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— Tiéu str va Su nghiép (Téng Dién)

— Nha vin Binh-nguyén Loc (D6 Hitu Phuong)

— Binh-nguyén Loc, Mot nhén si trong lang vin (V3 Phién)
— Nhan cach Binh-nguyén Loc (Mai Thao)
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TONG DIEN 1a thir nam ctia nha vin Binh-nguyén Loc, 13 ngudi hién
bao quan nhitng tai liéu con luu lai sau khi nha van tir tran. Cén ¢t theo gia
pha va hd so quan trong, ong da diéu chinh lai mét sb dit kién, vi “tam sao
that bén” hay vi mét 1y do nao do, da bi phd bién sai lac, trong d6 c6 mot
vai chi tiét “khong ding” do chinh nha vin dua ra.

Tén that : TO VAN TUAN (07.03.1915 — 07.03.1987)
Cha: T6 Phuong Sam (1878-1971)

Me: Duong Thi Meo (1876-1972)

Vo: Duong Thi Thiét (1911-1988)

Con:

T6 Duong Hiép (1935-1973),

T6 Hoa Duong (1937),

T6 Loan Anh (1939), T6 My Hanh (1940),
T6 Vinh Phuc (1947)

I- SO LUQC VE TIEU SU
1.- Dai Cuong

heo gidy khai sanh, Binh-nguyén Loc (BNL) tén that 1a T6 Vin

Tun, sanh ngay 7-3-1915 tai lang Tan Uyén (tir nam 1920 tré di
thanh quan ly cta quan Tan Uyén), tong Chanh My Trung, tinh Bién Hoa,
thudc Dong Bang song Pong Nai, Nam Viét. That ra BNL sanh ra it nhurt [
mot ndm trude ngay ghi trong gidy khai sanh, nghia 1a sanh vao nam 1914,
con ngay sanh khong biét c6 ding 13 ngay 7 thang 3 hay khong. Ong sinh
ra va 16n 1én trong mot ngdi nha chi cach bd song Pong Nai hon mot trim
thude thoi. Chinh con song Pong Nai ndy di giup ong chat lidu dé hoan
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tat mot s6 tic pham nhu truyén ngan “Pong Doi” (trong Ky Thac), hdi ky
“Song Van Boi Cho” (viét va dang bao ¢ California), v.v....

Ttr ndm 1919-1920 6ng theo hoc chit nho véi mot ong do trong lang.
Truong hoc chi 1a mot 1éu tranh. Sau dé ong hoc truong Tiéu hoc & Tan
Uyén vao nhitng nim 1921-1927. Nam 1928 ong ¢ nha luyén Phéap van dé
thi vao Trung hoc (Enseignement primaire supérieur) Pétrus Truong Vinh
Ky ¢ Saigon, roi tir 1929-1933 6ng theo hoc trung hoc nay va dau bang
Thanh Chung (Dipléme d’Etudes Primaires Supérieures) vao nam 1933.
(Trong ban thao mot bai tra 101 phong van, chiang biét vé sau c6 diang bao
khong, BNL viét rang 6ng khong c6 bang cip chi ca. Khong rd ong viét nhu
vy v6i dung ¥ gi chd thuc su ong c6 bang Thanh Chung)

Ro1 truong Pétrus Ky ong thi vao ngach tho ky hanh chanh nhung hon
mot nim sau méi duge tuyén dung, vi lac d6 thé gisi dang o thoi ky kinh
té khing hoang. Ban dau ong phuc vu tai Kho Bac Thu Dau Mét, rdi sau
do thuyen chuyén xuéng Kho Bac Salgon sau nay duoc cai danh 1a Téng
Ngan Khd. Nam 1944, BNL binh than kinh nén xin nghi dai han khong
lwong, va tir d6 vé sau khong tro lai voi nghé cong chirc nira (thoi gian
1970-1975 6ng lam Ho1 Vién Hoi Déng Van Hoa Gido Duc Viét Nam,
nhung day khong phai 1a cong vi¢c cua nguoi cong chirc)

Tan cu vé qué nam 1945, BNL hoi cu vé quan Lai Thiéu tinh Thi Dau
Mot vao cudi nim 1946, ba ndm sau 6ng xudng Saigon va cu ngu han & d6
t6i ndm 1985. Thang 10 nim niy ong duoc xuét ngoai theo chuong trinh
doan tu gia dinh. Ong sang My dinh cu ¢ Rancho Cordova, mdt city ndm
trong thu phu Sacramento cta Tiéu bang California Hoa ky va tir trdn & d6
ngay 7-3-1987 vi binh huyét 4p cao. Ong duoc an tang ngay 14-3-1987 tai
nghia trang Sunset Lawn.
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2.- Sinh hoat van nghé

BNL dang viét dang do tap hoi ky “Néu Toi Nhd K§”” thi qua doi. Trong
tap d6 co bai “Ong Ba But Tra” ké lai truong hop nao 6ng ba But Tra gia
nhap bao gidi réi két hon véi nhau, con BNL thi lai ddn than vao con duong
viét van. S6 1a vao khoang nam 1930, 1931, 1932... ¢6 mét ba pha thuong
Viét Nam tén T6 Thi Than thay mat ngudi chong Hoa Kiéu, tuc danh 1a chu
Xbi, dé dimg tén 1am chii 20 tiém cam do tai Saigon. Vi bi béo chi Saigon
thud ay chi trich 1a gian thuong, 1a phudng cho vay cét ¢d, v.v..., ba mudn
ra mot t& bao dé ty binh vuc nén ba tim nguoi phu trach to bao do6. Ba giao
cong viée tim kiém nay cho ngudi tho ky ké toan cua ba tén T6 Vin Gioi,
vbn 14 anh ho cia BNL. Ong Gioi nhd BNL tim kiém ngudi lam bao. BNL
thué ay chua biét viét van nhung rat ham thich van nghé, ong c6 quen biét
hai nguoi dan anh van nghé 14 Lé Hoang Muu but hiéu Mong Hué Lau va
Truong Quang Tién, khong cé bat hi¢u. BNL ngo ¥ nho hai 6ng nay giup
ba T6 Thi Than 1am bao theo tiéu chuan do chinh ba dé ra 1a “viét nhut
trinh thiét gidi va n ré”. Hai ong tir chdi, c6 18 ty xét minh khong dap tng
dugc tiéu chuan “thiét gidi ma an ré” ciia ba Than. Tuy tir chbi nhung 6ng
Truong Quang Tién lai gidi thiéu mot ngudi ban cua 6ng 1a 6ng Bat Tra, lac
ay dang gap kho khin tai chanh. Ong But Tra tuy chua hé lam bao nhung
cling nhan dam trach to “Saigon Hoa B4o” cho ba T6 Thi Than. it 1au sau,
ba Than ly di 6ng chong Hoa Kiéu va két hon voi ong But Tra. Vé phan
BNL, do viéc tim kiém ngudi 1am bao d6 ma 6ng bat dau toi lui voi cac van
ngh¢ si, ky gid, v.v... Long uva chudng van nghé¢ dugc khoi dong thém 1én,
n6 khién 6ng tap viét vin dé sau ndy tro thanh nha van thyc su.

Trong bai “Ham Bay Nam Lam Bao” ciing trich tir tap hdi ky “Néu Toi
Nhé K§” noi trén day, BNL cho biét 6ng viét vin, viét bao tir ndm 1942
nhung dén nim 1946 méi lam bao. Ban thao bai trén day di that lac, chi con
lai trang dau, nhung c6 thé doan hiéu ¥ 6ng mudn nédi dén nim 1946 ong
moi nhiing tay vao nhing cong viéc c6 tinh cach k§ thuat dé cho mot to bao
hinh thanh dugc nhu chon lua, sép xép, trinh bay bai v0, v.v.... Nhu da noi
& trén, BNL bat dau viét van viét bao tir nim 1942. Lic dy ong cong tac voi
bao Thanh Nién cua kién triic s Huynh Tan Phat. Trong ban bién tip con
c6 Xuan Diéu, Huy Cén (hién dién trong ban bién tap trudc BNL), Mic D0,
v.v... Chinh BNL d4 dé nghi ban bién tap ding bai tho “Ma Chiém Son”
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ctia mot doc gia mai goi t6i. Poc gia d6 1a T Hiru. Sau do it 1au T6 Hiru
cling vao ban bién tap Thanh Nién ludn. Sau 1954 T Hiru xuét ban tap tho
“Ttr Ay” trong d6 c6 bai “Ma Chiém Son” . (Cac chi tiét trén ddy do BNL
ké lai cho gia dinh nghe).

Tir ndm 1948 BNL xudng dinh cu han & Saigon nhung khéng trd lai
nghé cong chire nita va sinh séng bang nghé viét bao, 1am bao. Ong cong
tac v6i cac bao L& Song (voi bat hiéu Phong Ngan, Phong Ngang, Phong
Doc, v.v...), P61 M1, Tin Mdi, v.v...

Nam 1957, 1958 ong cong tac voi cac tap chi Bach Khoa, Van Hoa
Ngay Nay (ctia Nht Linh) va lam cha nhiém tuan bao Vui Séng nim 1959.
Nam 1960-1963 6ng phu trach trang van nghé cua bao Tiéng Chudng, 10i
nam 1964-1965 lam chu bién nhut bao Tin Sém.

Ttr ndm 1965-1975 6ng chuyén viét feuilleton cho cac nhut bao. Ngay
tir nhitng nam 1951, 1952, BNL d c¢6 viét feuilleton roi. Phan 16n nhiing
feuilletons d6 c6 cot truyén thudc loai chuyén phiéu luu, da su, v.v... va
duogc ong ky dudi bat hi¢u khac nhu Phong Ngan, Trinh Nguyén, v.v....
DPén nam 1956 BNL méi bat dau viét feuilleton c6 c¢dt truyén tinh cam va
ky bat hiéu BNL luén. Nhitng nim 1960-1975 14 thoi ky ong viét feuilleton
nhiéu nhit. Trude 1975, tap chi VAN ¢ Saigon c6 ding bai phong van ong
do Nguyén Nam Anh, tirc nha vian Nguyén Xuan Hoang, thuc hién. Pap
cau hoi « Ong co6 phai 1a nha van c6 tiéu thuyét ding nhiéu ¢ cac nhat bao
khong ? », BNL cho biét 13 vao nam 1957 6ng viét 11 feuilletons mdi ngay,
nhung sau d6 chinh Lé Xuyén va An Khé méi 1 nhing tac gia dan dau vé
s6 luong feuilletons. An Khé c6 nam viét téi 12 feuilletons mdi ngdy, mot
con s ma theo BNL chua ai vuot qua ndi. Riéng theo tri nhé cua t6i thi
khoang thoi gian BNL viét feuilleton nhiéu nhurt 1a 1962-1969.

Ttr ndm 1975-1985 6ng nam nha, khong tham gia cac sinh hoat xa hoi
va van nghé véi 1y do bi binh kiét strc va huyét ap cao.
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Ong dinh cu & My tir thang 10 nam 1985, binh d& nhiéu nhu‘ng chua
binh phuc han. Tuy nhién, ong da viét lach tro lai va ding bao nhiéu bai Vlet
thudc céac thé loai truyén ngin, hoi ky, tleu thuyet ‘tim biét”, “vé ngudn”,
ngdn ngir hoc, dan toc hoc, v.v.... Mot sb tiéu thuyet cua ong dang dugc
viét va dang bao do dang thi 6ng qua doi ngay 7-3-1987. Nhirng ban thao
chua diang bao con duogc gia dinh 6ng luu gitr nhung phan 16n di thit lac.

3.- Sinh hoat gia dinh va xa hoi

a.- BNL mic binh than kinh nim 1944, nim sau méi khéi binh. Nhung
tir ndm 1950 dén nim 1964 6ng tré nén cuc ky kho tinh, thudng xuyén giy
cing thang trong gia dinh. Chang rd day c6 phai 1a mot trang thai binh tim
than loai nhe bién ching tir binh than kinh nim 1944 khong. Chi biét 1a
BNL ctr dinh ninh ban than 6ng khong thé méc binh tdm than, chi co vo,
con, chau va ban bé 6ng mai c6 thé mac binh ndy ma théi (thuc ra, ong qua
c6 hai ngudi chau va vai ban lang van mac binh tim than). Do d6 éng ua
hoi thdm vé binh tAm than dé ctru chita cho. .. than nhan va than hiru! Ciing
vi quan tdm t&i binh tAm thdn — ma éng nghi 13 cta ngudi khac chd khong
bao gio la cua 6ng ca — BNL da cung nguoi truong nam la bac si T6 Duong
Hiép, giam déc Binh Vién Tam Than Bién Hoa, soan thao mdt cong trinh
bién khao 1dy tira 1a “Khinh TAm Blnh Va Sang Tac Van Ngh¢”. Hinh nhu
mot vai bai trong tap bién khao nay da dugc dang tai trén dac san cua Binh
Vién Tam Than Bién Hoa cung v6i nhiéu tranh v& va vin tho cta cac vin
ngh¢ si méc binh tim than dang nam diéu tri tai binh vién néi trén (nhu Bui
Giang, Nguién Ngu I, v.v...). Tac pham “Khinh Tam Binh Va Sang Téc
Vin Nghé” khong biét dd hoan tit chwa — nhung chéc chin 1 chwa xudt
ban — thi BS T6 Duong Hiép tir tran va ban thao di thét lac.

b.- Khi con ¢ Viét Nam, BNL thuong giao du than mat véi Nguyén Ang
Ca, An Kh¢, Ha Lién Tu.
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IT .- VAN NGHIEP

1.- Cac but hi¢u:

— Binh-nguyén Loc: but hiéu chanh cho cac truyén ngan, truyén dai tinh
cam.

— Phong Ngan : but hiéu cta tiéu thuyét da sir “Quang Trung Du Béc*
va “Tan Liéu Trai*

— Phong Ngang, Phong Doc: bién thé ciia Phong Ngan, but hiéu cua
nhirng bai trao phung.

— Trinh Nguyén: but hidu ctia mot feuilleton, tiéu thuyét da sir lién quan
dén cudc chién Vi¢t Chi€ém, chi xuat hién trong mot truyén.

— Ton Dzat Huan: but hi€u cua truyén trinh tham, 1a mot loai ty-mé
(anagramme) bién thé tir tén toc T6 Van Tuan, chi dung mdt lan

— HO Van Huan: but hiéu cua khdo ctru “Stra Sai Co Su*, cling 1a loai
tu-mé, bién thé tir t€n T6 Van Tuan, xuat hién tir khi & hai ngoai.

— Dién Quynh: but hi¢u cua chi mdt truyén vura, tinh cdm & nong do tdm

trang den, va ctia chi mot truyén ngan khéc.

2.- Qua trinh hoat dong van chwong bao chi
theo thir tu thoi gian

— 1942-45: bat dau viét van, viét bao, cong tac voi bao THANH NIEN
cua kién trac su Huynh Tan Phat

—1946: 1am bao

—1948: chanh thirc sinh séng voi nghé viét van, lam bao
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—1950: bao DIEN TIN
—1951-1957:

* bao LE SONG cua Ngo Cong Minh véi but hidu PHONG NGAN,
PHONG NGANG, PHONG DOC

* bao VIET THANH (1951) véi but hiéu TRINH NGUYEN
* tudn bao DOI MOI (1951-54) cia TRAN VAN AN

* bao TIN MOI (1952) cia TRAN VAN AN véi nhiém vy 1a cha bién va
ky but hiéu 1a TON DZAT HUAN trong mét truyén trinh tham

—1957-1958: céc tap chi BACH_KHOA (khong thuong xuyén toi1 1975),
VAN HOA NGAY NAY (ctia NHAT LINH)

—1959: cha nhiém tudn bao VUI SONG, ngoai but hiéu chanh con c6
tén DIEN QUYNH.

— 1960-1962: phu trach trang trong ctia bao TIENG CHUONG

— 1963: bdo QUYET TIEN cung véi NGUYEN KIEN GIANG,
TRUONG SON, HO VAN PONG. it thang sau 6ng tré lai bao Tiéng
Chuodng

— 1964-1965: chu bién bao TIN SGM

—1966: chu bién to HY VONG ciia Tuéng NGUYEN BAO TRI

— 1975-1985: khong tham gia cac sinh hoat van nghé bao chi. Ly do:
binh kiét strc va huyét ap cao

—10.1985: dinh cu & My.
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—1986-1987: TIEU THUYET NGUYET SAN, bao {CH TRANG, VIET
NAM NHAT BAO, VAN NGHE TIEN PHONG, LANG VAN, PHU NU'
DIEN PAN, NHAT BAO NGUOI VIET, POI (cua Nguyén Sa), THANG
MO, CHUONG VIET, VAN, NHAN VAN, VIET NAM TU DO, LUA
VIET, v..v..

—7.03.1987: tir tran vi huyét ap cao

3.- Tac pham da xuét ban
—1950: Nhét Gid
~1959:

*Po Doc (luc con ¢ dang thuc feuilleton thi mang tya 1a “Gai Chg Vé
Que”);

*Gieo Gi6 Gat Bao;

*Tan Licu Trai (ky but hi¢u Phong Ngan).

— 1960: Ky Thac
—1962: Nhén Cho Mbi Ai
~1963:

*X0 Nga Buc Tuong Réu;

*Bi Mat Cua Nang;

*Ai An Thau Ngan Cho Dai Tiéc Thuong;
*Bong A1 Qua Ngoai Song Ctra;

*Hoa Hau B6 Dao;

*Mobi Tinh Cubi Cung;

*Nua bém Trang Sup;

*Tam Trang Hong.
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—1965:

*Pung Hoi Tai Sao;
*Mua Thu Nho Tam.

— 1966:

*Tinh Dat;
*Nhiing Budc Lang Thang Trén He Pho Cua Ga Binh-nguyén Ldc.

—1967:

* Mot Nang Hai Chang (quay thanh phim Hong Yén nim 1972);

* Quan Tai Heo;

* Tham Lang;

* Tram Nhé Ngan Thuong (Tram va Ngan 1a tén hai nhan vat chinh);
* Uéng Lon Thude Tién;

* Nu Cudi Nude Mat Hoc Tro.

—1968:

* Pén Can Gio;

* Diém Phuong;

* Sau Pém BoO Rép.
—19609:

* Cubng Run Chua Lia;

* Khi Ttr Thirc Vé Tran;

* Nhin Xuan Nguoi Khac;
* Mon No Thiéng Liéng.

—1971: Ngudn Géc M3 Lai Cua Dan Toc Viét Nam
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—1972:

* Lot Tran Viét Ngir;
* C8i Am Noi Quan Cay Duong,
* L&t Poan Mong-Den

Ngoai ra con c¢6 mot sb tic pham khong nhé rd nim xuét ban. Do 1a
truy¢én nhi dong D1 Vieng Boi Xua (1962 (?); Ty Vét Tam Linh.(1965 (?)

Trong tdp Ky Thac c6 hai truyén duogc dich ra tiéng ngoai qudc:

Rimg Mam, truyén ngin duoc xem 13 tic phdm c6 dong cua trudong
thién tiéu thuyét Phu Sa, hodc nguoc lai Phu Sa la tac phém trién khai ra
cho dai cua truyén Rimg Miam, theo ghi cht ctia nha xuat ban Vin Nghé,
da dugc nha tho Xuan Viét, tuc 1a gido su dai hoc luat khoa Nghiém Xuan
Viét dich ra tiéng Phap (theo tri nhé ctia nguoi viét thi vao khoang cudi
thap nién 1950), dang & tap san Pen Club. Ban dich ra Anh van do nha van
James Banerian ¢ San Diego, California, Hoa ky, cho dang tai trong tap
Vietnamese Short Stories, d3 xut ban. Ban dich tht ba 1a cia mot tac gia o
Tay Dtrc. Va ban dich thir tu ciing ra tiéng Phap 1a ciia Phan Thé Hong véi
su hop tac cua Danielle Linais ¢ Vi¢t Nam.

Truyén Ba Con Caéo, ciing theo nha xuét ban Vin Ngh¢, dugc nha van
L& van Hoan ¢ San Francisco dich ra tiéng Anh va da doat gidi nhat truyén
ngan quoc té & Manila, Phi luat tan.

4.- TAc pham chua xuit ban

Nhiing feuilletons viét va dang bao dudi but hiéu khac trong thoi gian
1951-1954 khong duoc tac gia cho xuat ban. Sau 1960 nhiéu feuilletons ky
but hiéu BNL ciing khong duoc xuat ban. Khoang 6 tiéu thuyét dugc cac
nha xuit ban chon lya dé in nhung 16t cude da khong thuc hién va ciing
khong tra lai ban thao. Noi chung khoang ba bon chuc feuilletons di dang
tron ven trén bao nhung chua dugc in thanh sach.



Nha Vian Binh Nguyén Loc ¢ 15

Theo Nguyén Q. Thing (nha xuit ban Van Hoc Ha Noi) thi t6i nim
1973 BNL con 32 tac pham chua in thanh sach:

1-Phu Sa;

2-Nguy Khoi;

3-Poi Giay Cii Chir Phan;
4-Thuyén Trudng Song Lo;
5-Ma Van Chua Ngudi Hinh Bong Cii;
6-Nguoi San Ao Anh;

7-Subi Poi Lot;

8-Trir La Bén Cij;

9-Bon X¢é Rao;

10-C6 Sau Nam Vang;

11-Mbt Chuyén Ra Khoi;
12-Trong Thuy — Mi...Duong;
13-Sé Poan Ctia Pan Ong;

14-Luat Rimg (Téng Dién:nhan dé dau tién c6 1& 1a Luat Rimg Xanh khi
con dang bao);

15-Cudng Ca Thé Ky;

16-Béng Ma D1 Vang;
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17-Gai Mg;
18-Khi Chim Lia T6 lanh;
19-Ngb 25;
20-Hot Com Ngo6 Chaa;
21-Ludi Dao Cun;
22-Con Khi Dot Tro Xiéc;
23-Con Quy Ban Trua;
24-Quat M6 Nguoi Dep;
25-Ngudi Pep Bén Ninh Kiéu;
26-Budi Bién Hoa;
27-Giu Tan Pay Long;
28-Quang Trung Du Bic;
29-X6m Dé Bb (Tong Dién:khi ding béo ¢ tira 1a Xom Dé Po);
30-Hai Kiép Nha To;
31-Muo6n Triéu Nam Xua;

32-Hb Phach Thoi Gian.
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Theo thién y thi con s6 thuc su con cao hon nita. Chéng han nhu t61
vua phat hién ra feuilleton co6 tua la Thiéu Nit Gau Gau dang trén nhat
bdo SONG MANH ¢ Saigon vao nim 1970, ma khong ¢ bai viét nao cé
ghi truyén ndy trong ban liét ké. Nhu vay, c6 nhiéu kha niang 1a mot sb
feuilletons ciia BNL da bi c4c nha viét van hoc su quén mét hodc khong
tim thay.

5.- Tac pham viét & hai ngoai

1- Stra Sai C6 St I (vé Viét Nam) dai 177 trang ddnh may.

2- Stra Sai C6 Str II (vé Pong Nam A) dai 214 trang danh may. Ca hai
quyén trén day déu duoc ky but hiéu H6 Van Huan (tc 1a anagramme cua

T6 Vin Tuin)

3- Truong Giang Ctru Long dang trén VIET NAM NHAT BAO duoc it
nhat 13 93 sb thi BNL qua doi.
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NHA VAN BINH-NGUYEN LOC (1914-1987)
P6 Hiru Phuong

1- TIEU SU”;

Nha vin Binh-Nguyén Loc (BNL) tén that 1a T6 Vian Tuan, sanh ngay
7-3-1915 tai lang Tan Uyén (tr nam 1920 tr¢ di thanh quan ly ctia quan Tan
Uyén), tong Chanh M¥ Trung, tinh Bién Hoa, thudc dong bang song Pong
Nai, Nam Viét. That ra BNL sanh ra it nhirt [a mQt nam truéde ngay ghi trong
gidy khai sanh, nghia 1a sanh vao nam 1914. Ong sinh ra va 16n 1én trong
mot ngdi nha da c6 mudi doi song canh bo song Dong Nai. Chinh hinh anh
dong song Pong Nai da di vao ngoi bat ctua 6ng va di giup ong chat liéu
dé hoan tat nhiéu tac pham. Than phu la 6ng T6 Phuong Sam, than mau 1a
ba Duong Thi Me¢o.

Binh-Nguyén Loc 1a but danh cua nha tho T6é Van Tuan. C6 ngudi cho
rang, nha van di ldy tén cia qué huong minh lam bat danh véi 16i giai
thich: Binh-Nguyén 1a dong bang, cai bang phang phi nhiéu hién hoa cia
qué huong. Loc 1a Nai; tén mot loai thi hién lanh dep d&. Nai hién dong
bang chi mudn duoc séng ém dém gitra co biéc, hoa thom noi qué me.
Binh-Nguyén Loc c6 nghia 1a Pong Nai.

Tir ndam 1919-1920 6ng theo hoc chit nho véi mot ong do trong lang.
Truong hoc chi 1a mot 1éu tranh. Sau dé ong hoc truong Tiéu hoc & Tan
Uyén vao nhitng nim 1921-1927. Nam 1928 dng ¢ nha luyén Phéap van dé
thi vao Trung hoc (Enseignement primaire supé€rieur) Pétrus Truong Vinh
Ky ¢ Saigon, roi tir 1929-1933 6ng theo hoc trung hoc nay va dau bang
Thanh Chung (Diplome dEtudes Primaires Supérieures) vao nim 1933.
Ro1 truong Pétrus Ky ong thi vao ngach tho ky hanh chanh nhung hon
mot nim sau moi duoc tuyén dung, vi lac d6 thé gidi dang ¢ thoi ky kinh
té khung hoang. Ban dau ong phuc vu tai Kho Bac Thu Dau Mot, r6i sau
d6 thuyén chuyén xuéng Kho Bac Saigon, sau nay duoc cai danh 12 Tong
Ngan Khé. Nam 1944, BNL binh than kinh nén xin nghi dai han khong
lwong, va tir 46 vé sau khong tro lai voi nghé cong chire nira. Thoi gian
1970-1975 6ng lam hoi vién Ho1 Béng Van Hoa Giao Duc Viét Nam. .
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Ong lap gia dinh v&i ba Duong Thi Thiét. Ong ba c¢6 nim ngudi con la: To
Duong Hi¢p (1935), T6 Hoa Duong (1937), T6 Loan Anh (1939), T6 M¥y
Hanh (1940), va T6 Vinh Phuc (1947).

Tan cu vé qué nam 1945, BNL hoi cu vé quan Lai Thiéu tinh Thi Dau
Mot vao cudi ndm 1946, ba nim sau ong xudng Saigon dan than vao budc
duong cam but va cu ngy han ¢ d6 t6i nam 1985. Thang 10 ndm ndy oéng
duoc xut ngoai theo chuong trmh doan tu gia dinh. Ong sang My dinh cu
¢ Rancho Cordova, mdt c1ty nam trong thu pht Sacramento cta Tiéu bang
California Hoa ky va tir tran & d6 ngay 7-3-1987 vi binh huyét ap cao. Ong
duoc an tang ngay 14-3-1987 tai nghia trang Sunset Lawn.

2- SINH HOAT VAN NGHE.

But danh Binh-Nguyén Loc da tré thanh mot hién tuong cua gidi viét
vin Saigon. Bang suy nghi va cai nhin vé cudc séng tinh té ciia minh,
BNL d3 sang tac hang loat tac phdm luu dau trén van dan thoi by gio.
Tap Huong Gi6 Dong Nai, khoi thao tir ndm 1935 va hoan thanh vao nim
1942, nhung truyén ngin dau tay Di Dan Lap Ap duoc dang tai trén tudn
bao Thanh Nién tai Sai Gon nam 1943. Sau dé v6i Cau Dam dua theo
chuyén c6 tich cta lang Tan Uyén. Tap truyén Nhét Gi6 do nha xuat ban
Thoi Thé ¢ Saigon an hanh nam 1950 va trong sudt nhiéu thap nién, dng da
sang tac trén tam trim truyén ngan, trén nim muoi truyén dai va nhiéu tac
pham bién khao c6 gia tri. Nam 1952, éng chu truong tudn béo trao phiing
Tin M&i. Nam 1959, ra doi tudn béo Vui Song va nam 1960 chi truong nha
xudt ban Bén Nghé. Ong c6 chan trong Hoi Pong Vin Héa Gido Duc, Hoi
Nha Vin Viét Nam va Trung TAm Van But Viét Nam. V6i nghé bao, 6ng
khéi sy vao nam 1946, nhung dén thap nién 60, 6ng dugc moi lam chu but
nhiéu to bao & Saigon. Binh-Nguyén Loc did ¥ thirc st mang vin chuong
cua minh, 6ng dugc xem la nha van ti€u biéu ciia mién Nam Viét Nam
trude nam 1975.
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Theo tai li¢u thtr nam cua 6ng Binh-Nguyén Loc, ong T6 Hoa Duong
v6i bat hidu Tong Dién ghi lai thi tir ndm 1957, 1958 6ng cong tac véi cac
tap chi Bach Khoa, Van Héa Ngay Nay (ctia Nhat Linh) va 1am chu nhiém
tudn bao Vui Séng nim 1959. Nam 1960-1963 6ng phu trach trang vin
nghé ctia bao Tiéng Chudng, réi ndm 1964-1965 1am chi bién nhyt bao Tin
Sém.

Ttr ndm 1965-1975 6ng chuyén viét feuilleton cho cac nhut bao. Ngay
tir nhitng nam 1951, 1952, BNL d c6 viét feuilleton roi. Phan 16n nhiing
feuilletons d6 c6 cot truyén thudc loai chuyén phiéu luu, da su, v.v... va
duogc ong ky dudi bat hi¢u khac nhu Phong Ngan, Trinh Nguyén, v.v....
Pén nam 1956 BNL méi bat dau viét feuilleton c6 c¢dt truyén tinh cam va
ky bat hiéu BNL luén. Nhitng nim 1960-1975 14 thoi ky ong viét feuilleton
nhiéu nhut. Trude 1975, tap chi Van & Saigdn c6 dang bai phong van ong
do Nguyén Nam Anh, tirc nha vian Nguyén Xuan Hoang, thuc hién. Pap
cau hoi « Ong co6 phai 1a nha van c6 tiéu thuyét ding nhiéu ¢ cac nhat bao
khong ? », BNL cho biét 1a vao nam 1957 6ng viét 11 feuilletons mdi ngay,
nhung sau d6 chinh Lé Xuyén va An Khé méi 1 nhing tac gia dan dau vé
s6 luong feuilletons. An Khé c6 nam viét téi 12 feuilletons mdi ngdy, mot
con s ma theo BNL chua ai vuot qua ndi. Riéng theo tri nhé cua t6i thi
khoang thoi gian BNL viét feuilleton nhiéu nhurt 1a 1962-1969.

Binh-Nguyén Loc khong chi 1a mot nha van, sang tic nhiéu, BNL con
duogc biét dén vai tu cach 12 mot nha nghién ctru. Ong da c6 cong chu giai
nhiéu tac pham vin chuong cb dién Viét Nam nhu: Van Chiéu Hon, Tiéc
Thay Duyén Tén, Phan Tan ( Nguyén Du), Ty Tinh Khic ( Cao B4 Nha),
Thu Da L Hoai Ngam (Pinh Nhat Than). Nhitng cong trinh nghién ctru
“Lot Tran Viét Ngit”, dic biét 1a tac pham “ Ngudn Géc Mi Lai Cua Dan
Toc Viét” dugc sy chu y cua gidi khoa hoc. Mac du con c6 nhiing luan
diém trong cong trinh nghién ctru ctia ong chd sy thdm dinh cua lich sit,
nhung nhitng déng gop dé rat dang tran trong.
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Tirndm 1975-1985 6ng nam nha, khong tham gia cac sinh hoat x4 hoi va
vin nghé véi Iy do bi binh kiét strc va huyét ap cao. Ong dinh cu & My tir
thang 10 nim 1985, binh d& nhiéu nhung chua binh phuc han. Tuy nhién,
ong da viét lach tro lai va dang bao nhiéu bai viét thudc cac thé loai truyén
ngan, hdi ky, tleu thuyet ‘im biét”, “vé nguodn”, ngon nglr hoc, dan tdc
hoc, v.v.... Mot s6 tiéu thuyét ciia ong dang duoc viét va dang bao do dang
thi 6ng qua doi ngay 7-3-1987. Nhitng ban thdo chua dang bao con dugc
gia dinh ong luu giit nhung phan 16n da thét lac.

3-TAC PHAM

Téac pham di duoc xut ban trong nhitng nim :1950: Nhét Gio, 1959:
Do Doc, 1960: Ky Thac, 1962: Nhén Chd Mbi Ai, Di Viéng Doi Xua,
1963: X6 Ngi Birc Tuong Réu, Bi Mat Cua Nang, Ai An Thau Ngin Cho
Dai Tiéc Thuong, Bong Ai Qua Ngoai Song Cira, Hoa Hau B Pao, Mdi
Tinh Cubi Cung, Nira Bém Trang Sup, Tam Trang Hong. 1965: Ping Hoi
Tai Sao, Mua Thu Nhé Tam, 1966: Tinh Dat, Nhitng Budc Lang Thang
Trén He Phd Cua Ga Binh-Nguyén Loc. 1967: Mot Nang Hai Chang ( quay
thanh phim Hong Yén nam 1972), Quan Tai Heo, Tham Ling, Trim Nh¢
Ngan Thuong, Udng Lon Thude Tién, Nu Cuoi Nude Mit Hoc Tro. 1968:
Pén Can Gio, Diém Phuong, sau Dém B6 Rap. 1969 Cudng Rin Chua Lia,
Khi Tir Thirc V& Tran, Nhin Xuan Ngudi Khac, Mon No Thiéng Liéng.
1971: Ngudn Goc M Lai cia Dan Toc Viét Nam. 1972: Lot Tran Viét Ngir,
C6i Am Noi Quan Cay Duong, Lir Poan Mong Pen.

Nhitng tac pham chua in thanh sach: Phu Sa, Nguy Khéi, Doi Giay Cii
Chit Phan, Thuyén Truéng Song L6, Ma Van Chua Nguéi Hinh Béng Ci,
Nguoi San Ao Anh, Sudi Déi Lét, Trir La Bén Cii, Bon Xé Rao, C6 Sau
Nam Vang, Mot Chuyén Ra Khoi, Trong Thuy, Mi Puong, S& Poan Cua
Pan Ong, Luat Rung, Cudng Ca Thé Ky, Béng Ma Di Viang, Gai Me, Khi
Chim Lia T Lanh, Ngo 25, Hot Com Ngo Chuaa, Ludi Dao Cun, Con Khi
DPot Tro Xiée, Con Qui Ban Trua, Quat Mb Nguoi Bep, Nguoi Bep Bén
Ninh Kiéu, Budi Bién Hoa, Dau Tan Pay Long, Quang Trung Du Bic,
X6m Pé Bo, Hai Kiép Nha To, Muén Triéu Nam Xua, H6 Phach Thoi
Gian... va con nhiéu truyén viét feuilleton trén cac bao. Ong va trudng nam
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1a bac si chuyén khoa tdm than T6 Duong Hiép, giam d6c bénh vién tam
than Bién Hoa, viét chung tac pham vé y hoc Khinh Tam Binh & sang tac
van ngh¢, nhung bac si T6 Duong Hi¢p mat nam 1973 nén khong xuat ban.

Tac pham viét tai hai ngoai: Stra Sai C6 Str 1 ( viét vé Viét Nam), Stra
Sai C6 Str 2 ( viét vé Pong Nam 4), Trudng Giang Ctru Long (ddng trén
Viét Nam nhat bao), P X6 Vao Nam (dang trén Vi¢t Nam nhat béo), Hon
Viét Lac Loai, Ca Phé Om tai Thanh Phd HO Chi Minh (ding trén bao Phu
Nir Tiéu Thuyét ¢ Cali), Séng Van Poi Chd, Néu Toi Nhé Ky ...

4- TAM HON TRONG VAN CHUONG

Binh-Nguyén Loc vira lam van vira lam bao trong chu quyén cia riéng
minh, hoan toan ty do va doc 1ap véi moi thé lyc tién bac va chinh trj. BNL
cho biét, trong tat ca nhitng gi da viét, ong thich nhét ba cudn: Nhitng Budc
Lang Thang Trén Hé Phé Cua G Binh-Nguyén Loc, Cubng Run Chua
Lia, Ty Vét Tam Linh. Nhét Gi6 13 tac pham rat hay ctia BNL, tac gia viét
truyén Nhét Gi6 voi thai do ndng nhiét yéu doi ciia mot ngudi nhd qué, nhd
dan toc. ba gén lién véi mién qué, lam ban vo1 dan qué. Van chuong Binh-
Nguyen Loc déu  mang hoi tho cua cudc song thoi dai, mang dam khong khi
dat va ngudi mién Nam trong cai thud tién nhan khai hoang, mé& cdi. Van
chuong cta ong thudng thim dam tinh yéu qué huwong, xt so, dé cao von
vin hod truyén thong cua dan toc, ca ngoi nhitng pham chat cao quy da gitp
dan toc ton tai va phat trién trong sudt chiéu dai lich st du tranh bén bi.
“Con Tam Cu Lan” 1a mot trong nhitng truyén ngin xuét sic cia BNL, tiéu
biéu cho khuynh huéng nghé thuat cta ong, chan chira tinh yéu qué huong
xtr s6. Con Tam cu 1an 13 nhan vat chinh cta truy¢én, nhan vat néy duoc
BNL dyng 1én dé dién ta cho tu tudng ctia minh. Hay noi cach khéac, hinh
tugng con Tam ct 1an trong truyén chinh 1a mot phan hién than cia BNL. O
truyén ngin “Con Tam Cu Lan” ndi nhd qué hwong méanh liét ciia con Tam
da tré thanh mot ndi 4m anh, day dat dugc BNL lya chon dé phat ngén cho
tu twong minh. Hoai niém cua BNL 1 hoai niém ctia mot nguoi séng o d6
thanh ludén mang n6i nhé vé chdn thon qué. Boi theo BNL, thon qué méi
dang dé cho nguoi ta nhd. Nhd tir mui rom ra, mui khéi dét ddng, nhé tir
con dc gao chang dang gia gi.... Song, d6 méi 1a qué xu dich thue, 1a cai
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dé nguoi ta dang nhd. Tho ngoi, mui vi, cude sdng, nép sinh hoat cia viing
ddng bang song Pong nai, song Ctru long...1a dé tai, 1a ngudn cam hing
dudng nhu khong bao gior can cho nhiing trang viét cua Binh-Nguyén Loc.
Ong thudng néi “van toi bat ngudn tir nhirng canh dep v6i qué huong va
xudt phat tir 10ng nhd nhung tha thiét cta t6i véi nd”. Tinh cam va 10ng nhd
nhung tha thiét ma nha vin nhic dén ay con 1 nguyén nhan dé vin chuong
ong hudéng dén viéc luu gitr hinh anh con nguoi va nhitng gia tri van hod
ving dong bang mién Nam trong vong chay mai miét cua thoi gian.

Trong mdi quan hé Vé’i tu nhién bao gém dat dai, séng nudc, rudng
vuon, cdy co, thoi tiét ning mua...BNL luon ludn cho rang dat 1a tinh yéu
sdu ning nhat ctia con ngudi. Tap quan, nep sinh hoat & mot nudc nong
nghiép lau doi duong nhu di dn sau trong tiém thirc cia nguoi dan. Nhiing
nhan vat trong truyén ngin ciia BNL du trong canh ngd nio ciing mo udc
c6 mot gia dinh ém 4m, hanh phuc. Ngay ca voi ngudi ngoai gia dinh, ho
cling dé dai, gan gui theo kiéu nguoi trong nha hon 13 gifr 18 nghi, phép tac.
Soi day lién h¢ glua nguol v6i nguoi trong cong dong 4y chinh 1a nghla
tinh bat ky ho & dang cap, V1 tri ndo. Nhan vat trong nhiing truyén ngin ctia
ong 1 biéu hiéu cta cudc sdng da dang, phong phu va cho quan niém dao
duc xa hoi.

Trong truyén Cuong Ran Chua Lia, BNL 1y giai rang con ngudi khong
bao glo quén cdi nguon du da gia, du song cach Xa van dam v&i noi sinh ra
thi cudong rin cua ho van khong lia dat me, van gan két tu nhién mat thiét
v6i qué huong. D6i voi BNL, con nguoi 1am sao ¢ thé doan tuyét véi gia
dinh, nhét 13 v6i nhitng ngudi thén qué, rudt thit co lién quan dén huyét
thdng ctia minh, lam sao c6 thé quay lung voi qua khi, nhét 1a khi qua khir
d6 con c6 kha ning tiép strc cho thuc tai. Truyén dai ndi tiéng nhét cua
Binh-Nguyén Loc va ciing 13 tac pham tiéu biéu cho su nghiép vin chuong
ctia dng 1a cudn Do Doc da duoc giai nhat vian chuwong toan qudc nam 1959.
Do Doc 14 birc tranh x4 hoi mién Pong Nam vao gitra thap nién 1950. Cudn
tiéu thuyét tam 1y thanh cong PO Doc nodi vé cude song di dan nguoc xudi
nhu nhimg chuyén do doc ctia 6ng ba Nam Thanh cing bén ¢6 con gai:
Huong, Hong, Hoa, Qua. Gia dinh ndy dang gip phai hdi sa sat, khong giai
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quyét ndi doi song & d6 thanh, ho danh rat lui vé vudn theo quyét dinh cta
nguoi gia trudng. Po 1a mot sy hy sinh 16m cua bon ¢6 gai tung dugc an hoc
va quen song thi thanh nhat la ca bon c6 déu dén tudi lay chong.

Nu cuo1 cd1 mo va thai do xué xoa, gian di, cﬁng la ca tinh cua nguoi
mién Nam trong nha vin BNL. Ong Vlet nhiéu, viét nhanh vé tit ca nhiing
gl xdy ra va gan gui voi minh, khong cau ky trau chudt ti mi, ciing khong
qua hoi hot hay vi 4o tudng danh vong. Sy xuat hién cia BNL trén van dan
trong bdi canh vin chuong d6 thi mién Nam (1954-1975) di tao ra niém
tin va 4n tuong tich cuc cho ngudi doc. BNL goi lai hon dan toc, tim vé véi
ban quan qué huong, vdi doi thuong va cude song gla dinh glan di va binh
yen BNL la mot nha van phong phu. Ong dé cap dén nhiéu van deé, n01 dén
rit nhiéu canh sdng va bay to rat nhiéu thai d6. BNL con khién ta mén yéu
vi cai sa“ic thai dia phuong dém da ¢ trong tac pham. Véi BNL, chung ta c6
dip tré vé v6i rudng ddng mién Nam, chui qua cac ngo ngach cua do6 thanh,
tim dén nhirng hang quan cu, chung kién nhung nép song, nhirng thoi tuc va
nhirng con nguoi khong thé tim thay & bat cir noi nao khac. Binh-Nguyén
Loc 1a mot nha van yéu nude, ong rat dau 1ong khi dat nudce bi xam lang,
va ¢6 1& cai dau x6t nhat trong cudc doi BNL chinh 13 san pham ddi bai caa
vin hoa Tay Phuong dang 1an ludt vao vin hod truyén thong cua déan tdc.
BNL yéu mén tir can ban tinh yéu dat nudce, yéu lang qué noi chon nhau cat
ran. Trong tac pham, BNL chu truong dé cao tinh yéu qué huong, dit nudc,
thiét tha véi lich st dan tdc. Long yéu nudc cua BNL dugc thé hién qua tinh
yéu qué huong, Xt s0, yéu canh c9, yéu rudng lta, mui rom. Trong truyén
“ Nhitng Pra Con Thuong Cua Dat Me” va mot s truyén khac cia BNL
chtng minh cho diéu nay. Vi vay, 6ng vo ciing dau x6t khi thay nhirng thir
quen thudc ndy c6 nguy co bi mat, va khi c¢6 nhitng ngudi ¢b tinh lang quén
n6. Theo 6ng, cai dang nhé, cai dang sdng, dang yéu chinh 1 nhimg mién
qué thon da. Pbi voi BNL, yéu nude d6 1a mot tinh cam chir khong phai 1a
mot thir 1y ludn sudng. Long yéu nude ciing c6 thé chi 1a nhirg xtc cam,
nhirng rung dong sdu xa tir tin day sau tim hon. Véi mot tim 1ong yéu qué
huong, x1r s¢, voi mot but phap trir tinh, voi mot giong van tam tinh, hoai
niém, ngdn ngit binh dan dic trung ctia ngudi mién Nam da dé lai mot 4n
tugng tot dep trong long ngudi doc va qua do, ciing goi cho nguoi doc thém
yéu qué huong, dat nuéc minh hon, ciing nhu cang yéu thuong, trin trong
nhirng gi tri van hod truyén thong cua dén toc.
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Theo Cu Tran Cao Linh, trudc 1975, mdi khi téi gip 1a thiy Binh-
Nguyén Loc véi bd ba ba mau md ga, mai téc voi duong ngoi ré€ gitra muodn
thud va nhét 13 cap mat rat hién ma tinh nghich sau cip kinh gong vang
biéu t6 mot v& that tri thirc ma gian di. Dung mao va cu xtr ctia dng ciling
nhu cip mét va y phuc. BNL khéng kiéu cach, khong biéu 16 xuat chﬁng,
ma n6 c6 mot v& riéng rat Nai h1en rat Binh nguyén, thay yén tim ma gén
gu1 dé thuong 1am sao!. Va, van theo thién ¥, cac tac phim cta ong mdi
m01 déu mang nét tuoi sang, hom hinh tinh nghich. Biéu 16 ching d3 duoc
céu tao do mot nhan xét tlnh té cia mot khoé nhin tri thire. Va. .. ciing nhu
vin chuong van hip dan, van di ddm du chuyén qué nha hay qué ngudi cho
dén ngay chtia nhét 7 thang 3 nam 1987, bénh ap huyét da mang ong di tu
khuya r6i: “ Nai hién da bo cudc rong choi chit nghid réi”. Mot su tring
hop ngau nhién nhu dinh ménh 13 6ng sinh ndm 1914 va mat nim 1987 déu
cung ngay, cing thang, d6 1a ngay 7 thang 3. Ong tho 73 tudi. Trong gidy
phut dau 10ng khoc ban, Cu Tran Cao Linh tng khau bén cau tho:

Bac Tb thoi da thoi rdi,
Nudc may dat khach bui ngui long ta...

..Tubi gia hat I¢ nhu suong,
Ho1i dau chudce lay hai hang chtra chan.

Théi nhé! Vinh biét! Nai hién, ban thiét.

Nguoi dan mién Nam nuée Viét dd mat di mot nha van wu ta. Nguoi dan
lang Tan Uyén, noi ddng rudng lta bat ngat xanh tuoi véi nhirng rimg cay
day dic bao boc phia sau, trén nhitng ngon ddi ven rimg, vao nhitng budi
sang tinh swong, ngudi dan lang da khong tim thay Nai hién dau dan trong
bay nai tu do rong choi nira. Nai hién da roi bo binh nguyén me lia cudng
run ra di....Cudc doi Binh-Nguyén Loc nhu chuyén “Po Doc” thim duom
nghia tinh ctia qué huong.

P4 Hiru Phwong
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Binh-Nguyén Loc
Mot nhéan si trong lang van

Néam 1969, tap chi Khoi hanh (0 Sa1 Gon, s 24, ra ngay 9-10-1969) hoi
Binh-nguyén Loc: “Ong dang viét cudn truyén thir bao nhiéu ciia 6ng?
Binh-nguyén Loc dap: “Toi dang viét truyén tha nhurt®.

Cudn truyén thir nhit cua Binh-nguyén Loc, 6ng khoi thao tir ndm 1935,
nam ong hiam mét tudi. Tée cudn Huong gid Béng Nai. Ban thao thit lac
trong thoi chién tranh, trong nhu'ng cudc tan cu hdi ha. May chyc nam sau,
ong vira thir viét lai vira 6 ging tim ban thao xua; ong rao tim trén mit béo,
kéu goi sy gitip do cua nguoi hdo tam tir xar. Cho téi khi qua do1 & My nam
1987, tirc 52 nam sau, tic pham no van chua tim lai duoc, van chua viét lai
xong. Pong Nai 1a mot moi ban tam sudt doi ctia Binh-nguyén Loc. Dong
ho 6ng van gitt duoc ban gia pha muoi doi. Sinh sdng & dat Tan Uyén, mot
lang bén con song Pong Nai. Muoi doi ké dén 1965 (luc dng tra 16 cudc
phong van ctiia Ngu I) thi dén doi chau 6ng hién nay da thanh ra mudi hai
doi, tirc d6 ba trim nam; vay to tién ong thudc 16p nhitng di dan dau tién
vao Nam lap nghiép.

Béng Nai la ban tam ctia mdt dong ho. Phu sa la ban tam cua ca mién
Nam. Phu sa, tac pham thir hai trong doi Binh- nguyén Loc, khoi thdo nam
1942, nham vao cong trinh mo mang bo coi Ve phuong nam, cho dén mai
tan miii Ca Mau. Tac pham 4y, dén ngay cubi cing cta ong, 45 nim sau,
viét di viét lai mai van chua xong.

Chung ta vira n6i dén hai méi ban tdm, méi ban tim thir ba cta Binh-
nguyén Loc bao trum ca dan toc. Cudn Ngudn géc Mi Lai cuia dan toc
Viét Nam duoc xudt ban nam 1971, nim sau da xuét hién ngay cudn Lot
tran Viét ngir. Ca hai déu 1a sach dd sg, doi hoi 1am cong phu, khong biét
khoi thao tir lic ndo, va cong cudc tim toi suu khao bat dau tir bao gio. Du
sao phai 1a mot thoi gian dang ké; 6ng timg than véi Vién Linh trong cudc
phong van & s6 bao Khoi hanh noi trén : “Vé ngdn ngir hoc thi that 1a bé
dau, vi t6i tu hoc, ché khong c6 vao trudng ngdn ngit nao hét, ma phai hoc
ngdt mot trim ngdn ngir thi rat khé*. Bién cb thang 5-1975 lam cho cong
trinh bi ngung lai, do dang. Nam 1985, sang dén My ong nghi ngay dén
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viéc t1ep tuc. Trong 14 thu gui chung toi viét ngdy 16-1-1986, dng cho biét
: “Sb 1a quyén Ngudn gbc Mi Lai cua toi tuy di day 950 trang, nhung that
ra thi chi 1a tome I ma théi. Tome II quan trong hon, t6i da viét xong tai
Sai Gon, nhung mang ban thao theo khong doc, thanh thr gio phai viét lai,
ma viét thudc 1ong vi tai lidu ciing khong mang theo duoc (...). S 1a trong
tome I t6i chi méi ching minh bang viéc do so va bang trich cac cb thu.
Tome II 1a sach dbi chiéu ngdn ngit, trong d6 ¢6 nhidu kham pha moi la vé
ngdn ngit hoc, ma Au My da 1am nhung khong xong.” Pau nim sau, ong
qua doi: lai mot ban tam day lau nira chua toai nguyén.

Mot chu dé khéc ciing dugc Binh-nguyén Loc tran trong. Xem qua cdc
tac pham da xuat ban cua ong, ngudi dé ¥ c6 loai duoc dng danh cho mot
su dai ngd dac bi¢t. Nhu cudn Nhirng budc lang thang tré nhé phd cua gi
Binh- Nguyen Loc, cudn Tham lang. “Lang thang trén hé phd” 1a he phd
Sai Gon déy thoi: noi 6ng di séng han tir 1949 vé sau, tirc 36 nam, nhimg
nim trudng thanh, sung stre, noi dong di trai qua gan nhu sudt cude doi hoat
dong van nghé ctia minh.

Sach thudc loai ndy — nhu ong nghi — khong dinh dang dén chuyén
thwong mai: trén doi han khong méy ai doc nd, mua né. Sach loai nay ké
viét viét vi minh, in cho minh : that it, bia khéng hé c6 mau sic loe loet.
Cudn Nhiing budc lang thang trén hé phd ciia gi Binh-nguyén Loc in dung
658 ban trén giéy dic biét ché tao tai lang Vinh Ctru, khong ¢ ban nao in
trén gidy thuong, va cam doan s& khong bao gio tai ban ! Sau cubn “Lang
thang”, cuén Tham ling ciing dugc tac gia liét cung loai: sach bia den
tréng, “ban khong b at. Nam sau nita, c6 16i rao moi doc gid don doc cudn
Thu hep thién nhién ‘s& chi in c6 569 quyén va khong bao gid tai ban*;
nhung cudn nay rdi khong thay xudt hién trén thi trudng, chang hay c6 phal
vi 1y do ban chac thiéu 6 at qua dang ma du dinh danh gac bo chang?
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“Nhirng budc lang thang* thuc ra thuéc mat thién ph(’)ng su dai, tén la
tham hiém d6 thanh. Trong “nhiing budc lang thang* éy, Binh-nguyén Loc
ca ngoi “nhitng hang me Sai Gon“, nhimg ghe thuyén, nhimg “qua dém
trén song 6ng Lanh* v.v..., voi nh&ng bai viét tir ndm 1952 Trong Tham
lang bai n6i vé “Nguoi chuot cong® kiém an trong nhiing éng cong duoi
10ng thanh phé da dang bao tir 1950. Vay Sai Gon cling 1a mot ap u trong

10ng tac gia qua nhiéu thap ky.

Nhé qué 1a mot ap u khac nira. Nha Vin Nghé ¢ California tai ban cudn
Cudng rin chua lia nam 1987 véi 16 ndi dau (t6i nghi 1a do chinh tac gia
soan thio), cho biét vé dé tai nay Binh-nguyén Loc timg viét t6i 17 thién
truyén ngan. Nhé qué, chir ¢ qu”’ nén hiéu rong : ddi véi ké di 1am an xt xa,
thi lang ci tinh cii 1a qué; ddi véi dan rudng di Can Tho, di Sai Gon, sinh
song, thi nong thon 1a qué, dbi véi Viét Kidu theo chong sang Phap, sang
M¥ &, thi nude Viét Nam 1a qué, d6i véi dan thuong hd 1énh dénh trén song
nudce rap ron, thi mat dat 1ién 13 qué v.v...Qué thi vui, thi qui, thi thuong
khong biét dé dau cho hét, thi nhd da diét khong nguéi dugc. Lira reo trong
bép thi vui, nudc mua tran dong thi vui; xa dit thay thém mui dat; xa xt bat
dugc mui nude mam, mui huong hanh kho c4 thi ... xao xuyén ca tdm tinh
v.v...Tbi c6 cam tudng nhimng cau chuyén nhu thé, trong mot doi, tir ndm
no sang nam kia, ong Binh-nguyén Loc khong chi dem ra viét c6 muoi bay
cai truyén nho dau. E hon thé. C6 dip kiém diém k¥, e con gip thém nhiéu.

Trong doi Binh- nguyen Loc con ¢6 mot ban tdm khac nita. Ong khong
hé cb ¥ ap 1 nd, tu nd dén véi ong, day vo ong. D6 1a chimg binh than
kinh, dugc phat hién vao nam 1944. Nam sau, ong khoi binh. Nhung vao
khoang thoi gian tir 1950 dén 1964, 6ng bong trd nén kho tinh, buc tic
khac thuong, khién cudc sdng gia dinh 1im luc rat khé khan. Su kién nay
am anh 6ng. Trong nhiéu ndm 6ng suy nghi, tim hiéu vé binh than kinh.
Nguoi truéng nam cua éng — bac si Té6 Duong Hiép — chuyén vé chimg
binh nay va da ting 1 giam déc mot dudng tri vién. Hai cha con cung nhau
thuc hién mdt cong trinh bién khao mang tén Khinh tdm bénh va sang tac
vin nghé. Sach chura xuét ban thi bac si T6 Duong Hiép qua doi. Riéng ong,
Binh-nguyén Loc ting c6 nhiéu truyén vé bénh tam tri.
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Vao khoang dau thap nién 70, Nguyén Nam Anh cta tap chi Van & Sai
Gon c6 hoi Binh-nguyén Loc trong mot cude phong van vé tac pham ung
¥ nhit cua 6ng, Binh-nguyén Loc cho biét, trong tit ca nhitng gi da viét,
ong thich nhat ba cudn : Nhitng budc lang thang trén hé phd cua gi Binh-
nguyén Loc, Cudng ran chua lia va T}‘/ vét tam linh. “Tai chi quan t61 thay
no hay Nhung ngum khac chua chic da thiy nhu t6i. Ty vét tdm linh 1a
cubn truyén day vé mot th1eu nir bi bénh tam tri. Cung mot chi dé tam tr1
6ng con nhiéu truyén ngan. Cai cam tinh “cha quan® ciia 6ng ddi v6i cubn
truyén day kia c6 chd thuong tam.

Chung ta chac chan 1a chua kiém diém dugc moi ndi niém tam sy cua
Binh-nguyén Loc : doi c6 ai thau hét duoc long ai. Tuong khong nén tham
lam qua.
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Binh-nguyén Loc trude viét bao, roi sau 1am bao ludn. Vira viét vin vira
lam bao 1a mot do1 qué ban ron, ma sy thi€t thoi thuong khi thudc vé phia
nha vin. Ngudi ta van c6 cam tudng rang cai vin cai truyén viét dang bao,
viét trong hdi ha, e chiang qua 1a moén tiéu khién, hoi hot. Béo chi lién hé
v6i thoi su, khong phai thir dé doi.

O Binh-nguyén Loc — nhu dé thay — kh()ng phai thé. Cai 6ng viét ra he‘mg
ngay trén bao ma 1a cai tiéu khién u 2- La tam long ong day. La nhu‘ng thiét
tha mot do1 ctia dng day La nhirng gi van theo dudi ong tir ndm no dén nim
kia khong budng tha ddy.

Binh-nguyén Loc 1a mot tac gia nghiém chinh. Ong duoc kinh trong.

Nam 1974, trén tai chi Thoi tap (6 Sai Gon, sb ra ngdy 10-10-74) Son
Nam c6 néi vé viée 6ng mua mot cudn sach cii cua Binh-nguyén Loc: cudn
Nhét gid. “Quyén nay in 3.000, gan mot phan tu thé ky rdi, chic 1a di hao
mon, mat mat, ngudi choi sach hoa ching con gitr & Sai Gon nay chimng
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mudi quyén 13 nhidu. Chung t6i may man c6 mot quyén, mua cach day bon
nam & hi¢u ban sach cii voi gia dac biét cua loai sach ¢ sach qui. Nam
1950, sach ghi ban 18d00. Chung t61 mua lai 600d.00 voi cai bia da nat.
Mua dé 1am gi? Mén mo Binh-nguyén Loc 1a mot 18...”

Mén md Binh-nguyén Loc khong phai chi nhitng ngudi cung xu, tudi
dang dan em, nhu Son Nam. Trong s6 quen biét ban bé, giao du vé vin
nghé véi Binh-nguyén Loc tir 1au ¢6 Xuan Diéu, Huy Can, D6 Dirc Thu,
Mic D3, Nguyén Vin Bong. .., ké Bic nguoi Trung, trong thoi tao loan co
ké dung vé bén kia chién tuyén. Sau thang 5-1975, Xuan Diéu dén thim
Binh-nguyén Loc hai lan lai nha ; Nguyén Vin Bdng ciing con di lai.

Anh chi em can bit trong Nam th1 chéc 14 s6 ngudi than véi 6 ong tat phai
nhiéu hon, nhu'ng to1 khong thiy can dong dai. Chi xin chu ¥ dén nhiing
nha van cac mién ngoal nhat 1 ngoai Bic. O do, cai biét vé cac hoat dong
van hoc trén phan dit Nam Ky cii rat 1a so sai. Theo su phac giac cua
Nguyén Vin Trung gan diy, bd mon tiéu thuyét xut hién & trong nam sém
hon ngoai Béc chimg ba, bén chuc nim. Vii Ngoc Phan khong hé biét; ong
néi vé Nguyén Ba Hoc, Pham Duy Tén...nhu nh&ng nguoi di tién phong,
ma khong ké dén nhung Lé Hoang Muu, Nguyén Chanh Séc, Truong Duy
Toan, Tran Chanh Chiéu v.v.. Sau 16p tién phong, dén 16p nha vin tién
chién cac cay but trong Nam cung khong dugc chu y bao nhiéu. Trong bo
Nha van hlen dai ¢6 79 tac gia, gbc Nam Ky cii duoc 4 nguoi. (O hai quyén
4 va 5, ndi vé& cac bd mon sang tac, thi khong co ngudi Nam nao). Trong
Thi nhan Viét Nam ctia Hoai Thanh va Hoai Chan c6 46 tac gia, ngudi Nam
chi duoc mét cip 6ng ba Song Ho. Sau 1945, mién Bic chi quan tim dén
nhirng cdy but di gia nhap vao hang ngii chinh tri ctia ho. Thanh thir su két
giqo clia cc tén tudi Bic Trung vira ké v6i Binh-nguyén Loc 14 trudng hop
hiém.

Ngoai ra, Binh-nguyén Loc con dugc Nhét Linh chon moi cong tac vao
to tap chi ong chu trvog & Sai Gon sau Geneéve. Nam 1952, méi tir Huong
Cang vé Sai Gon, Nhit Linh da nhan Binh-nguyén Loc dén gip minh tai
nha tro bay gid ¢ duong Lé Vin Duyét (Phong van cta 18 Phuong Chi, Tin
sach sb 32, thang 2-1965).
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Mot thic mic c6 thé dugc néu ra : Liéu c6 thé bao rang nhimg mdi giao
hitu, nhitng sy chon lwa no ddi v6i Binh-nguyén Loc 14 cin ctr trén cac uu
tu lam co s& cho van nghi¢p mot tac gla nghlem chinh khong ? C6 phai ai
tiép xtic v6i Binh-nguyén Loc ciing dé ¥ dén cac hoai bao 4m tham cua 6ng,
va qui trong né?

— Khéng phai ching ta vira kham pha ra diéu bi an nao bat ngd noi Binh-
nguyén Loc dau! Trude ching ta miy chuc nam, cic phong van vién Ngu
f, Nguyén Nam Anh, Vién Linh, vi ndo dén véi Binh-nguyén Loc déu biét,
déu co6 dé cap xa gan dén tic pham dau tién luén am anh 6ng. TAt nhién ho
khong biét hét moi hoai bao ctia Binh-nguyén Loc. Thi ciing nhu chung ta!

— Nhung nhiing hoai bao cao qui ¢6 lam nén gia tri mot tac gia hay mat
tac pham van chuong chang?

— bo 1a mot nghi van loi hai. Trim nam truéc Oscar Wilde da noi chic
nich : “There is no such thing as a moral or an immoral book. Books are
well written, or badly written.” Sach chi c6 sach hay vé6i sach dé thoi, can
gi biét toi chuyén cao qui véi khong cao qui ? Nhung chung ta séng trong
mot truyén théng van hoa khac. O ta, dén nhu cu Nguyén Du ma van ting
diéu dimg mot thoi vi cai gid tri dao 1y ctia cudn Kiéu, hudng chi nhiing
phan hén nhu chung ta. Mac du cht’mg ta da xa thoi Nguyén Du, du céc
quan ni¢m van hoc Tay phuong da phd bién rong rai, nhung phai nhan rang
anh hudng cua truyen théng van con : Déi véi sach ngoai chuyen sach hay
sach do & ta van 1dm ké luu tAm dén sach tot sach x4u; va dbi véi ngudi (tac
gta) ta van qui chudng nhiing ké kiém du tai va ... dtc, nhirng ké co6 long.
Di nhién chi qui chudng khi sach tit khong dén ndi do, ké c6 dirc khong
dén ndi bat tai.

Nhung chuyén hay do rdi s& ban sau.

00o0
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Nguoi ta dé y thiy Nhat Linh moi Binh-nguyén Loc cong tac lam béo,
nhung Nhit Linh khéng dé cir Binh-nguyén Loc vao Tu Luc vin doan,
khong dua sach 6ng vao cac nha xuit ban Phuong Giang, Doi Nay, nhu
dbi voi mot sb nha vin khac lac bay gid (Nhat Tién, Linh Bao, Nguyén
Thi Vinh, Duy Lam...). Tai sao vay? Mot cach danh gia chang? Chung ta
khong co can cir day du dé uc doan. Hay bang long voi mot ghi nhan, mot
“dé y” vay thoi.

Tu do6 lién tudng dén vai su ki¢n khéc.

Trd lai véi Son Nam, xem cach Son Nam doc sach Binh-nguyén Loc.
Ong mua cuon Nhot gi6 vé6i céi gia da gap 33 lan nguyén gia, 1 do thix
nhat 13 vi long mén mo (101 voi tac gid (nhu 6ng da n01) Ly do thu hai la
dbi v6i tac pham: “1a mudn c6 sén trong ti mot quyen sach c6 cong dung
thiét thuc. Cong dung gi? (...) Ching t6i doc Nhét gié dé tim mot vai phut
lang lang (...) Thé nao 1a lang lang? (...) .Mubn thudng thirc Nhét gi6 thi
nén lat ra, doc mot vai hang, hodc vai chuc hang dé rdi xép lai. Hoac bo vai
chuc trang, doc mot doan cho vui. Nguoi doc khong phai ¢ ging, chiu cuc
dé theo dai nhon vat hoic suy nghl g1 ca. Xin gidi thi€u vai doan (...). Co
doc Nhét gié khi ndo minh thay thiéu thon mot chat huong vi quen than.
Séach chi day c6 200 truong, doc lai rai chimg mot thang 1a hét, nhung thinh
thoang doc lai nam ba hang, tinh co, lai théy vui va moi.

N6 giong nhu ca dao, nhiing cau ca dao bang van xud6i.” (Thoi tap, Sai
Gon, so da dan.)

Vai doan Son Nam dem ra gidi thi¢u 1a mot doan noi vé canh rung dau
16ng cao 16ng khong, 14 kho rom rép dudi chan ngudi, ong kéu vi v nhu
mudn ngan nguoi trc‘) chuyén trén ngon ciy. Va doan nita 1a vé mot anh
chang xa que nhé vé lang qué, nhé nhimg budi dau dong gi6 bac ¢ rimg vé
bay theo by tu hi, nhitng chiéu ddu mua mua gié ndm tir bién vao rii doc
duong bay bong 1ong mit tring min nhu to troi. ..

Ca thang troi, Son Nam doc tirng doan nhu thé, va ong lang lang. Thi ra
ong c6 doc truyén dau! Tay cam cuon truy¢n, ong doc ca dao!
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Nhu thé, Son Nam qua 1 tay sanh sdi. Ong Cao Huy Khanh ong Nguyén
Vian Sam doc truyen ctiia Binh-nguyén Loc, va khong miy vira long Ong
Cao kéu vé cai “cé tinh wa thich sy phan tich I luan bac tap rong vé bé mit
nhung thiéu chiéu sau”. Ong Nguyén ciing bao “Ong (Binh-nguyén Ldc)
giai thich qua nhiéu 1an, nén ngudi doc dé chan, ngudi ta doc tudng minh
doc sach hoc hon 13 dang thudng thirc mot sang tac pham.” (Tap chi Vin
hoc, Hoa Ky, s6 18, thang 7-1987). Hay vi gip nhau & cai cha tim giang
giai, thuyét phuc, noi Binh-nguyén Loc.

Hai vi da bat ding mot trong vai chd nhuoc ctia Binh-nguyén Loc. Mot
chd nira 1a cdt truyén. Lay kmh nghi¢m sang tac cua mmh ong khuyén
cac ban tré dung nghe 161 mot s6 cac nha phé binh ma ngh1 rang cot truyén
hay thi lam mat gia tri cta truyén. (Thoi tap, Sai Gon, sé di dan). Co nha
phé binh nao bao vay khong? Du sao Binh-nguyén Loc 1a mot tac gié t6t
bung, 6ng chudng loai truy¢n hay vi truyen (d1 nhién cung hay luon vé cac
phuong dién khac). Truyén nhleu tinh tiét hip dan, 16i cudn, doc van thich;
ong tir té voi doc gia, ong mudn doc gia huong nhidu khoai tra.

RO6t cude Ong lam luy vao hai cai ay: truyén ron rang tinh tiét va nang
giang giai

Vé cai giang giai khoi can dong dai: mot su kéu troi rap rang cta hai vi
Cao — Nguyén vira 16i da du. Giang 1am chi chit ha? Tiéu thuyét gia nao
c6 phai 1a thy c6 cta ai dau, doc gia tim dén cudn truyén nao c6 ¥ hoc hoi
gi ddu ma tr dung ha nguoi ta xung phan hoc tro cho ngudi ta i 6i tham
thuong!

Con vé tinh tiét ron rang, co thé chon mot thi du noi cudn Do doc ma ong
cao Huy Khanh cho 13 “sy thanh c6ng duy nhét va qua hiém hoi” cua Binh-
nguyén Ldc. Bén chi em Huong, Héng, Hoa, Qua déu chua chéng, cac co
d3 qua mudn, cha me da liy 1am lo. Lai gip canh roi Sai Gon vé tinh nho,
cha me cang lo thém. Chot c6 tai nan xe xay dén ngay truéc nha. Trong
mdt dém, ca bdn chi em ndi dudi tro chuyén vdi nan nhan, la anh Long. ROi
bon chi em cung yeéu. R6i hai chi em ndi nhau ty tr vi tinh. Rdi ba chi em
lai xim nhau léy chéng. Su viéc sao ma don dap, ma rup rup, ngoan muc
qua chirng. Ciing ngoan muc nhu chuyén yéu duong c6 day gai that gat, co
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dén pin bo thi cia mot chang trai Sai Gon, trong Ty vét tam linh. Lai ciing
ngoan muc nhu chuyén anh chang Bui An Khuong trong truyén “Theém
nguoi” bi that tinh, di tra thu tinh, vao rimg, bi con khi cai bat, cip nach
nhay vun vut nén cac ngon cay, dém dém troi chang 1én canh cay, ban ngay
hal trai ngam day mom dem vé nudi chang, nudi dé ma ... hiép. Chang trai
song riét véi khi dén gan mat hinh ngudi.

Chung ta c6 cam tudng ong Binh-nguyén Loc c¢6 hao ¥ mudn lam vui
nguoi doc. Hao y khong thude vé nghé thuat.

00o0

Giang giai la mot quan tam vé ¥ nghla cbt truyen ly ky 1a méi quan tdm
gay thich thu. Y nghia néu cao xa, dién bién néu ngoan muc, xem qua biét
10i ciing s& mat 1y do thu hut. Trong khi d6 vai cdu bang quo, chang han:

“A1 vé Giong Dtra qua trudng
G106 run bong say dé budn cho em”™

lai c6 thé hat di hat lai hoai van con strc kich dong. Ong Son-Nam bo
qua cac khoan kia, nhady vot qua tung doan sach, chon doc nhirng cau “ca
dao” trong truyén Binh-nguyén Loc, cho nén sach cii mot phan tu thé ky
van thay hay.

Cai nhuoc kia VO’1 cai uu nay cung cua ong Binh- nguyen Loc ca. Va déu
do nhirng ban tam ap u mot doi cua ong ca. Dleu 4p 0 ma nong long dem
ra phan g1a1 qué 16 liéu thanh hong. Nbi long ap 1l ma tiém an tan cdi siu
trong tAm hon hoic kin dao boc 19, hodc bat than xuit hién khong chu tim
lai gay xtic dong, lai lam nén gia tri ngh¢ thuat.

Canh rimg dau 16ng ong kéu v vii (“Thém nguoi”) canh nhing chiéc
ghe thuong hd dau kinh Tau Hu, nhimng chiéc ghe tir cac mién Ba Thic,
DPong Nai... 1én, trén mui chung vai ba cdy canh, trudc mui mot con heo
dung ngo ngac nhin bo (...), nhitng chiéc ghe kham L hang hoa, tha phan
nguoi vo hién cham nuoi con dai, va bd ngd nhu moét chi nha qué lac 1ong
vao thanh phd (“Séng 6ng Lanh™); canh mia mwa nudc dang ngoai dong,
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dom dom dau nghet 14 cay, chép nhay budn thé thiét, canh hai ba gio khuya
thirc giéc, ct tiéng hu chi em ban Véy doan chin chi muoi chi cung di cho
vui khong quén ndi (“Con Tam cu 14n”); chuyén nhirng ngdi cd6 md, hoic
cuia mot 6ng su hodc ciia mot ong tuoéng, phu phen ty Lo chinh doé thanh
quat Ién nay ¢ goc duong nay mai goc duong kia, nhitng ma cti bén duong
mot d6 thi nhdn nhip goi bao nhi€éu ngdm ngui (“Hui nhi ti II”) v.v..., béy
nhiéu chuyén no canh kia rai rac khip tic pham Binh-nguyén Loc. Lai con
nhu cdu chuyén ngudi cac tinh 1én Sai Gon 1am in, budi sang ngdi ¢ bén
ong Lanh udng tach ca-phé, trong ra nhimg chiéc ghe thuong hd trén séng
ma:

“Nhin ghe bong chanh tinh qué
Rung rung nudc mat tu bé nguoi dung”

lai nghi quén :

“Ghe o1, vai bira ghe vé
Nhan nguoi dudi rudng ¢6 Qui con khong?”

Ghe di ghe lai v&, nguoi xa x&r thi mon moi thang nim trén cic néo
duong d6 thanh, tu bé ngudi dung ! Nhing cai dy cling 1am 6ng Son Nam
lang lang sau duogc chir ! Nhitng cai ay, chung 1 nhitng “ca dao” 16m dom
trong truyén, trong tho, trong but ky, trong moi mén loai sang tac cua Binh-
nguyén Loc. Chung 14 cai ddu 4n phén biét tht van chuong ding béo, vin
chuong nhat trinh ctia Binh-nguyén Ldc vo1 van nhat trinh ctia bao ké khac.

Nhitng dém “ca dao” 4y da két tinh tir cai thiét tha d6i v6i qué huong,
ngudn gbc, dat dai, cai thiét tha timg 6m ap cac cong trinh Phu sa, Pong
Nai, M3 Lai v.v...trong may thap ky. Cai uu nay két hop véi cai khuyét kia
két qua thé nao? Nén cén nhic bén ning bén nhe ra sao cho phai ? Chic
chan Binh-nguyén Loc khong co ¥ cii co v6i ai, nhung c6 1an cung Nguyén
Nam Anh né6i chuyén, trudc 1975 (bai phong van dugc ding lai trén tap chi
Vin hoc, Hoa Ky, s6 18 naim 1987) 6ng di xac quyét, ciing chic nich nhu
Oscar Wilde: “Gitra tai voi dte, dirc phai hon. To1 khong phai 1a mdt nha
dao dirc chut xiu nao hét, nhung toi van trong dirc ctia nguoi khac, danh gia
ho bang dtrc chir khong bang tai, mic dau téi van quy trong tai ctia ho 1am.”
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Binh-nguyén Loc khong chiu nhan lay cho minh chut xiu dao dtrc nao,
nhung tim 10ng ctia ong chic chin 13 yéu té déng ké trong su quy trong cua
nguoi doi. Nguoi ta quy trong 6ng nhu quy trong mdt nhan si trong lang
van, cai long rong 16m ca ¢d1 Nam Ky cil.

Vo Phién
thang 5-1998
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Nhan cach Binh-nguyén Ljc

Thoi gian dau, sau khi cong san di 14y ndt dugc mién Nam 13 thoi gian
con dugc dé yén, chua bi két toi, chua bi ling bét, toi thuong sang sang mot
minh dap xe dap qua mdt Sai Gon tan nat t¢1 thim magt nha tho va mdt nha
van, ngudi trude Bic, nguoi sau Nam, ca hai déu thudc thé hé trudc to1, ca
hai déu da tén tudi 13y limg tir thoi tién chién.

Nhitng thim viéng thuong xuyén ndy cua toi, gitta Sai Gon va trong doi
doi lac d6 duge doc boi hai diéu. Mot, hai khuon mit 16n 4y cia van hoc
Mién Nam, tir quéc nan 1975, da dong kin dia chi, dung cao liiy hoa, cit
dut voi doi, khong ra khoi nha, mudn gip ho toi phai tim t6i. Hai, giita cai
thé ché chuyén chinh di trim kin, chua bao gid trong doi t6i lai cam thiy
su can thiét 16n lao phai giir chit iy mot s6 than tinh bén viing toi hang
mén yéu va kinh trong. Va hai cai d6i twgng cta thim viéng thudng xuyén
thi v6i toi lai 1a hai niém mén yéu va kinh trong v cuing. Nha tho mién Béc
t6i vira ndi t6i 1a Vii Hoang Chuong. Va nha vin mién Nam, Binh-nguyén
Loc.

Vi Hoang Chuong thoi gian d6 ¢ kha xa, mai bén vung Khanh Hoi,
trong mot ngd hém khuat khuc gitta phuong Cay Bang, trén cin Gac But
limg tiéng, noi thi si bi cong an cong san tdi bat dem giam nhot vao kham
Chi Hoa r6i trd vé trong hap hdi 1dm chung va lia doi & d6. Binh-nguyén
Loc & gan hon. Thim viéng do vay ciing ngan dudng hon, trong cudi day
mot con ngd yén tinh mot thoi Vii Hoang Chuong da ¢, khu C6 Giang Co
Bic, dau ngd 1a con duong Huynh Quang Tién, khiic tir con ngd nhin ra ¢
nhing vi tudng xam cia hang thude 1a MIC chay dai trudc mit.

Tai ngd, to1 xudng xe dit bo di vao, va ngimg lai trudec mot can nha mot
tang co cill, can nha nay la cua gia dinh Binh-nguyén Ldc, nha van chi moi
don vé & mot thoi gian tir sau cai chét ciia nguoi con trai 16n 1a Bac s Giam
Béc Dudng Tri Vién Bién Hoa, dé song gan v6i ngudi chi rudt & can nha
ké can.
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Mo¢ canh céng thép, dua xe vao thanh tuong, bén canh hai chau van nién
thanh trdn mon xanh ngit, mot mau xanh muén thud, t6i gd nhe tay vao
thanh ctra dong kin. Nhé 1an ndo t6i cling phai ding cho it phat, nhung
khong 1an nao phai tré vé&. Can nha yén ling hoan toan. Tiéng gd cira ngan
vao that sau that xa & bén trong, rdi 13 tiéng chan ngudi di ra. Rdi 13 canh
ctra hé mo tir tir va cai than hinh nho bé, bo d6 nga lung thung va cai mai
toc 18 gitra duy nhat ctia vin hoc mién Nam, cai mai toc ré giita ctia Binh-
nguyén Loc.

Bao nhiéu lan nhu bao nhiéu lan, va cam giac nay cang rd rét nhirng budi
sang t(’)i ban sau vuc thém 1975, 1an nao nhin thiy Binh-nguyén Ldc, tao
nha, gay gudc, trén cai nén mo t01 cua can nha dong kin, t01 cling co6 dugc
tire khéc, & trong t61, nhu mot mau nhiém ém dém, mot 4m ap va mot yén
tam khong thé nao ta duoc. Am ap nhu céi thé gidi tiéu thuyét Binh-nguyén
Loc, khong siéu hinh, khong gi6 bio, cai thé gidi da bén muoi nam vin hoc
& trong doi song va lam cho doi sbng mudn van twoi tham. Yén tdm nhu cai
van phong, cai nhan cach Binh-nguyén Loc, dung di ma bac hoc, don gian
ma tri thirc, Binh-nguyén Loc con nguoi va Binh-nguyén Loc tac phdm
chinh 14 niém yén tdm 16n nhat mot thoi cta van hoc chung ta.

Thay anh, 1an nao toi cling néi, cam dong thanh thuc:
— Con duoc toi tham anh.

Lan nao anh ciing cudi:

— Con dugc gap anh. Vao day.

Anh bdo t61 dua xe vao nha, kéo xe mat “hét duong tdi tham ban”. Poan
dong ctra lai, bat ngon dén dau giuvong va di vé phia sau dun mot am nudc.

Giira dam sach vo, tai liéu bé bon, canh mot chd nam ciing 1a chd ngdi
1am viéc ctia Ong, trudec mot khay tra, that binh dan, khong cau ky nhu khay
tra Vii Hoang Chuong va nhitng diéu thudc den 6ng dbt theo mot nhip diéu
déu dan, t6i thuong o rat lau véi Binh-nguyén Loc. Téi trua. Téi sau trua.
To1 cai gat tan ¢6 ngon. Tadi1 binh tra ngudi tiép thém mot binh tra. Mot vai
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1an con t6i giita bita com 6ng 4y 1y thém bat dia ép toi cung dn, bita dn cuc
ky thanh dam, chi mot soong com va mdt con ca kho hép nong. Phai, nhé
1an nao t6i cling & lai that 1au. Vi cai mai toc ré giita. V6i nhitng ctr chi
cham rdi. V6i cap mat thong minh sau 1an khoi. V6i nhirng ding ngdi 1én
xudng tir ton. Trong cai thé gidi rat riéng tay, cach biét cua Binh-nguyén
Loc, cang riéng tay, cang cach biét tir cong san da vao tdi Sai Gon.

Nhung 1an t6i thim Binh-nguyén Loc nhu vay, 6ng tthO’ng noi it 101 nhu
mot ta 16i, nhd tdi noi lai voi anh em, vo1 moi ngu’orl Rang tur ngay ngum
con trai 16n mat, ong da chang muén di dau. Rang ching 4 ap huyét ning tbi
ky chirng di chuyen nhung hop mat. Rang “ho” d3 vao t&i roi, thanh phd 1a
ctia “ho”, doi séng chang con gi dang thiy, dong cira trong nha thoi.

Lap luan vé mot thai do séng thu vao im lang va an dat, thoat nghe ¢
Binh-nguyén Loc tuong that d& dang. Su that, nd chang dé dang chut nao,
v6i Binh-nguyén Loc, véi ché d6 mai va Binh-nguyén Loc, sudt thoi gian
¢ do. Vacai ly do glan di chi 13 6ng chang phai 1a mot ngudi viét van nhu
bt cir mOt ngudi viét vin nao ma 13 nha van hang dau, nha vin 16n nhat
mién Nam.

Bay gio, d6 1a thoi gian tir 30 thang tu 75, t6i dau 76, Trung Uong Pang
Cong San ¢ Ha Noi, tuy chwa phat dong dan ap va cAm ti van nghé si, da
cho thi hanh ¢ Sai Gon mot chinh sach liing doan hang ngli van ngh¢ cuc
ky hiém doc. Chinh sach d6 nhiam tao ky thi, gay chia r&, giira nhitng nha
vin mién Bic vao Nam trong dot di cur 1954 véi nhitng nha van sinh truéng
& Nam Phan. Sudt ba muoi ndm van hoc, Nam Béc dd mot nha, Bic Nam
d3 bang hitu. Cong san mudn chim dit cai tinh trang hoa dong t6t dep do.
Va ngudi chung d3 danh hét moi nd luc khuynh dao 1a Binh-nguyén Loc.
Thoat dau 1a dam van nghé nam vung. Nhu Son Nam, Vi Hanh. Ké do,
dén nhom vin nghé cuia Mit Tran Giai Phong vé thanh, tam thoi dugce ndm
gilr nhung dia vi quan trong nhu Tran Bach Ping, Glang Nam, Anh brc,
nhiéu ké da quen biét Binh-nguyén Loc tir xua. Cudi cing 1a ddm nha vin,
nha tho cong than cua ché do va vao tir Ha Noi nhu Nguyén Cong Hoan,
Ché Lan Vién, Nguyén Pinh Thi, Huy Can. Tét ca, trén tung dia vi khac
biét, da viét thu, dién thoai 4n can tham hoi tac gia PO Doc, vé suc khoe,
vé doi sdng cua 6ng, noi than thé dng mai an toan, sinh ké van bao dam,
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su nghiép khong chon vui, 6ng van nha van 1én. Tat ca da lan luot dén khu
C6 Giang C6 Bic, twoi cudi, nhd nhin gd cira xin gip ngudi trong ngdi nha
c6 hai chau van nién thanh. Binh-nguyén Loc tiép hét, tur ton, chirng chac
vay thoi. Duy c6 mot lan, khong sao dugc, ong phai to1 du dai hoi van nghé
thong nhét 1an thtr nhat & B6 Thong Tin cii dudng Phan Dinh Phung. Ky
hop nay, Vit Hanh, Thanh Nghi bao cao ké cong, Son Nam dong tro nhiét
tinh khoc 16¢, riéng Binh-nguyén Loc ngdi im ling tir ddu dén cudi, khong
chiu phat biéu mét 161 nao.

D6 1a lan dau tién, ciing 1 1an cudi cung. Cua tiép xtGc Binh-nguyén
Loc voi ché dd méi. C6 nhan quen biét twong ddi than thiét nhat voi anh
1a Giang Nam, duoc Thé Lit ca ngoi 1a tiéng tho cach mang 16n nhat mién
Nam, vé Sai Gon gilt chuc vu Chu Tich Ho1 Van Nghé Giai Phong, mac du
da viét cho Binh-nguyén Loc mot 14 thu that dai, that tinh cam, cling that
bai. Thu moi Binh-nguyén Ldc toi1 tru sé Ho1. Moi sinh hoat. Mo1 hoi hop.
Moi viét lai. Va Binh-nguyén Loc dd nhi nhin viét mot 14 thu tra 101. N6i
ong rat dau yéu. Noi bi ching ap huyét. Noi ching con lam duoc gi. Noi
chéng thé di dau. Néi xin dugc yén than. Cudi cung 61 moi ve vudt, moi
khuynh loat déu chiu thua, déu 1ti budc trude sy nha nhin khude tir, trude
cai nhan cach va su tu trong choéi 1oi cua Binh-nguyén Loc. HO danh dé
cho Binh-nguyén Loc dugc cach biét, duoc mot minh, duge van mai mai 1a
Binh-nguyén Loc trong can nha dong kin.

Nhéan cach tri thue doc 1ap éy cua Binh-nguyén Loc, thai do tuyét voi
ctia ngudi nha vian mién Nam ¢ Binh-nguyén Loc, khong mot 1an ndo, éng
phé trrong ma chung t6i déu biét, ca mién Nam déu biét va sung sudng vo
clng va quy mén rat muyec.

Nho¢ Binh-nguyén Lc ¢ xa, tin tic qué nha da lau khong nhan duoc,
chang biét van con hay di mat, nhitng 1an sau cung t6i khu C6 Giang C6
Bic, hinh anh hai chiu van nién dai xanh ngét mot mau xanh mudn thud
truéc ngdi nha vin hoc déng kin, lai trd vé, xanh ngit trong toi.
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Binh-nguyén Loc. Cai méi toc 1& giita, hai mién trung dung phan dinh
nhu tAm long ngum quan tr mot duong ng01 doi thang tip. Blnh -nguyeén
Loc, bo d6 lya tring, rat thong phan tda si, rat tring nudc mién Nam, trén
chiéc cyclo dap cham dua ong té1 gdp cac toa soan Nghé Thuat, Van, Véan
Dé chung t6i 1am, phan 16n 13 anh em nha vin mién Bic. Khong c¢6 Nam
Bic véi Binh Nguyén Loc, chi ¢6 vin chuong, chi c6 hop tac, chi ¢6 bang
hitu. T6i lam biéng 1am, it khi di dau, dén choi t6i nhé. Than tinh, hoa nha.
Cai truyén ngan nay duc toi viét gap, thi phai viét gap, khong duoc tot 1am,
thoi dung tam vay. Nhiin nhén, binh di. Mgt nam trong bdn nam lién cung
& chung trong Hoi Pong Giam Khao giai thuéng Van Chuong toan qudc,
ong tir choi noi chimg ap huyét khong con leo ndi nhitng buc thém cao cua
Dinh Poc Lép, cip mat di yéu chang thé nao doc hét duoc nhitng tac pham
du thi. Nai mai moi nhan. Nhung cuoi, giao hen: “Vay phai doc hét gium
t61, 10i dua cho t6i doc mudi cudn kha nhéat.” Nghiém chinh. Ngay thang.
Nam do6, ong khong vao Dinh DPoc Lap duoc that. Nhitng buc thém cao qua
cho tai viét hang dau.

RO 14 céi cong trinh Van Hoc cubi doi ciia Binh-nguyén Loc. Cudn
Ngudn Géc Mi Lai Ctia Dan Toc Viét Nam da phac thao, da in thanh sach,
tron ndm nam troi, tim kiém, suu tap, thu thap thém mdt kho tang tai li¢u
méi, da hoan tat thanh mot bién khao vi dai hon mot ngan trang. Cong
San vao Nam. Thién bién khao ky cong van con 13 ban thao. Mot lan téi
tham, t6i hoi Binh-nguyén Loc vé c()ng trinh van hoc d6. Va d6 ciing 13 1an
thir nhat t6i thay Binh-nguyén Loc budn phlen va thit vong. Tréo qua cai
giudng ngu, dng ly tir mot gia sach cao xubng mot tap ban thao ning chiu,
trao no cho toi. Giong 6ng trao 1ong ma nu cuoi that budn:

— NOo day.
Va chi tay 1én céi gia sach bui bam:

— Kia la mo chon no.
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Ké d6, 6ng thuat cho t6i hay vé s6 phan cua thién bién khao lich str, ma
ngudn gdc dan tdc Viét, theo sir quan va chimg minh Binh-nguyén Loc,
khong tir mién Bic xudng ma tir bién ngoai vao. Mot nhém nhimng ngudi
cao cap Vé bién khao lich sur cua nha nudc Cong San tir Ha Noi vao, dugc
nghe noi vé cong trinh bién khdo nay ctua Binh- nguyen Loc. Ho toi. To long
ngudng ma, réi xin dugec muon tdp ban thao vé doc, noi s€ cd nhan xét,
s€ co thao luan. May tudn sau, tap ban thao dugc gui tra lai véi mot 14 thu
ngan néi quan diém lich st ndi chung va ngudn gdc dan toc ndi riéng cua
Binh-nguyén Loc hoan toan thoai hoa va sai 1am d6i v6i quan diém bién
chuing duy vat lich st cach mang, khoa hoc va tién bo.

Thuat lai xong, 6ng lic dau, su that vong hién rd nhung giong ndi van
tir ton:

— Thé 1a gat bo, thé 1a phu nhan. N6i 1a dé d6i chiéu, dé thao luan, ma
khong co gi rao troi. Toi budn vi cai cong trinh ctia minh, nhung budn hon
ca 1a cai sy gat bo ciia mién Béc d6i véi sach t6i khong phai 1a mot thai do
van hoc, khong hé dugc dat trén can ban van hoc. N6i dén van hoc, tuyét
d6i khong thé noi dén mot 1ap luan, mot gia tri doc ton ndo. Phai nhiéu 1ap
luan khac biét, phai nhiéu khai niém ddi nghich, mot van dé van hoc, mot
nghi van lich str méi duge chiéu sang. Khoa hoc lich sir thiét yéu phai c6
dugc yéu tinh va tinh than d6. T6i budn nhét 1a & cai su khong c6 tranh
luan, khong c6 ddi thoai 4y ma thoi. Chir khong hoan toan vi sach t6i khong
bao gid con hy vong duoc in ra.

Tap ban thao nghin trang, md chon 1a cai gia sach bui bam. Hai chau
van nién thanh xanh ngit mot mau xanh muén thud. Tri thirc dung cao liy
hoa. Mot nhan cach chéi loa trong tu trong mdt doi, da tdm nam im lang
trong ngdi nha déng kin. Ching bao gid toi con duoc sang sang t6i tham
Binh-nguyén L6c nira va Vﬂ Hoang CthO’ng d3 mat. Nhung ¢ that xa Vé
cach that 1au réi ma rd thi van that rd. V& Binh- nguyen Loc, nha vin mién
Nam hang ddu cua van hoc ta rd bdi cai anh sang 4y, cai anh sang ctia mot
nhan cach ruc rd, t6i da nhin thiy khong ngung, sau doi doi va giita cong
san, sang sang dap xe qua mot Sai Gon doi chu ngimg xe lai trude nha co
hai chau van nién thanh.

Mai Thao



