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Chapter 1: Name and Purpose

Article 1: Name

1. This society 1s to be called Nihon Origami Gakkai in Japanese.

2. This society 1s to be called Japan Origami Academic Society in English.
3. The abbreviated name of this society is JOAS,

Article 2: Purpose

1. The purpose of JOAS is to promote studies of origami, diffusion of origami, and both
domestic and international assoctation of all origami-lovers.

2. The studies of origami mentioned above includes designing, designing technigques,
criticism, mathematical studies, educational studies, history, bibliography, studies of the
intellectual property rights, studies of industrial and commercial design, and so on.

3 The diffusion of origami mentioned above includes widening appreciation of origami,
expansion of the community of origami-lovers, scouting and rearing the origami talent, and
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A New Book Coming Soon:
Origami Moving and Touching Edited by Yamaguchi
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1) Membership and Subscribers

To the members in the 25th year,
we distribute the special issue with
diagrams of Kamiya Satoshi’s
“Dragonfly™ and crease patterns of
models by Hojyo Takashi, Komatsu
Hideo, Nakamura Kaede, Kosuge
Akihiro, Robert J. Lang, Jason Ku, and
Joseph Wu. We expect all members and
subscribers to renew for the 26th year
as well.

2) The Yoshino Issei Fund

We would like to thank you for your
support of the Yoshino Issei Fund this
year. We have invited Alessandro Beber
(Italy) to the 20th Origami Tanteidan
International Convention. In May, we
invited Jean Baden-Gillette (USA) to
the Kyushu Convention, and we invited
Beth Johnson (USA) to the Shizuoka
Convention with aids from this fund.
We also aided travel fees of two
students who attend the OrigamiUSA
Convention.

The Fund had contributed to support
of international exchange in the world
of origami, mviting fifty-eight origami
artists to Japan and sending twelve
young Japanese artists to origami
conventions abroad in eighteen years.
In recent years, we are having more

expenses than donations. Although the
balance is in increase due to voluntary
gontributions in large amount recently,
we would like to keep the balance
stable by vour kind contributions.

As of March 20th, 2015, the Fund has
1,260, 857 yen, with contributions from
members (610,400 yen), the income
at the auctions (157,550 yen) and

expenses 460,000 yven (see above).

3) Origami Tanteidan Convention

We held the 20th Origami Tanteidan
International Convention at Toyo
University successfully. The Convention
was linked to the 60SME, and we
had the most attendees ever, five-
hundred registrations, and one-
hundred participants from abroad. The
next one, the 21st Origami Tanteidan
Convention, will be held at Toyo
University on August 14th-16th, 20135,
We also had the 4th Kyushu Convention
(Saga University), the 8th Shizuoka
Convention (Social Education Center,
Tokar Unmiversity) and the 15th Kansai
Convention (Kobe College). We plan
to have the 5th Kyushu Convention in
May and the 10th Nagoya Convention in
November. We thank staff members of
these conventions for their hard work.

4) Other Activities and Plans

The Origami1 Library have
approximately 2,000 books and articles.
Non-members can also use the archive
with fees (subscribers 200 yen, non-
subscribers 300 yen) given that they
come to the Origami Library with our
member. We are waiting for your active
use of the Library. For the use of the
Library, see the JOAS web site.

We had licensed eight people as new
JOAS Origami Instructors in 2014. We
JOAS made open the list of models
that can be used without notification in
origami classes to the Instructors last
vear. We will open the renewed hist with
Fuse Tomoko and Ono Tomoaki in.
The JOAS Hall are being used for
regular meetings of Tokyo Tanteidan
Group., occasional origami classes
by Kamiya Satoshi, Fuse Tomoko,
Yamaguchi Makoto, and so on. We also
had held the 16th and 17th Workshop on
Origami in Science, Mathematics and
Education there in June and December,
2014, We are grateful to the participants
of the meetings for various kinds of
stimulus to us. The Hall will welcome
any origami-related activities. The
regulations are on the JOAS web site.
The “Origami Art Web Museum™ had
opened in August, 2014 when 60SME

was held (http://www.origami-art-

museum.com/). At present, the Museum
exhibits a thematic presentation
of “Recreating Hiden Sembazuru
Orikata”. We appreciate hard work of
volunteers who made this possible. The
JOAS web site announces the future
updates.

We are now in the process of editing
the 4th issue of Origami Sciences in
2014, We thank contributors for their
serious interest in the magazine.

JOAS continues their work on
copyrights and intellectual property
rights pertaining to origami. The *“List”
of models above to the Instructors is
based on our concerns on copyrights.
Of course, we are regularly consulting
professional lawyers to make searches
for the analysis. We are still calling for
the Fund for the Intellectual Rights and
Copyrights on Origami, the regulations
of which are described on the web site
(http:/forigami.gr.jp/IPrights/). We
recognize that the issue must always be
on our agenda. We thank you for your
understanding and cooperation.

5) The 60SME (The Sixth
Internation Meeting on Origami in
Science, Mathematics and Education)
on August 10-13, 2014 and JOAS
JOAS playved the central role in
the conference, contacting scholars
worldwide and founding the Organizing
and Program Committees, We had
approximately 280 participants from
thirty countries, and the conference
was a huge success. We continue our
efforts to contribute to the progress of
academic research on origami.

6 ) General Meeting and the Board

The fiscal report of JOAS in 2014 will
be reported in the General Meeting
immediately preceding the 21st Origami
Tanteidan Convention, Members will be
notified of the meeting if they register
their membership by June 30th, 2015.

The Board members for the 26th year
will be: Kawasaki Toshikazu (7),
Kawamura Miyuki (1), Komatsu Hideo
(5), Tachi Tomohiro (5), Tateishi Koichi
(3), Tsuda Yoshio (10}, Nishikawa Seij
(8), Hator1 Koshiro (6), Hojyo Takashi
(7). Maekawa Jun (6), and Mitani
Jun (8) (numbers indicate the years
for which they have been the Board
members consecutively), Kawahata
Fumiaki’'s terms had ended. so he will
not be the Board Member this year.
The chair of the Board will be Tsuda
Yoshio. The Chair of JOAS continues
to be Miura Koryo (Prof. Emeritus,
Tokyo University). We thank you again

for your continuing support.
IR~ > 1505 2015 i 30
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JOAS Express Their Gratitude
to Yamag_uchi Makoto

Japan Origami Academic Society

Translation: Marcio Noguchi

INTRODUCTION
2014 was a milestone year for Japan
Origami Society (JOAS) celebrating 25
years of the establishment of Origami
Tanteidan. During the same summer,
after a gap of 3 years, the successful
60SME also took place. And following
it, the 20 years celebration Origami
Tanteidan convention counted with a
record number of participants. Also,
new activities sprouted. including
the Web Museum and Young Creator
Study Group. demonstrating renewed
determination for further future
developments. None of that would
had been possible if it was not for
Yamaguchi Makoto, a person who
provided strong support since the
foundation of JOAS, and the current
advisor and secretary general. In the
25 years milestone year, JOAS would
like to present a letter of appreciation
to Yamaguchi Makoto, and feature his
various contributions in this issue.
ENCONTER WITH ORIGAMI

Yamaguchi Makoto was born in 1944,
at the neighborhood of Minato-ku
Tokvo, as the eldest brother of a family
in the automotive glass industry in
Sumida-ku. He was a very shy boy.
After graduating university, in 1968, he
embarked on an adventure to Europe.
S0. to date, he still maintains contact

with very good friends in Denmark
with whom he shared joys and sorrows.
Then, he returned to Japan and met Abe
Hisashi when going to a photography
school during the process of becoming a
cameraman. And through the invitation
from Abe Hisashi, he started working
at MNippon Origami Association (NOA)
office. At the same time that he became
responsible for the monthly magazine
“Origami”, he also started creating
his own origami designs. The famous
Christmas Tree (photo) was created
around that period. And even after
becoming an independent origami artist,
he continued to active contribute, by
selecting models for the NOA magazine
and world exhibition, eventually being
nominated as director of NOA.

INDEPENDENT ORIGAMI ARTIST
Yamapguchi Makoto left NOA office
in 1979 to become the chief editor of
Hobby Japan magazine. This magazine
was specialized in military action
figures, so, the unique experience of
being able to see the world of origami
from the outside was probably very
impactful., He became an independent
artist, and after trying to determine
what to do next, he eventually created
Origamihouse in 1989, a permanent
origami gallery, at Bunkyo-Kku,
Tokyo. This location soon became
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Al ifetime Membership award from
OrigamilJSA
a place where voung origami artists

and enthusiasts could meet and share
experiences. And at the same time,
more aclive publishing activities started.
Kimura Yoshihisa, Nishika waSeiji,
and the late Yoshino Isser were among
the main young origami artists that got
logether at Origamihouse, who created
in 1990, a group for origami enthusiasts
called *Origami Tanteidan™. That sroup
became in 1999 what is known today as
JOAS, where Yamaguchi Makoto had
been a board member, and currently
holding the position of advisor and
Executive Director as well as chief
editor for Origami Tanteidan magazine.
GALLERY ORIGAMIHOUSE
Origamihouse was a world pioneer in
creating a space for permanent origami
exhibition. It all started with a simple
question: “why there 1sn't a permanent
origami exhibition in Japan?” During
the early days, information of origami
was disseminated by growing projects
like “Dinosaur exhibition by voung
origami artists”, “Hina-matsuri for
boys”, “Takahama Rie Exhibition™,
and “Dogs Exhibition™ by Sano
Yasuhiro (chairman of NOA at that
time). Currently, the space 1s used to
display fine art origami which ¢an be
seen anytime and for free, including
the works of Eric Joisel’s that were
personally acquired for the collection.
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE

In 1994, Yamaguchi Makoto attended
for the first time the OrigamiUSA

A The first participation at OrigamiUSA | W8
convention, in 1994

4 Beginning of Origami Tanteidan.
Mishikawa Seiji, Yoshino Issei, Kimura
Yoshihisa and Yamaguchi Makoto

—— e
A At OrigamiUSA convention reception
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(OUSA) Convention in New York.
Deeply impressed by the volunteer
based event, he created a similar
program a year after, becaming the first
Origami Tanteidan convention. Since
then, Yamaguchi Makoto participated
at all OrigamiUSA conventions for 21
consecutive years, being recognized by
OrigamilUSA in 2014. At the convention
in New York, Yamaguchi Makoto
established an active interchange of
information with a network of foreign
origami creators and organizers of
origami organizations around the
world. He also proposed the creation
of the Yoshino Issei fund and took
the initiative to promote activities to
promote young Japanese and foreign
origami creators, He was also the one (o
make sure that the foreign guests would
feel welcome when in Japan. Yamaguchi
Makoto also started an interchange with
OrigamiUSA for a period spanning
about 5 years by sending volunteers
for the office, starting with Kamiya
Satoshi. Such active contributions and
exchange activities was recognized by
OrigamiUSA, granting life membership.
a prestigious recognition only given to
very few in the world, like David Brill.
Activities above and beyond the work
with JOAS include participation to
several international conventiens and
becoming an ambassador of origami to

for anyone, anywhere, any time!"

With Michael shall, during his visit to Japan
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more than 15 countries as part of Japan
Foundation program.

In 2005, a discussion was initiated
proposing the celebration of
October 24th, the birthday of Lilian
Oppenheimer, founder of OrigamilUSA,
as the “World Origami Day”.
Yamaguchi Makoto suggested the idea
to also consider November |1th, the
“Origami Day” onceived by NOA, and
make the period from October 24th
until November 11th as the “World
Origami Days”. Based on that proposal,
the World Origami Days (also known as
WOD) had been celebrated since 2009,
with origami events and individual
activities around the globe. OrigarmUSA
and JOAS had also collaborated to
promote the period by collecting and
communicating the activities related
to the celebrations. This kind of
collaboration also demonstrates the
benefits of the exchange of information
and support between a Japanese and
international organization.

[n 2008, recognizing the increasing
importance of the emerging topic
of origami ¢opyright, Yamaguchi
Makoto sponsored the participation
of 10 international creators to come
to Japan. to start discussions and
share information about their own
experiences. Yamaguchi Makoto himself
described a case in Korea involving his
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ARecognition by OrigamilSA
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ADaonation to Origami

A At Karean convention. wearing caravan from MFPP
arigami caravan T-shirt
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own works. Now, ongé positive outcome
of the Korean case was the beginning of
a long lasting relation with the Korean
Origami Association, which can be seen
today in the form of the collaboration of
the summer conventions in Japan and
KRorea.
ARCHIVAL COLLECTION/YOUTH
TRAINING
[t is essential to collect archival to
preserve the history of origami. Efforts
were made together with the origami
historian Okamura Masao in Kyushu
Kodama Archives, in order to avoid
the materials dissipating into private
collections. Yamaguchi Makoto donated
many materials and documents that he
collected when he was working as an
active creator, originating the JOAS
library. Currently, he is passionate in
supporting the establishment of the Web
Museum as well as a research center for
yvoung artist and creators.
CREATIVE AND PUBLISHING
ACTIVITIES
“Complete Origami Fun”™ (1980,
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Aearing the vest presented by
Peru origami association during
assignment with Japan Foundation

Kodansha publishing) was the first
book published by Yamaguchi Makoto.
But, since the creation of Origamihouse
in 1989, the focus had been to publish
books from various creators. Since then,
more than 100 titles where published
over a4 period of 25 years. [Innovation
and high quality had always been
elements of the intense pace to publish
4 titles a year, being among the first to
adopt digital publishing systems for
origami diagrams, and implementing
¢fficient production processes.

Another noteworthy activity was as
planner, advisor, and diagram producer
for the ORU magazine (1993-1996,
Sojusha). ORU magazine was a high
quality magazine for adults interested
in origami, which was well received not
only among the Japanese readers but
also from enthusiasts from the whole
world. Japanese creators like Yoshizawa
Akira, Kawai Toyoaki, Kasahara
Kunihire, S5ano Yasuhiro (NOA
director at the time), young creators
from Origami Tanteidan. and several
international creators were featured
in the ORU magazine. This world
view was reflected by the advice of
Yamaguchi Makoto and sense balance
that is essential between origami matters
and personalities.

Additionally, the “Garage Book Series™
had been expanded based on books of
diagrams with large number of steps
which were generally more difficult
to establish commercially. Most of
the books follows the format of the
content featuring works of a creator,
bound in “cool” black cover. Currently
counting 12 tiles published. this type
of publication of origami model
collections had a tremendous impact
in empowering the creative origami as
well as providing a big contribution for

——— ——

elementary school and shelters after
Greal East Japan earthquake

the development of creators. This style
had also been adopted by Nicolas Terry
from France, publishing his own series
of collections of origami creators.
Of course, this sense of professionalism
and high quality from Yamaguchi
Makoto is present in the Origami
Tanteidan magazine.

CONCLUSION
The breadth and depth of the results
achieved by the many contributions of
Yamaguchi Makoto had been described
in this article. But of course, due to
space limitations, there are omissions.
All such activities had been viewed
from the top. in anticipation of the
future and way of origami. The benefits
are beyond JOAS or NOA with impact
and reassurance to the large community
of origami enthusiasts. | would like 1o
express our appreciation for Yamaguchi
Makoto, and will be looking forward
for further future activities and
contributions.
(Nishikawa Seiji, board member of
Japan Origami Academic Society,
responsible for the article)

By reading this article, it is easy to
understand some of the contributions
that Yamaguchi Makoto provided to
all of us. However, above and beyond
all the material results, I personally
have tremendous respect to the warm
feelings in all activities for origami, |
also sincerely appreciate the support to
the young origami folders by providing
a meeting place, and then becoming
a space for inspiration and creativity.
(Tsuda Yoshio, board chair)

Feflecting back. I ¢can see that [ started
without much thinking and also that
| had been a lucky man. Everything a
result of always being surrounded by
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preat people. OF course there were a few
sad situations, but what really matters
are the many happy moments. And this
continues today, There are still a lot of
things that I would like to accomplish
while I am still healthy. However,
I do not worry. And that is because
the young generation is now ready.
Anyway. this is all a secret :=) | hope it
will become successful so that it will
increase the recognition of the world of
origami, and at the same time a project
that I believe should be originated in
lapan.

In the beginning, | started creating
models hoping that some of them
would become traditional over time,
Howewver, things does not work In
that way. Among the many creations,
| can only think of 2 or perhaps 3
such models. The Christmas Tree,
the Renjishi (Kabuki dance), and the
simple Shirt. Because | created many
models, 1 don’t remember them all. 5o,
it is embarrassing that at workshops, |
have to refer to the diagrams of my own
books.

( Yamaguchi Makoto)
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