Houston Co gi la khong anh ?

Nguwoi Houston

Sau khi ctip dién thoai voi 6ng chii nhiém 7ND, toi méi thay 1a minh dai dot nghe 11 6ng Long hira s&
viét mot bai vé Houston. Thanh thuc ma néi Houston khong cé nhiéu phong canh trir tinh nhu bén Cali,
tuy nhién Houston, nhu 16i Long néi, cling c6 nhing dic sac riéng dang noéi. Cau néi ctia Long lam toi
nhd hoi di hoc & Sai Gon, trudng toi ¢ ngay bén so ? thu ma hiém khi t6i vao s thi lai cir di dau dau.
Trong khi do, hoc sinh cac truong khac coi s tha 1a mdt thién dang, cic cd cac cau hay clp cua ta ta dao
choi trong s& th 4. Bén canh truong t6i con ¢é truong Trung Vuong nén khong may khi toi thay cai dep
mo mong cua trudng t6i. Bay gio mdi khi nghi lai thay tiéc hui hui vi minh di mat mo B.t manh thién
dang ma khong biét. Ty nhi nhu vy, bay gid toi rang ké chuyén thién dang Houston cho cac ban nghe.
(Néu c6 chan ban cir kiém 6ng chu nhiém 7ND ma trach vi 6ng 1a ddu mdi ctia moi van dé!).

Houston c6 nhiéu cai rit My, rat Texas nhung cling c6 nhiéu céi rat Viét Nam. Hoi & Viét Nam c6 bao
gid cac ban wdc vé choi Viét Nam mot chuyén khong ? Nhung bay gior thi kha ¢ hin, moi ngudi déu
mong c6 dip vé tham lai Viét Nam. O mai Houston t6i ciing it khi nghi 1a Houston ¢ nhiéu dic diém.
Day co 1€ 1a mot sai 14m 16n va tdi moi cac ban d i thim mot vai sic thai dic biét cia Houston trong mot
quan diém coi md hon. Biét dau sau khi doc xong bai ndy, anh chi Ngén Mai Chi lai chang voi vang lay
bang 14i xe cho chau Pat, dé cing phu l4i mot chuyén di Houston nhu da hira khoang 10 nim trudec.

Houston va vung phu cén, theo nhu mdt bao cdo ban chinh thire, c6 khoang 70 ngan dan Viét cu ngu tai
Houston. Thyc ra t6i ciing khong nhé chinh xac va khong nhé di doc & dau. Co mot diéu chéc chan 14 sd
dan Viét & day chi thua c6 vung nam California ma théi (ngoai Viét Nam). That la hiém hoi néu ban kiém
thdy mot cong tu s 16n & Houston ma khon g ¢6 ngudi Viét lam. Houston da thay doi rat nhiéu tir khi
ngudi Viét 6 xo vé day cu ngu.

Dan Viét Nam rat thich Houston, nhit ba con dinh cu & mién tay bic Hoa Ky sau vai nim da chan ngdy
viéc mua dong xtic tuyét lanh thiu xuwong. Ciing nhu sau nhitng con dong d4 t & Cali, Houston duong nhu
cling dong hon. Thoi tiét Houston rat gidng Sai Gon. Mua hé néng hon mét chat va mua dong lanh hon
mdt chiit. Cir cach khoang mudi nim Houston c6 tuyé 't roi va c6 song than (hurricane) mot 1an. Tuy
nhién hurricane ciing it anh hudng Houston, vi Houston & xa bién ca gi0 lai xe nén cting khong c6 gi dang
s¢ nhu ba con cac noi xa thuo +yng tudng twong. Thanh thir Houston vé thoi tiét rat 1a thoai mai. Nhiing
nguoi ¢ xa thudng tuong tuong dén Houston nhu trong phim cao bdi Texas, toan bui cat nang chay. Th at
ra Houston c6 mua nhiéu nén cay co tdt tuoi tét hon Long Beach, Cali. Nha cira Houston rat tién nghi.
Nha nao ciing c6 may lanh, may sudi cd. Houston xe nao cling ¢ may lanh nén nén cai néng khong lam
can tro doi sdng ta nhiéu bang cai lanh mién bac. D troi ¢6 nong, nhung chiéu xudng gié bién thdi vao
cai nong s& mat ngay nhu nhu nhitng ngay néng birc & Sai Gon, ta di choi trén bén Bach Pang viy. Mua
hé ta ra hd tam, xubng bién tha hd boi 16i, phoi nang ty do. Miia dong ta khong phai chong chat hét 16p 4o
nay d én 16p khac ma van run. Dan Houston rat 1dy 1am may man khi mua dong toi.

Dan Viét Nam da lam thay d6i bo mat Houston kha nhiéu. Hoi méi tir mién bac gia lanh vé 1ap nghiép noi
day, t61 nh¢ Houston chi c6 mot tién ban thyc pham Viét Nam duy n hat 14 tiém Péng Phuong, nay da
khong con nira. (Hbi méi vé toi c6 cam tudng nhu nhimg ngay song ¢ Auckland vy do6. Thoi tiét cling
kha gidng va ciing chi c6 mot tiém b an d6 Tau. Mdi 1an mudn dn mi gbi phai dén tiém d6, hinh nhu Wa
Lee thi phai). Bay gio v6i su hién dién ctia ca chuc ngan ngudi Viét, Houston da doi khac nhiéu. Toi
khong biét 15 la Houston c6 bao nhi€u tiém Viét Nam. Trudce khi ngudi Viét dén Houston, downtown d
trén da xuong déc. Chi c6 vin phong va cong tu s khong ai song ngay trong down town ca. Dén dia
phuong song ¢ ngoai 6 chi vao pho di 1am thoi. Thanh thir hoi d6 sdng trong pho Houston chi 1a cho dan
nghéo nha ctra xap x¢& lim. Cudi tuan hdi d6 trong p hd nhu mot thanh phd chét. Nguoi Viét dén da mang
lai strc séng cho thanh phé, ho da thuc hién cong trinh "Vietnamization of Downtown Houston", nhu bao
chi My mo ta. Thyc vdy nguoi Viét di lam séng lai downtown Houston. Ho da stra sang cac nha ctra bo
tréng thanh nhiing trung tim thuong mai nao nhiét sung tic. Cac phd thwong mai méi da moc 1én nhu na
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P'm trén nhitng khu dat tréng ndm xua. Cudi tuan sinh hoat trong phd rat vui vé nhat 13 vao nhitng dip
Tét hay Giang Sinh. O Houston thue sy ma noi khong co phé Tau ma chi c6 p hd Viét vi sinh hoat thuong
mai cua nguoi Tau ¢ day rat yéu so voi nguoi Viét. Co vai tiém Tau cling la Tau Chg Lon ca va ho cling
tur coi ho 14 nguoi Viét gdc Hoa va cong tac voi ngudi Viét rat chit ché. Ho ciing néi tiéng Viét chiéu
khach Viét nhu tiém Viét vay. O Houston hinh nhu khong thiéu mén gi ctia Viét Nam ca. Co nhiing ba
con s 6ng & Houston ca chyc ndm ma khéng can ndi mot ciu tiéng My nao ma vin lam an kha gia, loi tirc
con hon nhimg chang k¥ su tt nghiép 1au nim. Khu phd Mai Lam (tén Viét Nam c ta dudng Milam) ¢o
1& dugc ménh danh 1a khu Tiéu Sai Gon cia Houston. Khu nay co nhiéu dich vu budn ban cua nguoi Viét,
tir siéu thi tap hoa, quan an ca nhac, tiém xe, my vién , dén vin phong bac si, nha si ... diy du ca. Trong
downtown Houston con c¢6 nhiéu khu phé Viét Nam tuong tu nita khé ma ké hét. Bac biét nhat toi phai
nhic dén nha hang K im Son, mot nha hang xay theo kién triic va trang tri kiéu Viét Nam. Hai timg c6 thé
chtra dén ca ngan thuc khach cing liic va chiém ca mot "city block". co chd ddu xe thoai mai ké ca "valet
parking". Pay c6 1& 12 nha hang Viét Nam 16n va dep nhat thé gidi. T6i chua timg thdy mot nha hang Viét
Nam nao trén dit My hay Viét Nam c6 mot kién tric quy mé nhu vay. Ba con Houston rat 1y lam hanh
dién c6 dugc co sé thuong mai dimg vao hang qudc té nhu vay. Ngoai Kim Son con c6 rat nhiéu nha
hang an khac ciing to 16n, ¢ 6 thé chira cing lic vai ba ddm cudi nhu cac nha hang Tau hay Viét khac bén
Cali. Ngoai nhirng nha hang 16n Houston con dac biét ¢6 nhitng nha hang nhé, cac quan binh dan c6 du ?
cac mon ngon ba mién Trung Nam Bic Viét Nam. Mon an gi ciing c0, ké ca nhitng mon rat bi hiém va rat
dé so voi dan My, nhung lai 13 qudc hon quoc tuy cua dan Viét-nhu tié 't canh, 1ong heo, ca ri dé, ngau
pin, ngoc hoan ngam ruou ... Ban khong mudn an thit dong lanh w, hay ghé trai chan nudi, ban c6 thé tu
1am heo 1am ga vit néu ban c6 can dam tho .c tiét nhimng stc vat dy. Di nhién ciing c6 nhitng mén ngaon
hién lanh hon. Cac mén Bac thanh nhi nhu pho, bun thang, banh cudn Thanh Tri chinh gbc; Cac mén
Hué cua thanh ndi ¢6 ? kinh nhu banh ndm chao tom, bun bo, bun sudng ... cac mén Nam dam da nhu goi
cudn, banh xéo, banh bo, hu tiéu My§ Tho ... Houston con c6 mdt quan chay rat dic biét, & day ban théy
du cac mon ngon ma van 1a dd chay. Vao quan nay xong nhiéu vi bom nhiu di gia tir toi sat sinh thé tir
nay xin dugc an chay vira khodi khau vi vira dugc phudc s6 'ng 1au nita. Pic biét & Houston d6 an khong
nhitng ngon ma con ré nira, "son hao" thi khong dam néi chir "hai vi" thi bao dam la ré va tuwoi ngon. Mot
anh ban 1am béc si & Washington D.C. vé choi Houston d4 & 1i Kim Son luén ba ngay cho dén luc vé dé
thuong thirc hét cac mon ngon. (Thoi xin tam ngling cic mén ngon & ddy, vi téi dang chay nudc miéng
wot ca bai vo hét).

Ngoai cac thuong nghiép co tinh cach dich vu nhu nha hang va si€u thi, dan Viét tai Houston con c6 cac
xi nghiép san xuat nhu hang san xuét cha gio déng lanh cho cac siéu thi My , cac trai chin nudi va céc trai
cay co bé thé. Héng cha gi6 déa va dang la noi tao nhiéu cong an viéc lam cho nhiéu ba con Viét méi sang.
O Houston c6 nhidu vuon uong ciy sa ?n xuat rau va cay kiéng cho thi truong My. Vuon St. Joseph phai
ké 1a mot thanh cong 16n cho nguoi Viét & ddy. V6i hai ban tay tring, sau vai nim lam c6ng cho hang
uong cay My, nguoi chu dé tao nén mot co nghiép vi dai. Vuon nay rong it nhat 10 mau, va dang lam
thém, ¢ v6 s6 nhitng nha wong cdy (green house) c6 day du hé thong tyr dong tudi va sudi am trong mua
déng. Vao vuon cdy nay ngoai cac thir hoa rau trai thuong thy trong cho My, ban con thdy rat nhiéu hoa
thom c6 la, nhét 13 nhiing trai cay thuan tay Viét Nam nhu xoai 61, méng cau, cam quét, thuy tién, mai
vang, mai do, dao, man du ca. Mdi 1an Tét dén cac vi choi cdy kiéng sanh diéu déu rang dén day dé tim n
hirng bong hoa qudc hdn qudc tay. Trai cdy nay da lam cho t6i hanh dién vé tai kinh doanh ciia nguoi
Viét Nam va trai nay ciing mang lai cho t6i nhitng tinh cam 4m ap mdi d6 xua Pn vé. (I told you so) . Cac
trai chan nudi cling tao nhiéu tha vi cho nhitng nguoi thich an thit tuoi. Ban co thé dén day mua heo, ga,
vit 1am thit. Ban ¢6 thé mua mét chi bo con lam bé thui ngay tai chd. Céc trai nay cung cép thit tuoi cho
cac si€u thi, dac biét 1a cho Viét Nam trong vung. K§ nghé danh tom ca ciing 1a mdt k¥ nghé quan trong
cua dan Vié .t Nam song & viing bién Houston.

Houston rat gan bién chi cach 1 gio lai xe. Ban ¢c6 thé ndm lim dim nhin cudc doi hay nhay xudng bién
boi 161 dé doi ma khong phai run cam cép. Ban 1a ngudi s¢ nude u, ban co thé ghé bén Seabrook don tau
danh ca cua ba con Viét Nam Ve mua nhiing con ca tuoi, nhiing con tom con nhay mang vé niu in ngay
tai chd. Ban ciing ¢6 thé vac can hay luo 'i di ciu cua hay vét ca, bat so bat dc. Ba con ex-Kiwi wa céi tro
choi nay 1am. Ban nao con nhé New Zealand, nhd nhitng ngay theo 5 dng chong gia di bt cua, bit sd
nhu & thoi tién sir xin nhd qua Houston. (Hién gid con 1 trong nam vi tién ong dang tu luyén ¢ Houston,
ai can dan duong di tim lai huong xua xin lién lac véi anh Pham Nhat.)
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Trén duong di bién ban nén ghé trung tim NASA, noi trung bay cac phi thuyén va trién 1dm cac chuyén
phi hanh. Pay 14 mét cao diém du lich ciia Houston. Nhiéu ngudi di phai 13n 16i tir Au chau hay A chau
qua dén day chi mong duoc dén thim trung tim NASA. Gan day trung tAm nay da dugc sira sang lai dé
cho du khach dugc nhiéu tién nghi trong luc th am Vleng, Co cac "tua" giai thich rd rang vé NASA. Tuy
nhién t61 khong dam trinh bay v€ trung tim nay nhiéu so e "mua riu qua mit tho", vi ngay bén trung tdm
nay la tu gia cua ex-Kiw i Tran Ngoc Bich va phu quén Dr. Khé. Vi ndi ling nhang so bi ray nén to1 co
nho chi Bich va anh Khé viét riéng mot bai vé trung tim nay. Hy vong bai dang trong 7ND sb nay. Ne
D'u khong mét ngay dep troi nao do chi Bich cao hing s€ gui bai cho 7ND sau vay. Tuy nhién toi phai
no6i ngay rang bai nay sé rat hay, khong nhitng vi NASA & ngay bén canh nha chi Bich, ma chinh anh Kho
con 1a mot chuyén vién sang gia cua NASA, anh ciing 1a Chu Tich sang 1ap hoi Chuyén Vién Ky Thuat
Khong Gian Nguoi Viét tai Houston. Ngoai ra anh Kho con 1a mo D.t cdy vot tennis vo dich cia NASA
nira. ban nao c6 ngua tay thi lién lac v6i anh Kho. (O bén canh san quan vot NASA cing c6 mot 5O quan
an ngon lam. Céc tay vot nghlen phd Ngon, Trlet Long cua Long Beach c6 qua thach dau khoi s¢ thiéu
pho). Ving NASA ciing nam trong mot vung rat tho mong, ba con goi la Ho Thay Tinh (Clearlake City).
Ving nay rat dep n hat 1a lac dugc 1én tau cta anh Kho di dao mat thi cic ban s& tuong minh dang &
Thién Thai vay do. (Nghe ddn anh Khd ¢6 htra vi khach nao danh tennis ha duge anh Kho anh s& dua di
dao Thién Thai. Pay chi 14 tin d6n, khong bao dam). Ho Thuy Tinh di dep nha cira ¢ ddy ciing rat nén
tho.

Tién day toi phuc trinh cho ba con vé nha cira Houston luén. So véi Cali va ving DC thi nha ctra Houston
dep hon va ré bang nira. (Bang chung 1 ong chii 7ND da goi té x4 1a mansi on, nghe nhu that vy d6). O
Houston chang c6 hién tugng "se" phong nhu bén Cali vi nha ctra & day rat ré so véi loi tire trung binh.
Thanh thir rit nhidu ngudi c6 du kha n ing mua nha cira khang trang. Voi chimg 50 ngan d6 la, ba con c6
thé mua mot can nha ba phong ngu, garage doi, may lanh, may sudi c6 vuon dang hoang trong mot khu
trung binh. 7, 8 chu .c ngan nha cira d kha. Nha trén 100 ngan thi kha 1im. Trong khi d6 ban khong nén
n6i chuyén mua nha ¢ Cali hay DC. Ba con thuong ngai nang Houston. Thyc ra ning Houston ciing
chiang k hac ning Sai Gon. Nhung nha va xe Houston déu c6 may lanh khac nha va xe Sai Gon xa lam.,
Thanh thtr ning Houston chi 1am ta thiy Houston giéng Sai Gon. Poi sdng tién nghi cua Houst on lam ta
thdy thoai mai hon.

O Houston con c6 mdt s6 chung cu toan ngudi Viét §. Cac chung cur nay nguyén trude ddy 1a cac
apartment complex di dugc stra d6i thanh nhimg don vi nha riéng nhu chung cu. C 4ch ddy 10 nam, thoi
gia & Houston bj khiing hoang, nhidu chung cu phai phd san phai ban dau gia. Nhan dip nay mot vi linh
muc da khéo 1éo dtng ra mua lai cac khu chung cu voi gia ' rat ré, sua lai thanh nhimg don vi nha riéng
va ban lai cho dong bao véi gia ré. Chimg 10 ngan d6 la mot don vi, mdi don vi c6 mot hay hai phong
ngu, v6i nha tim, bép riéng. Chuong trinh nay di dugc dong bao dao Thién Chua huéng Gtng manh va 1ap
thanh nhiing "lang" toan nguoi Viét &. Sau do chuong trinh nay lan rdng va hién nay cé nhie Dyu lang
nhu vay, ai mua ciing dugc tuy gia ca hoi dat hon mét chut nhung van con rat ré. Nho nhimg sang kién
nhu vdy ma nhiéu nguoi loi te kem da co chd an & tién nghi khong phai ¢ nha thué. Ngoai ra doi sdng
trong nhing lang nay ciing rat dic biét, rat doan két va mang mau sic ton gido. Phan 16n c4c lang nay 1a
do cac linh muc 1ap ra hay d& dau. Do d6 mdi lang dau danh riéng mot sé don vi 1am nha chung cho sinh
hoat chung do céc cha lanh dao. O céc lang nay, chiéu chiéu khoang 7 gid ban s€ nghe nhiing hoi chudng
nhic ba con té tyu ¢ nha chung cung doc kinh cau nguyén, nghe cha giang rat 1a d& thuong. Nhing ngay
18 Tét, sinh hoat trong lang c6 hoi he rat vui, cling treo dén k ét hoa vin nghé ming Xuan, mung Chua
Giang Sinh rat 12 hoa binh. Doi séng yén hoa nhu vay di giup do nhiing nguoi gia ca rt nhiéu trong
nhirng ngay xa qué huong. Nhiing la yng nay cling 1a noi trii ngu cta nhimg dong bao méi qua chua co
noi an chdn & 16 rang. Cac ba con khi bao trg than nhan qua Houston c6 thé thué nha trong cac lang nay
vi vira ré vira tién va do budn cho nhitng ngudi méi qua vi ho khong bi trd ngai vi ngdn ngir gi hét, va ho
cam thiy gan giii voi ngudi Viét Nam. Toi nghi ddy 1a mot chuong trinh r it hay ddng duge cac nha xa
hoi ung ho. To6i nhay qua dia hat ton gido lic nao khong rd. Bay gio ndi vé chuyén ton gido & Houston
vay. Houston c6 nhiéu nha the va chia Viét Nam 1dm. Vung nao ciing c6 mdt nha tho do ¢ ha xtr Viét
Nam coi s6c. Nha tho hodc thué mudn cia gido dan My dia phuong hay do gido dan Viét Nam dia
phuong hoan toan xay dung nén. Gido dan & Houston rat manh. Da c¢6 nhiin g truong hop ba con cling
dong gop mua dut nha thd ciia My trong vong ¢6 5 nam. Do 14 vé mit dao Chia, dao Phat ciing phat trién
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khong kém. Chua Phd Quang & ving dong nam, tre Pn dudng bién, 16n nhu chiia Vinh Nghiém & Sai
Gon vay. Day ciing 1a ngdi chuia dau tién ciia (dan Viét Nam) & Houston. Con c6 chiia Linh Son & phia
béc va chua Viét Nam ¢ phia ' tdy nam. Hai chua nay méi nhung c6 nhiéu dao hiru vi 16i huéng dan tinh
than rat tré trung, tan tién va vitng manh. Ngoai ra con c6 mot s6 chiia nho rai rac khip Houston t6i k
héng ké hét duge. Pic diém 1a chua Viét Nam c6 chuong trinh Tir Bi (Tu Bi Foundation), mot chuong
trinh tir thién quyén gop tai chanh, hai ngoai vé bao trg cac ngudi nghéo d don cdi tai Viét Nam qua hé
théng chua tai Viét Nam. Vi $5 ban c6 thé bao trg nudi an hoc cho mot em bé md ¢oi tai Viét Nam trong
mdt thang. Chuong trinh nay dang phat trién manh va dugc nhiéu nguoi hao tim tng h. V& phuong dién
giao duc, & Houston c6 hai dai hoc cong 1ap 16n 1a Bai Hoc Houston (U of H), Texas Southern University
va ba dai hoc tu 1 a Rice, Houston Baptist va St. Thomas. Rice 1a mt truong dai hoc ndi tiéng trén dat
MY, ai ciing biét. St. Thomas 13 mot trudng nho rat ndi tiéng vé kinh té (hinh nhu con cua ex Kiwi Tran
Chéu Minh lan 161 tir Phap qua du hoc tai day). Trudc ctra Rice la Houston Medical Center voi chung vai
chuc nha thuong du loai. Pay 1a mot medical center noi tiéng & My y véi tit ca nhitng k¥ thuat t01 tan vé
y khoa. Cuing trong khu nay la so thu, vuon bach thao va bao tang vién cua Houston. Khu nay rat dep.
Mac du nha Houston rat ré nhung ban ¢ the thay nhitng can nha bac tri¢u noi day. St. Thomas University
thi & gan trong phd hon. Pai hoc nay c6 rat nhidu on véi cong dong Viét Nam, vi day ciing 1a tru s¢ tru
+ong Viét Ngit Hing Vuong, mot chuong trinh vin hoa dang ké tai Houston. Trudng Hung Vuong dugc
mot s6 thanh nién thién chi thanh lap, khoang nam 1986. Sau nhimng nam dau va D't va troi dat nhiéu noi,
truong da dugce dai hoc St. Thomas cho muon phong lam noi giang day. Hién nay truong c6 12 16p, véi
chimg 250 hoc sinh, va nhu cau con can nita. Ng 0ai viéc day cac hoc sinh néi va viét tiéng Viét, truong
con day cac em phong tuc tap quan lich sir va dia Iy Viét Nam dé cac em c6 thé hanh dién minh 13 nguoi
Viét, hanh dién tim lai ngudn gdc con Rong chau Tién cua minh. Truong Hung Vuong dé géy dugc tiéng
vang trong cong dong Viét Nam va da duoc gidy phép 1a mot co sé hoat dong ba D't vu loi.

T6i da phiic trinh v6i ban vé Houston, Texas, mién ndng am. Tuy nhién Houston d6i v6i toi khong phai
chi dep, chi d& thuong vi doi séng hién hoa, gia sinh hoat ré, thoi tiét 4m ap. Houston d6i véi t6i c6 mot
diém dic biét ma cac noi khéc it c6. Houston c6 nhiéu ex-Kiwi sin sang chd nhitng nguoi ban cii dé cing
vui budn han huyén chuyén nim xu +a.

DPén Houston ban c6 thé khong hai 10ng vé canh dep, ban c6 thé thiy kho chiu vé thoi tiét nong, nhung
ban s& khong bao gio that vong vi tam long hiéu khach ctia Houston. Hy vo ng mét ngay dep troi nao do

t61 duoc gip ban va ban dén thiam t6i nhu thiia ngdy xua cung di hoc.

Houston May 20, 1994
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