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Chapter 1: Name and Purpose

Article 1: Name
|. This society is to be called Nihon Origami Gakkai in Japanese.
2. This society is to be called Japan Origami Academic Society in English,
3. The abbreviated name of this society is JOAS.
Article 2: Purpose
I. The purpose of JOAS is to promote studies of origami, diffusion of origami, and both
domestic and international association of all origami-lovers.

2. The studies of origami mentioned above includes designing, designing techniques,
criticism, mathematical studies, educational studies, history. bibliography, studies of the
intellectual property rights, studies of industrial and commercial design, and so on.

1 The diffusion of origami mentioned above includes widening appreciation of origami,
expansion of the community of origami-lovers, scouting and rearing the origami talent, and
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A sheet of paper have a different face when

"”’l"jI 7}03 you extend it into a flat plane or bend it.
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y Both designs are beautiful and | like them,
so | tried to put them into one model.
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Do the same steps three other flaps.
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@ " (4
(® B

BHRT,
Turn the model
OVer,

IHE5fb @~ &
FWTIAEIZT S, [FERIZir 5.

Open and the model Do the same steps
becomes 3D. as (2 to (o).
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Tuck the flaps
into the pockets.
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You need 30 units.
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12 units model
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Assemble and make
a triangular ring.
Tuck and assemble
the other units in
the same way.
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Fold and unfold. You need 6 units.
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Tuck the flap
into the pocket.

6 units
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Assemble and make
a triangle ring.
Tuck and assemble
the other units in
the same way.

Tuck the flaps
into the pockets,
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The methods and technique of tie-dying are similar to
origami in many senses. For exampie, the following pro-

cesses are common:a

1. tying the cloth so that it forms a branching structure
2. coiling it around a log and press it down

3. folding the cloth and press it

They respectively remind us of works of Vincent Floderer,
Miura-ori, and geometrical tessellation, don't they? They are
very traditional methods, and in the town of Arimatsu, Aichi,
they have been being done for 400 years. Moreover, 1. and
2. are not only used for dying, but are they used for forming

textured structures.
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A Visit with Shuzo Fujimoto
BEAE=K%ZIH1AT OrigamiUSA "The Paper"#5

Robert J. Lang

Translator: Tateishi Koichi

I n April 2006, [ was the guest at the JOAS
regional convention in Kobe. (JOAS has
begun holding smaller regional conventions
in addition to their main convention in To-
kvo each August.) | taught some models (in-
cluding “A Miura-ken Beauty Rose” that I
included in JOAS convention book) and gave
a talk, Before and after the convention, | was
hosted by Mr. Yamaguchi. I met him in To-
kyo and then we drove down (and back) a
trip of several hours. On the way back, we,
along with Seiji Nishikawa, Takashi Hojyo,
and Koichi Tateishi. traveled to Sasayama

(which is quite out of the way) to visit one of

the legends of origami: Shuzo Fujimoto.
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While Akira Yoshizawa can be considered the
father of the modern origami art form, there
were many other origami pioneers during the
mid-twentieth century, Shuzo Fujimoto can
rightfully be considered the father of mod-
ern geometric folding. Although many fold-

Fujimoto’s house. The public room was packed
with boxes of his folds, papers, tessellations,
modulars, and gifts from his various visitors.
AR ERICEEOFERIEREMA T H'),
BfErSHMONLfEROBVTH L,

}\“— t\ lJ 7 7 ﬁnﬂ jE:u_

ers are aware of his name via a few of his
models that have become famous - his twist
cube, and his hydrangea tessellation, to name
two - he investigated and inspired an aston-
ishing range of genres: modulars, folding di-
visions and approximations, pleated forms,
twists, and tessellations, to name but a few.

SRR COITKEROLTHLIE
(EREEEV, Lo L, 200 EITIZIEE <
DT HORGE O THL EANE
= I 8 2% CHEC O BT R D8 A
EDLTHLHEDINBMEEIF DR
I DOEamD &Rl 2B L THI-TidwW i
— RN 6, L 8WiiaEAH{ Tk
T 5, L L EITEEIEFNRLINGEHIZE
Kby y vehdnl . x5 28t oo
'f&ﬁu L=y Mk, 1 - 95T D i T
i AT D, A 0D, ¥ 47 e B
FIZWEZ VDT HDH,

Now 84, he remains spry and lives in his tra-
ditional-style house in the Sasayama coun-
tryside, aided by his daughter who lives
across the street. Fujimoto-san speaks no En-
glish, so Tateishi-san provided translation
during our meeting. He was trained as a
chemist and worked in the pharmaceutical
industry for a time. However, due to unpleas-
ant experiences in World War 11, he moved
to Sasayama and became a high school
teacher, where he was to spend the rest of his
professional career. He began investigating
modulars from a very practical motivation:
to make atomic models for teaching his stu-

A display of modules, one-piece pleated sol-
ids, and tessellations. The paintings are a gift
from (and painted by) Dave Birill.
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dents and began developing his designs in
the 1950s. Because he wished to keep a low
profile, he published very little under his own
name, but some of his works appeared in
Japanese teaching magazines over the ensu-
ing decades.
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His first widely-published book, Sozo-sei-o
Kaihatsu-suru Rittai Origami, appeared in

Several samples, up close and personal. Many
people had given Fujimoto their foldings of his
designs, their foldings of their own designs in-
spired by his works, and these were all mixed
up together; so it's possible that some of the
pieces here are others’ work,
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1976, and he shortly came to the attention of
the Western world, displaying works in Bir-
mingham, England, in 1979, and seeing sev-
eral of his works appear in Western publica-
tions, notably British Qrigami Magazine. Bul
his influence extends throughout origami. In
tessellations, in particular, one can trace
Fujimoto's influence throughout the field. It
is fairly well-established that the concept of
origami tessellations - meaning folding a
single uncut sheet so that the folded edges
form a regular geometric (and usually peri-
odic) pattern - was independently conceived
by many artists over many years. But
Fujimoto investigated one of the fundamen-
tal building blocks - the simple flat twist -
and showed how it could be combined n
many ways to create elaborate patterns. His
work on twists was what inspired Toshikazu
Kawasaki to begin investigating twists - cul-
minating in his famous (and eponymous)
Rose - and launched Chris Palmer on his ex-
plorations of twists and tessellations that took
the latter genre to an entirely new level and
has made tessellations one of the most ex-
plosively growing genres within the art.
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Left-Right: Takashi Hojyo, Koichi Tateishi, and
Shuzo Fujimoto.
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But in addition, Fujimoto investigated many
more three-dimensional structures. For ex-
ample, he showed that by taking a pleated
form and introducing crimps and/or reverse-
folds to form a 3-D cross-section, the result
could then be stretched about an axis to cre-
ate a 3-dimensional solid of rotation (a con-
cept used in the traditional magic trick called
“Troublewit™). This technique has subse-
quently been explored directly and/or
adopted as a design element by many origami
artists, including John Richardson and Mark
Turner and finds extensive exploration in the
work of Paul Jackson.
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During our visit, most of the conversation
took place in Japanese, of course, Tateishi-
san very kindly translated bits for me as we
went along, and I madly shot photographs of
everything I could. I'm enclosing a few in
the rest of this article. (July, 2006)
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One of Fujimoto’s books.
| believe this is "Sozo
Suru Origami Asobi”,
which was published in
1982, and contains an
incredible array of explo-
rations of origami tessel-
lations.
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More tessellations. The rightmost pattern is the
(6.3]. Archimedean hexagon-triangle tessella-
tion with the edges of the hexagons folded in
to form the star shape.
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Three-dimensional pleated shapes from the
same book. Fujimoto extensively explored this
concepl, creating not just the simple shapes
like spheres found in later artists’ work, but
quite elaborate cross-sections reminiscent of
goblets,candelabra, and more.
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