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Chwong Thir Nhat

Thang Tich khong bao gio biét mat miii thay né. T
khi n6 biét... nhin, né chi nhin thay hai con mat ciia mot
nguoi dan 6ng dit ton nhin ndé mot cach, néu khong han
la thu oan thi cling la cuc ky ghét bo. N6 ghét cai nhin
cling nhu cai nhin dy ghét no.

Ma tir khi n6 biét... nghe, n6 chi nghe thay nguoi dan
ong ay rua nd sau khi da khao nhiing cai nén than vao
dau no :

- B6 an béo, chét me may di !

Cau rua ay in sau vao khoi 6c tho ngay cua no, roi
dem dén cho n6é mot quyét dinh : «Khong bao gio an
bao ai dé cho ngudi ta ¢ thé ria minh va khao minhy.

Vi thé cho nén mot budi trra mua he Ha N§1 nong
nhu mdt 10 banh tay, no ro1 bo cai dia nguc cua nguoi ta
goi la nha ra di tim k€ muu sinh.

Nam 4y n6 1én chin. N6 xét thdy c6 du strc luc va tri
khon dé nudi séng. N6 ca quyét nhu thé, no tin chic
nhu thé sau mot tran thugng cang chan, ha cang tay cta
duong nd, va sau mot hoi «diao ong bsi cha» lam cho nd
dau dén ciing chang kém don danh.
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Duong nd danh né chan, chti né chan roi udng ruou,
r0i say rugu, roi ngl ngay pho pho. Mau mau n6 dua
con cai Ty cho thang Hau 1a dtra em dau long cta duong
nd, nam ay kém no cé ba tudi, roi ra khoi tap nha 14 toi
tan

D3 qua cai ngd lay 161, gan dén phé Kham Thién, nd
suc nhd ra rang con cai Ty chua dn com, no lai quay
lai dinh bung nha com moén cho con cai Ty roi méi
di. Nhung n6 vira dén dau nha thi di nghe thiy tiéng
duong nd gam 1én nhu ho

- Thang 6ng ménh ! thang an hai ! di dau khong do
em dé n6 khoc thé ?

N lai voi vang quay ra.

Thi ra vi thang Hau khong biét bé em, dé em khoc
lam cho duong no thirc day. Nhitng khi duong n6 dang
ngu, bi dé giac nhu thé, duong nd danh no thi phai biét.
So bi dugng nod tim vé dé danh, nd cam co chay.

Ra dén pho Kham Thién, né gip thang Soc ling-
thiing di vé :

- Anh Tich di dau day ? Vé liy com cho em an chtr
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Thang Soc la dira con thr hai cua duong no. Nguoi
ta goi no la thang «Sdc» vi luc nao nod cling tho 10 miii
xanh.

N6 xoa dau em :

- Com hét roi, con mot it phai dé nhai cho con Ty.
Thang Soc oa khoc :

- Thé em khong c6 com a ?

Theo thoi quen, thang Tich quic mat :

- May vura an budi sang con an gi ? Pua lam thi dung
chong doi a ?

Thang Soc im ngay tiéng khoc, nhung miéng van con
méu xéch :

- Em c¢6 dua nhicu dau.
Phut tir biét van 13 cai phat 1am cho nguoi ta cam
dong, thang Tich nam tay em, r61 vo vO vao ban tay.

- Thoi may hay chiu kho cho dé tao ra cho xem u da
kiém dugc gao chua, tao lay vé thoi cho ma an.

- Thé anh di mau 1én nhé, co cai gi hay hay anh lay
vé cho em vo1 nhé.
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Cai gi hay hay ¢ day la cu khoai, dau, mia, hay cai
khuy, cai hop ma thang Tich thudng nhit duge & cho
dem vé cho nhitng dira em cung me khac cha. Mdi lan
nhat dugc nhu thé, né hi hon dem ve, gio 1én, roi nhay
cdn may vong moi dua cho cac em sau mot hoi :

- Hay 1am ! hay lam !

Cac em nd quen di, cho nén méi khi né di dau vé déu
hoi no :

- Co cai gi hay bay khong hé anh Tich ?

Va mot khi n6 di dau :

- C6 cai gi hay hay, 1ay cho em nhé.

Sau mot tiéng v, thiang Tich quay di. Nhung vira di
dugc may budc, né lai quay lai méc tui lay hai con quay

cham di 1én nude bong long dua cho thang Soc :

- Bay con «anh chi» nay cho may, con con «tau bay»
nay dua cho Thang Hau.

Hai con quay dy danh tit 1am, xua nay cdc em no
thuong ao wdc, nhung nd van giit 1ay dé choi khong
cho; ngdy nay, né dinh bo nha di tim ké nuéi song, né
con gitt 1am gi céi thtr 6 choi tré con ay.
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Thang Soc dugc quay, ming 1J :

- U... r, anh cho em that & ? Anh cho em hén a ?
Thang Tich gt dau :

- Cho that. Thé... & nha ngoan nhé.

No6i xong né u té chay.

N6 chay mot mach ra dén truge cira nha dau, bong
n6 nghe c6 tiéng ngudi goi tén nd. Nghe tiéng quen, né
ding lai. Thi ra ngudi ban mia cling & x6m «Nha 1a»
V61 u nd.

- May di dau ma chay tat ta va nudc mat nudc miii
the kia ?

Luc bay gio, né mdi biét rang n6 da khoc. N6 di khoc
vi nhiéu 18 : thuong em, thuong me va cling c6 mgt chut
thuong th?ly. Néu théy no6 khong bi mot tai nan ma chét
som ? Thi c6 18 bay gid nd cling dugc cap sach di hoc
nhu may thang bé dang tho than ¢ dudi gbe bang kia.
U n6 cha van thuong bao rang thay né xua kia cung nd
lam hay sao ?

- Duong may lai danh may va dudi may di phai khong?
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Cau hoi ay bdng dem dén cho mot nghi luc. Nghi dén
cai qua khu, khoc nhu thé dé lam gi nira ! Mat no tu
nhién rdo hoanh. N6 phudn cai nguc ma 16 thung cta
chiéc 4o dé 16 nhitng duong xuwong :

- Khong ! Ty toi toi di. To6i khong can dung & nha
nua.

Giong no1 cung cap, lam cho nguodi ban mia kinh
ngac. Nguoi ban mia nhin n6 bang mot con mat hoai
nghi :

- May di dau ? bi lam «ma-ca-bongy» phai khong ?
N6 nhtin vai :

- Pi kiém an, ch{ lai di 1am «ma-ca-bongy thi di lam
gi?
- Ngir nay thi kiém an gi ? Kiém an chiu, d6i lai bo

A

V€.
- O, day roi bac xem. Toi khong bao gio bo vé.

Gigng ca quy€t cua no lam cho nguot hang mia nhin
chdam chi vao no :

- May dinh b6 nha di that day a ?
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- Bac bao chang that thi dbi a ?

- Thé may khong sg u may a ?

Cau hoi ay 1am cho long thang Tich bong se lai, nhung
no van co cung :

- Nhung u t6i ciing khong bénh dugc t6i, ctr dé cho
«nguoi tay danh to1, chuai toi...

- Thi dén u may «ngudi ta» ciing danh nhu ché lam
thit nita 1a may. Phai cai con ngudi nd thé thi lam thé
nao. Thoi vé di, khong chiéu u may vé khong thay may,
lai khoc hét nude mat day thoi.

Théng Tich vut nhé lai nhitng 14n u n6 khoc, roi thi
n6 khong ciing dugc nita. N6 ngoi bét ngay xuong canh
ganh mia, 6m mat khoc tu tu.

Nguo1 ban mia bong cam dong, s€ 1ay tay vuot toc
no, ro1 vo ve :

- Thoi con, nin di, & d61 mo1 nguoi mot canh...

Nguoi ban mia chi néi dugc dén day. Nudc mat da
dua dén chen hong ltc nao.

Nghe nguo1 ban mia khoc, thang Tich quay dau nhin,
r01 n6 thay can phai an Ui y cling nhu y vira mdéi an ui
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no :

- Tuy thé, nhung bac ciing con sudng hon u toi. Bac
giai khong danh bac bao gio.

Ba nguoi linh kho do di qua, dung lai mua mia. Nguot
ban mia vo1 lau nudc mat :

- Mot xu mot tim ddy - Thé u may c6 biét khong ?
- Bay gid mia dat, cac 6ng tinh 10i 13i dugc bao nhiéu.
Mot xu mot tim cac ong c6 bang long mua thi t6i roc -
Nay cho may mot tam day nay.

- Khong, t61 khong an

N6 vira gat tim mia, vira démg day.

- Théi thé di vé di.

N6 ldc dau.

- Thé may dinh di that day a ?

N6 gat dau. Nguoi ban mia ngdm nghi mot 14t :

- Thé thi may hiy ra cho néi qua véi u may mot tiéng,
xem u may c6 bang long hay khong ?
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Thang Tich lay ngdn chan cai vé nhitng hinh ngoan
ngoco xudng mat cat :

- T61 né1 véi u toi thi do1 nao u té1 bang long. Con &
nha thi «nguoi tay danh té1 kho 1am. Lai ri€c t61 1a an
bao hai va ctr chui thay toi.

- Nhung con di thi con ldy gi ma an ? Tiéng con lam
no6 cam dong :

Py

- Khong c6 an thi do6i. Con khong can. Bac ¢6 gap u
con thi bac bao dum & nha kho s& 1am, con khong thées
duoc.

Nguoi ban mia chua kip noi thi thang Tich lai noi
tiép:

- Ma & nha thi cling c6 no déu. Con nghe thay «chung
no» bao 1én Ha ndi gitt xe dap va ban nhat trinh ngay it
ra cling duoc mdt hao. Con thi nam xu, con du song roi.

- Nhung phai ¢6 ngudi quen chi dan cho, chir méi
dan 16 ngo thi chét do1 som.
- A, 101 con cling quen dan di chtt. Ba bao v61 u con

rang lau lau con vé. Con khong chét doi dugce dau.

Thang Tich no1 cing nhu thé dé cho bac hang mia
v€ n61 v&i u nd cho u nod yén long, chur that ra, nd cling
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khong biét tim cach gi dé nudi séng. N6 chi nghe tré
con trong XxO0m noi 1€n pho gilt xe dap va ban nhat trinh
thi song duogc, chir nd cling chua Ién pho Ha noi bao
gio0.

- Tao chi s¢ di vu vo, rdi d6i bung lai bé vé duong
may danh chét thoi.

Mit thang Tich bong sang 1én :

- Poi nao. Chét d6i thi théi, chtr khong bao gio con
ve. Pa di thi di han.
- Thé may khong so u may nhé & ?

- Lau 1au, con vé tham u con chtr. Con di thé nay thi
nha ciing d& di mot suat gao, u con d& phai lo. C6 thira
thi ¢ danh cho thang Soc né an cht, n6 bay gio «bay»
d6i lam.

Thang Tich néi xong quay di thi ngudi ban mia lai
goi giat no lai :

- Nay tao bao da. Thé may nhat dinh di that day a ?
- Nhét dinh !

- Thé sao may khong bao qua u may mot tiéng cho u
may yén long.
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- Con béo thi khong doi nao u con cho di. Bac bao ho
con.

Nguoi hang mia tan ngan mot khac ro61 nhac met, lay
hai xu dua cho no :

- Pay tao cho hai xu.

Thang Tich con dung dang chua biét c6 nén cam hay
khong thi nguo1 hang mia lai 1ay thém ra xu nira.

- Pay tao cho ba xu dé phong khi ndo.... d6i khong
kiém dugc thi an.

Thang Tich van con do dy vi né biét bac hang mia c6
nhimng sau con, va sau dira ay thoi thuong bi nhin doi
khoc suét mudt ludn. Thay nd chua cam, nguoi hang
mia phat gt :

- Thi tao da cho, cam l4y.
Thang Tich by gid méi do ban tay ra.
- Tay may lam sao ma sung thé ?

- Sang ngay hom nay, «ngudi ta» 1y séng dao phang
vao tay con day.

Nguoi hang mia ling im mot khéc :
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- Théi con di thi di, nhung nhd dirng ¢6 n cép, dn naa
ma nguoi ta bo tu thi u con khé s¢ lam day. Thay may
chét di chi c6 mot minh may thoi day.

Thang Tich cAm ba xu vach ngay xudng duong :

- Con thé con khong bao gid con an cap. Chét thi
tho1. Bac bao véi u con the.

Thé xong, n6 oa khoc, roi U té chay, boi vi nd biét
néu n6 con dung lai néi nita thi bac hang mia sé goi dén
nhiéu doan thuong tdm khién né phai mém long khong
ta1 nao ma di cho duoc.
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Léng—séng ! Léng-séng !

Tiéng xu va vao nhau. Tai thang Tich vang
nghe nhu mét di€¢u dan, mdt diéu dan ém dém va tham
bi n6 lam dep duogc tam long phap phong lo s¢ cta no.

Troi oi ! tu thué 1lam nguoi dén gio, ¢ bao gid nd
duoc giau nhu ngdy hom nay dau. A c6, nhung lan Ay,
no ciling chi c6 mot xu thoi, mot dong xu méi nguyén nd
bat duoc & trén via he, déng xu choi loe nhu vang nam
im lim ¢ dudi mot cai so mit. Khong hiéu hom ay than
tai phu ho no thé nao ma no lai tdy may nhit cai so mit
lén. A, né da nhé ra roi, than tai hom ay chinh 1a con
ma d6i. N6 bi nhin com d3 gan mot ngdy, ma cac em
n6 thi chuwa dugc dn budi sang. N6 tdy may vao céi so
mit & dudng bdi vi ma d6i bat né phai tay may. N6 nhé
hém d6 no nhin thay déng xu ndé ming qué reo tudng
l1én thi mot bon tré con xim lai. Ptra nao cling nhan la
cua minh danh ro1 boi c6 1€ dira nao cling bi doi1 nhu n6
ca. Gia n6 khong khoe thi c6 18 sudt doi n6 khong bao
gid c6 mot dong xu cua minh dé ty do tiéu ca.

Hom éy, ndé mua banh duc, né6 mua keo, né mua
nhimng gi ? U, nhiéu thtr lam. N6 an suéng, cic em nd
an suong, mic dau chang d& do6i mot ti ndo. Bay gio,
no lai co nhirng ba xu | Mot thé gidi ! Tiéu bao gid cho
hét dugc ? Chang nd tuy dn com tr md mo sang ma




19 | Hai Dira Bé Mo Coi

bay gio cling thay no anh ach, né chang mudn an cai gi
ca. Clr sO cai vong tron cua dong xu, ¢t nghe cai tiéng
kéng séng ctia dong xu, thiang Tich di thiy sudng ron
ca ngudi 1én r6i. Luc Ay, ngdy mai hién dén cho n6 nhu
mot cai ghé da. No clr viéc chic chin ngéi chém ché
1én chang con s coc kho gi nita. Poi ? Rét 2 Ph...
Ph... r ! Ba xu day r6i ! Cai kho vo tan ! P6i lam sao
dugc ? Rét lam sao duogc ? Ma bay gio dang mua nuc
chay md, da voi gi phai lo rét.

Bac hang ban mia, lang giéng cta u nd & xém «Nha
1a», phang phat hién dén tri tuong tugng cta nd nhu pho
tuong cua ba chtia Ba nghi-ngtt ¢ trong kh6i huong ma
n6 thuong nhin thay ¢ ngoi chiia dang sau nha né. Bac
da cho n6 nhitng ba xa ! Bac da thuong no, bac da nghi
dum dén cai ngay mai ctia né, bac di bao dam cho cai
ngay mai ay. Troi oi ! bac tot dén chimg nao. N6 nghi
dén bac voi biét bao yéu duong, bao kinh phuc.

Nhlmg né vira nghi dén bac thi né ciing nghI luon
ngay dén sau dira con ctiia bac, dén nguoi chong toet
mat ctia bac trong gan hai nim nay chi ao uéc mot 6ng
thudc 16ng ngdng ma khong bao gio mua duge. N6 nghi
lubén dén nhiing hom thﬁng Xe, théng X¢, con Bi, con
Béo, thang Quin, cai Ctru 14 sau dira con bac - ma dua
nhén nhat, con kém ndé mot tudi - dimg & cira khoc sudt
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muot : «U o1 ! con doiy

Long vui cia n6 dang cang bong xep ngay xudéng nhu
mot qua bong bi thao hoi. Roi sau cai than hinh gay
com bong chay nhu dén cu ¢ trude mit nod. No sé do tay
nhu dé vudt cai dau, roi nd cam thay tai nd ning chiu,
nang chiu mot kho vang ma nguoi ban mia rat rut dem
cho no.

Bay gid, né moi thiy rang doi con nhiéu nguoi tot,
giau mot long thuwong, dau mdt long thuong do1 voi
nhirng ké ngheo nan co kho nhu minh.

N6 nhin doi thay nhuém mot mau hong, va n6 tu nhit
n6 du thé nao ciing co cu xir rat tét d6i vi moi ngudi.
Hinh anh cta nguoi ban mia di bién thanh mot than
tugng dén gac cira cai tAm hon con tho ngiy va trong
trang cta no.

O doi, khong phai ai cling tan 4c nhu duong né ca,
n6 tham bao no thé, roéi chan nd budc thdy nhe nhang,
1ong n6 thay khoan khodi. N6 thay khong so cai ngay
mai cho may.

Di dén gan ga thi n6 bat duoc mot soi gidy gai do.
Nhiing ké ngh¢o kho bi cude doi hat hui, bi loai nguodi
vui dap thuong hay mé tin. U n6 va nhiing nguoi chung-
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quanh n6 da dem truyén cai 6¢c mé tin cho no.

Ba dong xu cta bac hang mia cho n6 da 1a mot diéu
dang mung thi mau do cua soi gidy gai cling 13 mot
diém lanh. N6 bdng tin-tudng rang su boé nha ra di cua
n6 s& gap nhiéu diéu may-man.

No6 xau ba dong XU vao soi glay gai, r01 no6 budc chac
vao cap quan, r01 no ven cap quan 1én may vong, réi nd
nhay manh may cai. Ba dong xu van nam yén trong cap
quan. Luc ay, nd méi viing da.

N6 dén ga gitra luc tau Nam lén. Théy Xe ¢Q ron rang,
nod to mo dung lai xem. N6 to mo lai xem cai nha ga
to I 1t, cao lung limg ma ¢ Kham Thién cach c6 may
tram thudc, n6 khong duge dén xem bao gio.

No6 c6 thi gio dau. Ba gio dém, né da phai do day
gitip u nd nau so6i chao di ban budi sang. U nd di 16i thi
n6 lo thoi com cho duong né di lam. Duong né di lam
roi thi lai lo cho cac em né dn. Cac em nd an roi thi né
quét don nha ctra. N6 con di kiém cui kiém rac vé dé
dun budi chiéu va budi sém mai. Trong mot ngay, that
n6 khong dugc danh tay mot luc nao. N6 luc duc cho
dén chin muoi gio dém méi duge di ngl dé roi ba gio
sang da phai day.
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Budc vao trong ga, n6 c6 cai cam tuong nhu minh
bi lac vao trong mot cai bé ngudi. Nhung khac véi chi
nha qué méi ra tinh lan dau, né khong thay so hii va b
ngd mot ti nao.

Thi n6 da nhat quy¢ét ra ki€ém an & cai bé nguoi ay, so
hai lam sao duoc.

N6 dung dua vao tuong nhin cac trang-thai tiu-tit ¢
trude mat nd. Ké thi nhiéu cai dang dé cho né dé v,
nhung no chi dé y dén sy hoat dong cua bon bé con
cling sap si tudi né thoi.

N6 nhin mot cach kinh phuc nhitng dra ban bao miéng
rao nhu ru nhu hat. Cuo1 ndi, dua nghich huyén thién
day, nhung tai thinh mot cach khong thé ta. Thoang c6
nguoi goi, sdu bay dira da lao minh dén nhu tén, nhau
nhau do ra nhiing to bdo, roi méi moc tai gia lai tién
nhanh nhu dién dé lai chay di vé phia nhiing tiéng goi
khéc.

N6 phuc ca nhitng thang ban keo, nhitng thing ban
lac sao bé ti thé da bi€t budn, bi€t ban, biét rao hang,
biét mo1 khach mot cach rat khéo 1éo va nhanh nhan.

N6 phuc ca dén nhimng thang bung phd, sao dong
khach nhu thé ma khong nham 13n bao gio.
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N6 con dang mai nhan xét thi mot thang bé bung mot
bat phd hoi boc nghi-ngut di qua. Thang bé dén trudc
mat no s€ ngung mot khac, di bat phé vao miii né :

- Bay gio gia duoc «thoi» bat phd ndy thi dién lam
nhi ?

Cha, cai mui moi thom ngon la lung. Tir khi bé me
de, n6é khong duge an mot thir gi lai ¢6 cai mui thom
ngon nhu the.

Long né sap stra dao duyc thi thang bé ban pho da bién
vao trong dam dong. Roi khi n6 dang bang khuang nghi
dén su sung su:ong ctia nhitng ngudi ¢o tién, dn nhing
bat phd nhu thé thi thang bé con dd ¢ dam dong lach ra,
nhin nd, mim cudi va nhay mat.

N6 tudng phép lich-su bat budc n6 phai mim cudi va
nhay mat gia lai. Nhung n6 da tuéng 1am. Thang bé ban
phd tién thang ngay dén truéc mat nd, bép ngay cho nd
mdt cai roi hoi né :

- Tai lam sao may dam cuoi véi tao ?

N6 khong thé gia 16i duge. Ay thé 1a né bi ludén mot
cai da nira, va lién do mQt qua tong cua mot thang ban
lac ngd c6 truyén danh nhau chay dén gitp strc ban.
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Thing bé ban pho chong hai tay vao hang, roi bao nd
bang cai giong ong tuéng :

- Ttr gio trong thay tao cam cudi nghe khong.

N6 tic lam, n6 tirc lam, nhung bict minh ycu the,
danh nudt gian, 1t di.

Thang ban phd nhin né mot cach dac-chi :

- May phai biét tay md o day.

Thang ban lac da thang ban phé mot cai :

- N6 1a tay méi thi may dung bat nat duoc v ? Thir
tay «via» xem.

Tuy bi thang ban lac tong mot qua tong kha dau,
nhung nghe n6 noi thé, thang Tich cling thay phuc n6
lam.

«O, tai 1am sao né biét minh 13 tay méi ? Hay vi quan
40 minh rach ruéi ?» N6 nhin thang ban lac thi thay
quan 4o thang ban lac cling rach rudi nhu nd, ma lai c¢6
phan hon. N6 so sanh no voi thang ban pho thi thang
ban phé véi no cling chang khac gi nhau. Ay thé ma tai
lam sao thang ban lac lai biét n6 1a tay méi ?
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Thang ban lac thay n6 ctt nhin minh lién ném cho no
mot nhan lac :

- Khong budc «mauy» may di, con dinh chd né da cho
mot cai nira hay sao day ?

Théng Tich chua di1. N6 con cui xuéng nhat nhan lac.
Nhung né chua kip dit mom thi bdng mot thang ban
bao chay dén glang ngay lay No tu: tr dat nhan lac vao
mom nhai nghlen ngau, roi cui xudng cho sat mit minh
vao mat thang Tich :

- Nhitng miéng ngon miéng lanh nhu thé nay phai dé
danh cho anh may nghe khong ?

No6 no6i xong nhan rang cuoi. Ca bon xum quanh day
cling nhan rang cuoi.

Thang Tich bi nhitng tiéng cudi dy lam cho ndéng ma.
N6 nam tay, nhung r6i né lai budng tay. N6 tu nhu :
Panh nhau khéng ich gi. Va n6 nghi dén 101 me nd van
thuong khuyén n6 : «Mot cau nhin 1a chin cau lanhy.

N6 lang di, nhung vira di duoc may bude thi bong lai
cO dira chay theo niam toc né giat manh lai lam cho no
mot suyt nita thi ngd. Roi thi nhitng qua dam, nhimg cai
tat, nhitng cai da cir nhu mua trén dau, trén cd, trén ma,
trén minh may chan tay no.
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Luc 4y thi n6 khong thay tirc nita ma chi thay so, thay
dau, n6 vung ra dé chay. Chan n6 dai, n6 chay nhanh.
Bon tré duo6i theo n6 mot quang khong kip, quay tré lai.

N6, vira di, vira ngdm nghi vé tran don vira qua. Kiém
an & Ha Noi khong phai 1a mot diéu dé dang nhu nd
tudng. Lam thé nao khién «chung né» dé cho minh yén
than cling 12 mot diéu kho 1am r6i. Luc 4y, ndé méi thay
so hai. Cang so hai khi thiy bong chiéu di dan dan nga
xubng mai nha. Mot cau hoi néng gidy lién gieo vao
than tri n6 : «THi nay nga dau va an bang gi ?»

N6 con dang mai tim cach gia nhoi cho cau hoi ay
nén nd khong dé y dén mot hoi chudng xe dap bop lién
hoi ¢ dang sau nd. Tie thi nd bi cai «ghi dongy hiic vao
lung ngd chii, roi lién d6, mot dng to 16n tim lay no tat
lay tat dé va chui chang tiéc 10i :

- Mat mili d¢ dau ma di nghénh ngang & dudng nhu
thé ?

Luc ong to 16n budng no ra thi né ¢a dau mém. Va nd
thay doi, va no thay khat, va no thay mét 1a.

Ca tam hon va co thé no luc ay thi nhau kéu ctru.

Thét théu, n6 1ét di trén via he, roi thiy mot bai co,
no ngo1 bét ngay xuong. Nhung né chua ng61 dugc mot
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phut thi & dang sau di c6 tiéng quat :
- May muén vao ti hay sao ma ngdi 1én day !

N6 giat minh quay lai thi thdy mot dng «pd-lit» nhin
n6 bang mdt con mat dir doi va chi ndé bang mot cai dui
khai son trang. N6 v01 vang ding phat day :

- Con khong biét, ong tha con.

Miéng noi 1a chin chay. N6 chay mot quing rat xa
méi dam ding lai. N6 ngé lai sau khong thay tim hoi
ong «po-lity moi hoan hon. N6 ding thd mot lac, roi
moi lai di1, né cur theo nhitng con duong dong dic ma
di. Cai song nguoi ay don n6 dén b ho Hoan Kiém liac
nao no cting khong hay.
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Bong t6i vira chum xudng mat hd va dén dién thanh
phd vira bat thi thang Tich ciling vira nhan thay minh
co doc, co doc gitra chdn kinh thanh bao nhiéu van con
nguoi, co doc gitra mot dam dong dang chen chiic nhau,
s6 day nhau. Bay giod thi nd d6i lam roi, khat 1am roi.
N6 nghe nguo1 ta ndéi Ha ndi c6 nhiing cai may c6 nudc
trong 1am, ngon 1am, nhung khong biét nhitng cai may
nudc dy & dau, khat qua, né budc 1ong phai men xudng
bd H6 1am may hdp. Nhung nd udng chira ha thi da
nghe c6 tiéng nguoi bao nd :

- Lo1 Xuéng déy, «pO-lit» ho trong théy, ho lai danh
om thoi.

N6 cudng cudng chay 1én :
- Con khat qua.

- Khat thi ra may nuéc dang kia ma udng co duoc
khong ?

Ngudi 4y vira nodi vira tré tay vé phia cau gb. N6 cu
theo phia nguoi Ay tréo ma di, di mai, di 1ong ngong 1éo
nghoéo qua bao nhiéu phd, di da chon chan ma ciing
khong gip mot cai may nudc nao. Thi ra vi khong biét
duong, né ct di di, lai lai nhimg phd ma né da di, nghia
1a nhirg phd khong c6 may nudc.
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N6 di, di mai, roi sau né ving nghi ra dugc mot ké
1a di theo nhitng ngudi ganh d6i thung di ldy nudc. Chi
mot loang, nd da dén mot cai may nude chay rao rao
va am 1 nhitng tiéng thung va cham nhau cling om som
nhitng tiéng con sen thing xe chiri nhau.

N6 dtng xa nhin c4i cach hon don dién ra & trudc mit
n6, nd thdy nguoi ta sé6 day nhau, tranh cuép nhau mot
cach hung dir qua ma no6 s¢. Nhung sau, vi khat qua, n6
danh lidu lai guc dau xubng voi nude. Tire khic nhing
ban tay tua tGa ra hat no, tat nd, ddm no.

Hat ? mac; tat ? mac; dam, mac, n6 co uong, co udong
cai nguon song vao trong long. Uong da no, né mai lao
dao ding day.

Con thira mot chut nude ¢ trong mom, nd phun ra soa
lén mat. Cha, mdi mat lam sao ! N6 ngdm chan xudng
rinh nude dang chay. N6 thay tinh tdo ca nguoi. N6 con
mudn ngam nira thi mot anh xe lyc ludng da du ban no
ra:

- Udng xong, cut c6 may di cho nguoi ta lay nudc.
That 1a d6 chét khat, uéng lay duoc.

Bay gi0, n6 da quen d€ cho nguoi ta churi, nguoi ta
di€c, nguoi ta danh roi. Va no da biét cai khi gidi cua nod
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dé «chong do» vdoi ngan ay thir 1a hai ban chan cua no,
no6 vo1 vang lang ngay.

Trdi o, gid ¢6 chd nao dé ngdi nghi mot ti. Nhung né
biét ngdi ¢ dau ? Cai dui khui trang séa cta thay canh
sat hinh nhu van con ve vay & truéc mat nd. N6 danh
ctr di, 140 ddo ma van phai di. Thi vira may, ngoach mot
dau phd, n6 thay mot diy ngudi ngdi ¢ via hé. A, ngudi
ta ngdi duoc thi han nd ciing ngdi duge. N6 mon men
lai canh dam nguoi, nhung nd vira ngdi xudng thi mot
ban tay cing nhu sic da nam lay co no

- P6 ranh con nay 1€t lai gan day, dinh dé méc tai dn
cap hay sao day ?

Nghe dén hai chit an cap né hét ca hon via, liu ludi
lai khong no61 dugc nira. Ban tay kia lac manh ro1 ay ban
nd nga séng soai :

- Cut cha may di.

N6 chang con c6 nghi dén dau, 16m ngdém bo day,
chay ngay.

No di, n6 lang thang di mai cho té1 khi cac nha hang
phd di dong ctra, ma nguoi di & duong da thua thoét.
No d1, n6 ctr di cho té1 khi doi 1a khong tai nao di duoc
nita, né méi tu nha no rang nd khong thé nao di nhu thé
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duoc nita. Va di nhu thé dé lam gi ? Lac nay, nd muén
vé nha lam. N6 nghi dén bat com gao dd, va cai chong
tre. N6 nghi dén u né luc nay dang khoc loc. Nhung nd
cling nghi luén dén duong noé.

Hinh anh ctia dugng né lién s6 dudi ngay di ¢ trong
no hinh anh cta bat com va cai chong tre. Pa mét dur,
n6 bong thay hét mét. P doi 1a, nd bong thay hét doi.
N6 tim vé phia mot cai may nudc uébng mot hoi dai, xoa
dam nudce vao mit, vao dau, vao cd roi no lai di. No t6i
vuon hoa Paul Bert lic nao né cling khong hay.

Thay mot cip nhan tinh ngoi tinh tu trén ghé da,
n6 khong dam lai ngdi gan vi né sg cling nhu lac nay,
nguoi ta nghi cho né 1a dn cap. N6 ding vo van ¢ dudi
gdc cay cho cho cdp nhan tinh di r6i, n6 mai tién lai.

Cha, ngo61 nghi mot cai n6 sung sudng lam sao. Nhung
no sung sudng khong lau.

Hét mét, no lién nghi dén ngdy mai, cai ngdy mai
hién ¢ trudc mat nd bang nhirng tran don & cira ga, &
may nudc, & cai dui khui ghé-gém cua thay canh-sat,
& nhirng cudc cudc bo dac nguol ma khong muc dich !
Ma vé thi n6 khong thé vé, né nhat dinh khong vé.
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Long bao hao no, n6 lo dang nhin virng giang anh
xuong mat ho. Ro1 khong hiéu sao cai y tudng tu tir vut
dén vai no.

Nhay tom xudng kia 13 hét doi, hét kho, hét lo, hét
phai don danh, hét phai so cai dui khui cta thay canh
sat, hét bi ai nghi minh 13 an cip, hét phai lang thang
bong ca chan, ba ca nguoi.

Cai tu tudng ay vut 1am cho nd nhe bdm ca ngudi. N6
nghén ¢6 nhin k{ mat ho, roi né vut nhé ra réng minh
biét boi, boi gioi lam. Ngay nao, nd khong boi may lan
O cai 0 ao bén canh x6m «nha lay.

N6 rut ¢6 lai, roi nd nghi dén nhiing vu ty tor & sOm
nha 14. Vo bac ban «si co» that co ludi the 1¢ trong nhu
ludi chd. Em bac phu ho nhay xudng ao chuong phénh
1én va thdi hodc. Lai bac quyén Ha cua c6 mau me dam
dia nhu con ga bi cat tiét. A cai gi, chu ty t, khong !
Ghé lam, tom lam, khiép lam. Va né tu tir thi u n6 khoc
phai biét. Cai gi chtr dé cho u n6 khoc thi khong. U nd
da khoc nhiéu roi !

Y nghi nay dit dén y-nghi khac. N6 nghi mién man
dén cac em nd, dén sau dtra con cia bac ban mia bay
gio dang ngu tit & trén givong. N6 thay thém. Canh sinh
hoat kho khin va nhiing ndi doa day ctia moi ngudi &
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som «nha 1a». Tuy thé ma con dé chiu hon canh no bay
gid. Khi né 6n lai dén nhitng con say rugu cta duong
n6 thi mi mat no thdy ning, rdi nga minh xuéng ghé da
thiép di luc ndo, né ciing khong hay.

N6 kéo mot giac thang canh cho dén gan sang thi nd
choang d¢ day. Thoéi quen 1a cai ban tinh thir hai ctia con
nguoi ta, no quén phang rang no dang di «glang ho», no
tudng rang no van & nha Mit nham, mit mé né lan ra
ctra, mé ctra dé dinh xudng bép dém ltra cho u né thoi
s6i nau chao. Nhung quai, mdi 1an né chi di c6 ba budc
thi da so thdy then cira, sao 1an nay di méi ma chua
thay thé nay ? N6 cho 1a n6 lam dudng, nd quay sang
phia trai. ROi tGi khi ndé dam choang vao mdt bui cay,
n6 gidt minh mé mat, nd méi biét rang nd khong phai
dang ¢ nha. Pén dién chiéu o cai ghé da lanh lung ma
dém qua n6 da nam, bao nhiéu ky niém ctia ngay hom
qua do x6 ca dén oc. No suc nhé ra rang minh co doc,
c¢d doc trude dém toi, cd doc trude ngdy mai. Ty dung,
mot 1a roi kéo dén co thé, va mot tan-tac téoa xudng tim
hon. Thét nhién, chan tay né run ban 1én. Vi cai rét cia
budi sang ciing cb, vi ci rét ty trong long dua ra cling
co, va vi doi cling co.

N6 1ét lai ghé d4 ngoi vat xudng, hai tay dua 1én 6m
mat. Nhung n6 khong khoc. Ngay hom qua, n6é da khoc
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nhiéu ro1, con dau nudc mat nira.

Mit n6 vira nham lai, thi ca ci quang canh & nha no
lac nay hién dén. U né lic nay dang d6 x6i nau chao,
va bay gio khong c6 no, chic u nd dang tdp dan cho
thang H4u 1am nhimng cong viéc cta nd trude kia. Mit
n6 budn, budn lam. Ctr nghi thé, nd thay su bo nha ra
di ctia n6 1a mot t6i 16i. Nhung biét lam thé nao, duong
n6 khong dung dugc ndé ma no ciing khong chiu dugce
duong n6. Thoi cling danh.

N6 budng tay ngang dau 1én thé dai.

«Ai banh tay ra mua, ai banh tdy nong ra muay. Tiéng
rao noi 1én & phia phd hang Vo6i bong danh thirc cai doi
dang ngal ngu & trong bung né. Cai déi dimg phat day
doi quyen song. No v01 vang quay minh lai €p bung vao
thanh ghé da.

Tuy tir trude dén nay da nhiéu 1an nd di ngt khong
an com, nhung sang ra, sau khi n6 giip u n6 lam hang
xong xudi, thé nao no ciing dugc «thira huéy it dinh &
chd, va lan ndo u né ciing cho né6 mot bat chdo nong
khoi bc nglin ngut.

Cha, cha sung suéng biét bao, néu nd cé mot bat chao
nong nhu thé dé hip ! Bat-gidc, n6 dat tay vao cap quan,
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sO vanh tron cua ba déng—xu. NO s0, s& mot 14t 1au, roi
lai rat tay ra. Khong thé duoc ? Doi nd con gip nhiéu
bién cd, ba dong xu ndy phai dé phong than. Néu mai
hoi d6i c6 mot chit d3 dem ra dung thi phong may choc
mé hét. Va no con c6 thé nhin dugc co ma. Duong nd
van thudng ndi nguoi ta nhin d6i nhitng by ngay morl
chét co ma. N6 moéi nhin c¢6 mot bira, gi ma da cudng
1én.

N6 lao dao dung day di ra phla hé. Trong khong co
linh canh sat, n6 101 Xuong, ndé ndéc mot hoi dal Nudc
day da day, cai doi cling thay diu dju. Tinh n6 vbn sach
s€, no lai coi quén 40 tAm mot cai, roi méi tréo 1én.
Nhin chung quanh, thay hiy con t6i, chang biét lam gi,
no lai ra nam ¢ ghé da véi mot cau ndi liéu ciia nhiing
ké cam thay minh sap that vong :

- Sang s€ hay.

Lan nay, né6 nam sap. Piéu nay thi né6 da co6 kinh
nghiém, cr nam dan bung xudng mot cai gi cing dé
cho strc nang cua co thé ép cai da day lai 1a khong bi céi
d6i hanh ha may.

G106 hiu hiu, lai vira tam mat, lai vira udng nudc ao,
lai vira nam ép bung khong bi cai doi day vo, lai co cai
cam tuong rang minh con c6 ba dong xu dé€ phong than,
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no6 bong thay trong ngudi dé chiu, réi nod lai thay muon
ngu, ro1 nd ngu that.

Nhung gidc ngti nay 1a gidc ngii luoi biéng chir khong
phai vi can dung, nén né ngu khong say. Pang thiu
thiu, n6 bong thdy nhu mot ban tay lach vao bung no,
n6 bing mé mat, né nghi dén ba dong xu, né nghi dén
in cap, n6 choang day, do tay ra. Tuy né tim ngay duoc
cai mé bong bong ma ngudi ta goi 1a toc, toc mot thang
bé vura lay, vura xin :

- Tao lay may ! tao doi qua ! may tha cho tao ! Tao lay
may, tao doi qua, may tha cho tao.

Thang Tich chua tha ngay. N6 dung tay trai so vao
vao cap quan thay ba dong xu van y nguyén, bay gio nd
m&i budng tay phai. N6 vira budng thi thang bé u chay
ngay. Nhung n6 chay khong xa. N6 chay qua ghé da
d6 muoi budce thi dimg lai, dwong hai con mat thao ldo
nhin thang Tich. Thang Tich bay gio md&i nhin k§ né
thi thdy n6 bé hon minh nhiéu, ma né lai chi c6 mot cai
quan coc chir khong ¢ 4o va quan dai nhu minh.

N6 nghi dén thang Soc, né nghi dén thang Hau quanh
nam bi c¢d1 tran vi khong c6 4o, khong hiéu sao né do
tay vay :
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- Lai day tao bao, tao khong danh may dau.
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Thrfmg bé an cap chua dam lai ngay,

- Tao da bao tao khong danh may dau. May da
an cap dugc cua tao dau ma tao danh.

Chinh cau nay lam cho théng bé an ce“ip tin, no di1 lai,
nhung no chi di budc mot, o1 lai dirng.

- Lai day, tao thé tao khong lam gi may ma.
- May thé doc di co.

- U thi tao thé doc. Pra ndo 1am gi may dtra Ay chét
tur chét tigt.

Théng bé an cép luc éy mo&i manh bao di lai, nhung
no cling van dung cach xa ba budc dé nhd thang Tich
cO do mat thi n6 chay.

Thang Tich do hai chan dai 1éu déu Ién gioi :

- Chan tao thé nay tao dudi thi may chay lam sao cho

kip. Lai day, tao da thé rang tao khong lam gi may ma.

Thang bé an cap nhin hai bd do s€éu vuon cua thang
Tich, r61 nd tin han, n6 manh bao tién lai gan thang
Tich.

- Nha may dau ?
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- Tao khong c6 nha.

- Thé u may dau ?

- Tao khong co u.

- Thé thi thay may dau ?

- Tao khong c¢6 thay.

Thang Tich thdy nghen tho :

- Thé may chi c6 mot minh thoi a ?

Thang bé an cap gat dau. Thang Tich bong thdy mot
cai gi buén budn dén ngod ngody ¢ cai dong bé bon ma
nguoi ta goi la rudt. Va mot cai gi am am noi Ién & trong
hai cai hem ma ngudoi ta goi la mat. N6 cui xuong nhin
dat, ro1 no lai ngiing 1€n nhin thang bé. Thi thang bé
cling tho 10 miii xanh nhu thang Sdc, va cling chi nhinh

hon thang Soc c6 mot ti. Lai con gdy hon thang Soc
nhiéu.

Thang Tich ¢am ddm nhin thang bé roi né hoi thang
bé cai cau hé1 ma n6 dang ban khoan héi n6 tir ngay
hom qua dén nay :
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- Thé lam thé nao ma may song dugc ¢ phd Ha-noi
nay ?

Thang bé ling im.

- Thé may bao nhiéu tudi ?

- Tao lén tam.

Thang Tich do tay kéo thang bé lai gan :

- May 1én tdm ma may bé hon em tao né6 madi co6 1én
sau.

Thang bé an cip gia nhoi gon 10n

- A, tai em may no6 c6 com an ludn thi n6 dung nhén
hon tao a.

Thang Tich ling im mot lat :
- Thé may tén 1a gi ?
- Tao tén 1a Chich,

Thay thang Tich mim cuoi, né lién lay 1am than giang
ludn cho thang Tich nghe vé lich st céi tén cua no :

- Tai tao gdy va bé, nén chung né goi tao 1a chu Chich.
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ROi tho dai ngdi xudng canh thang Tich :

- Nhung ciing vi thé ma ching nd danh tao va tao
kiém duoc déng XU nao, cudp mat ca cla tao nén tao
d6i qud, tao phai di an cap. May tir té day, gia dira khac
thi n6 da dan cho tao séng thi thanh tat.

- Thé bay gio may d6i lam phai khong ?

- U, tir sang hom qua dén gio, tao chua an gi. Chiéu
hom qua, tao gitt xe dap dugc mot xu thi théng Lo-Lem
n6 lai cuép mat ciia tao. Tao ciing danh ghé lam, nhung
vi tao yéu thanh thir van bi né cudp mat. Nhung tao
cling can vao tay né mot miéng ddo-dé va tao dam cho
né duoc may cai nay.

Thang Chich vira n6i vira 1an cap quan do ra mot mau
g0 vot nhon.

- Ay tao khong c6 cai ndy, va tao cir ddm vang mang
thi con nhiéu dtra bat nat tao nita co. Chiéu qua, vi tao
doéi qua khong ¢ strc nén né6 mdi cudp dugce cua tao,
chir gia tao khong doi thi doi nao.

ROi nam tay thang Tich dat 1én cai bung dan sat vao
xuong song
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- Pay may xem, bung tet thé nay thi con danh nhau
nudc mau gi duoc.

Thang Tich nhin cai bung 1ép kep, nhin cai nguc tro
xuong roi nam tay no6 kéo day :

- B1 may di an véi tao. Tao cling doi lam.

Thay thang Tich xa vao hang chéo, thang Chich kéo
ao 101 lai :

- Ay dirng may, an chao thi chang rudt no cai mdc si
gi. Lai day, tao biét c6 mot chd chi mot xu 1a mot bat
com ngudi day. Va c6 khi lai c6 ca mot tang chay tudng
nira may.

- U thi khong an chéo.
- Nhung may c6 may xu di chi ?
- Tao c6 ba xu.

- U thé thi né. Tao véi may moi dira mot xu com, mua
thém xu do an c6 khi duoc nira bat.

- Gi ma dé thé may ?

- A thi nhimg cai tht thira 4y ma. Khong ban cho
ching minh thi ho cling dén d6 vao ndi nuéc gao. Ma
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ching minh thi can gi, mién la ¢c6 ti man man an voi
com tot ro1. Mién xong thoi ma.

Thang Tich ciing rat thich cai ti man min ay, nhung
néu ti€u hét ca thi lay gi dé phong than :

- Tao c6 ba xu nhung chi c6 thé an dugc hai xu thoi.

A cOon mot xu may con phai mua gi dem vé cho nha
may, phai khong ?

- Khong, nhung ciing phai dé danh cht, in mot bira
hét ca thi dén chiéu treo mom 1én a ?

- U may nghi thé cling phai. Tao thi tao an rao, nén
nhd khong kiém dugc 1a cir bi doi ludn.

Hai dtra dat nhau dén mot cira hang com & ngoai bod
song. Nhung luc 4y con sém, nén nha hang chua mé
ctra. Thang Chich mau mau nhit nhimg 14 va dom dac
& trude hé roi nd cubn nhimg dom dac va 14 1an lam
thanh mot cai chdi nd quét cai hé ay sach nhu li nhu lai.
Thang Tich dung nhin né lam, khong hiéu no6 lam thé
dé lam gi.

No6 quét xong thi nha hang mé ctra. N6 chay ngay vao
tuoi cuoi :
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- Pay, con da quét cho ba sach s¢€ ca roi1 day. Ba ban
cho con hai xu com.

Ba hang liéc nhin ra hé, bang long nhung ciing gat
ngay :

- Ong manh, maé1 sang sém da dén am. Nao xu dau
dua day.

Thang Tich ci mii méi lay ra dugce ba xu dua hai
cho ba hang. Ba hang trong thay n6é con mdt xu lién bao

- Pua tao mot xu nira, tao bao cho bat do an.

Théang Tich chua kip gia nhoi thi ¢ trong nha da co
tiéng nguoi noi :

- To1 qua khong thay no lai d6 vao nuée gao con dau.
Ba hang chép miéng :
- The 1a cai s6 chung may den.

Mot thang nho dem hai bat dan com ra. Khong thay
c6 ti muoi, thang Chich no6i ngay :

- Ay anh khong cho em cai gi mdn man thi em dn lam
sao duoc.

Thang nho quic ngay mat :
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- Thi r6i hang hay. Pi dau ma rdi 1én, co ba tay dau
ma hau ching may cho kip duoc.

Ba hang nhin hai dta; nhin hai bat com day nhiing
chay ro1 quay bao thang nho :

- Théi, thi cho chiing no ti dua.
Thang Chich xoa tay :
- O néu c6 dua thi tuyét ! tuyét !

Ba hang véi cai khin lau lau mat chan roi nguyt chiung
no :

- That 1a nhirng d6 ché d6i. Tuyét, tuyét méi cha tuyét,
tuyét ! An xong khong xach cho ba day phom nudc thi
lan sau ba do ca vao thung nudc gao cho lon an.

Thang Chich ché thang Tich :

- Ba dung lo. Biy gid mdy vang, may phom ciing
day. Co6 thang nay chac la né ganh dugc, chir khong nhu
to1 sach thi lau.

Khi thang Tich dat d6i thung 1én vai, ba chi hang lai
de :

- Bep thung cua ba thi ba xé xac chiing may ra day.
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Thang Chich da no né€ cudi nhu nac né :

- Ba ctr yén tri. Chung toi 1y nudc 1 dién 1am, khong
thé bep thung duoc.

R6i n6 cam con dao phay dé ¢ canh thét wdm vao co.
- Néu bep thung cir cho ba cat tiét.

Ba hang giang lay con dao :

- Cat tiét chung may dé ban dao ciia ba ra dy a.

Sau khi d3 ganh ddy phom nuéc cho ba hang, hai dua
mo1 kéo nhau ra. Thang Chich khoac tay thang Tich :

- Pay may xem, c¢6 hai xu ma no cat. N6 sai mdt ti, no
chirt mot ti, mac no. Gid bay 1én gioi...

- Nhung gia tao c6 du tién thi khong doi no...
Thang Chich budng canh tay ban quay lai :

- A thi d3 danh. Nhung chi kh6 cai ching minh it
khi du tién ma lai muén duoc an no thi phai chiu kho
nghe chiri mot ti chtr sao. Tao, nhimg hém tao kiém
duoc nhiéu tién, tao ra vat véo dn ¢ hang com phd hang
Budm, chtr toi than gi dén cai 6 chd nha no dé vira mat
tién, vira bi nghe chiri. A thé bay gid may di dau. Tao,
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tao phai ra hang Buom dé 1am tién day. Chiéu nay,
ching minh lai gdp nhau & vuon hoa «Bon be» nhé. Hé
tao kiem dugc tién tao lai dai may.

Thang Tich ngan ngir :

- Tao ciing chua biét tao di dau.

- Thé may khong vé nha may u ?
Thang Tich ludng Iy :

- Tao khong c6 nha.

Thang Chich kinh ngac :

- Sao may vura bao vdi tao may ¢6 em yéc gi co ma?
A thoi tao hi€u roi, chac thay u may du6i may di nhu
thang Xuy.

- Khong. Chang ai dudi tao ca. Ty y tao di. Tao khong
muon ¢ nha nfra.

- A thé may ciing gidng thang «Cocy. N6 «tdy chay»
di ghé nd, 161 n6 bd nha no di.

- Tao thi tao «tay chay» duong tao.

- Thé bay gio may ciing thanh ra «ma-ca-bong» nhu
tao a ?




Lé Van Trwong | 48

- U. May xem c6 cach gi kiém dugc an may bao tao
VOl.

- Ui, nhiéu cach lam.

Thing Chich néi xong kéo tay thiang Tich nhu bay.
Chay gan dat hoi, n6 méi ding lai :

- Tudng gi chir thé rat dé. Gia tao ma khoe duoc nhu
may. Thi phai biét, thi phai biét, ngay nio tao ciing no.
Lai c6 tién 1au 1au syc mot chiéc keo 1a khac. Vi tao
yéu, nén chung né cr bat nat tao. By gid, tao voi may
ra hiéu cao 1au hang Budm, ai vao n coi xe dap cho
nguoi ta.

- Chi ¢6 cach 4y thoi & ?

- O con nhiéu cach. Mién 1a c6 stc khoe nhu may.
Tréo sau, bé cﬁi Gia ma c6 vai hao von, cip nhimg
d6 1& danh gidy thi ngay vai hao cling nén. Nhung tao
bi chung n6 cudp hét, con bao gio dé danh duoc. Ay
thé ma cling da co lan tao dé danh dugc mét hao day.
Nhung sau vi tao s6t, nam ngti mét bi chiing n6 lan mat.
Tao tiéc ngan, tiéc ngo dén mot thang. Di, di ra hang
Buom. May bénh tao nghe khong ? Hé c6 thang nao
danh tao 12 may danh, may ct viéc dé yén tao kiém tao
nudi may.
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- Nhung tinh tao khong thich danh nhau.

Thang Chich dimg ding ngay lai, tron hai mét, roi vo
Vao nguc :

- Thé may bao tao thich danh nhau a ? Tao chang
thich ti nao ca. Nhung ¢ dat Ha ndi ndy, néu khong
thich danh nhau thi chi c6 chét d6i. Chung né giat hét.
Néu may sg danh nhau thi may khong thé séng duoc.
Minh khong chén ai, nhung ching n6 bat hiép minh thi
phai gid can than dé cho ching no kiéng cai mit minh
ra thi méi 1am tién dugc. Chung minh cé phai thich
danh nhau dau, chung minh phai danh dé kiém miéng
CO ma.
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Chwong Thw Hai

Dén hang Buom, thang Chich tré6 mot ctra hi¢u cao
lau nguoi ra ké vao tap nap :

- Déy tui «chééty budi sém ching n6 di «nham xa»
day. Chung né ¢ quanh day ca, chang ai di xe dap.
Nhung thinh thoang ciling c6 nhitng nguoi di lam dem
xe dap dén an 16t da, kho cai tao, quan 4o khong co,
nguoi ta it tin tao, nén thuong giao cho dura khac. May
an mac lanh 13n nhu thé nay chic 1a can.

Thang Tich phai phuc vé chd thang Chich biét nhiéu,
nhung c6 mot chd né6 mudn cho thang Chich noi ngay
cho no biét thi thang Chich lai khong noi. Chang nhiing
thé, no lai con than nhién nhu khong nhin thay nira. Ay
12 mot tyi lau nhau dang nhay cdn & trude cira hiéu. Mai
dén khi con cach bon d6 dd ba muoi budc, théng Chich
mai cho béo :

- Pay 1a bon yéu ta n6 diung dé lam tién day. Cai
thang lun mic céi 4o canh den kia 1a thang Lo Lem day.
May xem cai mat n6 nhu gdc cau moc, chung tao dat 1a
Lo Lem, c6 dung khong.

N6 néi xong dic chi cuoi ngat. Thang Tich khong
thay mot ti gi l1a s¢ hai ¢ trén mat no. Pa phuc thang
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Chich ¢ chd cai gi cling biét, n6 lai con phuc thém &
chd can dam. Song n6 di chang néi cho thang Tich biét
su bat mat khoc hai va tran danh nhau ghé gébm cua no
trong thay thang Lo-Lem ct nhu khong. Luc ay thang
Tich méi thay rang ndé hon minh ¢ 14 mat. Chi phai
gidi bat t6i n6 bé va gay thoi. Nhung néu nd duoc dn ?
Thang Tich bong thay chan ngap mot long thuong va
thay can phai che chd cho nd nhu 161 nd yéu cau minh.

N6 dat tay 1én vai thang Tich :

- Ching minh khong nén tréu gheo ai, nhung dira nao
no tréu gheo chung minh thi may c6 thé tin ¢ tao. Tao
danh cling khoe 1am. Noi1 xdm tao, dira nao cling phai
hang.

Thang Tich mda lén :

- Néu thé thi chiing minh no r6i 1

Bon tré trong thay hai dua da reo ngay :

- A «chu Chichy di v6i «chang séu». T

hang Chich nhiu xuéng chan ban tim tim cuoi

- Chung né di dat tén cho may roi day. Ma chiing né
dat dang. Cang ding mot khi may di véi tao, lun tun.
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Khi hai dra dén gan thi thang Lo Lem lién gio ban
tay dau lén :

- Me kiép hém qua mdy cau ong, dng chua tri tdi cho
may day.

N6 no6i xong hung ho xong dén. Thang Chich chang
doi1 sac :

- Con cai to1 may cudp cua ong mot xu dé ong bi doi,
ong cling chua tri t01 may day.

Bon tré con vo0 tay reo :

- A, thang nay kha. Néu thang Lo Lem khong dam
choi cling 1a hen. Choi di, choi di !

Thang Lo Lem di céi tay dau vao mii thang Chich.
- D), é cai mdm !
Thang Chich hét tay no ra :

- C6 mudn choi thi choi di, bang khong thi dé yén
cho tao lam tién.

Thang Lo Lem vi tay dau, khong muon danh nhau,
nhung bon tré con cr & ngoai hua vao, ro1 mdt thang
noi :
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- N6 d3 thach thé ma thang Lo Lem may so u ?

Thang n01 ay 1a thang nhén nhat dam. N6 an mic
quan 4o trang va dudi nach c6 mot chong bao Thang

Tich da cao, nhung no lai cao hon, va nhiéu tudi hon 1a
khac.

No vtra no1 xong thi thang Tich xong dén trudc mat
no :

- D6 khon nan, tai lam sao may lai ctr xui duc chiing
no danh nhau ?

Thang be ban bao dua ngay chong bao cho mot dira
cam roi sin tay 4o :

- A, may lai mu6n ca khia véi tao 2 Ong danh cho
may gay chan séu.

Théng Chich vo01 vang bo théng Lo Lem xen ngay
vao gilra :

- Thoi khong danh nhau. Tao véi thang Lo Lem dénh
nhau viéc gi dén chung may ?

RO bao sé vao tai thang Tich :

- Bung tréu nd, né khéde va canh n6 dong lam.
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Thang Tich gat thang Chich ra,

- Khoe ciing khong can, dong ciing khong can. Miéng
noi tay danh lién. Chi mét loang, n6 da 6m duogc thang
ban bdo vat nga ngay xuong.

Ca ban lai ho reo :
- A, chang séu cu, cu !

Thiang ban bao ngd, thang Tich ngdi dé 1én bung,
nhung n6 khong danh n6 chi do qua thui uém vao mat :

- Tur gio, liéu hon, dung c6 xui duc ching n6 danh
nhau.

N6 néi xong, dimg ddy. Thing ban bao ciing day, Vira
phui 40, no vura de thang Tich :

- Ro61 6ng s€ stra cho may.

Luc 4y thang Tich dién tiét, n6 thyi ludn cho thang
ban bao ba bon qua.

- May nga, ong da khong them danh nay con doa gi
ong ? May c6 goi thang nao dén thi goi di, ong cho &
day.
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Thang ban bao biét sirc thang Séu, khong danh gia,
giat chong bao u té chay :

- May c6 gidi ctr ¢ day.
- Tao ¢ day khong di dau ca.
Bon tré xun lai ban tan x6n xao :

- Thé nao no ciing di goi canh nod dén tra thu, chtr nd
khong chiu. Chang séu may khde, nhung cling khong
dich duoc canh n6 dau.

Thang Tich gio tay xua bon tré :

- D6 mét day, cut tit ca di ! Dich hay khong dich
duoc, mac aao.

No6i xong, n6 ra ding ap minh vao bo tuong dé xem
thang Chich «lam ti€ny.

Thang Chich cam dong xu dau tién lai dwa cho né :

- Pay dugc mot xu. Nhung thang nay co. Toi lai con
hai cai xe kia nira. Thé nao ching minh chang dugc ba
xu. Thé nao ngay hom nay ciing no.

N6 dua dong xu cho thiang Tich, nhung thang Tich
khong cam :




Lé Van Trwong | 56

- May kiém duoc thi may cam lay, chtr ¢c6 phai tao
ki€ém duoc dau ma tao cam.

Thang Tich ctr bé dong xu vao tai nd.

- O hay, khong c6 may thi tao kiém lam sao duoc.
Chting né danh hét cua tao roi. Co may thi noi thang
nao dén duoc trudc thang ay an. May khong kiém ciing
nhu may kiém. Ching minh kiém chung ma.

No6i xong 1a n6 chay.

Thang Tich ngodi nhin cach bon tré kiém an thay rang
cling dé dang. N6 mumng tham da gip thang Chich. Néu
chi c6 thé ma mot ngay kiém duoc vai bén xu thi khong
bao gio n6 phai vé nha nira.

Mot 14t sau, khach an ra, théng Chich lai cAm bbn xu
lai dua cho né :

- A, tui nay sop. To1 nay, ching minh c6 do an an roi.
- Thi tao da bao cua may thi may gilt lay ma.

- O thi tao da bao chung minh kiém chung. Tao giir
thi dé chiing n6 de tao ra cudp song di c6 phai khong ?

- U thé tao gitr cho may, lic ndo may can thi tao lai
gia may.
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- Thoi mudn thé nao ciing duge, ¢ diy bay gio hét
khach vao an roi. Chung minh xudng g6 da. Nhiéu khi
c6 tdy cho nim ba xu mot hao co. May di hiéu cach
«lam tiény» roi cht ? Phai can tinh mat va nhanh nghe
khong ?

- Tao hiéu roi.

- Thé bay gid> may ding trude ciia go da con tao thi
cho may ¢ bo HO. Hay tao vat vuong ¢ pho Hang Khay
ngd c¢o nguoi thué gilr cling chua biét chung.

- May da thao sao may khong dung trude cira go da.
Thang Chich vd den-dét vao da :

- Tran nhu rong thé nay dung ¢ ddy dé «cu-lit» danh
b6 bd di Ay a. Phai mic quan 4o dang hoang nhu may
méi dimg ¢ day duoc chir. Lam thang ciing biét & day
kiém t6t, nhung chi vi thém bo cach ma phai «cho né
nghi», & ddy tdy dam sang 1am. Tao len vao thi dui-khui
cac ong kénh ho da cho séng ma thanh bang. Di, may
ra gioi cho cua, duoc mot hao thi tao voi may phai nhat
quyét an mot bita phd. Tao trong thay pho tao thém lam
nhung d3 lau lam, tao khong ¢ tién an. Di.

Thang Tich khong di.
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- Tao d4 hen voi thang Mét, tao cho nd & day.
Thang Chich chd mit :

- Cho dé danh nhau thi cho 1am gi. Hay di «lam tién»
da.

- Nhung chdc nita, né dem canh n6 dén day khong
thay tao, no lai tu’ong tao so nd. Ma dang ndo tao muén
kiém an & cai dat Ha noi nay ciing phai danh nhau véi
canh n6 mot tran co ma.

Thang Chich dang lién 1au bdng im bat. Mit né dang
hén hé bong co vé tu ly. N6 1an cap quan lay miéng gb
nhon dua cho thang Tich :

- Canh n6 dong va khoe ca. Thé nao ching nd ciing
danh dugc may. May phai can cai nay dam vung Ién thi
ching n6 s¢ mdi bi nhe. Ching né ghé 1am, nhat thong
o day.

Thang Tich nghe ban n61 c6 ¥ s¢ :

- Tao cling liéu. Chir khong thi sao ma kiém an & day
duoc.

Thang Chich dit tay vao lung ban :
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- Nhung may khong lo. Tao ciing liéu v6i may. Va
néu co cung lam thi tao kéu doi1 xEp thi trai phai cha biét
dau, tm duogc chiing minh l1a ho dem dam vao bop, va
dui khui ho da cho om xac.

Thang Tich cam miéng gd vudt cai dau nhon :

- Cai nay c6 thé thing nguoi duge may a.

- Thung mé di chu.

- Nhung nhd tao ddm chung n6 chay mau thi lam thé
nao.

- Thi lan sau gip may chung né Iti. Vi tao yéu, tao
khong dam dugc thang nao chay mau day thoi.

Thang Tich nhin ban mét cach do hoi :
- Nhung néu nh& chang may né chét thi sao ?

- Chung minh ddm nhau thi may khi chét duoc. Nhung
chét thi cling thoi, chir may lam thé nao.

- O thé thi khong t6t.

- Nhung néu khong thé thi da hong ra, Noi1 thé thoi,
chtr tao thay chung n6 danh nhau hang tram tran, dam
nhau hang tram lan c6 chét choc gi dau. Nguoi 1on co.
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Thé may ¢ day cho no hay di xuéng Go-da ?
- Cho.

- U thé ciing dugc. Pang nio ching minh ciing di
chén ro1. Ching minh ngdi day choi roi1 trua khach an
dong ching minh lai kiém.
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v kiém an dau tién cua thang Tich khong duogc
may man. Sau khi n6 gio tay, nguoi c6 xe dap cau
ngay mat lai :

- A1 khién may gitr.

Roi ung dung giat xe ra duong, nhay lén di bién.
Thang Chich chay ngay lai : O hay, thé sao may khong
theo xat ma xin ?

- Tao thay nguong nguong thé nao Ay.

- O néu may cu thé thi bd me. Chiing n6 dn mic sang
trong thé nhung ché 1am dy, dn ¢ trong kia cua chéét
vai ba dong thi dwa, nhung cho ching minh mot vai
xu vé cai cong giit xe chiing n6 khong mudn dau. Phai
chay theo xin riét thi chung né méi chiu tha ra, chu
khong thi céng chi nhur cong coc ddy thoi.

- Tao biét dau. Tao thay chay theo nhu thé n6 thé nao

ay.

- O, thé ndo. Cha thé ndo ma lai lam nay duogc tién
cua chung n6 ¢ trong tui ra. Bang nh€ chung minh c6
tat ca chin xu khong. Lan sau, may nhd phai bam vao
nhu dia cho ky td1 khi ching n6é nha xu ra mé61 nghe,
nghe khong ? Nhiéu thing né co da, né mudn quyt, né
danh tao. Banh mac, tao ctr theo. Panh nhung roi no
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cling phai cho. Trur khi n6 chot an ¢ trong hiéu hét tién
thi chang ké. Tho1 doi 1am ro61 di an. Hai thang, minh an
moi dra hét ba xu, thé cling con thtra hai xu co ma.

- O sao an nhiéu thé ? Tao tuwéng & day chi mat mot
xu com mot dira va mot xu do an ca hai.

Thang Chich cudi nhe bo rang sin :

- May tuy & Kham Thién, gan Ha-noi that, nhung may
cling ngoc nhu ¢ nha qué. Bay gio 1am gi ¢6 ché nd ban
cho mét xu com an di no. Lai ddy bay gid thi hai thang
minh cling mat sau xu, ay 1a an thom thém, chr no thi
hai thang phai mot hao.

Thang Tich ché mat :
- O tai 1am sao lai thé ? Sang nay...
Thang Chich ngat 15i ban :

- Sang hom nay 1a nhitng thir dang nhé do di thi ho
ban cho chung minh. Mu6n dugc an ré nhu thé phai cho
dén chin mudi gio dém, chit bay gid an thi phai gia nhu
khach khac. May di hiéu chua ?

- A ra thé.
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- Nhiéu khi dén dy hét chir khong phai 1an nao ciing
co ré nhu thé. Thoi di, chac thang Mét n6 thay may
hang 1am, né khong dam 161 thoi chuyén nita dau. bi
chén ro1 con ra Go da dé kiém chu. Hai gio ro1. Ma ba
g10 thi GO da da mé cua.

- Nhung tao khong kiém duoc xu ndo ma tao dn cia
may..

Thang Chich phat tuc :

- Néu may clr nghi 1an than thé thi ¢ 1& ching minh
khong «lam an» chung vé1 nhau 1au duogc. Thé tai 1am
sao sang nay tao dinh n cap ctia may ma may con cho
tao an ? May nén nhé ta s& di hom nay kiém duoc tam
14 nhd ¢6 may. Thé thi du 1a may khong kiém, nhung
cling nhu 1a may kiém. Hiéu chua ? Bi, tao d6i 1am roi.

Thang Chich vao hang com véi mot bo diéu nghénh
ngang, chir khong khép nép dut dé nhu ban sang. N6
giong dac goi nha hang :

- Bon xu com, hai xu sao day.
Ong chu hang com nhin cai ti€u tyy cua ching no :

- Ching may c6 tién khong da ?
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Thang Chich vénh véo :

- O hay, sao dng hoi do thé ? Khong c6 tien ma chung
toi lai vao nha hang an com ?

R61 n6 va vao ti thang Tich cho xu kéu léng séng :
- «B06 cuy» dich ! «bo cu» dich !

Nha hang séi ra hai bat com trang khéi boc nghi ngut,
Thang Chich cam bat com dua Ién miii ngui cai khoi
ay:

- K€ ¢0 tién an nhirng thir com nay ¢ hang day ciing
khoai hon an cai com ngudi ban sdng, may nhi ?

- May no61 nhu that.
Thang Chich nhoén miéng cuoi :

- May xem sao, béo ngdy ngay ngay. Nhung chi phai
it qua.

Thang Chich gap mot miéng thit trau dé vao bat minh:

- Hai xu an thit, doi nhiéu thé nao duogc. May xem
miéng thit dé vao ludi, tao thay tinh ca nguoi. Giau ké
cling khoai that.

- Nhung chiing minh bao gi¢ gidu ?
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- A biét dau. Cai sb gioi cho. May c6 biét khong, 130
cai Hai c6 may gidy nha & phd hang Day trudc kia ciing
1a cu ly xe va cai 1do Han ¢ phd hang Bong by gio dién
6 t choang, trude kia ciing chi 13 Quit. Biét dau roi sau
nay nhén chiing minh lai chang ngi & giudng tay, roi
lai cha muon thang bép béo kia vé 1am com cho ching
minh «thoy.

Anh bép dang thai thit thay thang Chich tré minh lién
ngung tay :

- Chting may ndi xau gi tao day ?
Thang Chich cling ngliing va :

- Anh chac ¢6 nhiéu cai xau lam nén dong thay ai noi
gi anh cling tuéng la nguo1 ta no1 xau anh ?

Anh bép quac mat :

- Do danh con chi 140 !

Thang Chich ciing nhan miii :

- Néu khéng thé sao anh dong long ?

Cai ctr chi hon 140 ctia né 1am cho anh Bép cau, anh
do dao :




Lé Van Trwong | 66

- Ong lai ctra c6 di bay gio.
Thing Chich dung diy do co :
- Pay. Chi lai s¢o khong duogc rii tu, gioi, gioi, cua di.

Anh Bép dit dao, tat manh cho né mot cai. Mat thang
bang, thang Chich nga chii miii ngay xudng san gach,
mau do ra Iénh lang.

Thay mau, anh bép hoang s, con thang Tich thi dimg
phat ngay day sung s0 :

- Sao chung toi dén an hang anh lai ddm d4nh chung
to1 ?

Chu hang théy co truyén chay lai nang thiang Chich
day, nhung thang Chich nhat dinh khong day, cu lan ra
keu vang nha : 0i 6 ong «cu lity o1 ! 61 6ng «cu lity o1, nod
giét toi, no giét chét t6i !

Nha hang cuéng cudng, lay khin lau mau cho no;
nhung nd nhat dinh khong cho lau, ctr gao am 1én, va
gidy danh dach nhu dia phai voi.

Nha hang vira ¢6 bit mém no6, vira van-vi :

- Im 1m, tao xem thé nao, roi tao dén.
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- O, c6 sao dau.
No hét 1én nhu co1 :

- Panh nguoi chay mau mom mau miii lai bao khong
sao. O1 6ng «cu lity o1 !

Ngudi an hang ¢ trong v&i ngudi to mo ¢ ngoai xim
dén dong dac. Va ba chu hang luc ay cling mdi ¢ trong
bép chay ra.

- A tudng ai, thang nay thuong trua n6 van dén an
com & day ma. Nao xem sao nao. A co6 sao. Thoi thoéi
day di dé cho tao budn, tao ban; tao cho mét hao.

Thang Chich ctr rén, ctr la nhung khi ba hang dui cho
n6 mot hao, no cling cur cam.

Ba hang thay n6 cam hao roi, lién bao :

- Lay hao roi thi day di, chr con nam an va mai day
a?

Miéng néi, tay ba séc nach thang Chich day. Lan nay,
n6 khong chong cu, n6 chi rén U :

- May danh 6ng chay mau, may tu vdi ong, may tu
vo1 ong !
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- Mau dau, mét ti. Thoi dén hao rdi, di di, di di cho
tao ban hang.

Thang Tich chay lai d& n6 :
- C6 sao khong may ?

N6 nham mat khong gia nhoi. Ba hang day hai dira
ra khoi cua :

- Thoi moi cac ong di di dé cho toi budn toi ban.
ROi ba quay lai mang anh bép :

- May chi sinh sy dé 16i thoi rac réi cho nha ba. May
danh no6 thé nhd qua tay no6 chét ra & day co phai day da
dén ba khong.

Mi¢ng no1 nhung tay ba cir dem hai dira cho di xa mai
ra.

Thang Tich hai tay 6m ban diu di, ma miéng ctr ludn
ludn hoi :

- May c¢6 lam sao khong ? May co6 lam sao khong ?
Thang Chich cr dén di :

- Pau 1am, dau 1am tao chét mat, tao chét thi no tu véi
tao !
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Nhung dén khi quat ra phd Bo song, nd clirng ngay
nguoi lai r61 nhoén miéng cuoi :

- C6 viée coc gi dau. May dung s¢. Tao lam tién no
day ma.

Théng Tich théy ban khong sao, mung 10 ra mat :
- Thé may khong sao that a ?

- Cha that thi dbi u ? Néu tao c6 sao thi tao ¢ nam
ligt day dé nd nudi tao chir tao lai chiu di a ? Cai miii
tao hay chdy mau cam ma.

Vira né1 nd vira do hao lén :

- Thé ma c6 13i. May ngay khong phai di lam tién nira
day. Tot, tot, tot.

Thang Tich c6 vé khong bang long :

- Tai sao may lai thé ?

Thang Chich quay ngay lai cau mit :

- Khong thé ma lai c6 cai nay. O may ngdc !

Thang Tich ling im mot khac




Lé Van Trwong | 70

- Nhung dugc tién thé thi khong thich. Tai lam sao
may cu tréu choc nguoi ta, dé nguoi ta danh may ?

- Thi tao da chot tréu, thi n6 da chot danh, thi tao
cling phai vin vao ddy dé lam tién chir chang nhé lai dé
cho n6 danh khong a ? N6 ma khong cho tao hao bac,
tao con nam an va thi phai biét.

Thang Tich lang-ling di canh ban khong néi gi nira.
Thang Chich thay thé bon chon :

- May gian tao day & ?
- Khong, nhung may lam thé tao khong thich.

- May khong thich thé thi tir gio tao thoi. Nhu dugc
hao chi nay, hay ctr an cho thich da, chiéu nay, chung
minh chén phé cho ky no nghe khong ?

- May an, tao khong dn. Ay quén, tao lai chua gia tién
com no.

Vira n6i thang Tich vira quay lai. Thi thang Chich da
voi vang kéo no di :

- Gia, con gia, cai con ché ddy nay. O may dién day.
Thé 13 phuc cho né r6i, chi mat c¢6 hao sau, cht néu 6ng
ma nam va mot lac nira thi con thiét 1a vo sb. May ngd
ngan lam. Thé thi song lam sao dugc. May phai biét,
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nhiéu dtra n6 con déu bang may muoi chiing minh, chtr
chting minh thi 1am céc gi. N6 danh tao thi n6 phai dén
cho tao mot hao sau, thé 1a it day. Minh dau thi minh
duoc tién lai, co thé thoi. Sao may phai cau mat.

Thang Tich méc thi 14y ra sdu xu dua cho thang Chich:
- Pay thé ctia may thi may giir 1ay.

- O hay, tao da bao chung minh 1am an chung co ma.
May giit ca lay hao nay. Thé 1a ching minh c6 tat ca
hao tam. Ngay nay, ngay mai, ngay kia khong con can
gi nura.

Thang Tich nhat dinh khéng cam :
- Théi ctia may, may cam lay.

Théng Chich dirng lai nhin cham cham vao mat thﬁng
Tich :

- Thé may khong cam that a ? Tao ném di nay.
- Ctia may thi may muon lam gi tiy may.
Thang Chich hd héc mom :

- Thé may nhat dinh khong 1am an chung véi tao nira
a?
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- Nhung tao khong thich 1am an thé !
- Thé thi may quych.
R6i no gidt phat sau xu & tay thiang Tich quay di :

- May khong bang 1ong thi thoi, chung minh khong
choi v6i nhau nira.

Miéng noi, chan n6 budc vé phia chg Pong Xuan.

Thang Tich nhin theo hat thang Chich long hoang
mang. N6 cam thdy nhu vira méi mat mot cai gi. Va
mot cai gi lanh lanh ctua ngéy hom qua lai dot nhap Véo
long no. Gitra ngu:(n di tap nap no lai thay minh tréng
trai va tro troi, trong trai gitra phan dau tro troi trudc
ngay mai.

Tuy thé, nhung khi n6 thdy thiang Chich & dau dudng
di tro lai, n6 cling khong hoi, mic dau nd thdy mung
mimg. Con thang Chich ciing chi nhin né cham chip
ma khong hoi.

C6 18 trong mot khoang rat ngan, hai dira xa nhau,
tam hon ching nd cung c¢6 mdt cam gidc nhu nhau,
nhung bay gio long tu 4i dén da de di cai cam giac ay
xuéng roi.
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Thang Chich da di qua thang Tich. Luc ay thi thang
Tich khong cam duoc long nita, n6 quay dau lai dé vira
gdp thang Chich dung lai dé nhin minh.

Thang Chich thay thé voi chay ngay lai nam tay no :

- May gian tao that day a ? C6 thé ma may gian tao
that day a ?

Thang Tich lac dau :

- Khong. Nhung tao thdy may lam thé tao khong
thich.

- Tai 1am sao may khong thich trong khi tao 1am thé
thi tao kiém duorc tién ?

- Tao cling khong hiéu, nhung tao thiy tao khong
thich.

- U may khong thich thi tir gio tao thoi, nhung may la
qua. Gia «ching né» ma thay tao «lam tién» dugce nhu
thé thi chung né thich mé di day. Thoi tir gio, tao thoi.
Pay may cam lay tién. Tao thdy khong duoc tiéu tién
v6i may, tao kho kho 1am sao Ay.

- U thé dé tao gifr, tir gid ching minh tiéu chung,
kiém chung.
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Hai dtra lai khoac tay nhau di, sung suéng dugc am
ap vi nhau, sung suong c6 ¢ bén minh mdt nguoi ban
de cung chia sé.

Di gan dén cho Pong-Xuan, thang Chich quay lai
hoi:

- A thé tao hoi that may, gia tao khong quay lai thi
may co di tim tao khong ?

Thang Tich tim tim :

- Tao vira dinh dudi theo may thi thay may lai. Xa
may tao cling thay kho kho lam sao ay.

Thang Chich béo manh cénh tay ban réi nhoén miéng
cuoi :

- Thé ma con lam bd. Thay ngudi ta di sat minh lai
vénh cai mat Ién khong them hoi.

Thang Tich ciing cudi :
- U luc ay tao ciing khong hiéu tai 1am sao.
Mit thang Chich dang tuoi bong siu lai :

- Tai may khong thuong tao chur gi.
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Thang Tich gia nhoi bang cai giong buc tirc

- O khong phai thé, may ding nghi thé may.

Thang Chich voi vang lic lic tay ban :

- U thé thi thoi.

Dén trudc ctra chg Pong-Xuan, thang Chich hoi ba
dtra nho cling 161 thoi l1éch théch nhu ching n6 :

- Dan chay day may. Pay 1a tiéu yéu chir c6 1am thang
an mac sang trong 1am co. Nhiéu lan ching no ru tao
vao bon nhung tao sg bi tu, tao khong ddm vao. O may

chua biét b1 don ? Chung n6 noéi truyén vai tao ho tim
duoc, ho gia can than lam.

Thang Tich chb mat :
- Chay thi lam sao ma nguoi ta danh lai may.
Thang Chich cudi ngit ngheo :

- Tao quén khong nhd may méi & trong 16 chui ra dat
Ha Noi. Dan chay 1 an cap 1a «phi-luy, 1a cat tai, 1a
giat mi, 13 b6p khan may da hiéu chua ? Ay nay, budc
xu hdo vao cap quan co, khong chung né cling khong
tha ching minh dau. May ding tudng thdy 4o rach ma
chung no6 thuong.
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Théng Tich suc nhd lai cai luc théng Chich dinh an
cap cua minh, nhin né gat gu :

- Phai may biét 1am,

- A tai tao d6i qua.

- TUr gio may dung thé nira.

- Nhung d6i 16n mé 1én thi may bao thé nao ?

- Thé ctr d6i thi di an cap a ? Khong phai cai 16i thé.
- May chua biét : d6i khé 1dm co.

- Tao d4 bi d6i nhiéu lan tao hiéu. Kho thi phai chiu,
cht lai di lay by, lay ba nhiing c4i khong phai cua
minh nhu thé a ? Hom 4y may gdp tao, gid may gip
nguoi khac nd tim nd danh may hay né dua 1én cam, co
phai béu khong ? Tai tiéng dén nha thi may bao...

- Tao khéng c6 nha, tao khong can.

- Nhung it ra may cling tu tQ1, it ra may cling bi nhét
vao cai nha pha.

- Nhung néu ngudi ta khong bat dugc ?

- May tuong thé. Tram bo duoc cling vé duge con
¢ch. Da an cap thi thé nao cling ¢6 1an nguoi ta bat duoc.
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Chting c6 tao da bat dugc may. Tao khuyén may tir gio
dirng c6 thé 1a hon. Doi thi nhin, chtr khong nguoi ta
bat dugc, é lam. Va mot khi ching minh di choi voi
nhau, tao khong bang long may nhu thé.

- U thi thoi. Nhung may khong bang nhiéu tht lam.

- A. Thi may thir xem, may ndm an va, mau mom
mau miii be bét, dat cat [am ca, tao trong no € € thé nao
ay.

Thang Chich pha Ién cuoi :

- Cai quang canh ay thi khi khong dep that. May noi
phai. Chinh nhiéu lan gip ¢ duong, «cu lit» xich tay
nhirng dan chay di qua, tao cling khong nd nhin. Khong,
c6 anh c6 em khuyén nhau cling c6 hon. Bay gio doi thi
tao nhin duogc, béi c6 may cung nhin véi tao. Chir mot
minh ma nhin d6i thi siu va bi lam may a.

Hai dtra kéo nhau dén trude ctra nha Go-da thi da
thay co hai dua khac ding cho & day dé gitr xe dap cho
khach vao mua hang roi.

- Hong ching minh dén cham qua. Cac 6n con da dén
trude chung minh roi.

- Thé n6 ki€ém ching minh cling kiém chur sao.
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- O khong duoc. O day khong tranh nhau loan si nhu
& hang Buém duoc. Pay 1a phd tay, tranh nhau loan si
thi «cu lity ho nén 6m. Cho 1a «ma-ca-bongy bat bo
bop ngay. May chua biét chir bi bo bop khod lam co.
Rép mudi dot thi phai biét. Lai bi dot hai muoi bon gio
khong duoc dn duge udng.

- Thé may da bi bé bop lan nao chua ?
- Hai lan r6i.
- Tai sao. May an cap a ?

- Khéng. Tao méi moc ti ciia may 1a 1an dau thi b
tom, con thi tao chi xoay hoa qua hay céc thirc an si
sang cuia cac hang dong théi. Tao bi bd bop mot lan vi
tao ngu o trudce hién nha bi «cu lity tom duge. Con mot
lan thi 14u 1dm roi, tai lam sao, tao bj bat, tao khong
nhd. Nhung thoi nhic dén nhitng chuyén «ma bun» ay
lam gi, n6 kho 1ong lam.

Thang Tich khong thoi :

- Thé ngti & vuon hoa nhu chung minh t6i hém qua,
«cu lity ¢6 bat khong ?

- Tai lam sao khong ?
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Thang Tich lo ling 10 ra mait :

- Thé ti nay chiung minh ngt dau ?

- Ngu ¢ vuon hoa hay ¢ cac hién nha ay !
- Thé nhd «c lit,»trong thay bat ?

- Thi @ 1é vao bép nam hai muoi bon gid, cht chung
minh khong c6 nha d€ ngu thi lam thé nao.

Thang Tich ngdm nghi mot lat roi thot ra
-Thé thi chiing minh kho that may nhi ?

- O, may néi nhu that. May khong biét chtr ¢6 nhiéu
hom kho qua, tao nhin nhiing con ché sém ngdi chém
ché trén 6-to, roi tao ude gia tao hién ra dugc lam cho
dé duogc an no va dé cho nguoi ta khoi danh.

- O may n6i dé. Kho thi kho, chtr 1am ngudi van
suéng hon lam ché. Sao may... gi thé ? Sang hom nay
may vira ndi véi tao rang biét dau sau nay chung minh
cha gidu c6. Va cai ong cai gi ¢6 bao nhiéu nha gach
trude lam cu-li xe co ma.

- U thi chiing minh néu gip may ciing c6 thé nhu thé.

Chang qua ltc kho qua, d6i qua, tao nghi bay nhu thé
ma thoi.
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- U ¢6 thé chir. Tao lai tudng may nghi that nhu thé.
Chung minh bay gid con bé thi né khd nhu thé nay,
nhung nhén 1én, chiing minh biét 1am biét an thi nd phai
kha. Chir ché thi suot doi chd mai.

Mot hang ban khoai lang di qua. Thang Tich tro
nhitng cu khoai mong mong chat ngot :

- Gia bay gio co phép gi cho nhitng con lgn kia chay
vao bung chiing minh thi th nhi ?

- Lam cho gi co6 cai phép ay. May muodn an thi xu day
mua ma an.

- Nhung may ¢6 an khong da chir.
- Tao con no.

- Thé thi tao ciing théi.

- O tai 1am sao thé ?

- C6 may an thi né mai vui.

- Thé may c6 d6i khong ?

- Ké thi ciing khong doi.

- O thé thi th6i. Chiing minh khong nén dn nham. Dé
cho lic nao that doi an com mot theé. May cir hay co
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cai ching no bung déi con mat ay, khong tét. Hom nay
co tién, nhung biét mai c6 ki€ém dugc khong ? Phai dé
danh chu.

- U may nghi phai.

Chiing né di loanh quanh may pho roi qua phd hang
Cau thi thang Chich nghe c6 tiéng nguoi goi tén no. N6
quay lai r61 murng r& bao thang Tich :

A thang «Cu Ongy. Thang nay tir té lam may, c6 mot
lan no cho tao mot xu pho. Pa lau 1am tao khong gip
nd, bay gio no lai danh gidy danh giac thé kia co a ? -
Cu nhi, may di dau lau thé tao khong gip.

- Tao sang kiém @n ¢ bén cho Gia 1am. Roi thang Ga-
Mai n6 theo thay n6 di lam mo né truyén lai cho tao
nghé danh giay, tao moi lai vé day dugc may hom.

- The bay gio may lai ¢ luén Ha noi chu ?
- Khong, tao di lam tién ro1 tao lai vé Gia lam.

- O, phai va me, di qua hét cai cau song cai thi con
cho gi 1a com.

- Nhung tao bay gio khong bang long ¢ bén nay nira.
A thang nao day.
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- Quén tao chua bao may : Canh hau cua tao day. Bay
210 nd voi tao kiém chung.

- A thang Séu, n6 méi danh nhau véi thang Mét nhat
trinh bu6i sdng hom nay day phai khong ?

- U. N6 gia thang Mét can than. Bay gid c¢6 nd, khong
thang nao dam bat nat tao ca. Nhung sao may biét ?

- Tao gap thang Lo Lem no néi truyén véi tao lic ndy.
Ro6i tao nhin cai bo gio 1éu déu cua no thi tao biét chr
sao. Thang Lo-Lem noéi thang Mét dinh ri canh danh
no, nhung sau sg nhd gap n6 mot minh, no bao thu lai
thoi.

- U thao nao, chiing tao doi ca budi sang & hang Buom
khong thay n6 dem céanh lai. A ra no so thang chang Séu
roi. Tuyét | Tuyét ! A thé nao do ndy may doi nghé co
khé khong. Hay ciing van d6i meo nhu truée. Tao xem
do nay may kéng hon trudc.

- D6 nay u tao khoi dau mat da di cho duge. Voi lai
c6 nghé thi n6 van hon, chtr di cho coi xe dap thi bap
bénh l[am. HOom nay tao ki€ém dugc gan hai hao roi.

- O thé thi vua 1im nhi.
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- Ma hom qua, tao cling duoc hao tu.

- O... chiia that
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a dtra dang noi truyén thi c6 ngudi goi danh giay.

Cu Ong bo ban chay bién ngay lai. Thang Tich
cling dén xem. N6 nhan xét nhitng ctr chi ctia thang Cu
Ong mot cach k¥ cang, roi dén khi nguoi khach gia tién
di roi, n6 mi luc lai cai hom danh giay roi hoi thang Cu
Ong :

- Co6 thé ma duoc hai xu u ?

- U, day 1a do co, chit ¢c6 nguoi cho ba xu. Tuy mat
tiivon kem va phan, nhung suéng hon 1a giir xe dap,
lai c6 khach luon. Va mét khi lam xong la nguoi ta gia
tién, chr khong phai lai nhai chay theo xin.

- U thé nay thich hon nhiéu cht.

- Nhung phai ¢6 von mua kem, mua phan, dong hom,
mua ban chai. Va phai c6 mdt miéng da nhu miéng nay.

- Tat ca may sam mat bao nhiéu ?

- Tao mua lai cua thang «Ga Mai» c6 nam hao, cht
no sam mo1 mat nhitng hon mot dong,

Thang Chich 1¢ ludi :

- Mot dong thi doi chét chiing minh cling khong co.
Thoi tao danh cur gitr nghé coi xe thoi.
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Thang Tich gd vao cai thung danh gidy roi nhin thang
Cu Ong mot cach them muon :

- Coi xe dap dau c6 phai 1a mot nghé. Khong c6 cai
gi kiém an thi phai 1am vay day thoi. Tranh nhau bang
chét, va nhiéu khi cir phai gio tay héi xin nhu dn may.
Tao khong thay thich cai nghé ay.

- O lai con nhiéu thang déu, minh lai nhai xin tién, no
bop tai cho minh 1a khac, ma minh cling khong lam gi
no duoc.

Pén déy, théng cu C)ng vuon nguc mot cach tu phu :

- Chir dang nay danh xong 1a ho phai gia tién ngay,
khong con c6 thé néi nang gi nira va clting khong bao
gi0 c6 thé danh dugc minh.

Chu Chich thay cai bo diéu kiéu cang cta thang Cu
Ong xua kia phai nhd minh che ché thi hinh nhu khong
bang long :

- O ¢6 cai n6 nhe xac hon va khoi phai chay theo xin,
nhung gap phai thang n6 gay su, n6 cur bdop tai thi lam
coc gi nd. Chiung minh thi dira déch nao n6 danh chang
duoc.

Cu Ong cii ngay :
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- Tir khi tao 1am cai nghé danh gidy nay, tao chua bj
ai danh ca.

- Thang B6t ciing 1am cai nghé danh gidy nhu may,
tao thay ctr bi nguoi ta tai cho bom bop.

- A thi n6 danh hong cua nguoi ta kéo 1a. Thr gidy
«don» ma lau nham cai dé danh giay den dé den giay
cua nguoi ta thi nguoi ta ddnh cho hdc mau cling khong
kéu duoc.

- A thé sao may bao nguoi ta khong danh dugc.

- Tao bao khong lam héng thi ngudi ta khong danh
dugc, chir [am hong thi ngudi ta dung danh cho u.

- A thé cling 12 bi danh.
Thay hai dtra ctr ci v nhau mai, thang Tich lién can:

- Chung may ctr cdi nhau nhu thé dé lam gi. Théi im
di. Thiang «Cu Ong» ndy c6 vé nha thi liéu ma vé di,
chtr may den kéo dop gioi thé kia khong khéo mua dén
noi bay gio.

- Mua tao ciing khong can. Téi tao vé ciing duoc.
Mua bay gio cling khong mua lau.
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R6i chd mot hang bun :

- Chiing may c¢6 d6i thi tao cho tién ma an bun, cht
tao thi cho toi tao vé nha an com. U tao bao gid cling
de phan tao.

Thang Chich nhan ngay :

- Puoc r6i. May di co long tot thi chung tao an.
Nhung may co6 thé dai tao dugc bao nhiéu nao.

- Cho chiing may an no thi thoi.

- O thé thi sau xu day.

Miéng ndi chan lia ngay dén hang bun :
- Cho hai bat, mdi bat mot xu.

Thang Tich hot hoang ndi ngay :

- Mot bat thoi. Tao khong an.

- Tai sao may khong an ?

- Tao chua thay doi,

- O thé thi tao ciing khong an.

- Thoi nha hang da sap bat kia roi may an mot xu vay.
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Thang Cu Ong vira néi vira vit mot xu ra. An xong
thang Chich con muodn di noi truyén nita véi thang Cu
Ong, nhung thang Tich da bao :

- Thoi dé nod vé, nha né xa. Nhd mua mot cai khd no.
Thang Cu Ong di 16i, thang Chich héi thang Tich :

- Sao n6 mo1 may, may khong an ?

- N6 v6i tao chira quen may, tao khong thich thé.

- O tao nhu may, tao an cho no6 chét. Tao thay n6 xach
duoc cai hom danh gidy mdt n6 vénh vao, tao ghét lam.
Tao muodn sat cho n6 mot tran, chir tao c6 doi dau.

- May cir thé. N6 ciing nhu chung minh, khong
thuong no thi thoi, la1 d1 lam hai n6 1a nghia 1y gi. May
thé khong tot. Tao tudng anh em thay n6 kha thi minh
mimg cho nd, chit may thdy no kha may lai ghét né
khong nén.

- Nhung tao thiy cai b «ta day» cua n6 tao khong
tiéu duoc. Tao kho chiu lam.

- Tao thi tao cha thay kho chiu ti gi ca. Tao chi thay
n6 tot vdi chung minh ma thoi. C6 tién, nd tudng chiing
minh d6i né c6 1ong t6t moi chung minh in, chung minh
da khong cam on thi chd, sao chling minh lai nghi cach
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lam hai né ? May ctr thé nén tao khong thich. Gia du
bay gid c6 thang né mudn sat may, may c6 bang long
khong ? Tao hoi that.

- Han 12 tao khong bang long.

- O thé tai 1am sao may lai mudn sat nguoi. May thay
no6 kha may ghét no thi sau nay may kha chac la c6 dua
ghét may. Anh em thi phai mong cho nhau kha chir lai.

Thang Chich nim tay thang Tich :

- Théi tao xin 16i may. T gio tao khong thé nira, May
tot hon chung n6 nhi€u. Ching né ma thay ai co tién thi
«sat» phai biét.

- An ctia nguoi 1a khi cung bat dac di minh khong c6
co, chir ¢6 thi dn lam gi. Huong ho noé cling ngheo nhu
minh.

Chang no dén hang Buom thi mua d6 Xuéng nhu
chat. Thang Chich chép miéng :

- Thé nay thi con ché né dén an. Con lam tién nudc
me gi nita. Tao, tao so nhat nhu’ng dém mua gi6. Vua
khong c6 tién vira budn thé nao ay may a. O, may chua
biét, vé mua rét khd 1am. Rét lai mua nita thi 4 a, kho
khong chd néi.
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- Mua rét ma khong ¢6 com an nira...

Thang Chich bit mom ban :

- Tho1 may, dirng noi nita, tao ghé ca minh. Nhung
bay gi0 mdi thang bay, rét cling con lau.

- Cha bao nhi€u nira, ba thang thoi.

Roi vubt 1an da mbc meo cua thang Chich :

- Phai lam thé nao c6 cai 40 ma mic chtr. Mua rét
nam ngoai may c6 4o khong ?

- Co.

- Thé dau 6i ?

- O may tinh, tir mua rét nim ngoai dén nay, 40 ndo
ma con dugc. Thi nht lai nam dat ndm cat nhu ching
minh, quan 4o chong cach 1dm. Hoa c6 da 1a con. Tao
dang lo gioi rét nam nay, khong biét 1y gi ma mic.

- May chi lo ¢ 16 miéng. Kiém dugc dong nao may
chi mudn an cho hét. Bay gio mot cai 4o ciia may mat
bao nhiéu tién nhi.
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- Mua lai cai1 a0 cti chi ba bon hao thoi.

- Thé thi khong lo. Tir nay dén ngay ay, chung ta sé
cO soay.
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Chwong Thir Ba

Sau khi d3 rira may ro bat cho ba chu hang com va
sau khi da gia ba xu dé dugc an hai bat com ngudi va
mot chit man man, thang Tich hoi thang Chich :

- Mua thé nay khong ngii duoc & vuon hoa thi ngi
dau t61 nay hé may ?

- O dung lo. Tao biét hét cac x6 hé Ha nodi nhu ban
tay tao. Chung minh nao c6 dudng gbi chin dém gi
kénh cang ma bao s¢. Mién 1a chd nao nudc mua khong
dén, ching minh nam la duoc roi. Mién 13 tim duoc chd
nao vang, «ct lity khong hay di dén dé ho tom ching
minh di 12 dugc roi. Ma mua nay ho ciing chang di dau.
Chtng minh nga & cai hién nao chang dugc..

Di dugc mot quing, thang Chich bdng reo 1én :

- A tao nhd ra 161, c6 cho nay ngu suéng lam, sudng
nhu tién.

N6 dat thang Tich di qua nam bay phd rdi chui vao
mot cai ngd. N6 tro mdt cai dau thém dién tich do ba
thudc vuodng :

- Pdy may xem c6 suéng khong, mua khong bao gio
hat dén ca. A hom nay, ho khong «chap chengy». Moi
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dém ho con «lung tung xoeng» dé ru cho minh ngu nira
kia day.

No6i xong, no tréo thoan thoat 1én mot cai cot, kéo &
trong mgt hoc ra mot nam dé :

- PBay la cai 4o cua tao trudc, tao dé danh 1am choi va
g0i.

No lau mau thém sach s¢€, r61 nam wvdém ngay xuong :
- May xem ngu nhu thé nay thi ngu c6 suéng khong?
Vira nam duoc mot 1at, no6 lai chom day :

- Ma may dat tién, ndm vao trong, khong nhd t61 co6
«dan chay» n6 lan mat.

Thang Tich dé dong hao va sau xu ra dém k¥ cang,
ro1 mdi budc chat vao tan trong cap quan. Budc xong
no bao thang Chich :

- SO tién nay ding nén tiéu dén may a. Mai hai dira 6
di kiém. R61 danh dum mua mdét bo d6 danh giay nhu
thang Cu Ong thi dan dan kha dugc.

- Lau 1am madi duge dong bac may a.
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- U, 1au thi lau. Nhung c6 thé méi kha duogc. May
thir tuong tuong bay gid tao cé mot bo d6 danh gidy,
may c¢6 mot bo d6 danh gidy mdi dira kiém ngay duogc
hai hao, hay chi mot hao théi, nhu thé c6 phai ngay nao
cling no, ma may thi khong con lo khong c6 4o mac.
R6i dén mua rét, chiing minh lai mua dugc moi dira mot
cai 4o vé sinh vé siéc cling chua biét chimg. May thir
tuong tuong gidi rét khong cé 4o, nam day thi dit rudt
ra chu.

- O thé ma ndm ngoai, tao cling chang thay dirt rudt ti
nao. Ma nam ngoai tao mai co 1€n bay. N6 quen di chur.

- Panh rang quen, nhung c6 4o thi ¢6 phai suéng hon
khong ?

- Thi da han. Ma néu chung minh hai nguoi, nam sat
vao nhau, no lai c6 hoi néng am, no lai khong rét may.

Vira néi, thang Chich vira nam xich lai thang Tich r6i
gac chan 1én bung ban : Thoi tao thi tao chi muén chiing
minh & mai dugc véi nhau. May mudn tinh thé nao thi
tinh. Tao thi tao thiy dugc & gan may dé khong thang
nao bat nat dugc tao 13 tao sudng roi. Tao gip may tao
thic‘h lam. May ttr t& hon chiing nd, may khac chung nod
nhicu.
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- Tao gap may tao cling thich. Khong gap may thi tao
16 ng&d khong biét dang nao ma lan & cac phd Ha ndi
nay ca.

- O may c6 16 ngé thi cling chi 16 ngé may ngay dau
thoi, chir tao thi ctr bi chung né bat nat mai.

- Nhung cling c6 mot ngay kia may nhon chur.

- O may bao mdi ngay chung né gid cho may chuc
qua tong nhu thé thi con nhén lam sao dugc. Khong,
tao gap may co6 nhé roi tao nhdn dugc.

Mleng noi, tay dat 1én nguc thang Tich. Thang Tich
cam lay céi ban tay tro xwong nan cic ngén :

- U may gay that. Thoi cho khi nao chung minh c6 do
1€ danh giay, chung minh kiém duogc, tao s€ cho may an
nhié€u thi may c6 thé béo.

- Tao ma béo dugc bang nra may thi tao cling da
sudng lam roi.

- Tao béo gi ma beo.

- May khong béo, nhung may nhén, may cao, may
khoe.

- Tur g16 may phai nghe tao.
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- Thi bao gio tao cha nghe may. May xem ca ngay
hom nay...

- Ching minh bay gio phai an it chu, chi an du song
thoi. Néu moi ngay dé dugc nam xu thi hai muoi hom,
ching minh s€ c6 dong bac.

- C6 dong bac thi hiy sam d6 1é danh giay cho mot
minh may thoi. Roi may kiém duoc tién, may lai saim
cho tao sau. Tao thi ctr di giit xe dap. May phai biét di
danh giay, con phai c6 4o nira. Tran nhu tao, ngudi ta
khéng mudn. Vi lai tao trong hé loat choat, nguoi ta
cho 1a tao khong biét danh, nguoi ta khong muén. Ay
vi tao chim chich ma chung n6 tranh hét khach ciia tao.
Nguoi ta cho la tao nho khong coi dugce, chr nguoi
ta co biét dau rang tuy nho, nhung tao lau bang mudi
chung né. Bé nhiéu cai lau 1am may a.

- O may bé nguoi, nhung may khon. A a, tao nghi ra
1oi.

N6 vung day. Thang Chich ciing ving ddy nhin né.

- Mai dem cai dé nay di. Mdi khi giit xe dap cho ai

thi chung minh lau xe cho ho that bong. Thé nao khi ra
trong thay xe sach s&, ho cling cho thém mot vai xu.
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- U phai day. Thé ma tao khong nghi ra. Ngay mai,
méy don m()t dau duong, tao d6n mot dau duong. Xong
101 rnay xuong Go-da. G6-da dong ctra thi chiing minh
lai vé hang Buom.

Thing Chich néi dén day bdng c6 vé tu Iy

- Chi kho cai chiing né dong quéa chir khong thi ciing
kha.

- Khong chiing minh ¢t lam can than thi roi sau nguoi
ta quen mat di, nguoi ta cir nho chung minh.

- Nhung mai may lau, chiing n6 thay phat tai, chung
no cling lai lau ngay,

- U'nhi, kho céi thé.

Hai dira duong ban nhau vé cach thirc lam n thi bdng
co tiéng quat :

- Pra nao ngu day, tranh chd cua tao. A chu Chich,
cha ¢6 cut di cho anh cht ngu, khong an tat xi€c bay
gio.

Thang Chich chua kip noi thi hai dira tré da xong dén
toan kéo thang Chich ra. Thang Tich ngoc co day :
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- Pra nao so dén no, tdo dam.

Nghe tiéng thang Tich, hai dira lién budng thang
Chich :

- A may 1a chang Séu phai khong ?

Thang Chich lac 4y m&i ngoi day :

- Pung r6i. Chiing may muén qué nhu thang Mét thi

ctr moé vao tao. Thang con sung 01, may ¢6 muodn s¢o thi
may cu bat nat tao di.

Trong bon bé con kiém #n bang du moi nghé ¢ dat
Ha noi cling c6 mot t& bao Thong tin, nhung td bao dy
khong can phai mdy in va gidy, va chit, va toa soan. Cai
mom ching né 1a du ca. Cai tin thang Tich danh thang
Mét budi sang, budi chiéu ca cai thé gidi «ma-ca-bongy»
bé con cua dat Ha ndi déu biét.

Thang Stng trong thay thang Tich chiu lan ngay
- Tao twong c6 minh chu Chich ¢ day.
Thang Chich nhe rang chia ham :

- Thi chung may bat nat han. Xéo, xéo di cho chung
ong ngu.
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Thang Strng ném céai mi trang da 101 rudt bac :

- Ai gia, da cdy thé ciy than. Cho chung tao nga day
may, mua kia lanh lam.

- C6 mot ti toen-hoén, ngu thé cho nao duoc. Khong,
di di.

- O trude kia sau thang, may con lay song chiing ong
xin vao nam dudi chan dé cho ching ong dap thi sao.

- O, trudc gioi rét khac.

Thang Tich nhin cai he, r0i kéo thang Chich lai gan
minh :

- Mua lanh, nam bon thang cling dugc. Thoi cho
ching n6 nam voi.

Thang Sung, thang Sty reo lén :
- U ¢6 thé chir, méi 1a anh em.

Noi xong, chung no coi trin ngay ra vat kho quan
ao dem phoi 1én may cai dinh déng ¢ tudng réi nam
xuong.

- Chung may di dau vé ma udt thé ?

- Chung tao chéo sau.
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- Thé sau dau cho tao mot qua.

- Nay, com ddy. May an thi dé chiing 6ng mai cheo
mom 1én a | Ca ngay hom nay, chiing 6ng méi suc co
mot bita budi trua, ay thé ma chung 6ng ciing khong
dam dung vao mot qua.

Thing Chich nhom day véi tay 1én boc sau cua chiing
no dé ¢ phia dau :

- Ong ctr an thi chiing may 1am gi 6ng.
Thang Tich voi kéo tay n6 lai :

- O, sao may lai thé ? Muon an thi c6 xu ddy mua
ching n6 mot xu.

Thing Suy kéo boc su lai gan :

- Khong, tao khong lay xu, day tao cho may mot qua.
Cua tao gan mot tram, an di vai qua cling van ban duogc
nam xu.

Vura no1, n6 vua lua tay vao boc méc ra mot qua dua
cho thang Tich.

Thing Chich cudp lay qua sau :
- Thé chung may khong cho 6ng a ?
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- May lam gi ma tao phai cho may, do gau, di bang
nhang. Chang S€éu, may d€ yén cho ching tao da cho n6
mot tran, bay gio no «ldo» lam.

- Théi théi, tao xin. P4y thang Chinh may an qua sau
ay d1, tao khong an dau.

Thing Strg méc ra mot qua khac dua cho thang Tich:

- Thoi thé cho n6 qua ay. May an qua nay. Anh em
vo1 nhau da 1én nudc.

- Thoi chiing may ding chap nd, né tao 1a hét.
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hang Tich dang chot vot & trén ngon cy sau voi

nhitng qua vang cho vao thi thi nghe ¢ dang sau
minh c6 tiéng «dicy, roi tiép dén tiéng kéu. N6 ngoanh
lai thi thay thang Chich da nam bep di ¢ duéi dat. So
hai, né tudt voi xudng. Xudng gan dén goc, nd thiy
thang Chich cb guong dimg day, hai tay 6m bung. Thay
ban day dugc, n6 mung qua, no chay vai lai :

- May c6 lam sao khong ?
Thang Chich tré bung, roi lai ngdi bét xudng.

Ca bon leo sau luc ay cling déu xiim dén. Ching no
ban tan lao sao.

- Khong gay chan, khong gay tay, nhung khong khéo
dap mat.

- Dap mat thi chét mét roi, con day thé nao duoc. Co
1€ chi trc bung thoi.

Thang Tich do tay toan s& bung ban thi thang Chich
vOi1 gat tay ra, nhung no van khong noi.

- May dau ¢ dau

N6 van ling im. Mot lac 1au né moéi dit tay 1én bung
ro1 khe khé noi :
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- Tao thay dau ¢ bung va ¢ nguc lam.
- Khong dap mat chu ?

N6 ldc dau.

Thang Stung ndi ngay :

- Thé thi n6 ciing nhu thang Suy hém no day thoi.
Nga thi tirc. BE n6 ngdi mot ti 1a no6 khai.
N6 ngdi, né ngdi rat lau, nhung van khong thay khoi,

no van thay dau ¢ nguc va & bung.

Mot nguoi di1 duong dung lai, biét truyén liéu bao
thang Tich :

- May la anh no6 phai khong. Bay gi¢ may phai dem
no di nha thuong, co6 1€ n6 dap 14 lach chua biét chung.

Thang Chich dang nhin mit nghe thay noi di nha
thuong hoang hot noi ngay :

- Khong, tao khong lam sao dau, tao khong di nha
thuong dau, tao chi thay hoi tirc bung thoi. Bay gio lam
thé nao cho tao v€ ctra dén tao nam mot chut thi tao
khoi.

Thing Tich lua tay vao nach nod d& day :
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- Thé may thir di xem c6 di dugc khong ? Thang
Chich di dugc may budc dung lai :

- Pau 1dm, tao chiju thoi khong di dugc dau.
Thang Stng cudi nhe rang :

- Bay gio ¢6 xe cho cau di nhé ? Nhung dao dau ra
«két» ?

Thang Tich dit ban ngdi xudng rdi toan chay di goi
xe. Thang Chich thay thé voi can :

- Ay dumg, 4y dumng. Tao di dugc. Tén tién may.

No guong ding day. Nhung di dugc vai budce, nd lai
dung lai, mo hoi va ra nhu tam. Thang Tich thay the
lién bao :

- Thoi khong tiéc may. Hét réi chung minh lai kiém.

Thang Chich can thé ndo né cling khong nghe. N6
goi xe thué vé cho ching n6 van nam. Bén dau ngd, nd

toan cong thang Chich vao. Nhung vira dit thang Chich
1én vai, thang Chich da la lang :

- Tao dau ¢ bung va & nguc, may cdng tao thi tao chét
mat.
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Thang Tich bao anh xe :

- Bac lam phuc bé dum n6 vao day hd to1, to1 gid bac
thém mot xu.

Nguoi xe bang long. Khi nguoi xe bé thang Chich dat
vao thém he rod1, y lién hoi thang Tich :

- N6 1a em may day a ?
- Khong, nhung n6 cling nhu l1a em toi.

- Néu khong dua né di nha thuong thi phai mua thude
xoa cho nd. O hiéu khach Hang Ngang, c6 mot thir
thudc t6t lam. Xua tao ciing ngd, xoa khoi ngay. O dau
diy, bén tay trai ay, nhung nhitng nim hao mét lo co.
Ma chiing may thi lam gi c6 tién. Théi tao bao lam thé
nao lay duoc it cua gid cho n6 ubng, va lay nudc giai
ngam vdi gung chudom cho no.

Nguoi xe ndi xong lay tién roi di. Thang Tich dat
thang Chinh nam xudng roi sé bao :

- Hay tao mua thubc xoa cho may nhé. Chtr tao xem
may hinh nhu dau lam. Chung minh day c6 nhimng bay
hao mot. Lo thude ¢6 ndm hao théi. Thang Chich so
mat via :
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- Khong khong. Mua hét thi roi bao gio méi c¢6 do 18
dé di danh giay. Khong, khong, tao gan khoi roi. May
mua cho tao hét tién thi réi ching minh ct thé nay mai
a ? Khong, tao khong viéc gi dau. Mudi may hom méi
dé danh dugc ngan ay. Troi oi ! tao noi thdy dau da
bung qua.

- Thi may dung noi nira. Tao khong mua dau. Nhung
bay gio lay dau ra cua.

- Thi may mua mdgt xu ngh¢ va hoa vao vdi nudce giai
xo0a cho tao cling duoc.

- U thé may nam day dé tao di mua nhé.

- Thé may dé tao nam mot minh ? May cho chung no
dén ro1 di mua cling dugc. Ching n6 hen chung n6 dén
CO ma.

% sk ok

Thing Tich di soa bao nhiéu 1a nghé va nudc giai
vao bung va nguc thang Chich, nhung né cling chang
thdy thang Chich d& mot ti ndo. N6 mua chdo vé cho
thang Chich an, thang Chich ciing khong an, chi rén.
N6 thay ban thé 10ng nén nao. Gan chiéu, n6 cho luc
thang Chich thiép di, lién chay lai phé Hang Ngang.
Chfmg do du, n6 budc chan vao hicu :
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- Chu c6 céi thude nao dé chira nguoi nga thi ban cho
t61 mot lo.

Nguoi ban hang nhin n6 :

- Co mot hop nam hao, khong kém mot xu, c6 mua
thi mua.

Théng Chich co1 cap qu::fm, dém nam hao dit 1én ban :
- Pay chti ban cho t6i mot hop.

Cam hop thudc, no lai hoi nguoi khach :

- Thé 1am thé ndo, udng hay xoa, cht bao toi.

- Trong udng ngoai xoa. Trong nay co hai vién, moi
lan cho uong mot vién. Roi véo lay mot ti hoa vao ruou
x0a ludn luon 1€n cho dau thi khoi ngay.

Thang Tich mua rugu va thuéc vé dén noi, thang
Chich van ngu. No s€ goi thang Chich day :

- Thang Lo Lem n6 méi dem dén cho may hai vién
thudc, may udng di thi roi sé khoi.

Thang Chich m¢ mat ro1 lai nham mat :

- Thi may cho tao uéng di.
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- Nhung may phai nhai chtr.

Thang Chich uong thuoc roi, thang Tich méi lai lay
hoa vao véi rugu boi khap nguc va moi bung cho né roi
cd1 4o cua minh dap 1én da nguoi cho thang Chich :

- Chiu kho ngt di. Luc day sé khoi, thang Lo-Lem n6
bao thé day.

Miéng n6 noi thé ma 1ong no ciing tin nhu thé. Vi vay
ma khi n6 thay thang Tich ngt n6 mung lam.

N6 thtrc ngdi canh ludn ¢ bén cho tdi gan nira dém
thi thang Chich cya minh m& mat. Sot sang no1 ngay :

- May thay thé nao ?
Thang Chich rén khir khir
- Tao van thay dau, nhung hinh nhu d& hon lac chiéu.

- O thé thi cai thudc ay cong hiéu day. Thé may udng
mot vién nay thi sang mai la khoi.

Thang Chich udng xong vién thube roi hoi né
- Thé may khong ngu a ?

- Tao khong can. Hay 1am sao cho may khoi. Tao phai
thirc dé xoa thudc cho may cht.
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- Khoéng, may ciing ngu di co. Ngu di r61 ngay mai
may con phai di «lam ti€n» chtr tao dau tao khong di
«lam tién» duoc roi.

Thing Tich vd cap quan :

- Tién con khoi, khong can. Ct ng di mic tao. Mai
tao nghi mot ngay da chét ai, cam bang nhu 1a mua,
chiing minh khong di kiém an dugc chir gi. A may thay
doi khong ?

Thang Chich nhin ra ngoai gioi :

- Tao ciing thay hoi d6i. Nhung bay gid khuya roi con
gi ma an.

- A ¢6 thang hang ban ca-phé ¢ dau phd, tao mua cho
may madt coc stra ndm xu nhé ?

Thang Chich chon mit :

- Tao ¢o6 phai con vua dau ma udng stra. May ctr dinh
ti€u nhieu cho tao thé thi con ché dau tién.

- O nam xu. Kiém mot nhoang. Thang Stng vira chia
tién ban sau cho tao duoc sau xu, may cir udng di cho
chong khoi, cam bang nhu minh khong di chéo sdu ngay
hom nay chtr gi. May chong khoi ngay nao thi lai sém
lam tién duoc ngay 4y. Chir may ctt nam day thi bao
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gid kiém dugc tién. Pang nao ciing thé thoi, may nghi
ma coi. Ngudi ta can phai dé danh, khong nén dn nham,
nhung lic dau nhu thé nay ma khong an cho né chong
khoi thi kiém tién dé 1am gi ? Tao mua cho may nhé.

- U thi mua. Nhung tao khong biét udng sita bao gio,
s¢ hoi khong uéng duoc. Hay may mua cho tao xu phé.

- G10 nay lam gi con phd. Sira ngot ai uéng cha duoc.
Tao lai nghe nguo1 ta bao uong sira bo lam co day. May
uong ro1 béo cling chua bi€t chung. Pung nén tiéc may
a.
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P I 'ré tho c6 nhitng can dung vé xac thit manh hon
su ban khoan cua tam-hon. Thang Tich ngdi coi
ban dén qua hai gio dém thi mét qua thiep di.

Luc n6 do day thi thang Chich ddy trudc n6 da lau
roi. N6 n6i nhu dé xin 101 ban :

- Coi ngudi 6m nhu tao ciing chan. Bay gid may thé
nao roi ? Tai lam sao may day ma khong goi tao day ?

- Tai tao thay may nga ngon qua. Tao bay gioi di d&
dau, thi khong thay tirc may nira. Tao chi thay mét thoi.

Ro61 cam chiéc 4o dua cho thang Tich :

- Théi may mdc 4o vao thi con di lam an chtr. Mua
ngh¢ va xura cac thtr cho tao tir hom qua mat dén bay
tam xu roi con gi.

- O dung ¢6 tiéc tién, mién cho chong khai, tirc 1a tién
day.

RO1 cam chiéc 40 ném giad thang Chich :

- May 6m ma bay gio hoi lanh phai can ao, chur tao

khong can. Pau may néng dan dat day nay.

- Nhung tao quen, khong lanh. May di «lam tién» ma
khong c6 4o thi ai nguoi ta tin. Vo1 lai may con can phai
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ra Go6-da co ma. Khong 4o thi ra G6 da lam sao dugc.
Ching minh can la can lam an chur c6 can am dau.

- Nhung nhitng lac may bi han nhu thé nay, can cho
may chong khoe hon.

- Khong, khong, may phai chiéu tao. May ¢ nha thi
tao lau khoi lam. Tao lay may.

- Tao di, nhd may ¢ nha lam sao thi ai trong coi.

- Tao khong can ai trong coi ca. Tao cha lam sao ca.
Tao c6 lam sao thi da lam sao r6i. Thoi may di di, di
ngay di.

- U, thi tao di, nhung tao ciing phai mua cai gi cho
may an da cha. Tir ngay hom qua dén bay gio, may mai
c6 mot hdp sira vao bung.

- Thoi may cur di lam tlen vé 101 lay cai tién ay mua
cho tao, chtr tao an vao Von tao sot ruot 1&m.

- Nhung tao di ma may chua an gi, thi tao khong yén
long dugc. May muon cho tao di thi may phai an mot
ti gi da.

- U thé may mua cho tao nira xu chao. May di mua
mau mau lén. Cai bat dan tao dé & kia kia.
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Vira n6i, thang Chich vira lay tay day thang Tich.

- Thi hay khoan. Py con it rugu thudc ddy dé tao soa
cho may da nao.

- Thé thi mau lén.
RO1 cui xudng nhin bong madt gioi nga ¢ ven thém :

- Bay gio dén chin gid ro1, may trung trinh mai vi tao
thi con gi 1a tho1 gio nira.

Thang Tich soa thudc cho ban xong thi di mua chao.
Trai voi 101 ban, n6 mua nhiing mot xu chédo, hai xu
x061 va kém thém mot miéng dau. Thang Chich thay thé
gidy nay :

- Chng minh ¢ phai con nha gidu ddu ma may mua
cho tao nhiéu thé ? Tao dd bao may chi mua cho tao nira
xu chao tho1 ma.

Thang Tich gat :

- Thoi may 161 thoi vira vira chir, an di cho chong khoi
roi chung minh ciing di kiém. Chtr tao di mot minh chac
la khong nhay, tao chi c¢6 cai khoe chir tao khong «lauy
duoc bang may. Me kiép, ctr dic doi, an dugc 1a tién
day.
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Thang Chich sung sudng nhoén mi¢ng cuoi, nhung
no chi hup co6 ntra bat chdo va an mgt nam so1 thoi.

- O hay, an 1a tién cta may an it thé thi nudc gi ?

- Nhiing tao khong thé nao an dugc nira thi may bao
sao. May an di, GO da sap dong ctra 161 ma cao lau hang
Budm bay gio thi chua c6 khach dén an.

- U thi tao an, May nhé & nha hé thudc kho thi lai
phai soa ludn lén nhé.

- Puoc ro1 tao dau ma tao lai khong nhé soa thuoc
hay sao, ctr phat dan mai.

D3 quay di, thang Tich lai quay lai :

Nh& ¢c6 «cu-lity d1 qua, thi chiu kho ngéi Ién nhé,
khong ho tim may di lac nay thi kho 1am day.

- Bi€t 101, «cu lity vao trong cai ngd nay lam me gi.

- Tao di ra G6-da, 61 khi G6-da dong cura, tao s€ vé
tham may.

Thang Chich nhin mit, xua tay :

- Khong can, khong can. May ci ra thang hang Budm,
tat vé day mat bao thi gio.
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- O thi tir G6 da dén hang Budm, thé ndo chang phai
qua day.

% sk ok

O trong ngd di ra la thang Tich chay. N6 chay vi n6
so hét gi0, khong kiém duoc tién bu vao cai chd né da
tiéu vé thang Chich. N6 con s¢ néu khong c6 tién trong
lac nay thi khong lay gi dé nudi nang thang Chich.

Mic dau né chay thi ciing dd cham roi. Lic n6 gan
dén cira Go da n6 da trong thay may dira bé dimg & chd
gac xe dap r01 Chan ngan, no quay tré lai. No lai dao
cang 16n tré vé phd hang Budém, nhung né dimg chuc
cho té61 muoi hai gio, cling cha c6 mot ngudi nao nho
no gitt xe ca.

Luc 4y thi 1ong n6 budn ghé lam. N6 lan lung thi chi
con ¢6 bon xu. Ching né dé danh duoc bay bao mét thi
né da phai mua hop thude nam hao, gia sau xu xe, nim
xu ca phé, tién nghe va, tién soi chao cua thang Chich
sang hom nay. O1i, néu tir gio dén chiéu ma khong kiém
dugc thi r6i chung nd s& bi d6i. Ma dé thang Chich déi
trong lac nay thi dau dén biét bao.

Nhirng ngudi vao dn hiéu moi lac mot dong, 1ong nd
da bat dau hi vong. N6 dua mat di hai dau pho dé lung
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nhirng ong khach di xe dap, nhung c6 1€ la cai van han
cua chung no, nén chi toan nhitng 6ng khach di bo va
di xe tay toi.

May t6i lac mot gio, nd dang dung nhin vé phia Hang
Ngang thi viin vut c6 mot cai xe dap dén ham trudce cira
hiéu. Lac 4y né vi mudn dén dau nén ding khi xa cira
hiéu. Thay hut xe dd va c6 hai dira bé dimg & gan day,
n6 sg bi tranh mat, n6 lao dau nhu bay lai.

Vi n6 chay nhanh qua nén qua da, ddm bo vao ong
khach 1am cho ong khach suyt nga. Ong khach noi nong,
tam lay n6 tat ddm vo hoi. N6 khong dam kéu, chi mot
niém lay van vi no6 biét 1a 16i & né. Ong khach danh
da chan tay, xem xe khong thay hong chd nao, méi tat
thém mét cai roi budng.

N6 quén dau gio tay xin gitt thi 6ng lién da moc cho
nod mot cai :

- Pa suyt hong xe 6ng, con gitr cai gi ?

Ro61 6ng dua xe cho mot dura khac. No 1ui ra bo he,
xo0a cac cho dau, ro1 tu dung n6 rom rém nudc mat.

Khong phai né khoc vi bt danh, luc nay n6é dau co
nghi dén cai dau va nhitng tai cuc vé than no, né nghi
dén thang Chich bay gio day dang co ro nam & cai so he
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cho no.

Thang Céc thay n6 khoc lién lai gan :
- May dau a ?

- Khong.

- Thé tai lam sao may lai khoc ?
Pang lo, nd phat gat :

- Tao thich khoc thi tao khoc, may hoi lam gi ? Cat
di!

Thang Céc ché mdi roi nho bot :

- Bi gid can than thé ma lai khong dau. Khong dau
ma lai khoc. Nguoi ta thay thé, nguoi ta thuong hai,
nguoi ta hoi lai sing sd, sing so cai con bo cai con bo
day nay.

N6 tim lay thang Coc, nhung né vira gio tay 1én, nd
lai buéng xudng :

- Liu xac !

Théng Coc duoc tha, u té chay, réo tén nd chiri vang
duong.
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Nhu’ng cau chui Ay nod cling khong nghe tleng nira.
That vong, né ra dimg dya vao tudng nhin van vo.

Nguoi dén an banh trua luc 4y da thua. Vi thé tré con
lac ay ciing da tan di cac phuong dé kiém an. Thang
Tich vira toan dung diy dé vé thi c6 mot nguoi di xe
dap dén.

Nhu con thi doi rinh moi, nd nhay ra :
- Bé con dit xe cho 6ng.
Nguoi ay xua tay :

- Khong khién chung may, xe tao da c6 khoa, con ai
ma lay duoc.

Nguoi ay nodi xong dit xe 18n, dit vao cai gac xe, lay
khoa khoa tach lai. Cai tieng tach ay doi vao nguc thang
Tich nhu tiéng may chém do1 voi tén tir tu.

N6 bdng thiy lao dao, lao dao cling ¢, vi lo budn
cling c6. N6 di may budc roi quay lai. Quay lai, nd nhin
cai xe, roi né lay cai dé lau lau mai, lau cho t6i cai xe
bong nhoang. Mot gio sau nguoi khach c6 xe mai ra,
mat do gay va sac sua nhitng mui ruou.
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No kinh can tro cai xe :
- Con da lau cho 6ng soi1 guong duoc.
Nguo1 khach nhin no, r61 nhin cai xe;

- Ai khién may lau. Khong biét lau hong xe ong thi
may cu tu.

Nguoi dy mo khoa xem ky cai xe mot lugt. Khong
thay hong dau mai tu tu dat ra. Thang Tich do tay thi
nguoi ay lién khac dom vao tay :

- Tay may vao xe ong, ong khong danh la phiuc bay
muoi doi roi, con xin gi ?

Nguoi ay do chan toan da thi thang Tich voi lui lai.




Lé Van Trwong | 120

han n6 budc di nang nhu chi, ma long no thi doi

nhu bao. N¢ tat vao may nudc udng mot hoi dai
roi lai di. Pi qué cai hang com ma nd van n, nd dimg
lai mot khac. Nhitng mui sao nau ¢ trong ay dua ra reo
cai dd doi vao co the no.

Bat giac, n6 dit tay vao thi. Tai nd chi con c6 bon xu.
N6 lai voi vang di : N6 khong thé nao an duoc. No an
roi thi con gi dé cho thang Chich nita. Ma lac nay, thang
Chich can an hon no.

Vé dén dau phd Ma-May, gap mot hang khoai lang,
n6 mua hai xu, mua nhitng cu khoai mong nhirng mat.
Nhin ct khoai, n6 lai nhé lai mot cau udc cia thang
Chich gip nhau lan dau : «udc c6 phép gi nhing con
lon kia tu nhién chui vao bungy. Bat gidc, né mim cuoi
nghi lai mot cach khoan khoai cai thoi ky ching n6 6
v6i nhau. Thang Chich that d3 yéu né, tin nd, nghe no.
R6i ty nhién né thiy trong nguoi nhe nhdm, né thay
quén doi, quén kho.

No6 gi¢ vé cai dén ¢ ngd 101 vo1 mot nu cuoi. Thang
Chich dang nam u dii thay n6 vé tuoi han 1én :

- A may di 1au thé chac hom nay né ?
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No6 dat nhiing cu khoai vao tay ban :

- N¢é han né. Tao ki€m duogc tam xu. Khoai day an di,
ro1 chiu c6 thé di duogc, tao dua di an com. Hay di con
dau thi tao mua vé cho.

- Tao khong thiy dau may nita, nhung chac di thi
chua duoc. Tao di di thtr thay duc 1én. Thoi may chiu
khé mua vé cho tao vay, nhung mua it chr nhé. Hai xu
com v6i ti mudi thoi, tao phai kiéng chu.

Thang Tich cudi cuoi ndi noi :
- O, may nga chir c6 lam sao ma phai an kiéng. Tao
mua sao chau vé cho may an.

- Tao s¢ nd co gan.

- May chi d& dan. May c¢6 dut gan cho n6 dau ma no
co. A thé nao, c6 soa thuoc khong day.
- Tao soa hét ro1, diy may nhin cai bat xem. Gom, cai

thu6c thom thom la. Thang Lo Lem né lay ¢ dau ma
cho may day ?

- Khong biét n6 lay ¢ dau. Hinh nhu thir thude nay 1a
thir thuoc chti n6 dung con thua.
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- Thé t6i hom qua ltc tao ngu, né dén thim tao day
a?

-U.

- Thé ma thang 4y bay gid tot day. Nhung no tot voi
tao cling vi c6 nay.

Cam cu khoai :

- Cha ngon nhi, may an v&i tao mot cu chir tao dn thé
nao hét duoc.

Thang Tich quay mit di khong dam nhin nhitng ct
khoai vang khe :

- Thoi may an ca di. Tao da an may xu com n6 dén co
hong, con nho61 lam sao dugc nira.

Thang Chich vira an khoai vira hoi :

- May an ¢ dau ?

- Vén hang ay.

- May c6 gap canh ta, n6 c6 hoi tham tao khong ?
- Co.

- Chung né biét tao bi nga ca roi chi ?!
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- Biét roi.

- Hom nay, chic 1a may di nhiéu nhu thé may phai an
xu ca kho dua.

- U may doan dtng. Ma con me 4y hdm nay ban dé
qua. Tao an no anh ach. Thé nao may da thay them com
chua ?

- Thém. Nhung @n khoai thé ndy hon. Chua nén an
com v0i. May mua thé nay may xu day. Ba xu phai
khong ?

- Khong chi c6 hai.

- A thé hom nay ré day. May an véi tao mot cu cho
vui chtr nhiéu qua tao khong an hét duoc dau.

- Tao da bao may, tao no khong tong vao dau duogc
nita ma. May con la gi cai tinh tao khong bay an vat u.
C6 sau ctt ma khong hét. Thoi may & «nhay (?) nhé, tao
bay gio ra GO da day.

- U may di di. Di bay gio ra t6i ddy mo cira thi vira.

- U, con phai di mua xu nghé cho may roi méi ra day
duoc chu.
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Thang Tich ra dén cra GO Pa thi thdy ctra nha Go
Pa di dong im im. Nhitng cta hang tdy ¢ phd Trang-
Tién va hang Khay ciing déng im im. N6 hoi thi méi
biét hom nay ngay 1&, cac hiéu dong cira budi chiéu. No
hoang hot chay vé phé Hang Budm, nhung d6i qua, nd
chi chay duoc dén Cau GO tay chan da run khong tai
nao chay duoc nira.

N6 lai tat vao may ndéc mot hoi nude roi1 né rira k¥
cang mat miii chan tay.

N6 thay hoi tinh tinh. N6 nhin cai may nudc nhé lai
lan dau tién n6 dén udng & day. R6i mot cau hoi lai dot
khéi 1én & trong dau no : «Néu né khong may man gip
thang Chich» ? Nghi thé né thay 1ong tran ngap mot xot
thuong d6i véi nguoi ban xau s6. N6 ty nhu néu chiéu
nay n6 khong kiém duoc dim ba xu thi ngdy mai thang
Chich s€ phai nhin d6i. N6 nhin doéi, da danh, chir théng
Chich ma bi nhin d6i ? Tuy thé, nhung né ciing khong
thay tiéc nam hao ma nd da bo ra dé mua thudc cho
thang Chich. N tin chac chan ring thiang Chich s¢ di
chong khoi duogc nhu thé 1a nhd c¢6 hop thude ay. Gia
ma ching nd giau, c¢6 tién mua mot hop thude nira thi
thang Chich con chong khoi hon.
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N6 1é bude di véi nhitng ¥ nghi mién man y. N6
muon di nhanh nhung vi n6 do1 14, khong tai nao di
nhanh duoc.

N6 dén hang Budm thi thay bon tré con dang nhay
con. Thang Coc trong thay nd noi ngay :

- Bo 1am, cha cha ¢6 ma nao dén ca.

Trong thay bon tré con dong né da chan. Cha c6 ma
nao dén chr gia ma dén thi trong khi mét nhoc thé nay,
no6 cling kho long ma tranh dugc véi chung no.

N6 di that vong thi vira may c6 hai nguoi dén. N6 véi
thang Coc chay ra. N6 mung, mung khong con dé dau
cho hét.

Hai nguoi khach ra, vat cho chiing n6é nim déng xu,
nhanh tay n6 bat duoc trudec.

- May phai chia d6i cho 6ng day.

Khong hiéu sao n6 bong ¢o cai tu tuong chiém lay tat
ca. No quac mat nhin thang Coc :

- Chia gi. Tao ra tao don chtt. May chi duogc cai theo
dom an tan.
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Thang Céc thay né dit ton, khong dam chti, chi cii :

- O thé may cudp cua 6ng a ? Ong ciling dat mot cai
chtr. May phai chia hai xu rudi cho 6ng, khong chia
khong xong.

Thang Tich quac mat :

- A may di noi thé, 6ng khong chia cho may thi may
lam gi ong duoc chua ? May dam lam gi thi may lam di.

No6i xong, n6 cam dong xu duat vao tui :

- Con cai t01 sang ngay chiri 6ng, 6ng chua tri cho
day.

Thang Céc oa khoc, nd bong thuong hai, nhung nod
chi vat ra co mot xu :

- Ong chia cho mdt xu thé 1a phuc bay muoi doi roi.
Khong lay thi mac.

No6i xong ném dong xu xudng dat roi di.

N6 mua hai xu com va mét xu sdo triu dem vé thi
thang Chich dang ndm ngoanh mat ra ngoai, thady nd
quay phat ngay vao trong.
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N6 ciing khong nghi dén cai ctr chi ky la ay, dat goi
com ro1 bao :

- Day mau an com. Com con nong day. Thé nao may
thay d& chu. An di, roi tao goi thang ban nude voi vao
day cho ma uéng, chtr dau ma udng nuée 13 thi doc lam
day.

Thang Chich khong diy va ciing khong gia nhoi.
Thang Tich hoang sg dat tay 1én minh no :

- May lai dau nhiéu hay sao ?
Thang Chich véan lang im, khong nhuc nhich.

Thang Tich nhay vao mé trong dinh nhin vao mit
thang Chich thi thang Chich v6i vang quay ra.

Trude cai ctr chi ky quai 4y, thang Tich ngo ngac :
- O hay, may lam sao thé ?

Thang Chich bong 6a khoc.

Thang Tich voi-vang ndm vai nd bat quay lai.

- O hay, thé 1a cai nghia 1y gi ?

Thang Chich chi khoc.
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- Kia, may lam sao day ? Hay may gian gi tao. Kia...
noi di.

Thang Chich 4m tc :

- Chiéu nay, thang Lo-Lem no lai tham tao, nd no1 hét
Vo1 tao roi.

Thang Tich bong hiéu. N6 6m thang Chich nang day.
- O kia, thi vi tao mudn cho may chéong khoi.
Thang Chich khoc to :

- Nhu thé thi chung minh 14y gi dé sam d6 di danh
giay. May mua mat may hao, may phai noi that.

- Tao chi mua mat c6 mgt hao thoi. Tién con khoi day,
viéc gi ma khoc.
- May noi1 doi. Thé con tién dau may dua day cho tao

Xem nao.

Thay thang Tich ngan mit ra, thang Chich v6 tay binh
bich vao nguc :

- Thoi chac 1a may mua mat nam hao roi. Chir thuoc
nga cua hiéu khach, lam gi c6 thr mot hao. Thoi thé
ching minh lai ngheo ro1 !
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Thang Tich voi vang nam 1y tay no :
- O hay, dam thé nguc may dang dau.
- Pau thi chét.

- May chi n6i dé.

- Tao khong dé. Tao da bao may dimg mua thude cho
tao co ma. Sao may lai mua dé cho hét ca tién ?

Thang Tich khong biét ndi 1am sao, rom rém nudc
mat. Thay thang Tich khoc, thang Chich mai théi la hét.
N6 nhin ban r61 gang hoi :

- Tao da bao may dung mua sao may cr mua ?
Thang Tich nghen ngao :

- Nhung vi tao thdy may dau tao thuwong qua, tao
khong dung dugc. Thoéi danh hét thoi, chun minh lai
kiém, chir tao thay may rén khur khur, tao kho lam.

Thing Chich 6m choang lay co ban :

- Thé thi chtiing minh lai nghéo rdi ! Ma may thi phai
lam mai cai nghé «xe dap» ma may khong thich. Tao
thi da danh rou.
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- Khong can. Chan di it 1an, chir c6 sao, mién 13 may
khoi. Khoi 1a tién, 1a com. Bao gid tao thanh thang bé
danh giay khong dugc. Chi s¢g dau ma chét di thoi.

Thang Chich guc dau vao nguc ban :
- Thé hét tién r6i phai khong ?
- Chua con may xu.

- Thé thiang Lo-Lem n6 bao sang nay may khong
kiém duogc xu nao, lai bi nguoi ta ddnh phai khong ?

- U.

- The sao may lai no1 doi tao may da kiém dugc bay
xu ?

- Vi tao s¢g may buon.

- Thé chiéu hom nay may c6 kiém duoc khong. May
dirng no1 doi tao nira. Tao khong budn dau.

- Chiéu nay thi kiém dugc. Pang nhé chi duoc c6 hai
xu rudi thoi, nhung tao bat nat thang Coc, tao lay xu
rudi1 thanh ra duoc bon xu.

- Xua nay may khong bt nat va cudp tién cia ai bao
gi0 co ma. Tai lam sao hom nay may lai thé ?
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- Tao ciing khong biét.

Thang Chich tinh nham mét 14t roi bong dit hai tay
vao ban, 0a khoc :

- Thé chac 1a ngay hom nay may phai nhin d6i. May
mua cho tao hét roi phai khong ?

Thang Tich do tay :
- Khong, khong, tao an roi.

- May néi doi, nay nhé nim hao thubc, sau xu xe,
nam xu ca phé, bdn xu chdo, hai xu khoai, lai ngh¢, lai
com ddy; bao nhiéu 14 hao, ma chung minh chi ¢ bay
hao. That 1a may chua an, tao trong may tao biét. Tao
lay may, may ding noi doi tao.

- U tao chua an.
- The sao may lai no1 doi tao la may an roi.
- Tao khong biét.

- C6 phai may s¢ no6i that thi tao an khong ngon phai
khong ?

- Khong biét c6 phai khong.
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Thang Chich ghi chit ban vao nguc :
- Tai lam sao may lai thuong tao thé ho may ?
- Tao khong biét.

Thang Chich roi khoi 1ong ban, véi goi com kéo lai
gan minh :

- Thoi thé com day may an di, may an ca di.
Thang Tich day géi com ra :

- Khong, tao khoe. Nhin d6i mdt ngay c6 sao. Ching
minh trude nhin doi the l1a thuong.

No6 noi xong ding day do chan, do tay :

- Pay may xem, tao van manh khoe nhu thuong, co
viéce gi dau.

Thang Chich kéo nd xudng :

- Théi thé may an mot nira véi tao vy, chit khong
tao khong nuot dugc dau. May nhin doi ma tao an thi

an lam sao cho danh. Thoi tao lay may, may an voéi tao
mot ti, mot ti vay thoi.

- U thi mot ti, mot ti thoi nhé.
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Chuwong The Tw

am 4y, gioi méi thang chin ma da bat dau rét.
Thang Tich trong thay thang Chich tran trung
truc khong danh bung :

- Hay th6i may a, dimg sam hom danh giay voi, hay
may mot chiéc 40 cho may, chr bay gio rét roi ma may
ctr & tran thé kia, tao khong danh bung. May lai gay
yéu, nhd 6m mot cai thi khon.

Thang Chich gidy nay, né nhay lén, nhay xudng, nhay
dong nhay tay r61 maa vo lung tung :

- Tang tao tuy gy nhung tao khong yéu, tao khong
6m. Phai sam, phai sim ngay di vi tao 4n may, an xin
dé cho ngd mot cai ma cham biét bao nhiéu 1au roi. Bay
gio hodn lai thi r6i dén bao gio méi lai kiém dugc du s6
tién. May thi may khong mudn lam cai nghé giri xe dap
n6 béu lam. Néu lo tao rét thi bao gid may mai thanh
thang bé danh giay ?

- Thi cham it lau nita c6 sao. Chung minh di gitt xe
dap bao nhiéu thang con dugc co ma. Mién la may co
mac cho khoi rét.
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Thang Chich béo manh luén may cai vao nguc :

- Ao mic, 40 mic thi can déch gi ! Tao hang nim
khong 40 thi c6 sao ? Khong phai sam. Khong pha1
sam. Ao may cling gan toi day nay Khong liéu kiém
cach l1am tién mau mau thi r6i déu tran trung truc ca li
day.

Vura noi, né vira kéo manh vat ao thang Tich mot cai.
Aingo, vai ao da bot, dach ngay mot miéng dai. NO s¢
tai mat, khoc oa 1én :

- Thoi chét ro1 ! Tao lam hai may roi !
Thang Tich vo1 vang an ui no :

- Nho rach thi thoi, viéc gi ma phai khoc. Ao tao no
cling bén lam co ma lai.

Noi xong, no leo 1én cot, lay ¢ trén mai ngd1 mot goi
kim chi xudng, r61 nhanh nhu cat, n6 diu cho rach lai :

- Day, may xem, viéc coc gi | Ao tao da diu bao nhiéu
cho, bay gio diu thém mot cho cling chang sao.

Thang Chich nhin céi duong diu :

- Nhung n6 ciing chang con mac dugc bao lau nira.
Ma mua rét mac mdt cai a0 mong nhu thé thi cling c6
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khac gi & tran. Bay gio, hai thang ciling ding ¢ trude
ctia hiéu giri xe dap thi kiém dugc bao nhiéu. Au bang
hai dira cung kiém. May di danh gidy ma tao thi guri xe
dap ROi dén gi0 ra chyc ¢ trude ctra GO da, may lai dua
d6 danh gidy cho tao, by gid chung no da co may la...
«anh» tao, khong dira nao dam bat nat tao nita roi, tao
di kiém mot minh cling duogc rOi.

Thang Tich ludng lu thi no lan ra dat :

- Néu may khong bang 1ong thé ctr nhat dinh may 40
cho tao kho lam, tao kho lam. Me thang nao néi doi.
Ma nhu thé thi chiing minh nghéo méi. Sao bang sam
ngay do danh giay di thi it nhat mdi ngdy ching minh
cling kiém dugc ba hao chang may chdc ma déu ¢ 4o
rét mac ca.

Théang Tich thay n6 ndi c6 1€ phai va no rat kho s¢
néu minh may 4o cho n6 bang long :

- U thi sam, nhung may ding day di, roi cung vai tao
di sam, vi¢c gi ma phai lan ra dat nhu the.

Thang Chich chom ngay day 6m lay né :

- U thé thi tao sudng ldm. Cha nh& may lai ctr nhat
dinh may 4o cho tao mot cach vo 1y nhu the.
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Hom ay, ca dém chung n6 khong ngu. Ludn ludn,
ching n6 s moé cai hom danh giay mdt cach vui sudng,
va vui sudng ban veé tuong-lai :

- Cai hom danh gidy ciia may dep nhat Hanoi...
- Sao lai cua tao, cuia ching minh chur.

- U thi cua chung minh. Ctia may 1a cia tao, cta tao
1a ctia may, khac ché gi. Nhitng hom cua chung n6 déu
nho, ching n6 dong tam bay, tam ba, trong x4u lam. C6
1& tat ca chi duy c6 cai hom ciia chung minh 1a thué tho
moc dong va son xanh thé nay thoi. Mat ¢6 hao son ma
trong noi han 1én. May kh4 that.

- Thi lai cha ndi, mat nhimg hon mot ngdy an cia
minh. Tao thich nhat cai miéng da ndy. Hom no, tao da
danh thir ho thang «Ga gay», chi lau qua lau lai may lan
la bong nhoang ngay. Chiing minh c¢6 hon chiung no 1a
hon & miéng da nay.

- Khong. Hon & cai ban chai nira. May xem c6 thang
nao dugc cai ban chai nhu cta chung minh. Toan 1a do
ban chai kho cho tha ca. Tao tin rang ai da thué ching
minh danh giéy mot 1an thi 1an sau ho lai thué luén ma
khong thué dira nao khac. Roi mot ngay, may co thé
kiém dén bon hao day.
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- Oi, hdy cau lay ngay hai hao chu.

- Hai hao v&i mot cai hom danh giay sop nhu thé nay
thi 1am gi cha dugc. Bon hao bao nhiéu. Hai muoi doi
gidy chir mdy van. Mot cai dat Hanoi nay bao nhiéu
gidy tdy. Lam gi mot ngady may khong ling duoc hai
muoi doi dé danh ngay.

- O néu duoc thé thi chung minh giau.

- Thi chic chin 1a nhu thé. Tao bay gio ¢ kiém lay
mot ngay mot hao, do la cai tién an. Con may ki€m
duogc thi d€ ra. Nhu thé thi chi dam bay thang 1a chiing
minh kh3 to.

Thang Tich nhin ra ngoai gioi :

- G6m, may no6i 1am giau nhanh nhu dién. Thoi ngl
di gan sang roi.

- U phai, ngu di. Mai may con phai di 1am tién khap
Hanoi co ma.

Hai dira déu nham mat cd ngu, nhung ching né déu

vui qua khong tai nao ngu dugc. Cai vién tudng ryc ro
veé tuong-lai 1am cho long chiing no rao ryc.
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Nam mot lat, thang Chich lai ving day :

- Tudng tuong sau nay, tao voi may giau c¢é 6 to di,
c6 nha lau ¢ cling hay day nhi ?

Thang Tich quay lai mim miéng cudi :

- Tran nhu rong thé kia ma dam nghi dén 6 t6 nha lau.
Thoi1 hay lo 1am sao cho c6 40 mua rét nay dé khoi chét
rét la phic bay muoi doi roi.

Thang Chich cut himg soa vao nguc :

- U ma khong c6 40 nam gach rét that. Ay 1a chua dén
mot chap déy. Mot chap ma thé nay thi co 1€ chét cong.
Thoi toi déch gi, dem cai 40 ctia may ra ma dap, dang
nao thi dén thang mudi nay cling phai may 4o khéac co
ma. Thé nao dén hoéi d6 nd ciing rach, toi than gi ma
chiu rét bay gio.

Miéng noi, tay nd sd vao cai 40 ma vi mudn cho lau
rach, t6i nao trudc khi di ngu thang Tich ciing gip lai
gbi 1én trén dau. Thang Tich Ay tay né ra :

- Khong. N6 da bo r6i. Nhd tao véi may t6i ngt ma
giang co rach thi sao. Nhd tir nay dén thang muoi khong
may dugc 4o thi sao ?

- Thi danh 1a phai chét rét.
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- Khong choi thé. Guong de thi tir gio dén thang muoi
may ra chua rach. May hong lam. Chua may duoc 4o
mo1 da tinh cai truyén «lam hai» cai ao cii 1a nghia 1y
gi. May héng to.

Thang Chich cudi khanh khach :

- Co6 cai 40 may sap hong to ay Sau nay may giau
chac 1a may ha tién lam. Tao c6 tién, tao clr tiéu ving
t6. Dén dau hay day.

- C6 the thi may mdi quan mgt manh budce tim hon
mot chuc chd va ao khong c6 mot manh dé buoc mot
cho nao.

No6i xong ciu khoi hai 4y, nd dic-chi cuoi khanh
khach 1am vang dong ca bong tdi. Mot khach di choi
dém nghe tiéng cudi ron tan ding lai, réi dén gan. Khi
trong thdy ching né tran chui chuc ndm gac chan 1én
nhau, nguoi ta bong thot ra mot cau chui :

- Cac 6ng manh khong biét nhu thé thi con vui gi ma
cuol.

Thang Chich toan gia nhoi bang mot cau chui khac
thi thang Tich voi bit mOom no :




Lé Van Truwong | 140

- Ho n61 mac ho, hoi dau. Nho chiri nd, nd cau l1én nd
lai n6 choang thi khon don to.

Thang Chich 6m 1ay cai hom dénh giay :

- N6 choang thi tao ciing khong can. Nhung tao chi
so n6 hung tiét dap nat cai hom danh gidy nay di, ay
m&i that 12 khon don to. May hon tao that. May vira ha
tién vira biét lo xa.

Thay thang Chich nhac di nhac lai hai chit ha tién.
thang Tich khong bang long :

- Tao ¢6 phai ha tién cai 16i vat co chay ra nude dau.
Chung minh ngheo thi phai danh dum, va tao khong phi
ctia gioi. Néu tao ha tién thi khi nao nghéo nhu ching
minh, tao lai ddm mua hop thudc nhitng nim hao 1a cai
thir @6 dung cta con nha pht ho cho may.

Théng Chich voi nim tay ban xin 16i mot cach thiét
tha:

- Tao no61 dua may ddy chir. Tao biét may roi. Nghla la
cai gi khong can tiéu thi may khong tiéu, ma cai gl can
tiéu thi nhat 1a tiéu hét ngay. Thoi, tao noi dua day ma.
Tao c6 phuc thi mdi gap dugc may, chir khong thi doi
tao an may som.
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- Thé nay thi khac ché gi an may. Khong lai kém an
may nira. An may no con ¢d ao mac, va dém lanh nhu
thé nay, n6 con co kho tai dé dap.

- O may noéi ld0. Chiing minh hon dn may nhiéu chur,
khac an may nhi€u chtt. May lai di vi chiing minh v&i
an may la vi thé nao

Thang Chich chong tay vao ma roi hat ham hoi :

- Chung minh hon an may vé cai gi ? Khac an may vé
cai gi ? Lai con ¢6 phan kém la khac nira chur ?

Thiang Tich ngdi nhom day. N6 biét chic rang nd
khong giéng dn may, né hon in may nhung né chua
biét rang né khac va né hon vé cai gi thi bdng cai nhin
ctia n6 dap vao cai hom danh giay son xanh ma mot anh
sang den di¢n lai lam cho xanh hon. N6 mung quynh.

- A. Chiing minh hon bé1 céi nay !
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hang Tich dung dau vao voi nudc may, roi ky co
chan tay rat k¥ cang :

- A thé ma rét may a ?

- Lai con thé cai gi ? Rét chét cha di roi lai con. May
chai cai dau lai tir té di. Hom nay «xuat hanh» phai cho
no gi chir. Tao da bao may ctr cao troc phang di nhu tao
cO phai vira tién vira sach khong ? May lai ctr dién hot
1€ co.

Thang Tich khong dé y dén su so sanh cua thang
Chich, rat mot cai luge, con d0 ndm rang & trong thi ra,
vura chai, vura hoi :

- Trong duoc ro1 chir may ?

- Puoc 1r0i, duoc roi ! Sép lam. Puong r& ciia may
thang nhu bay. Trong bon danh giay, may «kéng» nhat
day.

Thang Tich uc dua vao lung ban :

- «Kéng» cai con khi, thoi tao di nhé.

- R6i hang. Hay con sém. Bay gio da ¢ khi ndo thué
danh gidy. A théi ma may di di cho n6 gip giai. Giai ¢
dau duong di lai kia kia. Tao cling di ra hang Buom day.
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Thang Tich di may budc quay lai van con thay thang
Chich minh trdn dung dwa vao may, nhin theo minh
bang mot cai nhin day cau nguyén va hi vong, nd cam
dong, vay bao lai.

- May a. Hay 1a may ciing di danh giay vdi tao.

- O thé thi thiét. Phai mdi thang kiém mot nga ch.

- May di véi tao tir gio dén trua thoi. Bo mot budi
sang nay khong di gilr xe dap nira. Tao chac budi sang
nay cling chang dugc may xu dau.

Thang Chich da thich mé, nhung con chong cu :

- Pugc xu ndo hay xu 4y, chit may ?

- Nhung cung di cai budi dau v6i nhau thi no thich.
Chuang minh cung hop luc vao thi hay hon.

- Thé may thich cho tao cing di vdi may hom dau a ?
- U tao thich.
- U thé thi di.

b1 duoc ba buodc, th?mg Chich nhin cac ctra nha con
dong :
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- Gia chung minh rao 1én nhi ? Tai lam sao chiung n6
di danh giay ma chung n6 khong rao. Nguoi ¢ trong
nha ai ngudi ta biét ddu ma danh. Tao mudn rao qua,
nhung vi chung né khong rao....

- Chung no6 khong rao thi mac ké chting no6 chur, viéc
gi minh phai bat chudc ching nd. May xét rao c6 11 thi
may ct rao lén, Nhung ai lai rao danh giay.

- Tai lam sao khong ? Tao cho phai rao. Tai lam sao
cac hang qua banh thi lai rao ma danh gidy lai khong
rao ? Pang nao thi cling mudn cho c6 ngudi can dung
biét dén.

- Nhung vi khong ai rao nhu thé bao gid, mot minh
minh rao thi né nguong mom lam.

- May thé ra 1a cai d6 chi di bat chudc con kha lam
sao dugc. Ai danh giay khong ?

- O ai lai rao thé ? May ca danh mii danh gidy co ma?
Ai danh giay danh mii ?

- G101 rét nay co ai danh mii ? Nguoi ta do1 mii da ca
CO ma.

- Cho nay thi may soang. Ha No1 nay thi€u gi nguoti
khong biét c6 mua rét va mua mua, ma chi biét co mot
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mua : mua mil trang, ai danh giay danh mii.

% sk ok

Chung no vua di, vira giao trong swong som. Ching
né vui mirmg ma giao, va ciing 1a dé giao cho quen
miéng, chtr chung né biét chic rang trong cai gid ma
ca Ha Noi phong luu con dang luu luyén véi cai chin
nguoi ta chua can dung dén ching noé. Tuy biét thé,
nhung gip ai ching nd ciing nhin vao chian vao dau
nguoi ta. Ching n6 ludén luon vo1 mot cai nhin ludn
ludn «camy» xudng dat va lau lau lai «chongy 1én gioi.

- La nhi may nhi, truée kia ching minh chi nhin ngang
dé xem quan vién nao c6 xe dap thi chung minh chdp,
ngay nay thi ching minh lai nhin Ién va nhin xubng dé
dinh chop nhiing d6i gidy va nhin nhiing cai mii. Va
chting minh chi thich nhat nhimg d6i giay ban va nhiing
chiéc mii ban.

- Thé ra cai kiép chiing minh chi nhitng lau may a.

Chung né di, di quanh may phd, nhung vi gioi con
som qua, nén ching n6 chi gdp nhiing dan lao dong di
chan va nhitng canh tho thuyén di guéc. Mot hang chao
néng di. Thang Tich nam tay ban :

- Hay chiing minh hay lam bat chao nong da.
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- A khong duoc. Hom nay xuat hanh chuwa kiém duoc
ra tién ma da ti€u 1én mdt diém gd, khong duoc.

- U thi thoi. Kia may, thang cha kia di gidy tdy. N6
di dau ma ngp nghén sém thé. Gia n6 chiu kho do d6i
gidy ra cho chiing minh danh réi nd lai chiu khé ném ra
may xu cho ching minh an thi...

NoO chua noéi rit cau thi cai nguoil ngat nghéu ay da
vay chiung no :

- Panh giay !

No6 dé lai ntra cau trong c6 hong chay dén. Thi mot
quan vién danh bac m&i ¢ song bac ra ve.

- Panh that ctr, chtng bay, tao cho nhiéu tién.

Thi han 1a ching né danh «ctr» boi vi d6i gidy nay
1a 1an dau tién, cai tac pham dau tién md man cudc doi
danh gidy cta chung né. Chung nd béi kem chung nd
nang niu va cham nom doi giay cua ong khach nhu mot
cong trinh my thuat. Ong khach vira nhin chiing né danh
bong vira cudi lubn miéng :

- Banh cur vao, tao s€ cho nhiéu tién.

Cau Ay lai 1am cho chung né hang hai. Pén khi chung
n6 buong tay thi déi gidy da bong soi guong duoc.
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Chung né lang lang nhin mém 6ng khach. Qua tinh lac
ay n6 khong nhin vao tay 6ng khach, vi that ra lac ay
ching n6 khong dira ndo nghi dén tién tai va cai tim
trang ctia chung no lic 4y ciing ¢ ho hang hoi huém
nao cai tim trang ctia mot nghé si hi sinh cho nghé.

Ong khéach nhin d6i giay mot lat 1au. Cai lat 1au ay c6
lau 1am thi cling chi d6 mudi gidy tich tic, nhung mudi
gidy tich tac dy, chung no thay dai, dai 1au, dai bang ca
mot thoi gian vo tan. Chiing nd im hoi, im hoi dé cho
mot 161 phan doan.

- A kha, kha qua. Nhitng thang nay danh giay s6 mot
Chung n6 thd mot cai tho dai, dai... vo ké.

Ong khach moéc tii 1ay ngay mot hao. Thi ra mot 6ng
khach duoc bac. Ong dat hao bac vao long ban tay nho
siu cua chiing no :

- Suéng nhé !

Phai, ching n6 sudng, suong 13m, sudng vé hao bac
cling c6 va suéng vi 10i khen ciing c6. Ong khach vira
quay mit di thi hai dtra bdng 6m cham ldy nhau rdi
thiang Chich khoc rii ra. Thang Tich ct dé yén cho nd
khoc, vi tiéng khoc ay 1am cho 1ong nd sung suéng qua.
Pén khi thang Chich khéc ha nging dau 1én thi thang
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Tich nhoén miéng cuoi :
- Bay gio chiing minh ca quyét di an chao chi.
Thang Chich nhay 1én :

- Han chu. May phai cho tao an xu chao day. Va may
cling an ntra xu dau di, vi tao thay may ctr ao udc duogc
an dau da lau lam roi.

Noéi xong, n6 giat dong hao ¢ tay thang Tich dua 1én
moi1 hon lay, hon dé :

- A, dong hao thom qué, thom qué may a. Néu Ha noi
ai cling dong bung nhu 130 nay ? Thi may n6i ma ching
minh cha tré nén giau su.

Chiing n6 hén ho kéo lai ba hang chao dang ngdi &
dau duong.

Thang Tich gidong dac :
- Hai xu chao, hai xu x61, ntra xu dau.
- Mot xu x061 thoi. Tao khong an x6i.

- O kia, an di may, an di dé tao an cho ngon. Gap cai
may man nhu thé nay, td1 gi ma ha tién. Boi cling co lic
cho no6 that suéng chi.
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- U thi hai xu x6i. Nhung tao trong thay may chua c6
a0 thi tao chua thay sudng mat ti nao.

- O may ct nghi dén 4o, nghi lam cai con khi ay ? Tao
da bao tao khong rét dau. Luc nao may ciling nghi dén
a0 thi tao kho lam.

Ba hang chdo dua met chao cho ching no :

- Cha nghi dén 4o thi nghi dén gi ? Chua c6 40 ma rét
nhu thé nay khong nghi dén 4o thi con nghi dén cai gi ?

Thang Chich quac mat :

- Ba bi€t cai con khi gi ma chd mom vao nhitng cong
vi€c cua nguoi ta.

Phai r6i, cai u tinh ctia chiing né lac 4y khong ai biét
duogc that. Ching no6 htup, ching no6 an, long 4m va hon
cling 4m trong budi sang bat dau mua dong gia rét cam
cam. Cai gi6 rét dy, ching né khong nhin thiy. Chung
n6 chi nhin thay cai tinh chiing né thuong nhau va cai
tuong lai t6i dep mé ra ¢ trudc mit chiing né sau khi
chung né da dé danh dé dum trong hon mot thang gioi
cho ¢6 hon mot déng dé tau léy dd dac danh giéy. Cocai
hém 4y, chung n6 thay virng vang vé twong-lai. Chung
né cam thiy cai pham gia cai nhan cach chiing né ciing
nhu cai hom 4y ma tang duoc 1én mot chat. Trude con
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mat moi nguoi va trudc con mat chung no, chiing no
khong con 1a nhiing thang ma-ca-bong vo nghé nghiép
nta.

An chio xong, thang Tich ding day trude.

- Gi1a kiém duogc dugc tién sam cho may thi ha biét
may.

- Va may cling son xanh nhu cai nay dé chiing n6 biét
chung minh la canh v61 nhau ma khong dam bat nat tao
nua.

- Va cling dé cho moi nguoi mot khi nhin thay cai
hom xanh biét rang chiing minh la tui danh giay s6 mot.

Ro61 ctii xudng sé bao :

- Va may nhé dimg c6 bao gid danh cau tha ma phi
tiéng cai hom xanh ctuia chiung minh di nghe khong ?

- i c6 dich ddu ma d3 din trude nhu thé ?
Thang Tich cuéi kha :

- U thi tao ciing néi trude nhu thé thi vira.
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hang né trd vé budi téi hom ay trong cai x6 dén

béng mot bd mat hon hé. Long ching nd ron
rang nhirng anh lua hi vong va tai ching n6 nang chiu
nhitng dong xu.

Théang Tich sau khi 12y dé lau can than cai hom danh
giay ro1i maoi roc tai dém.

- Tién cii con lai khong ké. Ngay hom nay chung
minh hai dira kiém dugc bon hao mot may a.

- Pay Ia tru tién an di ro1 con lai day chu.

- Thi t6i nao tao cha trir tién an. Tién an thi mat roi,
con tinh dén 1am gi nira. Budi trua, may dua tao bon xu
nay. Budi chiéu may dua tao bay xu nay. Thé 1a ngay
hém nay may dwa dugc hio mét.

- Tao bao gid cling kiém it bon may.

- Thi tai may chua c6 40 ma lai. Pdy may xem thiéu
c6 mot chiéc 40 ma thiét bao nhiéu 1a tién déy. O trén
hang Budm giit xe dap chi dugc tir mot xu dén ba xu 13
cung, chir giit xe dap & Go-da gap tdy va dam thuong
la nam xu.

- Thi tdy va dam gidu hon Annam va khach, néi lam
gi. A may tinh thé hom nay chung minh di danh giay
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duoc bao nhiéu, han 1a phai hon giit xe dap.

- Thi d4 han. Panh gidy dugc hai hao tam. Chung
minh hém nay n nhiéu qua may a. Thé ra nhitng mot
hao tam. C&r cai s6i chdo d3 bdn xu rudi, that 1a phi
khong khong. Tao danh dugc mot doi giay 1a chao soi
da troi di hét.

- A thi cai luc chung minh gip may, ké gi.

- Néu moi lan gap may ma chiing minh cir hoai phi di
thé thi may man ma dé lam gi.

- Pa choét an r61 ma may cu trach tao nhu thé thi sau
qua.

- Nao phai tao trach may. Tao néi thé dé chiing minh
dé dat lan sau. Khi ndo chiing minh mdi thang c6 mot
hom d6 va quan 4o lanh 1an r6i thi tha ho. A ma may,
trudc ching minh con hai hao ba, bay gio lai c6 thém
bbn hao mdt. Hay tao hdy ra hang 4o cii mua cho may
mot cai do do ba bon hao.

- Khéng, khong. Hay dé sam hom d6 danh gidy trude
dd. Sdm 4o mic thi chi 4m cai sac tao thoi, chir sim
hom dd thi n6 con 1am loi ra tién. Tao di bao tao chua
rét ma.
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- May ngu. Mot khi ¢6 hom db thi phai c6 4o, nhu thé
n6é méi chinh té. Chir diy may xem, may khong cé 4o
may vac hom d6 di c6 may nguoi thué may danh bang
tao dau.

- Nhung ho thay tao khong c6 40, ho thuong hai, ho
cho tao nhiéu hon. Bay may xem luc chi€u, c6 nguoi
quay di ro1 con quay lai cho tao thém mdt xu.

Thang Tich nhin mat, ngdm nghi mot 14t roi thot ra :

- Nhu thé n6 thé nao ay. N6 giéng nhu di an may. Tao
khong thich cho may nhu thé. Chiing minh 1am chiing
minh dn, can déch gi dé dia ndo thuong. Tao thay thé
né ban ban thé nao ay. Nhat dinh 1a sang mai sém tao di
mua cai 40 cho may. Pang nao 40 va hom do ciing phai
sam thi sim 4o trudc cho may dd rét.

- Nhung may ciing phai dé danh mét it tién dé phong
bi chu.

- Con phong bi cai coc kho gi. C6 cai hom do may dé
phong bi la thira du r61. May nghe chua ?

- Thi han thé. Nhung nhd mua ludén may hém thi sao.
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- O thé thi may lo xa hon tao. Nhung may chi lo xa
nhitng thtr ma ngay dén ngudi nhén ciing khong thé lo
duoc, chir dirng noi tré con ching minh. Con nhitng cai
c6 thé lo duoc thi may lai ctr «vang té» ving mang.

- Luc nao may cling ctr sai tao ludn ludn.
- O thi tao bao may thé chir tao c6 mang may dau.
Ro61 thay mat ban buon, no lai noi ti€p :

- Ay thé ma tao thich cai tinh may nhu thé. C6 may
thi vui.

- U ma tao tinh vui that.

- Thé thi may vui ludn di, may bang 1ong dé tao mua
ao cho may ngay mai nh¢. Tao c6 40, ma may chua c6
thi tao kho 1dm, n6 cir thé ndo 4y. Hinh nhu tao mic 4o
ma c thiy nhu khong.

Thang Chich nhin céi 40 ctia ban :
- Thi céi 40 ctia may né ciing sap di doi roi. Co6 nhu
thé thi nhu khong cling 1a phai.

- Nhung né ciling con hon khong c6. Nhé, mai tao
mua nhé.
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- U thoi tao bang long. Chtr khong may 1am kho tao
v€ cai 4o cua tao mai. Thoi mua di cho n6 ranh. May
hanh tao nhu thé cling qua phai ¢ tran.
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P I uy ching nd dd «nhat dinh» 1a phai di mua 4o,

nhung la gi su nhat dinh cua tré con. Thir nhat cai

nhat dinh ay chi 1a hiéu thi cia mot phut tinh cam soi
noi.

Hudng ho lai chi duy c6 mot minh thang Tich 1a nhat
dinh ca ttr ngoai miéng cho téi trong long thoi.

Thing Chich thiay ban mudn cho minh dugc am thi
phai theo, theo & 161 n6i, chir n6 van tu nghi riéng trong
dauno : Ai da c6 4o trudec mot vai ngay hay sau mot vai
ngay nao co sao dau. Nghia gi do1 minh la cai do1 coi
tran t&r thoi co ma.

Vi thé cho nén trong mot phit boc 1ong thang Tich
budc no phai ra hang vai thim sam 4o thi n6 phai theo
di. Nhung theo di ma n6 van tu nhu : Gia ¢ cai hom
danh gidy trudc, réi hdy mua 4o, co6 phai mic cai 4o
xudng bao nhiéu khong ?

Chtr nhu by gid n6 van co cai cam tudng rang minh
mac day la mac mot cai gi lam vao cai ph?m chic chian
cua tuong-lai, minh lam maot cai gi c6 hai cho ngay mai.
Nhung né cling né ban qué, biét lam thé nao.

Xua nay, n6 chi so djc cd6 mot cai doi chur cai rét, nod
bat chap. D61 ma khong co cai gi ran dut vao mom, thi
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thoi co chay dang gioi cling khong thoat dugc cyc hinh.
Chtr rét ! Thi 61 thoi, no thiéu gi cach ngu han.

Pung sat vao nhitng dira c6 4o, ngdi canh nhiing
thung phd, ngii & bén bép nhimng hiéu cao 1au ngoai 6,
hay cung 1am, chay lung tung, nghich bat tir, danh nhau
chi mang. Bao nhiéu thir d¢ cho hét rét, hét ngay lap
tuc.

Con nhu doi thi chiu, chiu ca dén su «cua cay» dé tim
cach lam cho hét doi.

Khi ma da day da ddng hdc thi thoi, khong con «ngdny»
gi dugc nita. Chan tay doi ra roi, gan cot ddo ra roi, rudi
bau mép ciling khong budn xua nita roi. Luc ay thi thoi,
no chi con la mdt con ma cong mdt con ma.

Céi canh con ma nguoi cong con ma doi no da hiéu,
hiéu nhiéu lam, cho nén dén dau hang vai tham, no lai
gang hoi ban :

- Ching minh con c0 it tién chi du dé mua a0, nho
mua ro1 ma gio1 «noé» cir mua mai khong kiém dugc thi
sao ?

Théng Tich hiéu ¥ ban quéc ngay mit
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- O, thi dé tir trudc dén nay, chung minh khong bi cai
canh ay bao gio day ?

R61, chang dé cho ban kip gia nho1, né lai din vai néi
tiép :

- Ma nao c6 chét ai dau. Véi lai hoi dau ma di lo
phong lo loan nhu thé.

Va tam tim, 13y tay véo Ién lan da sém nang cuia ban :

- Chinh vi may ctr hay di lo nhitng cai gioi o1 nudc
dé nhu thé ma thanh ra may luén luon bi tran nhu dong.

Thang Chich biét ban da quyét roi, khong ddm nghi
dén sy hoan nira :

- U théi, thé may mua cho tao mdt cai soang soang
thoi.

Thang Tich chon ngay mat :

- O, dd khong may thi théi, chir dd may thi phai may
mot cai «gia dungy» chir li.

Thang Chich ché ngay méi :

- C6 dam hao chi ma doi «gia dungy, «gia dung» thi
phai dam to.
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R61 cuo1 khé khé do nhiing chiéc rang sin :

- V61 lai chung minh ngu dau he s6 chg, suot ngay
doi mua, do1 nang nhu thé nay, can gi phai «gia dungy.

Thang Tich ldy canh tay thich ban :

- O thé thi may ngu lam. Chinh vi thé ma cang phai
can gia dung. Pén gia dung ma con toi ra nhu buom
buém thé nay, hudng ho 1a khong gia dung. Khong,
may cir dé yén tao, phai sam maot cai that tot, that bén.

Vé mit nghiém trang cia né khién cho thang Chich
phai pha 1én cuoi :

- Cha, tao trong may c6 vé ngudi 16n 1am.
Thang Tich khong cudi

- May bao khong ngudi nhén, ¢t tré con mai thi song
lam sao cho duoc.

- O, thé ma tao v4i bao nhiéu thang van song day.

Thang Tich nhin vao lung ban bi mua va nang lam
cho mdc théch nhu chan gio.

- O, song nhu thé thi no6i lam cdc gi. Roi ching minh
phai song nhu nguoi ta c6 nha, c6 ctra han hoi ay chi 1.
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Vi mudn tau cho ban mot chiéc 4o «gia dung» nhung
lai 1a cai thtr «gia dungy ré tién, cho nén thang Tich di
sudt tir dau phd dén cudi phd ma van chua tim ra. Boi
d6 1a tht rat hiém !

Cai ré tién thi lai mong qua, ma cai gidy thi tién chung
n6 khong du.

Vi 1a cai thir hiem thé, cho nén no6 phai di «soat» mai
cac cura hang khién cho cac nguoi ngodi coi cura hang
phait phat tuc 1én :

- P6 «ma-ca bong». Khong mua ma bat nguoi ta luc
tung 1€n, mat ca thi gio. Budc c... 6 chiing may di.

Thang Chich di quen véi sy mang mo va dia sa cia
loai nguoi, kéo tay ban, nhung thang Tich thi chua
quen. Va no cling khong muon quen nhu the.

- Thi vira y t61 md&1 mua duge chur ? Ba ban hang ma
ba lai mang nguoi mua hang nhu the a ? Cai 161 ban
hang ay ¢ dau ra thé ?

Xua nay, von biét rang néu co su 16i thoi véi nguoi
nhon thi chi b1 thi€t, thang Chich lai kéo tay ban mot
cach rat manh me :

- Thoi di may, hoi dau !
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Nhung thiang Tich chua kip di thi d bi ba hang xong
ra tat 1én mat né mat cai cling gia dung.

Thang Chich hoang so lai ra stic kéo tay ban :

- Thoti, thoi, tao van may, di di may. Hoi dau. Nho cu-
lit cu-liéc dén thi 161 tho1 lam.

Ba hang nghe né néi thé cang duoc thé :

- Db «ba-que» khong séo ngay cho ba ban hang, ba
goi cu lit bat bo tu bay gio day.

Thang Tich da tic lai cang tirc. N6 hat thang Chich
ra, ro1 noi to :

- Cai d0 ba que khong phai 1a t6i, ma 1a ba, ba 4y.

Ba hang lai gio tay :

- A, may lai dam bao ba thé a ?

Thang Tich cti ngay xudng vé lai cai chai dung nudc
de danh giay :

- Ong d6 may dam danh 6ng nira day. May c6 gioi thi
may danh ntra di.

Vira noi, nd vira gio cao cai chai. Ba hang thay cai
diéu bo quyet ligt cua n6 khong dam danh nira chi chu
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chéo :

- A, quén dn cap ndy. Ching may dén day dinh an cap
ctua ba, ching may khong an cap duoc, chiing may lai
dinh sinh su vo1 ba ¢6 phai khong ?

Thang Chich nghe dén hai tiéng an cap, s¢g khong con
hon via nao. N6 nam voi lay cai hom danh giay, va 161
a0 ban toan kéo chay, nhung thang Tich v01 vang giit
no lai :

- Viéc gi ma phai chay. May ci thé cho nén chung n6
mo1 bat nat dugc may. Cay ngay khong bao gio so chét
dang. C6 gioi chir !

Nghe to tiéng, nhitng ngudi di dudng sim lai, va mot
ong bé v¢ ¢ trong nha hap tap chay ra :

- Pau, an cap dau, an cap dau ?

Ba hang chua kip chd thi thang Tich da gidng dac noi
ngay :

- O day khong c6 ai an cap, chi c6 dira noi diéu.

R6i n6 linh cam thay rang néu né khong khoa duoc

mom ba hang lai thi thé ndo ching né ciling bi nguy. N6
lién tién 1én hai budc nhin thang vao mat ba hang :
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- Té1 khong lam gi ba, ba danh t61, bay gio ba lai vu
cho t61 1a an cap, ba khong so c6 gioi a ?

Ba hang ngic ngd chua kip gia nhoi thi nd lai noi
ludn bang mot giong danh theép :

- Ba nhu thé kia ma ba vu oan gia hoa cho ngudi ta,
ba khong s¢ tdi vo1 gior a ? Nao toi an cdp cua ba bao
gio nao ? Ba c6 dam thé khong nao ?

Ba hang 4p ung mai :

- Thé may bao may khong an cap, thé may bao may
di mua 4o thi tién cua may dau ?

Théng Tich kéo ra mot cai tai nhd, roi giéc tién 1én
ban tay :

- Cha tién 1a gi day ?

Nhitng 10i noi rach roi va thir nhét céi giang bo ngay
thang cua n6 khién cho moi nguoi tin ngay. Mot nguoi

trong bon bong thot ra :

- Phai r61, n6 di mua 4o cho thang ¢ tran kia that roi.
Lai vu cho no6 an cap thi con c6 gioi dat nao.

Hai vo chong nha hang khong biét noi sao lang thinh.
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Thang Tich cat tién vao ti r61 nhin moi nguoi :

- Pay cac ong céac ba xem, ngudi nhon ma di bat nat
tré con nhu thé day thi con c¢6 la ngudi nhén nita khong?
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B a hang d3 im, nghe cAu néi mat 4y lai bat 1én :

- The ai bao 1ii chung may budi sém da dén rac
ro1 & cura hang ba.

- T6i dén t6i mua hang, sao ba lai bao la rac roi. Thuan
mua thi vira ban. T6i khong thay tht t6i can dung thi
t61 khong mua. Tai lam sao ba lai mang t6i va danh toi.
Ba nhu thé kia, ba ngdm xem ba an & nhu thé, co phai
khong ? Thay chung toi nghéo kho, ba da khong thuong
thi chd, ba lai y ba gidu c6 ba bat nat nguoi ta & ?

RO1 no6 phan vua :

- Bay su tinh nhu thé day, cac 6ng cac ba xem ai phai,
ai trai, ai ngudi nhén va ai tré con ?

Nhitng tleng nghi-luan son 520 lam cho 6ng chu hang
sam ca mat. Ong quay sang gat VO !

- Chung n6 khong mua thi thoi, sao ba lai the ?
R61 muodn lap liém cai 161 cua vo :
- Thé ching may can gi nao ?

Thang Tich tro thang Chich :
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- Thi t61 chi can cai 4o cho nd, chir con can gi nira. Va
to1 chi xin hoi :
- Sao t61 khong lam gi ma vo ong lai chiri to1 va danh

A

to1.

Ong chu hang vé mot chiéc a0 vang dé ¢ dau quay
dua cho no :

- Théi, thoi, khong ndi dén chuyén ay nita. Pay tao
dén cho, cut di.

Thang Chich di mo to hai mat, va nhin nhu nudt lay
chiéc a0, nhung n6 chua sot biét bao khi thay thang
Tich hat cai 4o di :

- To61 khong thém. To61 c6 phai an may dau. To1 noi
cho biét ai phai, ai trai thé thoi.

ROi n6 cti xudng xach hom danh gidy va lang 18 nim
tay thang Chich kéo di.

Ong cht hang thay n6é khong thém 1ay co y bé véi
moi nguot, lién no1 dé chira then :

- Lam bg thi théi. PBay lai cang d& hao.

Vo 6ng cling chém vao :
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- That 13 ctt nat c6 choép ! Thé ma con lam bo.

Pi dugc mot quing du dé cho khong ai nghe duoc,
thang Chich can nhan ngay ban :

- Quai, n6 dén cho may cai 40 ma may khong lay thi
la that. C6 phai khong phai bo ra mdt dong xu ma tao
cO a0 mac khong ?

- A, sao lai khong ?

- May noi cai tat Ay a ? A, thé bay gio thi khong co
a0 ma may cling van da bi tat. Thé c6 phai thiét khong?
bay may xem d¢ trudc tao an va nha hang com. Puoc
mot hao ngon d6. Thé ma lan nay. May nén nh¢ cai 4o
ay lac ndy n6 doi mdt dong rudi day.

R61 no suyt soa :

- Ca1 a0 giay cOm nhu the, tao mac to1 chét cling chua
rach.

Va tho dai :

- Tro1 o1 | mua dong ma mac cai 4o ay thi rét con lot
vao minh lam sao duoc nira.

Thay ban ctr 1ang yén di, n6 lai noi :
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- May thi may khon that day, nhung 1an nay thi thuc
la may dai, dai qua.

Tich ta ding phat ngay lai :

- Thé khong phai 1a dai hay khon. Thé goi 1 hén. Tao
thi tao chét ngay, tao ciing khong thé hén dugc.

- A thé nay thi cling da 1a hén roi. Pang nao thi may
cling da bi tat ro1. Ma lai thi€t cai 4o nhiing bao nhiéu
1a tién.

- Thé nay nghia 13 tao d3 tat gia lai né roi. Tao c6 lay
clia n6 cai 4o thi méi goi 1a bi tat. Nhu thé ma lay cai
40 cho may thi n6 khong 4m mét ti ndo. Dé cho no tat
minh rdi, lai nhan céi 40 né dén, tao théy né nhuc 1am.
Thé thi tha khong c6 40 mic con hon. May nén biét tao
muon cho may c6 40 mic biét 1a ching ndo. Nhung thé
nay thi tha rét, rét chét thoi. Chir mac thé thi tao thay né
tai tai lam sao Ay.

Thang Chich khong biéu dong tinh cai 16i khi khai ay
may, nhung thiy ban noi thé thi né ciing chi biét vui vé
theo y ban :

- A may di khong bang long thi 4o gi tao cung khong
thich mic. Tao ciing tiéc cai 40, nhung tao van thich
theo may hon.
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Thang Tich néi bang mot giong ca quyét :

- Tao thi tao cho vi thé ma c6 40 mic thi tha cdi tran
con hon. Minh 4y céi 4o thi ching n6 khinh minh biét
may. Pang ndy, tuy né danh minh, nhung n6 khong c6
thé khinh minh duoc.

Thang Chich chac ludi :

- Thi n6 cting da khinh chung minh r61, n6 mé&i dam
danh.

- Nhung tir nay thi n6 khong thé khinh minh duoc
nua.

Pén luc ndy, thang Chich méi bing hiéu :

- A, a, tao biét roi. Bay giod thi chung minh lai c6 thé
khinh lai n6 1a khac. A, tao van biét may hon tao ma,
may khong glong chung n6 ma. Thoi, thé 13 taa khong
tiéc cai 4o ay ntra day A, ctr «16i thoi» nhu tao véi
chung no, nén a1 nguoi ta cling khinh, cling danh duoc,
chtr néu tat ca nhu may thi con ai ddm nira. A, tir gid
gid di, tao phai bat chudc may méi duoc. Thoi, bay gio,
may c6 liéu mua 40 cho tao thi mua di r6i con di kiém,
chtr cr léng nhéng nhu thé nay thi lai dén chét d6i sém
thoi.
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Chung n6 lai di mic ca khip cac hang, nhung chang
hang nao 1a c6 cai 40 «gia dung» ma lai ré tién. Dam
hao chi c6 thé mua dugc nhitng cai 4o t6i ma chiing nd
biét trudc rang chang may ndi ma rach. Tim mai, tim
mai ma chua dugc céi 4o vira y, thang Chich méi dé
nghi :

- Hay thoi may a. Hiy di kiém ddm hom nita, r6i thi
c6 nhiéu tién, may mua cho tao han cai 40 vang lac nay
ay. Nhu thé thi t6i mot chap ndy moi khong rét, chir
mua cai 40 mong teo teo thi td1 mua rét nay co 4o cling
nhu khong. Vi lai, tao chua c6 Cai hom do danh giay
thi tao mic 4o nao, tao cling khong 4m. That tinh nhu
thé day, tao thé c6 gidi dat, tao khong noi doi may dau.
May bao mua mdt cai ao it bira roi n6 lai rach thi mua
1am gi cho no ton tién. Au bang c¢d vai hom nita cho n6
c¢6 cai hom danh gidy, roi lac ay s& hay. Tao di & tran
bao nhiéu l1au r6i, chir ¢6 phai tao méi & tran hom nay
dau ma bao may thuong ? Coi tran thém it hom nira doi
v6i tao nao co nghia gi dau. Néu may mudn cho tao
mic 4o that suéng thi may hay sim cho tao hom do d,
roi hdy sim 4o sau. May nén nhé sam 4o thi von nam
chét dat, mac no ¢t cii di chir sdim hom d6 thi r6i nd ¢o
thé dé ra may cai 4o.
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- Nhung tao thay may ¢ tran nhu thé, tao thuong lam,
khong danh tam.

- A, n€u tao khong gdp may thi ai nghi dén sy sam 4o
cho tao.

- Thé no lai khéc.

- Cha khac gi ca. Bay gio thi tao n6i that, may co dinh
sam 40 cho tao thi may phai chd cho ¢ du tién sam cho
tao cai 4o vang kia thi tao méi thich, chu tao thi chang
thich cai 40 no khac ca. Va phai la sau khi c6 hom do
101.

Thang Tich thdy nhitng céi 4o ré tién mong qua va cil
qua, bang long :

- U théi, néu ma may mudn thé that thi tao xin chiéu
may.

Thang Chich nhay ¢&n ngay 1én nhu con dé non :

- A, c6 thé chtr. A cling c6 cai may phai chiéu tao mot
ti chur. That 1a n€ may qua, ma tao phai bang long di
mua 40, chtr tao chua c6 hom doé cam ¢ tay thi tao mac
ao gi cling nhu khong.

RO cti xudng dat hom d6 & tay thang Tich :
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- VA tao ndi that, tao cd6 mot hom dd cam & tay, tao
m&i thay viing viing ¢ trong da. Va tao mdi ¢ thé song
budng va «du» nhu may duoc. Khong co6 hom do ¢ tay,
tao van thiy tao nhu 13 ma-ca bong thé nao ay. Va ai
goi tao thé, tao cho 1a diing. V4 ai bao tao 13 an cép, tao
so tao chay ngay. A, chi néu tao c6 mot hom do roi thi
phai biét, tao ciing rat c6 thé nhu may. Ai bao tao ma-
ca-bong, dn cdp, tao cii lai ngay. Luc 4y, minh c6 nghé
trong tay roi.

- Thi hom d6 nay khong phai 13 ca ciia may nita hay
sao0.

Thang Chich hiéu ¥ ban siu ngay mit xudng :

- A 14 tao noi thé, chir tao lai khong biét rang may
thuong tao, cai gi cling chia s€ vdi tao hay sao ? Nghia
1a tao n6i thé dé may mau mau sam cho chung minh
cung c6 nghé ca, chtr ¢ phai...

Thang Tich voi vang gio tay bit miéng ban :

- Thoi, thoi, tao hiéu roi, tao hiéu ro.
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Phan Thir Nim

Céi mong tha thiét cia chung né thoi thé 1a da
thanh ro61, thanh sau mudi hom vat luc va bop
bung cho dén sat tan lung.

Chuing n6 moi dira da c6 mot cai hom do danh giay
101 !

Chting n6 da c6 nghé trong tay roi ! Thang Chich cam
chiéc hom moi lung cung nhiing chai, nhitng hop «si-
dat» di tung ting & trudc mat thang Tich, roi nd ving
dit manh chiéc hom xuéng, va chong hai tay 1én hang :

- Bay gio ma ai bao tao la ma-ca-bong, an cép, tao cu
thang tay ngay.

Théang Tich nhin vé mat sung-sudng cta ban thay rao
ruc :

- Nhung tran chung chuc thé kia thi cling van chang
khac ma-ca bong an cip may.

- A, khéc 1am chir. Ma-ca-bong, an cap rat c6 thé c6
nhiéu 4o, lai c6 nhiéu 4o rat sang, nhung van 1a ma-ca
bong an cap, nén ching no c6 nhiéu 4o nhu thé. Chir tao
thi khong phai, that 1a khong phai mot ti nao.
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Thay cai vé ong tudng cta ban, thang Tich tim tim
Cuo1 :

- Thé may 14 gi ?
Thing Chich v6 tay vao cai nguc tro xuong :
- Tao 1a thang bé danh giay.

Ro61 no6 ctii xudng chong hai tay xuong dat, giong cay
chudi, gio hai chan nguoc 1én gio1, hét to :

- Bay gi0, tao c6 nghé, tao kiém tao an, tao khong
phal gio tay voi ai nira, ai thué tao bay gio thi phai gia
tién tao, tao khong can phai xin nira.

Néi xong, n6 ném hai chan dimg phat day :

- Bay gio thi khong ai c6 thé khinh tao duoc nira. Tao
bay gid ciing c6 thé séng cai 16i budng va cir khoi nhu
may. Trudc ai tao cling s¢ la vi tao chua c6 cai hom nay.
Va ciling vi thé cho nén nguoi ta khinh tao danh tao,
chui tao duoc. Ma d6i vai ai tao ciing phai nhin.

Thang Tich lic dau :

- Khong phai thé. Thé sao tao khong co cai hom ma
trude kia tao ciing khong dé cho ai khinh tao : U tao van
bao ngh¢o khong phai la mot cai xau. Nguoi ta khinh
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minh bdi vi minh ty khinh minh trude. May nam an va
dé lay tién, may lai... an cap nira, may da thé thi may
con dam buéng véi ai. Chir tao khong thé, nhat dinh
cdy ngay tao khong chiu chét dimg. Long may da... quat
quéo nhu thé, cho nén ai hét 1én mot tiéng, may ding so
a ? U tao bao thé 1a tai long minh queo. Chir c6 phai 13
tai may khong c6 cai hom d6 dau.

Thang Chich ngdm nghi mot 14t :

- U cling c6 1& thé. Nhung bay gid tao ¢6 cai hom db
dé dua vao day kiém an roi tao méi thay tao khong can
phai quat quéo nita. Thi ra bao gid tao ciing van phai
kém may, may nhi ?

- O thi tai may mo coi, khong c6 ai giay may, may
dirng thé a ? Cht tao con u tao. U tao trudc nguoi ta bao
cling kha 1am co, bay gio 1ay phai duogng tao nghéo, nén
m&i dén ndi thé day chu.

No6i dén day, nhirng ky niém den toi nhu s6 nhau kéo
dén tam hon no, nd thd dai :

- A, gia thay tao con song, thi tao ciling khong dén ndi
the nay.

Thing Chich nhu dang sodn tit boi con 16¢ vui vé, bat
ra noi ngay :
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- Thé nay lam sao ? Thé nay chiing minh kho a. Tao
tudng thé nay chung minh sudng hon cai ngay ching
minh m&i gip nhau 1am r6i chi. Bay gio, chung minh
chic ngay mai c6 com an ndy, chic c6 chd nga nay,
chang hon ngay trudc khong biét ngti & dau, gdm vao
daua ?

- Panh thé, nhung ma...

- Nhung ma lam sao ? Tao, tao cho thé nay 1a sung
sudng lam lam roéi. Ma tao dugc thé nay 1a nho ¢ may.

Mot lan gi6 tir ngoai dudng hit vao trong ngd khién
cho ca hai dira déu phai rung minh.

- O, may néi chi thé. Chinh tao phai nhd may. Cha

khong 16 ngd ra Ha nd1, chang biét ki€ém an gi, chét doi
da hong ra roi.

R6i nhin 1an da cia ban bi thAm 1én béi rét :

- Tao thi tao chua sung sudng, khi nao tao mua cho
may dugc cai 4o vang hom no thi tao md1 sung sudng.
Tao di bao may may 4o d4, réi hiy sim hom danh gidy,
may khong nghe tao.

-0, nghe may thi tao lai rét hon. That tinh déy ma,
tao c6 cai hom danh giay ¢ tay, tao chang thay rét mot
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ti. Va khong c6 no thi mic 4o gi tao ciing thay rét.

- O, may ctr tudng tuong. Tao mic 40 ma cling thay
rét cat rudt di day.

Thang Chich bat 1én cuoi khanh khach :

- May rét 1a phai. Cai a0 mong nhu vo ludi, lai tim
mot tram cho thi c6 khac gi ¢ tran. Tho1 dugc ro1, dé
ching minh ki€ém dugc ro61 cung mua 40 mot ngay.

- Khong, may phai mua trudce tao. Du rach, nhung tao
cling con mac dugc da dén noi ta ra dau.

- Khong ta, nhung n6 cling 1a co 16ng cong.

RO1 bi€t ban thuong minh, khong thé trai y ban trong
cal cong viéc «may mac» nay duoc, nd danh phai noi
Xuoi :

- Puoc r6i. Thi tao may trude. Nhung may a. Dén khi
nao may mua 4o thi may cling phai mua mot cai giéng
tao ddy nhé. Hom chung minh di giéng nhau, thi 4o
chung minh ciing phai giéng nhau. Nhu thé thi ngudi ta
m&i biét chung minh 1a anh em véi nhau.

N6 néi bang mot giong thiét tha khién cho thang Tich
phai cam dong.
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- Anh em ¢ su thuong nhau trong bung 4y, chtr dau ¢
cai 40 bé ngoai. A ma 4o thi tao chua c6 thé sam duoc.
Quan may dé 1oi thit ra ting mang kia kia. Chd bao
gid tao mic cai 40 nay ta ra khong thé mic dugce lic ay
hang hay.

A, nhuong bo diéu gi, chitr nhuong bo diéu nay thi

thang Chich khong thé nhugng bo duge. N6 ving vang
di ra trudc mat thang Tich ximng so :

- A néu thé thi tao khong c6 anh em véi may nira.
Chét thi thoi, chir tao khong chiu may quan 4o dau. A,
tao chua c6 4o thi may may ao chr quan tao con mac
duogc chan, sao may da nghi dén may.

Thay thang Tich van ling im, n6 04 1én khoc, ri chap
tay vai lay vai dé :

- Thoi, tao lay may, may ding nghi dén may quin
cho tao nhé.

Thang Tich thdy n6 kho so that, lién 6m 1ay n6 :

- O thi thoi.

R&i khi lan da nguc cua théng Chich cham vao ma,
no6 vung nhan thay cai su thuc chua cay :
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- Tién may 4o con chua co, da dao dau ra dé may
quan ma may da phai lay phai khoc.

Thang Chich dang khoc nin bt :
- U nhi ?
R6i n6 lai méu xéch.

- Nhung may di dinh thi may 1am, tao biét may ghé
1am co. Tao phai khoc trude di thé thi may mai tha cho
tao. Tao n6i that diy néu chura mua 4o cho may ma may
d3 nghi dén sy may quan cho tao thi tao ra cau song cai,
tao dadm dau xudng song, tao chét ddy. Tao noi that day.

- U thi thoi.
- Thé may thé di thi tao méi tin.
Thang Tich gio tay :

- U tao xin thé c6 ong than, 6ng thanh & trong cai dén
nay.

Thang Chich dang @ rii bdng twoi han 1én :
- U ¢6 thé chir. may ciing phai né tao ti ti chu.

Roi dang trong mot phit boc 1ong :
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- Tao ndi that, tao chwa mudn may ao voi dau. Tao dé
tran thé nay, nguoi ta trong thay tao rét, ngudi ta thuong
méi thué tao danh, méi cho tao nhiéu tién. Va nhu thé
tao méi lay céi ¢ chua c6 4o dé xin thém dugc.

Thang Tich hat ngay thang Chich ban ra xa :

- Néu may con ctr thé, thi tao thé khong c6 anh em
vO1 may nita. Ching minh c6 phai 1a an may dau ma
bao cau ai thuong. Chung minh danh gidy cho nguoi ta
tr té thi ngudi ta gia tién, viée gi phai day doa cai than
mdt cach tham hai nhu thé.

Thang Tich con mudn ndi nita, nhung thang Chich da
hiéu. N6 hoi lam. N6 lan vao 6m hai chan thang Tich :

- Tao lay may roi. Tao hiéu réi. Tir gio, tao khong thé
nita. May dung bo tao. May bo tao thi tao chét day.
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A, c6 18 1an dau tién trong doi, chiing nd c6 mot to
gidy bac. Lai 1a mét to gidy bac méi tinh.

Hai dtra nhin ngam man mé mai ma khong biét chan.
ROi chiing no cling cam lay td gidy bac 4p vao mit, vao
ma, vao nguc. Bong thang Tich giat ldy to gidy bac gian
vao lung thang Chich :

- Thé ndy ma hda ra am duoc nguoi ta thi bom qua
nhi ?

Thang Chich da hiéu ban mudn noi gi lién dua lén
moi hon :

- Thoi dé danh to giay bac «hop» nay, chd kieém thém
dugc cho vao véi cai cho hao xu nay hdy mua 4o cho
tao may a.

Thang Tich cau ngay may giat phat lay :

- Kiém dugc thi dé cho n6 am sac chir khong thi to1
va gi ma phai di kiém kho s6.

- Nhung ching minh ciling nén c6 mot to giay bac dé
ma lam von chir.

Thang Tich vd binh bich vao nguc :
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- Von day nay. C6 tién khong may 4o dé cho rét chét
di thi bac ciing chang dung lam gl dugc nita. Sao may
khinh céi thin may ma trong to gidy thé.

- Nhung né 13 to gidy bac.

- Thi bac ciing dé cho nguoi ta dung, chtr dé lam gi.
Tho1 di mua.

- Nhung mua bang to gidy bac mdi nay, tao tiéc lam.

- Thé may khong biét tiéc cai than may a ? Rét nhu
cat rudt thé nay roi.

- Tao s& bi cat rudt hon, néu tao bi mat bang to giay
bac moi tinh nhu thé.

Thang Tich bat phi cuoi :

- Giay bac moi tinh con song thi con kiém duoc,
chtr chét di thi thoi 12 hét chuyén. Trim bac mdi tinh
cling khong dung gi dugc cho chung minh nira. A-I€ di.
Khong noéi 16 thoi nita. May lan than lam.

Miéng néi 14 tay n6 kéo thang Chich di. Thang Chich
khong lam sao dugc, phai theo n6. Nhung theo di ma
né van con suyt soa :

- Gia dong bac cii mot ti thi tao cling vui long ngay.
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Thang Tich ¢ 16i né di mot cach cuong-quyét :

- M1 cii thi mdt dong cling doi ra tram xu, mudi hao,
nao co khac céc kho gi dau.

Su cuong quyét cua no khién cho thang Chich phai
danh v&i1 su di sam 4o. Va bay gio, n6 mao1 nghi dén cai
ao mot cach... can than, theo cai 161 no1 cua chiung no.

- Co 1€ cai ao ay dén hon mot dong may a.

- Hon thi hon. Chiing minh ¢6 nhitng mét dong sau
hao tu co ma.

- Nhung tao so cai 4o ay da lau thi khong khéo n6 ban
mat roi.

- Thi thiéu gi 40 khac.

- Nhung a0 khac thi tao khong thich. Cai 4o ay vura
day, lai mau vang, mac ca dugc mua rét, mua nuc.

- O, séng dau dai nhu ching minh vi tat da con dén
mua muc sang ndm. Ma dén mua nuc sang nam, chung
minh vin con phai deo cai 40 Ay thi 4n may mat roi, con
gi. Ttr nay, dén ngay ay, chung minh phai kiém duoc
bao nhiéu tién ay chu 1.
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- Chac dau. Mua rét dén noi 161 it nguoi danh mi
trang, giay trang lam.

- Thi d4nh gidy «dony, gidy den. Vi lai Ha Noi nay
thiéu gi nguoi d6i mil trang, gidy trang ti thoi. Tao di
bao may dung c6 lo nhiing thtr chinh ngudi nhén cling
khong thé lo dugc ma.

Dén dau phd hang vai tham, thang Chich di cham lai :

- Thé chiing minh lai phai vao hang cai con muy n6 da
chiri may, tat may ay a ?

- Chtr sao. Boi1 chi hang n6 c6 cai 40 vang ma may
thich.

- Nhung thé thi n6 ciing van é é té ndo ay.

Thang Tich thoi phu mot cai :

- Cai tat va nhitng cau chui ay, khi ma tao da khong
thém 1ay cai 40 n6 dén cho tao, tic 13 tao da gia lai
ching né mot cach thira thai 1am roi. Bay gio thi chinh
chung no phai € v6i cdnh minh chur.

Chung no6 dén ctra hang thi ca hai vo chong nha hang
cung c6 mat ¢ day.
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Thoang trong thay chung nd, ca hai cling quay mat
di. Thi con ngudi ta du thé ndo chang con mot chut
lwong 4m no sdng sot lai budc nguoi ta phai xau ho veé
nhirng ctr chi khong dep ctia minh.

Thang Tich tién vao :

- Ban cho t61 cai 4o vang tré con.

Luc bay gid, 6ng chong bé vé moi quay lai. Pa nghe
r0 muo1 muoi ro1, 6ng con vo hoi.

- Hai cau mua gi ?

Trong chung ta, ai khong c6 mot gidy long tu ai chi
chdm cham rinh co hoi dé rung dong. Bén nhu nhiing
ké toéc da bac pho, da trai bao nhi€u thé luy, da thau thap
duoc bao nhiéu chan-ly loe Itra ciia do1 con day ¢ trong

10ng cai thir d6, hudng ho 1a nhitng dira bé con thuan bi
doi hat hui, va chua dugce ai goi bang cau bao gio.

Nghe thy chil nha hang xung ho véi minh nhu thé,
thang Tich s€é dua mat cho thang Chich.

Trong cai nhin &y ham chtra bao nhi€u y-nghia, va n6
nhu c6 y bao : «Pay, tao doan co sai dau.»

Cai nhin 4y 1am cho 6ng chu nha hang tirc. Cang tirc
veé cho ong da chot goi chung n6 bang cau. Ong trut cai
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tuc buc ¢ long ong ra bang su cuc can vo 1€ dé ro1 su
diém dam cua thang Tich lai lam rg1 vao long 6ng mat
cach manh me¢ hon.

- T61 mua mot cai ao vang tré con.

Va nhin thay xép ¢ trong quay, no lay tay tro :

- T61 mua cai nay nay.

Ba hang ltc 4y méi quay lai mé quay 14y 4o ra. Nhin
thay c6 nhiing nam sau chiéc, thang Chich mimng & :

- A, con nhiéu may a.

Tam tinh cua vo anh hudng bai chong. Ba hang nghe
thay tiéng thang Chich ho reo lai so xién ngay :

- Con nhiéu thi dé thuong chiing may cudp dugc cua
tao day phai khong ? Li€u cai than hon.

That ra thi vi chling n6 ma trudc kia ba bi bé mat, ba
van con cam ching nd lam. Con nguoi ta may ai bict
vui vé nhan cai 101 cua minh dé do1 no di.

Thang Tich nhin ba mot cach ngao ngan - that 1a ngao
ngan roi lac dau :
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- Trude kia, ba vu cho chiing t6i an cap, bay gid ba lai
bao ching t61 an cudp, ay thé ma da co6 lan ba dén cho
chung t6i1 cai 4o, ching t61 c6 them lay dau. Chung toi
khong phai an cap, an cudp, ching t61 cling khong phai
la do di an xin.

Chi dén lam cho ba hang nhé t6i sy bé mit cia minh
trudce kia, gian soi 1én :

- Thé chiing may la gi ?

Thang Chich & ngoai san vao, bat lén :

- Chung t0i 1a nhitg thang bé danh gidy tir te kiém
lay dé an.

Ba hang 1am bam :

- Vat miii c6 du dut miéng khong ?

Thang Tich nhin 6ng chong, vi n6 linh cam thay rang
du sao ong cling con biét di€u hon :

- bu hay khong 13 viéc cta chung toi, can chi dén ba
ma ba phai mia chung t61. Bay gio chung t61i mua 4o ba
co viéc ban cho ching t61 thé thoi. Bao nhiéu tién nao.

Ba hang toan noi 16i thoi nita thi nguoi chong di gat
di:
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- Me nd sao ctr hay lam truyén theé.
R61 6ng cam chiéc 4o dua cho ching né xem :

- Pay cac cau c6 mua thi to1 ban ré cho cac cau. Pong
mot day. Mo1 nguyén, tot va day lam.

Thang Tich so k¥ than vai, 161 cam chiéc 40 uém lén
minh thang Chich :

- A vira day.
N6 chua néi rirt thi ba hang da giat phat ngay lay :

- C6 mua hay khong thi hdy mac ca cho thanh gia da.
U6m thé ban 4o cua nguoi ta ra.

Thang Tich nhin ba bang d61 mat buon rau va dau
don, that 1a buon rau, that 1a dau don, ro1 tur tir no1 :

- Thi ba cling phai dé cho t61 u6m qua xem c6 vura
khong thi r61 chung t61 md1 mac ca dé mua dugce chur.
Sao ba qua khinh ré nhitng nguoi ngheo nhu the.

Su On ton cia n6 lam cho 6ng chi nha hang hoéi 1am,
va co6 1€ lam cho ca ba hang hoi nira. Ong cau may :

- 0, sao me no lai thé ? Ai nguoi ta dén mua hang thi
cling phai tu t€ vd1 nguoi ta chur.
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Ba hang tré moi :

- Tr té voi il ma-ca-bong nay dé lam gi ? Ich gi ?
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ich gi ? Phai, loai nguoi chi tir té v6i nhau khi xét
thay ich cho minh théi. Con dé lam gi ? Thi it ai
biét lam. May ai biét rang tir té v4i nhau ay 1a dé cho
minh, cho sy giau sang dep dé cua long minh. Va long
tu trong minh bugc minh phai thé.

Ong chu hang tuy khong biét diéu d6, nhung thay vo
té qud, ong lién gt :

- O, t6i d4 bao me no thé, me nd khong nghe toi hay
$a0.

Ba hang bi chong mang, lai ngoi bich xudng giuong,
vO1 cai au-dong trau, lay mot miéng nhai bom bém, roi
nhin ching noé trung trung.

Thang Chich di ttrc, thidy ba hang nhin minh mot
cach nhu thé lai cang turc :

- Théi thé khong mua nira. Tao mac ao nao cling duoc,
ctr gi phai cai 4o nay.

Thang Tich biét ban trong mot luc tire buc thi néi thé,
chtr ban khong thich cai 40 nao bang cai 4o nay, nén ct
16 di nhu khong nghe thay :

- Thé nao bay hao liéu c¢6 duoc khong hé ong.
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Ong chu nha hang cam chiéc 4o dua cho no :

- Thoi, tdm hao, kém mdt xu khong dugc, ban ré cho
cau day.

Thang Tich vira moc tai ldy tién dua ra thi ba hang da
giay nay :
- Tam hao ban thé nao. Vén da dong bac roi.

Pén day thi chinh thang Tich, c mudn chiéu ban
cling da thay tirc ro1, nhung tirc ma n6 van I€ phép :

- Vang, néu ba khong mudn ban thi thoi.

Ong chu hang nguyt vo mot cai :

- Thoi cau ctr gia tién di, t6i ban cho cac cau. Ba éy
noi gi mac ke ba ay.

Thang Tich mac chiéc 4o cho thang Chich roi ngam
mai, roi1 thich chi :

- Cha, vura qua. Nhu 1a nguoi ta may cho may. Cha,
trong cur ngay lap tuec.

Thang Chich nhin chi€c 4o, nhin mat ban rdé1 vung
nam lay tay :
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- Con thira tim hao diy. Hay may ciing mua mot cai
nhu tao di.

Thang Tich lic dau :
- Khong. Mua rdi thi con 14y gi ma an.

- Con bon xu day. Vi lai chung minh con kiém thém
nira chu.

- O tinh nhu may 4y. Thoi di.
Thang Chich niu né lai :

- Khong, may cling phai mua mot cai thi tao mo1 bang
long mac co. Ao may cling da ca ra roi.

Miéng néi 1a tay n6 coi d0. Thang Tich lay tay ngin
lai :

- O, cai thang nay lan than qua.

Thang Chich oa 1én khoc :

- Khong ! may ciling phai mua mot cai co.
Thang Tich gat :

- Tao ¢6 40 161 con mua lam gi ?
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Thang Chich méu mo :

- Cai 40 cua may toi ra roi, sao con goi la do dugc
nua.

- O, mién sao kin thi thoi cht.

- Nhung n6 c6 kin dau, khong sao may biét thuong
tao, ma may lai khong muon cho tao thuong may

- Néu tao khong c6 40, may bao tao mua, tao mua
ngay. Chir dang nay tao di co 4o rdi, may bao tao nghe
may lam sao duoc. Tién cua chung minh con dé lam
viéc khac. Thiéu gi cai can phai tiéu dén.

Céi canh sodn suyt cua hai dura tré vo c¢6 anh chung
lam cho 6ng chu hang cam dong :

- Ao can thi cling sap tan r6i. Thoi c6 phai cau ay
muon thé, thi cau mua mot cai di. Thoi, tinh rat di cho
hai hao day.

- Cam on 6ng. Nhung t6i chua dung dén.
Miéng ndi 1a tay n6 kéo lién thang Chich di

Thang Chich vira theo n6 vira khoc rii dugi. Vira khoc
no vua dén di :
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- Nhu thé nay thi tao mac 4o chang sudng mot ti nao
ca.

Khéc than mac, théng Tich ctr lang thinh va ctr kéo
no di.

Chot c6 mot nguoi goi danh gidy. Thang Tich luc ay
mo1 dung cai giong dan gioi :

- Nin di, lai danh cho nguoi ta di. Khong c6 dura khac
n6 nghe tiéng no tranh mat, di do1 ba xu bay gio.

Thang Chich khong di :
- Khong, tao khong danh nita. Tao chang lam gi nia.

No6i xong n6 dat cai hom do, ro1 ngdi thup xudng
ngay b¢ he.

Thang Tich biét rang lic ay d ciling vo ich bo mic
no, chay lai phia nguot goi thué danh giay.

Cha, ca1 budi sang hom ay, chung no ¢ nha di ra gap
giai han r0i. Ngur0’1 ta dem ra gidy me, giay con, mil
nhdén mil bé mot sdc. ROi ngudi ta mic ca gon tat ca
mdt sb tién hai hao. Thang Tich nai mai dugc thém nam
xu. Sau khi gia ca ngd ngii r6i, thang Tich chay bay lai
phia thang Chich :
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- May c6 lai gitip tao voi khong mot ntii mii, mGt nti
giay kia kia.

O trong nhirng ké sudt doi phai vat luc dé kiém an
bang hai ban tay, bao gio tiéng goi ctia can lao ciing
1a manh hon ca. Thang Chich ving giay, cam hom db
chay theo ban.

Sau khi cam so tién bai muoi nham xu ¢ trong ban
tay ro1, Thang Chich lai tr& vé mot cach cuong quyét
vo1 cai y dinh trude kia cia minh :

- Thoi bay gio c6 hon hai hao dé€ phong than ro1, may
cling mua di mot chi€c ao dé cho tao bang long, cho tao
mac cai 4o nay dugc sudng mot ti.

Luc nay thang Tich méi liy bd mit nghiém nghi ma
xua nay no it khi dung dé doi pho véi thang Chich :

- Nay, tao bao dung c¢ tré con thi chiing minh khong
thé & voi nhau mai duge dau. Tao noi that, nhiéu viéc
khong thé theo may dugc, bai vi néu theo may thi tir
trudc dén nay, bao nhiéu viéc é tré roi. May bang 1ong
hay khong, mac may, tao ctr phai tao lam.

ROi thdy nét mat siu tham va so hii cua thang Chich,
no voi diu giong :
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- Pay nay, tao ndi cai 18 tai 1am sao, tao khong thé
mua 40 méi cho may nghe nhé. Ao tao con mic tam
duoc it 1au, mua mai dé né phi di a ?2 Au bang mic cho
bao gio t&i ky rach hdy mua, c6 phai hon khong. Va
lai chiing minh lai con phai dé danh tién dé mua quan.
Quan tao v6i quan may sap rach ca réi. Ma quan thi can
hon 40. Nguoi ta ¢6 thé an trau, chir khong bao gid co
thé ¢ truéng. O trudng thi may bao con kiém an gi duoc
nita. Va nhu thé ra dudng thi cu lit bat bo ti ngay. May
d3 hiéu cai c6 lai 1am sao tao khong ddm mua 4o chura?
Tao dé danh tién dé nhd quan chung minh c6 rach thi
may.

RO61 cam chiéc quan giat giat :

- N6 ciing sap t6i roi ddy. May chang biét lo xa mot ti
nao ca, cur bat tao lam nhiing viéc vo 1y nhu thé thi tao
chiéu may lam sao duoc. U tao bao néu con ngudi ta
khong phong xa, chd nudc dén chan mdi nhay thi nguy
to lam. Bay gid may da hiéu chua.

Thang Chich sé& gat dau :

- Hiéu r6i. Nhung c6 may thi phai may quan cho may
trude day nhé.
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- Puoc roi. Thé thi may vui 1én ndo. Cai mit may sau
nhu thé, tao kho lam. A ma nay, may van ky quai lam.
May ctr mudn 1am theo céi thich ctia may thi khong
duge. Oi cha, néu ma thich éy a, thi tao thich la con
nha giu, 4n sung mic sudng va di hoc, chr tao khong
muon lang thang léch théch nhu thé nay. Khong, khong
chting minh bay gio nhu mot, khong néi dén truyén may
trudc, may sau. Chi noi dén can hay khong can ma thoi.
HE quan may rach trude thi mua trude, quan tao rach
sau thi mua sau. Chang qua thé 13 bat dac di dé kiém lay
an ma thoi. Ching minh cling mong cho sau nay kha
gia dé mdi dira c6 mot bo quan 4o thay doi, chtr cha nhé
ctr cai nhat kién nay kéo mai, ma bao phai nhudng véi
nhin. Déy may xem cai cung cach chﬁng minh tim dira
thay quan 4o co kho khong ? Ctr dem dén méi dam bo
ra may nudc tam roi giat quan ao0, r0i O truong cho tdi
khi quan 40 kho mdi lai mic. Va ca dém chi lo dén sang
quan 4o khong kho thoi. Thé nay chang qua 1a khong
lam sao dugc thi phai thé, may da hiéu chua ? Khong
phai cai 16i nhudong nhin. Chung minh bay gio 1a mot,
song mai v4i nhau dén sudt doi co ma. Ctr bay gid dua
ndo can sim trude thi sdm trude, can sim sau thi sdm
sau. Va tir gio may phai nghe tao, biét chua ? Dy nghe
tao thi vo chong thang hang ban 4o ciing phai né déy a,
gia hom 4y do tay lay cai 40 ctia nd thi bay gid n6 khinh
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bang mé. May da biét chua ?
- Tao biét roi. Tao xin nghe may roi.
- Thoi thé bay gio mdi dua kiém dn mdi nga.
Trudce khi di, n6 uc s€ mdt cai vao lung théng Chich :

- Cho khi chung minh dic dich hao xu, chiéu nhau va
nhuong nhin nhau cling chua mudn co ma. Bay gio thi
phai hang lam sao cho song da.
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hang Chich ngdm nghi vé nhiing 101 néi clia thang
Tich, than thd di qua pho hang Vai Tham thi ¢
tiéng goi giat giong :

- Nay danh giay, lai day !

Thi né di day chi 1a dé san nhing tiéng goi nhu thé,
nén nd quay phat lai ngay. Nhung dén khi trong thay céi
ngudi vay no lai chinh 1a 6ng cha hang, n6 ludng ly tu
nhu : «cai théng mat phen phet nhu lon 1 nay lai mubn
rac roi cai gi minh day» ay thé 1a n6 quay di.

Tiéng ong chii hang to hon trudc :

- O kia, nguoi ta thué danh giay mii, khong danh a ?
tal sao thé ?

Chinh ba chu «tai sao thé ?» 1am cho né quay lai.

Phai rdi, n6 di danh gidy, chi mong c6 ngudi thué. Tai
sao bay gi0 ¢ y thué no lai khong lai.

- Ong danh giay mii that dy a ?

Ong chu sé hai cai ma day nac nhiing thit thanh mot
nu cuoi té1 mang tai :

- Cha that thi tao no61 choi véi may a ?
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N6 nhan thay 6ng khong goi né bang ciu nita. Va
no thich 6ng goi n6 nhu theé, cai tiéng cau lam cho no
nguong nguong thé nao ay.

That 1a ngay hom nay 1a cai ngay may man cua doi
ching n6 r61. Mii nhén, mil bé, gidy me, gidy con, & dau
ma kéo ra hang soc theé.

N6 liéc nhin ba chu bang mot cai nhin kinh ngac roi
tu nhu : «cai con me¢ doc ac nay sao ma no 1am con thé
nhi ?» va n6 bang khuang nghi dén cai s6 phan cua dan
con ¢ trong cai nha co6 mot nguoi dan ba ac-nghiét nhu
thé.

Nhung trai véi sy no trong ba me ma no tuéng rang
ac nghiét ay lai chi€éu con mot cach la lung.

Ba nang niu chung n6 mot cach that la dac bi¢t. Ma
chinh ra vi c6 ching noi nal ep, chu khong thi ba ciing
khong thué n6 danh céc sc gidy mil 4y bang cai s6 tién
hai hao hai dau.

Céi s0 hai xu ay la n6 nai mai, va ba chu chi bang
long sau khi mgt dira con bao :

- Hai xu tham vao dau, me thué danh di cho ching
con, cho «kéng» me a.
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N6 dang lui hti danh 6 trong san, vay quanh boi dan
tré thi 6ng chu lai gan. Ong nhin n6 mat 1at 1au ro61 vung
hoi :

- May véi thang ban sang 1a thé nao ? N6 1a anh may
c6 phai khong ?

- Khong phai. N6 1a ban cua toi.

- Thé sao may lai thich cho n6 c6 40 mé1 mac nhu
thé ?

N tra 101 mdt cau gon 16n, nd c6 cai manh lyc mam
cho cai khoi thit ay phai cam dong :

- Tai n6 cling thich cho t61 c6 40 mai.

Ro61 tom dugc co hoi dé khoe thang ban ma n6 yéu

quy va kinh phuc, n6 noéi tat ca nhiing diéu ma théng
Tich da lam cho no.

Ong chii nghe xong, nghen ngio :
- N tir té v6i may dén nhu thé co a ?

Hoi1 xong, 6ng nhin dan con. Va ro6i thi mot cau khac
bong nodi 1€n & dau ong : «Nhirng dira nay anh em rudt
thit, nhung vi tat sau nay da an ¢ vo1 nhau duoc nhu
th?»
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Ay thé 16i tan ngan mot 1at, dng voi noi :

- The bay gi0, tao cho may chiéc 40 ay dem vé cho
nod, may co bang long khong ?

Thi thang Chich con bang long gi hon cai viéc ay
nita, nhung nhd td1 nhitng viée thang Tich da lam, va
nhirng 101 thang Tich da bao minh, n6 budc long phai
tu choi :

- A khong, ong cho nhu thé, n6 khong... gi dau. N6
khong muon an xin ai ca.

Ong chi1 syc nhé t6i sy thang Tich da tir choi chiée 4o
minh dén cho n6 hom trude day :

- Tao cho may, r61 may bao may kiém dugc tién, may
mua cho no, thi no biét dau.

Thang Chich lac dau lia lja :

- Nhung 6ng biét, nhung t6i biét. Ma 6ng va toi da
biét thi no cling biét. Cai gi n6 cling biet, khong gioi
dugc n6 dau. Thoi, 6ng cuir dé danh cho t61 mot cai, bao
gi0 to1 co tien, to1 lai td1 mua cho no.

Trong doi ngudi ta, ai 1a khong co nhitng lac boc
long :
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- Thoi thé, tao ctr ban chiu cho may dem vé cho no,
lic nao may du tién may dem lai gia tao.

Thang Chich lai tir chéi :

- Thé n6 ciing khong bang 1ong dau. N6 biét né tra toi
thi ro1 161 tho1 voi no. No s€ khong bang long 1am anh
em vo1 toi nira.

Ong chu chac ludi :
- N6 doa thé, chir tao xem n6 thuong yéu may lam.
- Vi thé cho nén t6i khong dam trai ¥ no.

Cai khang khit cua hai dura tré mo co1 cang lam cho
ong chu hang a0 cam dong. Ong ngam nghi mat 1at, ro1
bao no :

- Thoi, tao thu xép thé nay thi 1a khong phai tao cho
may nira. Va nhu thé thi thé nao no cling bang long. Tur
nay dén cudi thang may lai dén danh giély mil cho tao
hai lan nu’a nghia 13 cach bay hom mot lan. Tién cong
danh gidy mil trir vao tién 4o, va tao cho may dem cai
40 nay ngay tu bay gio.

A, d3 dén thé ma con khong bang 1ong thi qua qua. Vi
thang Chich khong quéa qua, cho nén n6 bang long. Bao
nhi€u nhirng thanh kién ctia n6 vé€ vg chong ong chu
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hang doi hét ca. Va khi 6m chiéc 4o ra khoi nha ong, nd
muon tim ngay thang Tich dé dua cho n6, dé khoe véi
no. Va dé duoc nhin n6 mac 4o maoi.

Nhung thang Tich hen n6 dén nim gio gap nhau & Bo
Ho co. Ma gio nay thi khong biét thang Tich ¢ dau dé
ma tim. N6 danh phai nén cai su vui sudng burng birng
¢ trong long.

Cai ngay da may thi that 13 du thir. Hom 4y, no phat
tai lam, ki€ém dugc nhitng gan ba hao.

A tudng tuong téi khi dua cai s6 hai hio sau niy va
cai 4o cho thang Tich, n6 sung sudng biét bao.

Ctr nghi dén cai nét mat bang 10ng cta ban, tu dung
no thay run ca tay chan.

A, ching né giéu roi, lai du quén du 4o rdi, lai moi
dra c6 mot cai hom do6 roi, chung no6 rat c6 thé nhin
tuong lai voi bi€t bao nhi€u cai dep de.

Tuy thé, nhung khong hiéu tai sao lac nim gid, né

gap thang Tich, no lai xay ra cai y kién trung suéng ma
khong noi that.

No dua chiéc 4o ra vo1 mot nu cuoi tinh :
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- Hom nay, tao kiém dugc nhiéu, tao mua cho may
cai 4o nay day, dé cho ching minh giong nhau, dé cho
di dén dau, chiing n6 cling phai bi€t minh la anh em.

N6 ctr dinh-ninh rang khi nghe n6 ndi thé thi mit
thang Tich phai tuoi bat 1én. Pang nay khong. Chang
nhirng thang Tich khong tuoi, ma mat né lai con sam
ngay xudng. N6 hat cai 4o ra, roi tién lai thoc tay ngay
vao t0i 4o thang Chich rat nam xu hao ra dém.

- Thé hom nay, may kiém duogc ra nhirng hon dong
baccoa:?

D3 chét noi doi roi, thang Chich khong thé néi that
dugc ntra. N6 danh phai 1ay su no1 doi nay dé go su noi
doi1 trude. NO co lam ra than nhién :

- U, tao gip ba dam bao nhiéu la gidy, bao nhiéu 1a
mil. Cai dam buoi chiéu dugc nhitng bon hao.

Thang Tich giat ngay goéi 40 ném xudng dat :

- Sao thang Ga gay nd bao tao may co cai goi nay tir
chua ?

Noéi xong, né quay phat ngay di. Thang Chich so hai
cuong cuong chay theo :

- O kia may, tai 1am sao thé ? Tao c6 lam gi dau !
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Thang Tich ay nora :
- B0 chi di an xin, an va, tao khong choi voi may nira.
Thang Chich thé co tu :

- Tao c6 an xin, 4n va, tao chét khong trong thdy may
nita. Tao c6 the thi xin gio1 gi€t chét tao ngay lap tuc
bay gio durng, dé cho tao song tung li nao nira.

Thang Tich van tan nhén :
- P khon nan nhu thé, tao tin 1am sao dugc.

Miéng néi, tay 4y bat thang Chich ra. Thang Chich
khoc vang 1én :

- Tao noéi that day, may khong tin tao, may bo tao thi
tao dam dau xuong ho nay tu tu day.

Noi xong, n6 chay vé phia ho. Thang Tich vdi chay
theo nam lai :

- Thé dau duoi thé ndo, may phai néi that hét cho tao
biét.

Thang Chich khoc ra 1én mot hoi roi tha hét. Tha
xong, no6 s¢ thang Tich con chua tin, no lai noi :
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- Néu may khong tin tao thi ngay bay gio, tao véi
may, lai hé1 vg chong hang ban 4o cli ma xem. Ty no,
ndé muon nhu thé. Tao ¢ xin nod, tao ¢d xin ai thi tao
chét tur, chét tiét.

N6i xong, n6 kéo 4o thang Tich 16i di.

- b1, may di ngay véi tao lai hoi n6 xem co6 phai ding
nhu thé khong ?

- Tao khong can phai di.

- Nhung may khéng tin tao thi tao kho lam.

Thang Tich nghiém sic mit :

- Tao tin may roi. Thé thi dtng roi. Nhung tai lam sao
may lai di no1 doi tao nhu thé. Ma may no6i doi tao nhu
the dé lam gi ?

- Thoi tao 13y may, tao thé tir gio khong noi doi may
nua.

Thang Tich nhin ban, r6i bang-khuang nhin ra mat
ho, lac ay suwong chiéu da phu xudng day dac :

- May ky quai lam. May hay néi déi 1am. Nhitng viéc
khong dau may ciling n6i doi. Hinh nhu may noé1 doi
quen mom di ro1 ay. May né1 doi nhu thé dé lam gi chu?
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May khong biét may néi dbi tao mot 1an thi roi 1an sau
may coO noi that, tao cling khong tin nita. Thé co phai
anh em & v61 nhau khong thich khong ?

Thang Chich chi tay 1én gioi :
- Tao thé tir gio khong no6i doi nira.
Thang Tich hat tay nd xudng :

- Vi may hay noéi doi, cho nén dong mé mom 1a may
thé. Tt gi0 tao khong muon may thé nira.

- O tir gio, tao khong thé nira.

Vé dam chiéu va sau nao cua ban lam cho Tich
thuong:

- Nho nhé. Thoi bay gio di an com, tao déi lam.
N6i xong, n6 lua tay ra sau lung thang Chich dat di.

Pi dugc mot quing, khong biét Chich ta ngdm nghi
lam sao quay sang hoi :

- Liic ndy, may dinh bo tao that day a ?

Tich nhoén miéng cuoi, ro1 6m chat Chich vé phia
minh :
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- Tao doa may thé, chtr tao bé may lam sao duoc.
Lai 4y Chich ra :
- Ma may chi c6 thé, may so, may mdi chira thoi.

Luc nay, thi Cthh Vu1 su:0’ng 1am roi, vui vé céi du dy
cling c6, vui ca vé cai ay ay ciing ¢

- U, may bo tao thi tao s¢ that ddy. Thé thi gi tao ciing
phai chtra. Va may bao gi, tao cling phai theo.

ROi di lai gan :

- Nhung tao ciing biét may chi doa tao thé théi, chr
bao gio may lai nd the.

Thang Tich c6 lam vé nghiém :

- May thir con n6i1 doi, an xin va an va xem tao c6 bo
may that khong ? Tao lai doa a ?

Thang Chich lai iu ngay mit xubng :

- Tao chira n6i ddi va an va roi. Kia may, kia may...
May bao may chi doa tao thoi di, chir khong bao gio
may nghi the.
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Thay thé, thang Tich lai mém long :

- U tao doa théi, nhung tir gior dimg c6 thé nira nhé.
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Phan Thir Sau

101 gan vé tét, rét nhu cat rudt. Ngoai lai thém
mua phun ti tich khién cho canh vat da tiéu so
lai duom thém mau chét choc.

Trong ngd gid hut lén tung con. Va nhitng bong dén
& san gac nhitng nha bén nhu dam 18, nhin xudng canh
tang thuong ctia loai nguoi phoi bay ra bang nhimg...
d6ng ré rach lin 16c & bén nay thém dén.

Thang Chich vé da tir toi. Hom nay, ltic budi chiéu,
né da khong gip thing Tich ¢ bo ho 1a chd ching nd
van hen gip nhau & day. N6 cho cho dén bay gio, r6i vi
mua qua, n6 khong thé chd duoc nita nd phai 1ai thui vé
cai s6 nay. Nhung n6 vé ma khong an com, dinh rang
doi thang Tich roi dung di dn mot thé.

Bay gio n6 da sam thém dugc mot chiéc ao v¢ sinh,
cho nén cling khong dén noi rét lam.

Nhung d6 chi 1a khi ban ngay, trong khi chung né
hoat dong thoi, chlr vé dém nam ngu trén he thi rét lam.

Bao gid chung né ciing phai ghi chat 1dy nhau va
thuong noi dua :

- May la chan cua tao, tao 1a chan cuia may.
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Ma chung no la chan cua nhau that. Chan dé am thit,
ma cling la dé am long nita. Thuong dém, thang Chich
om chat lay thang Tich :

- Cha, may nay, c6 may tao sung-sudng qua. Vua
duoe no vira dugc 4m. Cha bu véi ndm ngoai, chi nam
co queo c6 mot minh. Va di nga véi da day 1ép kep 1a
thuong.

R61 nd thd dai mot cach khoan khoai :

- A, cir song thé nay, tao song doi dugce. Tao chang
con cau mong gi nira.

R61 lai nan may dong bac trong tui :

- Ma ching minh thé nay ciing la giau lam ro61, chur co6
kém gi ai. Con lam dura kho bang mudi minh, nhu tao
nam ngoai chang han.

Giau ? Thi chang n6 khong giau theo hét ca cai nghia
vat chat cua chir ay va bo luon ca cai phuong dién tuong
doi di - bot vai dong bac thi sao goi la giau duoc.

Néu chiung né c6 giau that thi chi gidu tim long
thuong ma nhicu ké tién nghin bac triéu khong co6, thé
thoi.
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MGdi lan thang Chich néi thé thi thang Tich lai cudi
nhu dé ché nhao s6 ménh :

- Giau, giau cai con khi. Giau ma dén cai kho tai
khong c6 ma dap.

Thang Chich tra 10i mot cach rat ty nhién :

- Tt luc tao song dén gio, tao ¢6 dap cai gi bao gio
dau. Moi nam tao con khong c6 ao vé sinh va mac quan
«dup» nhu thé nay.

R61 nd vo1 rac vao nach ban :

- Thé nay 13 tao am lam l1am r6i. Poi tao chua ting
dugc am nhu thé nay bao gio day.

Thang Tich quang tay ra sau lung no :

- Am ma nhiéu dém, tao thdy may run lén & trong
long tao.n

- A, nhitng d¢ém mua to ké gi. Nhitng dém ay thi dén
nam trong chan bong cling phai run.

Tich lai cuoi :

- May dén ky khoi. May da ndm chin bong bao gio
dau ma may biét ro nhu theé. Khong, thé nao cling phai
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kiém cai kho tai, khé tiéc gi dap. Tao nghe nguoi ta ndi
nam rét hay dau nguc lam ddy. Ma canh chiing minh
bay gio dau nguc thi chi c¢6 chét. Ay thay tao cling chét
vé dau nguc day.

Nghe néi dén chét, thang Chich ring minh.

Khong phai né ring minh vi s¢ chét, nhung no ring
minh vi chét di thi phai xa thang Tich.

N6 g& canh tay ban ra vung day :

- Thé thi chung minh c¢6 tién day, mua han cai chan
ma dap, to1 gi dé cho chét.

- A, tién chiing minh con phai can nhiéu viéc khéc.
Chung minh rdi phai thé nao, chir cha nhé& cir dau dudng
s6 cho subt doi dugc a 2 Pady may xem, ngudi nhon
day, con song bao nhiéu nam nita ch Ii.

- A khong can, ctr nhdn 1€n 1a ¢6 nha ¢6 cura, day may
xem, nguol nhén c6 may nguol phai ngu duong ngu
cho nhu tui bé con ching minh dau.

- O, nhung ciing phai 1am thé nao thi méi c6 nha ¢6
ctra chir. Cha nhé& nha ctia tu dung n6 dén a ? Thoi, ngl
di dé mai di lam cho khoe. Dé tao liéu, xem co cai gi
dap dugc thi tao mua.
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Thang Chich chd d6 con mat tir bay gid cho téi muoi
gi0 ma khong thay ban vé.

P3i may lan, nd tudng cé su gi sdy dén cho thang
Tich, n6 da khoc. Va nd con sé khoc nita néu nhing dira
chung quanh khong vi mat gidc ngt, chtri né am 1én. Co
dira da tuong rang thang Tich mat tich, di tré diy dam
no6 thum thup.

Phai, khong c6 cai sttc manh cua thang Tich che cho
cho no, ai lam gi ma n6 chang phai chiu.

Thé cho nén né cang nhé thang Tich. Va cang thuong
thang Tich néu chang may thang Tich vi mot rui ro gi
ma cheét.

A, trong cai phut ay, né cam tham thia thiy rang néu
thang Tich chét thi n6 cling phai chét. Cha, nd nghi dén
nudc song cai va banh xe tau dién nhu nhirng thir ém
diu s& dén giai thoat cho nd nhimg ndi dau khd ning
chiu ¢ trong long no.

A, Iic nay né méi nhan thay rang né yéu thang Tich
khong con cho dé ma noéi nita, yéu chat nich ¢ trong
long nod.

Thang Tich ma bé nd hay thang Tich chét di, 1a doi
n6 hét, hét that.
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N6 so di thiy ngon com 1a vi ¢6 thang Tich.

N6 s& di thay am 40 1a vi c6 thang Tich. N6 s di thay
lam viéc ciing 1a vi ¢6 thang Tich

Cai gi cling 1a vi ¢6 thang Tich, ma doi nd thay co vi.
Thang Tich ma bién di, thi bao nhiéu ngudn song twoi
dep ctia n6 cling déu bién di tat ca. Ctr nghi thé, ma né
da thay cai chét lanh 180 dén voi 1ong nd roi.

Khong khoc to duge thi n6 khdoc nhd. N6 tam tirc
ngdi chom chom & dau he, nhin ra phia ngo.

N6 dang sut sui thi thang Tich 1& mé vac mot chiéc
kho tai tuong ve.

N6 mung 1t 1én chay bay ra 6m lay ban :

- Sao may vé khuya thé, tao lai ctr tudong may lam
$a0.

R61 n6 khoc, né khéc nirc nd.
Thang Tich cui xudng 6m co no :
- May nh¢ tao 1am u phai khong ?

NO méu séch calt mom :
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- Tao nhé may lam, tao lai cr tuéng may lam sao. Tao
da muodn ra dam dau xuong cai tao chét.

Thang Chich nghen ngao khong néi dugc, no 1ay tay
sO hét nguoi thang Tich r61 nd niing niu :

- Nhung bay gid may vé day thi tao hét tat ca roi.

Luc ay, thang Tich ma61 né1 dugce, va noi dan cai 161
veé khuya cho no biét :

- Tir gio, hé tao ¢ di dau vé cham, may ding co lo.
Tao thi con co6 viéc gi nira. Tao vé cham 1a c6 viéc ca
day. Hom nay, tao thay thang ga gay bao & dudi 6 cho
dira c6 ngudi cu ly xe ban mot cai chian kho tai to 1am,
gidy ldm, c6 hai hao nén tao xudng tao mua. Tao ciing
tuong vé ngay, ai ngd phai chd mai dén tam gid ho mai
vé. Ay thé 1a tao 1& mé véc vé day ddy. Vi nd niang qua,
cho nén tao vé cham. Vao day xem, bay gio dém dém
thi chting minh tha hé ma am.

Cai chan ay 1a may phién khé tai keo lai, ma ciing lai
la nhiing miéng da, miéng dé nguoi ta nhdt dugc bat ctir
¢ dau dem khau dup vao cho am.

Thang Tich do chan ra thi thang Chich reo ngay 1én :
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- Cha, chin thé nay thi 4m «chét» mat. Thoi thé thi
tao vo1 may lén tién roi.

Tiéng no to qua lam cho my thang bé nam canh thirc
day lau nhau.

Luac éy, théng Chich mo1 suc nhé ra, mach ban ngay.

- A Iic ndy may khong c6 & day, tao nhd tao khoc,
ching n6 danh tao day. Chung n6 danh tao boi vi chiing
no tuéong may bo tao roi.

Thang Tich thiy dan soi 1én. N6 chay dén da tung
bon tré bat day ca. Bon tré mat nham mat mo cai luén
miéng :

- N6 noéi diéu ddy, chung tao ¢6 danh né dau.
Thang Tich mat long 1én :

- Khong, bay glo no khong dat diéu noi doi bao gio.
On con, mudn séng muon tot cht di chd nao ma ngu thi
ngu, chir khong ong danh chét.

Bon tré nhin ra ngoai gio1 mua rét s¢ hai :

- Thoi chung t61 1ay anh, tir gio chung t61 chira.
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Thang Tich khong tha, d4 mot thang gan chan minh :

- Ong khong c6 néi choi voi ching may, thang nao
khong di 6ng diét chét.

Von bi€t thang Tich noi thé nao la 1am thé, bon tré
hoang sg, dura vac chi€u, dura vac kho tai di ra mua.

Thang Chich thay thé bat nhan :

- Thoi may tha cho ching n6 may a?Co may vé day
thi tir gio' chung n6 khong dam bat nat tao nita roi.

Giong thang Tich van cuong quyét :

- Khong, khong thé tha dugc. Cho chiing n6 thé chung
n6 mo1 dang kiép.

Bon tr¢ 1ay van :

- Bay gi0, anh du6i ching t6i thi chung t6i ngti dau
mo1 dugce chr ? Anh khong thuong ching t61 mua rét
hay sao ?

- Thé luc nly, tao di vang, n6 khéc, ma chung may
danh n6 thi chung may c6 thuong ai khong ? Cut di,
ngu dau thi ngt. Bén cang vao day, 6ng diét chét. Lan
nay, ong danh can than chd khong c6 choi dau. Nhiing
d6 khon nan duc da nhu ching may khong thé khong
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duoc

Nhiéu dira so rét qua khoc 1én. Thang Chich lai xin
ban :

- Thoéi xin may né tao, tha cho chung nd. Tao chi xin
cho chiing n6 mdt 1an nay thoi. Lan sau ching né danh
tao nira thi tha h6 may muon lam gi thi lam.

Thang Tich ngdm nghi mot lat :
- U théi tha.
ROi quay lai thang Chich :

- May xin cho ching né nhd 1an sau chiung n6é danh
may nira, tao mac k¢ day.

- U, chtr bay gio tao duoc am, tao thay chung né bi
rét, tao thuong lam.
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‘ Ji dém ay co chiéc chan am, cho nén chung no
ngu trua. Hang chao di ban sang da vé roi, chiing
n6 madi tro day.

Day mot céi 1a thang Chich vuon vai :
- Cha, bay gio tao mdi biét co chin ngti sudng thé.

Ro61 nhin chiéc kho tai va dap vao nhirng mun du cac
thir mau :

- Cha, néu chan bong thi khong bi€t con suéng dén
thé nao nira.

Théang Tich tim tim cudi :
- Ay langu ¢ gitra gioi, chtr ¢6 nha thi con sudng nira.

RO1 nhin dén chung quanh thay bon tré con da di rdo
ca, nd giat minh :

- Thoi chét ro1, ching minh ngu trua qué mat ro.
Miéng noi la chan no6 dap céi chan :
- Cha cai chan am no6 lam hai chung minh.

Thang Chich bénh cai chin ngay :
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- Pirng thé may, it nhat dém qua no ciing da cho chung
minh dugc Am. Tao tha that, chua c¢6 dém nao tao duoc
ngd 4m nhu dém qua day. Chung minh c6 day som thi
cling chi dén di téu, chir banh mat thi nao di c6 ma nao
danh giay, danh mi.

- A, khong phai thé, u tao bao day trua, né quen nét
di thi khon

RO1 no nhin chi€c chan long-cong 1énh-kénh :

- Chét, bay gid gidu dau dugc. Pé day thi chiing nd
lay cua di mat.

Nhitng cai vat vanh thi ching n6 giau trén néc dinh
dugc, chir chiéc chan nay thi biét dau lam sao.

Thang Chich cam chiéc chan, dap udém Ién chan :
- Tro1 01, d€ hd hénh ching n6d an cap mat thi uong
qua. Ma tao bay gio thi quen dap chan mat roa.

Roi thi khong hiéu tu tudng soay chuyén ra sao O
trong dau no, nd bong bat ra :

- Gia chung minh ¢6 nha ¢ nhu thang Lo Lem nhi ?
Theé thi chiing minh c6 cho cat chan.
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R6i nhin thang Tich lac ay van ling im n6 thd dai :

- Chiing minh khong c6 cha me anh em nhu thang Lo
Lem thi lam sao ma c6 nha cho dugc. Phai ngudi nhén
thi mdi c6 nha cha.

Mit thang Tich bong sang quéc. N6 dting phit day :

- A, cur gi phai nguoi 16n mé1 ¢6 nha. Chung minh
cling rat co thé c6 nha. May ¢6 muon c¢6 nha khong nao?

Mit thang Chich dang tuoi bong siu ngay xuéng :

- A vé nha may 4y a ? Sao bao dugng may danh may
ghé lam co ma ?

Thang Tich thot ngay ra bang mot giong cam hon.

- A cai nha 4y thi tir gid cho t6i chét, tao cling khong
ve. Ma tao c6 di tim u tao thi cho bao gio tao kha hon
theé nay, tao co6 thé cho tién u tao co.

Thang Chich lai ming r& méa lén :

- Néu khong phai 1a vé nha may thi tao thich lam.
Nhung ching minh bé con, lam sao ma c6 thé c6 dugc
moi dugc chu.
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- A, thé ma c6 thé co day. Sép d6 dac cac thir vao r0i
di. Theo tao, khac c6 nha cho ching minh ¢ thi thoi.

Do dac cac thor ma chiing nd noi day, chi 13 may cai
dé rach, mot cai choi, mot cai bat va hai thanh gd ching
né giit phong dé nh& cd can dung phai danh nhau voi
nhimg dtra nhén hon chung bat nat minh thé thoi. Con
quan 4o tién nong thi lic ndo ma chung né cha mang tat
ca ¢ trén minh chung né roi.

A quén, chung n6 con co6 chiéc chan kho tai mao1 sam
the thoi.

Thang Chich von tin ban 1am, nén sau khi nghe ban
noi the, nd voi vang leo 1€n cot den lay d6 dac xudng.

Khi ching n6 1€ mé vac chiéc chan ra t&i duong,
thang Tich mdi noi rd cho ban biét :

- Hom qua, tao xudng nha bac xe ay, tao thay co gian
bén dé trong. Chinh cai gian dé cai chin nay nay. Cai
gian ay trude c6 mot ngudi xe 0, nhung bay gid y chét
roi. Cai chin nay trudc ciing 13 cta y. Y chét di, nguoi
bén canh m&i xem béan 1y tién day. Tao hoi thi cai bac
ban chin cho tao bao gian budng ay thué mdi thang mat
nam hao. Ma nam hao thi chiing minh c6 thé gia duoc.
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Thang Chich ming quynh :

- O, thé thi chiing minh ¢6 nha r6i ! Ttr nay khong con
phai chay cu-lit nira. Ma cling khong con s¢ gi mua rao
nita. A thich qua, chung minh c6 nha r6i. Hay ching
minh di xe dién cho chong dén di.

Thang Tich thuy thui ngay.

- Hoang thé cau. Cau khong bi€t trong cai canh cua
chung minh, thué nha ciing 1a hoang l1am lam ro1 u ?
Tho1 xin cau.

- Nhung tao néng xem cai nha cia tao lam. May nén
nhd tir bé dén gid, tao chua dugc & trong nha bao gio
nhé. Nhon 1én biét kiém an mot cai 1a tao thay tao & trén
via he ngay.

N6 no61 xong cuoi 1én sang sdc, khién cho may nguoi
di duong phai quay lai nhin :

- Céc 6n con khodi cai gi ma cudi gém thé ?
Thang Chich nhin mit «lip lip lo» ngay :

- A, c6 nha lai chang khoai. Thoi may chiéu tao di,
May chiéu tao mot lan thoi. D1 tau dién di.
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- A, néu mudn thé thi ra bo HO, rdi chd tau di ngay
lén dang hau, cht viéc coc gi phai mat tién. Canh minh
di tau dién & cai d¢at Hanoi ndy ma lai chiu mat tién, thi
dé chung n6 churi cho a ? Hom qua luot di, tao cling tur
moc vao tau day ch. Luot vé vi hét tau roi, tao mai
phai di bo day chu.

Chung né di quanh may céi ngd lay 16i r6i dén mot
giay nha to1 tan.

Thay thang Tich ding lai, thang Chich hoi ngay
- Nha ching minh day co6 phai khong ?
- ba thué dugc cho dau ma da nha chiing minh.

D0 nay ching n6é dn mac da lanh 1an, nén nguoi ta
khong nghi ngo va khinh bi ching n6 nhu truée. Chung
n6 hoi thué nha thi nguoi ta bang 1ong cho thué ngay,
nhung ngudi ta budc chiung nd phai gia tién trude.

Thang Chich ming quynh ném ngay dong bac ra
- Pay t6i gia han ca hai thang.
Thang Tich voi vang cam lai :

- O, may ky qua, ¢ thang nao gia thang 4y mién 1a
ching minh khong thi€u thi thoi.
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Luc ching n6 vac chan xuong gian nha thi vg nguoi
xe dang bé con dirng day hoi ngay :

- Céc cau thué gian ay day a ?

Vang, bay gio chung t61 la hang som cua bac va bac
giai.

- Thé cac cau c6 ai nita khong ?

- Con c0 a1 nira. Chi c6 hai chung t61 thoi.

-Thé & ?

ROi nhin cai chan vira ban hom qua :

- Thé cac cau khong c6 d6 dac gi sat ca a ?

Thang Chich cam chiéc chan dung dung Ién :

- B0 dac trong nay thiéu gi.

Vo bac xe tum tim cuoi roi theo chiing n6 vao trong
nha.

Thang Chich trong thay may cai dat che dong lién
vao tuong sudng qua :

- A, chiing minh lai ¢6 giuong diéc han hoi. Ai da
mua chiéc chi€u nira thi tuy¢t nhi ?
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Vo nguoi xe tim tim :
- Vi bda hao chii bao
Thang Chich dun vai :
- Thi hang vai bon hao. Thé ma cha du chét a ?

Thang Chich vi sudng qua, nén ctr dimg ngay ra nhin
gian nha t61 tan ma n6 coi nhu mot cai dong. Nhung
thang Tich thi khong dé€ yén tay.

N6 da muon dugc cai choi, quét tong hét ca dac dudi
ra ngoai, va budc lai nhiing cai dat giuong tur te.

RO1 nhin dén cai givong bén nha bac xe c6 6 dom, nod
hoi ngay :

- Dom bac lay ¢ dau thé ?

- Lay ¢ dau. Mua ¢ nha trudc cia mot hao day. Phai
g101 rét nay, danh 6 rom cho am thi mdi nam dugc.

Thang Chich liéc nhin thang Tich roi cudi :
- O, thé thi sudéng qua.

Cai 0 dom danh dé gon gang roi. Thang Chich moi
cheo 1én 1ay chan dap. Vura dap xong no6 da tung ra :
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- Oi gioi oi | Am qué thé nay thi roi dén chét mat thoi.
Tao chiu thoi tao khong thé ngu ¢ cai giwong nay dau.

Va no6 nhom giay tu :

- Thé tai 1am sao nhiing dra n6 chin bong, dém bong
ma khong chét ngat nhi ?

Luc nay khong phai 1a lac dua, cho nén thang Tich
mang ngay :

- May chi dm & thoi. Nhu thé khoi phai mua chiéu.
Tién chung minh con phai dé dung viéc khac.

Thang Chich chon mit :

- Bay gio ching minh da c6 nha, c6 chan, c6 6 dom.
con can tién lam gi nira ?

Thang Tich khong gia nhoi. N6 ctr tinh 1am nham.
Mot Itc sau nd mo1 On ton :

- Chung minh ct di 4n com hang nhu thé khong bao
gi0 dugc no cd. Ma lai con tdn tién 1a khac. Nao co
ngay nao la chung minh tiéu dudi ba hao dau. Ay thé
ma khong bao gio dugc no ca. Ma ¢6 no thi lai phai lai
dang phd bd Song, ching nd sai cho nhu cho vay. Au
bang chimg minh mua noi niéu bat dia thoi 1y dn. Mdi
thang chi bén dong 1a no cat. Mdi dtra chiing minh chi
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an hét hai dong bac gao thoi, u tao bao thé.
Vo bac xe cling ndi vao :
- Thé thoi, khong dén nita 1a khac.
Thang Chich nhan mit :

- Nhung tao khong biét thoi com. Tir trude dén gio,
tao chang thoi com bao gio ca. Tao thuan mdt nghé di
an com dau chong.

- P4 ¢6 tao. Va nhu thé chi nhd hom nao khong kiém
duoc cling khong bi d6i. Pa c6 sin gao ¢ nha dé thoi
com r6i. Bay gio chi phai sdm hai cai niéu dat va it bat
diia thoi khong bao nhiéu dau. Mot dong bac thi du ca
gao, cui va cac thu.

Thang Chich nhin thang Tich bang con mat kinh
phuc:

- Thé thi t6i gi ching minh khong an com nha. R6i
may day tao thoi chir. Tao nghe nguoi ta bao thoi com
khong kho ma.
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ur sang dén gi0, ching no chua an gi, cho nén sam
dugc no1 ni€u ve, 1a chung ndé bac noi 1én thoéi
com ngay.

Thang Chich chang biét 1am gi, chi chay loanh quanh
de cho Tich sai vat. Va no thay thang Tich lam cai gi
cling gon gang lanh len, n6 phuc lam.

Noi com chin bac ra, thang Chich thay nhiéu qua rt
lén :

- Troi oi ! thé nay thi ha qua nhi ? Thé day bao nhiéu
tién gao day ?

- D6 nam xu chur bao nhiéu ?

- G101 o1 ! thé thi nhitng con mu hang com, ching n6
an 1a1 ching minh nhi€u qué nhi. Hai xu mé1 dugc mat
bat.

- Thi thé tat nhién 13 nguoi ta ban hang nguoi ta phai
an 1a1 chu.

Hom ay la bira dau, chung n6 khong lam thic an.
Chung n6 chi mua ba xu cha trau. Va chiing n6 cling da
d6i meém ro1, khong thé cho nau thire an dugc nira.

Thay thang Tich rét nude mam ra, thang Chich cuoi
né nhu hoa dai :
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- Tro1 o1, tao tuong chang phai can mua cha nia; ctr
cai thr mam man nay, an cling da ha lam r61. Gém tui
nha hang moi1 lan ching minh doi no chi thi cho chung
minh c6 mot ti ti ti.

Théang Tich sd1 com ra bat :

- Gi bang an ¢ nha.

- Bing dung. Gi bang c6 nha co6 cua.

- A ma nay, tur gio gio di, la di duong gap cai giay,
cai diéc nghia la tat ca nhitng cai gi dun dugc, may nhé

dem vé nha. Nhu thé thi khong bao gid chung minh
phai mua cti. Thé moi thang dé danh duoc dong bac.

- Puogc, céi gi, chir cai ay thi tao thay san lam.

- Tir gioi cir sang day som, chung minh thoi com dn
xong, roi di. Chiéu vé chiing minh lai thoi. Néu kiém
duoc, chiung minh mua xu cha, xu chiéc vé, con sang
thi nudc mam.

- Phai r61. Pung day. Tao thay ctr an nudc mam khong,
khong can cha cling ngon 1am roi.

Hom ay, chung n6 danh moi thang nam bat, no cang
bung ma trong ndi van chua hét com.
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Thang Chich toan x6i nita thi thang Tich voi can :

- Ay chét, thoi. An qua, nhd bdi thuc v& bung ra thi
khon.

- Thé con thira bo di a ?

- Sao lai c6 cua bo. Chiéu minh ghé vao com mai chtr
ly. Va chang ghe thi cir d€ ngudi the, an cling dugc chur
sao. Xua kia, chung minh lay dé xin dugc an chay thi
$a0.

Thang Chich lan ra cudi. Ri thi nd 1én giong hat mot
di€u cai luong :

Minh o1, co di bo ho.
Cung toi an kem keo dua,

Bac xe luc ay da di lam vé€ nghe tiéng hat cua no, voi
chay sang :

- A, hai thang nay thué & day day a ?
- Vang.

- Chung may di lam an céi gi day ?

- Chung t6i di danh giay.

Béc xe nhin chung mot cach kinh ngac :
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- b1 danh giay ma c6 tién thué nha riéng & co a ?

Thang Chich tir lic niy thiy bac xe hoi thuan mot
giong séch mé da tic :

- Chtr sao ! Thé dé chi bac di 1am xe méi ¢o tién thué
nha day phai thoi. Con chiing toé1 ngong ca.

Bac xe thay nd gia nhoi sing so ngay

- Nguoi ta hoi thé ma chiing may so xién gi.

Thang Tich dung phat ngay day :

- Théi béac, n6 khong biét gi.

R6i voi mang ban :

- Bay gio lang giéng véi nhau, cho tir té may.

Khi ngudi xe ra r0i, thang Chich con tirc noi ngay

- No bi beng chir tao c6 lam gi n6 dau.

- Thoéi, ho nguéi nhdon, minh khong nén 161 thoi voi
ho. Va lang giéng véi nhau. U tao bao : «ban anh xa

mua lang giéng gan» minh ctr tu t&, roi sau ho khac tir
te vo1 minh.
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Ay thé 1a n6 khong nghi sy dé danh com ngudi dén
chiéu nira. N6 vét dugc tat ca mdt bat day dem sang cho
con cho con bén nha bac phu xe.

Vo bac phu xe trong thay noi ngay :

- Ay chét, sao cac anh cho n6 nhiéu thé.
Ma chinh bac phu xe cling moi ngay :

- C6 hut thudc lao vao day.

Thang Tich vao :

- Cam on béac. Toi khong biét hut.

R6i 6n ton :

- N6 con bé, co diéu gi bac ding chap nd diy nhé.
- Thé no 13 em may déay a ?

- Khong. T6i véi nd lam an chung.

- Thé b me chung may & dau.

Théang Tich bi€t n6i nhi€u vaoi bac cling chang ich gi
lién nod1 xudi :

- Thay u chung toi ¢ nha qué ca.
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- Thé chiing may kiém thé c6 du an khong ?

- Tam du thoi. Ciing c6 khi bi doi.

Ay thé roi n6 chao di ra.

Khi n6 vé thi thay thang Chich dang nam khénh &
trén givong.

NO hét ngay :

- No r0i thi phai nghi dén su di kiém, chir ddy mé roi,
nam day a ?

Thing Chich nhom ngay day :

- Thoi tao lay may, cho tao & nha ngay hom nay. Tao
chua c6 nha ¢ bao gio, may cho tao ¢ nha cho tao thu
mot hom. Bao nhiéu ngay ching minh m&i nghi mot
ngay. Voi lai hom nay qua trua ro1, di ki€ém c6 duge bao
nhiéu nira dau. Vai lai hom nay tao méi c6 nha la mot,
may nén thuong tao. Ttr mai thi tao xin tat lyc.

Thang Tich nghi dén su co kho cta doi ban, bang
long :

- U hom nay ciing nén & nha.

Thing Chich nhom ngay day :




237 | Hai Dira Bé Mo Coi

- O ¢6 thé chir. Tao chi lo may khong bang long. May
chua biét chir, du sao thi may cling c6 nha & mot vai lan
r0i, chir tao thi khong c6 nha ¢ bao gio ca. Hom nay ma
phai roi cai nha nay di kiém thi tao kho ldm. Thoi may
ctr cho tao choi hét hom nay.

- U dugc roi ma.

No6i xong no cling cheo 1én givong nam. Nhung no
chi nam c6 mot choc lai vung day, chay ra xem cai cua :

- Ai gia, cai ctra nay khong c6 then, lam thé nao ?

Thang Chich ngoc dau day :

- Chiing minh c¢6 cho gi ma s¢ an trom. Xua kia,
ching minh van ngu & ngoai gioi, to phia khong ctra
ngo thi sao.

- A, tao phong 13 ltc chiing minh di vang, ¢6 it gao dé
trong nay chi.

Tiéng nguoi xe ¢ bén nay vong sang :

- D1 thi cac cau budc lat vao day. Roi to61 bao nha to1
no coi ho cho.

Théng Chich lién bam thang Tich, noi khé ;
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- A1 gia, ¢ bat com, tir té nhi.
Thang Tich gat ngay di

- May ding thé, nhd nguoi ta nghe thay chang ra thé
nao.

Hai dura lai 1én giuong nam, boi chung né chang con
biet lam gi. Nhung nam duoc mot lat, thang Tich lai
nhom day :

- A, may nhé hé di duong c6 nhit duoc nhitng manh
gidy hoa, hay tranh anh gi, nhé dem vé dan 1én tuong
kia cho no6 dep. A truéce kia, & nha tao, canh chd tao
nam tao dan la liét nhitng anh.

- U nhi. Chting minh phai lam thé nao cho nha chung
minh n6 dep vi du sao thi cling 1a nha ctia chung minh
phai khong ?

- Phai r0i.

Chung n6 ban tan mot lic, roi cung nhom day, cing

nhin cai nha mot cach khoai tra, ro1 cung thot ra :

- Ay thé ma chiing minh khong ngd rang hom nay,
ching minh c6 nha riéng day.
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Roi thang Chich lai nhin thang Tich :

- Tao ma khong gdp may thi khong bao gio tao duoc
the nay.

Thang Tich nhin mat :

- O, may chi hay nghi nham. Chung minh nho 1an
nhau. Tao nho may mot thtr, may nho tao mdt thur, chir
dtra nao hon dra ndo. May ding c6 néi 16i thoi nhu thé
nita ma tao khong thich.

Budi t61 hom ay, ching n6 1én nam chiéc 6 rom voi
biét bao khoan khoai. Ching n6 n6i chuyén nd nhu gao
vang.

Nhiéu khi thang Chich con bang khuang nhu ngudi
trong mong :

- O, tao khong ngo chung minh lai c¢6 nha, c6 chan,
c6 givdng mot cach dién nhu thé déy. Gia tao khong so
ngay thiy cai chin, nhin 1én thdy mai nha, tao ctr ngd
1a chiém bao. Thoi thé nay, thi song it 14u, roi chét cling
ha.

- O, viéc quai gi ma chét. Thoi ngu di r61 mai con di
som.
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Tuy chung né khuyén nhau nhu thé, nhung vi chiung
nd vui mung qua, nén c¢6 ngu dugc dau.

Thing Chich d3 cya ciy trong chén :
- Nong qua that may a ?

- Thé thi may dimng c6 6m tao nita. Nhung khong 6m
may, tao lai ngu khong duoc.

- O, thé thi c6 gioi méi chiéu may dugc. Cho may ra
ngu ngoai gioi thi may thich nhé. May sinh ra 1a dé ngu
& dau he.

Thang Chich gidy nay :

- Ay bay gid c6 nha nhu thé nay roi, bt tao ra ngl
ngoai gio1 thi tao chét mat. Tao quen ngu ¢ trong nha
1o1.

Thang Tich phai bat 1én cudi :

- May da ngu trong nha dém ché nao dau ma may da
bao quen.

- U nhi, a ma nay, ké c6 nha ciing thich chir may nhi ?

- Chang thich ma nguoi ta lai phai mat tién thué. May
cu no1 nhu thue.
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Mai tét ro1 may a.

Tét thi an tét chir sao. Nhung phai danh dan 1én ngay
hom nay thi dn t€t mé&i ngon day. May co du ké ma an
tét day.

- Thi han r6i. Nhung tét thi may ciing in tét & day a ?

- Chit con & dau nira. Ma tét thi chung minh ciing dén
com chir con cai gi nita. Nhitng nha giau ho méi an tét.
Lam gi o tét cho nhitng nha nghéo. P4y may xem nha
bac xe bén canh c6 ruc-rich gi dau. Hay 1a tao chi thay
lo meo mit va khoc van khoc giai.

Thang Chich dang theo dudi mot ¥ nghi nén khong
dé y dén nhirng 161 n6é1 ctia thang Tich.

N6 tam ngadm mat 14t 1au roi nging dau day :

- Thé may khong vé nha an tét 4 ? Sao tao nghe nguoi
ta bao cai bon phan nhitng nguoi con cha me dén tét
déu phai vé nha an tat ca. Tao khong co ai thi tao in
tét & day da danh roi. Chtr con may. Thoi may dig co
thuong tao, tao & ddy mot minh ciing duoc, may vé in
tét mot vai ngay, roi may lai vé day véi tao c6 sao dau.
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Moi lan nghe ai n61 dén nha minh 1a méi lan, thang
Tich buc turc :

- Nha 4y c6 phai nha tao dau. D6 13 nha cia duong
tao. Tao da bao may cho tdi chét, tao khong bao gio vé
cai nha ay ma. Bay gio nha tao 1a ¢ day.

- Panh hiéu thé, nhung c6 u may & day. Ma u may thi
chac la nh¢ may 1am. Thang Tich can rang dé khoi bat
1én khoc.

- Nhung biét 1am thé nao. U tao da khong che cho
dugc cho tao dé€ nguoi ta danh chiri tao nhu con cho ro6i.
Cai gi chtr cai nhuc thi tao khong chiu duoc.

- Panh may khong vé thi thoi, nhung may ciing nén
tim cach lai tham dau u may mot ti cho u may do nhd.
Co phai u may van ban hang & chg Kham thién khong ?

- Phai rdi, nhung néu tao gip u tao thi thé nao u tao
cling giir lay bat & nha khong cho di dén dau nira. Ma
tao & cai nha 4y thi tao phai chét. By gid u tao bt tao
vé, thi thé nao duong tao cling danh tao mot trin nén
than. Vi thé cho nén tao khong dam lai thim u tao, chir
c6 phai tao khong nhé u tao dau.

Roi hinh nhu nhitng ky niém ay 1am cho né dau dén
qua, n6 vo1 gat di :
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- Thoéi ding nhic dén chuyén 4y nira, tao kho lam.
Chiéu nay chiing minh vé sém. Bon gid, may cho tao &
bd HO, r0i chiing minh ciing di sim tét mot ti chtr. Cha
nhé tét dén ma nha c tro khic ra nhu thé nay a ?

Chiéu hém 4y, bén gio thang Tich chd ¢ Bo HO,
chang thay thang Chich dau. N6 cho dén sau gio ciing
khong thay. Hoang hét no bo di tir phia dé tim ciing
khong théy No héi thi canh chl’mg n6 bao théng Chich
d3 thoi kiém an vé nha dé an tét tu’ ba gi0 r61 co ma. No
mua hai chiéc banh trung tuéng vé ma.

Thang Tich v01 vang bam vao tau dé vé, mung r& veé
cho khong say ra su gi cho ban minh.

N6 vé dén nha thi thay thang Tich dang lti-hui thoi
com. NO hét ngay :

- Sao tao bao may chd tao & By Ho may lai tot vé day.
Thing Chich ap ung :
- Thé tao lai ctr tudng may bao tao vé nha.

- O, thé thi may diéc. Vé nha thi con sam tét cai cho
gi nira. The hai chi€c banh trung may mua dau.

- O kia, may c6 dan tao mua banh trung dau ma tao
dam mua.
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Thang Tich mé to hai mat :

- O, thé sao dira nao no cling bao vGi tao may xach
hai chiéc banh trung tudéng.

- Pau nao, dra nao bao thé ?

Vé ludng cudng cua thang Chich da lam cho thang
Tich nghi :

- Thé may vé day tor may gio.

- May bao tao can phai di kiém rd nhiéu ngay hom
nay, nén tao vira maéi ve.

- Thé sao tao nghe ching n6 bao may x&p do dac vé
tur ba gio.

- Chung no chi noi 140 théi nao. Tao vira méi ve xong,
may hoi bac xe bén canh xem. Tao vé tu ba gio dé lam
gl.

Thang Tich lang thinh ngam nghi roi lai bat 1én hoi :

- Thé hom nay may kiém duoc bao nhiéu ?

- Hom nay ho ban di sam tét ca thanh ra tao chi kiém
duoc co hai hao ba thou.
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- V6 1y. Tao danh so c6 budi sang ma cling dugc nam
hao r61. Nguot goi danh lam khong kip.

Noi dén day no nhin chirng chung vao thang Chich,
ro1 vut noé tién lai lan tui :

- Cai hai dong bac giay mai, tao chia cho may dé gitr
dau ?

Thang Chich luc nay méi cuong cuong. No ap ung
mai moé1 ndéi duoc :

- Tao giat k¥ &... cap quan... khong biét lam sao no...
ro1 d1 dau mat tr hom no. Nhung tao s¢ may tao khong
dam noi, tao dinh... d¢ ki€ém dan dén vao day.

Thang Tich nhu vut hiéu su that. N6 tim ldy 4o thang
Chich :

- C6 phai hom nay may xudng thim u tao, may lay
cai tién ay, may cho u tao phai khong ?

Thang Chich méi chot da chéi lia lia :

- Khéng, khong, tao c6 biét u may 1a ai. Tao thé tao
co the tao chét nira 1a.
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Thé may mua banh chung dé lam gi ?
Thang Chich oa 1én khoc :

- Tao c6 mua banh chung bao gio dau. Chung nod db
oan cho tao day. Tao thé.

Thang Tich nhin ban mot 14t r6i quay di :

- Bay gio, tao xudng hoi u tao, néu c6 that nhu thé thi
ching minh khong anh em ntra, nghe khong ?

Thang Chich hoang 1én chay theo nam ban lai :
- Théi tao lay may, may tha cho tao.
Thang Tich quay lai :

- Thé nghia 1a may c6 xudng u tao, va may cho tién u
tao phai khong ? May phai noi that, noi that ngay.

Thang Chich ntrc 1én khoc.

- Thi may ct tir tir d@é cho tao noi, viée gi may ctr quat
thao tao nhu the ?

- Nhung tai lam sao may lai lam thé méi dugc chu.

Cau tra 10i ciia thang Chich bi ngat roi ra timg doan
b1 nhitng trang khoc :
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- Tai tao... thdy may bao véi tao... ring may khong
thé xubng thim u may dugc. Ma tao tudng u may...
cling nhu u tao. Thoi tao lay may, may dung cd gian
tao, tao... chot dai (?) mot lan thoi.

Thang Tich nhin cham chd vao ban ling thinh.
Thang Chich tudng né con gian lai van lon :

- Kia may bao bao gio may ciing thuong tao, va khong
viéc gi lam cho may gian tao co ma.

- Nhung may di thi may cling phai bao qua cho tao
biét chu.

- Tao so may khong bang 10ng.
- Thé may mua hai chiéc banh chung that day a ?

- U, vi tai tao thay may noi u may khong mua dugc
banh chung cho em may an khoc mai.

- Thé may dua cho u tao hai d6ng c6 phai khong ?
- U, véi lai tao cho em may mdi dira mot hao.
Thang Tich cti ngdm nghi mét luc roi ngimg dau lén:

- Tai lam sao may lai thuwong u tao va cac em tao nhu
thé.
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- Tao khéng biét.

Thang Tich 1am bam :

- May khong biét ! May khong biét !

Ro6i thi mit né dang cau n6 bong diu lai :

- Thé may xudng u tao, may bao nhitng gi véi u tao ?
Duong tao luc ay c6 day khong ? May khong bdo rang
tao ¢ day day chu.

- O, c¢6 doi nao tao lai dai nhu thé. Lic 4y, tao goi u
may ra cong, tao ciing khong biét duong may co nha
khong. Tao chi thiy cac em may theo ra thoi. Tao cho
moi dira mot hao va tao néi 1a ctia may gui vé cho chiing
no tién tét.

Thang Tich gt gat dau :

- Thé may con noi gi voi u tao, may nhac lai rd that
hét cho tao nghe nao ? U tao luc ay no1 nhitng gi nao ?
May nhac hét ca lai dau duoi ranh rot cho tao biét nao.

- Thé nay nhé. Tao lai ngd Kham thién, tao hoi thim
dung nha u may r6i, tao goi u may ra. U may vira nghe
tao n6i dén may thi u may khoc hu hu. Nhung dén khi
nghe tao n6i may manh khoe va kiém du an thi u may
nin ngay. Luc ay tao méi dua hai dong bac va banh
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chung ra, tao bao may & Bac Ninh guri v€ bi€u u may
de an tet.

- Chac u tao mung lam.

- Thi han 1a ming. U may luc ay lai khoc, va cac em
may ciing khoc. Tao thay thé tao cling khoc. Cho mii
dén khi c6 ngudi ¢ ngd di vao, tat ca méi voi vang nin,
RO u may gidt tao ra ngoai dudng hoi cin k& vé may.
Tao phai néi déi rang bay gid may & cho mot ngudi &
bén Bic Ninh ngudi 4y nguoi ta thuong may lam. Pén
khi u may hoi dia chi, thi tao phai bao rang tao khong
biét. Tao gip may & dudng, r6i may nho tao thé thoi. U
may din tao néu ¢ gip may thi bao may vé choi.

Thang Tich thé dai :

- Vé choi thé ndao dugc. A thé nao may xem u tao va
cac em tao theé nao ? U tao c6 gay lam khong ?

- Ciing khong gay lam. Con thang Soc thi n6 dau mit.

- Thang 4y thi n6 dau mat ca doi. Tiéc qua, néu tao
biét may vé nhu thé thi tao d3 giri may ba xu vé gia bac
hang mia va gia thém cho bac 4y mot hao. Bac ay ciing
nghéo, nghéo hon u tao nia ay.
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- 0, tao d4 gia cho may roi. Tao khong giri u may gia.
Tao khong cho thém hao, nhung tao mua cho cac con
bac ay tam xu cac thir tranh con chudt.

- Troi oi, thé thi may... gi tao qua.
Bay gio thang Chich méi dam nhin 1én :
- Thé may khong gian tao nita chir ?

- Khong bao gio tao gian may. Ma tai lam sao tao
gian may.
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Phan Thir Bay

‘ 7 ra xay ra mot vu an giét nguoi & Nga tu so. Mot
nguoi vi ghen gi€t may mang.

Bon tré con sum lai & bo H6 dé nghe vu tudng thuat

cua mot t0 bao ma thang Viét dang doc vanh vach.

Chung n6 phuc 1am va lay van théng Viét doc di doc lai
may lan cho ching n6 nghe

Co lan, thang Viét da phat cau

- Ong 1a day t& chung may day phai khong ? Mudén
biét thi sao khong di hoc 1ay dé ma doc c6 duoc khong?
Chir quoc ngit hoc thi ¢6 khé chd gi dau, chi hai thang
la thong thoi ma.

Théang Tich nhin vé tu phu cta n6, va ngam nghi mai
v€ cau no noi.

N6 cho cho bon tré con tan di ca, méi lai gan thang
Viét :

- Anh Viét nay, toi...

Thang Viét trimg mat ngat 1oi ngay
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- May lai mudn tao doc cho may nghe c6 phai khong?
Ong moi moém rdi. Va 6ng khong hoi dau di 1am day to
khong cong cho chiing may mai.

Thang Tich ¢6 ngot ngao :

- Khong phai thé. Toi nghe roi.

- Thé may con muon gi ?

- T61 mudn hoi anh hoc thé nao d€ doc dugc quoc
ngir ?

Thang Viét cudi khanh khach :
- Thi ¢t hoc 14 tu khic doc duge chit con thé nao nita.

- Khong, anh dung 6m ¢. To1 lay anh. Anh bdo that
to1, t61 muon hoc that day ma.

Thang Viét bay gio maé1 nhin cham chi vao no :

- May mudn hoc that ? Lay gi dut miéng ma hoc chir?
Ma may hoc thi gio nao méi duoc chu.

- T61 hoc ban dém. Hay anh day t61 nhé.

- O, tao chiu théi. Tao tbi con phai ngii. Nhung hoc
thi phai mua sach, mua but, may co6 tién khong ?
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- Co, t6i ¢6 it nhiéu. Anh 1am on béo t6i 1am sao ma
hoc dé doc dugc nhu anh. A, hay anh néi cho t61 biét
anh hoc thé nao.

- Tao ay a ? Trudc thay tao chua chét, nha tao giau,
thay tao cho tao di truong mdt ngay hai budi, hoc ca
chir tay nira.

Thang Tich bong thay that vong :

- Néu di truong ban ngay hai buoi thi toi chiu. A sao
thé luc nay anh bdo chi hoc c6 hai thang dé lam.

- U dé, di trudong hai buoi 1a cai chit tiy co cha. Con
quoc ngir thi mua quyén A. b. c. nam xu, ai ngu’(‘)’i ta
giay cho khong duoc. Thiéu gi ngudi biét qudc- ngi.

Cai chd O cho Dira may & thi c6 hang rimg nguoi biét.
Thué ai mot thang dong bac ngudi ta giay cho.

Luc nam gid, gip nhau, thang Chich thay mait thang
Tich c6 vé nghiém-trang hoi ngay :

- May lam sao thé ?
- Khong tao ¢6 lam sao dau.

- Thé sao ma mat may than ra the.
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Thang Tich voi ndm lay tay ban :

- Tao dinh... chung minh hoc qudc ngir cho biét viét,
biét doc nhu thang Viét may a ?

Thang Chich méo mom :

- Hoc dé 1am gi. Ctr danh giay nhu thé nay khong du
né u can gi phai hoc. Cai gi cht céi ay tao khong choi.
Cai d6 phan con nha giau. Chiing minh c6 dién dau ma
chung minh nhu thé.

Thang Tich dang hing-hai bdng xep ngay. Thang
Chich lai bdi thém cho n6 mét bua nita :

- Vi lai hoc thi phai nhiéu tién. Ching minh moi
dtra ngay kiém vai ba hao, vira da song, con tién dau
ma hoc.

- Khong, tao nghe anh Viét anh iy bao chi phai mua
quyén a, b, ¢ nim xu, va thué ngudi ta moi thang mot
doéng ngudi ta giay cho théi. Vi lai anh ay bao chi hoc
hai thang 1a doc dugc vanh vach déy tho1 ma.

Thang Chich khong budn nghe, ngat luén mot cach
tan nhan :
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- U thé nita thi nhu chung minh hoc dé 1am gi ? Cai
thi g10 hoc ay, tao di ngoi cho n6 béo xac.

Noi xong, 1a n6 niu ngay lay toa tau nhay téi Ién
khong mudn noi vé cai truyé€n hoc hanh nira.

Thang Tich tiu nghiu theo né bam lay dudi tau nhung
né van nghi lung vé nhitng 101 n61 cua théng Viét, va lai
no6 khong phai 1a dlra b6 qua mot cau truyén khi no xét
théy co ich, ich ngay kién kim & su doc dugc nhat trinh
dé biét hét moi truyén... rac roi xay ra 6 Ha noi.

Sau khi com xong, nd lai moi cau truyén ay ra :

- Hom nay, may khong c6 diy may khong biét, thang
Viét n6 doc bao vanh vach. Chung tao phai 12y mai no,
n6 maéi doc lai cho nghe.

Thang Chich chac ludi :

- O thé thi dé lam gi. Tao chang can phai nghe no doc
bao, tao cir nghe lau truyén, tao cling bict cai viéc ay ro
nhu may. Ma cho du biét chitr nhu thang Vi¢t thi cling
dén di ban bao, chir hon cac gi ching minh dau.

- A, n6 kiém duoc nhiéu hon ching minh chir.

- Thi tai n6 c¢6 von nhiéu hon.
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- Nhung néu chung minh c6 von, ching minh khong
biét chit, chung minh c¢6 di ban bao dugc nhu no dau.

- A, vo khoi thang chang biét mot chir mit dic nao
cling di ban bao dugc nhu thuong. Ma no6 lai con ban
phat tai hon thang Viét co huong la khac.

Thoi thé 1a thang Tich tat ky ngon 16 khong con biét
noi thé nao nira.

Nhung téi khi sap di ndm, no lai syc nhd ra :

- A, tao nghe nguoi ta bao khong biét chit, thi khong
bao gio kha duoc.

- Thé thi thang Viét biét chit ddy kha déch gi hon
ching minh dau.

Khéng hiéu tai sao 1an nay, thiang Tich bdng thay ttrc
sO1 l1én. N6 dap ngay cho thang Chich mot cai nga chui :

- Néi v6i may nhu noéi voi con chd ay. May khong
biet nguoi ta van chiri nhirng thang khong biét chir la
do dot hay sao day.

D6 dbt hay d6 gi, thang Chich khong can hicu. No
chi hiéu mot diéu 1a thang Tich gidn nd. Va cai da ay
dau. Va thang Tich c6 gian nhiéu mé&i dap nd dau ghé
nhu thé.
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Thang Chich nga chui, thang Tich ciing chang thém
do day. No bo sang no1 chuyén voi bac xe, bay gio da la
ban than véi nd. Thi han 13 trong khi tdm trang n6 nhu
thé, nd phai néi truyén vé su di hoc qudc ngir.

N6 cham cai dom cho bac xe hut thude ré1 nd goi
trudc :

- A nay, bac oi, nguoi ta biét chir, c6 phai van hon
khong bac nhi ?

- Thi han 1a nhu thé, gi bang cai miéng doc hay viét.
Chang qua vi minh nghéo khong dugc nhu ho thi thiét
than thoi.

Cha, nhirng 101 no61 cua bac xe méi lam cho n6 mat
rudt lam sao.

- A, t0i nghe ngudi ta noi chit quoc ngit hoc chong
lam c6 phai khong ?

- Chéng, chong 1am. Thang chau goi t6i bang chi né
hoc chi ¢6 ba thang da viét thu duogc.

Thang Tich don ca nhdn quang vao bac xe :

- Nhung chau bac hoc ai, va hoc thé nao nhi ?
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- Ay, 6ng anh t6i ndy, nay giay nd, giay ngdy duc
ngay cai 4y ma. Sau khi da biét mat chit roi thi xem mai
né v& ra. Bay gio thi no lai thoang hon 6ng anh t6i roi.
Cai chit quoc ngit hoc ngon dé, chit né ¢6 khé khian nhu
cai chir nho dau.

- Nhung hoc thé c¢6 ton khong nhi ?

- Tén gi. H01 ay toi chi thay no mua quyen sach nam
xu, va tap gidy mot hao. Ay thé 1a biét day thoi.

Théng Tich mung 10 ra mat :
- That thé ho bac ?

- Thi cha th¢, t61 noi doi dé lam gi ? Thé cau con
muon hoc a ?

Khéng hiéu sao, thang Tich bong thay cudng, va ciing
khong hiéu tai lam sao no lai n6i déi :

- Khong, toi hoi thé cho biét thoi chu.

Bac xe lai dit moi thudc khac. Thang Tich lai di cham
dom.

Rit mot hoi bat no, bac lai noi :
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- Khong keé biét cai chit qudc ngit ciing hay. Bay gio
cai gi nguoi ta cling khong dung cai chir nho nira, dung
thuan bang chir qubc ngit. Pon tir, van tu, van khé nhat
nhat déu 1a dung chit qudc ngir. Ké biét thi nhiéu cai
tién loi. Ui gia, thang bé chau toi 4y ma né doc truyén
ctr tron nhu chao chay. Cling c6 1am cai hay ddo dé. Ké
hoc duoc thi tot. Cai thé nhu t6i bay gio khong thé hoc
nita thi phai chiu dy thoi. Sung suéng gi bang cai biét
chir.

Thoi, thé 1a thang Tich thay da cho nd lam. N6 khong
can phai nghe nhiéu nita. N6 dtng phit day chay vé. Ra
t6i ngudng ctra thi nd vap phai thang Chich lac ay dang
dung day dé nghe trom.

N6 tam ngay lay :
- Tao v6i may phai di hoc chit quéc.

- U thi tao di. Sao may lai phai quic mat v4i tao nhu
thé. Nhung hoc thi tién dau mdi duge chu.

- Hoc chit qubc-ngit khong can nhiéu tién. Chi hai hao
sach vo giéy but 13 hoc dugc. Phai hoc dé xem truyén,
xem béo, chit t6i dén cir ndi nham nhu tao véi may thi
co ich gi dau.

- Nhung ai day chung minh méi duoc chir.
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- A, r61 khac c6 nguoi chir. Nhung may ¢6 muon hoc
khong da chu.

- May bit tao thi tao phai nghe may chtr.
Thang Tich cui sat vao tin mat thang Chich :

- Hoc thi ¢6 loi, thi sau nay kha, bac xe bac ay bao
thé.

Thang Chich da phung phiu :

- Kha hay khong kha, tao khong can. Mién 1a may
dung gian tao thi thoi.

Thang Tich bat 1én cudi :

- May thi luc nao ciing thé. Thé tao voi may cung di
hoc nghe khong ?

- U. Nhung bao gid méi duoc chi.

- Bao gio... tao tim dugc ngudi nao biét chir.
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I I ai vo chong ong ky may dén dang ngdi an com
phai kinh ngac khi thay ngudi nha dua thang
Tich va thang Chich vao.

Véi mot bao ché ¢ trén mot cai khay. Véi hai dong
bac nam trong cai khay ay.

Ong nhin bao che, nhin hai dong bac, nhin cai khay,
r01 nhin sudt tir dau dén chan chiung no :

- Chiing may muon gi ?

Cé hai cung vai, ro1 thang Tich tién I€én mot budce :

- Ching con mudn nhd 6ng day cho ching con chit
quoc ngt.

Ong ky cho 13 c6 mot sy 1am 14n gi day.

- Tao c6 phai 1a thay gido dau. Mubn hoc thi phai ra
truong chir.

- Bam 6ng, ban ngay ching con phai di lam, chi ¢6
thé hoc duoc t61 thoi. Ma nguoi ta bao cai chir qudc ngir
ail day cling duoc.

Nhitng 161 no61 cua né khién cho 6ng ky nodi long to
mo :
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- Thé chiing may lam gi ?

- Bam chuting con di danh giay a.

Ong ky mé to hai mat. Ma ba ky thi tim tim cuoi.
Ong ky nhin chiing né mat 14t lau :

- bi danh giay. Ma chung may muén di hoc.

- Bam vang. Nhiing luc t61 6ng nhan, 6ng lam on bao
chung con.

Ong ky gat gu

- Thé chung may & dau ?

- Bam chung con ¢ trén ngd trén.
- Thé ai bao ching may dén day ?

- Bam bac xe ¢ chung nha v61 con. Bac ay bao noi
xOm nay, ong la nguoi gioi chit hon ca.

Ong ky cudi to :

- Day chung may thi can gi phai nhiéu chit. Mién 1a
co chut thi gio.
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Va chi vo :

- Vo tao day ciing thira stc dé day chiing may.
Hai dtra la1 vai :

- Thé thi xin ba 1am on day chiing con.

La dan-ba, nén ba ky ngot ngao hon :

- Thé sao céc cau khong ra xin hoc ¢ truong ?
Ong ky nhin vo :

- Thi chiing n6 d khai rang ban ngay chiing n6 con
phai di danh giay, lai con cit hoi : Sao khong ra truong.

RO1 cam bao cheé :

- Khong, nhitng dra nay cling c6 chi day. T6i thi toi
ban, thoi mg chiu kho mai t61 bo ra mot gio day chung
n6 lam phtc vay.

- Nhung phai ¢6 sach v¢ thi méi giay duge chir ?
Thang Tich voi vang ndi ngay :

- Bam sach v& con da mua du ca r6i. Ong ba bang
long giay chung con thi chung con xin mang sang.
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- Thoi thé duoc roi. Hom nay cham roi. Mai ctr bay
gi0 thi sang day to61 bao nha t61 no giay.

Dit bao ché xudng khay :

- Thé & day véi ai ?

- Bam chiing con ¢ ddy mot minh chung con.

Ong ky chi vao hai dira :

- Chi c6 hai ching may ?

- Bam véng.

- Thé chung may 14 hai anh em ?

- Bam khong. Chiing con quen nhau cuing ¢ véi nhau.
- Toi, b6 me chiing may dau ?

- Bam bo me n6 chét ca r61. Con minh me con thi &
nha queé.

Ba ky bdng thay 1ong minh ngli ngui :
- To1 nghiép.
Ong ky tho dai mot tiéng roi cho cai khay :

- Thé ai bao ma ching may biét mang ché sang.
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- Bam bac xe, bac Ay bao chung con. Bac Ay bao phép
di hoc thi phai theé.

Ong ky cam bao che¢, 161 con tién :

- Théi, cac anh d3 chot mua bao ché roi thi t6i lay,
chtr xem cai cung cach ay thi dem vé ciing cha ai uong
n6 phi di. Va cac anh di c6 long thanh. Con nhu tién thi
t61 khong 1ay dau. Pé t6i bao nha toi nd giay cho cac
anh toi khi bict doc, bi€t vit va biét tinh. Nha tdi n6
khong ban gi. T6i co cac anh hoc thi cling vui nha. Thoi
cat tien di. T

hang Tich nhat dinh khong cam veé.
- Bam lay 6ng ba, xin 6ng ba lay cho.
Ong ky nghiém ngay sac mat :

- Néu céac anh khong cam tién vé thi t6i khong day
dau. Toi lay tién cua cac anh dé lam gi chur.

Thang Tich con ludng lu thi ba ky di 6n ton :

- Théi, cac anh ctr cam tién vé. Ai no 14y cia céc anh.
Thay cac anh nghe¢o ma c6 chi nhu thé thi téi thuong

day gitip. Va néu gidy but khong co thi toi s& cho. Thoi,
cam tién vé khong t61 gian bay gio day.
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Thang Tich biét vo chong ong ky that thuong minh
lién lai cam tién cat di.

RO1 cd hai dtra lai cung vai. Lan nay chung n6 vai dai
hon nhiing lan trudec.

Ba ky sai nguot nha lay ghé cho chung n6 ngoi, rot
nudc cho ching n6 uong.

Ca hai cting khong dam ng6i1, va cling khong dam
uong nudce. Ba ky phai ép mai ching né maéi vang theo.

Sau khi chung né uéng nudce ro1, ba ky méi ti t€ hoi
dén cai doi cua ching no.

Biét 6ng ba ky c6 bung thuong ngudi lai 1a 4n nhan
ctia minh, ching né déu noéi that hét khong giau diém
mot ti nao. Ba ky nghe xong ra nudc mat :

- Théi duge 161, thé ctr tdi cac anh sang day. Toi s&
c¢d day cac anh cho chong biét. Khong, cac anh co chi
di hoc nhu thé 1a phai. Co6 hoc thi sau nay méi hy vong
kha gia dugc, chir khong thi chi cun doi cu ly, cu leo
chang ra thé nao dau.
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Bac xe di don ching né & cong :
- Thé nao, 6ng ba ay co6 bang long khong.
Ca hai dta cung bi xtc dong mat d6 hoe :

- Ong ba 4y bang long day, nhung ong ba ay khong
bang long lay tién, chi lay c6 doc bao che thoi.

- O thé thi phtic ditc qua. May cho céc cau day. Toi da
biét la ong ba ay tr t€ ma.

Thang Tich cam mot dong dua cho bac xe :

- Thoi, 6ng ba dy di khong ldy thi bac c6 cong mach
gitp ching to1, bac lay mdt dong vay.

Bac xe day nay :

- Thé thi c6 hoa t6i 1a con vat. Ngudi ta con khong
no léy cua cac cau, huéng ho 14 t6i. Thoi cac cau cd hoc
cho biét, sau ndy tan t6i 1a t61 mumng roi. Toi bi cai phan
khong biét chit, chr biét dim ba chit ciing hay.

Thang Tich ving hoi

- Thé sao bac khong di hoc véi chiing t6i ludn mot
thé ?
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Bac xe tho dai :

- Mbi ngudi mot canh. Céc cau hoc duge, chir toi thi
con hoc 1am sao. T6i nhiéu tudi r6i, va c6 mudn ciing
khong thé duoc. Pay thi cac cAu xem cai canh t6i day.
Mot vo va ba dira con mon, lai lam cai nghé lao luc
nhu thé nay. T6i mot ngay phai kéo hai budi thi méi di.
Thi gio dau. Toi cling mudn hoc 1am chtr. Toi ciing biét
rang minh ngu thi thiét cht.

Thang Tich ngdm nghi mot lat :

- Hay thé nay, t6i hoc dugc chir ndo, t6i giay lai béc.
Neéu bac khong c¢6 tién thi to1 mua but giay biéu bac.

Bac xe nghen ngao :

- Cam on c4u. Nhung thoi, by gio rudt né rdi nhu to
v0, hoc khong biét c6 nhd duoc khong ?

- Nhé dugce chir. Toi nghe ngudi ta noéi qudc ngit hoc
de lam co ma. To1 nghe ngudi ta ndi cham thi chi mdt
thang thoi.

Bac xe chép mi¢ng :

- Panh hiéu thé. Nhung t6i bay gio thi con hong bay
nhay gi dugc nira ma bao hoc.
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- A, biét dau. Véi lai néu khong thi biét chit né ciing
thich.

R61 bang mot giong tin twong khién bac xe phai xiéu
long :

- U cac cau cir hoc di, dé roi toi xem. A ma nay, bay
gi0 di hoc ro1 thi dung c6 goi bang may tao nira. Tién
hoc 1€ hau hoc van, cac cau hiéu chua ?

% sk ok

Lan dau tién ching né goi nhau bang anh chung
ndé moéi nguong mom lam sao, Chang nhirng nguong,
ching n6 con thay then 1a khac.

Thi chung nd quen may tao trong bao nhiéu nim roi.
Thang Tich s¢ thang Chich dén nha 6ng ky co6 that tho
chang, nén tap cho n6 quen trudc :

- Nao, may thir goi tao bang anh di nao.
Thang Chich cudi rii :

- Anh, anh lanh Ay.

Thang Tich cau may :

- O, may, a anh tudng chuyén choi day a ?
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Thang Chich lai pha 1én cudi. Lan nay, thang Tich
gian that. No quat to :

- Nao thur goi di xem nao ?
Tiéng quat ay lam cho thang Chich so
- Thi anh.

- A, phai anh thé nao chtr, n61 mot cau dai dai di cho
n6 quen mi¢ng chi.

Thang Chich nghi mii ma khong ra cau :
- Nhung biét néi thé nao chir ?

- Thi ctr n61 nhu thuong, dang nhé may va tao thi thay
bang anh va t6i. Noi cho n6 quen di chir khong dén day
may tao thi v& lo ¢6 co day. Nguoi ta cho 1a d6 mat
giay, nguoi ta khong giay nira dau.

Thang Tich ¢6 mai :

- Thi... anh gi 4 anh... & thdi tao chju thoi, néi thé nao
ay. May dung bat tao goi thé nira.

- O kia, thé 14 cai nghia 1y gi ?
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Do mot su c6 gang khong ngimg, chi trong mdt thang
la théng Tich doc duoc va viét duge. Ma mot thang sau
thi n6 da lam dwoc luan va tinh d6. N6 vuot trén théng
Chich nhiéu qua. Ong ba ky thdy n6 ngoan ngodn va
thong minh nhu thé, nhan chua con, mot hém bao no :

- Néu cau bang 1ong cho vo chong toi nudi cdu lam
con nuoi thi to1 s€ cho cau di an di hoc tir t€, khong phai
di danh giay nita cho n6 kho s& cai than.

Vo chong 6ng ky héi né trong khi c6 ca thang Chich
¢ day. Thang Chich s¢g mat no, ngdi ctr dun lén.

Théng Tich cam théy su lo so cua no, chéng luong lu
mot giay :

- Cam on 6ng ba co long thuong con, 6ng ba giay con
thé nay cling l1a nhi€u r61, con dau dam thé nira.

- Khong, t61 ndi that déy ma. Lam con nudi to1, toi
cho an hoc sau kha gia, chang hon lam cai nghé danh

giay nay bi€t bao gio moc miii sui tdm Ién duogc.

- Vang, con hi€u thé, con hiéu tam long 6ng ba thuong
con, nhung con... khong mudn lam con nuoi ai ca.

N6 no6i xong bi€t minh 16 161, nhung con biét lam sao
dugc nira. Y nhu rang 6ng ba ky gian tim mat lai, ong
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ky khong noi gi, nhung ba ky 1a dan ba lai bi pham vao
tu ai thi khong thé khong néi duogc :

- Phai, di danh giay nhu thé nay thi suéng hon.

N6 biét vi cau ndi ciia nd, nd da khién cho an nhan tré
thanh ké th, nhung nhin dén vé mat hon hé cua thang
Chich, né lai thdy an-ui dugc ngay : Thang Chich can
n6 hon 13 nd can dng ba ky.

V4 n6 muon song mot cudc doi tu 1ap, khong can
phai bam viu vao ai.

O nha 6ng k¥ ra, thang Chich nam ngay lay tay no :

- T6i biét anh thuwong t6i, nhung dng ky ba ky thi gian
anh r0i ddy. Va c6 1& chi nay mai 1a kiém truyén khong
day ching minh nita day thoi. Nhung thoéi mic gioi.
T6i phai noi that chi. Long toi nghi thé nao, toi ¢t néi
thang ra ch.

Théng Chich nghen ngao :

- Hay anh clr mic t6i, anh bang long 1am con nuoi
ong ba 4y di. Nay mai, anh kh4 gia, anh cho t6i nho,
chang hon rang cung kho ca hai dra u ? Trudc kia, toi
song mot minh khong c6 anh, ciing c6 sao dau.
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- Trudce kia khac, bay gio gioi da dun dui cho ching
minh gip nhau khac. Nhu thé nay sao goi 1a kho duoc.
b1 lam con nuo6i, con dlra ngudi ta mai la kho chi. Thoi,
t61 khong muén anh néi dén chuyén nay nira. Néu co
phai 6ng ba iy khong rong luong ma gian toi thi toi
cling cam tam va&i gioi.

Bay gio da c6 it chir, nd no6i da c¢o van vé, chir khong
tho kich nhu trudc nira. Tuy ngoai mi¢ng nod noi the,
nhung long no6 thi budn ruoi rugi. Khong phai budn
v€ cho no da dé 16 mot co hdi ¢o thé dua nd dén sung
suong, nhung n6 buon vé cho da lam cho nhitng nguoi
c6 on voi no phai buon, mac dau khong phai 1a 161 ¢ no.

Vi thé cho nén n6 khéc. Thang Chich thay nd khoc
cuong cuong :

- Hay la...

Tich xua tay gat :

- Thoéi anh dung no1 gi nira. Téi1 khong c6 héi dau.
T61 budn thi t61 khoc day théi. Nhung thoi, té1 da nin
101 day nay.

Ma n6 nin that. N6 dung nghi lyuc manh mé€ chen
ngay lay cai nguon nudc mat, khong cho chay xuong
nua.
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V¢ t61 nha, bac xe thay cai vé mdt dau dau cua chiing
no, hdi ngay :

- Céc cau c6 viee gi the ?

Sy dau budn day chira & trong long né khién né khong
thé khong noi ra.

Sau khi n6 ké xong, bac xe vo dui den dét :

- Sao cdu dai thé. Bang long lam con nu6i nguoi ta,
nguoi ta cho an hoc, c6 phai sau nay tré nén ong no ba
kia khong ?

No thé dai :
- Bac ma ciling nghi thé u ?
- Chtr t6i cha nghi thé con nghi thé nao. Mot cai co

hoi tot nhu thé ma cau bo 1§. Ctr deo dang cai danh gidy
nay thi man kiép, cling chang m¢ mat mo may duoc.

- Rdi dan dan t6i 1am nghé khac chi.

- Nghé gi ciing chang bang nghé di hoc. Hoc kha thi
c6 thé lam quan co. Cau khong nghi dén cai diéu d6
hay sao ma cau lai tir ch6i. Cau dai, dai qua di mat thoi.
Hay lai n6i lai v6i 6ng ba y rang cau bang 1ong di. Cau
thong minh nhu thé nay ma khong dugc di hoc cho dén
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dau dén diia thi uong qua. Cau c6 nghi thé hay khong ?

- T6i ciling c6 nghi. Nhung néu toi nhan 15i thi toi
phai xa thang Chich. Ma thang Chich phai xa t61 thi n6
budn, n6 kho, khong ai diu dat d& cho no.

Bac xe vo dui den dét :

- Thang Chich ! Thang Chich thi mic thdy thang
Chich. Minh hiy phai nghi dén cai than minh vé mai
sau da. Thé trude thang Chich nd khong c6 cau thi nd
da lam sao chua ?

Chich ta nghe n6i dén day oa lén khoc roi U té chay
v€ nha. Thang Tich nam khong kip.

No nhin bac xe mot cach trach moc :

- Pay bac xem cai tinh hinh day. Vi da nhu the, bac
con noi lam gi dé cho n6 kho sé dau don mot cach vo
ich.

- A t61 ctr ndi trang ra cht, t61 s¢ ai. Trudc kia no
khong c6 cau thi n6 ctr van song nhu thuong.

- PBanh thé, nhung n6 song kho, song s, song nhuc,
song nha. Co6 to1 thi do1 n6 méi swong sudng mot ti.
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- Nhung thé nay thi da kho cai than cdu ca mot doi.
Toi1 tudng cau thong-minh nhu thé, cau phai biét lo cai
than cau chtr. Cau muodn kho thi tuy cau.

- T6i kho t6i chiu dugc. Va c6 nd bén canh thi toi
khong thay kho nira.

- A néu cau noi the thi t61 chiu. Nhung ma xem, ong
ba ay gian, roi1 thi kiém truyén khong day cau nira dau.

- Diéu d6 thi toi da biét.

Thang Tich vé nha thi thay thang Chich dang guc dau
vao vach khoc ntrc no.

N6 quang tay ra sau lung thang Chich :

- 0, sao anh lai 1am cho t6i phai buon. Toi thé toi
khong ti€c cai dia vi con nuoi do mot ti nao. Ma to1 s€
rat tiec n€u to1 phai xa anh. To6i xua nay khong thé bao
gi0, gio to1 the thi chac anh phai tin chi.

Thang Chich 6m choang lay né :

- Thoi théi may khong phai thé nita. Nhung sao may
lai thuong tao thé ho Tich.

Tiéng xung hd cuia budi hai dra cung ba hoa lam cho
thang Tich nao nao :
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- T6i ciing khong biét. Nhung toi thdy xa anh thi toi
kho 1am, du lam nén gi, t61 cling khong thay sudng.

- Nhung ma, anh trugt lam quan.

- Chac dau. Ma lam quan thi ciing dén ngay hai bira
nhu thé nay. Cr chung ta c6 nhau 12 t6i vui r6i.

- Nhung ma 6ng ba ay gian sé khong day anh nita, ma
anh hoc dang tan toi.

- Thi di hoc cho khac. Ma cling chang can phai di hoc
cho khac. Bay gio td1 da biét doc roi, ¢o tién toi cir mua
sach t61 xem thi tu khac no vo ra.

- Thé thi anh... gi cho t6i nhiéu qua.

Y thang Chich mudn néi chit hi sinh nhung né khong
biét chit ay. Tuy thé nhung thang Tich cling hiéu :

- Khong phai dau. Toi thay ¢ gan anh toi thich thi toi
khong thé bo anh ma di v6i nguoi khac duge. Thoi nay,
néu that c6 phai anh thuong toi thi anh nin di. T6i thay
anh khoc va budn 1a toi kho nhat day.

Y nhu 161 bac xe phdng doan, 6ng ba ky lanh nhat voi
ching no, r61 mgt hom lay cé rang ban viéc khong day
ching no nira.
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Hai dtra I0i 10i ra vé. Thang Chich khoc ma thang
Tich cling khoc.

N6 budn, nhung né khong tiéc va cling khong van.
Thang Chich luén ludn vo dau but tai :

- That 14 t6i 1am hai anh, t6i lam hai anh. Néu khong
cO to1 thi ¢ phai bay gio anh da sung sudng ro1 khong ?

- T61 khong sung sudng dau. Vi khong bao gio toi
thich l1am con nu6i1, con nang ai ca. Khong ¢6 anh thi toi
cling tur ch61 ma thai.

Thang Chich van ct rén 1i :

- T6i 1am hai anh nhu thé ndy thi t6i chét quach di cho
ranh. Con t61 thi anh con 101 théi. Anh con phai cham
nom to1 dé€ kho cho anh.

Thang Tich ran giong :

- T6i dd noéi nhu thé ma anh con khong nghe toi thi
that chinh 1a anh lam cho t61 budn day. Chir khong c6 ai
lam cho t61 budn ca.

Vato giong :

- Anh ¢6 nin d1 khong nao.
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- T6i nin r6i, nhung anh boé do hoc hanh nhu thé nay
thi lam thé nao ?

- A, t6i khong lo. Toi da biét doc, biét viét va biét tinh
roi. C6 lo 13 1o cho anh chua biét gi may. T gio, toi day
anh, anh phai nghe. Néu anh hoc gioi thi toi vui lam.
T6i chang tiéc mot ti gi ca. Toi thé co gidi dat nhu thé.

- That khong ?

- O thi t6i ¢6 thé bao gid.

- O, néu thé thi t6i s& cb hoc, chi mot thang nira 1a toi
cling bict doc, bi€t viét va bi€t tinh nhu anh tho6i. That
anh thich & véi toi chr ?

- That day ! Toi chi thay ¢ véi anh 1a toi vui théi, con
to1 chang thich & véi ai ca.

- Toi cling thé day.

- Thé thi chiing minh s& suét doi ¢ v6i nhau. khong
bao gio xa nhau.
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hing nd gioc tat ca nhitng tai tién ra. Bac giay,
bac hao, xu tung toe & trén chicu.

Ching né dém. Pugc tat ca ba muoi mbt dong bay
XU,

- A, 131 gan hai muoi dong. Cai nghé ban bao nay 1oi
hon cai ngh€ danh giay nhi¢u lam.

- Ay con la chua ké chung minh mua dugc moi dia
hai bo quan éo.

- Va con chua ké chung minh xem khong duoc bao
nhiéu tha.

Thang Tich ldy mudi dong dua cho thang Chich :

- Thoi, anh cat k¥ di cai s tién nay, con hon hai muoi
dong nay lam von thura thai chan.

Thang Chich cam muoi to gidy méi tinh ngam-nghia
mot luc, r61 nd vung noi :

- A, anh nay, hay ta dem mon tién nay vé cho u anh.
Roi anh nén vé tham u anh nhéan thé. U anh nhé anh
lam. Hom tét khoc ma t6i thay budt ca rudt. U anh chac
1a nghéo lam. C4c em anh hoi tét dira nao 4o ciing ti ra,
nhung t6i khéng dam néi s¢ anh budn.
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Thang Tich tan ngan nhin vé di vang :

- Nhung tién nay 13 ca cta anh nita, chr ¢6 phai cta
riéng minh to1 dau.

Thang Chich dap dau minh vao tuong danh «bop» :

- Tr gid, anh con no6i thé nita thi toi can ludi t6i chét
that day.

- U thi thoi. Nhung t6i so toi vé thi u toi gii.

Thang Chich bat tay phac mot ctr chi 1én gioi :

- Bay gio thi c6 gioi ciing khong thé giir duoc anh.
Ma thién-161 cling khong thé danh dugc. To1 tin rang
anh no1 phai trai thi u anh nghe ra ngay. U anh hom
tét gdy 1am anh nén v€ tham u anh mot ti cho u anh do

budn. Tir nay thi chung minh nén dé ra vai dong dé giap
u anh. Anh ¢6 nhé u anh khong ?

Thang Tich khoc 1én rung ric :

- Sao to61 khong nhé. Nhung chua kha thi t61 khong
muon ve, so u to1 trong thay thi u toéi budn.

- A, by gio thi anh kha 1am roi cht. Thi ndy nhé, luc
anh di chi c6 ba xu, bay gio trd vé anh c¢6 bac chuc. Anh
di tran nhu con rong, ma bay gio, anh lai quan lanh do
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tdt han hoi. Anh lai biét chir, biét viét, biét doc. Anh lai
co to1. Kha thé, chtr con kha thé nao nira.

- U thé thi chiing ta vé.
Thang Chich mta 1én :
- U c6 thé chu.

R61 n6 lai mé cai hom go con lay bd 4o chuc bau moi
nguyeén :

- Chung ta phai dn mic rat bop cho cac cu «lac mat»
chtt, 4 anh nhé 1ay cai guong chai dau tir té nhé. Phiét
«ang tin» vao. A, thoi, dé toi chai cho anh. A, ching
minh di gudc chir. Quan vién di dat thi du thé ndo cac
cu van coi thuong. Chir da di gudc thi thoi, cac cu phai
bep ngay.

Sau khi chung né an mic xong roi thang Chich ngdm
mai thang Tich :

- Ui cha, anh 4n mic thé nay duong anh trong thay 1a
ctr phuc lin, chir con dam nghi gi dén su hach hoi anh
nita. Va t6i dam chac thay anh 1am an kha gia thi han ta
khong dam danh dap u anh nita. A ma nay, nhé cho hin
ta déng bac, béo biéu hin ta dé hin ta uéng ruou. Han
ta biét anh «dich» thi goi la ¢t chié u anh bang vong.
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Khi hai dua ra toi dudng, thang Chich lai néi :

- A, chiing ta phai mua cai qua gi cho ba hang mia
chtr. Cau chuyén anh ké cho t6i nghe tir hoi 4y ma dén
bay gid toi van con thdy nao nao 1am sao 4y. Nghéo nhu
thé ma cho chung minh dugc ba xu méi tir té chu.

- Tbi biét. Chinh vi nghi dén ba ta ma t6i biét tir te
v6i anh va vi moi nguoi. Cai on ay khong bao gid toi
quén dugc.

- A, thé a. Thé thi chinh t6i day ciling phai ham an ba
ta. TOi s& dén tan nha ba ta, tdi cho cac con ba mdi dira
mot hao.

- T6i ciing s& cho moi dra mot hao.
Ling 1& di mot lat, thang Chich lai noi :

- Nay anh a. Chi ra ngudi nghéo mdi biét thuong
nhau. Va chi nhitng ké kho mai1 biét dum boc lay nhau.

- Thi hén the.

- Bay gio t61 ctir nghi gia to61 khong gap anh thi c6 1€
to1 chét doi hay chét rét & dau roi. Ngay nay toi dugc
thé nay, that la t61 nho anh.
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- Sao anh lai no6i thé, chung minh nhd 14n nhau day
thoi.

Thang Chich dtng phat ngay lai :

- Khong ,anh phai nhan cho t6i rang t6i nho anh thi
to1 ma1 ha, chtr khong thi to1 khong chiu di nira dau. Tai
lam sao cai su thuc n6 ranh ranh ra thé ma anh lai ctr

khong chiu nhan. Tai lam sao, anh ctr khinh t61 va coi
to1 la tré con mai nhu thé.

Thang Tich tim tim cuoi :
- Bay gio chung minh da nhén voi ai.

Miéng néi, tay né kéo thang Chich di. Thang Chich
gilr no lai :

- Tré con ngudi nhon, khong can noéi voi, nhung anh
cO nhan cai su that ay thi t61 mdi1 di. Khong t61 ngoi1
ngay xuong day nay.

- Céi sy that gi ?

- Céai sy that 1a t61 nho anh, chir anh khong nho to1.




285 | Hai Dira Bé Mo Coi

Thang Tich bung vao tai thang Chich :

- U thi t6i nhan. Nhung nhén thi chiing minh ciing thé
ma chang nhan thi cling van the.

- A, thé nhung t6i dugc ha céi tam 1ong chir. Va c¢o
thé thi madi that 1a anh em chtr.




