Ryu Murakami

Koen

~ Truyén ngan th( hai trong tuyén tap "Topaz - Hoang Ngoc" xuét‘ ban nam 1988, dwgc dich tlr nguyén tac
tieng Nhat "Kéen" trong ban bé tii do nha Kadogawa Bunké tai ban lan th&r 38, thang 10 nam 2000.
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~ Khach san 1a mét trong nhirng bin-dinh siéu-cao-tang khu Nishi-Shinjuku, h6 boi nam trén tang cao
nhat.

T6i 1a hoa si. Da c6 co duyén vé hinh minh hoa cho t& r&i quang cao cta khach san, va ban tranh khac a-xit
cho ho trieng bay trong 22 can phong danh cho khach quen, t6i den day boi 16i moi tuan hai, ba lan.

H boi nhd, chiéu dai chi 15 thuéc, dwoc cai khong déng 6n, cd 18 vi gia dat, 8 ngan Yen ! cho khach ngoai
dén viéng; va vira boi vira ngam dwoc canh dd thj tir d6 cao 33 tang trén mat dat ciing thu vi.

T6i dén boi ltc ndo cling khodng sau trwa ngay thwong, hdu nhw chang cé khach nao khac. Thinh thoang
thdy cé dam dan 6ng da trédng. Nhan vién phi hanh clia hang hang khong Y Alitalia d4y. Phi hanh doan nén Ia
didu tt nhién rdi, nhung qua that ngudi Y ma néi dwoc tiéng Anh trdi chdy nhw ho ciing hiém. Téi cé lan da
ngl v&i mot ngudi trong dam 4y. La dan 6ng hé La-tinh ma lai ngan ngai la thwdng, anh ta da day téi boi
bwédm, va & quan &n trong khach san, da cuing &n mén Bongole, thir spaghetti d& ec dén mirc ndy thi & Y, cé
cho ché né ciing chdng thém, anh ta vira néi vira cwdi 16N, trong gidng nhw tai t& Jean Maria Volonte. Toi
dam ra yéu nét cuwdi y ma theo vé phong anh ta.

Ngay tuyét roi. Trong phong-tdm-hoi nhiét-do-thdp bén canh hé boi, c6 ga dan 6ng nho ngudi goi chuyén voi
t6i. Nhat Ban bay gio giau cé qua nhi?, ga dan 6ng dang ngéi 6m gdi trong géc phong tam hoi néi thé. Téi chi
w hir dap lai.

"Cé thwong dén day khong?"

Phong tdm hoi day khong khi than can. Tuy c6 mac 4o tam, nhung nhirng phan da thit 16 16 (a tran nhirng
mo hoi nén trong phong tam hoi, long canh-gi¢i han la m& nhat di. C& hai, ba lan moi tuan, t6i dap, vira dua
tay ré toc vuot 1én.

"Téi ol twdng la ddng ngudi Idm chir, nhung that tréng quéa nhi".

"Téi dén day khoang mét nam nay, mua,néy thi khach khong bao nhiéu". Toi noi. "Hb boi trong nha, theo 1€
thi luc nao khéng boi ngoai tréi dwoe han phai dong nguwdi, theé ma khong phai, tuy mua hé thi tat nhién la
déng khach lam".

G4 dan 6ng trong da dé tron lang. Khong cé vé 1a ngwdi 1am lung gi. Khodng nira ddu cuia tudi ba muoi, chac
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la nhé hon t6i hai, ba tudi gi day.

"Tréng thé nay thi thich qua, cd 18 t6i s& dén day hoai".
"Thé anh van boi & noi nao khac day a?"

Nghe t6i héi thé, anh ta gat dau.

"Twéng twong 1a cé nhiéu cd gai tré & day chi".

"Thé a? Tai sao?"

"Nghe noi thé".

"Tw ai?"

"Tor mot cb gai tré déy".

Trén vai ga dan 6ng dong mét hat mo héi tron. Mat téi hét ngam hat mo hai ay lai ngdm nhirng hat nwéc truot
roi xuong tir than hinh anh ta.

Ra khdi phong tdm hoi, ga dan éng boi sai mét hoi 500 thwéc. Dang boi khong dep nhwng manh mé. Han 1a
da tap & bién.

"Anh boi gidi qua".
Hai nguwdi ngdi canh nhau & quay nwéc bén hé boi, ubng sira pha dira.
"T6i boi thd bao qua, phai khong?"

Anh ta bao c6 hau-ban-mang-ca-vat-bwém cho rou rum vao coc siva pha dira, nhung co ay tir chdi. Quay
nwdc nay khdéng ban rwou.

"Nay, anh sinh trwdng & ving bién, phai khong nao?"

T6i phd khan tdm Ién bung. Bung dwoi cda toi so véi dan ba ciing Itva tudi thi khong dén ndi sé xuéng, nhung
du thé, cling khong con la than thé con gai mwdi tam niva roi. "Tlr mot cd gai tré", [&i anh ta ndi van con dong
lai trong tai toi.

"Dao Shikoku day".

Ga dan 6ng than thé to chac, nhung bung dwdi co hoi nhiéu m&. T6i nght khéng phai vi thé xac suy yéu ma
vi d&i song phong dang.

"Téi la hoa si, chuyén vé tranh khac".

"T6i c6 tranh khac trén da cia Rouaux”.

"Anh thich tranh a?"

"Ciing thich, nhwng chang phai khéng cé khéng dwoc. Tranh Rouaux |a do vo tdi mua day".
"Thé chij 4y thich tranh ch?"

"C6 vé Rouaux thi thich".

C6 thém hai gia dinh vao ho boi. Hai ba me va hai dira con, tiéng cwdi hét cla tyi nhé chang thich hop voi
sira pha dira, hay tuyét dang roi bén ngoai khung kinh day ctra sé. That phién tai qua.

"Toi twdng anh doc than chi".
"Dang ly than day".
"Ché&c la toi da héi chuyén khéng nén hdi r6i?"
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"Co sao dau".

bwra be trai co 5 tudi chéi voi roi chim [im trong lic hai ba me quén trong chirng. Ngwoi canh gac mac
nguyén quan 4o thé thao nhay um xubng, lam chung toi giat minh nhin theo. Lan dau tién t6i thdy canh tré
con suyt chét dubi. C6 |18 cau bé _dang vung vay quo’ quang hét strc minh day, nhwng dwdi mat nwéc nén hau
nhw chéng thay gi. Ma ciing chang nghe tiéng gi c&. Chi cé bot nwéc ndi 1én, nhwng day 1a chuyén thudng
tinh trong hd boi, chang c6 gi dac biét. Cau bé dwoc vot 1én, vira khoc toang 1én vira oc phun nwéc ra.

G4 dan 6ng ho hivng ngdm quang canh 4y, rdi mai t6i di an.

"Don gian la rdng sau day thoia".
G4 dan 6ng bat dau cau chuyén. Lic sép can chai vang thir nhét.

"Lac nao nhi? Co I1€ khoang hai nam trwac day, dang nhai keo cao su thi mi,éng dém nhw cuc tdy ma nha si
da nhét vao 16 rang sau ay bj rot ra. Toi doan la nha si da lam cau tha qua day. Tuy chang dau don gi, nhung
luc an, thrc an lai vwéng mac vao. Rat la khé chiu”.

Chung t6i ngdi trong quan an duwéi hdm cltia khach san, &n cac moén thit chim rieng thich hop véi dém tuyét
roi. Téi goi mon ga rirng, anh ta goi mon chim két.

"Lai phai lay Iwdi ra, tim cach nay miéng do an méac vao rang dy ra, ma ludi 1a th ky diéu lam nhé, ra vao 16
rang sau, lai tao nén hinh anh trong n&o minh; cé la nghé si, han la ranh chuyén hinh twong ay, cé giai thich
nhuw thé nao vé chuyén nay?"

"Lu®i 4? Lwdi tao nén hinh anh trong ndo ngudi ta 4? Chuyén nay thi tdi khéng hiéu méay".

M6t phan vi d& ngdm men rwou vang, lGc 4y thi t6i khong ly gidi dwoc quan hé ky bi gitra lwdi va 16 hdng
trong rang sau cla anh ta.

"Thé thi, xin noi tr mét goc do khac vay. T sy kién cai I nay, t6i da thir tim hiéu thém. Ky e 1a hinh anh,
c6 phai thé khéng nao?"

"Thé a?"

"Chéng han, mwoi nam trude day, c6 nhirng ban nhac Pop thinh hanh ma bay gio minh van con nho. Ban gi
nhia a, lay vi du la ban Hotel California ciia ban Eagles cling dwoc, ctr nghe nhitng tiéng ghi-ta dao dau cua
ban ay thi minh thay cudn cuén Ién nhirng nhé& nhung hoai niéma"

"Th&i ma ban Hotel California thinh hanh thi t6i da chia tay véi ban trai".

"Thi d4y. Néu chi la am thanh don thuan, thi chi c6 cdm giac nhé tiéc ma thdi, thé nhwng am thanh thé nao
cling goi Ién hinh anh nira. Nghe lai ban nhac da nghe quen mw&i nam trwdc, minh twéng twong lai nhirng
hinh &nh d3 trai qua vao thoi ay. Thé mui thi sao nao? T6i thi hé nglri thdy mui nwéc hoa Joy, 1ap tirc twdng
twong ra hinh anh cia mét cé gai ngay trwdc. Co cé nhw thé khéng?"

"T6i cling thé".

Qué dung thé that. Tai thi ghét mui nwéc hoa Aramis. B&i long tw trong da bi cha dap bdi mét tén dan 6ng
xrc nwdc hoa Aramis. Ma dang tire 1a han lai 1a ké dau tién da lam cho than thé t6i phan ng. Toi khéng bao
gi®& gap lai han nira. Mui nwéc hoa Aramis khién t6i nhé lai tén dan 6ng &y ma canh giac dbi véi tat ca dan
ong trwdc mat minh.

"O' My, ngwdi ta da xong phan thi nghiém, chuyén sang giai doan khai phat mét loai may gitp con ngudi thé
nghiém dwgc moi thir. Noi cwe ky don gian thi ky (rc, bao trum ca hinh anh, am thanh, mui, vi, nhiét déa la
mot thir vat chat ngl yén & mét khu vuc trong bd ndo. Thi nghiém da bat dau tir viéc dao xdi vat chat 4y lén.
Kich thich bang ludng dién 16i dwoc ky (rc 18n, va tai hién trwdc mat nhw dang xem chiéu phim vay. Chi can
tim cho dung vi tri ky trc dang yén ng la dwoc. T day, chuyén hip dan thém lén vi tAt cd moi nguwdi tham
gia thi nghiém &y, khéng chira mét ngudi ndo, déu dan dan thdy dwoc ca nhirng hinh anh ma ho tuyét dbi
chwa hé thay 1an nao trong doi".
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"Nhwng ma, thoi bay gior, phim anh, TV tran lan ra day, lai con sach bao niva,a".

"Chinh thé nén ban thuwc hién méi chon ngudi thi nghiém tir nhirng dan da dé séng trong viing bao ho & phia
tay bac nuwéc My, dan Eskimo & Alaska, hodac dan Indio trén cao nguyén Mexico day chi. Ho t luc sinh ra
da song trong nhirng vung bao hé biét 1ap thé roi, chwa hé bwdc ra ngoai mét bude; phim anh, TV chwa he
xem da danh, ma ca chi viét cling khéng doc dwoc niva. Vay ma nhirng ngudi nhu thé da bat dau ke chuyén
ranh ré ve xtr Ai Cap, vung Amazon, hay nhirng su kién chi co thé nghi duoc la da xay ra dau tredce thoi dai
bang ha, hay chuyén khing long trong thoi dai Jurassic, hay chuyén Nhat Ban thoi Trung Co; nhirng chuyén
tuyét doi khong thé co trong tri nhé cua ho dwoc".

"Chuyén nghe ghé qua".

"Ky di that, phai khong?"

"Sao thé nhi?"

"Nguy&n nhan thi chwa ai biét 1a gi ca".

"Phai chang la ky e cla kiép trwdc gi day?"

"Cau chuyén van con dai, nhwng chuyén nhu thé ndy, cé c6 chan khéng?"

"Khéng, hap dan I&m chi!"

C6 & vi nghe chuyén anh ta k&, t6i &n mén xup ba-ba mui that manh 4y xong bét chot nhirng hinh anh khiéu
duc hién Ién trong tri, khdng lam sao xo6a di dworc.

"Kich thich vao vi tri nao trong néo thi phat sinh, dwoc loai hin,h &nh nao; nhirng dir kién 4y du’o’c,méy tinh thu
tap va phan tich; nghe dau nguwoi ta da dat den mure co thé giup cho ngwoi thi nghiém cd thé thé nghiém
dwoc moi chuyén nhw y muon day".

"Nghia la thé nao?"

"Vi du nhw nguoi tan tat badm sinh, sinh ra da hong tay séng, chi ndm mot chd chang di dau dugc ca. Vay
ma, chi can kich thich bd ndo bang dién thi ngudi ay the nghiém dwgc moi thir trén doi nay. Ngay ca nhirng
nguoi-thire-vat khdng con cir dong dugc nira, cling co thé c6 kha nang twong tw nhw thé. Boi trong nhirng
song n&o thu duoc tr nhirng nguoi-thire-vat ay, da thay co loai song néo cho biét ho dang nam mong. Do do,
c6 kha nang kich thich cho nhirng nguwoi-thwe-vat ay thé nghiém dwoc moi thir trén doi. Khéng chi hinh anh,
ma ca am thanh va mui vi, cling thé nghiém dwoc nira".

"Thé Iu®i thi sao? Ludi cla anh ay".

"Lwdi toi cling tac dong twong tw nhw loai may kich thich néo tao ra gidc méng co dd ca am thanh, mui vi va
nhiét do ay. Boi thé ma cho dén khi biét dwgc la & My ¢ loai thi nghiém nhw the, t6i d&@ hoang mang dén
twdng phat dién Ién dwoc day".

"Thé Iw®i anh da lam gi nao?"

"Lw®i t6i ra tim & 16 rang sau, thi hinh anh dan dan hién Ién trong ndo. Tuy theo thir gi vidng mac vao trong
I6 rang sau ma thay da th hinh twgng khac nhau".

"Th&y ca cac cd gai nira a?"

"Khi miéng trirng ga vrdng mac vao day thi thay hinh anh cac c6 gai. Thé nhwng trirng ca hay caviar vuong
mac vao thi lai khac. Chuyén co vé ky di, nhung c6 luc t6i da dong tinh dén xuat tinh khi thay nhirng hinh anh
ay".

Thit ga rivng nwéng va nuwéc x6t mau nau dam thoang thodng mui mau va gan chim rirng.

"Che ti, toi van chwa hiéu lwdi anh ra lam sao ca"

"Vay thi, xin ké kinh nghiém gan day cla tdi, nhwng maa cé nén ké khéng nhi?"

"Sao thé?"
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"B&i chuyén cé phan tho tuc day".

C6 sao dau, toi dap. Chai vang the hai ciing da gan can. Mén khai vj atisé va cua tao cdm giac nang nang ky
di trén mat va trong bung toi. Rudt cua mém nhiin, hach sinh thwc cua mau vang nhon nhot kich thich dau
lw&i téi bang vi dang déng, hoa chung véi reQu vang trong miéng, khong tan chay di, ma lai cbn cao tai sinh
thanh mét thir sinh vat nao khac. Sinh vat 4y hat 1y chat soi ndng dac nhw siva cla atisd, pha thém 16p da
bé trong vé ba-ba ma hinh thanh. Rdi nha ra thir nwéc nhén dinh, veon nhivng chan ph 16ng mang li ti, c
thé hang van chan cé dbt 4y bo rao ruc trong bung téi. T6i bi chi phéi hoan toan bdi thi sinh vat ay.

"Dang luc t6i &n trirng nhim bién day. Hom &y, cung ban dong s& dén quan sushi gan s& lam, t6i nhon 1ay
miéng sushi trieng nhim bién. Nghe dau da bat 1én tir bo bién phia tay cla dao Hokkaido, thir nhim bién
chinh hiéu, thit san chac lam".

"Thé rdi trirng 4y vwdng mac vao réng sau day chi gi?"

"Dung thé. Cam thay kho chiu nén téi ra lwdi vao 16 rang sau Ay dinh day ra. Thinh linh, trwéc hét la nghe cé
tiéng gi ky la 1dm. Nghe nhw gi6 thdi nhe thodng qua cay to lam tit c& dam |4 lao xao 1én cling mét luc. Hodc
la hang triéu con trung li ti clr ddng cuing luc ma phat ra tiéng rao rao, hodc hang triéu nguoi dang cb nén
giong ma cuoi that nhé cling luc thanh tiéng lao xao nhw thé. Am thanh &y lam I&ch khung nhin treéc mét.
Téi hét hoang dui mét. Thay mét trai va mat phai nhw dang nhin hai vat khac h&n nhau. D& léch cang luc
cang tang, khoang trong gitra hai vat 4y cang luc .cang no rong ra, va cudn hut t6i vao trong. Cam giac glong
nhw minh dang boi & bién, thinh linh bi ngon triéu cudn hut vao vay. T6i hoang hét hét 1én thanh tleng vé
sau, ban be cho biét la da sirng sbt vi tiéng hét qua I&n cua t6i. Lac ay, khung nhin trwdc mat da léch han di
den ndi hién 1&n canh dwong phd t6i chwa tirng thay bao gi®. R6i mui md hdi, mui phan suc vat phoi khd dudi
nang chang chang, con hém hep dong nghet ngudi qua lai nhon nhip; toi hiéu ngay la xém ban cuing nao day
¢ vung Bong Nam A. T6i budc di trong phd 4y. Co 18 la vung Nam An Do. Tat nhién la toi chwa bao gio dat
chan dén day ca. Tré con tran trudng nguoi dinh day bun dat ao lai chia tay ra, tho mai dao cam dao cong
ban nguyét chat chan heo cho xem, ba phu thdy nudi rén cho con rdn mau xanh tredn vao 16 mii rdi 16 ra &
miéng, hang ngan gai mai dam 16 tay qua ctra mat cdo moi moc. Khi ndng va hoi ngudi bdc mé mét téi. Nhw
bi 16i cudn bai 16i di trai da mat lanh that dé chiu, t6i bwdc vao cdn nha cé hinh con céng dwdi bong cay. Tién
sanh c6 twong Phat vang to twéng, mot cd gai da trdng dirng nhw ngap chim trong day hoa lan. Tai hdi xin
cbc nwdc ubng. Co gai dy dwa tdi vao trong nha hinh con céng, chi cho chd cé voi nuwéc".

"Thé rdi anh ngu véi ¢o ta, phai khéng?"
"Vang, tir clra sau day".
"Thé anh da th& nghiém nhiéu chuyén khac nira ch?"

"Khéng chi chuyén tinh duc. Ma du tha, trwot tuyét, chay xe gan may, hay chi tdn bdé don gian théi, ciing da

co".
"Ngay bay gi¢ thi sao?"

"R&ng sau nam bén trai, nén hém nay t6i an bang réng bén phai".
"Vi sao?"

"Ngay bay gi® thi hién thwe van dep hon 1a mong".

G4 dan 6ng ndi thé, rdi can nat dau chim két.

Chung t6i ngl véi nhau trong phong ¢6 tranh khéc cla t6i. Ga dan 6ng da lén dwong vao mong nhe ludi va
16 r&ng sau. Pang luc ga dang an phia dudi. Sei 16ng cla t6i vwdng méc vao 16 rang sau. Ga thinh linh
khwng lai, ndm yén khéng dong day, nhw bi déng cirng lai. Chi co vé mat bién ddi. Luc thi mat d& dan, luc thi
cwdi Iéch méi, hay cuwdi toe toét hé rang. T gitba hai chan g3, t6i vwon tay ndm lay vat dang cwong cing,
thtr bop manh. Than ga run I&n nhw &n lanh, mét co rat lai nhw khiép hai.

"Anh da di dau thé?"
"Thanh phé t6i chwa dén 1an nao".
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"Ngoai qubc &?"

"Vang, c6 1& 1a vung trung-tay nuéc My. C6 vé la khu vuc goi la Vong Bép Corn Belt ddy. That dong nguodi
lam nong".

"T6i da bop manh anh mét 1an day. Thé rdi mat anh co rat lai nhw khiép hai gi ddy; anh nhin thay gi thé?"
"T6i chdng nhé ndi".

"Cé vé khiép so ghé 1am"

"m, néi chung 1a con mong khdng dep".

"Cho hdi mét diéu ndy nhé. Anh chi mong thay khi ¢ gi vwéng méc vao day thdi sao?’

"Khéng dau”

"Thé chi can ra lwdi vao 16 rang sau 4y la mong thay duoc a?"

"Thay duoc".

Cong vién day, ga dan ong ndi. Coéng vién vang lang, & mét thanh phd t6i chwa dén bao gi®, nhung sao van
c6 cdm giac gan nhw 1a & qué hwong cla minh. Anh ta néi thé.

Hoang hén, ti ngdi trén mat déat. Bong minh ngé dai sau lung. Chila mét cong vién nho. Khdng biét t6i dang
doi cho ngwdi nao, hay sap tré vé mot noi nao day T6i ngdi mot minh, hoan toan bat dong. Khung cat chon
bong nguwoi gay gap xudng. Mat d4t vang vang tiéng xao xac lanh I&o. Chang biét la tleng xich du dong dua,
hay tiéng ai hat tir noi xa, hay la tiéng chim kéu. Hoang hén, ma mai khéng téi. Trong gidc méng nhu thé, 1an
nao téi cling bat khoca

Pham Vi Thinh dich

1 8 ngan Yen: khoang 80 My kim.
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