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Ném ay, toi hai muoi bay. Trong
sau nam nay nghia la ti ngay
toi tu gia cai nghé cong chiic va lay vo toi
da song trong cudc doi phiéu luu ma moi
cudc mao hiém lai lam cho con ngudi
cua toi day dan thém lén mot chut. Ciing
lai vui d&i yéu doi, tin minh, tin ngudi
thém lén moét chat niia.

Moi lan t6i that cai day lung dan
trudce khi ra di, vg toi lai dat nhe ban tay
1én cdi bao sung:
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— C4n than nhé, minh nhé.
Roi nhin t6i, nghen ngao:
— Minh di d6 bao nhiéulau hd minh?

T6i hiéu cdi nhin 4y, cho nén toi
khong tra 16i cdi cau nha t6i hdi, ma
toi trd 16i ngay vao cai cho long nha toi
mong uéc nhung khong ddm ndi ra:

— Anh di mo¢t lan nay nia thoi.

Nha t6i nam chat tay toi tu tu dat lén
trén nguc:

— Dbung nhé, minh nhé. Nha ta thé
nay cling la thtia dn r6i ma.

Toi tudi ngua. Lai c6 1é dé vao gio
“thién sat” cho nén tam hon bi hung tinh
qudy rdi, toi chi c6 thé quan niém hanh
phuc & trén lung ngua, va hinh dung da
song trong nhip nhang ctia bon chiéc vé
cau.
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Cac 6ng b6 phuong Nam bao rang:
“Thang 4y c6 mau giang hd” Ma ngudi
phuong Tay thi cho la: “To6i c6 quy su
trong nguoi”.

Con t6i thi ltc nao t6i cling giay lén
nhu dia phai voi.

T6i mao hiém lan dau c6 1é vi miéng
an. Toi khong muodn cho cdi c6 bé ngu
dai da di yéu thang con trai & trong thang
con trai ngheéo nhat phai hoi han vé su
kén chon cia minh. Lan dau, t6i mao
hiém dé lam giau. Nhung da giau roi, toi
mudn giau thém cling co6, t6i thich mao
hiém ciing c6. Mot ti khé khan, mot ti
vat va, mot ti nguy nan déi v6i cudc doi
tré trung cling nhu mot ti rugu manh
doéi véi co thé. N6 quit, no6 vut, nd lam
ndy dién long. N6 lam cho ta nhén thay
rang ta da song.

Nam nao, toi cling thém khat dugc
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say sua cdi ti chat men ndng cua sy song
ay, cho nén cu vu gt xong la toi di.

Lan nao t06i di, vg toi cling cam tay
toi nghen ngao ma khong ddm ndi.

Lam thé nao dugc, khi nguoi ta trét
lay phai mot thang chong nghién, phai
cai ctia doc ay, thu nhat trudc khi lay nd,
nguoi ta da thay ré6 né mau mé nhu thé
rOi.

Biét thé, cho nén tbi ciing thuong
hai, 1an nao t6i cling hua:

— Anh di mo¢t lan nay nia thoi.

Nha t6i cling biét nhu t6i, luat phap
nudc Xiém phat rat nghiém khac, sy
budn thuoc phién lau coi ngang hang véi
toi trom cudp. Thuoc phién la mot thi
quoc cam. Chinh phu Xiém dang ra stic
bai trii nan nghién hut: Ngudi nghién
phai c6 gidy phép cua bac si va cong an,
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thudc phién ty lai mdi ndm pha nhat dan.
Toa an phat ti nhiing ngudi buon thudc
phién lau. Nhe nhat cting 1a ba ndm cam
O, va tich thu hét gia san. Diéu sau thi
khong dang lo.

Vit6i 6 Cao Mén, don dién vanha cta
toi 6 bén nay bién gidi, con nhu bo tu thi
it ra, nguoi ta phai bat dugc toi. Nhiing
diéu d6 nha t6i ciing khong lo lang bang
nhiing su nguy hiém doc dudng. Mudn
tai thuoc phién sang Xiém, t6i phai luon
ring Prey Rénéam it ra trong mudi hom
md&i dén ai dia dau Tranya hay Pachim.
Khu riling ay to va ram nhat Cao Mén.
Lai san c¢6 nhiing tay dn cudp kiét liét
sinh s6ng bang nghé cudp cua giét
ngudi. Nhiing tay anh chi ngudi Co La,
ngudi Cha Va, ngudi Xiém, ngudi Cao
Mén, ngudi Lao, ngudi Cdi bi dn 6 nude
ho déu dén ldn tron & trong day riing Ay.
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buodng di la mot cai hang duc trong
ring cay, thinh thoang lai céd nhiing
chudng trau bo giac cudp lam san dé cho
dén nhiing trau bo di trdm cudp & cac
noi vé nhét vao cho tién. Mot tram dam
trau bo bi cudp hay bi trom, kho cha va
cd quan linh ntia chi dudi dén ctia rung
1a quay vé. Chua ai ddm dudi qua vao siu
trong rung bao gio. Ngudi ta cling biét
gidc cudp nhot nhiing suc vat chung dn
cudp dugc 6 trong gitia rting dé cho goi
lai dén day ban nhung cé ai ddm mao
hiém vao. Vi da nhiéu lan ching ndp ban
chét nhiing ké mao hiém dudi theo vao
trong con dudng hang nay.

Ngoai nhiing cdi nguy hiém géy ra
b&i ngudi, con nhiing nguy hiém gay ra
b&i riing: h, bdo, voi, gau, ran, rét, va
mudi, va nudc ddc, va bénh sot rét.

Ping trudc ngan ay thd nguy nan,



Ngirng dong tién siét mdu | 13

nha t6i sg cho t6i cling la phai. Nhung
toi nong lam giau, t6i ct liéu di cling lai
1a phai. Vi khong c6 moét nghé gi chéng
giau bang cai nghé budn thudc phién
lau. Lai budn thuoc phién lau sang Xiém
la noi cé rat nhiéu ngudi nghién, ma
rat hi€ém thuoc phién. Pem dugc thuoc
phién tot va sai nhat sang Xiém thi that
1a v6 gia. Minh mudn ban dat may, ngudi
ta cling x0 vao mua, bao nhiéu ciing la it.

Ngoai mdt s6 tién 1ai khong 16 ma toi
phai can dé€ khai khan céi don dién hon
mot nghin mau tay, t6i lai con khao khat
dugc hudng chut men ndng cta sy toat
ra trong nhiing cudc phiéu luu, cho nén
toi ct danh phdi phét nhu ngudi Hong
Mao trudc su run sg ctia nha toi.

Trong nhiing chuyén mao hiém 4y,

nhting ngoi sao s6 ménh cua toéi con dang
trong thoi sdng stia, cho nén t6i déu thoat
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dugc. Vai vét thuong xoang, vai lan chét
hut, véi hai céi dn vang mat cong lai la
bdy nam rudi tu cua toa an Xiém, khong
lam cho t6i s¢g mdy. Mdi lan dui tap gidy
bac cho nha t6i, t6i lai xoa tay:

— Thoi ti nay anh khong di niia.

Cha, cdi xoa ay! Nguoi ta da phailam
nhiing gi, phai trai nhiing gi, phai chiu
dung nhiing gi d€ dugc xoa tay nhu thé.

Co 1€ chinh vi nhé nhiing cdi xoa
tay dy, va théem hudéng cai thu tuyét voi
ay mot lan ntia cho nén cd mot lan “anh
tho6i” lai la moét 1an “anh nGa”.

T6i danh Itia nha t6i da sau lan. Lan
nay, sau khi t6i dui tdp bac cho né, va toi
xo0a tay, va toi néi: “Thoi anh khong di
n{ia’ thi n6 ddy tap bac lai tra t6i, n6 oa

lén khéc.
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Tu ngay lay toi, no khoc lan nay la
lan dau. Ma né da c6 3 con véi to6i. May
thdng odt chang hiéu gi, ct thiy “mg”
chung né khoéc la ching né khoc theo
thoi. Lai rac réi la cdi thiang I6n ¢ taim
lay toi, viia dam, viia méu:

— Bat dén cau day! Bat dén ciu day!

C6 nhiing phut thua tran tuyét thu
ctia doi ngudi. May ai da dugc hudng.
B&i vi muon dugc hudng, phai da bao
phen thang tran. Cai thua cang thu vi.
Khi cdi thang cang oanh liét.

Ngudi dan ba dang méu day da nhan
cai tinh cua t6i khi toi con la mét thang
con trai nghéo xo ngheéo xac, va y da chiu
thua t6i nhiéu qua roi. Toi di nguogc lai
dong thai gian thi t6i thiy rang tdi phai
nhugng b¢. Cang phai nhugng bd vi toi
biét vi ai ma y phai khoc.



16 | Lé Vin Trwong

— Thoi, thoi, em nin di, bdo con nin

di, anh thé anh khong di nia.
Y nhe rang cudi trong nudc mat:
— Nhé, dung nhé.
Toi cling dling dung:
— Dung, anh da thé véi em roi ma.

Chi trong nhdy mat, la tiéng khoc
im hét. Roi thi trong nha t6i lai vui nhu
Tét. Va to6i bién ngay ra thanh con ngua
nhung khong phai cdi thd ngua thién
ly d€ nuét duong ngan dim, ma la thu
ngua xiéc chi dugc chay cai 16i lam sao
cho khong chay, ma van ct nhu chay.
Thang ca, thang hai moi dda nhay phdc
1én mét dui, con thang ba thi nha to6i giti
cho né c60ng kéénh 1én c6 t6i, chiing né
viia khua chéan viia €p, toi thi vita nhoong
nhoong lam nhac, viia run nguci bat
chuéc nhu ngua chay nudc kiéu. Nhiing
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thang ky ma oat con sau mot héi nhoong
nhoong ép €p da mét khong hét duogc
ntia mdi tha cho toi:

— T gid cam cau khong dugc di dau
lau niia day, phdi & nha lu6n lam nhoong
€p cho chung con nghe khong?

Thé c6 cha khong. Nhung thoi, toi
ciing danh phdi nghi xudi nhu trong
bén kinh I'Ecclésiaste “c6 mot thoi... co
mot thoi...” c6 moét thoi va cd mot thoi,
cho moi viéc, c6 mot thaoi dé di, thi ciing
phai cé mot thoi dé€ ding cha? Thoi thé
la may thang sau day, to6i sé bang long
vé6i su “nghiém, nghi” ma vo t6i da dinh
trudc cho toi:

— Nha ta da cé may van gia laa nhé.
Trau bo cling c6 ndm bdy chuc con roi
nhé. Ruong cho cay ré ca roi nhé. Em ban
hang tap hoa thé nay cling thtia an tiéu
hang ngay r6i nhé. Cua hang nha ta thé
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cling to roi diy nhé. Sang anh day diém
tam xong thi choi v&i con moét ti. Co
budn thi di san. Hay di danh ma chugc
thién cdu véi cac chu ay. Cac cha y thich
choi véi anh 1am. Thoi thia an tiéu roi,
anh ct di, 16 mot phat. Anh di vang, cac
chu ay cu dén day mai luon.

That 1a bao nhiéu thu vi. Thoi danh.
Néu chua biét nhiing cai thu vi ay la tha
vi, thi au la t6i tap cho quen vay. C& bac
toi cting thich. Ma hinh nhu t6i cling da
mé cd. Néu chua mé thi r6i cling dén mé
thoi. Con ngudi toi ¢6 cho nay ky la, la
bat ct choi céi gi r6i cling thanh mdu mé
tuot.

Vu git xong. Toi khong di dau ca.
Toi & nha dung thi gid gan dang nhu cai
chuong trinh ctia nha toi.

Xt nay la xti lam an, toan 1a ctia hiéu
khach tru, duy céd mot gia dinh tdi la Viét
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Nam. Nhung anh bép, chi vi, anh ban
hang nha t6i déu la khach tru, nén thi gic
sinh hoat ctia nha t6i cting theo khach.
Bita sdng, chin gid thi chung toi an. Sdng
day, t6i choi véi cac con. Com xong la da
cé ngudi ra toi di danh bac. Ma chugc,
thién cdu, dau phu tui, tdu nhé thi bac
gi toi cling biét choi. Va ciing mé. Hinh
nhu cdi s6 kiép to6i n6 thé. Lam cdi g,
choi céi gi, khong mé 1a khong xong.

Nhiing ngay dau vg t6i con sg toi
budn. Vé sau ci buong ditia la téi di danh
bac, chiéu toi khong vé an com nha. Nha
chtt moi dn, téi déu nhan 16i d€ an, xong
lai danh ngay. C6 khi qud nta dém, toi
md&i vé nha. Toi mé, mé dao dé. Danh
thé, dugc thua khong may. Nhung ngudi
ta mé cO bac co6 phai vi dugc thua nhiéu
it dau. banh bac ciing 1a moét thd phiéu
luu, ma ngudi ta mé cai thu phiéu luu
nam trong d6. Cudc choi hu tim cta toi
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v6i than may rai lam cho nha t6i sung
sudng. Mién la téi dling mao hiém di
budn lau sang Xiém niia la nha t6i vui
mung roi. Nha t6i khong biét choi mot
thu cd bac gi, va rat ghét nhiing ngudi
danh bac, 4y thé ma nha t6i saim du cac
thd bai, va nhiéu lan nha t6i cho moi
nhting ban danh bac véi toi vé nha.

G day dénh bac la d€ tiéu khién cho
nd qua mua mua chi khong phai dé€ an
thua. Danh ma chuogc, thién ciu, dau
phu thi ciing nhu t6 tom, chan, tam ctic
ta, khong phai la tha dugc to, thua to.
Van deé giét thi gio doi v6i nhiing ong
chu hiéu, chu don dién nhu téi, thua,
dugc cé tham thap vao dau. Ngoi trong
ban bac huéng cai tha phiéu luu tung
giot ti ti mot, toi giét thi gid mot cach rat
vui thu. Vg t6i con cau mong gi hon. Toi
chac trong tham tam vg tdi ao udc cudc
doi ct troi chay cho gia dinh t6i nhu thé
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mai dé khong bao gid t6i “dong long bén
phuong cd”. Va toi ciing khong c6 quyén
trach vg t6i, & chd néu ct kéo dai nhu
thé€ thi cudc doi cna toi la cudc daoi di
dut. Biét bao nhiéu ngudi dan 6ng ciing
chi mong c6 thé thoéi. Néi chi la dan ba.
Gia dinh t6i c6 moét s6 tién 16n nhé, mot
sO rudng tot nhé, mot cai ctia hang kiém
thiia tién an hang ngay nhé. Roi ct thé
vg chong con cdi kéo dai trong yén am.
Cho nén hé t6i ra di la nha t6i gidt minh.
Bdi vi chi xay ra mot ti la d6 up ca. Ma
day da nhu thé, con mao hiém lam gi
ntia. Lay cdi khon ngoan thong thudng
ma suy ludn, thi tdi mao hiém la to6i chda

dai.
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¢ td6i mudn thé. Nhung chac s6

ménh khong mudn cho t6i thé.
Bé&i khong c6 ly gi, troi sinh ra mot cdi 1o
Itta d€ khong chay lung tung lén.

To61 chiéu vo toi, toilao vao ma chugc
dé quén. Nhung, khong biét la may hay
rui cho t6i, va cho ca gia dinh t6i nta,
c6 mot ngudi ban nhé dén tdi trong mot
trudng hop ma chi cé t6i la xting dang
dé cho ngudi ta phai nhé tai.
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A-Cheng dén nha t6i vao giiia trua
ngay mudi bay thang tu ndm 1928, trong
khi téi dang danh Thién cdu & nha ong
bang trudng Ma-pan-Choeuhh. Vg t6i
biét han la em vg mot ngudi ban chi thin
ndm nao cling sang Xiém budn véi toi
(hoi ay nudc Thailande con chua déi tén,
van goi la Siam). C6 1é mot linh khiéu da
bdo cho vg toi biét sap c6 chuyén roi day,
neén vo toi noi ngay:

— Nay cha, nha t6i da thé khong cé
budn ban cai thi hang dy ntta dau. Nha
toi khong cd sang Xiém dau.

— Anh t6i cho t6i lén tim sénh sdng
cé ti viéc riéng, chi khong phai budn
ban.

Chi cé ti viéc riéng, lai khong phai
viéc can, lai khong phai budén ban. Cha
vg t0i nghe da nhe cd minh.
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— Thé mai cha ngdi choi, dé t6i cho
di ma&i nha toi ve.

— Anh ré t6i c¢6 dua cho sénh sing
mot buc thu, ba lam on cho ngudi di ho.

Hom ay téi danh dugc may van rat
cao, t0i dang cudi nhu nac né thi nguoi
nha duabtic thu cta 6ng Thai-Seng-Long
dén. Doc xong buic thu t6i cdm ngay thay
1a gi 1én duong da diém, t6i tha dai -
khong rd 1a vui hay budn - ding day xin
16i moi nguai:

— Toi cb viéc can, mot ngudi ban
dang chd & nha. Ong nao thay chan to6i
ho.

Ong bang truéng mudn git toi lai dé
mong gap van nao danh g& cdi van viia
thua, nhung t6i khén thiét:

— Khong, téi cé viéc can lam ma
khach & Nam Vang vé dang dgi & nha.
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Vg tdi nhin thay mat toi 1a hiéu ngay.
Y that sac. Toi dua thu cho y xem, roi toi
an Ui:

— Em da biét ong Thai-Seng-Long
do6i véi anh la thé nao, nay dng ay cé viéc
nhd, anh khong thé khong di giap dugc.
That anh khong muén 1am cho me con
em phdi lo nghi, anh khong mudn di dau
xa ca, nhung lam thé nao dugc.

Vo tdi tay run run gié buc thu doc.
Lam quy hiiu

T6i con nhé ndam kia, khi chiing ta chia
tay nhau & rung Kngheng-Tam Bop, quy
hitu c6 hiia véi t6i, néu co viéc gi can dén
thi du khoé khdn nguy hi€m mdy, quy hiiu
ciing khong tii choi, va sé tan tam gitip toi.
Loi hifa ctia mot ddng trugng phu toi thdy
né sat dd nhu 16i hita ctia Kinh Kha liic
sang Tan. Cho nén téi van tam tam niém
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niém dé danh né trong nhiing liic sao doi
vat doi. Va téi miing rang: Néu c6 16 xdy
ra phong vii ba dao thi so6 ménh ciing da
san ban cho gia dinh té6i moét ban tay té
do. Cdnh cua toi khong giong cua cong tir
nudc Yén, nhung su quan trong thi ciing
chang kém.

Nhac phu t6i ta thé da bon nam nay
tai Cao Mén. Cd ho Ly t6i 6 Sheung Ping
tha thiét udc mong sé dem duoc di hai vé
noi qué cha ddt to. Ching ta tuy la ngudi
hai nuéc khdc nhau, nhung Ié gido thi
ciing cung mot dudng 10i. Chit hiéu da
ding dau ngi ludn ma nhac phu t6i lgi
con la nganh trudng, cd ho trong vao. Ho
hang toi 6 bén Tau cé phdi ngudi sang day
bdo chung t6i, thé nao ciing phdi tim cdch
dem hai cot nhac phu téi vé an tang & qué
nha cho dvgc gin tién t0 va do cing la di
ménh ctia nhac phu t6i. Hai niia c6 mot
danh su mdi tim cho ho téi dugc mot ngoi
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ddt Nga Mi tdc an. Ho t6i mong nho do sé
dugc tiép phuc lau dai.

Chiting toi da hop hoi dong gia toc ban
ky cang thdy dé la mot vian dé rdt kho.
Néu khong hanh sy cho dudc chu toan thi
cdi hoa tay trdi sé dén vdi chiing toi chang
lau. Toi da nghi ky, viéc nay chi cé6 quy
hitu la giup dudc. Quy hitu chang nhiing
la nguidi gan da, lai cé tai thdo vdt, lai xudt
ngoai da quen, thong thudc duong 16i thé
lé. Hon nita quy hitu lai thao cdc thii tiéng
ngoai quoc nhu tiéng Phdp va tiéng Anh.
Dua hai cot nhac phu téi vé Trung Hoa,
chang nhiing chung toi lo thé phi biét
tin sé ldp ké cudp gitia dudng dé doi tién
chudc, nhung khd noi ngudi ta khong cho
phép dem xuong tau, nén chiing téi phdi
gidu ma dem di nhu thudc phién lgu. Nhu
thé chang nhiing cdn phdi c6 mot nguidi
quyén bién, lai con cdn phdi c6 mot tay
sung kiét liét dé co thé doi ddu vdi rui ro.
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Quy hitu da thuong chung toi, quy
hitu lgi ¢6 du nhiing tai do. Cho nén cd
gia dinh toi kinh lay trudc quy hiiu mong
quy hitu md ban tay tao héa ma gidng
phuic xudng cho chung téi dugc thy hudng
cdi dn cao day.

THAI SENG LONG kinh bdi.
Vo t6i doc xong buc thu, mdt tai di:

— Thé anh lai di hd? Phai roi, ong
Théi-Seng-Long la ban than cta anh.

Trong cau ay, c6 y nghia mdt sy so
sanh dau dén. Toi cudi:

— Em ché. Anh that khong muén
cho me con em phai 4y ndy. Nhung cai
sO anh nd thé, cai so6 chung ta nd thé thi
biét lam thé nao!

Vo toi nghen ngao:
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— Xua nay, em c6 thay anh tin s6 bao
gi¢ dau. Co anh thich thi anh di, chid s6
vé6i hé gi.

T6i nghiém sac mat:

— Lan nay thi khong phai anh thich.
Danh dy bat budc anh phai di. Day
nay, anh noéi cho em biét chuyén roi thi
tuy em. Néu em bdo anh & nha, anh &
ngay. Anh gidu khong ké cho em nghe,
vi s¢g em lo lang ching ich gi. Anh d6i
v6i anh Thai-Seng-Long c6 mét mén ng
danh dy khong thé khong tra duge. Em
c6 bi€t nam kia, trong moét trudng hop
toi nguy nan, Odng ay da doi xd véi anh
nhu thé nao khong? Anh va 6ng ay hom
dé vua tai hang dén nghi & trong rting
Tangkor canh Pachim thi 6ng Mékhum
(ly truong) Chreng-Sa-Dao cho ngudi
lai bdo cho biét nhan vién nha Thuong
chinh Xiém hop v6i linh ky ma don La
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Chim kéo dén vay bat ching anh. Luc
ay, anh da thao yén ngua, dang ngdi quat
cho rdo mo hoi. Nghe bdo thé, anh voéi
vang dong ngua. Dong xong, anh nhdy
lén ngua thi bi nga 1on phoc xuodng:
thang dai ngua dut. Thi ra trong luc hap
tap, anh da cai thang ddi nham vao mot
cai day da 6 yén da gan ddt. Nhdy manh
1én la n6 dut phang ngay. Day cdi yén ct
cta nha ta day no6 co6 ba sgi day da dé
cai thang dai, dut cdi no thi thay cdi kia.
Cai tot khong cai lai di cai nham mot cai
da gan dut. Anh bi nga, vlia dung day
dugc thi nghe tiéng sting nd ran & phia
dau ring. Ho biét chung anh cé sung,
biét chung anh c6 thé chong cu mdt cach
quyét liét, nén ho ban thi uy thé dé ap
ddo tinh than chung anh. Bi nga anh da
cudng, nghe tiéng sung anh cang cudng
hon. S¢ bi bat, anh da toan bd yén lai,
cli c&i vo thé ma chay. Ong Thai Seng
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Long luc ay da phong ngua cach xa anh
dén mudi thudc, thay anh nga lién quay
ngua lai. Thay cung cach anh thé ong ay
hiéu anh muo6n bd yén, lién ldi cuong
ngua ding nép vao mot cdi cay, rdi viia
rut sung, 6ng 4y viia bao:

- Ong ct binh tinh ma déng yén
cho tu té, thi mdi hong thoat. Néu co
bi bat ntia thi t6i ciing danh ctuing bj bat
v6i 6ng. Ma c6 phai chét chidng niia thi
chiing ta cting chét. Ong cti binh tinh ma
doéng yén cho chac chan.

Em nén nhg, luc &y thi rat c6 thé
cha bdé con, con bd cha, vg bd chong
ma chay cho thoét 1dy than. Ay thé ma
nguoi ta khong bo minh. Nay ngudi ta
c6 viéc nhd minh, ma viéc gi? Viéc chon
bo ngudi ta...

Vg t6i khong dé€ toi noi hét ngat 16i
ngay:
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— Néu ¢6 phai that nhu thé, thi bon
phéan anh phai di roi.

T6i 6m lay nha toi:

— Em that xting dang véi tam long
quy mén va tin cdy ctia anh. Néu anh
khong di thi anh 1a mét thang khén nan.
Khi tréi chdy cong viéc luc trg ve, lac
chia tay, anh co6 huda véi Ong ay...

Vo toi nghen ngao:

— Thi lé tat nhién anh phai git 16i
htia r6i. Nhung anh ké cho em nghe sau
dé6 roi thé nao nia.

— Con thé nao nita. Luc anh dong yén
xong, nhay lén ngya thi thay bon linh 16
nhé dén gan mudi dda & dau riing, cach
chiing anh d¢ hai traim thuéc. Ong Thai-
Seng-Long ban xa vao ching, anh cling
rut sung ban xa vao ddy. Via ban vta
chay. Em con lai gi linh trang, ho t6i gi
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chét uéng. Ho cé nhu minh dau ma bao
can phai sanh ti. Bat dugc minh ho cé
dugc gi ddu. Ma bi dan chac 1a thiét thén,
thu nhat khi & ring, ho nghi ching anh
déng ngudi chac c6 mai phuc ban ngam.
Hai ntia ho biét ching anh ban gioi.
Nghe ti€éng sung la ho ldi ngua tranh vao
riing. Sau r6i ho ciing c6 dudi, nhung cai
16i dudi dé tién ching anh di 4y ma. Gia
khong nghe thay ti€éng sing thi cé 1€ ho
chay dén ngay. Néu ho ma cting gan nhu
ching anh thi ho da bat dugc ching anh
lau roi.

To6i noi bia ra thé cho dan ba ho an
long, chu that ra hom ay, ching toi phai
chién dau kich liét méi thoat dugce. Toi
cang chiu on 6ng Thai-Seng-Long.

Vg toi hoi mot cach thac mac:

— Nhung hom ay anh va 6ng Thai-
Seng-Long ban c6 tring ai khong?
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Toi trd 15i ngay chang nghi nggi:
— Xa hang hai ba trdm thudc ay ma.

— O, khAu Mauser trin cta anh va
cta ong Thai-Seng-Long cé thé ban xa
gan hai nghin thudc co ma?

Biét la dan ba chi s¢ nhiing chuyén
an mang, toi co lam cho vg t6i an tam:

— Chang anh ban chi thién, doa ho
day thoi ma.

Trong nhiing cudc di sdn, néu toi
hay ban t6i ma ban phai mot con nai hay
con hoang cai c6 chta, vg tdi cling ban
khodn khé s& hang thang, thi lam sao ma
con ndi cho no biét nhiing su that xdy ra
gifia riing ma sy song con can hé & mot
ban tay run hay khong run.
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Téi dén Nam Vang gitia mot buoi
chiéu ma dudng Quai Piquet
dang ron rip nhiing hang quan véinhting
thiic dn, viia bay ra dé don khach choi
dém. O nhiing xti néng, ban ngay ngudi
ta chui trong nha d€ tranh nang. Cd t6i
dén troi mat ngudi ta méi ra dudng. Su
sinh hoat 6 day nhip theo thdi tiét.

Ong Théi-Seng-Long gip tdi 1a ndim
chdt lay tay:

— Toi biét long quy hitu ma. Téi tin
nhu ban ngay, thé nao quy hiu ciing



38 | Lé Vin Trwong

khong bd t6i trong nhiing trudng hop
ma ngudi ta phai can dén sy hy sinh mét
nguoi ban.

— Pai huynh c6 bo tiéu dé trong
nhiing phut gian nan dau. Mot khi ngusi
ta da cung nhau séng nhting phut nhu
chung ta da sdng thi cong viéc nha cta
dai huynh cling nhu cong viéc nha cta
dé. Cai ché ma dai huynh goi la hy sinh
noé chi la mot bén phan.

Sau moOt chau nudc tra, canh cuia
budng khé ma.

Ba Thai-Seng-Long va bon ngudi
con quan do té chinh ra chao toi.

Toi dén cdi nha nay da nhiéu lan co
khi t6i dn ngt & day hang tuan, nhung
khong bao gio c6 sy giGi thiéu trinh
trong nhu thé ca. Trudc kia, t6i chi 1a
mot ngudi ban budn, tu bay gis tré di,
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toi la mot ngudi anh em rudt thit trong
gia dinh nay.

— DPai huynh cho dé dugc huédng
nhiéu vinh dy qua.

— Cai vinh dy 4y, trai lai, [a d€ cho gia
dinh chang t6i, khi ngudi ta cé cdi may
man dugc lam anh em v6i mot nguoi tai
ba va gan da nhu quy hiu...

To6i thanh that ngat 1oi:

— Tai ba thi cé 1é dé khong c6. Nhung
long da... dé khong bao gié dam phu
nhting nguoi da thuong minh.

— Chting ¢6 la quy hiiu dén day. Toi
biét chac rang quy hiiu thé nao cling vé
day, cho nén dang 1€ 1€ cudi ctia gia dé cti
hanh tii ngay hdm qua, nhung t6i nhat
dinh phéi ché quy hitu ve. Chi c6 quy
httu méi xtiing dang lam cht tich bia tiéc
long trong ay. Cai hung van cua gia dinh
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toi c6 1€ bat dau tlii ngay hom nay:.

Toi biét 6ng Thdi-Seng-Long chi c6
mot ngudi em trai la ong Nam Hung ma
ong Nam Hung thi da c6 mot vg va hai
con, tdi kinh ngac vé su long trong ma
ong Thai-Seng-Long néi vdi toi:

— Thé 6ng Nam Hung cuéi vo 1€ a?

— Khong, néu cudi vg 1€ thi dau ddm
moi quy hiu.

— Thé ngudi vg van & véi 6ng Nam
Hung la thé nao.

— La vg lé. Gia dé sang day véi toi
lac con bé. Khi lén 1én chua c6 cho xting
dang, nén lady tam mot ngudi dé no hau
ha va trong coi cong viéc trong nha. Bén
bay gid, cé co hoi. Gia d¢ mébi vé bén Tau
cuébi vg ca, va tién thé, cudi vg ho cho
may thing chau va may ngudi lam dem
theo sang.



Ngirng dong tién siét mdu | 41

Cudi vg ho? Lai da co vg, c6 hai con
roi, bay gio lay vo, lai goi 1a 1dy vg ca.

Nhiing diéu ky la ay ngudi phuong
Tay goi la “Tau dac” (le Chinoiseries)
nhung néu xét cho k¥, va bd qua nhiing
quan diém ly tudng thi ta thiy nd that
hop ly va tra 161 dung véi nhu cau cua su
song. Tat ca nhiing ly do ma ngudi ta cho
la “Tau dac” ay, rut lai ¢ trong hai chi
“tién 1gi”, ngudi Trung Hoa rat thao vat,
rat thuc hanh nén gidi quyét van dé sinh
hoat mot cach “khéong mo mdng”. Pugc
viéc, mién sao cho dugc viéc.

Cai tuc cd thé lay vg 1é trudec, roi lay
Vg ca sau 6 xi Muong thudng xay raludn,
nhung chi xdy ra & nha Lang, ma mot
ché do phong kién da khién ho thanh
nhiing ngudi vinh vién dugc phép cai tri
dan va huéng nhiing quyén loi dac biét
ay. Mot 6ng Lang yéu ai, thich ai cu lay
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lam vg, nhung nhiing ngudi ay chi la vo
1é. Ngudi vg ca phai la do dan cuéi cho.

Ngudi Trung Hoa von ton trong
gia dinh, cho nén su lay ngudi vg ca 1a
mot vin dé quan trong dén 1€ gido, dén
su tho cling t6 tién, ngudi vg ca phai la
nguoi xting dang. Trong khi ngudi xting
dang 4y chua tim thay, nguoi ta c6 thé
tim mot, hay hai, hay ba ngudi dan ba
lam vg, nhung chi l1a vg 1€ thoi. Ngudi vo
cudi xin cin than, c6 gia toc chiing giam
mdi la vo ca.

Nudc Trung Hoa ndm 1926 la mot
nudc Trung Hoa khac bay gis. Thai ay 1a
thoi clia cac 6ng quan phiét, cua thé phi.
Mobi 6ng quan phiét hung cti mot noi,
moi dam thd phi quay nhiéu mdt vung.
Nhiing ngoai kiéu ra ki€ém an & cac nudc
ngoai, vi muon cho tién lgi da gian di hoa
hon nhan mot cach dac biét. Hon nitia su
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mua ngudi ban ngudi chua bi phap luat
ngan cam. Ma su ngheo ddéi lam cho céac
thd budn ban ay rat thinh hanh.

Mot nguoi Trung Hoa 6 Cao Mén
mudn 14y mot ngudi vg, chang cin phai
vé nudc. Ho nho anh em lay h¢ dem
sang. Hay khong cé anh em dé nhg thi
da cé bon “sti hap” lam ho viéc d6. Bon
“sti hap” la mdt thi mai ban cho tung dia
phuong, ho di vé gitp moi cong viéc dé
lay tién hoa hong. Ho dua thu tu, thong
tin tiic mua ban hang héa, mua ban ngudsi
dé lay tién lai phan tram. Ho la nhiing
ngudi bi€t 16 goc tich, qué quan nhiing
ngoai kiéu tiing viung, va ho hang cta
nhting ngoai kiéu ay. Cé nhiing sti hap
di vé gitp cong viéc mua ban cho nhiing
ngoai kiéu gdc tich & huyén Sheunping
tinh Quang Dong, c6 nhiing sui hap cho
nhiing ngoai kiéu goc tich & Cdu Mun
hay Nam Hai hay Phuc Kién. Nhiing sti
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hap ay kiém an tling vung ma ho quen
biét ngudi va vat. Ma sé di ho kiém an
duogc la vé su quen biét ay.

Mot ngoai kiéu & Cao Mén muon lay
vg thi rat gian di, ho khong can vé Tau,
chi viéc dua tién cho mot sti hap vé lay
cho. Van dé dep x4u la theo so6 tién. Tién
nhiéu la tré dep, it tién thi via viia. Vi
thé cho nén nhiéu khi nhiing 6ng gia ma
c6 thé 14y dugc vg rat tré dep.

Ngoai su mua dan ba lam vg, nguoi
ta cling lai c6 thé mau lam day té niia.
Nhiing day t6 cling nhu nhiing no 1¢.
Khi ngudi ta khong can dén niia ngudi
ta lai c6 thé ban cho ngusi khac. Ma vg
1€ cting thé.

Nhiing ngoai kiéu it tién 14y vg bang
cach nho nhiing “sui hap” dua sang cho,
nhiing ngudi giau thi vé Trung Hoa lay,
lay va cudi xin tu té.
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Ong Nam Hung, em trai 6ng Thai-
Seng-Long 1a mot cht hiéu 16n. Ong vé
Trung Hoa cudi vg cho 6ng, va cudi ludn
ho vg cho hai thang chau va hai ngudi
lam la thé.

Vi sy 0ng vé, cho nén nha ho Ly ma
ong Thai-Seng-Long la ré, méi ban dinh
dén sy dem hai cot cu Ly-Bang Sheung vé
chon & qué nha. Ciang vi thé cho nén 6ng
Théi-Seng-Long méi cho em vg 6ng, ma
cling la con trai ca cu Ly-Bang Sheung la
A Cheung 1én nho t6i gitip ho viéc do.

Sau biia tiéc cudi ma ngudi ta bat
budc t6i lam cha toa, thi 1€ ¢6 nhién la
nguoi ta maoi to6i danh ma chugc.

Toi chua ting danh mot canh ma
chugc nao do nhu thé, ma 6ng Thai-
Seng-Long cling nhin rang chua tling
thay mot canh ma chugc nao lai c6 nguoi
U to va U nhiéu nhu téi. Tru “cdu ti lién
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hoan” ra — Ddi t6i chua thay ai t mot van
nhu thé, bao gid. - Con t6i thi u tat ca
cac thu. Khi thay t6i 0 “xap xdm diu” -
ma tu khi biét ma chugc toi U nhu thé co
mot lan, chi lan ay thoi — 6ng Thai-Seng-
Long v¢i reo lén:

— Mot diém lanh, moét diém lanh cho
cong viéc cua chung ta. Ca doi toi danh
ma chudgc, téi chua i mdt van nhu thé
bao gid.

Cong viéc clia chiing ta. Ong gop ca
toi vao trong do. Toi cam dong qua, cdm
dong & chd nguoi ta coi minh nhu anh
em ruot thit:

— Tiéu dé cting mong thé, bai vi dai
huynh da ré6 néu c6 bé nao thi tiéu dé
chi con viéc nhay xu6ng bé hay dua khiu
sung vao thai duong thoi.

Ong Thai-Seng-Long ciing cdm dong
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nhu t6i, ong quay sang bao A Cheng:

— Chu thay day, Lam tién sinh doi
v6i nha ta c6 cdi tinh tay ddt rudt xot.
Vay khi vé dén Sheunping, cha phai noi
v6i anh em trong ho ti€p ddn tién sinh
mot cach thé nao cho xting dang véi cai
cdng on ma tién sinh da ban cho gia dinh
chung ta.

— Thé dai huynh khong cung di a?

— Hai anh em t0i, chi c6 thé di dugc
mdt ngudi, con mot ngudi phai & lai dé
trong coi cong viéc buén ban bén nay.
Chu no 1a con trai, lai 1a con c3, chu né
di, lé phai nhu thé roi. Gia khong vi cong
viéc phai § lai, t6i co di cling khong ich
gi. Chac quy hiiu r6 hon ai hét vé diéu
do.

ba danh rang sinh ra 1a kiép mot
canh budm, cai them cua doi toi la sao
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cho 1ong gi6. Nhung thanh that, lan nay,
toi nghi rat it dén nhiing canh tho méi la
ma t6i sap dugc quan sat, toi khong dé'y
dén cai thu ctia cudc du lich. Toi chi déy
dén cdi trong trach ma ngudi an nhan da
giao pho cho toi.

Toi nghi dén cdi tinh ban thiéng
liétng no da khién cho 6ng Thai-Seng-
Long khong bd t6i trong cdi phut hiém
ngheo ma thudng tinh la “con bo cha, vg
bd chong” dé€ chay thodét 14y than.

To6i nhé nhu in nhiing 16i 6ng noi
véi toi trong phut ay: “Néu c6 phai chét
thi chang ta cing chét, tién sinh cd binh
tinh...”

Cho néu sau khi ban tinh xong muu
ke, toi ngui ngli bao véi ong:

— 'Toi bi€t r6 sy quan trong ctia cong
viéc va cdi ly do tai sao dai huynh lai giao
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pho cho t6i. Muu viéc tai ngudi ma nén
viéc tai troi, toi chi xin hia véi dai huynh
néu co6 bé nao thi dai huynh khong thay
toi trg vé. Khi lay tinh mang cua t6i ddm
bao viéc nay, thi dai huynh c6 thé tin &
toi.

Luc nhan cong viéc nay, t6i da ban
dem hoda tang b hai c6t di rdi bo vao
lo thi su di lai khong c6 gi cong kénh
nguy hiém. Nhung su dé trai véi phong
tuc ngudi Trung Hoa mién Nam, va néu
nhu thé thi khong c6 gi 1a khé khan, ma
nguoi ta dau phai can dén toi.

To6i biét néu di tau bé, néu nhan vién
trén tau kham thay mang hai cot thi thé
nao ho ciing bat phai ném ngay xudéng
bé - Luét hang hai nhu thé. Luc ay toi
chi con viéc dam dau theo xudng bé, bai
toi khong sao con cé thé song dugc véi
cai y nghi “ho Ly mat ma bo” vi toi. Hai
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1a néu t6i bi thd phi don dudong cudp thi
toi chi cé viéc danh nhau cho t6i chét
dé bao vé. Toi con song thi khong thé
dé ai cudp dugc. Con duong bé tu Sai
Gon di Huong Cang, t6i da di lai nhiéu
lan nén rdi r6. Va-li tay ctia khach hang
nhat, § dudi tau hay lén bén thudng la it
khi bi kham xét, thi nhat néu no bé thi
lai cang hy vong la khong. Vi nhan vién
nha doan cho la minh chi d€ do6 trang
diém va quin 4o ngu théi. Haila c61é ho
cling né€ nang nhiing khach hang nhit,
thu nhat néu khach lai di tau ctia nhiing
hang ngudi Anh treo c6 Hong Mao.

Su né nang ay nd c6 mot cai ly: Phai
giau sang 1am mdi di dugc hang nhat.
Tién vé hang nhat v6i hang tu, trong
khi ta di xe lta da chénh léch, nhung su
chénh léch ay chua tham vao dau, néu so
vGi gia tién di tau bé. Di tau bé, sy chénh
1éch ay co6 khi dén ndm muoi lan hon, cé
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khi qua thé nita.

La bdi hang nhét & tau bé sang trong
lam, budng riéng, com rugu cuc ky sang
trong, lai bé tam, ciné, cd boi dac biét dé
hau.

Hai cot ctia cu Ly-Bang Sheung dem
boc sap ong, roi dé vao mot cai va-li rat
sang. Toi lai con dé phong bang cach
“diéu dinh” v6i moét nhan vién cua nha
Vién Dong Bac C6 cap cho mot t6 chiing
chi nhan do6 [a mét bo c6t dao duoc & DE
Thién D€ Thich ma tdi c6 bdn phan phai
dem giao cho mdt s& khao ctiu 6 Thugng
Hai. Toi chi ¢6 tranh lam sao 16 ¢ duéi
tau ma bi 10 thi t6i cé ¢ dé€ cho nguoi ta
khong ném xudng bé. Viéc cé xay ra 16i
thoi, 1én dén trén dat roi thi téi khong
sg nita, mién l1a lam sao cho khoi bi ném
xudng bé thoi. Do 1a cai diéu tdi lo nhit.
Con van dé thd phi bat qua chi la van
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deé ton tién chudc, khong sao. Ho Ly giau
ma luc dé t6i cting khong ngheo.

Toi cho ngudi vé nha lay nhiing quan
ao sang nhat, roi toi dong vai mot tai chu
cd phua vé tham qué huong va ba ngudi
di theo t6i thi dong vai day t6 rat kinh
cdn, rat 1é phép, cta nha giau. Chung
toi déu gidu trong minh moi ngudi mot
khdu sung luc ¢ nho, va ching t6i da
ban nhau, néu c6 16 thi chung t6i sé vao
c6 thu trong mot gian buong dé cho téi
khi tau cap bén Huong Cang. Dén dat,
hai c6t khong bi ném xudng bé la ching
toi c6 thé dung tién d€ “vay”, chang con
so 161 thoéi nia.

Thay t6i lo lang qua, 6ng Thai-Seng-

Long an ui:

— Tién sinh cu phan chéan 1én, trong
doi ngudi it khi danh ma chugc ma dugc
U “xap xam diu cdu”. Nam nay, tién sinh
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hanh van [am, lam viéc gi cting dai thanh.

Chung t6i di tau MacBeth cua ngudi
Anh, chung t6i cap bén Huong Cang
dugc binh yén v6 su. Da cd nhiing dai
biéu ctia ho Ly cho don toéi ¢ diy. Tu
Quang Dong ngudi ta thué riéng mot
chuyén tau hoa dua tdi vé Sheunping, va
nguoi ta lai bao véi toi:

— Tién sinh c6 thé yén tdm roi, ho
Ly chung t6i da nhd dugc d6 doc Dudng
¢ Cliu Mon cho 100 quan di ho tong
chuyén xe nay, khong céd mot diéu gi
ching t6i con phai thac mac niia, ngoai
viéc lam sao d€ dén boi lai cong on cta
tién sinh doi v6i ho Ly chung t6i thai.

Cong viéc lac dau tudng chling nhu
kho khan nguy hiém lam, ai ngo né dé
nhu n keo, thé thoi. Ay chinh vi thé ma
thanh ra t6i phong mdi, va t6i, nghi mai
dén van bai téi u “x4p xam diu”, dén cau
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ong Thai-Seng-Long ndi vdi toi:

— Tién sinh ndm nay hanh vén lam,
lam viéc gi cling dai thanh.

Phai r6i, bén Tau hoéi d6 thé phi nhu
muoi, tau bé va nhiing chuyén xe ltia bj
cudp la viéc com biia xua nay, nguoi ta
kham rat ngac ngoi, ay thé ma sao toi di
chuyén nay lai nhiéu may man thé.

biéu nghi do lam cho t6i giat tri. Toi
cang giat tri vi t6i dugc don rudc nhu
mot vi “yéng hung”.

Thoat dén ga, t6i dugc mot top linh
bong sung chao nhu ngudi ta chao mdt
dai tuéng hay mot chinh khach quan
trong vay.

Lén dén toa tau, mot biia tiéc dai
thinh soan da bay ra v&i bao nhiéu 1a phi
pha mui nhan sac. That la c6 cai vé “khai
quynh diéu di toa hoa” ctia Ly Bach. Bay
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gio ngudi ta con chd t6i “phi vii truong
nhi thy nguyét?” nia thoi.

Trong lac t6i giat tri nhu thé, thi toi
san sang dé€ say lam. Ma néu khong san
sang thi da c6 nhiing “hoa biét ndi” cé
cach lam cho t6i khong thé khong goi
htng.

Ngudi ta da moi gan dt mat nhing
hoa khéi ctia tinh Quang BPong va Huong
Céang dem chat 1én day. Céc cod chang
nhiing da dep, c6 nao ciing dan ngot
hat hay, va ai cling ti toe biét lam tho.
Thi danh la nhiing bai tho khong kiét
tac, nhung it ra cling con cho ta hung
thu hon 1a ngodi v6i nhiing ¢6 dau rugu,
chung chi la nhiing cuc thit va nhiing
con vet ngo6 nghé.

Su budn son ban phan & dat Trung
Hoa da t6 chiic mot cach rat la chat ché,
ma mhiing ¢ “phi pha mui” da dugc
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huan luyén cuc ky chu ddo. D6 1a nho
dudi ché do phong kién va quan phiét,
nghé buon ngudi dugc cong khai, ma su
mua ban dan ba con gai dugc phap luat
cong nhan.

Lai cai hoa ngheo doi, cdi tuc ¢ trong
nam khinh nd khién cho s6 cung bao
gio cling thang hon s6 cau, cho nén thi
trudng “hoa nguyét” khong bao gid phai
khan hang ca.

Nhiing mu dau san von, tha ho tich
tri cai khodn hang tring ma chang cin
phai di qua cOng chg den.

Céac mu mua nhiing c6 bé con xem
chting sach nudc can tti nam sau tudi tré
lén, roi cho hoc chii, hoc dan hat, hoc an
noi, dung ngodi, hoc tdm nghé, bay chd,
roi téi tuan trang tron, cho cac ¢ ra tiép
khach. Cai chi trinh cta cac co, cdc mu
ban cho khach lang choi trong cdi dém
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ky 4o n6 bién mot cod con gdi ra dan ba,
c6 khi da du cdi von nuoi dudng cac co
trong gan mudi ndm.

Vi thé, trong s6 khach lang choi dén
hanh lac, rat cé thé c6 nhiéu “ngai” rat
ban thiu — dung theo cai nghia thyc té
cta vé sinh - rat tuc tan, mot chi khong
biét, moét chut lich sy khong tudng, chi
cac ¢ phi pha mui thi khong. C6 nao
cling biét dan hat, biét chii nghia, biét an
noi lich sy, biét giao thiép ra phét, con
ngudi sang trong. Nghé lam di hang sang
¢ dat Trung Hoa cé trudng huan luyén
han hoi, c6 thoi gian tap su cho cac con
em, c6 quy ché ranh rot cho nhiing ngudi
theo dudi véi nghé, chi khong du xi nhu
hang “budn ban duyén dau ngd” & xu ta.
Hai muoi c6 ma ho Ly moi vé Sheunping
dé boi tiép quan khach dén mting vé sy
da dem dugc di hai cta t6 tién vé noi qué
huong déu la cai hang “tai mat” trong
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lang dua trudc don sau.

To6i dang trong cdi lac tin tudng &
ngoi sao sO ménh ctia minh sang té thi
di nhién t6i rat dé bi bon “tai mat” dé
lam cho “t6i tdim”. Phuong chi ca dai biéu
ctia ho Ly ciing sé khong lay lam ha da,
néu toi khong toi tam. Thanh tht xudng
dén ga Sheunping thi t6i khong con la
toi ntta. Ma chi con la mot thuing rugu va
mot cay thit. HGi oi! Budc xuong tau gap
gio, da day toi lén men di qua. Cd the
1a t6i mtia thoc, mua thdo. Va ct thé, t6i
noéi nhi, n6i nham lung tung thién.

CahoLyrachddontoidgaSheunping
thay thé déu sung suéng va kiéu hanh.
Kiéu hanh vé ché dai khiach hau qua dén
noi khach khong con chd nao ma nhén,
phai tong ra. Va sung suéng & cho toi da
chiéu c¢d thuc tha, say sua tuy luy chang
con nhan ra dat vdéi troi.
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Toi dén Sheunping gitta mot phién
chg, ma & chg Sheunping thi con gi vui
hon la nhiing cudc choi dé.

Luc t6i chan nam dé chan xiéu, tréo
lén kiéu, t6i mo ho thay mdt ngudi dén
khoanh tay truéc mat toi, va mang mang
nghe ngudi ay noi “dé, dé, ndm nam, Cuu
Long, tién sinh bang long...”Thi luc ay
“tién sinh” da thay sap troi & truéc mat,
cdi gi ma tién sinh chang bang long.

Ngudi xua bao giau sang dén trong
gidc ngl, con toi thi that 1a tién tai dén
vGi toi trong mot con say chang con biét
troi dat la gi. Vi thé ma toi lai cang tin &
cai hanh van, cang tin ¢ than may rui, vi
thé ma toi di Ma Cao, vi thé ma t6i danh
bac, ma cling lai vi thé, ma t6i chiia danh
bac.

Phia nam bén Tau, thd nhat & man
Sheunping va huyén Nam Hai, c6 cai
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choi choi dé€ an thua hang van nhu danh
ca ngua. Ma cling say nhu thé, lai cé
phéan hon.

Ciling c6 nhiing tay chuyén mon nuoi
dé, chuyén mdén mé song dé, chuyén
mon lay su choi choi dé lam nghé sinh
nhai. Nhiing cudc choi choi dé€ & day t6
chtic nhu nhiing cudc dua ngua, ci moi
phién chg mdt lan.

Ma t6 chiic & Sheunping thi han 1a
ho Ly phai lam trum song roi, béi trong
cai huyén Sheunping nay, con ho nao uy
thé giau c6 hon ho Ly niia.

Chon loc, nudi dudng va huan luyén
dugc mdt con dé€ dem ra choi thatla cong
phu v6 ciing. Ngudi ta noi chuyén véi toi
c6 nhiing tay chuyén mon nghe tiéng dé,
nhin hinh tht con dé ma biét dugc con
nao gioi, con nao kém, con nao gan, con
nao nhat don. Lai c¢6 nhiing tay chi co
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chuyén mén nudn dé€ h cho ngudi choi,
cong cao lam. Nhiing tay chuyén mon ay
kiém tién van, va cd lam ngudi nho nghé
dé ma thanh giau cu phu. Ngudi ta nuodi
dé bang sam, bang mat giu, bang nhung
huou, bang rugu ho cot. Lai c6 nhiing
nguoi chuyén song vé nghé cat moét thu
ruogu riéng cho dé€ uéng d€ cho né manh
va hang trudc khi ra choi.

Toi dén khu nha thd ho Ly thi da lai
thay mot bia tiéc bay ra roi. Gan mét
nghin con ngudi chd t6i 6 day. Toi trong
thay thit, thay rugu, t6i da rung minh,
nhung lam sao dugc. Cai biia tiéc trén
xe ltia la cdi tiéc mon dé “ra bui” trong
khi di duong. O day 1 ca ho Ly d6n toi.
Va biia tiéc long trong nay la dé tiép toi.
Ghé cht toa con bod trong, ngudi ta cho
toi dén.

Thiy t6i con mét, A Cheng theo toi
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néi may ciu véi ong trudng ho. Ong
trudng ho ndi may cau véi mu trum
cai doan Phi pha mui luc nay ciing dén
day ca & day. Ngudi ta dua vao mot gian
phong, ngudi ta giao t6i cho nhiing ban
tay chuyén mon cua nhiing con ngudi
chuyén moén lam thé nao tong dudgc
rugu thit vao da day khach lang choi cho
that nhiéu, d€ réi néu can, lai tim cach
“chiia chay” khién khéach c6 thé an uéng
lai dugc.

Trong nhiing biia tiéc thinh soan,
mot cai tuc ky quai da dinh rang néu
khach khong say quay dat dao troi, khong
mua thoc, mta thao vai ba lugt, chu nha
tu coi nhu 1a mat thé dién vé chd khach
da khong... “hét long” v6i minh.

Toi say, say lam, t6i mét, mét lam.
Nhung sau ntia gid, cac & “chiia chay”
cho t6i bang da moi cach chuyén mon,
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nao ap khian mdt UGt trén tran, nao xoa
dau bac ha vao minh, nao bat gan c6, gan
chéan, nao con bao nhiéu la thi nia thi
toi da thay tinh va d6 mét. Nguoi ta bat
toi hup mot bat chao do xanh, roi ngudi
ta lai ddy toi ra nha tiéc.

Nhiing ngudi sung thugng phuong
phap tiét do trong dm thuc, gdp nhiing
biia tiéc 16n, kéo dai 24 tiéng, 36 tiéng
c6 khi hon thé ntia, céd nhiing 6ng khach
sau khi udng say, lan ra ngoai méc ¢6 nén
cho ky hét, d€ 1ai vao tiéc uong niia, chac
phai kéu trdi, va khinh bi nhiing con
ma say ay. Ho biét dau c6 nhiing trudng
hgp, tii chdi la vo 1€, va nhiing théi tuc,
tuy ngudi ta biét rang vo ly ma ciing van
phai theo, kho s& ma theo.

Ho Ly to nhat ¢ huyén Sheunping.
Ca ho hop lai 6 chung thanh m¢t lang. Vi
cai nan thd phi héi d6 6 Trung Hoa di
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déi qud, ngudi ta phai & lién v6i anh em
ho hang nhu thé d€ cung t6 chic cudc
phong tha thi méi mong ton tai.

Ngudi ta moi t6i ngoi vao ghé chu
toa. TOi vai tu:

— Chung t6i la mot ké that phu da
dugc thu on day cta Thai-Seng-Long
tién sinh, nay c6 viéc, tién sinh sai di,
thi t6i cing nhu mét con ngya cua tién
sinh, tién sinh huéng sang dong thi toi
sang dong, tién sinh ré sang tay thi toi
sang tay. Toi dén day lay tu cach la mot
tén nd bdc trung thanh cta Thai-Seng-
Long tién sinh ma dén, ty coi cong viéc
nha ho Ly nhu cong viéc ctia minh. Néu
cac ngai day thuong mot tac thanh ma
khong n& bo, cho t6i dugc ngdi vao hang
chot dé€ hiu tiép, toi cting con ban khoan
vé cai ddc an ay chua ddm nhan, phuong
chi cac ngai lai budc t6i vao ghé chu toa
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thi that muon chét, t6i cling phai tu. Cac
ngai thuong t6i, ché bat t6i phai pham
cai toi man thudng doéi véi ho nha ta.

Cu Ly Thap Nhat la trudéng ho kéo
tay toi:

— Tién sinh ché khiém ton, néu tién
sinh khong ngoi, thi ho t6i khong ai ddm
ngoi ca. Ho t6i dugc thu & tién sinh mot
cai on, c6 thé goi la ctiu thién bd nhat, ho
toi sau nay ma tién dat dugc la cting nho
& tién sinh chang quan nhoc nhin, quén
cad than muoén van dé gitp chung toi.
Ngay nay, nam di hai cia 6ng cht ching
toi lai cing vé dugc nam canh tién té dé
cung coi soc cho ho chung tdi, ay 1a nho
tién sinh da khong tii nguy hiém ma té
dd cho. Vay xin tién sinh ct ngoi dé€ cho
chung t6i cung dugc lay.

Cu Ly Thap Nhat néi xong la quy
ngay xuong, cd ho cung quy theo. Toi
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hot hodng cling quy xudng niu lay cu Ly
Thap Nhat.

— Céc ngai muon cho t6i phai dac toi
va giam tho di hay sao ma lam nhu thé?

- D6 1a cai phép phai nhu thé dé giai
to tam long ctia ho chung toi doi vai tién
sinh... Néu tién sinh ma khong ngdi thi

chung t6i nhat dinh khong diung day.

— Toi dau dam... v6 1€ nhu thé. Xin
cac ngai thuong toi.

Cu Ly Thap Nhat va ca ho chti quy &
dudi dat, ma toi ciing ci quy. A-Cheng
lac &y mdi lai gan toi:

— Ho t6i da thanh tam, néu ong
khong 1én ngoi thi t6i tin rang dung noéi
ba ngay, dau ba thang, ho ciing cti quy
nhu thé, toi xin 6ng lén ngodi di cho néd
vui vé ca, cho ho to6i bang long.
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Toi khong lam sao dugc phdi ngoi
vao ghé chu toa:

— Thé nay thi cac ngai budc toi vao
cai toi muodn chét day.

Khi t6i da bang long, ca ho lac iy
mdi diung day.

Rugu da hai tudn thi & cdng co6 tiéng
on ao, roi mot ngudi dem vao mot cai
qua, c6 bon ngudi vac sung di ho vé.

Ngudi mang cdi qua tién lai gan toi,
dat cai qua trén ban:

— Cudc choi dé da két liéu. Con dé
“Ctiu Long” ctia ho Ly nha ta dac thang.
Ong chti song sai t6i dem vao day s6 tién
dugc 1a nam van rudi ma tién sinh da
danh cd vao con “Ctiu Long” lic xudng

ga.

T6i mé& to mat. Toi nhé mang mang



68 | Lé Vin Trwong

lai thi luc do téi ¢6 bang long danh cudc,
toi cling chang ro tén dé, toi chi nghe
thay ndm nam, t6i ngd 1a nam tram rudi
t6i md&i bang long. Toi lién béo véi ngudi
quan ly song:

— Lac nay, toi say rugu, tdi nghe co
ngudi moi toi danh cd, t6i ngd la nam
tram rudi, cho nén td6i mdi bang long.
Cht nam van rudi thi to6i dau cé ma dam
danh. Nhu thé thi t6i dau dam nhén.

Ngudi quan ly binh tinh nhu khong:

— Nhung néu thua thi tién sinh van
phai trd nhu thuong.

— To6i c6 mang tién dau ma tra. Toi
chi danh c6 nam tram rudi thi nay néu
dugc, toi cling chi xin nhédn cé ndm tram
rudi thoi.

Nguoi quan ly van 6n ton, van than
nhién:
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— Néu thua, tién sinh khong san tién
trd, thi ho Ly chung t6i cling phai thu xép
tra da so cho song. Phép danh ca d€, phai
ky cugc tién trudc. Nhung vi tién sinh la
thugng khach ctia ho Ly chung t6i, nén
song khong dam vo phép hoi tién cugc,
dinh ninh cdi uy tin ctia nha ho Ly chung
toi 1a mdt bao dam viing chac. Nhu thé
tic cling la ngai danh cd so6 tién nam van
rudi roi. Vay ngai c6 quyén nhan, béi
thua thi ngai van phai giam da s6 co ma.

— Nhung ngudi giam sO tién ay
khong phai la t6i bdi vi t6i khong co, va
cling khong bao gio, t6i dam danh ca 16n
nhu thé. Toi chi xin nhan s6 tién nam
trdm rudi thoi.

— Con s0 tién thta thi la thé nao bay
gio? Dua cho ai bay gig?

— Lam thé nao tuy ngai; va dua cho ai
thi cling tiy ngai. Thanh that la t6i khong
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dam nhan. Vi luc ay t6i nghe nham, chu
biét 1a s6 tién nam van rudi thi khi nao
toi dam bédng long.

— Mdc dau ngai nghe nham, nhung
nh& néu cd thua thi ngai van phai tra dua
s0. Vay thi dugc ngai ci nhan.

— Nhung thua thi t6i c6 tién ngay
dau trd ma bao.

Nguoi quan ly ngat 16i toi:

— Ngai trd hay ho Ly chung t6i trd thi
cing thé. B&i ho Ly chung t6i v6i ngai
cling nhu mdt. Chac ngai khong thé cho
ho Ly chung t6i cdi vinh du nhu 6ng
Thai-Seng-Long da viét thu vé, 1a cung
cé cdi tinh tay dut rudt xot.

Toi hét stc ti chdi, nhung ti choi
khong dugc. Va toi biét chac néu toi nhat
quyét thi ca ho Ly sé khong dugc vui. Ma
ngudi ta thuong toi thanh that.
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Thiét tinh ra su t6i dugc nam van
rudi khong lam cho t6i mting bao nhiéu,
toi mung la ming nam nay dung nhu
ong Thdi-Seng-Long noi, td6i dang tay
van.

Tién Taulac dé an tdm hao bay Dong
Duong, s6 tién dé tuy la nhiéu trong thaoi
gao sau dong mot ta, nhung khong phai
1a téi khong thuong luon ludn cd. Moi
chuyén di buon thuoc phién sang Xiém,
toi da tliing dugc 14i moi 14n nhu thé, hay
hon thé nia.

Su t6i dugc cdi cta trdi oi dy trong
khi tdi say rugu, t6i nghe lam lam cho
toi thanh mé tin. To6i tin & van so, G tU vi.

Van do ctia tdi nam nay dén r6i! Luon
ludn, t6i nghi nhu thé. Thi bao nhiéu la
cai may dé nhé, ma nhiing cai may tay
dinh! To6i nghi cach lgi dung cdi van do
ctia minh, t6i nghi cach xuc lay cua troi
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cho. Ma xuc lay cua troi cho thi con gi
mau chong bang danh bac.

Trong gan ntda thang trdi, toi & lai
choi v6i ho Ly, thoi thi ngudi ta mai toi
hét nha nay dén nha no, an udng linh
dinh. An xong 1a danh bac, phan nhiéu
la t6i dugc. Nhung c6 bac gia dinh thi
dugc thua phong co 1a bao. Chang qua
no6 chilam cho minh cang tin & ngdi sao
s6 ménh cta minh trong ndm nay:.

Toi nghi dén Ma Cao la cdi song bac
cong khai l6n nhéit & A Dong. Toi chim
chu nghe nhiing chuyén dugc bac ky di
nhu chuyén Tam Dai Vuong hom nay
con la thang khé rach, mai da thanh triéu
phua. Va tu dé chuyén moén chi ¢ danh
tam cau 4u. Ngudi ta ké lai rang trong cai
dém ky ao 4y, ctia tam 46 lién 21 tiéng
Tam Dai Vuong cu gap thi€c mai lén ma
danh. Dén tiéng chét ho ly thay to qua
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va bi thua nhiéu qu4, phai goi chu dén dé
xem c6 dam nhan cho Tam Dai Vuong
danh tiéng ay ntia khong.

Chu song nghi rang khong 1é nao
mot ngudi lai dé mai nhu thé, va khong
thé nao tam lai con c6 thé d6 14n thu 21,
bing long. Ho 1y gay: lai tam! Ay thé la
tan song. Chu nd phai nhudng ca song,
ca gia san cho Tam Dai Vuong ma ciing
khong du trang tiéng bac ay. Cai tén Tam
Dai Vuong xuat xu tu day.

Bay gid, nghe dau c6 ca Nhat Dai
Vuong, Nhi Dai Vuong, Tt Dai Vuong,
nghia la nhiing ngudi toan choi cau au
nhat, nhi, t&, ma moi 1an dat that to, chi
ddt mot ctia ma minh thich.

Bi thoéi mién bdi nhiing chuyén nhu
thé, va tin tuéng & cdi van dé cua minh
trong nam nay, toi nhat dinh di Ma Cao
dé danh bac.
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Lac toi tu gia ho Ly dé€ di Ma Cao
thi ca ho sai mot ngudi da ting lam ho
ly & song bac Ma Cao dua t6i di. Va ky
niém cho t6i mot chi€c vong ngoc. Chiéc
vong do 1a cua gia bao truyén lai da bao
nhiéu doi, khong c6 gid nao ca. Vai bon
van ciling la, ma véi ngudi biét va thich
thi nam bdy van cling khong 1a dat. Toi
thé gilt sudt doi lam ky niém, va thé du
sau nay ngheo tung t&i bac nao toi cling
khong bao gid ban.

Nguoi ma ho Ly sai theo toi dé dua
dudng chi 16i 1a mot nguoi da ttng lam
ho 1y & song bac Ma Cao. Tén 6ng la Ly
Chi Seng nam nay da ngoai ndm muoi.

Ong ta di nhiéu phen an choi long
trdi, 16 dat, va mat nghiép vé cd bac.
Nhung vi mat nghiép vé c6 bac ma biét
cai nghé ho ly 1a cai nghé rat phat dat tai
Ma Cao, cdi nghé dan sung mdc sudng
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nhat ma lai kiém dugc nhiéu tién nhat.
Kiém mot cach chac chan, chi cin co tai
mot chat, nhan tAm mot chat niia; ma
nhat la biét kién gan dung c6 tham cta
troi 6i ma danh bac.

Trong hai muoi sdu nam tan tuy véi
nghé, ong ta khoi phuc hét san nghiép,
lai tau thém dugc may toa nha & Quang
Dong. Ong ta lién ti gid nghé, vé dudng
lao & qué nha.

Vi ho Ly quy t6i lam, nén mdi cat
ong di theo tdi d€ dan 19, ma cai tham y
cling 1a dé€ giti gin cho toi.

Ong Ly-Chi-Seng s6ng vé nghé co
bac, nhung 6ng rat ghét c6 bac. Luon
ludn, 6ng khuyén nhiing ngudi than cta
ong dung danh bac:

- Danh choi ti ti d€ tiéu khién thi
dugc, cht choi to dé€ 1dy dn lay thua thi
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khong nén. Tot nhat 1a diing c6 bao gio
mo vao.

La chua, 6ng sg c& bac nhu sg cop,
sau nay, t6i mdéi hiéu ly do. Ong ciing
da co khuyén t6i nhu thé, nhung luc dé
thi doi nao tdi chiu nghe. Trong cdi ndm
nay, toi da di thoat mot chuyén budn 16n
sang Xiém nhé, danh ma chugc t6i lai u
“thap tam diu cdu” nhé, t6i da mao hiém
dua hai cot cu Ly-Bang Sheung vé Tau
cling thanh cong nhé, say rugu va nghe
lam ma dugc hon nam van bac choi dé
nhé. O, lic 4y, trii phi c6 6ng trdi hién
xudng v6i b mdt thé nao mdi can ngan
toi ndi, chi dng Ly-Chi-Seng thi véi may
cau noi sudng cua ong, nghia ly gi véi
mot ké da co6 tinh mau mé, ma lai dang
tin rang nam nay thé nao minh ciing tay
16n.

Ma Caola mot culao nhoé thudc nude
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Trung Hoa, nhung ngudi B6 Dao Nha
cai tri. Cling nhu Las Vegas ¢ My, Monte
Carlo & Phap, ky nghé chanh ctia n6 la
cd bac. Thanh pho song bam vao song
bac. Moi su hoat dong déu chuyén chung
quanh song bac. Dan cu néu khong ddnh
bac thi cling song nhd vé cd bac.

Chung t6i cdp bén Ma Cao mot budi
chiéu suong mu day dac, cach mot thude
khong trong thay mat ngudi. Chiéc tau
Alvatez ric déu nhiing hoi coi inh 6i dé
bdo hiéu su c6 mat caa minh cho tau be
khéac biét ma tranh. Mé&i bon gid chiéu
ma den dién 6 dudi tau da bat sang trung.

Cdi canh mot con tau chim trong
suong mu tim dudng di trong bé khoi
bang hiéu coi, bang dnh ltta c6 mét céi
gi nguy hiém lam cho ngudi ta phai ron
ron, va mot cai gi huyén bi lam cho ngusi
ta nao nao.
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Thot nhién, hinh anh ctia coi tau
dem dén cho t6i mot hinh anh khac.
Hinh anh cua nhiing ngudi danh bac
budc chan vao song bac. Con tau cu luét
thiang trong suong, ma ngudi danh bac
thi cling dan budc di vao con dudng...
vO dinh. Ron rgn va nao nao ma ho van
budc déu. Bi mat cudn hut ho, théi mién
ho, vin ménh chd doi ho. Tat ca la hoi
hop, ma s6 kié€p thi vay lén trong su sap
ngua cta nhiing dong tién. Tat cd nhiing
van bai dang chia va sap danh. Tat cd chi
xa cach nhau c6 mot gang tic, nhung
trong cai gang tac ay, mau chay siét roi
so6i lén. Va mo hai va ra. Sap, ngiia, dugc,
thua, ngudi ta da dugc song nhiing phut
chay long trong mot gang tac sdi sung
suc cua dinh ménh. Cai hoi hop 1a quan
bai dang reo, cai dé mé la hon dan dang
quay. Con ngudi chéng mat vi cam xuc
cho nén con ngudi di tim sy sdng trong
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song bac. Tim cdi sy song no tap trung,
né keét tinh tat ca nhiing khodng rong
ménh mong, nhiing nam thang dai dang
ddc trong moét chép mat hai hting hay
suéng thoa trén tac gang ctia mot dong
tién.

To6i nghi thé cho nén t6i vo lung dng
Ly Chi Seng:

— Nhiing ngudi danh bac khong phai
1a nhiing ngudi dai, ma la nhiing thang
dam liéu. Ho nhu nhiing con tau dang di
trong suong mu nay.

Ong Ly Chi Seng cudi mét cach y
nhi:

— Nhung la con tau khong c6 nhiing
hoéi coi va nhiing anh dén xanh do bao
hiéu.

T6i cling cuoi:
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— Thi da bdo la liéu ma. Mot may,
mot rai. Nhung du sao ho cling la nhiing
ngudi biét ban doi minh cho m¢t khoanh
khac xtc dong dé mua lady nhiing cam
gidc khong bao gio lanh.

Ong Ly Chi Seng nhin t6i khong néi.
Cai nhin im lang ay nhu bdo t6i: ai ma
noi cho lai dugc véi nhiing ngudi mau
me.

Chung t6i dén ctia phong Tai-seng
cong ty thi nhiing con ngudi cu di di lai
lai, tho than trudc ctia toa nha cao vut.
Quay di r6i quay lai, mat thi Iuc nao
cling chdam cham nhin vé phia ctia ra vao.
Quan 4o vao loai sang trong, nhung da
bi thoi gian lam cho tiéu huy cdi lan mau
ma cua no, chi con dé€ lai cai vé tiu tau
ma c6 nhiing ban tay dang c6 gang nan
vuot, chai chuét d€ cho nd khoi thanh
tang tang. Mdt ho déu c6 mot vé buon
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rau va ban khoan. Ho di rat cham chap
nhu khach tan bd, ngudi thi thoi sdo
moOm, ngudi thi thoc tay vao tui quan,
thodng trong tudng chiing nhu trong
doi, ho khong co cdi tha gi hon la nhin
trdi, nhin dat. Nhung khong, ho dang
rinh nhiing khach & trong ctia song di
ra!

Ong Ly Chi Seng chi ho r6i bao toi:

— D6 la nhiing ngon dén bdo hiéu,
nhiing hoi coi bdo nguy day, Lam tién
sinh a.

T6i ngo ngac khong hiéu:

722

— Day 1a nhiing khéch, trudc kia da
c61an dugc tién van, roi thua tién triéu &
song roi day. Ho da tling c6 lan song rat
sang trong va lam vua, lam chua & dat
nay mot vai phen roi day. Co céila nhiing
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van bai danh & trong song bac khéc han
nhiing van bai ta choi 6 trong doi, cho
nén tiéng cudi cung bao gid ciing 1a hai
chi khanh kiét. N6 budc nhiing ké mau
mé khi da hoa than tan ma dai khong thé
khong nghién ngam vé hai chii ting dai.
Bay gio, ho 16n vén tai day dé cha khach
danh bac & song ra, xem ai dugc thi xin.
Ho da thanh nhiing thang dn may chuyén
nghiép cua song bac.

— An may, tung doi, sao ho con dn
madc co6 vé... chung dén thé.

Ong Ly Chi Seng ph4 Ién cuoi:

— Néu ho khong con bo moi dy, thi
khi nao song bac lai d€ yén cho ho lam
cai nghé chuyén mon cta ho.

— Song bac tuy cho minh cdi quyén
dugc rit hét xuong tay ctia nhitng ngudi
mdau mé, nhung ho xét nhiing ngudi ma
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ho da lam xdc nhu v& ay cling c6 quyén
dugc an xin d€kiém séng, thi ho van phai
déyén cho kiém sdng, mac dau bang cach
an xin. Nhung ho chi dé€ cho quyén kiém
song khi nao nhiing ngudi do khong
dugc phuong hai dén cai quyén boc 16t
ctia ho mot cach... ro6 rét qua. Bé cho
mot doan dn may rach nhu té dia vay lay
ctia song bac thi c6 khdc chila dat nhiing
cai may truyén thanh ngan can nhiing
con bac budc chian vao phong bac bang
nhting cau tuyén truyén c6 nhan ching:
“Nay cac 6ng cac ba dling cd vao trong
ay, cac ong cac ba hay nhin nhiing cai
guong tay liép la chung t6i day!” Nhiing
16i ran bang da, bang thit han hoi nhu
thé xép hang & cai ctia song bac to nhut &
Ma Cao nay? A khong, thé thi du cé gan
la sat ngudi ta cing phéi chung chén,
khong ddm vao nia. Vi thé, song bac
cho phép nhiing ngudi da thua bac dén
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tim chut song thiia & day, nhung ho chi
cho phép khi nao nhiing ké kia an mac
tiéu tuy qua dang. Va ho da diéu tra ky
cang chi nhiing ngudi that da thua bac,
ho méi cho phép dugc dén day dé€ an xin
cht con nhiing dn may chinh cong thi
khong thé.

Ong Ly Chi Seng hit mét hoi, sau r6i
cham rai:

— Hoi tdi con lam ho ly & day, ban
quan tri song bac da uy cho t6i cam dau
cudc diéu tra 4y va td chiic mot doan
yéng hung véi da moi phuong tién, dé
tong kht tui dn may chinh cong khong
cho bén mang dén day. Va budc nhiing
ong danh bac da bi than d6 bac bat xudng
la thang, phai dén an xin véi nhiing bd
canh trong dugc. Néu khong thi cam,
cam chi. Thi day tién sinh xem, song bac
da xay nén dugc sy phon thinh cua do
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thi Ma Cao nay, thi stic manh gi ma né
khong cd, hudng ho la viéc tong khu hai
ha may thang kho rach di.

ROi ong lai chi cho téi xem nhiing
dinh thy nguy nga, nhiing téa nha choc
troi:

— Song bac xay dung lén ca day.
T6i budt miéng:

— Nhung xay bing mdu, dung bang
xuong!

Ong Ly Chi Seng ném mdu xi ga di,
r6i nhin toi:

— Ay thé ma ¢ 14m ngudi tuy da biét
chac chan 1a chét, chét khon khd, chét
nhuc nha ma van ctt dam dau vao diy.

Ro6i thé dai:

— Ma nhting con ngudi ay phan dong
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lai 1a nhiing ngudi tuan tu, cé tri, cé tai
mdi that dang budn cht.

Toi biét ngay la 6ng Ly Chi Seng 4am
chi toi, toi cuoi:

— Thé nao goi la may rai? Thé nao goi
la dé den? Toi tudng tram ngudi cling
Co...

Ong Ly Chi Seng hiéu cai y t6i muén
noi, lién ngat 16i:

— Khong c6 ai danh bac mét lan ma
thoi. Cay an, cay g6. Bac bai rut lai chi
cd rti, chi c6 den. May thi chi may trong
choc lat, do chi la do nhat thoi. Cudi
cung la xudng vuc rdo. banh bac khong
cO dugc, rot cudc chi co thua. Cho nén
bon chu song ching n6 da ndi: “Néu may
dugc ma may mua cdi ndi dat thi cai noi
dat v& di, chung tao mdi s¢g mat, chi may
ma mua cai noéi dong thi ciing cé ngay
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ma dem cam ban di dé dén song”. Do la
chua ké, ngudi nhing vao ¢ bac con ban
di cho thian d6 bac mot thu quy gid cua
doi nguoi 1a cai hon cua minh nita. Bon
chu song, bon ho 1y chung t6i thi sanh
song va lam giau vé nghé ¢4 bac, bon con
bac thi lun bai va chét dim vé choi co
bac, nhung cd hai déu la bon mat hon
ca, tuy modi ding bi mit mat mot cach
khac nhau. Chung t6i bi€t cai nghé doé la
bat nhan, nhung vi ki€m tét, chung t6i
ct lam va tg nht: “Chung t6i khong lam
thi nguoi khdc cling lam™ Con ké danh
bac tuy biét la that co 16 van ddy, nhung
tu bao: “Biét dau lan nay ta khong may
man” r6i ci thé ma tién dan vao cho suy
tan ca vat chat lan tdm hon. Nguoi danh
bac thi c6 mau tham muon dn khong ctia
ngudi. Chung to6i thi la nhiing quén lau
ca biét t6 chiic nhiing cudc dua ma c6 lgi
cho minh va chon ngudi ma lam giau.
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Toi biét ho Ly cti 6ng Ly Chi Seng
theo t6i ngoai muc dich mudn cho cudc
di choi Ma Cao cta t6i duge nhiéu tha
vi — Ong Ly Chi Seng 1a thé cong & Ma
Cao - con mudn ong la cai mdy ham, dé
ghim t6i lai trén doc do bac. Viéc 4y, sau
nay ong Thai-Seng-Long noi, to6i mdi ro.
Hon ntia ho Ly giau c6 vi sy t6 chic va
quén tri nhiing song bac & A Dong, cho
nén hiéu ro hon ai hét vé su tai hai ctia co
bac. Toi da la ngudi ban trung thanh cta
ho Ly trong nhiing lic hiém ngheo, cho
nén ho Ly tu thiy c6 bon phan phai bao
v¢ cho t6i. Cho nén ho ciing khong quan
cong, khong ké cta, cho 6ng Ly Chi Seng
theo t6i d€ khuyén ngan tdi trong ldc toi
dang giat tri. Pay la nang Chéau Long tan
thai, toi la Luu Binh, ma ho Ly la Duong
Lé.

Nhiing 16i 6ng Ly Chi Seng khong
lam cho t6i cut hing may. B&i nhiing
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guong d6 v6 vé cd bac nhan nhén ra
do, nhung nao da ngan nglia dugc may
ai. Tuy thé, nhung chung ciing lam cho
toi ngam nghi, nhung khong phai ngam
nghi vé két qua tai hai ctia c6 bac:

~ Ong néi thé nghia la dédnh bac 1a
mot cuQc tu ti dan han, ma song bac
thi gian 1an d€ c6 rat ngan thoi gian cta
nhiing cudc tu td ay.

Ong Ly Chi Seng cii ngay:

— Khong, khong. Nhiing song bac
16n khong c6 gian bac lan, nhung ciing
qua co gian bac lan - Tién ho va nhiing
cach to0 chtic cac 16i danh bac lau dan
khién ho dugc modt cach chic chan. Tién
hoé & cac song 16n tuy ldy rat it, nhung
tiéng nao ho cling dugc. Trong mot ngay
bao nhiéu la ngudi choi, bao nhiéu la
tiéng bac. Song bac la nhiing con kién,
ma ngudi choi bac 1a miéng dudng. Tuy
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né gdm nham ti mdt, nhung c6 miéng
duong nao réi ma khong tan. Ong thi
xem nhiing ngudi da choi bac, rat cho
dén ky cung, c6 ngudi nao la khong thua.
Khong, song bac to khong gian lan. Tién
ho va nhiing 16i ddnh bac du la nhiing
su boc 10t cong khai roéi. Thia stc giét
nguoi roi.

— Dung nhu thé.

— Nhung trong 20 nam lam ho ly
& day, toi cing da cd hai lan gian lan.
Nhung d6 la nhiing truéng hop han htu.
Cac 0ng quan phiét, cac 6ng ay cudp boc
ctia dan den thiéu chi 1a tién, toi gi ma
chang cuép lai.

— Troi chay chu?

— Chung t6i ma dinh tdm gian lan thi
hoa ching chi c6 trdi mdéi bi€t. Nhung
chuyén doi, cu ¢ hai nguoi thi bi mat
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nao chdéng chay rdi ciing bai 16, bai 16
tu trong chuing toi ma bai 10 ra. Vi thé
song bac ho mudn lam &n lau dai nén
khong lam day thoi. Chi thinh thodng,
nhung toan la nhiing v6 16n ca. That ra
thi thuong ngay, song bac da 1a mot t6
chtic cudp boc cong khai roi.

ROi 6ng chi nhiing tén an may dang
lang thang chung quanh khu nha Tai-
seng.

— Day tién sinh nhin, toan la nhiing
ngudi da bi song bac boc 10t sach sanh
sanh, boc 16t cad dén cai hanh dién lam
nguoi, chi con dé cho ho doc mdt cai
quyén di an xin. Song bac da du ho dén
cai chd cung d6 nhat cta kiép ngudi la
lam ngudi ma khong con dam biét xdu hd
ntia, hay néu con thi ciing phai c6 quén
di. Song bac da cudp di cua ho bong hoa
thom nhat, cdi tia sdng nhat cua su song
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l1a danh du con ngudi. Thiéu bong hoa
thom ay, mat cdi tia sdng do, ngay thang
lam gi con y nghia, cudc ddi con bao gis
1én huong. Nhiing con ngudi khong con
la con ngudi niia &y dm anh song bac nhu
nhting cdi bong ma, ay thé ma nguoi ta
van cti dam dau vao, nao co ai chiu tinh
ngé dau! Thi ra & doi, nhiing ké “tinh
nguyén” lam ma do6i ma khat van khong
thiéu.

Roi viia di, Ly Chi Seng tién sinh viia
1&m bdm cai 16i nguyén kinh khiép cua
su song:

«An may 13 ai?

An may 1 ta?

DPo6i com, rach do.

Hoa ra an may!»

Toi cudi:
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— Thi tai ho khong chiu lam viéc, chud
nao ai bat ho phai di &n may?

Ly tién sinh ngtling lai, quac hai mat:

— Cdi ma tdi sg & cd bac khong phai
su khuynh gia bai san, ma la da pha di &
trong long ngudi cai hung tha lam viéc.
Thua mét luc bac nghin, dugc mot luc
bac van, ai ma con muon lam viéc ky khu
hang ngay d€ kiém tling dong nifa. Ay
thé la nham mat xu6i tay, méac cho nhiing
can dung cta sy song dat di. Nhiing ké
con c6 mot chut khi phach thi ty t, ma
nhiing ké uon hen thi di an cap, di an
xin, dilam du tht, mién 1a khong phai cai
thu [am viéc cta nhiing con ngudi luong
thién n6 budc ngudi ta phai d6 mo hoi
va dé ngay gid vao do. Trong cai doan dn
may nay, co hai hang: m¢t hang da vinh
vién mat hét luong tdm lam nguoi; vinh
vién sOng v6i nghé dn xin. Va mot hang
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thi thua hét, khong cdé nha ctia ¢ dat nay,
cung qud, phai tam lam nghé dé dé€ song.

— Toan la nhiing ngudi 6 phuong xa
dén.

— Phdi r6i. Luc ho mdéi dén day, ai
cling sang trong va san tién lam. That cé
ke c6 bac triéu. Ay thé ma chi trong mot
thoi gian ngan 1a song bac 16t hét, 16t ca
dén cdi luong tam cta ho 1ot di. Tién
sinh ct nhin vé mit va dang dap ctia ho
thi phan biét ngay dugc ho la hang nao.
Mot dang thi luc xin con ngugng nghiu,
e then, con mot dang thi mat da tro nhu
nhiing con bai cl, va nhan nhu nhiting

hon dé.
Noi dén day, tién sinh bat 1én cudi:

— Nhung ma ho da thanh nhiing 6ng
thay xem tudng dai tai, Tran Poan, Quy
Coc con kém xa. Ho danh hoi nhiing tay
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dugc bac gioi hon cho san danh hoi cay
cdo. Nhiing ngudi & trong song bac di
ra, nhin moét céi, ho nhéan biét ngay la ai
dugc ai thua. Thay ai dugc 1a ho lao ngay
dén chia tay, va ndi nhiing cdu ma chi cé
nhiing nguoi chua tiing hiéu co bacla g,
md&i nham mat ma di qua dugc, chu con
nhu ai da danh bac thi thé nao cting phai
ném vao cai ban tay da chia ra dy chang it
thi nhiéu. Thudng c6 khi vé dugc nhiing
mon rat ba.

— Thi thot nhién dugc nam bay van,
cho di moét vai chuc, nghia gi.

— Mot vai chuc thé nao? Cé ké hung
cho hang nghin. Cdi 16i an xin cau may
nhu thé cin ggan nhu la mot cudc co
bac. Bon chuyén nghiép thi khong bi tén
bao gid, chi bon mdi ra xin thi c6 khi vo
vao nhiing 6ng bi thua khong con mot
xu dinh tui.
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O day, c6 nhiing tay ¢6 cyu, da tiing
dn xin & cua song nay hang chuc nam.
Song bac dung lén tai Ma Cao nay hang
gan mot trdm ndm, thi § nhiing 1€ dudng
kia, tién sinh tht tinh xem da xay ra bao
nhiéu la tham kich.

Toanha “Tai-Seng” da t6 chiic thanh
mot thé gidi lac nao ciing vui vé - thi
danh la d6i v6i nhiing nguoi trong tui
con tién - khién cho nguoi ta khong can
phai budc chian xudng dudng ma ciing
tim thay da cdc thu thu vi. Ca 6 trén do
khong thoi, ciing ¢ thé c6 chd tiéu hét
bac triéu, va song hét ngay nay qua thang
khac mot cach rat dé vuong.

That la da ca. Hang én, hang cao lau,
hang tap hoa, buong chép bong, nha
nhay dam, rap hat, b€ tam, sin quan
v.v... Tham chi ¢6 ca phong luat su dé ai
cd cong viéc kién cdo ciing khong phai
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di dau. Han la nhiing gai choi thi phai
nhan nhén nhu ring roi.

G day, dong tién lam chua té, dong
tién van nang. Dong tién “x014” v chiing,
dong tién lam cho ngudi ta 1én tién, ma
dong tién cling dim ngudi ta xudng dat.

Ngai vlia ¢ trong phong xi di ra thi
nay, da c6 nhiing c6 tré mang, &n mac
cuc ky lich sy, sa ngay dén quy xuong,
lay nhiing chiéc khan trang bong chui
doi giay dé cho doi giay ctia quy ngai
lic nao cliing bong 16n, khong sg da vao
trong d6 ma bi nhép nhdp vi nudc giai
ban vao. Chang qua cdc c6 lam nhu thé
dé€ ngai phai ném it nhat [a mudsi dong ra
goi la... dén cong khé nhoc.

Ngai ding & dau, ngai viia rat diéu
thuoc 14 thi da cé nhiing cau, nhiing co6
dn mac rat kéng, s6 dén bat lta 1én. Co
khi ba bon ngudi cung s6 dén mot lugt.
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Cai m1, chiéc 4o ctia ngai that la dugc
nguoi ta san séc hon chinh ngai 1a chu
nhan cua nhiing vat do.

Trong khi ngudi ta hau ha ngai
nhiing viéc vt ay thi 1é tat nhién ngai
la ngudi lich sy, ngai phai moc tuai tién
ra cho ho khong it thi nhiéu ro6i. Chi la
nhiing co héi d€ lam ndy tién “budc boa”
ma ngai khong thé khong thudng cho ho
day thoi.

Cling c6 nhiing 6ng khach rat da, rut
mady lta bat lén trudc, roi mdéi rat thudce
14 ra sau. Nhung cdi s6 dé rat hiém. Boi
da “keo” nhu thé, thi lén day d€ 1am gi?

G day, tuy khong co nhiing luat
ban bé bang muc den gidy trang, bing
nhiing d4u son, nhung & day, c6 nhiing
ludt ma ngudi ta da ngam nhan cdi gia tri
ctia chung. Mot khi budc chan vao day,
khong ai la khong phai theo.
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Vi di tau be bi gio bé lam rit da but
rut, kho chiu véi lai trong bao nhiéu
ngay trac tang, toi bi mét, toi 1én budng
trugc dé tam. Ly tién sinh thi con ban
noi chuyén véi bé ban la nhiing nhan
vién lam & song bac xium dén hdi tham.
Co boi budng céi xong quan do cho toi
va toi sap stia theo ¢6 vao budng tam thi
Ly tién sinh 1én.

Lén dén noi la tién sinh kéu tréi ma
mang tén boi xép trong coi tling thi ba
bang du cac thu tén. Va néu khong c6 toi
vOi va chay ra can thi y da bi tién sinh
bop tai roi.

— Don ngay! Don ngay di budng
khac! May khong biét day la ban cua tao,
va tao cling co lén & day ha?

— Thua tién sinh, qua tinh la toi
khong biét tién sinh 1én. Phong quan ly
& dudi chi goi day néi 1én cho t6i, bao
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phéi chon cdi phong nao rong nhat va
sang nhat. Ma & day khong con buong
nao rdng va sang bang s6 13 nay.

Ly tién sinh con dang trong con ttic
gian:

— Don, don ngay sang budng khac,
khong sang va hep mot ti cing khong
sao! Khong 6 buong nay!

Tién sinh ci dung & ctia buong ma
quat, cht khong budc chan vao trong
buong, hinh nhu tién sinh sg hai ring
gian budng c6 thé d6 1én dau tién sinh
dugc:

— bi, dem hanh ly di mau sang budng
khéc. Lam tién sinh di, ta di sang budng
khac.

Thay thé bat gidc toi nhin lén tran.
Thi tran van y nguyén khong mot vét
ran, nhiing dudng son ké xanh dé vang
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that la an y v6i chiéc long do tua mau
quan luc:

— Gian budng nay dep lam, ha tat
phai don di dau.

Ly tién sinh hodng hot véi tay vao
kéo toi ra:

— Khong! Khong thé & budng nay
dugc! Ta di, ta phai di chd khac!

Tén boi x€p, viia don hanh ly, viia
xin 10i:

— That qua tinh la con khong biét cé
tién sinh 1én &. Phong quan ly khong noéi
gi cho con biét cd. Chu néu con biét c6
tién sinh 1én, doi nao con dam dé€ tién
sinh ¢ day. Cui xin tién sinh tha 16i cho
con.

Ly tién sinh chua hai long, mat van
hdam ham:
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— Pi mau, don di mau. Budng nao
cting dugc, chi khong thé & buong nay.

Toi kinh ngac khong hiéu cai thai
dé la lung ay cta Ly Chi Seng, nhung t6i
cling khong hoi. Toi cho la tién sinh thay
toi doi di choi Ma Cao d€ danh bac, thi
tién sinh kho chiu, tién sinh hiéu sy nguy
hai ctia c6 bac, tién sinh khong muon
cho tdi choi, nén tién sinh lam rac r6i ra
nhu thé.

Nhung khong phai. Khi chung toi da
don sang buong khéc rdi, tién sinh méi
xin 16i toi:

— Chac tién sinh phai lay lam la vé
thai do cua toi. Khi thay tién sinh & budng
sO 13, toi hoang sg chi mudn cho tién
sinh ra khoi ngay, cho nén t6i khong kip
noi rd duyén c6 cho tién sinh nghe. Gian
budng ay cé hudng. Da bao nhiéu nguoi
bi thua bac, rdi chét & day. Cach day ba
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nam, hoi téi con lam & day, ca mot gia
dinh ba ngudi déu tu tu ¢ day. Tiép dén
ngudi thi tu thi ddm dau xuodng bé, that
14 tham khéc qua. Ay chinh vi thdy thé
ma toi thoi lam ho Iy, khong nhiing thoi,
toi lai con rut ca von ra, khong chung
phan véi sang niia. Tu day, toi vé qué, va
toi khuyén tat ca ho hang diing lam nghé
that dtic ay ntia. That 1a cdi nghé, song
bdang mau nguoi va xuong ngudi. ..

— Minh cha lam thi ngudi khdc lam.
Minh chd mé song thi ngudi khac mé.

— Tha dé nguoi khac. Hon hai muoi
ndm & day to6i dd muc kich bao nhiéu la
tham kich, nhung khong c6 1an nao khoc
hai bang lan &y.

Vi toi con muon danh bac, cho nén
toi khong muo6n nghe nhiing tham kich.
Khong phai toi sg, toi cho rang nhu thé



104 | Lé Vin Trwong

thi né xui. Nguoi nao di ddnh bac ma
khong meé tin.

- O, nhitng ngudi ho cay in cay thua
md&i dén noi thé, chid téi danh choi, hé
quai gi.

Ly tién sinh thé dai:

— Ai luc méi danh ma khong bao 1a
danh choi.

Gian buong chung t6i &, va hau hét
nhiing gian phong cua song bac «Tai-
Seng» déu to chtic dé cho con ngudi ta
dugc hudng toan ven nhiing «tran cudi
sudt dém, nhiing cudc vui day thang.
Bao nhiéu nhiing sang ché khoa hoc dé
lam cho su sinh hoat ctia con nguéi dugc
tién 1gi sung sudng thém, déu cé mit &
day. bu ca. Lai toan 1a nhiing thu xa xi
bac nhat. Lai rugu ngon, lai gai dep, la
dan ba hay, hat ngot tat ca nhiing thu
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lam cho sy song thém hao hiing déu chi
s€ nhac mot ngdn tay la c6. Phuong chi
Ly tién sinh lai la ngudi trudc kia da lam
ho 1y va ¢6 chung phan & day thi han la
chung t6i phai dugc nhiing thi gi goi la
hang nhat chu.

Co mdt cdi khodi nhat la chung t6i
cti ndm hat thudc phién nghe hat & trén
sdp ma chung tdi van ci danh bac nhu
thudng. Chung t6i khong phai mat mot
phtt vui nao vao cudc do den, ma cudc
do den déi véi chung toi van cu chay déu.

Ay, chinh vi cich t8 chic nay ma
nhiéu ngudi lac dau that khong mudn
choi bac, thé ma sau lau dan hoa chét vé
cd bac day.

Nhiing c6 dau hat & song bac thi hdn
la phai phung su song bac. Khach dén
choi day, cac ¢6 mdi khach danh mét
tiéng choi. Ngai van cti ndm bén canh
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gai, chi ngai c6 phai budc chan xudng
song dau ma bao ngai ngai. Va biét dau,
cd em moi ngai danh tiéng ay, ngai lai
khong dugc. Dugc cay an, thua cay g6,
roi dan dan, ngai bi ngoam trong ham
con ac quy. Luc ay thi né khong budng
tha ngai niia, ma lac ay thi ngai phai
budGc chan xudng song bac, hoa han doi
ngai vao véi cudc doi den, chti khong thé
ndm trén buong ma danh bac cai 16i tai
tt nhu thé€ dugc niia.

Sudt mot tuan 1€ tdi & Ma Cao, toi chi
danh bac 16i tai t ay va may cho tdi, toi
khong phai ra qua cai ché do, mac dau
c6 mdy lan, t6i budc chin han vao song
dé xem cho biét.

Ca ho Ly, vi thiét tha dén tuong lai
ctia doi toi, cho mot cdi may ham di theo
kém t6i cling cd, ma thanh that ra thi
nhin dén nhiing cung cach ctia song bac,
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toi ty gidc ngd ma ghim minh ciing co.

Nhu t6i da ndi dong tién chada té va
van ning & cho nay. Ma ca ho Ly da cha
tdm dai toi thi han 13 phai long trong.
Phuong chi Ly tién sinh lai 1a thé cong
cta dat Ma Cao.

Cai giudng thudc phién ctia chung
toi dém do co ca «trdm duc», «my nhan
chuc» va «binh phong duc».

Bay gio nghi dén, toi méi biét thé
la da man, la tan nhan, la lam cho con
nguoi thanh con vat — cd ngudi choi va
nguoi la tro choi - chi hoi do thi khong.
Toi lai thay tha, tha lam.

Bay gid thi tdi cho ngudibd dong tién
ra d€ dugc choi nhu thé con tdi 16i hon
la ngudi vi dong tién phai ha minh lam
nhiing tro choi dé muu séng. Va thanh
that khi nghe tin budn ngudi, buén dan
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ba con gdi da bi cam & Trung Hoa, t6i
thay vui nhu ngudi viia dugc mé xong
mot cai nhot.

Trdm duc la nhiing goi thit, thit
ngudi. My nhan chuc la nhiing c6 con
gai dong trinh d€ cho khach gac chan. Va
muoén cho khach vui mat, nguoi ta dan
nhiing c6 gai khéa than thanh hang &
bén giudng khach nam hut thu6c phién
goi la binh phong duc. Than con ngudi
ma lam cdi goi, lam cai binh phong dé
cho thoa thich nhiing ké c6 tién. Lai
nhiing cai goi ay, nhiing cdi binh phong
ay khong dugc noi. Khach héi chuyén
cling phadi im. La gbi co ma, sao lai ndi.
Néi thi roi khi khach vé khoi, thé nao
cling bi 16i thoi v6i mu cht. Cac c6 da bi
ban «qua phong tti» cho mu chu thi thin
cac cd la ¢ trong tay mu cht roi. Cac co la
nhting no 1¢, mu cht cé tat cd moi quyén



Ngirng dong tién siét mdu | 109

doi véi cac o, ma cac co thi khong co
mot quyeén gi ca.

Lo6i choi that da cau ky: ngudi ta tim
ra du cach phung su thu tinh, dé «lam
tién» mot cach mau nhiém.

Trong khi ngudi ta ban cac khoi thit
cac c6 cho khach, ngudi ta ban ludn ca
cai quyén dugc then ctia con nguoi.

Thoi thi da la than cai gbi, khach
mudn gac lén dau thi gac, giay dap thé
nao cing khong dugc hé rang. Ngudi
ta con noi véi toi Truong Ton Xuong la
moét quan phiét ma ngudi Trung Hoa
ménh danh cho la «thit ché tuéng quan»
— Ho Truong thich an thit ché - ngoai
cai 16i trdm duc, binh phong va my nhan
chic. Truong con thich choi cai 16i 6ng
nhd thit ntta. Mdi khi Truong khac nhé
thi mot c6 con gai phai quy xudng, ha
miéng ra dé don lay nhiing bai dom rai
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ay. Ho Truong bat chudc cai 16i cua bao
chtia Tan Thay Hoang, cho rang nhiing
thi gi thanh thé ma tiét ra thi 1a nhiing
vat bau khong thé dé€ roi & dat cho bat
cl ai cling cd thé giam 1én dugc. Ngudi
dugc cat [am 6ng nhd thit & doi Tan ho
con cho dé la mot vinh du. Cd nghe Ly
tién sinh ké ma toi tdm, tdi rung minh
nghi dén cai khoi 6c cua dua ninh than
nao no6 da nghi ra dugc cach dy dé€ «hot»
chu.

Toibiéty Ly ChiSeng tién sinh khong
thich cho t6i danh bac, nhung dén kinh
dd cd bac ma khong danh bac thi con
c6 nghia gi. Bo 16 cdi co hdi 4y, chac la
roi day, toi phai hoi ti€c mai. Vi lai, toi
cing muodn thu thach véi than may rui
trong luc tdi tin rang cai van tay da dén.
Phai r6i, biét bao nhiéu la ngudi that co
16 van chi vi tin nhu thé. Nhung mic,
bao nhiéu la diém lanh da bao hiéu, t6i
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cl chac rang lan nay thé nao t6i cht ¢
dugc.

Tuy thé, téi van cd thay né Ly tién
sinh 13 ngudi, chdng nhiing quy t6i ma
lai con khuyén toi nhiing diéu rat phai
niia, t6i viing vang mai. Ly tién sinh hiéu
y:

- Ong d4nh choi di mot tiéng.

Su hiéu y 4y khién tdi lai cang né:

— 'Thoi, ta danh vai tiéng choi cho
biét. Néu may thi goi la g6 tién s& phi.
Tién sinh tinh xem chung minh & choi
mot tuan thi xai phong do bao nhiéu?

— It thi cling phai tién van.

— Thi ta ddnh han mdt tiéng mot van.
Néu dugc thi thoi.

Ly tién sinh cudi mot cdi cudi héo
qua:
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— L& thua thi sao? Thoi, tién sinh hay
danh mot tiéng ndm nghin chu.

Toi danh nam nghin. M6t c6 em goi
day ndi xuong song va bién ti€ng bac
toi danh vao mot cudn s6, bién ca gid
phut va dua t6i ky. Co khong hoi t6i tién
coc, ma luc ay, vi say rugu qua, toi cling

khong nghi téi.

TIéng ay t6i dugc. Nam phut sau thi
c6 ngudi dem so tién dugc lén cho toi.
Co6 em ky nhén va giao so tién d6 cho
toi. Luc ay to6i mdi nghi ra:

— Chac c6 mit Ly tién sinh & day
la... mot ddm bado chic chan, cho nén co
nay mdi khong budc toi phai dat coc tién
trudc.

Quay sang c6 em:

— Thé cb khong bat t6i dit tién coc,
néu thua t6i khong cé tién tra thi sao?
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CoO em cu0i tim tim:
— Ching em dau ddm vo 1€ nhu thé.

Ly tién sinh dang ndm ng6i nhém

day:

— C6 phai vi t6i dau. Co bac sat
xuong, co tinh nghia va thé dién gi. Néu
ngudi ta xét thay té6i khong co tién thi du
toi danh mdt dong, ho cling cu bat toi
dét tién coc nhu thudng.

— Thé tai 1am sao c6 4y khong bat t6i
dét tién coc? Hay co ay quén.

Ly tién sinh lac dau:

— Céc c6 em day déu da dugc huan
luyén chu ddo dé tiép khach danh bac,
thi quén thé nao dugc. L& quén mot cai
thi chinh ho phai dén. Ma néu cé quén,
thi ngudi ho ly ngoi & day noéi ciing da
nhac. C6 4y khong bat tién sinh dat tién
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cOG, bdi cO ay biét tién sinh co tién.

— Sao co ay biét tdi cd tién? Nam

nghin khong phai nho.

— Song bac & day von to 1am, khong
biét triéu nao ma ké. Su t6 chiic cta ho
c6 1é chi phoi khap ca Vién Dong. Néi ti
mi thi khong biét thé nao cho cung. Luc
nay, luc ching ta & trén tau xudng, nhan
vién Thuong Chanh ho khdm ky ching
ta nhu thé, ching ta c6 bao nhiéu tién
trong ngudi ma ho khong biét.

- A, thé ra y d3 b4o cho song biét s&
téin & trong tui chung ta.

— Dung thé. Bao nhiéu ngudi lén bén
dé danh bac, ai c6 bao nhiéu tién, song
da biét gan hét.

— Thé ng6 nhu t6i mua ngan phiéu...

— Thi da c¢6 nha bang bao. Vi ho biét
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nhu thé, cho nén ho mdi lich sy khong
hoi tién coc trong nhiing tiéng bac nho
ma ho chic rang ngudi ta c6 thé tra.

_ Thé thi khiép that.

— Thé da tham vao déau. Toi cd thé
n6éi mot ngudi ti Thuong Hai, Han
Khiu, Hong Kong hay & Bac Kinh vtia
dinh 1én day danh bac, song bac da biét
trudc roi. Ho c6 nhan vién & khap cac
kinh do, va cac thi thanh 16n, va thudng
1a ¢6 ¢6 phan trong tit ca cac khach san
to. O moi nai, bang du moi cach, ho du
nhting tay giau c6 vé day danh bac. Va ta
con c6 thé ndi, nhiéu gia dinh giau sang
& cai dat nay song vé su lam moi cho co
bac.

Nhung lam moi... mot cach rat
thugng luu. Ngudi bi moi chod cé khi hét
nghiép roi ma khong biét.
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— Thé thi nguy hiém qua.

— Thi han la nguy hiém. D4y, nim
nao c6 mot tay t6i chu & Phuc Kién dén
day. Ong ta khong thich ddnh bac. Ong
ta cé quen mét ngudi ban c6 may co con
gdi. Chinh may c6 con gdi 4y tim cach ru
dugc ong ta dén day. Trudc con bé, sau
to, sau vi tai chu kia thua hang tram van.
Ma cting khong biét. Nhiing t6 chiic nhu
thé, han 13 phai tén tién, ma s6 tién 4y
han 1a cht song khong bo ra & tui dé vat
khong di nhu thé cho vui long ngudi.

— Thi hén 13 ho phai trat trén lung
con bac. Nhung ciing 1 tai ching ta mau
me.

— Nhung néu khong cé song bac.
Nhiing ngudi ho di nghé c6 bac thi toi
khong noéi. Nhung c6 lam ngudi luong
thién xua nay khong hiéu c6 bac la gi,
ma dén day choi, roi thi bi chét nhuc nha
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¢ day. Nhu cdi gia dinh dén & gian phong
s0 13 bén kia.

Noi dén day, co ho nhu nhiing ky
niém ci lai lam cho Ly tién sinh xtc

dong.

- O, gi4 hoi 4y, ong ta c6 mot ngudi
ban da hiéu biét ma ngin Ong ta thi cé
phai bao nhiéu sau tham da tranh dugc.
Ma bon ngudi khong ib5 chét mot cach
oan udng. Hoi 4y, du ludn da mot phen
chdn dong, song bac da vang han di. Bay
gio cu di qua phong s6 13 1a t6i s6n gai
Oc. Toi tudng chiing nhu nhiing con
nguoi xau so6 ay viia mdi chét hom qua,
hom kia thoi.

Roi quay sang hdéi mot ¢6 luc dy dang
got lé:

— Hoi vi tai chtt Van Ky & Han Khiu
tu tl, co em da cé & day chua nhi?
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Co6 em dang got lé duing tay:

— Co, nhung t6i chua dugc vao lam
han & day. Thinh thoéng toi chi méi dén
hat thoi. Toi nghiép qua, luc ngudi con
gai chét, thi chung tdi cling co di dua.
Lac ay thi c6 ta cling 1a ... chd chi em
vG6i chung toi roi. Toi chua thay cdi tham
hoa c& bac nao kinh khiép dén thé.

— Thiéu gi. Nhung ta khong thay ro6
day thai.

Roi tién sinh nhin vé€ phia toi:

— Cho nén ngudi ta khong biét sg.
Toi tudng gid ai ma biét chuyén ay thi
khong bao gio ddm danh bac niia.

Thay t6i van 1dng thinh, tién sinh lai
noi tiép:

— Chinh t6i thoi cdi nghé ho ly, ciing
vi chuyén ay. Cdi nghé no that dtic qua,
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cai nghé sdng v€ xuong mau con ngudi
ta. Mot vi thién kim tiéu thu dep nhu
mot bong hoa, chi vi ngudi cha ngu dai,
dam dau vao song bac ma dén nodi nhu
thé thi ai ma khong phai dut rudt.

To6i hiéu Ly tién sinh muon ké chuyén
dé cho t6i nghe d€ rin toi, nhung téi cho
rang s6 t6i dang trong lic may thi khinao
toi chiu nghe dé thoi danh bac. S6 t6i may,
nhung khéng may vi dugc ma may & cho
cau chuyén t6i khong muodn biét ma cd
phai biét. Cai may dén véi doi to6i khong
di qua ctia than den do ma né hién dén
trong cai 16c hai hung ctia nhiing dong
tién si€t mau chung dang quay tit chung
quanh bon mang con ngudi. Nhiing con
ngudi rat thuong yéu nhau, vi thuong
yéu nhau ma khong thé song sau cai chét
ctia nhau. Nhiing con ngudi luong thién,
giau tinh cdm, ddng dugc song mot cude
ddi yén vui ma phai chét mot cach tham
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thuong & dong dat nudc ngudi, chivi co
moét ngudi da khong hiéu rang: ¢ bac
la mdt cam bay, ma song bac la mot cai
hang hum né khong budng tha cho ai
bao gid, néu minh da yéu dudi dé cho sa
vao do.

Cau chuyén xay ra hai hung qud, dot
ngot qua, tham khoc qua khién cho long
toi phai lanh di khong con ddm nghi dén
su lam giau bang co bac, khong con dam
tin rang c6 mdt van do danh cho ngudi

danh bac.

Bay gi¢ thi tdi hi€u co bac chi danh
cho ta nhiing tan nat vé tdm hon ciing
nhu vé vat chat, ma nhiing ngudi danh
bac trong lic do cling nhu trong lic den
déu la bat hanh ca. Ngudi dugc bac hay
nguoi thua bac cling déu la nhiing ngudi
vO phuc. Ho déu la nhiing ngudi bi thua,
bi mat mat rat nhiéu ma ho khong biét.
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Hay chi dén khi nao da than tan ma dai
mai biét.

Luac Ly tién sinh mudn ké cau chuyén
cho t6i nghe thi chi md&i co6 ba ngudi chét.
Ngudi thu tu dén gitia luc t6i dang muon
lao minh vao song bac dé boc cta trai.

Do la cai may nhat ctia doi t6i la &
cho d6. Sau nay suét doi t6i khong bao
gio danh bac niia cling vi the.

Luc 4y vao khoang mot gio dém,
Ly tién sinh biét rang khong thé can tdi
dugc, nén d€é mac cho téi danh. Toi da
thua hon hai van roi.

— Thua sau tiéng lién roi, den lam,
nghi mot ti da tién sinh a.

Toi dang cay, khong nghe. Tiéng ay
toi danh mot van rudi, tu nghi: “Minh
dugc choi dé nhiing hon ndm van, c6
thua ti€ng nay thi cling con dugc gan hai
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van, can cOc gi, gidy ngudi, nda nguoi.
May qua tiéng ay t6i dugc.

— A, néu t6i nghe tién sinh, c6 phai
mat dn khong?

Ly tién sinh khong biét néi lam sao,
chi chac lugi:

— Cd bac!

Toi lai ddnh mot tiéng nia. Toi lai
dugc. Thé 1a chang nhiing t6i da ga hoa,
toi lai con dugc gan mot van.

~ A, biét ngay la to6i khong thé thua
mal!

Toi viia muon danh mot tiéng niia
thi thot nhién 6 budng s6 13, moét trang
khoc tham thiét n6i 1én.

Ly tién sinh dang nam, chom ngay
day, mat tdi mét. Ma nhiing phi pha mui
cling s¢g run 1én. Chung t6i cung lang tai.
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Thi khong nghe thay gi nia.
Ly tién sinh lay tay vudt mat:

— Nhiing oan hon chic dém nay lai
vé. A-Pan trong coi tling gac nay thuong
noéi véi toi ci nhitng dém mua gié thi lai
nghe thay tiéng khdc & trong cai budng
ay.

Toi hoai nghi:

— Chét thi thai...

Nhung c6 phi pha mui cung dong
thanh:

— That day, tién sinh a! Nhiing ngudsi
bi chét oan, chét udng nhu thé linh
thiéng lam. C6 Wa-Pha lai tré, lai dep
nhu tién thi han la phai thanh tinh. Cau
Wu-Heng cling tré niia.

Toi lac dau:
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— O, néu ho thanh tinh thi ho di bao
oan giut d6 toa nha “Tai-Seng” nay roi.

Toi viia toan danh tiéng niia thi tiéng
khéc lai bat lén rat to. Hinh nhu ngudi ta
da c6 nén ma khong n6i. Nhung chi mot
ti lai im ngay.

Luc ay thi t6i da hoi ron:

— Quai, nghe nhu tiéng ngudi that.

Ly tién sinh mat rau rau:

— Cha ngudi that thi ngudi gia a.

— Hay ¢6 ai dén thué & day?

Mot ¢6 phi pha mui néi ngay:

— Khong, ltc t6i em di qua, ctia van
doéng, da co ai thué dau.

Lan nay tdi toan danh thi Ly tién
sinh cuong quyét can:
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— Nhu thé la cdi diém nd bdo nén
thoi. Thoi tién sinh dung danh nta.
Danh niia thi thua cho ma xem.

T6i n€ Ly tién sinh, nhung t6i ciing
van con mé bac:

— Ta tht xem c6 dung khong nhé. Toi

danh bé xem sao? Tiéng nay ba nghin
thoi.

— Mot nghin chu! Lam tién sinh a.

Thi tiéng ay t6i thua that. Ly tién sinh
mung qua:

— Day, toi da bao ma. bung la ho Vi
linh thiéng bdo hiéu cho chung ta biét
l1a nén thoéi di ma. Théi duge nhu thé la
may roi, ta hay nghi.

Toi nghe. Va dém ay t6i thoi khong
danh nta.

Sang hom sau, luc chung t6i dang
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diém tam thi A-Phdn vio bdo cho ching
toi c6 ba Thap Hitu & budng s6 13 mudn
hoi Ly tién sinh c6 viéc can.

A thi ra hdm qua lic dém khuya, c6
ngudi dén thué budng s6 13. Ma tiéng
khéc dém hom qua 1a ti€éng ngudi, chu
khong phai la tiéng ma. Nhung tai lam
sao ba Thap Htu khoc? Thi nam phut
sau, chung t6i bi€t duyén cé.

Ba Thap Hiiu ndm ay chting gan 60.
Cai phong thai cua ba lam cho chung toi
kinh né ngay. Cang kinh né khi ching
toi bi€t mai dau to 16n cta ba.

— A, thé ra ba 1a me cAu Wu-Heng,
cd rudt c6 Wa-Pha, va la chi vg 6ng Van
Ky.

Ba Thap Htiu nac 1én khoc:

— Vang ching t6i ca gia dinh bi tho
phi gi€t hai, chi con cé hai chi em, vi
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hom 4y, sang dn cudi ngudi chi ho § Han
Khiu ma thodt chét.

Em gai t6i thi vé lam dau ho Vi, lay
ong Van Ky chi c6 moét chdu géi. Toi lay
chong, roi sang My, chong t6i cling da
mat, chi sinh dugc mét chdu trai. Nay tat
ca déu chét hét ¢ day roi, toi chi con tro
troi c6 mot minh thoi.

Ba ndi xong, khoc ngat di. Toi chua
16 dau dudi cau chuyén ra sao, nhung
ct nhin va nghe ba Thap Hiiu, t6i cling
cam thdy rang trong canh ay, khong con
gi lam vgi long cho con ngudi ta bang
nudc mat. Co 1€ Ly tién sinh cling cam
nghi nhu t6i, nén tién sinh cting khong
tim 16i an Gi ngudi xau so.

Cho khi tiéng khoc da hoi diu, Ly
tién sinh md&i On ton:

— Nhiing viéc dau x4t xay ra cho gia
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dinh ba, t6i c6 biét r6. Chinh vi viéc ay
lam cho t6i xao xuyén, ma toi thoi khong
lam nghé ho ly & song bac nay niia. Toi
vé qué toi lam dn. Nay t6i 1én day la dua
ngudi ban di choi thoi. Néu c6 viéc gi ba
can dén toi, toi xin hét stc giup, khong
tti nan mot diéu gi. Nhung tai lam sao
ba lai thué gian phong s6 13 ay? Tat ca
nhting ngudi than cua ba déu chét 6 gian
budng ay day.

— Théo nao, dém qua, t6i cti nhu
ngudi... thé nao ay. Nao toi co biét gi.
Tau cép bén thi da khuya lam. Toi dén
day thué budng thi ngudi ta dua to6i 1én
day.

— Thé ra tiéng khéc dém qua toi nghe
la tiéng ba...

— Vang, t6i khong muon khéc ma
ct phai khoc. Long téi khé qua, khong
tai nao ma nén dugc. Toi hoi ngudi boi



Ngirng dong tién siét mdu | 129

budng thi y ndi cho tdi biét 6ng la ngudi
tot va hoi do, dng & day, 6ng cling co
trong nom h¢. T6i muon 6ng chi cho t6i
biét m6 ma clia ngudi nha chung t6i dé
chung tbi cai tang va xay dap ché tu té,
chu ti nay dat khach qué ngudi. ..

Cham dén ndi thuong tam, ba Thap
Hiiu lai khoc.

— Diéu &y, t6i cd thé giup ba. Chinh
toi da quyén tién anh em d€ chon cat tat
ca tu té. Luc cau Wu-Heng sang dén day,
cdu cling cé nhd toi giup. Toi cling da chi
duodng vé 16i cho cdu. Nhung s6 tién ban
cho mu dau nhiing hon hai van, ma lac
ay thi cau khong san co.

— Chau 6 viét thu vé bao t6i xoay,
nhung t6i chua chay du d€ gtii sang thi
da dugc tin chang lanh réi. Tu ldc bé, chi
em t6i nghi ho hang cha con ai, da dinh
cho ching n6 lay nhau, 6ng Van Ky ciing
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bang long. Toi da cho chau sang & véi
chu chdu bon nam nam. Khi cha n6 6m
& MY, t6i méi viét thu cho no vé. Tai chi
ban khoan khong hiéu tai sao chung né
lai ty t& ma khong cho toi gui tién sang
dé chudc em no ra.

Ly tién sinh ngdp ngting mot gidy dé
lua 1oi:

— Cai canh no éole qua. Co 1é c6 Wa-
Pha nghi cuc than va xdu hé ma khong
muodn song niia. Con cau Wu-Heng sau
khi thay co6 chét thi ciing that vong vi
thuong c6 bi chét oan.

Muoén hiéu r6 cau chuyén nay va
nhting chi tiét né da dua dén tan tham
kich, chtng ta phéi hiéu cdi xa héi Trung
Hoa hoi do.

Ho6i do, cai nan quan phiét, nan tho
phi cing v6i nan bu6én ngudi, nan doi
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lam cho nguoi dan Trung Hoa nhu song
trong chao dau soi.

Ho hang nha ba Thap Httu bi giét hét
& qué nha bai tay thd phi. Hai chi em vi
1én Han Khiu dn cudi ngudi chi ho ma
dugc thodt. Ba Thap Hiiu lay chong roi
theo chong sang My lam an.

Nguoi em thi lay 6ng Van Ky. Ba Van
Ky viia dep, viia nét na, nén dugc chong
thuong yéu vo cung. Hai vg chong hiém
hoi, chi sinh dugc mét mun con gai.
Theo phong tuc bén Trung Hoa, nhiing
ngudi nha gidu 14y niam, 1dy bay. Ay thé
ma ong Van Ky khong cd con trai, 6ng
ciing khong lay vg 1é thi du hiéu 6ng
thuong yéu vg con dén thé nao.

Nam con gdi dng la c6 Wa—Pha muoi
sau thi ba Van Ky bi bénh chét. Ong Van
Ky thuong x6t tudng chiing cé thé chét
theo dugc. Ong ciing khong nghi dén sy
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tuc huyén d€ mong c6 con trai néi doi
tong dudng; bao nhiéu tinh yéu vg, dng
trat cd vao tinh thuong con gai. Ho hang
da khong c6 ai ¢ Han Khdu, gia dinh lai
quanh hiu chi c6 bo vé6i con, 6ng bén
nghi dén sy dem con sang My dé & véi
ba Thap Hitu cho vui vé. S& di, 6ng nghi
nhu thé, mot la vi & Han Kh4u, su song
khong chac chan, khong biét ciac Ong
tuéng quan danh nhau cudp tinh lac nao,
hai la 6ng da hia ga con gai 6ng cho cau
Wu-Heng la con trai ba Thap Htiu. Hai
tré rat thuong yéu nhau. Cau Wu-Heng
da & v6i Ong trong bon ndm, mai tGi khi
dugc tin 6ng Thap Hiu chét, méi tré vé
My. Ba Thap Htiu khong giau, nhung dat
nudc My 1a noi ngudi ta c6 thé sdng chac
chan yén 6n, chi khong sg bi bat coc hay
bi nhiing tai nan bat ngd gay ra béi nan
quan phiét nhu & Han Khiu.

Khi 6ng Van Ky ngoé cdi y ay cho con
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gai thi co0 Wa-Pha mung r6:

— A, théla tlt nay da c6 gia trong nom
cho con, trong nom cho ca pa niia.

CO sung sudéng nghi dén y trung
nhan, vui suéng nghi dén ba Thap Hiiu,
va cai doi song tot dep & My ma cau Wu-
Heng thudng ta cho c6 nghe.

Ong Van Ky mudn cho con gdi chéng
thanh gia that, vi 6ng biét ciu Wu-Heng
c6 thé dem hanh phuc dén cho doi con
gdi ong, nén Ong thuc hanh ngay cdi y
dinh ay.

Ong bén hét gia sdn dugc hon bén
tram van, roi hai cha con dem nhau di.

L& mdt chuyén tau!

Tat ca tham hoa xay ra chi vi 16 mét
chuyén tau.

Chuyén tau tti Han Khau di Ma Cao,
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ra t6i bé thi gap bao, chdim méit mot ngay.

Vi thé khi chiéc Nam Wa cap bén Ma
Cao thi chiéc The California vitia nh6 neo
di sang My. Hai chiéc gap nhau 6 gitia bé
ruc coi chao nhau.

Tiéng coi bdo hiéu ctia s6 ménh.

Ong Van Ky da du dinh rat ky cang
trong cdi chuong trinh xuat duong,
nhung 6ng khong du tinh dugc dén tran
bio 4y. Ong dd hoi rd cic ngay gid tau
chay, ong dinh khi chi€éc Nam-Wa cap
bén la 6ng 1én ngay tau The California.

Ai ngd6! Chiéc The California di roi,
mudi bon ngay nita méi lai cé chuyén
tau khac sang My.

Cai khong may cho 6ng la ong lai
vao tro ¢ nha «Tai-Seng», mot noi viia la
khach san, viia la song bac.
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Goi la khong may cho ong thoi,
nhung that ra nhiing cai khong may nhu
thé 1a mot sy cd y cua song bac.

Tru nhiing ngudi da néi 16 dia chi,
con thi bat ci khach nao & tau xudng,
can phong ngu thi tat ca phu xe cling déu
kéo t&i nha Tai-Seng. Chung n6 dugc an
tién co ma. Ay 1a chua ké t6i nha Tai-
Seng da phat nhiing tay rat thao ra dén
khach tai bén tau.
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Mu(‘ii bon ngay & Ma Cao. Ngudi
ta da khong ban viéc gi, ngudi
ta lai rat san tién, ngudi ta lai luén ludn
dugc nhiing ngudi lam 6 khach san mai
xudng xem song bac. Mdi xuéng xem dé
tiéu khién thoi.

Cai lan dau, 6ng Van Ky dat con gai
xudng xem song bac, o6ng that da khong
ngd tu dem minh va dem con vao cho
chét. Ma nhiing khach danh bac va céac
nhan vién cua khach san, hom ay ciing
khong ngd vi tai chu sang trong va co
thién kim tiéu thu ruc r& nhu thé kia chi
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20 hom sau da héa ra than tan ma dai.

Tu thién dang cho t6i dia nguc, chi
cach nhau cé moét gang tac, mot ngudng
clia, cdi ngudng clia ctia song bac. Cai
gang tac ay, mot khi ngudi ta da budc
qua, thé la ngudi ta da ay, nguoi ta da
bat dau ban hon cho quy, va théi, bao
nhiéu cdi gi goi 1a phai chang, ngudi ta
déu quén di hét, chi dé nghi c6 mot viéc
danh du véi tinh.

Tu phut ay thi dau 6c con ngudi ta
bi than kinh den dé doi chi sbi vao, bao
nhiéu day than kinh déu bi cang dén cai
hu6ng ctia vic tham. Sy dugc, thua sé
thu di nhiing cdi gi goi 1a lanh manh,
sang sudt, chi con dé lai cho ké danh bac
ddc mdt cdi quyén nghi sai, roi nhin léch.

Nhiing tiéng bac lai nhu may n6, don
mai con ngudi ta dén goc tudng, cai goc
tuong cua sy tuyet vong.
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Luc ay thi nhiing cdi gi khong thudc
vé cd bac déu tiéu tan. Tat ca sy sdng soi
ndi, tat ca vi ddi, tat cd qua khu, va tuong
lai déu thu vao céi dién tich nho hep hon
«dé» dang quay, hay cay bai sap lat. Vg,
con, cha, me, anh, em, giau, ngheo, song,
chét va tat cd moi cai thudc vé cta doi
ngudi déu khong con 6 trong tri ¢ ngudi
ta ntia. Than Pen, D6 da danh bat di hét.
Hién tai chi con la mot cai chép mat, cai
chép mat ctia dong tién sip ngiia, né kéo
nguoi ta 1én thién dudng hay dap ngudi
ta xuong dia nguc.

Hy vong bac ngan nhu mét dan muodi
doéi chiém lay ngudi danh bac, con sa vao
mat, con bau trén moi, con vo lay tay,
con lao xuéng chan d€ réi con mat, lan
moi, ban tay, ngoéon chan déu «nhoi» 1én
cung mot lic cdi tiéng long muon thud
clla ngudi mau mé: «nay toéi dugc!». DE
rdi chét 1ldng ca di trong mot cai thd hat
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ra nd cling chdng cin phdi thdt ra thanh
tiéng ma cling da noi lén cac thu tiéng
cta that vong «thoi thua roil» Hoi thanh
la 6 phap trudng vang doi doi véi ké td
tu thé nao thi nhiing tiéng ay doi véi ké
thua tiéng bac cling nhu thé. Co khac la
ké thua bac tu minh ru lén, va chi mé6t
minh minh nghe tiéng.

Cai n6 lam cho su danh bac thanh
ra sOi ndi doi véi ngudi danh bac la hy
vong di lién ngay vdéi that vong; va qua
cai khac thit vong 4y, tiéng bac sau lai
lap tdc lam cho ho hy vong chua chan.

Khong c6 6 dau, nhiing cdm gidc cuc
ky trai nguoc lai soi suc trong con nguoi
bang nhiing d6i thay mau chdéng nhu
thé. Vi thé, trong bai bac, ké mau mé
nhu bi nung, bi ndu béi ban tay ctia than
Den Do6. Nhiing tiéng rit «nay t6i dugc!»
nhiing tiéng ru «thdi thua réi» nhu cat,



Ngirng dong tién siét mdu | 141

nhu thdi ngudi danh bac ra tiing manh
theo nhip nhat, khoan cua nhiing tiéng
bac d6i hoi. D6 la nhiing tiéng sét, nhiing
tiéng sam chung chiém doat ca tam hon,
va lam cho ngudi ta thanh la lap, thanh
mé sang, chi con biét cam c6 chay theo
nhiing cdm xuc moét chi€u, nhung cai
chiéu né méi ghé ron va sang khodi lam
sao. Cang ghé rgn, cang sang khodi... thi
nguoi ta lai cang cam c¢6 lao dau vao.

Budc chan vao song bac la ngudi ta
mac ngay phai cdi «bénh ctia nha bac»
no hanh cho lac thi médt doé bung buing,
lac tai nhgt nhu ga cat tiét dé roi khong
rét ma run, khong nuc ma toat mo hoi,
va kéu khong ra hoi, va rén khong thanh
tiéng.

Long rugt nhiing con ngudi mau
mé la mot thé giéi ma nhiing binh minh
day di lién ngay v6i nhiing hoang hon
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bao dat. Nang he lan vao véi gié dong,
mua xudn ngay ddy ma mua thu ciing
ngay day. Nhiing thé giéi ma chum vao
gay thanh mot v tru: v tru clia song
bac. Cadi vii tru &y & trong mot tup xiéu
veo hay trén mat toa lau nguy nga, cling
chi c6 mot ban thé, mot khudn mat, cai
ban thé dién cudng, cai khudén mat ngay
dai. O dau thi cing 1a hinh tugng ctia
tham tan, cua xau x¢é, ma khong khi thi
sdc sua mui mau, mui md héi. Trudc,
sau, bén phai, bén trdi, dau dau ciing da
yém bua mé, ba dot d€ cho «ngon lanh»
nhiing con ngudi dang hup chao la. Roi
thi nhiing cudc sat phat don dan, don
dan ho vao ctia nguc U, d€ ho phai tinh
day trudc con than ngao dang stia nhiing
tiéng stia kinh hon véi sy sg hai cta hai
ban tay trang.

CO6 Wa-Phd budc chan vao trong
song thay hoi ngudi xong 1én thi dling
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ngay lai, rat chi€éc mui xoa thom phtc
dua 1én mi:

— Con kho chiu qua, pa a! Cha vao
xem nia pa a!

Tiéng oanh lam cho may ngudi gan
day quay lai, r6i, cdm phuc trudc cai sac
dep 16nglay, mot bon ré ra, r6i mot ngudi
noi:

— Déay c6 muon xem thi mdi c6 vao
Xem.

C6 deé dau cau ndi lich sy cua mot
con ngudci biét quy sac dep dém hom ay
lai 1a moOt cdu mao dau cho cai chét ctaa
cO sau nay.

Ong Van Ky chiéu con, va chinh 6ng
cling thay khd chiu da toan quay ra, vi
nghe cau ndi a4y 6ng beén nging lai. Ngu i
cha nao khong kiéu hanh vé cai sac dep
cta con gai minh. Va khong né€ 16i cai
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nguoi da biét ton trong cai sac dep ay. Co
Wa-Pha cling nghi thé, c6 khong muon
lam mich long nhiing con nguoi da vi né
cd, tranh dudng cho c6 di va maoi c6 nhu
thé. Co tién sat vao ban bac. Bon ngudi
mdau mé dn chdo la duong mé man dén
nhu thé, ma da phai don ca mat vao
phia c6. Nhiing cdi nhin ay lam cho ¢6
Wa-Pha sung suéng. TU trudc dén nay;,
cd Wa-Pha toan cam cung & trong nha:
Lan nay dén cho6 déng déo, c6 mdt co hoi
dé nhan thady minh dep, long cb gai tho
ngay rao ruc: Co mudn kéo dai cai phut
sung suéng ay ra mot chut.

— P4, danh di Pa.

Ngudi boi ban dem ngay hai chiéc
ghé ra.

Ong Van Ky danh vai tiéng déu dugc
ca. Dén lac 4y thi that 1a vi thién kim tiéu
thu khong con c6 thé chiu ndi cai hoi
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nguoi sac sya nua:

— Thoi, cha danh niia, pa a! Kho thé
lam pa a!

Noi xong, c6 dung day, 6ng Van Ky
theo con ra, nhung trudc khi ra, dng
khong quén cho ngudi boi da bung ghé

cho con gai 6ng nam muoi dong.
Bon nguoi thay thé xi xao:

— ba dep thé lai giau, sung sudng
that!

Ly tién sinh ké dén déy thé dai:

— Gia canh nha 6ng Van Ky sau nay,
toi gdp cdu Wu-Heng, cdu 4y ké cho toi
nghe mdi r6. Nhung cdi hom dau, ong
Van Ky dua con gdi xuéng xem song bac
thi c6 t6i 6 day. C6 Wa-Pha dep qua, lai
vang ngoc day ngudoi, khién cho tui ho ly
va con bac cti ngay ra ma nhin. Luc 6ng
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ta dat con di roi, bon ho van con tam tic
khen mai: «Cha viia dep, vlia giau sung
suéng that».

Tu day co Wa-Pha khong moét lan
nao xudng song nita, nhung hom sau, thi
ong Van Ky xuéng. Y gia, khong co viéc
gi, ngdi ¢ trén buong thi buon. Trudc con
danh bé, tiéu khién, sau thua cu to dan
mai lén. Va t6i xem ra thi 6ng 1a ngudi
khong quen choi cé bacbao gid, nén cang
thua, cti cang hic mai vao. C6 nhiéu lan,
ong ta da danh t6i nhiing tiéng bac musi
van. Roi thi dén khi cé chuyén tau sang
My, t6i khong thay ong ta di nta. Toi
tinh ra dng chiing trong gan nta thang,
Ong ta da thua dén hon hai tram van. Y
gid ong ta nghi nhu nhiing ngudi mau
mé khdac van thudng nghi: trong ngén ay
ngay da c6 thé thua nhu thé thi cling rat
c6 thé g& dugc nhu thé. Va cha tém khi
g6 hoa thi b6 con dat nhau di. Nhung
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xua nay, ¢ bac chi c6 g vao, chu co6 g6
ra bao gid. TU day thi mdt 6ng cu tai mét
nhu ngudi mat hon, va 6ng ta danh to
qua.

Luc ay, t6i mdi sé bao Ly tién sinh:

— Gid luc ay ma 6ng Van Ky gap mot
nguoi ban sot sang, c6 khuyén 6ng nhu
tién sinh thuong khuyén t6i thi cé 1€
khong dén ndi kha.

— Tién sinh la hang ngudi khac. Ma
ong Van Ky la mdét hang ngudi khac.
Tién sinh la cdi hang ngudi tay trang lap
lay co do, chu 6ng Van Ky la ngudi on
cha nh& me, ¢6 hiéu viéc doi la cai quai
gi dau. Cha me chét di, cai ctia hang san
cd day, ct viéc san nong, san né ma theo.
Ong ta chi c6 hai diém 13 yéu vg va yéu
con gai vo cung.

— Thé ma vi thua bac ban ca con.
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— Lac ay thi ngudi ta c6 la ngudi niia
dau, luc 4y no la ma ro6i. Chinh toéi la
nguoi dugc song cti ra dé€ hoi nha bang
ve sO tién ctia Ong ta gli & day. Co hon
bon tram van thi 6ng ta da lanh ra thua
hét ca roi. Toi do chiing la khi cang thua,
ong ta cang nghi vé tuong lai cua con gai,
ong ta cang nhu dién, cang nong g, cho
nén n6é méi chong hét nhu thé. Hét tién
mdt roi, chac la 6ng &y ndéi déi con gai,
lay hét tu trang ctia cd6 dem ban. Nguoi
hang vang ngoc ndi vdi tdi la ho mua
tat cd bon muoi sdu van. S6 tién ay chi
cd ba ngay la hét sach. Luc ay t6i di qua
buodng thi nghe cé tiéng khéc, va mai khi
toi gap c6 Wa-Pha thi thdy mat c6 luc
nao ciing dé ngdu va gay top han di. Hét
tién roi, khong con 1ay dau ma danh nta.
Toi da thay ba ngay khong c6 mat dng ta
& dudi song. Nhung ngay thu tu thi toi
lai thiy Ong ta xuong. Toi khong thé nao
quén dugc cai vé mdt cia 6ng ta hom ay.
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That khong con biét ta thé nao cho ro.
Toi c6 cai cdm tudng Ong ta nhu ngudi
di chét vay. Long t6i that lai. Cho nén du
1a ho ly ctia song bac ma tdi ¢t cau cho
ong ta dugc. Ong ta ddnh c6 mdy tiéng
thi thua hét. Troi oi! Toi con nhé mai cai
tiéng bac cudi cing. Ong ta ding ngay
ra nhin ban bac cho téi khi nguoi ho ly
da vo hét ca roi, ma ong ta van con dung
ngan ra nhin. Khi tiéng bac sau mé roi,
ong ta mdéi the dai mot tiéng, roi quay
di. Toi tudng chling nhu lac ay, rudt d6ng
ta diit ra. Ay thé 14 ntia gid sau, téi nghe
thay tiéng ngudi on 6n & trén tling gac
thu ba, t6i voi chay lén. Thi ra Ong ta da
nhay tu trén gac xudng 1€ duong dé tu
ti. Ma so tién Ong ta vla thua do la so
tién Ong ta viét giay ban con gai cho mot
mu dau! Trong gidy thi néi cho lam con
nuoi, nhung tién sinh con la gi con nudi
ctia nhiing mu dau.
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- J day, c6 quyén mua ban ngudi
nhu thé?

— Tha ho, chi s¢ khong cd tién. Cai
diéu ndo nung nhat 1a c6 con gai khong
biét viéc minh bi ban nay. Nhung cdi
cach cu xu thi lai khién cho chung to6i
cang cam kich thuong c6. Con ngudi
hiéu thao qua.

— Nhung lam sao ma c6 ay lai khong
biét? Nhu thé thi sao bon mu dau ho
chiu mua.

—Ong conla gi, noindo cd songbacla
c6 di diém, trém cap. Chung quanh song
bac nay, ldc nao cing c6 nhiing quan an
thit ngudi khong gém, ching dang rinh
mo dé chd co hoi. Nén ndi ban con dé
lam di thi d&i nao 6ng Van Ky chiu ban.
Chang du d6 6ng Van Ky néu bang long
dé c6 Wa-Pha lam con nuo6i ching thi
chung cho 6ng vay mot so tién...
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— Nhung chac la trong thAm tdm 6ng
ta cling bi€t chu c6 1é nao...

— Long da nhiing con ngudi mé cd
bac... nhung thoi, 6ng ta da chét rai...
sO tién mu dau hen cho 1a hai van rudi.
Ong ta md&i 14y c6 mot van ridi, con mot
van thi dén t6i, 6ng ta dua con gai dén thi
ho dua not. Hét tién, con gai song bang
gi, au la cho lam con ngudi ta.

— Thi ra nghi dén sy phai dua con gai
lai, 6ng ta thay nhuc nha, dau xo6t qua...

— Ma ty td, toi chac nhiing ngudi mé
bac toan 1a nghi quan. Ong ta hy vong
dem cai sO tién mot van rudi vé danh,
néu dugc thi hoan lai ho, cho ho it 1ai,
va noi khé véi ho rdi cling xong. Nhung
ong ta c6 hiéu diu cd bac...

— Thu nhat cd bac ma khi ngudi ta
lai da vap.
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— Thé trudc khi chét, 6ng ta c6 noi gi
cho con gai biét khong?

— Khong noi gi, ma ciing khong viét
thu dé€ lai, vi thé n6 méi lai cang tham.
Mot bén thi c6 Wa-Phd 6m lay cai xac
dam dia mau me ctia 6ng Van Ky, mét
bén thi bon mu dau sg mat tién, cui chia
cai van ty cua o6ng Van Ky ra...

— Chung ciing khong tinh dén su
ong Van Ky c6 thé ty ti?

— Dbung roi. Chu xua nay, bon do déu
tién trao chdo muc, khong dan ngudsi
lai thi d6i nao chung né dua tién. S& di
chung cho vay d€ dua 6ng Van Ky vao
trong la vi c6 Wa-Phd dep lam, c6 thé
1a mot moi lgi 16n cho ching. Ma chung
tinh ciing khong sai. Nghe dau, chung
ban cai dém dau trinh bach caa c6 cho
mot vi tai chtt 6 Quang Pong dugc hai
van dong.
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— Thé€ nghia la sau c6 Wa-Pha phai
budc long vé véi chung.

— Pung ra, néu c6 ngudi thé luc
cam dau nang dG thi c6 Wa-Pha cé thé
khong vé véi chung ciing dugc. Nhung
khi c6 thay bon mu dau ching hodng 1én
vi s¢ mat tién toi, chung chi cdi xac 6ng
Van Ky ma rua sa thi long ngudi con xuc
dong. Trudc day, chung dua buc vén tu
ctia 6ng Van Ky cho c6 xem, c6 khong
chiu xem, c6 chi khoc. Nhung khi chung
lam nhu thé thi c6 méi cam biic van tu
doc. Va c6 nhéan dung la chit cha c6. Mot
ti tu6i dau, lai tho ngay, lai hiéu thdo nhu
thé. Vi thay thé ma t6i lai cang thuong
x0t cho ¢6. Co nhan no ctia cha, c6 nhan
trd, nhung c6 budc ho bd ra ndt cai so6
bac van lam ma chay cho cha c6 xong, c6
mai chiu vé lam con nuéi ho.

— Nghia la vé lam di ki€ém tién cho
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chung né. Thé thi tui mu dau mung ron
1én ro6i con gi.

— Thi ho chi can c6 thé. Toi vi thay
thé, toi cdm dong, t6i giup dS cod trong
vi¢c ma chay. Luc dua 6ng Van Ky ra
nghia dia, chi tro troi cd mot ¢ ta va toi.

— Thi lam gi con c6 ho hang & dat
khach qué ngudi nay nita. Ong Van Ky
thatla...

Ly tién sinh ngat loi:

— Nhiing ngudi mau mé dai cd bac,
ho con nghi sau xa gi niia. Ngudi ta bat
dau pham téi ac ti khi budc chan vao
song bac co chu. Thiéu gi ngudi da lam
nhting viéc tuong tu nhu 6ng Van Ky da
lam

— Thé tii day c6 Wa-Pha ciing phai
di ti€p khach nhu nhiing em nay.
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— Con lam thé nao dugc, khi than gai
da vao trong tay ho. Cac em nay ciing c6
quen biét c6 ay day. Nhung c6 dy la mén
hang cuc sang phai mat rat nhiéu tién co.
DPa ndi tiéng & ddy mot dao. Nhung trude
khi c6 ay tu td chét thi bon mu dau ciing
da kiém dugc mot moén tién gap may lan
sO vOn chung bo ra roi.

Cai chét cua c6 Wa-Pha xay ra sau
day bay thang. Day la nhiing 16i Ly tién
sinh ndi véi toi.

— Cai tham kich 4y lam s6i n6i du
ludn & day mét dao, roi lau dan ngudi ta
cling quén di. Ma chinh t6i cling quén.
Thi mdt hom céd moét ngudi thanh nién
dén hoi t6i. Trong cau, toi biét ngay la
hang ngudi cé hoc thuc, c6 nhan cach.
Ma that 1a mdt ngau nhién oan trai ciu
ta cling dén tro & buong 13 nhu me cau
ta bay gio.
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— A t6i hiéu, chdu 6ng Van Ky valay
trung nhan ctia c6 Wa-Pha.

— Luc ay t6i chua biét nhu thé. Sau
cdu ta ké ra t6i mdéi hiéu. Lan nay, con
tham thié€t hon lan trudc. Day, téi con
nhé hom cau ta di & phia ngoai kia, trong
thay ngudi vg chua cudi phai ti€p khach
¢ gian chung minh & nay, cdu ta nga ra,
chinh t6i phai vuc cau ta vé budng. Thi
ra cau ta ¢ Chicago dugc tin chu va vg
chua cué6i danh gidy sang ma mai khong
thay sang, cdu ta méi ban tinh véi me 1a
ba Thap Htiu d€ vé Trung Hoa don. Dén
Héan Kh4u, thi ngudi ta néi cho biét da
di Ma Cao. Va hinh nhu cdi tin 6ng Van
Ky chét cling truyén vé dén Han Khau.
Nhung cau ta chi méi biét mang mang
thoi. Dén day, cdu ta hoi, toi ndi ro, cau
ta xdm han mat di. Toi chua tling thdy
mot vé mat nao dau dén nhu thé, that
la lac ay, t6i cling thay dau nhoi vao tan
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ruét. Thi ra hai ngudi da yéu nhau tha
thiét, chi con chd ngay cudi, bay gis thé
la tan v6. Mai mot luc lau, cau ta méGi bao
toi:

— Nha t6i bay gio, chi con c6 mot
minh c6 4y, nay chdng may xdy ra tai nan
nhu thé roi thi ngai c6 nghi cic gi cliu
dugc chang t6i khong?

— Chi ¢6 tién. Nhung c6 tién ma mu
chu vi tat ho da bang long cho chudc. Vi
cd ay hién nay dang la cay vang, cay bac
cua nha ho.

— Tién thi d6 bao nhiéu?

— Trudc kia 6ng Van Ky lay mot van
rudi, lai ma chay ntia, cé 1€ dén hon hai
van.

Cau Wu-Heng thé dai:
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— Néu thé thi t6i khong thé ¢ dugc.
Day t6i chi ¢ ndm sdu nghin.

R6i ngam nghi mot luc:

- Dé toi thu viét gidy vé Chicago
noi véi ma toi chay xem cé dugc khong.
Nhung dugc thi chac la cling con lau.
Bay gio, t6i mudn gdp madt em toi, ngai
tinh c6 cach gi cho chung t6i dugc gap
nhau khong?

Toi thay con ngudi tho ngay qua, toi
ai ngai. T6i mudn noi that ra thi sg cau
ta budn, nhung khong néi that thi khong
con cach nao. Ngudi con gai da lot vao
dé nhu lot vao hang hum roi.

— Cau phdi kin ddo, chti khong ho
biét c6 ngudi nha, ngudi ctia vé day, ho
s¢ tim cdch cho co ay tron, ho sé giti riét
thi khé cho c6 4y. Ma nhu thé thi khong
bao gid cau gap dugc ca. Toi nay, may ra
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thi c6 4y dén day, dé€ cho khi nao dén, toi
sé tim cach mach cho cau.

Cau ta hoi toi thé nay c6 ndo long
khong:

— Thé dén day dé tiép khach a?

Toi khong con biét tra 16i thé nao,
danh noi xubi:

— Thi lam thé€ nao dugc, moét khi da
that thé sa co.

Cau Wu-Heng nghe t6i ndi thé, lai
om mdt khoc. C6 mo diéu t6i nhan thay
va no khién tdi cang thuong hai l1a cau
ta khong mot 161 odn trach 6ng Van Ky,
ca cO Wa-Pha ciing thé. Ho khéc, nhung
ho khong nguyén rta con ngudi da gay
ra ndi tuyét vong cho ho. Ho chi biét ¢
nhd va thuong. That 1a nhiing con ngudi
troi sinh ra d€ hi€éu nhau, dé cung & véi
nhau cho dén no doi man kiép, ai ngd
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chi vi sy 16i 1am trong mot chéc lat ma
tan tanh ca.

Toé1 buc tic:

— Gia ma Ma Cao khong c6 song bac
“Tai-seng” nay?!

— Thi da khong sao ca, ma bay gio thi
ho Vi1 dang liu riu s6ng yén vui véi nhau
& dudi ngon dén hanh phac. Nhung lam
thé nao dugc khi méi 1gi ctia song bac
lam giau cho bao nhiéu con ngudi cé thé
luc, khi né lam phon thinh ca moét cai
thi tran nay. Pua nao dai thi dda ay chét,
ngudi ta bao thé. Mot ho Vi tuyét chung
cht dén mudi ho Vi tuyét chiing, ngudi
ta van c6 thé than nhién nhu khong,
mién la ngudi ta dugc giau sang vé cai
chét ctia ho. Hom cdu Wu-Heng nhin
thay c6 Wa-Pha bi may khach lang choi
dua bdn, cau thuong cam qua, cau ngat
han di. Toi thdy thé dut rudt, mudn tim
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cach cho hai ngudi gdp nhau, nhung sau
toi nghi ky thi toi thiy rang su gdp gb ay
chilam cho c6 Wa-Pha tti cuc thém, va
nhé lai nhiing diéu tham khoc. Tu khi
cd sa vao canh hong lau, mat c6 luc nao
cling buon nhu ngudi chét roi, ai trong
thay cling phai mui long. Mu dau chi lo
cO tu tl, nén di dau cing cho ngudi kem
ri€t. Toi ngd y ay v6i cau Wu-Heng:

— Toi thiét tudng bay gid cau chua co
tién dé€ chudc c6 ay ra thi gdp nhau chi
lam cho ¢6 ay dau dén thém. Trong thay
nguoi nha trong cdi canh ti nhuc nhu
thé... hay cdu cu dé cho... khi nao...

Cau Wu-Heng ngat 16i t6i va ndi
biang mot giong tin tudng:

— Ngai bao dé cho thai gian lam cho
quén di, chd t6i ngay toi co du so tién u?
Khong, khong, t6i biét, khong mot giay
phut nao t6i quén em t6i ca. Ngai cl tim
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cach cho ching t6i gap nhau dé chung
toi noi véi nhau mot vai cau an ui thi du
c6 chét, chung t6i cling ha.

— Khi da chua chudc dugc nhau ra
thi cau noi gi véi cd dy chu?

— Toi s€ nodi cho em toi biét long t6i
yéu thuong no khong vi... mdt c6 gi ma
c6 thé giam di, va n6 cang bi doa day bao
nhiéu, téi cang thuong no6 bay nhiéu. Luc
nao toi cling ton quy n6 nhu hoéi nao né
con trong trang...

Cau Wu-Heng noi dén day xam mat
lai. Cau la mot thanh nién tuidn ta da
hap thu dugc nhiing tu tudng ctia Tay
phuong, khong danh gia ngudi dan ba
theo quan niém c¢6 hu cta chi trinh. Sy
chung thuy cua ciu lam xao xuyén long
toi:

— Toi chi lo c0 Wa-Pha khong biét
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nghi nhu cdu, rdi cd ay trong thay cau,
co ay lai. ..

— Vi thé cho nén t6i mdi phdi can
gdp em tdi d€ ndi ro cho no biét rang chi
6 su kién trinh ctia tam hon 1a dang ké,
con xdc thit khong nghia gi doi véi toi.
Nhu thé, dé€ cho n6 an long cha dgi va hy
vong vé tuong lai. T6i muon noi cho nod
biét rang t6i sé dem ca dai toi dé xay dap
hanh phuc cho n6, va lam cho n6 quén
nhiing chuyén chang may da xdy ra. Chu
¢ trong hoan canh nhu thé nay thi né
khé qua.

— Thé thi chi con mét cach 1a cau...
mai c6 dy dén day dé tiép cau. Ma nhu
thé thi ton tién 1am.

- Do bao nhiéu?

— It nhét cing phai ba b6én nghin.
Cau khong biét bay gid co6 ay la hoa
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khoi dé nhat ¢ day u? Gia tién co ay tiép
khach dat gdp mudi nhiing c6 khéac. Phai
c6 gidy hen trudc, roi ngay nao co ay tiép
cau thi mu chu sé trd 161 cho cau biét. Co
nguoi chd hang thang ma chua t6i lugt
minh. Cdi ti€u st kho cuc cua co 4y cang
lam cho ngudi ta ndo ntic. Mot tai chu &
Quang Dong phai ton phi mat nam van
bac md&i moi cod ay sang choi dugc hai
ngay.

— Thé thi t6i [am sao ma chd dugc!
Ma t6i thi t6i muon dugc gidp ngay. Bdo
cho n¢ biét trudc ngay nao la né dé kho
di ngay ay. Ngai lam phuc c6 giup t6i thi
cai on cao day ay khong bao gid t6i dam
quén. Cho lau nhu thé thi t6i hét tién
mat.

— Toi cting nghi thé. Toi con lo sau
nay, cau c6 du tién vi tat ho da cho chudc.

Mait cdu Wu-Heng quac lén:
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— Néu ma t6i chay dugc dua so tién
thi toi tin rdng t6i chudc dugc. Toi da céd
cach.

T61 vOi vang can:

— Cau nén nhé chung ta & day, chu
khong phai & bén My. G day, c6 rét nhiéu
nhiing thiang thd phi nd san sang thi di
mot mang ngudi néu ngudi ta trd cho
noé vai nghin bac, cht khong ndi nhiéu.
Cau da c6 long tin nha t6i thi t6i ¢d bén
phéan phai khuyén cdu nén cén than va
kin ddo. Néu 10 ra ma mu cha no biét
cau 1a ho hang véi c6 Wa-Ph4 thi chang
nhiing né khong cho co6 ay tiép cau, ma
né lai c6 thé hai cau nita néu no biét cai
y dinh cta cdu muodn chudc co ay ra.

— Néu thé thi ¢ day khong c6 phap
ludt gi niia u?

— C6 chd, ¢6 lam chd, nhung thé luc
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dong tién ctia nhiing con ngudi khon
khéo, 6 bat cu dau, cinglam md am phap
luat dugc. Cau & day chi c6 mot minh,
cht bon mu diu, nha chia ching san cé
mot 1t dang tu chi chd dugc tra tién mot
gia dat la viéc gi ching n6 cing co6 thé
lam. C6 Wa-Pha bay gio la mot moi loi
rat to cho chung n6. Ma khi vi lgi thi cau
da hiéu con ngudi c6 thé [am nhiing gi,
phuong chi lai la d6i véi bon budn thit
nguoi ay. Cau nén tin va nghe toi.

Cau Wu-Heng quy ngay xudéng 6m
chan toi:

— Thoi bay gid cdi tinh ménh t6i &
trong tay ngai, ngai da ro cai tinh cdnh
cta chung t6i, thi xin ngai thuong lay
nhting con ngudi vo toi bi ham oan.

Toi cling cam ddng tia nuGc mat. Toi
kéo cau ta day, roi toi giang giai:
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— T6i thé trén vong linh 6ng Van Ky,
toi sé€ xin hét suc giup cau. Dugc roi, toi
cling c6 ti chut uy tin d6i véi mu Tai-Lay
1a chu ¢6 4y, d€ t6i tim cach cho céu gép,
nhung to6i khuyén cau khi & day thi duing
td y tinh gi. Tudng nod co tai, phuong
chi lai 1a tudng ctia song bac & cdi dat td
chién nay. Nhung t6i hoi so tién chugc,
chiing do bao gio thi ma cau géi sang.

— Toi phai thua that v6i ngai nha to6i
cling ngheo thoi. SO tién &y ma t6i khong
san cd, nhung t6i viét thu vé tran tinh thi
thé nao ma tdi cling hét stic xoay s ban
chac, ciing c6 thé c6 du.

— Nghia 1a phai lau. Thé thi cdu nén
di & chd khac trong khi chg dgi, chi &
day tén lam. To6i c6 mot ngudi ban, dé toi
gui cau lai 6 do, mdt thang ho chi lay it
tién thoi, va cau tranh khong phai nhin
dén nhiing thdm canh, vi thoi thudng cé
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khach m&i co Wa-Pha dén day.

— Nhung t6i xin ngai cho toi gdp mat
da, ro6i thi di dau, toi méi c6 thé di dugc.

— Nhung cdu phai hia véi toi luc gap
nhau dting khoc 16c, va c6 kin ddo dling
dé cho mu cht né ngo vyc.

— Diéu ay t6i xin hua. Nhung t6i chi
lo em t6i no trong thay toi, né cam dong
qua ma khong tu chu dugc thai.

— Dugc roi. D€ t6i sé tim cach bao
trudc cho cb ay biét.

K& dén day, Ly tién sinh lac dau mot
cach buon ba:

— Méi ngay hom qua la mot vi tiéu
thu than nghin vang, ngay hom sau sa
cd vao nghé son phin, thang nao né ¢
dong tién ciing lam dugc chu nhéan 6ng
c4i than thé ctia minh. O d4y, bao nhiéu
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ngudi hdo hic vi sac dep cua co Ay.
Cau Wu-Heng uat 1én:

— Va tht nhat lai 1a moét vi tiéu thu
100 phan tram...

— Pung thé. Ho x6 nhau vao... ho
da ru t6i, nhung toi tu chéi. Cai ndi dau
long ctia con ngudi ta, minh khong né...

T6i nam tay Ly tién sinh:

— Tién sinh that 1a mdt ngudi quan
td, giau luong tam va béc 4.

— T6i hoc dugc nhiing bai hoc luong
thién trong khi t6i lam cdi nghé cd gian
bac lan nay. Va ti day thi téi nghi sau
xa vé cai kiép con ngudi. Toi hi€u gia tri
cta cudc song la & ché6 minh biét dem
dang cho ngudi chut it tinh cdm chan
thanh trong nhiing trudng hgp dang
dan va biét ghim minh trén cai doc cta
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tai loi, khong chiu dé cho thu tinh sai
khién dugc minh. Cai cau “chudc tham
toan nhi gidc sdng” ctia Vuong Boét that
la dung véi toi.

— T6i tudng cai nghé ho ly trong song
bac chilam chim ddm nguoi, thé ma tién
sinh thi trai lai.

- Ay ciing 14 nhd t6i biét nhiém nhit
trong su song va chiu nghe 161 nhiing
ngudi ban tot khuyén can minh. Téi
khong ty ton mot cach qua dang, va bao
gio toi cling biét quy ngudi co duc hon
nguoi co tai.

Toi biét nhiing 16i 4y 1a d€ cho toi:

— Gan tién sinh, mot ngudi xau dén

déau, roi cling phai tu té. Su that thi tién
sinh c6 mot thién luong rat tot.

— C0 1é thé cho nén khi t6i biét rang
viéc toi lam la d€ giup nguoi, ma lac noi
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v6i mu Tai-Lay t6i van thdy nguong
ngugng la sao ay. Mu nghe t6i noéi thi
cudi hé ha...

— Cdi cudi cau tai cua nhiing quan
ban thit.

— bung thé, r6i mu bao t6i: toi biét
thé nao rdi cling cé ngay dai ca chiéu co
dén, cht cha 1é mot ngudi sanh nhu dai
ca lai dé cho mot miéng ngon nhu thé
qua mat ma khong gap hay sao. Nhung
qua tinh la nho tréi dat, than cha phu ho,
khong c6 ngay nao la ngay con bé dugc
ranh roi.

Muén dugc viéc cho Wu-Heng, t6i
phai dung thu doan:

— Nay mu, mu dén day kiém &n, to6i
bi€t mu la ngudi bi€t anh, biét em cho
nén toi da bao quan ly dé dang v6i mu
nhiéu lam ro6i day. Va cé khéch, t6i déu
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sai chung no6 goi mu. Toi tudng du co ay
bidn may, mu ciing phéi tim cach d€ ma
dn miéng, tra miéng vai toi chd. Phuong
chi toi cling tra gia cho mu bang nguoi
ta co ma. Nao mu muon lay bao nhiéu?

— Chi vi da c6 ngudi hen trudc, chu
cd phai toi ddm nghi dén dong tién nhiéu
it. Toi hi€u 1a t6i kiém an & déy, phai nho
va dai ca nhiéu lam. T6i rdt mudén lam
cho vui long dai ca lam.

Toi lam ra bg... nong nay:

— Thai thoi, thién ngoén van ngii bat
qua ho thuc. Toi mai day. Ngoai ra ma
phéi cho, t6i khong con hiing nta dau.
Luc ay, thi c6 dem dang khong to6i, toi
cling hat di. Va t6i oan mu day.

R6i tdi nghiém sac mit:

— Toi noi that. Va toi coi nhu thé la
mu khong biét né toi, mu lon...
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Thay t6i doa, mu sg:

— Nhung t6i mai thi n6 phai di boi
tiéc dén khuya, chua biét chiling nao, e
nguoi ta giti ngu lai.

— Mg, ct 1a toi mai.

— Néu dai ca bang long cho né do
nta dém, khi nao xong tiéc r6i n6 dén.
Toi sé khudc cai cho ngth dém dang kia
di.

— Pugc, khuya mét ti cing dugc,
nhung nhat dinh 1a phai t6i mai.

— Néu dai ca rong lugng cho nhu thé
thi dugc. Nhung dai ca cho né dén ti€p &
déu, va dai ca thuong cho thé nao?

— Mu muén lay bao nhiéu thi lay. Toi
la ngudi khong hay choi, nhung da choi
thi khong ky quan dong tién.

Noi thé roi thi toi lai nghi dén cau
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Wu-Heng bay gi¢ dang khong c6 nhiéu
tién:

— Nhung chac la mu cling khong né
16t da toi.

- O, d4u dam. Thoi ngudi ta thi
nhiéu, nhung dai ca thi em xin ba nghin

day.

— Pugc r6i. Mai mu cho dua c6 ay lai
budng so6 13.

RoOi muon cho chiac chén, toi dua tién
ngay cho mu:

— Nhé dting c6 1am 16 t6i, dé toi phai
mang tiéng v6i ngudi ban day nhé.

Trdi oi ctt nghi dén nhiing cau t6i da
no6i ma dén bay gio toi con nghe san san
ca mdt. To6i cing khong ngo 1a chdng van
dén thé. Toi bao cho Wu-Heng biét roi
dén:
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— Lic c6 @y méi vao thi cau hay tranh
mat di, d€ cho t6i ddn do co6 dy xong, rdi
cau hay vao.

Gan mot gid dém thi c6 Wa-Pha
dén. C6 da bi ngudi ta ép rugu, mdt hoi
dd. Tuy sau thang troi bi chim dam trong
chon vui cudi, nhung c6 van khong bi
lay nhiting thoi xau. Cai phong thai cta
mot vi tiéu thu, mac dau vi bi bd budc,
c6 phai ha minh 1é phép. Trong vé mat
budn tham cta co, long toi se lai.

— Thi méi hém nao than nga ngoc...

— Bay gi¢ da la than con di. Co ay
con dam nghi dau dén diéu ay.

Nhung t6i, t6i van nghi cho c6. Co6
chao t6i, rdi ¢6 xin 16i:

— Mé em noi cho biét 1a ngai chd, em
cling muon lai sém, nhung dén bay gio
tiéc mdi tan, xin ngai tha 16i cho em.
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To6i mai c6 ngodi, rdi toi hoi:
— Cé ai theo c6 day khong?

— Van ¢6 mu vu va con nii ty ma em
cho theo em. Chung né diing & ngoai
clia kia.

Muén gii cho khong 16 bi mat, toi
béo co:

— Khuya r6i, c6 c6 thé cho ho di ngu.
Toi dé tinh 1am, khong bat ai phai hau ha
gi dau.

Co khong hiéuy, tudng la t6i... nong
nay, mat co6 da do lai tng doé thém. Thira
sau thang 1dn 16c¢ trong ca trudng, luong
tdm ngudi con gai 4y van chua chét. Co
van chua quen cai nghé «khép ma». Co
ap ung mai:

— Thoi dugc ci dé ho diy. Ho cd...
can ngu dau.
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Biét 1a Wu-Heng néng rudt toi lai
bao:

— To6i noi that ma.

ROi ciing chang chd ¢6 trd 15i, toi
diing day ra cai then ctia.

Cai ct chi «<ndng ndy» cua toi la cho
cO so hai, nhin t6i, r6i c6 nham mat. Toéi
hiéu y nghia ctia sy nham mat 4y. Do la
mot su danh long cta nhiing ké khong
con ddm nghi dén ngay mai. T6i ngui
ngui:

— T6i c6 mot ngudi ban, 6... bén My
toi khong phai la mét khach lang choi.
To6i moi c6 dén d€ thua véi c6 mot cau
chuyén nha.

Co6 md to mat, ngo ngac khong hiéu.
Toi 6n ton ké rdo dau duoii moi viéc cho
cd nghe. Mdt co tai dan di. Roi t6i khi
Wu-Heng & trong buong tam di ra, c6
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trong thay thi c6 nga guc ngay xuong.
Toi khong dam goi to vi sg cé ngudi biét,
Wu-Heng vlia nuc ndg, viia ghé miéng
vao tan tai goi c6. Chiing ndm phut thi
c6 tinh. M& mat 1a c6 khoc. Wu-Heng
nhu ngay nhu dai cti nam tay c6 va ciing
thut thit khoc theo. Cdi canh hai thanh
nién khoi ngo sinh ra that 1a viia d6i phai
Itra, lai yéu nhau tha thi€t nhu thé nay,
ma chi danh dudt rudt nhin nhau lam
cho long t6i nao lén. Toi biét bay gi¢ bao
nhiéu 16 an @i cling 1a thta, t6i chi ddn
ho phai kin ddo. Roi luc diung day, toi
bao thém Wu-Heng:

— Khoéng lac nao bang luc nay, cau
can phai can dam. Néu ma 16 ra mot ti,
mu cht n6 biét, thi nd sé giam c¢6 ay lai
khong cho dén day ntia. Va rat c6 thé, né
lam nguy khon cdu. Dang nao nhiing sy
da xdy ra cling xay ra roi, khong gé lai
dugc niia. Hai em phai nghi dén tuong
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lai ma c6 dan long xuéng. Ché ma cac
em goi tién sang day, roi anh sé liéu cach
cho cidc em. Néu phong thanh tiét 10 ra
ngoai, mu chu rit c6 thé dua em di tinh
khac thi khong con biét dau ma tim na.
Ching né c6 ctia hang ¢ khap cac do thi,
va tht ha ching né dong lam, ching né
rit c6 thé ha doc tha d6i véi cic em. O
day, moi ngudi biét r6 qua khd ctia em,
ho con 4i ngai ma td té, chu di tinh khac
thi em khong hy vong dugc doi dai nhu &
day dau. Tuong lai, cdc em nén suy nghi
dén tuong lai. Va cac em c6 thé tin anh
sé hét stic gitp dé cho cic em lai dugc
doan tu.

Thanh that thi lac ay, t6i coi ho nhu
anh em cua tdi, va doi v6i ho, toi cling cé
cai tinh tay dut rudt x4t that.

— Diéu 4y thi t6i hi€u lam. Vi toi da
song nhiing phat nhu thé, va tdi cling
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da dugc ngudi ta doi véi toi nhiing phut
nhu thé.

ROi cdm dong vé su ho Ly sai 6ng
Ly Chi Seng theo t6i dé c6 tranh cho t6i
nhting 16 lang:

~ Ong Thdi-Seng-Long trong riling
sau, trudc mii sung cting da coi tdi nhu
mot ngudi em rudt thit cho nén to6i sang
day cting lay long thanh kinh 1a con, 1a
chau ma sang. Toi hiéu, téi hiéu tdm long
tién sinh trong luc ay. Va that dung nhu
161 tién sinh noi, gia tri cua cudc doi la
nhting phut ay. Dai thi roi con gi dau,
tién bac, giau sang, dau kho, hoan nan
va cho ca dén nhiing suéng thda ntia roi
cling qua va quén di. C6 con hoa chéng
1a con mot chut cadm tinh ndong hau ngusi
ta doi v6i nhau, thé thoi.

Qua vay, trong hon hai muci nam,
lam nghé ho 1y, t6i da v6 tinh pham bao
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nhiéu téi dc. Nhung t6i cling c6 dugc moi
an i la trong viéc nay, t6i da hét sic tu
té v6i nhiing ngudi hoan nan. Toéi cang
thuong ho vi t6i biét ho la nhiing ngudi
long da kha gid. CO Wa-Phd va cau Wu-
Heng khong mdt 16i odn trach 6ng Van
Ky. Nhat 1a luc bon mu dau s¢g mat khong
mon tién chivao cdi thay dng Van Ky rta
s& ma c6 Wa-Pha hy sinh ngay, khong
nghi dén cudc d6i minh nita ma tdi cam
phuc c6. C6 khong muon ngudi ta dong
cham dén vong hon ngudi chét, mac dau
nguoi chét da lam cho doéi co tan tanh.
Co chi nghi d6 la cha c6. C6 c6 mot tam
hon dep dé qua. Toi biét c6 mat toi 6 do,
ho nguong, t6i muon cho ho ty do au
yém va than thé véi nhau, nén ddn xong
thi toi di ra. Ra téi cua, toi mdi suc nhé
dén canh éo le ctia ho, t6i lai quay vao:

— Haiem, cd yén trima... tro chuyén
v6i nhau. Sdng mai... thi d¢ tdm gio, em
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Wa-Pha phai vé dé cho ho khong nghi
ngo gi. Va em Wu-Heng nhé dua cho
em Wa-Phd mdt nghin dong... goi la
chut tién... thudng riéng cta khiach dé
em Wa-Pha vé dua cho mu chq, con tién
cdi... chau nay thi anh da tra roi.

T6i néi ma ngugng moém qua, thuong
hai ho qud, nhung lam thé nao dugc. Bon
mu dau ching né té lam ngoai s6 tién
khach lang choi phai trd cho ching né
rdi, ching né lai con bat con em ching
né «lam tién» khach riéng ntia. Khong
lam duogc thi cac co cu la khén dén véi
chung né. Cau Wu-Heng muon trd lai
toi so tién ba nghin, téi khong nghe, t6i
phai gat, rot cudc toi phai thé, cau &y méi
thoi. Toi nghi dén canh ho, t6i nghi dén
su nguy hai ctia ¢ bac thanh ra tran troc
mai gan sing mGi nham mat dugc. Chin
gio sang hom sau, tdi con dang ngu thi
c6 tiéng On ao & ngoai. Toi da chot da...



Ngirng dong tién siét mdu | 183

ngo c6 tai nan xdy dén cho doi trai gai ay.
Thi dung cdi diéu t6i lo ngai da thanh su
that. Ho da nhdy xudng gac tu tu ca.

V6i nhiing con ngudi long da nhu
thé, & trong cdnh cuc nhuc nhu thé, t6i
cho chét di 1a thoat ng dai, thé lai mat
mat hon.

— Toi cling nghi & doi c6 nhiéu van
dé ma chi co cdi chét méi gidi quyét dugc
mot cach thoa dang thoi.

— Nhung ai nhay trudc?

— C6 Wa-Pha. Luc con mu gia ma
bon cht hong lau cho theo hau ¢, ma
cling la dé git gin va giam sat co, giuc
c6 vé, thi cd chom ra ctia s6, ro6i nhay
xuong dudng. Gac cao nhu thé, con gi la
xuong thit. To6i hoi con mu di theo ay thi
né ndi ré cho t6i biét, nd phai giuc mai
cd mdéi vé. Luc co di ra thi cau Wu-Heng
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cti ding ctia nhin theo. Mu gia ndi, khi
dé nd trong thay cdu khoc, né chi do
chting rang lac dém, c6 Wa-Phd c6 ké
canh minh cho cau ay nghe thi khach
lang choi 4i ngai ma thuong tam, chu né
cling khong ngd la chong chua cudi cta
cd. C6 Wa-Pha di dugc may budc thi co
vung quay lai 6m cham lay cau 4y khdc
thét 1én, roi thi c6 lao qua ctia s6 d€ nhay.
Cau Wu-Heng chac cling da linh cam
thdy, chay lai d€ 6m co lai, nhung khong
kip. Céu chi chdp dugc c6 mdt manh do.
C06 Wa-Pha r6t xudng dudng ma manh
40 réch ra thi con lai & trong tay cau. Ay
thé roi cdu nhin xudéng dudng, roi nhin
manh do, r6i thi chac la dau dén lam cho
cau dién 1én chang con nghi gi dén doi
ctia minh nta, cau cling nhay theo. Thé
1a ba b6 con cing chét & mot cai ctlia so6,
trudc gian phong s6 13. Cau Wu-Heng
thi chét ngay, con c6 Wa-Pha thi mot gic
sau mdi chét.
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— Chac 1a luc quay lai nhin thdy y
trung nhan, c6 nhin thdy tat ca tham
canh ctia minh, c6 dau x6t qua mdi tim
su giai thoat & trong cai chét.

— Ma that chi c6 cdi chét méi gidi
thoat dugc thoi. Viia méi ngay nao ngoc
trong nga trang, ké hau nguoi ha, bay gis
la than con di. Ngudi yéu ding kia, 16
nudc mat nhin minh tré vé€ nha cha...
ma khong c6 quyén gii lai. A, dau dén
that, xot xa that. Hién tai cling chét
ngudi, ma tuong lai cting chét ngudsi. Ma
ho lam gi nén tdi hé troi.

— Chi vi c6 6ng b6 hién lanh da dai.
A!' Co bac!

— Ma ciing tai vi cd song bac. Toi bo
khong ki€m an & song bac niia cling vi
thé. Toi khong thé danh tim ngdi nhin
nhiing chét chdc do céi song nay gay ra.
Toi khong da luong tam muu lgi trén
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xuong mau cua ngudi khac. Va tu day,
thay ai budc chan vao song bac t6i ciing
muodn kéo 40 ho nam lai.

Ly tién sinh néi xong nhin téi. Toi
hiéu cai nhin 4y. Téi nam tay tién sinh:

— Tién sinh c6 thé an tam. Toi thé
vdi tién sinh khong bao gid t6i con budc
chan vao song bac ntia. Ba cdi dn mang
ay da m& mat cho t6i roi.

— D¢ la xay ra ngay & day thi ta nhin
thay, chi con bao nhiéu dau thuong tu
trong song bac ma ra thi ta c6 biét dau.
Bon mu d4u ho té ldm, c6 Wa-Pha chét
lam mat méi 161 ctia nd, né dinh chon
qua quit cho xong nhu mot dtia &n may.
Toi khong nghe. Khong, doi cling con
nhiéu nguoi tot chud. Vai ngudi ban cta
toi thay bon mu dau muon dap vui cho
xong thoi, khoi phai ton tién ma chay;,
ban véi t6i. Chung tdi chung tién chon
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cat cho hai nguoi tu t€ va d€ ma gan
nhau. Roi t6i viét thu sang My bdo cho
ba Thap Hiiu biét.

— Vi thé ba ay dén day la tim ngay
dén tién sinh.

— T6i ¢ noi tén dau ma ba ay biét.

— Thé thi chac la nhiing cich an &
cta tién sinh khién cho moi ngusi chung
quanh cdm phuc. Cho nén ai cé viéc
nguoi ta cling tim dén.

ROi t6i suc nghi ra:

— Nay tién sinh, t6i xem ra ba Thap
Httu buon lam. Toi rat e ba 4y sau khi cai
tang cho ngudi nha xong, rat c6 thé vi
that vong ma khong mudn song niia.

— That vong! Tuyét vong thi dung
hon. Chong chét, con trai chét, chau
chét, em ré chét, lai chét mot cach cuc
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nhuc nhu thé. Bay gio da gia roi, lai tro
troi c6 mot minh.

Pau x6t that. Pang ly ra, néu khong
c6 su 6ng Van Ky dai bac, ba 4y rét c6 thé
c6 mot cudc doi yén vui lac tudi gia. Con
trai nhu thé, con dau nhu thé lai 1a chau,
lai bung da kha gia. Bao nhiéu diéu kién
dé tao nén mot hanh phuc gia dinh. Toi
thiét tudng ba ay cd nghi nhu thé thoi,
cling da thoi rudt thoi gan ra roi. Ma con
ngudi ay toi xem ra cling nhiéu tinh cam
lam. Toi véi tién sinh phai lam thé nao,
cht cha 1€ thady mdt ngudi chét trudc mat
minh ma khong ciu.

— Ma dé€ yén thi ding hon. Cht ctiu
thi... nhu 6ng Van Ky luc dau, néu ngan
dugc dng khong danh bac thi méi la ctu.
Chti ba Thap Hiu thi con gi d€ ma song.

Ly tién sinh noéi xong ldng thinh.
Chung t6i cing nghi ngoi vé cdi tuong lai
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den t0i ctia ba Thap Hiu, roi thot nhién
long t6i boc lén:

— Nhung d6 ciing khong 1a mot c6
dé cho ba ay chét. Xem tinh hinh nhu
thé thi ba ay cting khong giau. Dugc tin
con trai va ngudi ctia ngudi nha chét
nhu thé, ma may nam mdi sang thi sinh
ké cling khong dugc doi dao lam. Ba &y
rat cd thé bi lo vé miéng dn cta hau nhit.
SO tién hon ndm van ma ho Ly cho t6i...

—- Do 1a tai van doé ndé cho tién sinh
dugc chu.

— Khong, cho toi véi tién sinh da lay
cai tam thanh ma & véi nhau thi ha tat
phai noi sai sy that. Va t6i tu coi dugc
ho Ly cho nhu thé la mét vinh duy, va
mot tang chiing cua tinh thuong. Sau
nay, néu toi ngheéo ma can tién, toi xin
dén tién sinh va ho Ly ngay. Chung ta
dem tinh ménh cho nhau con dugc nia
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la dong tién. Chac tién sinh cling thua
rd sy toi dem di hai cua tién t6 ho Ly,
néu xdy ra rui ro thi téi chi con viéc nhay
xuong bé, hay dua phét sung vao théi
duong. Ong Thai-Seng-Long ciing di c
mot lan dem tinh ménh ma cho t6i. Cai
s tién nam van nay néu can dé cho ba
Thap Hitu dugc bao dam trong tudi gia,
toi xin dem hién ngay cho ba ay.

Ly tién sinh nam tay toi:

— Toi biét ho Ly chung t6i dugc tién
sinh la dugc mét ngudi ban muon doi
ma. Ong Thdi-Seng-Long nha t6i qua la
6 cai con mat biét ngudi. Dugc roi, néu
tién sinh cé bung ay, thi r6i chung ta liéu
xem. Va t0i, toi cing bo ra mot so tién
niia biéu ba Thap Htiu dé chudc nhiing
t0i 16i cua t6i trong hai muoi nam kiém
dn G song bac.
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— S0 tién ndm van cta to6i néu khong
cd tién sinh c6 ngin thi c6 1€ t6i cling
da nuéng cho song bac réi. Va chua
biét chiing con thua bao nhiéu niia, va
chua biét chiing néu khong cé nhiing
cai guong dau x6t do c6 bac gay ra, toi
khong biét chtia di thi con c6 thé c¢6 bao
nhiéu tai hai dén sau nta. Dugc mot 1oi
néi & trong doi, d€ cho minh tu chinh
dugc ca mot ki€p ngudi, téi cho quy hon
tién bac. Su ho Ly sai tién sinh theo toi dé
md& mat cho t6i con to hon sé tién nam
van. Toi xin vui long biéu ba Thap Hiiu
dé ky niém nhiing diéu tot lanh ma toi
da dugc chiu on bén canh tién sinh.

Trong ndm ngay, ching t6i tan luc
giup ba Thap Hiiu trong sy boc ma cho
ba ngudi than cua ba, Ly tién sinh that
khong con quan céng khé nhoc, va
khong né ha mot ti gi. Su tién sinh xudng
ma, nhit tiing cai xuong dé ria ray, lam
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cho tdi cang kinh phuc tién sinh. Cdi cau
tién sinh ludn ludn noéi véi toi: “Nhiing
ngudi xau s6 déu la anh em chung ta ca”
khién cho t6i suy nghirat nhiéu vé nhiing
hanh vi ctia toi vé sau. Giap ngudi nhu
thé mdéi goi la giup. Toi cang hiéu thaim
thia ciu tay ngan: “Cai cach cho con quy
hon nhiing cdi dem cho”. Tién sinh noi
tién sinh lam nhu thé d€ chudc td6i minh
cling c6 dung mot phan nao. Nhung that
ra thi tién sinh qué nhiéu tinh nhan loai.
Cdi tinh nhan loai ay da khién cho tién
sinh c6 nhiing sy tan tdam lam cho ba
Thap Hitu cam dong dén phai khoc 1én.
Va con toi thi toi nhé mai dé€ lam mot bai
hoc vé sau. Tién sinh thudng bao:

— Chi s¢ minh khong cé bung, chu
bét cti & canh ngd nao, minh ciing c6 thé
giup ich mot ngudi khac duge. Ma yéu
nguoi, giup ngudi thi doi vuilam. Nhiing
ngay thang minh song thot nhién cé mot
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cai nghia va mot cdi vila lung. Chinhting
ké ich ky hai nhan 1a thiét thoi. Ho nhu
nhiing con 6¢ song chui trong cdi vo ich
ky, con c6 ludng gié mat mé nao dén vdéi
ho dugc. Ho td minh ngdn khong cho
minh huéng thu nhiing cdi vui dep cta
su song. Nhiing con ngudi c6 long nhan
ai khong budn bao gio¢ ca. Vi ho nhin
dau ciing thay nhiing khuyén khich va
nhiing cong viéc dé lam mot cach say
sua, khodi sang.

Cudc doi toi tu trudc dén ngay nay
tuy la dai mét cudc phan dau ma to6i da
dem dung hét tam tri va nghi luc cia mét
con ngudi vao, nhung t6i chi phan dau
cho cd nhan t6i théi. Ma néu t6i co giup
ngudi cling la d€ 1gi cho minh, hay la vi
long tu &i, ty kiéu no thic d4y. Nhung tu
khi toi gdp Ly tién sinh va nhin nhiing
ct chi nhan ai ctia 6ng, thi cudc doi cta
toi chuyén huéng. Nhiing tu tuéng dugc
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cai tao trong cdi chiéu sdng sua va tung
bling nhat cta sy song.

Nhiing ngay to6i song trong kinh
thanh c& bac Ma Cao la nhiing ngay bd
ich dang ghi nhé nhat. Toi chiu on mai
than s6 ménh da run rai cho t6i gap Ly
tién sinh. To6i hoc nhiing bai hoc yéu
nguoi dau tién & tién sinh. TAm con mat
toi nho d6 ma dugc mé rong dén nhiing
chan trdi xa rong.

Nhiing su song tu ky va déu gia
chung quanh song bac, nhiing cich muu
lgi tan nhan ctia nhiing con nguoi chi
tim cdi song ctia minh trén cai chét cta
nguoi, cai suéng cua minh trong cai dau
cta dong loai lam cho t6i ngdm nghi vé
kiép ngudi va muc dich ctia né. Cdi tai
nan ghé khiép no xay dén cho ho Vi lam
ran lai nhiing y dinh t6t lanh ma Ly tién
sinh da khoi nguon & trong long toi.
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To6i di Ma Cao cha tam d€ danh bac,
chu tAm dua vao cai van do dé€ bdc 1ot
ké khéc, nghia la lao minh vao cdi 16¢c
tham tan dé€ roi tu giét dan luong tm va
nhiing ndng khiéu tét dep di trong cai
nhip dugc thua, thi may man cho t6i, toi
da gdp Ly tién sinh.

Toi cling dd, nhung do mot 16i khac.
Chi mong van doé giiap minh trong mot
canh bac, ma thanh ra téi dugc may trong
ca mot cudc doi. Toi hiéu dugc nhiing
diéu can hiéu d€ thanh mot con nguoi
tu t€, c6 thé lam ban cua moi ngudi ma
khong la ké thu ctia dong loai.

Toi da dugc mot tiéng bac to nhat
trong canh bac ctia doi la biét song mot
cudc doi c6 nghia.
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Sau khi cong viéc da xong xuoi,
nguoi chét da dugc mo yén ma
dep, ba Thap Hiiu c6 dit mot biia tiéc
dé ta on ching to6i. Ching toi that khong
mudn mot ti nao, nhung ching toi biét
néu chung toi ti choi thi ba khong vui,
chung t6i phdi nhan 16i.

Tiéc bay ra, ba Thap Hiiu rét rugu
moi chung t6i roi ba thup xudng lay:

— Céc 6ng doi véi gia dinh toi that 1a
cO cai on troi bé...
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Toi d& ba day, khong cho ba noi not.
Con Ly tién sinh thi vtia khdc, viia noi:

— Toi rat an han khi 6ng Van Ky dén
day, toi lai khong quen biét ma khuyén
can. Luc da tan tanh roi thi con lam sao
dugc nita. Thoi chang qua la cai s6 kiép
nhu thé, bay gid ma ba cdé budn rau dau
kho thi cling khong ctiu van dugc niia
ma chi thém tén tho. Ba nén nghi vé sau
mot chut.

Ba Thap Hiiu noi cdi cau ma sy xot
Xa, ma ca tu ngl cua loai ngudi cling

khong dua dé ta:
— Nao t6i con gi dé€ ma nghi vé sau.

Ba ndi ma khong khoc. Ly tién sinh
va toi déu rung minh. Gia ba khoc thi it
ra long dau cling nhd nudc mat ma vgi
di phan nao. Khong, ba khong khéc, tu
khi m6 ma xay xong thi ba khong khoc
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ntia. Dén bay gio, ba thot ra cau ay thi
toi va Ly tién sinh dd mudng tugng thay
16 cad nhiing chét choc ctia tam hon ba.
Chung t6i nhin nhau, lo lang cai diéu t6i
tic doan c6 thé xay ra that. Toi linh cam
ngay thay biia tiéc nay la d€ bdo hiéu cai
cti chi no sé dua ba ra khoéi cudc doi ma
khong con gi dé bam viu vao ma séng
ntia. Chi con co6 cdi viéc cam on chung
toi ntia la hét.

Nhin mé& téc bac, nhin cai vé mat
tuyét vong, nhin sy quyét dinh né hién
1én trong d6i mat va loi ndi cua ba, ching
toi cudng cuodng 1én. Chung t6i biét rang
bao nhiéu 16i an i, khuyén can ciling
bang thtia, nhung ma chung t6i cling
cl noi, chung t6i o viu lay moét chut hy
vong mac dau ca khuon mdt va 16i noi
ctua ba Thap Htiu khong dé cho ching
toi mdt chut hy vong nao.
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Mot diéu cang lam cho chung toi
bon chon la su chung ta nhan thay day
la nhiing con ngudi tot, giau tinh cam,
dep tdim hon dang dugc song v6i nhau
nhting ngay yén vui, am cing trong yéu
thuong dum boc ctia nhau ma nay phai
chét.

Ly tién sinh nghen ngao mai mdi noi
dugc:

— Chung t6i doi véi ba thé nao thi
trong may hom nay ba da r6. Kiép
ngudi khé ai ca, duc Phat da day ching
ta thuong ldy nhau thi n6 dé khé hon.
Bay gid thi ba cé thé tin & tim long chan
thanh cua chung t6i. Chung toi giup
nguoi la ty gitp minh day thoi.

- Vang, t6i da hiéu lam, cho nén

trong nhiing ngay gan day, toi cling thay
d& tai nhuc.
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— Bay gig, chung t6i hoi that. Ba c6
thé chac chan nhiing diéu gi c6 thé giup
ba vé hau nhat ciing t6i sé giup.

— Nhu cdi than t6i thi cac 6ng da biét
day, con noi gi dén ngay mai ntia. Bay
gio toi chi thay chét la mat thoi.

— Ay ba duing nghi thé. Lu4t nhan
qua ndng né, néu kiép ngudi ma khong
tron ven thi tién oan nghiép chudng
theo dudi chung ta chua biét dén kiép
nao cho hét. Ba dliing nén nghi thé. Bay
gio chung toi hoi that ba, cong viéc xong
xudi roi, ba cd dinh sang My niia khong?

— Nha t6i mat di, bay gid con c6 ho
hang, than thich nao nita ma sang.

— Thé bay gio chac la ba dinh vé Han
Khéu?

Ba Thap Hiu lac dau:
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— Ho hang t6i bi nan thd phi chét hét,
chi con hai chi em, em t6i da chét, chau
va con da chét, con ai ma vé Han Khau?

Cai ngudi ndi véi chung t6i nhiing
cau ay, chung tdi cd nhin cdi phong thai
va nghe 16i noéi cling biét rang trudc
kia 1a con nha giau sang, c6 tu céach, co
gido duc da tan tanh vi loan lac mot lan,
nhung lan &y con it tudi thi hy vong con.
Cht 1an nay, thi tudi da sau muoi, con
bam viu vao ddu ma sdng, con ché mong
gi 6 cudc doi ma song. Cudc doi tuyét
vong cua ba hién dén véi téi nhu mot
canh dong day bang tuyét. Toi xen vao:

— Ly tién sinh day la mét buc tu tam
cao nhu nui, tién sinh thi vi tinh dong
loai thanh that muon giup ba.

— Vang, t0i cling biét thé, va to6i xin
da ta, nhung dai toi thi con gi d€ ma cac
ong giup nta.
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Ly tién sinh tay run lén:

— Kiép ngudi... Néu qua ba khong
con ho hang ¢ dau thi mdoi ba vé lang toi.
Day c6 mot ngdi chua, vi chung t6i tuy
nghéo, nhung ciing cé thé giup ba khong
phai lo vé tudi gia.

Toi rut ngay ra so tién nam van cta
ho Ly cho t6i dat xudng ban:

— Toi cling cé chut it tién day, toi xin
thanh tam gop vao vdi Ly tién sinh goi la
mot ti chat.

Ba Thap Htiu nhin t6i 0a lén khdc:

— Néu 6ng Van Ky nha t6i ma gap
dugc nhiing ngudi nhu cac 6ng... Khé
qud, chu chau hién lanh va t6t lam. Lac
em toi lay dugc chu né, toéi da lay lam
mung. Vg chong that thuong yéu nhau
nhu bat nudc day. Cha nd lai nho dén
toi, viét thu goi thang chau vé va hia ga
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con cho nd. Vi em tdi chét, chi né nghi
tinh mdu mu muodn sang véi chung to6i
cho cd nha sum hop. Ai ng6 chinh vi cdi
long tot &y ma troi giét.

Toi muodn ndéi: “Po 1a song bac nod
giét” nhung toi nghi, ggi ra chi thém dau
dén cho ngudi ta, t6i nin ldng.

Ba Théap Hitu chui nudc mat, roi day
tap bac vé phia toi:

— Toi tuy gia, nhung con khoe manh,
toi con lam lay toi dn dugc, t6i cam on
ong.

Ly tién sinh bdo ngay ba:

— Khong, ba ct lay. Ba khong nhan
thi phu bung 6ng 4y lam. Néu ba bang
long vé lang t6i, hodc ba muon vao &
trong chtia, hodc ba mudn & nha téi, déu
tién ca. Pho Sheung-Ping lai c6 thé budn
ban, ma ho ching t6i thi san nha.
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Toi thay ba Thap Htu ngam nghi
mot 1at, roi ba nhin chung t6i, roi thi
chung t6i muon gi ba ciing bang long. Va
ba hua dén ngay kia sé theo chung toi vé
Sheung-Ping.

Ly tién sinh thdy téh thi mlng r&.
Luc vé buodng, tién sinh bdo toi:

— Toi sé quy ba ta nhu mdt ngudi chi
rudt. Vg toi cling nhu toi 1a mot ngudsi
rat thuong ngudi, thoi thé cudc doi ba ay
cling d& c6 quanh, va khong phai lo vé
sau nua.

Toi thi t6i khong nghi nhu Ly tién
sinh. Sy ba Thip Htiu bang long mot
cich dé dang nhu thé chang qua la khong
muodn lam phat y ching t6i la nhiing
ngudi ma ba coi nhu an nhan ctia ba day
thoi. Toi ngod cho Ly tién sinh biét su lo
nghi cua toi.
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— Nhung ba ay da hen dén ngay kia
vé Sheung-Ping véi téi co ma. Ba ay 6
v6i minh, thay minh va ngudi nha minh
tot, ba ay sé thuong minh ma khong nghi
dén chét niia.

— Ba ay la mot hang ngudi khd, long
rudt c6 dé quén nhu nhiing ngudi tam
thudng dau. Néu ma ba ay cd 6 vdi tién
sinh thi chang qua cling la mot cudc chét
dan thoi.

Ly tién sinh thé dai:

— Thi chung ta song day ai la khong
la chét dan. Chi c6 bon ngu si chiung méi
tudng cudc doila vinh vién, réi tham lam
tang trl, co ho nhu giti mai dugc nhiing
thi chung béc 16t cua ngudi khac, va
truyén van dai cho con chdu. Nha Tan va
nha Héan con tan tanh ntia la.

— Vi thé t6i mdi cd cdi cam tudng la
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ba Thap Hitu khong chiu kéo dai cdi cudc
doi cay cuc va vo vi clia ba dé€ cha chét
gia. D6i ba con muc dich gi nita dau.

ROi tdi hoi tudng luc ba Thap Hiu
con tré trung:

— Ba ta noi thé thi ra luc trudce 1a con
nha sang ca. Chac thud tré dep lam va
em gai ba chac ciing dep lam nén 6ng
Van Ky méi yéu dén nhu thé.

— Co1é. Nhung chacla tam tinh cling
tot dep lam. Xem ba Thap Hiiu thi du ro.

— Thé cho nén t6i méi nghi la ba
khong chiu kéo dai nhiing thang ngay

dau dén, lai con vo hy vong.

Ly tién sinh ngam nghi mot lat, roi
diing day. Luc ay thi song bac 6n ao nhu
mot cai t6 ong v3, khach khua, gai diém,
va cac ngudi la di di lai lai ron rip. Ben
dién sdng trung ci nhu ban ngay.
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Chung toi tién lai phia buong ba Thap
Hitu, dom qua khe ctia s thi thay ba van
ngoi im nhu moét pho tugng & chiéc ghé
lic ndy ba ngdi. Vé mat ctia ba luc ay, loai
ngudi khong c6 chii d€ ta niia. Toi that
ruot lai. Ly tién sinh kéo t6i di, khong
muon cho t6i nhin cai vé mat tuyét vong
ay. Cai y nghi nhiing con ngudi tam hon
dep dé nhu thé dang dugc song mot cudc
doi yén vui lai dén véi t6i mot cach soi
noi.

Toi ngd cho Ly tién sinh biét. Ly tién
sinh giam got giay xudng san:

— Chi tai cdi song nay ma ra ca. Co 1é
tién sinh nghi dung. Ba Thap Hiiu ty td
mat thoi. Bay gid phai lam thé nao?

Toi thé dai:

— Con lam th€ nao ducgc v6i mot
ngudi nhat dinh chét. Git dugc ngudi 6,
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chu ai giti dugc ngudi di. Ma ching ta,
va ca loai ngudi nia, cling khong co6 thé
canh mai dugc. Nhat dinh chét thi tim
dau cha thay. Bay gid chi c6 mdt cach 1a
lam sao thay d&i dugc nhiing y nghi cta
ba ay. Ma chung ta khong cé cach gi. Ma
ba dy cling khong phai 1a hang ngudi dé
thay doi tu tudng. Toi tin rang ba 4y sdng
dén ngay nay chang qua chi la da gom
gop du so tién sang boc mo cho ngudsi
than, rdi thi ty ta day thoi.

Ly tién sinh s¢ hai:

— Nhung chung ta cling phai lam thé
nao chu. Cha 1é ct khoanh tay dé cho
nhin cdi chét ctia ba ay a? Hay ta di bdo
vGi s& Sen dam.

Toi bat giac cudi 1én. Nhung cuoi
xong thi tdi biét cai cudi ay la vo nhan
dao. Chung ta thudng c6 nhiing cu chi
vO y thuc nhu thé ma khong sao ché ngu
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ndi. Toi cudi xong thi tdi then, then véi
Ly tién sinh. It nhat sy lo sg cta Ly tién
sinh cling c6 moét cdi nghia td té hon cai
cuoi cua tdi nhiéu.

— Bdo s& Sen dam lam gi. Bao thé
nao? S& Sen dam con nhiéu viéc khac.
Luat phap chi 1a d€ “d6i phd” véi nhiing
su da xay ra thanh viéc han hoi, chd...

— Su tu t cua ba Thap Hiiu 1a mot
viéc hdn hoi roi.

— Nhung ma ba ay da chét dau. biéu
dé chi cd toi va tién sinh cam thay thoi.
Va tdi da ndi ca loai ngudi cling khong
giti n6i mot ngudi nhat dinh chét ma.
Thi nhat cdi ngudi ay lai c6 nhiing ly do
xac dang dé€ coi cai chét hon la song. Bay
giéd muodn cho ba Thap Htiu dung tu td
chi cd cdch la hoi sinh lai nhiing ngudi
da chét. Ma diéu ay thi chung ta chiu.
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Chung t6i but rat sudt dém, sdng
hom sau, lic ching toi dang riia mat thi
ngudi boi phong dem vao cho ching t6i
mot cdi goi to va mdt bic thu. Chung
toi hiéu ngay. Ly tién sinh chom lai phia
nguoi boi budng:

— Bay gid ba ay dau?

— Luc sang, ba &y dua cho t6i cdi nay
bao chd cac ngai day thi dua cho cac ngai.
Roi ba ay di xudng gac.

— C6 cam gi khong?

— Khong. Tay khong. Toi lai tudng
ba 4y di hiing gio6 bé.

Toi va Ly tién sinh mdc vdi vang
quan 4o, roi chay ra budng s6 13. Thi do
dac van y nguyén. Chung tdi hiéu ngay.
Chung t6i cling chang kip xem bic thu,
moi ngudi chay bé di mot nga dé tim.
Chuang t6i di tim khap ma khong thay
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dau cd. Chung quanh ct lao Ma Cao la
bé ca ménh mong, ché nao ma khong
dung dugc mot mang ngudi da hét hy
vong & cudc song. Chung t6i thué may
chiéc thuyén danh ca di tim ciing chang
thay tdm hoi dau cd. Ly tién sinh hy vong
roi xac sé ndi 1én. Ching t6i con c¢o céi
bén phan la vét xac va chon cat cho ba.
Nhung cdi bon phan 4y, chac ca bé da
lam thay chung t6i roi.

Vé phong, chung t6i mé buic thu thi
ma mot bic thu cdm on, va xin 16i ching
toi vé su ba khong thé theo 16i ching tdi.
Ba ndi ba khong con long nao dé séng
ntia. Con cai goi dy la s6 ndm van cua toi
vGi sO tién sdu nghin cta ba, ba dan Ly
tién sinh néu xét thay ai nghéo doi ma
can thi cho ngudi ta so tién ay. Quan do
va hanh ly cing nhd ching t6i dem bo
thi cho ngudi ngheo.
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Xem buc thu xong, chung t6i ua
nudc mat. Chung toi biét c6 mdt ngudi 6
canh ching t6i muon chét ma khong lam
sao ngan dugc. Nhiing gi ma stic ngudi
c6 thé lam thi chung ta da lam hét ca roi.

Vi con hy vong chd cho xac ba Thap
Hitu ndilén d€ chdn cat, nén Ly tién sinh
con ¢o gitt toi lai Ma Cao ba ngay, chu t6i
thi muodn di ngay.

— O song ngoi hé ao thi méi c¢6 hy
vong xac ndi lén va tim thay. Cht & bé
thi cd mép cé bao nhiéu dé€lai cho ching
ta...

— Danh vay. Nhung biét dau. Chung
ta ct chd day cho hét 1€ véi luong tam.

— A, néu tién sinh ma nghi thé thi
lai khac. Trua nao chung t6i cling thué
thuyén danh ca di tim. Déu khong thay.
Trong ba ngay lién.
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Truéc hom veé, Ly tién sinh ru toi
xudng xem song bac. Toi lac dau:

— Con xudng lam gi?

— Khong, t6i muon xem lai cdi hang
hum ay mot lan cudi cung.

R6i méc dau t6i khong bang long, Ly
tién sinh cting cu 16i t6i di.

Pén ctia song, chung toi da bi cai hoi
ngudi sdc sua va tanh todm lam cho khoé
chiu. Dayla ¢ song bac “Tai-seng” to 16n,
t0 chtic cuc ky chu ddo ma con nhu thé,
cht 6 nhiing song nho thi khong biét cai
khong khi con dén thé nao.

Cai no lam cho t6i ghé rgn nhat &
song bac la vé mat lanh lung cia may tén
ho ly. That la nhting vé mat lanh lung cta
nhting con cdo, chung chi rinh ai hé co
la lao dén cau xé va nuot chiing.
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Nhiing ngudi danh bac luc ay that
la moét ld mat hon. Nhiing b mét nhén
boéng, ngay ng6 vi mé lu véi nhiing nét
cau c6 tang 1én vi cho doi, vi hy vong va
that vong, ca dén cai long tham lam xau
x¢ hién 1én trong nhiing con mat dé ngau
cta ho cling chi lam cho t6i thuong hai.

That dung nhu 16i trong kinh thanh:

“Ho c6 biét ho lam gi dau”

Nhung bon ho 1y va cha ching né
thi biét, biét r6 muc dich cai viéc lam
cta chung né lam. Téi c6 cai cam tudng
nhu nhiing xdc chét nha ho Vi dang xda
toc ding ri rugi § gitia ban bac va dang
nguyén rta. Roi dién cudng 1ong 1on trén
nhting dong tién dinh day mau.

Toi con dang bang khuang ty hoi sao
may ngay trudc day, toi lai c6 y nghi lam
giau bang co bac, nghia 1a bang su bdc
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16t ctia nguoi khac thi Ly tién sinh da
kéo tay toi 10i ra.
Ra khoi ctia song, tién sinh thd dai:
Trudce kia, toi khong hiéu toi la cai
hang ngudi gi ma t6i lai di phu giap vao
nhiing viéc boc 16t tan khdc nhu thé?
Ra khoi ctia song, tién sinh thd dai:
— Trudc kia, téi khong hiéu t6i la cai
hang ngudi gi ma t6i lai di phu giap vao
nhiing viéc boc 16t tan khoc nhu thé?
ROi giam gbt giay xudng san:

— That t6i khong ngo t6i da song
dugc & cdi dia nguc nay trong hon hai
muoi nam day!












