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Chapter 1: Name and Purpose

Article 1: Name

I. This society is to be called Nihon Origami Gakkai in Japanese.

2. This society is to be called Japan Origami Academic Society in English.
3. The abbreviated name of this society is JOAS.

Article 2: Purpose
l. The purpose of JOAS is to promote studies of origami, diffusion of origami, and both
domestic and international association of all origami-lovers.

2. The studies of origami mentioned above includes designing, designing technigues,
criticism, mathematical studies, educational studies, history, bibliography, studies of the
intellectual property rights, studies of industrial and commercial design, and so on.

3. The diffusion of origami mentioned above includes widening appreciation of origami,
expansion of the community of origami-lovers, scouting and rearing the origami talent, and
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reated in 2008 by Origami artist

Yamaguchi Makoto, this was the fifth
installment'” of the International Origami
Copyright Conference. So far, the Japan
Origami Academic Society (JOAS) has
organized and administered the meetings
with the support of its board members. This
article provides an overview report of the 5th
International Origami Copyright Conference.

Introduction

This conference was notable given
the participation of Dennis Walker
from Scotland, 18th Origami Tanteidan
Convention Yoshino Issei Fund special guest
and creator of the Onigami Database.” Also,
funded by the Origami Intellectual Rights
Studies of JOAS, Oka Masao from Kyushu,
creator of the Origami Index (Origami
“ABC™)" was invited. The theme of the
conference was centered around Origami
Copyright and Database, which promoted
discussions of the present situation and
challenges faced. As indicated in Figure

I TESVE, BTEEDEEE

" The space of origami art work

Origami Database network

=
i

Authewrred dagram downbosd ue
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1, three topics were presented during the
mnitial half, while the format for the second
part was based on free discussions among
the participants. Details of the proceedings
of this conference were recorded in both
English and Japanese, and are available for
viewing at the JOAS library.

Keynote lecture: Dennis Walker
Dennis initially created the Origam: DB
around 1991 to sort out his own collection
of Origami books and BOS magazines. With
widespread use on the Internet beginning
around 7 years ago, he enhanced his system
with functionalities such as searching over
the network and the uploading of images by
users. Currently, the Ongami DB contains
about 45,000 models (that have a diagram
or crease pattern published) providing
information like the model name and
creator. On average, the site receives about
a thousand hits a day, mainly from English
speaking countries, by users searching for
a model or Origami book. The Origami
DB 1s currently in the design phase for a
future planned version that will implememnt

copyright attributes.

About the Construction of the

Origami Index: Oka Masao
Oka Masao also mitially created a list of

books for his personal use. As he joined the
Kyushu Onigami group, he made the Onigami
Index public. He started entering data in
2001, and as of August Ist, 2012, the Index
now contains 39 books and 622 magazines
from the Nippon Origami Association
(NOA), Origami House and JOAS, for a
total of 8,990 models that can be searched.
The data of the Index is managed in an
Excel spreadsheet, and then converted into
HTML so that it can be posted to the web. In
addition, it contains the table of contents of
another 180 books,

Both the Origami Index and Origami DB
face common challenges: for example, the
problem of integration in the case of a similar
model that is published in multiple books,
or the fact that maintenance is solely based
on volunteer work. [t feels like the current
systems have already reached their limits.
Also, even though it is possible to associate
a model name with the book in which it
was published, it 1s difficult to organize
photos of the finished model. And there is
the not so uncommon situation where books
are hard to access or are out of print. The
Origami DB maintained by Dennis allows
pictures taken by volunteers to be uploaded.
However, this is not the only service that
could be provided. It would be conceivable
to ask for a hicense for different uses of the
publication. But incentives are not clear for
the individuals that either receive or grant the
license, in other words the user or copynight
holder respectively. The Database Index
of Oka Masao supporis Japanese language
only, but Dennis’ Origami DB presents some

additional challenges in trying to address
other languages, in particular with respect to
the complexity resulting from the differences
in the format of foreign names.

What Kind of Information Might
Be Registered into an Origami

DB: Nishikawa Seiji
With participation from database crealors

from both the West and Japan, it was possible
to share some current issues. Nishikawa Seiji
presented some slides to motivate discussion.

Slide 1: Figure is omitied.

1. JOAS created guidelines back in 2005 and
has been researching the subject since then,
specifically, how to build a compromise
between the law and Ongami creativity. For
example, computer programs by nature faced
technological 1ssues that could not be sorted
out with copynght. However, because of
its significant economic value, it resulted in
the creation of specific new laws. Generally
legislation comes after the fact. At the
present moment, laws specific to Origami
are out of question. Therefore, it is necessary
to keep in mind the perspective of trying
to achieve reconciliation. At this point, we
would like to take the position that Origami
is fundamentally a form of fine art. In that
case, “to fold” means “to copy™*. This
means that the creator should have the right
to restrict copying (folding). Publication by
the author may give implicit permission “to
copy™ (to fold) for personal use. However,
it would be wrong to distribute copies of
diagrams to third parties beyond the scope
of personal use, allowing them to perform an
unspecified number of copies.

2. Now, the nght to restrict copying is a very
strong statement, and is not the only case
to focus on. The artist might want to take
into account their contribution to cultural
development, and want to release their rights
in a controlled way.

3. It is possible to come up with a broad
interpretlation of fine art, in which case
simple shapes (for example, simple hearts
or cubes) may require active theoretical
discussions in order for them to be treated as
valid subjects of copyright.

4. We believe based on this reasoning, that
the majority of Origami models accepted as
creations can be considered “copynightable™.
Even simple models contain plenty of
expression as a design.

Slide 2: Figure 2 -The space of origami
artwork

This is a chart describing of the universe of
Origami models. For example, EJ stands for
Eric Joisel. He presented a strong tendency
in style towards both fine art and a high
degree of complexity. On the other hand,
another important aspect of Origami is that
it allows any individual to fold a model by
themselves (using a diagram) and promotes
joy through the process of folding. In that

case, we want 10 consider positioning
Origami as a representational art. From that
point of view, an argument €xists 1o compare
Origami to music. Now, it 1s not possible to
find a law that fits anything that s ke music
but at the same time 15 considered a fine art.
However, if we want to work harmoniously
with current law, it will be necessary to

consider a discussion based on fine an,

Slide 3: Figure is omitted.

This slide depicted an example of a possible
database schema with copyright attributes.
If we consider “folding™ as one form of
“copy”, then we can define “permission™
as “permission to copy”. In general, even
though there 15 no need to mention about
“fair use", it is probably recommended to
explicitly describe it. When dealing with
a large number of individuals, inevitably
there will be differences between free and
commercial situations. Contact details will
be needed in order to ask for permission.
Therefore, a “list” indicating the copyright
position of each creator would be useful in
such cases, For instance, the Wagtail model
by Nishikawa Seiji was used on the cover of
a CD jacket without permission.

Slide 4: Figure 3

A Databasc, like the ones created by Denmis
Walker or Oka Masao, has the purpose of
organizing information about all the Ongami
models that exist in the world (or Japan). In
addition, it can assist with the function of a
download site authorized by the copyright
holder, a copyright information database,
etc. Now is the time to look into modern
networking, Future solutions offering
links from libraries to access out of print
publications might then become reality.'”

Keep in mind that this is a conceptual
diagram. The question of implementation
is a separate issue. What we know at the
present moment is that a properly maintained
download site of authorized content or
database with copyright information does not
currently exist. (To be continued)

Notes:

(1] Past International Origami Copyright Conferences:
Ist October 2008 JOAS Hall, Tokyo. (Issue | 12,
Origami Tanteldan Magazine, 2008)|2nd June
2009 OrigamiUSA Convention, NYC. (lssue 117,
COrigami Tanteidan Magazine, 2008) |3rd August
2010 Held jointly with JOAS lecture. Toyo
University, Tokyo. (Issue 123, Origami Tanteidan
Magazine 2010)|4th August 2011 JOAS Hall,
Tokyo. (Issue 129, Origami Tanteidan Magazine,
2011)

12] hitp/ /www.origamidatabase, com/

[3] hitpe/ /homepage2.nlfty. com/ noachikugo/
atuen/O00Lhtm

I4] Issue 76, Origami Tanteidan Magazine, 2002
Close-up™ article “Columbus Egg”™ by Sekasegawa
Takashi describes a similar point

|5] For example. the model “Action Heart” Is clearly
not simply a plece with a format of a heart. but
rather a creative

[6] In fact. links exist from the JOAS Library page
to Origami “ABC", and also from the Origami DB
of Dennis Walker to the BOS and OrigamilISA
Libraries.
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