HOi dua ghe ngo

Theo phong tuc ctia ngudi Khdme, ti€p theo dém 1& cling tréng , sdng hdm sau 1a hdi dua ghe ngo.
DAy la moét hdi tung birng ndo nhiét nhat, duge chudn bi kha cdng phu, mét sinh hoat van héa, thé
thao cé suc thu hat hang chuc van ngudi tham gia, khong nhirng chi co déng bao Khame, ma co
dbng dao ngudi Viét, ngudi Hoa cling hudng ('ng cudng nhiét. Ghe ngo, ti€éng Khome la "tuk ngo",
mot loai thuyén déc mdc khoét bang than cay go tét, ra ddi tir nhiéu thé& ky trudc day. Day la moét
loai ghe dua dac trung cua ngudi Khame Nam bo.

Nguo+i Khome coi ghe ngo dua khéng gidng nhu cac ghe théng thudng ma la mét vat thiéng. Vi vay
trude khi di du thi, ho thudng lam 1€ ta than, thdp huong cling vai, sau dé chon ngudi diéu khién,
ngudi 1ai quan dam bai, va té chirc nhitng ngudi tham gia cudc thi. Pdi quan bai déu gdém nhiing trai
trang khoe manh, cé kinh nghiém, biét ph6i hgp dong tac chat ché&, mac trang phuc dep, do6i mi
dong phuc. Ngugi ng6i dau chi huy dugc chon tir nhirng ngudi cé uy tin va théng thao dudng nudc.

Cudc dua dién ra nghiém trang va day hao hdng, cé strc cudn hat hang chuc van ngudi xem. Trén
chang dudng dua kéo dai téi may kilomet, hai bén bd s6ng ngudi xem ding dong nghet - dung la
dong nhu héi - tré con leo |én canh cdy dé quan sat, ngudi thi 10i xu6ng nudc dé xem cho gan, cho
ro.

Khi phao 1énh ng, nhitng chiéc ghe dai nhu nhitng co rdn khdng 16 ndi 1&n trén mat nudc lao vat di
nhu tén ban theo hudng chi dudng cua nhitng coc tiéu cdm trén dong song.

Theo nhip thic quan bang ti€ng cbng cua ngeri diing & gilra ghe ca ma'y chuc chiéc dam gid 1én, bé
xuong nudc rap rang nhu nhu’ng chiéc tay may Tiéng ho reo cé vii nao nhiét, tleng trong vang dong
ca mot vung, nhat 1a khi c6 mot chiéc ghe vé dén dich. Cong chiing vy mii, vy nén hoan hd vang
doi, cudng nhiét.

Ngay xua cach nay hang trdm ndm, vao dip I& Ok Ombok, ngudi Khdme t& chirc dua ghe & Vam Tho
(Pomken tho) thudc My Xuyén, vi & dé, ghe ngo tir vung Bac Liéu, Ca Mau |én, tir vung Kién Giang
xubng déu thuan tién. Poan sdng danh cho cudc dua kha thang, dong nudc chay chdm va déu, trén
b& cé chg bua, c6 nha clra dong vui. Nhitng ngudi di xem dua thudng di bang thuyén ca chau va
thuyén ca chai dau doc hai bén bg séng. Ho dem theo ca luang thuc, ndi niéu dé ndu nudng va an
ngu tai cho.

Hang ndm, cac tinh ddng b&ng Nam bd cé dong ngudi Khd Me , va dip 1é Ok Om Bok déu c¢é t6 chirc
dua ghe ngo nhu mdt sinh hoat van hoda- thé thao truyén théng.
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