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Nhiing ky uc
sau ngay 30.4.1975

Phan mot:

Nhiing ngay sau 30 thang tu.

Sau ngay 30 thang tu, tri nhiing
AXnhém sinh vién theo Cong san,
sinh vién Phat Tt (cling chiu anh hudng
Cong San), Cong Gido Yéu Nudc, Tri
thtic Yéu Nudc, thanh phan nam vung...
ca thanh pho, lao dong hay tri thtic, déu
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rat hoang mang va chd dgi. Lac nay vi da
s0, it ra giGi trung luu, van con gao, nudce
mam, nhu yéu pham du tri... nén chua
phai doi dién cai doi ngay tuc thi. Da s
cac gia dinh déu kiém diém lai nguoi
than, ai con, ai da di tan, ai trong quan
ngl chua lién lac dugc...

Mot s6 ngudi cd thién y thi co tin la
Cong san 75 sé khac cong san 54, khong
c6 gi phai lo ngai. Mdt s6 cho rang, dudi
ap luc quoc té, sé cé chinh phua lam thaoi
dai dién cho Mién Nam va chinh sach
cling nhu cudc song tai mién Nam hay it
ra Sai Gon sé dé thd hon Mién Bac...

Mot s6 thi hiéu r6 Cong San, biét
la thoi khac den t6i da dén va chuan bi
tim cach vugt bién. Nha giau thi lo chon
dau vang bac, ctia céi... Chg btia van hop
nhung c¢6 mdt su chd doi ndng né, tin
don day ray, ké ca tin chinh quyén CS sé
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bat nii sinh Mién Nam 14y by doi thuong
tat... Diéu nay lam mot s6 cdp dang yéu
nhau cap t6c lam dam cuéi (1)

Chinh quyén Cong San lo don dep
dudng pho, thu hoi vii khi bo lai... cing
bon nam vung chi diém di rudng bat cac
nhan vién an ninh, quan chtc cé tiéng
tam, nhiing nhan vat c6 uy quyén thai
ché do ct... Luc nay chua thay cong an
ma hau hét cac thanh phan chinh quyén
CS, dan sy, an ninh hay quan déi, déu
mac quan phuc bd doi vi chinh quyén CS
la chinh quyén quan quan. Non coi thay
day ray. Mot s6 tay xu thai, bat chudc hay
toan tinh vugt bién... cling di nén céi dé
dé tra tron... Trong nhiéu xém, co quan
ché do cii... 10i ra nhiing tay nam vung
lam moi ngudi déu ngé ngang. Ngay Cuc
Quan Y, Dai ta Cuc Trudéng Pham ha
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Thanh cting khong phai di hoc tap. Co
tin don la 6ng Thanh da lién lac trudc véi
phe Cong San. Kinh khung that, VNCH
dé cho bon nam vung, bon hai mit, bon
thoi co va bon phan thung... lan vao hang
ngl nhiéu qua. Dén day, vi cd qua nhiéu
diéu phai noi nén t6i xin chi tap trung vé
phia Cong Gido va SVCG.

Thich tri Quang, t6i khong tim hiéu
su viéc, thi im re, bi chinh quyén Quéan
Quan CS quan thuc tai chua An Quang,
khong dugc di dau hét.

Phia Cong Gido, cac Linh Muc Cong
San nhu Pham cong Minh, Phan khac
Tu, Truong ba Can... hay than cong nhu
Nguyén huy Lich, Thanh Lam... cdng
khai ra mat. Lac nay xdy ra ba vu 16n 1a
nha thé Vinh Son chéng chinh quyén
CS, vu bat bic Cha Nguyén van Thudn,
vu chdng doéi va truc xuat Duc Kham st
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Toa Thanh Henri LeMaitre. Toi nghiép
nhat la Pidc Tong Giam Muc Nguyén
van Binh. Ngai la ngud6i dao dtic nhung
on hoa nén chiu ap lyc moi bé.

Mot 1an, t6i co t6i du thanh 1€ budi
sang Ngai lam trong khuon vién toa Tong
(tai nha nguyén go tii théi Giam Muc Ba
ba Loc).

Trong thdi gian nay, t6i lién lac nhiéu
v6i anh Dinh phan Cu, ghé thiam cha
Pham long Tién may lan, cé ghé tham
hai cu théan sinh anh Tran ngoc Van mot
lan. Do tinh ¢6 run rui, téi gdp nhiéu
ban tré SVCG Dba Lat, dan em hay ban
anh Nguyén van Nam va tu dé quen véi
nhom cac ban nam n@ SV Pa Lat nhu
mot s ban nam khong con nhé tén...
cac ban nd nhu Tran thi S, Pham kim
Ngén, Nguyén thi Tuyét Lan...(nguoi sau
nay dung la do dinh ménh, tré thanh ba



14 | Dwong Nguyén

chu cua toi- ba xa- bay gio).Tai sao do
dinh ménh thi s€ noi sau, con dai dong
rac roi lam... M6t s6 linh muc, tu si...
khong phai CS hay than cong nhung tim
cach thich nghi v6i chinh quyén CS nhu
LM Thién C4m, so Mai Thanh (Bé Trén
mot dong ni tu, hinh nhu Couvent des
Oiseaux, 6 dudng Cong Ly) nén cing bi
budc cho la than Cong. Trong thdi gian
nay, toi cé gap Nguyén van Ta (hinh nhu
nhém SV Phung Su xa héi) va Ta cé dén
nha téi & Tha Duc dung com trua mot
lan. Sau do t6i c6 nghe tin Ta bi bat va
chét ra sao, t6i khong ro.

Cac em SVCG Da Lat c6 thanh lap
mot nhom dé€ 1én Long Khanh khan ho-
ang lap 4p va c6 ra téi di (vung gan cho
anh Bui van Hung, luat khoa). Toi c6 di
theo quan sat mot lan nhung chua cé y
dinh gi thi Uy Ban Quan Quén ra thong
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bao di hoc tap cai tao. La Dugc Si Trung
uy Quan Y, du da biét phai, toi cling phai
ra trinh dién hoc tap. Sau nay, khi vé, toi
c6 nghe tin mot em trong nhém SV ba
Lat ndi trén mat & Long Khanh do bénh
sOt rét.
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Phan hai:

Hoc tap cai tao

C/ ac vién chuc, si quan VNCH rat
\Jhoang mang lo lang. Mt s6 da
biét nhiéu vé CS nhu si quan an ninh,
tinh bao, canh sat...biét 1a sé bi “tu” dudi
mot hinh thiic nao ddy nén da tim dudng
vugt bién hay di dén viing khdc, cdi trang
gid dang dé€ tron hoc tip. Ca nhan toi
biét hai ngudi tron hoc tap thanh cong
va con di My chinh thuc vé sau. Diéu nay
ching t6 bd may cua CS cling c6 nhiéu
16 héng. Vé can béan, khi méi tiép quan
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mién Nam, ho dua vao ddm VC ndm
vung dia phuong la chinh, bang cach nao
doé, quen biét, khéo xt hay qua médt dugc
ddm nay la thoat... Cic vién chtc cap
nho, si quan chuyén moén, van phong, y
té... b6t lo ngai hon, cho la minh khong
cd ng mau gi véi CS. Tin don tran lan...S
au 30 thang tu mot thoi gian, toi khong
con nhé chinh xéc khi nao, Uy ban Quan
Quan ra thong bao moi vién chtic chinh
quyén ci, si quan quan doi, c6 noi o cac
cap bac, phai trinh dién hoc tép cai tao.

Cudc dd6i doi nao ciing c6 ngudi hén
ngudi xui. Co nhiéu ngudi hang hai qua
thanh ra di “hoc tap cai tao oan” nhu sé
noéi sau. Trén doi, ngoai trang va den,
bao gid cling c6 vung xam, 16 md, nhép
nhdng. Thi du: Théng bao khong noi rd
ve cac trudng hop nhu sinh vién si quan
ba Lat méi vao trudng Vo bi, Y Nha
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Dugc si méi nhan lénh trung tép chua
gan lon hay mét trudng hgp ntia 1a cac si
quan da gidi ngi... Thong bao noi da giai
ngl khong can trinh dién nhung ai di
trinh dién thuc t€ ciing phai hoc tap tu
hai t6i 5 nam. C6 nguoi da gidi ngt nghi
di chang bao lau nén ciing di trinh dién
cho chac an, yén tam... Thé€ la di mét leo,
xa vg xa con 5 ndm lién. Di nhién gidi
ngl ma cap bac cao qud, khong che giau
dugc dia vi ctia minh, hay dan VC dia
phuong khong ua, t6 1én Uy Ban Quén
Quan, ho cling t6i bat di. Luc tranh t6i
tranh sang, s6 phan con ngudi that mong
manh, song chét chi trong dudng to ké
toc. Vai tuan dau, nhiing ké pham phap
nhu cudp giat, danh nhau... bi b doi hop
dan trong phudng khom t6 chiic Toa An
nhan dan. Moi ngudi noéi tha thi tha, néi
nhoét 1a nhot!!! Phudng khom ciing t6
chtic hoc tép cho dan dia phuong.
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Lac nay, nhiing ngudi chan chi,
thanh that... bi thiét thoi... Lanh le, hiéu
chuyén, liéu linh lai thodt nan. C4 nhan
toi biét rat ro nhiéu sinh vién vo bi maéi
vao trudng di trinh dién phai hoc tap cai
tao hai hay ba nam. Ngugc lai, c6 nguoi
ra phudng khém xin gidy chung nhan
da hoc tép céi tao tai chd va song binh
thudng, vé sau con dilam cong nhan vién
chtic cho CS. Mt Dugc si tén Nguyén
vin Am mdi c6 1énh trung tap cing hing
hai di trinh dién hoc tép, phai & trong
trai cdi tao hai nam... Thong bao con noi
cap uy ... mang theo ba ngay luong kho,
cap td... mang theo 7 ngay. Nhiéu ngudi
suy ludn chi hoc tap ba hay bay ngay nén
dua nhau trinh dién!!! Chinh vi cau néi
vé “luong khd” nay ma vai thang dau méi
vao trai, lic nao ai cing nhon nhdo nghi
la sap vé.
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Nhiéu ngudi cho rang CS dé ltia bang
cach d6 d€ moi ngudi trinh dién dong da.
VE€ sau, suy nghi k¥, toi thay khong phai.
Ly do chinh vi dan Mién Nam khong
quen cach an noéi suy nghi ctia ngudi CS
mién Bac nén hi€u sai cdng thém tam ly
dang lo lang nén doc thay cau dé nhu
“chét duoi vé dugce coc” va tu suy dién.

Nhiéu ngudi tli cac dia phuong khac
cling vé trinh dién tai Sai gon vi s¢ dia
phuong tra thu.

Toi quyét dinh ra trinh dién tai
trudng Nguyén ba Tong dudng Bui thi
Xuan cho gan, vi luc do t6i dang & dudng
Phan thanh Gian.
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Dén noi trudng da day ngudi. Moi
ngudi tim ch6é cho minh trong cac 16p
hoc. Chang thdy ai hudéng dan gi ca,
chi ¢c6 moét s6 bo doi gac ngay cOng.
Budi sang, khong khi rat binh thuong,
moi ngudi van ra vao thoai mai. Da s6
nguoi trinh dién mang theo vai bé quan
40, it thit cha bong dé€ trong lon Guigoz...
May b doi gac cong dugc goi la "vé
binh", cai tén rat la v6i dan mién Nam.
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Pang 16ng ngong thi nghe c6 ti€éng goi
tén minh. Quay lai héa ra thang ban
trung hoc, da 10 ndm khong gép. N6 hoc
Cong Chanh, ra truéng vao cong binh,
cling deo lon trung uy. Sau do, gap thém
ba bdn thang ntia. Dda thi Quan cy, dda
thi Dia phuong quan, Truyén tin... da
moi quan binh chung.

Pén chiéu, mdt chuyén la xdy ra.
Khoang 6 gid, & dau di vao san truong
hai ba xe loai chd hang gidng nhu xe ven
(van) nhung x4u xi hon, bén canh c6 son
may chit “Nha Hang Sodi Kinh Lam”. Thi
ra ho ché com chién Duong Chau dén
cho dn. Mét ban néi dua”bung 1a Doc
Lap Tu Do mdi sung sudng thé”. V€ sau
tim hiéu t6i kham pha ra trong thoi gian
dau tiép quan, moi viéc rat 1on xon. Cap
cao chi chu trong mot diéu la git viing
chinh quyén, ngoai ra cidc quyét dinh
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khdc, trii cdc van dé an ninh quan trong,
hoan toan do dia phuong hay ngudi dung
dau co quan, don vi quyét dinh, chd nao
con tién hay ngudi cam dau t6t thi ho
cho dn udng tu teé.

Sau budi trua, viéc kiém soat trd nén
gat gao hon. Ai dén gan cdng sé bi dudi
vao, guong mdt may anh vé binh ciling
cang thang va ho trao d6i tin tic véi
nhau thudng xuyén hon.

Khoang 10 gid t6i, bat dau nghe tiéng
mdy xe molotova. Hé nhin ra, mot doan
molotova da ddu trudc cong trudng. Sau
dé tat ca bi ltia 1én xe, vai bat kéo xuong,
khong thay gi bén ngoai. Moi xe c6 4 vé
binh gém lai xe, ngudi bén canh va hai
nguoi phia sau moi ngudi mot bén, chin
16i xudng.



24 | Dwong Nguyén

Sau may gid di dudng, ch6 ém, cho
gap ghénh, ca doan xe diung lai, moi
ngudi dugc 1énh xudng. Tudng dau xa
la, méi nhin khung canh da thay quen.
Thi ra day la can ct Trang Lén, noi dong
quan ctia B Chi Huy Trung Poan 49, su
doan 25.

bungla “ Con ong da té dudng di 16i
vell”

Luc duc, loay hoay, sing hom sau,
can bo (luc nay bat dau phai goi dam coi
minh la can b, con linh gac la vé binh),
tap hop tat ca, bat diu chia thanh tting
B (B la bép). Ho chia s6 ngudi theo bép
dn. Sau dan mdi chia thanh Trung Doi,
Dai Doi. C6 cho thi chia thanh “lan” hay
“nhd” gdm s6 ngudi 6 chung mot nha
hay khu...Sau dé bau ra “Bép trudng”.
Bép trudng dugc goi di lanh gao vé nau
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com. HOom sau ntia, “Bép” phai dé xuat
ngudi di dao giéng lay nudc st dung.

Réat mét mai sau chuyén di, mot dém
ngt chap chdn nhung rdi cling xong.

Sau do bat dau dugc 1énh viét ban tu
khai, khai tii d6i 6ng, cha, b6 me anh chi
em, lam gi ¢ dau, cd nhan minh lam gi
& dau... Khai di khai lai khong biét bao
nhiéu lan... R6i Trai pho bién thai khoa
biéu hoc tap. Hinh nhu c6 bay bai. Dé tai
giong nhu nhiing gi ho tuyén truyén, dai
khai: Thoi ky qua do 1én Chta Nghia Xa
Hoi, Chu nghia x4 héi nhat dinh thang,
My nhat dinh thua... Sau khilén 16p nghe
giang bai thi vé hop t0, viét thu hoach.
Song véi khau phan Trai nén doéi ngat
ngu, com dn véi cd ngt kho khong nude
mam hay gia vi, rat tanh... Luc dau chua
cd rau, sau nay da tang gia thi hau hét la
rau muong, rau dén... Hoc xong bay bai,
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ching c6 gi lam, ca ngay tn ldo, di ra
di vao... Nhiéu tay con dau it tién,mdc
ngodc dugc v¢ binh nhd ra Tay Ninh
mua thudc lao, dudng sta... Thi ra § dau
cling c6 nhiing ngudi rat gioi xoay sé.
Hoi can bg ngay vé thi chi cé mot cau tra
161 dai y khi nao hoc tép tot thi vé. Ngoai
ra, con gio hoc hat cac bai CS nhu bai:
Quoc té ca, Nhu c6 bac Ho trong ngay
vui dai thang...

Khong khi thit tram lang, chi budn
cho nhiing nguoi 16n tudi, stc luc kém,
bat dau 6m dau, thudc men rat hiém. Toi
chiing kién mot ca mo6 rudt du khong cé
thudc mé, chi co it thuoc té. Ky diéu thay,
bénh nhan song nhan. Trong thoi ky nay
c6 mot vu vugt trai bi bat lai. Anh nay
bi xt béan, ho ra 1énh méi khu phai cu
hai nguai di dy budi xt ban, chac dé€ dan
mat.
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Nhiing viéc con lai chac da s6 cac
ban déu biét: chia t6 lao dong, trong rau
muodng, dao giéng, ndu an... Roi bat dau
dugc nhdn qua. Luc nay méi thay noi
dau kho ctia cac ban gia dinh kho khin,
khong than nhan, khong c6 qua tiép té
hodc chi c6 ratit, anh em dn chung danh
dum boc lan nhau...

Sau dé bat diu thidy nhiing dot
chuyén Trai, quen than dugc vai thang
bay gio lai chia ly, ké & ngudi di.Ngudi di
ké & chia nhau tting cdi noi, cai bat...

Oi! Canh biét ly sao buén lam vay!!!

Thi ra trong ldc minh lo hoc tap, viét
ty khai, hay khong lam gi la lac ho doc
ho so, phan loai...

Lac déc c6 nhiing ngudi dugc goi
cho v€, da s0 la cé gia dinh “Cach Mang”
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bao lanh hay c¢6 chuyén moén co quan c6
nhu cau can ngudi xin cho vé... Thudng
thi bd vg bao lanh con ré nhiéu hon 1a
b6 rudt bao lanh con trai. Co 1€ da s6 cac
ong bo thuong con gai, con bo va con
trai hay xung khac.

Luac nay céc ban cao cdp dan dan
khong con gip ntia. Thi ra méi lan
chuyén trai, ho da thanh loc va dua cac
thanh phan khac nhau di cac Trai khac.
Nhiéu ngudi dugc dua ra mién Bac...

Mot thoi gian sau, dén lugt toi phai
chuyén dén Trai Katum, mot noi xa va
hoang vang, con rting hoang chung
quanh. Hoang vu nhung bu lai khong
khi thodng dang, & trong cac lan rong rai.
Sau dé gia dinh dugc phép tham nudi,
gdp mdt. V6i cac ban c6 vg con thi day
la diéu mo udc tu lay, riéng to6i doc than,
chua ban gdi nén rat thanh thoi. Nhé ¢
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thdm nuodi nén cé ngudi nuoi dugc ga,
vit, trong rau... Cong viéc thi hau hét cac
ban da biét: dao giéng, chit tre, don cay,
cat tranh, tang gia trong rau... Noi chung,
cé “thdm nudi” nén stic khoe anh em cai
tao khd hon, khong thé tham nhu khi 6
Trang Lén trudc thoi gian dugce nhan
qua. Tuy nhién tham nu6i cling cho anh
em trong trai bi€t r6 hoan canh gia dinh,
xa hoi bén ngoai rat khé khan, déi kho...,
nhiéu anh bi vg bo di ldy chong khac hay
gia dinh da vugt bién khong tin ttc...
Vi thé tham nudi xong, tinh than xudng
thap, nhiéu ngudi nga bénh.
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Me va em trai toi c6 1én tham mot
lan. T6i n6i me khong can di nita cho vat
va, cd gbi qua la da. Toi doc than, con
khdée manh khong céd gi dang lo ngai.
Viéc quan ly Trai van do b doi nén di lai
tuong doi thodi madi, ngt trong cac lan
rong rai, di lao dong tu kiém soat, diém
danh lan nhau, noéi chung giéng nhu
trong trai linh. V& binh chi déng chot
chung quanh khu vuyc hay gac cac 16i ra
Vao...
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Ciing lac dac c6 vai vu tron trai, co 1€

khong nhiéu.

Ciling cd ban cho biét nhiéu noi kho
hon, khac nghiét hon, ho tach riéng
nhiing nguoi cao cip dé tra van, hanh
ha, tra thu, tham chi ngdm ngam am hai
nhu truong hgp thiéu td Nguyén dic
Xich, cyu tinh truéng Gia Dinh théi TT
Diém va sau nay la thugng nghi si... Trai
nay dé vi ho biét da s6 1a si quan chuyén
moén, cidp nho... Nhiing trai mién Bac
cling khac nghiét hon do lanh, déi, ky
luat gat gao... Nhiéu ngudi chét vi bénh
tat, thiéu thudc men, 16n tudi...

Gap lai rdt nhiéuban quen, dip 1€ Trai
cho m& heo, heo minh gép tién nuoi hay
Trai cho theo khiu phan. Luc nay mdi

7y

thay miéng thit la “quy”.

Tham thoat mot nam, t6i lai chuyén
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trai lén Long Khanh. Anh em don 1én
Long Khanh d€ cong an kiém tra lan
nta roi cho vé. Lan dau tién thay cong an
CS mdc quan 4o vang, cd biét danh’bo
vang”. Bat dau biét dén chi quan gido,
danh xung chinh thiic ctia cai tu CS. Dén
Long Khanh thi viéc kiém soat giong nhu
trai tu. Toi phai vao phong khéa ctia, do
dung cé nhan bi tra xét, khong dugc git
cac sach vo, vat dung ton gido, vat sic
nhon, d6 dung thuy tinh...

Cong an gac khap noi. Lam gi cling
phai diém danh. Ban ct da chia tay khi
chuyén trai nay lai gap mot s6 ban khac.
Thi ra cd mot thé hé tinh hoa cia mién
Nam bi don vao day.
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Thang ban cdng chanh dugc quan
khu 7 trung dung vé lam cau dudng nén
da ra trai trudc to6i may thang. Dugc si
Am ciing da dugc vé.

biéu may man la sudt hon hai nam
hoc tap, t6i khong dau 6m gi, c6 1€ vi doc
than, khong lo nghi va méi 30 tudi.

Tin don dung thét. Bat ddu c6 nhiing
dgt dugc vé. Mdi lan c6 mot dgt ra trai,
Ban quan gido tap hgp tit ca trén hoi
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trudng, doc danh sach va nhom ra trai
dugc dua riéng sang mot khu chuén bi
vé. Than nhan ciing dugc bao dé 1én don
ngudi nha ctia minh.

Sau hai hay ba dgt thi dén lugt tdi.
No6i niéu, bat daa linh kinh da chia hét
cho ban be. Trudc khi vé, can bé quan
gido con tap hop lan cudi dén khi vé phai
tuan theo chinh sach Nha Nudc, khong
dugc tham gia chong pha Cach Mang...
van van va van van. Sau hon hai ndm, lan
dau tién khong bi ai di kem, ki€ém soat,
thay ngudi lang lang.

Xudng t6i khu thdm nuodi, me t6i da
chd san. TruGce khi di, me t6i rat it toc

bac, gid toc bac trang x6a. Hai me con
khong cam dugc nudc mat.

Chung quanh khu thdm nu6i, nhiéu
phu ni dang ngheo kho lang xdng tim
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mua lai cdc vat dung anh em cdi tao vé
khong can ntia. Nhiing thd nay trudc
75, da s6 la bi vit vao thung rac. Bay gio
cling cé ngudi mua di ban lai. Mot xa hoi
ngheéo khé dén cling cuc.

Xe chay than thaéi khon khé.

bat Long Khanh la dat do, khi chiéc
xe do ct ky lan banh, xe chay bang than,
than hong roi 14 ta doc dudng va bui dé
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bay mu mit. Tinh ra tu ngay trinh dién
t6i ngay ve, toi da & trong trai cai tao
khoang 2 nam 3 thang gi ddy. That ra toi
1a loai nhe so v6i nhiéu ngudi khac. Toi
dau ngo la nhiing nam thang téi con kho
khédn hon ca thdi gian trong trai cai tao.
Trong trai, c6 khé nhung vi khong biét
gi truc ti€p v€ xa hdi chung quanh nén
tuong doi binh tam. Bay gid vé, nhin vao
xa hoi chung quanh, thay sy cung cuc,
hoan canh gia dinh khé khan..., nhiéu
anh em tinh than xuong thap. Du sao,
cling con c6 mét phan tu do va phai phan
dau dé séng con.

Mot ciu ndi pho bién thaoi do 1a: Trai
cdi tao la nha tu nho con cd xa hoi la nha
tu Ion. Tdt cd ddn mién Nam déu 6 ti.
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Phan ba:
Sau cai tao va cho di My

W nha!!! Pang 13 “Méi nha yéu
dau!”. Khi trong thay t6i budc

vao, bo t6i 0a khoc. Con da vé! Chi ba
chi nhung géi ghém tat cd tinh thuong
clia ngudi cha sau hon hai nam khong
thay dda con trai.

Ngudi anh 16n, chi dau, em géi va cac
em tdi... c6 mdt du ca. Ngudi em ré toi di
hoc tdp nén khong tham gia dugc. Em
ré t6i la thdm phan nén phai hoc tip cai
tao t6i 8 nam va vé khoang 1983. Chung
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toi nhin nhau rung rung nudc mat va
cung ngdi vao ban an. Biia dn gian di, c6
con ga, it cha gio... nhung vé sau t6i méi
biét véi luc do6 1a moét bia an thinh soan.

Ngay hom sau, ga cong an phudng
dén. Han lam bo hdi tham nhung sau dé
cho tdi hay chinh sach cia Nha Nudc
la cac si quan vién chtc céi tao v€ phai
di hoi huong hay kinh té€ mdéi. Toi lam
gi c6 “huong” ma vé. Dé & Ha Noi, vao
Nam ndm 1954, song & Sai gon sudt cudc
doi. May man me t6i da chuén bi trudc.
Khong hiéu sao ba quen véi Ong tai xé
ctia Dtic Cha Nguyén vin Thuan. Ong
nay c6 ho khau & Long Khanh va me toi
da nh¢ ong chay tién cho cong an huyén
va xa dé€ cho t6i 1ay ho khau & nha 6ng.

Vé dugc mdt tuan, sau do toi phai
lén Long Khanh trinh dién cong an xa.
Ga cong an von la ha si thiét gidp, pham
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ky luat nén chay ra bung theo VC. Han
lam b tich va rat hach dich. bungla thoi
budi sdu bo 1én lam ngudi. Nhung dugc
mot nam, han cting bi CS da dit d€ thay
bang mot VC thi thiét.

Vé sém cling co cdi d& vi bi di kinh
t¢ md&i hay hoi huong. Nhiing ban vé
sau, c§ cudi nam 79 hay 80, khong phai
theo chinh sidch d6 va c6 thé c6 ho khau
tai gia dinh. Vung Long Khanh thé dat
cao, nhiéu doi nai nén dan chung it lam
rudng ma da sb lam ray (it ra la tai cho
toi hoi huong). Toi lén & nha bac Tai
(tam goi nhu vay) dugc khodng mot
ndm, cling cudc dat trong dau phong,
trong khoai, 1am ray nhu mét anh néng
dan thu thiét. Lau lau xa lai tap hgp tat
cd cdc anh em cai tao vé di lao dong cong
ich, giéng nhu “community service” &
My. May man sau d6 chinh sach CS thay
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déi, phan 16n nha vao Vo van Kiét, trung
dung cac chuyén vién lam viéc. Téi nho
thé c6 thé ndp don va xin vé lai Saigon.
Gia ti vung dat do! Trong thoi gian &
Long Khénh, cé mot c6 gai qué, hoc hét
16p 10, cling thudc gia dinh Nguy, thich
toi lam va co trong ciing dugc. Sau khi
suy xét, toi biét 1a khong thich hgp nén
cdn thin gitt mot khoang cach cho dén
khi v€ Saigon. Co ta con tiép tuc tham
héi, nhan tin... thém mot thoi gian roi
cling thoi. Lan cudi, c6 vé Nha thé Dong
chuia Cdu Thé gip t6i khi t6i xem 1€ ra.

Congviéc §Phong Y t€ Quan 10 cling
nhan, t6i phu trach khau phong chdng
dich, xét nghiém dich té, chiing ngtia...
Lac nay Lién Hiép Qudc c6 chuong trinh
vién trg cho Viét Nam trang bi co s& xét
nghiém trong cong tac phong chdng dich
nén cling c6 nhiéu chuyén lam. Cé lan
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tinh co gap lai Bac Si Truyén, tiéu doan
phd quan y Su Poan 25 noi tdi phuc vu
trude 75.

Mot hém ranh roéi toi to mo lam xét
nghiém phan cho chinh minh méitd hoa.
Thi ra minh bi ankylostome ma khong
biét. Triing trong phan rat r6. bung nhu
trong sach day, khi di lao dong trong thai
gian cai tao, cd nhiing lac lam viéc chan
tran nén da bi 4u trung di xuyén qua da
vao mau va xam nhap duodng tiéu hda.
Toi luc loi trong s6 thuoc dé lai, may qua
tim dugc mot chai thudc ctia Bayer tri ky
sinh trung dudng rudt gdm ca ankylos-
tome. Udng mot lieu duy nhat la van dé
gidi quyét xong.

Toi lam viéc cho Ban (luc do goi la
DPoi) vé sinh va phong chéng dich bénh
dugc kha lau khoang 5 ndm. Sau dé
chinh quyén CS bat dau cho nop ho so
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di My. T6i nop don xin nghi viéc dé lap
ho so. Lai phai chay chot dut 16t. Phai
noéi vo toi cd cong rat I6n trong viéc nay.
Trong luc moi ngudii con nghi hodc... thi
vg toi kién quyét tién hanh nop don cho
ca gia dinh gom: Me, hai em gdi va gia
dinh vg chong t6i gom hai vg chong va
ba con nho. Luc nay nhiéu khuc mac xay
ra nhung nhé on Trén, moi viéc déu ém
xu0i. Theo ludt di tra cta My, bd vg toi
khong thé bao lanh cho vg t6i vi ¢6 &y da
trén 18 va lap gia dinh. Toi cai tao chua
t6i 3 ndm nén cling khong thé€ di theo
dién Nguy Quan Nguy Quyén (HO).
May man, ngudi chi t6i da c6 quoc tich
My tli 1968 va day du lgi ttic dé bao lanh
cho gia dinh toi.

Me vg va hai c6 em vg di doan tu vao
nam 1983. Riéng t6i vi viéng mac vao
chuyén buon ban thudc tay bi bat nén di
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sau vao nam 1986. May man thdi gian
bi bat hai nam nén phia My van cho di.
Néu bi bat trén ba nam, ho sé xét lai vi
coi minh la loai pham phap bét hao. Viéc
bi bat nay, tdi cé ghi lai thanh mdt truyén
ngan da dang may nam trudc.

Con rit nhiéu chuyén d€ nédi vé
chuyén di nay nhung bai da qua dai, xin
hen mét dip khac. Trong thoi gian ra cai
tao cho téi khi toi di My, toi chung kién
rat nhiéu ban be, than nhan... vugt bién
di My. C6 ngudi thanh cong, céd ngudi
trong thdi gian ngdn may man dugc Vo
van Kiét dp dung chinh sach tha véi tri
thiic, vugt bién bi bat sé tha va cho lam
viéc lai, nhung cling c6 ngudi mat tich,
bi tu...

Chung t6i di theo 10 trinh tU Saigon,
Viét Nam, ngung & Thai Lan hai tuan dé
phong van, khdm stic khde, lam thém céac
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thu tuc... roi tii d6 trén dudng bay ghé
An D¢, Munich & Pic, t6i Washington,
D.C. Phai ndi la khda suéng sé vi nhiéu
nguoi phai ¢ lai Thai Lan cd thdng.

Va thé 1a chung t6i dén My, mién dat
htia. Doan dudng con lai cting khong dé
dang gi. Nhung mot khac biét 16n lao
giup chung toi vuogt dugc tat cd kho khan
1a trudc mat luon co canh ctia mé ra cho
TUONG LAI va HY VONG.

Delaware Mua Xuan 2025
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Chuyén c6 giao Van
Phan dan nhép:

Anh Vién thdn,

Toi g6i anh thd nay dé xin phép viét vé
chuyén tinh cua anh. 16i nhé cd lan héi
anh diéu do khi chiing ta dao buéc trong
Cong Vién Angelica. Anh ndi dugc nhung
nén cho thém it nita. To6i nghi bady gid la
ding luc, vi t6i bat dau thdy minh gia di,
sg rang tri nhd khong con sac bén mai. Toi
mudn ghi lai trén gidy vi moi cudc song,
giong nhu cdc vat hod thach, dit nhé bé
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dén dau déu mang chiuing tich thdi gian.
Nhadt la thé hé chung ta song vao mot mot
giai doan ddy bién dong. Toi ciing mudn
lam vdi di gdnh ndng ky tic ctia chinh
minh, ndng tdi miic ¢ nhiing lic tudng
khong thé mang theo ndi niia.

Chao anh va chiic anh may man
Ban anh,

Nguyén vin Phan
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Phan mot:
Nguoi khach thué nha

Ho’n sau nam trudc (2005), khi
dtia con gai ut tot nghiép Dai
hoc va cé viéc lam & San Diego, vg chong
Phan thé phao nhe nhém. Nhiing ngay
thanh nhan mo uéc da dén: bay gis la luc
cO thé danh dum nhiéu hon cho tu6i héi
huu, c6 thé di dulich... cho biét day, biét
dé trudce khi vé gia. Khong tinh t6i viéc
lam ctia Lién (vg Phan) & ngan hang, chi
riéng tién luong cta Phan ciing da cho
hai vg chong chi tiéu thoai mai. Ho cé



50 | Dwong Nguyén

thé danh dum tat ca loi tdc cta Lién cho
lac vé huu. Chang bao lau, khi gidc mo
chua thanh thi Lién bi ung thu. Sau giai
phau, nang con phai trdi qua hon sdu
thang héa hoc triliéu. Viéc lam cling mat
vi nghi gan tdm thang. Hai vg chong ban
tinh ban ngo6i nha biét lap 16n bon phong
ngu, va don vé mot cdn nha lién ké nho.
Chd & méi da mua, nha ct chua ban
dugc, thi dang luc thi trudng dia oc gap
khé khan, gia ha va giao dich rat cham.
Tu nhién ganh mot lac hai moén ng nha,
cong thém khoan tién Lién chiia bénh
gan mudi lam ngan (du bao hiém da tra
t6i tdm muoci phan tram), tinh hinh tai
chdnh gia dinh Phan tré nén khé khén.
Phan lai ban tui bui vi ngoai gio lam viéc,
con phai trong nom hai can nha, mua He
cat co, mua Pong xuc tuyét, kiém ludn
bdo tri, sta chita... Mot hom, dang ban
hang, chudng dién thoai reo, Phan nhac
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mady, tiéng Lién noi rat vui:

— B6 nd o1, minh hét ket roi, c6 ngusi
hoi thué can nha mdéi mual

Phan hoi lai:
— Aithé€ em, ngudi My hay Viét Nam?

— Ngudi Viét, c6 mot ba goi cho em,
néi muén thué cho nguodi em trai. Ong dy
di ngang, thdy nha trong, hoi hang x6m,
ho noéi vg chong minh khong & thudng
xuyén. Ong ta xin s6 dién thoai va nho
nguoi chi goi ho.

Nhin ra phia trudc, thay ba bon
ngudi khach long ngdéng dung chd trude
quay ban hang, Phan ndi voi:

— Anh vé minh néi chuyén sau. Néu
hen gdp, nhé la anh dugc nghi thi Nam,
thd Sau tuan téi.
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Ba Chéu dén siang thi Nam, rat
dung gid. Ngudi phu nit mdi téi cé dang
vé ngudi Nam My nhiéu hon 1a nguoi
Viét. Da ngdm, cao, hoi gay va nhanh
nhen du lta tudi phai trén sdu muoi.
Song mii cling cao so v6i da s ngudi
A Dong. Guong mit nghiém nhung 4nh
mat lai ¢6 vé hom hinh, lanh lgi, thong
minh... Ba bat tay Phan, né6i ngay, khong
ché cht nhan ty gidi thiéu:

— Chao 6ng Phan vin Nguyén! Toi
la Minh Chau, tén trén giay t& la Chau
Minh Richardson. Toi dén vé viéc thué
nha cho ciu em to6i, Tran Vién.

Phan hoi ngac nhién:
— Ba biét toi tu trudc?

— Toi c6 ghé siéu thi gan day mua vai
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tht can dung. Hinh 6ng c¢6 da ho, tén
treo ngay canh nha thudéc trong chg.

Phan bét cudi. Ba Chéu chi tay qua
bén kia dudng, noi mot ngudi dan ong
My 16n tudi dang dat con ché nho:

— Alan, chong t6i. D€ 6ng dy tu
nhién, chiing ta vao cong viéc ngay nhé.
Toi phai tré vé Washington, D.C. chiéu
nay...

Vg chong Phan va ba Chau két thuc
giao keo thué nha nhanh chdng. Ban hgp
dong da soan tu trudc, ba Chau doc qua,
khong hoi gi vé gia cd, ky tén, dat tién
coc va tra tién nha thang dau tién. Ba vui
vé noi:

- Ong ba ct kiém ching ly lich tin
dung cta t6i. Ngay ong ba lanh ngan
phiéu la ngay bat dau hgp dong. Chia
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khéa O6ng ba giao thang cho ciu em toi
lac don vao. Pay la so dién thoai cta
Vién...

Sau mot luc néi chuyén, 6ng ba
Richardson an can bat tay tli biét Phan
va Lién, d€ lai tam danh thiép, lai xe di.

Phan néi véi vg:

— Ba Chau cd ndi so qua véi anh.
Alan 1a cong chtic bd Ngoai Giao, mdi
vé huu nam ngodi. Ba Chau sang day tu
trudc bién c6 Mau Than, hoc vé quan tri,
lam cho mot cong ty hang khong My hon
ba mudi nam, cling da huu. Mua he nay
ho sé bat dau chuyén di viia du lich, viia
tham ban be, ho hang...Nhung khong
hiéu sao 6ng Vién khong ding tén thué
nha ma lai nh& ngudi chi.

*
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Vién don dén vao mdt ngay dau Xuén.
Thai tiét am va nang rat dep. Trén sudn
doi thoai thodi, hai ddy nha mdi bén sau
can, doi dién nhau, ngdn cach bdi con
dudng méi mé. Cdn ctia vg chong Phan
1a can thud hai bén s6 1¢, tinh tit Trudng
DPai Hoc. Khu dat nay von thudc vé mot
gia dinh giau c6 lau doi trong vung.
Khi ngudi gia truéng mat di, con chau
nhugng lai cho dia phuong dé m& duong
va xay nha. Con dudng ndi lién hai khu
vic: mot bén la nghia trang nho, sdn soc
rat khéo, rat thim my va phia bén kia
1a khu vuc Truong DPai Hoc Cong gido.
Cong vién thanh pho ti€p gidp khudn
vién trudng Dai Hoc. Tu trén dinh doi,
Vién c6 thé nhin bao quat chung quanh.
Dudi mat chang, nhiing hang thong,tung
bach chay dai. Xen lan véi cac goc soi



56 | Dwong Nguyén

c6 thy, lac dac vai cay dao, cdy hoa mén
dang tr6 bong mau hong. Mt nhip ciu
nhd bac ngang lach nuéc trong veo va
doi ba 16i mon len 16i dudi bong cay. Xa
hon ntia la Dong Thanh Tam, mo6t Dong
nt tu Cong Gido va hoc vién Canh Sat
cta thanh pho. Con dudng tiéu bang s6
10(route 10) chay theo truc Bac - Nam
ngan cach ca viing khéi thanh pho 6n ao,
nao nhiét.

Hai vg chong Phan, dung nhu cung
cach ngudi My, sau khi giao nha, hoan
toan ton trong doisongriéng tu ctia ngudi
thué. Theo hgp dong, Phan san soc, stia
sang nha phia bén ngoai. Muia He cat
cd, mua Dong lo cao nudc da, tuyét, git
16i di va dudng xe ra quang dang ... Cac
viéc khac, chi khi nao ngudi thué yéu
cau chang mdi t6i. Thuc ra chang chua
ndi chuyén véi Vién lan nao vi hom Vién
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don vao, Phan di lam. Lién lo viéc hudng
dan va giao nha.

Vai tuan sau, khi 1di chiéc xe tai nhé
(pick-up truck) chay ngang cong vién
thanh pho, chd gan nha, Phan thdy mot
ngudi ling thiing di by, ddng A Dong.
Chang doan la Vién. Chang ngtling xe,
vay tay:

— Chao 6ng Vién!

Vién nhin ngudi dan 6ng dang budc
ra khoi xe, tam thudc nhung vé khoé
manh, mai toc con den, c6 thé [a nhudom,
vi hai bén thdi duong, chan téc nho ra
bac trang, giong cuoi rit chan tinh. Toan
thé guong mat cé nét tron tria dic trung
clia ngudi A Chau. Vién tra 10i:

— Ong Phan phai khong? Thoi ta cu
goi nhau la “anh” cho than mat. Cung
nguoi Viét cad ma.
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Phan quan sat rat nhanh. Nhin chung
Vién kha giong ba Chau. Cao, ngam den,
mai toc hét gon. Cap mat thong minh,
lac nao cing long lanh nhu sap cudi.
Vién c6 dang vé ngudi hoc thic tuy doi
vai rong, hai tay bap thit néi cudn cho
thay 1a ngudi da ting lam viéc tay chan
hodc tap luyén. Phan ndi véi 6ng khach
thué nha:

— Anh Vién tha 16i. Dung ra téi phai
t6i chao anh. Nhung ban qua. Mua nay
nhiéu ngudi bat dau nghi he. Toéi phai
lam thay lién tuc. Chua ké vao Xuan la
lac stia sang nha ctia, vidn tugc. Thoi
tiét 6 day nhu vay. Sau mua Dong, néu
khong tu bo, nha clia muc nat mau lam.

Vién cudi:

— Chinh vi thé t6i méi thué nha. Toi
khong muén t0 mo nhung chi t6i noéi
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anh 1a Dugc Si ban hang cho siéu thi gan
day. Tudi anh, t6i doan phai tot nghiép
da lau.

Phan tra 1oi:

— Toi ra trudng gan bon muci ndm
nay. Nhiing ban ctung 16p t6i khong con
bao nhiéu ngudi lam viéc. Toi lap gia
dinh muon, cac chau hoc Pai Hoc tén
kém qud, nha t6i méi hét binh... May
man Troi cho khoé manh, khong 6m dau
nén cling chang c6 gi phai than van. Di
lam bay gig, cling la “cau gio”, dugc ndm
nao hay nam do.

Vién cudi:

— Lam viéc tot chi anh! Cé khi ngung
lam, anh sé yéu hon khong chiing. Luc
nao ranh, anh ghé tdi néi chuyén choi.
T6i thd tu thuong téi khong lam gi. Cu
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g6 cua hodc néu anh mudn, dién thoai
trudc theo 16i ngudi My ciing dugc.

Suy nghi giay lat, Phan cam thay to
mo muon biét hon vé ngudi khach thué
nha. N6i chung, Vién da gay dugc 4n
tugng tot noi chang véi déi mat thong
minh, ngay thing, nu cudi hién, ndi
ndng tU ton. Phan tham nghi: “Véi tat ca
nhiing nét do, cong thém dang ngudi cao
rdo, khoé manh, tuy ding tudi, Vién van
c6 thé lam kha nhiéu phu nit “xao xuy-
én. Nhung con ngudi ay lai cd6 doc???”.
Chang tra 16i Vién:

— Cam on anh. Luc c6 dip toi sé ghé
tham anh. Anh cé thich uong tra khong?
Néu anh thich, t6i s€ mang theo hop tra
sam cO con dau Han Quoc méi biéu dip
Tét viia qua. Chung ta viia dam dao vua
udng tra.
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Vién cuoi, gat dau. Chang néi:

— Anh chi dugc may chau? C¢ gia
dinh ca chua?

Phan hoi ngap ngling:

— Chung t6i dugc hai gai, moét trai.
Cac chdu c6 gia dinh. Song & vung khong
ngudi Viét qua lau nén dau, ré toan la
nguoi ngoai quoc. Con dau Han Quoc,
mot thang ré gdc Kentucky, con thang
thu hai ti Tahiti téi, ntia den, ntia trang.
Nha t6i la Lién Hiép Qudc anh a! Ba vo
toi la Tong tho ky kiém Hoi Dong Bao
An. Con t6i 1a “linh ma xanh” (quan doi
Lién Hiép Qudc) chi dau danh day.

Vién cuoi 16n thanh tiéng:

— Vui qua! Thoi dé€ anh tiép tuc cong
viéc. Toi khong muén anh bi chdm tré.
Hen gap nhau sau nhé!
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Vay tay chao, Phan quay xe di. Vua
lai xe vlia suy nghi, chang chgt nhan ra
c6 vé gi quen quen noi Vién: “Minh c6
gdp ngudi nay & dau roi?”
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Phan hai:
Gia ti mdi truong
“..Chang tudi tré von dong hao kiét,

Xép but ngién theo viéc dao cung...”

(Chinh phu ngam khuc)

Vién nhdp ngum tra cudi cung,
nhin Phan:

— Anh néi dung roi day! Toi vao
trudng Dugc cung ndm véi anh, 1964.
Hoc cho t6i nam thu ba thi to6i bi loai.
bé t6i nhé lai cho kj. Khoéa 1964 hinh
nhu hon ba tram sinh vién va 1a nam
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cudi cung khong phai thi. Su thuc, Dugc
Si Doan c¢6 ky thi tuyén 14y mot s6 sinh
vién muc dich gitup nhiing ngudi khong
cé Dugc Phong thuc tap. Téi ndm 1965,
muon nhép hoc phai thi tuyén. Trudng
nhan khodng hai tram ndm chuc sinh
vién. Toi con nhé khda hoc 1965 dong
khung khiép, khodng nam tram hay hon
vi ngoai so thi vao, tat ca cac sinh vién
ton dong ti nhiing ndm trudc déu dugc
cho hoc ti€p. Nhung ta ciing khong can
dai dong vé chuyén dé. Anh muoén héi
tai sao mot ngudi hockhong dé nhu t6i
lai bi loai (chii long thai dé 1a “sodc-ti-
lat”) chu gi? C6 hai viéc x4y dén it nhiéu
anh hudng t6i s6 phan t6i trong nhiing
nam dd. Chia tay véi co ban gai dau tién
1a mot. Thuc ra chuyén nay cting khong
anh huéng bao nhiéu, vi ndi cho dung
chiung t6i chua hé yéu nhau, trtt mot
cai hon voi vang. Bién cO sau mdéi quyét
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dinh. D¢ la tai nan lam ba va em gai toi
qua doi. Anh c6 can vé chua? Toéi sg gio
nay tré qua. Coi chting ba 4y goi 911 dé
bdo cdo anh mat tich khong chiing!

*

Hom sau, Phan lai dén dé nghe tiép
cau chuyén cua Vién.

Saigon, thang Tu, 1967, Pai Hoc
Duogc Khoa:

Gi¢ thuc tap Sinh Hoa nam thu ba
gan két thuc. Hau hét cac sinh vién da
nop bai va loay hoay don dep. Giong
thay phu ta lau lau lai vang 1én nhac nhé
moi ngudi nhiing diéu can lam trudc khi
ve. Thuy ding chd ngoai hanh lang, nhin
dong ho deo tay, hon bon gis. Nang biét
Vién luén ra khéi 16p mudn. Hai van T



66 | Dwong Nguyén

va V kha gan nhau (vi it ngudi cé tén van
U) nén ché thuc tap hai ngudi khong
cach xa lam. Nam thu hai va ba la lac
sinh vién dé quen nhau vi gi¢ dén giang
duong va thuc tap nhiéu. Anh ndng thang
tu Sai gon luc nay con gay gat. Nha Thay
gan truong nén khong c6 gi phai voi.
San trudng vang dan, cuoi luc ca nguyét
ai cling vé hoc bai cho ky thi sap dén.
Vuon Dugc Thao lac dac vai bong sinh
vién nam thud nhét. Vién rdi phong thuc
tap, hai ngudi di thong thd bang ngang
san trudng hudng vé cong chinh. Con
dudng mdéi md, hai hang cay khong cao
nhu nhiing cay doc dai 16 Thong Nhat,
tham chi khoang 1é dudng gan cong,
nhin qua DPai Hoc Vin Khoa con chua
trong cay hodc cay con nho. Khu vdn
phong, ngay gdc truong, sat cong chinh,
van nhon nhip. Thuy va Vién quen nhau
mot cach ty nhién, cling mdéi day, tinh



Chuyén cé gido Van | 67

cam nhe nhang. Nang tot nghiép Marie
Curie, c6 dang dap cta thi€u ni phuong
Tay nhiéu hon mot cd gai Viét, cao hon
chiéu cao trung binh va nudc da trang
hong, tinh tinh hon nhién, hay dua ng-
hich... Qua khoi nga tu dau tién, canh
trudng Nong Lam Suc, ho chia tay. Vién
quay veé truong lay xe. Thuy noéi véi theo,
hen sdng hom sau gap lai, gid Hoéa Dugc.

Gid Hoéa Dugc qua di, khong thay
Thuy, Vién tham nghi, c¢6 thé nang dua
me di chuia vi chang chgt nhé ra hom nay
ngay ram. Thudng thi chi hay anh cua
Thuy lo viéc d6, nhung c6 thé ho ban bat
thudng. Chang du dinh sé ghé qua Thuy
ngay mai vi mudn 6n xong moén Vat Ly
chiéu nay. Tré vé nha, chang ngdi vao
chiéc ban nho noi hang hién. Cidn nha
Vién & cudi hém, loai hém nho nhung
sach sé, khang trang. Dan bong gidy co
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thu nhiéu mau, moc tii mot bén cong,
lan ra pht kin mai hién, tao nén mot goc
kin ddo, mat rugi vao mua nang.

Co tiéng chudng goi cdng, Vién
ngung lén, ngac nhién. Thuy dang loay
hoay mé cong budc vao. Nang hoi voi
vang:

— Anh Vién! Em c6 viéc phai néi!

Sau mot lic im ldng, Thuy tiép:

— Chi 16n em md6i & Phap vé hom
qua. C¢ 1€ gia dinh em sé r&i Viét Nam
chting ba tuan ntta. Moi tha tuc da xong.
Gia dinh chi cho em hay vao phut cuoi.
Tuan sau, em sé noi chuyén véi may thay.
C6 thé€ em van thi ky Sinh Hoa va Vat Ly
cudi nam.

Vién chua kip hoi thém, Thuy ndi
ngay:
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— Chi em ché dau hém, em c6 viéc
phai di. Minh gdp nhau thu ndm sau nhé,
gio thuc vat, noi chuyén nhiéu nghe anh.

Dot nhién, Vién thdy anh mat nang
nhin minh rat la, long lanh. Thuy néi
trong hoi thd nhe, gip gap, hai tay nam
hai tay chang, c6 1é ban tay hoi run, ngéon
tay bau hoi chdt va am mo hoi thi phai:

— Hon em di!!!

Hai ngudi chua bao gid hon nhau.
Khi Vién nhén ra d6i mo6i minh r&i moi
nguoi thiéu ni, canh cong da khép lai
sau lung Thuy. Huong hoa sen rat nhe
con phang phat. Mot bong gidy mau
tim lia canh, ldo ddo trong khong gian
va r6t xudng canh chan chang. Chang
cdi xuéng, nhat bong hoa con tuoi sac,
vO tinh dé€ vao trang cudi cuon Vat ly,
gap lai, khong nghi t6i ntia... Va ciing
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nhu thé, sau khi Thuy r&i Viét Nam, véi
thoi gian, hinh anh nang chim dan vao
khoang trong lang quén trong tdam hon
Vién!

Da Lat, 1967:

Ky su Khoa, theo théi quen, nhin vao
guong lan cudi trudce khi rdi nha, trong
lac ngudi tai x€ chd bén ngoai. La can sy
cong chanh nhiing 16p dau tién do ngudi
Phap dao tao tu trudc 1939, 6ng hoc bo
tuc dudi thoi Chinh Pha Ngé dinh Diém
va thi thang cap ky su. Dang ngudi cao
16n, guong mat thudc loai dep trai, co
nguoi da tiing dua goi dng la “Cary Grant
Viét Nam”. i hoi khap khiéng vi tai nan
da banh luc tré. Xuat than gia dinh giau
c6 & Ha Noi, anh 16n hoc Y Khoa bén
Phap, thé hé dau tién, ngudi em trai, tot
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nghiép Dugc Si, cé nha thudc tai Da Lat.
Tu6i 6ng da 16n, sip vé hiu. Ong goi qua
ctia so:

— Chu Trinh, chau Mai! Minh di
thoi! Anh Bat chuin bi xong roi!

Chiéc xe “jeep” chd bon ngudi, roi
thanh pho, tranh khu chg Pa Lat, di qua
nhting con dudng hai bén la biét thy
kiéu Tay Phuong. Ong Khoa néi v6i Mai:

— Chdu nhin nhiing day hoa hong
kia, dep qud! O day con c6 hoa bit ti,
tuoi rat lau. Nhé mang vé Sai Gon cho
ban. Lat nda, bac mua it dau tuoci va rau,
biéu me chau.

Hoi 4m ctia trdn mua dém qua lam
khong khi mat lanh. Ong Trinh nhin hai
bén duong, riing thong bat ngit. Ong
noi:
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— Anh Khoa! Da Lat bay gio khong
con hoang so nhu lic em dén ngay sau
khi vao Nam ndm 1954. A! Minh c6 du
gio di tham chtia Su N khong anh?

— Minh du gio, chu Trinh!

Bat nhian manh ga chuin bi vugt
qua con doc phia trudc. Con doc nay
kha nguy hiém vi ngay sau doc khong
xa la mot khiac quanh. Ty Cong Chanh
da du tinh sua lai quang dudng nay may
lan. Ngay luc Bat qua khoi doc, chuan bi
ré, mot xe ngua chd rau tu trong khuac
quanh chay ra. Bat voi va bé lai theo
huéng ngugc lai. Chiéc xe chao dao do
thay doi dot ngdt gitia hai luc trai chiéu,
trugt trén mat dudng udt, lao sang phia
bén kia dudng, dam vao mot goc thong
co thu...
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Phan va Vién ngo6i yén lang. Sau mot
lac, Vién noi:

— Mbi ndm, vao ngay gid, me t6i van
khdc. Nhiing nam dau, khéc cong khai,
vé sau, khoc tham. Bac toi va chua Bat chi
bi thuong. Nhung bac t6i budn rau lam.
Co thé 6ng mat sém vi chuyén do. Bat
van hoéi tham gia dinh t6i hang nam. Khi
toi hong may ky thi lién, t6i khong cho
la quan trong ntia. Ciing nhu sau nay,
lac nhan gidy goi nhép ngi, t6i van binh
than. Anh Phan! T6i chua bao gid khoc
nhu lan do6 va to6i tudng t6i khong thé
khoc nhu thé dugc niia nhung thuc ra
toi da khéc thém hai lan.

Phan nam tay ban, béi r6i:

— Toi vé cho anh nghi. Nhan tién hoi
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anh. Nha t6i dinh trong it hong & phia
trudc cho can nha nhin vui hon. Buogc
khong anh?

Hinh nhu Vién khéng nghe. Phan
ling 1€ mé& ctia budc ra. Troi da khuya.
Tiéng mot con cu kéu rat lac 16ng ti phia
khuon vién Dai Hoc vong lai.
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Phan ba:
Tinh yéu thoi chién

“..Viét tén em lén bdu troi xanh tham,
Tran cudng phong thoi t6i cudn di,
Viét tén em trén bo cdt Dai Duong,
Nudc thiy triéu dang lén xod mdt,
Anh viét tén em trong trdi tim anh,

Va tinh yéu em trd thanh vinh ctiu...”

(khong rd tac gia)

C/ hiéc xe “jeep” mang phu hiéu Su
\_JDoan 25 dén Nga Tu Bay Hién,
tu ti ré vao Quoc Lo 1, hudng vé phia
Tay Ninh. Khu vyc nay rat nhén nhip,
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dong duc va la moét trong may ctia ngod
chinh ctia thanh pho Sai Gon trudc 1975.
Nhiing ctia ngd con lai la Pha Lam, diém
khéi dau Quoc Lo 4 di vé Mién Tay va
Nga Tu Hang Xanh ndi vao xa 1o Bién
Hoa.

Vién nhin nguoi tai xé:

— Trung si Chién! Bao lau nita minh
t6i bo Tu Lénh Su Doan?

— Chiing mét gis! Trung uy!

R&i quén trudng, nho ba nam Dugc
Khoa, chang dugc nhan vao Quan Y, tré
thanh si quan trg y. Sau nhiéu don vi
khac nhau, Vién thuyén chuyén vé Tiéu
Doan 25 Quéan Y. Vao thoi diém 1970,
Quan doi My dan dan rat di, cac cén cu
trao lai cho Quan Luc VNCH(Viét Nam
Cong Hoa). Bo Tu Lénh Su Doan 25 Bo
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Binh, vén déng & Dic Hoa nay chuyén
vé Cu Chi, can cd ci cta Su Poan 25
Hoa Ky.

Qua khéi Hoéc Mon, khu vic nha
mady Vinatexco, Trung Tam Huan Luyén
Quang Trung, giao thong giam dan, nha
ctia thua thét, rudng vuon nhiéu hon.
Vién hoi ngudi tai xé:

— Anh Chién! Dudng cé an toan
khong?

~ T6t 1dm! Ong thay! Khi con & Pic
Hoa, mo6i khi di dau, bon em déu phai
mac do giap va chudn bj M16. Thudng
may cha hay phuc kich ban sé gan khu
“ma dd”, noi cé may ngdi mo da xay cao
,nhin gidéng nha mo. Bay gid viung do
giao lai cho “6ng Dia” (dia phuong quan).

Can ct Ca Chi mang phong cach da
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chién Hoa Ky. Doanh trai lgp ton déu
ddn, kha dep mat. Vach bén ngoai lat
g0 thong xép 16p 1én nhau nhu vay ca.
Puodng di trong doanh trai dic xi méng.
Thinh thoang cé may bui truc hai bén 16i
di.

Vién dugc chi dinh vé Dai D6i Quan
Y trung doan 49. Dan dan, chang quen
di va thay mén vung qué nay. Tuy kho
khan, nhung cing c6 noi xanh mat va an
binh nhu Tha La x6m dao, chg bién gidi
GO Dau nhén nhip va la ctia ngd qua
Campuchia, thanh phé Tay Ninh kha
sam uat véi thanh that Cao bai, c6 song
Vam Co6 Dong ling 16 chay... Mai khi vé
phép, Vién hay mua banh trang lam qua
cho gia dinh, ban be, hay mua trai cay
di vong qua Lai Thiéu, Binh Duong mua
chom chom, sau riéng...

Hom nay, sau khoa hudn luyén bo
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tuc tai Truong Quan Y, Vién trd lai don
vi. Vi con don nhiéu si quan khac, chiéc
xe cua dai doi di theo tinh 16 vong qua
Binh Duong trudc khi quay vé Quoc Lo
1. Cang gan t6i Cu Chi, dat dai kho khan
hon, hai bén dudng hau hét trong hoa
mau nhu dau phong, khoai mi... Mot
ngdi truong qué nam cho vo. Trudng co
nam, sau 16p hoc va mét phong trong
giong nhu nha kho. Trong san,dam
con ga “gdy com” di lodng quang, nhat
nhanh... May bui truéc dao, bong bup
moc & goc san. Phia sau trudng la rudng
khoai mi xanh t6t, cao hon dau ngudi.

Pang mo mang, Vién nghe tiéng Dai
uy Toan:

— Chién! Sao xe chay ca giut vay?

— Chéac mét banh non hoi, Dai uy.
Minh thay banh & day?
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Pédo mat nhin chung quanh, Dai uy
Toan nai:

— Cho nay chac dugc. Quay lai phia
hang ghé sau, 6ng ra 1énh:

— May “ong thay” xudng xe gium di!
Ong Vién, c¢6 vd khi cd nhan di vo gin
trudng canh chiing mé rugng coi. Dan &
day “d...” tin dugc!

Vién dén gan truong, t0 mo nhin
vao 16p hoc. DAm con nit mién qué nhon
nhdo. Mot c6 gido nhd nhan, 4o ba ba,
quan den, dang kho manh cay thudc go
1én mat ban ct ky ¢6 git trat ty. Hai co
gido 16p bén tO mo ngo qua:

— Van! Ong Trung uy hoi gi vay?
Vién vOi va :

— Chao c6 Van! Chung toi thay banh
xe roi di ngay. Khong c6 chuyén chi ca.
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Vén ngudc mat nhin. Ngudi dan dng
tré phai cao hon nang nhiéu. Mat to va
hang l6ng mi cong, kha dai, hiém thay
noi nguoi Viét. Guong mat, nu cudi hién
hoa. Hai ngudi chua kip néi gi hon, tiéng
Dai uy Toan da hét vang:

— Xong rdi! Di thoi, 6ng thay “thuoc
do”!

Khi Vién chao, quay nguoi di, trong
anh nang trua chéi loi, Van thoang thay
dau hiéu con ran théu mAau den trudc
nguc ao.

T6i nay, Vién lam nhiém vu si quan
truc, cat phién gac. Trung si Chién ca
nhit, Ha si Thach ca hai... Vién lam
nham kiém lai va ghi vao s6. Bém khu-
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ya dan. Can ct chim trong yén lang.
Thinh thoang c6 tiéng dan phao ban di.
Dot nhién, hai ba tiéng no6 16n, nghe nhu
tiéng sung coi,lién ti€p, rat gan, réi im
bét. Ngbi sau ban truc, Vién chom day.
Tiéng dién thoai reo... Kéng bao dong
trong can cu cling vang lén. Phéo kich!
Chang do¢i ndén sat, khoac do giap di
ra, kiém tra lai khu vyc Dai Doi. Tiéng
Chién ndi ngay sau lung:

— Théing Thach bj r6i! Ong Thay!

Khi Vién lén t6i bénh x4, Bac si Dai
boi Trudng da & do. Ong nhin Vién,
khong néi. Thach nam trén cing tan
thuong, dap tdm chan cdp ctiu. Vién cam
tay Thach, ban tay lanh ngat. Thach rat
binh tinh, nhin Vién:

— Ong thay nhin gitim con b6 em.
Thang Chién c6 dia chi.
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Vién no6i nhu cai may:

— Khong sao dau! Vai biia tré lai Dai
Doi.

Béc si Quang noi vao tai chang:

— Truc thang My t6i ro6i, Trung Doan
dang nho ¢6 van My lién lac.

Khi truc thiang tan thuong cét canh,
Chién ndi thim véi Vién:

— Thang Thach bi ning! Em thay
manh c6i cat nat bung, xé bao ti bén
trong. Thic dn hoi chiéu, nudc v6i mau,
chdy lénh lang. N6 tinh tdo qud! Em s¢
khong qua khoi.

Hai ngay sau, Thach mét. B6 me nghe
dau ¢ tan Tra Vinh. Mot ngudi dan ba tré
tén Xuan, quan khan tang, lén nhan vat
dung ca nhan. Dai Déi quyén gop dugc it
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tién phung diéu. Vién di theo miy ngudi
dan ba trong trai gia binh, dua Xudn ra
cong. Chang rut tit ca s6 tién con lai
trong vi, bd vao gio ctia Xuan, nhin theo
ngudi phu nit qué mua, lam 1ai leo 1én
chiéc xe lam trudc cong trai. Khéi va bui
cung bdc lén trong ning mua kho choéi
chang.

Mot tuan sau, trén dudng cong tac
ngang qua tinh 19, khong xa can ct bao
nhiéu, Vién thay hai xac nguoi, dé gan
tru s& xa, chi mac quan cut, dau va mat
chum kin, mot sgi thting to cot vao c6
chan, co 1é dé€ kéo cho dé. Chién noéi:

— Trinh sat Trung Poan di kich dém
qua. Chac hai thing nay phdo kich btia
trudc.
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Pang ngodi xem lai quyén co thé hoc,
Vién nghe tiéng Trung si Chién buéc vao
phong. Chién hoi:

— Ngay mai minh vé Tiéu Doan, c6
ghé tham c6 Van khong, 6ng thay?

Chién giat minh:
— Ghé thdm c6 Van? Sao vay?
Chién cudi to:

— Ong thay dau c6 gidu dugc tui em.
Bita no, luc ra xe, 6ng thay ngo6i “kho
nguoi” cd muoi lam phat. Co6 Van nay
dugc lam nghe! Bén su doan, nhiéu 6ng
thich c6. C6 ding dan lam. Nghe dau
nha bén miét Binh Duong, Lai Thiéu gi
do, kha lam. Cang cach day may chuc

A

cay s6 lan. Ong thay “dd” 14 dn dut, chua
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vg, dep trai, c6 hai bong mai, lai thém
con ran!!!

Vién phi cuoi:
— Vay minh di tham cé.

Chang tra 16i, nhai theo giong mién
Nam.

Thai gian bay gid sao 1on xdn qua, luc
nhanh lac cham. Vién tham nghi. Hinh
nhu cudn lich ctia Vién khong xép theo
ngay, tuan hay thang ma do theo méi lan
gap co gido Van. bung nhu 16i Chién noj,
gia dinh Van von 6 Tay Ninh. Khi ba Van
vé huu, nha con rugng viudn miét Binh
Duong nén don vé dd. Vai ndm sau, khi
ong mat, cd ngoi trao cho ngudi con 16n.
Ngudi con trai thd hai di Dia Phuong
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Quan dong vung Ba Ria. Van con mot
nguoi em gai dang hoc & Sai Gon. Van tot
nghiép truong su pham tinh. Véc ngudi
vua phdi, khd can d6i, né nang, nang
trang tréo so véi may co gai trong vung.
Lan da hoi ram nang cang lam noi bat doi
mat to, den lay. Dac biét ham ring trang
déu, dep hiém thay & vung qué va ngay
cd do thi. Vién da t6i nha nang nhiéu
lan. Cén nha xay theo kiéu xua, lgp ngdi
ta. Phong chinh gitia ké bo ban ghé bang
g0 quy. Cac phong khac nam vé phia sau
va hai bén. May cay cot 16n lau doi 1én
nudc,bong loang, s6 vao mat rugi. Ngay
sau nha la ruong mia cta gia dinh. Néu
cu ti€p tuc di s€ t6i 10 dudng anh nang
trong coi. Huéng vé phia tinh 16 1a khu
vuon trai cay noi tiéng vung Lai thiéu,
Binh Duong. Vao mua trdi cay, ti Sai
gon, xe hoi, xe gan may cua du khach,
xe tai ctia ban hang ddu doc lé dudng,
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mua ban nhdn nhip. Khi méi gip Vién,
ba Tam, me Van khong gidu dugc vé vui
mtung. Trong chang cé vé dang tin cay.
C6 con gai xinh dep trong thoi loan, &
vung qué la diéu dang lo. Nhung ba ciing
khong an tdm han khi biét Vién Béc ky,
ma lai theo Pao Thién Chuaa. M6t diéu
rat kho hiéu va xa la véi ba!!!

*

Déi tinh nhan di doc theo khodng
trong gitia hai hang mid. Mia da gia. La
mia dang kho, d6i mau vang rom. Mui
la kho hun néng dudi nang trua ngai
ngai. Tiéng ong vo ve trong khong gian.
Van ndi, tinh nghich:

— HOm nay minh d&n trdi cay hong
thoi nghe anh! Coi ai chiu dugc!
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Vién phi cudi. Trong gio, chang thay
chom chom, mang cau, mang cut...
khong con gi khac. Khi dén gan 10 dudng,
mui ngot ngao cua mat mia thoang trong

khong khi. Van béo:

— Ngoi day nghi chut di anh. Con di
nhiéu lam. Em mu6n dua anh qua khu
vuon trai ciy roi ldy Honda di coi chd
lam do gom.

Hai ngudi phti sach mét khoang dat
cao sat hang mia, ngdi nghi. Van rat ty
nhién, ngoi sat vao chang:

— Em vé6i anh chut niia ra may céi
lach trong vuidn bat ca da. N6 tron duéi
buirong. Lach nao ciing cd hét. Em mang
theo bich “nylon” ne.

Hai nguoi tya vao nhau. Vién giit
minh. Mui huong sen rat nhe tii mai téc
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Van danh thuc ky tc cud chang. Chang
quay sang Van, nang dang lim dim mat,
mai téc den bung ra, x6a xudng che phu
lan da c6 trang ngan. Vién nham mat,
khéng muoén nhin xa hon niia, choang
tay qua om lay Van, co thé nang dm va
mém mai. Mui nang, mui la mia kho,
mui mat néng lam chang ngay ngat...
Cudi cuing thi Vién chiu thua, chang

cau cuu:

— Em ¢6 gi cho anh an hong (Vién
bat dau tip noi giong Nam), dn trai cay
nguyén ngay, bung anh nhén nhao qua!

Van cuoi gion tan:

— “Trung uy” thua roi phai hong? Co
khoai mi méi ludc, chdm mat mia an cho

de.
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Chua bao gid chang dugc an khoai
mi néng, bui, chdm mat mia thom phiic.
Vién noi:

— Anh ¢6 thé an nhu vay hoai dugc. ..

Chang ngoi bét xuong dat. Bén canh
chang, mot “moi nudc” (mach nudc)

trong sudt chay ri ra, len 16i qua may bui
cd va hoa vao con lach gan do.
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Phan bon:

Mot khung tréi sup do

“Trén doi nay, thi thach 16n lao nhdt
cho long diing cdm la gdnh chiu thdt bai
ma khong ndn chi.”

(nguyén vin: “The greatest test of
courage on earth is to bear defeat without
losing heart.” Robert G. Ingersoll)

Theo thdi quen, ba Trinh ddy sém
I don dep nha ctia. Mét théi quen
da cd ti thdi con con gdi. Cin nha that
vang vé! Tu khi ong Trinh va Mai mat



Chuyén cé gido Van | 93

di, anh chi em dan xép d€ ba vé & chung
biét thy dudng Phan thanh Gian véi gia
dinh moét bac si ban bac Khoa. Day la
ngodi biét thu song lap, xay ki€u hai can
sat nhau. Ngoai Minh Chéu, ngudi con
gdi 16n da di My, ba con mot trai, anh
ctua Vién, cé gia dinh, & Ving Tau, va
nguoi con gai thi la di phudc tu tai mot
nha dong vung Thu Dtc. Sau khi Mai
qua ddgi, Vién thanh nhé nhit trong gia
dinh. Nh¢ don vi khong xa Sai gon bao
nhiéu nén Vién c6 dip vé tham me kha

dé dang.

Mat troi budi sang chiéu qua khung
ctia s6 hé md, soi rd nhiing hat bui trong
khong gian. Nhin nhiing hat bui lo Itiing,
16ng lanh duéi nang mai, ba Trinh nhélai
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mot quang daéi dai tu lac tho au téi khi
ong Trinh qua dd&i. Gia dinh ba von gbc
lang Tam, gan Ha Noi. BO ba gidi kinh
doanh. Ngay trudc 1939, 6ng da lam an
budn ban véi ngudi Phap, xay nha cho
thué, gdi con trai 16n sang Phap hoc Y
Khoa. May anh trai ba 1a niém hanh dién
cta gia dinh. Vao thdi ma nén hoc van
& Dong Duong con phoi thai, ho da tot
nghiép Dai Hoc. Ngoai hoc thtic, ho déu
cao l6n, dep trai. C6 ngudi xau miéng
thi tham nha ba c6 dong mau lai Tay. Luc
ay, Dai hoc Y khoa Ha No6i mé6i mé téi
nam ap chot. Nam cudi va luén an, sinh
vién phai sang Phap ti€p tuc. Phu nii gan
nhu chi biét doc, viét, vai phép tinh hay
nha ngheo hodc ving qué khong di hoc.
Xong hét bac tiéu hoc, no6i bap be vai cau
tiéng Tay nhu ba Trinh da la loai kha. Phu
nd tot nghiép Trung Hoc B¢ Nhat cap
hay truong su pham ra gido vién dugc ké
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la tri thuc. Suot mot thoi gian dai trude
khi lay chong, ba vui véi viéc trong nom
ctia hang, lo lang cho cha me, cac anh.
Ba thich nhat dip Mua Chay, di nha thé
Thai Ha Ap nghe cic cha Dong Chta Ctiu
Thé giang cdm phong hay Chu nhat, xem
1€ nha thé Ham Long. Ciing vi thé, dng
Trinh nhin thdy ba, dem long yéu mén
va nhd mai moi téi xin cudi. Con nhiing
ngay vui vé, ndo nhiét nia la nhiing dip
gio, Tét... ba don doc ngudi an, ngudi
lam ndu nudng, stia soan cd ban hay moi
ndm, t6i mua sen, b6 ba mua hoa lam tra
sen. Ong c6 thi uéng tra sen va lam tra
udp sen biéu ban bé, ngudi quen. Ba con
nhd canh tap nap, ai cling ban ron trong
lac bon tré con, Vién va miy ngudi anh
ho lan minh, cudi duia trong can phong
ngap canh hoa thom ngao ngat.

Nhiing dda tré lan lugt ra doi, va
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thé giGi clia ba mot ngay bong thay déi
vGi tiéng sung dao chanh Nhat. Roi Tay
trd lai Ha Noi, gia dinh ba tan cu ra hau
phuong, hoi cu vé Ha No¢i, don xudng
Hai Phong khi 6ng Trinh nhéan cong
viéc md6i... Ba nhé r6 nhat lan cudi ong
Trinh dua ca nha di Hon Gay nghi he.
Chiéu chiéu, trong luc ba va may duda tré
dao budc doc bo bién, nhin ra xa thinh
thoang thay dan cé lgn(ca heo) boi 16i,
phdéng minh 1én trén mait nudc, thi 6ng
Trinh va may ngudi ban Phap ban bac
sOi nGi. V€ sau, 6ng Trinh cho ba biét
Phép da thua tran Dién bién Pha. Tuéng
De Castries dau hang Viét Minh. Trong
lac nguy ngap cho quan Phap, ngusi My,
theo 161 khuyén ctia ngu6i Anh, da tu
ch6i doi bom phdo Viét Minh dat trén
cac sudn nui doi chung quanh khu long
chdo, hodc dua thuy quan luc chién dén
tang vién...
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Do 6ng Trinh lanh nhiém vu ban
giao co s& cho chinh quyén cong san,
gia dinh ba cing mot s6 si quan Phap
l1a nhiing ngudi cudi cung rdi phi trudng
Cat Bi, Hai phong. Nhd& thé, gia dinh
ba khong phai chiu canh vat va di “tau
hda mom” (loai tau d6 bo cua quan doi)
nhu nhiéu dong bao di cu khac. Khi
chiéc may bay Hang Khong Phap (Air
France) roi phi truong Cat Bi, trong ltc
Vién va nhiing dda tré md to mat nhin
ra bau trdi xanh, hay ngam cac co tiép
vién ngudi Phdp dep nhu “tién nd’, ba
Trinh biét mdt chuong méi da mé ra cho
gia dinh ba. Ba nhin dta con trai thi :
mai mai Vién khong con nhiing ngay di
theo ngudi anh 16n ra Bén Binh cau ¢4,
mai mai Vién khong con nhiing lac choi
dua dap trdi bang chin lay nhan, nhat
sdu (mot loai trai mién Bac), cha qua
nhét (mot loai trai mién Bac) vao 4o len
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cho hét phén, trudc khi dn, va mai mai
Vién khong con nhiing budi théi khiu
cam (harmonica) v6i ban bé trong san
trudng Thanh Giuse...

*

Vién tat may Honda tui xa, tranh 6n
ao cho hang x6m, budc vao nha, nhin
me dang ngdi yén ldng. Chang héi:

— Me quén hém nay minh di thdm
bac Tam?

— Me khong quén, me dang chd con

Khi gdp Van, tat ca ky niém mot doi,
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ky tic clia ngudi con gai ut da mat... trong
khoanh khac tré lai tdm tri ba Trinh.
Can nha ba Tam rong, sach sé, hoi t0i,
mat, ban thd Phat v6i nhiing nén nhang
thom... tré nén quen thudc. Trudc khi
ve, ba Trinh chgt cam tay Van, nhin rat
lau ngudi thiéu ni xinh xan, néi giong
mién Nam ngd nghinh... 10ng tran ngap
tinh thuong mén.

Sai gon thang Tu, 1975:

Tu dau thang Tu, Vién khong thé
vé thim me hay gia dinh Van. Don vi
chang bi cdim chén gin Tay Ninh. Ap luc
cta dich tang dan trong lac tiép liéu cho
Trung Doan khong con day du. Toi 29,
Vién va mdét nhom nho mat lién lac véi
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bd chi huy. Ha si Thén, d4n dia phuong,
ngudi thay cho Trung si Chién lai xe, néi
vGi Vién:

- Hong dugc roi, 6ng thay! Minh
vé huéng Cu Chi, bd Tu Lénh, thé nao
cling bi chidn bat. Em c¢6 thang chau ba
con lam du kich. N6 c6 thé dua 6ng thay
di tit vong qua 16i Binh Duong. Ong thay
ci mdc do nhu dan thudng, co6 gi no lo.
Khuya chac vé téi Sai gon. Gidu hoac vut
bd can cudc quan nhén di, ndi 1a thay
gido bén Nong Lam Sac. Nhé nghen anh
Nédm (Thén goi Vién theo thi tu trong
gia dinh, Vién thi tu, ngudi mién Nam
goi la “nam”).

Po, chau Thén, lai Honda, di theo
nhiing con dudng nho, dua Vién vong
qua huéng Lai Thiéu, Binh Duong ve
Sai Gon. Doc dudng ching ai hoi. Khu
nay tuong doi khd yén tinh. Mot chiéc
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M48 (cé 1€ cuia Su Doan 5?) nam chét
canh tinh 10. V€ sau, Vién dugc biét binh
si thiét gidp, khi c6 1énh dau hang cua
Duong van Minh, da cho n6 chiéc M48
va tan hang. Khi di qua truéng Trung
hoc Nong Lam Suc, Vién thay san trudng
ngdn ngang hdm ho ca nhan. Vién vé nha
khi trdi gan sang. Can nha vang ling,
gia dinh 6ng bac si va ba Trinh da di mat.
Vién lan ra ngt chting mot gio. Tiéng 6n
ao ngoai cong lam Vién thtic gidc. Mot
s6 binh si dang goi cong. Ho xin quan
4o dan su. Vién Om tit cd quin do trong
ngan ném qua cdng cho nhém quan nhan
ding bén ngoai. Tam gid sang, chang lai
Honda di mét vong thanh pho. Ngay phia
sau nha Vién, dudng Tran qudc Toan,
dan chung dang pha kho Quan tiép vu.
Nhiéu con dudng hai bén 1€ ngdn ngang
quan phuc, vii khi. Nhiéu nha “cao tang”

(building) bi cuép.
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Hudng vé phid toa Dai Su My, tiéng
tric thang da im, di tdn da cham dut.
Cong md toang, nhiéu nguai di lai thong
tha nhu khong chuyén gi xdy ra. Hinh
nhu Duong van Minh dang doc lénh
dau hang. Chung quanh khu vuc toa
Dai Su, tling day xe hai cac loai bd ngdn
ngang, chia khod con nguyén trong xe.
Mot c6 gai, tudi khoang 16p Mudi, luc loi
trong dong dia hat viit doc dudng. Vién
thoang thay may chi “Connie Fran-
cis” (mot ca si noi tiéng) in trén bia. Co
tiéng goi I6n. Vién quay lai, mot guong
mdt quen nhin chang. Chang nhan ra
Tién, cing 16p trung hoc, tot nghiép Dai
hoc Su Pham. Pa nhiéu nam, hai ngudi
khong gap nhau. Tién nhe rang cudi, tay
vay vay chum chia khoad, chi vao chiéc xe
gan do:

— Cau muon di dau, té chd di?
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Vién vong vé phia dudng Lé vin
Duyét, gan toa Dai St Campuchia. Mot
nhom khodng trdm ngudi do muoi su,
sai dan ddu, dang vay cd Mat Trin Giai
Phoéng, chao don doan quan Bac Viét trén
dudng tién vao trung tam thanh pho.

Co tiéng dai lién vong téi tii hudng
Lang Cha Ca. Chiéc tang Bac Viét lia
mot trang dan lén trdi thi uy. Vai vién
dan bay léch hudéng, phd v6 mang tudng
lau hai ngdi biét thy gan day. Ngay Nga
Ba Ong Ta, trén ndc cin nha bén tang,
mot chiéc truc thing dap xudng tu toi
héom trudc, khong hi€u ly do,van nam
cho vo.

Tra lai khu vic nha the Duc Ba, phia
doi dién v6i nha Buu Dién, trong khu-
On vién truong tiéu hoc, khoang muoi
linh Du, c6 vé rat binh tinh, con vii khi,
dang ban bac. Nhung mot luc sau quay
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lai, Vién ciing khong thay ho dau niia.

Docbén Bach Dang, khong con chiéc
tau Hai Quan nao. Dan chung da tran ra
day dudng, khong vui, khong buon, to
mo nhin doan quan Bac Viét, non coi,
dong phuc xanh tién téi tii huéng Hai
Quan Cong Xudng. Mot vai ngudi, co
1é 1a s quan hay chinh tri vién, deo “sac
cot” (mot loai tui xadch day deo quang
qua vai).

Vién quay vé€ nha, mét moi. Khi gan
t6i nha thé Mai Khoi, dudng Tu Xuong,
lai co tiéng goi. Tho, lai mdt ban trung
hoc da lau khong gap. Hinh nhu Tho t6t
nghiép Quoéc Gia Hanh Chanh. Tho va
nguoi ban gai (Vién doan) ngdi bén quan
coc lé dudng, tay cam hop xuc xich My
va lon bia da mé, chac “chom” & PX My
(mot hinh thic Quan ti€p vu ctia quan
doi My) hay kho hang:
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— Vién, nhiu da!!!

Mot gid trua, co tiéng goi cdng. Tran,
trung uy Hai Quan, ban trai cii cia Mai,
dang tim cdch tréo vao:

— Anh Vién, di v6i em! Bay gid chung
né chua kiém soat dugc hét cac noi. Em
va may dua ban c6 Giang Dinh (loai tuan
tra trén song) giau bén Nha Bé. Minh cé
thé bat kip tau Hai Quin hay Ham Doi
MyJ. Di ca hai Honda, néu moét chiéc truc
trdc, cu vit doc dudng. Dling lac nhau!

Chiéc Giang Dinh lao nhu bay,
hudng ra phia bién. Tran nhin Vién, chi
vao dong lyu dan 6 mot gdc:

— DPtia nao chdn, chia cho né may
trai! Di thi di cung!
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Lu6ng gié mat ti bién théi vao, Vién
chgt nhan ra nuéc mat minh chay dai
trén gd ma. Chang nhin vé huéng Binh
Duong dang tu ti xa dan.
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Phan nam:

Tim thay ngudi xua

“Tim em nhu thé tim chim,
Chim bay bé Bac, anh tim bé Dong”

(bai hat ru em)

Thémh pho cang Baltimore, Mary-
land, 1975:

Baltimore khong rong 16n nhu Phil-
adelphia hay New York. Tuy thé, v6i dan
s6 khodng hon nua tri¢u, Baltimore ciing
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la noinhiéu di tich lich sti vala thanh pho
16n nhat cta tiéu bang Maryland. Balti-
more c¢6 Pai hoc Y Khoa John Hopkins
va trudng nghé thuat M.I.C.A, déula cac
truong danh tiéng. Baltimore cling c6
Vién Thuy Sinh Hoc (Aquarium) cé tén
tudi. Ngay dén My, nho Alan, ngudi anh
ré giGi thiéu, Vién dugc nhan vao trudng
Dugc & day. Do can ban viing vé Todn,
Ly, Anh Ngii, qua trac nghiém, Vién
dugc giam hai luc ca nguyét (semester),
chi can bén nam d€ hoan tat hoc trinh.
Sau tot nghiép, chang dugc nhan lam
viéc cho mét vién bao ché 16n & Phila-
delphia. Me va anh trai khi sang t6i Hoa
Ky, dinh cu gan gia dinh chi Minh Chau.
Moi viéc 6n dinh, tdm tri chang gio day
chi con noi lo v€ ngudi yéu ¢ Viét Nam.

Nhiing thang ndm & Baltimore la
quéang thoi gian thit dep cho Vién, tuy
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khong tron ven vi thiéu Van bén canh.
Vién lam thém cho trudng lay trg cép.
Mua he, khi ranh roi, chang ra khu Inner
Harbor(khu hai cang)uong ca phé, nghe
trinh dién nhac, ... hay cuing méiy ban
di “pé da 16” (loai xudng nho, di chuyén
bang ban dap nhu xe dap). Doi khi, Vién
mua vé do mdy (watertaxi) téi Fells Point,
dao choi khu pho xua, mat dudng lat da
theo kiéu Au Chau, dé mua sim hoic
nhin ngam (window shopping) cac ctia
tiém ban do ¢6, do luu niém. Cing cé
lac, khi d€ danh du tién, chang di &n nha
hang. Nhiing nha hang dn & khu Fells
Point rat dé thuong, nho, sach sé, trang
tri nha nhan... Nhiéu hom, Vién di dén
tan Fort McHenry, noi quan Anh phdo
kichnam 1814 vald c6 Hoa Ky diing viing
trong sudt tran chién tr¢ thanh ngudn
cam hing cho Francis Scott Key viét
161 bai “Star-Spangled Banner” (quoc ca
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Hoa Ky). Khu cong vién nho gan dudng
Charles ciing la chd Vién thich dén hoc
bai. Nhung thoi gian nay lai la thi thach
16n cho long chung thuy ctia Vién. Con
tré, doc than, c6 don, khong con ndilo sg
thuong truc cua chién tranh, thé chit va
guong mat lai dé hoa nhap véi dan ban
xt, Vién phai thuong xuyén phin diu
chong lai nhiing con cam do. Nhit 1a khi
“con cam do” dén gdp chang véi guong
mat dé thuong, than hinh my miéu va
giong cudi nhi nhanh!!!

Thoi gian may nam dau sau 1975,
tho tu gitta Hoa Ky va Viét Nam rat kho
khén, cham chap. Hau qua chién tranh,
chinh sach sai lac, cong thém lénh cam
van ctia Hoa Ky... lam nén kinh t€ Viét
Nam lyn bai. Vién c6 gang moi cach lién
lac v6i Van. Chang viét tho cho tat ca
ban bé. Hau nhu khong ai trd 16i. Nhiéu
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si quan, ban cung don vi chac con trong
trai Cai Tao. Ngudi chi, di phudc & Thu
bric da doi 1én Long Khanh lam viéc. Ba
nay lai chua hé biét gi v€ gia dinh Van.
Lam viéc hon mot nam, d€ danh du tién,
Vién dan x€p véi ban beé va cong ty 14y
lién ba tuan nghi he, quyét dinh tré vé
Viét Nam tim Van. Theo 16i khuyén cta
Alan, Vién xin nhip quéc tich d€ dugc
dé dang lac trd vé hodc khi can xin cho
Van nhap canh.

Saigon (thanh pho Ho6 chi Minh)
1981:

ba tliing doc Boris Pasternak va
Soljenitsin (hai nha van Nga thoi X0
Viét), Vién van thdy choang vang khi
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trd lai Saigon. Phi trudng Tan Son Nhat
khong doi. Piéu khac la cong an cua
khau, hai quan nhin Vién véi cap mat do
xét, khong cudi, khong chao hoéi. Thanh
pho vang bong xe hoi. Hau hét 1a xe dap
va Honda ti thoi trude 1975. Cac ctia
hang, co s& kinh doanh tu nhéan bién
mat, hodc thu nho lai hodc trg thanh ctia
hang Quoc Doanh. Cic trudng Cong
Gido, Phat Gido... déu déng cua va doi
thanh trudng hoc chinh pht. Nhiing biét
thy cht nhan bo di, vugt bién hay xuat
canh, dugc dung lam tru s co quan hodc
truong Mam Non (mau gidao). Khong
thay bdo chi tu nhan, tap chi ngoai quoc
nhu Newsweek, Times... Phim anh gom
toan phim Lién X0, Hungary...cé tua dé
rat ky di nhu: “Chi c6 nhiing 6ng gia di
chién dau”... Chit dung ciing rat la. Tuy
chua thdy tan mat, nhung mot ban ndi
vGi Vién la ¢ nai tén goi “Bao sanh vién”
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dugc doi thanh “xudng dé”. Vién nhan
thay:

— Cong an khu vuc dau ciing c6, di
moi noi k& ca vao nha tu nhan khong
can trat toa hay 16i moi;

— Dén mién Bac, nhiéu ngudi doi
non cdi, du khong phai la bo doi;

— Dixe Honda, phai d6 xang 1du mua
tiing chai lit, mua doc dudng hay trong
hém...;

— Cho nao cling ¢6 khéu hiéu, bang
ron, véi ndi dung thang loi, hodc thanh
cong...;

— Dién cup lién mién, nudc may
chay rat yéu, cé 1€ khong dua chay may
gidt (néu cd);

— Ky la nhat 1a cdc tiém stia xe Hon-
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da con c6 thém tam bang: “trung tam
phuc hoi bu-gi” (22?)... Dén day thi
Vién hoan toan khong hiéu du méi t6t
nghiép trudng Dugc Baltimore v6i danh
vi “Magna cum laude” (hang t6i uu);

— Trén dudng, nhiéu ngudi dap xe
dap, di Honda... xach theo khi thi con
cd, khi thi can dudng hodc ky thit heo...
Hoi ra, hdm dé ho dugc chia nhu yéu
phim & chd lam viéc. Thém mot diéu
niia Vién khong hiéu la moi mén hang
déu co hai gid, gia nha nudc va gia chg
den...;

— Nhac Viét trudc 1975 bi cdm.
Nhung Vién thay nhiéu buéi trinh dién
van nghé¢, ngoai nhiing ban nhac Céch
Mang (cOng san), ban nhac van choi
nhac ngoai quéc nhu “Besame Mucho,
“Si tu reviens”... Ngac nhién héi, ban t6
chuic tra 1oi thAm vao tai Vién: “Khi xin
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phép (choi nhac phai xin phép!!!), cti noi
la nhac Cuba hay Dong buc la dugc vi
can bo mién Bac khong biét”

Tuy & khiach san danh cho nguoi
ngoai quoc, khong phai va cham véi khé
chiu hang ngay, Vién nghi tham: “Thém
may tuan ntia, minh sé dién!”

Chang c6 gang lién lac véi cac ban.
Vién gap mot ban cung 16p lam cho
phong y t€ quan Tu. Trong van phong
ngudi ban, Vién thay dau hiéu cta ky
thuat tan ti€n, hién dai: trang thiét bi
do Unesco (United Nations Education-
al, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
mot to chtic ctia Lién hiép Qudc) cung
cap. Ngudi ban ti€p Vién ndng nhiét.
Cau chuyén ron tan, chgt Vién nghe
tiéng heo kéu. Vién ngac nhién:
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— Heo nuoi 6 chd lam viéc?

Nguoi ban dan chang ra phia sau:
con heo kha to, dang luc lac duoi, kéu ut
it. Nguoi ban noi:

— Heo nay nuoi an Tét. Co thit chia
cho anh em trong co quan...!!!

Qua céu chuyén, Vién dugc biét hau
hét cac si quan cap thap hay chuyén mon
da trd vé. Nhung ho con gdp kho khén
do chinh sach “hoi huong” hodc “kinh té
md6i”. Ca thanh pho chi ban chuyén vugt
bién... Don vi giao dich 1a “cay” (lugng
vang). Con nit ¢ sau tudi déu biét “cay”
1a gi (chi c6 Vién khong biét).

*
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Mot budi gin trua, lang thang khu
chg Ong Ta, tim nha ban quen trudc kia
cO tiém kim hoan d€ héi thém tin tuc,
Vién bi mot ngudi ti phia sau 6m chit.
Chang chua kip phan tung, ngudi nay hét
to:

— Ong thay!!!

Vién vung manh, quay lai, chang
nhan ra Trung si Chién ngay xua. Chién
gay hon, den, c6 vé lam 1, mac do thung
loai thé thao (T- shirt) cii, dang trudc
c6 ddu hiéu (logo) Harvard, khong hiéu
“nhat” dugc & dau.

Vién mting muon khoc. Chién khéc
thuc. Mot lat, Chién hoi chang:

~ Ong thay ra sao? M4y nim nay
khong thay dau vay?

Nhin Vién ky hon, ngam nghia, dot
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nhién trong giong, trong anh mat Chién
cd vé suy nghi va de dat:

~ Ong thay khé khong? Em c6 y kién,
lau qua khong dugc biia thit ché! bai dan
em mot btia di r6i minh noi chuyén dai.

Hai ngudi rao budc vé huéng may
quan thit ché. Vién cudi sac sya. Chién
ngo ngac. Vién cudi khong néi ndi, chi
tay vé phia tiém thit ché. Hai ctia hang
ban thit ché sat nhau, tiém thi nhat tén
“O kia’, tiém thu hai tén “Day r6i”. Trong
tt kinh, treo lung lang mdy dau cho6 da
thui hodc quay chin nhe rang trang nhon.

Xong biia, sau khi hdéi han hoan
canh Vién, Chién nghiém nét mat:

— Ong thay c6 sdn do6 la khong.

Vién moc tdi t6 mot tram. Chién
chan tay chang lai:
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— Em noi gidn choi. Em dan 6ng thay
di kiém co6 Van.

— Di lam sao? Xe 6m hay xich 16?
Giong Vién hoi hop.

Chién nam chit tay chang:

- i bo!

— Gan di vy sao?

Vién hoinhung tim chang da muén
that lai, mat bién sic dén muc lam Chién
phét hoang.

Tl cho may quan thit ché Nga Ba
Ong Ta, ca hai chay ra dudng Truong
minh Ky. Duéi goc cay dé kha to, c6 bong
mat, ma luc roi Viét Nam, Vién nhé né
chi cao do dau ngudi, 1a mot xe ban che,
loai xe cd banh day, rat pho thong & Sai
Gon. Chién ndi vao tai chang:
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- C6 déo!
Vién hét l1én:
- Van!

Co gai dung sau xe che, ngudc lén,
nhin hai ngudi dan 6ng. Mot giady troi
qua! Mot gidy ma Vién thay dai nhu ca
mot phan d6i minh. Mat ngudi phu ni
md to hon:

— Anh Nam!

Vién budc téi, viia kip d6 Van nga
vao tay chang...

Sau khi gidi tan ddm ngudi qua
dudng to mo dang bu lai, Chién quay vé
phia Vién:

— Cho em tram hoi nay di, 6ng thay!
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Chiéu hom do, bon con nit trong
xOm dugc mot biia cheé “an khoi tra tién”!
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Phan sau:

Do6i ban chan tinh

“Tat cd tinh yéu va
tinh ban di qua ddi ta
déu dé lai ddu dn
khong phai nhat.”

Francois Mauriac

Théng Nam! Da hon mot thang
I tu khi Vién don vao. Thoi tiét
am dan. Tu khi c6 Vién, hai vg chong
Phan-Lién vui hdn 1én nhu nhiing con
chim di vao mua Xuan tiu tit ngoai vudn.
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Vién biét chai quan vot, Vién lai sdn sang
tham gia cdc hoat dong ngoai trdi nhu
dap xe dap, di b, chéo thuyén ... Mot
buoi sang thang Nam, khi Phan t6i cat
O san trudc, Vién hoi:

— Anh Phan! Téi c6 thé stia mot phan
nha xe (garage) phia sau thanh “phong
lam viéc”(studio) dugc khong?

Phan hoi ngac nhién vi can nha khd
rong, c6 tGi ba phong ngu, Vién c6 thé
dung bat ct phong nao dé€ 1am viéc. Nhu
doc dugc y Phan, Vién ndi ngay:

— T6i mudén noéi phong dé€ vé. Toi
khong mudn dung phong trén lau, c6 thé
lam hu hai can nha anh chi. Dung nha xe
minh son, sta lai dé dang.

Hai nguoi di vong ra ctia hau, cho
nha d€ xe. Can nha ctia Phan xdy trén
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suon doi. Mat tién va phia sau déu co
clia m& thdng ra ngoai. Bén trong nha xe,
Vién x€p gia vé, gidy, co... ngén ngang.
Phan to mo:

— Toi khong ngd anh con 1a hoa si?
Vién cudi:

— Cing do tinh c¢¢. Khi hoc & Bal-
timore, t6i nhé Van qud! Trudng nghé
thuat M.I.C.A. gan do, t6i qua hoc may
16p vé. Toi c6 gang vé Van theo tri nhé.

Phan nhin vao géc nha, hon muoi
btc tranh thi€u nii mién Nam x€p ngin
nap, rat song dong, trong nhiéu dang vé
khac nhau. Dep va thuc nhét 1a buc tra-
nh thi€u nit tay cam non 14, dung trong
vuon trai cdy, dudi nang trua, nhang
nhdc phong cach Gauguin (hoa si Phap
song & Tahiti). Phan trd 16i ban:



Chuyén cé gido Van | 125

— Anh cu xt dung theo y muon.
Nhan dip, Phan nhac:

— Anh con “ng” t6i phan cuodi cau
chuyén ctia anh véi c6 Van!

*

Nhin bong “a-za-1é-a”(azalea) mau
tim trong long ban tay, Vién cham rai ké:

— Sau 75, Van va ba Tam don vé
Saigon vi gia dinh bi Chinh phu cdng
san “trung thu” tai san tai Binh Duong.
Luong gido vién qua it 6i, hai chi em Van
ndu che ban. Nang van gioi ndu an tii nho.
Tré vé Hoa ky, chung toi lam dam cudi,
song rat hanh phuc trong hai muci ndm.
Van hoc lai su pham. Nho cong viéc cta
toi, thém chung khodn cong ty cho, t6i
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gdy dung s6 vOn kha viing chac va hai vg
chong di du lich nhiéu noi. Khong may
cho t6i, nha t6i mat cach nay khoang ba
ndm vi can bénh ung thu phdi. Toi lai
khéc lan nita. Chang t6i dugc hai chau,
mot trai, mot gai. Ca hai da t6t nghiép
Dai hoc va ty lap. Tai trd lai cudc song
ddc than. Hai muoi ndm sdng chung cua
vg chong t6i dep nhu hai muoi tam tham
dét. Chung t6i lam dugc mot viéc Van
rat hai long la géi tién vé Viét Nam gitp
cho may trudng Van day hoc trudc kia.

Thay t6ilai thui mot minh, cdcbanva
ngay ca chi toi cting khuyén nén di budc
ntia d€ d& cd doc va co6 ngudi nuong tyua
lan nhau lac vé gia. Qua ban be, toi gap lai
Thuy & Paris. Nang cé chong ngudi Phap
va hai con trai. Hai vg chong song & Bac
Phi hon hai muci nam trudc khi trg vé
Phap. Ong chéng Tay cing mdi qua doi
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khoang mot, hai nam nay. Thay van dep,
phdi néi la dep hon trudc. Chiéu y chi
toi va anh Alan, to6i moi Thuy di San Se-
bastian (Tay ban Nha) va vung Pyrenees
hai tuan. Chang t6i di tham thanh pho,
noi cé toa Thi Sanh rat giong Toa Do
Chéanh Sai gon va bai bién ciing dep, tuy
khong dep nhu Nha Trang hay bai bién
vung Caribbean (Trung My). Bu lai, ¢
may quan banh ngot va nha hang ngon
loai ndi tiéng thé gisi. Chung tdi di bd
dudi chan day nui Pyrénées, ca phia bén
Phép va bén Tay ban Nha. Khung canh
cting nhu thoi gian that 1y tudng dé ndi
lai tinh cdm ngay xua. Nhung khi dua
Thuy ra xe ltia toc hanh tré lai Paris, toi
bi€t nang rat buon, anh chi toi cling that
vong. Biét lam thé nao khi tam hon t6i
da dong lai mai mai d€ chi giti mot hinh
anh duy nhat.
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Vién chgt diing lai, hdi Phan:

— Anh c6 tin vao nhiing diéu huyén
bi khong? Toi mudn noi nhiing gi mat
ta khong thay dugc va hiéu biét ctia con
ngudi hién nay khong tra 16i ndi. Khi
Van con, chung t6i da di tham dinh Ma-
chu Pichu. Khi nghe huéng dan vién giai
thich noi day c6 thé c6 nhiing tl trudng
rat manh tao nén sy huyén bi cho vung
nuai, nang da hon to6i va ndi:... “Em udc
ao tinh yéu cua minh sé la muon thué?”
Nang nghi rang vung nui thiéng sé gitp
161 nguyén ctia nang thanh sy thuyc. Lan
khac, chung t6i xem phim “Crouching
Tiger, Hidden Dragon” (phim ndm 2000,
tai ti Yun-Fat Chow, Michelle Yeoh, Ziyi
Zhang), Van thich mai cau n6i ma chinh
toi khong dé€ y: “...khi chét di, em sé
thanh mot linh hon tréi néi bén anh...”
(a spirit floating by your side). To6i nghi
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Van dang lam dang nhu thé. Toi khong
noi véi ai, ngay ca chi toi, vi s¢g ho nghi
minh tam than. Nhung t6i néi véi anh vi
anh sé ghi lai cau chuyén.

Mot toi toi dang ngu, khong gian
chgt yén lang, yén lang bat thuong dén
nodi lam téi thiic gidc. Trong khung ctia
s phong ngu, hién lén hinh anh Van,
khong rd rét nhung to6i bi€t dé la nang.
Roi mot budi trua, cling khi dang ng,
toi cam dugc mot bong ngudi dang cui
xudng dau giudng chd téi nam, giong
nhu muon san so6c cho tdi. Va lan sau
cung mdéi day, ban ngay, nam doc sach
dudi béng cay Arden Rose of Sharon
(moét loai hoa mua he), chinh tai nha
nay, toi ngu thiép di. Toi thay minh di
trong hanh lang t6i, thi béng t6i khong
lam t6i s¢ hai ma lam to6i thay an binh.
Béng t6i that ém diu, ém diu nhu vong
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tay ngudi me hién. Toi di theo mdt bong
nguoi trong lic am thanh cua ban nhac
Ave Maria vang 1én rat nhe

Phan ngoi yén ldng hoéi lau. Vién tiép:

— Mu¢i tam thang, t6i xong hgp dong
vGi co s& bao ché gan day. Bac si Reyner,
nha thuong St Luc dang tim Dugc si di
Zambia, Phi chdu dé hudn luyén dugc
ta cho co s y té tu thién mdai thanh lap.
Day la viéc tinh nguyén. Ho chi nudi én,
& va cho tién di chuyén. Toi sé di giap
ho, c6 1é d60 mo6t nam. Sau do, toi trd lai
Hoa ky va ti€p tuc nhiing cong viéc bac
ai. Hién nay, di chuc t6i da cd. Thuc ra,
toi da cho di hau hét. Toi nhé cau Thanh
Kinh: “...mu6n theo Ta, hay bo tit ca dé
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theo Ta...” Nhiing gi con lai do chi toi
trong coi. Do 1a ly do tai sao chi Minh
Chéau ding tén thué nha. Toi nghi Van
1a mot thién thian dang huéng dan budc
chan t6i trén tran gian, anh Phan!
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Phan két

Vén gia tu vg chong Phan-Lién
vao moét ngay mua Thu, dung

muoi tam thang sau khi thué nha. Thoi
tiét dang lanh dan. Nhiing dan ngéng &
Pennsylvania bat dau di cu. Trén bau troi
trong xanh, tling dan ngdng hinh chi V,
nodi nhau, tiéng kéu inh 6i, vang dong mat
song, ho. Phan dung rat lau noi dinh doi,
nhin theo dan ngong, c6 tim mdt canh
chim 1¢ loi, mét canh chim tr6i khong
biét c6 nhé mua Xuan dé quay lai hay
khong.

Duong Nguyén
(mua Phuc Sinh 2012)
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