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au hai dém di xuyén qua rimg nai, bon thd phi
dua thang Hoai, thang Huan dén mdgt xom & tit
trén dinh nui cao, ¢ hat Tong-Long.

Xo6m ay xa tat ca lang mac ma chi c6 bon noc nha,
toan la do6 dang cua bon giac.

Nti 4y vi cao lam, nén nhimg ngay am giodi, suong
mu che kin, dirng cach nhau chi ba buéc cling khong
nhin thady mat ngudi. Thoi tiét lai ky quai, cir chéc mua
lai chdc nang, mua thi mua lut dat, ma nang thi nang v
dau. Nhung du mua du nang, lac nao gid ciing thoi ao
30. Vé tiét thang ba ma rét nhu thang chap ¢ xt ta. Pay
la n61 ban nga‘ly, chir ban dém thi rét cat rudt. Rét ti lam
khi co tuyet phu ma IIIIGC thi dong lai thanh bang Sang
day, muon c6 nudc udng, nguoi ta phai lay cudc chim
ma cubc cho bang tan ra thanh nudc.

Luc thang Hoai bi dwa dén day thi nd dd mét dir. Cling
may day la doan duong cudi cung, chir gid phai di nira
thi n6 khong tai nao di duoc.

Luc bi dua dén day, nd nam vat ngay xudng san da
chang nhtc nhich. Thang Huan thay thé voi can :

- Ay chét, may dimg nam thé, om day. Day di.
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N6 khong day, n6 ctir rén 11 :
- Tao chét mat may a. Chan tao rtrc lam.

- Chi néi dai nao. Chét 1am sao dugc. May 1a con nha
giau khong quen vat va, di nhi€u thi n6 mét day thoi.
Ngu mot dém la mai tu khac khoi.

- Nhung mai c6 phai di nira khong ?

- Khong. Chung n6 giam minh & day. Tao nghe chiung
n6 noi voi nhau the.

N6 ndi xong, lai mot x6 buong, 6m mot bd cay ngo
khé ma nguoi xa-phang dung lam cui dém lai giai Ién
mat san da :

- Pay may c6 mét thi ndm 1én day, khong lanh. Tao
nghe, ngudi ta bao lanh 1a dé bi cam lam. Chung minh
dung d€ cho cam. Cam ¢ day khong co thuoc thi nguy.

Thang Hoai mudn diy nhung chan tay n6 ning nhu
chi, khong sao day duogc, thang Huan phai soc nach no
kéo lai.

Sau khi b6 chén mdt it cay ngd dé lam goi cho thang
Hoai 161, n6 cham lra & mdt cay den dau treo canh
tuong roi dot cay ngo dé sudi cho thang Hoai.
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Bon Thé phi & ngoai thay ltra sang ruc lién chay vao :

- Ai cho chung may d6t nhu thé, nhiing thang 6ng
manh kia. Nh& chay nha thi sao ?

Thang Huan chua kip gia nhoi thi mot ngudi dan ba
va mot thang bé chay vao. Thang bé cling chac tudi
v6i thang Huén, thang Hoai. Ma ngudi dan ba thi vao
khoang bon muoi, mit mili trong khong hung ac lam.
Ngudi dan ba chong tay vao hang nhin mot cach tiée ré
nhitng cay ngd bi dot :

- Nhiing thang quy kia, may d6t hét ciii ciia tao thi tao
lay gi tao dun. Tat ngay di.

Thang Huédn khong tat :

- Ban t61 no6 rét lam. Néu khong dot ma sudi cho no
thi n6 6m. Thim nén thuong n6. To61 chi d6t mat it thoi.

Nguo1 dan ba nghe néi lién xoa dau dira bé dirng canh,
va xem churng cling ai ngai cho cai canh chiing no :

- U, @6t it thoi nhé. Cui & day kho kiém lam. Va coi
churng chay nha.

- Khéng, t6i & nha toi, t61 dun bép da quen, thim dimg
coO s¢ chay. Toi dot dén khi nao no ngu thi thai.
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Luc 4y vao khoang hai gid séng, cai gid ma khi hau ¢
day rét mot cach ghe gém. Thang Hoai nim canh déng
lra ma cur run 1€n cam cap va no chi ngu’oc mat nhin
thang Huén thao 140 chir khong noi gi. Mét 1am roi con
hoi strc dau ma noi nira.

Thay d6t ltra ma thang Hoai chua khoi rét, n6 lo qua,
no6 lay tay xoa manh khap nguoi cho ban roi s€ hoi :

- May c6 thay dau ¢ dau khong ?

- Nguoi tao moi dan, nhung khong dau ¢ dau ca. Tao
chi thay rét thoi. Gid c6 cai chan cho tao dap, thi tao
khoi va ngu dugc ngay.

- Chan, chan ¢ dau ra bay gio ? May tinh, tui xa phang
chtng né con ¢6 dtra khong co chian, nam khéng, chin
dau chiing n6 cho minh. May nam gan lai la co, gio
tay 1én ho di. A, thé nay thi ciing nhu chin, tao nam
dang sau 6m may, may nghe chua. Mot bén 1a lira, mot
bén 13 tao, may han phai 4m.

- Nhung thé thi may rét lung. Thoi may cing nam
gan vao ltra di.

Vura noi, thang Hoai vira ¢6 kéo thang Huan dlCh gan
lai dong lra. Thang Huan hat tay thang Hoai ra roi gat :
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- Tao da bao tao con nha ngheo, tao chiu quen cac thir
ma. Lo 13 lo cho may. May ctr nam di. Tir gid tao bao
cai gi may phai nghe thi chung minh mé1 binh yén ma
gid vé duge. Thoi nam di.

N6 néi xong nam xudng, 6m chit lay lung thang
Hoai:

- Thé nay c6 4m khong ?

- Am.

- am thi nga di.

- Nhung xa Itra thi rét may.

- O hay, tao d4 bao tao quen ma. Hay lo lay may, mic
tao. Im di, dirng hoi, tao ciing budn ngu 1dm. Than kia,
it ra cling &m i nong duoc dén hon nira gio, lic 4y minh
d3 ngu tit, chang con biét rét nita. Ngu di, khong may
gay, hdm may vé thi mo may trong thdy may, mo may
kho 1am day.

Thang Huan vira nham mat sap ngu thi thang Hoai da
quay mat lai, lay tay vudt ma nd, ro1i ntirc n¢ khoc :

- Sao may thuong tao thé hé Huan ?
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Thiang Huan dang chap chon bi thing Hoai lam mat
ngu, buc minh :

- O may hoi do 1am. Anh em thi thuong nhau.

- Nhung trude kia, tao khong tot voi may. Ma tao ¢6
phai la anh em v61 may dau.

Thang Huén gio tay sang phia lung dudi may con
muoi né dang dot ¢o :

- O, cai nha nay mudi va bo ché nhiéu qua. May 16i
thoi lam. Trudc kia may khong 1a anh em véi tao, nhung
may cling b1 bat voi tao thi 1a anh em cua tao roi.

R6i hinh nhu tire vé chd gidc ngt bi pha :

- O hay, may c6 ngu di dé cho tao ngt khong ? Cur
tao thuong may thi may khoc nhu thé a ? May ky qua !

Thang Hoai dang ngi say thi bong thay hinh nhu c6
ai d4 vao chan. N6 m& mat thi nhin ngay thay thang bé
con ngudi dan ba ngady hom qua. Thang bé xa phang
thay thang Hoai mo mat ma chua ngdi day nén clr d4
mai. N6 vira d4, vira cudi mot cach dic chi.

Thang Hoai thay thé so qua, ¢t ndm im khéng dam
nhic nhich va cling khong ddm chong cu. Thay the,
thang xa phang lién lay may cay ngo6 vut lén chan no.
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N6 voi vang 6m lay thang Huén :
- May o1, n6 déanh tao.

Thing Huéan ving day, chua hiéu dau dudi thi thang
xa phang lai vut Ién lung n6. N6 ding phat ngay day
dap cho thang xa phang mét cai chtii xudng déng gio :

- Tai sao may dam danh chung tao ?

N6 toan danh nira thi thang xa-phang d3 ving day
chay mat.

- O, cai d6 hén lai hay bat nat. May dimng ¢6 s, hé né
bi beng ctr ddnh dap xac noé ra. B¢ cho nd bat nat dugc
minh mot 1an thi né bat nat mai.

- Nhung bd me né bénh danh ching minh thi sao ?

- 0, ¢6 bd me nao lai bénh con mot cach véo 1y nhu thé?
Dung lo. Theé nao dém qua may c6 ngu dugc khong?

- Tao ngu say lam, tao nam mé thay tao vé Pho Lu
may a.

Hai dtra dang no6i chuyén thi thang xa phang vac mot
cai gdy tudng hung hing budc vao. Thang Hoai so run,
6m ghi lay thang Huan. Thang Huan khong sg, s& du
thang Hoai ra :
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- Ay dirng 6m tao, dé n6 danh tao con d& chu.
ROi n6 dimg day tron mat :

- Nao may co6 gi01 thi danh di. Nhung tao n6i cho may
biet néu tao ma giat dugc gay thi tao dot vao lung may
day.

Tiéng n6 noi to qua nén ngoai nha nghe thay. Mot tén
tho phi chay vao.

Thang Huén tro ngay thang xa phang :

- Pay chu xem, chung t6i khong 1am gi, n6 tu dung
n6 mang gay vao dinh danh chung toi.

Thing tho-phi giat ngay gy & tay dira con :
-A Ta-Lung, tai sao may lai nhu thé ?

- Nhung no6 dap nga con.

Thang Huan khong chéi :

- A, tai may gy su danh tao trudc, nén tao mdi dap
may chir. Chir bong dung tao dap may a ?

- Tao vao goi ching may day chu.
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- C6 cai 16i goi nao 1a 1y que danh nguoi ta thé.
Tén tho phi quay lai quat con :

- Thoi ra di. B¢ mac ké ching n6 ¢ day. Tao chi dan
may coi ctra hé chung n6 budc chan ra khoi thi bao tao
tho1 ma. Tur gio cam khong dugc vao day.

- Piy tao d3 bao may, du ra xa-phang, nhung ciing
khong ai bénh con mot cach vo 1y nhu thé ma.

- Thé ma mo tao bénh tao nhu thé déy.

- A, vi mo may bénh may nhu thé nén may méi rat
nhu cai cay. May chi biét cay thé bang nhiang khi c6 mo
may thoi. Ddi mo may ra thi ai bat nat may ciing dugc.
Thay u tao khong thé. Khong bao gid bénh tao ca. Vi
thé tao khong dam gay chuyén véi ai, ma ai bi beng voi
tao, tao cling danh vung mang,

- May khoe da danh, chu tao yéu.

- O thé em tao con yéu hon may nhiéu. N6 di tréu
thang Khi, con lao Van, bi thang Khi danh buou dau ma
no6 v€ mach con bi thay tao danh thém hai cai tat.

- Thé may khong bénh em may a ?
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- 0, 16i tai nd trude. N6 ném da vao thang Khi trude.
Bénh n6 lam gi, dé nd y vao tao di lao 1éu voi nguoi ta
ay a ? Thang Khi ¢danh em tao xong, s¢ tao bao thu chon
biét hai ngay khong dam ra duong choi, nhung sau tao
hoi biét rang em tao trai, tao bao né ngay rang dimg co
s0. Tao chi bénh em tao khi nao bi mot dira nhén hon
bat nat thoi. Phai cong bang chir may. Bat cr thé nao
cling bénh no thi nd sinh hu va rat di nita. Vi tao va thay
u tao khong bénh nd, nén n6 ngoan khong dam gay su
vo1 ai, nhung ai gay su vo1 nd, nd cling nhu tao danh
vung tan tan. Tt gi0 may dung c6 nén y vao cau mo
may thi may méi ctr dugc. Théi day xép don céai déng
gio nay di khong ban lam.

- O, nha ho don 1am gi may ?

- Don dé chung minh nam. Gio bira bai thi ban chung
minh trude chtr. Ching minh chic 1a con phai ¢ day
lau. Nha nay nhiéu bo ché va mat ga, néu khong quét
don tir té thi n6 d6t kho chung minh trude.

Vo tén gidc bung phang ngd vao thay hai dira dang
thu don gian buong thi rat 1a bang long. Y dat phang
com 101 goi con luc ay dang ngoi canh ¢ ngoai cua :
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- A Ta Lung, may xem ching né ngoan thé kia kia,
chtr lai nhu may ngu day la vat chan goi bira bon ra ay
a?

A Ta Lung chi dung nhin hai dtra khong néi. Thang
Huan thay vo tén giac coi b tir t€ lién dat choi :

- Thim oi, toi ching toi ngti ¢ san da nay rét lam.
Gia thim ¢6 céi chan cho ching t61 muon. Thim thuong
ching toi.

- Nha khong con thira chin. Nhung dugc dé roi xem.
Cu an com di.

Thang Hoai bay gio da quen song cai doi kho sg, da
quen an ngo nén n6 khong kéu ca nira. Va phai bi di
nhoc mét va ngdy chi c6 hai bita dn, nén no an lai thay
ngon mi¢ng la khac, chir khong nhu ¢ nha, cdi n6 an
cling chang thiy ngon, vi mo nd cho no in qua ca ngay.

Chung n6 an com xong thi vo tén giac dem mot cai
kho tai vao :
- Nha khong c6 chan, nhung cai kho tai nay cling am

lam.

- Thé thim cho phép chung t6i lay that nhiéu cay ngd
kia x€p cao lén nhé.
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- U duoc, cr giai cho nhiéu ma nam. Nam chir c6 mat
di dau. Bé chdc nita, toi bao thang Ta Lung né lay cho
may cai gdc tre, t6i co rét thi dbt, chir dot cdy ngd thi
tén cua toi 1am, lai khong bén ltra. Thoi ctr chiu kho &
day, it ngay nira, nha cac cau dem tién 1én roi thi vé.

Thang Huan nghe vo tén gidc nodi, cam dong qua, nod
chdp tay vai vo tén gidc roi tré thang Hoai ma bao :

- To1 thi khong sao, nhung thér}g na‘l}{ né yéu lam, néu
dém khong c6 Itra thi n6 rét, né6 6m mat.

Vo tén gidc nhin lan da xanh ngat cta thang Hoai :

- N6 1a em cdu day a ?

Thang Huan lic dau

- No la... ban t61. Nhung cling nhu 1a anh em véi to1.

Thang Huan vira xép xong cai 6 bang cay ngd thi
thang Ta-Lung khuin mAy cai gbc tre vao. Thing Ta-
Lung bay gio da nhin chiing né bang mot con mat... bé
ban, chir khong bang con mat khinh khi va tht han cta
budi sang nita. Thang Huan mdc tai minh con mot xu
lién cam dua cho nd :

- Pay tao c6 mot xu cho may, may dung gian chiing
tao nira. Ma may tir t€ vdi ching tao lam co ma.
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Thiang Xa-phang nhin thdy dong xu, mat bdng sang
1én, vi mot déng xu & Bic ky an nhitng bon dong xu
Van-nam. N6 cam voi lay dong xu, ngam nghia mai roi
nhe rang cuoi :

- Tao khong mudn danh ching may bang giy dau,
nhung vi may dap tao nga, tao tlrc qua.

- Tao ciing khong muén dap may, nhung vi may lay
que quat tao, tao cling tirc qua. Nhung thoi, thé 13 bang
nhau rdi, xtr hoa.

Thang Huén noi xong gio tay cho né bat, nhung xa-
phang khong quen cai 16i bat tay, thang Ta-Lung thay
noé gio tay, lai tudong néd doi lay cai gi dé bu véi dong xu,
lién moéc thi lay ra mot qua 1é xanh ron.

Dén luot thang Hoai trong thay qua 1é mat sang 1én.
Thang Huén chua kip cam thi né di giuc :

- Kia né cho, may cam lay.
Thang Huan ludng lu :

- Minh cho n6é mdt xu ma lay 1é cta né thi né cho
minh 1a khong tot.

Thang Ta-Lung thay né chua cam ngo 1a no ché it lai
moc tui lay ra mot qua 1€ nira :
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- Pay tao cho may ca hai.

Thang Huan vi thuong thang Hoai chi cAm lay mot
qua :

- Khong, tao khong muén lay 1é cia may. May dem
cui vao cho tao thi tao «biéu» may mot xu day thoi, chur
cO phai tao doi doi1 lay 1€ cua may dau ? Tao c¢6 biet may
co 1€ dau.

Thang Ta-Lung ct giti qua 1é con lai vao long thang
Huan :

- May cho tao mot xu thi tao cling cho may 18 day.
Cay nha tao nhiéu 1dm, h¢ may muon an ctr bdo tao, tao
lay cho.

Thang Hoai lic bay gio méi doc ca thi ra con tam xu
dua cho thang Huén :

- Pay tao con tdm xu, may c6 muon cho no thi cho di.

Thang Huan boc ca nam xu dit vao tay thang Ta-
Lung :

- Pay la cua ban tao «bi€u» may.

Thang Ta-Lung khong chiu cam :
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- Chung may cho tao hét thi chung may lay gi ma
ticu.

- O, chung tao bj giam ¢ déy thi con tiéu gi dugc nita.
Ban tao cho may, may khong lay thi ban tao gian.

Vura ndi, nd vira cam tdm xu cO nhét vao tii thang
Ta-Lung. Thang Ta Lung phai cam :

- Théi hé c6 ai di chg, tao gii mua banh cho chung
may. Va tur gio chiing may thich gi ctr bao tao.

Thang Huan nhin ra ctra. Lac ay né chi thich doc co
mot thir 1a vé nha, nhung thang Ta Lung lai khong thé
chiéu no6 duoc.

- Chung tao cha thich gi ca. Chung tao chi thich
ching minh ttr gio anh em véi nhau. Va may dung co
gian chung tao nira.

Thang Ta-Lung lay tay vach xudng dat roi lai dit tay
lén chan theo 101 xa-phang thé ngay :

- Tao thé tir gio khong bao gio tao gian chiing may.
Ma tao cling thwong ching may lam. Nhung pa tao
muon c6 tién nén bat chung may day thoi.

k sk ok
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Thang Huén nhin nhitng nét mat ga va bo cho dot tit
khap mat miii va chan tay thang Hoai r61 bao :

- May ctr gii thé xudc ca ra, & day lai ban, khong
khéo ghé mat. May xoa hoi hoi théi va dung gai co
dugc khong ?

- Nhung ngira lam.

Ro61 nhin may con ga mai dang cuc te cuc tac ¢ trén
may cai 0 lam ¢ xa nha :

- Quai, ho lam chudng ga & ngay trong nha.

- Méy nhin ra khe cua kia, chuéng lon, chudng trau
va chuong ngua ciing & trong nha nét. Giéng xa phang
ban c6 tleng Va may cho chung minh, cai budng nay
lai 14 cai budng sach nhat ddy. May cdi 4o ra tao xem
nao.

Nhin thay ldn dé khap nguoi thang Hoai, thang Huan
lo ngai :

- Thé nay thi dén ghé mat thoi, ghé thi kho lam. Bay
gid phai lam thé nao giét quan 4o va tam di mot cai
moi1 duge. Chung mlnh thé 1a mudi mot hom nay khong
dugc tam giat gi roi. Trudc & nha, tao tam va thay quan
40 mot ngay mot lan.
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- Nhung & day khong c6 nudc.

Thang Huan nghi vai l4t roi chay ra khé gii canh ctra.
Thang Ta-Lung van ngo6i canh ¢ ngoai chay vao :

- Cai gi day chung may ?
Thang Huan tré thang Hoai

- Ban tao sap ghé dén noi r61. May c6 thé lam thé nao
cho ching t6i xin it nudc dé tdm va giat quan ao khong?

- Giat quan 4o thi tao giat gitip ching may duoc.
Nhung ching may khong di ra su6i thi lam sao ma tdm
dugc. Va vang huong dau dé€ ma Ie.

- O, tam thi viéc gi phai 1&.
- Khéng 18 thi 6m chét. Cai ma né nhap vao 1am ngay.

Thiang Huan von da biét phong-tuc nguoi xa-phang,
lién bdo :

- Nguoi Viét-Nam khong gidng ngudi Xa-phang dau.
Nguoi Xa-phang ddm bay ndm médi tam mdt 1an maéi
phai 1&, chir ngudi Viét-Nam ngay nao ciing tim khong
can 18.




21 | Gidc Tau Bit Coc Tép 2

Thang Ta Lung nghe ndi thé stng sot :
- May tim lu6n thé ma may khong 6m a ?

- Khong. Trai lai, néu tao khong tam ludn va giit quan
a0 ludn thi tao lai o6m.

- Ky nhi. Tao tir bé dén gio mdi tam c6 mot 1an cach
day ba nam, hoéi ay tao 1én muoi. Ma tao khong muon
cho tao tam, nhung pa tao vi mudn ciing dé mo1 anh em
dén udng rugu nhat dinh bat ma tao phai tdam cho tao.

- Thé may ngay may giat quan 40 mot lan ?

Thang Ta Lung lic dau :

- Ctr mic dén rach thi thoi, chang bao gidr giit ca.

- Thé tat ca nguoi xa-phang déu thé ca a ?

- Thé ca.

- Nguoi Viét-Nam tao thé thi dm chét ngay. Thoi may
kiém cach gi cho ching tao tdm mot lan. Hay xem c6
cai gi xach nudc vao day cho ching tao. U quan 4o

thi may giat ho vay. Khong duoc tim, tao thay ngdt ca
nguoi va ban tao thi sap bi ghé day minh roi kia kia.
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- U dé tao xem. Thé bay glo rnay hay dua quan a0
day dé tao dem giat di. Tao s& lay may cai dng van xach
nudc vé cho chiing may lam. Pay san d4, gidi né troi di,
khong sao.

Thang Hoai vira tho tay vao dng nude thay rét budt
giat minh rat tay lai :

- Tro1 o1, lanh qua. Tao khong quen tam nudc lanh.
O nha, mo tao van sai thang bép dun nudc cho tao tam.

N6 cang khong muodn tdm 1a vi gan hai gio dong ho,
thang Ta Lung dem quan 4o cua no ra suoi giat, no bi
co1 tran da rét [am ro1, mac dau thang Huan da nhuong
ca cai kho tai cho n6 khoac.

Thang Huan thay né s¢ rét khong chiu tam lién nhin

n6 bang mot con mat nghiém khac.

- May xin nhé day khong phai & nha may. Va c6 duoc
nuéc lanh ma tam nhu thé nay cling 13 sung suéng 1am
1am roi.

N6 noi xong gidi nude 1én ngudi rdi bay mot hon da
rap & san ra ky co. Thang Ta Lung démg nhin thay khoi
boc nhu & da nod nha ra, 1& ludi

- Tao thi khong bao gio tao dam tam nhu thé nay.
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Thang Huén ct ky co khong gia nhoi. Dén khi da ky
bo hét ghét va gi01 1én can than, né mo1 quay lai bao
thang Hoai :

- May ma khong tim thi nhd c6 ghé dimg c¢6 nam
canh tao day. Tao khong thich bi lay ghé dau. Bat dau
tor dém nay hai dira nam riéng ra.

Thang Hoai nghe n6 ndi thé hoang sg, vo1 vang chay
lén v& lay Ong nude doc 1én dau, vira doc xong, thi rang
no6 danh dan 12p cap.

Thang Huan véi lay hon d4 ky lai ky co cho no :

- May cling 1a nguoi, tao cling la nguoi, sao tao chiu
duoc. May khong biét thé 1a hén hay sao. Pung run
nita, bung may ct bao 1a khong rét thi ty khac né khong
rét. May mudn bat trude ngudi Xa-phang dé cho nd hoi
ham nhu ct hay sao day ?

Thang Hoai c6 can rang dé khoi run. Ma rdi, nd khong
run nita. Va ciing thay khong rét nita c6 1& vi né bj thoi-
mién boi 101 néi cta thang Huan. Va c6 18 ciing vi thang
Huan ky manh qua, mau chuyén manh. Chi nim phut
sau, n6 thay né bung ca nguoi va khoan khoai.

N6 gio hai tay thang 1én gioi dé cho thang Huan ky
nach ro1 bao :
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- U bay gio tao khong rét nira.

- Khong nhiing khong rét, ma may cling khong ngira
nita. Néu ba hom nita may khong taim va khong giit
quan 4o thi r6i may ciing hoi nhu thang Ta-Lung. Thang
Ta Lung, tao yéu nd lam. Nhung that tao khong yéu
duogc su hoi ham cua nd. May luc nao may cling tuong
nhu may ¢ nha.

Thang Hoai ling thinh nghe né mang. Bén khi no gioi
nhitng giot nuéc cudi cung cho thang Hoai thi thang
Hoai lién nam tay no :

- Thoi tao d3 nghe 101 may roi, may ding... gi tao nira.

- Tao khong gian ai ca, nhung tao rat ghét nhitng dira
o ban. Tao hoc cai tich sach-s€ cua u tao. D1 cho vé la
tam. G101 rét cdt rudt cling tam.

ROi no cho thang Hoai nam lai trén cai 0, goi thang
Ta-Lung gitp n6 xoa khap ngudi va chan tay cho thang
Hoai. Khi nguoi thang Hoai da kho roi, né lién ngoay
mot cai vao ron :

- Thoi bay gio tha ho. Nhd c6 cai ghé thi chung né
cling chét ca ro.
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Thang Hoai budn cuoi khanh-khach ; roi thay nd vui-
veé, thang Hoai n61 bang mot giong than mat :

- Ca1 gi cling quen ca nhi, may nhi.
- Thi han thé. Tinh t6t ciing nhu tinh x4u.

- Tao & day an quen ngd va mudi, v€ nha co I€ tao dén
khong an dugc com trang va thit ca nua.

Thiang Huédn gat gat dau :

- Néu thé thi nhd c6 bi bat coc 1an thi hai, may khong
dén noi kho nhu 1an nay.

- O ai lai mong thé. Lan sau khong bao gio tao dam
di rung nira.

- A tao néi vi-du thé.
Thang Hoai ngdm nghi mot 14t roi lai ngtmg dau 1én :

- Ma bay gi(‘)’ o déy, tao thady khoe manh hon ¢ nha.
Tu bay gid, néu c6 vé nha, tao ciing chi tim nudc 13. Va
tao bat trudc may, cai gi tao ciing lam. Tao thay may cai
gi ciing biét 1am, tao thém qua. Gia khong c6 may lan
nay thi c6 18 tao nguy to. Thoi tdi nay, may ding dom
lira nira. Bé tao thir dom xem c6 dugc khong. Ma tir mai
thi may ctr dé minh tao quét nha don budng, may da biét




Lé Van Trwong | 26

01, con lam lam gi nira.
- Puoc roi.

- Phen nay, tao vé nha, cau mog tao thay tao cai gi
cling biet lam, chac cau mg tao phai giat minh.

- Khong phai vi nha tao ngheo, tao phai lam ma tao
n6i. Nhung dtng thé, sach day khong sai. Su 1am lung
dem lai cho nguoi ta strc khoe that day. Tao trong may
khong c6 yéu nhu trudc nita. Py 1a mot ngay chung
minh quét nha va quay gai gitp ba chu ti ti, chtr gia lam
nhiéu, con khoe nira.

Pén t0i, sau khi com xong, thang Huan ngdi im dé
xem thang Hoai ciing bat trudc dang nhitng cir chi cla
thang Huan, nhung vi né chua 1am bao gid nén tay 1ong
ngéng, dom mai khong chay, va ché mai khong duoc
mot cai goc tre.

Thang Huan néng rudt giang ngay dao :

- May co6 cai bung mudn hoc lam, thé du roi. Nhung
cling phai lam luon n6 mdéi quen tay chan dugc. Thoi
hay ctr dé tao 1am cho né chong c6 lira ma sudi, chtr rét
lam, sau nay may vé nha, may hoc dan. May c6 lam &
day nh¢ loang-choang dao ché phai tay thi nguy to.
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N6 d& lay con dao, roi chi mot loang nd pha duoc
cai goc tre con thanh rnéy chuc manh nho. Roi cho mot
chut cdy ngd xudng, ndé chAm mot cai 13 ltra chay, roi
lira bat vao may céi gdc tre to ngay.

Lra chay ro1, nd xoa tay :

- Pay may xem, 1am quen thi ngon s6t, chtr tao thay
may lam, coi bo vat va 1am. A, may nam nay bao nhiéu
nhi ?

- Tao mudi bon.
- O thé may nhén hon tao nhiing hai tudi co a ?
- U, nhung ma tao kém may nhiéu lam.

- Thi tai cdu mo may giau. May khong phai 1am gi thi
may dung kém tao a ? Nha tao nghe¢o, nhi€u khi u tao
met, tao phai thoi com thay cho u tao ludn.

- Bay gio tao m&i biét bé me giau ciing c6 nhicu cai...
khong... gi may a.

- Nhung néu khong giau thi nhitng ltc nay bi bat cdc,
lay tién dau ma chudc.

- A, néu nha tao ngheo thi gidc no lai khong bat.
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Thang Huan nghi mat 1at, r61 mudn an i ban, no6 bao:

- Khong phai thé ? Sao nha tao nghéo ma cudp né
cling bat.

- Thi nd bat tao roi tién thé nd bat may.

Ta khong c6 thé noi rang thang Hoai thich duoc bat
coc va thich ¢ day mai. Nhung bay gio no6 thay vui vui
chtr khong buon khé nhu nhitng ngay dau.

Mbi ngdy n6 thay nd yéu va phuc thang Huin hon
lén. Bay gid né da khong nhin thang Huan bang con
mat cua thud trude. N6 thay thang Huan hon né nhiéu
thtr, nhitng thir dac dung cho cudc doi ma tién khong
thé mua dugc. Ludn ludn, nd san lay thang Huan roi
bao :

- T nay ching minh s€ anh em khong bao gio roi
nhau nghe khong ? Tao c6 bi bat coc nhu thé nay, tao
m&i biét may giéi hon tao nhiéu. Khong c6 may thi tao
dén chét mat. Nhung luc ndy khong c6 may thi du cu
mo tao giéu, tao cling bi kho nhu thuong, cau mo tao
cling khong lam gi dugc cho tao cd. Ma may thi giup
ich cho tao duoc nhiéu.

Vi c6 nhitng tu tuéong va cam giac nhu thé cho nén
sau khi da bi giam hon hai muoi1 ngay, mot budi trua,
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thiang Ta-Lung vao bao no :
- C6 18 t6i nay chung may duoc tha vé, ching may a.
No cling chi mung xoang thoi.
Thang Ta-Lung noi xong, nam tay thang Huén :
- Chung may vé thi tao nhé lam.
Thang Huan ngoi dich lai gan thang Ta Lung :

- Nhung chiing tao khong thé ¢ day mai. Thay u chiung
tao mong cho chung tao chong vé. Chung tao vé con dé
di hoc. Nhung sao may biét ?

- Sang hom nay, tao thdy «pa» tao sai ngudi ra ap gidi
de lay tién. Chi€u nay «pa» tao vé thi mai ching may
duoc tha.

- Thé c6 nguoi dén day don ching tao a ?

- Khong, «pa» tao sai nguoi dua chung may ra ap
g161 161 nguoi nha ching may don chung may & day.

NoO ndi xong vung chay ra vuon chay nam sau qua 1€
vao :

- Chung may c6 vé thi 1au 1au nhé dén tao nghe khong?
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Thang Ta Lung ndi xong tra nudc mat. Thang Hudn
an 1€ xong doc hét ca bi, quay va cac thir tranh anh & tai
ra dua cho thang Ta Lung :

- Pay tao cho may hét nhimng thir nay. Hoai cling dbc
ra cho hét no di.

Thang Ta-Lung man-mé nhiing hon bi, nhitng con
quay ma nd da choi voi thang Huan, thang Hoai bao
nhiéu lan roi va khoc :

- Nhung chiing may di rdi thi tao con choi voéi ai. O
day c6 dura nao biét choi nhitng thir nay.

* sk ok

Pang ntra dém thi thang Huan va thang Hoai bi ddnh
thirc day. Va tén tudng giac vudt toc ching no :

- Théi cac con gi6 day ro1 di vé nha.

Thang Ta Lung theo sau me, khoc rung rirc. Thang
Huan 6m c6 no :

- Thoi may durng khoc nira. Ching tao di cling nhd
may lam. May tr t€ vdi chiing tao bié€t 1a bao nhiéu.

RO1 s€ n61 tham vao tai :
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- Chung tao khong ghét thay may dau.

Vo tén tuong gidc dua cho hai dira may cai banh ngd
va ndm qua triang ludc :

- Pay, di duong co6 doi thi cac con an. Sang sdém mai
cac con s€ gap nguoi nha.

Thang Ta Lung thi dua cho ching nd mot chyc trai
1€, nhung vi tai day qua, chung no6 chi lay c6 bon qua.

Tén tho phi dua ching né di sudt dém, ré1 dén tang
sang trdo mdt con duong dudi chan nti ma bao :

- Chung may ctr xudng con duong kia, di vé phia tay
phai thi tu khac gap nguoi nha.

Tén tho-phi n61 xong, 1an vao rung mat.

Hai dtra trong theo khong thay tén tho phi dau méi ra
nhau r€ cay di xuong.

Di xudng dén duong cai, nhin trude nhin sau khong
thay ai, thang Huan sung sot :

- O hay, n6 bao gip nguoi nha, sao tao chiang thay
nguoi nha dau. Hay 1a n6 bé chiing minh day dé chung
minh tim duong veé 1ay.
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- Khéng phai. Chac 1a ngudi nha ching minh cé di
d6n chir. N6 bao chiing minh ct di vé phia nay ma. No
duoc tién roi, noi dbi chung minh 1am gi ? Mat né tuy
ac, nhung vo no tir té.

- Ma con no cling tu t€ nira.

- U thang Ta Lung n6 nhé chung minh lam. Bay gio
chiing minh ct d1, d1 vé phia nay.

Chiting n6 theo dudng nui diy diéu bam chom nhiing
da ma di, di mai, di td1 lic mat gior moc cao ma chua
gap nguoi nha.

Thang Hoai di thiy so hai. Thang Huan lién béo no :

- May ctr tin n6 khong néi doi minh. N6 néi doi dé
lam gi.

ROi thay d6i, né ra thang Hoai lai ngdi trén mot tang
da, gi6 banh va trimg ra an. Chung n6 dang an thi vut
trong thay may ngum 0 tit dang xa kia di lai. Chang né

ri 1én mot tiéng, roi quang ca banh va tring chay lai.

% %k ok
Ong ba Loi-Thinh dinh-ninh rang s& gap dira con yéu

quy cua minh xanh nhu cai tau 1a va gay nhu cai que
cui, budce di chang muon noi.
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Pén khi thay thang Hoai manh khoe, ong ba ming
quynh, 6m con vao long khéc rung rirc,

Khoc théa tim long thuong nhé r6i, ba Loi-Thinh
moi1 héi con :

- Con ¢ day c6 kho s& khong ?
Thang Hoai vira hon vao mat me vura bao :

- Con chang kho sé ti nao ca. Con lai con hoc... lam
duoc nhiéu cai la khac.

- Con hoc lam duogc nhirng gi ?

- Con hoc lam duoc nhiéu thtr 1am. Bé vé nha ro1 con
noi1 anh Huan anh ay day con.

Roi tut khéi canh tay me, n6 chay lai nam tay thang
Huan kéo lai gan b6 me minh :

- Py anh Huén day. Anh ay thuong con lam. Tir nay
con vo1 anh ay la anh em. Anh ay gi6i hon con nhiéu
Jam.

R61 n6 ghé sat vao tai thang Huan :

- Ttr nay, tao vo1 may khong roi nhau mot budce, nghe
khong.
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Lai c¢éi khuy 4o gio cho me xem :

- Khéng c6 anh 4y thi con ghé khap ca ngudi ay. Con
khong ghé 1a nho ¢6 anh ay tam cho con.

Ba Loi-Thinh thay con tuoi tinh s& ghé vao tai chong:

- Quai, no b1 bat c6c thé ma sao té1 xem ra nd nhanh
nhen va khée khoan hon khi ¢ nha.

Ong Loi-Thinh nhin con chum chim cudi gat gat dau.




