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Chapter 1: Name and Purpose
Article 1: Name

|. This society is to be called Nihon Origami Gakkai in Japanese.
2. This society is to be called Japan Origami Academic Society in English.
3, The abbreviated name of this society is JOAS.

Artiele 2: Purpose

l. The purpose of JOAS is to promote studies of origami, diffusion of origami, and both
domestic and international association of all origami-lovers.

2. The studies of origami mentioned above includes designing, designing techniques.
criticism. mathematical studies, educational studies, history, bibliography, studies of the
intellectual property rights, studies of industrial and commercial design. and so on.

3. The diffusion of origami mentioned above includes widening appreciation of origami,

expansion of the community of origami-lovers, scouting and rearing the origami talent, and
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his was the 5Sth [nternatiﬂnal

Origami Copyright Meeting."
Dennis Walker, creator of the Origami
Database (DB), Oka Masao, creator of
Origami ABC Index. and Nishikawa
Seiji from Japan Origami Academic
Society (JOAS) presented lectures on
the theme "what kind of information
should be registered on an Origami
DB" during the first part of the
meeting, leading to discussions on the
topic. Then, based on that, the second
part focused on the theme "Origami
Copyright and DB" and with some
new participants also promoted good
exchange of ideas and problems,

Debate

The opinions of the participants,
questions, discussions, and comments
provided after the lectures aligned well
with the theme. Below are a selection of
comments on each theme,

Database (DB)

Maekawa Jun: [s there any intention
to include number of steps in the
Database? It would be a useful indicator
of a model’s complexity level.

Dennis Walker: We are not currently
considering that. But it is a good idea.
Oka Masao: Origami enthusiasts
might be interested in finding different
information in a DB. They might want
to fold a particular model, in which case
they would want to find out details of
where they can find the diagrams.

Oka Masao: Another important aspect
of DB structure is data quality and
consistency (for example the potential
issue of having some entries with very
complete and detailed information,
but others with just the model name
provided).

Copyright and Permissions
Nishikawa Seiji: One infringement
case involved a Wagtail [ designed
being used on the cover of a CD jacket.
In this case., we strongly protested
because it was an example of complete
unauthorized use of the model. We had
no choice but to claim damages and
attorney fees.

Himanshu Agrawal: Clearly these
results demonstrate that the costs might




have been significantly less if it had
been negotiated in the beginning based
on a proper request of permission and
licensing.

Nishikawa Seiji: In addition to the
Wagtail case. there was another case
of a CD jacket using unauthorized
materials. Also, there was a case
of a sculpture based on Yamaguchi
Makoto’s Origami designs being
displayed at a hotel in the United States.
In all these cases, our understanding
is that there was no resistance to the
fact of copyright infringement. In
other words, there was no argument
against recognizing the copyright of
representational art as design. As a
matter of fact, there is great significance
that the copyright was not contested.
(On the other hand. it looks like there is
more resistance when trying to protect
the "representational art" based on the
folding sequence.,

David Brill: The OAC (Origami
Authors and Creators) was created 5
years ago. Creators continue to feel
frustrations about illegal copies of
books (diagrams). We found out that
it is possible to remove such copies
with protests and identification of the
copyright holder, However, soon after
removing one copy, we discover several
other mstances. It is an endless process.
Several file sharing sites exists around
the world, making it difficult if not
impossible to stop them all.
Himanshu Agrawal: One possible
solution would be to publish a
legitimate e-book together with the
printed version. For example, Nicolas
Terry also offers an electronic version
tor his publications, so | was happy to
pay an addiuonal 2 Euros in order to
be able to immediately download the
electronic copy while waiting for the
printed version to be shipped.

Dennis Walker: If a legal electronic
copy is reasonably priced. many people
will be encouraged to buy it. Although
difficult to obtain zero piracy, many
people have a sense of guilt when
downloading illegal copies. | personally
would think that many people would
buy a legal copy if available at a fair
price, hence reducing the problem of
illegal file download.

Oka Masao: It is not possible to
obtain books that are out-of-print.
Wouldn't it be possible to have a
mechanism allowing the purchase at fair
price of scanned image files of properly
managed out-of-print books?

Maekawa Jun: From an author's point

of view, it might be a difficult question
to answer. The author might consider
the printed book itself to have historical
value, in which case they may not want
to see them reprinted.

The Impact of Origami
Copyright

David Brill: Many cases of piracy
are a result of ignorance of copyright.
So, rather that getling angry, it may be
worth conveying a word of sympathy
and consideration for better results.
Dennis Walker: In my case. a video
with instructions how to fold my
Snowflake was posted with proper
authorization. However, a copy of it was
uploaded in a different location, without
proper permission, When inquiring the
infringer, the answer was that he was not
aware about copyrights. He apologized
and asked for conditions required in
order to rectify the mistake. At that point
| accepted the apology, and agreed to
resolve the situation by including in the
copy of the video the proper credits of
the creator and location.

Jason Ku: A CP of my model was
used in a poster for a conference hosted
by an academic society, A friend who
did not know about the situation told
me about it and congratulated me for
having my model used in the poster,
When contacting the society about
the matter, an immediate apology was
given. They said that they were not
aware that they had done something
wrong. They offered to fix the situation
by crediting me and giving me copies
of the printed materials as a form of
compensation.

Komatsu Hideo: When an Origami
creator says that copyright i1s important.
it seems like there is a tendency for
those who understand the situation well
to atrophy and those who are ignorani
L0 use in an extravagant way.
Nishikawa Seiji: In that sense, | think
it would also be important to create
a "Positive List" of uses that do nof
violate copyright.

About Origami Public Domain
12]
(PD)
Sato Naomiki: In the Origami world,
1s there a concept of public domain?
Anne LaVin: It is necessary to look
case by case. There are also differences
depending on the country in question.
Komatsu Hideo: The Japanese
Library of Congress is progressing in
creating electronic copies of books
in the public domain. Some Origami

books were included in that process.
Nishikawa Seiji: That is an important
point when talking about copyright
guidelines. In general [in Japan] the
criterion is simple; 50 years after the
death of the creator. But what are the
conditions for an Origami model to be
considered public domain? In music, it
1s generally accepted that the melodic
notes are protected, but a similar
definition will be needed for an origami
base. for example.

Oka Masao: The boundaries of
variation and creation would also be a
challenge.

Dennis Walker: It would be
interesting for OAC to clarify the
mindset that being available for
download on the Internet does not mean
that the model is available for public
domain.

Future Plans

Yamaguchi Makoto: It was good
to hear during this conference the
potentials of a DB. I hope such
information will serve as a stepping-
stone for further discussions next year.
David Brill: Similar to how it has
been done in the past, I think it would
be a good idea to organize the next
conference around a large convention,
when many authors and creators are
already gathered. We will report later
on the location of the next conference.

Closing Remarks - Miura
Koryo

The first Copyright meeting took place
3 years ago. We should continue with
our research on the topic as well as
acknowledge the importance of a DB. |
feel grateful that there are people who
have already built such DBs. JOAS,
Dennis Walker, and Oka Masao, have
all provided key contributions for our
future direction. And the research and
construction of a DB might go beyond
copyright and may connect to increased

publicity. I am thankful for the efforts
of all.

Noes:

[1] Past International Origami Copyright Conferences:
|st October 2008 JOAS Hall, Tokyo. (Issue 112,
Origami Tanteidan Magazine. 2008)|2nd June
2009 OrigamiUSA Convention, NYC. (Issue 117,
Origami Tanteidan Magazine, 20091 3rd August
2010 Held jolntly with JOAS lecture, Toyo
University, Tokyo. (Issue 123, Origami Tanteidan
Magazine, 2010)|4th August 201| JOAS Hall,
Tokyo. (sue 129, Origami Tanteidan Magazine,
2011)

|2] Public Domain: Common property, a creation
where intellectual property rights was not
defined or ceased, Also, even in music there are
no defined rules such as: itis OK to use up 1 a
certain number of notes,
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Yoshino Issei Fund invites foreign origamists to our conventions.

The Yoshino Issei Fund, named
in commemoration of the tal-
ented origami designer, aims to
support the exchange of ideas
between the world’s origami art-
ists. Supported by contributions
from Tanteidan members, the
fund invites foreign folders to
attend our conventions.

This year, we would like to in-
vite two foreign origami artists
to the 19th Tanteidan Conven-
tion in Tokyo, which will take
place in August 2013.

We will be accepting applica-

26 ISR 137 B 2013

tions from candidates until the
end of the February. We accept
both recommendations and di-
rect applications. The selection
committee will make their deci-
sion and announce in May, first
to the winners directly, then in
our magazine and on our web
site.

The selected guests will be
required to attend the 19th Con-
vention and teach some models.
The Yoshino Issei Fund will offer
each guest up to 200,000 yen
for travel and lodging expenses.

We will also help arrange for ac-
commodations.

Please send us an application
including the candidate’s name,
age, address, telephone num-
ber, fax number, email address,
and some examples of the can-
didate’s work (photographs of
models, diagrams, books, etc.).
Yoshino Issei Fund
c/o Gallery Origami House
1-33-8-216, Hakusan, Bunkyo-
ku,Tokyo, 113-0001
JAPAN

Email : webman@origami.gr.|p
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onvention Book Vol.19

It is winter, but we are already ex-

cited at our starting preparation for
the JOAS 19th Origami Tanteidan
Convention.
As we do every year, we now call
for diagrams from folders all over
the world. In order for us to accept
your diagrams, please observe the
following requirements:

1) The diagrams you send cannot
have been published already.
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2) The diagrams you send must be
in a digital form. We STRONGLY
encourage sending editable vector
diagrams, especially in either Adobe
lllustrator or FreeHand formats.

It your diagrams are accepted for
publication, we will send you one
copy of the 19th Convention Book
to express our gratitude. The of-
ficial deadline for submission will
be the end of June 2013, but again,
we STHONGLY encourage you to
submit your diagrams early. Please
send your data to the following email
address: convi19@origami.gr.jp

As always, we look forward to
reviewing your unique and original
diagrams.
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