EHekthoh'gllanglhan
Vinh Linh

SYSTEM OF UNDERGROUND
SHELTERS FOR VILLAGES IN VINH LINH

NHA XUAT BAN THUAN HOA

https://tieulun.hopto.org



TRUNG TAM BAO TON DI TiCH VA DANH THANG QUANG TR

HE THONG LANG HAM VINH LINH
SYSTEM OF UNDERGOUND SHELTERS
FOR VILLAGES IN VINH LINH

NHA XUAT BAN THUAN HOA
Hué - 2008

https://tieulun.hopto.org



LOI MO AU

Con nguoi ta sinh ra, ai ciing cé quyén duoc song..
Quyén dy la dau tién, la trudc tat cd cde quyén khdc..
Quyén dy tham chi khéng phai chi danh riéng cho con
nguot ma cd cdy co, mubng thii trong thién nhién... Ngay
nay daw dé trén trdi ddt, nguoi tu cit giong lén tiéhg goi
nhdn f/uymz VoI gud nhiéu ur hoa my, nhumg ¢6 ve ho s
tinh quén mdr rdng, 1rong quven con nguoi thi quyén duoc
song, dugc ton tai la quvén 160 thiéu nhat, khoi thuy nhdt.

Co mot thoi ky kha dai mong lich sw, ddn téc Viét
Num noi chung, ngu&i ddn Qudng Tri néi riéng va cu thé
hon la con nguoi va cdy co hou 1d do tao hoa sinh ra noi
mdnh ddat Vinh Linh - VT tuyén 17 nav da khong duoc
quyén 1on tui. Ké xam luoc tuyén b6 “Phdi bién ddt nay 1o
vé thoi ky do da!”. Mot cude chién tranh huy diét duge
tién hanh vi muc tiéu: “Phdi kéo dioc bién gidgi Hou Ki
dén tan Vituyvén 17"

Mot nida triéu tan bom doi xuéng moét manh ddar 800
cdy so vuong!

Nhu vay, cudc chién ddu cia 7 van dan Vinh Linh
doi véi nua triéu tin bom dan MY la gi? Cé phdi mudn
_danh vao meoc M5, muon khung bo dan My? Tuyét nhién
la khong! Day la cude ddu trunh sinh ton dé doi quyén
séng, duogc ton tai trén chinh mdnh ddt cua minh.

Va thé la nguoi Vinh Linh phdi twa vao mdnh ddt
Vinh Linh bdng doi tuy va cuéc xeng. Ho phdi xé long ddt
thanh duong hdo chdng chit dé di lai, phdi ddo sdu xuéng
ddt thanh nhiing duong dia dao ménh méng dé dn 0, sinh
hoat. Ho phdi chia gia dinhho 16¢ ra nhiéu ham khac
nhau dé tranh hou tiét noi. Ho phdi dwa nguoi gia ra so
tdn phia ngoai Bdc dé nhé déng bao minh phung duéng,
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PREAMBLE

Rioht afier birth, everyone has the right to live. It is
the first right over all other rights. That right is preserved
for not only human being but plants. grass, animals in the
nature... as well. For these duvs, here and there in the
world, Ihman rights has been outspoken with so many
beautiful voices and words but it seems thuat thev huve
Jforgotten the right of living. of existence is the basic und
initial right in all human rights.

For a rather long period in the history. the
Vietnamese nation i general and Quang Tri in particular
or specifically people, the plunts and the nature in Vinh
Linh - 17" parallel did not have the right of existence. The
invader anmounced that “Make this land to be back to the
Stone Age”. A destructive war was carried out for the
goul: “Bring the USA border to the 17" parallel”.

Hdlf a million tons of bombs were dropped in an
ureu of 800km™. As a result, what is the fight of 70,000
people of Vinh Linh against half a million tons of bomb?
Is thut a fight 10 the American nation, a terrorist act
against American people? It 1s ubsolutely not. It is the
fight for existence to reguest the right of lving right in
their homelund.

That the reason why the Vinh Linh people had to
rely on the land by their hands. hoes and shovels. They
dug the land to make numerous ditches for traveling, dug
tunnels deep under the ground for living. They had to
separate family members to live in different shelters, in
different tunnels in order to avoid the extinction of u
SJamily. They had to move the old people to the North for
nursing and let children to be fur from home for
schooling. It is certain that the rest would stay in their
land to build artillery emplacement, hold their guns to fire
ar the USA planes.
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diu con tre di ru qué xa dé dioc hoc hanh. Va duong
nhién s6 con lai, ho phdi ddp u phao cdm sing va ban tra
may bay My!

Va thé' la, nhimg cau chuyén than ki trong long ddt
bat dau sinh ra. Nhitng cong frinh ki vi ddy huyen thoai
cua thé ki XX bdr ddu hinh thanh. 114 dia dao véi tong
chiéu dai vrén 40km dd dugc dao bdng tay trdn va cuéc
xéng. Mot cuoe song la ki da ton tai suot nhiéu nam trong
long dat véi day dit khdi niém cia su séng: Sinh con, hoc
hanh, yéu thicong, vui choi, gidi tri.. Cdi khong binh
thuomg o day la: Vom trod trén ddau va mat dar duci chan
chi khac nhau 1,80m. C6 thé coi céng trinh ki vi nay nhu
la ki quan thé giod hém nay khong?

Ban va 161, ching ta khong ai chi séng hang qud
khur. Nhu‘ng (hzmg ta czmg nhie nhdn loai, khéng thé va
khong ¢6 quven guén di quu khit. Boi qua khit khéng chi la
bai hoc vo gid cho si song hom nay ma thyc ra, nhu'ng gl
dd ting xdy ra trong quu khit nov day vdn dang con xdy ra
nmg gioy da_y do trén trdi dat nay.

Vilé dy ma cong mrinh “Lang dia dao Vinh Méc™,
mor céng trinh tiéu biéu cho 114 céng trinh ki la trén
mdnh ddat Vinh Linh van phdi giit lai. Va ciing vi 1é dy ma
ban da cé mdt ¢ day, cimg chiing t6i nhin lai lich sit va suy
nght.

Nha van Xudn Diuc
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And then the legendawry stories from the
underground came into being. The constructions of the
heentieth century wonder were established 114 tunnels
with the total length of 40km were dug by hand und hoe. A
strange life existed under the ground for many years with
the full meuning of normul living: birth, schooling, love,
and entertuinment... The abnormal thing here was that the
ground they walked on and the skies over their heads are
only 1.80m apart. Is it possible to consider this
construction us a world wonder today?

You and I, nobody of us live only by the past.
However, we as the human beings cannot und do not have
the right to forget the past. The past is not only the
valuable lesson for the present living but what had
happened here might being taking place somewhere in this
world. For that reuson, the construction of “Vinh Moc
village in the tunnel” is the typical one among 114
miraculous tunnels in Vinh Linh land. It is also the reuson
that you ure here und we look at the history and think it
over.

Writer Xuan Duc
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PAC KHU VINH LINH - HAT KIM CUONG CUA
LANHT HO VIET NAM, LUY THEP KIEN CUONG
CUA MIEN BAC XA HOI CHU NGHIA.

Vinh Linh, tén goi sau nay cta moét phan dat chau
Ma Linh da dugc hinh thanh ti khi Ly Thuong Kiét nam
phat thang loi (1069).

Tir mot x¢ sd “O chau dc dia”, chim kéu, vuon hu
x4y nén co nghiép. Thién tai, dich hoa, d6i rét, bénh tét
khong thé nao khuat phuc néi con ngudi. Cau ca dao ti
thud khai khan X n3y vdn am thim, chay qua niim thing,
nudi dudng niém tin va su séng bat diét cha su séng:

“Dumg than phdn khé ai oi

»

Con da long moc, con choi nay cdy...

Vinh Linh dugc ca nudc, ca thé gibi biét dén tu sau
Hiép dinh Gionevo nam 1954, khi Viét Nam tam chia lam
hai mién Bac - Nam, song Bén Hai la ranh gidi quan su
tam thdi. Vinh Linh, mot huyén cia tinh Quang Tri tr@
thanh dia ddu mién Bac X4 hoi chi nghia. Lich sir da chon
nol day lam diém d6i dau quyét liét nhat gifta hai thé luc
tién bd va phan dong cha loai ngudi, gilta cdi thién va cdi
dc cua thoi dal mdi, gilta khat vong thong nhit doan tu véi
di tam chia cét.

Véi am muu bién mién Nam Viét Nam thinh thudc
dia kiéu méi, dé€ quéc M§ da fim moi cach phd Hiép dinh
Gioncvo. Cung véi viéc dan 4p phong trao dau tranh cia
nhin dian & mién Nam, chiing d3 ra sic khiéu khich, giy
chién v4i luc lugng bao vé gidi tuyén & Vinh Linh. Dic
biét dén nam 1965, véi viéc dung 1én su kién Vinh Bac Bo,
dé¢ quéc My bit dau md cude chién tranh pha hoai ra mién
Bac bing khong luc, trong d6 Vinh Linh ]a mot muc tiéu
ddnh ph4 hang dau. Boi day khong chi la tién d6n mién
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SPECIAL AREA VINH LINH - THE
DIAMOND IN VIETNAM TERRITORY - THE
BRAVE AND FIRM FRONT OF THE SOCIALISM
OF THE NORTH.

Vinh Linh has lately named after Ma Linh land,
which was founded by Ly Thuong Kiet on his southern
exploration (1069).

From a “cruel area”™ dominated with bird cries and
monkey howls, this land were grown up tnto the career.
The nature calamity, the enemy, hunger and diseases can
never suppress the people here. The folk-song since the
earltest time of the land reclaim still exist silently with the
time 1o foster the belicf and the immortality of the life:

“Do not cry on the difficult fute
As long as there is a seed, there will be a tree”

Vinh Linh has been well known by the whole nation
and all over the world since the Geneva Agrecment in
1954 temporarily divided Vietnam into the North and the
South; Ben Hai river became the temporary border of the
two sides. Vinh Linh, one district of Quang Tri province
belonged to the Northern Socialism. The history had
selected this place to be the fiercest confront point
between the progressive and reactionary forces of human
beings, between the good and the evil of the new era,
between  the strong desire of a whole nation for
reunification and the wicked intention of dividing the
nation.

For the ambition to turn the Southern Vietnam into
the new colony, the Amecrican imperialism found any
means to break Geneva Agreement. They suppressed the
movements of the people In the South. In addition, they
provoked fights with the guarding force in Vinh Linh.
Especially in 1965, making up the story on the Bay of
Northern Vietnam, the Amecrican imperialistn opencd the
destructive war against the North by air and Vinh Linh
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Biic Xd hoi chu nghia mi con la dia ban true 1Uép chi vién
sUC nouol, se cia cho mién Nam.

That khé ¢6 the bk dung mot manh dit nhd hé
clir didy 820km® nhar Vinh Linh lai phai gdnh chiu mét
khoi lwong bom dan khong 16 cua d¢ quoc My tr nhidu
hudng doi vao. Tréen khong, di loai mdy bay (ké ca phio
dai bay B52) thi nhan tha bony & phia Nam, hang rao dién
1t M.c Namara vai bing chue cum phdo chia ra biy Bac

song Bén Hai lién tue nhd dan; & bién Dong, tau cua Ham
din 7 thay nhau ban vio ving dal lién Vinh Linh, Sudt
nhimg nam 1965 - 1972, hiu nhu khong ngay nao & Vinh
Linh ngdt tiéng dan nd bom rén. Trong 8 nim, ké thi di

https://tieulun.hopto.org



became their first target under the attack. This Jand is
not only the front of the Northern Socialism but also the

strong rear area supplying materials and people to the
South.

It is hardly imagined that Vinh Linh - the small area
of less than 820km? had suffered a terrible heavy amount
of bombs and artillery dropped and shot by the American
army. In the air, differcnt kinds of planes (including B52)
dropped bombs; In the South, from the McNamara
electronic line, dozen of artilleries aimed at the Northern
bank of Ben Hai river to shoot; In the East sea, battieships
in the battle fleet No.7 continuously fired at Vinh Linh.
Everyday the sound of bomb and artillery was never silent
in Vinh Linh during the period 1965 - 1972. For 8 years,
the enemy dropped in this land more than half a million
tons of bombs and artillery ammunition. On the average,
cach person of Vinh Linh had to suffer 7 tons of bomb and
ammunition.

With the traditional bravely in fights against the
invaders, the people and the military of Vinh Linh under
the direction of the Party and Uncle Ho stayed to protect
the willage and the land regardless of the sacrifice. They
kept the belief 1n their heart that “Nothing 1s as precious as
independence and freedom” is the right and holy way of
living, the right to be human being. The diamond was
brightencd in the smoke of the battle. It is the strong will
and the miracle of creativity that people here had made
constructions of wonder. It is tunnels for village people
deep under the ground, which scattered around Vinh Linh
area. This has become the legend of the twentieth century
lately. Vinh Linh deserves the Uncle Ho’s compliment:

“The American army was smashed

How heroic Vinh Linh is! The five continents all praise”

fescok
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ném xuong noi diy hon nira triéu tdn bom dan cic loai!
Tinh binh quan méi ngudi dan Vinh Linh phai ganh chiu
7 tan.

Véi truyén thong kién cuong chéng giic ngoai xam,
quan va dan Vinh Linh dudi su lanh dao cia Bang va Bac
Ho6 da khéng quan ngai hy sinh, bim dat, gilt lang, gi
vitng niém tin vao ngay chién thang “Khéng cé gi quy hon
doc ldp, ne do” 1a 1€ séng, thiéng liéng, la quyén lam
nguoi chan chinh nhat. Vién kim cuong chéi ngoi trén
tuyén lra. Va chinh y chi kién cudng vdi su sdng tao tuyét
voi ctia con ngudi noi diy da lam nén nhitng céng trinh
phong tranh doc ddo, vi dai. D6 1a hé théng lang ham nidm
sau dudi long déat, duge phan b6 khip ving dit do Vinh
Linh ma sau ndy tr& thanh “Huyén thoai” cia thé ky XX..
Vinh Linh that xtng ding vdi thu khen ngoi cia Bic Hé:

“Panh cho gidc MV tan tanh

Ndanm chdu khen ngot Vinh Linh anh hung”.

%ok
KHOI THUY CUA NHUNG TRANG HUYEN THOAI

Ngay tr nhiing nam 1964 - 19635, khi tinh hinh ving
phi quan su dién bién phdc tap va rat nhay cam thi van dée
“Quan su hou toan ddan, cong sy hoa toan khu vuc” duoc
dat ra nhu 1a mot chién lugce cho su t6n tai cta manh dat
nay. Khi qua bom My dAu tién roi xudng dat nay thi ngay
lap ufc, mot hé thong ham, hao, cong su da duge hinh
thanh.

D6 1a su ra doi cha loai hinh ch@ A, him 14n... va hé
thong giao thong hao phan bd khap vang d4t do Vinh
Linh. Ham ch@ A 1a loai ham duge k& bang gé 1am thanh 2
mang, phia trén dau mii nhau, phia duéi chan choii ra nhu
chit A. Ham lan 1a nhing h6 hinh vuéng hoac chir nhit,
phia trén dugc k& bing gb roi d6 dit 1én trén, clra him noi
vai giao thong hao. Cic loai hdm nay dugc bé tri tai noi
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Hem dap nol, khoi thity cua lang heam
The shelter, tie itial stage of the tunnel

Dao diu duo
Lyigging the tunnel
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dan cu, duong di, ven ruong, bo blcn dé tién lic c6 bdo
dong, nhan dan mau chéng vao 4n nidp. Nhiéu khi mic do
bom dan day dic, cdc can hdm dugc su dung lam bénh x4,
trudng hoc, nha tré, kho chita luong thuc. He¢ théng giao
thong hao noi ting nha, ting thon, timg xa, lién thon, lién
xa chdng: chit dan nhau. Pén gita nam 1966 toan khu vue
Vinh Linh da dao duoc 1.300km dwong hio, bang mot nira
téng chi¢u dai dar nuéc Viet Nam, lam madi trén 1 3 van
ham trd 4n. Pat dai Vinh Linh da t xé minh che chd con
ngudi. Va khi ké thil dién cuéng don tnit xudng day nhimng
loai bom dan cuc 16n thi hdm hao trén mat dat khong du
sttc bao vé con ngudi, Dang bd va nhan dan noi day da mo
mot hudng di méi, di viao long sau caa dat me qué huong.

L

HE THONG LANG HAM VINH LINH
TRANG HUYEN THOAI KY VI CUA THE KY XX.

Lang ham con goi la dia dao, xudt hién dau tién &
Viét Nam tir nim 1947 tal vung dit khang chién Phd Tho
Hoa (Tan Binh - Thanh pho Hé Chi Minh), noi day da c6
nhitng can ham dugc noi théng nhau bang hé théng dudng
hiam nam sau trong long dat. Réi sau d6, nhitmg nam 1961-
1965, 6 Ci Chi di xuat hién hé thong dia dao lan rong
khap S X, :

Vao cu6i nam 1963, dong chi Tran Nam Trung tir
Trung wong Cuc mién Nam trén dudng ra Bac cong téc da
gh(, tham lang chién didu & xa Vinh Giang (Vinh Lmh)

Sau khi quan sét dia hinh, dia chat noi day, déng chi goi y
Vinh Linh nén dio dia dqo nhur Ci Chi dé st dung. Tiép
thu y kién dé, cung véi viéc cic loai ham hao can da bi
bom dénh ph4, Pang uy Khu vuc nhan thay day 13 loal
hinh phong trdnh an toan hon, lai c6 thé thuc hién duge &
viing dat d6 Vinh Linh nén quyét dinh giao cho Bo chi huy
quan sy Khu vuce, Cong an va trang gidi tuyén va Dang uy
xd Vinh Giang nghién citu, dao thu.
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THE START OF THE LEGEND.

Since 1964 - 1965, while the area 1n the
demilitarized zone had becamc complicated, the issue of

“Militarizarion for people, being sheltered for whole
aread” became the strategy for the existence of this land.
As soon as the first American bomb was dropped onto this
land, the system of shelter and ditches had been ready.

It was the cstablishment of A-shelters, basket
shelters, tent shelters and the system of ditches going
everywhere in the Vinh Linh basaltic land.

A-shelter is made by wood with two parts and
leaned against each other at top of the shelter, its foot
stretched like A-shape. Tent shelter is a rectangular of
square hole, the top of the hole was strengthened by wood
and covered by soil, and the door of the shelter was
connected to the ditches. This kind of shelter was located
near the residency area, close to roads, fields and the

sea... so that people can easily find shelter when there was
alarm. Sometimes, when there were so many bombards
and artilleries, shelters becamc health stations, schools,
kindergartens and storehouse of food. The system of
ditches connected house-to-house, village-to-village, and
commune-to-commune. By the middle of 1966, in the
whole Vinh Linh, there were 1,300 shelters and the total
length of ditches was 1,300km equal to half of the length
of the country. The land split itself to protect people. As
the enemy madly poured into this land heavy weapons,
shelters on the surface of the land were unable to protect
people, the local Party and people got a new decision:
going deep into their homeland.

ok ¥
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Sau mot than gian, lue luong tham gia dio (cha yéu
la dan quéan va tho dio giéng) dd hoan thanh mot dia dao
dai 50m, séu cich mat dat 6-7m tat thon Tan My, day
duoc xem lid dia dao diu tién & Yinh Linh,

Tur dudmg ham tha diem dau tuén dé, khong buo lau,
hiu hét cic thon ¢d didlt do bazan déu trién khai dao dia
dao. dac bict la ving phia dong Vinh Linh nhu Vinh
Giang, Vinh Quang, Vinh Thach, Vinh Hién, Vinh Hoa,
Yinh Kim. Vinh Nam...

Di lai dieor giao thong hao
Walking in the trench
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SYSTEM OF UNDERGROUND SHELTERS FOR
VILLAGES IN VINH LINH - THE MIRACULOUS
LEGEND OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY.

The underground shelters for villages as the tunnels
first appeared in Vietnam in 1974 at resistance zone Phu
Tho Hoa (Tan Binh - Ho Chi Minh City). At that place,
there were shelters deep under the ground connected by
ditches. Then in 1961 - 1965, the tunnel at Cu Chi
appcared 11 all 5 communes.

By the end of 1963, Mr. Tran Nam Trung {rom
Southem Central Committee dropped by Vinh Giang
commune (Vinh Linh) on the way from the South to the
North. After studying the topography and the geological
featurcs of the land, he recommended Vinh Linh to dig the
tunnel as Cu Chi had. Because shelters on the surface of
the ground were often destroyed by bombs and taking his
opinion into consideration, the Party saw the tunnel would
be safer shelter in the basaltic land in Vinh Linh. The
Party of the area decided to assign the Military
headquarter of the area, the border line police force and
the Party of Vinh Giang commune to study the situation
for the trial of digging tunnels.

Then the trial force (mainly guerrilla and well-
digging workers) dug a tunncl of 50m long and 6 - 7m
decp at Tan My village. This was considered the first
tunnel m Vinh Linh.

From the first trial tunnel, not long after that, most
village especially in the East of Vinh Linh as Vinh Giang,
Vinh Quang, Vinh Thach, Vinh Hien, Vinh Hoa, Vinh
Kim, Vinh Nam... where there is basaltic land, started
digging tunnels.

By the middle of 1966, there were dozen of tunncls
m Vinh Linh. However, those tunnels are short and not
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bén gita nam 1966, ca Vinh Linh da cé hang chuc
dia dao duge hinh thanh, tuy nhién kiéu dia dao nady con
ngan va cich mat dat chua siu nén con goi la teéu dao,
trung dao.

Hoc phi ctia sur thanh bai trong chién tranh khong
chi ¢6 mo6 hoi ma con la mau, Qua cude thir nghiém trong
cuéc déi din ngay cang dc liét, hé thong tiéu dao nay vin
chira dip ung duoce véu ciu tra. truc, chién didn modt cach
an toan cho nhan dan vung gic tuyén, tham chi da gay ra
khong it 1on thit vé nhian mang. Dién hinh la cdc vu: Dia
dao Don Du¢ (Vinh Hoa) hi bom dénh sap ngay 26/2/1967
lam chét 4 nguoi. dia dao Tian Ly (Vinh Quang) ngay
20/6/1967 sap lam chét 6] nguol, dia dao Xém Bodc
(Vinh Thach) bi sap ngay 27/7/1967 da ¢6 22 ngudi chét,
dia dao Binh Minh (Vinh Hicen) sap ngay 10/9/1967 lam
chét 39 nguoi

Hoi hop
cluot dia due
Meeting in
the tunnel
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very deep in the ground so they were called small or
mediuvm tunnels.

Lessons for the successes of failures of the war were
not only the sweat but blood as well. For the first
experiment in the increasing war, the system of small and
medium tunnels had not met the safety for fights and
shelters. Sometimes, there were great losses of lives. For
example: Don Due tunnel (Vinh Hoa) was collapsed by
bomb on February 26™ 1967 and 4 people died; Tan Ly
tunne] (Vinh Quang) was collapsed by bomb on June 20"
1967 and 61 people died; Booc hamlet tunnel (Vinh
Thach) was collapsed on July 27™ 1967 and 22 people
died; Binh Minh tunnel (Vinh Hien) was collapsed on
September 10™ 1967 and 39 people died. ..

The more the American imperialism tried to destroy,
the stronger will {or existence and victory by the people of
this land was. With the slogans: “FEach hamlet. each
villuge is a fighting stronghold”, “The whole Vinh Linh
started so march deep into the ground. Every house,
hamlet und people dug tunnels”

By the end of 1968, almost 70 villages of 15
communes in Vinh Linh got tunnels. Tunnels at that time
were not simply the shelter and fighting post as Cu Chi
tunne]. They became the existence environments. The
living “submerged” deep 30m down into the ground.

If counting typical tunnels in Vinh Linh, there were
114 village tunnels with the total length of more than
40km. This has not counted 2,000km of ditches and the
system of thousands small and medium tunnels.

The advantages of the village tunnels were that there
were more wells, doors; they were longer and deeper. All
these factors made tunnels stronger and easy to rescue
people 1n case of being collapsed.

Each village tunnel includes one main tunne! going
through the residency area or through hills (the length of
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be quéc My cang dién cu611g huy diét thi y chi tén
tai va chién thing cta con ngudi va manh dét noi day cing
bat khuat, kién cu’o‘ng Véi khau hiéu “Mot tac khéng di,
mort ly khong rot”, “Moi lang, xd la mot phdo dai chién
ddu”, ca Vinh Linh rim rod tigén sau vio long dit. Moi nha,
moi thon, ngudi ngudi dao dia dao. Dén cu6i nam 1968,
gin 70 lang cua 15 x4, thi trdn & Vinh Linh di ¢6 dia dao.
Dia dao lic nay khong con don thuan la nhitng dudng hiam
trd 4n va chién dau nhw & Ca Chi ma that su da tro ‘thanh
mot khong gian sinh tén. Su séng da lan sau xudng long
dat, c6 not am 30m.

Néu chi tinh cdc lang hidm tiéu biéu thi toan khu
vue Vinh Linh ¢6 114 lang ham v6i d6 dai hon 40km. D6
13 chua ké he théng giao thong hao dai hon 2.000km, he
théng him hzo, tiéu dao 1én dén hang chuc ngan chiéc.

Uu diém cla cdc dia dao - lang him la c¢6 nhiéu
giéng, cita va dai, sau hon. DPay 1a nhing yéu 16 lam cho
lang ham thém ving chac va dé dang dng cdu ngudi bi
nan,

Méi lang ham déu bao goém: Mot truc dudng hdm
chinh chay dai trong khu vue dan cu hoac Xuyén qua cAc
qua déi (tay theo timg chic nang sy dung cha timg dia dao
ma do dai truc chinh nay ngan hay dai). Tu truc chinh, c6
cdc nhdnh toa ra cic noi dé nédi véi hé thdng can ho, kho
bép, gleno nudc, cira ra vao... Hau hét hinh d4ng cic dia
dao cé dang hinh vom & trén, phing & dudi. Kich thudc
trung binh cao 1,6 - 1,9m, rong 0,9 - 1,2m.

Diéu ddng chi ¥ Ia dia dao & Vinh Linh thuong chay
ngoan ngodo, theo hinh chit chi (Z) nham tao ra nhitng ché
gip khic chac chan hon. Tai cdc cla ra vao, du’o‘ng ham
chay ngoan ngoeo rat thuan loi cho viéc chin céc loal
bom, dan chui thing vio dja dao.

H¢ thong dia dao & Vinh Linh lic nay thuc su 1a
nhﬁ‘ng lang ngﬁ‘m dudi long dat. Léng ¢d ddy di chire nang
cia né: Nha & (can hd), hoi trudng, bénh x4, tru sd chinh
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the main tunnel is dependent on the usage and function of
the tunnel), From the main tunnel, there are branches
connecting house shelter, kitchens, storage, wells, doors. ..
Most tunnels were made with the vault over the head and
the flat platform. The average height is 1.6 - 1.9m and
width of 0.9 - 1.2m,

It is noted that tunnels in Vinh Linh go in Z-shape to
make 1t strong in zigzag points. At the entrances or exist of
tunnels, tunnels often have sudden turns, which help to
prevent bornbs or ammumitions getting inside tunnels.

Bia dao dot T - Vinh Hou
The tunnel of the Unit No.l - Vinh Hou commune

The system of tunnels in Vinh Linh is in fact for
village living under the ground, The village here got its
full meaning: homes. meeting hall, health post. place for
local wuthonties. schools, Kindergartens, store house,
Kichens, well.. .

In order to set up “a miracle in the ground”, people
of “the firing land™ - Vinh Linh had to spend a great deal
of materials, labour, time and even lives.
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quyén, trudng hoc, nha tré, kho, bép, going... Song dé c6
duge ky tich Vi dai d6, mot “Huyén thoai rong long ddt”
ngudi din Vunq ddt Iia” Vinh Linh di bo ra biét bao
cong sic, tai san va ca xuong mau,

Cong viéc dao dia dao dién ra trong hoan canh cuc
ky gian nguy: Dao duéi mua bom bio dan. Chi cin phit
hlen ra dau vét dat méi la dich cho tha bom xudng ngay
dia diém dé.

D3 timg ¢ nhiéu noi trong lic dio di bi bom danh
tring 1am thiét hai 1dn cho nhén dan.

Tat ca nhing dung cu tr tho so dén hién dai déu
dugc huy dong téno Iy cho viée “Khai phd long ddt”.
Hang tram ngoi nhi g6 duge dd xuong dé ke chong vom
ham.

Cau ca dao thud d6 con 4m vang dén tin bay gio:
“ Nha tan cva ndt citng i
Panh xong gidc M cuc chu suong sau”.

Quy trinh ddo moét dia dao duge bit ddu bang mot
ban v& hinh hai trén gidy va su do dac udc lugng trén mat
dat. San d6 nguoi ta chia ra khoang 50m dao mot giéng..
Mot 16 chiing 4 dén 5 ngudi bat dau khai pha vao long dat
bing dao giéng xudng do sdu duoc dn dinh. Réi tir do, ho
kien nhan dao thinh dudng hdm 1ién vé phia nhau, LY
thuyét thl nhu vay, nhung thuc t€ khong dé dau gi. Nhimg
nguoi hang x6m sudt doi chong cua thay nhau d6, khi
xudng long dat tim gip duoc nhau khong khac gi nhiing
con ngudi (U nhicu hanh tinh fim tin hiéu lién lac. Doi ki
dao mii qud d6 dai can thiét ma khong gidp mat nhau. Ho
diing cude, xéng dap thinh thich vao bo dat, ldn‘g nghe
ti€ng dot Am u ving dén. Dau d6 cb thé Ia bén i, bén
ph'u duéi dat hodc trén ddu... Trong béng dém tham tram
cua long dat me, con ngudi khao khat gap nhau. Cudc tim
kiém dong bao, déng lml mang ddy mau sic hoang so
nhung lat ch'm chifa niém tin cua thoi dai Hé Chi Mmh
nié¢m tin vio nén doc lap - te do clia mét dan toc bat diét.
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The work of digging tunnels was extremely difficult
and dangerous: digging under the storm of bombs and
ammunition. If any sign of new soil werc detected, the
enemy would immediately drop tons of bombs on that
place. Bombards like caused losses to many places where
people were digging tunnels.

Many simple or modem tools were mobilized for the
“exploring the ground”. Hundreds of wood house were
taken apart to support the tunnel arch. The song of that
time still sounds here and there at the moment:

“Regardless of collupsed or destroyed house
Accepting the difficulties to win the fight aguinst
American army for a berter life in the future”.

The process of digging a tunncl started with a
drawing and the cstimated measurement on the ground.
Then people dug wells of 50m apart. Each group of 4 - 5
people started the ground exploration by digging wells to a
certain depth, Then they patiently dug the tunnel towards
each other side direction. The theory seemed easy but
reality was not. People meeting each other on the ground
everyday would find 1t difficult to get in contact deep In
the ground. They looked like pcople from different planets
looking for communication signals. Somectimes they dug
the tunne!l longer than cxpected but did not sec their
partners on the other end. They beat on the wall of the
tunnel; silently listen to the echo of the ground.
Somewhere on the left, the right or above, in the darkness
of the motherland, people were longing for seeing each
other. The search for their partners in the ground reflected
something ancient but full of the strong faith of Ho Chi
Minh generation on independence and freedom of an
1immortal nation.

Such are difficulties and constraints. With the hard
work, creativity and great efforts, Vinh Linh military
forces and people had made a huge construction for three
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Kho khan, gian khé chong chit nhu vay, song vdi su
ciin ¢, sang tao, nd hee phi lhmmg din quén Vinh Linh
va lue lugmg va trang dong irén dia ban trdl qua 3 nam
(IL)(){) - 1968 ) da lam nen maot cong trinh do 6, mal thanh
qui fao dong vi dai; Do trén 3 759.270m* dit di trong
diéu kién chién tranh dc 1ict d¢ tao nén hé théng lang him
dudi 1ong dat.

Mai dia dao la hinh anh thu nho cia mot lang qué
dirose kien tao dudi long dat. PBudng ham chinh la duvong
lang, cac o dat L can ho 2la dinh. Ngoi nhi chung coa
lang la hol trudmg ducic Kot rong trong dudng him vii
stic chira 40 - 80 ngudd, 1 not thudng dién ra ¢ac cude hol
haop, sih heat van nghé... Ngoii ra, lang ham cbn ¢
aiéng mude, nha tre. ho sinde, tram x4, .

OF TUNNEL ARER e

Sordo dia dao Vinh Moc
The chart of Vinh Moc tunnel

Cuoc sdng dudi long dat hién nhién la khéng dé
chiu lam, hau hét cac lang ham deu uét kiém chit licu thap
sdng nhu ddu hoa, m@... Vi vay, trong dia dao ludn thiéu
anh sdng, chi nhimg lic cdn thiét nhu hoi hop, cip ciu
bénh nhén, cham séc tré so sinh... mai ding dén.
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years (1966 - 1968): digging 3, 759,270m’ of soil to set up
a system of tunnels under the ground in the fierce war.

Each tunnel was a miniature of cach village in the
ground. The main tunnel were the village path, shelter
were houses. The community hall would be the meeting
hall in the tunnel for 40 - 80 people’s mecting. It was the
place for people to gather for discussion and arts
performance. In addition, there were wells, kindergartens,
nursery house, and health station. ..

It is certain that living under the ground is not easy.
Most tunnels had to save kerosene and fat for light. As a
resull, there was the shortage of light in the tunnel except
for meeting, patient and childbirth...

Cooking had to be done in the tunne]. Smoke was
not allowed to apparent on the ground and the sky because
the enemy could detect the location and dropped tons of
bombs. Vinh Linh peoplc created Hoang Cam cooker,
which can limit smoke rising apparently above the ground
(there were small tunnels to disperse smoke before letting
smoke uprising on the ground).

There were more than 60 babies bomn in the tunnels.
There were special shelters in the tunnel for birth delivery
and children care. In the utmost difficuliies of life, the
smiles of children were still heard as a symbal of
immortality of people n this land.

The singing voice would never be choked. In every
village, thcre was the arts team. The whole Vinh Linh was
full of singing because thcre was one slogan “The singing
volce outweighed the noises of bombs™.

The tunnels in Vinh Linh were not only the
residency and activities of villages but also the working
places for local governments and the military forces.

The area Party of Vinh Linh and the Admmaistration
Committec was 1n the concrete tunnel in Vinh Tien - Nam
Ho (Ho Xa township), Nam Hung (Vinh Nam), Hien Dung
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Viéc ndu an ciling phai duy tri dudi 1ong dia dao. nfu
khong duge khoi boc 1én mat dat, 1am 16 bi mat, dich phat
hién s€ doi bom. Nguoi dian Vinh Linh di tao ra loai bép
Hoang Cam, nau duge dudi 1ong dat ma han ché béc khoi
ién trén (c6 nhitg dudng ham nhd din khéi tiéu tin lén
mit dat ar tr qua 16p dat mong).

b3 ¢d hon 60 dira tr¢ duge sinh ra trong long dia
dao. C6 nhiéu can hdm dugc tao ra dé lam phong ho sinh,
nhd nuoi day tré. Trong muén van gian khé vin vang lén
tiéng cudi ndi cia tré tho nhua ching minh cho sic s6ng
bat diét clia con ngudi noi day.

Va tiéng hdt, 161 ca hau nhu khong bao git b dap
tit. Lang ndo ciing ¢6 doi vin nghé xung kich. Ca Vinh
Linh o dang tiéng hat véi khau hieu: “ Tiéng hat ar
tieng bom” .

Hé théng lang ham Vinh Linh khong chi 14 noi an,
O. sinh hoat caa dian quan dia phuong bam tru ma con ia
noi dat tru s6 1am viéc cia céc co quan nha nudc, cdc cap
chinh quyén va la doanh trai cua luc lugng vi trang déng
trén dia ban.

Co quan Khu uy Vinh Linh, Uy ban Hanh chinh
khu vuc di timg déng tai cdc ham ngam beé tong & Vinh
Tién - Nam Ho (thi tran H6 X4d), Nam Hung (Vinh Nam),
Hién Ding (Vinh Hoa)... Chinh quyén cic xd thuong
chon nhing thon dong dan, ¢d lang him quy mo dé dat
tru 0. Luc lugng vii trang ¢6 dia dao riéng nham git bi
mat quan su, duge phan bd nhi¢u noi ¢6 vi tri chién luge
quan trong nhu ¢ x6m Tram (An Du Nam), Cia Tung
(Vinh Quang), Tung Luat (Vinh Giang), D61 7 (Thuy
Trung - Vinh Trung), Khe Hé6 (Vinh Ha). Mai Si (Vinh
Thach)... Ngoii ra, hau hét cic dia dao ciua dan déu la
noi tré 4n, truc chién va nghi ngoi clia bo doéi chu luc, bo
dot dia phuong hanh quan qua hoac déng trén dia ban,
nhiéu khi vdi s6 luong 16n.
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(Vmh Hoa)... Commune authoriues often sclected crowded
village with sizable wnnels for their working place. For
military purpose and scerecy, the army force had their own
tunnels at Tram village (An Du Nam), Cua Tung (Vinh
Quang), Tung Luat (Vinh Giuang), Team 7 (Thuy Trung -
Vinh Trung), Khe Ho (Vinh L), Mui Si (Vinh Thach)... In
addition, all other tunnels dug by people are the shelter,
guarding post and resting place for regular and local
soldiers m the arca. sometime with a big number,

Bicu dién van nghé dicon ham hoi mudng dia dao.
The art performance in the underground hall of the tunnel

In addition. the village tunnels in Vinh Linh are the
food and arms storage places. They could store dozen tons
of food and goods supply from the North to the South and
Con Co 1s]and.

After 1972, two-third of Quang Tri province was
liherated, The system ol village tunnels become valuable
historical remains which remind of the heroic and brave
time of local people and mulitary forces of heroic “Steel
stronghold™. They become “the ancient castles of so many
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Bén canh d6, hé théng lang ham Vinh Linh con la
kho chita luomg thue, vii khi véi quy md lIén, c6 thé chia
hcmg chuc tan lwong thue, hang hoa tir mién Bic chuyén
vao dé tiép vien cho mién Nam vi d&o Cén Cb.

Sau nam 1972, khi 2/3 tinh Quing Tn duqc giai
phong, hé th6ng lang ham trd thanh di tich lich st c6 gid
tri, ghi ddu 4n mét thoi hao hung, bat khuét cia quan dan

Luy thép” anh hung, trd thanh “Ldu dai ¢6 gtau km biét
bao diéu ky la ctia con nguwoi da lam ra né va cua thoi
dai ma né duwoc sinh ra”.

- ok sk

LANG PIA PAO VINH \/IOC (VINH THACH),
MOT CONG TRINH TIEU BIEU CHO HE THONG
LANG HAM VINH LINH

Vinh Méc la mét lang qué toa lac trén mét khu doi
dat do bazan nam sit by bién, cich thi tran H6 X4 chimg
14km vé phia Dong, cdch Clra Tung 6km vé phia Bac. .

Trong nhimg nam chong My citu nude, Vinh Méc
khong chi 1a dia ddu mién Bic ma con 1a dia diém thuan
loi cho viéc tﬁp két hro‘ng thue, vii khi tiép t€ cho ddo Cén
Co, mot dao ¢6 vi trf chién luoc quan trong trong Vviéc an
gilr ving bién Vinh Linh (cach Vinh Méc 28km).

Nguyén gdc, hé théng nay gobm 3 dia dao chinh: Dia
dao ciia Don Bién phong 140, dia dao cla quan dan Vinh
Mé6c va dia dao cia quan dan Son Ha. Sau dé, yéu cau
phoi hop chién dau va phuc vu chién d&u, 3 dia dao nay
duoc noi thong v4i nhau thanh mot hé théng lién hoan
l\hep kin véi quy mé khi 16n. Hé th()ng dudng ham cé
tOng chiéu dai 1.701m véi 13 ctlra ra vao (7 clra thong ra
bién, 6 cira di lén doi).

Do yéu céu bio toan tinh mang con ngudi va tai san
lau dai, cho nén cdu tric trong long dia dao hop 1y khoa
hoc: Doc hai bén dwong him dugc khoét siu va taora
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nhimg can ho da chéd cho 2 dén 4 ngudi sinh hoat, Mat
hing dlrcmg ham duge dio nghieng wr 2" - 3" dé dé ding
thodt nurde, "Toim bo dudmg ham chia lam ? 1ang noi 111011;__
vl nhau quat true chinh it 7RO ¢ Tang 1 cach mit dat X -
10 Tiang 2: cich 12 - 13m: Tang 3: cich khodng 23m).

[

Ngoal ra, trong dudmg him con ¢d hon truomg (chira
khoang 60 ngudni, diing s no hioi hop, xem phim), bang
tin. Illm ho sinh, 3 giéng nude, nhi vé sinh. tram plmu
thuit, bép Hoang Cam. kho gao. tram dat miay dién
thoai... Pac biet, trong long diat nay di thm,g ki¢n su ra
don enta 17 dia tre.

Pay la comg rinh huy dong toian bo tri tué, sire juc
phi thudng cua quan va dan Vinh Moc va Iye luong vil
trang (don [40). 1o da dm tham tranh thu mei lic dé dio
va van chuyén hon 6,000m" dit da, dong gdp gin 18,000
neay cony,

Chi vién cho ddo Con Co
Assistance to Con Co island

https://tieulun.hoptolérg



miracles about people who founded them and about the
time that they were born 1n”’.

* %k

VINH MOC TUNNEL (VINH THACH), A TYPICAL
CONSTRUCTION OF THE VILLAGE TUNNELS
IN VINH LINH

Vinh Moc is a village located on a basaltic-soil hill
by the sea. It is about 14km from Ho Xa town to the East
and about 6km from Cua Tung to the North.

During the fight against American for the nation
reunification, Vinh Moc was not only the front of the
North but also the food storage place and supplier for Con
Co island. This island gets a strategic location for the
protection of Vinh Linh (28km from Vinh Moc).

Originally, this system got three main tunnels: the
tunnel of the border-guard force 140, the tuninel of the
Vinh Moc guerillas and the tunnel of the Son Ha guerillas.
Then due to the mission for fights and cooperation, the
three tunncls were connected to be one big inter-linked
system. The system 1s 1701m long with 13 entrances and
exit (7 to the sea and 6 to the top of the hill).

For safety and long usage, the architecture of the
tunnel is rather properly scientific. Along the tunnels,
there are shelters for families of 2 - 4 (People. The floor of
the tunnel was done in a slope of 2 - 3 for water drainage.
The whole tunnel consists of 3 floors connected by the
main tunnel (the 1¥ floor is 8-10m deep; the 2™ floor is
12-15m deep and the 3™ floor is 23m deep).

On addition, in the tunncl, there are the meeting hall
(for about 60 pcople for meeting and movie showing), the
operating room, Hoang Cam kitchen, food storehouse, the
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Trong gan 2.000 ngay dém ton tal dudi long dat da
udn lén s tich ki dicu cta con nguoi not day. Hon nira, ho
khong chi thu dong trinh bom ddn bao todan muang song
ma con to chic danl dich ngay trén qué huong, van
chuyén, tip két luong thue, vii khi, cap ciu thuong binh vi
dic biet 16 chirc hing triun chuyén thuyén cam tr van tii
cho dao Con Co, Pio Cén Co dimg vimg. duge Pang va
Nhi nudc tuyén duong hai lin anh himg 6 sy dong gop
ximg ding cha con ngudi va lang ham Vinh Mac.

:-'il.': : .:._.- .
Chui tich Quoc hoi Truong Chinh
tham dia dao Vinh Moc nam 1974.

Chairman of Nationul Assembly
Truong Chinh visited Vinh Moc tunnel in 1974

Nam 1976, B&6 Van héa - Thong tin da cong nhin

ling dia dao Vinh Méc 1a di tich Quoc gia va dua vao
danh muyc cdc di tich dac biét quan trong. Ca quan chic
nang di nhiéu ldn tring tu, ton tao dé phdl huy tac dung.
Du Khich trong va ngoai nuée dén day ngay cang nhiéu dé
chiém ngudng “Ki tich doc ddo nay, hang ngan dﬁmg cam
tuong cua du khich vo cung than phuc truée tai i, y chi
cua con ngudi Viét Nam. Hién tai, diy la mot trong nhimg
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lelephone post... especially this tunnel witnesses births of
17 babies.

This mobilized all the ¢fforts and minds of people

and mibtary force of Vinh Moc and the border-guard force

1400 They ~.|ILmh dug and move more than 6000[11 of soil
and rock within more than 18,000 Labour days.

In 2000 days and nights in the tunoel, the miracles
of people here were brightened, They did not passively
sulfer the bombing. They orgunized to fight against the
enemy, to  transport mpphca of foud, ammunitions,
medicine and rescue injuries. Especially they organized
hundreds of death-braving boats bringing supplies to Con
Co 1sland under the range of bomb and artillery. Con Co
stood firmly and was awarded two heroic rewards by the
Government partly thanks to the precious contribution
t'rom people and the tunnel of Vinh Moc.

Torkhap cde hiu lue, du khach déd dén vai dia duo Vinh Mée
Tonrises fraom ol over the werld visted Vinh Méc Tunnel
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dicm chu yén ctia tuyeén du heh noi tigng D.M.Z. Lang dia
dao Vinh Moc miai mai 13 noi gido (JUL truyén thong yeu

nude sinh dong cho cite the he, id diem du lich ki thii, hi p
dian cho Khideh tham gquan,

Huyén thoai trong long dat
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In 1976, the Ministry of Culture and Communication
approved that Vinh Moc tunnel is the national remains and
put 1n the list of special importance. Local authorities and
relevant agencies have maintained and restored the tunnel
for its value. More and more tourists from the whole
country and foreign countries come here to admire the
miraculous symbol. Thousands of thoughts and notes
show the admires of visitors to the strong will and talents
of Vietnamese people. At the present, this is an important
wurist site in the famous tour D.M.Z. the Vinh Moc
village tunnel will remain forever the place to educate
future generations the patriotism and an attracting site to
VISItOrS.

% k%
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33 Chu Van An - Hué¢
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Fax: 054.848345

Email: nxbthuanhoa@ von.vn
e ek

Chiu trach nhiém xuat ban:
Chiu trdch nhiém noi dung:

Bién tap:

Dich tiéng Anh:
Stra ban in:
Trinh bay:

Anh bia:

Anh trong:

Nguyén Duy To
Ngo Thanh Bao
Nguyén Quang Chic
Luong Ha

Lé Bic Hoang

Lan Anh

Thanh Song

Tu liéu

T Tidu, St So, Thiao Ngan

In 5.000 cuén, khé 12,5 x 20,5cm. In tai Cong ty C6 phin in
Thuan Phdt. S6 dang ky KHXB: 721 - 2008/CXB/13 - 26/ThuH.
Quyét dinh XB s6: 105/QD-XBTH céip ngay 15-9-2008. In xong va

nop luu chiéu thang 9 nam 2008.

https://tieulun.hopto.org



[9v216) ]
j =227 g5 .
ThH - 08 2008/13 26[

Gid: 12.0004
https://tieulun.hopto.org



	HỆ THỐNG LÀNG HẦM VĨNH LINH LÀNG ĐỊA ĐẠO VĨNH MỐC (VĨNH THẠCH), MỘT CÔNG TRÌNH TIÊU BIỂU CHO HỆ THỐNG LÀNG NGẦM VĨNH LINH
	LỜI NÓI ĐẦU
	ĐẶC KHU VĨNH LINH-HẠT KIM CƯƠNG CỦA LÃNH THỔ VIỆT NAM, LŨY THÉP KIÊN CƯỜNG CỦA MIỀN BẮC XÃ HỘI CHỦ NGHĨA
	KHỞI THỦY CỦA NHỮNG TRANG HUYỀN THOẠI
	HỆ THỐNG LÀNG HẦM VĨNH LINH TRANG HUYỀN THOẠI KỲ VĨ CỦA THẾ KỶ XX
	LÀNG ĐỊA ĐẠO VĨNH MỐC (VĨNH THẠCH), MỘT CÔNG TRÌNH TIÊU BIỂU CHO HỆ THỐNG LÀNG NGẦM VĨNH LINH



