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BRI D S e B o L

MAY LOT NOI PAU

Tap titu-thuyét « MO €O PHU'Q'NG » nay ndm
xiwa da ddng bdo dugc dai da s6 cdc ban déc-gia
haan-nghénh, ¢é rap hdt lei dung dem dién lam
kich, ph6 bdy & trén san-khdu dén vai chuc ldn, tuy

" ¢6 ldm cho vé rét thém chdn, ma ngudi xem l&n nao

ciing déng nhw ldn ndao. Vay du biét cdi gid-tri idp
tieu-thuyéi nay ra sao.

Chuyén dd qud-khir, ciing khéng dinh tdi-ban,
song vi tho tir edc ban giri vé hoi nhidu qud, nén
phai in lai dé cng-hién cdac ban xa gan.

Chuyén nay la chuyén thuc, méi xly ra trong
mdy ndm nay. C6 Phuwong tuy dd khudt, nhitng
ngudi c6 quan-hé véi c6 Phugng van con. Chu
khong phdi nhw liéu-thuyét khde, dung nha (du
bén nuéc Tdy-ban-nha, tinh khéng ddt dé nén loi.

Trir-gia vi nghe cau chuyén cia mét ngudi ban
than véi ¢d6 Phweng thuGl lai, nhan cam ma viét
ra, ¢c6 nhiéu cho qud w ti-6 bi-0i phai béi bé di.
Do ciing la mot diéu trung-hdu cia con nha cim
bit vay.

TRU-GIA
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Mot hém cha-nhat, trén canh bii tha-ma diu
lang Bach-mai, mit troi vira gac nui, rang do roi
lai, ngi c6 do6i cay, hién mot méu vang ta. Trong
bui rdm, con cudc-cudc goi hon DS-vil, trén cay cd
thuy, ti€ng ve-sédu rén-ri tang~-thwong. Mit dat mdy
dong than vang lan vin theo Indng gi6 18ec. . .

Lal trong cai canh-twrgng tham-dam thé-luong
nhuwdng &y, c6 mot chang tré tudi, nguoi dam-da
- tring-tréo, ddu d¢i mii « Phot », tay cdm bé hoa ¢6
y lim téi quanh co trong miy ngdi ma méi, thinh-
thoing lai ngodnh tréng ra I18i dwong xe dién, rdi
gidr ddng-ho trong tui vira xem vira lam bim néi:
— N#m gi¢r chiéu réi, bac nay con la-da choi
dau chua dén!

Ching hay ngudi tudi tré Ay, dinh cho ai, viéng
ai, ma cir lirng thirng di bach-bo hoai? Budn tréng
mAy khém lau thwa, gié6 chiu hiu hit mot ving
dong quanh, gé d8ng ngdn-ngang, bén dirng ngin
nguwdi mot hoi lau, hinh nhw chira chan v6 han cai
cam-tuwdng & trong 6¢, roi thd dai mot tiéng chép
miéng than ring:
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— Oi! Cai doi «s8ng con» thue khong c6 nghfa- || °
ly; vira lot long ra, 6ng Th-thin di chwe sdn san | *E
leng x6 diy song soc; dai cling ch®t ma khon ciing | i
chet, két-cue, cai xac thit hoi tanh, lai phé gia cho T
tao-vat, diu cong hiu khanh tuéng, ciing chiing T
qua giic mong hoang-lrong. Kia niui Nung con | .
d6, song Nhi con kia, chia Trinh vua Lé, bay "
gior ddau ta ? Hudng chi hong-nhan phan di mong- k-
manh, lai deo Iy mét chir « Tinh», tré Tao trach | ¥
sao khong ghen ghét! ~ E )
Tuay thé, song nght cling thwong thay nguwéi bac ¢

manh kia, vén con nha gia-gifo, diu cira pha-
throng, duwérng hoang mot dai-ban-hiéa ban gim b i
voe gitta phd hang Ngang, in sung méc swong, ké |
hdu ngudi ha, cai diém-phie doi nguoi nhw thé,
chi em Ha-thanh hd dé miy ai?

Th€ ma nay, s6ng doa chét 4iy, thAn tan ma dai, "
nao chong dau? Nio con ddu? Ai nguwdi bat com
qua trirng goi ti€ng ha hon? Ai ké tdu-vang thé-
hwrong, khée md voé chii? Hon Tinh-vé vin-vo vo-
vin, dir¢i sudi vang nght eiing thi vong-linh. 5

No6i chi tinh: SO doan-trudong tuy chon mit vé

duyén, nhung ciing vi ta lam luy cho ngudi, dé dén
ndi béo dat hoa tréi, ong qua budm lai, muwdi miy )
nim dan mit phong-trin... | | Y
i

Ma con Tao ciing chi béit nhdn,sao Sai-gon khong |
ch&t? Hai-cing khéng chét, Lai-chdu eiing khong !
ch&t? Lai vé chét & c¢hd chén rau cit ron la dat
Thiing-long d& bia miéng chi em, cuc long cha
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me? Hay hoiic gia vuwong tinh mau ma, ba chit
ngay tho ? Hay hodic 1a ham chon dé-doé, nghin nam
van-val? |

Con dwong nght vo nght vin, bong nghe sau
 luwng c¢b tigng v6 vao vai danh « qu » mot cai roi
vira curdi vira noi:

ol — Hoang-Hd tién-sinh? 91-[u0ng gi ma ngio
i ~ nguoira thé?

¥ Nguroi tudi tré gidt minh nganh lai, twdng ai, té
|  ra bac Lwu-quy-Thich, 1a nguréi dirng lam ma cho
chi chang x#u sd kia, ¢6 hen ta & day, dé chi chd
linh phin biing difu vong hén nguoi véu ddu cua
ta vé hoi sau bay niam (ruéec.

4 Bén voi bit tay hoi ludn
—Kia bac Luu! lam t6i chd mii s8t ca ruoét!

Théi ché nghin ném ngiréi bac-ménh kia ndm yén
gific noi nao?
La! ¢6 tim mé chi kia ma sao khéng tim duoc?
Quy-Thich néi doan lién dit H ang-H6 di xéim
xim d&€n chd trrée mo, téi noi thiy dit ddp di 1o

ra tirng mang, v&t chan trau bd qua lai gidy dap
lam cho tdm bia di ngdp xudng tan dit den.

e R

- ..J'$ T

~ Sau hai ngudi boi dit lau ban méi nhin th#y ro
mAy chit dé bing quéc vin:

«L..C, mé ngu¢i bac-ménh Vweong-thi-Phuong ».
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Hoang-H3 méc tii 18y hai hao bac thué nguoi
dip di€m lai cho yén dep ddu ddy, r6i diit bé hoa
dé trén trdc mo, vai mét vai roi gid bai « dit-cua »
ra doc.

Luc &y virng kim-6 vira 13n béng, tré muc-dong
ltii ndm lii bay, tay dét trau, vai ganh ¢o, vira di vira
hat nghén ngao. Coi nha Diém tim hét gier, bon
lao dong ké trwée ngudi san, chen nhau di t4t 14,
chuéng chua Lién-phai tiéng khoan ti€ng nhiét,
viing véng thu khéng hoa lin véi dong nguwoi
doong doc ditu vin, liae chim lac bﬁng, nhu khoc

nhw than, khigén Luwu-quy-Thich ding bén ciing
chau may roi lé!

Vin ring :

« Oi troioi! Oi d4t 6i! Gi ngwoi yéu dfu cia ta
« 8i!l!l Poi nguoi dau don, con gi hon tir biét sinh
« ly? Tuy sOng guwi thac vé, hén thiéng mirng thoat
« cai theé-gioi tam nay. Song nghia cii tinh xua,
« ké con nguwoi khudt, gidng hiru tinh ai ching
« throng 1dm |

« Nh¢ Ai-kbhanh ciing takhi hen ngoc the vang, ra
« khoi virot bién, nhitng twong canh ngoé phwong
« dau, Trac-viin-quan yén tha bach dau, nao ngeo
« viron thuy uyén bay, Thoi Oanh-Oanh ra nguoi
« bac-ménh. Nght lai lac ta sang bén Phap, nang o
« trong Nam, dau long thay! khi tién dwa nhau
« xudng duoi tau, khiin « mid-xoa » thim mau mél
« d0 ngom, loi ting-bi¢t thanh ra cdu sim-ngir,
« ngao ngan lroi Au bé A, trai dit ngin Goi, buen
« ténh ké & nguwoi di, cdi siu chung moét. Chi tang-
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« béng, thanh gwom yénngua, canh biing chin van,
« ca rong mong gip hoéi may mra, phan liéu-bo
« chi€c bich giong séng, b&n nuwdc muoi hai, beo
« bot phai theo chiéu séong gi6. Vi phi¢u-bac ma ra
« vo-lai, nguwoi xwa au ciing th€ nay day! Ngdm
« phap-duyén hoiic bdi tie-nhan, ki€p trude ching
« qua con ng lai. Ti€c chi tige, Tung may cudi
« song, la chua thanh danh. Thwong la thuong,
« Diy gi6 dan swrong, nang sano xiu s6?

« Théil.. Coi trin-gian vén mot truwong du-hy,
« diu chinh-chuyén ch¢t ciling ra ma; chdn Nat-
« ban virot muwéi ki€p luan-hé’, dwoc giai thoat
« tirc 1a thanh Phat. Hon chin sudi c6 thiéng ching
« ta, hai hang huy€t-1¢, giang thiin xin chirng minh
« cho! C8i trim ndm nao cé gi dau, m¢t nam c¢o
« kbhau, tréong thiy cang dau don nhél

« Than 6i! Thuong thay!»

Hoang-Ho doc xong, dirng ngln ngwdi ra, nhw
ngdy nhuw dai mot hoi Ju, hinh nhir cdi tAm-hén
dd bi nguwdi dudi mo thu hiip di mat.

LLic iy, tréi nha nhem (61, dom-dém bay lap
loe, li€ng d& ran ri-ri, hinh nhw ma choi quy khoe,
gia nguwoi véu bong via thay th€ cling du ron lanh
¢ca minh!

Poan hai nguéi cuing di thiing ra 16i durdng xe
dién vira di vira n6i1 chuyén do hai ba trim thwoe,
dén Iira dd bat lén sdang truwng, nganh tréng lai
ché cfi 16i t&dm nhw mue kia thue la mét Hic-am
dia-nguc.
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Trong khi con dirng ché xe, Hoang-Ho lay thude
4 dua moi Luu-quy-Thich va hoi riing:

—— Nay bac Luwul Bac co bi€t can-trang cai nguwdi
x8u s kia nghe dau di k&t duyén hwong-lda véi

mot quan Tham nao, hién duong lam viéc tai (6a

hu- Lai-cliad, nhuw th& twong ciing khong phai phan
am duyén 01, cliong duong v& cho gi, ma sao lai

phai vé ndm nha thwong lam phac dén néi ché&t
vO thira nhan?

Quy-Thich miéng ngdm thudec tay v6 tran ma t1d
11 réng:

— Didu d6 toi ciing iy lam la khéng hidu la tai
sao.cal

Nguyén cii dém hédm nang ché bdng duwng 16i
nim thdly mét cai chiém-bao tdt lanh: Mo mang
hinh nhw t6i dwong ngoi viet lach gio ngoai budng
gidy, bdng thiy c¢6 mét ngwoi dan-ba trac ngoai
ha muoi diu toc rii rgi, quan do ta toi o dau chay

sdng sdc vao, Lo thué moét ¢6 xe dua ma dem

xudng nha thwong Phu-dodn. Vi téc ra xudng xoa
xoet, dai d&€n tan dai nén nhin khéng duwoc ré mit
ma coi bd ngudi thi hinh quen quen. Bén hoéi réing:
G & dau?tén ho gi? Thi nguoi dan-ba ﬁy khéc oa
l&n mot tiéng thue to.

Téi dat minh tinh day nghe chudng dong-hd vira
danh keng! keng! hai t€ng, luéng gié biic lot vao
nhitng ngian cira chép hun hat, Téi ndm viit tay
" 18n tran nghi méi lay lAm quai la | Minh fuy
khong phai la bac chi-nhan gi nhuwng binh-sinh
khong hé nim mong. Va lai vin biét, méng
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~ la do cai 6c cam-tudng ma ra, cho nén tuyét khong
|  tin gi nhitng nhoi doan mong nhiam nhi. Th& ma
|  nay thily cai m¢ng-tri¢u nhu thé€ cling nom néop
long. . .

~ Sang s&m hdém sau, téi day rira mat dho diy
vira ngoi udng nwoe, vira ngdm nghi cai mong
dém qua, vin muong tedng nhu ngudi dan-ba ri
t6¢c kia, hién hinh ding & dau trerde mit, ma gan
| rudt 16i luc bily gi¢r eir thiy néng cao nhu lira dot.
! | Bén bung bao da rang:

« Theo nhwr 1&i thin moéng, au 1a ta cir thir xudng
| nha thwong Phi-doin xem. Hay hodic la tién-chi
nha minh khon thiéng, run ruai cho dzinl nao thoé

e Ly IR

e T e RN e -

| B muon xe cd gi ching?»

Nghi r6, lién dirng day miic do dt}i mii xdch xe

‘ dap ra di — ’¢ nha thuwong o diy, moéi tudn 1é

E chi trong ba ngay, chi-nhat, thir ba va thir ndm,

.' méi cho phép nguwoi ngoéi vao thiim nhitng ké Sm.

| Téi vi quen bi@t cac éng thiy thudc va nguoi canh
géc, nén ra vao van duoc ly do.

Khi d€n noi 16i vao théing budng gifly, xem bang
« khai-ltr» vira thoang doc dwoc mot hang chir,
giay than-kinh-hé, n6 lam cho t6i choing vang, nhu
sél danh ngang dau, nghi lai cai mong-triéu dém
qua, thwc khong pliai theo nhu 6c nha khoa-hoc,
cho toan la hu-:0 ca.

Bac Hoang! Bac nghe cédu chuyén 4y bac cho téi
la 6c co, va ldy lam hoai-nghi, khong bi€t hang
chir téi no6i do la hang chir gi, né c6 cai manh-lre
th€ nao ma lam cho d&€n néi chodng cd ngwoi lén
duoc nhw the? Tat nhién la tai kém cai dire-tinb

-

ik |
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« trin dinh » moi viy. Nhirng ma khéng, thue oun
qua ? Khi t6i sang tong chinh bén Phap vé hoi Au-
chau chign-tranh niim xua moi nguwoi nghe tithg
sing 75 bdn ra danh « Dung » moét ti€ng ai ndy déu
d4t minh ngd lin ra ca, the ma téi van cir diém-
{Tnh nhw khéng thi bac biét cai can-dam thiing t6i
thé nao! Nay chi co hang chit lo the vai cau né
lam cho d&€n néi cir-chi thit-thd hinh nhuw tén ta
pham nghe gquan toa tuyén cdo tur-hinh vay. Thue
khong hiéu duyén-co vi sao ma thé ?

Hang chir v noi gi Lire 1a cai tin buén-riau dau-
don ma 101 dem dén bao-céo voi bac hom no ring:

« Nang Virong-thi-Phwong chét héi 2 gio sédng
ngay 12 thang chap tay na}* ».

Khi t0i xem thiy tén cia nang d7 liét vio trong
bing « Phong-thiin» li¢n véi vang chay thiing xuéng
nha xéc thi thdly co 3, 4 cai thay ma bo nim séng
sugl ca ¢ dwoi dit phai lat tam pbu mit lirng
nguroi moi nhan dién ra duwge. Coi mat mii nang
lnc Ay thire khice hdn cai xuan-sic hoi sinh-tién ma
dang ghé dang s¢, ham rdng nghi€n lai, con mat

dirong tho-18, quin 4o ta toi toac xudi toac nguwge.

Nay nghi dén vin con ghé s¢ ron ca toc gay!

Toi hoi thim miy ngwoi kban-ho thi ho thuat
lai ring:
~« Nang vi bénh r6 ¢ Gia-lam dem sang chitra
chay di ngot ba thang, van ndm & dudi phong lam
phuc, thinh-thoang chi c6 ba cu gia vao thim dem
cho déng qua tdm banh. Hoi thi ba cu dy noi:
Nang & Lai-chéu vé giang-sen chi ¢c6 mét cai khin
“vudng, goi nim ba cai quin ao, tién lung di hét
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¢ch6é & thi khéng ma coi bd ngudi ngd nwrde cling
khéng ra ngd nwéc, ma lam ciing khong phai ma
lam, chap chon lace tinh lne mé, khi cwoi khi khoc.
Ba vOon nghé ban thudc hoan tan, thaiy nguoi lam
ly cling dong long thuwong, mudn ra tay 1€-do ciru
mét nguwoi phic ding ha-sa. Khong nhw cai thoi
ngudi ta than nhau lac giédu-sang ma xa nhau con
hoan-nan. Nén dem vé nha nuéi nirng chita chav
rong-rd hon moét thang troi thdy bénh cang ngay
cang trim-lrong phai dua vao nha thwong hoa
may gip thay gip thudc qua khoéi dwoc chiing
Tir khi vao diy nhitng lic con dién ctia nang noi
lén, xé toang quin-do 18a 16 than-thé théi khong
con bi€t x8u-ho la gi, sau ket cuc chi kéu ra lén
miy ti€ng that to roi chét. »

Khdn nan! Con ngudi hong nhan th€ &y ma chét

mét cach & ché diéu dirng th€ kia! Nao nhiing luc
con duyén, théi bi€t bao ké déon nguoi dua tin di

m3i lai, lang xa-ma rdp danh bian sé, khach cong-
hiu ngdp nghé trong sao, dén bay gio nhwr canh
hoa tan ai nguodi bi€t thwong hoa ti€c hoa ma
mudn nhin nhd dén hoa nita? Ay dai dé cai thoi
khinh-bac cdc céu cong-tu-bot doi nay phan nhiéu -
nhir thE ca.

Cho nén khi nang ch&t ma ra lén may ti€ng, ring
aghién chil mat dwong trirng tuong khong phar by
cai gio niing : « Tam-xa»,« Trang-lang» gi dau, chinh
la thAm-o4n théi doi bac b&o kéu troi cho ha bung
cdm; vi minh qua da nghe nhirng loi tan ma tan
manh cia miAy anh chang «bét» coi lam ecii vo
van-minh & bé ngoai dé dén ndi chét xudng lam
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ma khong-chong. Meng chi em {rong bon ma-héng
con mit phai tinh doi, kéo ma & buroc sa chan, hoi
ddu lai di héa ra ngudi thién-cd, viy chiing thiét
cai doi xuan-xanh kia lam!

Khi téi gidp nang tinh ngay thi thye ngin ngui
lai ¢6 lim cai tréd lue, khong dwoc hwong thu céi
diém phiae nhwr bic, nén cwe chiing da, phai nghién
riing bé mét chir ddng lam hai,

Quy-Thich thuat chuyéndéndiy, roi mée tui lay
thuelda ddnh diém viranéi vira hat, ké tiép ludn riing:

— Nguwdita thiy nhitng chuyén gitra dudng chdng

ru6t mém méu chady, vi linh nhan-loai ma khoéc
murdn thwrong vay, ra tay (€ 36 dwoe vé thiay. Hudng
chi toi véi nang ching triim nim cling trong vong
miy thing ding ngdi ehung cha, duyén di bén
duyén. Khéng I8 thdy nguoi néim ddy, 1ir 14 nghia
tan ma rirng dung nhiw kbéch qua dwong, vay ddi
voi leong-tam ¢6 khéac chi phuwéong Bac-hanh?

Vay nén {6i mua quan quéich lo farg ma dao
ba thwdce dit dip digm ké (i sinh réi vé bao tin
cho chong cii & hang Ngang, gt tho 1én cho éng
Tham trén Lai-Chaa dé cho ho biét. Bic sin lam
chi-bit bao nén ding miy hang » Ai-tin» vao mue
« vai budn » cho ké chung tinh ngudi than thich hay
tin matim dén vi€ng thim. b6 cling l1a mot viéc dm-
cOng, ngudi chin sudi cling khong oan han.

Chi la cho cai th€ thai doi nay; nhur bac Tham
kia cir k& vao hang tuédc-vi thi cling cdi 1iéng quan
Han ma ludan vao an phu-tinh thi ciing mét phuong

cdu SO ! Mot ngay la nghia ai n& lam thinh nbu thE |

cho danh!

- ‘..' N ll-l"l-
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Hom kia day A-clu Hang Ngang, cé dit hai dira
con gai, xudng tdo m nghe nhirng ti€ng khoéc ni
non chua cay ciia con tré, khi€a che chu ciing dau
long x6t da; dong chdu tim ta tuén muwra. .,

Con dwong trdo chuyén, xe dién Bach-mai vira
tri, hai ngeoi ciing 1én, vao ngdi trong phong nlhial
chi mwoi 1dm phat di téi bo-ho, roi ciing xudng
chia lay ai v& nba dy, lac dy vira ding tam gio tdi.

I1

Co Phuwong la ai? Lich-si th€ néo! Cé 1€ ba con
Ha-Thanh ta d& chira m3y ai di rd cdi than thé ra

~ sao. Ma khach lang chei, cling khong miy nguei

hicu chuyén. Vi ¢6 khong phai chi em & hang Gidy
hav Kham-Thién, cing hai mwei b8n gian.

(6 vdn con gai yéu cia 6ng Vuong-toan-Thiing
bé Khich me An-nam, nha ban hang to Ina hang
Dio, ba me mot dém kia, ndm chiém bao thiy con
chim nfim sdc dudi cai, bay ra trweé¢c mit ma sinh
ra c6, nén dil tén la Thi-Phugng, héi con bé da
ndn na, miu da nhw trirng ga boe, ngon tay nhu
ngon bup ming, ai thily cling yéu ciing ve vudt,
vo chdng nang niu quy héa nhu hat ngec trén

s tay' 5. Lol

i

Thém thodt thoi dwa, nghy qua thang lai, chiing
bao lau ¢ di tudi vira ddi tam, toc dai chim dit,
mit li€c nghiéng thanh, nhdc tréong ai ciing tirdng
nang Tién-Thu lai xudng trin-gian lin nia! Thoi
hét cu An no mudn dam cho cdu dm Ba,lai dén
ba Phli kia, mudn xin cho ciu Vién ca, nhuwog hai
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vg chéng Vwong-6ng vi cii théi quen cna nguoi
Khich ¢ An-nam, di thanh ra mét 1@ riéng « Con
Tay lai ga cho nguwdi Tau ». Va lai da tréng thiy
cai gwong mily 6ng cong-tir phdn nhiéu « ré cui ot
méa » nghénh ngang 4m o2 con cha chau 6ng, rit
cyc trong 6¢ khong ¢6 mgt chit hoc-vin,

Hi¢u Phan-bach-van hang Ngang vén mét nha
buén gim véc c6 ti€ng & Bic-ky la noi gidng Khach

Minh-hwrong. Cé ngudi chau tén la A-Ciu bai nha
xira nay thudng buén ban di lai than cAn véi nhau,
vd cling méon drong hé ddi nén mdi manh tro
~ <huyén thiép hong ddi trao, dinh ngay nap-thai
viu-quy, nhit thi€t theo y nhwr tuc 1& Tiu ca. Bita
nghinh hén nao 6-16 nao song-mi sudt tir hang
Ngang d&n hang Pao lién nhur ném cdi. Cac cha,
chi nay theo pham phuc cii doi Thanh, cha kia
mic mot maoi Thai-tdy. May thim, thim thi cao xa
gdm bom bay, thim thi quin Iinh tia Sai-gon, mot
ving nhr thé cidy quynh canh giao.., xua nay
Ha-thanh chwa ¢6 dam cwéi nao ma to nhu thé.

Lach..!Tach..! Tach..! Pung..!phdo nd vira
dirt, nghe trong nha dap n6i niéu bat dia gi seang-
soang roi khéc om som mudi gao ném ra tir phia,
c6 ba muy khach cdng moét c6 a hang Dao xiém do
miic theo 18i tudng ¢6 dong vai may ba manh phu
nha quan. Khi ¢dng ra dén d-t6 tir bé man che
treéng pht, ¢6 diu ngdi trong miéng khoc tay
dap tudng chirng nhw ngudri bi cudp bit céc ma
dem di viy.

Pham khoc 14 céi bidu hiéu budn riiu dau don
ngwoi nghe ai ciing thuwong vay. Duy co cdi khoc
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nay goi a khoc boa. Vi lé nguwoi Tau cho la di
ldy chdng xa cha me ctra nha ching chét ciing
hinh nhw chét. Tuc &y khong bi€t di truyén tw bao
gio nay van chua doi, ngh cling tirc cuoi thay.

Khi ruée dau vé dén nha chong khong ai phai
xwrong « Chi ai» ¢6 dau cling ty-nhién nin thil.
Ba mu Khach lai ¢dng tir xe c¢dng xudng nhicéu
dién triom pht ca ngudi vira vao vira ném mudi
gao cho d€n tan ctra ngin roi ¢dng thing vio
budng. Boan ra 1é tir-dvong, cha me, dng chi ba
bac. B€n tdi dat tiée moi anh em than bing ¢
hitu thich thudc than huan, c6 dau phai moi gidu
nwde banh murt tirng ngudi moi ldn ra moi thi
doi mic mot thir 4o. Nhirng ban than chu ré né
dua nghich ngom lam toi ¢6 dau da trim khoanh
tuc goi la« ndo phong » cho mén tiéc ré6i maoi ai vé
nha ay.

Co6 Phuweong sau khi két duyén vai A-Chu trong
4,5 ndm, sinh ha duwgc ba mun con gai, vo ching
van twong ddc, trong gia-dinh vAn huwdng duge
cai hanh-phuc yén vui khong nghe th8y mot ti tia
titng gi ca.

Bira kia cO ngwrdi Khach lam Com-la-do dén du
A-Ciu lén hang Gify nghe hat, Ciu ta xwa nay
chi viii ddu & trong d8ng voc nhiBu chwa tirmg
ném trai cai tha phong liru chuw thi bao gi¢, nay
hinh nhir anh chang danh cé lot vao Dao-nguyén
tai gi ma chiing mé mai?

Miy c6 4 kia nghe cha nay chau cu Phan-bach-
Van gidu 06 hang triéu, mirng thim v& dugc mon
bo nén lai cang au y&€m tram chiéu; khi danh toan,

l
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khi quang ¢d, khi ngam c4du hiim, lic gy cung dan,
lam cho chi mé tit quén ca cai khé ki€ém dwoc
dong tien no6i rd bot mép, dem di 46 mét tran cuwdi.

Trong xé6m binh-khang ¢4 nha mu Quan la dic
sic nhét hang Gifdly, trong nha thwong c6 mudi
mdy 4, c6 Hoan béo, c6 Yén giy, mbi nguoi dep
riéng mot vé. Ma nhit la c¢c6 Pao-Tué mén ma séc
sao lai cé phiin hon; tudi vira doi tam, thanh co sic
c6, ma tai cling co, thuwong cung dam vwong téon
cong-twr lang choi, chén ruwou cudc co, dan tho
xuwong hoa. Nhung tir cao cai than gia, chéu hat
phi trdm bac thi khong duwoe than cai huwong trach
cua c¢d, nén nhirng cau thi€u nién c6 mau dé bi
mat viéc lam, sat co-nghiép, tu toi ciing vi co.

;&-Cﬁu v8n mot gidng si tinh, duoc ngli cai géu
4o cua my-nhan; diu pha san ciing héy ki l& bé |
Nao, nay cdy gim-hoa no, mai tdm sa-tanh kia, hét
soi gidy chuyén vang, lai déi vong ngoc thach, dé
lam « xt1-vo-nia» cho chi a.

Mot hom Pao-Tué ¢b tay deo cai dong ho vang,
A-Chu hoi mua mﬁy chuc.

Dao-Tug tra loi réing:

Ay cau tham Tinh m¢éi mua sau chue « xu-vo-
nia » cho em day.

A-Ciu rirou nga nga va thi€u-nién duong thinh
khi lien cim dong-ho ném tan ra tirng manh, roi dat
chi a xudng Trang-tién mua cho cai béng vang
thuc gia mot tram ba.

Mu Quian mirng thim dwoc chia Khach quych lai
cang to luc chudt hong cho chi a, ra tay phua phép
di vanh — bdy ngh® tam chir —lam cho A-Ciu mé
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man tinh thin, bdo buén bo ban, thau dém thau
ngay, bita in khong co Pao-Tué khéng ngon, gidc
ngt khéng ¢6 Pao-Tué khéng yén. Ong cha ba chu
c6 danh mang lai mudn gieo nhirng cai va tdy dinh
hét thubc-phién ddm-thanh lai dip ciu Séng Cai.
Nha buén ban co-chi xwa nay, thily nhirng chuyén
rung minh sén 6c nhw th€ chi nghi€n nghm nha
‘vO phuac gép thing chau b#t hi&u, ctia trong nha
da d&n ngay doi nén ra di.

Thi Phwong thily ndng néi ong chdng mé chﬂ‘l
qua do, thwong can ngéin thi Cau lai « binh kiu »
cho moét héi, ¢é lie niing l&i, tham chi dén toi béi
dap hoa wvui liéu, dwong truée anh hdéng vui veé
béng dién nén tén kich bi-thdm thé-lwrong.

Mot ngay kia A-Chu trong « Bot-to-phoi » da can
vé tdng tién phu-nhdn khong dwoc, mudn quyét
liet dem nhau lén Toa kién xin ly di.

Thi Phwong ngay ra ban hang tdi vao hu hi véi
ba con, thuwong dém thanh ving mot dén mot
bong ngoéi nghi phén minh tra hai hang 1€, trach
ai den bac ra théi triing-hoa d& cai doi minh ehéng
tu cling thé nhw tu vay. Thoi biét truwéce tha dirng
0é oe tham gidu ldy cha Khach-lai thi ddu dén ngay
nay ¢6 chdng ma ciing nhur khong, diu di€ém phén
'td son eciing la udng cai cong lam dang. Kia vo
anh hang phd, thim Khach lac rang, rau-rau chéo-
chao, mot gidic hanh mon, diu udn éo lam sao «a
soc» ciing nhoén mép cuoi khéng hé ring « ha
ma » mét ti€ng, €

Minh tur khi bwéoc chan vé nha chdéng, chiéu
chong nhu chiéu vong; nao vong thao cho di cam,
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hot dira cho di ban, bav giér gia tai chi con hon
nghin bac vén dé budén ban thém thit kigm chut
loi riéng lai mudn phon 18t khong dwrge. Nao nay
- doa lén Toa ly di, mai doa 1én 10a ly di! The ra vo
chong doi nay chi du-vém vOén-vd nhau vé déng
tién, hai chir «ai-tinh» cndng qua mot tiéng cira
miéng noi cho cao-thwong do thoi.

A-Cu tu khi &n phai bi c6 Dao-Tué ngay vé ngu
cho dén chidu tdi lai thing bo di sudt sang. Trong
nha khong ai dam noéi ning to ti€ng s¢ moi ho ring
lanh, ¢6 quin-hé dén thwong-nghiép danh-du nén
ddu kin nhu bwng, ngoai chwa ai hay da gin sat
mat qua nwra gia-san.

X¢ cira hiéu Phan-bach-Van c6 ngwéoi Khach tén
Ca-Quay giang cao mit phéin con giai 6ng Thién-
tho-duwong nha ban thude bao ché€, vén ban thin
voi A-Chua la mot tay ban troi khéng co vian-lu o
thanh pho Ha-néi, chén biét may canh phu-dung.
(Giom bi€t vo clmng A-Ciu liin nay khong hoa thuan
voi nhaua, bén gia do sanyg choi, thinh Lhﬁnb dat de
nén 1oi, hoi thim Clu (tire Thi Phwong) ring:

— Ng6é mach thim diéu nay diung néi cho nha
bigt l,Ll_]EI

F22Chtt cir 06, . . viéc gi?
— Nay! Ngoé thdly chu Cau ldy vo 1€ ¢6 dao da
thué nha & voi nhau roi day thim al

La gi dan ba néng noi nghe thdy twdng thuwe mau

ghen noi 1én, mudn 4p dao ngay dén tan nha giét
cho con cudp sOng chéng minh moét mé boi vi
né ma lam cho canh gia-dinh nguwoi ta dwong vui
hoa té, dwong hop nén tan, n€u khong bam vim

ji
il
i
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—

duwgc mit noé ra thi khong ha gian, biing x6 xat
ma linh canh-sat c6 can thiép dén nira, bat qua
moi bén 8 hao bac phat la cung.

Thi Phu'(rng dd lap tam nhw vay bén nidn nl noi
voi Ca Quay réng:

Em nh¢ chu lam on dwa cho blbt nha con dam
phu kia ¢ dau?

Ca-Quay th@ly nang di trung k&, lai gia tang gat
di noi rang:

— Théi ngd khong dam. .. .. Co-nglr dd noi:
« An udng tim d&n, danh nhau tim di» nay ngo
dwa thim xudng danh ghen véi n6 réi mai cha Ciu
mang ngd thi & quay va lai thim c¢6 mét minh 1&
ching né hai nguwoi dinh mot lai m don!

— Khong chu cir dua cho toi biét nha roi mac
t6i an thua véi ching no.

CA-Quay ngin ngai gio lau roi tra 1oi rdng:

— Dé toi vé nghi co k& gi hay, mai sang sé lai
ban véi thim.

Noi roi Ca-Quay dirng day céo tir vé. Thi-Phuong
din ngoai lai ring:

— Nhé dirng quén dtiy, chia Ca nhé?

Ca-Quay gat dau roi cut vé thiing vira di vira
khdp khénh mirng tham. .

A-Cu throng quanh nidm sudt thang cur ngéy
- vé nha t8i lai mo lén Dao-Tué, mot hé:m chi ngo

I&6i no6i voi mu Qudn, xin cudi ¢d Tué dé vé trong
nom hang ho.

Nhung Tué¢ dwong la cay tién clia mu, déi nao
mu di chiu 1€ ti€n thdn-tai di ngay, réi sau trong
nho vao dau. Bén vira cudi vira néi véi A Clu riing:
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— Buoce, chi thuong yéu no thi con gi hon nitra.
Con 3y béo 1éo mém miéng gia cho ngoi hang chao
khach chiic ca phd hang Ngang ching c6 nao #n
dit duwoc. Nhwng con phai séu tét it lau da chu ?
Ai héi vo cuodi lién tay nhuw thé, bén Tau, chir
An-nam ngod kiéng. . ..

Pao-Tué ngodi bén A-Chu cling noi dua ridng:

— Hay la cdi ni cur 1én day lam ré vay.

Miy nguoi cwoi cuoi noi noéi mot hdi lau, roi
Xxum nhau vao danh phan than, man cudc, tinh A-
Ciu thna vira ngot mot dinh.

Ca-Quay vé nha, nim nghi thau dém, cai lwong-
tim véi cai duc-vong, hai ding giao chi€n voi

nhau hoi hop: Mot duong ta voi A-Cdu, tuy ban- .

hitu, ciing nhuw anh em rudt, ai lai mu6i mat lam
thé ? Mot mai thanh tich 1¢ ra, pho x4 nguoi ta thi
chiti cho Ging m& ? Mot dwong céim A-Chu choi x0,
Pao-Tué¢ la ngudi yéu cia minh, ma né phong tay
trén mat, thi ta phai tra thu cho n6 mot me.

Nght di nghi lai, réi viing ddy l1Am bim néi réing:

— Thién-ha nguwdi ta nhan nhén, chan van thing
cho ma?!..., minh co di &&n tay, néu khong phat
cling dai. Thoi ludn-ly gi cai d&i nay.

U..... Ta danh lira dit thim CAu di thi chic
dwoc réi, nhung dem dau tién bay gio.

Hdi lau cuwoi ha ha noi:

— Thoi, phai-phai, Diéu-k& chan diéu-ké!. ..

Qu;? hom sau Ca-Quay lai do sang nba thim Cia

noi ba hoa thién dia mot hoi, thim Cau hoi ring:
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— Th& nao chu da nghi duwoc k& gi giup cho em
chwra? Cé&-Quay ghé tai bdo nhd thim Cau: nhw
thé!, .. nhw thé! .. |

Thim Chu, gat ddu noi:

Nhirng phai ding hen dirng quén nhé.

Chuong ddng hoé nha tho danh boong boong sau
ti€ng, dén dién ngoai phd vira bat 1én sang choang,
c6 mo6t nguwoi thi€u-phu, toc duoi ga dai cham
ngang lung, mit trong c6 vé wu-sdu, ngoi trén cai
xe cao-su chay vun vat nhw tén bay tur phd hang
Ngang, thing xudng bo hé Hoan-ki€m, trurde nha
khach-san thi dé xudng danh «phich» mét cai. Nguoi -
thi€u-phu dwra gia 3 xu roi xudng ngo ngac nhin
sG nha, trong bong ¢6 mét chang nguoi giong cao
miit trdng ndén, van do Au-phuc, theo mé&t tan-thoi
chay lat dat ra chao va néi ring:

— Thim Céu sao cham thé&?

Bac Quay | nha thay doi diay w, vé chua?

Chwa, ta hay vao nha ngéi choi, cho ddv mét
lic vay. :

No6i roi, hai ngudi cung vao. Ca-Quay ditruoec,
thi-Phwong theo sau, l1én thing tirng gac thi hai
hiéu budng s8 mot day cira buée vao trong di dot
sin ngon deén dién 100 bu-di (bougies) sang le 16i,
chigu vao cdi giwong tay bing dong coi béng loiang,
bén twdong dé cai ta 4o canh ctra khap tdm guong
soi. MOt bén thi cai ban rira miit son trang co du c4
chan thau khin mil va sa-phong thom. O gitra bay
mét céi ban va bon cai gh€,trén ban dit métlo hoa.

BPoan Ca-Quay m¢&i thi-Phwong ngéi roi goi bm
lén bao réng:
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— Khoan dirng pha nwde voi, hiy lay hai cai ede
vi mily thir reou mui dé cho trang thuin da. .

Tén bdi da chwa rit ti€ng, thi-Phwong hoi khé - |

luén rang:

Pav la s& lam viée gi ma nhiéu bunng ngian thé
nhi ?

Tén b6i tim tim cwoi ma dap lai rang:

— Thwa day la sim diy a

Thi-Phwrong nghe thiy tiéng « nha sim» dut minh
voi ngoanh hdéi Ca-Quay: <

Ch&t ndi...! hay!.. Sao bac bdo d&n nha thiy
doi gi kia ma?

— (‘a—Qu-ly thity nét mét thim hdt hoang cling bat
cwdi roi ung dung tra loi réng :

— (6 ngai gi! day la mot cdi budng toi thué thang
d& lam viéc hoi kin. Nay moi thim d€n*day cé ¥
mudn ban riéng véi thim cho k¥ ludng roi sau sé
thi hanh thi mé&i khong hong viée duge chur?

— Nhung ma cai ti€ng «lén sim» x3u xa ldm
bac a... Ngh cai k& hac ban nhd véi toéi hoi truea,
ta cir dén néi voi thiy doi tom ¢d con di kia tOng
cho né vao nha «luc-si» la thuwong sdach nhit, viée
. gi con phai vao day ?

Con phai tinh lai, k€ &y chwa duoc hoan teén,

— Khon nan! con hoan loan d&én the nao nita?

Thoi cir no6i phéng. ..

Duwong noi thi tén bdi bung ruou lén. Ca-Quay
do 18y, rot ra hai c8e, dwa mot cdc moi Thi-Phuwong
unng, Thi-Phwong tir chdi, sau nai mai phai né

udng mot hé'p rwgu ngot nhung khéng udng quen
nén hoi men ciing boc Ién miit do birng.
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Thi-Phwong udng xong roi, lai hoi ludn ma ring:
. — Xin bac no6i cho nghe cai k& ay vi sao ma
~ khéng duwoc hoan toan ?
= (Ca-Quay noi:
— Biit n6 thi dwgce diy, nhung mot 1an thir nhat
nha nwée ciing dung thir. Va lai A-Chu th€ nao ma
-~ n6 chidng chudc ra. Vay k& dy co phai la chuva
hoan-toan khong ?

- The thi tinh lam sao bay gio?

Tinh thi dwoe nhwag s¢ thim khong nghe ng6?
— Th€& nao toéi cling xin nghe, bac cir noi di!
— (Ca-Quay vira cuwdl vira noi:

~ — The di nao?

~  — Viéc gi ma phai thg, chu ¢t noi di!

— Thim c6 nghe cau phuwong-ngén nguoi ta
thiedng noi: « chéng danh bac thi vo danh bai »
khong ? Loi tue-ngir tuy ndm-na mach-qué, ma thue
th€ méi la binh-quyén. Vi cai doi vin-minh vat-
chit nay, ngudi ta phian nhiéu khuynh-huwéng vé
chii-nghia khoai-lac, nam nit déu binh-déing tur-do.
Néu khu-khw gitr 18i « tong-nh@t» nhw xwa thi
chéing héa ra ¢6 lam.

Ta cirngdm nhitng di€u trong thiy hién & Ha-thanh
ta bay gio, kia nhirng nha chéop anh, may rap hat
tuong toi nao ciing nhw tdi nao, dap-diu bi€t bao
nhiéu tai-tir giai-nhan, chen chan trong hoilac!

Toi gi ta cir ciim ciim, cui cui, ddu nam chi cudi
that lwng budc bung dé cho 6ng chong thinh thoang
lai eué6m mot mé, dem do di nhitng ché ndo chod
nao thanh ra sudt doi chi théing cong lam cho
thang ngay én.
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- Ha!.. Hoéa dai qua! Cai chu Ciu nha ta né bé
tha c&r bac, say dim di€m dang, bo thim mét minh
phong khéng nim canh goi chi€e, nguyél-hoa, hoa-
nguyét dém xuéan ai chdng cdm long?
Thoi! c6 chong ma ho hirng nhuw khéng thé€ nén
ngd nghi cting therong cho A-thim, ma 4i ngai cho
A-thim: canh hoa dem ban vao thuyén lai buén!

Ey cung vi thwong vi 4i ngai bao nhiéu lai cang

néng nan yéu mén biy nhiéu.

Gia ngo cé phuc duge cai «cdé lin pho» nhan
sdc nhu A-thim, ddu c6 chét yéu s¢'m vai chue ndm
ciing « hay gia» khéng ky quan gi 1¢1

Thi-Phuwong nghe chu Khach siic-16 ¢6 ¥ bom
xom mudn gun ghé hoa kia nguyét no, gio ngoé gi¢
ngong tan ma tan ménh tire minh doc ngay mot
bai viin t& nom. Song lai nght bung ring :

Cai d6 bep tai, noi lém nhw thanh-thdn. Sao cu
mit d6 rau dai doi Hau-Han, co6 chéun chédt dau ma
quy hoa th&?

Ai con la gi con mu «ldu phd» nha han, cai moéi
mong quet mom #y ciing chidng vira; ot nao la ot
khéng cay, cir suy bung ta ra bung nguwoi, dan ba
ai cling c6 man mé dy ca?

Co hay gi cai nghé di vung vé trom nhuw cai kim

trong tui ngay mot 16 ra, triim bo dudc cling bat
dwgce con &ch. Chi chang kia né ndi ghen lén, phd-

X4 ngudi ta tréng vao thi ta con miit mili nao dam-

trong thiy ai nira! Ddu cho ddc hét nuwoc Ho-Tay,
Song-Nhi cling kho ma rira sach dwoc ti€éng xau-sal

it
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Va lai ta da sa chin 1& buoc, vao dén nha sim
thi ddu c6 ngay cho ch&t ai ciing phai ngd. Ma lam
ram ri ra bit qua chi t6 thém béu nho. Aun la I3y
l6i phai ching du ké ngong cudng dé thao théan
vé khdéi mang ti€ng tdm gi ca.

Bén lay loi diu dang dap lai:

— Thua bac Ca! Bac ¢6 bung thwong day bao cho
th€ thwe la chi€cthuyén ciru-kho t&-do ké tram-luan,
cady kim nam-cham chi dan noi phwong huong dam
dau lai cwdng khéng vang 1inh y caol VA lai chik
« trinh » & cai bubi doi nay ha gia co nuwa dong
xu nguwoi ta ai con ti€c gi véi ai. Song nghi cai
«chéan 4i tinh » la chi co tinh than méi la cao thwong,
néu chuyén vat chdt thanh ra dam 6. Kia nhing
dam lidu ngd hoa twong, ga dong méo ma nghin
xua ai ¢o khen gi?

Bac doc bao c6 thily may ngay la khéng ding: Co
4 nay dam ddau ho Guom, ¢6 & kia trAim minh séng
Cai. Bo ciing chi vi tinh ma nén ndi song dap cat
vui, chdu chim ngoc dam. C6 phai tinh la diy oan
khéng?

Nhuw (6i co wvui gi thé ‘;u- ma con mudn mong
nhan-tinh! Béc thi chi truong di co chi Hing,
pha hoai danh ti€t nhing ké co chong lam chi
ho t6i nghiép.

Bac thuong xem Tam-qudc ha lai khong thiy cau
« Cim dufc sudt sang » cda cu rdu nim chém
nha ta xwa? sao chau chét khéng noi cai guong
sang TG Tién lai di quyé&n ong du y&n gheo nguyét
tréu hoa, hién t6n ddu ma é qua th&?
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PBuong Iic nay nuwée Tau dang phén liét, cach-
manh chira thanh cong, 6ng Trung-son la mot thay
lang ma anh-hung dung nén thoi th&. Tai giai
thoi loan tang-bong hdo-thi ai kém ai dau. Mot
truong liét-liét oank-oanh vi déng bao muu hanh
phic chir ham sic ma chi cdi ma héng?

Nao c6 hay gi cdi ti€ng trong dau trén bode, cé
quy gi con nguwdi 14 gié canh chim ma nhitng dam
thi€u-nién bo phi cdi do&i théng minh, 1in quiin
trong vong tinh cam, ed4 nwéde nhu Trinh - Vé,
tirong-lai sau nay con tréng ngoéng vao dau ?

Ca-Quay nghe néi dén dfy lwong-tAm tu nhién
phat hién, voi gat phit ngay di ma rling: |

— Thoi, thim dirng néi nita ngd biét hdi réi, hdi
that! tir diy xin budc chi ¢b tay!..

Nght ti€c thay cho cai A-Chu c6 tay noi-tro khon
ngoan rat mwe no6i ning phai 1&i nhir th€ ma bo di
theo cai con «di» Hay!.. Dai qual..

No6i rat nhoi thi chuéng déng hd vira danh tam
ti€ng, Thi-Phwong dirng 1én noi réing:

" ( day khong tién ngdi dai, xin ki€u bac vé
truoc.

(Ca-Quay lién goi boi lén chi gia tién nong dau °
dily réi cung xudng ldu ra cwra, goi hai cai xe cao
xu: Thi-Phuong vé phd hang Ngang, Ca-Quay di ré
sung hang Trong.

Thi-Phwong vé dén nha bung ngdm nghi réng :

Day thién-ba ché ma th€! ltra minh bao di néi
viri thdy doi bét con gai roi dat ngay lén sim, may
ba cai tht-mang minh ciing khén thiéng run rui
chir khong thi thuc chét. Thoéi ha vial
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Ciing rai cho Thi-Phweng xu#t hanh bi ngay
« sat cht » ma ciing tai troi, mudn day vao cai kiép
phong-triin, dé gia no thé-nhan con thi€u lai dau
tir ki€p trwde. Ngay t8i hom @y co con Sen nha Ca

- Quay di ra bo hé mua nwéoe da bat gip hai nguoi

cung O trong nha sam ra voi vang vé hot tang
cOng voi cod chu:

— Nay c6 a, ¢6 cau chuyén nay hay qua, con
mach ¢d réi ¢d thudng cho con manh vai may do
nhe.

— Chuyén gi khong néi thi ba thuwdong ngay cho
cai roi may bay gio, vai voi véce gi !

— Nhung ma con s¢ cht con danh!

— Chu nao dam danh, may cir noi di choba nghe !

— Thua con thidy chu con di v&i thtm Cau bén
kia, thé nao lal ¢ trong nha sim ra cé al

Thim Quay toan hoi lai né bong nghe ngoai cira
co li€ng g& « cach-cach » réi goi ring: £

—Asenal.. mdcira?

‘Con sen voi vang chay ra md, chu Quay vira
budc vao, thim Quay ngu}’rl ngay mot cai ro that
dai r6i noi réng:

— RS miit mo! Di dau bay gi* moi dan thin xac
vé ddy?

Ca-Quay vira cwoi vira noéi ring:

— (o6 Kiéu chira! Con ban tinh 88 & ngoai hiéu
chir di dau.

— Phai. .. tinh 86 ¢ trén sim c6 phai khong ?
0i chit Tai xem nao ! Cai moéi mong hoén
chi quen dn khéng noi co6, dd oan cho nguoi ta,
roi chiéng so chét non w?

https://tieulun.hopto.org
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— C6 chét cai... day nay! con gai di gia mém..

Thé, ché di voi con thim CAu bén kia 1én sim ddy,
cdi mom cir leo 1éo mii, D6 mat gidy ma.

Ha ma ni... Ml ni c6 trong thily qua tang khéng?

Thim C& nong tigt, dirng xia tay xoi x6i vao miit
ong chong, nhu thiy boi dam cua ma réng:

— The& con cho, con chd nao mot dira 1én xe vé
hang Ngang, mét dira ré sang hang Trong.

Ca-Quay nghe néi ding moém bigt khong the cii
x0a dirge bén nhoen mép cwoi khi!

Thim Ca noi tam banh lén th&c luén cho mot
hoi:

— Dira di hoc ngam long gi vao miéng, ai lai vo
liém-si di chim chuét dira chong con nguoi la
con 8¢ s diy. N6 tém duoce lai khong sat cai « ni
¢6 thiu » a !

Va xwa nay hai nha phi noéi thc ngoai ai lai
giong ho nha tom th€ bao gio ?

Kia cai mdt phain bu cai moéi tham si, thang chin
chuc dong hac nhét vao cai xe cai tdn con chuwa
da lai mudn danh du voi tinh; hat xwong trai gai

nay lén sim mai lén sim, ching biét r6i n6 hoa-

cai ra luc nao !

Thoi, chdng lau dau! cudi thang nay hiéu cai
nguoi ta dem don dén doi tién miy kién thudc
roi ban c¢8i gang voi dao cdu di ma gia no nguoi
ta a? Troi oi! Chi ch&t 6ng cu gia véi gai nay
théil., .|

Ca-Quay bi v¢r méng cho mot hoi ngoi thir mit
ra roi vao thay ao trum chin kin mit bung lam
bim néi ring:
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— Tiu ha mal Ngé6 hom nay di gip gai, dd xoi
hong bong khong, v& nha lai bi vo méng hiy gia..
Xay lo!

Roi nfiim ngay o o mot gific cho dé&n sing.

Qua chiu hém sau dwong lic nguéi di lai tép-
niap mua ban rén rang, c6 mu dan ba mat sat swong
ngoi trén cai gh€ diau & truwde cira hiéu bao-ché
trong sang x& cira vé day bén kia cé@t ti€ng chiri
lanh lanh:

— Chém cha con ré-cui t6t ma kia! may lai
mudn 18y tranh chong cua ba a? né chi, t6t bo
canh thoi chir nghién so bai cong ddy chéng quy
hoa gi dau! may cu sang day lay ba, ba lay, ba sé
nhuong phirt ngay cho, O, céi con ré-cui tot mi
al. . {

Phd hang Ngang xwa nay von la nhitng con
nha né n&€p khong ai ¢t ti€ng chiri ria nhan nhw
hang rau th€ bao gio, nén ph6-x4 ai nghe cling l&y
lam la; khong biét con gai nha ai ma ddn kigp, di
phai long chong nguwoi ta cho ho chui?

Cir theo céi ludng dién mit chiéu xa cla nguoi
dan ba ngdi trén chi€c ghe dau churi rua kia, thi ai
ciing doan ngay ra dugc la c6 y am-chi vao Thi-
Phuong.

Thi-Phuweng duong ngéi ban to lya ldng tai
nghe thdy nhitng {i&ng bong gié bac chi cua thim
Ca-Quay bén kia, hon via luc bay gi¢ twra ho nhu
cac ba céc cd bt séng ngay di mat. Ngoi chél dang
ch&t cay chét ngat nguoi di ldc nao khong ai biét
ca.
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Trong nha théy [h€ voi x?ﬁng khiéng sOc ngay
vao gi - nuwdce girng do cho hoéi lau maéi tinh lai.
T8i ngdi thong tha ca nha méi xam lai hoi vi con

co gi ma co nhirng chuyén nhudc nho nhw thé 7.

Thi-Phuwong cir thyue twong khai tuy méi nguéi
an-Gi mot vai cidu ngoai cira miéng, thuc trong
bung van hoai-nghi riing: c6 1€ nao phuwéng cho
doi vo durgc mi€ng thit ngon ma lai nha ra bao
gio? vo ly?

Va lai cai con Phuwong nay trong sach di noi:
« Nhon quang nhu thuy c¢é lanh dwoce dau », nao ai

bidt dwoec ma dn c6 thé nao ? Cai thuwong tinh thién
habAy gio phdn nhiéu c6 chdng cang dé choi ngang,

¢6 thao da d6 va ngay cho ché, méi luc ai dé dem
di ma th mau duoc.

Thoi nhwrng ma cling tai nha minh vé phuc thiéu
am-dirc chir chéng trach gi ail Nao ¢6 phai mua
thira ban thi€u do dai xé ngdn, nén quy-thin bao
irng ngay nhgn ti€n. Sao con di hw, chau di hu,

dén doa nang dau ciing lai hu n6t. Cai van thue

« Xtii-quiy ».

Tir day cu Bach-Van vi nién cao khi-huyét kém
lai thém nghi ngdm nghi ngdm vé bwéoe duong
twrong-lai trong canh gia-dinh nén thwong om
quiit-queo hoai, ching m#y ngay la doi khoi siéu
thude.

Cu von la mét nha dai doanh-nghiép, thuong
ngay lach tach ludn tay véi cai ban-tinh, nay khée
khir ©m mai nén ciing chan sy doi, moi biét con
nguoi cai khée manh con quy hon tién bac. Sau
cu mo6 theo dao phat, nghia la khong phiai nghién
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ctru cai triét-ly cao-thwong, hang ngay tung mot
vai quyén kinh trwée ban tho direc Quan-d#, dé ciiu
~ ldy tiéu lai giai &ch ma thoi.

Thi-Phuong, tir hom bi cai « phdt» oan, phd-xa
nguoi ta don dai may thang khong dam 16 mit ra
coa hang, ma xem y trong nha ciing coi thwong
coi-khinh, n6i mat néi khay, nhét la dire ong chong
lai cang ho hirng, thwong ca tudan-1é ching hé
ring hoi dén nwra 1oi.

Nang nghi cling tui than; ro that minh oan nhuw
oan Thi-Kinh, néi niém bi&t 16 ciing ai? Nghi ¢
nha chdng ciing d&, ma vé nha minh ciing dé, cw
nhw gai ngoi phai coc, ha miéng s¢ mac quai. Nén
¢6 ic mudn dam dau xudng hé Guwom, ¢6 lic mudn
gieo minh theo giong Nhi, lai ¢6 lac da mua dam
thanh thudc-phién, ciling c6 lic da treo giai y€m
lén x& nha cho réi ranh cdi doi song dd khong
bi€t vui thi ch&t con c6 gila kho?

Nhwng trong khi sun soe chwe chét, hai ong Gigi-
than hai vai lai ming bdo ring:

« Ay dirng dai, ch@t dn dit udng. ... viée doi
bat nhu v, mwoi phin thuwong dén tam chin, cur ké
thi cling chan that. Tha ch€t quach lai hay, nhung
con dwong twong-lai con dai vo han. N€u sdng
chua h€t cai nghia-vu song, thi chét lai cang thém
ning nghié¢p. Va cdi than minh von khong phai
duwoi 16 né chui 1én; chin thang hoai-thai, ba nim
nhii-bg, tinh cha nghia me dao tao thanh ra, hét
com cua ngudi di cay; manh 4o ctia nguwoi dét cui.
Vay thi cai thAn minh ¢6 phai la cia minh dau
ma minh c6 quyén chét duwoc?

https://tieulun.hopto.or
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Vi th& nén nhirng luc chwe chét lai gap nhirng
sww gan quai, khong ch&t thoat. Nghi mai biét cai
chét thuwe dé ma ciing thwe kho, diu ngudi mudn
ch@ét, ma tréoi chwa cho chét thi cling khong sao
ch€t dugc. Nhung ¢c6 Phuwong day trong vi nha
chong ghé lanh, ngoai vi pho xa ché cwoi, doi ngudi
nhu the la cai doi bo di roi, thi sdng con gi la vui

tha chét cho rdi lai thoat. Thé ma miy lin mudn ([
chét, dinh thoat ly cai thé-gioi xiu xa do ban nay B
dé qua cai tinh-ciu tiéu-diéu cwe-lac khac. Ma troi i
khong cho ciing khong trén dwge, bédt phong-trian g

phai phong-trdn, cho huwdng-phiec dwoc huwong
phic, tao-héa thue éo le doc dia, quyén nhan sinh
tranh ndm c¢a chang dé phin ai.

Kia! Nhirng dam cuc kich nha qué vai u, thit
bap, vit dura gang, chan ban cude, 1 y nhw lgn tuy
rau rau chao chdao, ¢6 con riu rit cdng vui tinh, ma
lai dwoc hwong-thy vé lau mai maii. Sao nhirng ke
di muwdi phian nhan séic, mit hoa, da phiin, khuon
triing .ddy din nét ngai no nang, troi dat lai ghét
gshen lam cho é ché, cho diéu dirng, nay tui lai mai
sau, cai than nhw ganh hang hoa ban rong di céac
cho, nghi that trai voi luat cong bang vo han!

111

Théang lai ngay qua, ha di thu toi, Thi-Phuong
mot ngay kia ngoi ban hang & trén cai giwong quiy,
¢o0 mot chang thi€u-nién cong-tir, mit tron triin,

https://tieulun.hopto.o
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hai ma phinh phinh, &n van tay-trang m&t Pa-ri-
giéng (Parisien) tay ciim cdy can vao hoi mua mgt
4o giim hoa dan ba thudin to ma hoa moi trong hep
vori thoi theé bay gio.

— Hoa co6 nhiéu thir, 6ng mudn mua cho ba ¢
nha ta thir hoa nao xin tuy thich. *

— Ay chét, dail Téi méi 46 tSt-nghiép & trudng
« Cao—dﬁng» ra da vo con gi dau, ma 6ng voi ba.
Day la 16i mua vé lam qua cho con em c6 no6 o
nha dé mic di hiu cu lon ba (6i diy thoi. Co tinh
miy chuc toi gia.

— Thuwa, thir nay moi co, gia hoi caec ba muoi
nhim dong mot 4o diy a.

— Khong con thir ndo hon nira?

_ Thuwra, chi c6 hang nay la nhit hac hang.

— (Co6 cwr ban cho thiu gia-trong bao nhiéu thi
bao roi téi sé dit anh em trong truwong ra mua ho

¢6 con nhiéu.

No6i roi ngudi thi€u-nién iy moc vi 1y dwra ‘hai
cai gidly bdn chuc gia lai 5 dong.

Tir ddy chang thi€u-nién thinh thoang thwong
dit anh em d&€n mua hang lau lau thanh ra quen
thuoc lan la, ngoi gid mot vai cu chuyén tri-ky, mot
bén thi cai moém khéo néi, mdt bén thi con mait
hitu tinh, vé tinh-than cao thwong, muwdi phin da
thiim yéu trém nhé ca muwoi nhung mit ngoai con
e, hd méi so mach rirng tai vach.

C6 mu gia tén Ba-Mai ngay thirong d€n mua tirng
mé hang dé vun, hodic nhung hodic gdm hodc sa-
tanh, the lua dem ban ngoai cho Bong-xuan.
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Mol hom nguwoi thi€u-ni¢u dén diy, gip mu
dueong ngéi chon hang, nguoi gia ma miéng réo
queo ¢6 khoa ngon-ngir, bén bung nghi ngay riing: it

Ta muwon mu nay lam ba Nguyét-lio xe day, |
c6 1€ viéc may hai dwoc! Lién gia vo' didn mu riing:

— Nay cu! C6 mi€ng nhung hay gdm nao lam
khin dan ba dwgec dem d€n nha t6i & ngay vuon
hoa Cira-Nam {6i mua m%y manh nhé !

Mu long ngay twdng thue, hom sau dem dua cae
thir hang d&n dé chiéu khéch, chang bén hoi do la
ring :

— Cu biét cai co6 ngoi ban hang ¢ hiéu Phan-
bach-van da co6 chong chua?

— Ay ch@t gai ba con roi dily a! Nhung ma phéai
anh chong. . .

— Sao khong dem ra toa ma kién pbang di?

— Kién the& nao duoc ? Nguoi la ¢c6 phai bo déi
bo khat mhu miy thiy lam viée mé theo me «mén »
chiing twdng gi d€n gai « sé» dau! |

— Cu thue tha qua, vo chong doi nay. . . Kia kia.
Nguoi ta chi vi mot cai tat ma bo nhau ngay. Nhit
la cac c6 thi€u-nir thoi nay co hoec-thire rd rang,
ldy chong bo chdng coi nhwr com bira thi sao? Cu
ctt bao dé toilam thiy cho khong mat tién dau ma
so. .. Toi nghiép dan ba sinh no ¢o thi. ..

— Nhung ma xui nhau lam phue, ai lai xui nhau
di kién, minh c¢6 may hot phuce dire? Phai toi chét.

Cu thuc c6 xwa, dé cho ngwoi ta chiu chét gia
th€ thi phuc lam?

https://tieulun.hopto
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— Gia bay gi¢ dn chay, noi cho bo vo bo chdong
roi sa dia-nguc. . . téi. .. toi. . . thoi kigu.

Cu da tin lai khong nhé cau « Ciru mot nguoi
phuc ding ha sa» w?

Ba cu thwe tha bi anh chang lém néi mot hoi
nghe ciing bui tai lién noi:

-— Toi thwong dé€n mua hang trong thiy tinh cadnh
thim ta nghf ciing thuong, van thwong khuyén do
Théi thé nao ciing thé chong ta dirng ¢6 bit chuoc
cai thoi nha ma 16i thoi ré ma day mo ke lé ddu cua
tai €ch, nguoi Khach ho hay cue lé no6 gio vo Téu ra,
gia don non nhé, bé mom miéng chi thiét than thoi.

Vay bay gio ma béo thi bao th€ nao? |

Chang thi€u-nién lién 18y cai danh-thi€p dua ra :
va din ring:

— Cu ctr trao cho thim fy cai thi€p nay va noi
day la cau sinh-vién truong Cao-dang thwong hay
d€n mua hang, mudn ra cong gitp thim vé nhitng
sir biit-binh. Vi cau 8y c6 quen than véi mot vai
ong quan toa, noi viée gi ciing dé, chir khong phai
nhuw ai ddm bi théc choc bi gao theo cai 10i cac
thdy «co» dau!

Mu Ba-Mai ra vé vira di vira ngdm nghi:

— Cai anh chang nay ddi tre lira gia, lam cho
minh lom khom xach géi mun di, lai xach géi mun
vé. Gia nguwoi khac thi cling miic quach ching hoi
dau, nhwng thim Ciu xwa nay budén ban véi minh
vin ¢6 y n¢i hon miy con ba «son» nghiét céin
ring kia chung no6 thily minh budén ndm ban me¢
d€n mi€ng gidu cling ching théem moi in, nght ma
ghét cho cai thoi khinh khinh cua thién-ha.

https://tieulun.hopto.org
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Khong 1& ngudi ta cuw xit voi minh nhw thé, con
vat con bi€t on nita nguoi. Nay thlly thim giip cai |
canh chong hu hoang in & bac b&o cir di vé cfit |
miéng noi la chwi, la dim da, nguwoi ¢é6 phai latran |
nguwa dau ma vi phu qua thé ! Gip phai tay minh |}
xem ba thi tim ngay Ify trang do kéu rim doi-xép
lén dé ho di¢u co lén «h6p », ba chi tdn 5 ddng bac
lay gidy « DOc-to», may co tot thiy ciing ba thang
it an treo la nhe. ‘

. . 4 . —~ & - i " -
Thoi gia nay cling chang nén quan cong cir mach

luat, lam ho san cho mot 1a don, lie ndo no tro
miit, kién ngay dén tam-phéip, cho né mit tién moi
x0t rugt, dirng & nha quen bit nat vo mii.

Sang mai mu toan dén s¢m dé ban nho voi thim | @
Cdu, nhwng so nha buén ban ho hay kiéng som | ¥

mai, chwa m¢ cira hang dd dén ngoi 1é lam cho | ©
rong cd ngay, ho lai dSt via d8t van minh thi dai. | ©

Qua trwra mu bhén gia do dén mua mun. Ngoi lan ;, '
la m&i dwa cai thiép va thuat cdu chuyén cau hoe- |
tro sinh-vién truong Cao-ddng noi hom qua, 6n | °
lai cho nang nghe, thim Cdu cim danh-thi€p xem | °*
thily trong dé hai chit « Hoang-H6 » bén nghl bung ; n
rang: R

Minh & voi chdng khong co diéu gi thit tiét, trén
hiéu thiao voi cha me, duwdi hoa thuan voi anh em,
le minh nght cling 1a mét con nang dau hién: Chi

vi lio Cd Quay no lira, ma mang tai mang ti€ng béu |I
xfiu béu ho, anh em khinh trueoe lang nuwéce khinh 3
sau. Nhwr the€ con mit miii nao ¢ doi véi nhau lan |
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i duoce? Tha thr di voi mu Ba nay dén nha cau,
ﬂ . % e . - [
'@ Hoang-Ho, xem gia-th& nhan-phiim cau ra sao, tram

'”5*_ - ndm may cé duyén gi. Chir & day lam than gilt cua
YWl Jam muwon khong c¢ong cho dén gia doi thi ching

Y thiét cai doi xuan xanh kia lam.
Cau nay coi nguwoi cling ra mé con quan, thé nao
roi chiéng [am quan ma lai 18t nghiép o Cao- ding

'] ra, nay mai nha-nuéc bd chiang quan Luc ciing
| quan Tham thang trdm hai bac lwong tuong cling
@4 chéng dén ndi nao phai doi.

|  Nhuwng mata phdi dén do y t xem rasao di, chur
| thién-ha nhan nhan phuwong cong-tir bot, chi 16t
b canh bé ngoai, trong thi that diac tay, ma nay
| vic « Po-méng » d€n so nay, mai vac « Do-ming»
n g chtre so kia, lam chan phu bién, lwong cong nhat
n | ngay 9, 7 hao ké nuoi miéng cling chang du. Thé
| ma thién-ha thily t&i mét vé cdi vo6 viin-minh, mic
i phai bay co-ke vo sb.

| Thoi, viée nha ai ndy rang, than ta ta phai lo
au, N¢€u bay gio dem kién cao uhau ra, xwa nay
quan Toa ai mudn cho vg chong ly di nhau bao
gio'! Valai minh la ngu¢i cira cac buong the, dirng
ra phoi miit o gitra tung-dinh, thién-ha nguoi ta
trong vao € qua. Vay cai k& cAu nay, cling khong
thé thi-hanh dwoc¢. Théi nhwng ma ta cu thir dén
Xem sao.

Bén bdao mu ring: ""

*  Trwa mai, cu chiu kho6 cho téi & trudc vron
hoa, dé ta cung vao xem giong ludi ciu ta ra sao
nhé, Ba-Mai xin vang roi tir biét ra vé.
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Ngbi dan ba thuwe nhe da, nghe noisao thi bao
hao lam vay. Co bi€t dau duong déi didy cam bay,
nguoi doi qua tinh ma, dé dwoc miy anh-hing
thily chuyén bat binh ¢ gitta dwdong ma ray vai ra
ganh vac? COo Phugng dd nhim mét budce truée,
khong I€ con .dai cai bude sau, phai mot cai, dai
d€n gia la cai thwong tinh thién-ha.

Nhung vi cai hoan-canh ¢6 b3y gior co khae voi
hoan-canh co ngay trudc, xwa 6ng chéng vi ¢c6 maoi
néi cti, matinh phu ¢6 thitrong bon chi em con ai
ngai riéng cho c6, nay 6ng chong vi ngira ghé don
ghen, ma vui dap co thi nhirng dira vit b0 né ciling
coi re c6. Nén ¢o con ¢ ngay néo la nhuc ngay ay.
Bat-déc-di cuing dwong phai tinh dén chir «liéu»
nham mat doi chan budéce di bwoe nira. Nhwng bi€t
diau trong cai thoi budi nhd nhang nay dé dwgc
may ai tri-ky, chiing qua cling mét 16 bom gia. Néu
khong ¢6 con méat thwe tinh doi nhw Trac-viin-

quan bi€t chang Tu-M4a, nang Hong-Phit biét Tinh-

qubdc-cong, chi nhirng nay lim mai 10, chang cdi
dai nao giong cai dai nao, dai roi con bi€t lam sao
khon duoc? :

Co Phuong trude da dai nghe chu Khach Ca, nay
lai dai tin cau ho Hoang, thanh ra sudt doi chi
nhirng dai la dai. Khi bi€t khon thi da chét rail

Truwa hém sau mat gioi duuglﬂ l6i chitu thing
didu pho tugng dong gitra vuon hoa Cira-Nam, mot
ba cu gia va mot nguoi thi€u-phu cting nhau di
rao bude vao mot cin nha ldu vé phia tay pha,
dén cira ba cu lén li€ng goi:

— Auh nho, anh nho oi! thiy ¢6 nha khong?
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~  —Thuwa ¢d, cau toi & trén gac, moi cac ba cir 1én.
Hai ngudi cung theo bue thang thuwoc tho bude
l1én, Hoang-Ho6 duwong ném trén cai gh€ «sich-du»
xem bdo thiy khach dén dirng day chéo va kéo ghé
moi ngodi, trén ban bé ngdn ngang nao bao chi nao
sach v& nao gidly but mwe tung hoanh nhu 0 chuét,
Hoang-Ho véi vang vira quo gon vira cuwdindi riing :
— Xin cac ba thaloi, 4y cai canh thi€u-nién chiing
toi chwra c6 vo con thanh ra cdigi ciing bira béi thé.
- Mu Ba-Mai dap:
— Thwa chiung t6i khong dam a. Hai cu nha ta
di choi dau vang?
— Quan lén toi mac & bén huyén, ba lon toi
thwong & trong qué, day chi co6 m¢t minh (6§ di
hoc roi vé lam ban véi nim ba quyén sach thoéi.
— Nha ta thue phte die qual
Dwong luc hai nguoi néi chuyén, Thi-Phuwong
ngodnh tréng bén tuwong thiy treo diy nhirng céu
doi, cdu thi son son thiE:p vang, cau thi son then
chir kham, birc thi bon lonﬂ ly nay mirng, buce thi
ban dong-liéu kia tiing, LllI]” du bi€t khong phai la
mot nha thwong dan.
K& Hoang-116 hoi Thi-Phwony:

e~ L0} n'ghe ba cu Ba day noi bac giai theé nao
ma lai d&n & bac tinh véi bac qua th€? Nguoi
phuong Pong minh keé ciing té thye. Dan ba chan
yéu tay mém dwgc miy oot hoi sire, ma dung dén
vOo lwe thi that did man qua. Luit tay bay gio hé
danh nguoi dan ba h&t el trai phai la ba thing tu,
ticn phat khong ké. Au-chan ngwoi la quy «ba
dam» nhu lroi, khong trach ho van-minh duoc.

https://tieulun.hopto.org
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- Va bay gio phong-trao nit-quyén dwong lai lang | i

g ca thé-gidi, cdc éng dy cir mo mang theo cai thuydt | o

luan-ly ct rich « tam-cwong» ap ché nguoidanba | 0

dén mat ki€p hong! )

CAu cach-ngén phwong Tay dd noéi réing: « Cai 4:

tay dwra vong cho con la tay cim quyén ci thé- d

gigin. N€u khong c6 dan ba thi cai canh phon-hoa | °

nay c6 thanh ra bii sa-mac khong? Sao eic ong | -

iy khong bi€t nghi, ddt qua. . j 0

Thi-Phwgng nghe biy nhiéu loi tim tde khen | ¥

& thim cau nay nguwoi hoe-thire &n noi cé khac nguoi, | -

néu ai ciing biét dwge nhw cau thi ta chi ciutle | w

xin dé toan con gii ca thoi. | B

¥ K& Hoang-Hb lai hdi: | |

,‘ — Theo nhuw y mudn bac bay gio thé& nao, xineir |

noi dirng ngai, t6i ddu ¢6 hy-sinh dén thian ménh |

E- _-- cling cam tam. | .
E%l. Thi-Phwong ngap ngirng dap : 1

.3 — (Chtng téi dau dam thé. Nghi dem cau chu.y?n = B

"& sia-dinh no6i ra cang thég ho then. Va ciing tw biet  §

f]} dén day di la mit dan may ddy kho col ldm roi. B
f Vi hom qua ba Ba téi cé noi tién-sinh la nguwoi

thirong-nghia hay bénh sw béit-binh ¢ gifra dwéng.

- s Rl e e

;,ﬁ Chang t6i that eling khong dam phién nghi da dem %
gﬁ, nhau dén cira cong thi tinh nghia doan tuyét, xin ||

chang thi cling chiing ai khen gi minh. Dung ¢o
nhitng c6 di hap quen cai khong-khi tw-do thi moi

o s
it iy

f tro trao the dwoe, chir con gai hang phd ching toi
.-:,f xwa nay chwa nghe thay ti€¢ng 6ng Tay da s¢ run
!;:f ca nguoi roi. Ma co kién cao chiing qua chi thém U
;: béu xiu nghin nim bia mi¢ng van con...
& |

a i -
e

1 B
i1 B

A

.- _'_'.f.

&
e
|-

il =

/

https://tieulun.hoptc



"

MO CO PHUONG 13

khong noi néng gi ca. Hoi lau moi hoi ring :

| Nhuw cdi cinh ngd téi bay gio, that la titn thoa:
?' leong nan, tién-sinh cao ki&n, nghi thé nio la
| phwong tién xin chi gido bo cho ?

— Theo y chiing toi, doi nay cir hay o gid bude

la xong chuyén. Kia giai tir-chi®ng, gai giang-ho,
gip nhau cling ndi co dd chan van ra diy !
. Nhw bac nguwoi nhan sic (hé lo gi khong co ke
| chung tinh ? Cai chit « Trinh » chiing qua céac cu co-
|  nhan tham-hiém, mudn huong ddc quyén, bia dat
ra dé lung lac ngwoi dan ba, ciing nhw cai chir
« Trung» vé doi quan-chu chir doi voi hoc-thuyéet
maoi bay gi¢ thire khong co nehia ly gi ca.

Ta & thoi nao theo ky-cuong iy, nghia la dirng co
don mat nhw ai, ¢6 chu r 4 liy thing day té, con
quan pht theo anh « s8p-p o » dé béu cai tro cuoi
cho xii-hoi ma phi cai cong trang didm ma hong

EEE - Thi-Phugng vira noi nwra chirng thi my Ba xen
bi | ~ ngang vao noi:
_F: — Thoéi thim cir vé thué cung-viin ho lam cho
i | miy la s¢ dén nhitng cho dén to phi lon ma kéu
6 | ~ chu lay ngai toi-linh ché am do dirong run rii cho
i . chu Ay hoi tAm lai vo chong duoc vui vé nhu xua
¢ 1 chiing hay w! Hay thir di xem qué boi co phéi nim
| xung thang han thi vé cung giai di. _
’ f Hoang-Ho ciing bat cwoi noi ring: _ ;
‘4 — Th& chiing tha kiém cinh chua nao, nhw chia =
"1 Hoa-Dai ma tu la hon c.
i ; Thi-Phuwong nghe co y riéu cot then do mit Ién

P.ﬁ.-,
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riang den. Con nhirng hang thi€u nién vira doi phéi
lira, hi€m gi nguwoi tri-ky mién & minh bi¢t kén
chon vang thau, dirng trong ga héa cude.

Nguoi ta ngay xuan dugc miy lie, ching choi
xudn cting hét xuan di. Néu sudt doi khong lue nao
dugc mot ti€ng cwoi khi thi cai ki€p nhan-sinh con
¢6 thu vi gi nira.

Bac nay ddu xanh tudi tré, xuan dwong kip thi,
rii vo phai anh chong pham-phu nhw thé, tudng
cling buc that, buwe ma dé bung ching qua (6n tho
thoi. N€u t61 nghi nbhw bac tha thua cude co nay
ta x6a bay cugc co khae, giai tai gai séic chiing
sirong cai than w ? Toi gi cir cdu né cai thoi co mai.

Bac la nguoi bi€t suy nghi tdt cling hiéu ring :
Cai khen ché cua thién-ha chua at di dung voi s
thwe, chang qua nhuw nguoi lun xem dam ed. Va
doi con chwri nguoi san lung chwa dam chai ai
truedc milt, ta con ngai chi?

Nhitng cau t6i noi day, tal ca cdc ong dao dire cho
(60 la mot tén toi-khéi phd hoai nén ludn-ly phweng
Dong ta. Nhirng thé that la oan ! Téi chdng qua nhu
mol nguwot tho vé truyén-thdn cie theo cdi chan-
twong cue xd-héi ma mé ta ra diy thoi. |

T'hoi, 161 noi the ciing du bi€t la qua khinh bae,
phuc nha theé nao chiang gidm mit qua nira. Nhung
vi biac ma chiu toi 16i cling cam tam |

Thi-Phwong nghe dén 101 cudi cung trong long
rat ldy lam cam-dgng, mudn néi nhung ngrong co
mu Ba-Mai ng6i didy nén nin thit khéng dam ho méi,
chi ngoi lay khin « mi xoa » thim nuwédce mit hoai,
roi ra nhaa dirng day cdo lirra vé va néi riing :

https://tieulun.hop
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— Théi chi em chung t6i hidy xjn ki€u dé khi
khéac sé lai d€n dé hdu chuyén !

Hoang-Ho6 tién ra d&€n ctra réi tro vao tam lim
cuwdri tham néi :

— (O a coi nguoi da tinh da cam dirng c6 1én
troi méikhoi mac cai bia mé cia b6-min nay !

Thi-Phwong vé nha nim dém nghi ngdm nghi
ngam sudt nim canh khong ngu, cir gio tay Ién
trén khong danh céi gidu « ? » nhw Phu-thuy vé
biia, mot minh 1im bim né6i voi mot minh :

— Anh chang nay nguoi dep giai, noi cuwoi lai ¢o

~duyén té. Nhung ti€c thay, sao troi lai khong cho
gap ngay tir lic ta chwa chong ? Khong 1€ bay gio
dd nach ba con mon, ma lai bo di theo trai ? Gia
nhwr cai «a sdc» téc quian kia, doi voi minh khong
co chut tinh luy€n 4i méit nao con ¢ voinhau & doi?
Oi! Hoang-lang oi! Giip go lam chi, triim niim bi€t
co duyén gi hay khong ?

Con dwong nghi van nghi vo ngdn ngang trim
moi, ti€ng ga di te te gay sang, ngoai duong tiéng
xe cut-kit 1én cho Dong - xuan, duwdi b€p con Sen
dwong lap 1oe nhom Iua.

Rang ngay Thi-Phuwong lai day ra ban hang
thueong nhw moi bira. Hoang-hé di xe lai muwon
ti€ng mua hang tay trao mot cai tho roi tro ra. Thi-
Phuong voi vang gip bo ngay vao trong tui do thue
la chép nhoang dao nhoang.

Buoi trra com nwdce réi nang vao trong budng
hoc ra xem trong tho noi:

f
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« Nguoi yéu diu cia ta oi ! *
« Doi ta vi than Ai-tinh dun dai nén tinh co gé'ip E"E\
« nhau, lai tinh co quen nhau. Trong cai tinh co', ‘
"« nhw co duyén troi da dinh dau tir truwede ? i {ﬁ
« Ai khanh nguoi hwong troi séic nuwoe, gia trong cu\;
«nguyét trén may khi€n cho ta cang say vi tinh | ;
« ma yéu vi nét? Song nghe La-Phu von la gai co | ::,jﬁtt
« chdng dwong hi-vong ma thanh tuyét vong. Nao | 4
« ngd ong xanh véi ma hong, tuy ghét ma thuong, - | s
« canh hoa ban dw bac lai buén, cay ngé khong | ..
« mudn chim cu dau, nén phdm tién da roi xudng L:
« lay pham, lai tim nhung 18i doan (ruwong danh |
« thao dem di. rf h\:
« 'Toi vOon gidong tinh si, con nguwoi da eam, vi sinh ,, | .4
« binh nh&n lyc qua cao, nén than thé chua gip | l
« ai tri-ky, hién co nguyén ciung thién dia, thoi i e JU',
« chiing tha bd qua cai xuAn xanh! Nao ngd dau 5 \
« ong to co y dé danh, khi€n gip ai-khanh vi tinh § b
« ¢O ma luy€n ai. Dam gui may nhoi duwong dot, |
: « giay loan xin ndi cam lanh, cho phi n.guyén ba .‘- -
B < ~ «sinh dep duyén doi lwa, toi gi nay siu mai tai, -_._ .
« & ton cai tudi thifu nién. Néu dai guong soi ||

« thau d@u beéo xin la do tha theo dong Bich ».

Nguoi dang yéu cua co
Hoang-Hé

Thi-Phwong xem tho doc di doc lai doi ba ldn roi i
gép dé trong mot cai ngin tu, khoa lai ddu day |
roi tro ra ngdi ban hang.

https://tieulun.hop
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. Trong khi ving khach, ngéi nghi vo nghi vin
11 nhu dai nhw ngay, 1y lam cau chuyén nay riit kho
- xir. Nhuw cdi canh ta bay gio & ciing do ma di
~ ciing do, 6. thi than minh bi diy doa, di thi nha
chong kién gia cta. Vay o hon, hay di hon ?

g Xem ciun Hoang H6 nguwoi tai-hoa, nha lai gia-thé,
tir khi géip g&, ddu may cudi mat, dd nong tim yéu.
- Con khong bigt cha me cau th€ nao ? Nha chéng
-1 minh r6i sao? Cai buwdc duong twong-lai khong bigt
| dau ma dinh truwoe duoec.

47 Thoi chang tha cir mot cai ti€ng « lidu » la xong
ca, ngoi lam nha triét-ly, suy di tinh lai nhoc long
ma co nén cong trang gi...

Nang nghi d€n ddy te noi mot ti€ng ca quy@trang:
- Thoi bi€t phuc dau ma tim, t6i dau ma tranh,
dol ngudi muon viée, quyén ¢ 6ng xanh kia ca.

NoOi doan vao buoug, viét tho phuc dap, bo nha
giay thép gui dén cho Hoang-Ho.

— Hoang-Ho6 tir bita trao cai tho tay ¢ho nang
thwong ddm dam con mat trong ra ngoai ctra. Cach
hom saun moi thay cai xe cua ngwoi dua giday do
phich truéc cira, Hoang-Ho6 véi vang chay ra hoi
don riang . |

— Co tho Lir gi ctia téi khong ?

— (o6 tho day |

— Hoang-Ho6 ¢cim vao mirng ra nguroi lén, tr hd
cau hoc-tro thi thay tén minh trén bang, 6ng hau-
bo duoe gifly goi lam quan, bén voi vang bée md ra
xem th#y mily cadu van tat dé riing :
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« Hoang-Ho tién-sinh,
« Trra mai ta cung lén chia Trén-Qudc ngim
« canh Tay-ho, n€u bitu dong tinh xin y nhw woe ».
Duoi ky tén tat
Ph.

Hoang-H6 xem xong mirng noi :

— Thoi chuyén hai réi, ta bi€t ngay tir truée kia
ma, danh chét chi a th€ nao ciing bi véi bo-min
nay. --

Buoi trua dewong néing, vao cdi gio ngudi ta déu
nghi ngoi ¢a, dirng c6 thuong dao ciing khéng ai
chin di dAu ra khoi cira. Theé ma chi ¢6 loi hen cia
tinh-nhan may soéng ciling 16i, mdy non cling tréo,
diu hiém tro th€ nao, ciing do cho dén duoc. La
that ! Khong trach Ky-sinh hoi xwa, phai dén 6m

siu ma ch@l, ngwoi doi si déy the la cung.

Miia thu, thang chin sen tan ctic da no hoa, trong
mot cinh chua ¢6 rét u tich & mom Ho6-Tayv, ddi
ngang ho Truch-bach, khoi dén Tran-vii mot quiing
xa xa, biét hiin ra ngoai c¢hé phon hoa do6 hei. Co
do6i thidu nién trai gai dang ngoi noi chuyén, titng
nho ti€ng to, lic cuoi lic khoe. Hai nguoi dy la
ai ? tirc Thi-Phwong voi Hoang-Hé da ben ho
nhau tir budi chiéu hém truaoe.

Hoang-116 noi : -

Ranh that! Sao khéo chon dwoc canh choi

vao noi danh-thing nhit Ha-thanh ma lai tranh
dwoc ca tai mét thién-ha!
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— Vi chua nay, thwong tudn rdm mong mét nao

161 cling vang huwong 1én 1é Phat, c6 quen cu su gia

day, nguwdi chan tu ma di€e, chiu kho hanh ldm, chu

| khéng phédi nhu mi#y lio ho-mang tu hi ¢ trong
| thanh pho ta dan!

— Vang, day la mét noi danh lam ¢6 tich tir hai
vua Lé, chtiia Trinh ciing vin thuong hay ra ngw
chiia nav dung hwong ngoan canh. Nghe tuc truyén
H6-Tay day, xwra kia von canh rirng Lim, ¢6 con Curu-
vi ho-tinh tu luyén ¢ dily da liu nim, thuong biéen
hién ra gai dep, quyén dii boh giai tan, hap thu
ldy linh-khi dé thai bo, lam ch&t oan khong biét
bao nhiéu nhirng cau ¢6 maun dé. Nén duc Huyén-
Thién tau lén Thuwong-d€ sai vua Thuy théo nuoe
song Nhi-ha vao danh hiim xudng thanh vue. Con
pao chuyén Ly-vin-Thinh hoa cop, trdu vang o

~ Tau sang, ké khong sao xi€t nhirng cau chuyén

hoang-duong doi c¢o. Cir trong Nam-sw thi khi
Mia-Vién sang danh Hai Ba Trung ta thuong cé

~ dién tap thuy quan lrong ho nay...

Thi-Phwong nghe Hoang-Ho noi chuyén co-tich
vui lai qua mang quén ca tam-su.

Hoang-Ho bén nhiic noi :

— Théi chuyén nghin néim cii hily gdc lai dé danh,
nay hai ta dinh hon voi nhau diy xin nguyéa co
duc Phat ngai lam chirng.

— Dai dot phai 16i chét!

— Kia Ngoc-nitr Kim-dong ciia Phat d& khong

1 - co trai gai? Ma trong kinh ciling néi: « Mudn cho

Po..r‘._. g

nhirng ke hiru-tinh nhit thi€t déo thanh quyén-
thugc », vay Phat khong tinh Ia gi?

MO CO PHUONG 49
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nghe ti€ng thay kién Hoang-Ho a?

50 i MO CO PHUONG
— Cau nhao bang ca thi¢n-10i. Phat ngai tu l:b:t,.,E | li:’:'
khdng cha lo chét toi? E &}uﬁ it

— Chang tin th(r vao mwon ngay miy quyén i
kinh ctia sir cu ra xem quyén nao la khong ¢o c.lnr*

: it vt | STL
« htru-linh » voi chit « nhan-duyén» thi toi chin 'ﬂmﬁ
irdm toi. o ]: mhaﬂ’f-“:
—- Thoi chiing toi viai dot cau a! % Lmﬂ;

—- M6 Phat! Mg dang yéu qua! -

— To! thye cling yéu cdu ma ngai c6 mot digu? Fnﬁf
— Da yéu nhau con diéu gi ma ngai? ™
— >0 hai cu lon nha ta, biét c6 thuan khéng? gt §

— Do1i nay « hon-nhan tu-do » cha me khéng ¢6
quyén dwoe. N€u 16i thoi « moa ming phii» cé cu % R
lon! Chisg mo khong quy€t tam thoi!

— Gom cau hi€u-ti nhi. Khong quyét tam ai dén ’5 it
cni day ? nhung chi so nha ho Phan no kién doi lrﬁ f
cua thi lam th& nao? \ | il it

— Mo cir vé & nha toi cho #n keo no ciing khong |
dam kién, 16i thira ly sw day ngai gi, m¢ khong |

— Cau noi thue hay noi 1ém? S¢ no6 got gay boi | &«
voi, ddn di giong phd that dep mdt! .4
— Xuwa khac nay khac, bAy gio thién-ha nhan | #
nhin ra diy, mo di thiy ai nhu theé chua? |
Thi-Phwong ngdi nin ling mot hdi lau nhw co |} |
diéu gi con nghi ngoi. il ¢
Hoang-Ho6 hoi: | ; i
— Nght gi ma ngiin ngudi ra thé ? Cir nghe toi la & |
xong ca van su. & B




RS T ! s Loy sy
i A a .
I_..-" .
.il- &
i “a
)

MO €O PHUONG 51

!  — Nghe cdu th€ nao?

- — La cir cat pheing ngay vé nha t6i, ba muwoi sau
| chuée, con chwédce ndo hon nira.
fthi — Thoéi cidu dirng tan méanh! kia gidng klluyén
U] m@ con bi&t luy&n chi nira la gidng ngudi! va toi
| #n ¢ voi nguoi ta, ching ra gi cing ba mit con voi
nhau réi, ngay tho né téi tinh chi, ma béng khong
héa con nha khéng me. Sau nay may dira khon lon
| cfing kho tim duwgc nguoi tir t€ ma ga chong. ..
| Thi-Phuong noéi d&n day, vi cai lwong-tdm ty
s | nhién phat hién, nén wa hai hang nuwdc mat ra
) giong giong. Hoang-Ho6 ngdi ké gan lai moc tui 13y

II:EI | o S ! 2 ! A %
"1  khin «¢mui soa» vira lau nudc mat vira do danh:

gf s
— Thoi doi cua cua may, doi cay cay dao, L§i gt

lam trAu ngwa méii cho con chau! Thoi budi nay
cir ¢o6 chia thi mu Ba-Ch€ ciing co thé lam théng-

"1 gia voiquan Dai-thiin. Ho chi 1y cai bim vao nguoi
chir ¢6 phai la lay nguoi dau ma ngai.

; Mg ciing nén nghf lai, pham muén viéc o doi

Ahanh w qua quyét ma bai w do du, ca mot tiéng
lieu 14 hon hét ca. Kia Trac-vin-quan khong liéu

/1 theo anh hoc-tro xac Tw-mi Twong-nhuw doi nao coé
|  cai ti€ng vé vang ba lon? Toi c6 phai ciu Scr noi

gal mg ddu ma mog sg?

— Pang voi ma ghy khic doan-trudong téi thue
| la khong phai voi cau! Vi nghi cai buoe duwong
trong-lai ma chan qua!
— Thoéi twong-lai ching ta cir dé 13y muwdoi con
giai d& ra kéo 18y cai chudng vang & chod goc ho
chang swong u?
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————

— DPé lim th& thang trim hai bac 18y gi nuéi?

— Bi ¢6 lwong nha-nwoe phu méi thang 3 dong.
roc gi dé dwge nhw chau bon doi eu Thian-Nong
m&i ha. |

Hai ngudi ndi réi ciing nhin nhau ma cuoi, doi
céip miit coi tinh qua

Poan, Thi-Phuwong hoi:

— Cau bao gio' nha-nuwoc bo ?

— P ¢6 gifiy bd roi ma 16i khong muén di.

— Uéng qua! thang tirng @y tién con khong lam
thi lam gi? AL

—- Mo nay lai mudn lam mo¢ Tham hay sao ?

— Phai, t6i ¢hi tham tién diy thoi!

— Tham tién thi trudc sao khong lay ngay ong
«xét-tin?

— Ong &y den qua.

— Nguoiné den nhuwng dong tién no trang.

— Tréng thi triing chir &n bic ban qua!

— The& thoi mo cir vé 0 vai toi, diia mun bat sur
tha ho. Chéng hon tham giau di 18y thing Ngé, tuc-
ngit nguoi ta dd néi: nim dém... lam sao diy?

— Cau ch@t khi gié kia! Cur noi dua mai... Hin
khach-ma khach « a beng» phai ngd ngong gi diau
ma noi hdo thé?

Hoang-Ho6 thily Thi-Phwong dd doi sdu lam vui,
bén lai hoi giing riang :

— The& mai mo vé ¢ voi 101 cho vui nhé! Mot
minh lam ban voi quyén sach lam lie nghi ciing
budn lim mo a!
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—

— Toi twdng cai tha doc sach con gi hon nita.

— Co6 dan ba moi boe duoe khi viin-chwong, cu

R An-Chu xwa kia ciing th&, h& pham nhitng ong Vin-

~ tinh hay co6 sao « dao-hoa» chiéu manh.
— 1, téi vé nhung trwde hdt cau phai cé s& lam.

. N&u cir bong long do 6ng do thing, réi cir ngoi

i 'lh"I-",q' w.

-

nhin nhau ma no duoc w?

— Hir, thdo nao nguwoi Bie ta gip nhau la hoi:
Lam dau, c6 phat tai khong ? That dé-tién qua !

Ai thém ra tong swr, lam cha-biit bao « Tién-hoa»
chiing swéng bing van. Kia, anh-hing nhu vua Ni-
pha-Luan con s¢ ngoi bat nha bdao chio la manh
hon muoi van quan. Vay mo twong la tim thuong

lam sao? Khong tin mai day M. Phang-sé di may
| bay chi moi riéng c¢6 miy lay lam bao lén, mo thu

di xem cai gia-tri bon ban noi chirng téi thé nao?
— The dan ba c¢d 1én dwge khong?
— Buwoe, phép Tay nguwoi a lich-sw, thwong gidy
moi bao gidr cling dé ca hai vo chong, nghia di dau
c{’) anh ¢o tof, chir phai nhiw cai thoi chuyén-ché

cta nguwoi minh, dan ba chi ¢6 nhét trong x6 bép
lam cai may dé con dau!

— Vay may gio di ?
— Mai 7 gio mo d€n téi, ta cuing di 6-td xufng

(Cong Vong... Nhwng ma phai ding gio dirng nhu
cai 10i moi dn b, tam muoi gior chiéu chang di

~ cho ma I& ca daiy.

— Vang xin ding theo nhuw wée!... Nhung so

Ién lwng chirng gioi ma giang xudng mot cai that
la xwong ra cdam I

.
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— Nhat the nira ! nguoi ta bay qua bé Thai-binh- | #°
duong thi sao ? VA m¢ khéng nghe méi réi, cac |’
nha bdo ding chuyén ¢6 nir-phi-hanh ddy w ? Minh | 1%
cling dan ba ma nhuw cdy thé, thi lam gi dwoc? — | (ot
Dau cho co chét nira, doi ta ciing mét ngay mot _'H;—;,:ﬂ'

gio ciing chon moét ho cang swdng chir sao ? ot
— Thi thui...! Cau nay cir mé& mdm ra la néi dai. | _|
— Do1 bay gio khoa-hoce phat minh, ai con mé- |
tin nhur mo ay ! o o

Thi-Phwong ngoi trong ra canh ho, thdy gio thoi
mil nwoce 1op lop nhw vay rong rit dep mit noi:

— Ti€c bay gior khong phai mua ha ta thué chiée | °
thuyén con choi hé thuwdng sen thi thu nhi ? - ;

— Noi dén chuyén lhtrﬂ'ng sen toi lai nhé nim |
ngoai xuyt nira thi ch&t & hd nay. Hom dy bon anh
em goi miy chi em & hang Gidy lén, thué chige |
thuyén chéo litng thirng ra ngoai gifta ho, hat bai | ©
« Xich-bich » dwong nghe swéng tai qua thi ho ||
nghich nha ciac ¢6 ddu lam thuyén chong chanh,
nwde vao ngay lirng khoang ai ndy wot luot-thwot
nhir chuo6t ca, may dwoe anh 1ai thuyén nhanh tay
tat khong thi ca lii chén vao bung ca.

— Choi the€ chét cling dang ki€p. Khong thi nam
nay d& gié diu roi diy nhi? |
— Mo mudn ghen, rua mat t6i day !... 1

Duwong néi chuyén, béong cé6 miy 6ng bé-ldo
trong lang®doi oan quad ra chua 1&. Thi-Phuwong
trong mit trot @4 x€ bén noi:

— Théi téi phai v8, kéo nha khéng biét di dau.

— Th€ mo nhd dang 7 gio sang mai lai toi cung
di xudng Cong-Vong nhé ! Hay cho 6 té6 lai dén
ddng nha?
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'—'-.upamh. b ﬁy chét, dirng dirng !
iy | Hai nguoi cing dit tay nhau ra d€n truéc dén
‘"q}ﬁnh ﬁTlﬁn Vi, m6t nguoi lén xe dién vé Hang-Ngang,
‘| mot ngudi ngoi xe tay vé chl Cira-Nam hang Lo.
Uiy 8 | Quahom sau, Thi-Phuong y woc dén nha Hoang-
w | HO, con dwong tro chuyén bong nghe ngoai cira co
lumda | ti&ng coi 6-16 bop goi te te. Hoang-Hd véi néi :

- — Thoi ta di xuBng di, xe quan chi-nhi¢m dai-
| nhan da dén kia ré6i!
#iw ]  Doan Hoang-H6é xudng trwde, Thi-Phuong theo
i | sau, hai nguwdi khi ra dén xe thi Hoang-Ho noi véi
ieg | - nguwdi ngdi trong xe mot thoi tiéng tay, k& roi
! | “ngoédnh lai bio Thi-Phuong:

ma | Mg chao quan lén di! Ngai'day la chi-nhiém

tu: | bho Ti€n-héa dav !

tuify | Thi-Phuong cui déu chao, tlu ngudi trong xe

dw ]  ciling gat dau dap iai.

iy | ¢ K& roi hai nguoi cung buwdce 1én 6-t6 codi bop

@ 4 e te hai ti€ng li€én chay bi€n di. Thi-Phuong ngdi

' thinh thodng lai trong trom 6ng chii-nhiém thiy

L ~ nguoi hai lay ngoi thu vao trong boc coi that be-vé.
’ Vira di loang mét, dd dé€n cira s may bay, ba nguoi

4 cung xudng vao thdng mii trong dinh thiiy nao tay

nto ta déong nhuw Hoi-cho. Hoang-Hé dua gidy moi
. ra, cO moét ong tay dung lén i€p ruwdc vao trong
8 | raz dwa ba cai chﬂang mit ba nguoi bunc vao, Ong
; nghi bung :

| — Thoéi dé nhwong bon tré ho dang hing hai,
180 chiing choi dai, !& mét cai xwrong vun ra cam,

con miy 1o dat kia ai ¢t nha cho.

Bén ldc ddu khua tay noi véoi ong tay:
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-~ — Toi nhudng hai vo chdng éng chi-but bio | ™7
¢ h;‘:i Iﬂn vi t6i hay ¢6 mau chéng miit | e

¢ d€n Thi- Phlrrrng cO y then ciing dung gifing ““,u
kllﬂmg chiu budc, moi nguwoi ding xem moi nguoi ap TR

n6i chém vao mot tiéng : ?
Co nay sao nhat t¢ ! Nwde ta may khi ¢6 nha nir- _..:1—;.7-.
phi hanh ? | e

Hoang-HO néng ruét cim lay cai choang, choang %1‘
ngay vao mit cho Thi-Phwg¢ng, r6i coi luén do toi | .
khoac ngay vao nguoi, trén ddu quiin khin ren 31“ |

budc quin that gon gang dau dily, hai nguoi cung dufﬂ:

& 2 nhau bwrde vao ngoi trong khnang may haj réi ¢ Fu..u
s nguoi tay ho mily ti€ng khau hiéu, nguoi cdm méy © | .
e vin xich xich chay luét & duéi d%t mot quing | g
I:' dai tw nhién tau viin vut bay lén, Thi-Phuong hodang " er-
2 mit nim chiit 18y Hoang-H6 ma ring : : i J*
i — Toi s 1dm céu a l [ : ﬁ.']_ﬁf}f;,l
tL — Mo cir ng6i yén, khong viée gi, phen nay doi ];1_:
ta theo vo chong cu Chir Bong-tw 1én tién choi : Jq
& swong ldm. Nay mo a ! ré6i ta thu lén cung gidng m’
4 xem miit chi Hdng ra th€ nao ? 4k
E; — Tién chdng th&y dau, khéo khoéng ra ma thi : %uL
i co. Théi noi voi ong dy bay xudng théicéu a! 1 Lkl
hi Hoang-H8 cir nin ling cti miit trong xudng thiy |
i soOng Nhi-ha quin quéo nhw giun bo, nho tit nhu soi ! o
chi ma nguoi o dwdi li-ti nhw con kién nghi ma '- *?1
L» | dong long cam-turong: € | | I

3 — Ta cling la mot con ki€n & trong cai dan kién 8

kia. Thoi danh ma chi, 1¢i ma chi, bt qua ciing m

chi loanh quanh & trong miéng chén ca. Khong i i

trach dirc Phat cho doi ngwoi nhu bui nho, ma }

. sinh ra chan doi ciing phai! E

https://tieulun.hop
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Hoang-H6 nghi réi lai vé vao vai Thi-Phuong:
— Nay mo'! thu' dom xudng ma xem ngudi ta cod

- dai 6ng to ba nhén cai noéi gi?
— I‘Cn dim mo& méat ra dau ma nhin xudng duqc?
— Doi ngwoi ai lot 1ong ra, ma san cé cdi gan

| lién twong-quan ngay duoc? tat phai gidy véo noi
| nguy-hiém trai ldm doan ba-dao, méi no duogc

budng gan, to thém qua mat, nhw 6ng Hué-linh-
thon danh-twdng nuwéce Anh ching bidt gi goi la
cal « so» mot tran hai-chi€n lam vua Na-pha-luan
phdi thua liéng-xiéng. Chir ai ciing nhur mo, ngoi

- th& nay ma s¢o run nhu cidy sdly, khéng dam mo

mil, vay chﬁng dang then voi ¢6 Schroeter, la nir-
phi-twéng nudc Bac hién thoi nay trai 82 lan thi-
ngh ém & trén may, bay cao 2.600 thwoce, cam o
¢i6 nhidy xudng coi nhe nhu khong. Sao nguoi ta

U

| cing dan ba ma can-dam thé?

Thi-Phwong nghe tinh ngd¢ ra nghi doi nguol
sOng chét co 80, truwoce kia ta cau chét con chang

chét, nay lai s¢ chét chang hoa ra hén lim ! Beén

litu danh bao m& choang mit ra, coi thdy (roi gin
dit xa, dai dia son ha nho nhuw cdi long trirng, lién
cuoi bao Hoang-Ho rang:

— Bay th& nay c6 lén dwgc dén tréi khong nhi?
gia lén dugce chi quy€t be g bay tay 6ng \gu}ét -ldo
hoi sao xe duyén nguoi 0 trin-gian, cir anh clmng
xau lay dwoc chi vo dep ba vo dam d& phai ong

ch6ng dén, chﬁng miy ai la dwge ludng toan ci

hai bao gu:r ¢a; ma nghe dau mat ngﬁy trén troi
biing mot nam ha—g:m, n€u vui thi ta o quich lréx
nay xong, L9 gi dem than diy-doa, xudng cdi hong
tran, dé chiu nhurtr.ﬂr cai kho:

[
e e T r .
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Sinh ldo, bénh, tir, nhw l&i dire Phat Thich-ca ;
ngai no6i hw cau? -
— Mo nay dot dic can thudng, cir nghe mily 6ng | "

d6 ¢6 noi chuyén phﬂng-lhan, nghia la virng xanh
xanh bao phu ca vii-tryu, & trén dau minh kia vén
mot khi khinh thanh, ¢6 céi sirc hut rét manh gifing
budéc mit troi, mat tring va cdc ngoi sao & khodng |
khong-trung, céch xa dia-ciu khong bidt la mdy |
muoi van van triéu dim, duy c6 mit troi lagin voi
trai ddt nhit ma con xa 140 triéu diim, to hon téi
mot triéu rudi phdan. Nhuw trai dit ta & cling 1a mét 3
vi hanh-tinh, ¢é diéu trong troc, thi goi la dia-ciiu,
hién nay cai thuy@i: trén tinh-cdu c¢6 nhan-loai g1 i

R 10

& khong cac nha khoa-hge nghién ciru mai nat ca
6c ma van chwa tim ra mdi. — Ta bay th€ nay chi
¢ dén ch6 hét khong-khi la thoi, chu 1én trén th€ |} F
nao dwgc nira.
— The sao héi ndy cdu bao lén cung glang xem §}
mat chi Hanﬂ—'\gd‘ 2
_ Caa Ay la ciu noi dua mo ddy chir lam gi c6 |
s thue. -
Con duong (ro chuyén thi may bay da tir tir ha
xudng, khi gin dén dit nguéi ta vo tay ran nhu
phéo no. Téi noi ong tdy cdm may rat lay lam
ngoi khen c6 Phuong nguwoi cé can-dam khong, 3
nhu hai vo chong ong hoi-déng & Béc-liéu Nam-ky
ngoi may bay, vira lén khoi d6 hai ngon tre s¢ dun
ca ra quin, kéu tru iréo doi xudng th¢ la mat mét
trim dong bac toi.
Chiéu vé cac nha bao cé6 ding bai ky-thuat néi
rat trong tan. Nguoi ta néi dén tai A-Chu, A-Clu
lién hoi vo riing:

B e R e ———
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— Séng hom nay cai ni di may bay phai khong?
- — Thién-ha thién gi nguoi trung danh triang hiéu,
that mét nicotrong thily ngudoita di may bay khong ?
- '— Ngoé nghe ngudi la noi thé,

— Ai noéi dat ngay noé lai day dé doi co hai miit
r0 mudi, xem c¢6 phai thwe th€ khong nao!

A-Cln néi thé thoi chi thue bung khong c6 ngo
dé€n, ciing noéi qua loa riang:

— D& ngo di 18y da ching co roi s tdng co ni
vé v&i con gai me.

Thi-Phugng cir xa xa gai df gia moém .

— Bira nao khong tdng ba vé dwoce thi &n nhirng
cua khong ngon!
- — Luc dy i-Cﬁu ciing phat cau tim lay diau Thi-
Phwong diét « huych huych» cho m¢t trdn nén than.

— Nay khong ngon nay!l.. khong ngon nayl..

— Oi trovi 01! 8i doi-x€p 6i! thiing Chu no giét toi
day ! thoi ba ciing liéu v&i may phen nay,..

C4 nha nghe i€ng voi vang d6 x4 ca lai kéo go
ra, ba dira con ciing déu 6a 1én khéc nhwr di mot 1.

Thi-Phuwong diu bu toéc réi, 4o toac miit sung
ma miéng van cir xa xa. Sau ngudi nha can mang
mai ma&i chiu vao budng di ngu.

(Xua nay Thi-Phwong v8n com ngudi c6 nét na,
dau sao ciing chin chot mét bé. Tir ngay mé dém

Hoﬁng-Ht‘i@

coi A-CAu nhw chang Tiéu ho-hirng
khach qua duong, la ¢c6 ¥ mudn « phdi» da lau.
Nhung cai tinh dan ba khoéng v6 tinh nhw dan 6ng,
cho diu th&€ nao, vin canh-canh bén long, dung
déing khéng nd quydt tuyét hén cai duyén cii cia
chéng cha vo me cudi cho. Burong cai lie con do-
du thg, gia Thi-Phuwong khong phai mét tran don
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dau, Hoang-Ho khong tha loi dé ngot, thi vi t&t da
ra con nguoi mit né€t, dén noi hw than. Nén nghi

ciing khong nd trach gi Thi-Phwong ma ai ngai thay

cho Thi-Phwong vung nghi hén suy,mot lam hai 1o
dai roi con bigt khon sao. Ta treo mot cai gwong
co6 Phuong day, dé nshin mudn co Phuong sau
nay sol chung). |

Thi-Phuong bi tran don rir tir nim dém nghi
ual tue:

— Quan phii phing theé con mong & doi voi nhau
sao duoc. Thoi tha cao chay xa bay, con chim khon
tim cay lanh ma dgu, 16i gi cir chén minh o trong
d6ng voe nhiéu kia, méi dm than duwoe wr? Kia cau
Hoang-Ho dd ngoai hai muoi tudi ddu, di con quan
Tri-huyén lai t8t nghi¢p ¢ lrwong Cao-ding ra
(thiéu gi nhirng gai tAn, con nha phia quy lay van
ma'xin ga. Th€ ma con mat xanh ctia cau chi chung

tinh ¢6 mot minh ta, géi ba con da tréng mon con
mat,thi cai chi-hudng eua cau that cling cao-thuwong

vicu-viét khong nhiw nhitng ké tAm-thuong !

Thoi, ta thu ubit nhitng do ténhuyén ctua riéng
tay thira co lén budc ra di, ba muwoi sau chude,
chuoce gi la hon?

Nang da dinh tam nhw vay, gié¢ minh chot thily
hai con nim ké bén canh ti€ng ngay o-o lai dong
mOi thwong tam (ra hai hang I¢, tay vnot ye miéng
than thd ma riing:

— Hai con yéu dau ctia me kia oi! Trong céi gidc
mong ching con duwong mo mang kia, cé biét rujt
me bay gio dau don nhw dao cét hay khong hir?

Pém xwa me nghe con ngay o0-0, long me hén hé
vul nhw cung dan chiu vin, may hal lwu thanh,

https://tieulun.hopto
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Ma dém nay con ngay nghe nhw khéc nhuw than,
nhw giong kéen dua ma, rén ri tigng sinh-ly tu-biét
thé hur con oi! g

Hay ching con c¢6 bo oc thiéng-liéng, biét nay
mai sdp sira dén ngay me lia con, con lia me ma
chiing con tién dwa me miy tiéng 6-ho div coé
phai khong con?.. Thoéi nin, nin di con! Con dirng
ngdy nira, rudt me da nat nhuw tuwong Bdn roi day
conal..

Néo me c6 phai chi ciiu ho swrong ldy cai than
me ma ruong ray ching con dau? vi ba con phu
bac, biat diac di me phai xa con, trong bung me
‘that diet tirng khic ruot diy con oi!..

~ Sau nay chiung con khoén lén chd nén quén cong
me dé con ra khi sai khi ghé khi dai €p ia dun,
chdn wél me ndm chdn rdo me xé con lai, cong me
that la biing trai nui Thai-son ! Con dirng ¢6 v6 on
nhw cha con, con nhé !

Nghe cai giong ai-oan cta ¢6 Phwong tho-than
khoc-l6¢ véi hai con, tinh thanh dwong nhu cam-
dong dén hai cai tinh ban-thi¢n cua dira bé xui nén
dira con gai lon dwong ndm nga say bong tu-nhién
hoang-hot khoc tru-tréo lén ring:

— Thoi con lay b4a, ba dirng ddnh me con nira
kéo me con di mét bo chi em con mo ¢éi mo cut
cure ldam ba 6i!

Co Phuong tuy miéng « hw hy» dé con ma thue
thi khoc khong ra ti€ng cang ngam-nghi cai khau-
khi dira tré con hoi stra tuy giic mé hoang-hot ma
da giong chua cay lai cang dau doi-doan, ngit doi-
hoi, tigh ra lai khoc khoc roi lai mé. ..

el s
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Cai dém hom ay dém gi, sao ma lai dai gom dai
ghé niim mai van khong thdly sang ? hay la qua dia-
cdu co tinh riéng gi véi nguoi x8u sO ma xoay di
cham cham thé ching ?

Thi-Phwong did sudt mét dém khéng ngh, lai
thém tran don hom qua, thanh ra 6¢m lé-mé mat
méay ngay troi, Hoang-HO6 xach cai cidp da di dao
lén dao xudng hiing li€c mit trong vao khong Lhdy
¢6 Thi-Phweng ra ngdi ban hang trong long rit 1y
lam nghi-hofic sau ngh! mai tinh-ngoé ra @

— Théi chét! phai réi... Cai hom ta vi€t bai
ky-thuat di may bay didng & trong béo cao hirng co
tan-dwong Thi-Phwong 14 mét nha nir-phi-tudng
triedre nhat & nwrde Pai-Viét-Nam. Chéc 1a nha ho
Phan xem théy, th€é nao chi a ciling bi trdn don mé
toi nén ho cim khong cho tho miét ra chiing.

RO that minh v6 duyén mi€ng an dd dé&n tan
miéng ma dé roi m&l that chidng cdi dai ndo biing
cai dai nay... Hir!... vin dn may thue.

Hoang-Ho vé nh& nghT chwa ra k€ gi thdm do cho
biét dwoe tin-tire Thi-Phwong, cir ra ngo' vao ngin
bang-khuang nhw mait lang vang.

Mot hom budi tria vira di lam vé con duong dn
com, Thi-Phwong thinh-linh ¢ dau d€n, coi nhan-
sac ¢O hoi kém trudc mot vai phan, Hoang-Ho6 voi
mirng bo ci bat diia dirng day ndm ldy tay hon lay
hon dé hoi don ludén riing:

— Mo lam cho t6i ti nira ch&t vé twrong-twr ... Sao
tir hom Ay vé roi mat tdm? Toi mét ngay khong
bi€t may muwoi lin qua lai phd hang Ngang cling
khong thdy mo ra ngéi hang la vi cai 1€ gi thé ?
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— Toéi vé hém qy bi tran don xuyt chét. Cau

| xem hily con thAm-tim ca nguoi day nay!

— Nguwoi ta neng nhw nwng trieng hirng nhu hirng
hoa, lai cllﬁug chiu vé, bay gio ¢6 th& mai bidt, —
Pé mai t6i cho n6 moét bai bao thi n6 bd xir!

— Thai, téi xin lay ca bai bdo clia cau. Vira bai
| baor6ida bi dm don lai bai bao nira thi t6i chét mét.

Théi cau dirng ¢6 bao véi bo gi ma kho didy nhé!
- —Tire qua! d& no cir quen biit-nat dan-ba mii. —
Mo cir vé diy xem né dam dong dé&n cai long chan .
mo khong néao.

— Nha dinh-trit d6 dn cap kia con phai toi nira la
chira-chiip vo ngudi ta ma khong 16i théi gi u?

- — Chéing c6 ta bd xai phéi di noi khac, ho dé
lam gi nhau {0t |

— Bi dau thi di, dirng ¢6 dam lén rirng xanh nui
do, nga nwoe lai chét toi!

— Ai phai di m¢ phu ma Ién tin ché ma thiéng
nudc doc ? Cir xudng Haiphong day ciing sung-
suwong chdn. Mo chwa dugce xem nhirng tdv beé dau -
duwdi b&n Sau-kho, chiéc nao ciing dai biing ca day
ph$ nay moét, xudng dwdi tdu khong thuoc 16i
thuwong bi lac nhu sa vao dé Bat-tran cua ong
Khong-minb chir ¢6 phai gidng miy chi€c tiu nhai
danh o song cai Hanoi nha minh? Duwéi ay lam én
budn-ban ciing con dé, phin nhiéu nguoi moi
xudng, chi hai ban tay trang .trong it lau di thay
~ lam nén trim van mo. Con canh choi cling nhiéu
chd thu: Do-son da tién, Ha-long lai gian. Cach tudn
.18 lai c¢d' tdu Saigon ra, nio dwa hiu mua déng,
trai xoai thang T&t, son tran hai thdc chidng thi€u
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thir gi. Nay hai ta dwa nhau xudng day, toi di lam, '
mo budn-ban, sw gidu to chwa dam chée, cir cin ol
ldy phong-luu thi dé lam. Vay m¢ ngh? th& nao ? 0 i
SHOE &Y ciing mudn di xa cho né khuit mit kéo 3}
0 Hanoi nguwoi quen thude nhiéu tréng thiy ho o
ciing ngwong-ngap kho coi lam. Nhu'ng nghi cai i
giwrong thién-ha, vo chong lay-nhau & cé] doi nay, ks
uhu lm gia ké cdp, hé moc Wi dwoe roi, la tinh- ¥
phu nhau ngay. Nén toi vin con nghi-ngai?... ~ # |
— Nhirng quan So-khanh &n x6i & thi kia moi FP‘
~ th&, chir 16i ¢6 tham gidu thi€u gi noi xing-dang? Y
Mo dirng nghi thé ma lim l&m. Nghia da goi la 4i- §} ©
tinh, ngoai cai nguwoi minh yén d§u khéng con aj '
la ngudi yéu dau thir bai niva. Dau cho ai dep tim  §f ¥
van nghin lw ciing k¢, ma gidu thién tai van e I

cling thay., Nhw cau chuyén moét c¢d6 my-nhian
phuo’nu Tay voi mot 6ng linh tay nguoi Quang- )
Nam vé sau khi Au-chi€n vira r6i chiic mo ciing c6 N |
nghe ddy chir? Bay di-tinh nhw th€ méi goi la chan |

ai-tinh. V.’:‘iy mg cir nén tin chéic o 16i, !61 xin !lle
ddc mot cau voi mo.

Thoi trong doi ba nﬂa) mo vé thu nhit nlnrnﬂ
cua riéng tady dem ca lai day réi ta dat nhau cling
phéi ngay chuyén xe lira hoi 8 gio toi.

Thi-Phwong nghi bay gio nwée dia dé€n chan
khong nhay ciing ch&t thi chang tha nhiim mét dua
chan, thtr xem con Tao xoay-vin ra sao? Bén hen
5 gior chiéu mai cho thing nhé d&n hang Bao liy
hom xiéng. R6i ding day cdo-tir ra ve. C

'l'llj*l’lnrg%ig tw khi dinh gtri than theo Hoang-Ho,
bao nhiéu nhitng do lu-trang chuyén-van din ca
vé nha anh rudl bo diy vao hai cai hom da.
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Khi #y dng than-sinh ra Thi-Phweng di hai nim
muroi vé chdu Phat, chi con ¢6 mdt me gia vol mot
anh trai dirng k& nghiép budn ban, ciing nghe v¢
chéng con co no bit-lwong-dic voi nhau.

Mot hom Thi-Phwong dem lai gwi hai cai hom
da quin ao, ciing cho la cai 18i vg chdong tré danh
nhaa ddy than nhau diy lo gi rdi chang lai nghiu-
nghiu nhw meo thay mao.

Qua nhién mdt budi chiéu c6 thiing nhd dén Thi-
Phuong giao cho 2 cai hom khiéng ra xe, & nha van
tin chic rang doi tré da vui-viy voi nhan khong
sung-kbic nhu trrage, nén ciing chiing luu y gi dén ca.

Sau khi xe hai cdai hom da vé nha Hoang-Ho,

hai nguoi cung com nuoce dau diy, bén di-bi hanh

trang dé 10i ra ga Hang-Co.

Buoi sang nguy, Hoang-H6 di xin tir chire cha
bat va lay danh-nghfa nha bao, viét gily ra so xe-
hoa Van-Nam xin hai cai vé hang nhi di Hai-phong,
tir day bay bdng canh hdng, doc ngang troi rong
vay-ving hé khoi,

IV

Qua sang hom sau, nha Phan-bach-Van khong
thay Thi-Phwong vé, 1ien cho nguoi dén hoi ding
hi¢u Toan-thing khong thdy, ca nha nhao-nhao,
nguoi lén trinh so Cam hang Dau, ké xudng tim
bd hé Hoan-ki€m, mot mit bao tin cho anh rudt
nang, mot mit vang hwong 18 bai, h&t midn co
hang Trdng, lai dén thanh Ngoc-son, thé thi nai di
phia tady nam, hoi lai mach tim phuwong dong bic,
mwong-ménh cou Liet bé trod la dau ?

https://tieulun.hopto.org
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San vao dn chd budng nang nfim, tréng trén ban l !
hop phin, binh sap, trap lwee, gia gwong déu khéng .
‘canh ma bay tw lic nao lac nao. Mo dén doi hom r
son son, chidc ti nong kinh. Oi thoi! dd réng tuech |
nhw dit but. Lac iy m&i bi€t chéac Thi-Plhiweong da "
cudn goi theo trai, ma thé véi boi trwde kia nhit E
thi€t la mach-qué quﬂng-xlén rao ca. i

A-Chu nghf gian qua, mudn trinh toa dé truy-né
doi gian-phu dadm-phy, nhung ecu Phan-bach-Van
nghi diéu phtc-dirc khong cho can rang :

— Théi kién ma chi, bat nira ma chi? Con ngudi i
nhwr th& 1a nguoi bo di roil Ta & hién s& lai gédp
lanh, thoi thi dep ndi bat-binh 1& hon | B

Vi loi khuyén cta 6ng cu gia phic hiu ma thanh
ra Thi-Phwong dwgc titu-dao & ngoai phap vong.

Ti€ng lanh don gin ti&ng dir don xa, cai tin Thi-
Phugng theo trai, c6 mily hom da rdm-ri ca thanh
phd Hanoi. Cac 6ng gia ba ca thi than-thé néi: That
s6ng lau thily lam chuyén ky, gai ba con ma dirt 4o
ra di dwgc thé, cai doi nay that la doi ma quy,
khéng con ludan thuweong dao nghia mot ti-ti nao!
ching trach troi phat sai cac vi ac-thdn giang-thé,
lam dich-1&, thiay-hoa, dao-binh cho thién-ha chét
bét di nhw thé eling phai !

Hoang-H6 voi Thi-Phwong tir hém dwa nhau
xudng Hai-cang raué thang moét cai budng hang
nhit 60 dong cua nha Binh-an khach-san, ngay thi
hic ra xem tau Sau-kho, lac thi thué 6-t6 di choi
rong cac phd. T&i vé, klii xem chdp anh, khi coi
hat tudng, cii khodi-lac doi ngwdi cling ném duge
it nhiéu mui tha-vi.
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Mot hém, hai nguwdi didt nhau xem «Cinémay
trong cic tdn tro cwoi, c6 mot doan, chi chang
ngoai tinh v&i trai bi chdng bat duge, nén mét tran
that bo 18 bo cang ma mit vin nhip-nhay tinh-
nhan. Ngudi 4a ai cling vo tay cuwdi mudn v rap,
Thi-Phweng thdy cham d€n noc c6 y ngwong-ngap,
dwong vui hoa té giuc Hoang-H6 dirng day ra ve.

Khi di dwong Hoang-H6 hoi Thi-Phwong ring :

— Sao chiu anh dang vui ma mo lai vdi vé ?

— N6 x0-xién, tir rdy toi khéong thém xem cai
rap dy nira.

— Ho bay tro cudi cho vai, chir ai bigt gi chuyén
téi voi mo ?

— Nguwoi ta vui nhuwng ma téi buén cdu a. Nhit
la vé dém nay chic téi ngt th& néo ciing dat minh
hang ta lin la it.

Mo nay sao ngudi hay da cam | Mot diéu la mot
van vao kho nghe qua.

Thoéi ta vé nghi, sang mai t6i dwa mo¢ ra choi
Vinh Ha Long ngoai &y c¢6 nhiéu cdnh thua lam.
Cac nha du-lich Au-M§ qua choi Péng-dwong,
thwong hay ra thim canh dy. Minh la ngudi nuée
Nam, ma khéng bié€t canh Ha-Long thi hén qua.

— (6 dep bing chuia Hewong-tich khong hﬁ; cau?

— Hir!l... Hoong-tich dd thim vao dau. O bén
ta ¢hi ¢6 hai noi danh-thing nhit: la D&-thién, Dé-
thich v&i canh Ha-Long; Dé-thién la cédnh nfan
tao, Ha-Long la canh thién-nhién, m¢ c6 ra choi
dén déy moi biét.

Hai ngwoi vira di vira néi chuyén, chGc-nhat da
vé dén aha tro bén vao 1én thiing trén budng, thay
doi quin 40 ré di ngi.
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Sang mai hai nguoi thiee ddy, in uéng diém tdm
xong bén sim-sira d6 hanh trang ndo rugu vang,
banh tdy ca hop, nao nén cdy cuing phao ngii séc,
di ca chang thi€u thire gi. R6i xudng tau hiéu ra
Quang-yén, qua Cat-ba, (61 Hon-gay, 1én ho thue
mét chiée do maot dong bac, di do hua gio thi dén
noi, & day phia Tay co nui Tre, phia Nam cé nui
Bat, phia Biic co nni Laém va nui Rin, Con nao nii
Diia, ndi Ong Sw, nui Truyén-bing, nii Tir-Vién,
la-liét o trén it bé. Truoce cira dong nii Truyvén-
DPiang, c¢6 bai ngu-thi cua die Lé-Thanh-ton tir
nam 1469 va mot bai tho ctia nha danh-s7 Tau vé
thé-ky thw 16. Con cdac nha du-lich thé-gioi ai ra
choi diy déu coé dé chir dé ky-niém, Hoang-10 ldy
cuc phén dé ring:

« Ngay 15 thang 11 nidm 1919, Hoang-Ho6 va

Virong-thi-Phuong ciing ra du-lich canh nay »,

Dé xong Thi-Phuwgng hoi Hoang-HG :

— Sao can khiong dé thém bai tho tirc-ednh d&
ngam choi ?

— Cai 161 ngam tho ngudi ta goi khong dm ma
rén nghe budn qua, tho ldm lai thanh hoa ra than.
Kia nhu méy bai cna nha viin-si 16i nao kia. Thém
hai nho cd vach da xinh dep, lam cho ong thin nui
day cd 1€ ciing phai bit miii. Chdng tha e dé nhuw
ta th€ la theo 18i tay chiang ai bal hé gi ca.

K€ hai ngudi cing nhau xem cac hang dong, ¢o
c¢hé nhw c¢ot da dung chom-chém, 1hi-Phugng
twong la ngudoi ta chéng cho hang khoi do6, Hoang-
Ho6 cit nghia noi réing :

— Do la thach-nhii ro xudng lau ngay thanh ra
chir tho nao ma lam tir-nhién dwoc nhu thé,

. il
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Trong déng c6 chd dwdng him tit thim cung
hang mét «ki-16-mét », ¢6 rach nwrée thuyén nho di
thong vao dugce, nhung phai thip n€n mai thiy rd
dudrng. Lai ¢6 chd hang nhue 6 réng chd nii nhuw
ham c6c did ky-ky quai-quai, nghin trang muén
hinh that ddng la Nam-thién dé-nhat thfing-canh.

Con dwong ludn-16i xem cac ngach hang thi
nguoi lai do goi noéi ring : A

— Liéu tréd ra kéo nuée thily-triéu tran vao
thi nghén 15i !

Hai nguoi cung litng-thirng bude va clra dong,
Thi-Phuweong hol bae lai thuy@n riing -

— Vua Thay T8 sép dung nuwdce 1én d@ riva trong
déng hay sao ?

— Thuwa khong a. CO truyén & duwdi hiim nai ddy
bé day, ¢6 6ng rong lon lim, khi & trong t6 ra
ngoai bién khoi thi nuwéde tran 1én thanh ra thiy-
fridu, thire mét ching téi viin chira thiy bao gio ca.

Hoang-Ha bat nwre curoi noi :

— Cae ngurdri déu khong hiéu c4i nguvén-ly nwée
thiy-triéu ra lam sao! Nghia la do cai sirc hat cta
mit teéd miit triing ma thanh ra nwée bé rénh 1én
rénh xudng, dé6 nudce lén cao nhit la khi mit troi
vii mit trang cling ding-ddi voi nhau., Chir vua
Thtay-T€ v&oi 6ng rong nao ma ca hai ngeoi déu
ddt nhw bo cai ca thé?

Poan hai ngtoi ciung tréo 1én trén céi mém da
cao gi¢r lrong-thirc vira &n vira tréng ra ngoai bé,
Hoang-Ho lai din mot doan lich-str no6i rdng :

— Xir nay, xuwa goi la Lue-hai, theo tuc truyén
¢6 con rong sa xudng nén goi la Ha-long, vi phong-
canh dep nén o Haiphong cir ngay chu-nhat thi co
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tiu chd khach ra day du- thuwdng. Ti€e troi do nay
lanh, khong ¢6 lim nudc bién thwe khée nguoi
hon nuée ngot & trong song nhiéu...

Puwong néi chuyén Thi-Phwong chot trong ding
xa-xa co may chiéc thu}en bi séng danh nho lén
dap xudng so ghé ca nguoi kéu lén rﬁng

— Chét néi co6 may “chic thuyén gan dim o
ngoai kia kial...

— Nhitng thayén danh c4 bé ctia ho né ludn theo
song gidi ldm, trong th€ ma doi nao dam dwoc.
Pirng ¢6 con bido td maoi troi dat di mat nhung sau
may ciing ¢6 chic vé duwge, ma cé chiée nao rui
bi¢t tim, thi & nha cir theo c4i ngay di ma cting gid.

— Ciing thi doi ngudi, ma sao ho th€ nhi? Vay bo
cai nghé ay di c6 duge khong ?

— Dan & man beé, bo nghé danh c4, thi con 18y |

gi ma nudi cai doi sinh sdng? Minh thi lay thé lam
s, chir nguoi talap quen, lau ngay hoat-bat thanh
ra {r nhién. Va ho lai tai xem thién-vin, hé chiéu
tréi noi con giong, di biét trude, voi quay budm
chay ré vao cac riang nui nén it hay gip nhirng sw
nguy-hiém. Kia m¢ xem bé séng bac diu th€ kia,
sire chéo nao ma boi cho noi, chi nhd ¢é6 nhiéun
butom, mudn ngang doc nguwoc xudi, déu nhw y ca.
Vi thé mai o ti€ng: « Nguwoi Bace khién thuyén nhuwr
khi€n ngwa » la thé.

Cai nghé sinh-nhai cia ho, sudt doi chi lénh-
dénh ¢ trén miit bé vat-1én véi phong-ba bé ki€¢m
thirc ngon vat la cung-phung keé gidu-sang, nao
nhirng bon trong lirng sdn ¢6 déng tién, com trang
¢d g0, giwdng cao chi€u sach, d& miy ai bi€t cai
noi kho cia dam ngw-hé kia dau ?

..
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Trong dam a4y, cé thi€u gi tay danh twdéng tung
may cudi song, nhw 6ng LAm-khédng nuée My, 6ng
Gia-ly-ba-dich nwéce 'Y, 6ng Hué-linh-tédn nude
Anh, vi v6 dyng ma mai-m¢t ké anh-hung, chung-
than chi c6 maot cai huy danh « bac 1ai » that ciing
dang thueong !

Thi-Phueong noi :

— Gia toi khéng bay lén tréi thi khong bi€t coi
nhd th&-gidi, chea ra d€n bé thi chwa dam khinh
thudong nuwde song. Cir khu khu ngoi x6 trong nha
6m chiit ldy két bac véin tlrcrng ngoai cai 16 dong
lién déu u-u minh-minh khéng con tréng thiy gi
nira, by gio moi biét th that la 1im.

— Phai lich-duyét la cai trudong hoce thién-nhién
mog ¢6 di dé di diAy th€ réi moi mo mit !

Ché thi-thanh ndo nhiét, nguoi ta d3 goi la nha
ti giam long céc bac codng, thuong: nghia la bi cai
hoan-cénh bo budc lam né-1é dong tién, tuy vén
biét 0 vao cai ludng khéng-khi é-troe, ma khong
sao thoat ly ra khoi dwoc ngoai vong. Nhur mg xua
kia quanh ndm chi vui diu trong ddm véc nhiéu,
con bi€t dau nhirng cai thu thanh-tao khi xem hoa
no khi cho tring lén? Kia con séng bac didu vo
ofim ofip vao cac mom nui da kia tring xé6a nhw
cay quynh canh giao nhu luu-ly thé-gioi. Cai thu
iy trong dam danh-cuong lgi-tda d& méy ai la ke
bigt choi?

— Cau noi tuy phai nhwng thiét twrong ta da sinh
vao cai thoi budi kim tién nay, phi thwong bét pha,
khong I8 cir ngao du son thay, hdp lay khi sudng
non nwwdce méa no bung duge w?
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— Mo noi d&n ngh@ buon ngudi minh 16i cang
thém chdan nhw com nép nat. Kia nhan nhén nhitng
hang Tdan hang Nhat hang Bom-bay, thay méy mén
la quBc-héa clia ta hér mo? Th& chiing gna nhuw
ltra chdy lai d6 diu thém, ngudn loi da khé khan

con ciin dwoe ti ti nao lai khoi dao cho chay hét e

ra ngoai bé. Budn the goi la ganh vang di dé song
Ngo, chi to thém ngheéo cho.nuée thi co, dy trong
hé ngoai thi trang hoang ruc 1& th€ ma phin trong
dom dom ngoai bo dude didy, hé cai phiao no nd
lic ndo ma&i biét.

Buong néi chuyén nhin ddng-hd thily gin dén
gio- tau Hongay chay vé Hai-cing, hai nguoi voi
xuong thuyén quay budém tro vao bd, khi téi nha
troi vira nha nhem t6i, com nwée dau ddy. Thi-
Phirgng bao Hoang-Ho : |

Con noi thang canh nao, mai kia ta di ehoi cho
khép roi phai tinh eong viée lam én, ehi nhit nhat
nhit tién dau ni Thai-son ciing phai 10. |

— Con canh Do-son nira, nhung mia nay Iroi
lanh khong thé ra dfy tim dwee. Bé 16i tO chire
xong cai nha in yoi anh em, lac dy sé bat lay vao
lam riét, :

— Cau da lam quen nghg &y bao gio chua ma
phai bo dé bao nhiéu vén ?

— Cir lam r6i phdi quen, mo thily mily éng chii
nha in nwoe minh da ai co bing ciip bac vat chuyén
mon gi th€ rad ho eling «tiiy» chan. Con v8n thi
bay gicr hiay lam xoang do hai van thi ciing di tiém
liém duwge. Nay ta bo ra mot nira dirng lam qodin-ly,
con ru anh em cong ty vao mot nira nita la xoug,

ttttt :/ltieulun.hopto.org
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Mo cir nghe t6i bo tién ra lam chuyvén mot nghé
dy cling thira tiéu, mo chiing ciin phai budn S& ban
Tén gi nita cho nhoc xde, ma t6i eling khoi cdi nhuc

vac« Do-ming » di xin viée, chiin chire cho kho than.

— Bac van thi ddo dau?.. Toéi xin thé véi cau
mAiy nam nay 4n nhin d& danh dwoc hon mét nghin
bac, tir hém buwrére chin xudng day di gia trudc hét

~ 6 chuc bac tién phong, voi bon chue bae com, con -

tién 0-t0 voi tién xem hat cung tin bé di ché no
ché kia, tiéu vit tiéu vanh, ¢6 trén trim rudi bac
roi. Nay lam viéc gi d¢ nghin bac thi c6 théi, hon
nira bi&t dao dau ra duoc.

— Mo kh¢r qual Ta da dinh di, thi exody» mét

“mé cho that ning tai roi s€é «phéis twdong cha nha

ay no thi€u gi?

— T'6i da nghi chan ra roi ciu a! N€u xody clia
no, t6i d&n kiém bac, sao ciling phai loi ra ngay,
chi ¢6 bay lén dang troi méi thoat duoe. Chiing tha
cir lam t6i ngay dn may thit, sO co troi thwrong
thanh do6 cho ciing co6. Viéc gi phai lam nhitng
chuyén adn may dn xin thé ?

— Ai ciing nght bung quan-tir dwge nhu mo thi
trong Hoa-10 chiic khgng ¢o tén {1 ndo con can vé
toi «thut két?» " g

— K_v toi ciing chi so phai vao niim nha dia in

ca mim thi kho 1dm !
Hoang-Ho thily hai cdi hom da dm fp, twdng chi

4 th€ nao ciing ¢6 bac van, nay nghe noéi ¢6 y hoi
that-vong. Nhurng nghi bung Ta cot lay ngwoi, ¢o

“¢fin gi eta. Cir dirng duoi qué mé sirt, lo gi khong

ki€m duge dn | Bén vira cudi vira nai ;
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— To6i néi wom choi mo thé, chiir mot miit ngudi

hon mudi mit cda, ¢6 lam chi nhirng cai pha-van?

Thing téi nao yén me, ma ¢&t chi yéu cai dong

tien ctia mo thi khéong phai théing téi... Téi that

nguvén thién-dia, thé khong c6 cai tinh xau ay!
Thi-Phwong ciling cudi dap lai rdng: ‘
— Phai! Cau chi c¢6 cai tinh x8u dé vo nguoi ta
thoi !

ha chan-van dira nhw téi, n€u cir biit bo ta hét ca

thi trém cai nha pha Hoéa-lo, cling khong c¢6 chd

dung xu?. Nha dai-triét-hge-gia nhur 6ng Lu-Thoa
ciing con noi riing : « Poi ngwdi that lim t6i-164,
chi ¢c6 mot dieéu tha-thir 1a hét ». Vay ta ciing nén

bat-chwae 161 bén Pao c6 diéu gi gian-ac eir xwrng

toi ciu xin Chua, ngai s€ tha-thir cho ea.

— N&u the thi téi cling xin nguyén: « Ciu cho
ching téi la ké Cé toéi! » ‘

Thoi nhung ma néi choi thi néi trdng cdu cling

nén liéu tim c¢éng dn viéc lam, xem co-mong nay

nghin bac chi trong vai ba thang 1a nliin ca kién.
LLic 4y roi ngra tay xin ai ? Anh em ¢ cai doi nay
6 tién thi gdn khong tién thi xa, than nhau ching
qua ngoai la mit diy théi, dén luc tién vo nhét
viin minh chwa bam vao lwng bo, ho da hél-hiy
ngay minh truée rdi. CAu dirng ¢6 tin chic gi cau:
« Gidn vi ban» ma c¢é6 ngay xéc nhw vo xo nhir
rong. Kia vo anh em ht'fiICﬁng coOn phong kia kia !
— Cainghé liy dongtién giao-két voi nhaw, dong
tien het thi nghia tuyét, d&n vo chdng cling the nira
la anh em ban! Nén binh-sinh toi ddi voi dong tién
lam lac cdn thi cin that ma vin xem khinh...

— Vang! cling xin thu-thiwre réng ¢6. Nhwrng thién-

|
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— Thoéi dé toi s& Nigu, xem cong viécthé nao,

chiing c6 ta xich «va-li» xe0...

‘— Xéo dau nira bay gio ?

— Vao Saigon !

— A Saigon c6 phai la xir dét 1Tnh 1am khuy &y
khéng ? Toi nghe & diy dau gén mit troi quanh
nim chi ¢6 nong chir khéng rét nhuw ¢ Bic-ky ta,
Minh vao diy la nwéce la cai ngon-ngir bit dong
roi-lam an gi?

— Linh c6 phai & ddy dét, khuycé phai & dﬁy lam
dau.Vi trong ay co6 trude, ngoai nay coé6 sau nén
ngudi ta goi the thoéi, chir déu la cia Tau dem sang
ban ca. Con ai noi ¢ diy gian miit troi thi nguoi
ay lai ngu qua! Hinh th€ dia-d6 nuwoc ta gidng chir
«S» Nam-ky & vé phia duoi, cach nhiét-doi co6 10
do, cho nén tiét troi thwong néng nwe nhy mua ha,

- chi ¢6 thang 7, thang 8 nhiéu mua thi hoi ra vé thu.

Noi dén cai gidu thi thye dirng vao bac nh#t: hon
ca hai x& Béc, Trung-ky. Cho nén nguwoi ta moi goi
xir &y la cai kho tang cua Dong-dwong. Mot nha
viét bdo cé ti€ng nuwde Phap nim xwa sang du-lich
Saigon, ¢6 binh phim riing : f{y la mot x1r ¢o y-vi
cho nhirng nguoi ¢ diy dn choi sung-sudong! Diu
dén hang dan lam ngua nglri:ri, la ban-tién nhat,
cling sang ea-phé hi-tiu, t6i nim khénh hut thudc
phién trong quan Cong-yén. Nhu thé phong quan
Tham, quan Phan ngoai minh, ¢6 phong-luu duoc
vay khong ?

Cling vi xit dé kigm #n, nén khodng mudi nim
nay ngudi Bac ta do x0 nhau vao, ¢6 trén 3, 4 van
ma xem chirng van con thi€u nhan-coéng.

.
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Toi tinh n&€n & day khoéng xong, thi ta xeay vao
trong a4y co6 1€ lai thu vi hon?

U'! Théi can tinh th€ nao thi tinh ngay di, kéo l1au
ngay chdy thang &n tiéu st rudt qua cau a!

— Thoi, dém dé khuya, ngay di mét, bay gio ta hiy

tinh chuyén di ngu da, viéc gi qua ngay mai sé hay! #
T'hi-Phwong ngoi néi chuyén nghe cling di moi  §) -
ben diang day quat man, hai nguoi lam mot gifie L
cho dén sédng. | : -
Vi viéc t6-chirec nha in, Hoang-H6 khi lén Hanoi, o
khi xudng Hai-dwong, chiae lwng c¢é en ly Luwong, té | g]r
ra cling phuong bo lém, lam cho cir méi thang '_
phéi & ¢6 chiu 8 chuec ddng bac nha toi., g 30
Mot hom, bao Thi-Phwong: : } hit
— Thoi, ngwoi minh chwra du tu-cach lap cong-ly, W I
ta licu xach ava-ly» buwée!... Bude mii, bao gio W
dat duoc muc-dich moi nghel... | o
Truoe hét ta hay vé Ha-nam, thim quan lon nha L
di, roi san sé liéu. .. -
Khi vé toi nha chwa kip d6i hoi, cu 1on von nguoi - # |
nho-hoc, thim ghét cai 18i hon-nhan tw do, nghe l :

noi, dung dung ndi gian thét mang :

— Dosuc-sinh! nha ongxwanay 1é phép,dau cé con
bit-hi€u th€? L.¢ ddu! Bay dudi ¢6 hai dira kia ral...

Hoang-Ho va Thi-Phwong bi mot bta méing tan
té, tirc minh lai dat nhau quay xudng Haiphong
cho tau di thing Saigon.

Cach hon tudn 1€ c6 chi€c tau lén ctia hing « Ndm
ngoi sao» chay vé Tay, co ghé vao Saigon, Hoang-
HG6 dem gidy cin-cwoe ra mua 2 céi vé hang twr, roi
vé du bi nao gh€ « pho-toi», nao chi®u hoa, m
chén, d6 hop banh kho dé nay mai xudng thu,

—
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Ngoai b&n Sau-kho ngwéi ta dwong tép ndp, nao
cu-ly khudp hang héa, hanh khach xdch rwong
hém, ké xudng nguoi 1én, chen vai thich canh. Khi
tau sap chay, c¢6 linh cdanh-sat ra bién thé, ciin-
curoe, k€ chuong khua ldn thir nhilt, nhirng nguoi
dua tién dén trd 1én by, d€n lin chuong thir hai

- nira thi kéo cdu, Luc fiy vé miit ké & nguoi di, coi

ho ngiti ngui, tién hiét: ndo gio mii, nao viy mui-
soa, chao vudt duoi nhau mii cho dén khi taa ra
gitta song quay mili chay réi méi ngot.
Thi-Phwong xwa nay vén nguwdi khué-cae, binh-
sinh chuwa tréi cii cinh biét-ly nhw thé bao gio. O
Hdi-cdng tuy khong ai la than-thich rudt gia, nhung
lau ngay cling quen bi€t niim ba chi em ban, nhiing
ba chu ng, voi ¢o6 tham kia, luc phan ky, da ciing

- boi-hoi, giong chAu theo khoe thu-ba chira-chan

lai-lang.
Tdu chay xa-xa mét quiing, cac hanh-khich hang
tw ke chi®u manh, nguoi gh€ vai, nfim x6 no, ngoi
x6 kia, doi voi hang nhat, hang nhi, hang ba, that
trai hdin ra giai-cép nhu thién-dwong dia-nguc vay.
Bi hang iy, tire goi la di « So-pang» tya ho eai

~bang niim dudi dat vay, & ding miii, voi phia sau

lai, trén cé vai che mwa néng, thuwong nhirug khi
song to gio.lon, cdi mui vai 8y cudn lén, thanh ra
ngoi 19-thién ca lii voi nbau. Bita du thi 1én cim
tdu xin cai gidly phép linh com va ky-quy mot

~ dong bac mugn cda nha bép 2 cai dia. 1 cai mudm

va 1 cai dia, ngay hai lan, phai di ITnh iy ma iin.
Néu danh v& hay mat, thi s0 bac dir wwoce phdi
mat khéng.
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T6i nao nhirng phu tiu ciing bat voi réng, bom
nurde rira boong, duwong ngu say ciing phai choang
day, khuan don hanh-ly, n€u cham thi nwdc min
lénh-lang wot-at ca nguwoi. Va dén b&n nao, tau
truc hang lén cling phai khuan chay di cho khac.
Ay chivi kém-cdi dong tién, khoi nha ra thdil-nghiép
nhuw the. Dudong di c6 ba ngay bdn dém, tién cudc
moi nguoi 35 dong bac cling khong phai la ré-ring
gi (nay da xudng 25 dong).

T'iu cang ra xa, ngoanh tréng lai thanh pho Hai-
phong chi thay may ludong khoéi toa nghi-ngut tan
may xanh.

Khi ra khdi D6-son song ngoai dén vao lam tau
chong-chénh, ngudi khong quen di tdu bé thuwong
hay non thoec-thao. Lic ay co chi€c ca-not ra don
vién quan thiy, deng cdim may dwa dwdng, lai
xudng tré¢ vé don cil. R6i tir d6 ménh-mong mot
gioi mot nwdc voi mot minh ta, trong voi co-quoce
bi¢t la vé dau !

Hoang-Ho6 tay ciim 8ng « thién-ly-kinh » chi déing

Xa-xa hm 1Thi-Phwong :
— D3 mg bidt cai gi nbi Bu-b&u & xa kia nao?

|

Thi-Phuwong d& 18y Sng dom nhin xem roi noi: S
— Ghé chira! Mdy chi€c thuyén ho dwong danh d
Cﬂ.ﬂau aI kﬁ

— Phail ddy 1a thuyén chai luoéi ngu'm ‘khéach ¢ :
cii-lao Hai-nam kia giap vé Dong-Hung, Méng-cay
ho ra danh c4 tan ngoai hé khoi diy. Bon @iy chiing
no thanh virgt Lé lim mo a! Cho nén nhirng quan
gidc khach danh cwop tiu 0, phi’in nhiéu la bon ho
ca, ¢6 nguwoi nod lin xudng diay nude hang nua
ngay troi ma khong ngal hoi kia day.
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" — Sao tidu n6 khong chay vao gian b, cir 1énh-
dénh thé nay ghé ldm nhi ! |

Hoang-Ho6 gié bire dia-d6 Bong-duong chi bao «
Thi-Phuong:

— Tiu minh dwong chay thiing & chd nay la cai
eo bé, ché kia 1a ch-lao Hai-nam, gidn trong via
can lai vira ¢6 nhitng hon da ngdm & duwéi bé moc
lén, n€u chay giin vao 1& méc phai am tiéu nhw gai
ngoi phai coc thi tiiu nguy-hiém ngay.

— Pa né moc ngdm & dudi bé lam sao ma bi€t
duoec.

— Vén thudong ¢6 mo6t chide tan nhd, 6 thang &
trong Nam, sdu thdng ra ngoai Béc, di kham vé
hinh-th€ duvdong hang-tuy€n in thanh dia-dé ban cho
cac tdu di phai mua dé bi€t ma tranh. Thé ma c
h&t sdu thang khi gid lai, cling dd doi khac it nhidu.

- Vay da bi@t hinh-thé nii non chdng khac gi bo sinh
ly cua ngudot ta mot ti ndo ca, -

— Trong cai cinh bé budi gin t8i sao budn 1dm
cadu nhi?

— Ay ¢o than d€n cdi canh nay mdi biét cdu Kiéu
cua cu Tién-Dién: « Budn tréng caa bé chiéu hom,
thuy@n ai thfip thoang cAnh budm xa xa», 14 cdnh
hay that. Gia cir ngoi trong x6 nha gi¢ iruyén Kidu
ra mua vui lay mot vai irong canh, thi cé ai biét
cu la nguwoi thi¢p-theé lam, did n€m trai biet bao
nhiéu mui cay dang ¢ doi.

Hoang Ho thdy Thi-Phwong c¢é y nhé nha beén
noéi lang sang chuyén khéc hoi choi cho khuay:

— Nay d0 mo bidt ddt to hay bé to nao? M¢ noi
dugc 161 khen cho la tail
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— Chic sao d#t cling to han chir. Vi cach niii non

cdy c8i, thir bat hét di xem cé thély tit ma xanh
dén tan ehan troi khong ! '

— Vii-tru ngé ménh-mong nhw thé kia ta khéng
thé idy ldim con mit ma lvgng duge.

Theo nhuw loi nha nghién-ciru vé dia-hoc, coi
doanh-hoan 1.000 plian, mit nwée chiém 717 phan,
diu-cdu chi co 283 phian ma thoéi, mit nuwoce la
trong tuy phidng ma thye thi cling cong theo vong
cau. Kia mg thi nhin xem chiéc thuyén ¢ diing xa
kia chi thay cai miii thuyén nhé cao thi du ro nwoc
khong phai phéing,

— Thé bé sau do mily mwoi sai?

— Sai nao ma do bé duge I Cach do gian-di nhiit
la bugc chi vao mél diu giay roi tha xudng nudc
cho t&i khi nao thay sire chi khong kéo xudng duoc
nira la biet di xuéng dén dat, Cuc chi &y c¢é boi mo
bo khi kéo 1én thay chéit gi ham vao cue chi tire la
dudi day bé chd &y o chit de,

Néu bé sau ldm thi phai dung may riéng, may
nay c6 cai guong tron, & chung quanh quan giay
thép, hé giay tha xudng sadu bao nhiéu thi cdi guong
quay di bily nhiéu, chi viéc trong cai kim quay o
trén ciing du biét ngay bé sau la may. Bdu may ciing
¢ buge may dé xac ldy cac chiit o day bé, & giay ciing
c6 budc-kém miy 6ng « han-thir biéu » va miy cdi
chai, dé xem nhiét-do ciing chéit nuae & dudi day.

Ngayv nay khoa-hoc di ti€n ho, ngurdi 1a méi ché
ra mot thir dién, trong ¢6 mot thir chuéng bédo hiéu
hé xudng sau dé€n dau thi titng chuéng béao hiéu dén
dédy ta chi viéc ng6i tinh la bi€t dugec sdu néng.
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Theo nhu nha hoc vé dia-dw noi thi mit bé rong
woe 370 triéu ki-l6 mét vuodng, sO nwée do 1.400
ki-l6 mét dirng. Pem san déu ra tinh s8 binh quan
bé sau ciing 3.600 thuoc.

Nudc bé c6 mudi ta éin voi cac thir mudi khae
néu loc 18y h&t mudi dwoi bé ma ddp 1én co thé
to gin béng ca cai chiu A nay chir khong it.

Trong nuwéc bé, lai ¢6 1an cd vang; néu 1y dwoc
lén phdn phat cho tat cA moi ngudi trén thé-gioi
thi ching ai phai lo nghéo. Xwa dd c6 nguoi MY,
dA nghién-ctru ch€ ra mét thir ray deé loc 18y vang
& trong nwée bé, nhung s& diac bat bd s& thit,
thanh ra viéc @y lai théi,

Mau nwére bé thuwong dbi theo man da tréi, dirng
ché nao co chat gi rieng thi maéi khéac di, cling co
¢hdé bé nhiéu loai d'a-qnang dém 18i thiy sang lap
loe nhu dom dom.

Du¢i bé khong thwe la trong hén, sdu qua 100
thuée thi mi mi nhw dém t6i, khéng con trong
thily gi ca. Cho nén céc loai ca ¢ dwoi sau troi sinh
¢6 mot co quan riéng phat ra anh sang deé chifu
duong di....

Hai ngwoi con mai néi chuyén tréong ra troi di
xAm t8i {rong chd hang trim con ngudi hanh
khach c6 mot vai ngon den diau tay, lap 1é nhuw
ma troi. Thi-Phuwong ndm dém nghe ti€ng gio thai
uu véi ti€ng song vo odm oip, lai cang nhur khéu
goi mach sdu, twong nh¢ tinh xwa nghia cii trong
lﬁctncwnﬁngphﬁngphﬁtngherﬂurﬁngthﬁn]uﬁng-
tAm mang bao :

« May that d6n mat! Ha's,r chiing mudn, muén do,
nghe con ma vat-duc no cam do n& tinh dirt 4o ra
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di... R6i may xem noé chi dat nguéi vio con dwdong
kho niio diy cai ki€p phong trin c¢é bao gior dwge
huwédng hanh-phic dau, sao h&t khon don ra dai thé ?

Thi-Phuong lot tai nghe biiy nhiéu nhéi bang-
hoang nhw tinh nhuw say ciing ty hdi la dai. Nhung
dai rdéi con bi€t khon lam sao day ?...

Hoi twong lai nho dén doi chut tho ngdy, nao
nhirng luec bong béng b& bé, hit hit hén hoén, con
me, m¢ con, nurng niu nhw hat ngoec. Thé ma nay
con mdt noi me mot néo bi€t bao gio me cor ta
lai ndi 1ol nwéc non ? Chéc trong bdy lau nay
con trong me dad mon con mit, khoc khan ¢o
hong, chiang hay con c6 biét cai thin me dwong
lénh dénh o trén mét bé Dong-kinh-loan nay
khéong ?7... Nao nguwoi nghia cli tinh xwa, giay
loan chiip ndi bay gior la ai ? Hay g& sOng nuéi con,
mot than kiém ca hai chire, lam me lai lam cha ?
Thoéi théi thi€p da phu chang, ki€p nay hiin khong
con miit miii ndo ma tréng thdly nhau nira ?...

Nghi minh khong bi&t ai &m dnh, hay mic thudc

bua-mé, dwong trréng gam méan théu, giwdng cao,
chiéu sach, com bwng tin mit, nirée rot tan mom,
lam sao ching & ma dem thian di diy doa, niim
dwdi van tdu, com ngay hai bira vac dfa di xin, ti
chéing ra tu, hanh khiit khéng ra hanh khit. That la
ching cai dai nao gidng cai dai nao'!
- Con dwong than théd bong nghe ti€ng nguwdi 6n ao,
ti€ng gudc 1op cobp, ndo choi quét, ndo nude xoi tir
diing miii tiu di lai, voi vang nguoi ndo nguwdi nay
khuan don hanh ly, tay xach nach mang cho nay
chuyén ché khac, wéce chirng mot gier dé6ng ho mai
duoc yén trat-tu.

i
|
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Trong mét ddm dong hanh khach phan nhiéu chi
bi€t vi-ky ai ngt say khong bi€t ciing khong goidé cho
biwatatcwdiric rich véi nhau that rit la vo dao dire.

K& motlac thi troisang,Hoang-Ho véi Thi-Phuong
dét nhau ra ch6é may nuwdce ngot viin m#i hang nura
gio moi dwoe mot bat dé rira mit. Khi trd lén
Thi-Phirgng ngtra tréong trén cao vét, méi bén co
2, 3 cai «san ban» treo lic liu bén hoi Hoang-Ho :
. — O hay ! Nguoi ta treo nhirng cai xudng dé lam
gi ma nhiéu th& nhi?

— Trong 3y dé da banh kho nuwdc ngot, phong
khi tdu c6 bi nguy-hiém méi thd xudng, dé ciru ldy
ngwoi.

No6i roi hai nguoi cung vao dirng gnra bén lan-
can, trong ra ngoai be. Hoang-H6 cdm Ong thién-
ly dom ra thay m¢t ché xa-xa, c6 bi&t bao tia nude
O dwdi bé phun 1én, bén trao cho Thi-Phugng xem
va tro tay hoi:

— Mo thir nhin xem, d8 bi€t cai gi ma phun
nirée lén theé kia ?

Thi-Phwong mit xem miéng hoi :

— U la nhi! Cai gi th&?

— P&y la ca voi, ngudi & mién bé tén goi la ca
Ong cho la n6 hay ciru ngudi trong con gidng-o.
Nhung xem Nam-str, khi thuyén Nguy&n-Hué duoi
vua Gia-long gin t&i noi, nhe co 1l ca voi nodi lén
chiin ngang ¢ gitta moi thoat khéi nan. Nén sau
néu con nao ch#t tréi tdp vao bo, thi quan so-tai
& ddy phai ra lam ma, dan-gian di dwa, diu doi
khin trdng, ma nguoi ndo tréng thiy trowée nhat
thi phai chdng gay chiu tang. Céixluc dy chéic khi
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xwra nha vua bt dan-gian gid on mét cach vo-ly
nhw thé, lau nay da thanh ra mot cai théi quen.
Kia ngwoi Nhat cé xir sudt doi chi bét ca voi d&

dem ban cho thi sao !

— Nghe nguwdi ta néi minh né lon bing ca mét
canh béi co phai khong?

— Minh né thuwong dai do 25 thude, nang uwoce 1
van rurdi cin tay, diu no -¢6 hai cai 16 dé phun
nwdoe. Theo nha nghién-ciru vé dong-vat-hoc thi
ca voi sOng dugc moét nghin ndm.

Duong noi chot nganh trong thily mét -troi &
dudi bé 16 1én dén nira chirng, vira chép miit loang
mot cai, dd thdy hién toan than do chéi o phwong

'dong. Thi-Phwong bén chi ma néi:

— That m#t téi chwra nom thiy miét troi chi loang
mat la bay lén trén nwde, tai sao ma mau thé nhi?
— Miit troi van dirng mot chd, trai ddt quay mot
lin 360 do luc nao cling nhe lic nao; vi & mit bé
ta dé th@ly cai sirc mau, khi d&n gitra troi, ménh-

- mong rong-rai, nhin khong thily dwoc cho nén thé

day chiwr co la gi dau !

Tau di hoi lau, trong vé tay trai di thdly nuii non
hang rday kéo dai theo men bo bé, qua chigu thi
toi vinh Da-nidng (Tourane). Ché Ay bai bén nui &
gitra bé, tdu vao b&n buodng neo, thi ghe thuyén
boi ra nhw thé 14 tre: dé don khach, ngwoi ban
hang, la nwée la non méi dé€n ciing ldy lam vui mét.

Tau dwong sinh-sich truc hanglén xuﬁng, Hoang-

Ho6 chi bao Thi-Phwrong :

— Khoi trong bo kia, co xe-hoa chay vé kinh-
thanh Hué, ré bén la Ho¢i-an (Faifo) o day nghé

s e
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buén-ban cling phon-thinh, nay xuft-san hang to-
lua va yén tiéu-thu di cac noi cliing nhiéu. Con
duwong Quéing-ngdi, nhiéu Qui-nhon, midy mon ay
déu la tho-san trir-danh & Trung-ky, ngoai Bic ta
buén & day ra ca.

— Ti&t troi mot chap sao & diy ma nuc thé céu
nhi ? |

— Phai, tir day tré& vao cang xudng cang nong,
khi-hdu khac han v&i Bic-ky, cir siu thang mura
lai sdu thang nang, chi c6 ha, thu, khéng co6 déng,
xudn, vi diay cach duwong nhiét-doi co 15 do, vao
dén Saigon con noéong hon nira, nhirng mén bong

4o kép cia mg dem theo, d&u khong hop dung ¢

Xir nong.

— Nhirng 40 gim lo6t, vao trong dy ma khong
« dién » dwge, ciing byc lam nhi?

— Kho gi, ta thao bod lin 1ot di.

— Do bao gio thi d€n Saigon hir cdu?

— Con 5 dém ngay nira.

— Tir hom qua dé€n gio nghe ciing da sot ruot.
Con nhitng 5 dém ngay nira kia a ?

— Nguoi ta di thuyén hang 4, 5 thang s&t rudt
dén dau) | ‘

Buwong néi thi tiu « siap-lé » kéo neo chay ra
khoi riéing nui, nghe ti€ng song dm dm, nhu quén
reo nguwa hét, Hoang-Ho dong long lai suc nho
hoi xwa Nguyén-Hoang danh nhau véi anh em
Hué, Nhac dau cling o chon nay, c6 1€ nhirng
guom dio gdy chim ¢ dwdi cat kia, lau doi ciing
dd thanh ra dit ca!... Hay hoiic gia cai ti€ng song
kia la tiéng oan- hon thién-co k& lai thanh
ching? ~
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T#u ra khoi ddy cir men theo gidy nii, chay su8t
ngay dém, thim thoat dd téi vinh tiu O-CiHp, luc
dy vao do 5 gio chiéu, co6 chi€c « ca-ndt» chd vién
quan thiy lén dan dwong, va linh canh-sat ra
kham gidy, trong lén bo bén kia tinh Ba-ria, bén
nay la O-cip, phong canh ciing nhu bén B6-son,
trén cao c6 dén chi€u bé, duwdi thip ¢6 don linh i
dong, vén la mét cira bé trong y€u & dit Nam-ky. i

Téu di mot quing thi tréi vira t3i, dén phao & 1
cac cu-lao roi quanh nhw chi€u anh, lira thuyén %
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chai ca liem-diém nhuw sao sa. Vao khoang 9 gi

thi tiu da toi b&n Saigon, ¢ diy goi la Khanh-hoi,

néo cu-ly lIén khudn hang, nao khach-san ra dén

kbach, coi rdi rit nhw dam dén chay quén. Thi- il v

Phuong goi phu khiéng hang bao:- i
— Nay bac kial Mang cho t6i cai hom nay, ldy

may hao ? " 1
Bon cu-ly coi b ngo ngac tra loi: i
— Cha! Hom ma ai mang ding?... Thi€m voé :

Cho-Lén kéu thidy Huynh chi-Phu cé xe dwa dam !

xac cho thué do! La! ch€c sao ma ch&c cip doi

dir day he ?... Tui «coc-cach ky-cuc goa! » !
Hoang-Ho lai goi: !
— Nay anh kial... Nguoi ta gia tién, sao lai

khong mang? |
Bon cu-ly gio cai the dong deo tay noi: {
- Tiéng ciing khéong thém! Tui téi khéng ai

khiéng ngudri chée. | 1
Co ngudi Bac cung di tau thily the€ vira cuwdi vira

bao voi Thi-Phuong:
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— Trong nay cai ti€ng « hom » la quan-tai,
«mang» la vac, ba bao ho vac quan-tai ngudi chét
nén ho s¢o ddy! Cir bdo khuan do, thi ho hiéu ngay.

Hoang-H6, Thi-Phwong ding tréong nhau ma
cwoi, mot lac thady vo chong 6ng Nguyén-vin-Doi
la nguwoi c6 hoi ho ho ngoai véi Hoang-Ho, ra
don, bon xe thong dong vé duwdong Mac-Mahon.

Téi nha, rira mat, udng nuwde réi Thi-Phuwong lai
nhicdén cauchuyén tréntiu,ai niy déu cudiimlén.

Hoang-H6 noi :

— Ay d#y! di dau ma khong quen bi&t ngdn-ngir
phopg tuc & diy, riit c6 lam diéu tré ngai kho khan
cho su giao-thiép. Nudc ta tuy vay ba xir chi cé
cai giong v&i mot vai thi ti€ng tho 4m khac nhau
ma thoi, chir nwde Tdu moét tinh d€n ndm bay thw
ti€ng « Quan-thoai» lam mét ti€ng chung twa ho
li€ng « Thé-gidi-ngir » bén Thai-tay vay.

Hoang-HS, Thi-Phwong phai méy hém di tdu bé,
khi 1én bo, tuy ngoi ¢ nha, nghe van rung rinh, léo
dio, bén ra tim, réi lam mot gidc cho toi sang.

Tinh day nghe tiéng hang qua béan rao ngoai
dwong; nao hu-tiu, nao banh my, nao chudi chién,
cua chién nong héi, la tai chang hieu la gi.

Vi duwge gific ngi ngon dém qua, Hoang-Ho, Thi-
Phuong déu tinh-than binh phuc khoe khoan nhu
¢ii, chi con di ding hoi loang choang mot doi chut.
_Khi soi gwong thdly mit may den nhém Thi-Phuong
rdt 1dy lam la noi: =

Hay chira nguoi khong ra néing ma sao mau da
nhur nhuém néu the€ nhi?

— Tai di gio bé né thé, va lai miit phiin nén cang
bét den 1¢, mot vai hom s€ tréng ra,
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Ciing & chung mot nha diy, c6 ba cu cung la it
Hoang-HO, vé&i con gai va con ré va vo chong Nguyén i
viin-D3i l1a ba chu ¢, ma ciing buén ban hang Bic  0f

ca. Sang day ngoi qudy qudn nhau udng nuéec, |
ngudi hoi thim ngoai Bac, ké thuat chuyén trong @l

Nam, mot luong khong-khi néng-nan rat vui vé. ki
K& Thi-Phwong hoi thim ba cu vé tinh-hinh
nguwodi Bic budn ban trong Nam. &

Ba cu thd dai moét ti€ng réi dap : e | 0

— Thaoi budi ddng chude mat it rudi nhiéu, gy ,_
xuwong lung méi ki€m dwoc dong tién! Miy nim i
xira con kha, bay gio nguoi Béc x0 vao, ngay cang | |
dong-dao gio hai ban tay tring, cling xdch néi niim f
ba trdm bac hang. Nhuw th€ ngwoi co6 cua ban ting |
lén bao nhiéu ma cha phai mua, ké khong vOn |
ban 16 di bao nhiéu ma cha phai ban? Chi qui-ho i
dwgc it nhigu vé gia, dé gitt 14y tin-nhiém, con lai |
chin dén chuy€n sau. Citr cang lau dudong nio, lai
cang ngap sau dwong &y, r6i dam y ra ddy, khong §
I& cho ban thit trau thit bo, ai ban dwge thit nguoi? '

Vi th€ nha ban chiu ho so, khong biél ai th€ nao,
minh ddu thue-tha, ho ciing ngo la cha qui-quai.
Nén budn bén bay gio, thue kho long qua c6 a !

— Sao khong gtri thing ra Hanoi ma mua theo

- e S S g

— Cai ngh€ budn cnta ngudi minb, noéi cho phai
ty-cling nhuw cai 13 quan lira dao, da co gi goi la
« throng-nghiép dao-dirc dau! Chinh nidm mit ro
mudi, tién that con mua phai cia gia, nira la xa x6i
ho dé tién nao cuia #y cho minh ngay tam doi dy?
Khong 1€ da gia tién ¢ nha giay thép réi méi linh
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duwoc hang vé, lai con doi di doi lai thi biét d&n doi
niao ? Nghe ddu bdo Saigon hém no tré né doc « Gan
nguwdi Bic nhwr gin quan moéc tui». X8u ho qual
M6t con sdu lam rau ca noi canh...

— Thwa, ngwoi Béc ta buon ban & day co dong
khong ?

Pong thi dong lim nhung phin nhiéu vac goi
di ban rao chir that md& dwong hoang cho ra cura
hi¢u cling mo&i co ndm ba nha. Con nhitng cira hang
lam nghé nhw déng gidy, lam mii, khic déu, may
quiin 4o tay thi vo-thién-sd, ma nhirng hiéu ay lai
phat tai ddo dé!... Cu ké xir nay tuy th€ ciing
con dé tho, trir nhitng hang nguwoi séng xwong hay
in khong hay lam, chiing ké chi, .con khong a
dén noéi doi rach ca; ké viée nay nguoi viée khac,
hodc lam thay, lam tho, lam thué, chwa ai phai di
kéo xe hay lam cu-ly bao gio. -.

Chuyén tro hoéi lau, dén gio nguoi viée nao lai
di viéc nay, Hoang-Ho6 véi Thi-Phuong cung nhau
thué xe gio ra dao choi phd, nao duwong Catinat,
nao Cho Moi, nao s& thu, nao b&n tiu dé€n dau
trong ciing déu mdi la con mét, nén mang vui di
mai gan trua maéi ve.

Toé1 nha com nuédc xong roi quay vao lam giac
ngu trwa. Vi khi-hau trong Nam la xar th#p-nhiét,
tir thang mot dén thang ba chi c6 niing khong mua
nén ai ciing phéai ngii mot lac budi trura, dé dudng
tinh-than,n€u khong thicir ndng trinh-trich céd nguoi
ma lam viéc gi ciling tw hé nhw nguoi lam bigng.

Chiéu d&n Nguyén-viin-B&di dwa hai nguoi vao
xem Cho-Lon, tir Saigon di 5 chim (xu) xe lira dé
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15 phut thi d€n noi, birée xudng phd Thiy-binh
roi ré ra dwong Quing-dong, sudt tir ddy cho véo
t&i Binh-tay, Binh-dong, ctr theo men bo séng, nao
nha mdy gao, mao hing tiu kéo dai bang «ki-l6-
mét » mdt, déu 14 ciia ngwoi khach kinh-doanh ra
cd. ddu d€n nhitrng noi ngd hém ciing ngudi khach
&, nhitng nghé nho-nhen ciling nguwdi khach lam,
ta vao d&€n ddy nhw & bén Thwong-hdi hay tinh-
thanh Quing-déng chir khong con twdng la dit
nuwdce Dai-Viét-Nam ta nira. Cha trach quyén-loi
Nam-ky tir thuwgng vang dén ha cam déu tom thu
vao m¢t tay khach-trua ca.

Noi r6i thé dai danh « hir» mot ti€ng. Nguyén-
vin-D3&i lién noi ti€p ring : |

— Ho cir dom d6 h€t cdc ngudn-lgi nhu chiin
ngang mach méu thi nguwot ta tw-nhién cling phéi
chét. Cho nén ndm xwa My dudi ngudi Thu, ciing
la so nbi « cwong tAn 4p chi» twrong-lai dam lao-
dong Hoa-ky s€ c¢6 moét ngay kia, xay ra cai nan
that-nghiép. .. Nay ba Ky ta khong biét lién-lac 14y
nhau dé giti-gin quyén-loi, mdi ngay duwong kinh-
t€ mot eo-hep, cach sinh-k& cang khé-khén, nguoi
c6 xac khong hon thi cdi sinh-s6ng & doi sinh-sdng
nay ciing la bdng thira ca. :

Ba nguwoi vira di vira noi chuyén, cir qua mot
con dudng la c6 mét rach soéng, trén blic mot cai
ciu sat n€u khong quen duwdng thi chi nhirng lac
la lac mai.

Doan Nguyén-vin-Bdi bao hai ngudi réng :

— Troi dd qua chiéu, thoéi ta 1én trén ldu chén
choi roi sé ve.
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Néi roi lien dwa nhau ré sang 18i duwong Nga-tr
qua ché dén bay ngon cung vao mdt nha cao-lau
lén tirng gac thwong, d6i ctra gac vé diy bén kia cé
dén 2, 3 muwoi nguwodi khach dwong « hdi théng»
ngoai truwong ding, k€t thai, c6 dm-nhac Tau, lic
10 te ti, I&c bdc xoang, trong c6 muoi miy 4 « Nir-
hiéu-thw » tudi vira doi tdm, ké hat nguweoi dua, chi
nay danh «Toan» c¢6 kia moi rwou, coi c6 phdn
vui thi bing m&y 18i hat co-diu & Bic-ky ta.

Ba nguoi dwrong ngdi con mai trong sang bén kia
thinh linh ¢6 mét ngwoi khach hoi 1éon ti€ng ring :

An gi 167

Miy nguoi ciing dat minh ngodnh lai; Nguyén-
vian-Boi beén tra 1oi noi :

Lay moét chai con rwou Mai-qué-16 voi lam mén
« tai ap sam mi ».

Trong giay phit ¢6 mét nguoi khach, minh trin
triing truc, mo-hoi nhé nhai, durdi van mot cai xiém
can lién bing vai bao bot, xéin cao d&€n dau goi,
bung thi phé ra nhu bung lgn, ron thi siu hoay
nhw tréon bat, mot tay cim chai rrou mot tay bung
d6 dn diat xudng dwdi ban danh huych mot cai !
Ngudi chwa tirng lén cao-lau ldn nao, trong thiy
ciach chi®u ddi vé 1€ nhwr th€, ai ma chéng gidn.
Nhung di thwéng roi cling quen mét cd, mién in
xong tra tién roi thoi.

Hoang-H& thdy ngira mit bén néi :

— Ngudi ta dn mat tin, cainilam giyo6 phép the&!

— Hiéu nao ciing vy d&n khéng &n thoéi lo !

Hoang-HO gian toan dirng day, 6ng Nguyén-vin-
Pdi can ring :

.
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— Ho trong nay van quen nhuw th& ca ddy, thoi
gian ching né lam gi! Ngudi minh nidm trude
di ndi lén cai phong trdo «idy chay» roi lai ngui
ngui phai dén hiéu ho ma &n, chir vao tiém com
Annam, 5 chim mot dia con ba cai dwra, gia chi gap
hai diia la nhin. Viy ngot ma got dén xwong, thoi
cling lay cdi tiéng « dong bao » nha minh ! |

— Tuy th€ ma dong tién khong lot mét ra ngoai,
Bac thu xem ngudi Khach, nguoi Cha, ngudi Nhat
ho c6 dung gi dén ctia minh khong ? Toéi gi ta lai
ganh vang di d6 séng Ngo l... . Ta cir nghiém cac
biac China, h& di dén dAu truwdce hét lap ngay cai
nghia-dia la ¢6 y s8ng chét & didy, mudn chiém
linh cai dat tra ngu lam ¢6 hwong thir hai, da lay
ciia lai lay nguoi, co tam thwe dang ghé so l...

Thi-Phuwong noi :

— Thoéi,imdi ! Dirng chém tre ching de ddu miit
nira... Tai minh tham gidu ma ldy ho chw ai bit |

Hoang-H6 cudi nhat ma ring :

— Phai, ai cling dirge nhw mo ca thi con noéi gil

DPoan ba ngud¢i cuing ngdi vao tiéc rugu én udng
no né dau day, tro xudng tra tién roi cing ra di dao
xem cudc nao nhiét ban dém.

Khi-hau trong Nam ngay néng dém mat, nén cir
toi d€n nguoi ta di dao choi cdc phd phuwong dong
nhw xem hoi, nao rap hat boi, nao quan Céng-yén,
nao tiém ca-phé, t8i nao cling nhw t8i nao chiing
bao gio la ngot kbach.

Bon Hoang-H3 ba ngudi di xem xét tirng ti, rdi
lai 1én xe lira tré vé Saigon, quanh khép Cheo-Ci,
qua dén Che-M¢&i, doan cung vé nha nghi.
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Qua siang hom sau Hoang-H6 d€n thdm cac nha
bao, nhan ban d&n vidn-dé khach-tri & Nam-ky,
mudn*lén ti€ng hdé hao dong-bao trong xir lap
xwdng tho, m& hiéu buén, dé canh tranh voi dam
Hoa-kiéu, cho dong tién trong nude khoi lot ra
ngoai. Song xét ky tinh-th&, cling tw bi€t nhu
ngudi bi bénh dd nhéap ly, khong phai mét hai
thang thu8c ma thu cong ndi, nén mudn noi lai
kh6éng mudn noi.

Mot hom Hoang-H6 bdo Thi-Phuwong :

— Mo da dn qua nem Thu-dirc trong nay ldn nao
chua ? '

— N6 ciing nhuw nem Saigon chir gi ? -

— Phai, n6 ciing th€ nhiwng ngon la. Nghé ban
nem ma c6 bing clp thi mg biét cai gia-tri thé
nao. Nim xwa ho did thi nhau dé.nem hang ntra
thang ma khong chua, c¢6 phdi nhu nem Ngd-gach
ngoai minh, moi tir sang dén chiéu da chua loét
nhur mé thi trong fy bi&t bao vi-trung ghé qua-!

— Céach day gan hay xa, ta nén thir xem sao cho
biét ?

— Do chirng 14 ki-16-mét nhung khong co xe-lira
chay thwong nhw Cho-lén, tdi ta thué 0-t6 chuyén
vira di vira vé do 6 dong, 1én diy thir choi cho bift
phong-vi 0 xir nguai.

— Ma nghe dau ruou & xir dy cling ngon kia diy?

-- Rwou ddy khach-triu ho n#u toan bfing nép
ca, mii né thom ngon hon rwou lau ta, cao toi 40
do, méi chai ho ban dau gin 5 céic bac. Con ruou
ciia tdy nfiu goi la rwou ty, vi giit giong nén nhitng
nha bom ruwou it ¢é ai wa dung,

x “"'i_;a-l{'
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N6i roi hai nguwéi cing nhau ra thué 6-t6 1én
Tha-die, & ddy gitra phd c6 mét cai chg hai bén
kéo dai cac hiéu khach, ta buén ban, qua trong
‘nhitng nha cira tra h3 nhw cai trai mét, phin
nhiéu la tay &.

Vi Saigon, ctra nha wira dﬁt lai vira néo-nhiét

nén nhiéu nguéi 1én mua dat cﬁt nha, lam don-

dién giong-giot, hay chédn-nuéi & do. Co cai sudi
nwoe tir & dau lai trong vat hon nwéc may, phong-
canh that la u-tich. Tai ddy c¢é hai nha may lon,
mo6t nha may nfdu rwou, hai la nha may lam giay,
déu cua khach-tra kinh-dich ra ca.

Khi dn, qua-nhién danh b&t hw truyén, Thi-
Phuong hoi llang nem cach lam th€ ndo ma khéo
the.

Hang nem noi :

— Thwa cai bi-quy&t lam nem, chi c6 thai thit
cho that mong, ép cho théat réo, thi ngon diiy thoi.

An xong hai ngudi ciing lén 6-t6 vé Saigon, lai
vao xem hat bdi cho d€n qua nira dém maoi ve.

Khi di duérng Thi-Phwong boi Hoang-Hé:

— Nay cAu nhi ? Nguoi ta noi: «in Bic méc Kinh »
toi trdng nén noi: « An Bac mic Saigon » con ding
hon. Cai mdt boi toc canh phung cua ho thuce dep
v0 ngan | |

— (7, hay mo #n miic ddi theo cai m&t do, co 18
cling xinh lam.

— Th& nhirng ma khéng néi dwoc cai giong « cho
che thi sao?

— Cho ho goi minh la «Coc-cach lai » la cung
chir gi |




FFH =
{ L3
"W

’

MO CO PHUONG 95

— Noi dua, chir minh adn-van theo ho ciing nhuw
noéi tiéng theo ho, cai giong n6é vin cirng sdng thé
nao nghe chuéng tai qua!

— Cai giong ca cua dan-ba trong nay, lanh-lat hay
hon ca hai xir Trung, Béc, c6 thé khi€n nguoitanghe
nhir ngay nhw dai, khong trach cac c6 ddu ngoai
minh vao day phdi ban ca dan lan phach ma buée.

— Cai 161 hat c6 ddu ngoai minh, khong bigt cac
ong sinh chau th&€ nao, t6i nghe-cai giong « hu hy»
that ghét qua. Th€ ma c6 ké mat co mit nghiép vé
c0 diu, phai ta phaitdi vé cd diu, thi cling la thue.

— Ngudi ta co phai chét vé ti€ng hat dau, chi
chét vé vanh ngoai bay chir, vanh trong tdm nghé
kia mo al...

Hai nguwoi vira di vira noéi chuyén tréng lén da
gan toi nha, Hoang-H6 lai bdo Thi-Phwong:

— Thoéi mo! Téi tinh di tim nha khac ma ¢.
Chi & day khong nhitng m#t su tw-do clia chiing
minh ma lai mat cai tw-do ctia nguwoi ta nira.

— Céu noi phai ddy, t6i & ddy miy hom, nghe
ciing khoé chiu 1§m.

— Thoi, d& mai téi ban véi bac P38i xem.

Noi 16i lién go cira Cach!! Cach!!...

Nguyén-vin-BDdi mit nhim mit mdé ra mé ctra
va hoi rang :

-— Bac giai bac gai choi dau ma vé khuya thé&?

Hoang-Ho6 noéi tang ring:

— Mo¢i dén con la nwée la cai nén di choi xem
cho bi€t phong-tuc mét xir ta ra thé€ nao, d& tién
m#a so sanh x&r nay véi xir khae,

Nguyén-vin-B&inoi:
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— Thoéi dém kbuya, ta nén di nghi, mai s& noi
chuyén. |

Ldi thwong nhue buén ban, hay ngh som day
sé¢m, co trinh-d¢ nhit dinh, nguéi #n choi khéng
tdi thudong thirc sudt dém khong ngd, sang thi nim
dé€n nira ngdy chuwa didy. Cho nén hai hang nguoi
dy c6 cai tinh twong-phan véi nhau : twong-phén
sinh twong 0, cé6 bao gi¢ ma dung-hop duoec.

Ciach m3y hom sau, Hoang-Ho6 véi Nguy@n-viin-

P8&i hai nha cing thué mot cin nha & Pit-bo. O
d6 ciing ty nhuw dudng cho Hom Hanoi vay..

Ngay qua thang lai, thim thoat miy thang troi,
Hoang-H6 trong tién lung dd gdn can ma cong
viéc bé nao cling khéong yén bé ndo, nén bat dic
di phai xoay ra cdi k& qua Tay, kéo ¢ lau ngay e
sau nay tay khéng khon 18 tim vanh @m no.

Bén bao véi Thi-Phwong ring :

— Thoi mo a, t6i tinh sang Phiap du-hoe, mo &
ddy buén ban voi vo chong bac Doi d¢ it nam, toi
dat dlft;:'c ciai biing ciip hoiic Cu-nhén, hodc Bac-si,
s€ vé tinh cach lap than ciing chwa mudon. Chu

lam dn ma thua chiing thua ban thi tire qual tiec

phai ¢d, ¢ méi thanh, thanh r6i s cé ngay.

Thi-Phuwong nghe néi dat minh dap rdng:

— Ché&t noéi! sao cau cir bay nhw chim thé ? Khi
o Hanoi thi cau mudn xudng Haiphong. Khi o
Haiphong cén lai mudn vao Saigon, nay vao dé&n
Saigon ciu lai mudn sang Tay nira, réi khong biét
qua Tay dav cau lai tinh di choi vong quanh khép
the-gio¢i chiing ?

=, L e Pl s ] i
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— Pid danh ring tang-bong la chi-khi nam-nhi,
tuéi xanh khong theo dudi kip thi diu bac rdi
theong bi vé ich.

— Nay trinh-do qudc-dan con duwong thip kém,
nirdc nha cin ngudi dé ma mé mang. Cau hoc
thanh tai 4o gam vé lang, t6i dwoc trom nho cai
ti€ng cau nén darh nén gia ba Nghe ba Bdc thang
lwong ba (rdm bdn trim #n & nhw tay ké sung-
swong thue. Song theo nhwr bung dan ba téi nghi
cdi y-hwdong ciua dan ong thuong hay doéi tring thay
den, c6 mo&i noi cii, pha dich giao, quy dich the,
cdi bénh Ay nhit la bon thi€u-nién nam-1tr nuwde ta
ngay nay lai cang lim 1dm. Kia cdu thor xem nhu
ong DEc-tor cwdi vo din gia, cdu Ta kién bo ké
tao-khang, ddy cai gwong du-hoc bén Tay da treo
cao tiy li€p, gia~dinh nhw thé&, xd-héi mong gi ?

Va lai, téi bay gi¢ trong tay di can dong tién,
than gai mot minh, bén troi goc bé, biét lam sao
tim duoc cai k€ dm-no ? Bing mudi mit tro ve,
chac khéng ai chira-chdp nhitng cta oan-gia, lai
cang do-ding dang-hinh, thém béu x¥u béu hd néu
tro vé xir cii nhw thé, tha xwong tring qué nguoi
con hon. Cau bao ¢ day budén ban kiém &an. Kia cai
goi hang to nhuw edi bo kia ai ma mang noi trén vai
suot tir sang dén tdi, hét duong no sang duong kia,
nay hat nay mai hat khac? Vay cau di, co nhiéu
khodi-lac ma t6i & nha 1im ndi khé-khin, ciau tinh
sao cho tron moi bé thi xin vang.

— Nguoi ta vi dai tinh nhi-nir nén doin khi anh-
hiing, mg sao khong thoat khoi cdi tinh thuong cir
muon giirrit Iy chong, khong mudn cho roi xa ddu
mot buée cd. Cha trach A-Cluné 14 cho phai lim!
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— Cau n6i thir nghe co6 lot vao tai khong ? Nghia
muoOn lam viéc gi ciing phai cé6 «twong doi luat »
mo&i dwoe cehir! N€u co chi tinh nwoe eta minh
di ma khong tinh nwée cho bén kia gd, thi chiing
hoa ra vi-ky ldm w? ROi k€t-qua tét-nhién phai
thiit-bai. Cho nén bi€t ngwoi biet minh, tram tran
danh trim tran duoc.

— Toi eling con néi choi thé, me twong qua du

hoc bén Tdy dé 1im hay sao? Tién tiu khong ké,
o bén &y méi thang triim bac la ha-tién vit ruot ra,
minh I8y dau cho c¢6 duwge s6 dy ma hoe véi choe?
— Téi nghe cdu noi nén cling lay 1€ phai trai
phian-trin mot doi loi d6 théi, nghe hay khong
con tay ¢ hrong cau diy.
Hoang-H6 tir hom fiy tuy miéng khong néi ra

nhirng dd bi-mat gri tho v& nha, xin giup-d& it

nhi¢u 16-phi va xuOng ban riéng véi hiéu anh
Chanh-ky cong-ty ngudi Bidec mé tai Saigon, trude
kia da o Paris ldu ndm nén tinh-hinh bén Phap
the ndo cling déu rd ca. Nhan noi d€n viéc kinh-t&
eo-hep thi Chanh-ky ban v&i Hoang Ho riing :

— Bac co6 tai dién-thuy&t nén nghl lay mot bai
cho that hay dé t6i dirng 1én lam glay moi cac danh
nhan Nam, Bic d€n nghe roi toi sé c6-dong giup
bac, thé nao roi chﬁug kiem dugec moét mén tién
kha to. Nhwng bac vé bén ay nén hoc lay nghé lam
biao, roi xoay ra hoc luit, mai sau vé nuwoc nha co
thé bo-ich cho ddng-bao ching nhirng khoa-hoc
khac. Vay béac hily nghe loi t6i v& nghi thdo ngay di.

Miy hom sau, Hoang-Ho thido xong bai dién-viin
nhan-deé la ;
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« Kinh-t€ xir Bong-Dwong ». Chanh-ky dirng lén
mé&i nao hoi Cong-thuong, nao héi Khuyén-hoe va
cdc nha budn-ban lon Bic-ky & Saigon. Téi hom Hy
Béc, Nam xum-hop tai nha « Nam-ky khuy&n-hoc
hoi» nguwoi dén chat khong co chod ngoi.

K& Chanh-ky dirng ra gioi-thiéu, ré6i Hoang-Ho
cim bai difn-viin doc dai y noi ring:

«.. Tacocai dn cai mic cai o la ba viin-dé can
nhét cho doi sinh s8ng... Rudéng tuy cay ma gao
ngwoi khach ban, nha mwén cua Hoa, mic mua
ciia Qudng-chdu, quanh nim nwoe mit mo hai,
dwoe ddng nao ganh do6 ra song Ngoé hét, Vay con
c4i nguy nao cho bing cai nguy ay? Ta bay gio
mudn cho dan gidu nwde manh ba xir phdl lién lac
véi nhau cung canh tr anh voi khach-tra dé thu lay
quyén loi ta vé v. v..

Doc xong nguoi nghe ai cling vo tay nhu phao
nd, hét gior thi hoi giai tan.

Qua sang hém sau, Hoang-H6 dwoe tin nghiém-
- hufin bat phﬁi r& thily chia uyén, c6 qua Tay du-
hoc lic Ay s€& gitp cho mot mon tién, bing khéng
thi dong xu ciing khong thira cua.

Chanh-ky lap ra mét k& duwa Hoang-Ho d€n thim
cac nha danh nhan Nam-ky, moéi nguoi ti€n ting
ndm biy trim quan ca thily duwoc dau vai triim bac.
‘Bén vé du bi hanh ly quy&t chi xuit dwong, nhung
vﬁn giflu khong cho Thi-Phuwong biét.

Dwong lac Chanh-ky gitip Hoang-Ho, thi du-luan
ngudi bdc & Saigon nhao nhao, mét phiin thi cho
Chéanh-ky o t8t bung véi Hoang-Ha, mét phiin nguoi
thi cho Chanh-ky mu&n phdéng Thi-Phurong, vi
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phin nhiéu thu tir hoi han chuyén gi, Hoang-Ho déu
trao cho Thi-Phwong cdm lai, nén Chanh-ky tinh
frong nhuw da nhuwng mit ngoai con e...

Hom gdn xudng tiu, Hoang-Ho6 bdo Thi-Phuong
va dua cho 5 chuc bac ma rang :-

— Nay mo a! Toi th€ nao cling phai sang Tay,
mo cim lay moén tién nay vé Bidc, ¢ nha hiu ha cu
lon than hon chim chat 1é thwong, do may nim toi
vE, bily gior ta s€ lai ndi loi thé non bé.

— Caudiaidam can, t6i vé cling xin vang, nhung
lrongirén trong xudng bi€t la co thwong khong chir?

— Mo dirng lo xa, cir cam cai tho nay cta toi vé
la yén oOn ca.

— Th€ dén hém nao cdu xudng tiu ?

— Trong ba hém nira tiu x&€p xong hang luc iy
doi ta s€ phai xa cach nhau nhwr vg chong Ngau vay.

Thi-Phwong tai nghe ruét rdi boi boi, giot lé
chira chan khéng noi di noi lai mot tléng gi ca,
trong bung tw nght riéng ring :

— Minh bay gio mai bi€t la dai, ch&t chwa ? Tinh
lam sao day ? Nén vé hay nén ¢ ? Hai cédi y tudng
giao chién véi nhau & trong bung : vé cling do ma
o ciing do...

U'! V& ma siin dwge noi dn chdn &, yén dao lam -

dau, cai ti€ng cwra quyén con hanh-phiic gi hon
nira. Nhwng van nhat khong ai cong-nhan, tat lic

dy phai xéo, xéo dau ?... Ma ¢ day khau ddm, vyng

duwong kim chi, & dim mit diic tiéng tay, tay khong
lam gi cho ¢6 in ?... nghi quanh nghi quén sau
k€t cuc théi vé la thwong sach, ngudi ta danh ke

i
|
|
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chay di, ai danh ké chay lai ? Au la ta nhim mit
doi chan vé nha xem sao roi sé liéu.

Bén khoc nire né noi véi Hoang-Ho riing:

— Téi vi nghe cdu qua bwdc chan ra cling trdng
lam nén th€ kia th€ khac, khéng ngo viéc bat nhu
y muoi phan dén tam chin, nay chong Tay vo
Béc, gitta duong dirt ganh tuong-tw... Thoi phéan
toi bay gior con x4 ké chi, chi khdn phat cau gioi
cho cau duge cong thanh danh toai, doan vién sau
cling ¢o6 ngay. -

— Toi thé rédng dira nao phu-bac thi n6 chét
khong kip ngap... N6 cit diau ching lén... Mg
ir& vé ngoai nha, ma & cho yén dé toi di cho khoi
con ay nay! — Mo khéng biét toi thue dit tirng
khic rugt, bat dic di madi phai liéu buoc chan ra,
xa cua xa nha xa cha xa vg, nguwdi ta khong phai
vo tinh nhwr sit da ai ching thwong tam! Nhung
nGi cho phai ra ta sinh sdng ¢ cai doi danh nhau
bing by 6¢ nay, néu khong di cho bi€t do biét day,
0 nha véi me biét ngay nao khén. Con cai su hop

hop ly ly, von la 1€ thudng ta khong nén lay theé

lam dau dén. Kia troi dit cling con bi€n d6i: khi
bach-van, khi thuwong-cau, khi thwong hai, khi tang
dién, nira chi la ki€p nhan-sinh mudn tu-tha voi
nhau lau dai sao dwoc ? Théi 5 chue dong diy mo
cir cam lay doi hom nao ¢o6 tiu nho bac Doi mua
h¢ cho mot cai vé roi ve.

Thi-Phuong bung nghi: nidm muwoi déng bac
mua vé di mit gin ba chuc réi, con hai chuc rai
0 ngoai Bac khong bam biu dwoc vao dau, ha tién

L
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chi trong nita thang la tong hét. HEt 18i sao. Y da |
mudn khéng cdm, nhuwng khong thi lay gi chi do. §f
Nén phdi nhdm mit ma cim I3y vay. |

Con cach mét hom niea thi ldu chay, Hoang-Hé, - §| ¢
Thi-Phuong hai nguoi khéc-1¢e thau dém, néo néi d ¢
no dwong kia, du cua tai éch, ké di nguwoi dgoc  #
beé bén troi, mit trong tay lai cam tay, cyc tram  §f
nghin noi, dan ba bdn lan. .. :

Nguyén-vian-Boi trong thdy noi riing :

— Dai-trwgng-phu bdn bé la nha, ha tat chwa buéde
chanra da thwongthiwrong nhé nhoé, ngudi ta vinuwdc
quén nha kia thi sao? Bae Hoang thue hén qua !

Budi sang du-bi d6 hanh-1y £6i, com nuwde dan
dily. Mot doan dwa tién Hoang-Ho xudng tAu, ti€ng
chic tung nao «thuin phong die lgi», ndo «cong
toai danh thanh» nghe dm dm nbhw séim, Thi-Phuwong
thi dirng twa man tdu, chin hoéi vin-vit nhuw ehi réi
to vo. Luon tay edm khiin « mui soa » thim nuée
mal, ho rao lai wot cang lau cang dan dua chira chan.

Mot lue nghe tiéng chuéng bao tdu gan chay,
Thi-Phugong e¢im tay Hoang-Hé néi riing :

— Toi chie cau thanh tai vé nude. Cai than beéo
bol khong dam phién cdu mai sau !

— Thoi mo vé nghbi ¢d gin vang gitt ngoc cho
hay, cho danh long ké ehan méay bén troi ! ..

Noi chua dirt o1, thi tin da rang chudng leng-
keng keo neo quay chay. Hai nguwdi voi vang tir-
gid, Thi-Phwong budc chan xudng khoi bue thang
vira lén bo, thi tdu lién xich ra, Lue @y nao mii,
nao khin mui soa, phap phdi nhur co lo6ng-codng,
lrang xoa ca trén bo song Khanh-hgi.

https://tieulun.hopto.org
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Thi-Phwong dirng trong tiu chay xa réi, mai tro
vé nha, mady hom, ngay quén in, dém quén ngu,
nghi dén cai burdc duwong tuong-lai ma chan-ngan
cho than, khong bi€t 6ng xanh xoay-van céi than-
‘th& roi ra lam sao ? Nhwng chac phdn hay thi it,
phin d& thi nhiéd, nén cang nghi cang dau, cang
rau cho duyén, cang thwong cho phiu, chiang tuyét-
vong ciing nhu tuyét-vong, co-cudc nay, con bitt
ngong vao daa?

Thoi, ta danh cir theo 1&i chang din, liéu trd lai
nha, vi diu ching dung nita, s&€ budc chan ra, lic
iy khong phai 16i & tai ta, cho toan thuy, toan
chung v&i ngudi ¢ cach xa ngoai nghin muén dém.

Cir xem gwong ngay khi vo chong mai lay nhau,
vira budc d€n cira huyén, con chan rae chin uot,
cu-lon nghiém-khéc qua, noi tran loi-dinh, mang
nhuw tat nwoce, dudi nhur dudi ta. Bay gior n€u khong
khéo ra, cy-lén nguoi vén cd-chip, sailinh vat ¢o
dét eho miy chuc roi ¢ gitta coOng-dwong thi nhue
lam. Khong 1€ con dau di kién b8 chdéng hay sao?
Thoi nhung ma noéi phong xa the, chir ciing chidng
d€n noi ndo, ta cir vé xem sao roi sé liéu...

Cach thir niim sau, Thi-Phuwong dinh di tdu « O-
ré-née» ra Bic, vo chong Nguyén-vin-Doi xuiit
tién lung mua mot cai vé tiu, va dwea xulng gui
giftu mot ngudi lam bién hang tén la Ky-Phong,
cho su an uong khoi phai xach dia di xin tirng bira
nhu trude.

Cai chire-vg ngudi bién hang tiu chi ban-ron luce
hang xudng hang lén, khi dd quay miii chay roi

|
Al
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thi cwre-ky la thong-tha. M3y hém nhan-ha, lan-la
hoi tham dén chuyén gia-dinh, Thi-Phwong khong
diu-di¢m gi ké hét diu cua tai €ch.
Ky- Pnnng noi :
— U'l... Bac vé xem th& nao, n€u mudn vao ddy

buén-ban ¢ nhé thir ndm thi tau nay chay, t6i xin

dwa bac vao khéong mat dong cw@e tiu nao ca.

— Khong dam! Bac cho dn udng thé nay da la
quay-qua lam roi. Ai lai dam phién bac th& ?

— Béac dirng ngai, ctia hiing (du ca, chir 6i c6 mit
gi. Nguwrdri ta moét chuy€n do con nén nghia, vé thay
nira la chuyén tau.

— Vay xin cam on bac! Sau nay thé nao toi ciing
con phai quily-qua bac nhiéu.

— Hang-ho cua cac ba Béc buén-ban vao trong
Nam phdn nhiéu gui téi dem vé cho khoi mit tién
curoe ca dily, ngwoi cung xir-s&¢ ta giop-dd lan
nhau da lam quai gi di€u ay.

— Thuwa tdu nay chay mot thaing mly chuyén ?

— Mot thang ¢o6 hai Lhuyﬁn thir nim nay o Nam
ra Bac, thir ndm sau & Béde vao Nam, con gid s(;rm
trua thi khong nhat-dinh.

Miay hom thaim-thoat tau da dén Haiphong, Thi-
Phuong lén tham chi-em ban c¢ii, h6m sau ra xe-
hoa tro 1én Hanoi, roi dap luon xe vé Binh-lue, 1oi
huyén dwa bire thu cua Hoang-Ho trinh ién cu-lon.
Mo&i thdy mit cu mang pha ddu ngay miy cau :

— D6 meo dang cho digm & dau ?... Con Ong
no dwong lam chii-bal sung-swong nhw lrm vi may

ma no6 bo ca cong in viée lam, di léu-béu nhw ché
mat chu... May chong co, con co, sao lai bo ma

https://tieulun.hopto.o
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di theo trai ? N&u chiéu theo luat Hoang-triéu thi
t6i may phi voi diy thi bé chudi tréi séng khéng
thé nao toan duoec.

N6i roi bén boe tho ra xem trong tho noi ring :

« Con bat-hi€u 1a H6 kinh dang tho nay h&u cha
rdat than yéu ton quy :

~« Nay con vang loi nghiém-huiin hém maoi réi con
« & Saigon da dap tau sang du-hoc bén Phéap, nho
« co hiéu anh Chanh-ky la nguoi lich duyét o Tay
« di lau gioi-thi¢u con cho anh em ban than bén ay
« chiic khéng dén ndi nao khoi nha ra thit nghiép.
« Vay xin cha yén tam, thinh thoang gwri cho con
« mon tién dé thém mua sach vo kéo & bén Ay (dn
« kém lam.

« Sau nay con cho nha .con no6 cam tho vé dav
« xin cha lwgng ca bao dung cho nha con no ¢ nha
« than hon dinh tinh thay dao lam con cha dung
« danh con ké t9i con that la bi&t hdi... H&i lam...
« cha tha thu cho».

Cu huyén xem tho xong, bung ngam nghi réang :

— Con minh né di Tay, c6 dwoc cai bing ong Cur

hay 6ng Nghe v&, thi€u gi con cu Tudn no, con cuAn

kia, ta lam thong-gia v&i thirgng-quan ching thém
virng cai dia ban ma con ta sau nay mudn xoay
xufit chinh cfing mau ding dat béing miy nhirng cau
bach 8¢ phat cong khanh khéng thiy d6 may da
lam nén mau dwoc, toi gi dé cho noé ldy vo thira
nguwol ta. Con nay tuy ¢6 béong dang ma « nhon
quang nhw thuy » khéng xirng ngéi manh-phu deé
sau cang thém luy cho con ta. Théi ching tha ta
ct dem thanh hién ra lam bung xung « bat cao

https://tieulun.hopto.org



LSRR e S
Ty T ok 3 iies Chasits

—
——

& 'p-i!-1 B

106 MO cO PHUONG

Lo e —— —

nhi thi » quy&t khéng eong nhan. Du ai e¢6 ché
ta 180 hua ciing 1r l...

Nghi r6i bén ngénh lai bao Thi-Phuwong riing :

— Con kia! nha tao xwa nay vén nha I& phép,

theo dao thanh hién, khong phai vé liém si nhu
chiing bay, ch6 diém meéo dang ¢ dau ciing vio
lam dau con ta duge ! Va tao la eha me dén, trong
nha con khong ra gi, ra ngoai ma iri ai dwoc ? May
ctr vé van lay véi nha chéng cii, nguoi ta danh ké
chay di, ai danh ké chay lai, dé tao ciing nai giup
cho, tir san dirng ¢6 gitr cai thoi dirng nii no trfmg
nii kia, duwge voi lai doi tién, lam bai hoai ca nén
luan-1v trong nude, chir dirng bao la viée ca-nhan
ma khong ¢6 anh-hwéng gi dén xa-hoi.

Thoi dé mai chii-nhat ta s& dwa vé Hanoi néi voi
ong Phan-bach-Van giup cho...

— Thuwa cha, con vé day 1a theo 1di nha con diin,
nay cha khong nbhan con la dau con trong nha thi
ho Phan ciing vi tat da nhan con la ddu ngay truée.

— Dirng c6 lo xa, mai cir di ra roi sé liéu !

Thi-Phuong da réi lui vao nha trong bung nght
mot minh ring :

— Ong gia nay mudn dudi minh di biing mot
cach ém ai, aun la ta ta thir nghe loi theo xem ¢cu lam
thuyét-khaeh ra sao ? thanh ciing hay khong thanh
roi s€ liéul... -

Qua sang hom sau xe lira & Nam-dinh chay ra
dén ga Binh-Luec, mét 6ng cu gia, ngye deo thé nga
di trwoe, mol ¢6 thi€o-ntr, tay xach va-li theo sau
budc 1én vao ngdi trong hang ba, réi xe huyt coi
chay thang lén ga Hanoi,
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Téi nol goi hai cai xe vé phd hang Ngang, toi
trirée etra hiéu Phan-bach-Van, cu huyén di truoe,
¢6 Phuong theo sau, ong Bach-Van moi vao nha
trong hoi chuyén.

Cu huvén noi :

— Chi kia co phai la chau dau cu trudce khonﬂ ?

— Bam cu-l6n phai a... nhung bay gio eo Ay

la nguwdi dung nwéde 14, khong can-thi¢p gi dén
nha toi ed... Co viée gi ma cu-lon dem €6 4y dén
day ?
- — Téi ¢6 nguwdi ba con nha, buén ban & Saigon,
thity chi ta than-gai mot minh, lénh-dénh dét khach,
hoi ra méi bi€t la chdau dau cu diay, nén dem vé
nuodi, dé giup d¥ viéc nha, coi nom hang ho. 16i
voi cy, vOn quen thude di lai xwa nay, nén nhan
chi ta ra, dé dwa lai gia eu. Thoi, danh ké chay di,
- ai n& danh ké chay lai, cu tha thu cho chi dy lin
nay la lin ddu. Va tré né di hai ba con v&i nhau,
tao-khang chi thé, bit kha bha duong, trong dao
gia-dinh nén dep noi bit-binh la hon ca.

Cu Phan-bach-Van tra loi:

— Cam on cy-lén c6 long thwong, mu&n cho tré
noé lai duge doan-vién nhw cii, nhung con nay no
huw qua, tir nhién vo6 ¢d, ddm bd chong bd con bod
nha bé cua ra di, that gan lién tudng-quan, gai
diu co gai la doi nhw th€? Téi niim nay sdu bay
muei tudi,nghl cdu cac cu xwra noi: gai ba con chua
heét long chong. That bay gio t6i maéi théy ddy.

Thoéi xin dé chong no vé toi s€ khuyén bao chau,
con cai s n6 ¢c6 nghe hay khong, lUl chua dam
chac truoec.
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Cu huyén dirng day céo tir ra di. Mot lic thi A-
CAu vé, trong thdly Thi-Phwong lién vao thing nha
trong hoi nguoi nha : '

— Con miit mo kia & dan ma din vé diy ?

Ngwrdi nha dap :

— Cha 1én hoi cu thi bigt, A-Clu di thing lén
gic, cu Bach-Van bao ngéi ma ring:

— HO6i nady quan huyén Binh-Luc vira dwa con
Phugng dén noéi: vi ¢6 nguwdi nha bnén ban & Sai-
gon gip no dua ra, cir ké n6 da buée chin ra khoi
nha nhuw thé, la nguoi dung nuwoc ld, khéng phéi
ddu con nha ho Phan ta nira. Nhung ly thi thé iy
ma tinh lai th& kia: n6 tuy chdng ra gi, nhung da
hai ba con voi may, thoilanhlam gao, vo lam mfn,
khoi d& thién ha nguwoi ta ché cuwoi, ma san méy
dira con may, nguwdi ta thiy cdi gwong me no, cho
Lo 1@ ai con them hoi? vay chﬁng tha dung thir cho
n6é mot 1in d%u, cho v nudi nirng dan tré ciing la
mot viéc phuc chau a.

— Thua cu ! viée gi chir viée dy chau khéng dam
vang 1o1, la vi lan nay n6 di da vay, lan sau no di
thi sao? Thoéi chidng tha cir phong x4 cho no di
luon cho khoi di cai hoa vé sau la thirgng-sach hon
ca. Cu thuwong day thé chau khong dam vang !

A-CAu noi rdi lién quay tré xudng bao Thi-
Phwong ring :  CE9

— D6 mit mo! .. Bude di dau thi bude ngay di.
Ng6i lam gi cho bén ca nha ong ra day! Quan vo
liem si, ch€t dau thi ch&t, con vac mat veé lam chi
day!.. Thing quyt dau! Lay la chudi dat tay no
ra cho tao...

\
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Thi-Phwong thély cd nha khéng ai néi-niing d&-
din cho minh mét ti€ng gi ca, bén-d@irng day xich
va-li ra thiing tim vao mot ngudi chi em quen, ciing
khong ddm vé véi meva anh & Hang-Dao.

Cach mily hom sau Pao-Tué la nguoi vo c6-ddu
ciia A-Chu nghe tin tim dén choi thim Thi-Phwong,
ké-1& tir khi Thi-Phwong bude chan di, A-Cliu cuoi
thi vé, sau lai say-ddm thi khac, rudng-ray d& bo
Pao-Tué lai tro vé hat & hai mwoi bon gian. Nhurng
ciing suong tinh, chi gap nhirng phuong quan-vien
hat x0, nén cling mudn bai nghiép. xong viao bubn-
ban ¢ Saigon, nhung chua tim dwoe ai quen gioi-
thiéu, Thi-Phwong noi :

— Cir ké trong Ay, con dé kifm biing m¥y ngoai
minh. D61 gudc mua buon ¢6 3 xu ban 2 hao rudi,
thude lao buon ngoai nay khong div 3 hao ban 8
hao mot banh, ché hat mot hao chi duwoe méot lon
con wdoe bing 3, 4 xu & ngoai Bic. Con nhitng hang
khac dai-loat cling nhuw th€ ca. Co mudn vao nay
mai ctr di véi toi, chir mot minh khong quen biét ai,
0 vao khach-san ngay phai tén dén bon dong ca
o ldn dn thi buén-ban gi cho lai !

Dao-Tu¢ nghe noi trong bung mirng thim, nghi
cai nghé buon that-nghiép con lai quan vién nhuw
thé€, thao nao nhirng nguwroi buon to ban 1én ho ra
tau nha tau cira & Hanoi am-am. Vav minh toigi o
xO0m binh-khang lam cdi nghé ban than nuéi miéng
ldy ngay lam dém, dém lam ngay, chi khac bon liu-
xanh khong phai tuéin-1€ hai budi di «lae-xi». Con
ngoai ra ciing lam vo khap ngwoi ta, luc tro vé gia

-
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lai v& anh tiang-tirng-lung cho dén c6-hi. Nén
nguoi ta chotarnghé xwong-ca la nghé hén-mat,
lich trién xwa ciim khéng cho thi-cir lam quan.
Thoi ching tha x€p bo phach-dan, quiy mot ganh
giang-san cai nghiép, vé budén xudi ban nguge.

Bén moi Thi-Phwong vé nha, ngay dit-diu nhan
di mua nao gidy, nao dép, nio gude son, trap giia,
thuoc lao, cheé hat chi ché tdu dén la xudng Hai-
phong. |

Thi-Phwong bung bao da riing :

— Ta & ngoai nay, cling khong ¢é chd nwong
than, ching tha déat ¢6 a4 nay vao, trwde hily ciu
du ldy mi€ng an roi sau ta sé lién.

Hai ngwoi swa-soan hanh-1y vira xong, chiéu thi
tu ciing nhau xu8ng Haiphong, vao ¢ tro mot nha
chi em ban réi ra tim tau « O-ré-ndc» hoi thay ky

- Phong riing :

- — Thwa 6ng! ching to6i c6 bon cdai bé hang
mudn phién guri 6ng, vao Saigon tién cwdc mal
bao nhiéu a? |

— Thwa dwoe! ba cir cho dem xuéng dé & dudi
budng toi thi khéng mit cwde. A, ba di ¢6 vé tau
chura? Khong co dé toi xin voi Cam tiu ludn theé.
Con ba nira, xin etr xudng dwdi nay tau chay roi
lay vé sau ciing dirgc.

— Thwa mai my gio tau chay ?

— D0 nam gio sang, dén 10i ba xudng thi vira.

Noi roi hai nguoi ciing tro 1én, di mua ban thém
nhttng qua banh ldt-viit réi thué phu khiéng 4 cai
b6 xudng trwde, giri gdm dau ddy, con nguoi dén
t0i m&i xudng sau,
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Sang mai tdu chay ra khoi Dé-son, trat-ty da dau
yén day, Ky-Phong hoi Thi-Phuwong ring:

— Hai ba dinh vao buén ban gi ¢ trong ay ?

— Thuwra, chi em chiing téi me&i vao con bd ngd,
dem co it hang viit cho d& tién tdu théi, chir dam
ddu dd goi la buén ban nhu cdc ba gidu «su &
trong dy duoec ».

— r(y cir budn thit-nghiép ma lii quan-vién diy
ba a ? Nay roi cde ba xem, miy chi ban chéo long
ti€t canh véi do cha ¢ trong fy, biit nhat ho ra tau
nha gach & Bic-ky cho ma xem, chir dirng tudng la
buén thing ban met ma khéng lam gidu duoe dau.
Ky-Phong néi roi lai bao riéng véi Thi-Phwong
riing : " ‘

— To6i di xin voi CAm tiu cho ba dwoc cai budng

~ hang ba, xudng dy ma nghi cho khoi say song.

— Théi cAm on 6ng, dé chi em ching toi & trén
nay ciing duoc al

— O trén nay khéng c6 vé, ngwoi ta di kham,
viing téi so 161 thoi.

Thi-Phuwong ra c6 Tué cung xudng, Tué dom bitt
hai nguoi c6 y riéng voi nhau nén cdo tir & trén
de gitr va-li, nhiwong cho minh Thi-Phwong xudng.

Thi-Phwong mét minh theo Ky-Phong xudng
tirng dudi vao mét cai budng hai bén hinh nhw
chong chan mdéi bén ba dot, méi dot vira mot
ngurdi nam, gitra cach 16i di c6 mot ngon den dién,
mot cai gwong soi. K& roi Ky Phong lai dua Thi-
Phuwong ra ngoai, chi néi buéng kia la budng tam,
budng no la chuong tiéu, roi lai tro vio budng.
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Thi-Phwrong hoi :

— Thwa hang nay la hang miy, vao t&i Saigon
miy chuc ?

— Hang nay hang ba moi ngudi sdu chue cd #n
dat gdp doi tién di trén boong kia.

— Théi di hang nay ¢6 nhiéu tay, tau, téi sg lam,
xin cho lén v&i thim noé trén kia.

— Khong hé gi? Budng nay véing chiing ¢6 ai ca,
toi gi lén & trén cho ban thiu!

— O day n&u khong c6 vé nguoi ta di kham thi
lam sao ?

— Bac dirng ngai t6i di xin voi 6ng Cim nhén
bac 1a nguwoi nha, & dudi nay khong ai hoi ca.

— Chuy&n nao di cling quily qua béc th€ nay toi
ldy lam khé nghi qual

— Béacdirng ¢6 quan ngai, ctia tiu ca (6i c6 mit gi.

— Thira lam tdu dem ai di cling khong mit tién

$ao0 ?

— Nhw hang chung toi thinh thoang ¢6 cha me
hay vo con di thi hoi xin voi Cam tau mot suit ho
cling rong cho,con xin nhiéu hay xin luén saoduge.

A ma bac ra chuy&n trude lwdng ¢ nha sao lai
con vao day?

Thi-Phwong nghe hoi d€n chuyén tdm-suwr minh
nét mal buodnr riu néi:

~- N¢i ra cang thém xfiu ho, t6i vé ngoai dy
chfing bé nao vén dwoc bé nao nén lai phai tro
vao ciing la viéc cwre chang da. ..

— Béac tinh th&€ nao chir miy cai bo nay buén
ban sao cho du hai nguoi dntiéu & trong a4y ndi ?
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Cir theo nhuw ¥ riéng t6i, thi bac xem c6 ai tir t& liy
quach nguoi ta dé trong nho ve sau, chir than gai
mot minh lénh dénh dat khach mudn tim vanh am
no kho lam béc a! Khong 1€ doi da & doi ma cho
bac giai, va cai thoi thi€u-nién hay doi trédng thay
den, nay mai 6ng dy reé¢e mot ba dim vé, bac khong
c6 gidly héon tha va chwa cé con cai gi dé lén toa
ma kién phu tinh dwoc ching?

— Tdi cling nghi thé, nhung thay thlén-ha bac
tinh thi nhleu chung tinh thi 1t bigt cung ai ma
tinh cudéc tram nam ?

— Chéng néi dfu gi... Y t6i cling mudn ki€m
moét ngudi dé & Saigon lam dn buén ban, cir mot
cdi cwde thu khong mét la dd lii roi. '

Kia toi chi giup cho ho ma nén gidu c6 ciing
chdan ra diy nira la minh lam cho minh, gia béc
voi toi gip nhau ta noi co d6 buén chung tudng
lam gidu ciing khong may luc.

Thi-Phuwong nghi tham trong bung : ta nay hai
ban tay tring chinh & ngay xir s& nha minh ciing
khé tim duwdong nudi sdng, hudng chi bo vo goc bé
bén troi, n€u khong dem than nuwong tua vao ai
dwoc, lic manh da vay luc y&u thi sao ? Théi chiing
tha da liéu cling phai liéu theo, trong van rui hoic
c6 hoéi may chua biét. .

Va lai di vé ngudi ta dii minh moét cach diic-biét
nhu th&, né long khéng 18 cim léng cho dang...

Bén swong siing danh bao dap riing :

— Béac c6 long thwrong con gi bing.

— N&u bac béing long dirge mdi thang xin dua ba
chuc d¢ chi tiéu, con viéc buén ban sau nay sé tinh
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Thi-Phwong nira mirng nira ngh? budn ténh,
mirng la mirng dwoe chdn dm no khoi sém lo bira
som chiéu lo bita chiéu. Budn la buén minh nguwoi
cira gim budng théu, vi qua nghe ai d€n ndi troi
hoa dat béo, bén tréi goe bé. Cé trai miii nhan thé
mdi bi€t dwong doi la cam bay, nguoi doi lim nbi
X0 xién, cai 80 vo duyén, tuy ¢6 troi ma ciing tai ta,
bi¢t yén phan can gira dén noi! Nao nhitng lue com
trang ca gor, ké hdau nguoi ha, gidu can Nghé, ché man
sen, cai than duong sung swong nhu tién. Bén bay
gio- dem than bo nuwéce non ngudi, biét min ma voi
ai | Hoaingudi ngoc dé Ngau viy, udbng canh ngo cho
Phwgng dau, doi ngudi nhuwr the thoi con gi ntra ma
mong ? Nghi cang riéng gian cho ai dem nguoi diy
xudng giéng khoi, giat con di ho cho, coi nguwoi cling
ra vé ai ngd dau la t6 S&-Khanh.., Lam cho minh
phailénh dénh thanh caidoi khong co mot ti gia-tri.

Ky-Phong thdy Thi-Phwong c6 y nghi ngoi
khong vé twoi cwoi twong ring ché ba chuc bac
it ching ! bén noéi ring :

— Cir ké thang tirng #y, &n xai & Saigon phai tin
tién lam méi da. Nhung t6i lam thang 40 déng bac
lrong dé lai ¢6 10800 xe phao diém thudc thé
cling la ha tién vit rudt ra réi, con vé phin nudi cha
me toi khong c¢6 mot xu nao ca. Vay hily bing long
tieu thé roi sau s€ lai liéu din.

Thi-Phwong tra 1&i réing :

-— Khong phai t6i ché it gi ddu! Vi ngh¥ cai than-
theé caa toi noé lam cho phéi budn rin, khéng biét
bac thwong ¢6 thwong cho tré6t duwge khong, hay
lai nira doi niva doan nhw ai thi cai thwong nhau
ay lai biing mwoi phu nhau,
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— Ngudi ta th® nao ching bi€t, chir nhw toi mot
1o n6i nhar dao chém cdt, ai phu ai xin da ¢6 troi !

Thi-Phwong nghe Ky-Phong quy&t-doan hén-hoi
bung nghi tham ring:

Anh chang nay ngudi tuy it hoe, khong linh-lgi
nhur Hoang-Ho6, nhung xem y thuc-tha khong bd-
lém. Thoéi hiru tai vo hanh ma lam gi?... Bén tro
sdu lam vui, hoi bon lai riing ;

— Vay chwa c6 kim-8c¢ 14y gi chira ai-kiéu ?

Ky-Phong vén khong hoe nho, nghe khong hiéu
Thi-Phuwong noi gi bén hoi :

— Xin tha thue, toi thit hoe tir niim lén ba, bac
noi chir téi nghe nhw chia Tau nghe kén vay.
~ — Khéng, t0i ciing la dét hay noéi chir ddy thoi...
Nghia by gio vo chong ldy nhan chua ¢é nha cira
ngay, thi & vao dau?

— Minh dinh vao & nha ai, thi hdy nén tro tam
mot vai hom roi sé tim nha muwdn. Hodc Khanh-
hoi, hodc Cadu-kho vira ré tién lai vira tau vao di
lai cling tién. | '

Hai ngwdi d8 tAm dda y hop voi nhau réi, Ky-
Phong bén dwa Thi-Phugng gi¢i-thiéu véi anh-em
lam tdu, tir ddy 1 hi-Phwong doi theo tén, nguoi
ta goi la « Co Ky ».

Ngay vui thdm-thodt, ngéin ching ddy gang, quanh
di quin lai, tdu da toi b&n Saigon, di vé 19i ci da
quen, khong con bd-ngd nhuw trude. Co Phuong
voi €0 Tué giri ca hang ho dwéi tdu, hai nguol
xach va-li xuéng thué xe kéo vé nha Nguyén-van-
- Dai bat-ho,
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Xe vira dau xudng truwde cira, vg chong Nguyén-
viin-DOi thay Thi-Phwong lai dat thém mot a nao
theo nira trong bung dd khong bang long bao nho
voi nhau rang :

— Quai, han da vé sao khéng & nha, lai bo vao
day, con dit thém mot cai no nira lam gi the kia?
Nhwung méi vao chan wét chan rao, khong tién noi
ra, cling chao héi mgt cau min ma nuwéde de:

— Kia bac da vao diay w!

Thi-Phwong véi mirng tra 161 riing:

— Bac trai bac gai th€ nao, do nay c6 phét tai
khong ?

- Vang cam on bac! Vo chong nha 161 nho troi
didt cling ki€m dua bat &n... Bac sao khong & ngoai
ay ?

— Vang, toi dinh vao xach goi ban rong theo doi
hai bac day, vi ¢ Hanoi miéng doi nén diu goi
phai bo... |

— Bdc néi nhin minh lam gi, ¢6 doi nao phirgng-
hoang lai di theo dan'ga.

— Con ba nay 1a th€ nao?

— Thuwa, m¢ né ciing mudn vao dé tap doi theo
bu6én-ban day a. |

— Ba ¢6 dem hang gi vao duwoc khong ?

Thi-Tué tra loi :

1— Thua, toi ¢6 dem vao dwge it hang vit con
gri ong Ky o dwoi tdu mai moéi gio lén.

— Trong nay dang khan l&nh Buwdi lam, ba cd
khong ?

— Thwa ba khéng, chi c6 gudc voi thude lac
thoi. Ba vo 0ng Nguyén-vian-Ddi nghi tham :
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—

— Buoén con khi gi?... Hai ngwdi din xéc tir
Hanoi vao dwge miy bé gudc! thé méi goi budn
budn ! ﬁ

Bén vao b&€p lam com nwée bung ra moi hai
ngudi dn udng dau ddy, d€n mai bao Thi-Phuong:

— O day chat chéi qua bac tim nha khac d@
cho tién viéc budén ban. Thwe vo chong nha toi
ciing khéong dam ti€c gi, xin bac ciing dirng phién?

Nguyén-vin-Bdi hoi :

— Béc vé cu huyén bdo sao ma phai tré vo!

— Thuwa, t6i vé thi cu nhit hwdng dudi di, cue
chidng da nén téi mdi phai quay vao, ciing twr bidt
mit dan may diy kho coi ldm. Nhung duwong luc
10 chdn tiung dit, hay xin & nho hai bac hém nay
roi chi em toi s& don di noi khac. Ma can Hoang-
Ho6 tir hom di c6 giri tho tir gi vé tham hai bac
khoéng?

— (o, khi ra d&n Tan-gia-ba c6 gui vé mot cai
tho, mé&i roi 0 Madagascar lai gui vé cai tho nira,
¢o 1€ nay mai mai toi Tay.

— Hom nao bac duwge tho néi dich ¢ dau bac
lam on cho biét, dé toi guri thim cau ay cai tho nhé.

Nguyén vian-B3di noi: — Xin vang.

Chuyén tro dau diy Thi-Phwogng di voi Thi-Tué
vao Cau-kho muwon-dwrge gian nha thang 6$00 bén
vé tir gid v¢r chong Nguyén-vin-Doi xach va-li di, di
sim d0 cin dung réi quay xudng tiu ndéi chuyén
voi Ky-Phong va thué xe dem hai cai bo 1én; Bén
toi Ky-Phong lén b?ay bién dau day, cir ngay xudng
tdu lam hai budi r6i lai vé nha, Thl-l‘u¢ thi don
hang ra ban ¢ Cho Méi,
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M#y hom téu chay, Thi-Phwong mét minh & nha
thay ciing toi, to ecling toi, viit va qua, sau cue
chfing di phai ngay hai bita ra danh com hang o
ngoai tiém, Thi-Tué¢ cling vi chg xa di vé tdn ciing
roi O riéng noi khac, thanh ra nha chi c6 maét
minh Thi-Phwong sém khuya thui thai mét minb,
Ngay thi di day di do, t8i vé ro r6 mét bong mot
dén, canh dai ding ding, buén gém budn ghé!
nghi minh tir h6i cha me dé ra méi lin nay cue-
kho la ldn thi nhit.

(Ngudi ta ¢d thire ldu méi biét dém dai, c6 qua edi
canh kho méi biét cdi sung swéng. Nhu cdi than-
thé c6 Phugng, giwdng-cao chiéu sach, truweéng phi
man che, chi vi ¢6 cdi ca nghe thanh ra lo- bude sa
chdan, than tan ma dai, muén hoi ddu lai da ra
nguwol qud do).

Mot budi 18i kia, Thi-Phwong di choi mat ngoai
ph& b&n thanh th3y vg chdng cip nao cip iy nhu
chim lién canh, nhw hoa lién canh, coi rat cé cai
nhan-sinh lac-tha. Ngim lai minh chidng goa ciing
nhuw goéa, khong tu ciing nhu tu, bong chi€c théan
cO, moOt minh thui thui, Bén vira di vira than tho
lam bam no6i ridng:

— Chém cha cii 88, ching khac gi hoa Miu-don
chi cé sfc khong hwong! nhitng twdng riing phan
dep duyén may, nao ngo dau than tan ma dai,
khong bdng mily a lau xanh, tran cuoi sudt dém,
cudc say diy thang, sdng lam v khip ngudi ta, thé
ma lim ké co tan c¢é tan di hoa ra ba, ciung nhan
nhan bi€t bao nhiéu ma ké. Chao 6i! Chinh chuyén

ch€l cling rama, doi kim-ti€nnay chit «trinh » khong

.{]
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c6 gia-tri! Va lai thay ky nha minh hang thing moi
giip miit vai ngay, ba chuc bac & dit Saigon, chi ¢6
cim hoi nuwoce 1i moi da nuoi sdng. .. thoi, ching
tha than ta, fa phai lo au, liéu k& cach lam thém
ciip vao, toi gi cir chiu deo mii cdi u siu, dd quéa
buwdce con quan gi than nita, nay da mgt lam hai 16,
con lwon bao quan lam diau, nao ta.cd phai vén
ngwoi ddu ddy ma ngai.

Thi-Phweng bung tuy nghi th&, nhwng canh hoa
khong 18 ban rao. Mot hém c6 mot nguoi Bic tuoi
ngoai tam tulin, may rdu nhan nhui, mic 4o sa-tanh,
tay clip cai ciip noi la mot nha buén ban & Cho
Mé&i, vOn trong nha chu-iruong da ¢o6 chi Hiéng,
cung Thi-Phuwong trurée con gio gidng sau ra vang
da, bén mweon ti€ng di rao hang cac tinh, hai nguéi
1én dat nhau di hé&t man Tign-giang, qua man Hau-
giang, lai tro vé Saigon. Tir ddy vé sau, ndo anh
dong gidy, bac ban mii, ong qua bwora lai trong
miy nam troi, biét bao nhiéu tinh tinh ngbia nghia,
a1 a1 an an, than nghin vang khong dang gia mot
dong diéu.

Dém hom vang-vé lwong tam nang ty nhién phat
hién, nghi lai thwong cai than luu lac, canh hoa
dem ban vao thuyén lai buon, thuwong, cho phin,
ngan cho duyén, ciing cai tiéng toc may ring huyén
sao nguwoi 1h€, ma ta th€? U! con duvén ké don
nguoi dura, hét duyén di som vé trua mic lOng.
Roi dén liuc dau bac ring long, minh gia tuoi yéu,
da kia con d6 mo hoi, hong-nhan phai sdng &
doi mai vru? Nén cang nghi lai cang dau, budc
duong twong-lai cang dang ghé dang sg.
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Cach mAy hom sau co tiu Ky-phong vao, Thi-
Phuwong bén bio riing: | :

— T6i mudn vé Bac, nhé minh xin cho suit tiu.

Ky-Phong wng l&i ngay, chuyén tau &y, dwa cho
Thi-Phwong ra Haiphong, d€n noi, 1én & choi véi
moOt ngwoi chi em,rdi hom sau diap xe-hoa lén Hanoi.

Ngay qua thang lai, chdc choc di sau bay ndm
troi, bay gio lai méi thily day, di vé nay nhi¥ng 16i
nay nadm xwa!l Thi-Phwrong xudng xe vé ¢ nha mot
ngwoi quen, hoi thim dén chuyén nha minh thi
ong anh buén thua béan 15, di doi nha dat me vao
trong Pa-lat. CAu Hoang-HO ciing m&i bén Tay vé
két duyén véi mot me Tay gia nao. Trong long nghi
chan nhu com n€p; ngudi gidu cb cii phin nhitu
nghéo hén, nha th&-phiét xwra déu la sa siut. Co6 miy
nim ma cudc doi bi€n doéi rat mau nhw the thue la
khong ai ngor dén.

Nguoi ban noi ring

— Chuyén 8y ciing khoéng la gi, pham lam nén
m&i lau, lam hw thi chéng, cai nghé pha quy hay
sinh kiéu, sau 1& giip may 6ng con, gay vong pha
nha gach thi dén nui kia cling 1& nita la dong tién
¢6é han. |

Thi-Phwong nghe noi tho dai mét tieng ma riing:

— Th€& méi biét & doi muon s bién do0 khong
thuong, dwong 6ng hoa thing, dwong thiing hoa
ong, hé& co chi lam quan c6 gan lam gidu, chéing
cir con vua roi lai lam vua, con 6ng thiy chuia van
quét l1a da. ..

Ciach miy hom sau ngudi ban bao Thi-Phuong
rang :
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— Téi xem bac dAu con xanh, tudi con tré, va
than gai mot minh, trong méy ném linh dinh, nao
Saigon, nao HAai cang ma ciing chdng giip ngudi
tri-ky giri géim cai than sau nay, nay dd quay diu
vé xir-s&, khong 18 lai con di nira. Thoi chang tha
xem noi nao xing dang, ai thwong yéu dén ta lam
ban véi ho, nhuw diia ¢é d6i, lic vui luc budn cé
nhau, chiing hon phong khong vo vd mot minh, khi
lanh manh d& vay, lic dau yéu lam sao?

— 16i ciing ¢6 y @y, nhirng thién-ha bom xo thi
nhi€u, ngwroi hay ¢6 mily,nén chwa bigt tinh lam sao.

Ngwoi ban noi:

-- C6 cau Lwu-qui-Thich sang tong chinh bén
Phap hoi Au-chi®n moi vé, lam nghé cho thué xe
dam tang phat tai lam, v8n nguwoi hao-hiép, cé
vé phong-luu, hom qua dén choi day, thdy bac, hoi
thiim, ¢6 nho 16i danh ti€ng ho, gia bac lam ban véi
ong ay duoc thi that tot doi.

— The nguoi ay c6 vo chua ?

— Nguwdi An-nam ta theo thoi quen, maéi nirt mit
da cudi vo, ai ngoai ba mwoi tudi con goi la trai
tan bao gio? Ma ho c6 ldy minh tét phai yéu-ciiu in
riéng o riéng, lon ra phan lon, téi danh phan toi,
vay c6 hai gi?

— Vay hom néo 6ng &y dé€n bac cho biét, toi
Xem tu-céch éngiy ra sao, réi moi co6 théliéu duoc.

Duwong noi chuyén thi Luwu-qui-Thich vira dén,
Thi-Phwong dirng day vao nha trong, cht nha moi
Qui-Thich ngdi, ghé tai n6i nhé miy ti€ng rdi vao
m&i Lhi-Phwong ra,
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Thi-Phuwong swgng siing danh bao ra chao, Qui-
Thich néi ring:

— Toi c6 nghe ba chi diy néi, cd méi & Saigon
ra, mudn tim ké chung-tinh k&t lam déi ban, tinh
cudc vudng tron vé trdm nim. Nén toi c6 ngd 1oi
tw hi€n, nho ba cha lam bang nhan. Con khong
bi¢t ¥ co th€ nao, dai gwong soi d€n ddu béo cho
ching?

Thi-Phuwgng ngap ngirng ddp ring:

— Em nay nhw con chim bi n4, thdy cdy cong
ma so, chir khong phai riing con kén ca chon canh
gi. Cau ¢6 long thwong yéu dd danh, nhung con
ké lon trong nha, long trén trong xudng biét la ¢o
thurong ? : ;

Qui-Thich néi:

— O't nao la &t ching cay, ghen tuéng v8n tinh
thurong nhi-ntr. Tram diéu cé cir trong vao mot 161,

T6i thué nha cho ¢é & riéng la cing chwr gi nira.

— Nhung téi con s¢g miéng binh khén bit kin, cai
kim trong tui ngay mét 16i ra, dim chua bing miy
lira nong, ¢é thuong yéu dip di€m cling duwoc mot
vai phin, ma néu chang Thuac bé tay, con ong cal
ki€n, bé mom bé miéng bi€t kéu ai bay gio.

— Viéc gi chir viée &y cd khong ciin phai lo, rdi
day toi sé vé thu thue voi nha, the€ nao ciing trong
am ngoai ém. Vi sw dd di nhién, mo cid nha téi
ghong phai nhw thoi nguwoi ta, bé hoa trén canh,
lam cho ré€ thay chia uyén nhuw mu Hoan dau ma
co phai lo ngai.

Mot 1&i dinh woe, hai mit dam tam. Qui-Thich
sang thué nha o tam bén Gia-lam duoc it ngay,
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sau vi c6 mot vién tai mit & dia-phwong fly, vdn
c6 ti€ng mau dé, cwdng gian voi cd su-ni ¢ mot
canh chua gin dédy. Thdy Thi-Phuwong ngudi huwong
troi sic nude, dam nguyét say hoa, mét minh &
tip Iéu gianh, hoi ra méi biét la tiéu-tinh cua Luu-
Qui-Thich, c¢6 y ngép nghé mudn phéng tay trén,
Qui-Thich phai roi vé & Kim-Lién, cach Ha-thanh
do 3, 4 kilométres, vao mdi hang cung ngd hém,
cho mic quin nau 4o vai ldam nghé dan hai hop
hang mi, d& thir xem ¢6 ta ¢6 chiu ndi kh6 hanh
hay khong. Cir tuin-1& lai cho trang diém xu8ng
Trang-Tién vao choi xem cédc nha hang Tay roi
lai vé.

Qui-Thich th#ly Thi-Phwong da tu tinh, chiu an
bin, bén v& ngd loi wom thir y tr trong nha,
triedc coOn noi xa sau moi tha thuwe.

Ba vo ca noi ring:

— Tai trai 18y nim I3y bay, t6i ching cim doan
gi cAu, nhwng xin hoi cau, di gidu c6 bing nha dng
Phan-bach-Van chwa? Tat nhién ciu cling biét la
chwa biing duwge. . . Va lai hai ba con voi chong,
ma bo con di theo trai, lwu lac giang ho lam vo
khap ngwdi ta, nay lai tré vé dit t6 qué cha, lai bAm
ldy cdu, biét dau sau nay, lai ching bam liy nguoi
tha hai cdu ntra. Cai d6 di 4y ai con dam chura
vao nha, lam chi lam em sao duoc?

Qui-Thich thay viéc khong xong, nhung ch ra
bi€ét tinh th& nao, nghi bo thi thuwong ma vuwong
b 104, . .

Nght di ngh¥ lai cling thwong dinh dit nhau sang
Huwong-cang. Sau vi 1¢ chuyén, bi ba ca toém dwgec.
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Thi-Phwong phdi trdn xudng Huwng-yén, vao 6
nho mot canh chua.

Thi-Phwong nwong than trong canh thuyén, nghe
s tung kinh, tiéu niém Phat, chuéng chiéu mo
som, hwong tdi dén khuya, bao nhiéu long trin
niém tue, twoitheo giot nwée canh dwong, tuy mudi
rua chay long, nhuw xa bui hong nhuw gan rirng tia.
Co 1€ tinh-ngé kham pha hong trin, biét sic tire la
khong, bé ai thuyén tinh la gidy oan-nghiét, nghi
ki€p xwa dd vung duwong tu, kiéep nay ching khoi
dén bu moi xudi, ding cay da trai mui doi, nghi
doi phen so rung roi doi phen! Nay da ba muoi
miy tuoi ddu, con duyén dian nita ma mong, dem
than vao chon ctra Khong ciling vira.

Mot hém nang xin voi sur gia, mudn thé phat di
tu, nwrong than cianh Phat. |

Su ba noéi rdng:

— Tu 14 ¢&i' phiie, & day cira Phat efing chiing
hep gi, nhwng s ¢6 con ning ng ma dao, ngudi diu
c6 mudn troi nao dd nghe ? Vi nhan-qua cua ¢o
nhuw th€, con phai trim luan kho hai, it lau day sé
oidi thoat trdn duyén, dugc tu do tu tai, chiing tu
thi ciing nhw tu khéc gi?

Va viéc tu hanh kho ldm cé a! Nhirng s mo bay
gio phdn nhiéu tu ha ed ddy! Chiing qua ho khiu
Phat tam xa, trdn viéc quan di ¢ chua, lam 6 € ca
dao Phat la dao rit cao thuwong siéu viét quang dai
tir bi, khong ¢6 tué-ciin khong thé chirng-qua Bo-
dé dwoc, chir.do dang lai cang toi lim, Ai biét
canh doi la canh kho, nén Phat-TS6 ngai vi chu-
nghia ciru thé, thuong ki€p nhan sinh, bi bdn kho
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«sinh, l8o0, bénh, tir» ba ddc, ba tham «san-si»
hiéu thdu ra thuy&t-phap, ciru-dé ching-sinh, cho
muén canh déu boéi tAm minh tu-tao ra ca, Chi
iinh 1ay tdm, ma-truedong s€ diét, Nhwr co truwdce da
rude ldy gidy oan-nghiét no theo duoi cho dén gia,
mudn g& cho ra ciing con kho.

Thi-Phuwong nghe su-gia di€ém-ngd, biét than
tranh chang khoi tréi. Thoi ciling li€u miit phin
cho réi ngay xanh !

Mot bita kia, c6 6ng Tham Béch lam & toa Sir
Hung-yén vao choi chua, thay Thi-Phwong nguoi
miit hoa da phiin, riing den t6c dai, hoéi do la moi
bi€t 1a ngwoi vi trai duyén phan, buc minh dem
than nwong cidnh bo-de.

Ben hoi do la ba vai-ho o chua ay roi nho danh
ti€ng voi nang.

Mot hom Thi-Phuong xudng dudi tra-phong, ba
vili-gia tru¢e con noi xa x6i riing:

O chua kho-hanh lim, nhuw téi hai ndm muoi
gan ké miéng 16, khong con khong cai, & day su-ba
bo-thi, hot roi hot vai, sdng dn guwi ché€t nim nho,
cho qua ngay thi théi. Chir c6 toi gi, nguwdl con
tré miing, c6 tai c6 sdc, nd hoai than-th&, dem gdm
voc doi 13y nau sOng, thanh phat chira thily dau,
cdi than hiy kho dil

C6é 6ng I'ham hém no, ngudi phong-luu uin-ta,
va lai lam viéc diu phéng toa Sir, danh gia nhat
tinh Hung-yén, ¢6 nho toi ban tin mudn cudi cod
lam tiéu-thi€p. Gia c6 lam ban duwgc voi Ong @y,
cai ti€ng ba Tham, chang hon cai tiéng ba vai u?

Thi-Phuwong tra loi rédng:
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— Cai cdnh chong con toi dd chan nhw eom nép
nat, chi mudn tu-hanh dé danh ki€p sau, hoa co
duyén gi, chir ki€p nay hiin théi gia a |

Ba vai noi: |

— Sw d&i nhw ban cd, hong cudc nay taxoéa bay \|
cudc khac, trim van thua cling ¢6 mét van dwoc, d
khong 1€ van rai lai chang gip h6i may, thit-bai
la me thanh-cong, co hily con tre-trung dirng nén E |
chan doi voi. 't

Thi-Phwong tho dai mot ti€ng roi néi:

— D&1i nguoi khong bigt sdng 1a vui, gia bdo nén
chan hay khéng nén chan? T6i trong bay tam nim
nay, thin phan lac loai, canh bé¢o miit nuwée,lénh-
dénh ddu cling la nha, ngoai ba mwoi ma vin chua
thanh gia-thdt. Nén bt dic di dem thAn nwong
ch&n ctra Khong, con chi th&-suw ma mong nhan-
tinh? Thoi ching tha 18y gié mat gifing thanh két
nghia, mugn hoa ddm dudc tué ngoc lam duyén;
di tu, tu trot qua doi thi théi, Gia oi! Viée gi chir
viée Ay ai c6 bao gia, thi nén mil ni che tai nhé!
kéo sw-gia nguwrdi bidt thi khd ca d6i.

— Ong Tham #y la nguoi hach-dich nhiit & day va
la dan-viét chua nay, sw-cu ta c6 viée gi phai lén
toa Sir thwdng nhé mot tay 6ng 8y giup ca. Va
toi thily ¢o nguodi yéu-diéu, buwe phong-luu, chic
khong thé nao chiu kho-hanh lau duwge, nén dam
ngd 101, néu khoong ddu thué tién ciing chiing buon
ténh, mic a mic anh, ldo cling mfi ni che fai, swai
khong biét. Va lai & day cira phat nao pbai lan
hong ma sir diép tin ong, chiing s¢ Dirc-Ong ngéi
phat xudng muwoi tam tirng dia-nguc, day vao ki¢p
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luan-hdi cho kho than. Song nghi kinh Phat ngai

co day riing: « Mudn cho nhiing ké hitu-tinh déu

thanh quy&n-thude » nén t6i nghi viéc eling ia viée

phiic, ctrn mét nguoi phic diing ha sa, néu o bitl

) liéu som le xa, twrong nén nghe véi-gia nay la phai!
Thi-Phwong thé dai réi dirng day miéng niém:

| Nam-vo ciru-kho ciru-nan Quan-th&-am Bo-tat!...
_P Ong Tham Bach tu hém di choi chia thiy Thi-
' Phuong nguoi sac nwde hwong troi, khong bitt vi
sao ma bong lae loai dé€n'day. C6 nhé¢ ba vii-ho hoi

wém, mudn dem xich-thfing ddi |18y kim-thing roi

tré vé nha, thanh nhw nguoi tvong-te, mit ngo

ngan mit, long ngao ngan long. Thuong ngay quén

an dém quén ngi, thoat ndm thi thodt chiém-bao.

Mot dém kia Tham Béch duong ngt mo mang

noi to tiéng rang: 4

— Thé nao gia ciing ho to6i cho thanh qua-phic
nhé! Cong-dire @y ddu dic chudng to6 twong nio
béing!

Ba vo nghe ré dau duoi biét chong minh ¢6 ngoai-
tinh, thdo nao trong it lau nay ra ngin viao ngo,
xem y doi voi minh co diéu linh-dam, khong dim
thim nhuw xuwa.

Tire thoi mau ghen ndi 1én, mudn goi ngay due
ong chdéng day, té cho mét hoi, song nght lai moi
hé& thi riing lanh, xfu chang chéing ai khen gi minh.
Va ghen nhu th& la ghen tim thuwong.., Mu Hoan
la ai? Ta la ai? Ta ha chiu thuamu Hoan mét minh
ndi tiéng ghen miy trim nifm vé trude hay sao?

Nghi di nghi lai bung bao da riing:
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— Bit dée anh-hting, phai lam cho biét tay ta,
cho nhin ching dwgc nhau, diu c6 két oan cirn
hién hinh 1én ma doi mang la cung chir gi nira !
Thoi ta phai dep cdi tinh hﬁ-lﬁ'q, hay lira nguoi cho
mic viao khuon da...

Cach may hom san vo chong ngéi ung-dung trod
chuyén, mo Tham bdo cau Tham riing :

— Nay ciu a! Cau ngay hai bu6i mic lam viée
quan, t6i mot chdun doi qué, thwong phai di v&, cong
viéc trong nha pho-thac ca cho ddy té, dim toang bo
vai nhw th€ ciing khong dugc. Hay la xem con nha
nao ti-t& chim-chi lam iin, cau cudi 1y mot nguoi
vé dé giap do viée trong nha, tréng nom doan (ré
cho vui ctra vui nha, cé chi ¢6 em chiing tién hon w.

Cau Tham thuc bung, bén dem chuyén Thi-
Phuong ké voi mo Tham ma riing :

— C6 mot co a & trén Hanoi, khong bi€t vi trai
duyén ki€p lam sao tron xudng Hung-yén, nuong
than frong mét canh chua, chi dinh mudn di tu,
nhwng s chwa chiu cho thu-gi¢i. Nguoi 4y xem ra
con nha né-n€p, khac ké tring hoa, va lai ciling cé
tr sic. Gia ldy thi ldy nguwodi fy, con ngoai ra
nhirng d6 #n hai dai nat, 1§y vé cho om ctra om
nha chéng ich gi mo a!

— Theé sao cau khong I3y ngay, d€ lau ngay, 1&
nguoi ta thé-phat réi con noi gi ntra ?

— Chéng d#u gi mo, t6i di nho ba viAi-ho, hoi
wom xem y co ta th€ nao, nhuwng nghe con uée ao
nhitng chuyén thanh tién thanh phat, khong mudn
liy chong ldy con. Téi vi con s¢ mo ghen nén

. cling chwra dam ca-quyét.
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— Vay dam dy chiing ldy thi 18y ddm nao, clu
nghi gio biét lam sao, chir nhé ba v&i-hé thi ho chi
quen md phat, bigt ddu chéan-tich. Théi hém nao
cau va toi dén xem nguoi dy ra sao lai mudn lam
sr-cO mudi rwa kho hanh.

— U duwoc, chi-nhat nay tdi dwa mo di, nhung
m¢ dirng n6i mau ghen thi hong ca viéc!

— Cdau xwa nay di choi boi hat héng c6 thiy t6i
ghen tudng bao gio chwa?.. Téi mudn di voi cau
tririre la 1& Phat sau tham ba vai tré chir viée gi
phai viic véi nha su?

Mot hdm vao ngay nghi 1€ hai vo chdng 6ng Tham
Bach dwa nhau di chua, sw-cu théy c6 quy-ktach
d€n, rat lay lam hoan-nghénb, mo Tham liéc mit
thiiy Thi-Phuwong ngudi nét mit tay c6 vé buén ma
anh-hoa phat-ti€t ra ngodi, rd rang trong ngoc tring
nga, dao-nguyén lac 10i ddu ma dén day, khoéng
trach sao cau Tham nha minh lai chfing ch& mé
ch&t mét.

L& xong, m¢ Tham moét minh 14n la hoéi thdm
Thi-Phwong:

— Thua ba & tinh ndo maoi téi day ?

— Thuwa ching 16i & Hanoi a !

— Ba ciing la ba con véi sw-cu o chua day w?

— Chiing toi ciing la khiach thap-phuwong, qua day
thay dat lanh chim dau, chw khong phai la mau mu
ruot gia gi.

Buo6i moilaling nén mo Tham eling khéng muén
hoi ciing canh ngon,bén tir-biét gid swr gidl canh ra vé,

— Ngudi dy cling ¢6 vé con ngudi, nghi tai nén
trong ma tinh nén thwong, cau cir lay co ta vé
nung khin stra toi, trweée bau ha céu, sau d& din
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t6i cho trong nha cé6 chi ¢6 em, vudn thém hoa
ciing 1A mot viee vui tha trong gia-d nh.

Viy cau diurng ngai ring: them ngudi cang
thém om tdi, gai nay diu vung chiing hay suy, cling
ching phdi d&n néi nhuw ai vi ghen tudng lam cho
gia-dinh tan ndt dé bia mi¢ng thé¢ cuoi. Nguwoi ta
c6 dong ké dudi mai la nguoi trén.

Cau Tham nghe m¢ Tham ndéi mirug no buong
gan, nhu {én th pham tha cho tring an, chiing ngay
hghi n&o 14 khong dé€n chia nhw nguwol &n phai
bua meé, n€u khéng thady mdt Thi-Phuong thi én
khéong ngoin, ngu kliong yén giac.

Thi-Phwong vi tuc-ean clhiwa tinh, khéng chiu
duoc khd-hanh, thily quan Tham bong giang ciing
co tinh deo dai. Bung nghi: su-cu ngai xem nhan-
qua c6 day ring: ki€p con niing ng ma dao, nén
khong chiu cho tllu -gioi, hay phat (rol dun dui chio
gip cau Tham nay, hofc-gia h&t van kién den hoi
may cling chua bigt chung.

\lot hém 6ng Tham tinh c& bit giip Thi- Phlm'nﬂ
tuwol rau & ddng sau vuron, beén lang-lo den gﬁn
hoi rdng:

— Tiéu dau ma sw-¢d phai tiedi rao ?

Thi-Phiong eti ddu dap ring:

— Thira ngai, hitu than hiru khd 1a cail€ thuwong.

— To6i vi yéu hoa nén phai tim hoa. Co nhuw khom
lan moc & hang sdu, chfing uéng cai mui hwong
vitong-gia ! t6i gi ma khd-hanh twong rwa lam sai
viii & chila e¢ho gidy voc ngoe, cho hur ma hong?

PDoi nguoi sdng duwge miy gang, sung swong tue
la phat tién, cd ¢héng thily ngwoi dn ngay ¢ hién
ci lién bdt toai chan van ra day.
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— Toi vinhan qua d& dang, chwranira doi nguoi
dd n€m trai bi€t bao nhiéu mui cay dang. Hay ki€p
xwa co toi gi, xudng trdn ma gia ng di cho roi.
Nén byc minh dem than nwong cira bo-dé, ki€p
sau may co thogt-ly dwrge nhitng su éo le phién
nao chiang?..

— Dao Phat ¢6t tu tAm dudng tinh, ha phii cw
khd-hanh ma thanh dao dwgc uw? Cho nén tuc-ngit
ta d3 ¢6 cAu:« Thir nhét thi tu tai gia, thir nhi tu
cho, thir ba tu chia». Vdy cach tu ha phai mot
duwong, gd md khua chudng, sém kinh t6i ké moi
la tu dau. |

Chéing tha ¢4 mudn tu, v& tu tai-gia véi téi con
d ‘oc mau thanh qu phiic, tdi gi khd nhuc & chén
thuyén-gia, roi chét cling ra ma, vay chéng thiét
cai doi xudn-xanh kia 1dm?

Thi-Phuwgng tra hai hang 18 ma rdng:

— Cai ki€p lay ch6ong chung bat-hanh lam than
I8 mon ¢6 khac ¢hi con & chii nha. Chéng qua chi
co cal danh xwng la « Di thir» ma théi...

— Khong, nha téi hién lanh nhw but, khdng
phai su-tir nhw ai, va dén thiing nhd con nhai ciing
khong hé noi to tiéng, né€u c6 khong tin, mai toi
s¢ cho m¢ no6 nha téi dén, c6 nghe cdu chuyén
xem ¢6 phai thye tha nhe d€m khong?
Thi-Phwgng cui ddu nght ngei mdt hoi laun, rdi
L adap
— Vang, ngai ¢6 s& ciu, xin moi cd ba Tham
dfn, ,n€u ngoai ém lrong am, trén thuan duoi hoa,
cho gidy sdn duwoe nhé gée mai. Chista cai 1€ cling
chuia, t6i s€ gid suw gid canh theo v€ stra tii ndng
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| khiin, l&n ra phanlén, t6i danh phantéi.. Vi toi da
J 16 mot lam hai nhw chim so na, thily cAy cong ma
ghe, nay con lai virdng lai to kia miy lin,

— Toi day ha phai bde roi nhu ai, néi r6i, roi
lai &n loi nhue khong dau, ¢6 yéu nhau trim diéu
xin ctr trong vao mt toila da, dirng ngai gi ca.

Noi roi, Tham Bach (ir-bié¢t lui vé va diin lai rﬁng:

— Mai t0i s& biao cd mo Tham nha téi dén dé
hai bén néi chuyén v&i nhau réi ¢d xem c¢o phai la
su-tir dat ddy khong?

Tham Bach veé roi, Thi-Phurong mét minh ngdm
nght: | |

U'! P& mai nghe xem giong lu®i mo Tham nay ra
sao, néu wng lam chi lam em, lén ra phén lon,
nim muoi hai thang con co dai tieu nira khong.
Nhung chi s¢ bé ngoai thon-'hot néi cuoi, ma
trong nham-hiém gi¢t nguwoi khong dao, cai long
sau doc nhu the ciing khén mo kim & day beé duge.
Budi chiéu hém sau, hai vo chéng cdu Tham
cung dat nhau dén, trudce vao bach voi su-cu, sau
moi Thi-Phwrong ra phong khach.
| — Mo Tham noi:
i — Hém riim méi réi, téi nhan 1én 1€ Phat, tinh-
k co duge ti€p cd trong choc nhat, long riéng riéng
' nhirng kinh yéu, khong ngo dan (roi phat xui nén,
trong hoi-ngd nhu ¢6 chuyén vin, ma quan Tham
| nha t6i lai diroe cung ¢d6 ndi nghia Phan-Trin,
, hiru duvén thién ly ng¢. Toi vi viée nha ciing don-
n triet, n€u duoc co giup do mot lay cang nhu gam
théu hoa. C' r téi khong phai nhw thér ngu'oi la,
ghen tuéng lam cho cira nha mat sg vui vé, vay cé
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dirng ngai, Nga-hoang, NG-anh xua hai gai ciing lay
mot chong.

Thi-Phuong miit dd birng birng, ngap ngirng
dap ring:

— Téi lia eira lia nha xu8ng day la nwéc la cdi,
vao nhd su-cu mudi dwa chay long, chi mudn
nuong than trong chdn ctra Khong, con tudong
chen chan vao chdé bui h6ng ma chi...

— Tu ciing ba bay dudng tu, phét iai tam, ta tu
tAm kién tinh cling c6 thé thanh phal duge. Vay cur
gi 0 chila moi la tu? Va toi nghe suw-cq day ngai
no6i s6 co6 con phai qua mot lin do, ddu mudn tron
tranh, troi phat chic cling ch:ﬁng cho nao. Chibang

- v€ lam ban véi quan Tham nha toi, hai gai ta tho

chung moét nguoi quan-tw, 1& khi chi ngd da co
em nung... '

Thi-Phuwong né long khéng 18 cim long, bén tra
1oi ring : -

— Néu ba ¢6 long thwong dén c¢6 n6i hoa hén,
chit than béo bot dim phién nai sau. Vay xin noi
vOi su-cu day mot ti€ng, roi stra cai 1é ta Phat, thoi
bay gi¢r t6i s€ xin gifi sw giii canh, vé hiu ha liu-
trang cting khéng mudn.

— Viéc 8y xin th€ nao cling phai cé, ta nén moi
su-cu, bach trude dé ngai bay, mai dwoe ngay hoang-
dao xin dung huong hoa ngii cing dé don co va.

Mot cudce su-cy xudng, moi ngudi déu dirng day
chao: |

— M6 phat!.. Lay Phat lay t6, lay su-cu a!

— Chadam!.. Moi quan lon ba lén ngéi. ..

M¢ Tham noi:

# 37
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— Bach sw-cu!.. Cé Phwong nha 161 day nhé
dirgc su-cu bao-dung ¢ dn inay loc phat, that
phic die qual ”

Nay t6i mudn rude c¢o iy vé lam chi lam em, xin
cy tir-bi hi-xa thit la phiac dang ha sa..,

Su-cu noi ;

Mo phat! Thién tai!l.. thi¢n-tail... Ba lon cu
hoi ¢o dy co biéing long, lio-ling la ké xudl-gia,
viée &y dam dau can-thiép!

— Bach su-cu! Thuwa chiung toi dia néi voi cd
chau roi, nén maéi dam bach sur-cu dayal.. i

Mot loi di dinh tam-giao, hai vo chong quan
Tham beén tu-bi¢t sw-cu va Thi-Phugng 16i cung
nhau lén xe vé nha.

Su-cu tré vao phong nghi ndm ngdm nghi:

— S0 ki€p chi chang nay chi vi mét chir « tinh»
ma minh budc liy minh,con tim dén ch&t vincon
virong to. Gdm sao con nguwdi dn noéi ngot ngao
thé, ma trong long toan nhirng dao gim. ThE moi
bi€t «tdi doc phu-nhan tam». Mo phat! Cau xin
troi phéat phu-ho dé-tri cho Thi-Phuong.

Cach may hom sau, mg Tham lén chha dwa ciing
hai chuc bac dé mua diu huwong 1é phat, Thi-Phugng
ra xup lay su-cu hai lay roéi tir gid, cing m¢ Tham ra
khoi son-mén, mot xe trong ¢di hdng-tran nhu bay.

Duéi nha métiée doan-vién, moi da mit anhem
than béntoa Str. Buong lic nga nga chén cie, mo
Tham dwa Thi-Phwongrachao, nhac trong aiciing
twong Tién-nir ha-pham, Hiing-nga 'ai-thé, déu tim-
tic khen lham quan Tham c6 hong-loan chitu-
méuh, lwong cao hau dep, cdi di€m-phuc doi nguoi
nhu th&, ban may rau hé dé mily ai hon.

https://tieulun.hof
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Tiéc roéi ai nfy ra vé, quan Tham bi say ludt co
bo, hai ba vo ngdi danh chén ngidt nguong voi
nhau di di, toi toi, trong canh gia-dinh rat c6 mét
thi vui néng nan vo han. .

Hom sau mo Tham vé thim nha, cAu Tham cé
Phwong, bily ldu méi dwoc mot ngay, chiu di lam
vé com nude doan, cau lan la héi thim d&€n gia-the
[hi-Phwong.

Thi-Phuwong 18y vat 40 lau mit ma tra 1&i rdng:

— Viéc triim nim cii k&chi bav gio ? tdi nira doi
co khd, chi duwge mét hai lie bé, 18y chong hang
Ngang, la sung swéng it lau. Con ra nav Hai-cang.
mai Saigon, thin-th& twa hd canh béo & trén miit
nudce, lénh-dénh dau cling la nha, néi racang thém
dau don ! Sau vé k€t duyén voi Luu-quy-Thich,cling
twdng la rdng may giip hoi, chdng ngo gip tay vo
ca phii-phang, lam cho chia uyén ré thuy, nén bt
dédc df phdaidem than di ¢ chua. Thicilingtoan nwong
cira bo-dé, muon thuyén bat-nha vuot qua séng mé
bé khé | Hay dau 88 con ning no, chang tron duwong
tu, nira chirng lai phai ha son, ching hay sau nay
hét tudn bi-cure dén ngay thai-lai hay chwa ciing
khong dam chac.

Cau Tham noi:

Xwa nay nhan-dinh thing-thién, co6 ta day ciling
chang con c¢ gi, nay di vui chir vu-quy, vui nay
con lwong sdu kia lam gi cho thém ban?

Noiroi ben nhin mit Thi-Phuweng ma hoi diia ring:

— Nguoi thé kia ma di tu ching hoai lim! Sao
trol phat khong dun dii mo o chua Héa hay chia
Lién colé mau déc dao lam?

https://tieulun.hopto.or
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—~ Tai lam sao the€ ciu?

— Nghe mily chua Ay cé nhiéu vi sw tu hanh dic
dao lam chir sao.

Thi.Phuwong nghl ra moi biét 1a néi diéu minh,
ben dap vao vai cau Tham vira cuwdi vira noi ring:

— (Cau phai gi6 nay... khong so sau chétisa dia-
nguc, quy dirng va miéng quy ngoi bé riing hay sao
ma bang b6 chdng tir ai ca ?

— Ba ngo dira nao né bang-bd mo ? Téi khi
duong tong-sw trén phu Théng-sir nghe may canh
chua 4y da noi danh ¢ Ha-thanh nén mdi hoi diy
chir thoi, da lot vao diy lam sao con dén dugce tay
toi. Theé mai bi€t troi phat con dé danh riéng cho
ke co tinh diy mo a.

Mot bén trai tai mét bén gai sfic ndi mirng con
bi€t ldy gi cho can? Tham thoat thang lai ngay qua,
vira dwge hon moét thang, thi cau Tham co gidly
doi l1én Thwong-du, Lai-chdu la xir rirng thiéng
nwoe doc, cau Tham ban voi mg Tham ca réng :

Duong di nhirng thac cung ngudén, nhirng Thd
cung Man, khong thuan ti¢n dweoc nhw dudi Trung-
chau. Hay mg hdy vé tam tru qué nha vai thang,
toi 1én xem phong-vi ra sao, cé tho vé, by gio sé
dé-hué mot doan thé-nhi cung bdc ca dai-don lén.
Vav mo nghi th€ nao ?

Mo Tham ca noi:

— Céu moét minh lén c¢hd rirng xanh nii d6 khi
lanh manh di vAy, luc tré& nang trai gio, Iy ai hau
ha com nwoe thuSe thang? Ching tha dé cho di
Tham hai né theo lén, cé6 nguoi som Khuya tré
chuvén, cho d& con budn, & chdé qué nguoi dit
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khach la nwrée la non chdng hon w? Vay nén d& cho
di Tham né6 di theo v&i cau, {6i chd c6 tho vé sé
ngwoc lén sau, the€ la nhit-cir ludng-tién ca.

Mo Tham néi roéi, nganh lai hoi Thi-Phuong:

— Toi thi tinh thé, di ngh¥ th& nao?

Thi-Phwong tra loi réing :

— Thuwra, t6i phan gai chir tong, chi day sao xin
ving thé. |

~ Vay ta nén du-bi sdn d6 hanh-ly, cho giay trén
phtt Théng-sir giri xudng la phai di ngay, cou do-
dac cir miic toi & day, roi sé don vé qué nha khong
muon.

Miy hém sau cdu Tham ti€p dwoe gidy ddi, bén
xe hom-xiéng ra b&n ddé Tan-dé, mo Tham ca va
anh em trong s& tién chan ra tan bén do, cho tan
Nam té&i thing v& Hanoi. Bira sau dap tau khac 1én
Cho-bo, réi sang thuyén déc-moc lén Lai-chau.

Dwdong di hai bén thi nui, o gitra thi song, chim
kéwr viron hot, nwoe sudi kéu quanh ké ngoi, liu-16
miy anh Tho diy sao, tirdng minh nhu 6ng Pham-
Lii chd nang Tay-Thi di ngao-du cai canh Ngii-ho,

Thi-Phwgng nhin xem phong-canh riat lay lam
vui mat, cwoi noéi véi cau Tham réing:

— Toi da tirng ra bé nay lai 18n rirng, moét giai
Dong-duwong th€ la da cing Nam cuc Bac.

— CO6-nhdn noi:«Bi mdt ngay dang hoc duwoc
sang khén» néu cir ru-ra ¢ x6 b€p nhuw con gai
cim-cung con biét dau tinh-trang trong xi-hoi,
canh-tri clia giang-son, khong phai et di la bo cira
nha lang nwoce, xa thdn-thich anh em ma cho 1a
hu-hoang ding-tir dau!
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— Khong, nghia la téi noi cadi than-the téi tir khi
goc beé bén troi, khi rirng-xanh nai-dé, 6ng tao-vat
tréu nguoi nghi thuc lam cai-éo-le vé-han. :

Buong di khuat-khic ruot dé, da moce 16-x6 tai
meo, hét thac nay qua thac kbae, dirng ghénh no
trong ghénh kia, nirge xuéi thuyén newee giong-gia
ngot mot thang troi mai dén Lai-chauw, tinh dy tuy
son-lam ma nhw thanh-thi, rdo nguoi Kinh, nguoi
Méo, nao nguwoi Muong, nguwoi Khach, ké budn
nguwdi ban, eling la mot thuong-trwong lon ¢ man
Thuong-du, viéc cai-tri thi quan binh coi ca viée
chinh va viée hinh. Thé-san nao ché man, nao edinh-
ki€n, sa-nhan, cti-ndu, mdc nhi, cdce lii thuwdrng budn
vé ban dudi Trung-chau, ma phén nhiéu ciing tay
Khéach-tri liing-doan muoi phin dén tam chin.

Téi noi 1én ¢ nha cdng cua nha-nuwde, reou men
la, thit pai rirng, phong-vi son-lam la miéng, cling
lim mi€ng ngon ma ciing nhiéu canh thu. .

Cau Tham lén dén noi, noi d4n so lam d3 yén
dinh dau diy, bén viét tho vé nha cho mg Tham
ca, ké nhitng no6i di duwong, ta cai tha son-lam rat
la lam-ly, loi loi gdm théu, hang hang chau ngoc.

Trong it lau thi m¢ Tham ca nguoge lén thim
chong, nghia cii tinh xwa, dudong xa dam théng,
ké lam sao xi€t mudn van ai-an.

Mot hom Thi-Phuwong duvong lr-durng bong nghe
trong minh ruot néong nhw lira, khéng hi€éu vi
duyén-cd lam sao, trirde con ngoi yén trong nha,
sau ra la-ba ngoai pho,nguwoi thi cho lalam-chwéong,
ké thicho la ma-muwong ma chang bita ndo nghiém,

_chiing thude nao wa, dwge-sw ngan noéi, lao-quan

khon chiéu.
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Lic cudi cwdi noi noéi, lic khoe khée than than.
Co lie trin-trudng xé toang ca quian 4o, cé lue

Khach, dén 6ng lang.Tay, théi ba-nang nay, lai
thdy-mo khae, ciing déu ‘thic-thu vé-céch khong
hi¢t xoay cach nao.

Sau gidn mién c6 mo6t thiy Mudng, tinh béi-toan,
biét thudc-men, Tham-Bach cho nguoi moi dén.

- Nguwéi Mudong xem roi néi réng:

Bénh nay bi ngai, mudn giai phai tim ngudi bude,
néu qua bach-nhat thi thay tréi ciing chiu bo tay.
Cau Tham ciing khong bi€t nghi cho ai la thu-
pham ddu-déc, ma mo Tham thi cho la déng-cot

quang-xién, thdy béi noi mo, thanh ra mot cai

nghi-an.
Mo Tham ca vao bao ciu Tham ring:
— Xem bénh-tinh di n6 ngay mot ning lén, &

day di kho thuSc-men lai thémn mit thé-di¢n. Au

la cho ngu¢i dua vé Trung-chdau, hoa may co gip
thay giip thude gi ching.

Cau Tham nghe loi, nhan ¢o thuvén tai xuoi, bén
giri Thi-Pougng di dap vé Cho bo va dua cho
muoi lam dong bac, din vao nam (inh-dudng ¢
nbha thuong Hanoi.

Thi- Phuuu;, tuy mé ciing ¢o hoi tinh, nghi cue
trdm nghin noi, ¢o lic l]”dl di hoi lau maoi tinh
lai. Nghi: vo nao ciing la v, ma bac tinh nhuw dn-
x0i 0-thi. Oi! canh hoa khi con sic con hwong,
nung-niu chdng quan, Ap-hén ching roi. Nay hoa
rung ai nhin? Hoa tAn ai chuéng? Hoa sao hoa
khéo doa-diy mdy hoal... -

nhw ri 4m, néi nham chuyén am-ty. H¢t éng lang
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Thoi bi€t than nay ra noéng-ndi thé, truwée chiing
tha cir nwog ewa Bo-dé, mai hodc-1é thanh-dam
ma ngon, khéng phién-nfo, lai tu-do tu-tai. Buong
doi la cam bay, nguoi doi rit dao-dién, ta (ir lac
bwoe, buoe ra, budce tién-dau da bat-lgi, chuan-
chuyén mai voi tinh ma chang cai dai nao gidng
cai dai nao.

Illl-Phu':;rng tinh rdi, lai mé, hét cuf:rl, lai khoc,
miy nguwdi chan-sdo mudn dwa lén bo trong hang
da cho khoi 6m tai. May c6 nguwoi lai thuyén tur-
tam khong nghe, méng r?mg

— Nha chiing bay dirge miy hot phuc-dire, & day
duong xa dim thang, rirng ram non cao, n& dem
mang ngwoi dua dung cho cop, khdng so troi chu

- dat diét chung bay chét al

Ching nghe bac lai noi, ai nay déu da da nghe
loi, vi the Thi-Phuwong diroc ung-dung vé dén
Cho-bo, sang tdau thuy xudi Viét-tri.

Di duong, Thi-Phugng bung nghi: giang-son ¢6

15 dong bac, n€u vao nam nha thwong & hang 12800
thi chi m¢t thang la nhin. Ching tha vé Gia-lam,

¢6 ba lang & cling xom voi ta xwa, chdng con mit
som, ba chi nho vé cao-dan hoan-tan ma da phong-
luu trong lic canh gia.

Nghi réi, bén 1én xe-lfrg vé Gia-lam. Téi noi, ba
lang gia voi mirng m&i don vao trong, von-va hoi
rang:

— Pa gdn mot nim nay khéng dugc gip co,

L] o 5 M " " &
twong c¢6 sang o Hanoi cwa cao nha rong, chang

con nhé dén lio nira. Ai ngo hom nay rong dén -

nha tom!.. Ma sao nguwoi lai xanh nhu rau thé€?
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Thi-Phwong tra loi rdng:

—- Trong bdy idn nay téi nhirng bén-nam tAu-bie,
miit phong-trdn niang sam man nau. Nhwr cu kiép
triroc khong bi€t tulam sao, tré vé gia lai duge tiéu-

- rao khoai-lac, lam nghé ban thude d¢-th€ ciru-uhan.

Toi, cai ki€p hong-nhan, that da-truan Jam cu a.
Tir khi cau Luwu-quy-Thich dem vé & Kim-lién, vi
ba cd qua ghen, nén com chéng lanh, canh ching
ngon,phai bo xudéng Heng-yén, di dem than nuwong-
nau ctra-thuyeén, ciing tedong con duyén diu nira ma
mong, ai ngd lai chen chdn vao chdn bui-héng lin
nira. Ngwoi lam ban véi téil bay gio day, hién lam
Tham-bién tai toa Str Heng-yén, mai réi bo 1én Lai-
chau, ba vo ca & nha cho t6i theo di lam ban. Md&i
chira diy mot thang, thi ba vo ca da lén. Cach do
hon tudn 1&, khéng biét visao,chéch-léch tai dau, toi
tw nhién phatra chirng dién, chiing thude nao dam,
chéing buia nao khoi. Puong lic bénh-trung, dem 10i
xudng thuyén tai cho vé Cho-bo, dua hon chuc bac,
din vé nam diéu-tri o nha-thwong. Mot minh t6i
than gai dam-trueong, cutinh nguwoi thé mé dn o bac-
tinh thé day! Nén toi vao day nho cu thudce-thang
chita-chay ho cho, con than xin sé dén-bu vé sau.

Cau Tham, tir ngay Thi-Phwong xudi vé, tiu-
nghiu nhw meéo mat tai, ndm dem thuong vit tay
lén tran, tho dai ma nghi:

— La, con nguoi thé ay ma bénh la th&€ kia?

*Ti€cminh khoog co tai nha trinh-tham raa kham
pha dugc ra. Hay co hiém-tha gi voi ai ma nguoi
ta nhoi-chai? Hay di cham bong cham via cac ba,
cac ¢6?.. hhon nbhung y khong o wit long ai, ma
cling khong di ra d€n ngoai,

- i
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Naht di nght lai, ¢é6 ¥ ho nghi cho vo ¢, holicvl .

e cii ghen nham - hiém, ma bé bilasmé ba-dot gi
5 c fing? Nou kliong theé sao may hom y Ién, cach it

lAu, Thi-Phwong khono Om khong dau twu-nhién

-_
]

sinh ra ro-dai. Ma chi a etr miic minh chita-chay,
cr ho-httog nhr khong. .. U ma may c6 18 thue.
Kia thién-ha, nhirng doa di rong-rai, hat nghéu- T

IF%' - I ngao, ho®ra deu la cai ghen-tudng vo tri-thire, ma
_i bo bua, bo thude cho nguwoimitca tri-giac, dam ra |

dién-rd. Oi! Gid-toan that! Nhdn-tdm that!

Céi twong ba vo minh, mat Lhit moc ngang, da
nl | tudc-b , ngoai tuy thon-thot noi cwol, ma lrong
¥ nham-hiém gi¢t nowoi khong dao. Vay viéc nay vi
E* tat da khony phaido y tw tac-nghiét ral.. Aulata gia
: cach ngti mé, lam-nbam néi nhu gifie mong, dé do-
la y-U11r ra sao? Dan ba tuy th€ ma phéu-phao, dem
; chuyén ma-quy muwon lay thin-quyén, chang cin
|; : khio-da, ty-nhién eting pha! tha xung. Vay ta phai
bat chude cnwy Bao-céng tra cdi 4n nay moira duge,
- Hom sau cau Tham gia lam cao 6m, xin phép
nghi may hom, bo com khong én, xoa girng vao
mit cho do hoe lén, noi quang noi xién nhw ngudi
ma am. BPém niim miéng noi lam-nhim, nhu hén
Thi-Phuwong vé bat dén mang, néi ring:

— Théng long lang, da tha kia! ta voi mi ki€p
tredre khong odn, ki€p nay khong thi, bo tay nd dé
¢ho vo Hoan-thw nha mi né giét ta, Nay ta da xin
dirc Diéni-vrong vé bat song mi trwoe, réi dén
vo mi sau, cung dé€ xudng dudi am-cung doi-kién.

Cau I'ham noird lén mot tieng roi nin hoi khong
tho. Ba Yo so hoang-hoél, lay ldy lay dé ma rdng: »

]
.
o
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Thoéi, lay vong-hon di, sdng khén, chét thiéng,
téi vi qua gheﬁ irot dai, nay mai xin sé lap dan
huyét-ho gidi-oan cét-doan cho di dwoe siéu-thoat.

CauTham ving day lam nhu bo lén d8ng mé riing:

— Sat-nhan gid-tir. Mi mu8n dem cic hinh-nhan
dan I1ong phdt gidy ma thuc-ménh duwoe a! DPiu
duoi sao mi phai ké thwe ra, may ta ¢6 thé dang-
thit cho nha mi dwoe. Chir lap dan-trang té-ds,
chirng dira dc, cing ma khoi ¢h@t duwoc sao !

Mo Tham miéng khin, tay vai ma rang :

— Téi vi hay xem chuyén Kiéun, rit yéu nang
Hoan-thwr tdm-co khong kém Khong-Minh Gia-Cat,
Mot hom cdu Tham nha t6i niim dém ngii mé noi

W ] . i - a i i ar = . A FEN
lam-nham nho ba vii-l o lam moi di cho cau Tham -

toi. Vi the téi noi mau ghen, mudn bit chuoc
nhitng mwu gian-doc trong cac chiuyen trinh-tham
tieu-thuyé€t, lam cai k& nhan-bat-tri, quv-bét-giac,
chi mo6t minh biét ma thoi.

Lai vira giip dip cau Tham bo lén Lai-chau, o vé
man Thwong-du, nguwoi Muwong, Man hay co phép
nhoi-chai, giét nguoi khéng ai biét. Nén nhuwoug
di di truwde, réi toi lén sau, trong khi di duwong co
ré vao ldy ngai cua m¢t ong thay Mo, ciing tudng
lam cho di héa dd, hoa dai cho ha cai ghen, khong
ngo qua tay ma dén chét nguwoi. Nay suw dé roi, thoi
t0i céin rom, c¢én rac trdm lay nghin lay vong-hdn
di danh chit « dai-xa » cho toi ngwoi trin mat thit,
ldm c¢o, 10i co!

Caun Tham nghe doan, mau u#it noi 1én, duong
ngoi ngd gue ngay xudng, htt hdn, hi via mai moi
tinh,

.y
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- Thi-Phuwong tir khi v& & Gia-lam, ba lang gia
twrong bénh ngd nwée, cho udng hét thude tan,
thudc vién, d€n thudc 14, thudc lav, ma bénh vin
moéi ngay moét ting... Bén dwa vao nha thuwong
Bao-ho, khai la & Lai-chdau vé&. Ba v8n nguwoi lir-
thién, dwa ca cai s tién Thi-Phwong gtri muoi hai
ddng, déong cho nha-thwong, bénh co lue giam, ¢o
lic tdng. Sau ba phai bo tién lung, xin cho xudng
nim hang sau dong. RGi tir ddy ba mic hai thude
phuong xa, khong di lai thiim nom luén duoec.

Qua moét thang, khéng ai dong tién nira, nha-

thirong bén chuyén-giao sang phong lam phiic, Thi-
Phuong vl ufit-irc, nén bénh Jai cang niing lén.
Nghl cai tb&n minh khéng khac gi mot con nha-

~ thd, séng lam vo khip nguoi ta, hai thay chét

xudng lam ma khong chdng. Nao nguwdi phuong-
chaloan-chung, Nao nguwdi tich-iuc tham-héng la ai?

Mot hom tu-nhién ra lén mot ti€ng kéu : Oi
thidu-nién!... Oi thi€u-nién!. ..

Mdy ngudi khan-hé nghe ti€ng chay vao, thiy
mau miéng trao ra, hai méi con mép-mdy, nghe
hinh nhw oan-hin bon thi€u-nién.

Duwoce mot lae thi tit nghi, bén dwa xudng nha-
xac, l1¢ nha-thwong thuwong dé 24 gio. Qua sang

hom sau, c¢6 Lwu-quy-Thich bong & dau dén, vao

nhan-dién roi xin phép ra chon cit ¢ ngoai.

2 Mot c6 xe kéo mot cai quan-tai, khong co aidua,

ma ciing khong co ai khoéc, di im-ling nhur ngam

tdm, tir trong nha thwong xuéng den Bach-mai,

a1 nily ciing ngdm ngui, thwong thay cho cai thay

vo-chi. Oi! doi ngurdi thoi thé la xong moét doi !
HET
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