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I. Ngudn gdc Kinh thi

Kinh thi 1a mot b sach gdm co nhiing cdu ca dao rat ¢6 ciia Trung Hoa. Ngay xua, Thién tir cit nim
nam di tudn thd mot 1an va ra 1énh cho quan Thai su hién dang ca dao dé xem phong tuc cta dan.
Thién Ngh¢ van chi trong Han thu c6 chep: "Cd hiru thai thi chi quan, vuong gia s& di quan phong
tuc, tri dic that" (nghia la: Xwa c¢6 chirc quan phu trach viéc di nhat ca dao; bac vuong gia ldy d6 ma
xem xét phong tuc, biét duoc su dic that vé chinh tri).

Trong Thi tap truyén, Chu Hy ciing luan vé Qudc phong nhu thé nay: "Quéc gia, chu hau s¢ phong
chi vuc, nhi phong gia, dan tuc ca dao chi thi da. Vi chi phong gia, di ky bi thugng chi héa di hiru
ngon, nhi ky huu tuc di cdm nhan, nhu vat nhan phong chi dong di hitu thanh, nhi ky thanh hyu tuc
di dong vat da. Thi di chu hau thai chi di cdng u Thién tir, Thién tir thu chi nhi liét u nhac quan, w di
khao ky tuc thugng chi my ac, nhi tri ky chinh tri chi dic that yén" (nghia la: Qudc 14 chi linh vic
phong cho chur hau; phong 13 goi chung cac bai thi ca trong dan gian. Goi rang phong 1a chi 10i dan
phéat ra boi chiu sy cam héa cua nguoi trén, ma 101 a ay lai du dé cam nguoi, nhu vat nhan cé gi6 ma
dong va phat ra tiéng, rdi tiéng ay tro lai lam rung dong vat. Boi thé nén chu hau nhit nhiing thi ca
ay dé hién dang Thién tir, Thién tir tiép nhan va liét vao nhac quan, 1ay d6 dé xét phong tuc tot xau,
biét viéc chinh tri nén hu).

Theo mAy 10i dan trén thi nhitng bai ca dao trong Kinh thi di dugc cac nha cam quyén & Trung
Qudc ngay xua suu tap trude doi Khong Tir. Nguyén nhan dé sach dy 1a Thi chir khong co chir
Kinh; nguoi sau thém vao chit Kinh 1a vi cho rang sach d6 di duoc Khong tir san dinh. Nhung
Khong tir that c6 san dinh Kinh thi hay khong? D6 1a mot van d& ma chung ta phai dua ra thao luan.

Thién Khong tir thé gia trong Sir ky ctia Tu-ma Thién c6 chép: "Tam bach ngii thién, Khong tir giai
huyén ca chi, di cdu hop Thiéu, Vii, Nhi, Tung chi 4&m" (nghia 1a: Khong tir d3 dem ba trim 1é nim
thién trong Kinh thi ra ma dan ca dé cho hop véi am thanh cua Thiéu, Vi, Nha, Tung). Thién Tu
hén trong Luan ngit ciing c6 dan 101 Khong tir: "Ngb tu Vé phan L3, nhién hiu nhac chinh, Nha
Tung céc déc ky s¢" (nghia la: Ta tir nudc V¢ tro vé nudce LY, nhién hau nhac méi duge chinh dén
lai, Nha Tung duogc dit ding chd).

Thé 1a Khong tir d4 timg nghién ctru am nhac va dem thi ca pho thanh nhac khiic. Viéc Khong tir
san dinh Kinh thi cting c6 thdy chép trong thién Khong tir thé gia sach St ky: "C6 gia Thi tam thién
du thién, cdp chi Khong tir, khr ky trung, thu kha thi u 18 nghia, thugng thai Tiét, Hau Téc, trung
thuat An Chu chi thinh, chi U Lé chi khuyét... tam bach ngii thién" (nghia la: Ngay xua, Thi c6 hon
ba ngan thién, Khong tir san khir phan tring phiic, chi lay nhimng thién hop véi 18 nghia, trudc nhit
cac bai tir doi Tiét, Hau Tac, ké dén cac bai thudt sy hung thinh doi An, Chu, sau 1a cic bai noi vé
su khuyét diém ctua U vuong va L¢ vuong... gdém co ba trim 1é nim thién). Thién Nghé van chi
trong Han thu ciing c6 dé cép viéc Khéng tir san dinh Kinh thi: "Khong tir thuan tha Chu thi,
thuong thai An, ha thu L3, pham tam bach ngii thién" (nghia 1a: Khong tir chon 14y thi ca doi Chu,
tir nhirg bai cau nuéc An dén nhiing bai ciia nuéc LS, pam ba trim 1¢ ndm thién). Luc D¢ Minh
trong Kinh dién thich van ciing viét: "Khong tir ti tién san luc, ky thu Chu, thuong kiém Thuong
tung, pham tam bach thap nhét thién" (nghia 1a: Khong tir san luc Kinh thi, trudc hét chon lay
nhirng bai vé doi Chu, lai liy ca nhitng bai Thuong tung, pham ba trim mudi mot thién).

Nguoi ta thuong vin vao cac thuyét trén nay dé cho rang Khong tir c6 san dinh Kinh thi, tuy nhién



c6 mot s6 hoc gia nhu Khong Dinh Pat, Trinh Tiéu, Chu Hy, Chu Di Tén, Théi Thuat,..v.v.. , van
con hoai nghi viéc d6, 1a vi Khong tir khong bao gid néi dén viéc minh san dinh Kinh thi. Va lai,
xua kia, Thi c6 hon ba ngan thién, nhung Khong tir chi chon 1dy ba trim 1¢ nim thién, tire la bo di
chin phan mudi, thi chang khac gi di ph4 hoai mot kho tang van hoc phong phu cb thoi vay. Hon
nira, Str ky ctia Tu-mi Thién tuy c6 noi dén viéc Khong tir san Thi nhung dong thoi ciing cho ta biét
rang: Trong thoi Khong tir, thi ca xua bi tan khuyét rat nhiéu. Vi thé cho nén trong Pdc phong ngiu
chi, Thoi Thuat da bién minh viéc Khéng T san Thi nhu sau: ”Khéng tr san thi, thuc ngoén chi?
Khéng tir vi thuong tu ngdn chi di, Str ky ngon chi nhi. Khong tir viét: "Trinh thanh dam", thi Trinh
da dam thi di. Khong tir viét: "Tung thi tam bach", thi Thi chi hitu tam bach, Khong tir vi thuong
san dd. Hoc gia bat tin Khong tir s¢ tu ngdn, nhi tin tha nhan chi ngon, thim hy ky kha quai
da!" (nghia 13: Ai bao Khong tir ¢ san dinh Kinh thi? Viéc d6 thdy chép trong Sir ky chir Khong tir
chua khi nao néi dén. Khong tir néi: "Tiéng nudc Trinh dam", ay 1 nuwdc Trinh c6 nhiéu thi ca dam
dat. Khéng tir noi: "Poc thi ba tram thién", éy l1a Thi chi c¢6 ba tram thién chu Khéng tor chua ting
san dinh. Hoc gia khong tin 16i Khong tir ma tin 151 ngudi khéc, that 1a diéu rat quai go!)

Can ¢t vao nhitng 151 bién ludn trén, chung ta c6 thé tin ring: Nhiing bai thi ca xua dén doi Khong
tir bi tan khuyét rat nhiéu, chi con lai chimg hon ba trim thién. Néu Khong tir ¢6 chinh 1y Kinh thi,
cling chi bo bét nhitng cau, nhimng chir tdi nghia hodc rudm ra, chir khong phai chon 1dy mot phan
mudi nhu Tu-ma Thién da noi.

II. N6i dung Kinh thi

Kinh thi gdm c6 ba tram mudi mot thién. Trong sd d6, chi ¢ ba trim 1¢ nam thién 1a day du, con
sau thién kia c6 d& muc nhung khong c6 16i. Sau thién ay 1a: Nam cai, Bach hoa, Hoa thir, Do canh,
Sung khau va Do nghi. C6 thuyét cho rang 10i tho clia sau thién d6 bi vong thit boi ngon lira nha
Tan. Nhung theo Trinh Tiéu, trong Thi bién vong, sau thién ay vén khong c6 16i, chi c6 nhac.

Vé doi Han, c¢6 bon ban Kinh thi xuat hién (2.1) nhung con truyén dén nay 1 ban ciia Mao cong
(ttc Mao Hanh va Mao Truong). Mao Thi (2.2) gdbm c6 ba phan nhu sau:

A- Quoc phong: Qudc phong 13 nhiing bai ca dao cua dan cac nude chu hau da dugc nhac quan suu
tap. Qudc phong c6 160 thién, chia 1am 15 quyén, mdi quyén mot nudc, gdm co:

1. Chinh phong: Chu nam va Thi¢u nam.
2. Bién phong: Boi phong, Dung phong, V& phong, Vuong phong, Trinh phong, Té phong, Nguy
phong, Puong phong, Tan phong, Cdi phong, Tao phong, Ban phong.

B- Nhi: Nha nghia la chinh dinh, gdm nhiing bia hat ¢ noi tridu dinh. Nha chia ra 1am hai phan:

1. Tiéu nha: nhitng bai ding trong nhing trudng hop khong quan trong 1dm nhu cac budi yén tiéc
(74 thién).

2. Pai nha: nhitng bai dung trong nhiing truéng hop quan trong nhu khi Thién tir hop cac vua chu
hau hodc té & miéu dudng (31 thién).

C- Tung: Tung nghia 13 ngoi khen, gdm nhitng bai ca tung cac vua doi trudc va dung dé hat ¢ chdn
miéu duong. Tung co6 tat ca 40 thién, chia lam:

1. Chu tung, 31 thién.
2. L5 tung, 4 thién.
3. Thuong tung, 5 thién.

Trong Kinh thi ¢ luc nghia la: Phong, Nha, Tung, phu, ty, himg. Thién Xuan quan trong Chu 1&



chép: "Thai su gido luc thi: viét Phong, viét phi, viét ty, viét himg, viét Nha, viét Tung" (nghia la:
Quan Thai su day sau thi la: Phong, phu, ty, himg, Nha, Tung). Phong, Nha, Tung la tro b phan
cua am nhac, con ph, ty, hiing ttrc 1a thé ciia Phong, Nha, Tung.

Chu Hy cho riang dai dé Phong 1a thi ca trong dan gian, Nha 14 thi ca ciia tridu dinh, Tung 14 thi ca
dung noi téng miéu (2.3). Theo sy nhan xét cua Trinh Khang-thanh thi: Phong 13 noi vé di hoa cua
thanh hién; Nha nghia 1a chinh, tirc 1a nhig 161 chinh dinh kha di 1am khuén phép cho doi sau;
Tung nghia 1a tung doc hodc bao dung dé khen ngoi cai dtrc rong 16n cua tién vuong (2.4). Luong
Khai Siéu di ban vé van dé iy voi mot quan niém moi me: Phong chi co the dem ra ngdm doc chir
khong hat duoc, Nhi 1a nhitng bai hat rat phd thong vé doi Chu, Tung vén nghia 13 dung (dung
mao) cho nén c6 thé dem ra hat va mua theo 4m diéu 4y; néu xét theo van thé doi nay thi Phong 1a
dan ca, Nhi 1a ca tir trong Nhac phu, Tung 14 kich ban (2.5). Nhung Trinh Pai Xuong va C6 Viém
Vii d3 ngd rang ngay xua khong co danh tir qubc phong, hai chit ndy do nguoi sau hiéu sy dit ra
(2.6).

Ba thé phd, ty, himg 13 n6i vé k¥ thuat 1am tho. Chi 1 tén néi 1 viéc, 4y 1a thé pha. Thay viéc hu
hong duong thoi ma khong dam néi rd, phai dung phép so sanh kin ddo dé phung thich, ay 1a thé ty.
Muon vat dé noi nén 16i 1a thé hing. Su bat dong gitta ty va himg do ¢ diém nay: thé ty chi lay vat
dé 1am ty du, chtr khong néi 16 y chinh, thé himg thi trudc hét dung phép ty du rdi tiép theo do lai
no6i rd y chinh ra.

Thé 14 ndi dung Kinh thi gdm c6 ba phan 16n (Phong, Nha, Tung) va ba thé (phu, ty, hirmg) ma ¢
nhan da goi 14 sau nghia ctia Kinh thi. Riéng vé Phong, Nhi, Tung tuy c6 nhiing dinh nghia khac
nhau, tiiy theo quan diém ctia mdi hoc gia, nhung ta phai thira nhan cach phén loai trong Mao Thi 13
tuong doi hop 1y.

II1. Bia vyc thoi dai va tac gid Kinh thi

Kinh thi 1a két tinh ctia nén vin hoc mién bic Trung Qudc ¢b thoi. Nhimg nudc Tan, Vuong, Ban
thudc ving Thiém tay, Ha nam, Cam tic ngay nay; Pudng thudc tinh Son tdy ngay nay; Nguy ¢
gitra khoang Son tay va Ha nam ngay nay; B¢i, Dung, V¢, Trinh, Tran, Coi déu & vé vung tdy nam
tinh Ha bac va mot phan tinh Ha nam bay gio. Van hoa Trung Qudc phat dat trude tién tai mién Hoa
bac ma Kinh thi 1 mot bang chimg cu thé.

Van dé thoi dai Kinh thi, &én nay, nguoi ta van con bai cii. Theo Thi tu (3.1), Thuong tung la tac
pham doi Thuong, va trong Kinh thi ¢6 1& Thuong tung 1a xua nhit. Nhung thién Tng thé gia trong
Su ky lai nhan rang Thuong tung la nhac chuong cua nudce Tong Vuong Qudc Duy, luc khao chimg
vé Thuong tung ciing nhan thay: "Trong Thuong tung co ké viéc din cdy & Canh son dé dung tong
micu; Canh son gan kinh d6 nudc Tong va xa kinh d6 nha Thuong; xem thé du biét 1oi tho trong
Thuong tung vinh t6ng miéu nudc Tong chtr khong phai vinh tong miéu nha Thuong" (3.2). Luong
Khai Siéu can ¢ vao 10i tho ¢ thién That nguyét trong Ban phong dé ngd rang thién dy 1a tac pham
doi Ha, vién I€ trong tho da theo lich nha Ha (3.3). Nhung thuyét nay khong thé tin duogc, vi biét
dau nong dan nha Chu da dung Ha lich dé cho tién viéc dong ang. Luc Khan Nhu va Phing Nguyén
Quan qua quyét rang: Cac bai thi ca trude doi Chu déu déng nghi hodc, va Kinh thi 1a tac pham doi
Chu (3.4).

Kinh thi nguyén & mot tap ca dao cho nén khong thé biét rd tén tudi ciia tac gia. Trong Thi tu c6 ké
tén tac gia cac thién, nhung phan nhi€u la trc doan; khong dang tin. Tuy nhién, chiing ta ciing c6 thé
can ctr vao hai diém nay ma suy trac:

1. Téac gid tu xung trong tho. Thi du: i )
Gia phu tac tung = Gia phu lam ra bai tung. (Ti€u nha, Tiét nam son)



Cat phu tac tung = Cat phu lam ra bai tung. (Dai nha, Chung dan)
Hé Tu sé tac = Heé tu lam ra. (LO tung, Bi cung)

2. Trong cac sach xua thinh thoang co nhic dén vai tén tac gia trong Kinh thi. Thi dy nhu trong
Quodc ngir co chép: ’ ’ ’
"Chu Van cong chi tung viét: Tai trap can qua" = Bai tung ciia Chu Van cong c6 cau: "Thu cat can
qua".

"Chinh Khdao phu hi¢u Thuong chi danh tung thap nhi thién w Chu Thai su" = Chinh Khao phu hi¢u
khdm muoi hai thién danh tung cua nha Thuong noi Chu Thai su (3.5).

Trén hai phuong phéap suy tric trén, xét ra phuong phap thir nhat chic chin hon. Nhung theo
phuong phap do, chiing ta van khong thé tim biét tat cad nhiing tén tac gia cac thién trong Kinh thi,
vi khong phai ¢ thién nao ciing c6 nhac dén tén tac gia.

IV. Vén chuong Kinh thi

Khong tir d3 ha nhitng 10i phé binh Kinh thi nhu sau:

"Bat hoc Thi, vo di ngén" (nghia 1a: chang hoc Thi thi néi khong thong - Luan ngit, Quy thi)

"Thi tam bach, nhat ngdn di té chi, viét: tur vo ta" (nghia 1a: Thi c6 ba trim thién, nhung chi mot 10i
¢6 thé tram dugc 1a: khong nghi bay - Luan ngir, Vi chinh)

"Thi kha di hung, kha di quan, khi di quan, kha di oan, nhi chi su phuy, vién chi sy quan, da thic u
diéu tht thao moc chi danh" (nghia la: Xem Thi c6 thé phan khéi dugce ¥ chi, xem xét dugc vi¢e hay
dg, hoa hop dugc véi moi ngudi, bay té duge ndi sdu 0an, gén thi hoc viéc tho cha, xa thi hoc viéc
thd vua, lai biét duogc nhiéu tén chim, mudng, co, ciy - Luan ngir, Duong Hoa).

Khéng tir d3 khen Kinh thi vé ca hai phuong dién: luan 1y va vian chuong. Xem nhimg 10i trén day,
ta biét Kinh thi c6 mét gia tri khong nho.

Mubn thuéng thirc van chuong Kinh thi, ta phai xét vé tir va y cta cac thién trong tic pham d6. Ma
da noéi dén Thi, turc 1a phai nghi t&1 nhac, vay trudce hét ta phai xét qua ct cach va am di€u cac thién
trong Kinh thi, rdi tiép theo do, ta s€ tim hiéu ndi dung cua nhiing thién ay.

Nhu ching ta da biét, Kinh thi gdm c6 305 thién, nhung s6 chuong trong cac thién khong theo mot
luat nhat dinh: tho S6 ngu (Trau) c6 2 chuong, tho Tang nhu c6 dén 16 chuong. Sb cau trong mdi
chuong ciing thé: tho Cam duong mdi chwong c6 3 ciu, tho Han dich mdi chuong c6 12 cau. S6
chit trong mdi cau ciing khong déu: ¢ cau 3 chit nhu: "Giang hitu tw, Chi tir quy" (Thiéu nam,
Giang hiru ty); c6 cau 5 chit nhu: "Thuy vi tu6e vo giac, ha di xuyén nga 6¢?" (Thiéu nam, Hanh
16); céu c6 6 chit nhu: "Ngi c¢6 chude bi kim 16i" (Chu nam, Quyén nhi); c6 cau ¢6 7 chit nhu:
"Giao giao hoang diéu chi vu tang" (Tan phong, Hoang diéu); co céu c6 8 chit nhu: "Thap nguyét
tat suat nhap ngi sang ha" (Ban phong, That nguyét); co cau cd 9 chir nhu: "Huynh chude bi hanh
lao 4p bi chu tu" (Pai nha, Huynh chudc). Tuy vay cac thién trong Kinh thi phan nhiéu lam theo thé
4 chi.

Nhitng bai trong Kinh thi c6 ca cude van va yéu vén, cach gieo van rat rong rai tu do, khong bi go
b6 trong mot khuon kho hep hoi, theo mdt dinh luat nghiém khic. Ciing nhu ca dao Viét nam, Kinh
thi co nhleu phtre tur va di€p ngir rat hay (4.1). Nho thé nén vian chuong Kinh thi da gitr dugc cai am
diéu uyén chuyén tu nhién, dién ta dé dang 4n tuong cia tac gia va c6 sirc truyén cam rat manh
(4.2). Tuy nhién, mudn hiéu thau triét Kinh thi, nguoi ta phai nghién ciru van phap va tir ngit doi
Chu. Bdi vy, tir trude dén nay, giita cac nha chi giai Kinh thi thuong c6 su bt dong ¥ kién (4.3).

Néu dem Kinh thi ra phan tich, ta ¢ thé tim thdy trong tac pham 4y c6 nhiing 16i van sau day:
1. Té tuw



2. Chtc tung
3. Yén am

4. Phung thich
5. Tu su

6. Trix tinh

Cac thién Nha, Tung phan nhiéu lam theo ba 15i van té ty, chic tung va yén am. Cac thién Quéc
phong phan nh1eu lam theo 16i phung thich, tu sy va trir tinh. Xét vé phuong dién k¥ thuat, phan
Qudc phong tién bo hon hai phan Nha, Tung. Boi vy ngudi ta thuong thich doc Qudc phong.

Kinh thi 1 mot tac phim phan anh duoc thoi dai ctia nd vi qua tac pham 4y, ta co thé biét duogc
phong tuc tdp quén, tinh trang xa hoi va ché do chinh trj ciia cac nude chu hau o Trung Qudc ngay
xua. Ngoai nhiitng bai ta tinh luyén i giira trai gai (4.4), tinh chung thuy gitra vo chong (4.5), canh
sinh hoat ctia néng dan (4.6). Kinh thi con c6 nhitng bai ta ndi théng han ciia dan chung dbi voi vua
quan thoi d6 nira (4.7). Vi thé nén Tudng T Di di xem Kinh thi 1a mot khao chimg pham vé nong
nghé thoi ¢6 (4.8), Ho Thich ciing da dung Kinh thi dé nghién ctru trang hudng xa hoi Trung Qudc
trong giai doan ma Ho goi 1a "thdi ky thai nghén triét hoc" (4.9).



