Kinh Dién La Gi ?

Nguyén Hiru Ninh

Kinh 1 sach, dién 1a luét 1& thudc muc. Ghep hai chir nay lai thi c6 nghia la luat 1¢ hay muc thudc cua sach
vo. Tu English “Canon” 1a nguyén gbc tir tleng Hi-lap “Kanoén”,” nguyén nghia 1a “ciy thang” hay la “cai
thudc do bang sdy- reed.” nguoi Hi-lap hiéu tir ngit nay nhu la cay thuge, khubn méu. Cac Giao phy ngudi
La-ma, Hi-lap dung tir “Canon” nay va ap dung vao y nghia “nguyén tac cua duc tin” (the rule of faith) hay
1a tiéu chuan can ban vé sy day do cua cac sir dd trén Hoi thanh, tré thanh “kinh dién cta chan Iy (canon of
truth). Boi thé cho nén, chung ta dimg suy nghi nham 14n rang tai sao khong c6 chir “canon” trong Thanh
Kinh.

Danh tir "canon" nay c¢6 ¥ nghia cha dong va thu dong. Y nghia chii dong thi dung dé do dac, thi nghiém; ¥
nghia thy dong thi dung dé ap dung cho nhiing loai bi do, thi nghié¢m.

M6t Thanh thu dugc liét ké vao kinh dién vi da duoc thi nghiém, va Hoi thanh ching nhan sach éy xung
dang di vao trong bd sdch Thanh Kinh.

Sau khi Thanh Kinh d4 tro thanh kinh dién, thi d6 trd nén bo sach khudn vang thudc ngoc cho dirc tin cia
Ki-t6 gido (Christianity).

Trong thu I Cor. 10:13, thanh Phao-16 da dung tur li¢u (term) “to be measured, immeasurably — Greek: “ta
ametra” va trong thu Ga-la-ti 6:16 “. “kanénni” déu c6 ca hai ¥ nghia thu dong va chii dong vira néi trén.
Néu c6 nhitng sach duoc thi nghiém, tuyén chon va dugc phép doc giira Hoi thanh, tai tu gia, thi cling c6
nhiéu sach bi loai ra dugc goi 1a Nguy kinh (Apocrypha) va khong dugc chon vao kinh dién Thanh Kinh.
Dén thé ky V, Chrysostom di dung tir “Biblia” dé noi dén bo sach Thanh Kinh Cyu va Tan ude.

biéu Kién Dé Pugc Chon Vao Kinh Pién Thanh Kinh

Thanh Kinh 13 bo sach Thanh cua hai thoi dai Cuu va Tan Udc. Ki-to gido (Christianity) trong thé ky I thira
huong dugc bo Kinh dién Cyu Uéc dang tin cdy cta ngudi Do-thai, va ¢ bd sach Thanh Tan UGc tir thoi
céc Str dd va tir uy quyén cua ctia chinh Chaa Ciru thé bao dam.

Vay phai c6 quyét dinh nhu thé nao?

1. Khong do uy quyén cia Hoi thanh dau tién, nhung do ndi dung va tinh chit Than quyén chimg nhén sach
1a Kinh dién.

2. Sach duoc chon loc va luan luugitta cac Hoi thanh, duoc tra xét can than. Trudce gia la nhitng ngudi da
dugc Chua lya chon dé ghi chep, tac gia chanh la CHUA THANH LINH, Ngai ha hoi vao cac 16i 4y.Véi hai
nguyén to quan trong: Nhan t6 va Thién td.

a) Nhan t6: Cac sur do, mon d¢ cia Chia da ghi chép theo su hiéu biét ctia ho, ho khong & trong trang thai
ngat xin, tim tri ho sdng sudt, nén van thé van giit dugc sac thai ca nhan cia trude gia. Sach doc 1én rat rd
rang,mach lac, dé tai tap trung vao su clru roi ctia Chua Gié-xu Ki-to, khong vé voi chuyén than thoai hoang
duong.

b) Thién t6: Than quyén (Chuta Thanh Linh) ha hoi vao trudc gia, Ngai cam thuc, kiém soat 101 viét.II Tim.
3:16:”Toan thé Thanh Kinh déu do Thién Chua soi dan...”Ban Tan Kinh English phién dich theo Hi-lap vén:
“Every scripture God-breathed... — Greek: Para graphe Theopneustos..”

Thién Chua ha hoi vao mdi tir ngit, vi thé ngudi doc Loi Chua dugc Ngai tac dong trong tdm linh chinh phuc
ho tré lai dau phuc Ngai.Su ha hoi ciia Chua bao dam gia tri Than quyén cua sach ay vao kinh dién cua
Thanh Kinh.Hoi thanh khong thé 1am cho sach tré nén c¢6 Than quyén duoc hay 1a 1am cho c6 diéu kién dé
duoc vao b kinh dién.Hoi thanh chi phan biét va thtr nghiém sach theo qui luat: Loi ghi chép da dugc chinh
Chuta Thanh Linh ha hoi.

3. B6 kinh dién Cyu gdm c6 39 sach va Tan Udc gdm c6 27 sach 1a két qua cta sy ha hoi boi Chiia Thanh
Linh.Hoi thanh va con ngudi khong c¢6 quyén luc gi dé quyét dinh, néi rd hon Hoi Thanh khong c6 quyén chi
trén Thanh Kinh, trai lai d6 1a sy ha hoi cia Chiia Thanh Linh déng dau 4n trén 66 sach.Hoi thanh sau khi
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duoc doc va nghién ctru Loi1 Chua thi cam nhan day 1a sach dugce Chua ha hoi va la Kinh dién Thanh Kinh.
Chung ta phai hiéu rang on Thién hyu d4 soi sang cho Hoi thanh dau tién lugng gia nhiéu sach khac nhau,
sach nao that sy dd duge Chiia ha hoi dé tiép nhan. Vi thé, tién trinh tuyén chon nay phai trai qua nhiéu thoi
gian voi cac y kién khéac nhau.Sy thanh hinh b kinh dién Tan U6c, nhu vay khong dén mot lan, nhung trai
qua nhiéu thoi dai.Vi du nhu bo hoa can duge lya chon tung canh hoa, lya chon tirng bong hoa dep, ting
canh, tung canh, roi sau cung két lai thanh mot bo hoa that xinh dep.

KINH BIEN CUU UGC

Thién Chiiaban cac sam ngdn cho dan sy Ngai qua cac tién tri. Tir Mbi-se cho dén tién tri Ma-la-chi ciing phai
la 1,000 nam.Thién Chua tuan ty khai thi 101 Ngai va cam thic cac tién tri ghi lai bang van ty.Bg kinh dién
Cyu udc gom céac phan chinh sau day:

A. Ngii Kinh M6i-se — Torah:
1. Sang thé Ky

2. Xuét Ai-cap Ky

3. Lé-vi Ky

4. Dan s6 Ky

5. Phyc truyén Luat-18 Ky

B.Cac Sach Tién Tri — Né-bi-im:

1. Tién Tién tri:(jié-sué, Cac Quar} Xét, Sa-mu-én (LII), Cac Vua (I,II) )
2. Hau Tién tri: E-sai, Gié-ré-mi, E-xé-chi-€n, val2 sach tién tri nhé: O-s€, Gio-én, A-mot, Ap-dia, Gio-na,
Mi-ché, Na-hum, Ha-ba-ctic, S6-pho-ni, A-ghé, Xa-cha-ri, Ma-la-chi.

C.Thi-Thién — Hagiographa ciing goi la Kethubim:

1. Basach: Thi-thién, Chdm ngon, Giop.

2. Nam cudn goi la Megilloh: Nha-ca, Ru-to, Ca-thuong, Truyén-dao, E-x0-té.
3. Sach Lich sir: Da-ni-én, E-xo-ra, Né-hé-mi, St ky.

Nguyén vin cua kinh dién Cuu u6e duoc viét véi ngdn ngit Hé-bo-ro. Khi dan Do-théi duoc trd vé ¢d
huong, sau giai doan bi luu day, cac nha than hoc cho biét su thanh hinh cia bd kinh dién Cyu udc nhu sau:
Khi nhin duoc sic 1énh trd vé nudc Do-thai dé tai 1ap su thd phuong Chiia, ho da thu thip cac sach thanh ma
ho dang c6.M{t thu vién thanh, bat dau 1a Ngii Kinh Moi-se, vé sau, ho tiép tuc ¢ thém cho dén sach Xa-
cha-ri, Ma-la-chi, c4c séach tién tri trong giai doan bi lam phu tu tai xr ngoai. Cac sach Cac Vua, Su Ky va
céc sach khac.Sau d6 thi hoan thanh b kinh dién Cyu udc gdom c6 39 quyén: Luat phap, Tién tri va Thi thién
ma chung ta c6 hi¢n nay.

Sau khi Gié-ru-sa-lem sup dd, thi Jania tré nén trung tdm cua nguoi Do-thai.Nam 90 SC, tai Jania mot Hoi
nghi biéu quyét cong nhan lan cudi cua bo kinh dién Cyu wée.Pay 1a mot quyét nghi trong dai, vi chang
nhitng khang dinh b kinh dién Cyu u6c, ma Hoi nghi ciing da cong khai xac nhan thoi ky ha hoitrén kinh
dién Cyu uéc chdm dit.

Gi4o su R.K. Harrisson, gido su Phan khoa Cyu Kinh tai Wycliff College, University Toronto viét:”In all its
essentials the canon was most probably complete by about 300 B.C., and while discussion concerning certain
component parts was continued well into the Christian era, the substance of the canon as it existed a century-
and-a-haft after the time of Ezra and Nehemiah remained unaffected by these controversies.”

Loi tuyén bd ciia Chiia Ciru thé dbi véi kinh dién Cyu uéce 1a t6i hau.Cac sir 6 chang phai chi ching nhan
ma thoi, nhung con st dung Cyu Kinh trong khi giang day.
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KINH DIEN TAN UGC

Tuong ty nhu vay, Kinh dién Tan udc duge hinh thanh tiém tién giéng nhu Cuu Kinh, “Tir dat tao ra

hét. Trude 1a cay non, sau 1a hoa, roi dén hot.”(Mac 4:28)

Kinh dién Tan udc gém ¢ 27 sach da duge Hoi thanh dau tién tiép nhan 1a Thanh thu dwgc Chua Thanh
Linh ha hoi, c6 gi4 tri thim quyén khuén vang thude ngoc cho niém tin va phidm hanh cua tin hiru
(Christian) Liic tién khoi, Hoi thanh dau tién chwa c6 day du kinh dién Tan udc, vi thé, Hoi thanh tiy thudc
véo kinh dién Cuu udc, trén céc 161 Chia phan day, qua su khai thi ddc biét ctia Thién Chua trén céc tién tri
Ki-t6 hiru (Christian prophets) .

Cac sach Phuc am, cac thu tin da dugc trudc thudt va giang day tai cdc nha hdi Do-thai cho dén ngay duoc
chtng nhan 13 kinh dién Tan udc di dugc Hoi thanh

dau tién tiép nhan nhanh chong.Mot sb thu tin khac ciing phai trai qua mot thoi gian kha 1au.Sau khi Chua
thang thién, chic chan rang cac st @6 mdi khi giang day, va khi ho rao truyén Tin Mung ctru rdi thi ho déu
doc dén cac 161 Chua day nhiéu lan, hang tram nghin lan (Céng Vu 10:23; I Cér. 7:10; 11:23-25)

Thanh Linh nhic nho ho nhé lai moi diéu Chua Ciru thé di phan day khi Ngai con tai thé.Cac vi nhu y-si Lu-
ca, Ma-thi-0, Mac, Giang da ghi lai.Lu-ca va Mac da thiy, nghe tryc tiép tir Chia va céc str do, sau khi tra
xét can than, ho di ghi chép sach Lu-ca va Cong vu. Mac la phu ta cua hai sir d6 Peter va Paul.Y si Lu-ca la
ban dong hanh cua Paul.Gia-co va Giu-da 1a anh em vé phan xac v6i Chiia Ciru thé, ho 1a cac phu ta cua cac
st dd tai Hoi thanh me Gié-ru-sa-lem.

Cac hoc gia Thanh Kinh cho biét sach Gia-co dugc viét sém hon vao nam 45 S.C.Cac thu tin LII Tés. thi vao
nam 50, 51 S.C.Céc thu tin cua Phao-10, Phi-e-roda dugc trudce tac, trude khi Gié-ru-sa-lem bi sup dd, ké ca
thu tin Hé-bo-ro.Sach Khai thi duoc viét sau cung, trong thoi ky HQi thanh bi bach hai tan khdc duéi doi cac
vua Neron, Domitian. Cling vao lic nay c6 ba thu tin I, I, III Giang va Phuc am Gidng.

Céc thu tin ctia Phao 10, ké ca thu La-ma, 1a nhitng thu luan luu dén cac Hoi thanh, chic chin c6 nhiéu ban
sa0.Vi sau khi Hoi thanh dia phuong doc xong ban chanh thi ho sao chép can than dé gitr lai, va ban chanh
duoc tiép tuc goi dén cac Hoi thanh khac.Mdi Hoi thanh déu co trach nhiém bao quan va gin gilr cac sach
Phuc 4m va cac thu tin cAn than.

CAC SACH NGUY KINH

Nhiing sach nay bi loai khoi bo kinh dién Cuu va Tan Udc vi tinh cht than thoai hoang duong.Co sach lai
gid mao vi ky tén gia dé mong c6 uy tin va duoc cong nhan. Céc loai sach nay véi ndi dung huyén bi, di doan
va hoangdudng, day céac diéu di gido lam hu hoai dirc tin.Mot s6 Nguy kinh da dugc viét trong thoi ky & giira
nim 200 T.C. — 200 S.C. bang ngon ngit A-ram, Hi-ba-lai, Hi-lap van.Cac nguoi viét ¢ muon tén 1 A-
dam,Hé-noc, Moi-se, E-sai va nhiéu nhan vat quan trong khac trong thoi Cyu Kinh. Thé cho nén, cac sach
nay duoc xem 1a gia mao tén cua tac gia. Nguoi ta con thdy c6 cac sach gia mao khac nhu 1a Sy Khon ngoan
cla Sa-16-mén, Loi cau nguyén cia Ma-na-se...

Toém lai, qui tic tuyén loc kinh dién Tan u6c khong thé nao tach roi khoi Than quyén, mic du cac trude gia la
con ngudi.Cac trudc gia di ghi lai 16i phan va cong vu ctiia Chua Ctu thé lac tai thé, cac sir d6 da giang va
day nhu 14 phat ngon nhan cua Chaa (I Cér. 13:3), cac sir d6 1a nhan chtng dua trén Chaa Ctru thé 1a Pang
ma Cha di sai dén dé hoan tat cong cudc ciru r6i nhan loai.Chinh Chuia Ciru thé da chinh thuc cong nhan Cyu
Kinh va hira ring cong vu cta Linh cta chan 1y s& hoan tat moi dir kién trong Tan Kinh.Ldi phan ciia Chua
Ctru thé 1a ¢ gid tri toi hau va 13 chia khoa cua kinh dién Cyu va Tan udc.

Nghién ctru sach lich st Hoi thanh, tir nam 363 S.C. trd ngugc vé thé ky I, ching ta thfiy khong c6 mot Cong
dé)ng Hoi nghi nao dugc triéu tap dé ban luan vé van dé kinh dién Tan udc, diéu nﬁy chung t6 Hoi thanh
Chua (Christianity) - khong phai 1a Catholic church- d dugc Chtia Thanh Linh chi dan dé phan biét sach nao
¢6 Than quyén do Chiia ha hoi vao sach Ay va sach ndo 1a khong, vi chi do long dao dirc ciia con ngudi viét
ra.Trong ngay 18 Ngii tuan (Pentecost) Chtia Thanh Linh nguy tri trong Hoi thanh Chiia, Ngai day do, hudng
dan Hoi thanh di vao trong moi L& that.Chtia Thanh Linh soi sang Hoi thanh Chua, va toan thé cac vi lanh
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dao Hoi thanh cam nhén ve gid tri Than quyén cta cac sach Thanh.

Sudt hon 300 tram nam, Hoi Thanh Chua (Christianity) d4 bi bach hai, nhu 1a vang duoc thir lira, dé luyén
loc dure tin cua con dan Chua, tat ca cac di gido, gido ly ta xuét hién déu da duoc cac Gido phu bai bac dé gitr
gin, bao vé Chanh gido (Pure Doctrines) ctia Hoi Thanh Chua. Pay 1a nhd Hoi Thanh tin vao Thanh Kinh ma
thoi 14 nén tang ciia niém tin.

Scripture Alone khong phai 1a mot doctrine ma ching ta doi hoi phai c6 cum tir nay trong Thanh Kinh thi
moi tin nhan.Nhung mot cach chic chin, tir “Scripture” di dwgc ghi chép trong Thanh Kinh day chir. Cyu
Kinh mét 1an ¢ Pa-ni-én 10:21, tir Hi-ba-lai 1a “Kethab” va trong Tan Udc di chép dén 51 1an.Vi du:tir
“Holy Scripture, sacred letters — Greek: “iera grammata” (Il Tim. 3:15) - “every Scripture” — Gr. “pasa
graphe.” (Il Tim. 3:16 (xem Young’s Analytical Concordance to the Bible, trang 844 va The NIV Interlinear
Greek-English New Testament)

Scripture Alone nham noi 1én sy that: ay 1a sau khi nha vua La-ma Constantin hgp thirc héa Christianity
thanh “catholic” trong dé quéc ctia minh, thi H6i Thanh Chtia dan dan bi hi hoa véi thé gian, “doi dugc
mang vao dao” da dua dan Hoi thanh di dan dén su suy ddi thudc linh.Gido dan khong dugc doc Thanh Kinh,
chi c6 hang pham trat tu té cia Gido hoi dugc quyén doc va giai thich theo ¥ riéng.Cac gido dan chi dugc
nghe tiéng La-tinh, di nguoi 4y & Au chau, Phi chau, My chau, A chéu maii cho dén sau Cong dong Vatican
II, 1962 thi Thanh Kinh dugc phép Vatican cho doc bang ngo6n ngir dia phuong va gido dan duge khuyén
khichdoc Thanh Kinh.Tir gan cudi thé ky I tr6 di, lac ay co rat nhiéu gido 1y da duoc thém vao gido hoi, ma
Thanh Kinh khong bao gio day.Cac 16 truyén théng ciia con nguditrong gido hoi da duoc xem 13 ngang bang
v6i Thanh kinh.D6 14 nguyén do ma tién si Martin Luther, sau khi nghién ctru Thanh Kinh, ong da kham pha
rang gido hoi Cong gido La-mi da di qua xa khoi Loi Chua, va ong di can dam dtng 1én dé cai chanh giao
hoi véi ba khéau hiéu:Sola Scriptura, Sola Fide, Sola Gratia (Scripture Alone, Faith Alone, Grace Alone)
trong thé ky XVI.

Tém lai, Sola Scriptura khong phai 1a mot tin ly trong Thanh Kinh, nhung khéu hiéu nay da duogc néu lén dé
nhan manh cho gido dan hiéu, va biét rang chi c6 Thanh Kinh duy nhét 12 nén tang niém tin ciia minh noi
Thién Chua, chtr khong phai 1a cong thém 16 truyén thdng cua gido hoi da thém vao. Sola c6 nghia 1a “chi c¢6
mot,” chur khong c6 cong thém.Do6 1a y nghia dich that cta tir nglr Sola Scriptura!

Cam ta on Chua, bd kinh dién gém c6 66 sach trong Cyu va Tan udc 1a bd Thanh thu do Chua Thanh Linh
ha hoi dé cac t6i t& cuia Chtia ghi chép, va Loi Chua khong sai trat tré nén khuon vang thude ngoc cho niém
tin ctia mdi Ki-t6 hiru.Chi ¢6 Thanh Kinh (Scripture Alone) 1a gia-tri-thAm-quyén-tuyét-d6i cua duc tin ngudi
con dan Chta.Kinh dién Tan Uéc di duge Chiia Thanh Linh ha hoi va két thic noi chuong cudi cung, ciu
cubi cuing ctia sach Khai thi. Ngoai by Thanh Kinh Cyu va Tan Ubdc ra, cac gido ly khacchi 1 101 ctia con
ngudi thém vao, dua dan vo sd nguoi di vao con dudng 1am lac hu vong.

Muc su Nguy&n Hiru Ninh

Tai lieu tham khao:
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College, University Toronto.
-“the Canon of the New Testament,” Professor Everett F. Harrison, gido su Phan khoa Tan Kinh, Fuller
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