GIUA NGUA VA NGUOT (luoc trich)

T thud khai thién 1&p dia, loai ngudi d3 biét sén ban thd vat séng ndi hoang da dé Iam thuc phdm. Dan dan, m¢
s6 thu vat tudng d6i dé day dudc loadi ngudi bat vé dé nudi 1am gia stc. Cac dady khoang may chuc ngan ndm, nc
va ché 1a cac loai thd vat dau tién dugc "gia sic hda" vi céng dung cla ching trong viéc san bat cac thi vat kha
Khi loai ngudi tré thanh van minh haon, biét trong trot, cdy cdy, ngua lai cang hitu dung khi dudc dung dé lam
phuong tién di chuyén, kéo cay, kéo xe hodc chuyén chd nhitng vat dung ndng. Sau nay, ngua con dugc dung
nhiéu han trong chién trédn. Mot diém kha ly thi 1a qua cac di tich con dé€ lai, gidy cdt ham ngua dudc phat minh
trudc yén ngua. Diéu nay chling té ngua dudgc dung trong cac cdng viéc nang trudc khi dé cudi.

Ngudi La M3 la gi6ng dan dau tién dung ngua dé chuyén van hang hda. Sau dd, nhiéu loai xe do ngua kéo xuét
hién, nhung chi dudc dung trong cac doan dudng ngdn. Thoat dau, khi truc badnh xe chua dudgc phat minh, cac x
ngua déu dung cang lét trén mat dudng, tudng tu nhu xe trugt tuyét do cho hay ngua kéo ngay nay. Bén Anh,
giéng ngua "Chapman" rat théng dung dé thd kéo hang hdéa trong viéc buén ban, vi vy, danh tir "chapman" cé
nghia la "lai buén" con dugc dung cho tdi bay giG. Hién nay, ngay tai quéc gia c6 nén van minh cg khi ti€n bd nh
trén thé& gidi la Hoa Ky, ngua van con dugc dung dé chuyén chd hang hda vat dung ndi cdc néng trai thudc vung
rirng nui nhu Rocky Mountain. Tai cac vung thi€u dudng xa hodc khi hau khac nghiét nhu cao nguyén Nam My h
Hy M3 Lap Sdn, cé thé ndi loai ngua chan ngdn 1a phudng tién chuyén chd duy nhat, nhu chidng ta van thudng tt
hinh anh cac doan ngua thé chg vat dung va luong thuc cho nhitng doan tham hiém leo nui.

Trong nganh ndng nghiép, bén Au Chau, ngua dudgc dung dé kéo cay, chuyén chd hat giéng ra rudng cling nhu ¢
néng phadm v& nha sau mua gt hdi. Sau d6, cac san phadm trao d8i, mua ban tai thi trudng cling do ngua dua t¢
Khi ham thiéc, cudng va mdng sit dudc phat minh, ngua lai cang hitu dung khi dugc dung dé kéo xe hay cudi. T
lic lodi ngudi tién bd hon, biét xé nhitng kinh dao, ngua lai dudc dung dé kéo thuyén bé.

Khi ché& dd bd lac, s6ng riéng ré& trong mdt dia hat nho bé vi nhu ciu phat trién dan dan bj xda bd dé thanh lap
nhirng quéc gia rong I6n han va cac phuong tién truyén théng tan ti€n chua dugc phat minh, ngua dudc dung hé
nhu déc quyén trong lanh vuc thong tin lién lac. Ngay tu thdi Alexander Dai D€ tai vung Macedonian, tdi cac trié
dai La, Hy, sang cac nerc A Chau v.v..., ngua d3 dugc dung dé chuyén cong van, thu tlr. Trong lich st cling nhu
cac chuyen ndi tiéng Au A, ching ta thay khéng thi€u hinh bong cac chang ky si ngay dém phi ngua bdo tin hoa
chuyén céng vén hoa téc. Cho tdi thé ky thd 19, tai Hoa Ky van con cong ty terdng mé&i ndi tiéng Pony Express
dung ngua dé& chuyén thu. Céng ty nay dugc thanh 1ap vao ndm 1860 dé chuyén thu tir thugng khén tur St. Jose
Missouri qua Sacramento, California, dudng dai chirng 2,000 dam. Dao d6, néu dung xe ngua chd khach théng
thudng, phai mat 20 ngay, nhung dung Pony Express bang cach "ngua chay tiép sirc"chi tén phan nira thai gian.
Moi ky ma phi ngua khoang 75 ddm moét ngay, thay ngua moi khi chay chirng 10 t&i 15 ddm. Téng cdng, cdng t
Pony Express c6 khoang 400 buu tram cach nhau chirng 25 dam, khoang 400 t&i 500 ngua va chiung 80 ky si. K
cobng ty Pacific Telegraph hoan thanh dudng gidy dién tin vao thang 10 nam 1861, cong ty Pony Express phai do
cUra vi canh tranh khdéng noi véi ky thuat truyén tin mdi.

V& mat gidi tri, cdc gdnh xiéc déu nudi nhiéu stc vat nhu voi, khi, cop, su tl, chd v.v... trinh dién nhiéu man ngc
muc dudc khan gia, ddc biét tré em, rat ua thich. Trong s6 nhitng "tai tur slc vat" nay, ngua la loai vat dau tién
phan trinh dién va cé thé ndi chinh ngua d8 md dau cho nganh xiéc. Ganh xiéc dau tién chao ddi tai Anh quéc v
ndm 1768 tai Lambeth do tay ky ma Philip Astley Iam chu, vi vy, da s6 cac man trinh dién déu do ngua dam
trach. Hién nay, tuy cac man xiéc da ti€n qua giai doan "ca gigi" phéi hgp nhiéu ky thuat tan ky pha trén am tha
cling nhu dnh sdng mau sac ngoan muc, nht.rng cac man do ngua trinh dién van duqc ua chudng, dac biét trong
ganh xiéc Au Chau. Ganh "Swiss Circus Knie" clia Thuy Si cé mot doan ngua trémg glong Lipizanner r&t ndi tleng
moi khi ra san khdu dugc trang bi rat cong phu dep mét, dau cdm Iong tim, yén glat vang. Bén Buc, ganh xiéc ¢
Franz Althoff c6 man dac sac do 48 con ngua cung trinh dién. Ganh xiéc Krone cé ngua Pegasus trinh dién man
"kéo cua" déc ddo vai voi Lony rat dugc khan gia tédn thudng. Cac ganh xiéc danh tiéng bén Au Chau nhu Bertral
Mills' Circus bén Anh, Amar cta Phap, Moscow Star Circus cla Nga v.v... cling cé nhitng man do nhiéu ngudi der
cung vdi ngua trinh dién rat cong phu va dep mat.

Gan day nhat, chuang ta ciling thay ngua déng vai tro rat quan trong trong cac phim anh. Nhirng phim lich s thg
nhu "Helen of Troy", “Cleopatra", "Spartacus", "Hiép Si Ban Tron" v.v... véi nhitng canh dua xe ngua hoac cac tz
giac dau (gladiator) mac giap tru tir dau dén chan, tay cam ki€m hodc thuong dai, phdng ngua x6ng thang vao
nhau, ddm chém t&i chét. Con cac phim Cowboy dién ta cudc séng gan nhu vo ludt phap ctia mién Vién Tay Hoa
cach day khéng lau, nhu "Rio Bravo", "The Hanging Tree", "The Last of Mohican", v.v... Chung ta thay canh nhif
c6 xe ngua t8c hanh do cac "cowboy" hd tdng chay qua mién nui ddi hoang da bi ngudi da do cudi ngua dudi bat
déi bén chém giét nhau, hay nhiing tay "sheriff" ngay dém rong rudi trén lung ngua sén bat téi pham ndi tiéng r
"Billy the Kid", Sam Bass v.v... Tai t Hoa Ky John Wayne dudc ndi tiéng va dan chiing hdm md nhd nhitng phirr
"Cowboy" nay. Ngay ca Téng Théng Ronald Reagan trudc day ciing la mét tai tl phim "Cowboy" kha ndi tiéng tr.
man bac.

TU trudng Crazy Horse cla bd toc da dé Sioux ciling rat ndi tiéng trong cac trdn danh vdi ngudi da tréng tai mién
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Vién Tay cach day khong lau. Crazy Horse tén that 1a Tashunkewitko, sinh ndm 1845, tir nho da quen sdng trén
lung ngua nhu da s6 cac chién si da do khac. Ldn I1én, Crazy Horse trd thanh mot thg san bo rirng cé tai va mot -
trudng can dam chua bao gid bai tran dudi tay ngudi da trédng, dugc dan da dé sung bai. Tran danh ndi tiéng nhi
cla Crazy Horse xay ra tai Little Big Horn vao ngay 26 thang 6 nam 1867. Mac dau bi danh ap, lién quan da do
Sioux va Chayenne do Crazy Horse chi huy nhd thong thao dia thé, da lat ngugc thé cg, tiéu diét toan bé doan
quan da trdng va giét chét tudng chi huy Custer. Tuy la mot ddi thu Igi hai, nhung ngudi da trang rat than phuc
Crazy Horse vi tinh than hao hiép thugng vo khéng bao gid hén nhat danh Ién hoac giét ké thu nga ngua. Crazy
Horse bi ngudi da trang giét chét tai Fort Robinson, Nebraska vao ndm 1877 khi trd vé& nha sén séc ngudi vg bi ¢
6ém. Cung vdi cac tu trudng da do khac nhu Sitting Bull, Red Cloud, Charging Bear v.v... tén tudi Crazy Horse d5
thanh bat tur trong lich sir mién Vien Tay Hoa Ky.

Trén dia hat thé thao, ngay tir ndm 1450 trudc Tay Lich, dua ngua va dua xe ngua da la nhirng cudc tranh tai rd
hao hing tai Van B6ng Ho6i Olympic bén Hy Lap, c6 thé coi la thuy t6 cla bd mén "Equestrian” (Ky ma) trong Th
Van Hbi tan tién thdi nay. Thdi c6 La Ma, mon dua ngua dudc khdi dau tir thé ky 4 trugc Tay Lich véi cac tay ky
thudng la nd 1é nhu nhitng gidc dau (gladiator). Khi nguGi La M@ xam lang Au Chau, ho truyén ba moén dua ngua
qua nudc Phép thdi ¢d (Gaul) réi sang bén Anh, tuy lic db, mot s6 bd lac bén Pirc cling d8 c6 mdn dua ngua.
Nhung mai dén ndm 1605, ngudi Anh mdi cd nhitng cudc dua dudgc t6 chic cé hé théng tai trudng dua Newmark
3 bd bién phia Péng, cdch London chitrng mét gi& xe Ira, vdi hai dudng dua ndi tiéng la Rowley Mile Course va Ju
Course. DU mdn thé thao khac dung dén ngua nhu Polo cling bat ngudn tir bén Anh, nhung mdn dua ngua dugc
tiéng va nhiéu ngudi biét dén nhat cho dén ngay nay. Cudc dua ndi tiéng nhat trén thé gidi Ia Epsom Derby bén
Anh v@i vong dua dai mdt dadm ruBi danh cho ngua loai ba tudi dudc khdi su tir ndm 1780. Trudng dua thanh lict
nhét 1a Royal Ascot, dai hai ddm rudi. Ngua va nai nao doat giadi Ascot Gold Cup s& dudc ndi tiéng, coi nhu bat t(
Tai Viét Nam trudc day, d Ha Noi co khu "Quan Ngua", con Sai Gon coé trudng dua Phu Tho cling dudc nhiéu ngu
biét tai.

Ngay nay tai Hoa Ky, mon dua ngua rat dudc ua chudng, hau nhu khu vuc déng dan cu nao cling co trudng dua
ngua. Gidi chu ngua thugng Iuvu bd ra rat nhiéu tién nudi ngua d€ mong dudc thang giai 18y ti€ng; gidi binh dan
thich vi dudc dip danh cd, cb thé triing nhitng mén tién kha I6n. Hang nam tai Hoa Ky, c6 ba cudc dua ndi tiéng
dugc nhiéu ngudi theo d&i nhat, do la Kentucky Derby, Preakness Stakes va Belmont Stakes. Ngua nao thang cé
cudc dua dudc goi 1a "Triple Crown Winner". Cudc dua néi ti€éng nhat Kentucky Derby dugc t6 chirc tir ndm 1875
Louisville Jockey Club Couse, dudng dua Churchill Downs dai mot dam mot phan tu. Ngua Secretariat gilt ky luc
thdgi gian 1 phat 59 giay 2/5 va la ngua duy nhat chay dugi 2 phut. Cudc dua dugc ménh danh la "Run for the
Roses" dugc t6 chilric vao ngay th bay dau tién cla thdng ndm. Cudc dua Preakness Stakes dudc td chic tir nam
1870 tai Pimlico Race Course dai mot dam ruGi, thudc Maryland. Day la chang th{ nhi cta "Triple Crown". Vao n
1890, giai Preakness dugc ddi vé New York vi Maryland Jockey Club bi thiéu tién, nhung t&i nam 1909 lai trg vé
Maryland. Cudc tranh tai tai Preakness dugc té chirc sau Kentucky Derby 2 tudn. Giai ky cuvu nhat trong nhitng
cubc dua "Triple Crown" la Belmont Stakes thudc ElImont ti€u bang New York, dugc td chiic [an dau tién vao nga
19 thang 6 nam 1867 tai trudng dua Jerome Park, dudng dai moét dam ruGi. Day la cudc dua gian lao nhat vi dut
dua dai va lam bang dat. Ngua Rutjless thang giai dau tién tai Belmont. Nhitng ngua "Triple Corwn Winner" néi
ti€éng gom Secretarial, Affirmed, Seattle Slew.

Ngoai mén dua ngua, cac cudc thi tai "cuBi ngua chirng" (Rodeo) dé€ l1am séng lai nhitng hoat déng trudc day cue
nhitng tay "cowboy" ciling rat dudc dan ching Hoa Ky hdm mé. Tai nhifng ti€u bang ving Nam Hoa Ky, hang nai
déu td chic nhitng cudc ddu xao suc vét, trong d6 cac tiét muc quang gidy "lasso" bat bo chay réng va "rodeo" |
nhitng hap dan chinh.

Trén 13nh vuc van chudng, ngua dugc yéu chudng va nhdc nhd nhiéu nhat vao thdi Trung C& bén Au Chau, dén «
danh tlr "Chevalier" hay "Cavalier" (Hiép si) ndy sinh tu ti€ng Phap "Cheval" hay tiéng Y "Cavallo" c6 nghia la ng
Qua sach vd hay phim anh n~6’i ti€ng nhu "Ivenhoe", "Hiép Si Ban Tron", "King Arthur" v.v..., cac tay hiép si khor
thé tao nén chién tich lirng lay néu thiéu ngua. Coé thé ndi nhitng con ngua néi tiéng nhu Lamri cda vua Arthur,
ngua Bajardo bat tlr cia Orlando do rong canh gilf v.v... dd in dam dau chan trong hau hét sach va thgi doé. Ngo
ra, con c6 nhiéu ngua khac ndi tiéng khéng kém nhu tudn ma Bayard cua b6n anh em nha Aymon dugi thdi
Charlemagne bén Phap, hodc ngua Bavieca trong tac phan "Le Cid" ctia van hao Corneille. Tuy nhién, khéng pha
ngua nao trong van chuong Trung C& cling la tudn ma. Ngudc lai, trong tuyét phdm "Don Quixote" clia van hao
Cervantes, Rosinante la mdt con ngua 6m ddéi gay go, lung éng trong rat tdi nghiép nhung lai dudc chu la Don
Quixote qui trong han ca nhitng con ngua qui khac nhu Bucephalus cua Alexander Dai D& hay Bavieca trong "El
Cid". Ngay cai tén "Rosinante" cling dugc ghép lai tlr ti€éng Tady Ban Nha "Rocin" c6 nghia la "ngua gay" va "Ante
cé nghia la "trudc".
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