldy
hai phu dy, cho than xem xét tinh thé, dat
ltiy dong qudan, cap dién sdn cho quadn dan,
chia dia gidi, ldy chdau Dinh Vién dé thau
cd toan buic.”
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(Rat trong quyén “Nguyén Cu Trinh
vGi quyén Sai Vai© cta hai 6ng Lé Ngoc
Tru va Pham Vén Luit.)

Vua theo 16i tau, nhén lay hai phu
(1756) va cho Ndc Nguyén vé nudc.

Nam Dinh Stu (1757), Nac Nguyén
chét, chu ho la Nac Nhudn (Neac Ang
Nhuan) lam gian doc, xin hién dat Tra
Vang (Tra Vinh, Bén Tre) va Ba Thac
(Soc Trang, Bac Liéu) d€ cau dugc chua
Vo Vuong phong lam Vua. Song khong
lau, Nhuén bi ré 1a Nac Hinh noi loan giét
chét cudp ngdi (1758).

Chau ctia Nac Nhuan la Nac Ton, con
ctia Ndac Nguyén, chay sang Ha Tién cau
ctu v6i Mac Thién T, Thién Td dang s
tau qua cdc viéc va xin phong Nac Ton
lam vua Chan Lap. V6 Vuong thuan cho,
sai tuéng Ngii dinh tai Gia Dinh hgp véi
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Thién Tt lo viéc dy. Truong Phic Du dem
binh danh dep, Ndc Hinh thua chay, bi ké
thudc ha giét. Hoang ti Nac Non Nac Ton
dugc Mac Thién Tu dua vé nudc lap lam
vua, va dugc V6 Vuong sac phong chtic
Phién Vuong.

bé ta on Vo Vuong, Ndc Ton hién
dat Tam Phong Long (Chau Doéc va Sa
béc) (1759). Roi cat nam phu'?: Huong
Uc (Kompong Som), Cin Bot (Kampot),
Sai Mat (Cheal Meas), Chung Riim, Linh
Quynh (ving duyén hai ti Sré Ambel
dén Peam) dé€ riéng ta on Thién Tu. Mac
Thién Tt déu ding ca cho chiia Nguyén.
Vo Vuong bén day sat nhép vao tran Ha
Tién.

Thé la vua tron mot thé ky (1658-
1759), Thuy Chéan Lap hoan toan thuéc
vé Viét Nam.

12 Nam phu nay dén doi Thiéu Tri, ndm 1847, bi giao tra lai
cho nuéc Mién (chu thich trong quyén Sai Vai.)
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(Tai liéu mugn trong quyén “Nguyén
Cu Trinh vé6i quyén Sai Vai~ cua hai 6ng
Lé Ngoc Tru va Pham Vian Luat, trang
45-49).

Poan trén ké lai cong ngiép khai mo
b& cdi clia mat vi tudng van vo toan tai la
ong Nguyén Cu Trinh. Cu Trinh lai rat c6
cong vé cudc phong thu lau dai.

Ong gidi phuong phadp “di dich ché
dich” nén dat ngusi Con Man thu Tay
Ninh va Hong Ngu (Chau Ddéc), nay hai
chd nay con di tich ngudi Cham. Chinh
ong Cu Trinh xin d&i dinh Long H6 1én
xt Tam Bao, cling thudc tinh ly Vinh
Long.

Vé mit thuy dao, dng sai lap don hai
bén séng Ctiu Long gan bién gidi:

— Tan Chau dao (Cu Lao Giéng) &
Tién Giang.
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— Chau Dboc dao 6 Hau Giang.

— Thém 14p Dong Khiu dao, & xt Sa
Déc, @€ lam hiu thuan.

Cac dao ay dung binh & Long Ho
dinh dé€ trin ap, giti mat vinh Xiém La,
phong Xiém lam hoén, Cu Trinh va Thién
Tu ddt ra Kién Giang dao & Rach Gid va
Long Xuyén dao & vung Ca Mau.

Ong Cu Trinh lai rit giau sing kién.
Ong lo t6 chtic sy an ninh viing dit mdi,
dam bao sy thong thuong budn ban trén
vung rach ho. Nhu thud ay, khuc song
Gia Dinh con nhiéu cho xung ba, thuyén
cudp tu tap pha khuay ghe thuong ho
(ngay trudc con d€ lai tan tich “boi Ba
Cum” thudc vung Binh Dién, Tan Buu,
v.v...), Cu Trinh bay ra 1é bat thuyén cac
Hat, bat luan 16n nhd, truéc mai phai
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khac tén ho, qué quan, cha thuyén va ghi
bd quan sa tai d€ tién tra xét.

Nguyén Cu Trinh con 1a mot van
nhon tai tl, 6ng thudng ngam vinh, sang
Phuong Thanh (Ha Tién) nhap Chiéu
Anh Cac xuéng hoa cuing Mac Thién TH.
Hai nguoi rat la tuong dac, Thién T c6
ra mudi bai “Ha Tién thip canh vinh”
(nay con truyén tung). Cu Trinh c6 hoa
dt mudi bai.

Kélai trong Nam, doi &y cong nghiép
16n nhit cé hai 6ng: Nguyén Cu Trinh va
Mac Thién Td. Ong tridc cdm binh ra
tran, thi pht tai tinh; Ong sau giéi ngén
ngoai giao va van chuong tao nha. Ca hai
mé rong bs cdi Mién Nam cho chung ta
dugc hudng ngay ray.

Pong thoi tai Gia Dinh, trong nhém
ngudi Minh Huong, c¢6 ba 6ng: Trinh
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Hoai Diic, Ng6 Nhon Tinh va Lé Quang
Dinh déu la nhiing buc cong than c6 cong
xdy dung c6i Nam, dua nhau nang cao
nén van hién Viét va tan tam giap chaa
Nguyén thau lai co nghiép t6 tién thong
nhat giang san. Ha Tién cé Chiéu Anh
Cac, Gia Dinh c¢6 Thi hiiu tam gia khong
kém.

Nam 1780, Mac Thién Tua tu tran,
khong con noi hau. bat Ha Tién tu day
sat nhap co d6 Nguyén Chuaa:

CUOC MO MANG BO COI CUA

DAN TOC VIET NAM DEN DAY, KE
NHU DA HOAN THANH.
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PHAN THU HAI

THU TIM HIEU BOI PAU

MA CO DANH TU “SAI GON”

Cudc mé mang bo c6i gidi quyét
xong, nay bat qua tim hiéu vé lai lich dat
Sai Gon

Vé danh tii “SAI GON”

Dai Nam Quéc Am Ty vi ctia Huynh
Tinh Cta viét:

_:Sai tiic 1a cui thoi.

_: Gon tén loai cay c6 bong nhe xdp,
nhe hon bong thudng, trong Nam hay
dung d€ don goéi, don ném, ngoai Bac goi
1a cay bong gao (kapok, kapokier).

Thir tim hiéu bé'i ddu ma cé danh tir "Sai Gon”
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Diéu nén nhd 1a thud cuu trao, moi
1an chay sé tau ra kinh, méi moxi ldy Han
tu lam gbc. Cac quan trong Nam thud dy,
dé goi thanh “Sai Gon” déu viét hai chii
ndm nhu véy %< 1 . Viét lam vay, nhung
dén khi doc thiluén luon docla “Sai Gon”.
V€ sau, cd nhiéu ngudi, doc “Sai Con’,
tudng rang dang. Ng& dau, doc nhu thé
1a phan y ngudi xua, t6i mudn ndi nhiing
nguoi c6 cyu mién Nam ctia dat Gia Dinh
cii. Cling nhu ¢6 mot 6ng tudng tén la Vo
Tanh, von ngudi Go Cong, nay rat nhiéu
ngudi doc tén Ong la Vi Tinh. Lai nhu
tén mot trai nui trén Bién Hoa, thud nao
dén nay, quen goi la “nti Chau Théi” Nay
thuong nghe nhiéu hoc gia doc va viét
“nuai Chu Thdi», chung t6i khong ddm noéi
gi, nhung thiét tudng dén ong Trdi cling
phai chiu! Con dén nhu nguyén do lam
sao c6 nhan khi trudc ghép chi Han “Sai”
v6i mot chti Nom “Gon” 1am vay thi thu
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that toi xin chiu bi! N6i nhd ma nghe, dot
nat nhu téi, t6i hiéu rang khi 6ng ba ta
thi€éu cht “gon” khong biét phai viét lam
sao, thi 6ng ba ci mugn chit “con” thé
tam, co hai gi dau, hai chiang la ngay nay
con chau khong muon doc y nhu 6ng ba
lai dam ché xua kia 6ng ba ta qua dot!

Ciing trong Tu Vi 6ng Huynh Tinh
Cta, con thay ghi hai cho khac nhau vé
danh ti Sai Gon:

Sai Gon: tén riéng dat Chg Lén, bay
gio lai hiéu la dat Bén Nghé (trang 280
quyén II).

Sai Gon: tén xi & vé tinh Gia Dinh
(trang 390 quyén I).

Toi xin hen sau sé gidi nghia viéc nay.
Diéu nén chuylién daylabo Tu vi Huynh
Tinh Cua in vao nam 1895-1896 cho ta
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thay r6 doi ay da c6 su lan 16n vé danh tu
“Sai Gon” rdi.

DPé tim hiéu sdu rédng va mudn biét
ranh ré vé ngudn goc tich “SAI GON”,
phai day cong phang tli ngon nganh, cin
c0i va chiu khd tra ctu tling cac dan toc
mot, da song qua cac thoi dai trai kho-
ng biét may ngan nam va thay nhau khai
thac c6i Nam nay:

1) ngudi Phut Nam,
2) ngudi Cam Bét,
3) ngudi Tau,

4) nguoi Viét.

Phdn thiv hai



Sai Gon nam xwa | 67

3. Trudc hét, ti giong nguci Phu
Nam"

Thoi c6 dai, theo stt Trung Quoc ghi
lai, thi cé gidong ngudi Phtt Nam chiém
cu so khai viing goi Phu Nam. Dat Phu
Nam sau d6i lai 1a “Thary Chan Lap» (le
Chan-la des eaux ou Basse Cochinchine)
dé phan biét véi dat Luc Chan Lap (le
Chan-la des montagnes ou Cambodge).

13 V& danh tu “Phti Nam’, c6 dén hai thuyét khac nhau: a)
Trong st Tau, goi d6 1a dat Phtt Nam, ttic xtt Nam néi phti. Doi
Thugng C6, vung dit nay c6 1é quanh nam ngép lut, khéng ai
thay dugc: dat chiloi 1én khdi mat nude cho ngoé thdy vao mua
han, khi nuéc rut di hét va troi dit mua. / b) Nha lao thanh,
thong thai ngusi Phap, 6ng G.Coedes lai cat nghia: “Phu Nam”
do tiéng Khmer «Phnom” doc ra lam vay. (Con trong vong cai
co, chua thuyét nao nga ngi nhat dinh). / ¢) Theo ¢6 hoc gia
nguoi Phap Pierre Dupont, thi xtt Phtt Nam gom dat Nam Ky
ctt (Thay Chan Lap), dat Cao Mién (Luc Chan Lap) va mdt
phan xt Xiém La, va Phtt Nam la mét nudc c6 tii thé ky thua I
dén thé ky thi V sau Gia-to6. (BEFEO, nam 1959, tap II, trang
635)).

Thir tim hiéu bé'i ddu ma cé danh tir "Sai Gon”



68 | Vwong Hong Sén

THOI DAINAY, DAT THUY CHAN
LAP CON LA RUNG RAM SINH LAY,
THANH SAI GON CHUA CO.

Khodng ndm 1943-1944, nha hoc
gia Phap, 6ng Louis Malleret nhan danh
1a hoi vién truong Vién Dong Bac ¢b va
Gidm doc vién Bao tang Sai Gon c6 than
hanh dén chiang gitia dudng Long Xuyén
di Rach Gi4, noi ddu bon thé dan da dén
chd nay nhiéu thang trudc d€ bon vang...
Noi day, ong tim ra di tich mét nén c6
Phu Nam bi chén vui dudi dat tii ngan
xua. Ong c6 dem vé Vién Bao tang rit
nhiéu mon do6 nd trang, c6 vat, trang stic
phdm va rat nhiéu tai liéu c6 c6 chon gia
tri vé lich st (d6 dat nung, dot nau kim
khi, miéng bat chén, phao ludi, trai tri
luéi (poids de filet), cuc da cang nang xe
chi sgi (fusaiolus), v.v...), hién cac vat nay
trung bay lam mot gian phong riéng biét
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trong Vién Bao tang Sai Gon. Nha do, ta
biét dugc coi dat nude ta va biét tai day xua
kia vao thé ky thu hai, ngudi dan La Ma
da tim theo con duong bién tha tau buém
dén day va da tling ddt chan trén dat nay
cling nhu ho da tling giao thiép chdt ché
cung thdé dan ban xd. Ho (ngudi La Ma,
An Do di cu, Mi Lai, Phit Nam, v.v...) qua
lai d6i chac v6i nhau, ty nhu vang khoi xt
Chiém Thanh (Tor du Cathay), lua Trung
Quoc (soie de Chine), hodc huong liéu
(épices): sa nhan, dau khau ving Khmer
(nui Cardamomes rat gan). Dac biét nhat
1a c6 mot dong vang tim dugc tai chd va déd
1a mot tai liéu quy hda nhat chiing minh
cho thuyét ndi trén. Dong vang dy mang
dau hiéu cta vua Antonin le Pieux, sinh
nam 86 va tri vi tai La Ma tti ndm 138 dén
ndm 161 Tay lich ky nguyén. Hién thoi,
cac nha thong thai tam lay cho tim dugc
c6 vat ma ddt tén cho cdc vat tim thay, goi
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doé thudc vian minh Oc-Eo. (theo chinh ta
Viét Ngii. Néu viét theo Phan ty va theo
giong Khmer thi 1a AK EV). Nay Oc-Eo
thudc vé lang My Lam, tong Kién Hao,
gidp ranh hai tinh Long xuyén va Rach
Gid. Tl ndm 1945 c6 chién tranh, sy giao
thong bat tién, thém thi€u diéu kién bao
tht canh gac nén ngudi tai chd da dao da
hoi rat nhiéu... Khé ma tiép tuc suu tam,
tiéc thay'!

14 Muo6n biét ranh ré, nén chd xem b0 ludn an thi Tién si ctua
hoc gia Malleret, didng trong tap ky yéu Trudng Vién Dong Bac
¢S (Bulletin de I'Ecole Francaise d'Extréme-Orient) dang in.
Theo tac gia, sé gobm bon tap 16n. Hién nay Vién Bao Tang Sai
Gon da nhan tap thud nhit chia lam hai quyén nhan dé: «Iex-
ploration archeologique et les fouilles Oc-Eo», Paris 1959,
Tome Premier, «Texte», Tome Premier «Planches» (Sach tham
ctu khéo ¢6 ndi vé cudc dao tim c6 tich tai Oc-Eo, tdp nhiit
chia ra mét quyén vé luin van, mot quyén vé hinh anh.) (Nay
tron b da xuét ban roi.)
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4. Noi chan Phu Nam trén vung
Thuy Chan Lap la ngusi Cam Bot

Khong néi déau xa, tu dau thé ky thu
XVII, ngudi Cam Bot da cé mat tai ving
Sai Gon lau r6i Nhung ho khong khai
thac chi ca. Ho chi an hoa lgi tu nhién:
thu riing, 1am san; 14 1gp nha, cay lam cui,
v.v... Bang c& hién hién la khi lot vé tay
ngudi Viét, Sai Gon van la mot thon qué
ring, ruong, vo danh.

Nghiém ra rang ngudi Khmer sanh
dé tai Nam Viét, phat am khong giong
y giong Khmer trén Nam Vang. Tinh
trang nay c6 thé so sanh lai véi tinh trang
ngudi Vit vung Ca Mau Bac Liéu giong
noi van khac giong Sai Gon hodc giong
Ha No¢i Doi v6i tiéng Khmer, trén Nam
Vang, dung nhiéu chi “r” ¢ thé n6i moi
tiéng noi, gan nhu mai c6 danh lusi Trai
lai mién Nam Luc Tinh, dian Khmer nuo6t
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«w_»

gan mat chd “r”. Ty du trén kia néi «Préam
riet» (1a 5 dong bac) thi dudi nay ho noéi
«Péam vyiel», v.v... chua quen tai, khong
hiéu ho muén néi gi.

Bdi ria, vé€ danh tt “Sai Gon” déi véi
ngudi Cam Bot, khi ho goi:

a) Prei Kor (néu ho la ngudi Nam
Vang)

b) Prei Nokor
hoac

c) Pei—-ti-Ko (néu ho 1a ngudi Khmer
Luc Tinh)

d) Pei-dng-ko

Khién ngudi Viét ta diéc con ray va...
kho phén blét dlf()’C. [Tf)i xin sao luc ra day doan

Phap Van noi vé dién nay: «sur les origines de cette dénomina-
tion ghéographique, les hypotheses les plus ingénieuses ont eté
avancée Selon Pétrus Ky, qui prétend avoir découvert cette in-
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terprétation dans Iouvrage de Trinh Hoai Dtic, les deux carac-
teres / Saigon, signifieraient bois des ouatiers, contenant ainsi
une allysion aux nombreux kapokiers qui se rencontraient, pa-
rait-il, autregois dans la région. Le D6c-Phu-Su Lé Van Phat
avait cru pouvoir pousser cette interprétation tres loin, et en dé-
duire que la Plaine des Tombeaux avait été jadis une forét iné-
puisable Comme dans le domaine des étymologies on nen est
gueére a une hypothese, l'abile Doc-Pht n'avait pas manque de
soliciter le sens des mots de desverses facons, afin d en tirer une
explication propre a satisfaire des exugenees de son esprit. Il en
résultait que Sai Gon pouvait étre dérivé du nom cambodgien
Prei Kor (a) qui signigie fores des kapokiers.Il pouvait étre aus-
si l'adaptation des mots siamois Cai-ngon, cest-adire brousse
des kapokiers, que les Laotiens emploient encore, affirmait-il,
pour désigner la capitale de la Cochinchine (b). / «En réalité,
lancienne ville cambodgienne, dont la tradition a conservé le
souvenir, sappelait Prei Nokor, désignation quEtienne Aymo-
nier traduit par les termes forét royale mais que le P. Tandart,
dans son dictionnaire cambodgien—francais, propose de repré-
senter par lexpression ville de la foret, en rapportant Norkor
au mot pali nagaram qui équivaut a cité, ville ou forteresse». a)
Seule a notre connaissance, Adhémard Leclere, a mentionné le
nom de Prei Kor quil a identifié a Prei Nokkor dans le Sdach
Kan, bulletin de la Société des Etudes Indochinoises, deuxieme
semestre 1910, page 26. Prei Kor pourrait se traduire plutot par
Forét des bouefs que par Forét des Kapokiers. / b) Note sur
lIérymologie du nom de Saigon extreme- Asie, octobre 1931.
page 227-229. Dans une revue ephemere Tourisme, publiée a
Saigon, diverese étymologies avaient été antéricurement pro-
posées. ef N.16 (7 Aout 1925)]
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Va trong bon cach phat am trén,
tudng can ghi lai hai cdch Nam Vang, c6
phan khoa hoc, dang tin cay hon, nhung
trong hai cdch dy cling chua phan biét
cach nao dung nghia ctia ngudi xua.

Prei, prey: rting, khong con ai chdi
cai.

Kor: Ko, Ku: ¢6 hai nghia khic han
nhau: Khi “kor” la gon, Prei-kor la “Ruing
gc‘)n”. Khi khac thi “Kor»: «Ki»: boeuf,
Prei-Kor tuc la “Ruing bo™?

Co6 mot ty du: Bockor: bauk kii: boeuf
a bosse: bo u. Co6 Tandart, sanh vé Mién
ng, lai cat nghia: Nokor do «Nagaram»
tiéng Nam Phan (Pali), dong nghia véi
chii “thanh” Viét Hdn ty trong cac danh
tu: thanh thi, do thi (cité); thanh pho
(ville).
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Mot tu vi Mién Phap ntia dich: No-
kor: royaume: quoc. Vay thi: Prei-Nokor
la lam quéc.

Cac thuyét trén cho phép ta dinh
chting “Nokor” la giong kinh chg, giong
cac nha hay cht thong thai trén Nam
Vang, ché ngudi Khmer... mién luc tinh,
nudc phen cing ludi, quen noi trai be,
thud nay, d¢€ am chi Sai Gon, ho dung
mot danh tu 1o 16 nghe tuong tu “Pei-u-
ko” hay “Peang-ko” khong r6 chac dugc.

Bang nhu ¢6 ai hoi ho sat dé qua, dé
tranh cdi khd, ho duing mét danh ti khdc,
10 rét khong con choi cdi va lam 1on nia,
ay la danh tu “srock' yuong» ta am ra

15 Srock bién ra tiéng Viét la “Soc¢” tlic xt clia ngudi Mién 6.
Vé sau, “s6¢” nghia la xti, viing. Ty du: S6¢ thé, s6¢ moi, s6¢ viét
(Sock yuong). Vé danh tii “Yuong” hay “Yuonn” hodc “duong’,
chua ai giai nghia nghe 6n thoa. C6 thuyét cho «duong” do tiéng
Phan trong “Yuong na” ttic 1a ngudi ngoai kiéu. Cat nghia lam
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“S6¢c Duong” dé chi xu Sai Gon. Ly theo
diém nay va cdn cu hai chii nén tho “Srock
yuong’, thi ngusi Cam Bt ty ngan xua
da ngam ngam nhin nhan dat Sai Gon la
lanh tho Viét Nam khong chéi duge. Dan
Khmer Luyc Tinh la ngudi tri 6¢ moc mac
chat phac, ngudi cui luc lam an, khong
bi€t ndi ldo va khong biét nguy bién!

Do cac thuyét Lang sa ké trén, ta c6
thé két luan:

Dudi théi dai cam-bot-dién, Sai Gon
1a nudc, xu & gitia riing (Prei Mokor). Vin
theo thuyét nay danh tu “Sai Gon”, trudc

vay e thong thai qua, soi téc ché lam doi, theo y t6i phai chang
«duong» do tiéng choét danh tit “An nam qudc vuong” ctia vua
chua ta dung d€ xung ho doi trudc ma cd. Nguoi Khmer quen
ndi tiéng mot, danh tii “An nam qudc vuong” qua dai dong bé
miéng, bé moi, khé néi, nén ho dung gon chit “vuong” cling da
va “vuong” bién lan “yuongy» v.v... Cé danh tii nam 1945-1946
ngudi Mién duing lam khau hiéu 1a “Cap dudng”. “Cap” 1a chém
dau, “Cép duodng” la chém dau thang Viét!).

Phdn thiv hai



Sai Gon nadm xwa | 77

dinh do "Prei Nokor" la “riing gon'®”
khong viing. Nay nén dich “lam quoc”
dang hon. Tém lai. danh tu “Sai Gon”
khong at do dién "Prei Nokor” ma co.

16 Trong tap “Souvenirs historiques” cu Truong Vinh Ky qua
quyét ngudi Khmer xua cé trong gon chung quanh don Cay
Mai va chinh ngudi con trong théy vai géc ¢6 thu nay tai ving
ay nam 1885.

Thir tim hiéu bé'i ddu ma cé danh tir "Sai Gon”



78 | Vwong Hong Sén

5. Theo diau ngudi Tau, nam 1680
dén mién Nam, nam 1778 1ap D€ Ngan

Tl 1680, da c¢6 ddu chan Han tu trén
day dat mién Nam nhung ho lui t6i dong
dao trén vung Sai Gon nhit la ti ndm
1778.

Tai liéu nay thay ro rang trong bo
sach “Annuaire de la Cochinchine Fran-
caise pour l'année 1866». Noi trang 83 va
84 cua quyén sach hiém c6 nay, muc ndi
vé thanh ph6 “CHQ LON”, tac gia 1a hai
quan Trung uy Francis GARNIER, thanh
tra chinh tri ban xt, viét nguyén vin bang
tiéng Phap, toi xin sao luc ra day da sau:

«CHOLEN. - Vers la fin du XVIle
siecle, plusuieurs milliers dr Chinois pré-
férant lexil a la domination tartare, par-
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tirent de Canton, pour demander des
terres a lempereur dAnnam. Celui-ci
leur désigna la Basse Cochinchine: il se
débarassait de la sorte d'une multitude
trop hardie pour ne pas devenir bientot
dangereuse, et en faisait, en méme temps,
lavantcoureur de ses projets de conquéte
sur le Cambodge. Les émegrés se diri-
gerent donc vers le pays de Gia Dinh, et
sétablirent a Mitho et a Bien Hoa. Ce der-
nier point se développa rapidement sous
leur influence, et l'ile Cou-lao—pho de-
vint le point fréquenté ou chaque année
de nombreuses jonques vinent entrepo-
ser leurs marchandises.

«A partir de ce moment, on voit les
Chinois jouer un grand rdle dans toutes
les guerres qui eurent une partie de I'In-
dochine pur théatre, et, aussi redoutés
comme adversaires, imposer parfois des
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conditions aux diverses parties belligé-
rantes. Ce fut ainsi que, a peu pres a la
méme époque, le Chinois MAC CUU
sempara de Hatien, sur le Cambodge,
pour le compte de la cour de Huie, et recut
de celle—ci, pour lui et ses descendants,
Iinvestiture de la province dont cette
ville est la capitale. Hatien devint bien-
tot peuplée et florissante et garde encore,
aux yeux des Annamites, cette réputation
délégance et de civilisation dont la colo-
nisation chinoise a toujours eu le prestige
pour eux.

«Un siecle plus tard (1773), la révolte
des TAYON quiectala tout, dabord dans
les montagnes de la province de Qui-
Nhon, et sétendit repidement dans le sud,
chassa de Bien—-Hoa le mouvement com-
mercial qu'y avaient attiré les Chinois.
Ceux-ci abandonnerent Cou-lao-pho,
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remonterent de fleuve de Tan-Binh, et
vinrent choisir la position actuele de
CHOLEN. Cette création date denvin-
ron 1778. Ils appelérent leur nouvelle ré-
sidence TAI-NGON ou TIN-GAN. Le
nom transformé par les Annamites en
celui de SAIGON fut depuis appliqué a
tort, par lexpédition francaise, au SAI-
GON actuel dont la dénomination locale
est BEN-NGHE ou BEN THANH.

“Mais la rébellion ne sarréta pas
a la conquéte de la province de Bien
Hoa: le chef des TAY-SON Nguyen Van
Nhac pénétra peu apres dans la prov-
ince de PHAN-YEN (Gia-Dinh), battit
les troupes impériales, et passa au fil de
Iépée tous les Chinois établis a Saigon
(1782).

“Il en périt plus de dix mille, dit 'au-
teur du “Gia Dinh Thanh thung chi’, a
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qui nous empruntons tous ces détails;
la terre fut couverte de cadavres depuis
Ben-Nghe jusqua Saigon, et comme on
les jetait dans la riviere, elle en fut réel-
lement arrétée dans son cours; personne
ne voulut manger du poisson pendant
un escape de temps qui ne dura pas
moins de trois mois. Les marchandises
de toutes sortes appartenant aux Chinois
telles que thé, étoffes de soie, remedes,
parfums, parpiers, joinchérent la route
pendant longtemps, sans que personne
osat y toucher. Lannée daprés (année
Qui-Meo - 1873), le prix du thé sélevait
jusqua 8 ligatures la livre, une aiguille
coutait jusqu’a 1 tayen; toutes les march-
andises augmentérent de prix a propor-
tion (Traduction AUBARET).

“On peut juger par ces lignes de
”historien officiel de Gia—-Dinh, de I'im-
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portance quavait déja a cette époque a
colonie chinoise de CHOLEN, et dans
quelle dépendance du commerce chinois
était tombée la contrée entirére.

“Quand GIA-LONG, maitre enfin
de ces états, eut rétabli la paix dans les
provinces de la Basse Cochinchine, Cho-
len recouvra bient6t toute son activité et
toute sa richesse, et la persévérance chi-
noise, triomphant des restrictions com-
merciales et des vexations de tout genre,
en fit bient6t la marché le plus important
des six provinces. La défense dexporta-
tion étendue a presque toutes les denrées
autres que le riz, [édit qui limitait le nom-
bre des Chinois, les lois somptuaires qui
leur étaient appliquées, ne lasserent ni
leur habileté, ni leur génie commercial.
Toutes mesures qui netaient, dailleur,
pour les mandarins que des occasions de
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corruption de plus, nempéchérent pas
les Chinois de construire a leurs frais a
Cholen des quais en pierre sur une éten-
due de plusieurs kilométres, et de con-
tribuer pour une part considérable au
creusement de canal destiné a relier le
Binh Duong ou Vam-Ben-Nghe (arroyo
Chinois) au Ruot-Ngua qui aboutit au
Rach-Cat (1819). Le-Ruot-Ngua avait
été lui méme canalisé en 1772. En méme
temps, on acheva les travaux de l'arroyo
de la Poste, dont le creusement avait été
ébauché des 1755. En 1820, la route com-
merciale du Cambogde a Saigon par Mi-
tho se trouva completement terminée, et
a partir de ce moment, Cholen redevint
lentrepot nécessaire de toutes les denrées
de cette riche zone” (Annuaire de la co-
chinchine Francaise pour 'année 1886,
pages 83-84).
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Cu theo thuyét nay, ngudi Tau dung
thuyén buom chuyén ché hang héa, to
lua, tréi cay kho va tuci v.v... ctia xt ho
qua du tri tai Cu lao Pho (Bién Hoa).
(Mai vé sau, ho van dung thuyén cay
chay buom dé ché laa gao, ca kho, tram
huong cta Nam Viét qua Trung Quoc,
va ban tré vé Nam néu khong du to lya
hang hoa, ho con cé sang kién ché da,
gach, do gom, dé€ viia cho thuyén du stic
kham s6ng it nhoi, viia c6 du d6 dung dé
xdy cat chua chién tai Viét Nam y mot
thé thic nhu bén xi ho). Vao thoi &y,
ngudi Tau van la nhiing tay loi hai va dac
luc am trg moi cach va ca hai bén vao
cac cudc noOi loan mién Nam. C6 thé néi
hé ho dya vao bén nao la bén 4y c6 phan
chac thang dich tha dé dang. Dan chung
né uy danh ho va kiéng sg vo luc bao tan

Thir tim hiéu bé'i ddu ma cé danh tir "Sai Gon”



86 | Vwong Hong Sén

ctia ho, tham chi céc tay lanh tu duong
thoi: Nhac, Hué, Nguyén Anh ciing lgi
dung ho dé mugn thé “lay gido Tau dam
Chéc” cho ho sat hai lan nhau bét. Xét
ra doi nao ciing c6 ho dm trg ta chdng
lai Trung Quoc véi danh nghia “di than
Minh Mat’, ho 1a ngudi goc Han toc lai
“ta” rat suong tay linh dé€ dudi sam Man
Thanh va biét dau chiing, trong tran
Dong Da, ha chang c6 quén si Tau huoi
ma tau dm tr¢ vua Quang Trung danh
gidc Chéc!

Cing nhu duéi danh tu héi kin, nhu
gan day cdé “Thién Dia Hoi”, nao “Nghia
Hoa Doan’, nao “Nghia Hung Doan’, tu
ngan xua ho da tiing lam mua lam gid
mot thdi va danh gidc mudén cho ca hai
phe, khi theo chua Nguyén Anh, khi theo
Tay Son Nhac Hué va vé sau cung, thi cé
ho nup dudi bong c& Pen, trg giup trieu
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dinh Hué chdng quéan doi Phap thoi Tu
Dic, va nip dudi hiéu linh “Tu Mat,
Phan Xich Long” phd kham cii Sai Gon va
lam phan chong chanh pha D6 ho Phap
16i 1914-1915. Anh hung bét dac chi,
san tanh phiéu luu, ho cu xt khong khac
cac nhéan vat, cac “dai ca”’ trong truyén
Tau bat ha, khi lam tuéng cudp khi lai
t€ khon pho nguy! Nhung cling bgi tanh
dn 6 khong minh bach, nén khi Tay Son
ndi day (1773), kéo co bach thang vao
Nam, thuan tay, ho bén quét dudi quan
Tau ra khoéi Cu lao Pho (Bién Hoa) la
noi tan quan Minh dén lap co s6 tii nam
1680. Khi ay, nhiing khach thuong Tau
mat cho beén rat lui theo con song Tan
Binh (Bén Nghé), ho nham xem dia thé,
can nhac ky cang thién thai dia 1gi va sau
rot ho lya vung dat ¢ gitia chen dudng
My Tho di Ct lao Pho ma xay dung tan
s0, tan sG nay sau trd nén thanh pho Chg

Thir tim hiéu bé'i ddu ma cé danh tir "Sai Gon”
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L6n ngay nay vay. Tac gid Grancis Gar-
nier, qua quyét: THI TRAN CHG LON
DO NGUOI TAU TAO LAP VAO NAM
1778 DAY THOL. Thi trdn nay viia phét
dat chua dugc bén nam nam dén 1782,
thi ngd nan 16n: nam ay, chua Tay Son
Nguyén Van Nhac danh lay dugc thanh
Phan Yén (Gia Dinh), thtia colam co sach
ngudi Tau mot phen ntia (S& di Tay Son
gian dai nhu thé, theo mdt gia thuyét toi
dugc nghe gia nghiém ké lai, c6 1é mot
phan do hau qua nhiing c& gian bac lan
gitia cac tay t6 Tau va Bién Nhac nam
xua, mdt phan khac quan trong hon, 1a
lai da khong tiép tay chéng Nguyén Anh
ma con ti€ép té luong phan, v.v...). Sau
tran gidc 1782, theo Trinh Hoai Dic
thuat lai, thi hang hoéa cdc tiém budn
Tau nhu tra, vai lya, thudc men, huong
liéu, gidy ma du loai bi tudén ra bd buia
bai lénh khén ngap dudng sd, hen lau

Phdn thiv hai
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nhu vay ma khong ai ddm ré ddm mét
lugm vé xai. Qua nam 1783, gid hang
héa vut 1én ma nggp: kim may moi cay
moét lugng bac, tra Tau tdm quan tién
mot can,... Con noi chi s6 binh si va
thuong dan Tau bi chét dam chét lui ké
trén s6 muon, tham chi thay ma l6p nam
chat dat, ngon ngang tii vam Bén Nghé
dén tan kinh Chg Lén, 16p khac bi chuoi
xuong nudc, xac ma da, thang chong
keo lénh mot khuc sdng, lam cho ngét
ba bon thang trudng, dan nghe nhac ma
én xuong song khong ddm ré dén miéng
thit xuong thit cd! Nhung ngudi Tau qua
la giong déan giau tinh nhan nai nhat thé
giGi: tinh coi ho that bai to tat lam vay
ma ho khong bo co s6 1am dn. It lau sau
ho gay dung lai co s6 Chg Lén, c6 moi
sung tuc thinh vigng hon trude ba boi.
Ho lay dat dap thém bo kinh chd méi tao
14p, cdn da thém cao rdo va kién c6. Va céd

Thir tim hiéu bé'i ddu ma cé danh tir "Sai Gon”
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1é dé ghi nhé cong trang nay ho dat tén
ch6 mdi la “Tai-Ngon”, hoac “Tin-Gan’,
ma phat am theo giong Quang Dong thi
nghe ra “Thay Ngonn” hay “Thi Ngon”
Xét theo mat chi, thi “Tai-Ngon”, “Tin-
Gan’, “Thay Ngonn”, “Thi Ngon” doc
theo giong Viét la “Dé Ngan™:

bé, bé: 1a cdi bg, cdi dé ngan nudc.

bé: cling c6 nghia la nam lay (bé
cuong khiét lanh la nam lady cai day l6n
ctia cai ludi, tlic nhién cd cai ludi sé
truong ra; kéo cai ¢ 4o thi ca chiéc do
nhéc lén. Nghia bong: nam 14y cho chu
yéu. K€ ra khi di lya dia thé, da la dat ca
mot hy vong 16n roi.)

Ngan: bd song cao doc.

Pé Ngan 1a ving Chg Lén cii ngay
nay vay (truy ra la xom Quéng Dong
Nhai cho miéu Quan D€, miéu Tam Hoi).

Phdn thiv hai
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Con khi khéc ntia, ho dung danh
tu “Tay Cong” ma ho phat am nghe “Xi
coon” hodc “Xay-coéon” (theo giong
Quang). Theo y tdi day la cach phat am
gitia ngudi Tau véi nhau d€ dm chi viing
dat ma ngudi Phap hiéula “Sai Gon” ngay
nay, vung ghi theo tiéng “Sai Gon” do
giong Tau, viing cia nguoi Viét an va o,
vung ay tuc la vung chg cii Sai Gon, ngot
trdm ndm veé trudc, xua kia thué Nam
Tri€u goi la “Chg Vai’, thudc khu pho lau
chung quanh Tong Ngan kho ngay nay:
dudong Nguyén Hué, Ngo6 Dic Ké, Vo Di
Nguy, Phu Kiét, dn lan ra phé Kinh lap
(Ham Nghi), v.v... va day 1a cach nhai
giong noi, nhai ti€ng “Sai Gon” cua ta,
ch6 khong dung theo chit viét sén P4 H.
“Xi-céon” giong Quang viét ra Han tu
thanh “Tay Cong” nhu vay la chac chan
roi! Xin diing hiéu theo mot van si tré,
giau 6c tudng tugng nhung tung dé, ghi

Thir tim hiéu bé'i ddu ma cé danh tir "Sai Gon”
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trén tap chi “Phé thong” do no cat nghia
“Tay Cong” la thanh tri ctia vua Ty Duc
ngay xua cong hién cho Tay!To6i khong
theo phdi bao hoang nhung tudng viét
lam vay, nho ngoi but, nhuc qudc thé,
nguoi nudc ngoai cuoi; thém dac tdi véi
tién nhan.

Tém lai: Tay C6ng P8 H, Xi-cdon,
la xém Viét, Sai Gon clia ngudi Nam,
khong phéi x6m Tau trong Chg Lén, ttic
Thay-Ngonn, chii viét doc la D€ Ngan.

Co y nghe ngudi Tau khi néi chuyén
v6i nhau, khi ra di choi viing “Sai Gon”;
ho noi gon 16n “hui Cai Xi”, ma “Cai Xi”
& day la “nhai thi” ttic “chg”, hodc gia ho
ndi “xanh cai xi” 1a “tan nhai thi’, ttc la
“chg mé6i”(chg Viét méi). Khi nao mudn
am chi Chg Lén Tau, ho lai dung danh
tu “Thay Ngonn”, la D€ Ngan vay.

Phdn thiv hai
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Viét — ta ndi: SAT GON.

Tau - ho néi: THAY NGOON, X1
CUN.

Ai muodn hiéu thé nao thi hiéu!

Gan day hon hét, khi hai d6 thi sat
nhip lam mot “Tay Cong don véi Dé
Ngan lam mot khoéi duy nhat’, Tau ho
dung mot danh tl hét stic gon va sang,
ay la Tay Deé.

Tré lai dau vét t6 tién Viét

Cai 1on x0n rac roi lam cho ngay nay
ching ta dién d4u kho biét dia diém dau
1a Sai Gon chinh thc, truy ra, cling tai

Lang sa ma cd!

1. Thanh Sai Gon do Minh Mang day
xay ndm 1836, vi tri & gan Ba Son.

Thir tim hiéu bé'i ddu ma cé danh tir "Sai Gon”
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2. Chg Bén Thanh (& gan bén va
thanh) phan ra hai chg:

a. Chg Cia & cho Tong Ngian Kho
ngay nay, do Chg Vai ngay xua Tay cat lai
bang gach va sudn kéo sat, phd bd nam
1913.

b. Chg Méi la chg ngay nay quen goi
Chg Mé6i Bén Thanh, Tau goi “Tan Nhai
thi” hay von ven “Cai Xi”, khéi cong ndm
1912, dén thang 3 ndm 1941, chg cat rdi,
an 1€ lac thanh, tiéng don rum beng c6
cd den, chung c) bay bang, xe bong, hat
ngoai trdi v.v...; cac bai bdo viét ming
bai “mting lé khai tan thi” xudng hoa
khong dut.

3. Hai viing nay gdp lai c6 tén la Bén
Nghé.

Phdn thiv hai
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Trongluc dy thi ngudi Tau dung danh
tu “Thay Ngonn” (Dé Ngan) dé€ goi viing
buén ban “Chg Lén” va danh tu “Xi-
Coon” (Tay Cong) dé am chi xém Viét
tic chg Bén Thanh (tu xua dén 1919 su
bu6n ban van nam trong tay Hoa kiéu,
nguoi Viét bat dau qua nghé thuong mai
chi tti 1920 vé sau).

Thir tim hiéu béi dau ma cé danh tir "Sai Gon"
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Kip dén budi Tay qua, ding trudc
danh ti “Bén Nghé” va “Sai Gon” thi
hai chti “Bén Nghé” doi véi Tay liu ludi
kho noi qua, nén chi san uy luc ké chién
thang trong tay, TAy bén ép cac sac dan
Nam, Cha, Chéc déu phai bo danh tu
“Bén Nghé’, va dé thay vao do, Tay ép
dung hai tiéng “Sai Gon'”, viia kéu gion,
vtia dé doc (cting nhu ho da doc va noi
“Cholen” thay vi “Chg Lén’, rdi doc va
néi “Da Kao” thay vi “Pat HQ”. Dan ta
bat chudc theo ma con dn néi manh dan
hon ntia, cho dén ngay nay ho di r6i ma
cdc danh tlf ngoai lai nay chua hét han).
Mot lac, d€ chon tén dit cho kinh do
Nam Viét, Tay da nghi dén danh ti “Gia
Dinh” nhung ho lai ché la di tich cyu
trao, khéu ggi chuyén xua nén ho khong

dung. Ké d6, ho muén chon danh tu “Ba
17 Hoéi doi Linh muc B4 Pa Loc da ning dung danh tir “Sai
Gon” trong thu tin nhung dén 16i 1860 danh tit nay méi phd
bién rong va thong nhat.

Phdn thiv hai
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Chiéu”, nhung ho cling khéng thau nhan
vi “Ba Chiéu” nhu “Gia Dinh” 1a tén ct
cua trao xua, ho c6 tranh, lai ntia “khi
viét lai viét thau, hodc dung gai dién tin,
sg e c6 khi doc hiéu lam la “Bac Liéu” thi
khén”.

Toém lai, danh tu “Sai Gon” tré nén
bat ti vi nguoi Viét, ngudi Tau trong
lic dam thoai v6i Lang sa hodc viét tho
hay ky giao keo v6i ho; mot ntia chiéu
y ngudi méi, mot nda “ninh Tay”, bén
dung luén danh tit “Sai Gon” thay thé
danh ti “Bén Ngh¢’, lau ngay quen tai
quen mat va cang pho bién réng thém
mai, khi€n nén “Sai Gon” da soan ngodi
“Bén Nghé” va “Bén Nghé” thinh thodng
chi con nghe noi trong giGi ngudi cod cyu
dat Gia Dinh chinh cong ma thoi.

Thir tim hiéu bé'i ddu ma cé danh tir "Sai Gon”
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PHAN THU BA

6. Sai Gon dudi trao Nguyén Anh
(1774-1820)

Tht nhic lai vai nét an théi & thoi
Quan Lén Thuong

7. Sai Gon duéi trao Minh Mang
(1820-1840)

That ra, kho ma tom tat trong vai cau
ngan gon va day du vé dién tich chung
quanh thanh va dit Sai Gon. Mu6n hiéu
van dé nay, phai chiu khé tim dau goét
vua Gia Long trong nhiing ndm nguoi

Sai Gon dwdi trao Nguyén Anh, Minh Mang
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bon tdu trong Nam, tli nim 1774, va theo
ddi cac vi vua chia nha Nguyén dén nam
khia chién cling binh Phap 1a nam 1859.

Phan nay chia ra:

1. Thoi dai Nguyén Anh (tif nim
1774 dén nam 1820). (Nguyén Phiic Anh
xung chua tu 1774-1802, tic la vi hoang
dé lay d€ hiéu Gia Long tu 1802- 1820).

(Xem mot doan ta vé vai nét an thoi
¢ dudi triéu hai vua Gia Long va Minh
Mang lic quan Ta quéan con lam Toéng
tran tai Gia Dinh);

2. Sau nam bién co6 1859;

3. Tay dén Tay di (dut trudéc nam ky
hiép dinh Geneve 1954).

6. Sai Gon duéi trao Nguyén Anh
(1774-1820)

Phdn thiv ba
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Tht nhic lai vai nét an théi & thoi
Quan 16n Thugng

Coéi Nam, dén nam 1772, Chua
Nguyén déng d6 ¢ Hué. Laim canh lung
dau tho dich, trén thi Chaa Trinh Sam
sai tuéng binh danh xudng, duéi lai bi
quan Tay Son ndi day, giét 1én.

Qua ndam 1774, Nguyén Dué Tong
cung hai chdu la Muc Vuong va Nguyén
Anh phai roi Hué dao ty vao Déng Nai.

TlU nam 1774 dén nam 1789, ngodt
15 nam, Chua Nguyén Anh bi Tay Son
danh dudi, chay gian khap noi, khi thi
vé nuong nau vung Sai Gon, ma vé nhu
vay 6 cing khong dugc lau, khi 1& gét
luu vong khap mién Ca Mau (luc bay gic
goi 1a BDong Xuyén), khi lai chay 4n trén
ngoai hon Phu Quéc (1782- 1786). Moi
ndm cd dén mua gidé thuan thi binh Tay

Sai Gon dwdi trao Nguyén Anh, Minh Mang
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Son trdy thuyén vao Nam rudng kiém,
quyét tin diét dong Nguyén Phuc.

Chta Nguyén Anh 4n nup mién
Nam con dé lai nhiéu cdm tinh trong dan
chung. Cho dén ngay nay, ngudi luc tinh
con cl dat tén con dua dau long ludn
luon la “thd hai” r6i “thd ba’, “thu tu’,
v.v... vi kiéng chit “cd” riéng danh tudng
niém 6ng Hoang Ca la Pong cung Canh.

Trong tha choi am chén, di tich “Gia
Long tdu qudc” con ghi lai & vai bo chén
tra co, toi biét c6 dén ba kiéu vé khac
nhau. Ca ba kiéu déu vé hinh mét khach
1it hanh ding doc than bd song bén kia,
tda ho dang chd mot chiéc thuyén con
lting 16 gitia voi ra rudc khac nhau chang
la tai hai cau thi:

Mot bd chén thi:

Phdn thiv ba
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“Binh kiéu nhon hoan do,
Chuyén luc tiéu thuyén lai”

(Cau viing, ngudi kéu do, ra suc,
thuyén lai gan).

Moét b6 chén khac niia thi:
“Ngu gia do hoang gia,
Am tinh ng¢ dé tinh”

(Ong chai d¢ 6ng vua, sao am gip
sao dé).

Bo thu ba vé y hai by trudc duy
khong cé dé thi.

Nghiém ra b¢ “Binh kiéu...” c6 1& c6
hon bd “Ngu gia’, nhung cting khong c6
gi dam qua quyét. Trai lai bo “Ngu gia...”
noéi sat dé hon, tuy phai giong cao ky dé
vuong kho chiu! Con b ba, khoi ndi,

Sai Gon dwdi trao Nguyén Anh, Minh Mang
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khi hai bd truéc thong dung roi, ai ai déu
thudc dién tich nam long, cat nghia niia
1a thtia nén chi thg vé bé khong dé thi, vo
ich. Toi gdp ca thay c6 trén vai chuc bo ra
101, con tro troi cai dia ban 1€ loi, khong
thdy bo nao men gia ddn c6 kinh, c6 1é
toan méi ky ki€u vao thoi Tu Diic hodc
gan day: mot dia dep tuyét, ran da ran,
nét vé than tinh, thi hién chu no, 6ng bac
si H. mua dugc tai Hué, da mang ludn vé
Phép, mat dang biét tich cho my thuat xt
s&. Nay Vién Bao Tang Sai Gon c6 du hai
kiéu dia vé tich nay, bay tai phong trién
lam my thuat Viét. Thang Ba duong lich
1960, tinh c¢ td6i mua dugc mot chén
tong va hai chén quan vé tich nay (thiéu
mot chén quan va mot dia ban). Hién
duéi day dé “Tan Suu” (1841). Theo t6i,
day la bo chén c6 nhtit kiéu “Gia Long
tau quoc” do st bd nam dau Thiéu Tri
sang Tau mang vé.

Phdn thiv ba
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Nam 1789, Nguyén Anh ca thing
Tay Son, thau dugc Sai Gon va ra linh
xay dap thanh tri thém kién c6. Tinh ra
thanh nay xay nam Canh Tuét (1790)
dén ndm Minh Mang tht 16 (1835) thi
bi ha, von ven dung chi bon muoci ldm
ndm, uong qua! V€ sau st sach goi day la
“Gia Dinh phé thanh”

Nam 1784, linh muc Ba Pa Loc dua
Hoang tu Canh sang Phap qudc dinh cau
ctu vién, chuyén vé nam 1789 (14-07-
1789) Ba Da Loc dan dudng cho mot s6
v0 quan va quan nhon Phap, nhon tranh
nan Cach mang ddo chanh doét khoi mot
ngay nao dé bén xu ho, nén tinh nguyén
dau quan dudi cd Nguyén Chua Thanh
Sai Gon do Gia Long ra linh xay cat la
do quan Oliver de Puymanuel'® (cling c6

18 Ngay 15 thang 5 nam thu 51 Canh Hung (27-6-1790) de
Puymanuel dugc Chuia Nguyén Anh sic phong “Kham Sai
Cai Doi Thanh Oai hau” (theo Bulletin de Société des Etudes

Sai Gon dwdi trao Nguyén Anh, Minh Mang
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sach viét de Puymanel) - 6ng nay Viét
danh 1a “Ong Tin”, x4y theo kiéu Vauban:
thanh xay tdm goc theo Bat Quai, chii
goi “Quy Thanh” Vach cao mudi lam
thudc moc, tinh ra 16i bon thudc tay 18
tam tac (4m80), toan bang da ong Bién
Hoa ki€u “luc lang"”. Nam 1926, khi thg
dao moéng cat nha choc troi géc dudng
Tu Do va Gia Long (building Catinat),
thi gap dudi dat cat 16i ndam thudc sau
tac tdy bé sau (5m60) moét mé da ong
luc lang, dinh chac d6 la chun cii vach
Thanh Sai Gon déi Gia Long xay ndm
1790. (Bulletin de la Société des Etudes
Indochinoises, N. Octobre — Decembre
1934, truong 48).

Indochinoises ndm 1935, truong 37.)

19 Goi “luc lang” vét cé sau khia: binh luc ling, da luc lang.
Céay luc lang la cay tron ma c6 khia, ciy bén chac. Thang luc
lang 12 dta ngang tang khong biét phép (Pai Nam Quéc Am
Tu Dién - Huynh Tinh Cta)

Phdn thi ba
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Mot di tich khdc ciing cua “Quy
Thanh” lai dao thay nam 1935 tai nha
thuong Don Dat, géc dudng Lagrandiere
(Gia Long) va LaFont (Chu Manh Trinh).
Theo 6ng Charles Lemire thi dudng La-
grandiere cii la con dudng dap trén hao
thanh xua Hién mé da luc lang® tim
dugc nam 1926 con luu tri tai kho cta
Vién Bao Tang trong vudn Bach Thao dé
lam dau tich.

Theo 6ng Truong Vinh Ky ké lai thi
trung tam thanh 1790 & dung trung tam
nha thd 16n Duc Ba hién nay, noi day
thud xua c6 dung moét cay co linh to 16n.
Theo 6ng L.Malleret da nghién ctu ky
cang thi cd linh nay phai dat 16i trén con
dudng Hai Ba Trung mdi trung chd, vi
thud do dudng nay la trung tam dao chia
thanh Gia Long lam hai phia bang nhau

20 Nhiing tang da luu lai do dugc 0m34 x 0m34 x Om11.

Sai Gon dwdi trao Nguyén Anh, Minh Mang
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(B.S.E.Indm 1935, trang 45). Ciing trong
tap B.S.E.I nam 1935 nay, noi trang 53,
tac gia ké khi xua ldc dao nén mong dé
xay nha thd Duc Ba cé gap mot 16p tro,
cdy, gach va da chdy lun vun day trén ba
tac tay (0m30), dinh chiing dé la di tich
kho liong mé ctia giac KHOI bi binh
linh Minh Mang do6t nam 1835 khi pha
Quy Thanh. Trong doéng tro nay, thg
dao dat da gdp 1énh kénh ngén ngang
nao xac tién diéu, tién kém bi lta chay
ra khoi keo quanh lai, nao dan sing to
bdng gang sat, baing da khoi, nao hai cét
tré con con dung trong hii trong vo.

Cu theo tai liéu Truong Vinh Ky
thi bon vach Quy Thanh, am theo bon
hudng, c6 thé noéi & lot vao:

1. bong: dudng Lé Thanh Ton (d’Es-
pagne cii).

Phdn thiv ba
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2. Tay: dudng Phan Dinh Phung
(Richaud ca).

Cach nay gan bon chuc nam, thué
nho, t6i nhé lai géc Phan Dinh Phung
chay qua dai 16 Dinh Tién Hoang (Al-
bert ler ci1), c6 mét hao thanh sau hom,
trén khoang Albert ler cé dit hai cay
cau bac qua hai hao can (hao trong va
hao ngoai), anh ban nao xua tling hoc
trudong Chasseloup 16i 1920-1925, di la
mat noi day hoi do at con nhé ro; thém
thud ay cd moét chiéc xe hoa ca xich ca
xac (le tortillard) chay ngang day phun
khéi phun ltia uén minh vong quanh bg
thanh c@ coi nhu con ran dai, oai nghi
kha dai! Vé sau hao thanh bi l14p dan mat
dang, cho thi trong dau ro6i bién thanh
S6 Canh Nong va Trai Gia dinh Binh Si
Hong Thap Ty, ché mdéi boi day dung
l1én Vién Quoéc Gia khdo vé€ vi trung va

Sai Gon dwdi trao Nguyén Anh, Minh Mang
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binh ly gia suc, cho cit dinh thuy cac nhan
vién hang Hang Khong. M6t di tich hao
thanh khac ntta con sét lai la 16i dudng
Mac Dinh Chi va Tran Cao Van (Massig-
es va Larclauze cti); & goc nay*' khoang
nam 1924-1925 la noi dat trong, tu tap
dén nghe Nguyén An Ninh dién thuyét
va du tiéc dai Bui Quang Chiéu di Tay
trd veé, gbc nay sam uat, trudc day bon
muoi nam la chd dat thap lai lai co cat
ba cdn nha ngoi trét, thay toi la gido su
Bernard Bourotte hang néi thud éng con
¢ day dém dém thuong nghe nhiéu tiéng
ha la lung, ai khong tin tht hoi anh ban
than 4i Doc pha PV.V. da tliing & do li
gan chiu 6m rét, chiu bd mot dua con
vi dau bénh va tiing rén 6c nhiing dém
mua dai gio rit, ndng né nhiing oan hon
ma lanh hao thanh xua. Ciing x6m nay,

21 Nguyén An Ninh nhém hop & day trudc roi sau d6 maéi
1én ndi va dién thuyét trén dudng Lanzarotte.
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thud ay c6 nhiing tram xe lta dét tén rat
kéu: gare Larclause 1a ga Hang Sao; gare
“la Citadelle” la ga Hao Thanh, nay tén
“hao thanh” da nhudng lai cho san co da
banh va day nha nhiéu tling méi cat.

3. Bac: duong Dinh Tién Hoang (Al-
bert ler cti) ndi dai qua Cudng Dé (Luro
cll).

4. Nam: dudng Cong Ly (Mac Ma-
hon sau goi 1a Général de Gaulle). Hién
nay, & gitia khoang nha dong (Presby-
tere) nguyén vi tri goc thanh xua, con
nhiéu dau vét Quy Thanh, nhin kj con
nhin dugc.

Nhac lai, con duong Hai Ba Trung
(d6i Napoléon III tén Route Impériale,
sau nam 1870 d06i lai Nationale, tU ndm
1902 lay tén Paul Blanchy, r6i d6i tii nam
1952 la Trung N Vuong, dén nam 1955
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mdi thiét tho la dudng Hai Ba Trung) thi
vao doi bang Cuu, van cat xé Quy Thanh
ra hai phan bang nhau va an xuyén thiu
bén nay qua bén kia thanh.

Tam ctia Phan Yén Thanh nay con
ghi tén d€ lai ranh ré. Day la tai liéu theo
ong Truong Vinh Ky:

bong moén, cing goi 1la Cuaa Tién
gom hai ctia:

— Gia Dinh mon, day mat ra hudng
cho ci Sai Gon;

— Phan Yén mon, trén con dudng boc
theo kinh Cay Cam (nay con kinh nay da
bi ldp mat dang, nhung do biét trudc kia
né 6 gan Kho Dan cii). Tay mon, ciing
goi la Ctia Hau, gom hai cua:

— Vong Khuyét moén (&16i cau Bong);
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— Cung Thin mo6n (& 16i Cau Kiéu)
theo PKy.

Bac mén, ciing goi la Ctia T4, gobm
co:
— Hoai Lai mén (tr§ vé rach Thi

Nghe);

— Phuc Vién mon (cling tr6 vé rach
Thi Nghe);

Nam mon, ciing goi la Ctia Hau, gom

4

CO:

— Dinh Bién mon (16i nga tu Cong
Ly va Hong Thap Tu);

— Tuyén Hoa moén (dudng Cong Ly,
gan duong Feres Louis cii, nay la dudng
Vo6 Tanh).

Theo Dai Nam Nhut Thong chi, thi
“Quy Thanh” cé tén khac la Gia Dinh
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kinh (sau vi pha bo nén lai goi “Gia Dinh
phé thanh”) & vé dia phén lang Tan Khai,
huyén Binh Duong va xay ndm Canh
Tuat (1790), via giong Bat Quai vua
giong hinh hoa sen.

Theo bd nay thi, tdm cua thanh la:
— Tran Hanh (Chan Hanh)

Dong:

— Céan Chi

— Ton Thuin

Tay:

— Doai Duyét

— Khon Hau

Bac:

— Kham Hiém
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— Kién Nguyén (Can Nguyén)
Nam
— Ly Minh

Trong thanh dém dugc ngang doc
tam con dudng cai.

Thanh, chu vi do dugc:

- Tu Dong qua Tay: 130 trugng 2
xich??

— Tl Bac qua Nam: cling y nhu thé.

Thanh xay huéng vé Dong Bac va
cao do 1 trugng 3 xich c6 ba bac. Bé
ngang cua chin tudng day bay trugng
nam xich.

22 Theo Philastre, trugng va xich khong y nhau, va tuy theo
thoi dai xé xich doi chut. Dai dé: xich hay thuéc moét1a 0m526
khi thi 0m40, khi lai 0Om32 va phai 10 théng méi la 1 tac. /
Ong ban ldo thanh Vi Huyén Dic, doc dén day, d¢ nghi vé
kich thudc, nén lay chiét trung 40cm d€ chuyén ra thudc Tay
tién hon.
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Trong thanh ddt nha Thdi miéu va
kho vé bén t4, bén hiiu la xudng trai, &
gitia la hanh cung.

Trai linh thi bo liét chung quanh;
trong dé quan tuc vé &, trudc san cd tru
cq ba tang, cao 12 trugng 5 thudc, trén
c6 Vong dau bat giac toa (thap canh) &
bén treo thang day, trén ddu c6 quan tha
vong ngoi gac, cd viéc gi quan ngai thi
ban ngay treo cd hiéu, ban dém treo den
hiéu, quan doi tuidn theo d6 lam hiéu
1énh diéu khién.

Hao thanh sau 14 xich; bé ngang 10
truong 5 xich; chu vi 794 trugng. C6 xay
diéu kiéu, ngoai kiéu c6 dap thach trai.

Nam Tan Dau (1801), dai binh
Nguyén Anh thau dugc thanh Pht Xuin
(Hué). Vuong sai thdo g& sudn nha Thai
miéu 6 Sai Gon chd ra Hué dung lai. Tu
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day thanh Sai Gon lot xuéng hang ai tran
tht mién Nam, khong con la kinh do
Nguyén triéu niia. Nhung dén nam Quy
Dau (1813), Gia Long sai Nguyén Vin
Nhan va Trinh Hoai Duc lap hanh cung
tai Sai Gon, c6 xay gac chuong va gac
trong hai bén ta htiu, dinh chiing chua
bd y trd vao Nam va van c6 long thiét lap
triéu dinh tam trong nay ngd khi hiiu sy.

Sau toa hanh cung, c¢6 dinh quan
tudng suy.

Tai ctia Ly Minh c6 xay gac cao ddt
tén gac Than Minh.

Noi ba ctia Kién Nguyén, Ly Minh
va Ton Thuan cé dat trai linh 1gp ngdi

vach son do.

Qua dgi Minh Mang, ¢6 linh d6i tdm
ctia thanh:
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Tran Hanh d6i lam Phuc Vién,
Can Chi d6i lam Hoai Lai,

To6n Thuan d6i lam Tinh Bién,
Poai Duyét doi lam Tuyén Hoa,
Khon Hau d6i [am Clng Than,
Kham Hiém d6i lam Vong Khuyét,
Kién Nguyén d6i lam Gia Dinh,
Ly Minh déi lam Phién An.

Trong quyén “Souvenirs historiques”,
ong Truong Vinh Ky theo 16i truyén
khau ctia cac cu gia tling biét thanh nam
1790, da ghi tén cdc cua thanh, nhung
dia diém lai ghi khac (c6 1é vi khong do
lai v6i dia d6). Nay toi xin tom tat cac tai
liéu lam mot bang nhu sau:
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Tiém cae oot thanh djt | Die Mok | - o
: - = Theo dng Trdong Vinh Kv
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Nhu da thay, trén ban phuong huéng
khong y va tén cta thanh cling c6 déi
thay, t6i xin giti dung dé cac nha khao
ctu tu so sanh va tim hiéu lay>.

Doi quan Thugng (Lé Van Duyét)
sai n6i vach thanh 1én cao 1 thudc 5 tac
dung toan da ong kién co vi vdy sau nay
bi khép vao tdi tu chuyén va c6 ngoai
tam.

Nam 1832 (Minh Mang thu 13) vua
sai doi tén la Phién An Thanh (Phan
Yén).

23 Pinh cho méy ndm doi ddu Gia Long, chua tuyén dugc
danh mdc t6t nén phai ché Thai miéu ti Sai Gon ra Hué xay
dung lai nhu thé.
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Nam 1833, Lé Van Khoi lam phan,
chiém thanh dugc ba nam.

Nam 1835 (Minh Mang thti 16), binh
triéu ha thanh Phién An. (Tai liéu trong
B.S.E.I. ndm 1935, truong 56-57. Nhiing
chi ti€t thuoc Pai Nam Nhiit Théng Chi
1a do ban dich Phap van ctia 6ng Gaspar-
done.)

Theo tai liéu cta tap san Hoi Co
Hoc An Hoa (Bulletin de la Société des
Etudes Indochinoises, ndm 1942, tip so
2), thi vao nam 1819, c6 mot khach Hoa
Ky my danh la John White, tliing chau
luu khap thién ha, ndm ay c6 dé chan
dén dat Sai Gon nay. Trong quyén sé tay
cua J. White, thay c6 ghi rang: “Thanh
lay Sai Gon x4y bang d4 ong; & ké bén
mot co thay trai, gan do6 1a xdm nha cta
dén cu gom nhiing 1éu lup xap thap hep.
Xom budn ban & mém vé hudéng Dong.
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Khi dic Gia Long dep yén Tay Son thi
dan chung tyu vé thanh rat dong. Ho
stia sang nha ctia lai méi, mét phan l6n
cac gia dinh nay don v€ hudng Tay cua
thanh lay** nha vua”

John White c6 ghi thém rang: “Thoi
buoi ay doc hai bén b song va bd kinh
rach, c6 vai chd da dugc can da hay xay
gach ky cang, chay no6i dai non ngan
thudc tay. Ve cong 16 c6 dudng da lat da
nguyén miéng lén dé coi, nhung phan
nhiéu van quanh co u6n khuc va khong
dugc san sdc tu bd nén khong dugce sach.

“V& nhon so0 thi Sai Gon phéng do
16i:

— Mot tram tdm chuc ngan (180.000)
nguoi dan bon tho;

24 Day c6 1é tac gia mudn ndi “xé6m Tan Khai”, tuc danh Chg
S6i, mot tén khdc niia ciia “Vam Bén Nghé”.
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- Vamudingan (10.000) ngudi Trung
Quoc. (Pay la noi vé Quy Thanh 1790 va
vung phu can dudi théi Gia Long.)”

Sau do it lau, nam 1822, lai c6 mdt
béc si thu y quy danh la 6ng Finlayson,
thdp tung phai doan Crawfurd, ciing c6
dén viéng Sai Gon. Finlayson viét: “Sai
Gon goém hai thanh pho, mdi cai déu
rong 16n bing hai nudc Xiém La. Ay la:

1) Sai Gon (xin hiéu day tac gid mu6n
noi vé Dé Ngan (Thay Ngonn) hay Chg
Lén);

2) Va Pingeh (c¢ 1€ day la Bén Nghé

viét theo tac gid phat am). (Tap san Co
Hoc An Hoa néi trén).

Dua theo Finlayson, ching ta cé thé
hiéu dugc vi sao xua 6ng Huynh Tinh
Culia da ghi trong bd Dai Nam Quic Am
Tu Vi clia ngudi rang:
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“Sai Gon la tén riéng dat Chg
Lén, bay gio lai hiéu la dat Bén Nghé”
(b.N.Q.A.T.V,, truong 280). (R6 rang
trudc kia danh tu “Sai Gon” dung dé€ goi
thanh pho Chg Lén, v€ sau mdéi ap dung
qua dat Bén Nghé).

Mot doan khac, cling trong tdp san
C6 Hoc An Hoa ké trén, John Crawfurd
viet nam 1828: “Sai Gon gom co6 Pingeh 1a
khu vic ctia chdnh pht, gdbm lu6én thanh
tri*> bao boc chung quanh khu vuc ay véi
mot xdm buodn ban ctia ngudi Tau.

Tom lai, néu chiéu theo tai liéu cua
hai nguoi thdy tdn mat thanh pho Sai
Gon - Finlayson va Crawfurd - thi vao
cudi thé ky 18 budc dau thé ky 19, danh

25 Trong quyén “Promenade dans Saigon” ctia ba Hinda Ar-
nold c6 mdt ban dia d6 trong 4y c6 ghi ré viing mé sdng ctia
Bén Nghé, khoi Chg Quan, cé vung goi “Bazar Chinois’, day
la cho xua kia ngudi Tau lya d€ thiét 14p x6m chg “Dé Ngan”
sau khi bi Tay Son dudi khdi Nong Nai Dai Pho trén Bién
Hoa nam 1778.
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tt “Saigon” dich thi dung dé€ goi Chg Lén
hién nay. Trong bd “Gia Dinh théng chi”
cua Trinh Hoai Dtc, ban dich Aubaret
nam 1863 van ghi: “Sai Gon la danh tu
dé goi thanh pho ctia ngudi Trung Qudc
an 0, phat am giong Tau la “Tai ngon”
hodc “Tingan”

Trudc nam 1790, khi trong Nam
chua c6 thanh tri kién c6 thi dai binh
chiia Nguyén “don” dinh trai noi x6m
Tan MY, sau di vé “Chg Diéu Khién” 6
x0m Tan Thuan. Nam Gia Long tha 10
(1811) lai di vé “Pon Dinh” nén ci. Gia
Long nam thu 16 (1817) lai doi vé My
Hoa, cling goi 1a Nghia Hoa. Qua Minh
Mang nam thd 13 (1832) vua ra linh day
dep dinh trai nay.

Vua Minh Mang vi gidn gidc Khoi
chiém cii may nam nén day pha bé Quy
Thanh ctia Gia Long xdy cat nam 1790.
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Qua nam thu 17 (1836), Minh Mang ra
lénh xay thanh khdc 6 vé huéng Dong
Bac Quy Thanh.

Chiéu theo ban dich Gaspardone
ctia by Gia Dinh thong chi Trinh Hoai
DPiic thi thanh 1836 c6 bon ctia, chu vi
429 trugng, cao 10 trugng 3 thon, hao
thanh sau 7 xich, bé ngang hao 11 trugng
4 xich. Thanh 1836 tai lang Nghia Hoa -
Binh Duong.

Chinh thanh 1836, dén ndm 1859 thi
bi binh Phap ldy dugc; Phap goi thanh
1836 la “Citadelle de Saigon” Dén ndm
1859 thanh bi ha binh dia, tinh ra xay
nam 1836, ha nam 1859, thanh thu chi
ding von ven hai muoi ba ndm, con van
s6 thua Quy Thanh cta vua Gia Long
nua:
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— Quy Thanh, xdy ndm 1790, pha
nam 1835: 45 nam.

— Thanh Sai Gon do Minh Mang day
xay ndm 1836, bi phd ndm 1859, dung
dugc 23 nam.

Nghi ra Minh Mang phong ngtia
héu hoan, s¢g mot tran gidc Khoi tai dién,
nén pha Quy Thanh con c6 cho ché. Tuy
vay, nguoi con biét mat vat liéu thanh ct
dung vao viéc tan tao thanh mdi 1836.
Pén nhu binh Tay, doat dugc thanh “Cit-
adelle de Saigon” kién c6, mdéi rang rang,
néu ho c6 chut 6c “ton ¢6” va “thdm my”,
ho nén danh cho hau thé biét 16i kién
trac xua nay moi phai. Té ra ho cling sg
vu vo, e cho mdt ngay kia ngudi ban xd
sé dung thanh nay chdng lai nén ho sai
cham lua dot tiéu. Ngay 8 thang 3 duong
lich ndm 1859, quan si Phap dat 35 & c6t
min pha tan tanh Thanh 1836 chi con

Phdn thiv ba



Sai Gon ndm xwa | 127

may dong gach da vun; doi véi lich st
that [a mét 16i lam khong nho.

—

Ctia thanh Minh Mang xdy ndm 1836,
bi linh Tay phd v& nam 1859 (phong
hoa) (xem trang 67-71)
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Quén d6i Phap lam thong ké dé€ lai
chi cho ta biét tran hoa thiéu nay da tiéu
hty mot cach dang tiéc:

— Hai muoi ngan (20.000) cay sung
tay da cd, va mot s6 binh khi nhu guom
gido v.v... nhiéu khong thé dém.

— Tam muoi lam (85) thung thuoc
sung va vo sO k& nao bi sung, hoa phao,
diém sanh, tiéu thach (salpétre), chiv.v...

— Mot s6 lua tri trong kho du stic
nudi ti sau dén tdam ngan (6.000-8.000)
nhén khau trong vong mot ndm.

— Lai v6i mot so tién ban xi (diéu
va kém) dé trong kho uéc dinh va tri gia
bang 130.000 quan tién lang sa thai do.

Ve laa dot bo, co sach da tri gid trén
ba triéu quan Phap (3.000.000 francs) va
thuét lai rang c6 nhém Hoa kiéu trong
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Chog Lén dua de nghi xin mua ma tuéng
Rigault de Genouilly khong chdp nhan
sg rang s6 laa nay khong may lai lot vao
tay binh linh Viét thi khdc nao gitp gido
cho gidc. Tha cho ho dot bo s6 lua ma
bon Hoa kiéu tra gia dén tam triéu quan
(8.000.000 francs). Banam sau, dén 1862,
tran ltta dot lua con ngiin ngdm ngam...
Ong Charles Lemire thuat lai ring: ngay
27 thang Giéng ndm 1862, 6ng cé thi
nghiém, tht thoc cay gay cam tay vao
dong tro tan, khi rut gay ra thi da chay
thanh than (Bulletin de la Société des
Etudes Indochinnoises, ndm 1935, trang
8). Charles Lemire thuét ti€p rang vé sau
chinh bén phe Phdp c6 ngudi to ra hoi
ti€c hanh dong hty hoai vo ich cta Thay
su Dé doc Rigault de Genouilly nhung
da muon (B.S.E.I. 1935 ké trén, trang 96-
97). Cho hay lam tuéng di chinh phuc
nudc khac, c6 hang con chut luong tam,

Sai Gon dwdi trao Nguyén Anh, Minh Mang



130 | Vwong Hong Sén

hang khéc chi biét gi€t chdc, tan pha, sat
hai.

Sau khi triét ha thanh “Citadelle de
Saigon”, binh linh Phap dung sat va voi
gach xay thanh linh “Son d4” ctia ho, tuc
danh “Thanh 11¢ R.I.C” (Caserne du
Onzieme Régiment de I'Infanterie Colo-
niale — Trai B6 Binh?® Thuoc dia d6i thu
11; trai ndy nam gan dang vi tri Citadelle
Viét xua).

Theo st sach d€ lai, thanh “citadelle”
Viét bat dau ti khu Lé Thanh Ton chay

26 Trailinh 11¢ va Dudng Dudng Grall, c¢é tii nam 1870. Gan
hang Shell bay gio, ngay trudc c6 chon nhiing linh ti tran
gidc 1859, chiing cé nghia dia d6 thanh méi cai tang. Vi tri
nghia dia ndy ai cling biét & dau duong Mac Dinh Chi, tén
ci 1a Massiges, ma trudc nifa 1a Bangkok. Ong d ¢ Ormay
lam cht s& Y T€ cho dén nam 1874, binh nhon ctia 6ng phan
nhiéu vé nam noi nghia dia nén 16p Tay ci noéi choi véi nhau,
muon tru ai chét sém, thudng ndi: “quion Ienvoye a Bangkok”
(go6i n6 di Bangkok giim) hay la: “quon lenvoye dans le jar-
din du pere d ¢ Ormay (cho n6 v6 nam vinh vién noi hoa vién
lao gia Ormay.
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dén mé song la dut, gdbm c6 khu Dudng
buong Don Dat (Hopital Grall trude goi
Hopital Militaire), nay la Bénh Vién Nhi
Poéng I, thanh cd 11¢ R.I.C. va mot khu
vic thuong mai phon thinh & gan thanh
xua. Néu xem dia do, ta c6 thé dong khu-
ng “citadelle” trong bon con dudng hién
tai:

— Dudng Phan Dinh Phuing (Richaud
cil) - nay la Nguyén Dinh Chiéu.

— Dudng Nguyén Binh Khiém
(Rousseau cii)

— Pudng Mac Dinh Chi (Massiges
cl)
- Pudng Nguyén Du (Mossard cit)

Nidm 1859 binh Phip dé bo, do
nga Luro (Cudng Dé, nay la Dinh Tién
Hoang) kéo lén cong ham thanh Viét.
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Ngay nay, di trén khuc dudng nay, trong
thdy ctia thanh trudc mat, do chling xua
cling day mdt huéng nay. Doc theo vach
rao cac dinh thu ctia vd quan cao cap
bo Thuay quin Viét (duong Cuong DE)
thay c4n nhiéu da to va gach thitic ¢5 16n,
trong vuon, con nhiéu goc co thu cao
ngat trdi, hoi ra di tich c6 d6 con lai bao
nhiéu do. Lac d6 bo, tau chién Phéap tha
neo tai cong truéng Mé Linh. Trao Phép
ddt tén la Place Rigault de Ginouilly, cé
dung tugng dong to 16n d€ ghi chién
cong Thuy su Dé doc nay. Cing vi thé,
ché nay xua goi “Mot Hinh*”. Tuong

27 Cong Truong Mot Hinh: ¢6 tii ndm 1863. Nhung tugng
de Ghenouilly nam 1879 méi dung, qua 1945 thi bi ha. Ciing
ndm 1945 ha ludn tugng d © Adran, dung tti nam 1903. Con
lao Gambetta c6 ca dén hai pho tugng. Cai thi nhiit, do do
thanh dat cho thg Falguiere lam bén Phap dem qua day, boi
khong lua ngay an lac thanh, nén khién truéc dung gitia
duong Norodom - Pellerin, sau doi vé Chg Cia, chdé Tong
Ngan Kho hién nay, r6i dem vé vuon Tao Pan. Kip nam
Nhut dén, chanh phtt Phap muon thau dung s6 dong dung
vao chién tranh, sai thg ndu lao Gambetta, thi hai 6i! Than
ldo la ersatz, d6 dong gia, khong dung dugc. Pho tugng thu
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truyén nhiing dém mua bao c6 béng lao
hinh dong hién hinh goi do qua song.
Tr&i danh nhiéu lan, lao khong hay han,
tudng vay ma “bén gan cung tué nguyét’,
khong ngd kip nam ddo chinh 1945-
1946, thanh nién 16i lao, ha bé lao xuong,
nau chay ra bi sing ban tra han nam xua.

Theo Gia Dinh thong chi thi nam
1777 (Pinh Dau) Gia Long thau phuc
dugc Sai Gon, nam 1779 (Ky Hgi) sai
tu dinh dia do lap dia giéi dinh Phién
Trdn. Nam 1790 (Canh Tuét) dap thanh
bat quai trén go cao thon Tan Khai, tong
Binh Duong goi d6 la Gia Dinh kinh.
Nién hi¢u Gia Long nguyén nién (1802),
cai tén Pha Gia Dinh lam Tran Gia Dinh,

hai, thi do mdt nhon vat vé Phap nghi he réi dat lam va cho
qua day, khi biét du dung thi viéc da r6i, lam tdi nghiép cho
pho tugng, tién nong c6 trd du khong chéng biét, duy biét
pho tugng cti d€ y trong hom céy cho dén mét ngay kia thung
va tugng bién dau mat, khong mot ai hay biét, ndu ldy dong
hodc ban cho cac cha ban ve chai!
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dit Tran quan thong tri. Qua nam thd
7, cai lam Gia Dinh Thanh do mét Pho
Tong Tran thong tri, goi trdn Phién An
gom luon Bién Hoa, Dinh Tudng, Vinh
Thanh, Ha Tién lai kiém lanh luén tran
Binh Thuén.

Nam Minh Mang thu 13 (1832),
do6i Gia Dinh Thanh lam Phién An Tinh
Thanh, dét chtic An Bién Tong doc thong
tri hai tinh Phién An va Bién Hoa. Nam
Minh Mang thu 15 (1834), mang danh
Nam Ky Luc Tinh. Nam tht 17 (1836),
xay thanh mdi d6i danh la Gia Pinh
Tinh. P6i An Bién Tong déc lam Dinh
Bién Tong doc.
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Dia thé Sai Gon

Nhin trén dia do, ta thay r6 dia thé
Sai Gon kha goi la hiém tré:

a) Thud xua khi chién tranh con
“hién”, danh bo thi linh di chian khong,
binh khi thi dung dao mac, ma tau, cha
gac, danh thuy thi trong cdy noi thuyén
budm, cung tén... Sung dong néu cé
thi ban khong xa, dan da dan sat lam
s¢ nhiéu hon giét chét. Vi thé, vi tri Sai
Gon dung la hiém yéu, kién c6 nho 6
gifia trung tdm cdc ngon “sdng sau nudc
chay” va gilia cac dudng 10 “bua gidng

A_D

nhu ludi nhén”.

b) Nho & cach bién tdm muoi chin
cay s6 ngan (89km) néu tau chién tau 6
& ngoai khoi kéo vao thi Sai Gon c6 du
thdi gian tha thé va nghénh chién®.

28 Position de Saigon.-a 10.47 lat.0.-106.38 long. E. Green-
wich, a 89 km du Cap St.-Jacques, 13.550 km de Marseille
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¢) Nho déng & trén go trén ndng, cao
hon mait bién trén mudsi thudc cé hon,
Sai Gon c6 san hai hao thién nhién che
cho la song Thi Nghe va song Bén Nghé.
Tuy vay, nam 1859 rach Thi Nghe khong
du stic ngédn tau sat cta Dé doc Rigault
de Ginouilly va da d€ cho tau Phap xap
can thanh...; nhung binh nhat néu cé
phong bi tha chong, nhan chim xac ghe
xac thuyén chd da chen & long song cho
that nhiéu, thi da ngan suc gidc dudng
thty mot thoi gian.

d) Sai Gon ¢6 sy ung ho cua nhiéu
don bao boc xung quanh. Cac don nay
noéi lién nhau béi cac song rach bua tu
giang ratla thudn tién va hiéu nghiém. Vi
bai bién khdo nay co tinh cach “thudng
dam’, nén khong sao chép tén cac don,

(7.316 miles) par mer, 12.000 km de Paris par air, dapres In-
dochine modern d’Eug. Teston et Maur. Percheron, lib, de
France, Pais, page 454.
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da dugc ghi r6 trong quyén Dai Nam
nhét théng chi (Luc tinh Nam Viét), ban
dich Nguyén Tao, do bo Quoc gia Gido
duc, Nha Van hoa xuit ban nam 1959.

e) Thanh Sai Gon dudgc tién loi l1a ké
vua lta mién Nam, ttic Cho Lén. Néu
chdng may bi dich vay khén thi it lo nan
déi. Va lai, Sai Gon cé chua rat nhiéu
nudc loc thién nhién dudi dat sau, hé
dao giéng la céd nudc an nudc dung rat
tot, khong s¢ nan thiéu nudec.

Tt Chg Lén xuong xa mot doi thi cé
chg My Tho la giap mdi cac con dudng
thuy van vé mién Nam Luc Tinh, va 1én
thang Nam Vang (Phnom Pénh). (Ngay
nao su chuyén chd con “an chiu” nho
dudng nudc, thi chg My Tho sung tic
phon thinh ngay ay. Ngay nay khach bd
hanh va hang héa xoay qua dung nhiéu
xe hoi chay ét-xang hon dung tau be,
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cho nén chg My da “xuong chun”. Cau
thi xua “Trén Sai Gon, dusi My Tho, dau
dau thién ha cling nhudng cho,...” nay
khong con dung su that! Trai lai, cac chg
baa khéng nam trén dudng nuéc nhung
van nam trén duong 16 cai, nhu chg Cai
Lay, bén pha My Thuan, chg Can Tho,
chg Soc Trang, van tan phat nhu thuodng,
nhd xe qua lai hang biia. Riéng bén pha
My Thuén, ngay nao cau bé tong cot sat
xay cat xong, xe khadi xudng bac, thi chg
nhoém noi day s€ mat phon thinh. Luat
tién hoa la vay: cdi vui miing ctia khach
bd hanh dugc di mau vé le bao nhiéu,
lai 1a noi lo budn ctia ngudi budn thung
ban met do My Thuan bay nhiéu vay!)
Con dudng thié€t 16 cua Phap dat trudc
kia, dinh no6i lién mai Ca Mau lén Nam
Vang xuyén ngang Sai Gon, vua tu Sai
Gon chay t6i My Tho ké bi thdo g&: nhya
banh cao su xe 6 t6 da chién thiang con
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dudng sat va chiéc hoa xa.

Tém lai, ngay trudc chién tranh,
chién cu con theo 1€ 16i xua, nén vi tri va
dia thé Sai Gon thét 1a dac thé. Ngay nay,
tuy chién lugc da dén thoi ky nguyén tu,
nhung nhé diing gitia 6 nhén duong 16
tu gidng, thém c6 phi cang rong 16n, nén
su banh truéng va phon thinh cua Sai
Gon cang tang thém mai mai ché khong
bét.

Tht nhac lai vai nét an thoi & thoi
Quan L6n Thugng

Quan Ta quan Lé Vdn Duyét lam
Tong tran Gia DPinh Thanh truéc sau hai
ky:

— Lan dau, tt nam 1813 dén nam
1816, roi dugc chi triéu vé kinh d€ ban
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nghi vé ngoi Thai Tu.

— Lan sau, tii ndm 1820 dén nam quy
than®, tic nam 1832. Dinh ctia nguoi &
sau toa Vong Cung (Hanh Cung). Theo
ong Malleret thi Hanh Cung & ném veé
phia trén con dudng Paul Blanchy, gidp
vGi dai 10 Norodom, 16i nha Cau Lac Bo
V6 Quan Phdp (BO Tu Phép hién nay)
lan qua mdét phan dat sé Buu Dién vdi
mot phan sé Dia Chanh (B.S.E. I, Oct/
Dec 1935, tr. 46).

29 V&€ ngay quy than cua Lé Ta quan, it ngudi biét ranh.
Quyén Diéu c6 ha kim thi tap ctia Nguyén Lién Phong, soan
nam 1915, trang 27, ghi rang: “Ngai (Lé Van Duyét), tuy dau
sd sia, song biét minh dai mang di dinh, ben tréi v6i D6 phu
nhon, nhung cung cac tudng si bo ha thi tréi so vai 161 vay
thoi. Budc qua ngay ba muoai, thang Bay nam Nham Thin
(1832) udc chiing hai gi¢ khuya (gi¢ Stiu) Ngai tat hoi, tho
bay muoi, hién nay ngay Mong mot thang Tam la ngay ky.
Luc tat hoi, thi bén phia Xém Chg Pii va néi lang Xuén
Hoa, cac quan linh déu ngd thay sang ruc mot dudng dai I6n
nhu céy lua diéu tu trong dinh bay xet ra, bay cham cham roi
phang phang bay 1én hoai, tric chi mat trgi lan hoéi lau bién
mat”
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T4 quan bao gio cling néu cao chu
quyén nha vua. M6i ndm déo 1¢, c6 hai
1€ 16n: 1€ triéu kién Vua vao dau xuan
nhyt va 1& hanh binh. T4 quén git ding
1¢ va rat nghiém vé mdt nghi ti€t. Ngoai
viéc ding nam vua Mién phai nap 1é
cong khong dugc cham tré, bon phéan
vua Mién phdi sang chuc tho vua Viét
tai thanh Phan An moéi dip Nguyén dan.
Cu dém ba muoi Tét, vua Mién phai cé
mdt tai thanh d€ kip sang hom sau dung
canh nam thi cung Lé Tong trdn hanh
1é chtc tho tai Vong cung. Ong Truong
Vinh Ky ké lai trong tc luc “Souvenirs
historiques” rang c6 mot nam, vua Mién
xudng du 1¢, thay vi & trong thanh Phan
An, lai vao Chg Lén nghi dém, bdi rua,
hom sau ldc trong canh diém nam dui Ta
quén va tiéu triéu hanh lé tai Vong cung
thi vang mat vua Mién. Ta quan nhtt
dinh khong chg, dén khi 1€ tat, vua Mién
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md&i dem 1€ vat tién vao, Ta quan chiéu
dién 1¢, phat va vua Mién phai nop da ba
ngan lugng bac méi cho vé nudc.

Ngoai ra, cd ngay mong sau thang
Giéng, thi Ta quan lam 1€ “xuat binh”
(muon goi “ra binh”, “hanh binh” déu
dugc). Dip nay, ngudi ta ra lénh doi hét
cac co binh dong & “Luc Tinh**” vé dé
Ngudi (T quéan) duyét noi Dong Tap
tran cling goi “Mo6 Sung” sau nay mdéi goi
la Ma Nguy’.

30 Noi “Luc Tinh” lam vay cho gon, ché ky that danh ti “Nam
Ky Luc Tinh chi c6 tli nam 1834. (Minh Mang nam tht 15.)

31 Ma Nguy hay “Ma Bién Tru” - Giac Lé Van Khoi, day nam
1833, han ngay 8 thang 9 ndm 1835. C6 ca thay 1.137 ngudi
16n nho bi chém va vui thay trong mét ma 16n khong nam
(tr. 22 Lé Van Phat, Khao vé Ta Quan Lé Van Duyét - nha in
Nguyén Van Cua, Sai Gon 1924.) Trong quyén nay, 6ng Lé
Van Phat cho biét Ma Nguy & gan trudng dua ci, lang Chi
Hoa, tai goéc duong Thudn Kiéu (Lé Van Duyét) va Général
Lizé (Phan Thanh Gian). Xua con thay tru dé “Nguy tdc nhut
vong trinh tru” (quin loan bit chung mot ludi bi giét hét.)
Theo hoc gia Dang Van Ky thi Ma Nguy & gan Dudng Duong
Binh Dan duong Phan Thanh Gian (hién nay la Dién Bién
Phu). Chua ai tim ra di tich Ma Nguy. “1.137 hommes furent
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Lé nay dién ra dé thi oai vé4i cac nudc
lan bang (Cao Mién, Xiém La...) viia dé
vO an dan tam, vi thud 4y dan tinh chat
phac van tin tudng quy than va hiéu rang
dau nam cé dién oai lyc binh quin lam
vay thi trong xt suét nam dan sé dugc
binh an v6 binh, bdi ta ma quy my déu
khiép s¢ oai v cua Ta quan.

Ngay mong sau thang Giéng, Ta quan
tam goi trai ky, ngodi kiéu dén Hanh cung
lam 1é chuc tho vua r6i phat ba tiéng
sung tién ho hiu ung, 1én kiéu thing
Dong Tap tran, khi binh gia ran r¢ kéo
ra do nga Gia DPinh mon, khi khac lai do
ctia Phan Yén, tut d6 xuong nga Chg Vai
(tén xua cta x6m Chg cit Sai Gon ngay
nay) dé trd lai dudng Ctia Hiiu (Nam Ky
Khéi Nghia), va truc chilén Mo Sung. Lé

exécutés dans la Plaine des Tombeaux (Champ du Polygone
actuel) et ensevelis dans une méme fosse (Ma Bién Tru).
(Histoire Annamite par Truong Vinh Ky, p. 264).
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dién binh hoan thanh, 6ng Lén Thugng
(tén kinh trong ctia dan Nam tdng Duc
Ta quén) de liéu mdt vong chung quanh
Quy Thanh, ghé viéng co xudéng Thuy
quan roi tré vé dinh la gidi tan. Trong
khi ra quan, thi trong thanh dan cu vong
ban huong an dot phao, thap huong, cot
mugn lé ra quan dé€ bay 1€ tong quai trot
thé. Thud 4y, quén linh cta T4 quan rat
nghiém moi khi hanh quan thi nhiing
nguoi cé tang kho, nhut la ngudi dan ba
bung mang da chua, déu phai lanh xa. Di
trudc dam quan si, cd linh nat dudng va
quan cam do nghi trugng: hai thanh mac
trudng, hai ngon cd ti€t mao, hai trai dui
dong, hai phu viét (bua hodc riu), hai
cai bién, mot khac ch “Tinh Tac” (im
lang cung kinh), mot dé “Hoi Ty” (tranh
di) tic d€ cho thian dan biét truéc ma dé
phong tranh mat va stia soan chuin bi 1é
rudc cho oai nghi. (Nhiing binh khi c6
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ndy, goi la “d6 16 by”, hién c6 chung bay
trong Vién Bao Tang).

Mot ky khac nita, nhon 1€ “Trung
ngl” (mong 5 thang 5), T4 quan xuat
thanh d€ hanh 1€ “tich dién” (ha tich) bén
Thi Nghe. Tich dién & vao viung nay da
mat dau vi gan day dan cu da xay cat nha
ctia 1én trén. (Nhiing chuyén vé Ta quan
con nhiéu nhung trong tdp nay khao vé
Sai Gon, xin mién ké).

Chua Nguyén Anh déng do tai Sai
Gon trudc sau hai muoi nam (1779-
1801), va mdi nam, ci mua gié thuin
thi kéo binh tt Gia DPinh ra nghinh
dich cung Tay Son vung Binh Dinh Quy
Nhon. Nam 1801, chia Nguyén thong
nhat Bac Nam, tuc vi xung dé hiéu Gia
Long, ti khi dinh d6 tai Hué, méi thoi 6
Sai Gon va thanh nay tii d6 xudéng dia vi
mot tran bién thanh.
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7. Sai Gon dudi trao Minh Mang
(1820-1840)

Ngay nay nhac lai thi toa Hanh cung
da khong con duy cu theo dau tich dé
lai thi lot gitta dudng Thong Nhut hién
tai. Dia diém phu tudng suy, ttc la dinh
Ta quan, truy ra thi 6 gan nha linh muc
Ba Da Loc va gan bd Ngoai giao hién
thdi (duong Alexandre de Rhodes) chay
dai ra sau dinh Tong théng (dinh Théng
Nhat hién gid) - vi thé cho nén cdi hoa
vién Tao Pan xua tach ra con mang tén
riéng 1a “Vuon Ong Thuogng” Con tu
dinh ctia T4 quan phu nhon (toc danh:
ba D6 Thi Phan) thi lot trong vong rao
dinh. V€& vuon Tao Dan, danh tu Phap
xua goi “vudn Bo rd”. Noi cai tén Tay nay,
thu thét t6i cting khong r6 dién tich ranh
ré. C6 nguoi cat nghia cho dy xua cé lam
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mot cai “préau” (san choi trudng hoc
hay tu vién) hodc “bureau” (van phong)
gi do, cho nén dan ta dua theo bén ché
ra danh tii “B6 R6” d€ goi lam vay. Thiét
tudng tha toi chiu dot, mic ngudi cudi,
con hon loe cac hoc htiu va nhom thanh
nién bang mot cach giai nghia gugng ép
va khong can ct. Tiéc cho moét di tich
viia hon trdm nam ma da phai mo trong
tri nhé ctia ngudi trong nudce. Riéng theo
tai liéu cua ong gido Tran Van Xuong,
do 6ng Lé Ngoc Tru thuat lai, thi “B&
R&” cb 1€ do “Moreau” ta doc trai di, va
ct theo 6ng Xuong “Moreau” la tén cua
ngudi quan thu Phap dau tién dugc cat
cham nom vudn nay. Dau thé nao, theo
toi danh tu “Bo RO” chua dugc dién giai
mot cach 6n thoa. Nhung dau chi di niia,
ta khong nén cat nghia can bua. Tién day
toi yéu cau cac hoc gid nén than trong 16i
dién luin chang khd lam tang bia dit tén

Sai Gon dwdi trao Nguyén Anh, Minh Mang



148 | Vwong Hong Sén

“nha thuong Pam bat” (nhu trong mot
to tap chi kia), trong luc dudng dudng
Grall dugc cat xay trén mdt don dat that
su, ai ai cling rd biét, va cing khong nén
vi thdy gan Sai Gon c6 nhiing chg: “Ong
Lanh”, “Ba Chiéu”, “Ba Diém”, “Ba Hom”,
“Ba Ria”, “Ba Den” r6i dé quyét Nam Ba
von la thé thi€p ctia 6ng Lanh binh no.
T6i chét da! Tuy ngudi mat roi khong noi
dugc, ché con ngudi ¢ cyu niia chi? Ban
than toi, 6ng Son Nam c6 ké cho tdi nghe
gan Cai Be, trén con dudng di vé Hau
Giang, ¢6 moét khuc quanh goi “Khuc
quanh 6ng Cop”. Nhiéu hoc gia chua gi
vOi noi hét, cat nghia: “Xua & vung Ay,
cop rat nhiéu, nén dan ban xu lay do dat
tén”. Theo 6ng Son Nam chiu khé diéu
tra ki cang; rd lai may chuc ndm vé trudc
hang ban ta sat hiéu “BAUCHE” c6
quang cdo cho thti td nay baing mot bang
16n dung tai khuc quanh dé; trén bang vé
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hinh mot con hé to ngdi chdm hém trén
dau ta, mot tay tho xuéng cd cay nam
ta “BAUCHE” (nhan hiéu “con cop”) cay
hoai ma khong sao cay dugc, du biét ta
sat kién c6 buc nao. Dan qué trong vung
qua lai thdy bang vé cop nhan nhan tai
khuc quanh, trong khi ndi chuyén ben
goi tat cho 4y la “khic quanh 6ng Cop”
Chuyén chi ¢6 bay nhiéu, khong nén lam
syl
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PHAN THU TU

TRO LAI VAN PE TIM HIEU THEM
VE VI TRI SAI GON

Co ca thay may vi tri mang tén “Sai
Gon” va tuy thoi dai xoay hudng déi cho
nhu thé nao?

1. Prei Nokor, Sai Gon ctua C6 Cao
Mién, trudc nam 1680.

2. Bbé Ngan, noi tu tap cua nguoi
Tau, ti nam 1778.

3. Bén Nghé, noi tu tap cua ngudi
Viét, ti nam 1790.

DPoan nay, theo toi rat la quan trong.

Tré lai vdan dé tim hiéu thém vé vi tri Sai Gon



152 | Vwong Hong Sén

Toi xin m& mot ddu ngodc, viia dé
oOn lai nhiing tai liéu da biét roi, viia dé
nhon dé, nhan dinh va tim hiéu vi tri Sai
Gon, da tuy thoi, doi chd nhu thé nao.

Co ca thay ba vi tri dang d€ chu y
nhtit:

8. Cho nao la “Co Sai Gon” thanh
liy ma nguoi Cam Bot goi la “Prei
Nokor”?

Doixua, trudc nam 1680, ngudi Cam
B6t ving Thuy Chan Lap c6 mét thanh
lay gitia riing gia, goi “Prei Nokor”. Nho
nhiing cudc dao dat tim c6 vat trude day,
khodng nam 1940-1944, nghiém ra Prei
Nokor ¢6 1é & vung don Cay Mai (Phu
Lam) chay dai t6i ving Chg Quan’?, 16i

32 Le nom de Chg¢ Quan, applique’ aux villages de Tan Kiéng,
Nhon giang, Binh Yén, était celui du marche’ qui se trouvait
sous les grands tamariniers de l'avenue de I'hopital de Chg
Quan. Il y avait beaucop d’auberges, de la le nom de Chg
(marche’) quan (auberge). / Entre l'avenue de I'h 6pital et la
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nha ¢t Hbi quan Ho6i Dic Tri Thé Duc
(S.A.M.I.PI.C - Société pour '”Améliora-
tion Morale, Intellectuelle, Physique des
Indigénes de Cochinchine) (nay la tru sé
cd quan cd van quan su My quoc, dudng
Tran Hung Dao), dn ludn 1én Go Vap va
Ba Diém.

Hoéi quan Duc Tri Thé Duc xay trén
mot nén chua Thd, nén nay con to hon
dudng 16 rat nhiéu; may muci nam vé

ferme des Mares était le village de fondeurs. Nhon Ngai (au-
juord’hui Nhon Giang). On y remarque les vestiges dun an-
cien village cambodgien. Une grande pagode cambodgienne
avec des tours en brisques, se trouvait sur une propriété. En
y creusant on trouve des brisques cambodgiennes, des nénu-
phars en terre cuite, de petits bouddhas en bronzee, en pierre.
Il y reste encore deux blocs de granit bien poli et ornés de
sculptures en relief.(Ces pierres se trouvent actuellement
au Musée National du Viet Nam (Jardin Botanique) Saigon
NDLR / De Chg Quan (Nhon Giang) jusqu a la route qui de-
scend a Cau Kho, ce bord était habité et parsemé de maisons
entoutees de jardins. (Souvenirs historiques de Saigon et de
ses environs, par Truong Vinh Ky, 1885, page 28). / a) Cés
pierres se trouvent actuellemant au Musée National du Viét
Nam (Jardin Botanique) Saigon NDLR.

Tré lai vdan dé tim hiéu thém vé vi tri Sai Gon
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trudce, dao gap tai day do c6 dong, tang
da 16n, ngach ctia bang da, dac biét nhdt
1a mot cay den dong ten xanh rat co tac
hinh moét hinh nhan Thd dau ddéi ma,
chun quy, hai tay dang mét bon dé€ dung
dau thap, cac vt nay hién co trung bay
noi trung dudng Vién Bdo tang trong
vuon Bach thdo. Sach st c¢6 lai cho biét
ngudi Cam Bot ¢6 & vung Thi Nghe,
vung Cau Bong (cd danh goi “Cau Cao
Mién*”). Noi day, da dao gdp modt mén
do dat nung dac sac ctia nguoi Cao Mién
dung. Tu Thi Nghe, ngudi Mién & gidp
lién tiép dén GO Vip, chay doc thang 1én
Bién Hoa, nhiing noi dat go 1én cao hodc
cd giong cat kho rdo. Kinh nghiém cho
ta bi€t phong tuc ngudi Khmer thich lam

33 Cao Man Kiéu: O Binh Duong, nim Tan Hoi qudc so -
1731 - vua nu6c Cao Man la Nic Tha bi Ndc S6 danh dudi
chay qua Gia Dinh & nuong cdy ché dit khoang ding noi
thugng du con song, ma ché & lai cach song, phai lam cau
van qua lai, nén goi la cdu Cao Man, trich tii Pai Nam nhat
thdong chi, tap 2, ban dich Nguyén Tao, trang 77.
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nha trén chd cao rao dat giong, da vay
cOn thém cit nha san, cao cang; rit khéc
nguoi Viét, tanh uva tim cho cé son thuy:
dong nudc, khuc quanh bong mat, nha
nén dét, khong ndi cot lam cing cao nhu
nha Mién (B.S.E.I, ndm 1942, trang 26).
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[1I. Ban do6 Prei Nokor, dinh chting at
gitia khu dat giap vong co:

bong: Go Vap qua Thi Nghe.
Tay: Phu Lam.

Tré lgi vdn dé tim hiéu thém vé vi tri Sai Gon
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Nam: Vam Bén Nghé**
Bac: Ba biém.

Lom gitia nay, dat tu mua kho rdo,
tic nhién dung véi sé thich ngudi Cao
Mién. Nhiing ché nao c6 ngudi Mién 6
khi xua, nay ta c6 thé doan dugc khong
sai nho hai viéc sau nay: thu nhtt, khi
ta gdp mot nén dat to I6n cao hon vung
chung quanh (ty nhu viing nha Hoi Duc
Tri Thé Duc cii trén duong Tran Hung
DPao hodc vung Don Phu Lam Chua Go,
con goi 1a Phung Son Tu); thu nhi khi
ta gdp gan nén cao thém co cay “bo dé¢”
(cOn goi cay “da’, cay “lam vo6*” vi bao

34 Mién goi “Kompong Krebei” - krompong la viing, krebei
1a trau, nghé - Viét c6 danh tii “Nguu Cht” ndm na 1a “Bén
Ngh¢” hay la dich lai cia ngu6i Mién chang?

35 danh tit “lam v6” tdi chi nghe phé héa & ving Soc Tring,
Bac Liéu, Tra Vinh ttic nhiing xt ¢é ngudi Mién &. Theo t6i,
“lam v6” do chii “don pod” cia ngudi Mién ma c6. Céy ficus
indica, figuier d'Inde, Banian trong tii dién Génibret chac
“bo d¢€”, cay “da’, cay “lam vo” la phai? Nguoi Mién ho ndi tha

A

sat nhon con hon “ha lam v6” vi sat nhon chi giét ngudi con
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gio nguoi Tho cling thich trong cay thu
ay dé nhac tich xua Duc Phat Thich Ca
dac dao. ngd dao dudi goc c6 thu loai
nay.

Theo bai Phap van “Souvernirs his-
toriques” cua cu Truong Vinh Ky thi
“chua Cay Mai ngay xua la ngdi chua
Chan Lap, c6 ao ho bao boc chung quanh
va dung lam noi dua thuyén trai nhiing
khi 1€ Phat”. Vin theo bdy nhiéu tai liéu
van tat nhung hét stic quan trong nay, va
nghiém cho k¥, ta biét viing Cay Mai qua
la mdt yéu diém ctia ngusi Mién xua.
Muo6n dua thuyén (ghe ngo) thi nudc
boc chung quanh Bon Cay Mai chua da
dung. Khac dua phai dai trén nam ba cay
sO ngan ghe ngo méi du suc lay trén thi
tai. Nhu vay khuc dua phai dai ra téi vung
nudc Chua Go (Phung Son Tu) hodc xa

“ha lam vo6” 1a pha noi Phat dya.
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hon ntia thi cang dac thé; va lai doc theo
dudng Sai Gon My Tho, t6i nhé cé mét
ngudi Tho noi véi téi do la “Sre pren”
(ruong kho can nudc). Theo tdi trudc
khi thanh rudng go, c6 phai day la di tich
cho dua thuyén ghe ngo ctia nguoi Chan
Lap chdng? Khao ra dudng nudc Chua
Cay Mai dn thong v6i con rach trude day
goi rach Lo GOm, rach nay bi lap di mot
phan khi xay x4t khu Chg Lén mdi.

Cho dén ngay nay, dién “Prei Nokor”
dé ra Viét danh “Sai Gon” chua lay lam
6n thoa. Muon néi “Prei Nokor” la “rting
gon” hodc “riing bd” hodc “xi & gida
ritng” déu dugc. Dién da “lac Ong Bén’,
mat cdn roi, thi ai muon noéi sao ciing
dugc. Cat nghia “Sai Gon” do “Thay
Ngonn” cua Tau ciing thong va nghe lot
tai hon!
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9. Sai Gon, noi tu tap budn ban caa
nguoi Tau (Tai Ngon hay la Tingan)
tao lap tii nam 1778 (D€ Ngan)

IV. Hinh dong tay bung thép dau,
dao dugc tai nén SAMIPIC ci
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“Sai Gon” do ngudi Tau lap ra nay
bién thanh Chg Lén.

Vi tri cua cdi chg nay s& di cd 1a vi:

Ngoai duyén do da néi 6 trang 44 (tai
liéu Francis Garnier rut trong Gia Dinh
Thong chi), con cd nhiing nguyén do sau
day:

a. Duyén do chinh tri: Khu wvuyc
ngudi Tau lya may thay lai trung ngay
gitia khu vuc Mién (vung Phu Lam) va
khu vyc Viét (Vam Bén Nghé chg Bén
Thanh); bat ng6 day la vi tri “trai don”
gitia hai khu Mién - Viét. Ngay sau, dic
Cao Hoang x4y thanh 1790 cting lya cho
cach xa xém Mién c6 y dé x6m Tau &
gitia lam trung gian.

b. Duyén do kinh tai: Day la duyén
do quan trong nhat. Chg Lén & dau
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nhting moi dudng thuy, mot xuoéng Luc
Tinh, mét lén Nam Vang, mdt moi la nga
lén Cu lao Pho (Bién Hoa) va mét moi
theo bién truc chi ra Hué. Duyén do kinh
té nhoi thém duyén do dia lgi. Danh tu
“Dé Ngan” (doc giong Tau la Tai Ngon,
Tin Gan). Thay Ngonn rat c6 thé la dau
moi dé ra hai chit “Sai Gon”,

Truéc ndm 1914, trén con dudng
Tran Hung Dao* con nhiéu rudng nudc
ao lay. Sai Gon va Chg Lén 1a hai khu
riéng biét, & gitia 1a mot cdi bung nudc
dong khdi dau tu nha ga dai 16 Lé Lgi
va dai 10 Nguyén Hué, dau kia phia
Cho Lén chét bung la dau dudng Dong

Khanh (Thty Binh cf, rue de Marins).
36 Duong Tran Hung Dao, lic du thao thi dinh phai chay
ngay tu trudc nha “Quéc Hoi” - nay 1a nha hat thanh pho -
thang mot mach v6 Chg Lén, di ngang chg Bén Thanh, thing
bon mot duong, nhu vay méi dung luat thim my, nhung khi
bat tay vao viéc thi “dung cham phong thily, mé ma nhiéu
vong toc”, nén danh stia lai uén veo tii chg Bén Thanh, vé my
quan bét di mot vai.
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Ném 1916, Phap 14p bung, d6 dat boi lam
dudng “Ba Muoi” (tic Galliéni ci, nay
la Tran Hung Dao). Nam 1928, dudng
Galliéni vla trai da xanh lén trén 16p
da do va bat dau dugc trang nhya. Hai
bén dudng con nhiéu thtta rudng hoang
vu, chiéu chiéu trdi gan mua, tiéng dé,
tiéng énh uong ri rit huénh hoang, khé
biét day la trung tam do6 thanh hoa I¢.
Nha lup xup khong hang 16i, mai la mai
ton (tole), dan lao dong chen chuc, gai
an suong du hang. Bau 1929 c6 den dién
giang gitia chia con dudng lam hai chiéu
1én xudng. Dudng xe dién ddt trung tam
dai 10, dén nam 1953 man han giao keo
khai thac méi chiu dep. Nam 1954, g&
dudng ray va lap nhya san bang. Phia sau
dinh Téan Kiéng, gan tru s& c6 van quan
su My dong (SAMIPIC cii) va cho nha
ga Pétrus Ky dau dai 16 Cong Hoa (nay la
Nguyén Van Cii) con go cao nghéu ng-
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héu: day la nén ctt x6m Khmer, néu dao
béi 4t gdp d6 ¢8 tich Mién chéc han.

Mbét di tich chot, x6m Galliéni ca
vita m&i ldp gin day. Ay la khiic Rach Ba
D6 dung véi dai 160 Tran Hung Dao va
dai 16 Cong Hoa (Nguyén Vin Cti). Cho
nay trudc day con la mét dudng sinh
lay nudc hoi thui bé hoang. Nay lap di,
dudng sa thém vé dep va hgp vé sinh,
nhung tranh khong khoéi dong long hoai
co.
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10. Sai Gon caa Viét

Thué “dang cyu” vung Sai Gon
chanh danh goi “Bén Nghé¢” D46 méi
la x6m Viét Nam. Bén Nghé, tén goi
“Nguu Chu” tén khac niia la Tan Binh
Giang; xém Bén Nghé chay dai ti khu
Chg Quan téi Hién Trung Tu (Phap
dich “temple de la Fidélité”) va chay dén
Thuy xudng (Arsenal). Miéu Hién Trung
do dtc Cao Hoang dung lén dé€ tho cac
cong than khai co dung nghiép, trong c6
bai vi may tram cdi, gom c6 mot bai vi
thd nguoi thuy binh Phap Matelot Man-
uel, miéu Hién Trung von & trong thanh
O Ma (Camp des mares, c6 luc 1a tru
s6 trung uong Canh sat). Sau nam déo
chinh 1945, binh Phap tré lai chiém cu
thanh O Ma, va d& bé miéu Hién Trung,
vé sau nay khong con nhin dugc xua 6
cho nao.
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Ca ba vung: vung Mién (Phu Lam),
vung Tau (D€ Ngan) va vung Viét (Bén
Nghé) noi lién nhau nhd rach, kinh, song
ngoi nhiéu hon bang dudng 16 dat. Nay
dan cu ngay moét thém dong, nha ctia
ngay mot thém nhiéu, cdc dudng thay
dao bi lap lan hoi, khong dé gi truy tam
ra manh mai. Cach nay mot traim nam xe
cd rat it, dudng sa khong nhiéu nhu bay
gio. Mudn xé dich chd nay qua cho no,
dudng xa dung vong, cang, sang niia thi
chay ngua thém mau le, nhung van tén
kém kho cuc (ngua phai dung gio cho dn
cho nghi dudng stic) da phién phuc lai
nhiéu bat tién. Pudng gan, gon nhtit va
ré tién la di thuyén, ghe 10ng, ghe gian,
tam ban bon chéo hoac hai chéo, binh
dén hon nita la chiéc xudng ba la (chi ba
tam van ghép lai).

Khap Sai Gon (Bén Nghé) va bé
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Ngan (Chg Lén), 16i 1860, co6 rat nhiéu
con kinh dao tay, tuy ban thiu nhung
thud do rat can ich. V€ sau, lan 1an cac
kinh bi ldp mat dang hinh, nhudng ché
cho Sai Gon tan thdi, xtiing danh hon
“Btiu ngoc Vién Dong” (La Perle de 'Ex-
tréme Orient).

Trong thanh noi, xin ké dai lugc
nhting co quan sau nay:

a. Hanh chanh:

~ Dinh Ong Thugng, viing cao rao.
— Trudng Thi.

— Trudng tién (cho duc tién).

— Hoang cung.

— Phap trudng.

b. Quan su:
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— Co xudng, vung phu can.
— Thuy trai (arsenal).

— Trudng Diém (kho dan, cé phai la
dinh Tan Xa cti changy?).

— Ca dinh.
— Mo sung (dong Tap tran).
— Khu luong thuc (Cau Kho).

c. Pho xd: nha ctia dan cu & ving
thap cé cac rach con néi lién nhau.

d. Phia xa v6 lan trong Chg Lén: Pho
Hoa kiéu (trong ban d6 Phap dé “Bazar
chinois”), cé phai D€ Ngan day chang?

Theo cuon “Annuaire de la Co-
chinchine” in nam 1865, h6i Tay mdi
qua, vung Sai Gon dém dugc bon chuc
lang & dai theo song Bén Nghé va chung
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quanh Quy Thanh?’.

Trong bai khdo ctiu cta cu Truong
Vinh Ky “Souvenirs historiques”, cu
thé dai lugc chung quanh Sai Gon xua
c6 nhiing lang nhu Hoa My, Tan Khai,
Long Dién, My Hoi, Nam Chon, Long
Hung, Cau Kho, Chg Quan, Tan Kiéng,
An Binh, Hoa Nghia, (Trudng Thi) v.v...

Nay ta thti dao mot vong thanh pho
Sai Gon xua, 16i sinh thoi cu Truong
Vinh Ky, va bat dau ti co xudng thay
quan ké lan hoi vo trong Chg Lén, thi:
Tu mé Rach Thi Nghe (Avlanche) tén
chti “Binh Tri Giang” ké lan hoi vo6 kinh
Bén Nghé (Arroyo chinois), tén chi
“Nguu Cht hay Tan Binh Giang’, c6 ca
thay bon ap:

37 Bouchot - La naissance et les premieres années de Saigon,
ville frangaise (B.S.E. I. 1922. No 2 page 73 va B.S.E.I. Octo-
bre 1935, page 84)
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1) Xém Hoa My, tiic x6m Thuy trai
(Arsenal).

2) X6ém Tan Khai.
3) X6m Long Dién.

4) X6m Trudng Hoa, gidp véi dudng
Cong Ly (NKKN).

Thanh phé Sai Gon thugc vung dat
thon My Hoi, bat tii mé kinh cay Cam
chay dung ranh lang Tan Khai.

Tan Khai, tuc danh 1a Chg Soéi, hoac
Vam Bén Nghé, ranh dat an giap dudng
Truong Tién (dudng mé song 16i Cau
Mong).

Hoéi dang cyu, dudng mé song nha
ctia dong duc 16p trén bg, 16p dusi mé
nudéc, chay dai chen khtc khit nhau.

Khuc song Bén Nghé ngay 16i rach
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Ong Bé sdp vo6 trong Cho Lén, c6 x6m
tén goi “Lo Voi”.

Doi xua, 6ng xd trudng lang My
Hoéi, nhé trong vung dat c6 xay thanh
tri, cling nhu ngay nay chtic d6 truéng
(1960), nén oai v¢ khong xa trudéng nao
bi kip. Xa trudng lang My Hdi, chtic tuy
nhé nhung dic cach ngang hang Cai
tong duong thoi dy, va dugc dac an doi
mao trai bi (Souvenirs historiques).

Moi khi lang My Hoi chay s6 xin xay
cat dinh chua hoac lam lai hay tu b6 cong
s0, khi s6 tau dén kinh, ban vé vua phai
mot kham sai dai than mang vao nam
quan tién kém va vai mén tang pham
khéac dyng trén mot mam son son thép
vang “vat khinh hinh trong”“on vua 10c
nudéc’, bay nhiéu do du phinh mii dan
den!
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“Dong ddo thay phudng My Hoi,

Sum nghiém bdy lang Tan Khai.

Ngoi lién dudi lan, pho thuong khdnh
toa ngang toa doc.

Hién sé cdcnh én, nha quan dan hang
van hang dai.

Gdi nha nhudc tay vong tay niéng,

Trai xénh xang chon hén chon hai...”

(C8 Gia binh vinh, tuong truyén do
ong Ng6 Nhon Tinh soan, ban in Truong
Vinh Ky, 1882, trang 5).

Xom Hang Dinh (ban dinh) & 16i
vudn choi trén con dudng Ty Do, dudng
nay da cé tu thud cyu trao, nhung nhé
bé va qué mua lam. Tt mé song dén dinh
Thuong tho (Direction de I'Intérieur) cé
may chom cay cau su6én dugt chen chuic
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gan xo0m nha 14 lup sup; 16i ndm 1860,
gan duong Nguyén Van Thinh (d'Ormay
ci) nguoi ta con thdy mot ngdi chua co,
mai udén cong qudét nhu cdp sting, canh
bén c6 mot quan rugu tay ctia bon linh
Phap, ban ngay che man trang phéu.

Trudc Toa Do chanh hién nay (1960)
thi thud ay co con kinh nho, trén co6 xay
mot cdi cong, goi “Coéng Cau Dau” vi tai
x6m chuyén mon ban dau phdng dé€ an
va dé thap den. Con kinh nay, Tay dén
thi 1ap di, thay vao con dudng Charner
cii, hoi do cling goi la “Pudng Kinh Lap”.

Nga tu Kinh Lap dung véi con kinh
vé sau bién thanh Dai 16 Bonard (nay la
Lé Lgi) hoi mo6 ma thai Phap, van la xém
sang trong nhat. Tai ch6 bon nudc ngay
nga tu nay, hoi do cé xay mot cdi bé cao
hinh bat gidc, vao khoang 1920 t6i 1én
hoc Sai Gon con thay tdn mat. Moéi chiéu
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thu bay, tai bé nay cd may chu linh san-
da tr6i nhac Tay cho dong bao ta thudng
thic. Ngay nay, nhac Phap, nhac My
nghe nham tai, cac rap chép bong, may
hat va may radid “don dn” dén chéan bu
é ché, ché thud ay, lam gi ma dugc nghe
nhac ngoai quéc cho da con rdy. Hoa
chang tui nao ddm 1€t lai gan nha hang
“Continental” danh cho “khach Tay” an
(dudng Dong Khéi), nha hang Pancrazi
trén duong Bonard (Lé Loi), va cho nga
tu Bon Keén nay mdéi dugc thudng thic.
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Phét dong C6 Cao Mién dao tai nén
SAMIPIC cta

Tuong truyén 6ng Huynh Man Dat
da gdp ong Ton Tho Tudng va hai dang
déi dap nhau bang hai bai tho bat hu
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cling tai chd nay tuc danh “Bon Ken”
Ong Huynh Man Dat, 1a ngudi Rach
Gia, thi do cti nhan, lam quan trao Ty
Duc, chiic dén tuan phu thi xin huu tri vi
khong khiing & lai giup Phap. Mot budi
chiéu kia, 6ng lén Sai Gon choi, 6ng doi
nén ngua — thd nén nhu non la nhung
két bang 16ng chim, dung khi cugi ngua
— 6ng ding coi linh Lang sa thoi ken, xay
gap o6ng Ton Tho Tudng ngoi xe song
ma chay trd téi, ong lat dat nap goc cay
khong cho 6ng Tudng thay nhung ong
Tudng da lanh mat nhay xuong xe mting
r&. Hai nguoi ing khiu nhu vay:

Huynh Man Dat xuéng:
Ctiu ma nam ba dao cap ke,

Duyén sao (duyén dau) giai cau khéo
de ne.
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Pa cam bit mdt cung tréi dat,

Pau ddm nghiéng minh v&i ngua xe.
Hén hé tré dung dudng dam liéu,
Lo tho gia nap coi cay hoe.

Su doi thay vay thoi hay vay,

Tha 4n non cao chang biét nghe.

Ton Tho Tuodng biét y, ngam tra lai
mot bai the nhu sau:

Tinh c6 xdy gap (gap g6) ban tién
liéu,

Thi pht ngam nga hung gio6 chiéu,
Thé cudc doi doi cang lam lam,

Thién ¢ mau nhiém hay nhiéu
nhiéu,

Nud6c non nhudng ay tinh dudng ay,
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Xe ngua bao nhiéu bui bay nhiéu.
Héam hé& nhac Tay hoi trdéi manh,
Nghe qua ngui nhé giong tiéu thiéu.

Tai liéu theo “Diéu C6 ha kim”
Nguyén Lién Phong soan, ban 1925,
trang 40-41.

“Bon Keén” cling con la mot danh tu
dé goi bon du cén 6 x6m nay, phan nhiéu
la tay don ban, nau dn cho cac quan Lang
sa, thudng hay cay thé than ctia cha, hong
hach hung hang, tu xung la “Anh chi Bon
Ken” va hay gay an thua ddnh 16n hodc
dam chém véi du con xé6m khac nhu
“Xom Don Ban” (Paul Bert ci), “Xém
Khanh H6i” (Anh chi Bén Tau), hodc du
con “Mat Mad Hong”(dudng Mac Mahon)
hay “Lang Xi B&€”(dudng Blanscubé).

Thuo dy dén anh chi chua cé “ché
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Itia”(sung luc, sing sau) nhu bay gis. Ho
noéi chuyén véi nhau chi bang tay sat, cu
chi, roi gan bo, hodc dao tu, mién 1a du
an theo trén mat la cung... nhung ho
c6 thoéi va xdm minh va tang béc nhau
bang danh ti “dai ca” nhu trong truyén
“Thuy HG” hay trong cac truyén Tau
khac. C6 ngudi xdm tich “Vo Tong da
h&”, nguoi xam ciu tho ran doi: “Hoan
nan bét ly chon quén tt, Lam nguy bat
ciiu mac yéng hung”. C6 ké xam bua
chu, bua “gong’, ngudi xam hinh y trung
nhon hodc con “dam” 16a thé, tham chi
c6 ngudi vao khdm deén t6i hung hdng,
khi ra dem v€ ky niém mot vai cau chit
Phap nhu:

“La richesse attire les amis” xam trén
vé hitu.

“La paivreté les éloigne” xam trén vé
ta (dinh chling anh chang nay da bi mot

Phdn thi tw



Sai Gon ndm xwa | 179

vé ban be phi phang chi day).

Co6 mot anh, t6i dugc gap, xam khap
than thé khong chiia mét da non: hai bap
tay nhiing cau chii nho:

“Tién dong tich kim bang cdng lac
Hau lam nguy bat kién dé huynh”

Gifta nguc xam mo{t con rong
doanh... ddc bi¢t nhit la sau lung, trén
deé: “République francaise” dudi thém
caw: “Viva la France” va may con so
“1914-1918” hodiraanh la motlinh “chao
mao” tiing du tran chau Au dai chién.

Danh tt “du con” c6 1é do tich bon
nay, nguyén la bon du thua du thyc, tay
thuong cam mot “doan con” (con van)
bang sat, dong hay g6 trac dé hd than,
vé sau vi ¢ 1énh co bdt cho bat nhiing
ké tay cam giy heéo nén ho déi lai, dé dé
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chay an, cdim mot 6ng iéu bang dong dé
khi httu sy dung lam binh khi hodc khi
nao cao hiing che chén no say thi mucln
dé thoi hoi phu tram, ké “tho Sau Trong’,
“tho thdy Thong Chanh ban Bién Ly Tay
& Tra Vinh”, hoac “tho Cau Hai Miéng”
con cua Lanh binh Tan.

Vé danh tt “Bon Kén”, thud nho toi
c6 dugc nghe ddm con nit chg Séc Trang
hat nhu sau:

“Ac-tdp lach So-cu-la Canh-ti-na
Bon Ken”, hodc thong thudng nhut va
von ven nhtt 1a hai chi sau “Bon Kén”
hay “B6 Ké” d€ ché nhao lan nhau. Xét
ra nguoi Triéu Chau c6 mot danh tu “Bo
En” (b4t an) d€ noi v6i nhau khi gap mot
viéc gi khong may? Hai tiéng nay nghe
tya tua nhu hai tiéng “Bo Keé”. Cau trén c6
thé ndi la “dong diéu” dugc chang? Mot
diéu t6i biét chdc 1 né cé trudc nim Au
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chién 1914-1918. Lic nho téi cling bat
chudc anh em la hat theo nhu vay nhung
ky that khong hiéu d6 la nghia gi. V€ sau
khi lén hoc trudng Sai Gon, téi dugc
ném mui tam tablette de chocolat ban tai
goc duong Catinat va Bonard gan “Bon
Ken” to6i méi thay c6 1€ cau nay thud ay;a
mot mon qua sang trong hi€m cé dugc
dem vé xt qué, chg Séc Trang yéu mén
cua toi, nhung bséi phat am khong ranh
nén nghe trai be nhu vay chiang?(“Ac-tap
lach S6-cu-la Canh-ti-na Bon Kén” phai
chang 1a “la tablette de Chocolat ... Cat-
inat...Bon Ken”

“B6 Ké&” dudi xt Séc Trang cua toi,
thudng dugc dung dong nghia véi danh
tt “léu léu mac ¢§”. Thang 8 nam 1962
toi gap lai ban cii 6 Séc Trang la anh Tu
Nguon Dong, anh mach tdi rang cau:
“Canh-ti-na B6 Ké” do dién “Candidat
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bo-én” 1a tich anh Long em ctia Quach
Xén, di thi so hoc nam 1928 rét nén doé
1a “sitt batan” (“bo én” ti€éng Trieu Chau
1a “khong tot”).

Toi cling nhé gan ndm muoi ndm vé
trudc, tai chau thanh Soc Trang cd mot
ong gia ngudi Hué ki€u dau giat téc bim,
ong ngudi cao 16n dénh dang, binh nhuyt
hién nhu Phat, nhung khi c6 mot dva tré
con nao dam néi trudc mat bon ti€ng vo
nghia ly: “B6 cu 6ng gia’, thi 6ng gian dd,
dé mat tia tai, chay theo lay Ong diéu tre
bd “tudi hot sen” trén dau, viia kho viia
chtii “L... ma may! Thang Xich cam xa”.
Ay d6: “b6 cu 6ng giad” 1a “beaucop d6ng

»

gla.

“Xich cAm xa” chila “cest comme ca”.
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Nhiing danh tii v6 t6i ma da khién
nhiéu ban da bi 6ng gia nay rugt nhiéu
lan nhu tdi, ai dé xin 1én tiéng, chung ta
sé hiép hdi dan miing va “bo ké” mot bia!

a) Dinh Thy, Cong s6... Kinh Rach.
Tu Cot Co Thu Ngi...

Dai theo bd song Bén Nghé, nha pho
dan cu déu cat bang gob tap, tre ntia va
lgp bang 14 “can dop” (14 lgp nha cham
theo ki€éu Cao Mién) hoac lgp bang tra-
nh. Nha thi lam theo kiéu nha san, ntia
phan & trén dat lién day mat ra 19, nta
phan de ra mdt nudc, tam rla gidt gya
rat tién, thém duogc cai viia ré tién via
hap vé sinh.

Cudi duong Tu Do, tai bén do qua
chg Thua Thiém thi c6 “Thay cac” va
“Luong ta” la nha tam cua vua, cét trén
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be tre. Chd nay doi xua goi la “Bén ngu*®”
va theo ba Hilda Arnold, lai c6 mot hanh
cung & cho S& Thuong Chanh hién nay,
vao doi Chua Nguyén. Nam 1865, Phap
lap noi dé nha chi nhanh Buu Dién,
khuc dau dudng de la Somme, 16i ndm
1947-1948, t6i con dén day lanh buu
kién. (Con nha Buu dién chanh, xua xay
tii ndm 1886, dén ndm 1891 mdi hoan
thanh). Gan bén nhau c¢6 con do cheo
tay dua rudc bo hanh qua lai Tha Thiém.
Nay bén van con, duy co 1ai do ngay tho
dep dé da thay vao bang mot dong co rap
trén mdt chiéc pha cham chap, xuc xich
toi ngay trén dong song bac. Co 1di do my
miéu da di dau thai qua nhiéu kiép khac,
c6 con chdng 1a cau hét truyén tung doi
doi:

38 ngudi Mién xua goi vung nay la “kongpongluong” ttic
“bén vua”. Sach su Viét da am ti nay ra “lam phong long”
trong tau sé. V€ sau, diat “Huyén Tan Long” dat Sai Gon, theo

toi at ciing dé khéu goi it nhiéu danh tit Mién “komponglu-
ong” vay_VHS.
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“Bap non ma nudéng lira 1o,
Dé ai ve dudc con do Thu Thiém!”

Xuéng dong tau chién ciing & Thu
Thiém, do6i dién véi co xudng Thay quan.
B&i thudng co tau chién dau tai day, nén
x0m nay cing goi la “Xém Thuy trai”
nhung boi dan ta quen noéi tat nén ua
goi la “X6m thay” lau ngay ciing quen
tai. Xém nay ciing goi “Xém Tau O” vi
day la tru s& ctia bon Tau thudng truong
buom den. Chit la “Tuan hai dé dinh”
nghe oai v¢ nhung todn quan nay, tiéng
1a quy thudn chua Nguyén, c6 phéin sy
tuan tiéu ngoai bién ca song ngoi va tu
tao chién thuyén nha vua nhung tinh ca
kho chiia, 6 la quin cudp bién gdp dip
so hd 1a ra tay, bat luan doéi véi quan Tay
Son hay phe Nguyén chtia. Dan gian déu
gém mat, dém dém tré nhoé nghe goi hai
tiéng “Tau O” 1a nin khéc. (Tai hang De-
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nis Freres dau dudng Tu Do, khi budc vo
cta l6n, lén mot tling néc thang, khach
sé thay gan trén tuong vai cay sung dong
cd nhé nap dan dang miéng va cham
ngoi hoa mai phia sau dudi, sung dong
nay tiéng nd di hon tai hai gay ra, nhung
thud 4y nghe da bay hon, du lam bon
Tau O kiéng oai lanh mat).

Ngang Tht Thiém, bén nay bo song
la co xudng thuy quan, trudc kia quen
goi véi danh ti ngoai lai “Ba Son”. Ngudn
gdc hai chit “Ba Son” ciling & trong vong
dinh chiing. Mot thuyét cho rang “Ba
Son” do danh tlti Phap “Mare aux pois-
sons” goi tat lai; danh rang thud trudc kia
gitia Arsenal® (tén goi vao nhiing nam
1960 cua co xudng Thuy quin) c6 mot
con kinh dao tay, nho nhung rat nhiéu

39 Arsenal c6 tu nam 1864. Nha cua vién giam doc sé Ba
Son, goc duong Cuong D€ Nguyén Du. Dinh nay xay tii nim
1877.
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ca tom, thud ay ngudi Phap thich cau
cé tai day, vé sau xéo nhé lap di nhung
danh van con, cho nén su Viét Nam hoda
tiéng Phdp “mare aux poissons” ra tiéng
Viét “Ba Son” ¢6 phan dung viing. Theo
thuyét khac lai d6 thiia hoi xua (doi Ba
c6 Hy nao d6) da c6 mét anh thg ngudi
tén “Son” 1a con thu ba, v6 lam s& nay,
roi lay do dat tén cho s& no, thuyét nay
vO can cd, theo toi, phan chac 1a do méy
bac ting dé cat nghia gugng va xin chtia
cho c6 hon phong su gidi quyét.

Thuyét thi ba thi cho rang “Ba Son”
do danh tii Phap “Bassin de radoub” ma
cd. “Bassin” > “Ba Son’, theo t6i cling cd
phan ding viing nhu thuyét thi nhat
“mare aux poissons”. Theo quyén “Prom-
enades dans Saigon”, tac gia, ba Hilda Ar-
nold ghi, rang buo6i dau ngucsi Phap da
xudt ra trén bay triéu quan thai ay dé lap
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dat va xdy cdi u tau “bassin de radoub”
nay, d€ c6 thé stia chiia cac thi tau chién
tau budn tai day khoi dem vé Phap quoc.
Thai dy, cudc chuyén van déu do duong
thuy, nén cai “bassin de radoub” gitp ho
nam van mang xd nay trong tay™.

Vé danh tu “Dinh Thugng tho” goi
thay danh tt “dinh Pong ly néi vu” (Di-
rection de I'Intérieur) truy ra dinh nay
cat xong nam 1864, tdi da c6 noi trong
doan trudc. TU nam 1946, tré nén “Dinh
Thu hién Nam Viét” r6i “Toa Dai biéu
Nam Phan”, sau do 1a “B6 Kinh t€ Viét
Nam Cong Hoa”

“Dinh Thong doc Nam Ky~ budi
trudc quen goi 1a “Dinh Pho Sodi*"” vi
40 mot thuyét khac, theo dng Tran Van Huong, thi “Répata-
tion” bién thanh “Ba Son” cling nhu danh tt “B6 R6” do chii
“pelouse” ma ra. Toi xin chép ca ra day, mac cho cac ban ty
do lua chon.

41 Dinh Gia Long hién nay. Trudc 1y ki€u theo vién trién
lam hoi hoa thanh Munich (pinacotheque de Munich) vi
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chtic Théng doc hoi Tay méi qua van
ndm trong tay v0 quan chic phong
“Lieutenant—Governeur”. Dén ndm 1878
mdi cé nghi dinh bai chtic “Phd Sodi vo”
va giao quyén cai tri cho Thong doc (van
quan). Thong doc dau tién Le Myre de
Vilers. Nay Le Myre de Vilers da chét ba
muoi doi vuong, duy con lai mot dau
xe ltia trudc chay dudng Sai Gon — My
Tho, ma mdi day da giai ban cho vé ché
cai! Moi lan chay, dau xe ltia Le Myre de
Vilers vtia ho vua khac ra khéi viia thét
ra ltia, ma c6 khi khong du trén 1én doc
cau Tan An va cau Bén Ltic, tréo 1én tudt
xuong, lén doc khong noi... trdi ké, xe

dinh xay xong sé ldy dé lam vién trung bay nhiing kinh té
phdm trong xt (musée de économique). Nhung khi xay cét
16i thi vién thong doc chodn &, cho dén nay vién bao tang
kinh t€ phdm chua c6 ché xting dang d€ don. Dinh Gia Long,
xay ti ndm 1885 dén nam 1890 mdi hoan thanh. L&i nam
1941-42, vién Thong doc Hoeffel phd bé mit tién dinh nay
va mdt tién Nha Hat D6 Thanh, thay bo dién theo kiéu mdi
nhu ta thay ngay nay...
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v N ~ \ e ~ «__ 2 D A \ .
cdp bén ciling coi cling “xa hoi” 6n ao oai
vé khiép?

Nam 1864, ngudi Phap lap vuon
Bach thdo. Gidm doc, ong Pierre la mot
nha thuc vat hoc ky tai. Ong sanh nim
1833, mat nam 1905, lam giam déc vion
Bach théo tu 1865-1877.

Nam 1865, kiém tra dian s6 Phap
kiéu tai Sai Gon, dém dugc von ven nam
tram bay muoi bay (577) tru trong s6 dé
c6 tam muoi (80) thudc phai dep. Vi thé
cho nén modi lan ganh hat Lang sa qua
dién, viia hay tin thi cac tay c6 mau mat
lat dat xin giay phép dua nhau dap tau
qua Tan Gia Ba (Singapore) dé lua my
nhon va kén chon y trung nhon. Con lai
nhiing bon kém xu khong lam nhu vay
dugc hodc vi phai lam viéc trong tham
son cung cdc nhu Tay doan, Tay kiém
lam thi danh long tam gd duyén cung
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“chi hai”, “chi ba”, “thi met” ma mdi ci gi
ciing déu khép dudi danh tu thom tho
“con gai”!

Quén noi riang tii ndm 1863 da co
ganh hat Tay qua dién tai Sai Gon day
roi d€ gidi sdu cho khach vién chinh.
Ban so ho hat tai nha cay cta Thuy su
bé doc tai noi goi “Cong trudng Dong
ho” (Place de 'Horloge) géc Tu Do va
Nguyén Du ngay nay va luc 4y thi nha
th& 16n (nha thd Dic Ba) chua co. K€ dé
nha hat Tay dugc ddi vé xdy tam 6 build-
ing Caravelle hién nay. Con rap l6n thi
bat dau xay dung 16i nam 1898, dén ngay
1 thang Giéng nam 1900 &n 1€ lac thanh
16n lam. Gitia hai tran giac 1914-1918 va
1939, viéc dem ganh hat tii Phap qua day
dién c¢6 trg cap khong 16 ctia Do thanh,
bi nhiéu ngudi phan doi va cé y muodn
stia lam nha hoa nhac (salle de concert).
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Vé sau nha hat Tay mat khach ang ho vi
cac tay an choi déu bi cac hop dém, cac
quan com c6 nhac va c6 khiéu va giap
vui thu hut gan hét, con mot mé khéc thi
lai thich ciné, chép bong néi, viia la viia
h&p dan hon.

Thang Tu nam 1888, c6 vua Cao
Mién, dic Hoang Lan (Norodon) ngu
du Sai Gon. Chanh phu Phap thiét 1€ tiép
nghinh trong thé. Ngai ngu y phuc dai 1é
Phap, 40 ni két nut kim cuong, nén dua
gang (chapeau melon) c6 gan hot xoan
that 16n, nhung ngai van giti chin to
chian mang gidy da lang ki€u escarpin c6
gan hot xoan.

Hai Phap kiéu Vandelet va Farault
dau gia mua “hoa chi” cho c& bac hot me
cong khai trén Nam Vang tu 1885 dén
1889, vi nhut trinh (bao chi) la qua méi
thoi. B6i muon khong ton tién phu cap
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bac mat ma Chanh pht Phap nham mat
cho lam nhu véy, dé vua Mién lay tién
xau. Mot phu cap la lung khéac trén Nam
Vang la mdi thang “Nha nuéc” phat cho
vua va cdc hoang than quy toc mot s6 4
phién ctia nha Doan, khong hut thi ban
ra ma xai, hai méi t¢ ay anh hudng rat
nhiéu dén cach dn thdi ¢ xt Sai Gon thoi

do.

Tram tau dién tai cot ¢ Thu Ngt vao
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nam 1905

Song Thi Nghe gidap véi rach Bén
Nghé, chd giap nudc la mot cai thoi loi
gie ra ngoai song, phong canh rat dep,
gié mat tii O C4p théi vao tu mua. Ngudi
Phdp dung tai day mot cdt cb co tén goi
“c6 Tha Ngti” (mat des signaux). Sau day
vi c6 quan rugu trd danh chiéu m¢ anh
hung mac khéach rat dong, nén bgm rugu
dat tén rat khoi hai 1a “Mai dat bon tan
déc” (Pointe des Blagueurs) truy ra dudi
thoi Nam triéu, cho nay goi la “tram Gia

A »

Tan™:
“Gia Tan nén tam thud xua,
Ngay nay cd dung cOt c6 gan bén”

(Kim Gia Dinh phong canh vinh,
ban in Truong Vinh Ky, trang 7).

Trén chot ngon c& thudng thay treo
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am ngti, ban ngay la cd vai, c6 mau, hodc
mot qua bdng son den, ban dém thi treo
mot anh deén, khi trang khi do, tic la am
hiéu bdao tin cho tau bé biét hiéu linh
tranh 16 ran hiém nguy, ghe thuyén qua
lai, trong ltc v6 ra song Sai Gon.

Nghi cho hoi doi xua, ltc chua co xe
0-t6 16ng l1ay thi di d6 di day toan la “cudc
bd”, sang lam mdi dugc xe kiéng, xe song
ma v.v... B6i cac ¢ ay nén khic dudng
tt “Dinh Thugng tho” dé qua “Dinh Phé
soai” roi an xudng téi “Cot ¢ Thu Ngi”
da ké cho 1a xa mut ti té. Ngay nay con lai
cau hat va tich sau day:

Tién nhuyt, hoi trudc c6 mdt cip vo
chong chap noi, vg la tay “don ban” tu
chiéng lam cho Tay, chong la tui “nau an”
“ba roi” cia Phap - hai nguédi dung nhau
chung lung lam nghé ban do6 lam vé (do
Phép ngii “rabiot” tiic d6 du; xua Thong
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ché Joffre ua dung danh tii nay nht).
Ngay ngay doi vg chong thay phién nhau
ganh gong va dém dém mdc dau mua
gio, anh va chi cling phai quay trén vai
ganh “d6 Tay” ban nhu vay tu dau dudng
Tu Do ngang dinh Thugng tho (Cati-
nat) cho dén tan mé s6ng cho cot cd Thu
Ngii (Pointe des Blanguers) dgi khi nao
noi, soong sach bach thiic an méi dé hué
cung nhau ganh ganh khong vé nghi. De
dau, cudc lam an viia kha thi anh chong
bién chiing sanh sta chuyén no kia, meo
m& bé tha, bo ganh lai mdt minh chi vg
dam duong, cui cut. Ttc qua, chi nghira
cau hat nhu vay d€ to tinh:

“Thugng tho, Phé Sodi* Thu Ngi
treo cd, ho, ho,

42 Cau trén c6 khi nghe hat: “Thugng tho ban gidy”_ttic ban
gidy tin chi dan mua dang lap t6 ly hon;Tha Ngii treo c§_treo
c6 am hiéu; Mii ni danh dao v.v... Theo t6i, cau nay khong
thiét thuc bang cau trén - VHS.
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Bu-don (bouillon), om-lét (om-
elette), bi-tét (beaf steak), xac-xdy &
(sacré),

Mi-ni (menu) danh dao, bay gio
may bo tao ¢! H6 ho”

Than lam mét mu gia trau, mot chi
bép dét nat, ngd dau khi tdm hon bi kich
thich qua do, lai san xuat may cau bat ha
lam vay, via lam ly thong thiét, viia té
nhi, binh dan. D6 ai stia chiia hoac thém
bét dugc chii nao. Ban dau chi ké duong
dai tham thugt ti trudc dinh Thugng
tho trdi qua dinh Pho Sodi, doan dén
b song... ké cac thiic an gdbm ham ba
lang xac-xay (sacré) va ho 16n: nao nudc
xup bu-don, nao hot ga chién dm-I1ét,
nao thit bit-tét, v.v... va v.v... Via ké chi
vtia nhac ngay thuong chong vg nho to
thu thi ludn cau dao dtic, té ra may cau
“danh dao khuyén doi” nay méi ré dau
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chép ra at khong day to gidy lon ra mén
an (menu): khd oi 1a kho! Nao khi cuc
nhoc thuc khuya day sém cé nhau, bay
gio mdi viia kha khd, 6ng chong t6i danh
coi nhe tinh tAm man vdi to6i, Troi oi la
Trai!

Buoi so khéi, hoi Tay méi qua, doi Dé
doc Thuy su Jauréguiberry, ngudi Phép
ho xay dugc mot nha tam lam dinh quan
bé doc, mot dudng duong dé tri binh
cho cac binh linh, m¢ét Thanh dudng
(1860) dé€ lo vé phan hon, thém mot cai
an quan dé in thong cdo va mdt s it sach
vG can thiét ctia chinh pht. Bao nhiéu
co s¢ dy déu dung lén trong vung gan
nha thuong Don Dat. Dén lugt Dé doc
Bonard qua thay thé cho Jauréguiberry,
khi tau ghé Tan Gia Ba, Bonard dat tho
lam va ché qua Sai Gon mdét sudn nha
toan bang god, vé day dung tai nén trudng
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Taberd bay gio. (Ban do toa nha nay con
giti ky tai Vién Bao Tang Sai Gon).

Truéc dinh cé xay mdt toa nha lau
cling toan bang go, trén dinh lau c6 gan
mot dong ho rat 16n d€ bao gio: nhon doé
dét tén la “Tour de 'Horloge”, nghe dugc
dén*. Vi tri cai dong ho nay 6 vung gan
nha tho 16n va dudng Gia Long nay la
Ly Tu Trong. Cho Thu Vién Quéc Gia
béy gid thi cé S& Ngan Kho va nha Buu
Dién. Con mot trai binh si niia thi tam
noi goi la thi trudng, tic Truong Thi*
hoi dang cyu (Camp des lettrés), noi day

43 Ong Nguyén Lién Phong, mot thi si thoi dy, da ghi lai
mdy cau nhu sau: C6 chd ghi gio nhut trung / Trén tau Ong
Thugng dit vong dia la; / Con nam ba phut vay ma, / Pem
do hiéu linh kéo qua cot co, / Dgi dén ding mudi hai gio, /
Do kia rét xudng siing ho giat day, / NG 1én mot tiéng vang
day, / Chau thanh bon phia sum vay gidc trua... (Nam Ky
Phong Tuc Nhon Vat Dién Ca, Nguyén Lién Phong, in nha
Phat Toan, 1909).

44 Theo ba Hilda Arnold, thi t¢ diéu udc ngay 5-6-1862 giiia
ba nudc Phap - Iphanho - Pai Nam, van ky noi Trudng Thi
ndy...
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ngay nay con di tich may goc diép tay to
16n, do ngudi Lang Sa trong dé€ che nang
cho nhém danh quan lan “c6loa” (boules
gauloises). Canh bén la dudng Blancsubé
va cac anh chi xém ndy thudng v6 nguc
xung “Anh hung Lang-Xi-B¢”.

Ngang Thu Thiém, gan x6m Thuy
trai, cO mot cau tau, tuc danh “Cau Go’,
~ ¢ A » A\ 2 14 /4
cung goi “Cau Quan’, vi ¢ trong x0m co
nhiéu quan vién.

Trudc khi di dén kho dan ci, boc
theo bo thanh gan ctta Dong “Phan Yén
Mon”, c6 moét con kinh nhd chay dai ay
la “Kinh Cay Cam” chay t6i dudng Lé
Thanh Toén di ngang S& Phdo thu (Pyro-
technie) qua S6 Cong binh thuat (Génie)
la dat. Con kinh nay, khac néi dai téi
Chg Ci thi goi “Kinh Chg Vai” vi vai s6
hang gié déu ban tai ddy. Cho hang xe
ngang nha hang 16n Charner thud ay cé
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mot cai giéng ngot, tén goi “Giéng Cho
Véi”. Kinh Chg Vai chay t6i mat tién toa
do6 chinh thi dut.

Con 6 gitia khodng S6 Thuong chanh
(Port de Commerce — S& nay c6 tu 1860)
cO mot con rach, tuc danh “Rach Cau
Sau” vi noi day c6 mot cai ham nudi ca
sau® dé€ xé thit ban nhu ta thay ban thit
bé thit nai hién thdoi. Rach Cau Sau noi
lién kinh Chg Vai t6i mot con rach nho
ntia do quan vd Coffyn dao, vé sau ca ba

45 Loai ca sdu stic khoe va séng dai 1dm. G Cén Tho ciing c6
Rach Cau S4u, chuyén ban thit ca sau nhu & Sai Gon. Ho tréi
hai khuyu chan trudc, x6 luén qua mot cay tre dai. Con nay
ndi duodi con kia ngdm ca x4u hai bén thuyén dé ca sau dudi
nudc lam be tha tit Song Cai Nam Vang vé Can Tho, ban
lan hoi cho dén hét sach ma khong chét con nao. Trong sach
“Théi thuc ky van” trang 208 6ng Truong Quéc Dung thuét
rang lam thit sdu, ct dé€ vay, trudc cit dudi an dan 1én, mién
dung cham dén tang rudt thi dén mdt tudn nhut ca siu van
khong chét? Trén Nam Vang mua nudc ha, thé dan dét den
lay tre dap mat nudc ao ho thi ca siu sg, bo 1én, ho theo sau
ltia dip ndm hai chén trudce 14t khuyu tréi lai thi bat dugc, dé
qué! Cho dugce nhiéu roi sé x4 tre rdi 14y dui sat chich con
chét, né trudn t6i ddy lan nhau, mudén dem di dau tuy y...
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con kinh nay déu lap bang tré nén dai
16 “Pudng Kinh Lap” chay tu dinh Do
trudng téi giap dudng Cong Ly va dai 1o
Ham Nghi (Boulevard de la Somme cii).

Quadn gidi khat goc Catinat va dOrmay
cii, don trong ng6i nha xua hoa lai theo
bao Illustration (Xem tr.91)
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Dinh gb thuy su Bornad, hoa theo bao
[lustration (Xem tr.105)

Mot ngoi nha kién ¢6 & bén song, chod
cau Thu Ngu, téi S6 Thuong Chanh
hién nay da pha v& (trich trong sach

Phap)

Ngay cho s& Thuong Chanh (Direc-
tion du Port de Commerce) c6 mot cai
don (fort) va mot hanh dinh dé danh
cho quan dai than tii Hué vao Sai Gon
c6 choé dn nghi. Tuong truyén noi day
c6 mot vai ng6i nha trudc kia 1a cho tra
ngu ctia Thai Thugng Vuong, Tan Chinh
Vuong va Nguyén Anh. (Con ngay chd
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Vién Bao Tang trong vudn Bach Thao,
doi Chua Nguyén Anh cé cit mot ngoi
nha riéng cho Ong Ba Da Loc & dé€ day
Hoang Tu Canh, goi 1a Dinh Tan Xa.
Dudng nhu su6n nha nay dugc doi vé
cat lai dya toa nha ctia Ong Linh Muc
¢ dudng Phan Dinh Phung® (nay la
Nguyén Dinh Chiéu) nhu nay con thiy.
(Sau nay hoi C8 Hoc An Hoa “Société
des Etudes Indonchinoises” c6 xay mot
bia dd ky niém ngay tai nén cit “Dinh
Tan X&', bia 4y ngay nay van con, & vé
phia ta Vién Bao Tang, day mat ngo ra
Rach Thi Nghe. Tuong truyén dam tang
Ong B4 Da Loc khéi hanh tai noi day).

Vao nam 1860, chanh phu Phap stia
sang dudng sa ma4 ra rong 16n va cao rao,

46 Toi vua diéu tra lai, ro ra toa nha gé ndm can cit trong
vong rao nha Linh Muc duong Phan Dinh Phiing, nhu hién
ta thiy tu chinh lam tiéu gido duong, von la nha xua cua dic
cha Lefebvre, ché khong phai ctia ditic cha Ba Da Loc. Nha cii
Lefebvre ndy, nhu vay thudc thoi Tu Diic (1847-1883).
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cho trai da ong cho trai d4 xanh, nhung
dan gian con giti long trung thanh véi
triéu dai cyu, con lanh nan cé y chong
Phéap, nén dau & rdi rac lo tho, cung
chiang da, va quang canh Sai Gon thoi
ay co thé noi gan gidng mot bai tha ma
chen kinh rach chang chit ché khong hoa
1é¢ nhu ngay nay chut nao. Cac nha dinh
Lang sa ltic ban so déu dung toan cay gob
va xum xit chung quanh ch6 Ngan Hang
Quoc Gia ngay nay (Banque de I'Indo-
chine cii).

Nhiing con dudng nhu Bonard (Lé
Lgi), Charner (Nguyén Hu¢), de la Som-
me (Ham Nghi), Pellerin xua kia déu
la kinh rach sau nay lap di, tic nhién
bu6i dé di dén dau cling gip toan nudc
va nudc. Ngay ché Chg Méi Sai Gon la
mot ao sinh lay, Phap goi “Marais Bor-
esse’, chinh ngay ch6 Kham Lén da dep
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bo, boc theo dudng Lé Thanh Ton, ta
con thay cudc dat thap hon duong Gia
Long (Ly Ty Trong) chdng han va hé dao
xuong vai thudc sau la gdp sinh non den
nhay, mudn xdy cat nha pho viing bén
phai nhiéu tién va nhiéu cong xay nén
mong kién co.

Ngay tai ch6 Toa Tap tung va Pha an
(1960), gan Chg Ci hién nay, trudc kia
c6 mot ngdi Thanh dudng, goi “Sainte
Marie Immaculée” an 1€ lac thanh thang
5 nam 1863, sau pha di nhudng ché cho
Toa Pha an. Cing noi day xua la phap
trudng, luc ay ta dao con st dung dai dao
chém tay ché chua ding guom may. Hai
cay dai dao nay may chuc nam trudc con
thdy treo trén vach phia sau ch6 ngoi cta
vién chda nguc Phap Agostini, tai Kham
Lén ca Sai Gon.
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Dinh Tong théng, dinh cuu Pho
Sodi, Toa Phap dinh dudng Cong Ly déu
do nhan cong nha binh Lang sa xay cat,
thg Tay xdy gach va lam d6 moéc, phu
ganh dat déu la san-d4, phu ngudi Viét
cling c¢6 nhung rat it. Trong bo ky tic luc
(Souvenirs) ctia 6ng Doumer ké lai thi
gia tién xay dinh Toan Quyén (Pht Tong
Thong") 1a bon triéu quan tién Tay, tic
mot sO tién to tat vao thdi dy (Souvenirs
d’Indochine, Doumer, trang 70). Cai
nha ba tang lau ¢ goc Tu Do - Gia Long
(Pong Khéi - Ly Tu Trong) bay gio cling
1a S& Trudc Ba, vao doi mdi xay, c6 danh
tiéng cao nhat, cho dén nay ngudi Trung
Hoa con goi tdoa nha nay la “Xdm xling
lau” (lau ba tang).

47 vé dinh Téng thong sau goi la dinh Ddc Lap. Dinh ct thoi
Phap d€ lai, xua 1€ dit vién da dau tién la ngay 23-02-1863,
dinh nay x4y xong ndm 1869, t6i ndm 1875 mdi hoan thanh
phan trang hoang bén trong. Sau nay bi pha mat va xay lai
hoan toan méi.
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Ngoai trti nhiing dinh thy ctia Chanh
pht tu tao, nhiing nha kién c6 nhat thaoi
ay ké ra thi co:

— Nha tho Duc Ba.
— Nha Dong tu si (Presbytere).
— Nha Phudc Sainte Enfrance.

— Nha Dong Saint Paul de Chartres,
nha nay tuong truyén do 6ng Nguyén
Truong To ra kiéu va coi x4y dung.

Con trudng day cdc quan cai tri
(tham bién) danh goi “colléege de Inter-
pretes” thi xua & chd goi nha trudng Sé
Cop, sau nay xay thém rong l16n trd nén
trudng Su Pham, tuc danh trudng Not
Manh (Ecole Normale Des Institueurs)
r6i la Duéng duong Chi Lang, ké nay la
Tong Giam D6c hoc vu va trudng trung
hoc V6 Trudng Toan. Truong College des
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Stagiaires (Collége des administrateurs
stagiaires) dung dé dao tao quan cai trj
thudc dia. Gido su gom nhiéu nha thong
thdi nhu Luro, Chéon, Truong Vinh Ky
(S§iTai), Truong Minh Ky (Thé Tai), v.v...

Ké& vé nha tu gia va tiém buon ban
16n thi ndm 1863, c6 hang Denis Frers,
nay con thay y nhu chau xua tii mé song
chay theo dudng Tu Do dén dudng Ngd
bric K€ méi dit. Cac nha budn khac thi
nay da khong con nén khong ké lam chi
chodn giay.

Sau Nha Tho Nha Nudéc, dudng Duy
Tan, chd Cong trudng Ky niém Chién si
Tran vong, vao nam 1778 cé xday mot lau
chuia nudc rat kién c6 va cao nghéu ng-
héu, c6 thang khu 6c¢ 1én tan dinh chot.
Thoi ay da goi la ky cong kién truc, in
hinh buu thiép dé la “Chateau deau de
Saigon”. V€ sau, dan cu ngay mot thém

Tré lai vdan dé tim hiéu thém vé vi tri Sai Gon



210 | Vwong Hong Sén

nhiéu, ho cung cap nudc khong du, nén
da bi pha bo vao nam 1921.
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Déy 1a hinh anh cong vao chinh cta
nha may ché bién thuoc phién 16n nhat
Sai Gon nam 1904. Theo mo té trong
cuon “Note sur 'Opium” ctia nguoi
Phap xuat ban ndm 1906, co s nay xay
trén khu dat hinh chi nhat rat rong, cé
dién tich 1én téi 1ha.

Nhiing kién tric khiac nhu S& nau
nha phién dudng Hai Ba Trung, Cau
Moéng qua Khanh Hoéi, Cau Quay qua
bén Nha Rong, xua lap nam nao to6i truy
khong ra*.

48 Trai linh sen dam (caserne Leliévre), nay 1a trai linh Hién
Binh Cong Hoa, gan Thu vién Quoc Gia dudng Gia Long,
xdy ndm 1874. — Kham Lén Sai Gon xdy nam 1886 dén ndm
1890, pha bd 16i nam 1954. M¢é séng, ngay dau duong Cati-
nat(bong Khéi), trudc kia c6 thap Lemaille, dung nam 1865
do Phong Thuong mai Sai Gon dam duong. Lemaille tii tran
16i 1862-1863. Thap Lemaille sau doi vé khu “Mdot Hinh”, d6i
dién thap Doudard de Lagrée, mat naim 1895. Chung quanh
thap de Lagrée c6 dat 12 kh4u sting dong kiéu ché doi Gia
Long, Minh Mang, dit hong tré xudng dat, trén c6 xiéng loi
toi nhu hang rao, xem rat nhuc... cling may nay sing g& ra
dém nhap Vién Bao tang. Mot Hinh ciing bi pha bé. / Chung
vién (Séminaire), con thdy trén bang ky niém cau nay: “Cette
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Hinh anh ba chiéc xe ngya trén cau
Mong dang dua khach dén bén céng
Nha Rong.

b) T 16 mé song vao Cho Lén

Con dudng dai theo mé song chay

maison a été dédiée a Saint Joseph. Construite par le Pére
Wibeaux en 1863, elle fut agrandie et bénie par Mgr Co-
lombert 1881”-Nha nay dang kinh cho Thanh Joseph. bay
la cong tao lap ctia cha Wibeaux x4y ndm 1863. btic Cha Co-
lomber néi rong thém va ban phép lanh nam 1881. / Linh I
Pha Nho theo chan linh Phap qua day nam 1859, truéc déng
binh duong d’Espagne, dén ngay 31-03-1863, ¢ linh rut vé
can cti Manille. Cerle Militaire ctia Phap, duong Thong Nhat
thudc Bo Tu phap, xdy nam 1876.
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thang vo6 Chg Lén, ngudi Phap dit 1a
“Route Basse”(ta dong thdi cling goi la
buong Duéi) dé doéi chiéu véi duong
“Route Haute” (ta goi Duong Trén).

buong Trén tré nén con dudng Vo
Tanh (nay la Nguyén Trai). Con rach
dai theo Route Basse, chinh 14 rach Bén
Nghé. Tu ngay Phép sang day, do ky
danh tii Bén Nghé la mdt, hai la thay doc
theo rach c6 nhiéu nha cta ngudi Tau,
di tich st lai ciia x6m dan Minh triéu sg
Tay Son vé day lap viing D¢ Ngan (dia do
cli ctia Phép ghi Bazar Chinois), nén dat
tén rach lai 1a “Arroyo chinois”

budng Norodom ciing goi duodng
Hoang Lan, (Thong Nhat), cho thong
thuong tu 1872. mot khuc dudng nay
va duong Catinat dugc trang nhya dau
tién, xua chung t6i goi la dudng keo su.
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— Cac giéng duong Thong Nhat déu
do k¥ su Berger ding coi dao ndm 1884.

— Trai linh thay mé song (caserne
Garnier) ¢6 tu ndm 1906. - Dudng
dudng Angier, cé tii ndm 1908, & ngay
vuon Bach thao, goc Nguyén Binh Kh-
iém-Lé Thanh Ton, bi bom My d6i nam
1944, nay da dep va thay vao la dudng
dudng Saint Paul, dit ¢ dudng Phan
Thanh Gian (nay la Dién Bién Phu) ngay
trudng ni hoc Gia Long.

— Duong Lefébvre (Nguyén Cong
Trt) cé ngdi nha s6 1 cii nhat, xay nam
1865.

— Duodng Chaigneau (Ton That
Pam), noi nha s6 49, ba Arnold thay
modt ho nudc bang da dé 1856, dudng
Pellerin (Pasteur), nha s6 20 va dudng
Dayor (Nguyén Van Sam) s6 26 la nha
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Xua, kién truc theo diéu Tau, co hoi van,
bat chi, son son, ma vang.

— Toa Phap dinh, xay ti nam 1881
dén nam 1885.

— Truong Chasseloup Laubat, nay da
déi la trudng Jean Jacques Rousseau, ké
la trung tam gido duc Lé Quy Don, xay
tii 1879 dén 1885.

Theo Gia Dinh thong chi, Trinh
Hoai Dtc ké lai, thoi dai Mién triéu, xtia
xua, chd nay von cay coi ram rap. Mot
bay trau riing tu dau kéo dén tu hoi noi
day, ntia dém trau me lac mat nghé con;
canh khuya ling 1é rong kéu con may
tiéng vang rén: “Nghé o! Nghé 0” nghe
trd 16i ving vang dau day, nghe vy ma
tim hoai khong thay bong thay tam, trau
me ndéng tinh mau tu, hiép stic véi doan
trau c6, ruong pha suot canh thau. Rang
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dong, con rach da khai thong, lay tich ay
ddt tén “Kompong® Krabei’, sau nay ta
dich “Vam Bén Nghé” chii viét la “Nguu
Cht”.

Con danh tu “Nha Rong” 1a do tich
trén ndc nha hang tau chay bién (Phap
goi Messageries Maritimes) c6 gan doi
rong bang dit nung trang men xanh,
ngay nay con sting sung. Nha nay tao lap
hoi Phép viia qua day, nay gan dung tram
tudi, nhung nghe dau sé pha nhudng
ch6 cho mot day 1au choc troi. Thud 4y,
hai bén rach Arroyo Chinois nha san
cat san sat, dan cu tru mat, nhung khuac
chg sung tuc hon ca thi 6 vao khoang tu
cdt c§ Thu Ngii chay dén cau Mong mut
dudng Cong Ly, xdm nay cé tén riéng
la “Day Thay Béi” ciing goi la “Dudng
Thg Tién”. Day la day nha dep nhit thus

49 Kompong la viing; Krabei la trau - Viing Trau
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“cyu trao” phong luu nhtt déi do, vua
giau viia sang. Ma c6 chi dau cho dang
danh tu viia dep viia sang: thay vi c{t tap
cOt tram 1a dugc bo cot gb danh moc go,
cam lai, may nui; thay vi lgp 1a lgp tranh
thi dugc noc lgp ngdi; thay vi vach van
vach dét, dugc vach c6 phong t6 han hoi,
chi dugc bay nhiéu dy ma da goi giau
sang tOt buc, may chu nha qué budi doé
di ngang diing chan hit ha: “Ht! Nha gi
cot bong ngo thay mat, vach r6 mat tay!”;
khong bi nhu bay gid, nha cao choc trsi
con muodn cao thém, san thang may rut,
phong cé may lanh con ché chua viia y
mudn! Xua ngudi thua dat rong, xay nha
dém can, nay dat it dong ngudi, xay nha
ké tling, xua mot cic mot thudc vudng
dat chg, ma dan khong c6 tién mua, nay
dat ngoai 6 may tram may ngan mot
thudc cling c6 ngudi tdu dé€ danh lam
gid, ngay sau khi ban dé siét hong. Tu
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CAu Méng chay gidp chg Cdu Ong Lanh
la dia phéan lang Long Hung Mon, nha
cat tap ndp chen chtic theo mé song™.

Trong tap khao vé Ton Tho Tudng,
ong Khudng Viét cé ghi rang nha Ton
Tho Tudng & lang Nhon Hoa X4, ranh
gi6i lang nay chay tu Rach Cau Kho
dén dai 10 Kitchener va cin ci theo Ton
Tho V6, con nuéi tha hai cia Tén Tho
Tudng thi ngdi nha nay toa lac tai nga ba
dué6i Cau Ong Lanh phia Chg Lén gin
dinh Lanh sy Viét Nam Nguyén Thanh
Y, va gan nha 6ng Tran Nguon Vi. Ton
vay ba tram dong bac “con ¢’ (piastres
mexicaines) cla trang su Blanscubé, t&
vay bac c6 thong ngon Janneau chiing
kién dé€ xay cit nha nay. V&€ sau Ton
mat, con la Tho V6 ban nha mdt ngan
quan tién Lang sa (trang 54-55, Ton Tho

50 Nén tim xem ban d6 nha phé doi xua trong quyén
“Souvernirs dinochine” ctia Paul Doumer, truong 69.
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Tudng, Khuong Viét).
Nha Ton c6 treo doi lién
“Anh huing ha xu bat,
Quan tu kién co nhi”.

Con dudng Boresse cii (nay la dudng
Yersin) thoi do la mot con dudng ky la
nhtit. Hai bén dudng choi 1a lup xup,
am thip, bay hay. Day la xom Moi Lao,
trong s6 Cham, Mién, Lao déu co, doi
dang cyu bi bat ban moi, nay ngudi Phap
danh don tam ly, ra linh phong thich va
cho phép tu hop noi con dudng nay. Ho
sanh nhai bang nghé it von la 1én rling
dén 14 dtia nudc dem vé duong gau la dé
muc nudc giéng.

Sau nay bon Moi Lao déu chét gia
hodc chét lan mon hodc gia di cu theo
con chdu di lam dn xu khac. Dudng Bor-
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resse cing nhu dudng Lefebvre, ddi lai
mot nghé mdéi khong thua sy quai go
la gdi mai dam lam an cong khai ngoai
dudng tii chang vang nha nhem cho dén
khuya lo khuya lac, tu tap ngoai pho 1a 1oi
niu kéo, bay tro kha 6, ma trét phan chi
modi bét gidy khéi nhang, dem doi ré mot
hai hao bac. C6 nao tot s6 gap khach sop
cho ndm cac mot dong bac, con coi quy
hon t6 gidy bac mot tram hai tram bay
gi0; qua ngay sau, tiéng don rum, ting
do6 1a “hué khoi” phé 16! Danh tu “d...
B6 Rét” cd thua gi danh ti “Anh chi Bon
Ken™

Nam 1913, xa truéng Cuniac sai lap
ao lay “Marais de Boresse” va xay cat toa
Chg M6i. Bon gai mai dam chau Au,
gdm gdi tu chiéng: Hy Lap, L6 Ma Ni
(Rumanie), Ba Nhi Can (Balkan) khong
Ua gan gui gai “Bo Rét, lap riéng xém
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Binh Khang dudng Fillippini, d’Espagne
va Mac Mahon. Chiéu chiéu linh son-da
cudi gion tréu dua ngoai dudng, danh
ma-ni tay tu (Mannille a quatre) thua
phai tra bon coc khai vi (consomation),
vtia ding 8 cac bac (0$80) da la sach tui!
(Bacquanthgidytinh mdtdongbacPDong
Duong an 2,15franc dén 2,20franc). Géc
Bon Ken tu dién c6 bon nha hang rugu
tay, an khach tii sau gid chiéu dén hai gic
khuya, sau dep dan chi con lai quan Pan-
crazi la gioi chiu dung nhut. Quan Café
de la musique & goc dudng Tu Do va Lé
Loi ngang Nha Hat Tay, ndm 1905 sang
cho lao quan Pancrazi, ké bién thanh nha
thuoc tay Solirene, rot lai 1a nha ban kem
Givral.

Cai Cau Quan da néi noi doan trudc,
chinh & gan con dudng Bo Rét, dung ra
dudng Kitchener, chd 4y nay con mot
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ngo6i dinh, mot rap hat boi con gid tén
xua “Dinh Cau Quan” va “Rap Hat Cau
Quan” nhu lac cyu thoi.

Con gai Nhat Bon thi tu tap khéi Bot
Nhi (Commissariat du 2¢ Arrondisse-
ment) Cau Ong Lanh, déng d6 trén day
lau ngd mét xéo qua Bot Nhi. Nam 1914,
tridc ngdy co tin xay ra tran chau Au dai
chién, gai Nhat dugc mat linh bén xu tu
rut lui vé ddo Hoa Dao, ti 4y khong tré
qua Sai Gon niia.

Rach Cau Quan chay téi Xém Lo
Heo 1a rach Cau Ong Lanh. Goi lam vay
vi day co céi ciu bang cay danh moc do
o6ng Lanh binh xuat tién ra lam, ciing
nhu trén rach Thi Nghe, gan vuén Bach
thdo, c6 cau Thi Nghe, con gdi 6ng Van
Trudong Hau, xudt tién ra cat. Tich nay
nhiéu ngudi biét. Chong ba 1a mot dng
Nghe chinh cong; lam lai muc trong dinh
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Ta quéan. Ba thuong chong, khong mudn
chong sang do cuc than nén tu kiéu, am
dtc luu truyén dén ngay nay, ciing la mot
guong sang soi chung thién co.

XomLoHeo divo motdoila dén “Cau
Rach Ban”. Noi day, ndm xua 16i 1920,
toi c6 quen moét vong tdc ho Vo. Chu gia
co ké lai cho tdi nghe mét chuyén nay
nhac lai véi ca sy de dét [a chuyén Vo Phi
Loan trong chuyén Luc Van Tién, Ong
b6 Chiéu la “ré hut” cta gia dinh nay.
B&i mat vg vi “mu loa ngudi ta khong ga
con” nén 6ng Do khong quén ghi lén to
gidy trang ho danh cta con ngudi den
bac.

Khéi ch¢g Cdu Ong Lanh mot d6i
thi gdp “Cau Muoi’, vi thud xua, nhiing
thuyén di bién (ghe ctia) chd muoi lai
doéi chac véi ngudi Sai Gon déu do bén
tai day. Trong x6m c6 nhiing kho bang
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la cua dang cyu dung chida muodi. Ngay
Sai Gon bi Tay chiém, binh ta rut lui, bo
lai day tro troi may day nha xo xac, mac
tinh mua sa gi6 tdp. Chon nay ciing con
giti dugc mot rap hat boi va mot ngodi
dinh xua d€ y tén cii: Rap hat va dinh
Cau Muoi.

Khoi Cau Mudi thi dén Cau Kho, roi
dén X6m Ba Tiém. Goi Cau Kho vi xua
day la “Kho Cdm Thao” ctia nha vua xay
dé tich trii luong mé tu Luc Tinh tai 1én
cong nap. Tén chit khdc goila “Tan Triém
Phuong” Tu Cau Ba Tiém vo xa chut
ntia 1a t6i Cau Ba Do. Day la dia phéan
lang Hoa Thanh va lang Tan Thanh, tuc
danh “Xém La” (ban 14 lgp nha) va “Xom
Com” (ban coOm, com chui). B& song doi
dién cling trit va ban 14 nén cling goi ludn
la “Xom La",
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Tu Cau Ba D6 vo xa chut niia thi dén
Cau Hoc 1a dia phan lang Binh Yén. Déan
cu tai day sinh song bang nghé doi chac
vGi ghe ctia va thuyén buom tii Hué tray
vo Nam. Goi Cau Hoc lam vay vi tai day
xua cd mot cai giéng xay miéng vuong
vic nhu cai hoc dong lua (giéng hoc). Cu
Truong Vinh Ky thud sanh tién thudng
khen giéng nay nuéc ngot nau tra thom
ngon khong nudc giéng nao bi.

Tu Cau HoOc vO xa chut ntia, thi

dén mot cai dap gan dudng dudng Chg
Quan’’. D¢ la lang Tan Kiéng, tuc danh

51 Nay khao bd Dai Nam Nhat thong chi ban dich ong Ct
Nguyén Tao trang 74 thdy ghi: “noi chg Tan Kiéng, thudng
ndm dén ngay Nguyén dan, c6 t6 chiic cudc choi van xa va
danh du tién, nén goi la Chg Lén”. Lay d6 ma suy cho nay xua
phai phon thinh nhtit méi c6 bay nhiing thi phong luu xua
nhu “van xa’, “du tién”. C6 phai la “Dé Ngan” so khéi & chon
nay chang? Nao de chua day hai tram nam, ma da “sao doi vat
d61”, chon phon thinh nhit da khéng con & cho cii nam xual!
Cing trong Dai Nam Nhit thong chi trang 91 ¢6 nhac tich
ndm Canh Dan thu sdu-1771-d6i vua Dué Tong c6 con hé
vao nha mot ngudi dan phia Nam chg Tan Kiéng, nho c6 su
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“X6ém Lo Rén Thg Vap”. Nha thuong Cho
Quan cat trén dat thudc lang xua “Phu
Hoi Thon”. Tai day c6 mot 10 ham voi.
Khoi dudng duong Chg Quan mot doi co
mot cay cau dung lam ranh gidi lang Duc
Lap va tiép theo d6 la lang Tan Chau, tuc
danh “Xém Cau” vi dan cu chuyén nghé
ha bac. Xa thém mot doi niia la lang An
Binh Thon tuc danh “Xém Dau’”, chit goi
“Phung Du Thon” (ban dau phong).

Tl Xém Dau chay v6 nha may xay
cling con la lang An Binh. Doi dién bén
kia rach la lang “An Ho6a” ctia phudng
Van Do. Tai day cé con rach c6 tén “Rach
Ba Tinh” cau tai day cling goi la “Cau Ba
Tinh” Rach Ba Tinh chay tii nha may xay
trd ra dudng Vo6 Tanh, dén mot cay me
dai tho thi diit. Goc me nay 16i ndm 1952

Ting An va d6 dé tén Tri Ning hiép stic méi ha dugc. Dién
nay cho ta biét thé ky XVIII, ving Chg Quan con cop dén
viéng!
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toi con thiay nhanh goc can coi cd vé ¢
thu ldm; nam 1957, c6 viéc di trd lai xém
nay thi gbc me xua da mat hay la do bua
do thanh da di trudc toi roi? Trudce day,
16i nam 1955, “Chao trang Cay Me” tiéng
don ngon nhat, khuya nao cling kéo
nhém phong luu xa ma vé cudi gion noi
day!

Xa vO trong mot doi niia thi téi Vinh
Ba Thuong, rach nay do Pho Tong tran
thanh Gia Dinh Huynh Cong Ly dung
xem dao, hoi ndm 1819, rach chay tii day
ranga tu. Xém nay la xém xay lua gia gao.
Tai day cé mot cai giéng nudc ngot hitu
danh, mang tén Phap la “puits d’Ardan”
Clng la: puits dArdan truéc kia & bén
kia b& song. Sau nudc Vinh Ba Thudng
xody manh va chay dong vo giéng thét
lau ngay an dat mat khuynh dat ay roi
giéng lot vao gitia vinh, ké biét tich luon.
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Ba Thuong chi goi Thi Thong. Xua noi
day c6 cau Thi Thong va An Thong Ha.

Tu Cau Ba Thudng chay vo téi Cau
Sat la lang An Diém. Noi day dot khoi
mot doi dat chi viia bong giéng, bon phia
nudc song bao vay, tu mua duc, man, chi
duy nudc giéng tran lén la ngot, mat; xét
ra mach nudc & sau va xa ngam dén, tén
chii Tan Tinh. Ddi ay ghe thuyén muc
nudc cho di ban xa gan la muc nudce giéng
nay (Pai Nam Nhat thong chi, Nguyén
Tao dich, trang 65). Xo6m An Diém, mé
rach c6 tén riéng la “Xom Chi” (xua ban
kim chi) nay con thong dung. Cau Xo6m
Chi bac qua Xém Dam & bén kia mé
rach.

c) Bén kia rach Bén Nghé

K€ dai theo bo rach 1a lang: Khanh
Hoéi, Tan Vinh, Vinh Khéanh, Binh Xuy-
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én va Tu Xuan (Lang Vinh Hdi sau nay
la do cdc lang Khanh H¢i, Tan Vinh va
Vinh Khanh gdp chung lai). Ranh lang
T Xuan dung rach Ong B¢, tuc danh 1a
Xom Te (Te 14 gini dung d€ danh ca. Giti
trong Nam goi la “nhti”). K€ dén lang An
Thanh (sau doi thanh Tuy Thanh), lang
Binh Hoa (Thanh Binh), tuc danh X6m
RS (RS 1a mot tha ludi c6 thé cat 1én
cat xuéng dugc). K€ dén An Hoa Dong,
Hung Phu (X6m Than). Trudc khi vo
dén Chg Lén, ngang Xém Than, c6 mot
giéng gan mé song, tén goi “Giéng Hang
Xao’, vi dan d6i nudc dem vé ndu dn van
don dai va dua nhau dén giéng nay gianh
giut doi chac:

“Giéng Hang Xdo muc lao xao,
Ké ché thuyén ngudi chuyén bé...”

(Gia Dinh vinh, truong 9)
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Xét ra, khi chua dit ong nudc va
dung nha may loc va dan nudc xa vé Sai
Gon, thi van dé giéng an la loi hai nhat
trong ddi song ngudi dan thud ay. Tham
chi cac quan Tay, nha nao khong c6 ham
chiia nudc mua thi cling dn nudc giéng,
va giéng nao nudc tét thi néi danh khap
vung.

Tu Xom Than v6 Chg Lén, hai bén
bd song, nha san san sat. Cho nay ghe
thuyén mién Luc Tinh lén ddu keo 1én,
nao ghe luon danh roéi, ban banh, keo,
chdo, v.v... ban dén khuya lo khuya lac,
van con nghe tiéng gai rao hang lanh
lanh dudi song, ho, hat, nghéu ngao, tuc
goi: “ban vam”, “ban roi”,

d) Cauvakinh rach ving Chg Lén...
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Doc theo kinh Chg Lén ¢6 nhiéu cau
cao cang, dic biét ctia xtt Chg Lén, vi cau
rat cao c6 buc thang b hanh 1én xudng
dé dang, xe dap dat tay hodc khiéng vai
qua lai khong khd, nhung bat tién la xe cd
chay qua khong dugc, cau nay cot y lam
ra dé giup nguoi hai bén cau qua lai bang
chon khoi di do di ghe lau lac, duy xe
cd phai chay vong nga khac, con dudng
nudc van luu thong, ghe chai va tau cé
thé chun qua lon lai khong tré ngai lam.
Ké so la:

1. Cau X6m Chi, ngay con dudng
Tan Da;

2. Cau Chg Lén, tré vo Chgo Lén ci;

3. Cau Cha Va, goi lam vay vi xua
day la Pho Cha ban vai;

4. Cau X6m Cui;

Tré lai vdan dé tim hiéu thém vé vi tri Sai Gon



232 | Vwong Hong Sén

5. Cau Ong Lén (vi xua dan khong
dam goi tén D6 Hiiu Phuong;

6. Cau Bot Binh Tay qua Binh Dong;

7. Cdu Ba Cang tr8 ra dudng Cam-
bodge va Yunnan;

8. Cau c6 buc thang tr6 ra duodng
xuong dudng Go Cong;

9. Cau Palikao, (gan day c6 nha giau
buc thu tu la HO Dinh);

nhung k& hoai khong dit, chi thém
buc tri. Vay xin d€ tam dd, tam thoi
nhac lai Chg Lén thud xua cé hai duong
thuy thong thuong véi My Tho va mién
Héu Giang, c6 thé noi 1a hai dudng sanh
mang giup su chuyén chd tho san va mé
coc mién Tay dugc mau chong va ré tién:

1) Thd nhat 1I& Rach Chg Lén noi
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lién Rach Cat (Sa Giang) v6i Rach Bén
Nghé, do Kinh Rudt Ngua (Ma Trudng
Giang) dao ndm 1772, va Rach Lo Gom.

Tai ngd ba Rach Chg Lén va Rach
Lo GOm, c6 Kinh Vong Thanh (Canal
de Ceinture) an thong dén phia sau Don
Cay Mai. Goi Kinh Vong Thanh, vi khi
nguoi Phdp chi€ém Sai Gon vao thing
muoi mot ndm 1862, theo du an Coflyn,
thi D6 D¢ Bonard truyén dao kinh ndi
lién Rach Chg Lén dén Rach Cau Kiéu,
dé lam cho ¢ mot dudng nudc bao boc
vung Sai Gon Chg Lén tré thanh nhu
mot cu lao. Cé ca thady bon chuc ngan
nhon cong ra dao kinh dy, dinh bé ngang
hai muoi thudc, bé sau sau thudc, bing
qua Dong Tap Tran, dai 16i sau cay so
(6km). Nhung cong viéc d& dang that
bai, va D6 D6c Bonard danh bd ntia
chiing cong tac ay.
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Poan Rach Chg Lén, ti Cau Sat tGi
Rach Lo GOm, trudc kia cé Rach Pho
Xép dao ndm 1778, gan day da lap thanh
Dai 16 Tong D6c Phuong.

Khuc rach chay tii dudng Van Nam
(Yun-nan) dén Cau Ba Cang, (trudc
hang xa bong Truong Van Bén) xua dao
ndm 1782. Trén doan nay c6 Cau Sat,
Ciu Duong, Cau Van Nam (bac ngang
Rach dudng Van Nam), Cau Kham Sai
(sau cét lai do6i tén 1a “Cau Ba Miéng”),
va cau Phudc Lam, tai dudng Xém Voi.
Cau Phudc Lam la cau ti Cau Sat dén
Rach Lo GOm sau ldp di tré nén dudng
Khéng Tt (Gaudot cii va Bonhoure cit)
thém mot khuc la dudng Trang Tt (quai
de Fou-kien) va Bén Xe Do. Khi lap rach
thi cdc cau cling bi triét ha.

Doan tii Rach Lo Gém vd Rach
Cat, tai dudng Danel (nay Pham Dinh
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HG) ngay Don Cay Mai, c6 ciu cd buc
thang, tiéng Phap 1a Pont Danel, ta dit
tén Cau Cong Xi Heo. K€ bén ¢6 16 heo
D6 Thanh, ti ngay 16 1am heo dugc dai
vé Chanh Hung thi tru s& 10 heo sua lai
lam trudng hoc chi nhanh Trudng Cay
Go. Doc theo rach, phia tay trai c6 con
gach nho cua Lo Siéu trén co6 bac cau goi
“Cau Khum”,

DPoan dudng Minh Phung, bac ngang
qua Rach Lo Gom, cé Cau Cay G6. Cau
nay khi xua lam bang sat trén 16t van,
nhung hai bén doc cau queo xudng
dudong Lo GOm va Phu Lam, cao va git,
nén thuong xay ra nan xe kiéng lat do
noi day. Tu ndm 1924, cau nay dugc duc
lai bang da san va da bét nan xe nga. NéGi
vO trong gan Lo Lu, thi c6 Cau Ba Ké, vi
an thong v6i dudng Ba K¢, nay la dudng
Pha Lam, va cé “Cau Xay”, loai cau nay
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lam bang cay 16t hai tAm vén c6 tay vin,
nhung tit khi mé con dudng Renault va
cau duc Renault, (nay la dudng va cau
Hau Giang) thi Cau Xay da dep.

Doc theo Rach Lo GOm, vé phia tay
mat cé con rach nhé caa 10 lam gach
hiéu Quang Di Thanh, dao dé tién ché
chuyén dat ham gach tt Phu Dinh, (nay
la phia tay trai dudng Hau Giang), trén
con rach nhoé nay cé “Cau Chua Bon”, cot
bang sat. Tai Cau Ba K€ tré bén tay mat,
c6 Rach Ong Bu6ng, chdy mot nhénh t6i
lang Tan Hod, mdt nhanh téi lang Tan
Khai. Trén nhanh di Tan Khai c6 ciu sat
goi “Cau Don’, vi & trén dudng trd” ngay
triudc Don Phu Lam. Trén nhanh di Tan
Hoa c6 “Cau Tre”, Cau Xe Lua (xe chay
duong Sai Gon - My Tho) va Cau Ong
Buong tai bot Phu Lam la trén dudng
di vé Luc Tinh. Con khodang rach tii bét
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Pha Lam t6i nga ba Rach Lo Gom thi c6
cau cay cla tu nhon bac dé di qua chua
Giai Binh (nay goi Thién Truéc Tu).

Rach Chg¢ Lén, ngay xua la dudng
giao thong thanh vugng. Tai cho bén
xe, ngay trudc ghe chai dau tdp nap dé
vO u ghe stia chtia. U ghe ngay nay trd
nén Chg Binh Tay do 6ng Thong Hiép
hién dat dé xay cat. Doc hai bén Rach Lo
GOm, xua c6 10 gach: 10 Tin Di Hung,
Quéang Di Thanh, Hi¢p Hung; thém co
10 siéu va 16 lam lu.

Lo gach Tin Di Hung, tai nga ba
Kinh Vong Thanh nay da dep, trén khu
dat nay nay pho xa cat dong duc.

Lo siéu Btiu Nguyén nay cling nghi
viéc, tré nén 16 lam ve chai va lam gidy
suc. Lo gach Quang Di Thanh, tai Cau

Tré lai vdan dé tim hiéu thém vé vi tri Sai Gon



238 | Vwong Hong Sén

Chu Bon, ciing dep, noi day nay cé nha
chuyén lam gidy suc.

Con 10 lu thi sau doi thanh 10 chén,
nhung cling khong phat dat cho lam.

Lo siéu & sau Bon Cay Mai ciing
dung Kinh Vong Thanh dé€ ra Rach Chg
Lén. Nay rach Kinh Vong Thanh da can
va 10 siéu cling thoi hoat dong.

boéi dién 10 siéu Buu Nguyén, bén
tay mat Rach Lo Gom, khi xua c6 giéng
H¢o Tung, giéng xdy hoc vudng, nudc
that ngot va trong mat, mua han nang,
ghe doi nudc ti Chg Dém, Bén Liic,
C4u Ong Thin, C4n Giu6c, Can Duéc...
déu dua nhau chen chuc dén noi day,
gay canh tap nap on ao. Tu khi lap Rach
Chog Lén, thi Rach Lo Gom, Kinh Vong
Thanh khong thong thuong va can lan.
Cac 10 gach, 10 lu, 16 gém, 10 siéu, sinh
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ké da mat, cling dep lan. Ngay nay x6m
Lo GOm chi con sét lai cai tén tron, ma
khong san xuat d6 gom nia.

2) Con duong thuy tha nhi 1a Kinh
Chg Lén ciing goi 1a Kinh Tau Ha (Ar-
royo Chinois).

Vung Chg Lén thud nay buon ban
thanh vugng mot phan 16n la nhé Kinh
Tau Ha nay. Day la dudng thiay van noi
lién Sai Gon véi cac song ngoi chay xudng
miét Hau Giang. Con dudng thuy nay
tién lgi vd cung vi da thau ngan dudng
ghe thuyén tranh dugc nguy hiém khoi
tr6 ra duong bién dé€ vao Ctia Can Gio.
Tau nho, ghe thuong ho, cac ghe chai “an
laa” tit Bac Liéu, Bai Xau, Soc Trang, kéo
1én, hodc thuyén “ca den” Bién H6 (Nam
Vang) d6 xuong, déu noi theo Kinh Tau
Ha ndy ma “d4n hang’, “d4n gao’, hodac dgi
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“cat lua” 1én cho cac nha “tau khau™*” va
nha mdy xay Chg Lén, cling nhu nhdo
con Kinh Tau Ha nay dé giao dich véi
thuong cang va cac tau hang bu6n xuat
ngoai.

Con kinh nay, ngoai viéc lgi ich giao
thong vé kinh té con la con dudng chién
lugc, thud xua tau binh Phap da muon
n6é ma dén vay Don Cay Mai va thudn
dudng danh up chg My Tho. Con Kinh
Tau Ha da ttung ching kién nhiing bién
cd lich st dau thuong ctia ta va lich st né
da dugc ghi ranh trong can st Viét.

Khao ra vi Rach Chg Lén can hep,
(cting vi thé nén sau Phap lap bd) nén
dé c6 mdt con kinh rong 16n hon, nam
Gia Long thti 18 (K§ Mio, 1819), Vua
ha linh cho dao Kinh Tau Ha. Phé Tong

52 Tau khau, hoac “thia khau”, do hai chi “Dai Khé” doc giong
Tiéu (Triéu Chau).
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Tran Gia Dinh Thanh la Huynh Coéng
Ly, (cha v¢ Vua Minh Mang), dugc
phong lam Kham Sai, hiép v6i 6ng Tong
Thanh Tra Gia Dinh, diéu khién mudsi
mot ngan bon trdm sau chuc nhon cong
(11.460), chia lam ba t6p, mdi dan cong
c6 lanh mot s6 tién va mot khau phan,
khéi cong ngay 23 thang giéng, dén ngay
23 thang tu ndm Ky Mao (1819) la hoan
thanh, ding ba thang. Con kinh nay bat
dau tu Cau bBé Thong (nom goi la Cau
Ba Thuong) chay dén nga tu song Rach
Cat. Sach ndéi kinh dai 2.129 tam va 1 bo,
bang chin dam rudi, (mdi ddm 576 thudc
tay = 576x9,5 = 5.472 m). B€ ngang rong
muoi lam tdm (moéi tdm 8 xich, tinh ra
0,32x8x15 = 36m90). Bé sau dugc 9 bo
(mbi bo 6 xich = 0,32x6x9 = 17m28).
Moi bén kinh c6 chilia mét b dat rong 8
tam, bo kinh 4y thong lién véi dudng su
rong sau tam. Dao rdi, Vua Gia Long dat
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tén khuc kinh ay la An Thong Ha.

Nay rdp v6i doan Chg Quan va Cau
Ong Lanh, goi chung 1a Kinh Tau Ha
(Tai liéu rut trong Pho Thong s6 15 ngay
15-7-1959, bai ctia 6ng Lé Ngoc Tru
viét).

Theo bd Gia Dinh Thong Chi cta
ong Trinh Hoai Duc, thi von la lach nhé
cli dao rdng ra, nhung xét qua dia do xua
cia 6ng Tran Van Hoc vé vé tinh Gia
Dinh trudc nam 1815 thi khong thay cé
con rach nho ay. Theo sti, Rach Chg Lén
ching kién hai tran chién tranh:

1. Thoi Nguyén Anh, binh Tay Son
tan sat ngudi Hoa Kiéu noi chd goi
“Thay Ngoon” (D€ Ngan), trong ba thang
“khong ai ddm ré téi miéng cd miéng
tom” (1782).
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2. Th&i Phap chiém Sai Gon, thay
quan Phdp dung khinh phdo ham Jac-
caréo an ngl trén Kinh Chg Lén, dau
tai dau dudng Tan Da (vi thé ho dit tén
dudng ay trudc kia la dudng Jaccaréo),
con mot chiéc khac ho dau tai sobng Rach
Cat dé bao vay Don Cay Mai ctia Nguyén
Tri Phuong.

Con Kinh Chg Lén thuong néi con
cat can trd su thong thuong va phai dugc
vét hoai mdéi dung thudn tién.

Doc hai bén bég kinh, c6 nhiéu nha
mdy xay gao nhu hi¢éu Nam Long, hi¢u
Kién Phong, la danh tiéng nhtt, déu cua
Hoa Kiéu va nhiéu chanh lua gao dung
san sat ké lién nhau tt Binh Tay dén Binh
boéng. Hang rugu Binh Tay cling & vé
httu ngan Kinh Chg Lén nay. Nhiing cau
bac ngang Kinh Chg Lén ké tii Chg Lén
Ci tré vo Binh Dong thi c6 Cau Cha Va

Tré lai vdan dé tim hiéu thém vé vi tri Sai Gon



244 | Vwong Hong Sén

dung dé di qua Xém Cui, Cau Bot Binh
Tay va Cau Hang Rugu. Cau Bét Binh
Tay va Cau Hang Ruogu la loai cau cé
mang cd, xe c0 mudn qua phai theo hai
mang ca ta hitu leo lén. Hai day nha may
nay dugc mot thdi thanh vigng. Qua
doi Nhut Bon chiém Sai Gon cac nha
mady nay bi Nhut trung dung vé quan su,
trd nén nhiing dich cho mdy bay Dong
Minh doi bom. Nam 1945, c6 mot tran
bom déi xudéng trung nham nha may
Nam Long, khién thudng dan vo toi chét
rat nhiéu.

Con gitia khoang Rach Lo Gom va
Kinh Chg Lén, c6 kinh goi Kinh Hang
Bang noi lién hai dudong thuy nay do
khuac kinh dudng Van Nam hiép thanh
mot nga ba va noi day co cay Cau Ba
Nga. Cau nay nguyén khi xua lam bang
sat 1ot van, vi mot cudc hoa hoan xay ra
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¢ dudng Gia Long (nay la dudng Trinh
Hoai Dtic), thién ha bu dong trén ciu dé
ding xem, don dap qua stic chiu dung,
nén cau sap. Sau nay xay lai cau duc san
c6t sat va dat tén 12 Cau Ba Cang.

Doc kinh dudng Van Nam dén
Cau Ba Cang®, trudc mit hang xa bong
Truong Van Bén, nay da ldp bang. Chi
con khoang tu Cau chay ra t6i Kinh Chg
Lén 1a c6 nudce chay.

53 Théng hai ndm 1961, dang l4p bing, nhung Ciu Ba Céng
dén nam 1968 van con ngo thdy ché khong pha bo.
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Cau Ba Cang

Bac ngang khoang kinh ndy, doc
theo Kinh Chg Lén thi c6 Cau Ong Lén
(Téng B6c D6 Hitu Phuong). Con tu
nga ba Cau Ba Cang dén Rach Lo GOm,
cd ca thay nam cay cau:

— Cau nac dudng Go Cong, xe di
khong dugc, da ké roi!

— Cau Palikao.

— Cau nic dudng Minh Phung.

— Cau Kinh.

Hai cdu nac ké sau day nay da thay
bdng cau duc: cai thi nhtt la Cau Binh
Tay may nam vé trudc, con chéd chiéc xe
dién Binh Tay qua Chg Lén MG, cai thu

nhi la cu duc Binh Tién. Kinh ché nay
goi Kinh Hang Bang, vi khi xua doc hai
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bén b kinh cé trong cay bang bdng to
mat mé, thudng c6 ghe chai ddu tai kinh
ndy nhiéu vi cé u stia ghe (sau lap bang
tréd nén Chg Lén Mdi.) Hai day nha hai
bd kinh phan nhiéu la cta ngudi Tau,
nha cat khit sat nhau chen chuc. Ban
tinh ngudi dan ba Tau hay tién tan, dung
gl cling cat dé danh, xac mia, dam bao
khong moén nao bo, nhung dan ba Tau
cling c6 tanh rat lo dénh khinh thuong,
thém tré con ctia ngudi Tau cé tdnh ua
choiltia, nén hod hoan xay ra rat thudng.
Khoang dau ndm 1923, 16i thang Giéng
am lich, moét cudc hoa tai tan khoc chua
ting thay, xay ra. Hai day nha la va ngoi
tt khodng Cau Binh Tay chay suo6t dén
Cau Duc Binh Tién déu lam moi cho lta.
Lta gdp gi6 chiéu cang manh dd thém,
nén dan cu phéan lo don do6 dac, 16p lo
cong con dat me, la khdc rum troi. Stc
Itta mau le ctdu cdp khong xué, 1tta don
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ngudi ra gitta dudng va ting con gid, lta
tap vao ngudi moét cach rung rgn khong
ta xiét. Tung thé nan nhon nhdy xudng
kinh, nhung than 6i, nuéc duéi kinh lai
néng nhu s6i, nan nhan chét quay, con
chét ludc! Sang ngay sau, di ngang day
con bay mui khét, nao lgn ga, bo nguyén
con ndm chinh inh chdng cang, ndo dua
hau nguyén vua, kho ca goc chay nguyén
kho, bay ra khong ma troi nao lugm! Sau
tran hoa tai di tgn nam do, c6 mét dao
hen l4u, khong ai dam nhac dén chuyén
trd vé lap co chinoi chon cii: Kinh Hang
Bang. Chanh phu Phép thta dip lam ra
con dudng & vung d6 d€ xe miét Hau Gi-
ang ban 1én chay moét chiéu vo Chg Lén,
nén goi dudng Hau Giang. Nho dau vét
cli khong con, nén dan dan lan ma tré
ve, dén nay méi c6 moi phon thinh. Ngo
dau ndm 1945, quan doéi Nhut dén day,
thiéu cay dung, nén bon chung ha linh
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don cay bang cay me & hai bén bd Kinh
Hang Bang va Rach Lo G6m dé€ 1am ham
ndp noi Cau Binh Dién, bao hai dan
cu hai xém, ké nao ra dudng, bat luan
mac y phuc Langsa hay y phuc Viét déu
bi chung lua bat di kéo go, khién nhiéu
ngudi phai chuéi minh xuéng Rach Lo
GOm, két go thanh be tha trdi ra xa, méi
thoat khéi tay bon quan lun.

Kévé kinh rach con ¢6 Kinh Lo G6m
(Canal Des Poteries) ¢ viing Rach Cat va
Kinh P6i (Canal de Doublement), dao
sau Kinh An Thong Ha, ciing la mdt con
dudng thay giup ich rat nhiéu cho sy
thinh vugng hai do thi Sai Gon va Chg
Lon.

e) Nha Xém trong Chg Lén
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Nhiing x6m trong Chg Lén con git
dugc tén theo xua, la:

— X6m Than

— X6m Cui

— X6m Dau (chuyén ban dau phong.)

— X6m Bau Sen, gan Dén Cay Mai.
That ra la bau 1 loan, day co6 rac, ¢ luc
binh; sen khong con moc nifa. Duing

16n v6i Bau Sen dudng Vo Tanh nay la
Nguyén Trai, miét Chg Quan.
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buong Quang Dong Nhai (Tri¢u
Quang Phuc) mot ngay 1€ ky niém lap
Trung Hoa Dan Qudc, chon vui thé hé
dang cuu

— X6m Gi4, lam gid ddu xanh & gan
Cau Cay Go. Lam nghé nay phai thuc
khuya ddy sém. Tu hai gio khuya dén
ndm gid sang phai xudng séng dai gia,
lam cho sach vo dau xanh con deo theo,
dé kip tang tang sang c6 ban tai chg. Moi
ngudi dai dau c6 dem theo mot ngon
den, nén quang canh khuc song gitia
dém khuya thét 1a rén rip va vui mat.
Gdp chau chg Tét thi canh cang tung
bling, ndo nhiét sudt dém.

— X6m Lo Bun, gan giéng HO Tung.

— X6m Phu Gido, khi xua gido mam,
(gan Don Cay Mai).
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— X6m Ray Cai ctia nguoi Tiéu (Triéu
Chau), 6 hai bén 16 di vé Luc Tinh, (ngudi
Tiéu trudc kia c6 sam xe hai ngua dé ché
cai ra cac chg Sai Gon, Chg Lén, Binh
Dong, Binh Tay, thu xe nay nay khong
thady ho dung niia, doi lai con thiy ta
dung ché cd, ché do khi don nha. Ta nay
goi d6 la “xe ca’, (xe ca chiéc, thang mot
ngua, xe ca doi, hai ngua), va quén rang
so khai do 1a xe cai ctia Tiéu bay ra.

— X6ém U Ghe (Chg Lén Méi)
— X6m Cay Cui (Binh Dong)

Khi xe Itia dién dudng mé song con
chay, trong cdc x0m cé xe chay ngang,
cong ty Phap lya tén ct dat cho cac tram
xe do, tén Viét kem tén Phap, va hinh
dung bang moét am hiéu tugng trung,
viia treo trén nha ga viia in trén vé tau,
nhu gare Jaccaréo 1a “tram Xém Cui’, dm
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hiéu “ciy bo cao sat” v.v...

f) Con Dudng Sai Gon vd Chg Lén
tuc danh BDudng Trén (Route Haute)

Puodng trén (Route Haute), xua do
ong Olivier de Puymanuel phong hoa
tiéu, d€ ndi lién Sai Gon vd Cho Ldn,
doi chiéu véi Dudng Dudi (Route Basse)
nga Mé Song.

Xua c6 hai dudng xe Itia ndi lién Sai
Gon v6 Chg Lén.

A. Mot dudng Mé Song: xe chay
bang than cui, tai vdn hang hod; va trai
cay mi¢t Lai Thiéu, tram chanh trudc

Chg Bén Thanh, nay lam Bét Canh Sat.
Xe chay hai nga:

1) Trudc chay tu Chg Bén Thanh,
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boc dai 10 De la Somme (nay la Ham
Nghi), doc theo mé song t6i dudng Luro
(Cudng Dé), 1én tram Hang Sao (duong
Mac Dinh Chi), queo Phan Dinh Phung
(nay la Nguyén Dinh Chiéu), Pinh Tién
Hoang, ghé qua Dit HY, thang vd Gia
Dinh, tram chét 1a Lai Thiéu.

2) Xe do ga chanh chg Bén Thanh,
r6i chay vo Chg Lén, tram chot 1a ga
Binh Tay.

B. Mot dudng goi xe ltia gitia, trudc
chay than cui, sau chay dién. Xe ché bo
hanh nhiéu hon hang héa, bat dau tu
ga Chg Cii Sai Gon, d6 ra Chg Méi Bén
Thanh, r6i chay cdp v6i dudng tau hoa
Sai Gon — My Tho dai theo dudng Pham
Viét Chanh, Nguyén Hoang, thang dén
ga An Binh, chay doc dudng Thty Binh
(nay Dong Khanh), boc theo dudng
Tong Doc Phuong trd ra ga chét la ga
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Chg Cit - Chg Lén (ga Rodier, néi danh
xua diém moc tui nhiéu va tai nhit.) Di
xe dudng nay xua da la sang: Vé hang
nhtt Sai Gon vo Chg Lén 1a mot hao bac
(0$10) dugc ngdi bang dai c6 trai ném bo
trang. Hang nhi: sdau chiém tay (0$06).
Pudng chi non sdu cay s6 ngan (6km)
ma chay hon ba muoci phut méi dén noi,
cé du hy, ng, ai, lac; vui vi xe chay mét
doi, thay di tich bong Tap Trdn ménh
mong (nay la dai 16 Ly Thai T6) va néu la
buodi trua, sé dugc ngam canh ngudi Tau
ngu ga ngu gat trén xe, budn la c6 khi noi
khuc dudng ay da bi di€ém giut tién nhay
xe hay anh chi moéc tui. Sach noéi khi xua,
lam con dudng nay gap nhiéu ma mo, (at
chén Dong Tap Trén cit), Langsa co 1€
phat ba quan tién va mot xap vai cho moi
ngoi mo va ma bi cdi tang.

Sau bo con dudng nay va xe chay cui.
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Thay vao bang xe dién va dudng xe chay
ti chg Bén Thanh dai theo khoang gitia
con dudng Tran Hung Dao, dén dudng
boéng Khanh, Tong Boc Phuong, va tram
chot la ga Rodier. Dudng sat™ ndy da bai
bo hdi nam 1953 va qua ndm 1954 dugc
khéa l4p nhya.

Ba bon muci ndm vé trudc, hai bén
dudng xe lua gitia cé trong xoai va mit
chen 16n nhau, tan 14 sum sé bong rgp,
dén nay vi lan h6i mé mang dudng ra
rong 16n du phuong tién luu thong nén
khong con goc dai tho nao sét lai, co6 con
chang la nhiing danh ti khéu goi: Xém
Vuon Xoai Ba Lén (m¢ phan cua gia
toc D6 Hiiu Phuong) trén dudng Phan
Thanh Gian. Xo6m Vuon Mit (xua dan

54 Con mot duong xe Itia nhé ndi lién Chg bat Ho (ba
Kao) qua Chg Tan Dinh, chay dai theo con dudng Paul Bert
(Tran Quang Khai). So khéi chay khong lay tién, sau phai
thau tugng trung moi chuyén mot xu, d€ tranh nan tré nit [én
ngoi chéan chd khach bo hanh phai ding!

Phdn thi tw



Sai Gon nam xwa | 257

nghéo lay hot mit xay ra bot, ban: xém
ndy truy ra & 16i Taberd—-Mac Mahon cd,
va diing 1on v6i mot x6m mit & trén Phu
Nhuan, dudng V6 Di Nguy néi dai.

Gan Nga Sau duong VO Tanh
(Nguyén Trai) con thidy ngay nay ngoi
md Lé Van Gam tu dao thoi Thiéu Tri,
bi hanh hinh 16i ndm 1847. M nay nay
nha phd xung quanh che gan bit mat va
mo & lun sut xudng thap hon mat dudng
16 c6 moét thude sau, suy ra dudng va pho
mai dap 1én cho khoi ngap lut nay mdéi
cao lam vay, con dat xdm nay khi xua lay
muc mo Lai Gadm la da biét thap va nude
thé nao.

Hoc gia Truong Vinh Ky chép lai
rang xua tai chd Kham Lén ci (nay Dai
Hoc Van Khoa), gan bén Toa Phép Dinh,
thud d6 c6 mot cai cho tuc danh “Chg
Da Com’, ttic 1a chg nhom duéi goc mot

Tré lai vdan dé tim hiéu thém vé vi tri Sai Gon



258 | Vwong Hong Sén

cay da nhanh com l4 gie khom xudng
mdt dat. Xua day la xém bén trong, ban
long, yén ngua, va mao Tu Tai.

Nhac dén cay da, con thay gan Toa
Phap Dinh, phia goc dudng Nguyén Du
va Nguyén Trung Truc, con miy goc da
lau doi, c6 dinh liu gi véi “cay da com”
xua chang?

Tiép theo Chg Da Com, c6 Chg Diii
(bdn di, ban lua, v.v...) Thué cu Truong
Vinh Ky con sanh tién, thi Chg Dii an
dai tit xdm Boresse gidp qua dudng xe
Itia Sai Gon — My Tho. Khoéi Cho bii 1a
Xom bém Budm roéi téi Xom Thuan Kiéu
déng doc theo dudng Thuan Kiéu™.

55 Danbh tli “Thuan Kiéu”, trong vai sach Phap lai viét “Tong
Keou” khién ching ta hoang mang: ké dich “Pong Kiéu”,
nguoi rang “Dong Khdu”! Trong quyén Histoire de lexpédi-
tion de Cochinchine ctia Pallu de la Barriere, danh tii “Dong
Chay”, Phap viét “Done Chai’, thiét la “bi li”. / Trong quyén
Bulletin de la Société des Etudes Indonchinoises, truong 93,

PG

tac gia ké “les forts de Nghia, de Biguckague, et de Kiala, ceux
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Con ndi gi vung Chg Méi nhu ngay
nay ta da thay, xua kia lai la mot ao sinh
lay nudc dong. Nhu da noi roi, ndm 1913
ngudi Phap lap ao viing xay nha chg cé
lam 1€ lac thanh trong thé goi 1€ “khai
tan thi”. Chg ndy & gan cho6 bén nudc ctia
thanh xua nén goi “Chg Bén Thanh” cho
dén nay van con goi nhu thé. Ngay khai
mac cé chung “co bay bang>®” cé ¢ bong

de Tangray et de Tanky” (de Bazancuort p. 307-308). Il est
difficile en raison de lorthographe apdaot ée par l'auteur, de
savoir ou se trouvaient ces ouvrages.” (B.S.E.I Octobre — De-
cembre 1935, p.93). Theo t0i, t6i dinh cho day la nhiing don:
don Nghia, don Binh Khanh, d6n Cha La, d6n Tan Ngai, don
Tan Ky, dinh vay nhung con chd cac hoc gia uyén tham pha
chinh. / V€ chu thich (63), xin ndi rang 16i ghi &m xua ctia
ngudi Phap khong lién quan gi may véi muc khao ctiu nay,
nhung xét ciing nén dan ra day, d€ b6t hoang mang hon don
trong tri 6c non mdt phan nao.)

56 Bay bang cé phai: Quang Dong, Triéu Chau, Phuc Kién,
Hakas (Khach gia, He) Hai Nam, Chettys, Cha Va (gom nguoi
map 1é “Pakistanais’, ngudi H6i H6i “Mahométans” chinng?
Kho tra 1oi dat khoat, vi xua chua c¢é ngudi Tau tinh Bac
Kinh va T6 Chau va cac tinh khac qua day. Bay bang la bay
bang Trung Hoa hay pha 16n bay bang ngudi ngoai kiéu nhu
trén: tic liét ngudi An Do, khic ton gido, khéc phong tuc,
chung hang ngti v6i Trung Hoa? Ké an thit m&, ngudi chtia
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hinh “Quan Am Tay X4ach Gi6 C4&”, hinh
“Hong Hai Cam Quat Ba Tiéu Chap Tay
Bai Phat Ba” toan do dong nam dong nit
tinh nguyén chiu cho cdc thg ma bong
hinh thé nom gidy, cd ngay ding trén
mot cot sat nhod co hoa 14 che kin, chan
tay té liét vi khong cti dong dugc. Lai
c6 mua lan, thi v6, hat Triéu Chau, hat
Quéang Dong va hat boi dién ngoai trdi,
cO den, c) bong, nhac ngli am, va nhac
“mu dich” Phap. Sanh véi ngay nay, thi
cudc 1€ rat tam thuong, nhung vao thoi
ay tiéng don khap Luc Tinh, dau dau
cing n6 ntic kéo nhau vé Sai Gon. Co
cau: “Xem dugc 1€ Tét Tan Thi mét lan
chét cling suéng than!” Ma di thi chi c6
dudng thuy 1a tién. Nhac lai thud do, c6
tau “Luc Tinh” chay ti Sai Gon lén Nam
Vang trai qua cac chg nhu My Tho, Vinh
Long, Chau Ddc, v.v... Tau nho hon chay

thit heo, thé ma khi xua ngudi Phap ép nhap nhau, la that?
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miét Hau Giang thi cd tau Pélican, Sar-
celle, Cormoran ctia hang Messageries
Fluviales tuc goi Hang Tau Nam Vang,
chay khéi hanh tt My Tho xuong Bac
Liéu di qua cac chg nhu Chg Gao, Tam
Binh, Tra On, C4n Tho, Phung Hiép, S6¢
Trang, Bai Xau, C6 Co v.v... va tau khac
dudng My Tho - Rach Gid. Hang tau
cac-chu ciing chay kinh mot dudng véi
tau Tay. Vé sau md&i c6 6ng Phan Nudi 6
Vinh Long sam tau chay, nhung khong
tranh dua cung hai hang Tay, Tau. Pudng
bo thai ay (trudc 1913) chua dugc thong
thuong, vi chua cé ciu bac qua song lon.
B&i d6 cho nén, nhu da ndi roi, nho vi
tri trén bo co xe ltia nodi lién véi tha do,
dudi song co tau thuyén chay Luc Tinh,
My Tho théi &y chi nhugng cé mdt Sai
Gon.

Nhac lai 1é khai tan thi Chg Bén
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Thanh nam do6 (mars 1914) da pha ky luc
vé hoi he vui vé. Ong gia ba ca tling muc
kich lé ndy dén nay con nhac, va ty hao
chung kién mot “Tan vuong héi” (danh
ti clia cac bdo thoi ay dung).

Tuc 1é thanh Sai Gon va Chg Lén,
cho dén vé sau lau lam méi dep la dan
trong thanh phé hé qua mudi gio dém
mudn ra dudng phai xach theo mot 1ong
den, lai nifa riéng Chg Lén, x6m ctia gai
diém cling goi “Xom Long Deén’, da la
xom hué nuong tic nhién phai vé khuya,
khach lang choi com nuéc phu phé roi
m&i xach 1ong dén dén tham, su ay ciing
dé hiéu.

g) Nay xin trd lai dudng Thuan Kiéu
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Tu day dén “S& Nuoi Ngua” ci cta
nha binh Phép ttc 1a trong trai “O Ma”
dudng Vo Tanh (Nguyén Trai) thila chg
“Diéu Khién” do mot 6ng Diéu Khién™

57 biéu Khién la mot chic quan vo6 cdm binh danh gidc
trude thoi Gia Long, thud 4y thanh lay tai Sai Gon chua c6
cho nén cho6 6ng biéu Khién don binh ha trai thi goi 13 “Don
Dinh”. Danh tii “Diéu Khién” va “Dén Dinh” da tuy thai thé,
tlly dia lgi ma thay d6i xé dich, khi thdy sach ta “dong don
bén kia Tan Thuan’, khi lai ghi “6 bén nay song Thi Nghe”,
ching ta khong nén thac mac nhu nhiéu tac gia ngoai qudc,
khong nén “quo dtia cd nam nhu mot st gia Phép, cat nghia:
“Doén Dinh” 1a ché dong binh, la dinh trai ctia “Péng Pinh
Vuong Nguyén Van Lit “! / “S6 Nudi Ngua “haras” “: Luon
tién nén ndi 1a “Sé Nudi Ngya” nhu trong tap “Ky Uc Luc”
cua cu Truong Vinh Ky thuong ké lai, theo téi 4t & ving gin
nén chua cit “Kim Cuong Ty, trong ban d6 Tran Van Hoc,
con cho khac lai viét “Kim Chuong’, khong biét danh tu nao
dang. Day 1a mot S& Nudi Ngua ctia nha binh Phép, ho dong
binh & d4u 1a dit s& nuoi ngua ctia ho gan do cho tién, ché S&
nuoi ngua “xa vinh” (civil) thoi ky 4y chua cé (méi lap nghe
16i dau nam 1913). / Maison Blancsubé: Cu Truong Vinh Ky
trong “Souvenirs historiques” thudng nhac nha Blancsubé
lam cén ct phing cho ra moéi cac dia diém khéc. T6i c6 hoi
thdm S& Dia Chanh ciing nhu S& Tao Tac, S& Kién Thiét Do
Thanh, khong day biét toa nha nay xua toa lac tai ddu. Can
cu vao tai liéu nhiéu noi, téi dinh chting nha Blancsubé & 16i
duong Verdun ci, khéi Chg Diii nhung chua téi Rach va Mo
phan 6ng Nhiéu Loc, ma d4 Nhiéu Loc nay tim ra trong dat
x6m san bay ndi rong dudng Chi Ling, gitia khoang nga tu
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tao 14p. Khoéi Chg Diéu Khién la dén
“Chg Cay Da Thang Moi”. Goi lam vay
nhung khoan voi tudng rang day 1a mot
nha chg do m¢t ngudi Moi nao d6 dung
ra xay cat. Sy that 1a tai chg nay thudng
thady bay mdt mén hang khong dau cé
ban: dy la mot thd den thap dau phong
hay d4u diia lam bang dit nung, nin
hinh mo6t ngudi Cham (6ng Phong): hai
chan quy, hai tay chap lai, trén dau doi
mot thép dau. Trong tdp “Co Gia Pinh
vinh” co cau:

“Cay Da thang moi, coi ban dt thudc
Xxiém cau mut.

Cdi cau Cao Mén, thay lam nguyén
cot vap van trai.”

(Pay 1a thudc 14 xat va udp kiéu
ngudi Xiém dung. Cau mtt la cau trai

Chi Lang — Ng6 Dinh Khdi, va Chi Lang - V6 Di Nguy. Xin
cho cac bac lao thanh phu chinh.
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dé gia, ndu keo nhu mut, nguoi Thé rat
thich dn. Hai moén la gia vi dac biét trong
miéng trau thoi xua, nay da it dugc thay,
khong khac “cay den thing Moi”).

Khéi Chg Cay Da Thang Moi, ¢
mot canh dong rong 16n trong trai va cay
c6 moc tum lum nhiéu cho. Ngay nay
nha ctia cat 1ap bit bung khong con nhin
dugc noi nao, chd xua kia day la “Dong
Tap Tran”, cung goi “Ma Nguy®®” hay “Ma
Bién Tru. Noi day vua Minh Mang da
sai chdt dau ném thay chon chung mot
huyét ma (dén nay mac dau dao moéng
cit nha van chua tim gdp) ca thay dén

58 Danh ti Ma Nguy bay gi¢ thinh thoang con nghe trong
dan gian dung ti nguyén rua doc dia: “D6 Ma Nguy dau
thai!” d€ trach nhiing dda con ngd nghich bat hiéu cai 16
cha me - V.H.S. Con déy la chu thich cta 6ng Bdng Vin Ky,
tu Minh Tai, hoc gia & Go Véap. “Ma Nguy Khoi - ché nga tu
Lé Vin Duyét va Phan Thanh Gian - nay la CMT8 va DBPhu
- khoang Binh Dé4n bénh vién. Tt dudng Lé Van Duyét vao
Chg Lén, Ma Nguy ndm mé tay mat””
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1.137 nguoi™ gia tré bé 16n, dan 6ng dan
balon lao, khép vao téi phan nghich, theo
gidc Khoi® & lai trong thanh, chong binh
linh triéu dinh ba nam (1832-1835).

Nhu da noéi ro6i noi muc chu thich
vé S6& Nuodi ngua, sG nay cat trén mot
ngoi chuia ci tén goi “Kim Chuong Ty”
(hay Kim Chung Tuy). Chua nay lai xay
trén mot nén chua Thd da cé trude doi
Gia Long. Theo cu Truong Vinh Ky thi
chua Dué Tong bi Tay Son bat tai vung
Ba Thac (thudc Ca Mau) va chua Muc
Vuong bi bat tai Ba Vac (thuoc Bén Tre,

59 Ong Lé Thanh Khoi, tac gia mot cudn st Viét bing Phap
Van rat hay rat day du, cin than hon, viét “pr és de 2000...”
(s6 bi ha sat duéi 2.000 nguoi)

60 Khoi la ngusi Nung, Ta quan bat dugc, thuong tai khong
giét, nudi lam dudng t cho an ho Lé Khdi, vd nghé tuyét
luan, tay khong ha cop trudc mét st than Xiém La quoc. Ta
quan ti trdn, Khoi khong chiu ndi cti chi dé hén cta vai 6
quan nén déy gidc, giét quan triéu dinh chéng binh chinh
pht trong ba ndm. Sau Khoi bi chét, triéu dinh méi ha dugc
thanh Sai Gon, Minh Mang chua ha con gian, sai pha thanh
binh dia va lam c6 dan vo tdi mot cach tan nhan.
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gan Mo Cay) déu bi hanh quyét® gan
Kim Chuong Ty, 16i nam 1776.

Con tai thanh linh tip O Ma (Camp
des Mares) thi con c6 mi€u tho cac cong
than nha Nguyén, lap nam 1804, chii goi
“Hién Trung TUu” Noi day khi xua cé
cac bai vi tho tit ca 1015 si tu liéu minh
vi nudc trong cdc tran chong Tay Son,
trong s0 dé cé mot vo tudng qudc tich
Phap tt tran Thi Nai, ta goi 6ng Manh
Hoe (Manuel). Miéu nay da ghi vao bo
cac ¢d tich truong Vién Dong Bac C6;
ndm 1927 chtia nay dugc trudng Bac C6
xudt tién trung tu lai td t& qua nam 1939

61 Day la mot doan st bi tham. Dué¢ Tong va Muc Vuong
bi binh T4y Son bat mét phén 16i 16n 1a tai D6 Thanh Nhon
bat hoa cung mot tuéng Tau. Tudng nay da dau hang chda
Nguyén, tén Ly Tai, c6 chan trong mot hoi kin, kiéu nhu
Thién Pia Hoi sau nay. Xét ra néu Ly Tai va D6 Thanh Nhon
biét lién két thi Nguyén Chua chua bi bat, Tay Son chua manh
thé nhu sau, viéc trong Nam da thay ddi khac. Mot diéu khac
la trong dao binh Nguyén Hué danh binh Thanh sau nay c6
tra tron mot phan binh Minh tiép tay nhung khong ra mit.
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triéu dinh Hué cé biét phai mot dai than
vao day t€ ty (ngay 10 thang 11 duong
lich). Tang thuong bién d6i, dén thai
binh Nhat hoanh hanh mét luc... Chua
da hu té san, thém cac linh tip dao binh
Lang sa pha phach, hau hét nhiing bai
vi déu xiéu lac. Vg con binh linh dén an
& noi day khong long béo ton, nén chua
mau diéu tan. Dén lugt dao binh vién
chinh Phép tré lai chiém thanh O Ma sau
khi Nhat dau hang, thi ho triét ha Hién
Trung Tu luc nao khong ré at, bat chap
dé 1a di tich hiém cé trong Nam. Kip
dén khi Phép trd thainh O Ma cho Viét
Nam Cong Hoa, thi dén Trung Hién chi
con mot danh ti hdo trong tri nhé cua
nhiing nguoi hi€u cd. Lai niia, trong tip
ki tc ctia cu Truong Vinh Ky, con nhac
mdt ¢6 miéu cta thanh O Ma nay, danh
goi “Miéu Hoi Dong” (thd du chu vi),
cling goi la “Miéu Thanh”, ¢ trudc doi
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Gia Long. Tap ki tic cho ta biét thém rang
vi trl mi€u nay & gitia hai hao sen l6n.
Nhung nam 1885 v quan Phap chiém
ci miéu nay lam noi an & thanh tht lau
ngay miéu xua mat tich, nay khong con
biét r6 chac xua & noi nao. Cu Truong
Vinh Ky nhac lai chinh truéc Hién Trung
Tu va Miéu Hoi Dong ngoai Lo céi, thud
cyu trao cd xay hai cot gach va da, mét
dé “Khuynh Cai” (nghiéng long nghiéng
du), mét dé “Ha Ma” (xuéng ngua), nay
di tich & dau?

Lai con mot ngdi chua khac nita goi
“Chuia Ong Phuc”, ciing goi “Chuia Phat
Lén’, trong tap ki tic ghi 6 boc theo mot
con 160 nho dai theo bd ao sen 16n thanh
O Ma, thi cu Truong Vinh Ky da nhin
nhan mat tich tii nam 1885 vay.

Khoéi mdt cong nudc an thong voi
ngon “Rach Cau Ba D9, thi xua kia cé

Tré lai vdan dé tim hiéu thém vé vi tri Sai Gon



270 | Vwong Hong Sén

hai ng6i m¢ kha to, tuong truyén 1a mo
phan cta hai hoang tl con ctia Nguyén
Van Nhac tuc goi la “M6 Hoang Thuy”
va “Mo Hoang Trét”, nay da khong con
vi 6 1€ bi pha bo tii 1au dé€ x4y cat nha
pho, dau con chau con dong ho dé nhin
nhan? Tham chi tiéng don trudc kia tai
Rach Ba D6 c6 mot cai chg, vi nhém hop
budi sang nén danh goi la “Chg Mai” nay
ciing khong biét khi xua toa lac chén
nao? Rach Ba Do, di tich ton tai dén nam
1959, con dau cii con rach nudc do, nay
da 1ap di, nhuong chd cho mot tram ban
xang, duong Tran Hung Dao, ngd xéo
qua dai 160 Céng Hoa (Nguyén Van Cui).

Con dudng ngang Nha Thd Cho
Quan c6 hai ngo6i chuia, mét goi “Kim
Tién Tuy”, sau doi lai 1a “Nhan Son Tu”,
mot cai khac nita goi la “Chua Gia Dién”
Hai chtia nay da khong con tii ndm 1885.
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Tu Chg Quan tréd vo Chg Lén thi
dau tién gap “Xom Bot”, ngay ngay phoi
trang da tan lé duong nhiing bt mi, bot
dau, bot loc, bot khoai v.v... Di téi niia
thi gap “Chg HOm”, nhém chiéu téi dé
dé6i véi “Chg Mai” da noi trén.

Sau Chg Hom, c6 mdt ngoi chua tho
mot vi tuéng lanh cia Cao Hoang, bi Tay
Son giét, khong biét tén, chi ghi ho Tran.
Chua “Tran Tuéng®” & dau cling khong
ai biét.

62 Trong Dai Nam nhat thong chi, quyén 2, ban dich Nguyén
Tao, thay trang 79 ghi nhu vay: “Tran Tuéng quan ti” - &
dia phan thon Tong Chinh huyén Binh Duong. Tuéng quan
ho Trén, tén Thuong Xuyén, ngudi Quang Dong, lam chiic
Tong binh d6i Minh, Minh mét, khéng chiu thin phuc vua
nha Thanh, nén quy phuc ban triéu, danh Cao Man c6 cong,
lai lap pho chg & Sai Gon_xin hiéu 1a Chg Lén ngay nay_
chiéu tu khach thuong, ngud6i doi sau nhé cong diic lap dén
tho, trong nién hiéu Minh Mang, Thiéu Tri, déu phong lam
thugng déng thin, dén nay xa dan phung ty, huong héa nhu
xua. Cé phai chua “Tran Tuéng” va “Tran tuéng quéan ti”
van la mét hay khong? Dau sao hai chuia da mat tich tu 1885
roi!
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Trén mot con rach nho, gan m¢ ng-
hia dia ngudi Tau cé moét cai cau, goi
“Cau Linh Yén”. Yén 1a mdt quan si trung
thanh cta Nguyén Chua, mot hom cong
vua trén vai, chay dén day thi ng6 nan.
Chua dugc mot luc si thay vai cong chay
vuot, Yén bi Tay Son giét. Chua Nguyén
thuong tiéc lam, sau tdc vi sai dan lap
miéu thé Yén. Trong sich ghi miéu
thugc xé6m Tan Thudn, cling co6 tén khac
1a “Ham Luong”.

Gan noi day, thud xa xua cé mdt goc
me that 16n, dudi béng ram c6 lap mét
quan chuyén ban banh nghé¢ tuc danh la
“Quan Banh Ngh¢” Ciing vi cay me ay,
nén x0m nay goi “Xom Cay Me Mat”.

buong Dong Khanh (Marins ci)
cé hai xom la “Xém Com” va “Xom
Chi”. Mdc dau nay da c6 tén Viét (Dong
Khanh), duong Marins xua van cé mot
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tén riéng rat tho 1a “Hang Chdo Muoi’,
cho dén nay ngudi c6 cuu dat Chg Lén
van quen dung chua bo. Truy ra ¢ day luc
trudc c6 mot ngudi Trieu Chau khuya
khuya ganh “chdo muo6i” (tht chédo trang
ndu that nhii véi tdm xay nho, trong chao
16ng béng cd vai trai bach qua, cling goi
“bach qud chuc” Ngudi Quing Dong
thich an chdo mudi sau moét dém thuc
trang, vi nhe tiéu mau khde con ngudi.)
ban dai theo con dudng nay. Moén hang
ré tién, viia nong viia ngon, da giup ong
“danh luu hdu dai”. Cing nhu duodng
Tan Da, thud truéc mi chdo déu ngon,
cd thu tép lan bot chién nguyén con va
chdo “bao ngu” that ngot. Ngay nay da
cam ban rong ngoai dudng, nhiing thic
an khuya dac biét ndy mat, va mat luén
“nhiing tha phong luu” cyu théi cua
bom sanh an!
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Trong ket dudng Dong Khanh, gan
dau cau Cha Va vai ba muoi ndm trudc,
c6 mot lao Tiéu ganh ganh ban chdo kho
ca huong an véi cai “tang 6”. Pén nha
nhem, ngudibu dong dén do chdao khong
kip ban, thém tudi viia d6i muaci “dn sat
cling tiéu”, ban ghé€ khong c6, moi ngudi
tu tién lay hap ngon lanh, ngé mat nhau
van quen quen: Co Ba Tra, 6ng Co mi
Kinh va té day, ké con, ngudi mat, dua
bac dau!

h) Cau budng, Cau Kham Sai, Chua
Cay Mai

Nay tht bat dau tu trong Chg Lén ké
ra. V€ phia bén kia “Dudng Trén” (Route
Haute), 1an lugt ta gép:

Nghe noi lai, 16i nam 1885, thi chg cii
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& vao x6m nha Dudng duong Chg Ray,
nay chi con tro lai mot danh tron va day
co 1€ 1a mot chg hoi dai trude, dén trao
Phép lai dep di. Truéc Dudng dudng Chg
Ray, xua kia c6 mot ng6éi md ¢6 bang voi,
kiéu cham tré rat khéo, tuong truyén la
ctia mot ong hau tuéc ho D6 (Tombeau
du marquis de D6). Trudng Vién Dong
Bac ¢6 da xin liét ké lam c6 tich, nhung
cht dat 1a ngudi cé thé luc, mot hai xin
pha dé cat pho xa va vién Toan quyén
Decoux ung 161, thiét 1a rat ti€c cho mot
c6 tich khong c¢6 nguoi ting hd. Mo phan
ho D6 nay cé dinh liu chang véi Ta quan
phu nhon, tén tocla D6 Thi Phan. Tuong
truyén khi Lé Ta quan bi tdi, phu nhon
vé€ ngu noi xom Chg Ray, trong mot ngoi
chuia Phat, do ba me ndm xua ding tao
lap tuc danh la Chua Ba Déi.

Tl con dudng Chao Muoi (Pong
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Khdnh) xu6ng mot con kinh, sau lap di
bién thanh dai 16 Tong D¢ Phuong, thi
c6 x6m nguoi “Minh Huong’, ngay nay
con sot lai mot di tich nguy nga trang 1é
la chtia “Minh Huong Gia Thanh’, tao lap
nam 1788, vé sau cé tu bé lai nhiéu lan.
Chua nay ndm trén dong Pong Khanh,
day mdt ngé qua Bdt Cai Quan Tu (nay
déi lam Quén Nam), trong chtia con giti
dugc dao sac than® ctia vua phong, cing
bai vi son son thép vang ctia cdc ong
Tran Thang Tai, Trinh Hoai Dtic, Ngo
Nhan Tinh, Vuong Hiiu Quang va but
tich lién déi do tay Trinh Hoai Dtic viét.
bay la mot xém ky cyu nhat va hiép véi

63 Tai liéu nay t6i viét theo nhiéu sach ci nhung nam 1960,
toi gdp ban hoc nam xua trudng Chasseloup 1a 6ng Kha Van
Lugng, lam cht ban quan tri chua Minh Huong Gia Thanh,
thi 6ng cai chinh rang trong chuia khong c6 sac vua vi day la
“ngudi gbc Tau nén vua Viét khong sic phong dugc” Ong
KVL thém rang trong chtia thd hai chit dai ty “Long Phi” 1a
chi tho vua Minh Mang d6, va nghi cho dién nay qua lot mat
ngudi Man Thanh vao thai 4y, ciing la vay thay - VHS.
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x0m Chua Quan V6, dudng Triéu Quang
Phuc (Quéng Tong Cai cii), la trung tam
budn ban ctia cyu Chg Lén ngay xua.
Ong Truong Vinh Ky nhdc ndm 1885 tai
day c6 nhiéu nha budn giau cd, vach xay
gach hai muoi, nn6c c6 phong to, lop
ngdi lan 6ng y mot ki€u kién truc nhu
bén Trung Qudc, nay xem lai nhiéu nha
van y nhu cil.

Cdc nha budn 16n ngudi Tau xung
“TAu Khau”, do danh ti - JiE (Thé khd,
nghia 1a nha chtia hang héa) phat am
giong Triéu Chau Phuc Kién. Cling c6
khi ho dung danh ti K i (Dai Kh,
dong mot nghia véi tii trén). Khi khac ho
ting nhau, xung 1a “Tau k&” X HF (Dai
Gia), ty du nhu Cha Pen cho vay bac,
tic Cha chetty cling xung “Tau ké map’,
“Tau ké 6m”, Cha ban vai cing xung “Tau
ké ban vai’, tham chi mu ta ba cling bat
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goi minh la “Mu Tau ké&” va odi dm thay,
“hang lanh gidy s6 ¢ nha ma” han doi dé
treo gia ngoc, cling xung minh la “con
gai nha dai gia’, “gdi Tau ké” chinh cong!

Mo6i ndm cti dén mua gi6 thuén, thi
thuyén buoén miét Son Dau (Swa-tow)
ché hang tii Trung Hoa sang dat Viét
doi chac ling xdng: cam Quang (Quang
Dong), cam Tiéu (Triéu Chau), hongkho,
kim quyt kiéng, hang lua Bac Thao...

O gin viing nay, trong sach con ghi
mot cdi cau danh goi Cau buodng, vi 6
x0m ban dudng phen, dudng thé, dudng
ha, dudng cat, duong phdi du thd. Cau
budng nay noi lién hai cdi chg:

— Mot chg nha long hinh tam gidc,
trong chg ban da mon, doc ba bén cé
tiém chap pho Hoa kiéu tap ndp (nay
nha chg da nhudng ché cho nha Buu
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dién Chg Lén).

— Mot chg hinh chiéi nhat, ti Cau
buong dén dudng Thuy Binh, nay
tréd nén mot doan cta dai 16 Tong doc
Phuong. Va ngay nay Rach Chg Lén
cling goi Rach Cau Duong bién thanh
dai 160 Gaudot, va nha “Thong Hiép” ctia
Quéach bam chinh & day day mat tién ra
Rach Cau buong (Rach Chg Lén) véi
cai mong “phong thury dau Rong”

Tu Cau Duong vdé Cau Kham Sai,
trén dudng Go Coéng, cling goi Cau
Kham Sai hay Cau Ba Miéng, nha cta
noi lién san sat xem rat ngoan muc. Xém
Lo GOm & ném vé lang Phu Lam, trén
mot con kinh thong ra Nga Tu, dau kia
chay t6i Cau Kham Sai, dan trong xém
sanh nhai bang nghé lam d6 gém, ngdi
gach, chau kiéng, lu mai, don sanh dé
chau kiéng v.v...
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Tai nga tu, dau dudng Cay Mai ci
(nay Nguyén Trai) xua c6 mdt cai cdu,
danh goi “Cau Pho” vi bac trong con
duong “Pho Xép’, la dudng Tong Doc
Phuong hién nay, noi day c6 kinh va
nha D6 Hitu Phuong, nay kinh da lap,
nha ho Dé da ban cho ngudi Tau dé mat
va thé vao la nha phd lau cao ngat, tliu
qudn, ciné. Kinh Cau Pho hoi do goi la
“Kinh va budng Pho Xép” Than trén
Chua Ba (tho ba Thién Hau Thanh Mau),
doc dudng 1én Cau Pho, xua c6 mot cai
giéng, tuc goi ndm na “Giéng Chua Ba”
hodc “Giéng Bong”. C6 danh la nudc t6t
va ngot hién nén cac nha van nhan thué
ay dat la “Giéng Cam Tuyén”.

Dai theo bd kinh tu Cau Dudng tré
ra dén Cau Kinh Pho Xé&p, la dia phan
lang Quéi Duc. Chg noi day ciing goi la
“Chg Kinh”
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Choé Nha Tho Cha Tam hién nay xua
la “Chg Lo Ren’, déay la x6m cua thg rén
va thg kéo chi sat. Vi ho chuyén mon
gioi gian nén thoi 4y da goi ho 1a quan
Miu Tai. Cho Lo Rén & bén kia dau Cau
Phé. Ngay nay van con vai tiém chuyén
nghé kéo chi sat va can kim ngan ra 14,
trudc ctia tiém cé trung bay mot hay vai
cai may can, quen goi la “ban can” (lam-
inoir).

L6i Bon Cay Mai ¢ mot cdi cau goi
“Cau Ong Tiéu” Theo toi, “Tiéu” day la
“Triéu Chau” doc trai di, vi xém c6 nhiéu
ngudi lam ray dan Tiéu, ché khong cé
nguoi tiéu phu nao.

Theo 6ng Trinh Hoai Duc, Chua Cay
Mai, tén chii 1a Thdu Lanh Ty, nguyén
cat trén mot nén chtia c6 Cao Mién, xung
quanh c6 dao ao rong va siu, hoi xua moi
nam tai day c6 t6 chic 1é dua “ghe ngo”
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(ghe ngo la “tuk ngud” ctia ngudi Mién
dung d€ thi dua cac lang cé chua Mién)
tuc lalé “dua” nudc khi cudi mua lam laa
va “lé rudc nuéc” dau mua lam rudng.
Dudi doi vua Minh Mang, chua dugc tu
bd lai, tuong truyén hai 6ng Nguyén Tri
Phuong va Phan Thanh Gian c6 lap tai
day mot thuy ta trén c6 gac cao. Bay lau
nghe don tai chtia c6 mot géc mai gia
bong trang, tling trai miy phen bién c6,
va da lam dau dé bai tho bat hu sau:

Vinh Mai Son Ty (Chua Cay Mai)
Pha Lam

“DPau don thay cho Mai cach duéi
deo.

Mudi phan trong sach phan cheo leo.
Suong in tuyét dong canh thua thét.

Xuan dén thu vé, sai quanh hiu.
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Lang 1é chudng quen con bong xé.
To le kén la mat troi chiéu.

Nhiing tay rugu thanh thi than ci.
Trong canh bao nhiéu ti€c bay nhiéu.”

(Ton Tho Tudng®, ban Khudng Viét,
tr.88)

64 Ciing bai tho “Vinh Cay Mai” ctia Ton Tho Tudng, t6i thay
con hai ban khac niia, tién day xin chép ra nhan lam. Xin hoi
tai sao mot bai van cua Phap, Trung Hoa nhu tho ctia Victor
Hugo, ctia Ly Théi Bach thi Phap, Trung Hoa, Nhét Ban, Dai
Loan, My déu y nhu nhau mét ban, khong sai moét chi, con
dén phién tho trong Nam nhu Luc Van Tién ctia cu NDC,
tho ctia Ton Tho Tudng, tho ctia Phan Vin Tri cho dén ngoai
Bac nhu Kim Van Kiéu ctia cu ND, tho ctia cdc 6ng Nguyén
Khuyén, Cao B4 Quat déu tam sao thit bon, méi ong sao
chép déu stia d6i khac nhau rét nhiéu, va chiing nao méi noi
chuyén théng nhat cac ban vdn xua lai cho hoc sinh, si tt
nhao?

Mot bai dé BDong Mai Son cam tac - s6 61

“Lac léo thuong mai phan dudi deo, / Tram phén trong
sach phan cheo leo, / Hoa in tuyét dong nhanh thua thét, /
Gi6 théi huong tan sii quanh hiu, / Ling ling chu6ng rung
con bong x€, / To le ken thoi mat troi chiéu, / Nhiing tay rugu
thanh thi than ¢ / Nhin canh bao nhiéu cam bay nhiéu.”
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Pau xudan nam Canh Ty (1960), thi
si bong HO da dén thudng bach mai
tan goc, ban vé viét bai “Tim dau bach
mai” dang trong Bach Khoa s0 76 ngay
1/3/1960 trang 23-32.

K& d6 6ng ban Thai Van Kiém c6 dua
toi dén ngam Cay mai “co tich” va viét
ti€p bai 6ng Bong HO6 “Tim dau bach
mai” ciing trong Bach Khoa s6 78 ngay
1/4/1960 trang 51-58.

Ban nay sao y nguyén vén trong xap “Co6 Thi” trang 42,
tap “Viét 4m védn tuyén” cta nha in J.Viét nam 1919.

Con day la ban cua Dong Ho tién sinh sao luc, dang
trong “Bach Khoa” s6 76 ngay 1/3/1960:

“Cam canh Cay Mai cach duéi déo, / Mudi phan trong
sach phéan cheo leo. / Suong in tuyét dong canh thua thét, /
Xuan t6i thu vé€ ndi quanh hiu. / Lang 1é chuéng quen con
bdng x¢, / To le ken la mat troi chiéu. / Nhiing tay rugt thanh
tho than ct, / Trong canh bao nhiéu tiéc by nhiéu”

Dam xin hoi néi quén tt nhat la Péong Ho lao huynh

day cho t6i biét con ban nao khac nita chdng va ban nao dung
chinh nguyén vin ctia Ton Tho Tudong?
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Nhu vay cling da can tau rdo mang.

Sach Gia Dinh thong chi chép rang
ndm 1816, su tdng tu bo chua, nhan dao
dat, cé gdp dudi nén chua nhiéu thic
gach cfi va ngoéi ct kiéu c¢6 Cao Mién,
nhung tiéc thay thoi ay chua biét gia tri
cta nhiing vat ay nén khong dé lai danh
lam tai liéu khao cd.

Gan Chua Cay Mai (chii goi Mai
Son Ty, khi goi Thiu Lanh Ty) con mot
ngodi chuia khac goi Phung Son Ty, cling
thuoc lich st can kim thai dai. Chua nay
goi tuc danh la “Chua GO’ vi cat trén
mot go ndi cao, chung quanh nudc bao
boc, qua la di tich cia mot nén chua co
Cao Mién. Hoi tham, mdt 6ng dao trong
chua ndi xua c6 dao dugc mot dai hong
chung ctia ngudi Mién; t6i lay lam ngo vi
ngudi Cao Mién tu dao Phat khong dung
chudng nhu ta. C6 chang thi sach ghi lai
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rang tai mdt nén Chua Go c6 dao gip
mot khuc tay Phat da, ki€u Mién, nhung
cling khong biét d€ danh khao ctu. Vung
Cay Mai va Chua Go dang dugc cac nha
khao ¢6 cht y nhiéu néu muon suu tim
goi Prei Nokor.

Con choé toa Hanh chianh Cho Lén,
xua thu¢c huyén Tan Long. Ngoai vong
rao toa Hanh chanh cd con dudng rai da
chay boc theo hong Chua Cha Va dao
Hoéi, may ndm trudc con mang tén “rue
des Clochetons” D¢ la con dudng xé
chay thang vo Chtia “Kiéng Phudc” 6 tu.
Néam 1860 binh ta 14y chuia Kiéng Phudc
lam 6 khang chién chong gidc Phap.
Nam 1866 chuia da diéu tan vi bi d& pha,
chi con chat phuong danh trong lich st
khang chién ma thdi. Truy ra vi tri chua
nay nam lot gifia con duong Maréchal
Foch (nay la dudng Nguyén Vin Thoai),
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con mot phan 16n lai 6 vé 16 dat bong
doé mdi s6 20 va 23 ngang ngang lai véi
trudng hoc con gai (bong do 21) thudng
goi “Trudong Ba bam”

i) Tré vé Chg Quan

Tan Kiéng, Nhon Giang (trudc 1885
mang tén Nhon Ngdi), Binh Yén la tén
ba lang xua, sau sap nhdp lam mot 1a
vung CHg Quén. Trudc kia, noi day co
lang Tho Duc, trong mot ban dé dinh
theo tap nho nay goi “ancien village des
fondeurs” — dan trong lang chuyén nghé
trau lu dong c6 tiéng, ndi danh mat thud,
khong kém lu Chg Gao (Phu Lam). Goi
la “Chg Quan” vi thud trudc chg nhom
hop dudi gdc nhiing cay me dai tho 16i
nha thuong Chg Quan hi¢n nay. Chung
quanh chg c6 nhiéu quan xa 16¢ cdc tyu
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mot cho nén dit tén lam vay.

Mady muoci nam vé trudc, c6 mot
phu 6ng, sanh trudéng tai Chg Quan di
cu xudng mi¢t Séc Trang khai phd, lam
ruong 16n, lap nén sy nghiép do so, vé
gia thau tém ctia cdi va tao lap tai dudng
Tran Hung Dao mot ngdi nha hung vi
lay tén la “Villa Nhon Giang”, d€ nhac lai
tén xua lang ci. Toi con nho khong biét,
moi lan di ngang déu cudi tham hai chi
“Nhon Giang” Sau nay, chu nhan man
phan, gdp nam kinh t€ khung hoang, hoi
“Dtic Tri Thé Duc” dau gia mua lai rat
ré, nhung khong biét vi sao lai lot vao
tay quan doi Nhat dén &, roi chuyén lan
sang quan doi Phap dén chi€m, mai dén
khi tré nén tru sé co quan c6 van quan
su My. Dén déy la dut hay con thay déi
chti nia? Phai chang vi nha choan cho
nén ci Chtia Mién nén khong ai cam giti
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dugc lau bén? Héi thi 16 moi di doan,
nhung khong hoéi khong dugc! Ngoi
nha nay toa lac trén mdét cudc dat cao
rdo, trong sdch 6ng Truong Vinh Ky viét
nam 1885 da bay r6 vé co tich cua ving
dat nay, sau Vién Bao Tang dén dao va
tim gdp nhiéu tang da to ki€u Cao Mién,
hién dem vé dit ngoai hanh lang Viét,
xem lai hinh nhu dé la tang ctia, tang cot
phuén Khmer va dinh chting néu cé dip
dao dat cho nay, may ra con gip c6 tich
Prei Nokor niia.

B e i
—
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Ban d6 xém Chg Quan

Ngang toa nha ci “Ptc Tri Thé
Duc”, ¢c6 mot ngoi nha lau khong kém
vi dai va co lién quan dén c6 tich Co
Sai Gon. Nha xdy cat trén nén nha xua
cua hoc gid Truong Vinh Ky tién sinh,
ngoai cua, chuc nam vé trudc, con thay
gan mot bang da bién ranh mach su tich
nay, nhung nay khong rd vi sao da dep
khong con treo ntta? Chu nha nay (quy
danh la H.M.Ph.) la m6t ngu&i dan ba cé
chi 16n va c6 su nghiép ruong dat ménh
mong vung Soc Trang qué toi. HOm nay
toi tudng niém ba la ngudi mua sam do
st ¢6 trudc nhat trong Nam va ba qua la
nguoi cé ngoc nhén trong khoa chai c6
ngoan. Nam 1940, Nhat d6 bo vao day,
trudc tién dén chiém cl ngdi nha nay,
dat [am tru s& va truc xudt ba. Nhat bai
binh, ng6i nha nay sang tay quan doi
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Phap, mai dén nay tang thuong bién ddi,
gia cht da lia tran, ngdi nha thay cha, tré
nén mot xudng day dong giay va may
quan phuc... Bay gi¢ 1a trai Yén Thé. Co
chu da mat, khong r6 nhiing do xua quy
gia doi gidu luc loan ly nay con gin giti
nguyén ven hay chang?

Nhac dén ba, khién t6i nhé lai mét
budi sang ndm 1939. Luc 4y ba con s6i
lam, tudi tac trén 80 ma nhanh nhen
nhu nguoi cd luc tuan. Sang hom Ay, toi
dén gb cta nhd bdo tin ¢6 khach mudn
xem d6 c6 ngoan. Dén khi tdi trinh dién,
ba thay t6i con nho tudi, ba hoi ngai da,
nhung da htta 16, ba ciing chang da i hit
c6 chtiing. San ba ngodi rtia mat, ba dua
tay chi so nhiing mén chung bay gan
chd ba ngoi cho t6i xem, ttic nhiing mén
dé nha bép! Toi rao mdt vong, thay nao
choe 16n, t6 xua du ¢d, cdi nao ciing kh4,
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cling coi dugc. Xem roi, t6i dinh kiéu tt,
nhung ndy gio t6i khong dé chiling ba dé
y tiing ct chi, tling 16i binh pham. Do
chting khong chuéng tai ba lam nén ba
sai tré ma rong ctia nha trén luc nao toi
khong hay biét, khi téi cdo thodi ba khong
cho, mai toi budc thang 1én thudng thic
do suu tap chinh thic. Day méi qua la
mot bo mon cd gia tri, gom du céc loai:
be, bau, ngong, hi, chde, nai, nam, nhao,
v0, chum v.v... cdi nao céi 4y toan hao
xinh t6t thét co, that quy, dang goi do
suu tdp danh bat hu truyén. Toi xem mai
khong biét chan, day lai thdy mat ba long
lanh vui vui. Nhung ngay gio c6 han, toi
khong dam lgi dung long tot ctia ba nén
xin ki€u mot phen nita. Phu nhan khong
nghe, moi 1én 1au xem nét nhiing dédc
pham thud nay it cho mat nguoi la ngd
vao. Ban dau, t6i cling tudng vi long phu
nhan 1én xem lay 1¢, nhung khi vao dugc
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“thap nga chiia toan bao vat” nay, toéi méi
hiéu t6i t6t phudc bic nao! Lam sao ta
dugc nhiing cai khéo cai la chtia trén lau
cta phu nhan? Hat h6 phéch 16n bang
trai mu u chua 16t vo! Ngoc ma nio tién
tron lam hat chu6i B6 dé, nhung khoét
bong rudt d€ chiia thudc doc (nghe dau
d6 1a chudi thanh tri gia doi Tu Duc
thudng deo ho than, phong khi ng¢ bién
lay d6 hty minh, khéi lau co muu, va
cling khong cho tuc nhan xam pham quy
thé). Con déy 1a bo chén tra bang ngoc
luu ly, néu rét nudc vao thi vun chun
nhu miéng chén 1én be thém; con kia la
bau thuy tinh trong suot, 1dng lanh choéi
nhu hat suong gip nang; nay la ddu rugu
bdng sting té giac (ndm goi u tay) cham
16 khéo, tuyét dep. Ma dep nhat, quy
nhat co 1€ la hai tdm ctia bat d€ che gio:
khuén vanh bang trac “hé bi” vin mun
van vén rat la mat; mat kham ngoc thach
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nguyén miéng va cdm thach mau xanh
luc “phi thuy”, mot bén thi cham “ky son
di thao”, mot mat khac bai thi, toan “thi
ngu ché, ngu but” vua Can Long, nodi
may tam ngoc nay, gia tht lay ra lam
trang stic phdm thi khong biét bao nhiéu
tién. Noi gitia nha, dya theo hai cdt cai,
chung hai 1oc binh to tuéng, men lam
cham “son thuy”, cdi nao cdi nay stc toi
om khong gidp va cao con chut xiu niia
dung tran nha, ca hai khong ti khong vét,
khong khon ciing khong mé, méi dang
goi la ctia vua ctia chua gi day! Nhung
theo y t0i, nhiing mén nay tuy quy la,
van khong lam cho t6i say mé bang may
bd chén tra va t6 uong tra, c6 tho nom
hodc hiéu dé dung vao nhiing nam di
st cta sti bo Nguyeén triéu, hodc nhiing
binh tich “Manh Than”, “Thé Duc”, that
co that xinh, thud nay t6i chua tung thay
& dau c6 nhiéu va c6 dep nhu & nha nay.

Phdn thi tw



Sai Gon nam xwa | 295

Xem khong man nhan, nhung phu nhéan
ban thian huéng dan, sém gi¢ da quy lam
roi, toi kiéu tu, ba ddan véi bao tdi khi nao
ranh trd lai ti€p xuc véi cac cong tl va
rang gium giang gidi nghia cac cau nghe
rang mua sam do6 ¢ khong phai la dem
tién viit song vit bién! Luc tu gia, toi cd
cam gidc song canh “Cao Thién Tu viéng
nha Luu Dung” td trong truyén Tau
“Can Long ha Giang Nam” Cao Thién
Tu la tén gid cha vua Can Long, xung
tam trong khi di choi mién Nam, viéng
nha Luu Dung, thiy bién dé nam chii
“THIEN HA DE NHAT GIA”, vua khong
bang long nén ty tim hiéu trudc khi phan
doan. Nha nam ngan bay nap c6 vong
tuong bao boc khong khic cung dién
cta nha vua. Vao nha trudc gap chau noéi
Luu Dung, con hoc sinh, chua biét gi. Vo
nha tang nhi gap con trai ho Luu, ciing
U 6 khong tra 161 dugc. Nhap vao tang
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thd ba gdp em Luu Dung va tang thu tu
gap cha ctua Luu Dung, déu 4p ung cat
nghia khong gdy gon nam chii vang no.
Duy khi dén dai thinh dudng gap mot
lao trugng dau rau bac phéu, dang diéu
thanh ky, day chinh la 6ng néi cua thiia
tuéng Luu Dung. Oédng giadi rang ong
dugc tam muoi mot tudi, an 1é bat tuan
thugng tho, anh em trong xdm thay nha
ong nam doi khoa giap noi ti€p khong
ddt, pha quy vinh hoa tot phdm, thém
trudng tho sum vay, nén di tdng 6ng tam
bién son son thép vang “THIEN HA DE
NHAT GIA” 4y. Cao Thién T nghe 1o
tu sy, gat dau nhén thdm rang nam chi
vang rat xing va khong co6 chi la pham
thugng. Toi diing lai ké sy tich nay cho
phu nhan nghe, khong ddm ty vi minh
v6i Cao Thién Tu hodc v6i 6ng hoang
dé phong luu nha Man Thanh, nhung
nhin manh noi ch6 nha phu nhan ké tu
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nha bép, nha duéi lau trén khong khac
mdy doi thé phiét, cau “THIEN HA DE
NHAT GIA” sanh v&i chd nay khong chi
la ép gugng. Phu nhan khong tra 16i,
ding trudc thém nha tién t6i, hai hot
kim cuong noi trdi tai rung rinh léng
lanh. De dau do la budi chot! Nay bao
ngoc tran chau quy dén may phu nhan
ciing chang mang bao, miy hang tudng
niém thanh kinh nay phu nhéan ciing
khong bao gio doc!

Trd lai cau chuyén lang Chg Quaén,
tii dudng Nha Thuong di dén mot cdi ao
16n, chd nay méi dang la lang Thg Puc
nam xua.

Gan ngoi nha lau Duc Tri Thé Duc,
con ddu tich mot xém ¢d ngudi Mién,
hién nay trong x6m con mot go dat cao
hon mét dudng cdi, khach di trén dudng
Tran Hung Dao dom vao thay cao ngun
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ngun, day 1a nén chua va xém Thé doi
trudce. Thinh thodng dan cu con dao gap
gach cii ki€u Cao Mién, va cach nay may
chuc ndm Vién Bdo tang cé suu tam tai
cho, nao Phat da nho, Phat dong du ca,
do6 tu khi lun vun, dac biét [a mét dén
dong xua hinh hoa sen, tré tugng mot
nd bdc chan quy, hai tay bung thiép dau;
thém c6 ba tdng dd 16n mon ly, do chling
day la ngach ctia chua Thé doi xua. Cac
vat nay hién dem vé luu tri tai Vién Bao
tang d€ lam d4u tich “C6 Sai Gon”, mot
md thu xép theo hanh lang, mot mé dé
trong ta kiéng Trung dudng.

Tu lang Nhon Ngai (sau doi Nhon
Giang) t6i gidp duong Cau Kho, xua kia
nha ph6 dong duc lam, moi nha chung
quanh déu cé vudn tugc cay trdi xum
xué. Gan day c6 mot xé6m nguyén la ctia
nhiing ngudi an may khi trudc. Thud
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Nguyén Anh ty nan trong Nam, bon
nay c6 cdng ctiu gia. Theo khiu truyén,
btia d6 binh Tay Son truy na ngat lam.
Tudng vua kho thoat chét. May sao chay
dén day, bon dn may ra tay ing ho. Mot
mdt ho chi dudng cho vua 4n nép. Mot
mat ho xum lai ngudi danh trong ké
dap thung... lam phd 16 thé nao, binh
tuéng Tay Son ngo tudng binh ma Chua
Nguyén tu tdp noi day dong lam, e qua
bat dich ching, nén ho rut lui, Nguyén
Anh thodt nan. Vé sau nhé on xua, Gia
Long cho phép lap x6m nay ban cho ba
chit “Tan Loc Phuong”. Cho nay, truy ra
trude kia 1a rudng lua ctia ngusi Mién
trong trot, da biét hoi doi do, dan thua
dat rong dén bac nao.

Qua tay Nam trao, dan ta boi ruong
thanh dit nén va dao mot con kinh dé
lay dat lap nén, dan trong xo6m lam maot
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cdy cau lay tén “Cau Gao’, vi trong xém
chuyén ban gao. Cach d6 khong xa cé
mot xém ban 14 1gp nha, tuc danh “Xém
La Budng”. X6m L4 Budng dn thong qua
dudng Boresse cii, giap lai véi Xém Cau
Quan da cé noi roi.

Xom La Budngnaybiétdugcvitricua
nd nho trong sach cé ghi rang noi day cé
mot khic dudng danh goi “Dudng Nudc
Nhi”. Dudng nay xét ra & gitta dudng di
Chg Lén dau nay trd ra Bén Thanh, mé
ngoai la chg Kim Chung (Kim Chuong),
mé trong la “Xém Cay Da Thang Moi”.
Tai liéu nay toi gdp trong cha thich ghi
duéi bai “Gia PInh vinh” ban in Truong
Vinh Ky 1882.

Theo mot cho khac trong dién van
doc tai truong Hau B6 1885, “Souvenirs
historiques”, chinh cu Truong Vinh Ky cat
nghia thém rang: “Dudng Nudc Nhi” c6

Phdn thi tw



Sai Gon ndm xwa | 301

cai tén lam vay vi thudng thuong dudng
nay bi ngip lut, ti mua am udt. Néu
ai con gii btic dia d6 xua nao, xin tim
hé con dudng Nudc Nhi, theo cu Vinh
Ky thi ¢ vao 10i khoang dat di chua téi
S6 Nudi Ngua (Haras) ctia nha binh va
bong Tap Tran (Plaine des tombeaux),
tt vuon Ba Lén (Phan Thanh Gidn) ngé
qua Trudng Pua cii, canh Dong Tap Tran
an thong dén Xo6m Lach, trén dudng Yén
Do, chay ra sau nha ct Blancsubé, vi nha
nay thuong dugc nhac di nhac lai trong
bai khdo ctu cua cu Truong Vinh Ky.
Nay dinh chting thi nha Blancsubé von
¢ 161 dudng Lé Van Duyét (Verdun ci)
gitta ching thanh O Ma (tru s Cong an
va Canh sat) chay 1én Chg Dii.

Con buodng Nudc Nhi phai ching
nay la con dudng Céng Quynh an qua
dudng Pham Ngi Liao? Dudng Cong
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Quynh trudc kia la con dudng Blanc-
subé sau d6i lam rue d’Arras.

Dé nhac lai day [a mot danh ti “la
la” xua thudng dung ma khong nghe nay
no6i niia, danh tu nay thoat nghe nhu
c6 tinh cach tuc tiu d6 la hai tiéng “Cau
Khac”. Theo cu Truong Vinh Ky xua c6
dén hai cdi cau trung tén nhu vay: ay la
“Cau Ba Chau” (phai chang Ba Lé Chau
tho lam t6 cia nhiing ngudi thg bac thg
vang Chg Lén?) va mot cau khac niia la
“Cau Khéc” ngoai chg Cau Kho di lén
buong Nudc Nhi noi trén.

Trong “Gia Pinh vinh” cé cau:

“Trén cay Da Com, né dé ong Gia
gui doi;

Duéi dudng Cau Khac, chi cho tré
con lac loai”
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Hai cau nay day ta hai viéc:

— Mot 1a ngudi xua tanh tinh chat
phac thiy sao ndi vay, khong hiéu nghia
doi ba, thanh y tuc, khong ky cii tiéng
trung am nhu bay gio;

— Hai 1a bdéi qua say mé vdn bién
ngau, moéi cdu déu muodn doéi choi, choi
chii, thanh tht to6i nghia. Pai y nhu hai
cau trén la:

Céau thd nhat nhac “Cay Da Com”
ndy y nhé dén cadnh “Ong Gia” gui doi
trong den dau “Thang Moi chian quy’
hodc van vat, nhé cau “Lao gia bat phu
dai u dao 10” (16i Thay Manh), y mudn
néi hé nudc nha thinh tri thi “6ng gia
khong gui d6i”... (gui doi la mang doi).

Cau nhi néi “Cau Khac” thi tua, tré
con c6 thé lac dudng... (ciu nay theo toi
khong cé ciing dugc).
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j) Gan Dinh Déc Lap

Toa an hién nay va trudng Phap
Chasseloup cii, déu ¢ ngoai thanh lay.
Dinh Ta quan® phu nhan & vong rao
dinh Thong Nhat (dinh Ddc Lap - 1960)
ngay nay.

Xa moé6t d6 thi co “Nha Hoa’, tic la
chén danh cho T4 quan dén thudng hoa
gidi mudn. Nha hat boi, trudng ban na
cling ctia Ta quan, nén Xa tac déu & vung
nay. Xém Lua (dét va ban lua) ciing &
gan day. Con con duong Hong Thap Tu
chay dén S& Nudi Ngua cii thi cd “Xém
Thuan”, “X6m Chau”, “Xom Cu Cai”,

“Chg Cay Vong” thi & 16i nghia dia
do thanh ngay nay én gidp t6i Cau Bong.
Theo 6ng Tran Vian Hoc la 6ng quan

65 Trong vai sach Phap ho viét “Ta quan” la “le Ta kun”
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dang cyu doi Gia Long cd cong vé ra ban
do6 thanh Sai Gon thoi dy (1815) thi Cau
Bong, trudc kia goi la “Cau®® Cao Mién”
sau doi la “Cau Hoa” (Goi lam vay vi day
la “hoa vién Lé T4 quan”)ro6i vi huy tén
mot ba phi tan ctia duc Minh Mang nén
goi “Cau Bong” cho dén ngay nay.

Con trén dudng Trung Vuong, co
mot cdi cau goi la “Cau Xom Kiéu” sau
goi tat “Cau Kiéu”, nay con giti tén y nhu
trudc.

Qua khoi “Cau Kiéu” thi t6i cho Pha
Nhuan, tuc danh xua la “Chg Xa Tai’,
(ma & dudng Cong Ly nay da cdi tang).
Lang Pha Nhuan, theo cu Truong Vinh
Ky, xua sung tic lam, trong lang dém dén
bay muoi hai kiéng chtia, nay dau con?

66 Theo “Monographie de la province de Gia Dinh” thi nam
1833, luc danh véi giac Khoi, 6ng Truong Minh Giang ra
1énh d6t cau Cao Mién.
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k) Qua bén Thi Nghe

Thi gap hai cau: “Cau Son” & ving
dinh Cau Son va “Cau Lau”

Ciing tai Thi Nghe, trudc nha thuong
Duéng lao, c6 mot khodng rudng cong
dién, xua goi la “Tich Dién’, mdi nam
Lé Ta quan déu cd dén khai “lé ha canh”
lam guong cho nong phu bat ddu mua
nam mdéi, ké bén sG “Tich Dién” c6 cai
dén “Than Nong’, nay nha ctia dan cu da
xam nhap mat dau. Theo cu Truong Vinh
Ky, 16i nam 1885, gan rach Thi Nghe do
ra song Sai Gon, cé6 mot miéu thd DPuc
Thanh Khong Phu T, nay ciing khong
truy dung ra & noi nao (trong phan cha
thich “Gia Dinh vinh” c¢6 ghi Van Thanh
Miéu, xua & duong Cau Thi Nghe qua
Cau Son, Cau Lau, khac vong nodng,
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than trén Rach Ba Nghe). Theo nguyén
van cau nay doé ai biét Mi€u Van Thanh
nay ¢ vao dau?

1) Trén duong Cao Thang

Gan Tam Tong Miéu, may ndm vé
trudc con thay mot ngdi mo xay 6 dudc
to 16n, vi chom ra 10 cdi qué nhiéu nén
bi cdi tdng. Hadi ra ddé la ma Huynh Cong
Ly. Cong Ly la quan to cé con gai hau
dic Minh Mang, dugc vua stng ai nén
hay cdy thé y than. Theo cu Truong Vinh
Ky chép lai, Lé Ta quan mac ra chau vua
ngoai Hué, Cong Ly & lai Sai Gon, cé lam
nhiéu diéu ngang doc va dudng nhu cé
xuc pham dén mot c6 hau ctia Ta quan.
Khi vé Quan Lén Thugng hay dugc ca
gian ben tau tu sy lén Minh Mang. Oédng
ua nay cé y binh vuc cha vg nén ha chi
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giai Cong Ly ra Kinh ddng dé bé tha
t0i. Ta quan biét trudc, san cé trong tay
Thuong phuong Kiém dugc quyén “tién
tram hau tau” bén chém dau Huynh Cong
Ly®, sai quan dong thung uép mudi, géi
thti cap vé Kinh, trén nap thung viét may
chii: “Phung Thtia Thanh Chi, xt tram
toi nhan” Minh Mang thay sy da rdi,
trong long cam gian nhung khong lam gi
dugc Lé Cong. Sau Bo chanh Bach Xuan
Nguyén dem chuyén nay ra két tdi khi
quan cho Lé Cong va vu thém nhiéu tdi
16n niia. Vi vay mdéi cé gidc Pho Vé uy
Khoi lam phan, giét Bach Xuan Nguyén,
chiém cu thanh Sai Gon ¢6 tha dugce ba

67 Huynh Cong Ly, sanh tién cay thé “quoc trugng” lam nhiéu
diéu ngang ngugc, chét bi xti tram. Con lai ndm mo, cong vua
xay, tuéng dau ém am, ngd ddu mdy chuc ndm trudc, chinh
mat tdi trong thdy ngudi trong xém 1én an bang cach phong
ué, xt khi béc 1én dém ngay, kip khi mé dudng Cao Thing,
lui cude vo tinh 14t ndm xuong 1én, doi qua quach nho vui
mot noi ndo nay khong biét dugc, tham lam sao! Chang qua
tai long Trdi, tu minh muon khoéi huong ton tai nhu ai nao
dugc.
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nam. Nam 1834, Khoi dau binh roi chét,
binh dinh xong gidc Khoi, Minh Mang
sai phd bo thanh Sai Gon, va ndm 1836
xay lai cai thanh khac nhd hon bang vat
liéu sdn nhu da néi rdi doan trudc.

Thué 4y trong dén gian cd cau hat:
“Bao gid bat dugc gidc Khoi.

Cho yén viéc nudc chong t6i ddng

VeE.

Khoi cé hai phé tuéng giup stc, 1a
ong Hoanh (tu tai) va 6ng Tram. Hai
nguoi dn ¢ ngang tang, ai ai cling sg ho.
Ngay nay, moi khi gdp ngudi qua ngang
nganh, buc tic qua thi ngudi dan Sai
Gon Ba Chiéu thuong noi:

— Cha! B6 n6 la 6ng Hoanh tdi thé
sao ma?
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— May cha d6, dau ciingla 6ng Hoanh
ong Tram chi day!
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PHAN THU NAM

CO TiCH CHUNG QUANH
SAI GON CHQ LON

Trudc ndm 1954, lang miéu ¢ tich
trong Nam dugc Trudng Vién Dong Bac
Co giao phé cho quéan tha Phap cta Vién
Bao Tang Sai Gon chdm nom. Dén nam
1954 thi Phap giao quyén lai cho Vién
Khao c¢6 Viét Nam quan tha. Trao Phap
bo tho khong luu tdm nhiéu t6i ¢d tich
trong Nam, ché khong c6 nhu dén Dé
Thién (Cao Mién) lai khong thuan tay
nhu cac dén chua ngoai Bac (But Thap)
hodc 6 mién Trung (chua Thién Mu). Khi
lam s6 liét ké vao sach muc luc c6 tich,
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ho bd sét rat nhiéu; nay Chinh phu ta
chua chinh don kip, nén c6 nhiéu nguoi
thtia dip mua ré dat thé mo, van dong
xin phép dugc cat nha réi xin bdc ma cai
tang. Néu Chanh phu khong khéo ngén
ngtia kip luc thi chang bao lau nita, chung
quanh Sai Gon tuy cé vé phong quang
hon nhung cac c6 tich sé theo lugi cudc
v0 tinh ctia thg xay nén nha ma lui vao di
vang hét. Nhiéu lang md c6 vé hung vi,
cO thé nén dé lai lam kiéu mau cho khoa
kién trac 1ay do biét dugc cach thuc bat
chi phong t6 kiéu v& thé ky XIX, dau thé
ky XX. Khong khéo ting h¢ va duy tri kip
thdi, thi mién Nam cé tiéng la rat ngheo
vé my thuét va cd tich, sé nghéo nan vé
my thuét va cd tich hon nita, mot phan
16i 1a chua lam s6 tu chinh liét ké va bao
ton co tich dugce chu ddo hon.

buong Cong Ly ndi dai, mé tay mat

Cé tich chung quanh Sai Gon Cho Lén
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khi ta di ti Sai Gon 1én san bay, cich
nay 16i hai muoi lam ndm, c6 mot ngudi
ngoai kiéu mua mot s& dat trén cé mot
ngdi mo lau doi khong cé ai nhin nhan
ca. Pon xin béc méa khong ai ngan tro.
Qua han ky chu dat thué ngudéi pha mo.
Gédp mot mao bang vang, mot sgi day dai
cling bang vang, nut 4o cling bing vang,
lugc giat dau bang d6i moi con nguyén
ven, cling bit bang vang n6t, dem ra cén
thu, can dugc trén moét ky 16 vang rong
(16i301lugng). Bdo don rum lén, chling ay
mdi thay mot ngudi chdu ho ra mét, nho
trang su dem vu ra tdoa phan xu. Toa phu
cho tham bién Phap tinh Gia Dinh diéu
tra. Ong Dufour 13 nguoi ngay théng,
lam phuc trinh tra 16i; viéc lau nam toi
khong con giti dugc nguyén ban, nhé
mai mai co cau nhu vay:

“Nén lap ty ban can ky ludng cac
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mon da tim thay trong m¢. Hay dinh
theo gia thi truong, doi ra bac bang, ky
quy vao kho cung thac s& (caisse des
dépots et consignation) chd linh toa.
Néu ngudi khiéu nai c6 da bang cé
chiing minh mminh la con chau chat
ctia ké bac phudc nam dudi ndim mo kia,
thi cho y 1anh ctia dy vé (da tinh ra tién).
Néu chung ct khong minh bach, khi ay
sé tuy Toa dinh doat. Dau chi di nta,
nhiing trang stic pham tim dugc, nén ky
thac cho Vién Bao Tang s6 tai trién lam
cho ba tanh xem... Vi tanh chat cong
cong nén khong tinh ra bac s tién cong
lam nén moén do6. Chang ta, ngudi Phap,
da mang tiéng nhiéu rang “dén day véi
danh hi¢u ké di cuép nuéc”. Khong nén
vi mot ly do gl ma tu vi, ung h¢ bat chanh
mot “tiéu bbi” “an cudp hang nhi” mugn
danh dai Phap, boc 16t ngudi ban xua!”
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Tiéc thay, Vién Bao tang khong co
phan. Cac bao véat ay vé Vién khong
bao lau, ké gdp chién tranh, 6ng quan
tha Phéap cat kin cac vat trong mot ta
sat kién c6, ché ta 4y xudng gui tai toa
hanh chinh tinh Long Xuyén, tudng vay
la chac, khong de dén nam 1945, mot
nhém nguodi xdm doat ludn ca ta ca bao
vat, Vién Bdo tang mat hét khong con
mon nao.

bay la mét vy thi hai vé pha mo
xua. Hom 4y nham ngay 16 thang 11
nam 1953. nhan danh dai dién quan tha
Phap Vién Béo tang Sai Gon, t6i dén
lang Hoa Hung, vao mot ngd trong hém
chi nhdnh dudng Lé Van Duyét coi cho
nguoi ta béc mot ngdi ma voi vo thua
nhén, dé dat trong cho tan nghiép chu
tién xdy cat nha ctia. Mo nay da bi pha tu
may ngay trudc chi chiia cdi hom chua
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cay ndp, nhiing chi tiét quan trong, mo
bia, lién déi déu khong con nén khong
lam sao r6 dugc chiic phan, phidm tudc
ctia ngudi qua co6. Duy thay chiéc quan
tai bang cay huynh dang ma doan dia vi
nguoi dy khi xua at cing 16n lam, giau c6
lam. GO trai, huynh dang, ngudi minh
thich dong hom ciing phéi. Cd bang
ching noi chiéc quat tre phat gidy dau
trong tay ngudi chét, quat con xoe dugc
nhu mdi, chii con sac sdo vi viét bang
mot chat phan kim khi sdng sdng nhu
chi rd rang dé “Gia Khanh® d¢ ... nién”
thi doan hom choén da dugc trom trem
mot tram nam muci nam roi, thit ra nat
thanh dat den. Xuong con nguyén nhung
tham xi, nhung la thay, trén tran con ro

68 Gia Khanh Hoang dé ciia Man Thanbh, tri vi xti Trung Hoa
ti nam 1796 dén nam 1820. Ngudi chét dem theo quat “Gia
Khanh”, 1dy d6 ma suy ctiu dinh cho nhiing ndm nay, con
chua nga ngi, nién hiéu “Gia Long” chua dugc nhin nhan
chinh thiic. Ma néu vay tai sao khong dung nién hi¢u “Canh
Hung” doi L, kho hiéu vay thay?
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rang mot miéng da ngudi thay 16 chan
16ng nhay nhay nhin con dugc, canh go
mad xuong mau dé dé nhu nhuém mau,
budt mi¢ng anh co lai hdm ay thot ra moét
cau tdi nhé mai: “accident d’auto”. Quén
n6i hom ay cé mot 6ng bac siva mot phd
canh sat trudng dén chung kién vdi toi
vu cai tdng nay. Va trong y anh co lai, vi
chua thay chiéc quat “Gia Khanh” nén
dinh ninh thay ma nam dé chac ctia mot
ngudi mdéi chét gan day vi tai nan xe cg,
0-t6 hiic ma thoi! Ma la that! Nhiing cai
gi cho ta trudng ctiu, thi tré nén tro bui:
vang xi, nat 4o bac, may nat bang pha 1é
bién thanh chai (verre). Trai lai, nhiing
vat ta cho rang mau muc, mau tan ra con
lai rang rang nhu mdi: vo cau an trau,
chiéc chi€u 16t duéi ngudi chét con du
mau nhudm 6 xanh 6 do, tham chi giay
tién vang bac con phan biét d€ nguyén
xap, bén vang bén bac ranh ranh, khong
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hu; trong tay, nhu da noi, cam chiéc
quat “Gia Khanh” géi trong vuéng khan
nhiéu diéu, cdy quat nay xoe dugc luc
trong hom lay ra, dén cdi chot nan quat
ciing chang hé hin gi (duy sau nay cit
dé dén nay, gidy quat kho tré nén gion
khong mo ra dugc niia). Trén bung con
mot goi, gio ra la trau, thudc xia (thanh
tro bui), cau dn, xac con cling chac, mét
ong bac dung voi da hen ri, ca cdic mén
dung trong mot day trau bang gidm cé
théu kim tuyén rang rang, mot khan dé
khac goi hai cay viét 16ng, quan but bang
trac mdi tinh, ngoi but bang l6ng mém
mai, khi lay trong hom ra, udc chiing
lay cham muc viét nhu choi, nhung ra
gio giay lat sau thi long but rét ra khoi
quan. Ngay chd héng, gitia xuong hai
dui, c6 mot chum long ré rét. Rau den,
toc dai déu con nhung sau rau lai nhét
vao mom, khong d€ tu nhién dai che cd,
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nguc? Phong tuc nay xin hdi cac bac lao
thanh. Rdng nhudm den, chting té ngudi
chét 1a ngudi Viét goc gac khong mién
Bac thi mién Trung, dau chit khan quan
tay, a0 mdc nhiéulép chonglén nhau, van
con nguyén xé nghe tén tet. Chiéc lugc
do6i mdi van chua muc, va hai mén nay:
khan, lugc ching to cho ta biét ngudi
qua vang khong c6 pham tudc triéu dinh
(nén khong ddi mao). Dau chi ciing la
mot ngudi phong luu khac gia nén cé
dem theo but long, cdy xia ring bac, cay
moc tai dat vang va bao dung thuoc xia,
thudc hat, diy dung trau an. O ho! Giau
sang mot doi, nam xuong dat nay da gan
mot tram nam muoi nam, thé ma chua
dugc yén thian! Chéu con lau dai at da lui
vé qué cti Bac hodc Trung, con s6t nhiing
dda & lai day, mot nam xuong tan doi
vGi ching sao trong bang tién bac nén
chung da ky tén ban dat, pha cho phu
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phda mod dao cét, cdi tang vé dau mac ke.
Van hom cing that. Ngoai da moc mdc,
dat an xay xay, tudng bs. Cham sau mot
phan tay, cing ran vd cung. Tham chi,
cai may khoan dién, thud nay nao biét
kiéng né thi gi, stic buc sat da né con
nhai nhu banh bt thé ma may khoan
dam khong thiing nap hom! Khoét dugc
16 nao chi dut sau 16 do, chung quanh
van y nguyén. Khoan ca may gi¢ khong
xué dau vao diu, phu pha mé “x6 nho”
nghe ma phat mét! Thét roi, chung chay
ve lay bua thau va duc thép ¢ 16n ra noi
chuyén v6i huynh dang! Nghi ma t¢i cho
ngudi nam do! Sam hom cay danh mdc
tudng chiing du chiu dyng véi thdi gian,
khong de ké thu ngay nay la ddc chau
bat hi€u, mdt tén vo phu tay cam bua
thau duc thép. Khong mot tiéng nao bat
é a, khong mdt ciu kinh an Gi. Nam tro
dé ma cho ngudi ta mo bua 16n vao nap
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vao dau. Nha chuc trach cting bat luc, vo
phuong ctiu cap, muc kién cho dam phu
pha mo dang than luc nén bua thau vao
dau duc, bua nao bua nay nhang nhu bua
Thién L6i. Hom md toang ra, ching hot
lay hot dé, ti hom huynh dang chuyén
c6t qua mot cai quach nho bang céy tap
dau. Chiéc hom quy huynh dang méi lau
lau phu phd mo thtia huéng, ban manh
ban mun cho phudng di doan dem vé
lam ghé xay, ban cau co. Quach dau, vai
dda dem vui mot chd vo danh, chd ngay
khong muc nat tu nhién, thi dén nam cai
tang nhuong chd cho 16p khac. Chung
quy c6 mé do vat ky thac cho Vién Bao
tang con luu lai hau thé, ky du tré vé tro
bui. Néu chianh phu khong sém thao
diéu 1é bao vé cac cd tich, lang ci, mo
Xua, cam mua ban dit thé mo, liét ké
cac ng6i ma bang 6 dudc, voi da tai Viét
Nam thi chang bao lau ntta chung quanh
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Sai Gon, Gia Pinh, Chg Lén khong con
sot lai mot cai nao khoi bi lugi cudc phu
pha mo dua vé di vang.

Ngay trudc dat rong, dan gian tin
ngudng, s¢ chtia, miéu, m¢ phan. Ngay
nay dat chat, su tin tuéng than thanh, quy
ma da bét, nhat la nhiing dat cé chon ma
thudng ban ré tién, miéng nao con sot lai
trong do6 thanh khong chay thi kip ciing
c6 ngudi mua, déi mo xay cat dinh thu,
lau dai, it 1au ngudi c6 cuu ciing khong
lam sao nhé noi.

Dai lugc cac c6 tich con sot lai va
ngay nay con thay la:

— Lang Thuong Cong Lé Van Duyét
tai chg Ba Chiéu. Ta quan ti tran 1832,
nam 1835 mo bi san bing phang, nim
mo bi xiéng 10i t6i sat. Nam 1848, vua Ty
Dic tha tdi truyén xay lai nhu ct. Nam
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1868, T4 quan dugc truy phuc “Vong cac
cong than, chuéng Ta quan Binh Tay
Tuéng quan Quén Cong” va dugc vao
“Miéu Trung Hung Cong Than”

— Lang Pho ma Hau quéan Vo6 Tanh,
mo chdanh tai Binh Dinh, day la m¢ chon
hinh nhan bang sap, vi ngudi tu thiéu
trén gian hda, khong con thay thi. Mat
ndm Tan Dau, ngay hai muoci bay thang
ndm nam 1801. lang nam trong vung dat
quan sy, vao ctia phai xin phép trudc.
Xua tuy khong vé nguy nga nhung trang
nghiém. Nay tiéu diéu lanh 1éo. Trudc
ndm 1942 con sot lai bon cay dai tho
ding tu tru bon gbéc ling, la bén cay
thong do Gia Long sac chi day trong.
Moi cay 16n ca 0m, da tr6 da quy nut luc
ling trong rat ngé. Binh Nhat chiém Sai
Gon, duc thong lay tong huong lam chét
kho bon céy c6 thy, nay con sot mot géc
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kho ding sting sung, canh tang thuong
cang lam thém dau long ngudi hiéu co.

- Liang Long Van hau Truong Tan
Btiu, dudng Truong Tan Buiu. Mat nam
Minh Mang thu 8, ngay 2 thang 8 ndm
1827. vi ngudi quan thu khong cd 6c
thdm my, stia chiia miéu kiéu ngoai lai,
moé phan trét xi mang, son voi 16 lang
trong xOn mat.

— Lang Binh Giang B4 V6 Di Nguy tai
Pha Nhuan, trong hém moét con dudng
mang tén ctia Ong nhung con chdu da
ban dat chung quanh ldng, con chiia noi
phan mo, ké bén cé6 mot chudng heo do
ban va mot ngdi mi€u thd khong dang
danh 1a mi€u tho. bat la dat cta Vua,
con chdu cong than an hoa lgi. Nay tré
nén dat cia Nha nudc, tai sao ban quan
tha khong xin tht tiéu t6 mua ban dat
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bat hgp phép® (Binh Giang Quén cong
tu tran tai Thi Nai nam 1801).

—Lang Ba ba Loc (Euvéque d’Adran),
thuodng goi “Lang Cha C&” & Tan Son
Nhat, dudng lén san bay. Mat nam 1799,
chon vao dém. Dam tang ntia theo phép
dao Thién Chua, ntia theo 1€ tuc Nam, té
trong thé, bai ai diéu viét trén lya vang,
nay con dé danh tai ho Sai Gon.

— Sau Lang Cha Ca 1a mé phan chung
cac vi muc su ké tiép mat tai day. Trong
sO, cO mo cha R. P. Liot, l1a bi thu cta
buc linh muc dAdran. - Lang Lé Vén
Phong, sanh tién tang “ong Ta Dinh” la
em cta Lé Ta quan. Mat trudc Ta quan
nén mo phan kién ¢6 hung vi béi do Ta
quan ding trong nom xay cat. Chung

toi méi tim dugc trudc & trong hoa vién
69 vé€ sau nho khéo diéu dinh, héi Phu Trung mua lai phan
dat c6 ngdi mo va dén tha, dién tich 709 m2, (t6 doan mai lap
ngay 26/9/1953, Me Bérenger)
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nha 6ng quan ly Dong Phap Ngan hang,
sau vi d6i cht nén mét tich. Trudc & vé
phia hitu duéng Mac Mahon néi dai, nay
¢ v€ phia hitu dudng Ngo6 Dinh Khéi (?),
khuat trong xa, phai c6 tim mdi ra moi.

— Lang Nguyén Van Hoc, trudc kia
Phap goi “tombeu du Maréchal Nguyén
Vian Hoc”. Nay truy ra khong c6 cong
than nao triéu Nguyén cé tén ho nhu viy.
C6 ching la 6ng Tran Van Hoc,tac giad
btc dia d6 tinh Gia Dinh hoa nam 18157
Ngay trudc ngo6i mo Nguyén Vian Hoc &
cho khac, cht dat xin doi nén tham bién
sai g& ra tting khoi nguyén dem vé rap lai
trong hoa vién gan toa hanh chinh nhu
hién nay ta thdy. Nam cai tdng, 1939, lay
dugc do trang stic phdm bang vang, mao,
dai cia nhat phdm dai than, vé sau ong
quan tha Phap doi gidu & Long Xuyén bi
cuép chung mot s6 ki€p v6i nhiing do
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vang dao dugc tai dudng Cong Ly da noi
G doan trudc.

— Lang quy toc ho HO, hoang thai
hau, vg vua Minh Mang, me vua Thiéu
Tri tai lang Linh Chiéu Tay (Tha Dic).
Lang nay con tot, tuy c6 vé diu hiu. Trong
st ngay xua, vua Ty Duc sai 6ng Phan
Thanh Gidn sang Phdp ndi chuyén dem
tién chudc dat ba tinh Mién Dong ciing
vi nhiing ng6éi m¢ nay mot phan nao.

— Lang 6ng Nhiéu Loc, cach kién
trac khdc hon nhiing ling da thay, hinh
vuong van nhu ngoi nha viing chac. Ling
nay trudc kia Truong Vién Dong Bac c6
chua liét ké, may thoi nay lot trong sé
nha dat thudc san bay Tan Son Nhat,
tai dudng Chi Lang (?), giia khoang Vo
Di Nguy (?) va Ng6 Dinh Khéi (7). Mot
ngo6i mo xua nhé hon mo Nhiéu Loc, vi
& gie ra ngoai dudng Chi Lang, nén da
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bi phd, khong biét khi cai tang c6 gap
moén do gi ¢ gia tri co tich chdng, vi lac
sau nay, Ty Vé sinh D6 thanh, méi khi
cai tang, khong nhu trudc, mai dai dién
Vién Khao c6 tham du.

— bat m¢ phan dong ho Truong
Minh, tai Go Vap, dén day hoi tham
nhiéu ngudi biét. Phu thé ct kj, keo
trinh moi leo ca day. Dic biét noi day
con giti dugc trén trdm bai vi tién nhan
trong dong ho. Con sét vai mon tu khi,
ban tho, hoanh phi, lién d6i nguyén xua
ctia nha 6ng Thé Tai Truong Minh Ky,
mot hoc gid dong thaoi ong Si Tai Truong
Vinh Ky. M6 ma cé cdi xua nhat 1a cta
ong ba Truong Minh Giang thi xay bang
vOi tron 6 dudc theo kiéu thé ky XIX, co6
riéng mot ng6éi mo num tron kiéu khac
la chua tung thay, dén nhu ngéi m¢ cta
ong Truong Minh Ky cat dau 16i thé ky
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XIX da “lai Tay”, c6 ndc bat bong thach
cao kiéu bat chudc cdc mo ma dao Thién
Chua, xudng moét bac nita, dén chau con
6ng Thé Téi thi c¢é cdi ngd hin vé dao
Thién Chaa, dau nim dét ciing khac mé
bia Viét ngti, tén ho kém theo tén thanh
thém ddt anh chup l6ng ki€éng chan dung
nguoi qua vang. Di xem dat phan md ho
Truong Minh, biét dugc kiéu mé ma ba
thé hé: thé ky XIX, dau thé ky XX va thé
ky XX.
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11. Chua Chién

Vé ¢4 tich trong Nam, cac chua chién
chiém mot dia vi kha quan trong. Xét ra
ngudi Mién thud gio cé tuc hoa tdng nén
mé ma c6 tich Mién trén dat Sai Gon
khong thdy cai nao. Nhiing chua Mién
xua chi sot lai may cai nén dat dung qua
vi¢c khac. Duong Truong Minh Gidng
nay c6 dung mot ng6i chua thi van méi
qua, chua dang liét ké vao s6 co tich. Chi
cd nguoi Viét, ngudi Tau, dong van hoa,
dong tin ngudng, cho nén khi di dén dau
xu la dat méi thuong ua dau tién dau von
hun nhau lap chtia miéu cung chung thé
phugng (khong ké cac chua déc tinh cta
moi dan tdc hodc cac am, that nho, riéng
biét cta vai phdi, nhom dia phuong).
Nay di€u tra ky thi chua c6 cdi nao co
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trudc nam 1698, ttic déu sau cudc Nam
tién ma thoi.

Theo chung t6i dugc biét, thi c6 ba
chtia sau day dang goi tiéu biéu cho ba
tin ngudng:

— Mot ngdi chua the Phat, c6 nhit
trong vung la chuia Giac Lam, do ngudi
Minh Huong, Ly Thoai Long, quyén tién
xay nam Giap Ty (1744), nay van con
nghiém tdc viing chac & trén Phu Tho.

— Mot ngodi chuia khdc, lién hé rat
nhiéu dén lich st la chtia Minh Huong
Gia Thanh, l1ap ndm Ky Dau (1789) do
di thdn Minh mat va con chiau Minh
Huong, dung trong Chg Lén (Sai Gon
thoi do), dé di dudng tinh than yéu c6
quoc, mén qué huong, chia nay dén nay
khéi huong khong dut, dugc tiéng khéo
tu bo, khéo san soc nhiit trong vung.
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Quang canh dudng Catinat (Ty Do /
Pong Khoi) trude nha hang Phap “Con-
tinenta” vai muoi nam trugc nam dao
chdnh 1945 chon do hoi thé hé Tay.

Quang canh dudng Catinat
tti nha tho Diic Ba téi bén Bach Dang
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— Con mot ngdi chua thi ba cta phai
Nho Hoc, quan trong khong nho doéi véi
lich sti dat Sai Gon, tiéu biéu cho long
trung cang ai quoc, tao lap ti ngay ngudi
Minh dyng nén pho Bé Ngan. Qua nam
Canh Thin (1820), chua dugc xay cat lai
mdi va trai bao bi€n cd, con sting sting
lau lau nhu ngay nay ta thay, d6 la That
Pht Quan Vo Miéu. Nay xét ky lai, méi
r6 day la cb tich gin nhu duy nhat dé
chi trung tam diém ctia pho Sai Gon cua
nguoi Tau ngay xua.
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Quang canh chg Bén Thanh vai chuc
nam trudc nam 1945 chd d6 hoi thé hé
hién tai

Néu c6 thé vi 6ng ba ta xua kia vao 16i
cudi thé ky XVIII va ng6t hon moét thé ky
tiép do ngay tu ngay tét, hanh dién nhtit
1a dugc 1é got giay ma mi (d€ két bang
16ng duoi ngua), dao pho Quang Tong
Cai (Quang Dong Nhai hay rue de Can-
ton), qua doi chu béc ta lai thich chiéu
chiéu tha xich phé [bi xich phé: di tho théi, khoan
thai (Pai Nam Quéc Am ty vi)] dudng Catinat,
giay “dn phon” (fabriqué en France) nén
via dudng nghe cOp cop, qua dén dan em
ta va ta ngay nay lai ghién thu chen lan
nhon nhip nam thanh ni ta Chg Bén
Thanh, r6 rang trai qua ba thoi dai, Sai
Gon & ba diém khac nhau, va pho Triéu
Quanh Phuc ngay nay, bat tti chtia Quan
bé chay dai tan mé song, qua la dia diém

Cé tich chung quanh Sai Gon Cho Lén



336 | Vwong Hong Sén

dat c6 Sai Gon, rat dang dugc liét ké vao
s6 c0 tich vanén ting ho cho dén ky cling,
khong nén vi ly do nao, cho phép v& pha
stia doi xay cat lai mdi, lam mat dau vét
“lich sti” ctia n6. Trong céc c6 tich thudc
duong Triéu Quang Phuc, dang dé€ y
nhut 1a That Pha Quan V6 Miéu, nhu da
noi, trong chua cd lén cot tugng tho Duc
Quan CoOng, thdi tt Quan Binh, va ké bé
toi trung tin 1a Chau Thuong cung ngua
Xich Thé. Via dic Quan D€ vao ngay
mudi ba thang Giéng am lich. Khdo ra,
chtia c6 trudc thé ky tha XIX, nhung dén
ndm 1819-1820 méi xay cat kién c6 cho
dén ngay nay, tuy bi bo bé, nhung van
con viing chac va hung vi lam. Néu néi
nay chua lam vao canh nhang tan khoi
lanh thi qua dang, nhung nén trach ban
quan tri hién thoi vi qua ham lgi va qua
xu mi phe duy vat, danh dung san bén
hong chua xay cat pho lau cho mudn,
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tuy c6 thém hué 1gi nhung mat sy tinh
khiét chung quanh ché tho phuong, lai
cho phép trudc mit tién chtia dung mot
rap ciné, ngay ngay dién tudng cup lac
dam 6, dang diém, tham chi trong chua,
gitia chanh di¢n, lai phan chia phong
nhé phong 16n, 16p day hoc, cho bay ghé
bd lam noi dn ngt cua bon ban xdm ban
nhang deén, xtic pham dén thé la cung,
nguoi c6 Nho phong 1€ gido dén day
khong khdi dong long trac an. Pa biét
& dau ciing ¢6 ti€u nhon, quén tl, cling
khong nén c6 chap lam gi, nhung khong
néi né lam sao ay! (Ngay mong nam
thang sau d. 1. mdéi day, chung t6i c6 dip
trd lai viéng chua, thay con thuong tam
hon nita. Ngudi ta duong khiéng cay van
bay btia bai trudc chanh dién, cacl6p day
hoc va nhiing phong tu hoi caa uy ban
ndy no da lan sat ban thdg, dic Quan bé
chi con mot chd ngoi hét stic chat hep,
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tugng cot thi 10t mang bao ma mién ra,
dinh chting muén t6 lai méi; nhung néu
da hét tin tudng thi tha dé vay c6 phan
cO0 kinh hon, - mot bai minh dé “Pao
Quang dé thit nién” (1827), ké lai cong
dtc Quan D€ khac trén gb ma vang tuyét
my thi bi bé ra ngoai san dya vach, mdc
ddu mua gid, mdc dau muc hu, thdam nao
nhit 1a may tdm c6 bia da khac danh
sach cdc nha tu thién xua da hy cung
bao nhiéu vao cong cudc xay dung chua,
trong sO bia an nhan ay cé mdt thach bia
chii 16n néu r6 ba D6 Thi, phu nhon Ta
Quan Lé Vdn Duyét, cung hai tram quan
tién thoi dé (nam 1819) va mot bia da
khac ké ré bay phu la nhiing pht nao,
toan 1a bia c6 tich, lién quan nhiéu dén
lich st Sai Gon, nhiing bia 4y cling tranh
khong khoi su phd hoai vo ly, tam thi
bi trét ho, tam lai boi voi hoac mat chi
hodclem ludc chii khong doc dugc. Thiét

Phdn thir ndm



Sai Gon ndm xwa | 339

tudng dot nat thi con tha thi, nhung néu
dé 1a su ¢ y xuc pham cua ngudi hitu
hoc, thi dén thé la cing! Mot dan toc céd
tiéng 1a vdn minh, néu mudn dugc ngudi
khéc ton trong, thi trudc phai biét trong
minh va ton kinh nhiing c6t tugng than
phat cta minh thd phugng xua nay véi
chg! Day la mot cau hoi ctia mot ngudi
bdy lau hiang lay guong Quan DE€ lam
muc thude xti thé, xin géi véi bao 1€ kinh
va chi thanh 1én cdc byc dan anh Trung
Hoa, néu ¢ vi nao doc bai nay, vui long
cho biét ton y dé hoc hoi thém. Hoi: Vi
sao cling xua cac ngudi Tau day khap noi
thd cung Quan Vo Dé€ rdi ngay nay ciing
nguoi Tau lam guong nguoi lanh dén thé
nay? Néu cac dng khong cé tin ngudng
ntia thi xin giao ngoi chua lai cho chung
toi gin git lam c6 tich nhu thé con cé
nghia hon.
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— Cach chua Quan bé mot tAm vach,
cO chua “Tam Hé6i Miéu” ths ba Chua
Thai Sanh, coi v€ sinh dé. Noi day nhiing
nguodi dan ba hiém con thudng dén cau
nguyén vé dudng tu tic. Chua lap ndm
1839 goi tit la “Pho Miéu” (Miéu Ba).
Tuong truyén trong chtia c6 tho bai vi
mot vi Pho ma, con trai 6ng Trinh Hoai
Duc.

~ O xtm xit goc Triéu Quang Phuc
va Nguyén Trai c6 dén ba chua, con céi
thu ba, cling goi “Pho Mi€u” hodc “Chua
Ba” nhung day thd ba Thién Hau Thanh
Mau. Day la mot ngdi chtia ¢o tiéng la
xua nhut, giau nht, khéo nhut, va ciing
gioi bao ton nhtt trong ving. Via ba la
ngay hai muoi thang ba am lich, nhung
chtia vao 1€ tli ngay muoi tam dén ngay
hai muoci ba méi dut, va ngudi dan chat
phéc xt Chg Lén van dinh ninh khi nao
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1€ cing Ba xong thi khi &y md&i bat dau c6
mua dau mua. Chua nay trén noc c6 gan
sanh rat khéo, ta lai cudc vui doi xua.
Hai bén chua, ttt ndm 1825-1830, da c6
tru s& Bang Quang Dong, nhung ngay
nay ta thay hai toa lau kién co, mot bén
la trudng hoc, mot bén la tru s& lién lac
ctia ngudi bang Quang Dong, lay hiéu la
“Hué Thanh Hoi Quan”.

Nay truy ra mdéi biét xom ba Chua
ndy dich thi la trung tdm diém cua xém
“Dé Ngan” va noi xua kia trong sach goi
“Sai Gon” thi chinh 1a noi day:

“Cach huyén Binh Duong mudi hai
ddm, & phia ta va phia httu dudng quan
16. Noi chg c6 dudng thong ra ti phia
di lién lac nhu hinh cha “dién”, nha cta
phd x4 lién tiép thém mai cling nhau,
ngudi Han ngudi Thé & chung lon dai
do ba dam, du ca hang hoa tram thuc, 6
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bén sdng nam va bac khong thi€éu mén
gi, dau phia bac duong l6n c6 dén Quan
Cong, quan Tam Hoi, xdy cat doi nhau
phia ta va phia httu. Phia tay dudng 16n
c6 chuia Thién Hau, ghé tay c6 On Ling
Hoi Quén. Dau phia nam dudng l6n vé
huéng tay c6 Chuong Chau Héi Quan
(ctia bang Phuc Kién). Pham gdp giai
tiét luong than va ngay tam nguyén, soc
vong thi treo dén dat an dé diu xao, anh
sang ruc r6 hinh nhu cay lia cau sao vay,
lai danh tréng thoi kén huyén nao, con
trai con gai kéo dén tap nap, thanh mdt
thi pho do6 hoi ndo nhiét.

“Trong mot dudng l6n cd giéng xua
nudéc ngot bon mua day ludén khong kiét.
buong ngang cé khe nhd gic cau van
16n, hai bén ph6 ngoi cat ding & trén,
treo giang man trudng d€ che mat troi,
di trén dudng mat mé nhu di dusi mai
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nha cao 16n vay. Phia dong dudng 16n co
chg Binh An, cé du nhiing thé san quy
bau & nui & bién va & thon da, ban dém
cling thap dén mua ban. Ngay nay da
thua thét khong bang nhu xua”

(Pai Nam Nhat Thong Chi, Luc Tinh
Nam Viét, ban dich Nguyén Tao, tép 2,
truong 74).

Céan cu theo tai liéu trén thi qua
trung tdm diém cua thi trdn xua kia
goi “Dé Ngan’, tic la phd Sai Gon cta
nguoi Tau doi xua, dich thila & ngay noi
x6m Ba Chtia ndy roi. Bang c6 la nhiing
chtia ndy con giti y cho cli, mac dau ngay
nay trung tam cho6 budn ban da doi qua
dia diém khac, nhung chén cii van con
nhiéu hiéu buén khach d6 so, c6 cai lau
doi dén hon tram nam roi.

Xét ra nguoi Tau thud dau qua day,

Cé tich chung quanh Sai Gon Cho Lén



344 | Vwong Hong Sén

lac ay chua c6 thuoc tri binh hiéu ng-
hiém nhu ngay nay, nén ho tin nhiéu &
su phu ho cta than thanh, dau dau déu
c6 miéu thd dic Quan Dé va ba Thién
Hau. Vé chua Ba, con mot ngdi chua rat
xua nita ¢ goc duong Lé Van Duyét va
Hong Théap Ty. Nay thay nén chua thap
1é¢ dé dudi via dudng ma doan chiing
chua nay tao lap tli xua luc ay d6 thanh
con dm thép chua cao rdo nhu ngay nay.

— Mot chuaba Thién Hau nia thi & tai
mé song Chg Ciu Ong Lanh. Xua ngudi
Tau kinh nhau lap chua miéu, mdi bang
c6 moi chua riéng. Va nghe dau chua Ba
Chg Cau Ong Lanh 1a ctia nhém ngudi
Phudc Kién.

Sau day la su tich cua ba Mi Chau,
thuoc B6 Duong (Phudc Kién).

Ngay sanh: 23 thidng 3 nam Gidp
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Than (1044), doi vua Tong Nhan Tong.
Tam tudbi biét doc, mudi mot tudi tu Phat
gido. Mudi ba tudi, tho lanh thién tho:
than Vo Y xudng cho mot bo “Nguyén vi
bi quyét” va ba tim dugc dudi giéng lan
mot xap c6 thu khac. Ba coi theo d6 ma
luyén tép roi dac dao.

Chatén Lam Tich Khanh ngo6i thuyén
cung hai trai, anh ctia Ba, chd muoi diban
tinh Giang Tay, gitia dudng thuyén lam
bao 16n... Ca ba cung té, lan hup chéi
vGi... Cung mdt ngay gio do, trong luc
tran bao dién ra ngoai khoi, thi ba dang
ngoi dét vai bén canh me. Ba ngoi khung
cti, bong nham mat lai, nghién hai ham
rang, hai tay dua téi trudc dudng nhu
tri niu mot vat gi nang lam. Me ngdi gan
thoat thay cu chi la lung lam vay, phat sg,
goi ba. Ba khong u hii. Me cang sg thém,
dén gan Ba nam hai vai viia lac chuyén
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vuia la I6n: “Sao vay con? Tra 16i di con!
No6i mau kéo me sg lam” Ba mdé mat, u
mot tiéng dai nhu via tinh gidc chiém
bao, bong oa 1én khoc: “Me 6i! Thoi rdi,
cha mac nan to, thuyén bi bao chim, nay
con khong ctiu cha dugc cling vi me mot
hai truc con vé. Au ching qua ciing tai s6
trgi!” Roi ba thuat tu sy. Khi ban nay Ba
lam nhu vay 1a Ba dang mot tay nam anh
cd, mot tay kéo anh thu, vi cd hai dang
chéi v6i dudi ngon ba dao. Gitia luc boi
r6i lam vay bong Ba thay cha dang lan
hup duéi thay triéu va sap bi nudc cuén
troi... nén Ba viia dung rang can dugc
chéo 4o cua cha, Ba sap ctu dugc cé ba
thoat nan dit, ké nghe me kéu giut doi
mot hai lay goi ép Ba trd 161, Ba vua hé
moi thi song cuon cha mat dang. Nén Ba
chi ctiu dugc hai anh khéi nan va cho
cac ngudi ay vé sé rd6 am hao. Qua dung
nhu 161, cach it hdm sau, hai anh vé ta lai
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canh cha chét, qua y nhu 16i Ba da thuat
cach may ngay trudc.

Tl dé tin don truyén ra, xa gan déu
biét va moi khi ngoai bién thuyén be bi
dam, goi vai dén Ba la tai qua nan khoi.
V€ sau, dan gian qua nguéng m¢ danh
Ba, moi khi c6 nguy hiém tai nan déu
van vai Ba, nhtt 1a nhting khach thuong
cGi thuyén vugt bién.

Nam Canh Dan (1110) nién hiéu Dai
Quan, nha Téng sac phong Ba: “Thién
Héu Thanh Mau”. Lé cing 23 thang 3 moi
nam; va tai Chg Lén, c6 chung ¢ Bay
Bang rat 16n, c6 mua réng hat boi Tau
va ta, bong den két tui, bong hinh nhon
“Kim Dong, Ngoc Ni” bing tré con rét
khéo. Tl ngay duy tan, b6t nhiing xa xi
ay, bao nhiéu hoa 1gi chtia Ba mdi nam
trén soO triéu, déu dung vao viéc nghia:
giup dudng duong, trudng hoc, v.v...
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Nhung ban tri sy Chtuia Ba sang suot nén
khong theo guong bén Quan Vo Miéu,
van thd phugng ton kinh va chd chanh
dién van git y nhu ct. Hay la cac nguoi
Trung Hoa, mdc dau theo mdi, néu cé
triét d€ “duy vat” 1a bén chua 6ng, con
bén chua Ba van kiéng né va nham mat
dé€ cho dan ba di chtia 1€ than va cting vai
thé cho minh.

Trong chua Ba Thién Hau Chg Lén
con vai co vat, co tich: mot dai dong chung
dé “Pao Quang nam thd 10” tic lam vao
nam 1830. Mot bo Iu Phap lam (cloi-
sonne’) vi dai, cling dé mdt nién hiéu ay.
Mot tuéng linh cta tuéng d'Aries ky tén
cam cac binh si Tay va Y Pha Nho (Tay
Ban Nha) pha phach trong chua ciing dé
ngay 16i ndm 1859 hodc 1860, tiéc thay
nguoi trong chuia khong biét giti gin ky
ludng, nén chii da phai md khong doc
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dugc. Chua ngay nay nhu ta thay, toan
xay bang vat liéu bén Tau dem qua, tu
vién gach, tdm ngoi, dén nhiing d6 gom
gan trén mai noc déu do thuyén budém
chd sang day, dén cach thuc phong to6
cling giti y thé thtic Tau, gach x4y lién mi
khong t6 ho, dém ré tling tdm mot, lan
ho thang duong thang 16i khit rit va ngay
bon nhu vé, thiét la rat khéo va tudng
chting thg kim thoi khé lam sac sdo
hon dugc nita. Truy ra chlia nay trung
tu nam 1860 (Ham Phong nam thu 10).
Ngay nay ding sdn chua ngam lén cac
canh chung trén néc bang d6 gobm nung
bén Tau la biét dugc nhiing phong tuc
Trung Hoa c0 thoi, thud vua chta con tri
vi: da vo dai, thi dau vinh quy, cong chua
tuyén pho ma, v.v... nhiing vat nay dang
dugc liét ké vao so6 co tich vay.
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Nay ti€p tuc dao xem céac chuia khac
thi gap:

— budng Dong Khanh, mot chua cta
nguoi Hai Nam, hiéu dé “Quynh Phu
Hoi Quan” con trang nghiém va khéo
gin giti, cé trat tu lam. Trong chlia con
mot chung d6ng 16n dé “Quang Tu At
Hoi” (1875).

— Pudng Nguyén Trai, c6 mot chua
cua ngudi Phudc Kién, hiéu dé: “Ha
Chuong Ho¢i quan”. Chua nay do so va
khéo nhut thoi xua, cho nén ngay nay
ngudi c6 cyu Chg Lén con quen dung
danh ti “l6n bang chtia 6ng Hugc”, vi
thdi trude chi cd chua nay la nguy nga
nhtt. Quén néi “Hugc” 1a tén n6m na cta
“Ha Chuong Hoi Quan”. Ngay 6 thang 6
nam 1960, ching t6i c6 dén viéng chua,
nhon dip hoi lai lich va nguyén do chii
“Hugc” thi chinh 6ng ti git chua cling
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ap ung tra 16i khong sudn sé. Chung toi
héi “Phudc Kién” c6 bay phu la nhiing
pht nao thi dng ké khong da s6. Dén
chit “Hugc”, theo y 6ng 1a do chii “Hap”
(Hiép), ttic y néi chua lap ra do sy thong
nhtit ctia cac phu tinh Phudéc Kién hap
lai”. Cat nghia lam vay ching t6i tudng
chua thong dau. Ké d6 chung toi dén hoi
mot hoc gid ham choi do6 ¢6, goc ngudi
Phuéc Kién & dudng Pham Ngi Lao thi
ong khong tra 16i dugc. Riéng chung
toi dugc biét, co phai ching “Hugc” do
“Hoc” ttic “Phudc” hay “Phuc” doc giong
Phuéc Kién? Chung tdi nay xin chép ra
day dé cho ngudi cao hoc phu chinh.

Tiéng ring “Chua Ong Hugc
nhung chanh dién thé ba Thién Hau.
Trong chtia c6 mot chudng l6n dé “Dong
Tri, Mau Thin nién” (1868). Tai chua c6
bon cay cdt dd, nguyén khoi, rat 16n va
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khéo v6 song. Cham réng van ct, vay
vi, nanh méng ndi ra, téc rau cham long
tuyét my, ti€c thay, may nam tao loan da
bi stit mé va gay roi mat doi cho, that 1a
rat uong. Khéo nhtit1a hinh “bat tién qua
hai” cham dting trén thuy ba, trén may
va trén vi rong, nét cham than tinh dén
tudng nét vé trén gidy ciing khong khéo
hon. Nghe ndi xua chtia ¢6 sdu cay cot
nhung da bi chanh pht théi d6 “mugn
khong trd” hét hai cay roi!

Ngoai ctia chuia, doi Dong Tri nam
Mau Thin (1868), Trang Nguyén Lam
Hong Nién ngudi Phudc Chau, co géi
cung hai cau lién khac vao da, nay con
ranh ranh:

“Ha thai anh Nam thién, van triéu tu

hoa chi khanh.

“Chuong luu thong trach dia, linh
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khai phu httu chi truéng.”

- Duong Lio T, c6 “On Ling Hoi
Quan” ctia ngudi Phuéc Kién, tho Ba
Thién Hau. Vi tru tri chua nay cho biét
rang “On Ling” 1a mot danh dia pht
Tuyén Chau. Ngoai ctia chua c6 cham
vao da hai ciu lién do Trang Nguyén cap
dé Ngo Lo cung ndm Tan Stiu (1901) doi
Quang Tu:

“On nhu trudc chi nhon, chanh dao
dung dan nguyén Khong Dich;

“Lang nhac dong trang trong, mau
nghi hinh nga canh v6 phuong”.

Trong chuia con mot chuéng 16n dé
“Dao Quang At Dau nién” tiic ndm 1825
(nam thu sdu ctia vua Minh Mang).

Khi ti ta ra vé, hoa thugng dua ra
ctia, day thém cho biét rang: “Dé tudng
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niém Chau Nguon Chuong, thay t6 nha
Minh, nén chua thudéng dung mau doé
(chau, chu) son cOt va trinh, con trén
ngach ctia, c6 cham hai mat 16i ra, tugng
trung “Nhut”, “Nguyét’, hai chii ay rap lai
tic “Minh” vay.

- Duong Ben Nam Ngon, goc Khong
Tt va Phung Hung, con mot ngdi chua
Phudc Kién niia, dé “Nhi Pha Hoi quan”.
Nhi phu la Chuong Chéau phu va Tuyén
Chau pht nhap lai. Chua nay ldp nam
1835, thd “Ong Bén™

Nguyén d&i Vinh Lac (1403-1424), vua
cd sai Ong thai gidam Trinh Hoa (sach
Phép am: Cheng Ho), ¢6i thuyén budém
dao khap cac nudc mién Doéng Nam
A ban b6 vin hoéa Trung Hoa, va luon
dip mua vé cho hoang d€ Minh Triéu
nhiing ky tran di bitu An D¢, Xiém La,
Mién Dién, Cao Mién, Viét Nam, Chiém
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Thanh, Tan Gia Ba, Cha Va, Nam Duong
Quan Dbao, v.v... Trinh Hoa td ra vua
nha thdm hiém, du lich, khdo ctu dia
du, ngoai giao, ngén ngti hoc, mo6i moi
déu tai tinh. Di dén dau, 6ng thi nhan
bo dtc, va dua ngudi Tau dén lap nghiép
dén do, hoac cho nao c6 ngudi Trung
Hoa & san thi ong chinh don sap dat
cho c6 thém trat ty, v.v..., sau nay Ong
mat, ddn ngoai kiéu cam duc sau, tho
lam phuc than, vua sac phong “Tam Biiu
Cong’, cling goi “Bon DBau Cong” (doc
giong Tau la Ban Thau Cang) goi tat la
“Ong B6n” [Theo bai “Chiéc banh u”
ctia Binh Nguyén Loc ding trong KHOI
HANH - Tuin bdo vin hoc nghé thuat
ra ngay thi nam s6 111, ngay 01-7-1971
c6 doan: ...Nhung cac chu rat khéo, cac
chii réu rao ring “Ong Bon” khong phai
la Ma Vién ma la 6ng Hoa, mdt nha tham
hiém va mot st gid Tau 6 Dong Nam A.
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Loi nguy trang ay, thé ma lai dugc ca dai
da s6 tri thtic ta tin theo. Nhung nha su
Trung Hoa Thich Pai San, c6 van cho
Chda Nguyén Phuc Chéu, da xac nhan
rang Bon Dau Codng la Ma Vién, vi bén
trong cac dén tho dng Bon cd bai vi dé rd
rang rang Bon Dau Cong la Ma Phuc Ba
tudng quan, ngudi da giét hai ba Trung.
_ Ban Tuyén doc Thu vién Tiéu Lun phu
chu. Truyén “Chiéc banh 4" dang trén
TVTL ngay 24/04/2024.]

- Pudng Nguyén Trai di mot doan
khoi duong Tong P6c Phuong, gap chua
Lé Chau. Day la “chua T6’, tho t6 su cua
nhém thg va chti 16 kim hoan; sau nhting
ngudi Hoa Kiéu dong nghé cling nhap
vGi dong nghiép Viét Nam, nén moi ndm
cung t6 long trong va oai nghi lam.

— Pudng Dong Khanh ngang bot
Quén Tu, nay do6i lam bdét Quan Nam,
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la chuia “Minh Huong Gia Thanh”. Chua
ndy c6 nhtt trong vung, tao lap ti ndm
Ky Dau (1789) d6i Canh Hung, nho ban
quan tri sang sudt nén gin giti dugc vé
ton nghiém xua... Trai bao bién déi,
chtia con giti dugc but tich, lién déi do
tay Trinh Hoai Puc viét, va cac dao sac
chi vua ban dd¢i trudc. Trong chua thé
cac di than Dai Minh va con chdu, phan
nhiéu la nhitng ngudi Minh Huong danh
tiéng, diing dau c6 Tran Thang Tai. Sau
thém bai vi cdc 6ng Trinh Hoai Diic, Ngo
Nhon Tinh, Vuong Hiiu Quang v.v...

— Trong Chg Lén con ba chua tho
Quan Vo Dé€ niia la:

1) Phudc An Hoi quan, 1ap nam 1900,
thé cho miéu nho “An Hoa ¢6 miéu”, &
dudong Hung Vuong, goc trd ra dudng
xe ltta My ct. Chua nay do ngudi Minh
Huong tao 1ap. May chuc ndm trudc, hoi
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trudng la 6ng Nguyén Chiéu Thong, nay
da mat.

2) Btiu Son Hoéi qudn, duong Xom
Voi (trong x6m c6 ban voi). Hoi trudng
cd cong véi chua ndm xua la 6ng Duong
Cong Can.

3) Nghia Nhuan Hoéi quan, dudng
Go Cong, lap ndm 1872, do 6ng D6 Hitu
Phuong (1840-1914) gay dung va con la
Do Hitu Tri vun boi. Hoi trudng cii la dng
Truong Van Bén. Chua dugc ban quan
tri cham nom chu ddo lam. Trong chua
ngin nap, chod tho, cho yén tiéc, dau dau
déu dang hoang. Con dtt nam tdm co6 bia
bang da khactén cacnhahdo tam hy ciing
l1ap vao nhiing ndm: Tan Mui (1871), Ky
Mao (1879), Gidp Ngo (1894), Binh Ngo
(1906) va Tan Hgi (1911). Nam 1952 cé
mot ba cing vao chua mdt tugng xich
th6 ma bang gbé son mai, trong y ngua
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thiét, khong chuia nao cé tugng khéo
hon, la la thdi nay con nghé si c6 biét tai
nhu vay cling nén mung. Nhung la nhut
va muing nhut la toi dugc gap tai day cau
lién thd Quan Dé, bdy lau nghe don ma
khong biét 6 dau, trong cau gom hét mot
bo truyén Tam Quoc:

“Sanh B6 Chau, Su Du Chau, Chién
Tt Chau, Thu Kinh Chau, Van C6 than
chau htiu nhut;

Huynh Huyén Dtc, bé Duc Duc, X4
Bang Dtic, Thich Manh Dtc, Thién thu
thanh dtc vo song.”

Con mdt chtia Quan Dé€khac nita goi
“Chtia Ong Nho” dé€ phan biét véi chuia
duong Trieu Quang Phuc 1a “Chua Ong
Lén”. Chua ndy & trén dudng Nguyén
Trai, hiéu dé “Nghia An H¢i quan”. Chua
nay c6 tuc 1€ dén ngay via than, phat
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banh quy sang nam sau gop lai, tré em
an 1a dugc phudc, va cling gitup von dé
sanh nhai, tuc goi “ta phu”. Dudng nhu
chtia nay cua nguoi Trieéu Chau. Tai chua
c6 truong tu thuc hiéu dé “Sung Ninh”
va day cting la phong lién lac hoi Khong
Hoc Hoa Viét.

Chua Ngoc Hoang & dudng Pham Dang
Hung (bat Ho)

K€ vé chtia Tau, tai Sai Gon, dudng
Pham Pang Hung (bat Ho / Dakao), c6
mot ngoi chtia cling la lam. Chua tao 1ap
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16i nam 1905, an lac thanh nam 1906,
trong cé vé c6 kinh vd cung, hoa vién,
va cach sap ddt phia trong dang dugc
liét ké vao hang ky quan tai Sai Gon
nay lim. Ay 1a chiia Ngoc Hoang, chii
viét “Ngoc Hoang Dién” 2& &2 F. Mot
ngudi Tau tén Luu Minh dn chay rong,
giti dao “Minh Su”, lap chi quyét lat do
nha Méan Thanh, xuét tién tao lap viia dé
thd phugng vita lam noi héi kin. Chanh
dién tho dic Ngoc D¢, tién dién tho
dic Thich Ca, phia hitu dién vao trong
xa ¢6 moOt ¢c6 miéu nho tho vién da ban
xd tugng trung “Ong Ta” ctia ngudi Cao
Mién xua. Day cd 1€ 1a nguon goc miéu
cO ndy, vé sau nguoi Tau c6 tham y mang
tt bén xd ho sang mdt vién da khac dé
gan do, nhang den thd phugng, chit dé
“Thai Son’, tic lay da ti hon nui Thai
Son bén Tau qua day thay thé cho Néac
Ta” ban xu. Gan do niia, c6 bui tre nga,
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dudi goc cting nhang dén nghi ngut, trén
nhanh tre nao quat, nao tdéc roi, nao chi
quan nui, quat tugng trung cho sy mat
mé, c6 1é hodc cua hai ngudi ban, viia hét
gian nay lam than, hodc ctia doi vg chong
sum hiép sau nhiing ngay hon doi, toc
rdi, chi nui tugng trung nhiing rdi ram
trudng doi nay cdi b6t treo day cho nhe.
Trudc miéu cé gian phong bay canh thap
dién va canh thién dang cham trén cay
rat dep, bén ta dién co treo bii tranh “Dat
Ma T6 Su qua hai’, tranh vé trén gidy nét
but than tinh. K€ bén c6 thang dua 1én
ting lau, noi day thé Quan Dé€ va bai vi
nhiing ngudi cé cong tao lap canh chua.
Budc it budc téi san 10 thién, dung day
dom bao quat thiy du noc bat bong bat
chi bang d6 gém tinh xdo v cung, lai
thdy su tham y han ché anh sang lam cho
trong chtia c6 vé am u huyén bi theo y
nha kién truc su tinh thong thuat tam ly.
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Nay trd lai ké qua cac ngoi chua tho
Phat thi c6 Giac Vién Ty, tén ngoai la
Chua Ho bit, cting goi la T6 Dinh. Chua
ndy da cé ti ndm Gia Long thu 2 (1803),
nhung néu dugc u nha kién c6 nhu ngay
nay la nh& cong vi cao tang, su Hai Tinh
nhiéu. Trudc khi su Hai Tinh tu tai chua
Giac Lam, sau vi thay chtia hu nhiéu can
tu bo lai nén su Hai Tinh qua tru tri tai
chuia Giac Vién & cach do 16i mot cay s
ngan. O Giac Vién Ty, su Tinh Hai lao
cong tri chi sam tling b cot gbd va chat
mot lan hoi cho dén du tién tu tao chua
Giac Lam. Sua chua rdi, su Hai Tinh giao
canh Giac Vién Tu cho do dé la Hoa
Thugng Hoang Ngai, tén ngoai la Tran
Vin Phong. Su Hodng Ngai goc ngudi Ba
Diém, sanh ndm 1857, tich ngay 23-12-
1919. Lé nhép thap la ngay 3-1-1930,
thap nay con gan chua Gidc Vién, ngay
cat dam co trén ngan thay sai cdc noi dén

du.
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M6t chuia Phat htiu danh ntia la chua
C4m Dém, tén xua la “Gidc Lam Tu”,
trén Phu Tho, dudng di Ba Queo, cach
chuia Gidc Vién mot cay s6 ngan. Chua
cling cé tén khac 1a “Cadm Son Ty’ 1ap
ti nam Gidp Ty (1744), la mdt ngoi chuia
xua buc nhtt trong vung.

Nhu da néi, vi cao tdng Hai Tinh
trudc tu hanh noi day. Khi su Hai Tinh
tu bo chua nhu s& nguyén dugc roi thi
su giao chua Giac Lam nay cho mot do
dé¢ ntia la Yét ma Pham Van Tién, ngudi
Binh Thdéi (Gia Dinh), sanh nam 1875
(khong biét nguoi tich nam nao, ché vao
khoang 1929, ngudi con khoe lam).

Chtia Giac Lam con mot dat st cling
nén thuét lai. S6 1a d6 trudc, Tu Mat, tay
anh chi noi tiéng nhtt hé ba tng mot
thai tai Chg Lén, khi biét minh gia thi lui
veé nghe kinh niém Phat tai day. Nao ngo
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khi thi€u nién thi bta dao khong chém
dugc, trd vé lao, vi mot cay den ét-xdng
truc trac sao do, khién Tu Mat lui cui stia
chita thé nao ma xang phut chay, chay
lu6n “con ho gia Tu Mat” khong ciu kip.
O ho! Anh Tu!

Chua Giac Hai tai Phu Lam lap
ndm 1887, ¢ gan Chua “Gidi Binh”. Nam
1929, vi hoa thugng tru tri noi day 1a 6ng
Nguyén Vin Tuong, phap danh su Tu
Phong, chua cat stia lai kiéu nha tho Gia
To.

Chuia Gidi Binh nay goi “Thién Truc
Ty % trudc tén “Giai Binh”, vi noi day lac
trudc chuyén tri ta ma giai binh loan 6c.

Con tu Pha Gido tré ra Pha Lam,
nhiing chtia nén ké la:

— Chua Btiu Son
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— Chua Go, chii goi “Phung Son Ty %
cat trén nén chua Tho xua, nay con thay
rd can ao nudc boc chung quanh, diéu
“Barray” ctia Cao Mién sot lai. Noi day,
nam 1902, vi chu toa, toc danh la ong
Dinh Van Chan, ngudi Gia Dinh, lang
Phudéc Thanh, sanh nam 1866, tu thiéu
minh trén gian héa, tho 37 tudi. Chua Go
c6 ddc diém 1a c6 bon cay “bach mai” mot
loai v6i cay mai “don Cay Mai’, nhung
tr6 bong trdi sum sé, hoi ra thi giong
mai nay mang ti Cao Mién vé€ cach nay
trén bon chuc nam va c6 1é cung mot chi
phai véi mai trén lang Mac Ctiu dat Ha
Tién, vi nhut quyét mai Ha Tién goc &
Cao Mién dem vé, con mai do Mac Ctiu
mang tU Trung Hoa sang da kho chét tu
lau.

— Chua Tt Phuéc
— Chua Suing Dtc
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— Chuia Tuyén Lam (6ng Yét ma Hap,
sanh nam Canh Ngo (1870), cling tu
thiéu nam Gidp Ty (1924) va m¢ Ong nay
& nghia dia Giac Vién, tho 54 tuoi.

— Chua Btiu Lam

— Chua Tu An, theo Pai Nam Nhit
Thong Chi, truong 81, thi chua nay lap
ndm 1802, dugc sac phong ndm 1821 “Sac
T@ Tu An Ty”. (Hoa Thugng Nguyén Vin
Bing, phép danh Thanh An, tru tri noi
day la mdt nha su danh tiéng nhut trong
Nam, dao, hanh gom hai, ndm 1931 van
con manh khoé).

Cac chua nén ké niia la:
Chuia Phét Btiiu Ty dudng Cao Thang;

ChtuiaHungLongdudng Minh Manh,
mdi xay dung lai. Nam 1952, t6i c6 gap
tai dudng Phan Thanh Gidn, trong mot
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trai ban cay van cfi, mot vai cay cot go,
con cham chi “Hung Long Tu”, khong
biét sao lai lac loai noi day? Mot chua ghi
trong Dai Nam Nhat Thong Chi, truong
81, rang “Hung Long Tu” 14p ndm Gidp
Dan (1794) do ngudi lang la “Linh Yén”
quyén ctia, Hoa Thugng Phudc An diing
lap, ndm Gia Long thu 2 (1803) dugc 6ng
Ha Chanh Niém trung tu, c6 phai chua
ndy chang, va néu phai thi dia phan lang
An DPiém xua, thudc huyén Binh Duong,
an gidp dén dudng Minh Mang ngay nay
vdy. Con “Linh Yén” nao day co6 phai la
ngudi cong Chiia Nguyén Anh chay giic
nam xua chang? “Linh Yén” nam 1794
quyén tién lap chua, con chuyén “cong
Chua” thudc ndm nao, thi mo ho qua.

Mot chua 6 dudng Su Van Hanh,
hiéu “An Quang” ttic “Phat Hoc Dudng
Nam Viét”, phai Dai Thua.

Phdn thir ndm



Sai Gon ndm xwa | 369

Mot chua hiéu “B6 D€ Lang Nhid”
cua tu gia lap, dudng Minh Mang, tho
dtic Quan Am “thién thta thién nhan”
(g6 xua ma vang).

Chua Ky Vién dudng Phan Dinh
Phung, (Phat Gido nguyén thuy) (Tiéu
Thua).

Chtia X4 Lgi dudng Ba Huyén Thanh
Quan, kién truc téi tan, cé thu vién. Chua
Tam Tong Miéu, dudng Cao Thang, v.v...

Nhiing chua ct nay chi nghe nhac
tén la: Chua Khai Tudng, nam 1859
ong Nguyén Tri Phuong l4p lam don
chong Phap, qua dém 6-12-1860 binh
ta phuc kich giét quan ba Barbé noi day,
nén chua bi Phap dep. Chua nay cé dat
st chinh hoang tt Dam (sau 1én ngoi la
Duc Minh Mang) sanh noi hau liéu vao
ndm Tén Hoi (1791) gitia con ti nan binh
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Tay Son. Qua ndm 1804, Cao Hoang nhé
tich ci, d€ ta on Phat day cong che ché
mdy nam bon tiu, nén gai tang chiia mot
c6t Phét Thich Ca thét I6n bang g6 mit,
thép vang tuyét kj. Tl nam 1867, chua
bi dep, tugng Phat phdi doi vé nuong
nau nhiéu noi, cung mot s6 phin véi
hoi C8 Hoc An Hoa, khi duong Tu D,
khi dai 16 Théng Nhat, (chdé hang may
bay Air France bay gi®), mdc cho moi
an mot khoét. Ngay nay thanh binh tré
lai, tai qua nan khoi, dtc Thich Ca vinh
vién ngu tai trung dudng Vién Bao Tang
Sai Gon nhu chung ta da thay. Nén chua
Khai Tudng truy rd lai, & lot vung dat
trudng Dai Hoc Y Dugc hién thai, s6 28
dudng Tran Quy Cap, trén khu dat mang
s6 bong do kim thoi 1, 8, 9, — section B 2
¢ feuille, ville de Saigon. Vi tri nén chua
dinh chting & 16i day nha bép nha xe cua
toa nha ci Chudéng khé Mathieu. X6m
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nha nay dao trudc, nhiéu ngudi don “6
khong dugc’, va tuong truyén ai & day,
cing bi “phé khudy” it nhiéu, chang 6m
dau cling c6 chuyén no chuyén kia xay
dén lam cho nhoc long r6i tri luén luon.
Thai Phap cé luc ho dung ngodi chua dé
nudi linh sen dam, nay choé 4y lam tru
s& truong thudc, hoa chang tu day ta mi
gap ké cao tay an hon roi!

Cingl6i do, ngang chtia Khai Tudng,
day mdt ra dudng Lé Quy Don phia sau
xa xa khu trudng 16n Phap Chasseloup-
Laubat cii, xua c6 mét ngoi nha lgp ngoéi
ta, cot g6 danh moc, 16i nam 1867, binh
Phap dit lam tiéu don (fortin), sau lam
trai nuoi tré hoang, dén nam 1895 thi

dep.

Trong Gia Dinh c6 chtia Tap Phudc,
cling 6 tu lau doi.
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Béao Tri Tan s6 7 ngay 18-7-1941, ¢6
ké bai ctia 6ng Nguyén Triéu chép bai thi
ngl ngdn co diéu ctia Trinh Hoai Duc dé
tdng Vién Quan Hoa Thugng chua Tap
Phudc nhu vay:

Uc tich thdi binh thi

Loc dong Phuong thinh my
Thich Ca gido hung stuing,
Lam ngoai t6 phua quy:

Nga vi thiéu huong dong,

Su tac chi gidi s,

Tuy ngoai phan thanh hoang,
Nhuogc mac khé tam chi,
Phong tran thic luong bang,

Thé giGi nhap (?) nga quy!
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Binh nganh nham phu tram
Bao anh dang sinh tt.

Yém tu thap du nién,
Hoang thuan tuc gian sy!
Tay giao thich nhan hanh,
Son mon ngau tuong tri:
Nga, Hiép bién tran cong,
Su, dai hoa thugng vi.
Chap, tht, nghi mong hon!
Pam tam, tap kinh quy!
Vang su ha tac luan,

DPai dao hgp nhu thi...

Chuia Kim Chuong trong thanh O
Ma, trong dia d6 Tran Van Hoc, thi &
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ném phia td Hién Trung Tu. Nam 1885,
cu Truong Vinh Ky da khong con thay,
c6 1& bi pha bd tu trudc. Nay thay trong
sach, khi ghi Kim Chuong Ty, khi viét
“Kim Chung Ty” dinh “Chuong” la dung
hon, ngat n6i khong biét chii viét ra sao?

Miéu Thanh ciing goi Miéu Hoi
Dong, 6 vé phia httu dén Hién Trung,
cing bi tha tiéu trong may nam binh
cach trudc 1885.

Pén Hién Trung, xiy nim At Mui
(1895), trung tu nam Gia Long thu 3
(1804), tu bd nam Thiéu Tri thii 7 (1847).
DPén nay dugc truong Vién Dong Bac Co
liét ké vao s6 c0 tich, tudng nhd vay ma
dugc ton tai, khong ngdé dén nam 1954
thi da khong con!

Riéng t6i dugc dén viéng mot phen
nam 1947 vé6i 6ng Pierre Dupont, nhon

Phdn thir ndm



Sai Gon nam xwa | 375

vién Truong Bac C6, khi dy dén da bi
moi an hu hao nhiéu réi, qua ndm 1950,
toi c6 trd lai viéng v6i 6ng Bernard Phil-
lipe Groslier 1a quan tha Phap cua vién
Bao Tang Sai Gon. Chung t6i dé nghi
cap toc sua chiia dén, nhung co quan
nha binh Phap khong thuan giao tra dén
cho Truong Bac C8, moét hai rang dén &
trén lanh thé nha binh thi thudc quyén
nha binh dinh doat! Tudng viéc dau con
do, va trong tri toi dinh ninh nhé dén &
mé gan dudng Vo Tanh, ci ding ngoai
rao, ngay chd gidp méi duong Nguyén
Cu Trinh (Marchand cii) ngdé voi qua
tudng thi thady néc dén. Khong dé qua
ndm 1955, chung t6i trg lai ddy véi nhon
vién Vién Khao Co, thi da sao doi vat
d6i, dén dau chang thidy, mot vién gach
nhé ciing khong con, dling néi chi mot
bd kéo trinh rudng cot cham trd ti mi.
Truong Bac C6 da nhin nhén va liét ké
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vao hang c6 tich, thi cé 1é da theo “ban
tay nham” cia nha thau nao d6 ma bién
thanh t& giay bac trong két ctia ho hoac
da lam moi cho moi mot, uong thay!

Pén Hién Trung c6 mdt dat st riéng,
nay cling nén nhac ra day cho théa chut
long hoai c6. Nguyén t6i c6 quen mot
ban nho, tanh tinh dé thuong, nay lam
viéc tai Thu Vién Quoc Gia dudng Gia
Long. Nam 1942, anh dén tudi nhép ngg,
nén Tay bét vo & trong thanh O Ma. Noi
day anh dugc nghe thuat lai mot chuyén
thudc tin ngudng, ma bay gio to6i xin ké
nghe choi, khong dam ép phai tin bang
161, va lai vé phan dam bao dung su that,
hodc tin dugc cung khong, da c6 ban toi
chiu trach nhiém. So6 13 vao nam 1938,
sau cudc tuyén chon linh tan, nha binh
Phap bén dem céc anh linh méi diéu
tt Luc Tinh vé tdp trung chung quanh
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va & ngay trong dén Hién Trung. Vai
ngay sau, xay ra viéc binh linh méi dién
khong dau 6m ma chét, chét moét hoi ca
chuc dua trong mot dém. Cac vd quan
Phap bao gid ho chiu tin chuyén 1a ma
pha qudy hay quy than qué phat, v.v...
nén mot mat ho phua cho sé quan y diéu
tra va chan dung binh la, m¢t mdt nita
thi ho cam quén linh an nhiing vét ban
ngoai thanh. Thay thuoc khong tim ra
can duyén bénh dd, va linh ct chét thém
mai. Tang thé ho danh nham mat dé cho
cac thay doi 6ng ach cung té vai van thu
xem. Ay! Viéc 1am choi choi ma bénh dtt
ngang mdi quai la. Bang di mét dao, céu
chuyén di doan viia quén lan, ké xdy ra
chuyén may tré con Tay méi dén chung
quanh dén roi chiéu lai c6 nhiéu dua bi
néng lanh dén bi dudng ti€u tién! May
ong nha nghé, ndéi thuc tha thi qua dang,
nhung chua kip tré tai thi dda tré qua
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khdi con nguy, nho chi va vai cho mot
nai chuodi. Mudn vay thi cho vay: nam
1939, cac vo quan thanh O Ma bay mot
cudc lé rat I6n, cho phép linh trang nghi
ngoi may ngay va tha ho nga bo vat heo
cung té. Dau sao cling mua dugc long
vui ké dudi, van dé ty do tin ngudng
s0 s& trudc mat kia ma! Nam 4y cudc lé
cang tang phan long trong nhé c6 quan
tu trieu dinh Hué€ vao day “ngu t€”. Nay
dén Hién Trung da khong con, mot phan
16i 1a vi nha binh Phap thud 4y tu tién
d& xu6ng khong cho Trudng Bac C6 hay
kip ma doi di chd khac xay dung lai dé
bao ton mot co tich xua, that la dang tiéc
lam thay!

Vin Miéu thd dtc thanh Khong,
dung ndm Minh Mang thu 5 (1824) tai
dia phdn thon Phu My (Thi Nghe) ciing
mat dau tu lau.
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Ciling tai thon Phu My, c6 mot dan
x4 tac va rudng cong dién moi nam té
giao tai day. Rudng nay, biét dugc 6 trudc
Duéng Lao Dudng, nhung biét vay thoi,
ché nha ctia cat chong 1én lam mat dau
tu lau roi.

Mot ¢6 tich mat ddu nta [a “Chu
tién trudng’, tic “trudng tién” la cho
dic nhiing tién “Gia Long thong buu’,
nay nén nha cti 6 dau? S6 Coéng Chanh
ngay nay, tuc quen goi “Trudng Tién’, c6
phai 1a vi by Cong khi xua chuyén viéc
duc tién, nén nay tén goi lam vay, va ché
nén thdy s& Cong Chanh cé tuc danh la
“Trudng tién” roi dé quyét ngay xua “Chu
tién trudng” 6 noi day, vi moi tinh Mién
Nam déu dau déu c6 sé trudng tién ca.

Trong Chg Lén cé hai ng6i chuia da
bi phd, nay chi con tén:
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1) Phudéc Hai Ty trong vung dudng
duong Chg Ray; va 2) Phudc Hung
Tu, dudng Hong Bang, géc Nguyén Tri
Phuong. Hién dudng Hong Bang con
thdy vai ngo6i thap ¢ kinh, day 1a md
cta cac vi hoa thugng tru tri chua Phudc
Hung vay.

Vé chua Kiéng Phudc, xin xem
truong 160 (Tim & chuong 160 trong
sach thi khong c6 truyén vé chua nay)

Con sdt tén nhiing chua va hoi quan
nhu sau day, xin bo tac:

Uu Long Hoi Qudn, & dudng Uu
Long (X6m Cui) khong dang cong nhan.
Phung An Hdi Quén cia nhom Minh
Huong, s6 27 dudng An Binh, khong
ddng cong nhan.

Chta Quan Am Ty, d6i dién Bét
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Cau Tre, trén huong 10 s6 14. Hué¢ Lam
Ty, dudng Tung Thién Vuong (Xém
Cti) dang xiéu d6. Mac du chuia ndy vang
khach, nhung trudc chuia ngay 5-4-1962,
toi con thiy d€ dudi bui cay bon phién
da c6 cham theo kiéu Kho Me, khong
biét do tii dau ma chua cé, va d€ cu bat
cu bo lam vay. Cé ngudi ban véi toi nén
xin “thinh d4” nay dem vé cho nhap vao
bd mon da cd cua Vién Bao Tang. Toi
thi nghi khac: Néu xin dugc dd nay dem
veé Vién thi khong khdc nao “ganh vang
vao kho” Vién da cé da nhiéu, dem vé
thém chat, va lai theo t6i, da cua chua
Hué Lam, kiéu v& con kém da cua Vién
Bado Tang, nén sy dem vé d6 khong can
thiét lam. Chi cho bang san day dé nghi
v6i ban quan tri ctia chtia Hué Lam, néu
may hang ndy lot vao mat xanh quy vi, la
nén stia sang “chd ngoi” xing dang cho
cac phién da c6 thach ndy, trudc ntia dé
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cao nhiing ¢6 vat cua chua, sau lai cho
khach bon phuong dén cung chiém tai
cho cting nén lam. (V.H.S.)

Giac Lam Tu (hém s6...) dai 10
Thudn Kiéu (khong dang dang hoang).
Phudc Long Ty, s6 226 dai 1o Hau Giang.

Giac Ngo Ty, so 36 dai 10 Nhan Vi.
Viia cat xong, kha dep.

Hung Tich Tu (tén xuala Gidc Thanh
Ty), s6 253, dai 10 Minh Mang.

Tinh d¢ cu si, s6 282 dudng Nguyén
Tri Phuong.

T Nghiém Tu, s6 415-417 dudng
Ba Hat, ctia nhém ni ¢6.

Phap Hoi Ty, s6 682 hém Phan
Thanh Gian.

Thién Ton Ty, dudng Nghia Thuc,
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ké dudng dudng An Binh.

Phap Quang Ty, s6 163 dudng Dao
Duy Tu.

Linh Phuéc Ty, ngay cau chi Y, bén
Pham Thé Hién.

Tinh X4 Moc Son ty, dudng Luong
Van Can.

Tinh d¢ cu si, dudng Luong Van
Can.

Hué Huyén (Hing Wen Pit Sut) tho
Li TS, Van Xuong, Ngit Am, clia ngudi
Hué kiéu, & hém Lo Siéu s6 9.

Ngoai ra, xin bd tuc nhu sau:

Chua Giac Hai, s6 343/45 dudng Luc
Tinh (Pha Lam).

Chtuia GO (Phung Son Tuy) & dai 16

Cé tich chung quanh Sai Gon Cho Lén



384 | Vwong Hong Sén

Tran Quo6c Toan (Phu Lam).

Chua TUu Phudc, s6 60 dudng Luc
Tinh.

Chtia Sung Duc, s6 140 dudng Luc
Tinh.

Chua Tuyén Lam, s6 265 dudng Luc
Tinh.

Chtia Bttu Lam, dudng Phu Tho.

Chua TU An, & dudng Tan Héa (Phu
Lam).

Chtuia Hung Long, s6 290 dudng
Minh Mang.

Chua An Quang, s 243 dudng Su
Van Hanh.

budng Luc Tinh, s6 180 cé chua
Hué Lam (ni c6) dling lam v&i chua Hué
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Lam, da ndi & truong 208.

Chtuia Minh Huong & dudng Hung
Vuong, gan ga ci xe lta Sai Gon - My
Tho, ga nay nay da pha bé.
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12. Su Phat Trién Cuaa Thién Chaa
Giao Trong Nam (dia phdn Sai Gon)

Tuy da ndi nhiéu vé chua chién theo
Phat Gido, Khong Gido, va Lao Gido, dé
thém day du thién tai liéu, xin tom tat dai
lugc vé sy phat trién va hoat dong cua
gido khu dao Thién Chua tai Sai Gon.

Nhac lai nam 1884, Hoi Truyén Giao
Nam Ky xin tdch ra lam mot gido khu
gidm muc riéng biét cai tri moét dia phan
gom mot phan l6n Nam Ky va hai tinh
mién Trung la Binh Thuan va Dong Nai

Thuogng.

Ct theo thong ké trong bo “Dong
Duong Tan Thoi” (LIndochine Mod-
erne cua hai 6ng Testeron va Percheron)
(truong 235) thi nam 1928 gido khu gidam
muc Sai Gon gom cé:
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— SO ngudi theo dao Thién Chua
Gido... 89.250 (89 ngan 250) -

— Tru s& cua dic Linh Muc dat tai
Sai Gon

— Théanh dudng (églises), tiéu gido
duong (chapelles) va cau nguyén dudng
(oratoires) 248

— Tu nt (ba s6) Dong Saint-Paul de
Chartres 256

Ké& va 9 trudng hoc (écoles)

8 vién tré mo cdi (orphelinats)

7 dudng duong (hopitaux)

1 vién tri phung cui (1éproserie)...

— Mot sO nti tu si ban xd coi soc 14
vién tré mo cOi.

Cé tich chung quanh Sai Gon Cho Lén
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— 170 trudng dong (ho dao) (école
paroissiale) s60 hoc tro theo hoc la
14.935 (14 ngan 935) [Cu Sén dich école
paroissiale 1a trudng hoc dia phuong. _
Ban Tuyén doc TVTL hiéu dinh]

— 4 vién mo c6i (Nam) - S6 hoc tro
l1a 140

— 1 4n quan.
— 2 t6 tuan bao (périodiques).

Sai Gon c6 mot quan sy tu vién cta
Hoi Ngoai Qudc Truyén Gido (Procure
des Missions Etrangeres) thiét 1ap nam
1901, dat ra dé€ tiép té€ cac vi tu si tam
di qua day. Nhu nam 1928, vién da tiép
rudc 122 tu si trong hoi va 148 tu si cac
hoéi khéc, tinh chung la 270 tu si ghé Sai
Gon. (Toa nha lam Procure cét trén dinh
Ta Quan, va xay tii ndm 1869 dén nam
1877 mdi xong.)
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SO ngudi gitt dao Thién Chua tai Sai
Gon va vung phu can gom cé x6m Thi
Nghe, xdm Chg Qudn, va X6m Chiéu,
tinh vao ngay Sai Gon bi binh Phép
chiém (11 thang 02 ndm 1859) la... 27
ngan ngudi cong gido. Luc dy gido khu
Sai Gon biét lap nhu hién nay chua cé.

Ngay 13 thang 2 ndam 1859, Ong
B.Paul Loc, tt vi dao, bi dem ra xu tu
(chém dau) tai ctia thanh, goc dudng
Hong Théap Ty va Hai Ba Trung hién nay.
Dbay la mot vi tt dao duy nhtit cua ho Sai
Gon, ngay sau dugc:

— Duc Thanh Léon XIII, ngay 13-
02-1879, phong “Vénérable” nghia la
“Chan phudc” hay A Thénh (cu Sén dich
Vénérable la Dai Duc, tlii nay theo Phat
gido. _ Ban Tuyén doc Thu vién Tiéu Lun
stia lai cho dung)

Cé tich chung quanh Sai Gon Cho Lén
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— btc Thanh Pie X, ngay 02-05-
1909, phong “Bien-heureux” (A Thénh).

Ngay Thanh Lap Gidao Khu Sai Gon
(Foundation de la Chrétienté de Sai-
gon)

Tu ndm 1848, Hoi Truyén Gido
trén Cao Mién (Mission du Cambodge)
duogc giao cho Buc Cha Miche cai quan.
Tu nam 1852, Dtic Cha Lefébvre dugc
phong dai ly Btic Gido Hoang hodc gido
khu gidm muc (vicaire apostilique de la
Cochinchine Occidentale) tai mién Tay
Nam Ky. Bau buc Cha bi triéu dinh
Nam treo gidi thudng, tu khi khai chién
v6i Phap, nhung Dtic Cha Lefébvre tron
thodt nan va ngay 15-02-1859 thi 1én
dugc tau vé Phap.
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Tru hai khu Thi Nghe va Chg Quan
van tach riéng thi cho dén ndm 1861, Sai
Gon, X6m Chiéu, va vung phu can van
chung lam mot ho. Thang 2 ndm 1859,
theo chon quan d¢i Phap, biuc Cha
Lefébvre trg vé Sai Gon, chiéu tu cac tu
dé va ngudi cong gido vé lap ap quy tuu
ttt don Nam (Tan Thuan) chay dén kinh
Tau Ha.

Thang 5 ndm 1863, Thuy Su Dé Déc
De Lagrandiere nghi cong on ngudi cong
gido, nén ban phu cap cho Hoi Truyén
Gido, mai dén nam 1882, phu cap nay
mdi bi bai bé.

K& ra cé cong nhiéu nhut la:

— Dic Ba Da Loc, (Pére Le Grand)
tich ngay 9-10-1799.

Cé tich chung quanh Sai Gon Cho Lén
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- Pong Cung Canh, tu tran ngay
21-3-1800 (cach c6 may thang).

— Cha P. Liot (nh¢ 6ng nay nén hai
ong Nguyén Anh va Ba Da Ldc quen
nhau, vé sau P. Liot lam bi thu va ké ng-
hiép Ba Pa Loc) tich ngay 28-4-1811
(m¢ 6ng & gan lang Ba Da Loc, dugc liét
ké co tich thang 5 ndm 1930).
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Nha Dong Saint-Paul

Loi cudi ndm 1860, do yéu cau cta
Duc Cha Lefebvre, nén cac ba so Nha
Dong Saint-Paul de Chartres dugc phai
sang day, v6i phan su la sdn soc tré mo
c6i vi cha me ching bi bat dao nén bo
10i, va nhiing tré vo thiia nhan ctia bén
luong. Goc tich nha Dong “Thanh Nhi”
Sai Gon (Sainte-Enfance) do day ma co.
Nha Dong ndy lac ban so & Chg Ca, dua
nha ddc Linh Muc; hai nam sau 1862,
D6 Doc Bonard hién cho Ba Bé Trén
R.M. Benjamin, s& dit hién nay & cho ta
con thay, nén Nha Dong doi vé day va
lan lugt banh truéng thém, gom co:

— Mot nha tu riéng cho cac ba so Viét
Nam.
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— Mot nha nuoi tré con Phap va tré
con lai.

— Mot ky tac xa day do ni sinh con
nha kha gia ban xd, goi Truong Nha
Trang.

— Mot nha nudi tré mo ¢6i va con bod
roi ban xu.

— Mot nha nuoi gai ban xt bi du do
nay cai thién.

(Tuong truyén nha lau cao 16n noi
day la do ong Nguyén Trudng To nam
xua ding coi xay cat).
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Duéng Duong Chg Quan (Hopital
de Cho-Quan)

Duéng dudng nay do Diic Cha Lefeb-
vre sang 14p, d€ nudi ngudi binh tat ng-
heo nan, khong phuong thé lam én, ban
so cat 6 gan nha Puc Linh Muc, vung
Chg Ci, vé sau Nha Dong va Chanh Phu
Phap thoa thuan giao cho cac ba sé Dong
Saint-Paul ddm nhiém nén dem tru sé&
vé Chg Quan.
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Chung Vién (Séminaire)

Trudc lap tai Thi Nghe, roi doi vé
Xom Chiéu sau rot vé dudng Cudng
Dé€ nhu ta thay & gitia Thanh Nhi Vién
(Sainte-Enfance) va con duong Nguyén
Du.
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Nha tu Carmel

Ngay 3 thdng mudi nam 1861, co
bon ba ni tu si dong Saint-Thérese, dén
Sai Gon, nhiém vu la 1ap nha tu Carmel.
Tru s 6 dudng Cudng D€, ngang Chung
Vién.

Cé tich chung quanh Sai Gon Cho Lén
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Cacvi Su Huynh Truong Cong Giao
(Les Freres des Ecoles Chrétiennes)

Nhon 16 yéu cau khan thiét cta D6
Doc De Lagrandi ére, nén nam 1866 c6
sau vi su huynh sang Sai Gon do dai su
huynh T.H. Frere Philippe Supérieur
des Fréres des Ecoles Chrétiennes biét
phdi. Qua dén day thi cach it lau sau,
Nha Dong giao cho céac vi &y trong nom
trudong trung hoc College d ‘Adran la
trudng do Dic Cha Puginier thiét lap tu
hai ndm trudc (1864). Trudng nay hoat
dong cho dén thang chap nam 1882, thi
déng ctia, vi hoi dong quan hat Nam Ky
dé nghi ngung cap hoc bong.

Phdn thir ndm



Sai Gon ndm xwa | 399

Truong Taberd

Nam 1874, Cha Henri de Kerlan, cha
s& coi thanh dudng Sai Gon, ty xuat tién
riéng, sang lap trudong Taberd (vi thé nén
nay con hinh bdn than cua Cha tai san
trudce), dau tién la d€ day do cac Tay lai,
sau ndy mdi doi thanh chanh sach, thau
nap tat ca cac hoc sanh, bat luan luong,
gido. Ban dau cdc hoc tro noi day do céac
tu si, truyén gido su (missionnaire) day
do6. Tu ndm 1889, thi cac su huynh thay
thé cdc vi nay trong dudng gido huan,
va cac su huynh trudng Cong Gido (Les
Fréres des Ecoles Chrétiennes) budi
dau tién la do Buc Cha Colombert mai
qua. Nhiing day nha cii cta truong la
do Duc Cha Mossard ding coi xay cat,
16p sau méi la cua cac su huynh tiép tuc
tu tao thém mdi dugc dé s¢ nhu ngay
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nay. Truéng von la san nghiép riéng cua
Hoi Truyén Gido (Mission). Cling nhu
trudng Trung Hoc Chasseloup-Laubat,
vé sau trd nén truong Trung hoc Jean-
Jacques Rousseau, truong Taberd rat co
cong trong vi¢c dao tao nhon tai trong
xu trong nhiéu thé hé lién ti€p. Thanh
danh rat 16n. Dugc nhiéu cdm tinh.
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Duéng Puong Quin Binh (Hopital
Militaire)

Nam 1864, nha thuong nay thudc
cac ba s Dong Saint Paul coi séc. Qua
ndam 1904, ché€ do nay cao chung va tu ay
cac nii y ta ngoai dao trong nom. Tuy vay
chanh phti Phép van tiép tuc trg cdp mot
cha tuyén tuy (aumonier) [cu Sén dich la
siéu do su _ Ban Tuyén doc TVTL hiéu
chinh la “cha tuyén uy”’] dén dé tham
viéng van an binh nhan cung lam phép
bi tich néu can.
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Vuong Cung Thianh DPuong Sai
Gon (Basilique de Saigon)

Bao Cach Mang Quoéc Gia, s6 406
xuat ban ngay 6 va 7 thing chap nim
1959, cé bai khao ctu rat day da vé lich
st nha thd Dtic Ba do 6ng Pham Dinh
Khiém viét. Day 1a tai liéu khdc do bo
“Dong Duong Tan Thoi” (LIndochine
Moderne) ctia hai tac gia Phap Testeron
va Percheron viét tli ndm 1931.

“TUu ngay Phap chiém Sai Gon, Duc
Cha hanh 1€ tai m6t ng6i chtia hoang phé
va stia tam dung lam thdnh dudng.

Nidm 1863, D6 Do6c Bonard truyén
linh dung noi ngay nay la tru sé Toa Tap
Tung dudng Nguyén Hué, mot thanh
dudng bang g6, nhung thanh duong nay,
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mudi nam sau thi moi mot an muc nat
khong con dung dugc niia.

Néam 1874, phai don vé phong khanh
ti€t clia dinh c@t Phé Sodi Nam Ky, cho
nha trudng Taberd hién nay va tam hanh
1€ noi day.

Quang canh Nha thd 16n Sai Gon
ngay dat vién da dau tién (7.10.1877)

b6 déc Duperré truyén dem viéc
xay cat thanh dudng ra dau thau, va sau
rot, thi cong viéc tao tac do 6ng Bourard
dugc mdi tu Paris qua don doc.

Co tich chung quanh Sai Gon Chg’ Lé'n
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Ngay 7 thang 10 nam 1877, btic Cha
Colombert dat vién da dau tién trudc
mdt Phd Soai Nam Ky va dong dt nhon
vat tai mat thoi ay.

Ngay 11 thang 4 nam 1880, dn 1€ lac
thanh rat 16n.

Tién xay cat, tién sam tu khi ndi tam,
Sodi pht Nam Ky dai tho tat ca, 1a hai
triéu nam tram ngan (2.500.000) quan
tien Tay thud d6. Thanh dudng do dugc
133 thudc Tay tu ctia ngan (porche) dén
mut chot phong doc kinh (chevet).

Hoanh lang (transept) do 35 thudc
bé ngang.
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Cao: tu da xay cuon trdc khung (clef
de voute) dung dat cai la 21 thudc. Hai
thap cao tii mat dat la 36 thudc 60. Sau
thém hai canh chép nhon lau chudng 21
thudc nta la tat ca cao 57 thudc (thap
chuéng lam nam 1895). Sdu dai dong
chung, ndng 25.850 ki (tiéng gom sau
am) dat dudi hai lau chuong. Lé nghi xtic
dau dén thanh dit lam “Vuong Cung
Thanh Dudong” (Basilique) dugc cu
hanh long trong ngay 7 va 8 thang chap
nam 1959. Va Sai Gon hanh dién c6 mot
Vuong Cung Thanh Dudng ti day, mot
vinh quan ctia Vién Dong,.

Sau day la danh tanh cac linh muc
Gido Hoang dai ly, gido khu gidm muc
Mién Tay Nam Ky tti ndm 1852 dén nam
1926:

Dominique Lefebvre... 1852-1865
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Jean-Claude Miche... 1865-1873
[sidore Colombert... 1873-1894
Jean-Marie Dépierre... 1895-1898
Lucien Mossard... 1898-1920

Victor — Charles Quinton... 1920-
1924

[sidore Dumortier... tU nam 1926...

Va nhiing vi ¢c6 dao (missionnaires
apostoliques):

Oscar de Noloberne... 1863-1871
Henri de Kerlan... 1872-1877
Henri Le Meé... 1877-1898

Anselme Delignon (vicaire)... 1898-
1899

Henri Moulins... 1899-1900
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Charles Boutier... 1900-1906
Eugene Soulard, tif nam 1906.

Va van van... (theo tai liéu bo “LIn-
dochine Moderne” cua Teston va Per-
cheron, ngung nam 1926, thiéu tai liéu
ti ndm 4y dén hién nay.)
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13. Pinh tho than

Cac dinh tho than xua cta dat Sai
Gon nay da mat di rat nhiéu, nay chi con
nhac tén va biét dugc vai dinh ma thoi.

Tai Sai Gon:

- My Hoéi

— Hoa My

— Tan Khai

— Long Dién

— Truong Hoa

— Long Hung

— Phi Hoa (con)

— Phu Thanh (con)
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— Nam Chon (con)
— Tan An (con)

— Chg Quan (con)
— Cau Kho (con)

— Cau Quan (con)
Trong Chg Lén:

— Pha Dinh (b6 roi)
— Phu Hoa (b6 r6i)
— Phu Lam (con)

— Cay GO (dep, cat truong Cay Go
sau doi tén la trudng Minh Phung)

— Phu Hiiu (con)
— Minh Phung (con)

— Binh Tién (con)
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— Binh Téy (con)

— Tan Hoa Dong (con)
— An Binh

— Cau Tre (con)

V.V...
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PHAN THU SAU

NHAN VAT BAN XU
HOI TAY MOI QUA

Pay phai dau chi co bon don ban lam
ba chu tai Sai Gon thud giao thai, khi
Tay mdi qua. Ti€p theo con nhiing gidi
ddc sac nhit - (xin xem Tho Nam Ky va
Tho Nam Ky tiép, ban in Nha Dong Tan
Dinh nam 1903).

14. Payla bon hau cin cac quan Tay
“Nuc nong nhiing ké hoai thinh!

Tiéng Tay khong biét, tudng vinh
trong doi,
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Ao van quan nhiéu dao chai,

Do6i moi luge diéu, giat phoi trén
dau,

Xa Tao (?) Soai phu & dau,

Vuon hoang mua gay, ngudi hau cau
quan...”

(Tho Nam Ky, truong 15)

Ao quén bang van nho xuyén nhiéu,
toan nhiing thi dat tién, phai hang dn
to xai l6n mdi dam dung. Lugc giat dau
toc lam bang vay doi moi cé diéu vang
1a trang stic cuc ky sang trong thud xua,
dén ndm 1915 con thay dung, nay dao
ma cb con gap.

Xa Tao day chac 1a xa gia hau Tao
Théo (tiéng ndi di¢u hat boi).

Nhdn vdt bdan xiv héi Tdy méi qua
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Hoai thinh. C6 phai chang: “Hoai” 1a

mang, “thinh” 1a thanh danh; hoai thinh
la “mang danh”?
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15) Va day la may thay thong ngon
ky luc

“Cac ong tham bién duong dang,

Tiéng Nam ngudi biét, di€ém dang
khoé qua;

Ong nao chidng biét tiéng ta,

O ngoa 01 b, néi ra néi vao,

Qué mua lang xém chu nao,

T6i1 dinh hiu viéc da nao hét hon.
Nén hu nh¢ tiéng thong ngodn,

Pua lén cling phai, 1ap chén bao nai”
(cung truong 15)

Lac ban so, trong Nam Ky, Tay dao

tao ngudi gidp viéc bang cach tuyén lua
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hoc tro 16p nhut cac trudng tinh, dem vé
Sai Gon day do tai truong d’Adran (cho
trudng Taberd bay gi¢). Sinh vién dugc
an ¢ tai truong, thém lanh phu cap modi
thang va xa bong giat do, giay, y phuc
kiéu Tay moi nam may bo: o bé nhu véy,
ma lac dau it ngudi dam xin hoc vi con
sg triéu dinh ta tré lai nam chanh quyén.
Mot cau con nha giau tinh Gia Dinh,
mudén ngudi di hoc thé cho minh, sau
ndy cau trd nén “tén ban quan com tai
cau tau Soc Trang”, con anh hoc tro khé
chém ché la 6ng chtt quin chau thanh,
Poc phu st. Sinh vién trudng dAdran
thi ra trudng, ai dau s6 cao dugc tu y lya:
néu ham dn luong 16n (sdu dong bac con
O) (piastres en argent décorées de I'Ai-
gle Mexicain) thi b6 lam thiy gido day
hoc, bang nhu ham lam thong ngon (tuy
luong kém hon, c6 bén déng bac con O,
nhung con trong cay noi tién ctia sau,
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tién “li xi” va 1€ 1oc bung mam), con lai
nhiing ngudi khong dau nhung hanh
kiém tot thi déu dugc thau dung vao
cac s6 mdi tao lap: trudng tién, nha day
thép, sé hoa do, v.v...) Xua thay “thong
ngdn” oai lam: chtic lam “interprete” khi
“ding ban 6ng Chanh” (thong dich vién
cua Tham bién chu tinh) thét ra khoi, khi
“khi ding ban 6ng Phd  lam tay sai va
thong dich vién cho Phé tham bién, hét
ra Itia, ngay sau thay thong ngén da nam
lam viéc dugc thi mét ky nita r6i dugc
bd lam Huyén 1én Phu, r6i Doc pht st,
lam cha quan, dai dién cho quan Phap
trong mot vung, “oai nhu giac”, “oai thau
trdi’, oai hon ong ghe”!

Vi kiéng né nén dén ting vg cac vi
ay chuc “co thong”, “cé huyén”. Chtc ky
luc ban so goi lam vdy, nhung sau déi lai
1a “tho ky” ttc “secrétaire”. Luc dau tho
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ky chuyén trong hang hoc tro 16p nhiit,
chua d6 dat, khong cip bang, nhung hoc
luc kha, viét chii that dep va it 16i 1am.
Vi kém v€ hon thong ngdn, nén dan ban
chtic “thim ky S” hodc “thim S cho ba
vg, dong mot hang véi may thim vg cac
chu tiém Tau trong Chg Lén. Dén khi
chtic thong ngdn ddc biét chi dung dé€ goi
cdc thong dich vién bén Toa An (inter-
prete des tribunaux), cac thay thong bén
Toa B déu liét vao s§ “secrétaire” (tho
ky), nhung phan biét ra “tho ky chanh
ngach, ngach sodi pht” (secrétaire du
Gouvernement), lanh luong quén hat va
“tho ky dia hat” (thay ky tinh, lanh luong
lang) (secrétaire régional). Khi ay, cac
thim van dong va dong he lén chtic “co
ky” rap rap!

Dan déi trudc, di hau quan Tay, bén
Toa An thi chua c6 trang su, bén Toa BS
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it c6 tham bién sanh soéi ti€ng Viét, va
moi modi déu trong ciy noi thay thong
ngon, cho nén déan s¢ “thay” hon sg “ong
rau ria’! Thong ngdn ti€ng mat ti€ng
con, lgi hai vo cuing. C4 1€ vit thi viéc vay
héa ngay, khong 1& khong tién thi dan
thdy thua kién truéc mat. Co khi vi bat
tai, may thay thong ngédn doi trudce giét
ngudi khong can dao bén. Cau toa hoi:
“Demandez au condamné s’il préfere
les travaux forcés ou la peine de mort?”
Dich khong suy nghi cau ay héa ra: “Toa
héi anh mu6n Toa kéu an khé sai roi
chét chém hay khong?” vi thay nghe lam
“.. et la peine de mort”. & ngoa 01 bé -
To6i khong hiéu tron cau. Duy biét “0” la
“htu’, “bd” 1a “vo” (tiéng Tiéu). Con “G
ngoa’ co phai “au revoir” chang?
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16) Va day la cac “vg Tay”,“me Tay”
thoi dy

“Lam con nhaé ¢é “Chi Hai”
Pua vao liéu viéc, bAm ngai méi an

Xem qua chang c6, ht ngang (vi
chdng c6 tién kém theo)[ ... gian ma néi “he”

khong cé tién kem theo.]
Lam 1o chang bdm cho lang 1am on
Pang vi thuc bd lam con

May tao, quat nat, quang don voi
vang.

(chuong 15)

(Nhon tam doi nao cling vay).
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17) Con day la vé may chd don ban
da keé trén

“Déang thuong may cha don ban,

Nhiéu diéu, giay v6, xinh xang véi
dai,

briia ngheo bat chudc lam hoi,

Tuy ngudi quan tu sanh choi khong
bang.

Ra vao lam b¢ hung hang,
Xét ra md6i biét la thang don com!
Kia bay thui dit con thom!!!

(truong 15-16)
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422 | Vwong Hong Sén

18) Day la bon gai budon huong ban
phin thoi ay

“Mot dém chang biét miy chong,
Cha Va, Ma Ni cling dong “10i” qua!
Ngay thi h6én hé vao ra,

Ai ra xem thdy: Chi Ba ngoat vao.
Pep long tam ban liéu dao,

Ctia quyén thong tha cht nao bim
thua.

Coi ai that thé tho mo,

Thay khong cung kinh vao thua voi

vang:

Dé tao noi véi 6ng quan,
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May ra ké nghich, kham dang chung
than,
Ai ma chang nghi thiét hon,
Muoén chi ddng ndy, chang don ti gi!
(truong 17)

(Hang gai niy doi nay van con)

Nhdn vdt bdan xiv héi Tdy méi qua
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19) Lai day la bon ha cap khiéng
ganh xach d6 cho ba dam,cho 6ng son
da, hay ong dau bép dugc Tay cung, tuc
danh

“ba nhe” = panier

“ban bu” = bambou

“Khién nén con di phai vi,
Ba nhe li ay c6 gi lung lang,
Theo Tay doéi thung mua dn,

Tra nhiéu bét it, chudi ngang khong
Vi;

(truong 17)

Phdn thir sdu



Sai Gon nam xwa | 425

20) Thém bon linh goi “linh tap”
thoi ay (tirailleur).

“Nhiéu bé kho noi long dong,

O gan linh tap hét trong dn lam,
bi dau c¢6 1t c6 doan,

Rugt ga, bat vit, pha hoang bi bau,
Ban budn chung da lac dau,

Mudi tién tra bay, ai hau dam keéu!

(truong 17)
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21) Sau rot 1a linh ma ta, ma ni, va
ma ta tét”°

“Dadi 61 nhiéu ndi bon nho;

Ma ta c6 chu hay quo hay quao,
Gidn ai guom sung phao vao,

Bédo quan nha nghich, vay rao xét coi.
Quan bén tudng that dau noi,

Phu sai di bat xét 10i sing ra.

bang tang roi mdc y ra,

70 Khi binh Phap sang day, ho kéo theo quan d¢i I-Pha-Nho
(Tay Ban Nha) cho dong be van t6i vua Ty Dtic gié”t muc su
Phap va I-Pha-Nho. B&i chung bon I-Pha-Nho khong du
nguoi, nén ho dan theo mé linh thudc dia ctia ho 1a linh m¢
tai Manille - ttic kinh d6 quan dao Phi Luit Tan ngay nay.
Nguo6i Ma Lai (Malais) goi ngudi linh canh sat la “matamata”
Do d6 dé ra danh tut “Ma ta”. Nay thdy trong “Viét Nam tu
dién” hoi Khai Tri: Ma ta: linh canh sat & Nam Ky goi theo
tiéng Ma Lai. Con danh tii “Ma ta tét” 1a danh tii khinh bi ctia

.....
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Quo d6 rdo cao doan gia dan di...
(truong 18)

Nhén vat tuy doi ché nhon tam ay
van con, c6 kim khong khac may. Poan
gia... Doan = rdi thi; Gia = gong.

Poan gia dan di nghia la: r6i thi dong
gong dan di.

Cai “mot” an mac hoi Tay méi qua
cho dén tran Au Chau dai chién 1914-
1918 thi: thay thong thay ky, nhiing
nguoi con thua cyu, goi “phe theo Nho?,
thi do dai xuyén den, khdn dong “Sudi
don”, giay Ha Chau dé 16t 1ong ngua, goi
theo Qudang Dong la “giay ma mi” (ma
vi), hodc giay “ham éch théu cudm chi
ngau” dat tai Go Cong. Mdy thay tan tién
goi “phe theo Tay”, thi bin 4o b trang c6
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dilng, nut tra chudi h6 phach”™, dau doéi
nén “casque Secrétaire” ctia hiéu Paul
Canavaggio san xuat, la banh tén nhut
hang r6i, chan di thém giay “d4n phon”
(en France), tay xach du luc soan den,
can sling trau, thi lai “banh qua xa qua
xd”. Khi nao dugc chup hinh dung bén
Quan 16n Chanh thi co that “ca ra oach”
(cravate), dién ao “u hoe” (veston ou-
vert), tay lo le di€u xi ga tan, thi duy co
may c6”? may y doi ay biét cho.

Cdac tay don ban, nau bép hau can
“Ong To” thi nit diy nit ni chéng mdt
gang tay, tdm nut den phoi trudc bung,
quan luc soan trang khong vén, thoi dy

71 Ca dao thoi dy con nhac: “Banh td” (paletot) danh chét xu
hué, “Ao thun” chay lai, diing ké banh t6!” (Banh t6 4am chi
may thay, do thun am chi boi don ban...) déu la nguai cé thé
luc, danh chét ai c6 thé khong dén mang.

72 C6 la vg mdy thay, y (di) 1a vg chiéc khach. Danh tit “Ba”
chua may thong dung. Tham chi cac ba bg Tham bién ciing
goi “Co Chanh Bet Tanh” (Mme Bertin), “C6 Bay Doc Cong
Lac”, thé thoi.
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chua cé day lung rut, lung quin x4 ra
kéo phu lén day nit, goi “van quan theo
kiéu quan ban’, d6 la tay t6, khuyén ai
diing ngé lau ma an thoi bat t.

Nau bép, don ban thi dau chit khan
nhiéu trang, giat lugc do6i moi, con nhu
may Oong may thay tu vi nhu bac nho si,
thi chit khan thanh (lua xanh), ché ciing
khong ai dam vugt buc chit khan nhiéu
diéu, trii phi may Ong gia ba ca gan xuéng
16 thi dung khan dé ma van dugc cham
ché, khong ai noi gi.

Cac y”, cac y trong Chg Lén thi dau
béi toc tha banh lai “ba vong mot ngon”,
an trau tich toat, d€ mong tay dai va moi
lan xia thu6c thudng vanh ngén tay cho
nguoi ngoai thay minh c6 ca rd hot xoan
by hay bé nhan vang quan kiéu “ctiu
khuc lién huon” Trén vai may y thudng

73Y, Y: tiéng Triéu Chau. Ttc “di” 1a “di”
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giat vao mét khan van Nam Vang dung
dé lau trau, khac v6i méy co vg Tay thi
quin chudi hdt vang gan gay cd, tay deo
kiéng vang kiéu “nhtt thi nhtc hoa”
thém mac 40 m& ba mé by, toc xtic dau
thom chanh hiéu “Co Ba”.

Tha phong luu thud ay 1a chiéu chiéu
ngoi xe song ma danh mdt vong “Lang
T6” (Lang Tho ndi giong Tay), hodc ngodi
xe kéo banh cao su dic, ra bén tau hong
mat. Néu khong bai bac thi xem hat boi.

Va lai kép hat chau do ciing 1la mot
nhon vat dang ké, nhd miy y, may thim
bao boc nén khong thua ngudi thg bac
co tiéng la ddm dn ddm xai, khong kém
may cha don ban dau bép 6ng Tay.

Miéng thé gian an mam an mudi ma
doc dia, da ghi hang tang 16p xa héi nhu
sau:
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“Mudi gio Ong Chanh vé Tay,
Co6 Ba 6 lai, lay thay Thong ngoén”

(Biét dau mic ddu Ong Chanh con
tai vi, ho da cdm nhau trudc roi). Nhung
két duyén cuing dan thay la dé€ cau sang,
sao bi:

“Thong ngon, ky luc, bac chuc khong

mang,
Lay chong thg bac, deo vang do tay!”

Don ban, kép hat, thg bac, nguoi
nao ciing dua nhau lugc déi moi, dng
dét nanh heo, nhung ngudi chu 16 khéo
tay lam gi cling gac trén mot buc: lugc
diéu vang, hoac sgi diy chuyén dong ho
qua quit cling vang, hap dan khac nao c6
ngai mé bua lu.

Thinh thoang anh kép hat banh
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trai, nho giong tot, mat liéc dua tinh, da
chiém trai tim c6 gai nta mua. Bang c6
la con lai bai thi nhu sau:

Vinh Kép Hat Boi

Nho ma khong hoc 16n lam ngang

Trong danh ba hoi da thay quan!

Ra rap ngoi trén ba dua hiéu,

Vo6 buong diung dusi may 6ng Lang.

Mugm mau son phan 6ng kia no,

Coi 16p can dai chu diém dang.

Tuy chdng ra chi nhung cling suéng:

Pa tling trgn mat lai phung mang!!

TU QUY

(Chuong Dan Thi Thoai, 1936, Hué,
tr. 12)
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Trong tap thi thoai ké trén, Phan
Khoi tién sinh noéi r6 rang bai tho nay
la tac gia lam ra co6t y dé chi trich ong
Nguyén Duy Hiéu khai binh Can Vuong
¢ Quang Nam, nhung Ong thudng “y
chtic quan ma lung lac ban dong su”. Biét
Ta Quy thi at Phan Khoi (Chuong Dan)
biét r6 hon tdi rdi, viéc dy khoéi phai ndi.
Viéc dang ndi 1a trong bai tho “Kép Hat
B6i”, t6i nhan ky rat c6 thé Ta Quy mugn
cG trach mat 6ng ban Nguyén Duy Hiéu,
nghia hi¢p c6 thiia, nhung con kém dtic
dod, quan td, luon thé Ta Quy lay ¢6 vinh
kép hat ma moéc 10 bon quan “nhay du”
thud 4y, tho lam dugc nhu vay méi dac
thé cho!

Cau nao cau nay an sat dé tai “Kép
Hat B6i, nhung ky trung ngudi bang
quan hiéu ngadm biét Ta Quy muon ndi
ai ntia kia. Nao! “Nhoé an hoc khong ra gi,
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16n theo Tay ta roi Tay phong chuc ciing
“ong kia 6ng no”. Nhiing buodi tiéc tung
dinh dam thi ng6i véch doc trén ba anh
huong chiic quen, suéng that, nhung sao
bi khi chau hau cac 6ng bung by, khum
ndm dudi bé kho coilam sao! Danh rang
“ong kiano” 1a bé ngoai, ché bé trong kho
che day cdi dot ctia chu diém dang van
phoi ranh ranh trudc mat moi ngudi.
Hoi thti con nit 1én ba né ciing biét bao
nhiéu dé la Ta Quy mo6 ta hinh dang bon
“nhay du” chu gi. Cau “Da tting trgn mat
lai phuing mang” mdi 1a chudi thién ha!
Sudng con ray qua!

Trong cac nhon vat sém ra ddi, cuc
cung lam quan cho Phap, ding ké la:
Toén Tho Tudong, Cai tong Du, Lanh binh
Huynh Cong Tan, tri pha Tran Ba Loc,
tri phtt Nguyén Trung Truc, tri huyén Do
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Httu Phuong, thong ngdn Joannes Liéu,
Paul Luong va Loan (theo 6ng Khuong
Viét, “Ton Tho Tuodng’, truong 60).

boi 6ng Ton Tho Tudng va tam su
ctia Ton, nha vdn Khuong Viét da viét
thanh sdch. Nhiing 6ng kia cling thoi
thé day dua, thém noi ra e “but day dong
rung’. Toi chi ghi lai day nhiing nhon vat
“ndy ltia”, nhung tam gidu tén...

1) Ong thit nhut xudt than “doi” roi
thang tri huyén, tri phu, roi lai vé huu
“ham Tong Boc”

Mo 6ng nay & tinh My Tho, ai di tau
gan téi xd san xudt cam ngon la thay
sting sting trudc dau doi ngay khuc nga
ba song hung diing. Ong 1a ngudi giti
dao Thién Chua, vi cam thu vua Tu Dtic
bat dao, nén sém ra giap Phap va lap rat
nhiéu cong 16n, nhung vé gia lai bi Phap
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bd roi. Ngoai Bac Ha c6 Hoang Cao
Khai, trong Nam la c6 6ng. Nhon vat
ndy da tliing cung v6i mot nhon vat nita
1a Nguyén Than, khét tiéng mién Trung,
ca hai dong tha vai tuong “danh bat Mai
Xuan Thudéng” vung Binh Dinh™. Linh
Phép va quan v Phdp danh ciing binh
Van Than cu nhay trét mot nam tréi ma
binh khong néi gidc. Nguoi Phap mudn
mua chudc nhon tam, nta cuong nta
nhu, khi chung khi thing va khong nd
xuong tay doc tha. Phap bat dugc dich
quan thi giam vao nguc that 1a cung.
Giam mai nguc thit day day ngudi yéu
nuéc, cho nén thét quan Phép phai vién
dén 6ng. Ong ra quan chi c6 méy théng
ma dep yén vung Thudn Khanh (Khanh
Hoa, Binh Thuén).

Ong 1 ngudi kho rdo dong dy, moi

74 Theo sach “L'Indonchine (Souvenirs) par Paul Doumer,
Vuibert et Nony, Paris, 1905, truong 162.
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mong, cip mit cé sat khi. Ong bét dugc
dich tha, nhut quyét khong cam tu va
chi chdt dau y quan linh: chém ngudi
nhu chém chudi, chém khong chtia con
do. Cac ong gia ba cd, nay nghe nhac tén
ong, déu thay lac dau. Chinh toan quyén
Paul Doumer da ha mot cau xac dang:
“Viéc 4y da biét du, c6 nhién la phai vay!
Néu mudn (nhon nghia) va ché chi con
ké hoach nao khdc, thi tha dting sai han
(Tran B4 L6c) cAm binh”...”

Ngay nay con nghe nhac dén nhiing
phuong phéap qua bao tan:

Dbé& do6i pho véi cac dich binh khong
khiing ra quy thuan va thuong 4n minh

noi tham sau cung cdc, cd mot cach tuyét

doi:

75 “Il fallaits’y attendre et ne pas lenvoyer si on voulait et si
on pouvait faire autrement” (UIndochine - Souvenirs par P.
Doumer - truong 60).
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Sai bat cha me vg con clia ngudi &y,
déng gdng cam ti. MOt mat bo cao trong
ngoai ky han bao nhiéu ngay, phai ra nap
mang. Bang khong thi:

— Cha, me, va vg, béu dau lam linh;

— Tré con thi bé vao long coi gia gao,
sai linh dung chay 16n quét nhu quét
nem!

— D6iv6i pham nhon tdi khong dang
chét, cd khi cling cho than nhon lanh vé.
Ma day la mot dau long khac ntia.

Tro choi 4c doc la bo ngudi dan 6ng
vao nép la ndp bang, moi ngudi mot ndp
may bit dau duoi, chi chtia mét 16 d€ lot
“bo do kin” ra ngoai, dan ba nao nhin
dugc “ctia riéng” thi lanh dugc chong vé!

Néron la bao quan tan nhan, Lé Ngoa
Tri€u cting bao chua xu danh, con chua
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nghi ra viéc nay!

C6é mot hom, ra dudng nghe mot
dda nhoé 1én nam, chudi cha mang me.
Sai bat dua tré, bod nhin ddi suot ngay, xé
chiéu sai linh dua cho tré mot chén com
canh va moét doi daa thu doi xua, mot
dau xanh mot dau do. bia nay thudng
dung dau doé va com, dau xanh chi dung
khi c6 tang. Dta nhé cam dia so ngay
ngan, dé dau dé xudng dudi, can théan.
Lén an: tudi tho ma da co tri khon. Pham
da khon thi khong phép mang chudi
ngudi sanh dé ra minh: Quét! Quét cho
tuyét nhiing thi phan cha phan me!

Chuyén khong dich xac, khong dam
chac c6 qua nhu vy chéing, chép ra day
nhu mot tai liéu budi tra du, khong quén
danh ddu héi that I16n (?) Dep xong giac,
dugc thang Tong Doc va dugc ban Dé
Tam Pang Bac P4u Boi Tinh (Comman-
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deur de la Légion d’'Honneur), nhung
chim d@ hét thi na treo dau tudng, Phap
ngan nén khong dung nta.

Nam 1899, toan quyén Doumer than
hanh ti Sai Gon d6 dudng xuong nha
tham, thi da gan mién, chi may thang
sau la nham mat. La ky 1a tréi trang day
“chon dung”. Ma chaylinh dinh may chuc
ngay dai, moéi blia ngd bo vat heo thét
trén ngan miéng an. Quan tai dit xuéng
huyét c6 linh tap bong sung chao, du mat
quan Lang Sa dy dam (Paul Doumer. -
Souvenirs, truong 59— 62).

Con trai dn hoc bén Phdp, vé lam
quan it 1au, cing khét tiéng nhu cha, bay
gio chg Sa Déc nha vuong lang Tan Quy
Dong con truyén tung cau lién: “Tan thi
My Thanh, chanh b6 Luc Na [Ten mét tham
bién Phap, khong 16 chanh ta viét ra sao.] cONg sang
tao,
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Quy dan lac lgi, Huynh dudng Tran
Ba Tho kinh dinh”

Co dich tap “Nhi Thap Td Hiéu” ra
Phép van va Qudc ngd. Sau ra lam hoi
dong quan hat (conseiller colonial), ddm
dn ddm noi, Doumer nhin nhan ngudi
Phap cling khong bi. Buon rau viéc tu, tu
tt bang sung luc.

2) Nhon vat thd hai (P66 Hiu
Phuong) ctia dat Sai Gon, la m¢t ham
Tong Doc co tén dat mot con dudng thi
td nhut tai Chg Lén.

Co tiéng la “hién” hon ong Kkia.
Nguoi nam thap, phdp phap, rau bac le
the, rau mép dé€ nganh tré vuot sap nhon
quét nhu cdp sling trau. Vé gia va don
dua tan khach Phap dai rugu sam banh
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(champagne), cho an banh Petit beurre
thi de Nantes chanh hiéu.

Nha don ntia Tay nta Ta, ndm can
dé luong thanh vong gé quy cham long
khéo 1éo, trudc nha cé san rong chung
toan cdy kiéng gbc (cdy thé), ngd mait
ra mot con kinh nay da lap. Doumer ta
hinh trang da viét mot cau ngd nghinh:
“Nguoi ong giong hét nha dng: ngoai bay
y phuc Pha Lang Sa, trong giti phong tuc
ban xu’®”.

Ngo6i nha nay nay da d&, dat thi ban
cho khéach Tau xdy nha choc troi lam tiuu
quan, cao lau va rap ciné. Chi chtia mot
khuynh dé lam noi tho phugng.

May chuc ndm vé trudc, cd bac con
thanh hanh, vua d6 bac, “Thay Sau Ngo”

76 1l ressemble a sa maison, ayant pris le costume francaise
pour ses relations extérieures et conservante les moeurs in-
digenes” P. Doumer Souvenirs.. truong 67).

Phdn thir sdu



Sai Gon ndm xwa | 443

nhiéu tién, mudén diy [am cho h6t me an
thua tc van. Nghi cho con chdu ran rat,
do dat thanh danh, ma tu dudng chua
day tiéng tho tuc, nudc bot va dom xanh,
c6 phai chdng la cdn qua?

Tiéng rang “hién’, la hién hon 6ng
kia, ché xét ra mot doi mau thuan: lay
mot ty du la doi véi Thu Khoa Huan. Che
chéd ciing y, dem vé nha dam bao va cap
dudng cling y, ma ro6i bat nap cho Tay
hanh hinh, cing y nét.

Xuat than ho trudng, biét chii Nho,
sém ra dau va lam tay sai dac luc cho
Phap.

Thué ay, ndi tiéng Tay, ba xi ba tu,
dau c6 “ngon lanh” nhu doi gid. Su ay co
nhién. Nhung c6 moét giai thoai nhu sau,
toi chép ra, nhung xin c6 bac dung hoi
nhiéu vi khong bao lanh dung sy thuc.
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Tuong truyén vao mot dip dau xuan,
dem dang cho mot quan Lang Sa qua Tét:
mot con dé xom bép m& kip dut 10 dém
giao thita. Quan hoéi: “Con gi? Ong cho
toi con gi d6?”

Quynh qua quén phut, khong nhé rd
“bouc” hay “chevre”, thoi thi ta hinh dang
noé ciing dugc: “Liy” “mém x06i xién” “da
na bap” “da na cét” (méme chose chien,
il y a barbe, il y a corne). Cau nay dung
nguyén van hay chang, t6i khong dam
chac. Diéu t6i dam chac la quan dut 1o
“dé x6m” dn ngon lanh va tu do6 cau kia
da d€ doi trd nén bat hu. Gan day trong
Nam con ua néi véi nhau thanh ngi
“mém x06i xién” dé thé ti ngi “dong mot
thé nhu nhau”
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Mot giai thoai niia:

Tét Nguyén Dan. Nha ay ra cau doi
cd treo gidi thuong. Cau doéi ra nhu vay:

“Dat Chg Lén cd nha ho D9,
D6 mot nha: “ngt phudc tam da’””

Khong biét qua that chang, vé sau c6
nguoi goi dén cau dap nhu vay, nhung
khong nhan thudng:

“Cu Lao Rong, ¢6 1 thang phung,
Phun mot la: “Ctiu trung’” bat nha”.

Co nhién khong ai ddm nhan minh
1a tac gid cau nay. Ngudi chép ra day cang
cdn than hon, khong cam doan ciu dy do
ai da hoc lai.

77 Mot nha hién dat: nam trai ddu cao quan 16n, ba gai chéng
sang trong.

78 Cli Lao Rong & tinh My Tho la binh vién phung cui. Trong
Nam, khong phan biét “phung” va “phun”
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3) Nhon vat thu ba, kich liét nhut
thoi, 13 HUYNH CONG TAN. Ngudi
tinh Go Cong, nay con thach tru trudc
chg béu danh. Ban dau chong Phap, sau
vé lang, dang 1é ra mat bang cach ban
gay xuong song 6ng Lanh binh Truong
Cong Dinh. Phap ghi cong cat nhac lén
Lanh Binh tan trao. Khi lam chung, 6ng
Ton Tho Tudng diéu:

“Phuic qudéi thi thang lai, oanh liét
hung tdm khinh nhut trich,

“Thinh danh ung bat ha, tic duong
cong luan phu thién thu”,

(Giau sang dy thoang qua, lung lay
hung tdm khinh mot ném,

Tiéng tim danh chang muc, ché
khen cong luan phu ngan nam).
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Con trai la Huynh Cong Miéng, du
hoc bén Phép, vé xu luc dau theo Phu
Tran Ba Loc, danh véi gidc “Van Théan”
ngoai Thuan Khanh. Sau nay nghi sao
khong rd6 ma khong nhan chitic gi, chi
ngao du dn xai theo buc cong th. Di khap
Luc Tinh, di dén dau, ua danh 16n bénh
vic ngudi mac nan, hét tién vé quan Tay
“mugn xai”. Quan né tinh ci 6ng cha,
hing trg gitp va dau pham phap ciing
khong bat tdi. Khi chét dugc doi nhac
tén trong “ve Cau Hai Miéng” v6i danh
ti ngd nghinh “luu linh mién ta”. Chi
ngay nay, ong gia ba ca gap ai hanh dong
ngang tang ma khong bi t6i, ua néi: “bod
thang d6 la luu linh mién t& hay sao ma!”

b6 1a nhiing nhon vat xuat than vo
bién. Con sau day la nhiing nhon vat biét
thita co hoi trd nén cy phu, hodc giit chi
thanh cao cam tam lam hoc gia suot doi,
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tuy ngheo nhung trong sach va dugc
kinh mén.

4) TRAN NGUON VI

Nguoi tinh Long Xuyén, Bat Phidm
cuiu trao, tuc danh “Ong Hap” Sang triéu
Phép, thing lan Ddc phu su. S& di ghi
tén lai day vi la than sanh vi trang su dau
tién nudc Nam. Tran Nguon Hanh, da
ting day Han hoc Trudng Ngon Ngi
bong Phuong (Ecole des languages Ori-
entales), va vi ¢6 nha trén dudng Tran
Hung Dao can nha 6ng Ton Tho Tudng
¢ mé song dudng Cau Kho.
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5) TRUONG VINH KY, ty SI TAI
TRUONG MINH KY, ty THE TAI

HUYNH TINH CUA, tu TINH
TRAL

Pay la ba nha hoc gia trong Nam,
ti€u st nhiéu noi da ghi r6 rang nén

khong chép lai.

Ong Si Téi nha & chd nén nha ba
Doc phu Phai, dudng Tran Hung Dao,
noi day la xudng day cat may cat y phuc
Au Tay (trai Yén Thé).

Ong Thé Tai, dong doi 6ng Truong
Minh Giang, 1a ngudi tling cam binh oai
tran xu Cao Mién, nha & duong Poan
Thi Diém, con chdu con ran rat.

Ong Tinh Trai, ngudi Phudc Tuy (Ba
Ria), xuat than thong ngon chii La Tinh,
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c6 nhd 6ng Ton Tho Tudng chi biéu
thém chi Nho, tac gia bo Pai Nam Quoc
Am Ty Vi, nay con hitu dung, nha trén
xom Tan Dinh?”.

Ba 6ng minh tri€t bao than, gan bun
chang nhuém mui bun, khong ham “duc
nudéc béo co” nhu ai, chi say dao ly va
hoc hoi, song dat Tao ma long giti Han,
thac khong tiéng nho, thay dé ma muing
tham nudc nha nhiing con ba dao song
gi6 con hiém ngudi xting danh hoc tro
ctia Khong.

Nghi cho tay dao tay sung lam nén
su nghiép nhu nhiing nha kia, nhung
khi nham mat, sy nghiép hoen 6 lun bai,
sao bang mot ngoi but, mdt nghién muc,
su nghiép van chuong trudng ctiu ctia ba

79 Ngay ler Avril 1961, cu Truong Vinh Tong goi dién thoai,
khen tac gia viét “vui” va cho biét nha 6ng Huynh Tinh Cua
xua 6 x6m Cau Kho, khi nhé cy thuong theo than sinh 1a cu
Truong Vinh Ky dén nha nay nén nhé ré. (V.H.S.)
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ong tién boi nay mdi that quy va thom.

6) Sai Gon c6 bon nha giau goc:
nhtit Si, nhi Phuong, tam Xudng, tu
Dinh. Nhut Sila 6ng Lé Phat Dat. Ngudi
Cau Kho, thué nhé tén Si. Nhon qua
hoc La Tinh & Cu Lao Pénang gép thay
day trung tén nén doi lai la Dat. Tuy vay
doi van quen goi theo tén ct (Nha Tho
Huyén Si).

Xuat than thong ngon chi La Tinh.
(Thoi ay, dao tao nhon vién thong thao
chii va tiéng Phap chua kip, nén phai
dung ngudi ¢ trudng Nha Dong ra, hoc
chit La Tinh, chti Hén, va chti Quéc Ngit
do trudng Pénang (c6 luu got cii cua Ba
Pa Loc) do cac thiy tu day va diéu khién).
Ong lam viéc nhiéu nidm tai tinh Tan An.
Tuong truyén budi dau, Tay mdéi qua,
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dan cu tdn mac, Phdp phdt mai rudng
dat vo thuia nhén, gia ban ré mat ma van
khong c6 ngudi dau gia®. Thé roi, ép nai
ong, 6ng bat dac di phai chay bac mua
liéu, nao ngd van do, rudng tring mua

80 Dat Sai Gon ngay nay moéi thudc vuong, chd dia thé tét
gid trén hai ngan bac cling la thudng su. Khong bi nhiing
ndm xua, moi thudc mot hai dong bac, nam ba 6ng hao, ma
khong c6 tién mua sam. Con noéi gi hoi Tay qua, nghe ndi lai,
nhiing cht ctt déu dong he bo dat, khong nhin nhéan, vi nhan
e ndi quan va triéu dinh Hué khép t6i theo chanh phu Phap.
Va lai, cling u6c ao mot ngay kia Téy bai tran ruat lui, chiing
do ai vé cho ndy, hdp top lam chi cho mang t6i... Khong de
bédi dat khong ai nhin, nén Phéap 1ap Hoi Dong Thanh Pho,
Uy Ban Dién Thé, roi dua nhau di khim xét tiing viing. Dén
chd nao dia thé tét, thi nhiing hoi vién ban xt nhén la cta
minh: “Uy” (Oui) mot tiéng! Dén chd nao né dia thi lic dau,
tiép theo noéi “No” (“non’, cing moét tiéng! Chung quy chi
hoc hai tiéng “Uy”, “No” ma c6 6ng lap nghiép truyén td luu
ton. Nam trudc tai Sa Déc, t6i hdu chuyén mat buc lao thanh,
6ng Pht Tan Ham Ninh, nay di qua vang. Ong tiing ngdi
chtt quan hat Go Cong. Ong néi: “Tran bao nim Gidp Thin
(1904) xay ra ngay 1 thang 5, gi6 th6i manh tu 10g sang dén
10g dém, nudc lut nguai troi, dit Go Cong bd hoang vo s6
ké. Mic tinh ai du can ddm chiu ra mat déng thué thilam cht
chanh thic” Tuy vay, 6ng Phu ti€p, ma c6 ai thém déu. Hoc
chilo vét thay ma 1ot vong vang dn s6t déo con hon tham dat
rudng, rui thoi khong tién dong thué mac ng & tu kho than
ich gi”
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lién ti€p may nam lién, 6ng tré nén giau
ha. Trong nha, cd treo cau doi day doi:

“Can di kiém, tri gia thuong sach,
“Nhan nhi hoa, xti thé luong d6.”

Khi ti tran, xdc chdén gitta Thanh
buong Cho Dai*, do 6ng xuit tién -
trén ba muoi muon bac, bac thaéi &y - va
hién dat xay nén.

Nhi Phuong - Ttic D6 Hitu Phuong
Cho Lén. Pa ndi roi noi doan trudc. Su
nghiép tré nén do s¢ nhit nhi trong xd,
phan 16n do tay phu nhon Tran thi gay
dung. Ba gidi tai ddm dang noéi trg, mot
tay quan xuyén trong ngoai, lam ctia dé
thém ra mai, lai dugc trudng tho, mat
sau chong.

Tam Xudng - Tuc danh “H¢ Xuong’,

81 Tuc danh “Nha Tho Huyén S1”
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tén thiét 1a Tudng Quan, ty “Phudc Trai’,
gdc ngudi Minh Huong. Thong ngdn
xudt than. S6m sém xin thoi, ralanh thau
cung cap vat dung thtic dn cho thi xa.
Nho khéo tay thém phung thdi, cd phu
khong may hoi. Con nha thap ndm can
ntia xua ntia nay toa lac dudng Khong
Tu. Vong rao sat trudc ngd chiling rang
mat tién ngo ra kinh co 1€ trudc kia cao
rdo, nay kinh da lap, thé vao day la mot
con dudng cai, thém 16 boi dat cao hon
san nha, thanh tht san nhu sau xuong va
vuong nha da thap nay lai cang lup xup.

Cht nha mat da lau.gia tai kéch xu,
con cdi nhiéu dong, phan dn chia chua
xong.

TG Pinh 13 HO Pinh - Lam Ho
trudng, ho Tran (?) Nha & khodng gitia
dudng Tran Thanh Can, gan doc cau Pa-
likao mdét dau va chg Quach Dam mot
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dau. Ngoi nha nam can trét cham tr6
that khéo, cdt cdm lai bong ngsi ngd thay
mat; trong nha vat dung tu khi ti cai ban,
cai ghé, cdi don sanh déu co vé ci xua.
May nam trudc chinh mat t6i con thay
lau lau viing chac tuy khuynh vudn san
trugc da bi cat xén sat mat tién nhudng
cho lam thém va dudng cai nay mé rong
nén lap kinh. Gan day, vi dat chg cao gia
nén tuy nha lap lam phan huong héa ma
con chau da ban va d& di. Thay vao dé
1a mot day pho lau tiém budn khach tru.
Phan hoa 1gi tuy c6 thém, nhung thiét
hai phan c6 tich tu day va ct theo da
nay, do thanh Sai Gon ngay mot mat dan
nhiing dau vét xua.

Sau day, toi xin lya va ké tiép vai
nhon vat ban x@ co tanh cach that dién
hinh, d€ r6i bat qua khao vé nhon vat
ngoai qudc, ché tu xét khong du tai va
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cling khong tién trong moét tap nho khao
ve Sai Gon, ma liét ké cho day dt nhiing
nguoi ct ctia ban x& Sai Gon xua, mot
1€ 1a nhu thé cong viéc sé ruém ra mat
hing thua, 1é khac la lam lac hudéng tap
khéo ctiu nay™.

Nhon vét dién hinh, theo t6i, tudng
nén ké so quy ong:

— Mot nhon vat dai dién nhom tri
thic, ong Diép Van Cuong. - Ba nhon
vat dai dién nhém kinh doanh thuong
mai va ky nghé: Dinh Thai Son, Nguyén
Vin Cua, Nguyén Vin Viét.

— Cac nha van va nha bdo dac sac.

82 B6 “Diéu C6 Ha Kim” ctia Nguyén Lién Phong soan
ndm 1915, c6 chia ra phan nhtt “di€éu” nhiing danh nhon
qua vang, phan nhi “khanh ha” nhiing nhon vét duong thoi
(1915). Tac gia c6 y kién rat sé6m va lam viéc suu tam nay véi
rat nhiéu trd ngai. Nhon vat dugc néu tén rat sut se c6 khi vi
hiéu 14m khong khiing cho phép, thanh thii con thiéu sét khd
nhiéu. Day la mét b sach it ai gitt dugc va tré nén mot suu
tap phdm hiém c6 cta nhiing ngudi chai sach.
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— Mot vai than hao c¢6 tiéng tam.

7) Dai dién dién hinh nhém tri thtc
la 6ng Diép Van Cuong®, tu Tho Son,
vé sau thay ky tén cdc sach xuat ban lay
hiéu “Yén Sa” vi 6ng qué quan lang An
Nhon (Gia Dinh). Thud nho tan can khé
s&, nhung hoc hay. S6m do bang trung
hoc, chanh phu Phap cip hoc bdng cho
sang Phap hoc tap thém, do tua tai doi, tro
vé day trudng Chasseloup-Laubat, tuc
danh “Trudng Bon qudc”. Toan quyén
Paul Bert mén tai dua ra giap viéc ngoai

83 Tiéng tam liing 1ay ma 6ng chi d€lai c6 vai tac phdm thudc
loai sach hiém co: 1. Syllabaire quoc ngii (sach van qudc ngit)
par Diép Van Cuong interpréte du Gouvernment — Saigon,
Phat Toan, 55-57 rue d'Ormay, Juin 1909 / 2. Recueil de mo-
rale annamite par Yén Sa Diép Van Cuong.Saigon. Imprim-
erie de I'Union, 157 rue Catinat, 1917. / 3. Tap phong hda
dich ra quoc ngii (nhung t6i khong thdy ban). Nam 1966,
nhon dip ra Hué, mot dng ban chi cho t6i xem nén nha cti
cua Di¢p Vin Cuong & Gia Hoi va goi cu la “chong ctia Mé
Kim” V.H.S.
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Bac Ky va Trung Ky. Blic Dong Khanh
chon lam thay, day vua hoc. Mot ba cong
chua, con dtic Thoai Thai Vuong Hong
Y, dé mat xanh va ha sanh 6ng Diép Vian
Ky. (Diép Van Ky la mot nha bdo ky cyu
trong Nam, do cti nhon Phép, dam éan
dam noi, sau theo Nhut va chét khong
tén tuoi, tiéc thay.) Vua Thanh Thai ndi
ngoi cho 6ng vé Nam. Vé day 6ng lam
Dau Phong Phién Dich nhiéu nam vi dng
c6 Phap tich, thém lau thong Hén tu, van
phép ctia 6ng khoi noi, dsi ay la soO mot!
Gan tu6i vé huu, 6ng trd lai day St hoc
va Viét van trudng Chasseloup-Laubat
nhu trugc. Ké viét bai nay khi con hoc
16p dudi, da tiing ding nghe l6m ngoai
ctia va an han khong dugc tho gido cung
ong. Khoang ndm 1919, day st hoc, 6ng
lay St Dién Ca Lé Ngoc Cat ra binh chu,
day Viét Van 6ng da biét dem nhiing
doan xuat sac trong Kiéu, Luc Van Tién,
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va Chinh Phu Ngam ra gidi thich ciling
1a méi la. Ngudi 6ng nam thap hung vi,
lich duyét Bac Nam, 6ng ngam thi sang
sang, ndi tiéng Tay rat “gion’, binh sanh
s& thich hat boi, roi chau bong bay rat
muc phong luu, tuong hat nam long, c6
dao anh kép phuc sat dat! Van hat ong
rudc luon dao dé ca y phuc va 4o mao vé
nha hat lai 6ng thudng thtic riéng.

Tanh tinh cling coi, thang thin, quen
viéc xung ho choén triéu do. Hoc tro rac
rac phai goi “Quan Lén”, nhung thud ay
khong lay d6 lam chudng tai. Nuc cuoi
nhiing si ti trudng T. qua du thi bang
thanh chung gap ong gidm khao, ching
goi Diép tién sanh bang “6ng’, tién sanh
cudi gan: “Vé hdi cha may dam goi tao
bang “Ong” hay chang, ha huéng la may?”
Tuy vay 6ng khong tiéu tam va hoc tro
trudng la dap tring, 6ng cho diém tot
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buc. Dugc chd hay la thuong thich kiém
chuyén giy g6 v6i ngudi da trang, lay do
lam sung sudéng, va ludn luon cti xt dich
thé v4i quan “mau qudc’, khong nhin
budc nao. Tay ta déu ngan va lanh 6ng vi
s¢ ong lam mat mat.

8) Ba dai dién thuong mai, an loat,
khuéch truong kinh té thi ddc sic nhat
la co:

- Dinh Théi Son: Ong géc ngudi
Nghé An vao Nam thud nhé. Cha me
theo dao Thién Chtia da nhiéu doi. Ong
xudt than hoc nghé dong sach tai nha in
Thanh duong ho Tan Dinh. Ong nhd 6ng
Truong Vinh Ky thuong nén xin gitim
cho lanh dong sach ctia Kho Sach chanh
phu. Vi 6ng Cau Todn ga con gai cho, vé
sau nhé on, 14p nha in va ban sach, sua
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xe “mdy’, stiia sung, sta den manchon,
lai cling lanh mua gitm nhiing moén
hang Sai Gon cho than chu & Luc Tinh,
g6i hang theo Nha Day Thép bang cach
lanh héda giao ngdn méi mé dan ta chua
may nguoi biét st dung. Nha sach “Phat
Toan” & dudng d’'Ormay, vé sau Ong
nhudng cho ban la dng Joseph Nguyén
Van Viét, ngay nay con phat dat va &y
chd cii. Binh Thai Son tach ra hun vén
v6i 6ng Lé Phat An, c6 6ng Lé Van Nghi
lam dai dién, m& ba cin “An Tho Cudc”
tai dudng Catinat s6 157 va dich hai chi
“Dong Hié¢p” ra tiéng Phap lay hiéu “Im-
primerie de I'Union”,

Vé sau, nha in “de 'Union” sang tén
cho 6ng Nguyén Vin Cua, tling dudi lam
nha sach, trén lau cho muén phong ngu.
Sau r6t nha in “de 'Union” tii 157 dudng
Catinat, d6i qua nha mdéi tao & gan
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trudng hoc Taberd, ngd mdt qua hong
S& Buu Dién Chanh. Nay da doi lam nha
budn ngoai quoc.

- Nguyén Van Viét - Ong Jh. Viét
budc vao thuong trudng cong nghé tu
ndm 1900. K& d6 6ng no6i nghi¢p Ong
Dinh Thdi Son, in truyén déng sach, can
cu nhiéu nam gay dung su nghiép 16n dé
lai cho con chau tiép tuc cho dén ngay
ray.

— Nguyén Van Cta - Thud nho kiém
can khd s&. Tting nghe néi lai rang luc du
tho, 6ng khong ngan ngai xach den 1ong
theo chi di ban rong dém khuya mdéi du
song, co cuc vo ngan. Thé ma may chuc
ndm sau ai ai ciing biét danh 6ng. Mot
ddc sac niia la cho dén ngay ty tran ong
chilam “Ong Huyén Clia” (tudc Ham) va
dao tao rat nhiéu Phu va Doc Phta danh
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du. Ong 1a than sinh tuéng Nguyén Vin
Xuan (trao Bao Dai).

9) Nay ké qua cac nha van, nha bao
ky cdu nhtt trong Nam, nhé vi nao thi
viét ra day, khong nhut dinh sap theo
tham nién cung thu ty, thi dai khai thud
ay co:

— Gia DPinh Bao la xua hon ca. Ra
doi 1 thang 4 ndm 1865 dudi su diéu kh-
ién cta 6ng Ernest Potteaux, qua dén 16
thang 9 nam 1869 giao vé 6ng Truong
Vinh Ky, 6ng la t6 nghé bao qudc vén ta
vay. Ngo hon hét la trong cai 6 chua doi
chit ky cua ngudi quan ly, thué ay khong
dich “gérant” la “quan ly” ma viét 1a “ké
lam nhut trinh”

— Phan Yén Bédo do Diép Van Cuong
bién tap.
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- Nong C6 Min Dam, ra doi ndm
1901. Luong Khac Ninh ty Da Thuc
lam chu buat, roi 1an lugt dén Gilbert
Tran Chanh Chiéu, Tan Chau Nguyén
Chanh Sat, Nguyén Vién Kiéu but tu Lao
Ngac, Nguyén Dong Try, Lé Van Trung,
Nguyén Thanh Phuong phu but, v.v...

— N Giéi Chung cta ba Suong
Nguyét Anh, con gai D6 Chiéu, sau vé
tay Nguyén Thanh Ut lam cha but.

— Thong Loai Khéa Trinh (Miscel-
lanées) cua 6ng Truong Vinh Ky (1888-
1889), chuyén vé€ suu tap cdc ang vdn
Nom xua;( sau ddi tén lai 1a “Su Loai
Thong Khao”).

— Nhut Bao Tinh.

— Nam Trung Nhuc Bdo ctia Nguyén
Tu Thuc, chu but; Lé Sum, phu but. -
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bong Phap Thoi Bédo, trude chu but la
Nguyén Kim Pinh, sau giao vé Diép Van
Ky, (con cu Diép Van Cuong), it lau doi
lam t& Than Chung, dudi su cdng tac dac
luc ctia nhom Nguyén Vian B4, gido su
xudt than trudng Su Pham Ha Néi, Tan
ba Nguyén Khac Hiéu, Pao Trinh Nht,
Tran Huy Liéu, Phan Khoi, v.v...

— Cong Ludn Bao cua Nguyén Kim
Dinh.

— Phu N Tan Van cua Nguyén Dtic
Nhuin va nhém Phan Khoi. R6i dén
nhiing nao Trung Lap Bdo (Phi Van
Tran Van Chim); Nhat Tan Bao 1926
(Cao Hai Dé€); Su Pham Hoc Khoa (nha
in Nguyén Van Cua); Trong Khué Phong
(Lé Thanh Tudng 1934, chu but: Luong
binh Thiéu) v.v...

Ngoai cac tay viét bdo, con nhiing
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ong tuc nho 4n si, ké chuyén tam dich
truyén Tau, nguoi soan tiéu thuyét; Tran
Phong Sac ty Bang Huy, Nguyén Chanh
Sat, Nguyén An Khuong (thin phu
Nguyén An Ninh), Nguyén An Cu (thtc
phu Nguyén An Ninh, ciing mot tay hét
thudc c6 danh), Nguyén Vién Kiéu tu
Lao Ngac, Nguyén Thanh Phuong (nguoi
Tra Vinh), Lé Hodng Muu tu Mdéng Hué
Liu, Nguyén Thanh Uc, Lé Sum tya
Truong Mau, v.v... Nhiing ngudi nay
ua tyu goc dudng Thu Khoa Hudn, tai
nha hang Ctiu Long Giang (Phdp goi la
Hotel du Mékong) hodc tai khach san
Nam Hong Phat trén con dudng Lé Loi.
Coc ap xanh hai cac bac, biia com Tay vi
veo bén moén tdm cac, rugu tinh riéng
(vin mousseaux hiéu Veuve Amiot chi
c6 chin cac mdt chai 16n). Nguyén An
Khuong c6 nha trén Hoc Mon, dung lap
tiém Chiéu Nam Lau, tiing dudi Co cta
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Nguyén An Ninh ding cit may 4o dai,
ting trén chua khach dén ta tuc, phan
dong la hdi vién kin ctia nhdm “Ddng
Kinh Nghia Thuc” va phe Cuong DE.
Thud chung téi méi chon uét chon rdo
1én Sai Gon khoang ndm 1919, con thay
moi chiéu dang mdt ngudi dan ba trong
tudi, dong day dé coi, diing trong pho sai
tré, hodc ngdi trén sip van cat cat may
may. Hoi ra mé&i biét dugc day la c6 rudt
ctia Nguyén An Ninh. Nay ba da vui choi
tién canh, nha phé ba &, nhé mai mai thi
mot day véi cac tiém Cha ban vai, 16i
rap chép bong Nguyén Hué hién thoi.
Tiéc thay cho nay khong dugc ky niém
lai bang mot tAm “lac” cdm thach dé doi,
guong mot tiét phu biét i quoc thuong
noi, tdm “lac” khong can dai dong, mién
viét, “Day la cho cii tiém Chiéu Nam
Lau tiing chta nhém Dong Kinh Nghia
Thuc” (19...19), tudng nhu vay ciing da!
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10) Nhiing Nguoi Loi Lac, viugt muc
quan chung trong vai giéi khac la hon
thudng.

Ba Luu Thi Ngoan, tuc danh “Co Ba
Ngoan’, lam chtt mdt ganh hat bdi, dao
tao nhiéu dao kép nay con dé tiéng nhac
doi (dao Nam Nho, dau cua ba, hat diing
cdp véi kép Hai Thang (sau nay la Bau
Thang) thi khong ai bi kip. Pong thoi
con kép Sau At xuét sic vai Dy Nhuong
va vai Quan Cong, kép Cang gidi vai
Truong Phi, déu la dao kép hiu hang,
khong kém cac dao kép bBao Bon, bao
Chung, 6ng Tu Nhut, 16p trudc.

Chg Lén cé ba Tam Doi, quen goi
“Co Tam” cling cht ganh hat boi hiu
danh, khong sut ganh “C6 Ba Ngoan,
thém co rap hat riéng, sy nghiép do sg,
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nha lau, vudn cao su, hét xoan ca 6, khi
ba nham mat, su nghiép cling tiéu tan
theo gio.

Pudng H6 Van Nga choé rap chép
bong Rex, xua c¢d 6ng Ninh dung rap hat
boi tai day. Tén 6ng la Luong Khac Ninh,
ty Da Thuac, viia nha vén, soan tuong,
viét bdo, viia lam bau ganh hat, viia kem
chtc nghi vién quén hat, nén 6ng duogc
tdng nhiéu chdc hiéu: Bau Ninh, Hoi
bong Ninh, cling mot ngudi.

Trong giéi hué khoi, nghe nhac lai,
trudc kia, hoi Tay méi dén, c6 Co Ba, con
gai thay thong Chénh, la dep khong ai bi;
dep tunhién, khong rang gia, khong nguic
keo su nhon tao, toc dai cham got, béi
ba vong mét ngon, muédt mugt va thom
phtc dau dtia méi thang, dep khong vi
son phan gia tao, dep dén ndi nha nudc
in hinh vao con tem nha Tho Day Thép
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(Buu bién), va mdt hiéu buon xa bong
xin phép hoa hinh lam mau rao hang: xa
bong “Co Ba”: muodn biét danh tiéng buc
nao xin rang tim cdc ba c¢d 1900 hoi lai!

L6i ndm 1923 dén 1935, c¢6 cac co Ba
Tra, Tu Nhi, Sdu Huong, Hai Thoi, v.v...
dua nhau ban dang thuyén quyén, bao
hai Bach Coéng Tt, Hac Cong Tt, Cong
Tt Bac Liéu, Cong Tu Cau Ngang (Tra
Vinh) kinh nhau pha nha ctia cha me dé
lai. (Ong cha céc cau, ké giau rudng “co
bay thdng cdnh”, ngudi giau nhd rudng
muoi miét Bac Liéu, (mot ngay nang tot
hué lgi dén nam ngan dong bac, bac thai
ay, nhu choi).

Chiéu chiéu cac c6 lugn dao trén
cac dudng pho, hét Chg Bén Thanh dén
Catinat, xe Delage mui tran, tai xé van
y phuc nha cé dau hiéu, hay xe Hoa Ky
“cat chi” méi trong hang 14y ra buoi sém.
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Cdc c0 thi dua trén dudng nhua, lén Thua
Puic an nem hodc dén tim sudi Xuan
Truong. Cac cdu khong san xe, cac thay
phong luu, 6ng com mi bot “choi boi”
cling khong chiju sat nudc “an xai” cta
cac cong tu mai trang. Xe song ma chay
mat, moi gio hai dong bac xe 16-ca-xdng
mot cude Sai Gon Thu Diic dau thang la
nam dong, cudi thang can xu maéi moc
ba dong cling dugc! Téi lai dudi bong
den, cac co nhu buém té tuu di mat canh
song bai song me, hodc ndm ba gady mam
hut c6 don ca giup vui, bdo hai cac cau
con chu dién muén 1én mat véi chi em
danh phai tron v€ ban laa vay bac Cha,
c6 cam su nghiép ong ba dé lai.

Nam Quy Stiu (1913) ¢6 vu Phan
Phat Sanh lam “Cach Mang”. Phan Sat
Sanh tu Lac, nam 4y, viia hai muoi tudi,
con ctia Phan Nui lam Canh Sat trong
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Chg Lén. Lac nho khéng ham én hoc,
16n lam boi cho Tay, bong xung Phan
Xich Long, tu cho minh la “Déng Cung’,
con vua Ham Nghi, sam mao va day dai
vang, tu ton lam “Hoang D¢, lap dang
kin, ché tao lyu dan trai pha, in trat dan
khap chg Sai Gon, Chg Lén, Binh Ty,
kéu goi dan ndi day chong Phap. Viéc
lam nhu gia ngd (gid bd), chua chi da lau
su, bat bé lung tung.

Phan Xich Long bi co Tay bat tai
Phan Thiét, cong giadi vé Sai Gon. Dong
dang, ca thay bi bat mdt tram mudi mot
ngudi, dem ra Toa Ao Do xi ti mong
nim dén mudi hai thang mudi mot
duong lich 1913, tha bong naim muoi
bon ngudi, kéu an nam muaci bay ngudi,
nang hon hét 1a an chung than kho sai
sau ngudi: Phan Xich Long, Nguyén Tri,
va Nguyén Hiép, an hién dién. Con ba
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ngudi Nguyén Mang, Truong Phudc, va
Nguyén Ngo tron thoat khong bat dugc,
bi an khiém dién. Ba ngudi nay bi giam
Kham Lén Sai Gon, lam chan dong gidi
giang ho ma thugng.

Qua nam Binh Thin (1916), gita
tran Au Chéu dai chién 1914-1918 bén
troi Tay, Tay thua xiéng liéng thi dém
muoi hai thang giéng am lich, dang kin
“Thién Dia H6i” t6 chiic cudc kham pha
dinh ctiu cac “dai ca” ra khdi vong lao ly.
Ban dau rat nhiéu thuyén ghe nhé tu xu
dén dau chen nhau duédi gam cau méng
Khanh Ho¢i, dén ba gid khuya la khai su.
Dudi khau hiéu “dai ca’, cac dong dang
thay déu uong buia, c6 mang phu chu, tay
cam guom mac, kéo 1én Kham Lén Sai
Gon. Dao ndi chuyén véi sung lam sao
lai, bua chua chong dan chi c¢é hiéu luc
trong tri 6¢c ngudi mé tin. Su thuc thi hai
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nguoi bi ban chét tai ctta Kham Lén, bén
nguoi bi rugt theo ban nga tai Xom Dau
trong Chg Lén. Dong dang, bat cu dan
ong dan ba ai mac 4o den quan trang,
budi sdng 4y va 14n quian xém tinh nghi
la bi bat nhét kham va dem ra xt & Toa
DPai Hinh. Két cu¢c: ba muoi tdam ngudi
bi xU tu tai Dong Tap Tran va ban ngay
hai muoi thang hai nam 1916; mudi ba
ngudi bi xti ban ngay mudi sau thang
ba nam 1916, k& luén hai ngusi dém
pha kham tt chién tai tran tién va bon
ngudi bi ha sat tai Xém Dau, thi cudc
pha kham 1916 da khién nam mudi bay
vi “anh huing” tén ghi vao sti nhung thay
thi bi chon vui “bat Thanh Cha” dudng
Hién Vuong, cho dén mdi day nghia dia
nay bi ban phd ra binh dia xay x6m nha
anh em lao dong tai x¢€, do thanh, m6 ma
xiéu lac mat tich luon, nhung danh thom
con mai trong tri 6c ngudi yéu nudc.
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Gidi nguoi bat dac chi trd sanh nghé
la thi trudc cé Tu Mat, sau cé Thay Sau
Ng.

Tu Mat, tén thiét la Nguyén Van
Trudc, sanh tién cé lap mot tiém hét tdc,
s6 nha 200 dudng Thuy Binh cii (nay
dudng Dong Khanh), lay hi¢u 1a “Nam
Htu Mai”

Ngay muéGi bon thing ndm nam
1915, Toa dem Tu Mat ra xt, ké lai lich
Tu Mat c6 dén ba vg, déu phuc su “Anh
Tu” hét long, va vo s0 anh em. Toa khép
Tu Mat vao t0i “gia nhap hoi kin am trg
Cuong D€, kéu an lay chiing, ky trung
Tu Mat bat chu6c theo Pon Hung Tin
trong truyén “Thuyét Dudng”: pham
trong ddm du con dda nao da chiu lam
em nudi cua “Dai Ca Tu Mat” thi Dai Ca
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khong khi nao bo, “hoan nan tuong cuu,
sanh bat tti ly”, khong tién thi Dai Ca cho
tién, khong 4o, Dai Ca cho do, tham chi
khi bi tu rac thi c6 ngudi nuodi én va cung
cap thuoc, banh. Nhung khi nao Dai Ca
can dung ra linh thi phai tuan hanh, chét
song khong ké thén, sai biéu chém ai, giét
ai 1a chém bat luan ba con than thich.

Tu Mat di dén tinh nao xi nao la
em Ut ran ran, dda theo tng ho, dua
dén trinh dién bai nghinh Dai Ca. Tu
Mat budc vao quan nudc nao thi nguoi
khac hdi nén lui chan, hang em 1t tha ho
goi banh goi mi vi da c6 Dai Ca bao tra.
Nhung phai nhé “dn ctia anh Tu thi sau
nay cd viéc ché khad so do cing anh Tu”!

Linh trang kiéng dé né€ mat, cod bot
miéng ngam sdp cling lam lo. Linh sai na
troc da ra ma tim khong cé ai dam ra tay
sanh cam Tu Mat: khong khéo c6 ngay
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mang theo, dn dao cua hang em ut anh
Tu. Tuy vay hét hoi vinh quang dén hoi
xudng doc. V€ sau Tu Mat an nan vao
chua “Gidc LAm” Chg Lén 1an chudi bd
dé tung kinh sam hai.

Thay Sau Ng. thi khac. Thay mua
Phap tich, 14y tén Tayla Paul D. dé rti thoi
x0 kham thi dugc dai hang dac biét, liét
hang pham nhon Au tich. V& sau cham
phadi vién chudng ly Lafrique, Paul D. bi
thau chic dan Tay. Thay lam nghé chua
cd bac khap vung Sai Gon Chg Lén, cao
lau khéach san phai nhé Thay Sdu “ung
hd” thi méi mong hot me x6 dé khong bi
bat hoac bi boi pha dam giut tién. Thay
Sau to chtic ratla chu ddo. Moi tuan, thay
sai nguoi than tin dem bao tholo 16t trao
tay dén tan nha. Cd dém mot tuan nhut
“choi” may ngay la trd “tién xup” may
biia. Bia nao khong choi dugc thi goi
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C \ N A ) o« X 2 o« A
ngay ay hoi’, mién tra tién.

Tra tu trén xuong dudi va tra ti dudi
1én trén, 6ng x€p, 6ng chl sy phong, 6ng
thong, ong ky, thay doi chay giay, chu cai
gac duong, anh linh tay tron ciing “am
tién” thay Sau, nén moi khi c6 linh trén
dua xudng day di “bat bai thay Sau chua”
thi Thay da hay trudc, hay gap may lan:
hay bang 6ng x€p bdo tin, hay bang doi,
cai, bép, linh, mdi ngudi nam dugc gidy
“mat linh” 1a lat dat gé ctia “nha ngudi
ngodi khong chia ctia” dé gidi tin sot déo.

Gilia cac ngudi tho ctia hoi va thay
Sau, con mot anh 1gi hai la tén cGi xe dap
chd bao tho di phat tting nha. Mo6i tuan
anh chédn lan “lay 1én*” ctia moi 6ng
chut it, ma nao ai hay biét, c6 biét chang

la nhiing tay hét cai song me vi thay anh
84 Thanh ngti “lay 1én” nghe la tai va da c6 nguoi lam véi “lay
1én”; nhung “ldy 1én” c6 nghia riéng ctia nd, tic chan lan an
x6t, an bét, an xén 16p trén mat. V.H.S.
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ta van c6 tién cing moi ngay ma khong
hay han. Thay Sau van nghi nhung van
ép long dung dia t6 bat luong nhung
tinh xdo, cac ong van biét, biét minh bi
“trut lop®” mdi tuan hay it bita mot doi
tuan bi mdt lan, nhung biét thi biét vay
ché mi¢éng nao kéu ma kéu vdéi ai?

Nhac dén Lafrique 1a nhé dén ong
chudng ly mat sat “Thiét dién vo tu”, giGi
bét luong déu ngan va kiéng sg. Thé ma
c6 mot lan ho La van bi qua mat cai vu
ma khong hay biét, va bi mdt quan Viét
ban dung khong ngd. Su ¢é nhu vay:

Thay Sau bi ho La bat bé tdi chtia
me cho vao tu médt luc; lac kham duogc
ra roi, Thay treo gidi thudng: “ai gidi tai
85 “Trut lop” hay “d6 lop” nghia den 1a 14y, trat d6 ca trong
lop ra. (Trong Nam, lop la d6 dung bat ca duom bang tre,
giong cai bong, hai dau dat hai cai toi (hom), ca chui vao tré
ra khong didng.) Nghia bong “trut lop” 1a an chén, bét ca trom
trude clia ngudi. Hudng nude nhiit cuc cung clia nguoi ta
ciing 1a “trat lop”!
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cam do cho ca an céu, cho ho La dé Thay
tu do choi it lau, thi Thay dén on ngudi
ay: tién thudng mdat mudi ngan dong bac
16n, riéng moi ngay mién “choi tha ctia
khong ai bat” la ¢6 tién xap rac rac mot
tram dong ngay ay, nguyén khong sai
16i. (Thuo do, thong doc Nam Ky luong
chua dén ba ngan bac). Va c6 moét thong
doc ting phan bi dn it hon vién co xép
Chg Lén, vi 1é mé 1i xi caa Tau cho co
vO s6 dém. Nhu vay bac mot tram moi
ngay, tinh ra nham mot tuin bay ba:
100$x7=700%, va moéi thang hai muai
tam ngay, la 100$x28 = 2.800$. Trong
khi ay, vién chanh tham bién Tay gan vé
huu, nhit hang tham bién, luong thang
chin trdm va vién doc phu st dac hang,
luong thang hai tram ndm chuc dong. Vi
ham s6 bac kéch xu, ma ciing vi bay lau
thua me song Thay Sdu tham thung lan
hoi vO6 phuong cay g&, vay hoi bac Cha
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khong dugc niia nén cé mdt 6ng Quan,
ngoi cai tri mot vung co tiéng la xd cao
su tot nhut trong Nam, ong ta nghi ra
mdt diéu ké. Ong biét ho La c6 don dién
trong quan minh, nén mdt hom xudng
lanh mang vé6i Thay Sau giao két ngay 4y,
thang ay, Thay Sau ci mé& cong khai song
me tai so... dudng... trong Chg Lén, néu
khong ai lam khé dé thi Thay phai git 16i
trao cho 6ng s6 bac mudi ngan. Lién khi
ay, con tién thudng moéi ngay mot tram
hen hau nhut tri. Thay Sdu ung chiu. Bén
ngay hen, Thay dan cai nganh thau (ngan
dau) dén cho do 6ng Quan chi, ké trai
chiéu, ngudi cam chén hot me, tay con
dat ran ran tron budi toi, tu do dén dén
khuya, thién ha v6 ra nu6m nugp khong
khéc nao nha Xéc (Cercle), cé ba tang,
thé ma linh trang, bién Tay khong mot
ai ndi nda 16i. Thay Sdu muing r& ra mit,
xia tién thuéng mudi ngan khong tiéc,

Nhdn vdt bdan xiv héi Tdy méi qua



482 | Vwong Hong Sén

ma mung hon ai ca, 1a 6ng Quan, ong
cho san tli hoi nao, dng thop sé bac nhét
vao tai ngon lanh, 1én xe di mot nudc,
khong can dém, lai con ddn voi thay Sau
hay ti€p tuc di roi sé hay.

Thay Sau quen mting (16i) ci, qua
ngay sau, con moi thém cac tay sop cho
song me thém cup lac. Dgi tay con dong
dua, chu cdi duong “nhap than’, me dang
xi mung (v6 cudc) ngon lanh, thi linh co6
up t6i x0 xau dat vé bot, chi thiéu mat
chu chta, nhung Thay Sau da c6 ngudi
hy sinh ra chiu t0i thé. Té ra 6ng Quan
qua la diéu thu. Ngay trudc 6ng mdi ho
La dén nha mo6n dai com thét rugu. Ho
La vi long, van can dung 6ng Quén dé
coi chting coi do6i s& vidn va nhd cham
nom ba “thang cu li", dling cho ching né
tron hodc bo sd, boi thé nén khinghe 6ng
Quan ngo 161 thiét yéu xin 6ng ban ddc
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an nhon ngay gid td tién trong Chg Lén,
tai can pho ctia nhac phy, s6... dudng...”
dung vao ngay thii bay tuan téi, ngay ay ¢
anh em ba con c0 bdc té tyu dong nguoi
va c6 danh bai an thua nho nho cho vui
dam “ ho La nghe chua dtt 16i da gat dau
lia lia, v€ nha con khong quén can dan co
bot dén ngay gio da dinh dung khudy ray
ngay gio to tién clia ngudi ta, nhung chi
ngay thu bay dé thoi, vao ngay khac co
xdy ra viéc gi thi ci phan sy thi hanh.
B&i rta nén viéc hom sau Thay Sai danh
om han vao long, tuy that bai nhung doi
vGi Thay, nhu but mat can voi, nao thim
thap chi thay, hong so!

K€ veé thé luc, Thay Sau khong lam
quan, lam lang ma oai vé hon quan lang
ba boi. Chiéu chiéu, thay ngdi xe hoi
“sau may’, tai x€ chanh va tai xé€ phu déu
van y phuc c6 lon chay chi théu, thay rao
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mot vong Chg Lén lay tién xdau, thay ghé
cao lau nao thi y nhu hen trudc, tai pha
kéo ngan ta lay bac ra nap khong sai mot
xu nho. Co khi thay cao hing lén lau
cam chén “x6 cai” giai mudn, may khi
nhu vay, cac tay ho kha (con bac) ddt tha
clia, néu thay thua da cé chu tiém bao
thau, chung trd du rdi sau sé tinh toan
v6i Thay. Ma ¢ bac nhu song Thay Sau,
ai lai khong ua. Trudc khi c6 bay ra Dai
Thé Gibi, may muoi nam vé trudc, ma
thay da sdp dit ngan ndp han hoi. Tiém
cao lau nao do thay t6 chtic ché chai, thi
den dé den xanh bdo hiéu dang hoang,
linh trang hodc du con, bom bai khong
thé nao tréo 1én lau dugc ma hong pha
phéch. Cho choi, khach viia budce vao la
da c6 ngudi dén dang nudce da, nudc cam
giai khat; mi chdo tha ho muon dung cu
goi tiiu bdo hau sang® dem 1én, khdi tra

86 Héu sang: Hau sanh (bo6i ban) - Phé ky: Hoa ké (Luon
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tién, thém sdn ban dén maéi moc, sap gu
béng tron, mudn giai phién may diéu
ngao, cing c¢6 da ngudi, du chd cung
cap, tham chi cé ngudi qua tham, thuia
dip nam gin ban dén tiém tiém, nuéng
nudng, nhét & phién day hop kalmine dé
dem vé nha hut suéng than khoi ton tién,
viéc nhu vay ma ciing khong mot ai chi
trich, chiéu hién dai si dén thé la cung!

Co bac thi khong danh ddt bang tién
mdt, vi dau thé€ cling phai dé phong dé
néu khi bi bat thi dé chay an; trong song
sat phat dn thua véi nhau bang “nut chi”
hodc bang chiéc diia, tty mau sac khac
nhau, nat chi ké 1a bao nhiéu dong, chiéc
dda tuy mau sic, la may chuc may tram,
tuy giao két trudc. Khach thoi choi budc
xuong lau dén ban tai phu, trao cac vat

tién chép ludn, thud xua cé thi ruong da d€ hut a phién luc
di dudng, goi hom “phu sau’, ttic hom ho thu (thuat theo 16i
cu Vi Huyén bic) (V.H.S.)
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ay 1a c6 da so bac, khong sai chay xu nao
ca.

Co khi khac Thay Sau ngdi nha hang
udng ruou khai vi hoac d€ nghe em ut
phuc trinh ch6 nao chai, chd nao dep,
cho nao cé ngudi pha dam, hodc cling dé
khoe c6 nhon tinh mdéi sam! L6i an méc
ctia Thay rat ky di, ntta don ban, ntia may
ong, mdy thay. Budi sang thdy thay dién
bd tussor (vai to tdm) bén ngdt, buoi
chiéu thay tra bo “quang dong” hang Bac
Théo, chon di giay escarpin! Mot hom
thay mac y phuc lua den, dom sdu nut
ong anh 1a sdu hot kim cuong 16n ¢ dau
ngon tay ut. Thay dén go ctia phong nha
ngt Ba Lac géc dudng Lé Cong Kiéu Chg
MGi, dé nho thay Tu Nén xem s6 tudng.

Tu Nén luc 4y dang ndi danh, thoat
trong tuéng mao thay, Tu Nén cling phai
gid chudc mét moi xin hen qua ngay sau
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s€ dén nha doan van mang luén ca hai
ong ba méi chac chan hon. Sau, thay Tu
Nén noi riéng véi tac gia bai nay (V.H.S.)
rang s& di hom 4y thay khong dam tré
tai, 1a vi thoat tién thay thady mot ngudi
mat may di tgn, an mac khic thudng,
trong y Tu Nén dinh: n€u dé la “an cuép
sat nhon” thi sao chua ngoi tu, con néu
doé 1a “trudng gia pha hao” thi sao hinh
thu tuéng mao la lung dén thé?

Tu Nén dua khach ra ctia, nhé s6 xe
nén sau nhd héi ngudi xa phu (tai x€)

biét dugc dich thi d6 la thay Sau Ng.
Qua ngay ké do, Tu Nén dén nha xem
ca chi tay hai vg chong Thay Sau, va
nhd biét trudc nén doan khong sai mot
may. Nao sO thay ngoi khong chia cua,
tuéng Don Hung Tin doi Dudng. Nao
ndm téi day, chi tay thay dit doan noi
dudng sanh mang, 1€ ddng nam téi thay
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bo minh. Nhung may sao tay cua vg thay
khong c6 s6 chét chong, nén doi lai nam
t6i day thay va c6 sé cach mat nhau, hoac
nhe thi do mét cudc di choi xa, Dong du,
Tay du nao biét, hodc ndng thi thay sé bi
nguc hinh tu tdi. Tu Nén néi rat nhiéu,
Thay Sau khen 14y khen dé, va vé sau, ng-
hiém ra khong sai mot 161, qua nhién Tu
Nén dang la bac ky tai trong khoa tuéng
sO.

Thay Sau sau ndy bi ké khac manh
thé luc hon gianh nghé, thém hét thanh
dén suy, vé gia thay danh dau thua dé, lai
bi ban hitu tré mdt cudp mat moét so tién
to tat, nén thay ban ca hai nha lau xinh
dep, va ty tran trong mot nha dudng lao
gan Sai Gon. Em ut, nhu bo cau hét lua,
khong mot dua cho thay thay madt, luc
lam chung.

Tac gia bai nay dugc muc kich nam
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1927-1928, mdt vu Thay Sdu xu kién va
1én an day luu mot chu chéc chuyén mon
d6é tam huong lan (an gian). Ba Phan
K. dén xec (cercle) cua Thay Sau trong
Chg Lén. Noi day, mo6i dém c6 mot song
tam huong an thua moi thé hudng la
ndm dong. Chu chéc trdo hot, an ba K.
sach tui, hon ba ngan bac. Sau cé nguoi
mach manh 16i gian, ba K. dén thua ty
su tai nha Thay Sau. Thay lat dat sai em
ut quan khap chg Bén Thanh va trong
Chog Lén, may sao gdp dugc chu, lap tuc
mo&i chu dén nha riéng ctia Thay, cé ca
ba Phan do6i nai va cac tay em ut thinh
linh. Thay Sau tra hoi ky cang, xét qua
duang nhu 16i ba K. than phién. Thay xu
chu phai tra da s6 bac gian l1an cho ba K.
Tra roi, thay lén an: “Song bai xec t6i t6
chiic dn thua song phiang. Ba Phin day
toi van kinh trong 1a anh, la chi cta téi.
Nay nha nguoi dén pha dam. T6i nguoi
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ndng lam, nhung né 16i ba da xin tha,
thi toi cling tha cho lam phudc, duy tu
hau, t6i cam nha nguoi tot hon diing héo
lanh t6i Chg Bén Thanh, dat Sai Gon va
nha xec cta t6i. Em ut, nghe didn: Dua
nao gdp mat han & dau thi “man” han
cho t6i. Co6 bé nao tdi chiu!” Lay luc nan
ni cadch may cling khong xiéu long, chu
danh cudn goi tré 1én Nam Vang hanh
nghé. Rui ro bi bat, bat qua ngoi tu it lau.
Vé6i Thay Sau, khong duge nhu vay. Nhu
thud kia doi véi Tu Mat, Thay Sau cé em
ut thtia hanh phan sy, hé khong cho &
dugc mot chon nao thi chi cé mét nude
phai tudn linh thay méi mong bdo toan
sanh mang; cai linh, doan em ut Thay
Sau “an thit” c6 ngay.

Thay Sau con c6 moét phuong phap
nudi em at ciing ng¢. Tuy dua, tuy tai,
thay dung theo cho: dda gac duong, dia
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gili ctia, déu co phan sy va co6 luong an.
Gdp khi tung ban hiiu sy, em ut dén xin
tién, thay Sau chi ngay gio gidy bac ci
rach va thiéu miéng, thiéu gbc, do tién
ho, tién xau du lai: “Do! méc y. Bua nao
rap mot duge bao nhiéu thi lay dem vé
ma xai!” Doi bén déu thoa thuin nhu
vay, nhung than 6i, gidy con kha kha,
gidy it hu hao da dugc o bé tii dém trudc
kia rdi, nha Thay Sau c6 nudi ca mot bo
Ba Tau cham nom va dém gidy bac, cé
thua gi nha bang!

K& vé€ by quan su ctia Thay Sau cling
tai tinh lam lam. Thud d6, moét hoc gia
(viia m&i mat), 6ng chuyén viét bao, va
Phép védn ctia 6ng rat danh thép, rat muc
phong luu, nha viét bao Maurice Monri-
bot da tting bai phuc, vi van 6ng nhu vin
Anatole France pha mui Buffon. Ong
lam chu nhiém moét t& tuan bao rat dugce
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déng bao chi y. Ong binh sanh rat thich
xem danh v dai va c6 tanh va dén gan.
Mé xe hoi ki€éu mdi la, chay ém, chay le.
Thu tiéu khién cua 6ng 1a hang ngay, an
van chinh té, ng6i ngay ngan noi bing
sau, d€ tai x€ dua di dao phd phuodng,
bén tau, ling Cha C4. Nhung tanh 6ng
rat ghét bac bai va bon tanh rat thanh
liém thang than. Nghe Thay Sau chia bai
noi dau la s6 bao sau cé it hang ctia 6ng
chi trich. Thay Sau s¢ lam va nhot qua,
muon ngudi tin cdy dén xudng nudc quy
hang va xin nap 6ng moi tudn mot s6 bac
to tat. Nhung khong bao gi¢ 6ng khting
ha minh lanh s6 tién nho nhép ay. Thay
Sau ddm chiéu nhung ciing chang biét
lam sao.

Cach it lau, 6ng muon sam xe hoi,
nén ding bao tim cach ban xe ci. Mot
chu Ba Tau dén ung mua véi mot gid cao
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hon gi4 6ng dinh khé4 nhiéu. Ong mtiing
tham trang mai va vui long ban xe, tho
théi va khoan khoai nhu mot quan tu
lam mot viéc thanh thién bach nhut.
Ong vin y nhu ci, thdng tay “bd” Thiy
Sau néu dip dua dén.

Nhung ng6 dau, ky Thay Sau chua
bai sau vu dng ban xe, 6ng danh ngo mat,
gid dui, gia diéc, vi vita dom viét thi mat
thang Ba Tau 16 ra: “He! Toi nghiép ma!
Ngé dau c6 tién mua xe cua 6ng! Mua xe
ctia ong, he, la tién cua Thay Sau 16!”
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PHAN THU BAY

NHON VAT HOA KIEU
HOI TAY MOI QUA

NHUNG NHON VAT TRUNG HOA
PAC SAC NHUT TU BUOI TAY
SANG NAM VIET

Trong sach khao vé Ton Tho Tudng,
ong Khudng Viét c6 ghi noi truong 51
va 52 ring nam 1866 c6 cudc diu xao
dau tién trong xd va qua ngay mong Bon
thang Ba cd bay 1é phat phan thudng
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triudc mat quy ong: Ton Tho Tudng, tri
phu Tran Tt Ca, tri huyén Nguyén Vin
Thi, gido su Truong Vinh Ky, cing nhiing
ong: Carneiro, Sémane, Manmehdorff,
Dunlop, Mettler, Wang Tai va Tan Phat.

Toi khong truy nguyén ré6 Tan Phat
1a nguoi qudc tich nao. Dén nhu Wang
Tai, cdc sach dugc doc déu ky am theo
Phép Van, khong cé ghi chii Han kém
theo, nén khong tai nao biét danh tanh
ong cho r6, ho Vuong hodac ho Hoang,
v.v...?2 Chi thay n6i 6ng Wang Tai c6 nha
& S6 Thuong Chanh hién nay va ong la
mot thuong gia tén tudi nhit nhi budi
giao thoi.

Vé cac nhon vat tam tiéng lay lung
cta gigi Trung Hoa xin ké:
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22. Hui Bon Hoa

Tuc danh “Chua Héa”, mac dau vé sau
danh vong 16n, dia vi cao, ciing khong ai
goi “Ong Hoa” bao gid. S6m nhéap Phép
tich, nén ky am theo Phap ngiti lam vay
réi goi nhu vay cho dén doi doi, khong
r0 theo Han tu ha danh ha tanh? Dén
nay cac con chdu ludén luén hoa thuén,
gia tai gii nguyén ven khong chia phan
manh mun, chi cing nhau chia lgi tuc,
va moi khi can dung mét so tién to tat
thi ngudi trong ho phai xin chi ky cta
nguoi trudéng huynh khi ay ngan hang
md&i phat bac. Nho giti gin céd phuong
phap cho nén sy nghiép Hui Bon Hoa
ngay cang do s¢ thém mai, khong stit mé
mady may nao. So khéi chu Hoa nghe dau
hun hi¢p v6i mot ngudi Phap bao thau
khuyéch truong cac tiém cam do (Mont
de piété) trong Nam Ky. Vé sau ra hun,
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ngudi Phap dugc chia moét so tién to 16n
va lam chu vinh vién cac san nghiép dat
cat mién Luc Tinh. Hién nay, pho x4 Sai
Gon mot phan 16n la cta Cong Ty Hui
Bon Hoa lam chu. Nhung cong ty nay
dugc tiéng la “rat biét diéu” va khong eo
xach, lam khé ngudi muén phé.

No6i dén Chu Hoéa, tat nhién phai
nhac lai day cac bang trudng, cht nha
may, 10 gach, tiém budn 16n, nhiing tay cy
phu tuy lam giau cho ho da danh, nhung
cling giup ich rat nhi€u cho su mé mang
thanh vugng kinh té mién Nam, trong
s0 t0i chi biét so nhiing vi sau nay, va rat
mong cac bac lao thanh bd tic cho thém
day du.
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23. Cha Hy

(Khuyét danh tanh) - Co tau chay
khap Luc Tinh, hé dudng nao c6 tau Tay
hang Vén tdi dudng song rach (Compag-
nie des Messageries Fluviales) thi c6 tau
Chua Hy (nhu ngoai Bac c6 cong ty Bach
Thai Budi) chay kem, gia vé ré hon, com
nudc dé chiu, bo hanh cling biét dai hon,
nhung vé gid khic thi khong dang han
nhu tau hang Phap. Dén bay gio, con cau
thuong nhac:

“Di tau Chu Hy, & phé Chu Héa”
Nam Long

Co6 nha mdy xay gao bdn ra ngoai

Nay con nha & duong Nguyén Vin
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Sam (d’Ayot ci).
Di Sanh Long
Tiém ban thudc Bac tai Cho Lén.
Nhi Thién Dudng
Nay van con.
bong Thanh

Tiém ban vangla danh ti€éng. Chuyén
ban vang nguyén chat danh ra la mong,
can dung mot lugng, ngoai gdi gidy trang,
trong gdéi mot 16p gidy bach va mdt 16p
gidy do va c6 in hinh con ngua. Trung
binh méi lugng vang thud trudc la ndm
muoi, sdu muci dong bac “con co” (pias-
tre mexicaine). Dén nam 1919, vang sut
gia con lai mudGi tam, mudi chin dong
bac Pong Duong moi lugng. Qua nam
1943-1944, Nhyt d6 bd, vang vot 1én
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mot tram dong, sau mot tram ndm chuc
dong mot lugng. Ngay nay moi lugng
1én xudng bon ngan, ndm ngan bac giay
cO hon, thiét 1a mét tréi mot vuc.

Vi Kinh Trang

La 6ng thay coi tudng, moi lan xem
nam cac bac, ma ndi phong phéc, hay
vO cung. Nha ong & trén gac ngd hém
rue des Artisans, phia duéng Chao Mudi
(rue des Marins) trG vo.

Tja Ma Yeng

Tuc danh Ma Chin Danh, ho Ta,
giau c6 danh trong Chg Lén, v.ivvavv...
Nhung nhon vét dién hinh nhiit thoi 16i
1920, c6 1é 1a Quach Dam.
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24. Quach bam

Xuat than mua ban ve chai. Sau kem
thém mua da trau, vi cd, va bong bong
ca. Ngay ngay tha rong lang xém, hai
gid tre trén vai, quan bao mua gi6. Budi
trua Dam thudng nam nghi lung hang
ba pho trong, ghe phen bi mét phu vac
laa lam kho, mdéc tui bam lay gidu giay
thué than dé chet bam chudc nam xu,
mot hao, moi biia ¢ du tién uong tra
gidc trua. Nhu vay ma Dam khong thu
hiém, khi dac thdi Dam tim cho dugc
anh phu, 4n cAn mai vé cho lam cdp rang
x€p bon vac lua, khong khac chuyén Han
Tin do6i dai véi tén ac thu doi Tay Han.
Pam nhd lanh tri, nhap gidi thuong mai
thay viéc mau le hon ai, nén lam giau cap
toc. Dam hut nha phién dém ngay, den
khong tat, giao thiép lya toan quan to,
tham chi Thong D6c Nam Ky Cognacq,
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lam cao khong ai cd, thé ma cling ha
minh cau than v6i bam.

bam mua dat viing Binh Tay nguyén
la dat rudng, mua xong Pam nghi ra
mot ké d€ bién dit rudong tré nén dat tho
trach chau thanh. Pam hy sinh moét s6
vOn to tat, tu minh xuit tién duc mot cho
ciment c6t sat vi dai, nay van con do6 s
va khéo 1éo, quen goi Chg Quiach bam
(Chg Binh Tay*).

87 Vé chuyén Chg Quach bam, ngay 12-4-1961, dng Bac
si Dién Huong, vé€ dn trén Da Lat (nay da tu tran), c6 viét
cho tac gia mot biic tho, nay xin dang nguyén vin d€ cong
lam: ... Lic d6 Chanh Tham Bién Chg Lén thay Chg Ca (&
ch6 nén nha Buu bién Chg Lén hién thdi) nho hep, khong
du cho ban hang nhém chg, va cling muén mé mang chau
thanh, méi ki€ém dat xa Chg Cii cat mot cai chg méi cho rong
cho 16n. Ong biét c6 mot dng dién cht & chau thanh, ngusi
Viét Nam dan Phap, c6 dat rong 16n, méi maoi dén héi mua.
Ong dién cht ndy khong thdy rong nghe xa, tudng 1a gip co
hoi, lién ung thudn ma véi mot gia mic qud tudng tugng.
Ong Quach Dam nghe chuyén d6, lién cho ngudi dén dang
mot miéng dat rong hon (chd chg ngay nay) khong doi tién,
chi doi dugc phép cat phé va sép chung quanh chg, d€ sau
nay cho muén... 6ng Chanh lé tat nhién chiu lién...” (Dién
Huong).
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Déi lai on kia, Pam xin chanh pht
dédt tugng dong cua Dam noi ctia chanh
moén. Tugng do Dam xuat tién duc nan,
an van triéu phuc Man Thanh, nén nho,
ao ngan pht trén mdt chiéc do thung,
dau dé bin, tay cAm mot ban do, dudi bé
da trang c6 may con giao long bang dong
phun voi nuéc bac. Chg xay roi, chung
quanh d6, Pam dyng nha lau kiéu pho
budn ban va toa rap véi chanh pha Phap
dinh d6i Chg Lén vé day, trude dep chg
cli xau xi, sau mé mang thanh pho cho
thém trang 1¢. Khong ng6 dia lgi chua
thuan, thém dén cu thué 4y khong duoc
dong duc nhu bay gid, va lai cac thuong
gia Hué Kiéu da yén noi yén cho ciing
khong muon déi phd méi xa xudi thém
hao t6n: bam that bai mot phan nhung
khong lay d6 lam moi lo.
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Dé thdy manh 16i, gan da ctia Dam,
ké ra day mét ty du:

Mot nam no, Dam sai mua laua khap
Luc Tinh tr& vé tri ngap kho ngap chanh
trong Chg Lén, chd ngay chuyén sang
thi trudng Tan Gia Ba. Xdy dau tin di
bén Singapore géi qua cho hay lua 6i va
sut gid! Cu da nay, laa cia bam dy tri
da mat 16i ma con phai chiu 16 14, s6 tién
hao hut khong thé tudng tugng. Dam
van binh tinh nhu thudng, lai ra matlinh
cho bon tay sai Luc Tinh ct ti€p tuc mua
laa thém mai, gid y cyu 1¢, nhu khong c6
viéc gi xdy dén. Chang nhiing viy, Dam
con hd hao day ct mua gid cé thé cao
hon trudc moi ta mdt vai dong xu dé
ngudi ban ham 16i khong ban cho ngudi
khac. Mot mdt, Dam gdi mat tho cho dai
dién bén Tan Gia Ba cdn ddn tong sang
day moét dién tin khén cip don dai rang
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laa sap vot gia 1én cao hon niia... Qua
nhién, cac nha budn lua canh tranh véi
bam, tuy kinh nghiém cé thtia, nhung
khong thoat dugc quy ké cta Bam. Cac
chanh un un xim nhau kiém mua laa véi
gia cao dé c6 du s6 dn thua cung Bam.
bang nay, tuy nam huat a phién, nhung
Pam van lén sai bd ha ban d6 ban théo
laa dy tri bay lau ra gan sach kho. Lua
bam bdn xong, cdc nha buén kia cling
viia ngung mua, thim biét mac muu
ddc. Cac nha budn da chia nhau mua lua
ctia bam, chia nhau ganh 1y sy 16 14 cua
bam, va phen nay ht hon. Pam nam hut
cudi tham “ké mugn tén” cua Gia Cat
Khong Minh 14m ram ma tham thay vo
cung, va ngay nay van con hiéu nghiém.

Kéra Dam rat nhiéu co muu, va trong
thuong giéi qua bam la mot tay lgi hai.
bam tuy 1a mot khach tra khong may ai
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biét nhiéu, nhung ai bié€t dugc Dam ciling
déu cau than d€ cdy nhd nhiéu viéc. Mot
hoéi vién hoi dong quan hat ché mia cay
dén ban cho Bam, ngo6i chd bam hut, da
thua kinh né con hon vao chau Théng
Doc, dé chi? D€ bam vui da, khiing mua
cao 1én vai xu va mua gap dé mia khai
“rugu” va “mat can” dugc dong nao hay
dong nay.

Ve sau, Dam giau qua, xoay qua ding
bdo lanh (avaliser) cho con ng nha béng
“Dong Duong Ngin Hang”. Moi lan xin
chi ky bao ching, phai chiu cho bam
mot hué hong da quy dinh trudce. De dau
gap ndm kinh t€ khung hoang, cac nha
budn vé ng khong du stic trd bac vay,
nha bang phat mai sy sén, 16i kéo nha ho
Quach sup d6 theo ludn.

Nha buén Quich bam lay hiéu
“Thong Hiép’, tru sé & Quai de Gaudot,
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nay la dailo Khong Tt, nhung thoi 4y con
1a mot con kinh chua lap. Tuong truyén
khi sap phat tich, Dam dén nho mét thay
Tau cho chi hiéu. Ong thdy Tau ngdi
thém dudng viét lién Tét thung dung hoi
Pam lam nghé gi? bam thua: “mua ban
da trau va vi ca chd di xu ngoai” Thay
Tau suy nghi giay phut r6i viét cho hai
chii: “THONG HIEP” vita manh viia tét,
lai kiém theo hai ciu lién:

“THONG THUONG SON HAI
(trau: son, ca: hai)
“HIEP CAN QUAN KHON?”

Thiét la tuyét diéu! Dam mting khap
khai, khac bang phét son thép vang.
Qua that tu day viéc lam an ctia Dam
ngay moét phan chan, thinh vugng, banh
trudng khap bién Dong nui Viét. So6 tién
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16i khong xiét ké. Khoi ndi, ti d6 nam
nao Pam ciing khong quén cong Ong
thay Tau cho chd.

DPén chiing bi nan kinh té, gia tai sup
dd, bam khong trach nha buon do minh
bao lanh sai 16i, @€ minh “chét theo mot
be”. Pam chi cam thu ai kia da 1ap con
kinh trudc nha, lam “hu phong thuy”.
bDam dinh ninh tin tudng vao 16i thay
dia ly nam xua, day rang chd bam déng
do la “dau mot con rong’, khiic dudi nam
tai bién ca! Dan coi chiing dling cho lap
kinh, tic lap “mach rong”, va néu mot
mai mach rong kho can, nguy cho co
nghiép ho Quach.

Pho6 1au chd Quich bam buo6n ban
thud 4y, Pam mudén moi thang dén ba
tram dong bac. bam nai mua Ién nhung
cha khong ung ban. Dam du tién néu
mudn xay cat bao nhiéu nha to dep lai

Nhon vit Hoa kiéu héi tdy méi qua



510 | Vwong Hong Sén

khong dugc, nhung Pam van tin “cudc
dat lam an khd’, mac bao nhiéu ciing
khong né, va chang khing bd cudc thé
ay dé di cho khéc: 14p con kinh “sinh
mang’, Dam gian ciing phai!

Quach Dam chét, dam ma l6n khong
dam nao bang. Ban dua khong thé dém.
bu thu nhac Tay, Tau, Ta, Mién... Khach
di dudng cé viéc, mién ndi got theo dam
ma vai budc 1a ¢ ngudi 1&€ phép dén
dang mot ly nudc diia hay la-ve va riéng
tdng mot quat gidy c6 keém mot tam giay
“ngau” (ndm déng bac) dén on cé long
dua don.

Mot phu gia giau sang buc ay, ma
nay con gi? Gan chuia Gidc Lam trong
Chg Lén thu6c ranh tinh Gia Pinh, mét
ngay md&i day, toi thady mdt bay bo stia
ding an co trén mot ngdi mo cd vé hung
trang nhung tro troi diéu tan. Canh bén
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la mot ddm rudng kho chita mot dong
rac to bang dong lua chua v6 bo, rudi
muoi lan xanh bay vii vt nhu mét dam
nhac hon don.

Dia thé “hiiu bach h6” khong con; “ta
thanh long” va ruéng no dang lap, con
chang la bay bo nhoi cé gan dong rac va
mé rudi ldn, 4y la hién trang ngay nay
ctia md phan “phong thily” 6ng THONG
HIEP.
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PHAN THU TAM

TAY DEN ROI TAY LAI PI...
(1859-1946)

K& vé ngudi Phap sang dat Sai Gon,
trong s6 nhiing ngudi tién phong phat
O, phan nhiéulam nguoi htiu hoc, thong
thai:

— Aubaret, lao thong chii Han, tling
cam dau phai doan phién dich trg luc su
doan Phan Thanh Gidn sang triéu Na-
poléon III thuong thuyét viéc chudc ba
tinh mién Pong xt Nam Ky. Cé soan mot
b van pham Viét Nam (grammaire) va

Tdy dén roi Tay lai di... (1859-1946)
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dich mot phan b Gia Dinh Thong Chi
cta Trinh Hoai Dtc ra Phép van.

— Luro day luat hoc va phong tuc hoc
tai Trudng dao tao cac tham bién, tuc
goi College des Stagiaires (trudng & chd
hoc dudng Taberd hién nay), dong mot
théi cung cac gido su Truong Vinh Ky,
Truong Minh Ky, Huynh Tinh Cua.

— Philastre dich by Hoang Viét Luat
Lé (Code de GiaLong). — Doudard de La-
grée, Francis Garnier, la nha tham hiém,
ké di khdo sat sy luu thong hai song
Mékong, Nhi Ha (song Hong) ngudi tim
ra canh D€ Thién, D€ Thich (Angkor).

— Sylvestre khao vé ¢4 tién va luét
ban xu.

Néu nhac lai day, tuéng khong sao
ké hét. Ngoai trti phan tl x4u, thyuc dan
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hang ndng, qua day vo vét boc 16t, va tan
bao, thi gi6i mo6 pham, gidi y t€, - phai
nhin nhén - da dé lai nhiéu ky niém t6 vi
lam tron nhiém vu khai hoa tri 6c, nang
cao stic khoe ngudi Viét khong it.

Cudi thé ky XIX, bat dau thé ky XX,
Noi cac Phap ngdn tai xuat chung va tanh
cliing coi ctia Paul Doumer nén tim cach
khong cho 6ng & Paris va “tran” 6ng sang
lam Toan Quyén Dong Duong (1897).
Doumer c6 tanh d¢c tai tu quyét nhung
rat thanh liém, 6ng muén mé mang xu
Bac Ky d€ nht nuéc Trung Hoa, khong
thiét khuéch truong tho san diat Nam
Ky. Trai lai, Paul Blanchy la Chu Tich
Hoi BDong Quan Hat Nam Ky lai mudn
md& mang mién Nam hon xd Bac. Do
dé hai nhan vat nay khong thuan véi
nhau, nhtt la vé cudc xuat phat chi tiéu
cong nho thudc dia (budget colonial).
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Paul Blanchy mat thang chap 1901. Paul
Doumer mua xuan 1902, sang Phap roi &
ludn bén ay khong tré qua Dong Duong
niia. Blanchy va Doumer da ghi dam dau
chon tai day, mdi ngudi moi cach... Gi
thi gi, hai ngudi dda mé dau mot nghé
thuat méi mé trong xt: nghé viét bao,
trudc banh trudng tai Sai Gon, sau méi
tung hoanh dat Thanh Long.

T “I'Opinion” (Lucien Héloury chu
truong), t6 “le Courrier Saigonais” (Paul
Blanchy lam chu), t& “La France d’Aise”
ctia Héloury giao lai cho ba Luoise Al-
can® binh but thi cuc luc bénh vuc Paul
Blanchy.

Riéng t6 “le Mékong” do hai anh em
Leriche bién soan thi mat lanh phu cap
va triét d€ tung ho Paul Doumer.

88 LouiseAlcan va hai c6 gai lan lugt ty td trén goc nha lau-
Carabelli Charner.
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Thoi nay 1a thaoi ky gia Phap co6 dip
au da ngay gitia quan rugu hodc danh
guom, ban sung luc trong cac cuc danh
guom rta han “duel” Ky gia Julien Del-
pit nhé Doumer lam mai, cuédi vg la ai
nt 6ng Lé Phat Thanh, tri¢u pha. Delpit
1éu 16ng xai hét su nghiép ctia vo roi dua
nhau 1én Lao lam cong chiic.

De Lachevrotiére xuat than lam cho
bao “LOpinion” ngay no dén xin chu cho
1én luong, mudn xin dugc bon tram dong
bac moét thang, Héloury khong nhan 16i,
de Lachevrotiere nhay ra lap t& “I'Impar-
atial” do Camille Aymard mua lai cua
Gallois Montbrun.

Ganesco, dong d6i mot nha viét bao
Phap c6 tén tudi, qua day lam dau phong
van cho Thong D6c Rodier, nghi ra viét
bao, ro6i nhay tré vo quan truong, doi
xuong lam tham bién tinh truéng trudng
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Tan An. D€ kéo dan Sai Gon xudng dat
Tam Vu an choi ngay chuia nhut va ciing
dé gianh mdéi Hoi Pua Ngua, lao tham
bién “cong ti bot” nay bay ra cudc thi
cho bat chudt goi “ratadrome” (Lamagat,
tr. 171).

Vao thoi 4y, moéi ly rugu khai vi
(consommation) thi mac tién nhtt nhu
abinsthe, chi co hai cac bac (0d20) mot
ly coi.

Khoi dau, dung déen dau lua (dau
héa) da la sang, vi trudc kia ta thap den
dau phong, dén mé cd. Dan ching mudn
di dém phai xach dén long, dén tat thi
linh kéu phat t6i vi canh. Cac nha so,
nha di€m, thi c6 dén dd, den xanh. Sau
nay xai den khi da (carbure). Tét dén, lay
Ong chi bat bong mai, cam 16¢ binh, dot
1én, mdi cai hoa la mot déom den sang
ruc, con nit va dan qué ngé khong nhay
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mat. Roi dén thai ky xai dén ét xdng c6
man chon sang xanh, chiéu chiéu cé anh
phu dap xe chay thap den ngoai dudng,
danh goi “le lampiste” Roi bat qua dén
dién c6 xai than, rot lai méi cé dén ngay
nay, dién hay néon...

Nha quan vién thi dung quat lam
bang vai bo kaki ciang trong khung treo
trén tran nha, c6 day ro ré va saim chu
“b6i” con ngoi kéo quat (panca, panka,
punka).

Nay xin noéi s6 qua vé cudc ddi an
nhan ctia nhiing nam vé trudc trong gidi
Phap kiéu.

bau thé ky XX, ra khai Sai Gon hai
muoicdy s ngan (20km) da la xa xo6ilam.
Tha ho sdn ban; heo rting, nai, ca tong...
Xa vo chut nta thi trau riing, con min,
cop, voi khong thiéu gi. Hoang ti Henri

Tdy dén roi Tay lai di... (1859-1946)
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d’Orléans dong doi Vua Henri IV, Thai
Tt xt Dan Mach Waldemar va cong tudc
Duc de Montpensier dua nhau thudng
ndm dit mua mua 16i thang mudi ta la
c6 mdt tai Sai Gon, 14y sy san ban thu
d@ lam mon tiéu khién phong luu. Cong
tudc Duc de Montpensier xai tién nhu
nudc, mua nha hang Continental ting
cho c6 nhon tinh la B4 tuéc Comtesse
de B...

Sai Gon muon di Nam Vang phai
mit tron mot tudn 1& ch chang chai, vi
moi tudn chi c¢6 ba chuyén tau khu va
hoéi. Néu phai ké & lai trén d6 bon muoi
tam gio chd tau, toi mat bay ngay dé qua,
nhung trén tau, thu vui tréi nudc, doc
sach danh bai tiéu khién, duy ban dém
chua cé den dién, con duing deén cay va
den dau hda, thém nan tau ghé Cu lao
Giéng thi dung gi¢ an com toi, bo xich
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va muoi den bay vai vao mat vao hong
va thic an.

Hang tau chay song “Méssageries
Fluviales” sang lap nam 1883-1884. Sau
déi la “Compagnie Saigonaise de navi-
gation’, dau tién do Jules Rueff lam chua
sang tao. Rueff quen than v6i Vua Hoang
Lan (Norodom). Rueff ban dong ho reo,
dong ho chuong, dong ho bo tui, cho
Norodom ma du stc lam giau. Rueff
mudén bon thuyén cht (trong Nam goi Co
Tau), tuy ngudi quoc tich Lang Sa nhung
trd luong chi c6 bon chuc dong bac moi
thang, tinh moi tudn muoi dong. Thé ma
bon nay déu lam giau ngang xuong, du
tién nudi em ut, con nuodi thém ngua dua,
vi tau chay dudng Sai Gon qua Bangkok,
chuyén di thi cho “lau” sung luc, chuyén
vé chd “lau” thuodc phién, khong mau
giau sao phai. Ong Henri ké lai chuyén
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mot co tau chd thudc phién lau, khi tau
dén gan thuong khau Sai Gon thi sai neo
thung thuoc phién budc chiim véi chiéc
mo neo chim lim xudng nudc chd linh
doan xét tau xong rdi truc vét lén. Co
mot 1an no, linh doan biét ké, don tau tu
hon Con Son, xuéng nam y dudi tau cho
vé dia phan Sai Gon sé ra tay luc xét. Vo
quyt day, c6 mong tay nhon. Doc dudng,
vién cO tau bom ngot, phuc rugu Tay
doan say vui, chd khi sang tat ca s6 do
1au thué€ qua thuyén nhé phi tang dau dé
xong xudi, khi ay Tay doan tinh giac, chi
con nudc chay gidy phuc trinh: “trén tau,
xét ky cang khong mdt mén do nao lau
thué”!

Nam 1905 da cé van dé “nudc uong”
dem ra ban cai tai hoi dong thanh pho.
Cong ty Nha Deén xudng ra thuyét it ton
kém cho ngan quy la dao thém giéng lay
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nudc ngot ngay tai cho. Hang Balliste c6
thé luc 16n lai d€ nghi dan nuéc thac Tri
An vé va nhu thé€ d6 thanh sé c6 du dién
luc do stic manh ctia nuéc lam ra, vinh
vién khong lo khan nudc khan hoi dién.
Nam 1904, Xa Tay Cuniac sang Phdp
dinh vay tién mau quéc muoi hai mudgi
ba triéu quan gi d6 dé thi hanh chuong
trinh Balliste. Nhung Cuniac gap tré
ngai; khi tré vé Sai Gon thi xin tit chic
xa truong thanh pho, va van dé “nudc én
nudc uong” cho dén ngay nay van chua

dut khoat.

Van dé “d6 bac do6 tudng” cling dugc
chu y dén. Tuy c6 linh cam c& bac, nhung
cam lay chung, ngay tu ngay tét, cac
chu hot me tan ngoai dudng cdi, nhiing
thuong gia dau tat mat t6i quanh nam
cling nghi xa hoi, dong cta, cam giay dé
cd dé bon chii “cung ha tan xuan’, viia di
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tham bé ban ba biia dau nam, via ghé
song bai tht théi van. Nha hang “Ho-
tel de France” dudng Catinat, trong ba
ngay Tét, Hoa Kiéu mudn chia me dén
hai chuc ngan dong mot ngay. Dom vao
song “dudi sam” nhiéu khong thua khan
déng va khan quan dau riu. (Lamagat,
truong 135).

Nam 1906 Jean Duclos ché ngua 16n
con, giong A Rap tii Ha Noéi vao cap do
Truong Pua Sai Gon, bao hai nhiéu nha
thua pha san. Qua nam 1912, de Mon-
pezat cling lam mung ay va cht ngua Ha
Noi vét tai bon trong Nam.

Cau Lac B0 thé thao “Cerclie Sportf”
cling ra doi 10i nam 1912. Lao Mézin,
vGi hai ban tay trang, qua diy khai pha
ruong tinh Can Tho lam nén don dién
“domaine de I'Ouest”.
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Lao Gressier con gidi hon nta, c6i
trau chay dua vé6i ngua, va khai hoang
md rong vung Phu Loc (Séc Trang).

Mot ky niém thoi trudc, nay da
khong con: chiéc xe ngua quen goi “xe
kiéng”

Hai ngudi song 6 rudéng nhiéu hon 6
dat Sai Gon. Gressier cay sau cu6c bam
cti luc lam an rong ra & day bon chuc
ndm dai khong vé Phap qudc chuyén
nao.

Lao Vidal, xin thoéi lam si quan thay
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quan, & thiét tho tai Sai Gon cudi vg Viét
Nam, tap dn trau nhai bom bém, dugc
ton lam dai huong ca lang Phu Nhuan.
Khi man phan, di ngdn day chon cat theo
dao Phat, c6 thay chuia tung kinh siéu do,
dam tang duing nha vang va dao ty don
rong, don bong khiéng vai (vi thud ay
chua cé xe tang 6 t0) va thém c6 ho dua
linh am ddam. T6i nhd ré viéc ndy vi ndm
ay toi con lam viéc tai trudng may duong
Do Hitu Vi, cht trudng la quan ndm Ro-
sel sai t6i dan dudng viéng tang Vidal,
dén noi thay nha vang va thay chua go
mo, 6ng cat van nhiéu lan vi tuéng da
lam nha.

Lao Fernand Lafon mua dat chau
thanh va lap nghiép tai goc dudng Lé
Van Duyét va H6 Xuan Huong (Verdun
Colombier) gan chtia X4 Loi va trudng
Ao Tim, nay 1a Nt Hoc dudng Gia Long;
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dat 4y Lafon mua véi gid nam cac bac (0
d 50) moi thudc vudng.

Tén Cha Va ban sita tuci cé mot bay
bo thad an rong trén dat cua do thanh.
Chéanh phu ép phai mua dat trén Tan
Son Nhtt d€ 1y cé cho bo dn, Cha ta
khdc rong va chay tién mua; ngay nay
Cha cudi vi dat “chd ia” mot thudc vudng
mot, hai cac bac, nay dat hon vang khéi.

Tién bac trong xu, khi can ding tam
bo thi phai vay héi noi Cha Chetty &
x6m Ohier (nay van con cho cit) tuy cho
vay cat ¢c6 ma khong bac Cha lay dau cé
von lam an? Mo6i ndm ram thang Giéng,
Cha bay c¢ dén, dua than Civa (tugng
ddc bang bac rong) dao choi dudng pho,
mua ban tap nap sudt dém.

Cdc quan Lang Sa va nha giau than
thé sam xe bicyclette, luc ay da biét may
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moc la giong gi, thdy xe khong dung
ngua bo ma chay ngd ngd, da dat tén no
1a “cai xe may”. Trudc con banh dac, phan
dudng x4 go ghé, mé suc chay mau ma
quén dau... sau c6 banh bong, nhung xe
nd v thi cd lay tay ma bum! Xe may dau
(motocyclette) la mot xa xi phdm mdéi c6
sau nay.

Khach phong luu va ngudi c6 tién
thi di xe “kiéng’, tiic xe dong bit bung
c6 canh ctia gan kinh cho cé anh sang,
nén goi nhu thé. Ngudi Phap goi xe ay
“voiture malabare” vi ngudi cam cuong
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phan dong la ngudi Ma Lai. Roi sau cé
xe trai bi, hinh dang thanh hon xe kiéng.
Xe trai bi, nha Dudng Lao Thi Nghe may
ndm vé trudc, con thiy dung dé dua cac
di, ba phudc di chg mua do6 an. Nha giau
ntia thi dung xe may moét ngya (thung
dan bdang may) hoac xe song ma cd xa
ich (sais) Cha Va cam cuong.

Xe tu dong (0-t0) so khdi 1a xe hiéu
Peugeot, Panhard, Delage, muén chay
phai dot cho may né nong!!! Mui vai bo
c6 day da kéo chang chit ra trudc ra sau,
ctia xe thi khong co... Nhiing ngudi co
xe 0 t6 budi dau toan nhiing cy phu va
cac Lang Sa sang trong, trong s6 c6 0ng
Lé Phat An la mot. Nam 1923, xe Chanh
pht chi c6 do moét tram chiéc ghi, so tu
C-1 dén C-100, chiéc Delage C.100 cua
Thong Doc Nam Ky la “chién” nhit hang.
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25. Cau hat, cau ho thud trudc

Tién day, tuéng nén ghi chép mot
m¢ cau hat cau ho dinh liu chut it dén
nhon vat va phong canh Sai Gon xua:

“Sai Gon mii do,

“Gia Dinh xup I¢,

“Gia hién thé & lai lay chong,

“Thuyén anh ra Cua nhu réng lén

may”

(Ddi trudc, ghe thuyén Sai Gon déu
son mii dé cho dé phan biét v4i ghe
thuyén Luc Tinh. Dudng nhu phong tuc
son mili thuyén va khac tén ho, qué quan
chti thuyén da c6 tu thai 6ng Nguyén Cu
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Trinh vao Nam, cot dé dé bat ghe gian
hodc thuyén cta bon cudp (xem Sai Vai
do Lé Ngoc Tru va Pham Van Luat sao
luc va cha thich).

Gia Dinh xap 1é: Ghe anh lui dén Gia
Dinh, nhu ¢6i mé, néu la tau thi da théi
coi vang doi. Hat cau nay, anh cho gai
hiéu mét di khong vé!

“Me di Cho Quan, Chg Cau,

“Mua cau Chg Vai, mua trau Cho
Dinh’”

Hay la:
“... Mua v6i Chg Quan, Chg Cau,

“Mua Cau Nam Pho, mua trau Chg
Dinh”

(Céau hat vung Hué, nhap Gia Dinh
doi Tay Son)
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“Chi Huou di chg Dong Nai,

“Budc qua Bén Ngé, ngdi nhai thit
bo”

(Cau hat doi bi hiém, chua c6 cau
dap lai. Trong cau c6 du: huou, nai, nghé,
bo).

“Bao gid can lach Dong Nai,

Budc qua Bén Nghé, ngoi nhai thit
bo”

(Cdp nhon tinh nay, mot ngudi goc
gac 6 Hué, mot ngudi trong Nam).

“Nha Be nudc chdy phan hai,
“Ai v€ Gia Dinh, Dong Nai thi v¢&”.

(Cau hat tuyén truyén cudc di dan
vao Nam. Xua, mét phu 6ng da c6 cong
sang 1ap noi day mot nha ctu té va ban
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budn, cat trén Be, trén san, sau nhom
dong thanh chg, goi Chg Nha Be. Bay
lau, tén Ong la Tht Huong, nghe lam vay
nhung khong biét chii viét ra sao, nay
doc Gia Dinh vinh, thdy 6ng Truong
Vinh Ky ghi la V6 Tht Hoang mdi r6).

“Rong chau ngoai Hué, ngua t€ Dong
Nai,

“Nudc song trong sao lai chdy hoai?

“Thuong ngudi xu la lac loai téi day”

(Cau hat ggi tinh, 16i trung thuc
thudc loai chanh phong).

“Chg Sai Gon cén da, Chg Rach Gid
cdn Xi mang,

“Gia em 6 lai vudng tron, anh vé xud
s, khong con ra vo”.
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(Hat xong cau nay, la cut biét vé Rach
Gia, 6 ho!)

“Ctc moc bo ao, kéu bang cuc thuy,

“Chg Sai Gon xa, Chg My ciing xa,

“Viét tho tham hét ndi nha,

“Trudc tham phu mau, sau la tham
em!”

(Cau hat hué tinh, diéu chanh
phong).

“Mudi gio tau lai Bén Thanh,
“Xup 1é voi thdi, bd hanh lao xao”

(Mudi gié c6 mot chuyén xe Ida tu
My Tho 1én, doé ga “Bén Thanh” thi kéo
cOi...)

“Anh di ghe ca trang luon,
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“0 trén Gia Pinh, xuéng vudn thim

»

cm

(Ghe trang ludn 1a loai thuyén tret,
can long).

“Xay lua gia gao Dong Nai,

“Gao thoc vé ngai, tdim cam ve toi”.
“Trau Sai Gon xé ra nua ta,
“Thuoc Go Vap hat da mot hoi,
“Buon tinh ga nghia ma choi,
“Hay la anh quyét 6 doi v6i em?”
(Minh Tam)

“Anh ngdi quat quan Bén Thanh,

“Nghe em c6 chon, anh dang quéing
om (om tra Hué)

“Anh ngdi quat quan Ba Hom,
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“Hanh khach chang c6, d4 om quéng
10”

(Minh Tam)

“Xe mui chiéu tha xanh quanh,

“Doi vong Ba Chiéu thich tinh dao
choi “

(Thu phong luu thué trudc, dén 1914
sap sau mai c6 0 t0).
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KET LUAN

Sai Gon la dat hung vuong, can bon
phat tich Nguyén Triéu. Phap chiém nam
1859. Phap bi lat nam 1945. Tiép theo la
cudc trudng thanh, cach mang, doc lap.

Lich st Sai Gon c6 lam doan vé vang:

Khong cé ban tay ngusi Viét td diém,
khong thit xuong ngudi Viét lam nong
cot, khong mau huyét ngudi Viét lam xi
mon, chua chic Sai Gon c6 bé mit madi
xinh nhu ngay nay.

Co ngudi quen tanh ly luan, ché 16p
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tién boi lya Sai Gon lam kinh d6 1a that
sach, vi xa bién. Sao khong chon Viing
Tau O Cap, du son, da thay, tau be dé
ghé dé lui. Mot nha chuyén mon kiém
bac si ndi véi toi: “Viing Tau cat bai rdi,
dat khong chon dung, xdy nha khongbén
chac; & ngay mii sung, kho phong tha.
Thiéu nudc ngot, bi phu vay thi nguy to”.

Sai Gon, trai lai:

Co6 moéi nudce loc duédi dat cat, da
cung cap nudc an quanh nam, khéo tiét
ki¢m khong lo thiéu nudéc.

Song Dong Nai, thac Tri An & gan:
dan nudc tot dé dang.

Sai Gon la dat nui, c6 chon diing, xay
cat nha bao nhiéu tling cao déu dugc;

Song Nha Be quanh co uén khuc, vi
vay ma hiém, binh giac kéo duong thuy,
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da thaoi gian 1ap thé tha; nho khuat gio
manh, bén dugc yén, tau dau khong sg
bao to.

bing gitia cdc moi dudng, sy giao
thong thuan tién;

Ngay nay c6 san bay rong 16n khang
trang, Sai Gon ndi lién v6i hoan cau
trong nhay mat.

Nhu mot vién bdo ngoc, cang ngay
cang quy, Sai Gon hdi du diéu kién dé
trg thanh moét do thi toi tan.

Xuan Mau Tuat (1958) — Xuan Canh Ty
(1960)

VUONG HONG SEN
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Tiép theo day la bang liét ké cac hoa
do thudc Sai Gon Chg Lén va ving phu
can: do la di tich tap tai liéu duy nhat vé
“hoa do Sai Gon” cta tda bo tinh Chg
Lén, bi thiéu hay hay that lac sau nam
1945. Bang nay, ong gido su Pineau day
trudng Kién truc Qudc Gia con giti mot
bén. Ong cho phép t6i sao luc va cong
bd” vai udc vong cd ngay, nhd su hao
tam va hiéu c6 clia cac ban, suu tip dugc
chut it nao chang.

Liste des Plans et documents
graphiques déposés au Servioe du Plan
et Extension de la Région de Saigon-
Cholon, par M. PINEAU L.G. Architecte
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— Urbaniste des Botiments Civils. Saigon
1933 (agréablement communiquée par

lauteur).
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2. S la recherche de Prei Nokor par
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5. Promenades dans Saigon par
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nirs) par Paul Doumer. - Vuibert et
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1893 (carte).
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14. “Le role de Cholon pendant la
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letin de la Sté des Etudes Indochinoises
1902). 16. Annuaire de la Cochinchine
Francaise pour Vannée 1866. (Saigon,
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Imprimerie Impérile. 1866).

17. Les bouddha dits d’Amaravati
en Asie du Sud Est” Par Piere Dupont
(Bulleiin de I'’Ecole Francaise d’Extréme
— Orient, tome XLIX, fascicule 2). 18.
L'Indochine Moderne par Eug. Teston
et Maur. Percheron. (Libraire de France,
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Vinh Ky Saigon, nam 1889.

20. Nam Ky phong tuc nhon vét dién
ca. — Nguyén Lién Phong, 1909, nha in
Phét Todn, Sai Gon.

21. Diéu c6 ha kim thi tap, Nguyén
Lién Phong 1915.

22. C6 Gia binh phong cénh vinh,
c6 phu thém bai Gia Dinh that tha 6ng
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Truong Vinh Ky chép ra chii qudc ngi,
nha in Guillan et Martion, 1882. 23. Tha
Nam Ky va ti€p theo Tho Nam Ky, in lan
thi sau, nha in TAn Dinh, 1903.

24. Ton Tho Tudng ctia Khuong Viét
soan, ban ngay nay 1942, Ha No¢i. 25.
Nong Co Min Pam, ndm 1904 - 1905 va
cac nhyt bao trong Nam cf, Sai Gon.

26. Nguyén Cu Trinh va quyén Sai
Vai ctua Lé Ngoc Tru va Pham Vén Luat
sao luc va chu thich. Tan Viét, 1952, Sai
Gon.

27. Cudc ddi oanh liét ctia Ta quan
Lé Van Duyét do Lé Pinh Chén soan,
ban in Pho thong, Sai Gon, ndm 1956.

28. Dai Nam Nhat thong chi. Luc
Tinh Nam Viét. - Nguyén Tao dich, 1959.
Nha Vdn Héa B6 Quoc gia Gido duc Sai
Gon xuat ban.
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29. Tho Phan Xich Long Hoang dé.
Péang Lé Nghi soan, nha in de I'Union,
1914.

30. Ve 38 ngudi xt han ngay 22-2-
1916. D.T.B, ban in de I'Union, 1916.

31. Ve 13 ngudi xt ban ngay 16-3-
1916. D.T.B, ban in de I'Union, 1916.

32. Céc bai bdo va bai khao ctu vé
Sai Gon trong sach bao, v.v...

33. Gia Dinh thong chi ctia Trinh
Hoai Puc (ban dich Aubaret dé His-
toire et descripition de la Basse Co-
chinchine, Paris, Imprimerie Imprériale,
1863).

34. Viét am van quyén cua Lé Sum
soan, nha in Jph. Viét xuat ban. 1919.
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35. Pagodes chinoises et annamites
de Cholon par Lé Van Luu. Imprimerie
Tonkinoise, Hanoi, 1931.

36. Histoire de 'Expédition de Co-
chinchine en 1861, par Léopold Pallu de
la Barriere, édition de Berger-Levrault,
Paris, 1888.
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PHU LUC

27.Cam tudéng cta téi vé quyén “Sai
Gon nam xua” cua Vuong Hong Sén

Thu Giang Nguyén Duy Can

Toi khong dam ndéi day la mot bai
phé binh vi tdi chua cé du tai liéu dé€ phé
binh st liéu nhu anh ban cta t6i day,
madc du toi cling 1a ngudi mién Nam va
song & Sai Gon tt thud cap sach cho dén
ngay nay. Day chi la nhiing cam tudng
dau tién sau khi doc xong quyén sach.
Nhiing y tuéng con dang hon don, t6i cu
dé€ tu nhién tuy hiing ma viét ra, khong

Phu luc
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trat ty gi cd. Day cling la 1an thd nhit ma
toi ban dén mdt quyén sach.

*

Soat qua dai lugc vé hinh thuc, to6i
nhan thay cach an loat dugc hoan bi, nhu
chii in qua nhé kho doc; chanh ta ¢6 cho
khong dung, dang tiéc. Nhung theo cho
toi dugc biét thi “161” day khong phai noi
ong ban ho Vuong, ma noi an cong, va
nhiing ngudi ¢6 phan sy lo vé phan an
loat! D€ an ui 6ng ban gia cta t6i (vi dng
ban but dau but toc) t6i ké truong hop
ctia dng Lé Ngoc Tru cua chung t6i, ngay
trong quyén Ty Vi Chinh Ta cia 6ng ma
phai dén bon trang day ddc dinh chinh.
Nhung Vuong quan bdo: “Ngudi ta day
roi co ai chiu hiéu cho cai khd tAm cta
ching minh... ma ho sé “chtii” ring minh
“blia bai” nhu trudng hgp cua anh via
roi... Trong mot quyén sach viét vé thuat
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viét van. Di nhién 1a minh phai chiu
trach nhiém md&i chét mot ctia chi!”

Toi va o6ng ban chi nhin nhau va
thong cdm. Thiét nghi day ciing la mot
van dé ma cac Nha xuat ban nén luu .
Trudc day chung t6i dugc biét c6 nha in
Maurice. Giam doc la 6ng Lé Tho Xuén,
ong Lé Tho Xuan c6 cong phu huan luyén
mot todn an cong rat ranh chinh ta. Sach
vG in tai nha in nay lai dugc bon thin
Ong Gidm d6c sin s6c va bit budc cac dn
cong phai triét dé€ tuan theo ménh 1énh
cac tac gia. Co khi moét trang sach duogc
1én khuon roi, thé ma phai chiéu theo tac
gia ma xuong khuon stia lai. Chinh t6i da
nhd nha in nay in cho bon quyén sach,
quyén nao cung dang hoang quyén nay,
khong chd khién trach. Chung t6i van
biét cac an cong phan dong lanh viéc dn
tién theo 10i bao bién ma ta thudng goila
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mao sat. Vi vay su stia chiia di stia chiia
lai lam mat thoi gié ctia ho nhiéu, ho gip
lam xong dé lanh tién sém. Gap phai cac
nha van qua “thiét tha” dén tac pham
ctia minh, ho “cau nhau” ghé lam. Chu
nhéan xuat ban cting phai “buc minh” véi
ho. Nhung du sao, diéu nay can phai cé
mot su chan chinh lai vi tién do cua van
hoc. Khong nén xem thudng nhat 1a doi
vGi nganh xuit ban ctia Co s6 Bao chi va
Xudt ban ty do ma nhu ching t6i biét ro.

Su c6 gang va hy sinh cta Nha xuat
ban khong thé c6 chd nghi ngs dugc.

*
Gid day toi xin thang vao noi dung.

Vé tai liéu thi that 1a doi dao, that Ia
cong phu... Tac gia da té ra la ngudirat 1a
than trong, lai la ngudi cé 6c tdO mo quan
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sat dao dé. bay khong phai la nhiing tai
liéu cép nhdt noi sach bao hay 16i thuat
lai cac bac c6 1ao ma mdt phan kha quan
trong la do kinh nghiém séng cua ban
than.

Thu that, t6i da doc quyén sach mot
cach say mé nhu mot quyén tiéu thuyét
hay va hip dan. L6i hanh véan cla tac
gia rat la duyén dang, nhung trong tiéng
cudi dua, ta cam thay mot cai gi budn
man mac, dau dén va chua cay. Qua la
tiéng cudi trong nudc mat. Phai ching
ho Vuong dang song trong mdc cam t0i
16i vi da bi song phan 16n d6i minh no 1é
trong ché do no 1¢ cua thai thuc thudc?
Nhiéu doan van that 1a cay doc! Doi véi
nhting ké tan bao buén dan ban nudc
luu manh bip bgm, ké ra ta phai nghiéng
minh trudc sy vo cung can ddm cua tac
gid — khong biét s¢g hau qua cua ty thu.
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Tuy vay c6 di€éu ma téi khong may
vtia long 1a tac gia mot doi cho khong nG
ké tén that mot vai nhan vat ndy lta. Up
md& nhu vay, thiét nghi khong lgi gi cho
nguoi doc, nhat la cac ban khong phai la
ngudi mién Nam ho rat thac mac. Nhung
biét dau, do lai la dung y siu sac cua tac
gia la cd y up mé dé bat doc gia to mo va
buoi méc ra cho thém quan trong.

bdc sac thu hai la trong 16i hanh
van, ong ban ho Vuong dung toan tiéng
noi cua dia phuong, nhat 1a tiéng noi
ctia ngudi Sai Gon tram phan tram. Co
nhiéu ti ngti dia phuong ma nay da mat
d4u, nhu Ong Hoanh, Ong Trim, mém,
x0i xién, v.v... da dudgc gidi bay ngudn coi
cdn ké. Riéng ca nhan t6i, t6i da doc dugc
rat nhiéu 6 Vuong quan nhiing diéu ma
mot ngudi dan Viét can phai biét 6 noi
chon nhau cat r6n cia minh. Bon chit
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thanh tam thinh gido ma Vuong quan
da bién & trang nhit trong quyén sach
tdng t6i, lam cho tdi vd cung bdi réi va
hd then.

Dbdcsacthibalacach hanh van trong
tac phdm ho Vuong pha lan tdim hon cta
mot hoc gia trang nghiém ding dan véi
tam hon chat phac that tha, véi nhiing
tin ngudng thong thudng ctia ngudi dan
ban xu. Néu ban la nha tri thic ban sé
nhin thay hinh thuc bac hoc cua cau
van, nhung néu ban la mot ngudi dan
qué, mot dan thay hay dan thg, thi ban
cling nhin ra trong cdi giong nta thay,
ntia thg, ntia nong dan chan lam tay
bun mot cdi gi rat quen thudc cta gidi
minh ngay... D6 1a cho6 dic biét nhat cta
16i hanh véan ctia tién sinh vay. Noi thé,
khong phai bao mdt cach gian lugc rang
van ctia ho Vuong la vian binh dan: that
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ra chi binh dan tuy theo gi6i nao ma tién
sinh ban dén thoi. N6i dén gidi dn choi
ong dung tiéng long cua gidi an choi,
noi dén gidi cong chuc, 6ng dung tiéng
noi thong dung va ddc biét ctia gidi cong
chuc... Nghia la y tuéng ctia mot hoc gia
xudt than Truong Bac Co6 Vién Dong véi
nhiing 1€ 16i nghién cuu, suy nghi cua
moét nha nghién ctiu hét stic khoa hoc,
nhung cau véan thi uon khuc thién hinh
van trang tuy phong tuc cua tung gidi,
cta tling dia phuong, cua tiing giai cap.
Mot loai van ma t6i chua nhan thay co tu
trugc dén gio tii Nam chi Bac. Mot loai
van that la cong phu lam méi viét dugc
nhu thé.

Ban v€ nhiing tai liéu, tac gid ho
Vuong noi bai tya da ndi: “Om mé tai
lidu thu thap by lau dit hay du dg, dis
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chua bang bung, minh biét 1y minh -
bay hét, trinh hét ra day - mac tinh cac
vi xa gin tuy thich lya chon... du chang
lam nén cdi banh ngon, cling dugc tiéng
1a khong xau bung”, (...) “Bat tay vao viéc,
cOt y 1a mudn céng hién ra day mé hiéu
biét lun vun va mé nghe thay vat vanh
vé Sai Gon (..) O day toi chu trong nhiéu
nhat 1a nhiing doan st vun vat budi giao
thoi: Phdp - Nam - Cha - Chéc chung
dung, nhiing chuyén “Tay dén Tay di’,
nhiing viéc chua ai ndi rd rang, may toi
dugc nghe tan tai, hodc thiy tin mat,
nhiéu doan do hiéu biét riéng, lam doan
nhd cac b lao thuat lai. Téi khong dam
chac dung ca..”

Nhu thé¢, ta khong nén doi héi noi
tac gia nhiing tai liéu phai xac thuc, hoan
toan xac thuc, va di nhién con nhiéu
thiéu sét. Cong viéc nay dau phai cta
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mot ngudi ma dugc chu ddo. Thuong lai
1a nhiing cau chuyén truyén khau, cho
nén chi c6 nhiing gia tri truyén khau
ma thoi. Dai d€ nhiing gi ban ho Vuong
thuat lai, chinh t6i cling dugc nhiing bac
cO 1ao thuat lai nhu thé.

V€ su nhan xét, hay noi cao 1én, vé
nhan sinh quan nha chép st c6 mot quan
niém vé su doi gidong nhu René Grousset
thudng nhan thay sy thang trdm vinh
nhuc nhu mét dinh luit bat di bat dich
cta Tao hoa, nhung 6ng ban lai doi khi
thac mac dén quan niém aclai &c bdo cta
dan gian. Ban vé tii dudng cua Tong doc
bé Hiu Phuong, ho Vuong noéi: Ngoi
nha nay, dat thi ban cho khach Tau xay
nha choc trdi lam tiu quan, cao lau va
rap ciné. Chi chtia mdt khuynh dé lam
noi tho phugng. May chuc ndm vé trudc,
cd bac thinh hanh, vua d6 bac Thay Sau
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Ngo nhiéu tién mudén diy lam cho hét
me an thua tc van. Nghi cho con chdu
ran rat, do dat thanh danh ma tu dudng
chua day tiéng tho tuc, nudc bot va dam
xanh, cd phai chdng la can qua?”

Trongkhi d6 6ngban ho Vuong ciing
nhan thdy rang tang thuong la dinh luat
cta tao hoa: “Mot phu gia giau sang bac
ay (ndi vé dng Quach Pam) ma nay con
gi? Gan chua Gidc Lam trong Chg Lén,
thudc ranh tinh Gia DPinh, mdt ngay méi
day, t6i thay mot bay bo siia ding an
cd trén mot ngéi md c6 vé hung trang
nhung tro troi diéu tan. Canh bén la
mot dam rudng kho chiia mot dong rac
to bang dong lua chua vo bo, rudi mudi
ling xanh bay vu vii nhu mdt ddm nhac
hon don. Dia thé hitu bach hé khong
con; ta thanh long ao rudng no dang lap,
con chang la bay bo nhoi cé gan dong
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rac va mo rudi lang, dy 1a hién trang ngay
nay cta mQ phan phong thuy 6ng Thong
Hiép. Nhiing tu tudng nhu chung dung
hoa lan nhau hgp thanh m6t tAm hon
song gio linh dong vo cung. Dling ché dé
1a mau thuan. Mau thuan d6 mdi la tam
hon chat phac thanh that ctia ho Vuong
va d6 mdi la nguon hiing bat tan da tao
ra mdt con ngudi va mot 16i van ddc biét
nhu thé. Véan 1a ngudi thuc khong sai
chay vay.

Thu Giang NGUYEN DUY CAN
(bdo Ty DO, ngay 7-4-1961)
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28. Trich bao Mai, s6 20, ngay 25-4-
1961, caa 6ng Hoang Minh Tuynh

Nguoi ta dgi tli cudi ndm ngodi, mai
dén dau thang 4 ndm nay mdi dugc doc
Sai Gon ndm xua cua Vuong Hong Sén.
bay 1a quyén sach bién khao rat cong
phu cta 6ng Gidm thu Bao tang vién
Viét Nam. Sach ghi chép mot phan 16n
lich st Sai Gon, tu khi Ia thanh Gia Dinh
duéi trieu Gia Long dén bién co lich su
nam 1945.

Tac gia da bién chép tu nhiing di tich
ci, nhiing dudng sa song rach, cau kiéu
trai bao cudc ddi thay, dén cac nhan vat
ddc biét cung nhiing mau chuyén hay
hay ctia xa hoi thai trudce, véi mot 16i van
rat la riéng biét.
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Nhiing ai tiing song lau ndm trén Sai
Gon cling nhu nhiing ai viia quen véi
dong Bén Nghé, ngudi hai thu toc ciing
nhu ké dau xanh, déu khong thé bé qua
quyén sach ly thu nay.

(Trich bao Mai, sO 20, ngay 25-4-
1961, ctia 6ng Hoang Minh Tuynh lam
chu nhiém muc “Tin sach”)
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29. Trich caa Nguyén Hién Lé ding
trong bao Mai s6 20 ngay 25-4-1961

“Doc cudon Sai Gon nam xua cua
hoc gia Vuong Hong Sén, ta c6 cam giac
thoai mai, dé chiu qua.

T6i nhé nhiing buoi nga lung trén
gh€ trudng ky trong ngo6i nha chung bay
toan do6 cd cta tac gia ma nghe tac gia
ké chuyén doi xua, tii chuyén ciac chanh
tham bién, truyén cic cu dudng cyu téi
truyén tan cu, truyén con voi s§ thu...
Loi rat binh di, tu nhién, c6 duyén: cd
mé di ma nghe va mim cudi cho t6i khi
nao thay lam mat thi gié ctia chu nhan
qua roi thi cdo tii ma ra vé.

Tac gid ké chuyén lam sao thi chép
lai thanh sach nhu vay. Day xin ddc gia
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nghe dng vao chuyén:

“Béi thay toi 1a ngudi Nam, dau pha
hai thi toc, lam viéc trong mét co quan
chuyén mon, thém c6 tanh ham choi c6
ngoan, tom gop gidy ma cii day nha, roi
don chuyén ra: t6i sanh sdi chuyén xua,
toi gidi kéu ctiu dién c6; bao hai phan
dong van htiu Bac va Trung, 6ng nao
quen mot doi lan, gap nhau, hét ndm ba
caulaylé, 1am gi cting héi van t6i ké: “goc
tich hai chit SAT GON”

That Ia than mat, tu nhién, xué xoa.

ROi it hang sau:

D61 véi cac ban nho hiéu hoc, t6i xin
noi l6n:

1) Cho nao cac ban thdy mdi, dling
sg, 4y t0i da cAn nhac ky cang, cu tin, ct
dung: “Coi vay ma xai dugc”.
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2) Cho nao chua ém, nho cac ban
chi dum, néu tim cach b khuyét cang
tot, goi gitp lan nhau: gia thua tré khong
xau, mac c§ bay, hay gi?” Chac doc gia
da dugc dip mim cudi roi chi?

Sudt hai trdm trang in chi nhd, toan
la mot giong nhu vay. Thinh thoang
diém nhiing tiéng c6 ma chung ta chi
thay trong cac sach bdo in tu dau thé ky,
hodc nghe & nhiing chén qué mua, do
nhiing cu tam, chin chuc tudi thét ra.
Chang han:

— Toi khong dam chac dang ca,
nhung “dn trdu gam ma nghe” bay gic
khong noi con dgi luc nao?

— Lam canh luéng dau tho dich...
... hen hiu nhut tri

... chét ba muoi doi vuong
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... tr8 sanh nghé la
... troi ké

Lai thém nhiing tiéng rat ty nhién
chi dung trong mot vai gidi: -

— ... di la mat noi day.

— ... chiéu chiéu tha “xich-phé&”
dudng Catinat, giay “an-phodn”..

— ... dién 4o “u-hoe’, tay lo le di€u
xi-ga-tan, thi duy cé may c6 may y doi
ay biét cho.

— ...Xa mu ti té.

C6 chd téc gid nhu mdéi ta cdi 4o ra
ngoai cho thanh thoi hon niia dé€ nghe
ong ké:

“Dén nha nhem, ngudi bu dong dén
muc chao khong kip, thém tudi viia doi
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muoi, dn sat cling tiéu, ghé ban khong
c6, moOi ngudi tu bién ldy, ding hup ngon
lanh, ngé mat nhau van quen quen: Co
Ba Tra, 6ng co mi Kinh va té day, ké con
ngudi mat, dua bac dau!”

V€ trong cau thuong ngan — nam sau
tiéng mot - it dung lién tu lai gan doi
nhau, bang trac nhip nhang, lam cho ta
suc nhé rang tac gia 1a ngudi rat mé hat
boi:

(Xua ngudi thua dat rong, xay nha
dém can, nay dat it ngudi dong, cat nha
ké tling...)

“Trudc con banh ddc, phan dudng
x4 gho ghé, mé stic chay mau ma quén
dau... sau cé banh bong, nhung xe n6 vo
thi c6 lay tay ma bum! Cudi cau thudng
ha tiéng trac y nhu néi 16i.
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Khong biét cam tudng ctia doc gid
ra sao chu t6i thi thay vui vui, nhé lai
nhiing 6ng gia bui toc ma doi non Tay va
nhiing ba gia ngodi trau trén nhiing b
ngua. Nhung tdi phai tha thuc rang méc
dau but phéap dé ggoi cho ta cai khong khi
théi xua, ma théi nay dung nhiéu qua thi
cling it ngudi thudng thiic.

Sach chia lam tdm phan.

— Phan thd nhtt tua nhu doan mé
dau, nhac qua lai cuoc Nam tién cua td
tién ti thé ky thi XI dén nam 1780, Mac
Thién T mat, dat Ha Tién sap nhap vao
co do chda Nguyén. Tac gia nhan manh
vao su binh dinh va khai pha c6i Nam,
vao cong lao cuia cac chuia Nguyén, cta
Nguyén Hiu Kinh, Nguyén Cu Trinh va
hoc Mac & Ha Tién.
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N si Mong Tuyét va hoc gia Vuong
Hong Sén, moi ngudi dung mot thé tai
mot nha viét truyén, mot nha viét sd, hai
nha cing mot lic nhac nhé cong lao t6
tién mot cach cam dong, sy khong hen
ma gap dd cho ta thay rang phong trao
on co luc nay duong lén.

Trong phan nday, Vuong quan dua
ra mOt nhan xét rat xac dang la to tién
chung ta da khong chiém dat Nam nay
ctia ngudi Mién vi hai lé:

— Dat nay trudc kia khong phai cta
ngudi Mién ma ngudi Phu Nam.

— Khi t6 tién ta t6i day thé ky 17 thi
tuy da c6 ngudi Mién, nhung déan chua
dat rong, Viét Mién tha ho khai pha
khong hé xdy ra nhiing sy xung dot dé
c6 thé noéi rang dan tdc nay tranh cua
dan toc khac.
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— Qua phan thi nhi, tac gia bat dau
néi vé Sai Gon. Ong xét vét tich nhiing
dan toc da & trén khu dat ma ngay nay
1a Sai Gon, tiuc ngudi Phtt Nam, ngudi
Mién, ngudi Trung Hoa va t6 tién ta, dé
tim xem danh ti Sai Gon tu dau ma ra.
Ong két luan ring Sai Gon thoi Mién 1a
Prei Nokor (nghia la xi & gifia ring);
Trung Hoa t6i lap mot khu budn ban
goi la Dé ngan (Chg Lén ngay nay) va
nguoi Viét tai lap mot khu khac, goi la
Bén Thanh (Sai Gon ngay nay).

Pé ngan ma phat am theo giong
Quang Dong thi nghe ra Thay ngonn hay
Thi ngdnn, Tai ngon. Sai Gon c6 1é do dé
ma ra, chi khong phai do Prei Nokor.

Toi khong biét cac st cii co viét 1a
$¢ F# (Dé ngan) hay khong, chi thudng
thdy ngay nay nhiéu nguoi viét 1a 12
(Dé ngan; dé: bo tho: nghia la cai dé; con
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Dé ngan: Dé: bo tha, nghia 1a nam 1y).
Nhung chac la Vuong quén biét rd6 hon
toi.

— Trong phan thu ba, tdc gid nghién
ctu vi tri ba thanh xay ¢ Sai Gon hoi xua
va ghi lai nhiing 1€ nghi phong tuc thoi
Quan Lén Thuogng, tic Quan Ta quan Leé
Véan Duyét. Dinh Ta quan nay khong con
gi, chi con lai cdi tén Vuon Ong Thugng
(Hoa vién Tao Dan).

— Qua phan thu tu, tac gia tré lai tim
vi tri cia Prei Nokor, Dé ngan va Bén
Nghé. Doan nay gia dua lén phan thud
nhi thi gon hon.

Roi 6ng dat ta di dao xem pho
phudng Sai Gon ngay xua, bat dau tii Co
thuy xudng, Cot c6 Tha Ngii, téi Khanh
Hoi, vdo Chg Lén, tré vé Chg Quan, phu
Tong thong, qua Thi Nghe...
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Poan nay kha dai trén bon muoi
trang. T6i moi noi ong chi cho ta hoéi
xua tai do cé dinh thu, chua chién, chg
bua nao, 6ng lai gidng cho ta ngudn goc
nhiing tén nhu Ba Son, Nha Rong... ké
nhiing chuyén thudc vé ngoai st, giai
nghia nhiing tiéng nhu bac thao, tau ké,
gui doi,... chép nhiing bai tho ¢8, chdng
han bai tho vinh Mai Son Ty, dan nhiing
cau ca dao...

Nhiing ai ¢ Sai Gon da lau doc doan
dé chac rung dong mot niém hoai co
man mac ntia vui ntia buon.

Riéng t0i, t6i nhd lai lan doc doan
hai 6ng d6 ra nhau di thdm thanh Théng
Long trong mot ti€éu thuyét cia Nguyeén
Triéu Luat. Ky thuét cia ho Nguyén va
ho Vuong khac nhau xa, ma cam xtc gay
trong tam hon t6i thi cling vay.
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Khi dat ta t6i Chg Quan, tac gia
ngling trudc mot nha c6 va k& cho ta
nghe chuyén moét ba cu choi do co.
Chuyén xay ra dau thé chién viia rdi. Tac
gia luc dé méi ngoai ba chuc tudi ma ba
cu dé da trén tdm muoi, mdi gdp nhau
lan dau ma da hiéu nhau, tré thi kinh gia
ma gia thi mén tré, chi do hai cung la
nhiing ngudi sanh d6 c6 ca. Poan do tac
gia viét cdm dong nhat va cho ta thay ro
cai s6 thich va s& trudng ctia 6ng.

— Trong phan thu ndm, Vuong quan
tiép tuc ta va ké lai lich céc c6 tich chung
quanh Sai Gon Chg Lén, cac chua chién,
cac gido khu va cho ta hiéu so so su banh
truéng ctia Thién Chua gido tai dia phan
Sai Gon.

Pau phan c¢6 miéu t& mdt vu boc
mo kha cam dong va tac gid dé nghi nha
nudéc nén sém thao diéu 1¢ bao v¢ lang
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cli, m¢ xua néu khong thi mién Nam nay
sé chang con gi vé my thuat va ¢d tich.

Ba phén cudi, phan thu sau, tha bay
va thi tdm gom 50 trang, doc vui nhat.
Doi song nhan vat ban xdi va Tay, Tau
hodc thanh cao, hoac 16 lang, dé tién, tan
nhan, quy quyét tii hoi Tay dén téi hoi
Tay di, hién lén r6 rang trudc mat chung
ta.

Ong mia mai bon hau can cic quan
Tay, bon: Tiéng Tay thong biét, tudng
vinh trong doi.

Tay da di, nhung bon nay van con
va chung quanh ta van nhan nhan mot
1 ty hao rang néi ti€ng Phap nhu ngudi
Phap ma khoéng mac ¢ rang noi tiéng
Viét khong thong.

Ong odn gidn bon mai qudc cau
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vinh - vinh hay nhuc nhi? - tan sat dong
bao hoi Tay “binh dinh” xti nay; 6ng con
nhan tu, khong vach mat chi tén ho ra,
nhung doc gid nao ma khong nhan ra
dugc chung.

Ong kham phuc cic hoc gid nhu
Truong Vinh Ky, Truong Minh Ky,
Huynh Tinh Cua, nhiing vi chi say dao
ly va hoc hoi, song dat Tao ma long gid
Han ro6i 6ng két:

“Nghi theo tay dao sung lam nén su
nghiép nhu nhiing nha kia (ttic bon ban
nudc), nhung khi nham mat, sy nghiép
hoen 6 lun bai, sao bang mot ngoi but,
mot nghién muc, su nghiép van chuong
truyén ctu ctia ba 6ng tién boi ndy méi
that quy va thom.”

Con vo sO nhan vat nia, ti cac nha
giau (nhat Si, nhi Phuong, tam Xudng,
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td Dinh), dén cac nha bao (Diép Van
Cuong, Nguyén Chanh Sat...) dén hué
khoi C6 Ba con thay Thong Chanh ma
ba chuc nam trudc, hoi con & Ha Noi
toi da dugc trong thay hinh trén cac con
tem va cac gidy thdm rao hang xa bong,
song khong biét 1a cta ai, dén bon nha
giau nhd budn ban hodc cd bac, bon chi
doc dugc hai tiéng “Uy” va “no” ma bong
nhién phat triéu pha. Trong phan nay
con nhiing tai liéu tuy van tat ma quy vé
cac vu Phan Xich Long nam 1913, va vu
phda Kham Lén Sai Gon nam 1916. Trang
nao cling day nhiing tai liéu dang tin cho
nhting nha sau nay viét st hodc lich su
ky su.

Poan két hoi ngan (chi mot trang)
nhac lai, nhting diéu kién ma Sai Gon c6
du dé€ thanh mot do thanh t6i tan.

*
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Nhu t6i da thua véi doc gia su hiéu
biét cua t6i vé st mién Nam khong du
cho t6i phé binh tai liéu ctia Vuong quan.
Toi chi xin goép it y nho nhé & dudi day:

Tac gia cho rang danh tt du con c6
1é do bon anh chi & Sai Gon hoi xua ma
0, vi ho hay dung nhiing doan c6n bang
sat hay dong dé ho than. Toi tudng danh
tu da co tu trudc niia, ma bon anh chi
dé khong phai 1a bon dau tién & nudc ta
va ¢ nudc Trung Hoa thudng dung doén
con tu vé.

Tac gia bao cay gon ngoai Bac goi la
cay bong gao. Hai cay dd tuy cung mot
loai, ngudi Phap cliing goi moét tén (ka-
pokier hodc faux cotonnier), nhung thuc
ra khdc nhau: cay gao rat cao 16n, cao
nhu cay sao, goc 16n c6 thé dén hai 6m,
hoa tuy giong hoa gon nhung canh dé
nhu mau va 16n hon nhiéu: lic man khai
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dé chat cai chén dn com. Trén hai chuc
nam trudc, toi cd thay & gitia chau thanh
Soc Trang gan bo song, phia S6 Thuy lgi
mot gdc gao co thy, khong biét nay con

song khong.

Vuong quin dua mot thuyét dé giai
nghia tiéng trudng tién: “S6 Cong chanh
ngay nay, tuy quen tuc goi Trudng Tién
c6 phai bo Cong khi xua chuyén viéc duc
tién nén nay tén goi lam vay ¢

Thuyét d6 c6 thé dung. Toi dugce nghe
mot thuyét khac ciing khong hoan toan
vO ly; xin ghi lai day. Truéng Cong chanh
Ha Noi la mot trong nhiing trudng cao
dang thanh 14p s6m nhit, chi sau Trudng
Y khoa. Ho6i méi dau cac sinh vién toan
la ndi tra va 6 mot ngo6i nha dudng Paul
Bert tai Ha N¢i. Dudng nay goi la dudng
Trudng Tién vi hoi xua c6 s§ duc tién &
gan dé. Noi noi tru do6 do vay dugc ngudi
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Nam goi la Trudng Tién, va cac sinh vién
Trung Nam ra hoc thanh tai tré vé xu
thanh cdc 6ng Trudng Tién, ma s& cac
ong ay lam thanh ra S& Trudng Tién.
Ta nén dé€ y rang chi mién Nam mdi goi
S Cong chanh 1a S& Trudng Tién, con
mién Bac goi la S& Luc 16.

Tac gid c6 y bdo nhiing nhan, dia
danh mién Nam nhu V8 Ténh, Chau
Thai, thi phai doc theo giong Nam chu
khong dugc ra giong Bac: Vi Tinh, Chu
Thai. Biéu d6 rat hgp ly. Muén xe hoi di
choi nui Chau Thdi ma néi di choi nui
Chu Thai thi tai xé€ lam sao hiéu dugc.
Nhung thé nao ciing c6 lac ta phai thong
nhat giong ndi Nam Bac, ltic d6 sé rac roi

day.

Con tiéng Sai Gon thi dung nhu
Vuong quan da ndi, c6 nhan thiéu chi
gon phai mugn chii con thé tam, vay con
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dé phai doc 1a gon tat nhién roi, néu doc
1a con thi bay lam.

Quad nhu 16i Vuong quan noi trong
bai tya: Coi vay ma xai dugc. Xai dugc
bon kia ddy. Ké it hoc nhu t6i con thay
1a cé 1é xai dugc gan tron kia day. Chung
ta nén cam on Ong da ghi lai - v s0 tai
liéu ma trong may chuc ndm 6ng da ton
cong dap mdt chiéc xe may di suu tam
& khap Sai Gon, Chg Lén va cac vung
lan cin ro6i vé can nhac lua chon v6i mot
tinh thin than trong ddng khen: ch6 nao
chua du ching c6 thi ton nghi.

Co6 doc cubn Le déchiffrement des
écritures trong do Ernts Doblhofer ké
cac cong tim toi, suy ludn trong hang
chuc ndm ctia hang chuc nha Bac hoc dé
viét lai dugc mot chuong ngan vé ¢6 st
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Ai Cap, Ba Tu hay Mésopotamie... mdi
thdy dugc rang phan ai biét dugc mot
tai liéu gi vé st cling ¢ bon phan phai
chép lai bang cach nao ciing dugc, mién
than trong va thanh tadm la quy ro6i. Néu
khong vay thi thuc kho tAm cho nhiing
nguoi sau tim hi€u ngudi trude...

Nguyén Hién Lé

Bao Mai. S6 20 - 25-4-1961
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Poc Sai Gon ndm xua ctia Vuong
Hong Sén. ... Tl 1au nay, cai tén Vuong
Hong Sén da du bao dam cho nhiing
sach khdo c8. Ong von 1a mot tay khao
ctiu trong nghé lai giao du rong — khong
nhting cé ca nhiing thu vién trong tay,
lai c6 ca mot kho ngudi ranh chuyén. Vi
thé ma biét dugc bao nhiéu diéu ly thu,
ong nhiing lo tung dugc ra cho ai nay
déu thudng thuc.

“Om md tai liéu thu thap bay lau nay,
du hay du dé chua bang bung, minh biét
lay minh, bay hét trinh hét ra day - mdc
tinh cdc vi xa gan tuy thich lua chon...
du chiang lam nén cdi banh ngon, cling
dugc tiéng la khong x4u bung”,

Phu luc



Sai Gon nam xwa | 589

“Bat tay vao viéc c6t y [a mubn cong
hién ra ddy mé hiéu biét lun vun va mé
nghe thdy vit vinh vé Sai Gon. O day, toi
chu trong nhiéu nhat 1a nhiing doan su
vun vt budi giao thoi: “Phap — Nam -
Cha - Chéc chung dung nhiing chuyén
“Tay dén, Tay di’, nhiing viéc chua ai néi
rd rang, nay toi dugc nghe tan tai, hodc
thay tdn mat nhiéu doan do hiéu riéng,
lam doan nhd cac ¢o 1ao thuat lai..”.

Thu that 1a, doc sach Sai Gon nam
xua toi thay ly thu quad... khién khong
thé dugc gi ra day hét. Vi néu thuat phai
thuat hét. bung nhu 16i 6ng Sén ndi,
nhting cau chuyén xua that la vui thu,
di dom, khong nhiing chung lam ta ua
thich, ma con thoa dugc tri t0 mo cua
ta vi bao nhiéu cau héi ma ta tting dit ra
vé dat Sai Gon ndy cé thé nao ma tra 1oi
cho hét dugc, nhat la vé nhiing tén cta
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mot khu pho, mot xom, mdt chiéc cau,
nhiing tén ma chang ta thay la rat ngé
ngin va khong biét ngudn gdc tu dau.

Cong phu suu tam ctia 6ng Vuong
Hong Sén rét 1a dang ké - ctiing nhu 16i
hanh van cua 6ng, mot 16i hanh vén ty
nhién rat vui, c6 duyén. Doc 1én ta tudng
dén 16i ké chuyén truc ti€p, chi khong
phai la do tay viét, cia mot ngudi rat di
dém, rat khéo, ngao doi, cudi hoai, ma
rit that...

(Trich Tap san Vin héa A Chau
s6 4 - Thang 4-1951)
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