eVan: Nuruddin Farah (sinh 1945), nha van ngugi Somalia, mot trong nhitng nha van
chéu Phi dugc biét dén nhiéu nhat trén thé€ gidi hién nay. Bi chinh quyén doc tai Somalia
c8m toan bd tac phdm va ha Iénh xUr t&r vao ndm 1974, 6ng phai chay sang My, giang
day dai hoc tai My, D, Italia, Nigeria, Sudan va An D6. M&i dé€n ndm 1996 dng mdi vé

nudc Ian dau tién sau 22 nam luu vong. Hién nay 6ng dinh cu tai Nam Phi.

Chu @& trung tdm trong tdc phdm cla éng la su giai phéng phu nit 8 nudc Somalia hau
thudc dia, ma theo &ng la tién dé cta tu do chinh tri va tu do ca nhan. Phan 18n ti€u

luén, ti€u thuyét, truyén ngdn, kich sdn khau va kich ban phim cta 6ng dugc viét bédng
tiéng Anh, nhung 8ng con dich truyén thigu nhi tir tiéng Arép, Italia, Phap va Anh sang

ti€ng me dé Somali.

Tac phdm chinh: T mét cdi xuong sudn vén (tam dich, From a Crooked Rib, 1970), Cdy
kim tran trui (A Naked Needle, 1976), Bién tdu trén chu dé mét nén doc tai chau Phi
(Variations on the Theme of an African Dictatorship, 1980-1983), Mau trong mat trdi
(Blood in the Sun, 1986-1999). Farah nhan giai thudng van chudgng qudc té uy tin

Neudstadt nam 1998.

Bai dudi day clia Ron Charles, bién tap sach cho t& Ngudi hudng dan Khoa hoc Co dbc
gido (Christian Science Monitor), diém tiu thuyé&t mé&i nhat cua Nuruddin Farah, Nhitng

mdi lién hé (Links), NXB Riverhead, 6/2004.

Mé cung thit hin & Somalia (Vé cudn tiéu thuyét méi ciia
Nuruddin Farah)

Mic dit hau hét nguwoi My khong biét quéc gia Somalia nam ¢ dau
trén ban do, nhung ho dé_u ¢6 chung mét hinh dung vé dit nuéc
chau Phi nay, do 12 thi thé triy trua cia mdt linh biét kich My bi
ngudi din Somalia kéo 1é trén dwong pho thi d6 Mogadishu.

Nude My da dén day vao cudi nim 1992 trong mot st ménh nhan dao goi la
Van hoi hy vong (Restore Hope). Mudi sau thang sau, sau khi ném trai sy
nhuc nha cay déng va mot bai hoc méi vé nhitng ric rbi cla sy can thi€p,

nguodi My da rut khoi noi day.

Mark Bowden viét vé tran chién truc thing v6 danh tai Mogadishu nao do6
trong cudn sach bestseller ciia minh, cudn Diéu hdu gdy canh (Black Hawk
Down), cudn sach da lot vao dén vong chung két giai Sach Qudc gia cua My
nam 1999. Hai nim sau, cudn tiéu thuyét duoc Hollywood dan dung thanh

phim, dugc nhidu ngudi wa thich.
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Nay ta ¢c6 mot cach luan giai rat khac vé cudc xung dot do, tir nha tiéu thuyét
ngudi Somalia Nuruddin Farah. Trong khi cach tiép can kiéu bao chi ciia
Bowden cb ging thdo g& nhiing ric rdi lién quan dén Mogadishu thi ti¢u
thuyét méi ctia Farah c6 tén Nhitng moi lién hé (Links) nhdm vao viéc truyén
dat mot cam giac vé sy nhap nhang khong thé hiéu ndi cua thanh phd nay. Va
trong khi by phim, véi phan thiét ké am thanh doat giai Oscar, ném ngudi
Xem vao ngay giita canh ac liét cia chién truong thi Farah day ching ta vao
lan suong mu ctia nhitng khi lién minh ngdm ngim va nhiing gia tri mau
thuan. Cach tiép can d6 bao ham nhiing rui ro dang ké, dic biét 1a ddi véi
nguoi My, vbn chi mubn réng sach cua ho, ciling nhu sy can thi€p quén sy
cua ho, duoc dinh nghia tron tru voi nhitng chién luoc thoat than rd rang,
nhung & day Farah ddi thoai véi mot cong ching qudc té [chir khong riéng gi

nguoi My].

Nhitng méi lién hé (Links) ké v& mot nguoi Somalia tén 1a Jeebleh tro vé qué
huong sau 20 nam luu vong & My. Mogadishu lwu gitr rat it ky niém d& chiu
d6i v6i 6ng: nhitng nam cudi cing ¢ thanh phd nay, 6ng da séng trong tu.
Ong xem duoc sy kién ngudi My can thiép vao dit nuéc minh trén tivi trong
khi dang sdng cudc sdng sung tic véi gia dinh & New York, sau d6 6ng nhan
duogc thu bao tin me mat. Dang 18 6ng da khong trd v&, nhung khi mot tai xé
taxi ngudi Somalia & New York gan nhu chet phai 6ng, sy mia mai ctia vu
thoat chét trong gang tac d6 da thoi thiic 6ng vé tham lai dit nudc qué huong
bi gidng xé boi chién tranh, “mét manh dat ma ma quy khong bao gid dimg
tay”.

Ong di dén nhan thirc tron ven rang “chéc chic rang & cip do hiru thiic, 6ng
khong hé chuan bi day du cho nhitng cu sdc dang chd doi minh”. Puong lac
con chua quyét dinh 1am gi, trong khi 6ng goi gém hanh 1y, mot nhém thanh
nién vii trang phong xe qua, dat cugc rdi ban vao nhimg ngudi méi dén, giét

chét mot cau bé 10 tudi.

Nhung diéu cuén hat Farah trong cudn tiéu thuyét nay khong han 1a ndi kinh
hoang trudc nhimg hanh dong bao luc bira bii dé, cai cau thanh birc xa nén
ctia cudc sdng & Mogadishu, ma 1a hau qua tm 1y ctia viéc phai song trong
su hdn loan. Farah viét: “Ngo vuc 1a trat ty cia thoi dai ngay nay; moi ngudi
luén nghi ngd ngudi khac.” D6i véi nhitng ngudi méc ket & mot noi nhu vay,
hé 1a mdt cam giac lo au bat dinh thuong tryc; Farah cho réng diéu d6 thim

chi con to1 t€ hon ca luat 1€ cua ké doc tai tan bao.

Jeebleh tim ra nguoi ban cii 1a bac si Bile, m0t nha hoa binh chu nghia, diéu
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hanh mot nha tinh thuong c6 tén 1a Chén dn ndu (The Refuge), mot noi an
nau gitta mot thanh phd bi gidng x¢é gitra cac phe tham chién. Chau gai ciia
Bile, mot thiéu nir v6i than thai huyén bi toat ra vé thanh binh va “mot guong
mit cé xua nhu r& cay baobap (1), vira méi mét tich va Bile nghi ngudi anh
em ciing me khéc cha x4u xa clia minh da bat coc né. Jeebleh quyét dinh tyr
minh di tim ¢6 gai, nhung dng nhanh chéng phat hién ra rang, gidng nhu moi
thir khac trén dat nudc nay, sy mat tich ciia co gai that ra ching phai 1a mat

tich du c6 vé nhu vay.

Nhirng ich loi cong ddng va gia dinh & Mogadishu da bi nguoi ta gianh giat
khién cho khong thé phén tach cai c6 tinh chinh tri ra khoi cai ¢6 tinh chit ca
nhan. Jeebleh nhan ra ré“lng, su hdn loan trén duong phé phan anh sy 1oi loan
trong gia dinh, dén luot né lai phan chiéu vao xa hoi véi nhirg anh huéng

tham chi con chét ngudi hon. Khong phai ngu nhién, tir trong tiéng Somali
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dung d& chi “ndi chién” dich sat ra tiéng Anh 1a “giét ban than”. i v6i
Jeebleh, van theo thoi quen suy nghi han 1am, diéu d6 goi cho ong ndi suy tu
trién mién vé chirc ning chia tach hay bao gdp cta cac dai tir: nhing dai tir
“chung ta” hodc “ho” hodc ting cudng tinh thong nhét trong bo toc hodc bién

nguoi khac thanh quy dir.

Trong khi Jeebleh di tim chau gai ctia ngudi ban, nghia 1a mao hiém theo
dudi nhitng hinh bong ky bi va liéu mang din siu vao nhiing con dudng la
1am, Farah chuyén giong trin thuat thanh mot loai ac mong vdi cai cam giac
chao ddo gitia sy quen thudc va su bién d6i vo thuong, y mubn thoa hiép, va
cam giac nan long rang thong tin chu yéu ¢ ngay dau day thoi nhung khong
thé nao nim bat dugc. Thuc vay, dé tham nhép vao tac phém, chung ta phai
tr¢ thanh mot cai gi do6 giéng nhu nhan vat Jeebleh, (trc 1a) kim nén lai nhu
cau ly giai, va ty rat vao mot ddm may u am ciia nhitng goi ¥ va ndi so hi,

mot manh dat vira ro rang vira vo dang vo hinh.

bay 1a mdt dia hat hoi triru tugng, hoi si€u thyc, noi ma mot vai nguoi tung
doat giai Nobel thuong lui t6i, do 1a cac nha van nhu Singer, Marquez va
Saramago, va khong phai ngau nhién ma Farah duogc dua vao trong nhom cla
ho. Ong d dat giai thuong qudc té Neustadt nim 1998, va sy thanh thao 5
ngoai ngit ciing nhu quang doi sdng & chau Phi, My, chau Au va An D¢ da
dem lai cho tac phdm ctia 6ng mot pham tinh huyén thoai ngay cé khi cau

chuyén néi dén mot khong gian va thoi gian cu thé nhu thé.

Mot phan hiéu qua d6 bat ngudn tir su yéu thich cua ong ddi v6i van hoc dan

gian, tuc ngir, cach ngdn va hinh thai tu tir gdy an twong cta chiu Phi. Chang
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han, Jeebleh thay “nhiing vi sao rai rac nhu nhiing hat ngd ném vao gitra
cudc tranh gianh tham lam giita hai 4 ga mai dang gay gé nhau”. Khi 6ng lo
léng, “ndi tang cua 6ng so6i 1én vai than tuyén td ciia mot con rudi chan dai @
dang bo ra khoi mot cai hang sdu mot mét”. Va sau khi Bile ké cau chuyén
budn vé nhirng kho khin cta gia dinh minh, “nét mit éng nhuém mau u 4m

hon ca tam vai ngam nudc qua dém.”

B Gidng nhu nhirg mo ta la ling va hién nhién mot cach la ling do,

toan bd cau chuyén nay vira xa la vira quen thudc, mot cudgc tham hiém
day am anh cia noi khao khat muon giap do va cai gia phai tra kém theo khi

lam nhu vay.

Farah cho rang ¥ mudn can thiép [vao chuyén ngudi khac] khong phai 1a c6
hai, ngu ngdc, hay 1a dic san riéng cua ngudi My. Nhung khi Jeebleh dung
1én véi quyét dinh chinh dang la dén than vao cudc xung dot, ong da hoc
duogc cai bai hoc cay déng cua ngudi My khi ¢b ging “lam nguoi tét mot
cach chu déo tan tuy & mot thanh phd noi ma moi ngudi vira nguy hai vira c6

A2

mau sat nhan”. Nhu Emily Dickinson 4 da nhéan xét mot cach cham biém:
“Success in Circuit lies” ). D& chién d4u véi ké thu mo hd nay, Jeebleh cudi
cung nhén ra rang 6ng phai chién dau ciing v6i nhitng quan hé nhap nhing
ay, phai thay d6i nhirng nguyén tic ciia minh va thudng xuyén di nguoc lai
ban chit ciia minh mot cach khong thé nao doan trude. Bile noi véi ong:
“Chéng ai séng & mot dit nudc ma ndi chién dang dién ra ac 1iét lai dugc cho

la ngay tho vo tdi ca”.

Gan cudi cudc hanh trinh, Jeebleh nghi ring cau chuyén ciia 6ng da bi qua
dan dét vao “su phic tap kiéu Dante ) ciia nhiing céu chuyén ctia ngudi
khac dén ndi khong con phuc vu ndi bt ¢t “su khai sang vé dao duc va
chinh tri” ndo, nhung 6ng da lam.

Ngoc Thanh dich

Nguon: Christian Science Monitor, 13/4/2004
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