Hai Chi Em Bén C&i Nguoi Ta

Troi dat u dot nhin mua vao mua. Thing Dién kiém duge may cdy 6 méi nho, nd ru toi trong. Chung t6i dam
mua, lay miii dao dao thanh may 16 con con, ro1 dap dat ém goc lai. Cai cam giadc ma cha t61 da tir bé 1a yéu
thuong, che chd cho mdt sinh linh (yéu 6t, nho bé) nao do6 that ngot ngao.

Dién biéu toi chit sdy cam quanh so' may con vit an trui 14, véi lai, b dat nay rat nhiéu nguoi qua lai, khong
khéo 14 bi dam bep. Hai dua ‘ng6i nhin cong trinh cua minh, bdng budn, khong biét mai nay con c6 dip quay
lai coi tui cAy nay 16n 1én, dé tréo 1én hai trdi, dé gidng cai vong, nga mot gidc da doi.

Chi em chiing t6i ndy ra ndi thém mudn, khao khat dwgc trong cy tir khi roi Bau Sen, vi biét chang bao gio
quay lai song - binh - thuong. Duong nhu ching t61 nhé, nhd cdn cao. N6i nhé duge chay choi trén cai
vudng san moc diy vu sita dat, duoc tw minh trong ciy gi d6, co trai, va trai an dwoc, an rat ngon. Nhung cai
mo udc nhé nhoi 1a nhin nd 16n 18n ciing mong manh, khi ma dén chua nong chd da phai doi di noi khac.
May 14 1an nay chung t6i & Co Ua kha 1au, cham chut bay vit (méi gdy lai) “tron 16ng bung”. Thang Pién
mot bira ra coi cdy bén ré, nd bdng chép miéng: “Uéc gi ddy 1a dit - cia - minh...”.

Toi cudi, diéu do6 that xa x6i. C6 lan, di qua x6m, trong mot budi chiéu, ching toi gip nhitng 6ng gia ngdi
choi véi chau, thang Dién dimg tan ngan bén hang rao dam but, bao: “Phai chi 6ng nay 1a 6ng noi minh,
thuong dd chot, hen Hai?”. Nghe cau do t61 bong thay minh ngheo roi nghéo rot, nghéo dén ndi khong c0..
ong ndi dé thuong, thém mudn bén duong. To1 lac dau, bao thoi, thi du nhu minh 1& mén nguoi ta, mai mot
doi di, budn dir 1im. Ma, di ngdm, dd xé 10ng toang hoang vé6i ndi dau chia cit rdi, chua so sao?

Séng doi muc dong, chung toi budc minh dung yéu thuong, quyén luyén bat ctr ai, dé khoi ngdm ngui, dé
long ding dung khi cudn 18u, nhd sao di sang canh dong khac, dong kinh khac. Chung t61 v6 dinh hon bét cir
ngudi nudi vit chay dong nao. Vi nhitng cudc tinh cia cha toi, ngdy cang ngin ngui.

Cha 61 da 6 - vé - binh - thuong, hay noi cudi, ho hoi trong nhimg lac ¢6 ngudi (chir “nguoi” nay khong
tinh hai chi em t61). Nhiéu lac toi khong gidu dugc thang thét, cir nghi minh dé gap lai cha - cua - ngay - xua.
Nhiéu lac toi ngdi trong nguoi trong xom di tham lua ghé qua choi, luc a ay, cha sé& kéu: “Nuong a, nuéng miy
con cé kho, cha lai rai véi may bac...”. Em t0i cling suéng ran xach chai ra tiém mua rugu, n6 khoai chi nghe
cha goi: “Bidn oi! Pién...”. Vui dugc chut d6 thoi, khi khuat bong nguoi, chi em t6i dang dot nhin cha hao
hao ngudi dong tudng vira trat 16p. Xanh xao, lanh 180 dén ngo ngac va co don...

D61 khi t61 nhé nguoi dan ba ¢ Bau Sen, nho bong nguoi xap xai, ngo ngac chay theo chiéc ghe sang ay.
Chic chi da quay lai, don dira con  gai vé, moc quan 4o tré vo ti. C6 hé gi, rdi chi s& yéu mot ngudi khac,
nhung mai méi, chi khong quén ndi é ché bj bo lai bén dudng (bang chimg 12 ba cha con ching t6i co quén
dugc dau). V6i nhitng ngudi dan ba sau nay, cha t6i tinh toan rat vira vin, sao cho vira du yéu, vira du dau,
vira du b& bang, va bo roi ho dung lac. C6 nguoi vira ban xong cai quan nho cua minh. C6 nguoi vira ndi
xong nhiing 161 dit tinh véi chdng, con. Co nguoi vira phil phang chia xong gia san, c6 ¢0 gai sap vé nha
chdng, cui to cui nho chat thanh gian ngoai chai... Hét thay déu cun cut tin va yéu. Cha mang ho di mot
quing dudng vira dit dé ngudi ¢ lai nhin rd chan dung cta sy phan bodi, sau d6 ngudi dan ba bi hit 1én bo.
Con dudng quay vé bi bit kin...

sksksk
...Cha day ching toi trugt dai vao ndi thiéu thén trién mién. Mdi 1an roi khoi mot noi nao do, that kho dé

phan biét, chiing t6i bo di hay chay trén. Chiing t6i danh mét cai quyén duoc dua tién, duoc xao xuyén nhin
nhitng cai vay tay, dugc nhén vai mén qua qué nhu budng chudi va huong hay bé rau ngoét cat trong vuon,
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cung 11 dan do quyén luyén: “Di manh gioi nghen...”.

Chi em t6i hét strc cd gang dé su gian dit, chan chuong ctia minh khong bung chay. Chung tdi cho vit an thét
xa trén dong, va vat ¢ do tr sang tdi chidu. Gi6 hoang liéu trén dong khong 1am 1ong hai dira ngudi lai. May
ra, gi6 chi thdi khoé nudc mét lac nao cling ri i trén mét em toi.

T6i khong con mudn chita mit cho Pién. Bai Dién khoc sudt (gidng hét toi), dii vé mit n6 rat binh than (t6i
cling vay, khac 1a nudc mat to61 kho roc trong long). Hai dira t61 déu ky di, dén mirc nhiéu khi ty giat minh.

C6 lan, hai ching t6i ngdi trén mot bo dat, xung quanh day nhimg nguoi tho git dang an com. Néng giita
trura nong rat. Toi noi, chd khac co nang dit dan vay khong ha. Thiang Dién noéi, mui ca kho quet thom d& so.
U, t6i gat dau, nhung cai mui nghéo qua. Vay mui gi giau, thang Dién hoi vin lai. Toi cudi, thit kho tau. RS
rang hai dura t6i c6 cai qua cai lai, vdy ma sau d6 mot nguoi thg gat to vé ngac nhién: “Hai dira bay ngéi chu
u ca budi troi, khong néi cau nao, vay ma cling chiu ndi sao?”.

Thang Dién cudi: “Ua, tyi minh hong noi tiéng ngudi!?”. T61 nhén ra n6 khong hé may moi, toi doc duoc
nhimg y nghi trong Dién. O @0, dang co bio toi boi, gié quat dién cudng vao trai tim nho chi chit vét dau.
Thang Pién ndi loan.

Dau hiéu bit dau tir mot bira trong x6m d¢, tinh c6 ngo6 doi cho nhay nhau, thy céac ch1 dang phoi lua kéu 6
r¢ 1én, t61 ru Pién gia do nham mat. Thang Pién phi cudi, nd kéu 16n: “Hali, coi ne.. > 16i cam doan ciy xong
dén quat do6i cho t6i tap. Hai con ché kéu la thdng thiét, hoang loan, xa quan trong dam bui dat. Pau dén
cung cuc, chung ruc vao chan déng rom, nhung khéng chiu roi nhau. Con duc phuc dau sat dat, rén ri, nudc
dai chay rong. Khong chay ha. Bép. Khong chay né. Bop. Thiang Dién gao 1én. Cay trac giap nat. Toi giir tay
Dién lai bao: “Ac véi tui né chi vay, cung”, théy nude mit bé bét trén mat em toi.

Ngay tur luc ay, t6i d@ muon chay vé va ndi véi cha: “Thang Dién bi sao 161, cha oi...”. To6i s, hoang loan khi
phai chirng kién m¢t minh.

Thang Dién biét 1a t6i dd nhin - thay - cai - gi - 6, n6 chua chat cai dau.

Pién chéi b6 niém vui dugc tré thanh mot nguoi dan 6ng thue thu. N6 tu kim hdm ban nang troi diy manh
mé & tudi day thi bang tat ca su miét thi, gian di, cam thu. N6 phan khang bang cach trut sach nhiing gi cha
t6i co, cha toi 1am. Gidy giua dén ra roi, nhiéu bira, n6 ddm minh duéi ao den khi nguoi tai nhot. No chay
nhu dién trong dém, trén nhing bd rudng mudt cé dén khi méi nhir, guc xuéng. R6i ndm xodi trén dong, ta
toi.

Dién 16 tudi, n6 c6 thé man nguyén nim bén 61, dai tai dé mic t6i man mé. Pién da lanh ngit. N6 dung
dung nhin nhitng dtra con gai 1am co lta, quin xin cao, dii non mén. Déi lac bit gip nhitng doi ngudi quan
nhau gilta cac choi ruong hay lum cay, no khinh khinh cuoi khao. N6 diém nhién noi cai giong hoi run ray
nhung rit mong va diu dang: “Hai, thoi di. Em dau c6 sao, budn 1am chi...”.

T61 cuoi, noi 6. Nhung mudn nghi budn ciing khéng don gian. Phai rat lau, t61 moi nhin Dién mot cach binh
thuong, t6i cd quén chuyén cua no, tuéng tugng bay gié' né moi chin muoi tudi gi d6 (cai hoi hai dira nhu
ciy kiéng coi, thang dudt nhu nhau, thang Pién hay bt chudc dai ngdi).

Va ti chot nghi, sy bat thuong ciia Pién chang qua nam trong chudi rat dai cua su trimg phat. Piéu doly
giai cho viéc thién nhién ngay cang tré nén hung dir hon, khac nghiét hon. Bang nhing sdm chép, gam g,
dudng nhu troi dat da nin nhin nhiéu, cuong nd bat dau r01 day. Co lan, toi 14y cao su goi lai mg mung chiéu,
nhin mua the cai ludi w6t nhio nhét vao 18u, khoai tra ném ting tic dét, toi tu hoi, khong biét chd khac (chd
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khong c6 ching t61) c6 mua nhiéu nhu vay khong. Y nghi d6 xuat hién trién mién trong dau t6i, rang trdi chi
trat mua, trat nang ¢ noi ching to1 dung chén lai. Nbi bé bang ctia nhitng ngudi dan ba bi cha t61 bo roi (va
cong thém niém dau v& cta nhitng ngudi quay quanh ho) di thdu qua nhiing ting may.

Chi em t61 hoc cach yéu thuong dan vit (hi vong s€ khong bi dau nhu yéu thuong mot con ngudi nao do).
Nhung nhleu khi nhin thang Dlen dong tai coi may con vit noi cai gi, to1 giat minh, nubt mot hong ding, tu

hoi da dén nbi nay sao, dén ndi choi voi ngudi thdy budn, nén chuyen qua choi cung vit. Dém nao cling vay,
cling rén rén, tir ton, hai chi em thip mot ngon dén gitra chudng, dé luc bon toi ra, chiing nhin, biét khong
phai ngudi la, khong xao dong. Vira nho nhé 14y trimg, t6i vira hat mot bai hat bang quo, d6i chd vi ha giong
thap ma hut hoi. By vit nhay cam khung khiép, sau nay, t6i c¢d stra lai nhimg chd hut hoi 4y, ching nhan ra
ngay, va nhin toi voi vé ngo vuc, “Usa, phai con nguoi hom trude khong ta?”. Mot con vit dui khit miii, cuoi:
“N6 ché ai, giong c¢6 khac, nhung 13 rang 14 tiéng trai tim n6. Quen 1am. Chap chon, thut thit, dong dua nhu
sap rung...”. “Co6 nd hon dé, cha ndi?”. “Sao khong, miy nguoi thir dui di rdi biét”. Bat giac, t6i nham mat dé
nghe lai tiéng tim minh.Gi6 chudng tré ngon, trén nhimg canh déng 1 & tin budn. Chung t6i nghe dugc mot
cum tur la, dich cum gia cﬁm Nhitng ngudi nudi vit chay dong cudi khao: “Chéc, mAy con vit chét gi6, miy
ong nha nudce noi cho qua...”. Hom chinh quyén thong béo tiéu huy tat ca cac bay dan, ho ximg ving kéu lén:
“Troi troi, bd hét chuyén gidn sao, may cha?”.

Chang ai gion ca. Nguoi ta don tat ca vit trén canh dong lai va dao hé chon.

Pam nudi vit chay dong tum lai & mot chd, cui mit vao lung nhau. Ho x6t cua, tiéc tién, ho cam nhan dugc
su ki€t qué, doi nghéo dang vay bua. Lan rii ro ndy (cua cai nghé 1am rui ro) that khoc ligt.

Cha t6i ngdi riéng biét & mot bo dat va ddt thude ngo trdi, didu b hoi ding dung. Vi ndi dau sdu hoam sin
trong 1ong, thi nhitng bién c6 khac chang qua nhu mot vét xudc nho ngoai da, nham nho gi.

Hinh anh do, nét mat do lam cho t6i tuy¢t vong. Ma, luc do, toi dang chét diéng, sao t6i lai nhin vé phia cha?
Vi t6i mudn cau ctru (nhu nhimng dira tré con gap chuyén giat minh, hay budt miéng goi mé oi hodc cha oi!)?
Vi toi thiy minh khong thé chiu dung dugc tiéng gao khoc thé thiét ciia nhitng con vit bi vai sdu dudi long
dat?

Mat ntra ngdy nhitng cai hd méi duoc 1ap dat day Xuyén qua nhiing 16p dat bay nhay, t6i nghe vit - cua - toi
van con thoi thop, chiing dau don vi nhiing cai ¢6 gdy, roi quat queo, ching hoi nhau vi sao tui - nguoi - ta lai
ac. Roi thinh lang. Trong cai im ang dén ron ngudi, t6i nhan ra tiéng ciia con vit mu, c6 18 vi khong so t6i,
nén su sdng kéo dai.

R01 anh sang nhap nhoang cubi ngay loang 16 d6 xudng, t6i va Dién khéc hirc, cam nhéan dugc ci tho huot
ngan dan ngan dan ciia con vit sau ciing. Va nin bat. Va tan hét. Chi con gié cudi ting trang dai... Toi tiéc
thoi 1a tiéc sinh linh nhé bé da thiu dugc tim minh.

Sang sau, nguoi ta tim dugc mot nguoi chan vit nam sat - mep hé, mét chong chong ng6 tro1 khong chop,
mi¢ng sui ra thir bot, trong vét nhu bot cua nhung hoi ndng nic. Chai thudc trir su lan 16¢ canh d6 da can t6i

giot cudi cung. Song thi kho chir chét sao ma dé.

T6i ding nhin, ti€c ré, Ga, cai nguodi nam song soai kia, sao khong phai la chung t6i? Sy bao tng duong nhu
dang & rat gan.

Su béo tmg dang ti. Ndi dau dén tan cung ciing chi con cich mot vai ngd ba song. Va cau chuyén ngay mai
c6 thé 1am ban run ray, thuong mot phan dan ba, thuong mét phén dan ong...
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