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Nha van nit BA TUNG LONG tén that 1a Lé Thi Bach Van, sinh
ngay 1-8-1915 tai Pa Ning, qué ndi o thi xa Hoi An. Khi cha vé
Ho1 An khai sinh cho con, nhan vién hd tich ghi ngay 21-4-1915.
S& di co su ghi sai ngay sinh cta ba nhu vay vi by gid Pa Ning
(trc Touranne) 1a thudc dia cua thyc dan Phap, nén than phu cua ba
khong muédn con minh 13 dan x& thudc dia, m&i vé Hoi An, qué ndi,
lam gidy khai sinh cho con. Con ngay thang trong khai sinh ghi 16n
x6n 1a vi 1y do chinh trj: Than sinh cta ba lac dau 1am viéc trong
mot cong ty tu ctia ngoai qudc, ¢ tham gia phong trao Duy Tan do
nha cac mang Phan Thanh Tai (cha cua Phan Ba Lan va Phan
Thuyét, sau nay la gido su cac trudng Trung hoc tu thuc Chan
Thanh va DPat Duc) dan diu. Than phu ba lam lién lac vién cho
phong trao. Khi phong trao tan v3, 6ng Phan Thanh Tai bi thuc dan



Phép bt dua 1én doan dau dai, va mot s6 khac bi day Con Pao.
Truéc hiém hoa éy, thdn mau ba lanh vé Hoi An 4n nau véi me
chong. By gid ba ndi ciia ba ciing di gia yéu. Vi chir hiéu, budc
long than phu ba phai thi vao s& Douanes (Thuong chanh — nay goi
la Hai quan). D6 1a 1y do c6 bé Lé Thi Bach Van khai sinh & Hoi
An va ghi léch ngay chao doi & Pa Nang.

Vira roi, ngdy 1 thang 8, cac con cta ba c6 to chirc budi tiéc hop
mit ming me tdm muoi tudi, ngdy d6 dung 1a sinh nhat caa ba.
Thoi gian than phu va 1am viéc tai S& Thuwong chanh Pa Ning, ba
theo hoc hét bac Tiéu hoc tai day, 161 ra Hué hoc truong Trung hoc
Pong Khanh.

Nam 1932, than phu ba ddi vao S& Douanes Sai Gon thi ba hoc
nhitng nim cubi ban Trung hoc tai Collége Des Jeunes Filles
Indigéne (Nit trung hoc Ban x1r), vi nit sinh mic dong phuc 4o dai
mau tim, cho nén ngudi Sai Gon quen goi 13 truong Ao Tim. (Sau
doi lai 1 truong Gia Long, mai cho dén sau ngay mién Nam giai
phong, trudng d6i tén Trung hoc phd thong Nguyén Thi Minh Khai
cho dén nay).

Ba di viét cho Trang Phu Nit ctia bao Sai Thanh (sau dbi tén la
Saigon Méi) hoi con ngdi ghé nha truong. Ngoai bt danh Ba Tung
Long, ba con ky Lé Thi Bach Van.

Riéng but danh “Ba Tung Long” ba di ky trong muc G& Rdi To
Long cho nhat bdo Saigon M&i, muc Tam Tinh Céd1 Mé cho nhat
béo Tiéng Vang, va trén bon muoi dau sach da xuat ban, véi muoi
may truyén dai dang bao chua in ra sach.

Nha van Ba Tung Long da di vao van dan Vi¢t Nam voi1 sy vu ai
ctia doc gia nhiéu lta tudi thoi bay gio.

Niam 1935, Ba Tung Long két hon véi nha bao Hong Tiéu Nguyén
Ptc Huy tai Sai Gon. Nha bao Hong Tiéu 1a ngudi Quang Ngii,
chu bat nhat bao Sai Thanh bay gid, chuyén trach muyc Tranh Xa
Hé1 (Film du Jour), da pha thoi hu tat x4u xa hoi duong thoi, duoi
bt danh Nhu Hoa.

Biy gid Ba Tung Long thué manchette (bang hiéu) to bao Tan
Thoi, chuyén vé van dé phu nir, vi lac ?iy bao Phu Nir Tan Van da

dinh ban. Khi biét ba chu truong to Tan Thoi, mot s6 ban bé cii &



truong Gia Long, truong Pétrus Ky (Sai Gon), truong Pellerin
(Hué), da gop stc cd dong cho bao. Nho bao Tan Thoi chi truong
dé cap nhirng van dé thiét than ctia chi em trong gii phé binh dan,
bao dugce nhiéu doc gid ung ho. Ba lai qui tu duogc nhiéu ban hoc cii
cong tac. Ngudi ¢ xa thi goi bai vé, nhitng ngudi ¢ quanh vang Sai
Gon, Gia Dinh thi dén 1am viéc ludn tai toa soan. Nhirng cay viét
ay phan dong tén tudi con xa la v6i doc gia, va cling moi chan udt
chan rdo budc vao lang bao nhu ba. Nhung vé sau, sau nim 1952
ba & Quang Ngii vé lai Sai Gon, thi but danh Tung Long cua ba da
dugc “cau chimg” trong lang vin lang bao; nhu Nguyén Trong Tri
da noi danh 1a nha tho Han Mic Tt dang dudng bénh ¢ Qui Hoa;
Nguyén Pic Nhuan ciing 1a nha tho da duoc ghi tén trong quyén
Thi Nhan Hién Pai ctia Hoai Thanh, Hoai Chan (Nguyén Puc
Nhuan nay khong phai But Tra Nguyén Dtrc Nhuan, anh chong Ba
Tung Long); va mdt ngudi 1a Nam Qudc Cang, di tré thanh ngudi
hung, hy sinh trong cudc biéu tinh chéng Phap ciia phong trao Tran
Van On.

Nhic dén nha bao Nam Quédc Cang, ba nhé ky niém khi Nam Qudc
Cang gitt muc Chuyén Hang Tuan trén to tudn bao Tan Thoi, nha
béo nay viét; “Nguoi Viét Nam chung t6i chi c6 bén quyén Tu do,
do 1a Tu do co bac, Tu do rugu che, Tu do hut sach va Tu do di
diém”.

Thé 1a trong mdt budi hop béo tai dinh Théng dé¢c Nam Ky (Thong
dbc bay gio 1a 6ng Khrautemer), ho cho doc bai 4y giita cudc hop
béo, bay gid gdbm c6 cac ong Nguyén Phan Long chil nhiém bao
Viét Nam, Nguyén Van Sam cha nhiém bao Pudc Nha Nam, But
Tra chu nhi¢m bao Sai Thanh, va ba Thuy An, vo cia Bang Duong,
cht nhiém bao Pan Ba. Vi tac gia Nam Qudc Cang vang mit, nén
Ba Tung Long da lanh du nhiing 161 chi trich &c liét, nao la tac gia
c6 tu twong den t6i, cong kich chinh phit Phap... Va Vién Thong
dbc khong quén kém theo 1oi de doa, 1am moi ngudi déu quay lai
mim cudi nhin ba — chiang biét mia mai hay thuong hai — chic ho
nghi 12 ba méi budc vao lang bao, chua biét sy loi hai va nguy
hiém cua ludi kéo kiém duyét!

Sau d6, nguoi chu cho thué bang hiéu bao, thdy bao ban chay lién



tim cach ldy bao lai, mic du chua hét giao kéo. Bay gid (1936) ba
dang dm nghén, va trong giao kéo thué bao con 1ong 1éo, lai nita
cht bao ciing 13 ngudi bén nha chdng, nén ba bo ludn td béo, vé
nha cy than sinh (dang & Sai Gon) dé nghi ngoi chuan bi sinh con.
Ba sinh con gai dau long xong, sau d6 van di day truong Tén Tho
Tuong va chi con viét cho trang Phu Nt cua nhat bao Sai Thanh.
ROi nam 1949, Sai Gon bi may bay phe Pong Minh tha bom, than
sinh cta ba ddi xudng S¢ Douanes tinh Tra Vinh; 6ng ba But Tra
vé Tan An tranh bom. Ba ciing bé con theo chong vé qué Quang
Ngai.

Pung ra, nguyén quan anh em ong Hong Tiéu ¢ tinh Quang Nam,
nhung cu ndi xua kia [am quan & Binh Thuan. Khi dau nang, gia
nhan dua vé ngang Quang Ngii thi man phan tai day. Cu ba (1a ¢o
ctia tién si Pham Liéu, mot trong Ngii Phung Té Phi xt Quang) la
me cua than sinh anh em 6ng But Tra — Hong Tiéu sau ndy, & lai
noi chén 6ng cu dé cu tang dai hiu. Va r6i noi day trd thanh qué
huong tht hai cua toc ho Nguyén Puec. ..

Khi vé Quang Ngii, tinh ly ciing bj bom quan déng minh, vo chong
ba lai chay 1én ving My Thing, Nghia Ky, noi c6 thing canh
Thach Bich Ta Duong, mdi chiéu vé néng chiéu vao vach nui tao
nén mot vé dep ky 4o, 1a mot trong nhitng thing tich cua tinh
Quang Ngii. Vi & gan nti nén dém vé gi6 lua lanh thau xuong.

ROi Cach Mang thang 8 bung 1én, ba ket luén ¢ ddy. Ba xin md
truong Tiéu hoc 1y tén 1a Tan Dan, day nhitng nguoi 16n tudi that
hoc, ban ngay lam viéc dong ang, toi vé 16p hoc. Trong s6 dé co
can bd hanh chanh, doan thé dén hoc thém ngoai gid lam viéc. Ba
gitip mot s6 anh chi em thi vao trudng Trung hoc Binh dan Cho
Chua tinh Quéang Ngai.

Sau nay, ¢ vai ngudi hoc tro cii & truong Tan Dan thud 4y, da 1a
can by cao cép, nhan dip vao Sai Gon, da tim dén tham ba. Gap $6
hoc tro cii, goi ba nhd lai nhitng ky niém thdi chin ndm khéng
chién chdng Phap...

By giod 1a thoi diém UBHC tinh Quang Ngi chu truong tiéu thd
khang chién, 16p hoc ban ngay con nhd anh sang mit troi, dén 16p

dém day anh chi em cén bd, phai dét dén dau mu u, méi 1an 1€n 16p



1a phai c6 hai nguoi hoc trd cam dén mu u dimg hai bén cho ba
giang bai. Ba khong c6 sach dé day mon Toan (Arithmétique) va
Hinh hoc (Géométrie), nén phai tu soan chuong trinh va soan
nhirng bai giang Viét vin theo tri nhd dé day hoc (sau nay goi la
g140 an).

Day hoc trong hoan canh thiéu thén nhu vay duogc bdn nim (tu
1945 dén 1949), ba ciing dao tao nhiéu nguoi duge dua vao trudng
Trung hoc Binh dan (Chg Chua — Quang Ngai), gitp anh chi em
can bo trude kia thiéu diéu kién cap sach dén trudng, nay c6 thé tu
hoc dé nang 1én trinh d§ Trung hoc. Sau do, Ty Giao duc dia
phuong thay ba day c6 hiéu qua, moi lam Lién hiéu truong coi
thém cac truong hoc quanh vung Nghia Ky.

Pén nam 1952, vi tinh trang kho khin chung trong ving khang
chién, gia dinh ba thiéu an, cic con va doi chi vi lvong thang day
hoc ctia ba vira mua du hai muoi ngay gao, cho du ba lanh théu co,
khin, bao gbi dé kiém thém ciing khong du tién nudi con. Gidi
chtrc dia phuong thong cam hoan canh ba, chap thuan cho ba dan
con vé ving tam chién. Khi d6 con trai Gt ciia ba, nay 1a nha van
Nguyén Dong Thirc méi tam thang tudi. Biy gio ba vao Sai Gon
v6i cac con, ong Hong Tiéu o lai.

Vao Sai Gon, Ba Tung Long vtra day hoc vira viét bao dé nudi con.
Ba nhan day Phap van cho céc truong trung hoc Tan Thinh, Pat
Ptc, Les Lauriers... dong thoi viét truyén dai timg ngay
(feuilleton) cho c4c nhét bdo xut ban & Sai Gon. Sau 1954, ba viét
thém cho cic bao Pong Nai, Tiéng Vang, Tiéng Chudng, va céac
tuan bao Van Nghé Tién Phong, Phu Nit Dién Pan, Phu Nit Mi,
Phu Nt Ngay Mai, Duy Tan, BPong Phuong... Va ba chuyén trach
muc G& Rbi To Long trén bao Saigon Mdi, va muc Tam Tinh Coi
Mo cho bao Tiéng Vang. Pac biét hai muc nay ba co rat nhiéu doc
gia, nhét 1a doc gia tré rit 4i mo.

Thoi Ay, nhitng truyén dai cia ba vira két thuc trén bao di c6 nha
xuat ban thuong luong mua ban quyén dé in sach. Tir nim 1956
dén 1958, ba dd cho xuét ban trén hai muoi dau sach, rdi tir 1963
dén 1972 ba tiép tuc cho xuit ban trén hai muoi dau sach nira.

Nhitng dau sach chiing t6i tra ctru duge in kém dudi diy van con



thiéu. Vi sau 1975 sach bao that lac rat nhiéu. My nim gin day ba
cling co cho tai ban m?iy cudn: Poi Con Gai, Haa Hen, Tinh Giac
Tinh Si, Tim V& Bén Thuong, Muoi Hai Bén Nuéc... nhung ba
khong dugc hai 10ng vi nha xuit ban in gidy x4u qud, thiéu thAm
my.

Ba Tung Long géc but tor ndm 1972, nhu ba da tra 1061 cudc phong
van cta ky gia Tran Quin bao TIME nim 1961: “T6i viét vin dé
nudi con. Khi ndo cic con toi dira 16n trudng thanh diu dat duoc
dan em no, biy gio toi s& nghi viét”.

Cho nén dén khi nguoi con gai 1én cia ba d6 ctr nhan Khoa hoc
(hién dang cong tac tai Cong ty Dét Phong Phi) va may ngudi con
trai cua ba ciing do dat, thanh danh trong va ngoai nude, da 1a gido
su, luat su... 1a ba toai nguyén.

Va ba ciing “gac bat quy an” tir dao do...

Qua trinh di hoc:

- Hoc hét bac tiéu hoc truong Tiéu hoc Pa Ning.

- Hoc mdt nam Trung hoc Béng Khanh — Hué.

- Chuyén vao hoc nim 2¢ Année (Pé nhi nién) truong Ato Tim
(College Des Jeunnes Filles Indigenes) — Sai Gon.

Qua trinh di day:

- Day Phéap vén cac truong Trung hoc Tan Thinh, Pat Puc, Les
Lauriers & Sai Gon (1950 — 1954).

- Lam Hiéu truong, Lién hiéu trudng cac truong Tiéu hoc Binh dan
Hoc hdi & Nghia Ky — Quang Ngai.

Qua trinh hoat dong Van hoc — Béo chi:

- Chu bat Tuin bao Tan Thoi (1935).

- Phu trach muc G& Ré6i To Long trén nhat bao Saigon Moi.

- Phu trach muc Tam Tinh Coi M trén nhét bao Tiéng Vang (1962
—1972).

- Thu ky toa soan tuan bao Phu Nir Dién Pan.

- Pa cong tac voi cac tudn bio Vin Ngh¢ Tién Phong, Phu Nir
Ngay Mai.

- Pi viét tiéu thuyét (feuilleton) cho cac bao ¢ Sai Gon tir nam
1954 1972.

- Pa co6 trén sau muoi dau sach dugc xuat ban tir nam 1956 dén



1972.

-Sau 1975 d3 tai ban va in méi trén mudi cudn sach.

(Hién nay tac pham ctia Ba ting Long d bi thét lac trén ndm muoi
phan tram).

Y niém cta nha van Ba Tung Long:

-“Tbi vira viét tiéu thuyét cho béo, vira day con hoc, vira thao thuc
don cho con gai di cho. Viét vin dbi voi toi da trd thanh chuyén
nghiép chd khong phai viét theo cam himg”.

-“T6i ngdi dau ciing viét duge va viét bit ctr lic nao, khi c6 nhu
cau... Toi thich viét loai bt Bic muc mau den, viét trén giéy bao
da in m6t mat.”

-“Toi viét van dé nudi con. Khi cac con toi nhimng dira 16n trudng
thanh, diu dat duoc cac em chung, bay gio toi s& nghi viét.”

-“Tb6i lam bao chang nhiing khong bi gia dinh ré ring, ma con duoc
cha t6i khuyén khich va chdng t6i diu dat. Toi tu xét minh, thiy
trong hai muoi nam 1am bao, t6i chua hé “néi l4o an tién”...”

Trich " Hoi ky Ba Tung Long" 2002



