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Chapter 1: Name and Purpese

Article 1: Name

I. This society is to be called Nihon Origami Gakkai in Japanese.

2. This society is to be called Japan Origami Academic Society in English.
3. The abbreviated name of this society is JOAS.

Article 2: Purpose

l. The purpose of JOAS is to promote studies of origami, diffusion of origami, and both
domestic and international association of all origami-lovers.

. The studies of origami mentioned above includes designing, designing techniques.
criticism, mathematical studies, educational studies, history, bibliography, studies of the
intellectual property rights, studies of industrial and commercial design, and so on.

Lt

The diffusion of origami mentioned above includes widening appreciation of origami,
expansion of the community of origami-lovers, scouting and rearing the origami talent, and
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! l‘hc chair Anne LaVin opened
providing an overview of the
objectives of the conference: discuss

how to collaborate with people of
diverse countries holding various
information on origami copyright which
are currently spread out: how it will
connect to the future: and tools that
could be used to facilitate it.
Nishikawa Seiji followed sharing
the directions based on the 5th
Conference:
1) The questions (like language,
resources) for maintenance and
operation of an Origami Database
(DB);
2) The concept of fair use and public
domain of origami;
3) And setting forth the concept of
international harmonization of the
concept of origami copyright.
Ne:ﬂ. Robert Lang, special guest
of this year's Origami Tanteidan
convention, presented some interesting
facts of a case.

‘The U.S. copyright registration is
‘a useful system providing strong
rights for damages, however such
system does not exist in Japan.

Topic 1 - The Sarah Morris Case

n 2009 it was found out that Sarah

Morris was using crease patterns
of Robert Lang to create colorized
art. In addition, as the case developed
several other artists were identified
having crease patterns affected. So,
a collaboration with Robert Lang
was formed to address the situation
(although a few had to leave during
the progress of the litigation). While
in the US all creative works are
automatically protected by copyright
upon being established in a tangible
form, a registration is required before
legal actions are possible. And if
registered within 3 months, statutory
damages may apply (attorney fees and




legal claims). In the Sarah Morris case.
most of the works were not timely
registered, however, because "Urigami
Design Secrets” was timely registered,
statutory damages would apply. The
lawsuit was filed in December 2011,
with six plaintiffs. Sarah Morris
claims that her art was based on "fair
use" and transformative clause of the
Crease Patterns. The plaintiffs thought
differently considering crease patterns
having values above and bevond their
instructional purpose. In February
2013, after the court ruled favorably to
the plaintiffs. Sarah Morris proposed a
settlement. The settlement enacted in
March, and case was dismissed. Agreed
that attribution would be recognized
including all the six original plaintiffs.
As the case was settled, that means
that 1t will not constitute a precedent,
However, it 1s possible to recognize
Crease Patterns as an item protected for
future references.

Topic 2 - Building the File
Download site

he illegal download sites on

the web of origami books and
diagrams had been justified because of
high costs of origami books. or being
out of print. and expensive shipping
costs, or resistance to buy an entire
book just for one diagram, among
others. The proposed solution is enable
the sales of file downloads in electronic
format either of a complete book. or a
single diagram. OrigamiUSA started the
construction since the concept of file
downloads five years ago. going live
in October 2012, In order to prevent
illegal posting of download files. all
files contain a watermark with the
information of the buyer. The idea is
that people will chose an inexpensive
and legal file as opposed to the efforts
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involved in removing the watermark,

Differences between Japan and the |
US with respect to the provisions
of the Copyright Act associated to

fair use.

he afternoon session began with

general descriptions of fair use
and public domain. This report will
focus only on the main points. but those
interested can consult the complete
report available at the JOAS library.
(1) In order to determine whether it is
public domain or not, it is critical to
check various aspects of intellectual
property rights.
(2) The fundamental difference of
definition of "Fair Use" is apparent
between the general terms of the US
copyright laws and detailed prescription
of a large number of individual clauses
of the Japanese system.

Free discussion

<The "positive" list presented
towards the JOAS Instructors=>

Robert Lang: When a similar initiative
was proposed in the US, 1t was not
possible to reach an agreement in terms
of the checkbox format and content. In
addition_ there was no reaction from the
Origami Authors and Creators (OAC)
COMMmunIty.

Maekawa Jun: The release of the
information and permissions in itself
will appeal to the fact such rights do
exist in Origami.

Anne LaVin: Origami organizations
should play a role model to convey to
the members and general public on how
to think or act.

Jason Ku: The question on the use of
diagrams for the purpose of education.
Nishikawa Seiji: In the future, we
would like to think about the sales of
downloadable individual diagrams, and

- - e — e ———. —_— o - S ——

make use of said File download site
right away.

Hatori Koshiro: In view of the Japanese
laws the use of copyrighted material is
recognized for non-profits. However, it
becomes more difficult when fees are
charged for a convention, or if it becomes
part of a commercial of an event.

Jason Ku: In the future. it might be
possible for organizations that will
charge fees for instructors.

Anne LaVin: In the US laws. being a
non-profit is merely a required condition
tor tair use. but rather the focus in on
creation of copyright infringement
conditions.

Nishikawa Seiji: It is clear that the
JOAS list also allows commercial
cases as long as it does no involve high
prices.

<|ndividual comments>

Kawamura Miyuki: Are there creators
who describes the conditions of use of
their work in their web site?

Hatori Koshiro: Many creators in Japan
have written permission forms of their
own work.

Robert Lang: In the US it rarely
happens.

Kawamura Miyuki: Does ingquiries on
permissions needed in order to teach
particular models happen frequently”’
Robert Lang: Our usual reply is to try
to contact the creator directly.
Yamaguchi Makoto: Such inquiries
are also common in Japan. As long as
the contact of the creator 1s known,
we request a reply from the creator
themselves.

There had been a lot of discussions
around the topic of the use of characters
(from comics and animations). For those
interested, details of such discussions

are recorded on the minutes. available
on the JOAS Library.
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Uses of Origami in Junior High School Curriculum
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