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THO ZUHAIR ABU SHAYIB

Thi si Palestine. Sinh 1958 tai Dayr al-Ghusun. Tét
nghiép ct* nhan van chwong tai dai hoc Yarmouk &
Jordan. Hai tdc phdm &n ban: Dja Ly Cda Gid va
Nghi Van, 1986, va Nhirng Tinh Hubng.1987.

Tho 6ng trinh bay kinh nghiém sau sac cia nguoi
dan Palestine, chia sé nhirng khoé dau cua dan toc,
va dbi khang véi bat cong. Ong tré thanh mét trong
nhirng nha tho dwong dai day hira hen.

Nhirng Cdu Héi Tao Con Sét

Con bao lau nira cac nguoi tw phinh pho
vét thuong dién dai
bang hinh tuong Vuon Treo Babylon?

Con bao lau nira cac nguoi kién tri
cho dan ngwa dén day
va trang reeng
téa sang
Cac nguoi, quan tai vo toi kia cua ai
treo trong ctra s6?

Con bao lan nira
cac nguoi tri hodn chura chiu viét



dé giam cam déi mat trong may mu?

Fever of Questions

For how long will you amuse your
wild wound
with images of the Hanging Gardens?

And for how long will you remain patient for horses
to come

and the jungle moon

to shine

You, whose innocent coffin

hangs in the window?

For how long

will you postpone writing

and imprison your eyes in a cloud?

(Ban Anh ngir: May Jayyusi va Jeremy Reed.)

Tty Pao

Nguoi ta tim thdy anh ay

xanh don, sang ngovi, gitka cénh déng.
Khi kéo tay anh lén
c0 bén dwdi hoa thanh trai tim

Nguoi ta ké:
hat lua mi né béng dwdi tay ao.
Nguoi ta ké:
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Dan chim mang mau anh
bay tim c6 em ho yéu dau.
Anh sé tré vé
cung ndi liva tré hoa
tran ngap lai sika trong déi vi me.

Khi ho tim thdy anh xanh mau &nh séng
kham liém anh bang ngan nu hoa héng,
tréi bau troi réng dat anh nam 1én dé

réi gbi dau anh 1én mét trovi.

Martyr

They found him

luminous, green, in the field.

When they raised his hands

the grasses under them had turned to hearts.

It is said:

wheatstalks bloomed beneath his sleeves.
It is said:

The birds carried his blood

to his beloved cousins.

He shall return

blossoming with volcanoes

and fill again his mother's breasts.
When they found him green as light
they shrouded him with rose buds,
they spread out the sky to lay him on
and made the sun his pillow.

(Ban Anh ngr: May Jayyusi va Naomi Shihab Nue.)



C6 Thé X3y Ra

Ttr nguén anh séng nao
ngay hién than?
Tréi dat da tw lam gi, treo lo lifng
Bién c6 thé nao bi héa hoan?
Béng énh sang nao
ta di trén duong dén rang dong?
Am ba c6 thé chiu dung
mubi mén cé thé chiu dung
bubi séng, nhw vién dan, cd thé chiu dung
Hay dtrng chén, héi anh cao Ién banh trai
chiing ta di ttr mau minh dén mau dén toc
nhung chwa bao gicr dén noi
da chay trén méu cda chung ta
dé bi bao vay va truy na.
Thuong tich mang trong hanh trang
chiu dwng nhirng gi sdp xay dén
trong khi vuerot dai duong.
C6 thé chiu dung tr vong
c6 thé chiu dung cam ling
c6 thé chiu dung bubi séng, nhuw vién dan.

Probabilities

From what source of light
does the day occur?
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Does the earth propitiate itself
and the seas catch fire?
By what light
do we shell the roads until daybreak?
And the sound is bearable
and the salt is bearable
and the morning, like the bullets, is bearable.
Stop, you tall, handsome one
we pass from our blood to our blood
and never arrive
and take flight to our blood
and siege pursues us
The wound in our suitcases
bears our features
while it is carried by sea.
And death is bearable
and silence is bearable
and the morning, like bullets, is bearable

(Ban Anh ngir: May Jayyusi va Jeremy Reed.)



Poan Luan
Gia Tri Thoi Gian Ca Nhan
Ngu Yén

1. Vai tro cta thoi gian.
Thoi gian cda mét ngwoi la mét dong vo hinh
nhwng cé that, dong khung nguwoi do tir luc sinh ra
cho dén khi chét. Sy vo6 hinh nay dwoc y thic
chirng nhan. Mét loai vd hinh thwc té, & gitra vo
hinh thwc sw va vat chéat cu thé.
Dong théi gian ca nhan hién dién nhw mét cai nén
kéo dai, trén do, con ngwoi sinh hoat, tw duy, vui
budn, swéng khd, thanh céng, that bai ... cho dén
lic hap héi. Dong thdi gian c& nhan déng vai tro
quan trong cho mdi nguoi vi kha nang nbi lién tat
ca nhirng gi tao thanh tiéu s ctia nguoi d6 va kha
nang lién két véi nhirng dong thoi gian ca nhan
khac nhw dong thoi gian ctia vo quén quit véi dong
thoi gian cta chdng, ctia me cha, cla con chau, va
cua xa hoi...
Hau hét ngwoi binh thwong cho rang, gia tri cha
thoi gian ndm & chd “mat’. Thoi gian da qua,
khéng thé tré lai. Anh huéng truc tiép cta thdi gian
la qua khir. Nhwng vwot qua cai “mét,” gia tri cao
hon cla thoi gian 1a “trao dbi.” Hiéu qua trwc tiép
cla thoi gian la cé hanh phuc hay khong.
Day Ia mét cach an du vé gia tri cha thoi gian: M6
ngwdi sinh ra dwoc cung cap déng déu mét tui tién,
nhwng khoéng thé dém, khong thé biét c6 bao nhiéu.
Twv I vira lot long me cho d@én khi hap héi, méi
ngay, moi ngudi chi dwoc phép tiéu pha mot dong,
chi mét ddng, du mudn nhiéu hon ciing khoéng cé.

8
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Néu nguoi nao khéng biét dung tién dé 1am gi, tw
dong, déng tién ciing bién mat. Vi méi ngay chi s&
hiru mot déng, khong ai giau nghéo hon ai. Tui tién
dé la chirng minh sy binh dang nhat ma con ngudi
da mang theo trong s ménh cta ho. Nhuwng xét vé
viéc tiéu tién, ho lai khéng binh dang, méi nguoi
khac nhau. C6 nguwdi chi méi dung vai dong, tai
tién da can. Tham chi, cé tré so sinh chua kip
dung, tGi da tréng khoéng. Theo lich st nhan loai,
cho dén nay, 2021, c6 tai lieu ghi nhan nhw
Geronfology Research Group va Guinness Worl
Records, nguoi tiéu pha nhiéu tién nhét la ba
Jeanne Calment (*),da st dung 44,694 doéng. Vé
phia dan 6ng, tuy nang déng va phung phi, nhwng
nguwoi chi tiéu Ién nhat, 6ng Jiroemon Kimura, chi
xai 42,394 ddng.

Néu mot déng 1a mot ngay. Nguwdi séng 1au nhét 1a
ba Calment, nguoi Phap, 44, 694 dbng, tirc 12 122
nam va 164 ngay. Con 6ng Kimura cé doi séng 116
nam 54 ngay.

Cau chuyén an du trén cho thay khai niém vé trao
doi cua thoi gian.

2, Nghé thuat song
la trao doOi voi thoi gian.
Trwéce khi di sdu vao chi tiét trao dbi, ching ta can
phan biét hai loai thoi gian: thdi gian ca nhan va
thoi gian v tru. Thoi gian vi tru bat dau tir luc v
tru ra doi cho dén khi vi tru bi hay diét. Dong thoi
gian nay bao gbém thoi gian nhan loai, thei gian lich
str, thoi gian xa hdi, thdi gian tap doan, ma thoi
gian ca nhan chi 1a mét phan nhd, rat nhd, trong do.
Twong twa nhw mot gidy ddng hd trong hang ty thé
ky. Tuy trong ly thuyét L& den (the black hole) cta

9



Stephen Hawking da ching minh, th&i gian va tru
sinh ra tir ltc Big Bang phat nd va chdm dut khi di
qua 16 den. Sau do thoi gian sé bat dau tré lai nam
dau tién, nam sé mét. Nhwng chirng minh nay dung
hay sai khong &nh hwdng truc tiép dén thoi gian ca
nhan. Thai gian nay chi quan trong dbi véi nguoi
cwu mang né va nhirng ngudi co lién hé giao tiép.

Nhw vay, mét ngwei dung mét khoang theéi gian
nhat dinh, bi bat budc phai trao déi, nén trao
déi thi gi va trao doéi nhw thé nao, dé doi séng
tién gan hanh phic?

o Gia tri cta thoi gian la vo gia. Khong ai ¢
thé tim lai thoi gian da mét. Va thoi gian sé ty dong
mat. Mot ngay qua di la mét ngay khéng bao gior co
lai. Dién tién nay binh dang déi v&i moi ngudi, vua
cling nhw dan, trédng cling nhw den, ngudi gia ciing
nhw con tré, ngwoi khoé cling nhw ngudi bénh.

. Gi4 tri thoi gian khi trao ddi lai khéng giéng
nhau. Sy khac biét da dang va cach biét. Vi du,
cung mét gi®, bac si co thé kiém 300 dong, trong
khi ngudi phu the chi kiém dwoc 10 déng.

o Gia tri thoi gian bi anh hwéng bdi nhirng
dinh luat tw nhién va cta xa hoi, Vi du nhv mwa
b&o, nhiém trling, bénh tat, tai hoa... va cta xa hoi
nhw luat phap, chinh thé, ndi quy céng ty va nhirng
rang budc bat thanh van nhw tap quan, théi quen...
o Gia tri thoi gian bi chi phdi bdi tinh ngau
nhién. Ngau nhién tuyét déi hay xéc suét, hay dinh
ménh? Viéc nay chuwa ai g|a| quyet mot cach khoa
hoc. Vi vay, c& tam dong ¥, ngau nhién chi phéi gia
tri thoi gian béi nhivng bat ngo.

Trinh bay moét sb yéu td vé gia tri thoi gian cho thay
thoi gian ca nhan la mét thi gi dac biét, cao qui,
khong thé thay thé ma binh thuwéng ching ta
thwong l1ang quén, phung phi, hodc trao dbi voi
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nhitng thlr qua ré, nhirng thir cé gia tri thap, khién
cho d&i séng thua 16, thiét thoi, thiéu hanh phic ma
khéng biét.

Tré vé cau chuyén an du. Néu méi ngay mbi nguoi
chi c6 va phai tiéu pha mot dong thoi glan neu
khong xai cling sé mat, chang phai mét ngum khén
ngoan sé muon dung cai von cao quy ctia minh dé
trao dbi, mua ban, véi nhitng the co gia tri ding
hang th hai, thir ba, thir mwai.... khéng 1& mua lay
nhwng thr & hang mét tram, mét ngan? Vi du: mét
ngwoi dung thoi gian trong mét ngay dé danh bai,
ca do thi gia tri s& khéng bang mét ngudi khac vui
choi v&i vo con subt mét ngay. Vi du: mét ngudi
str dung sau thang dé ké hoach buén stng khuéch
dai chién tranh, thi gia tri thoi gian cta 6ng khéng
bang mot nguwoi di lam hang ngay trong sau thang,
kiém tién nudi gia dinh va git» guong may xa hoi
hoat ddng. Chua k&, néu cé ngudi khac, trong sau
thang do, da nghién cu khoa hoc hoac van
chwong cho lgi ich chung.

Du biét hay khéng, gia tri thdi gian c& nhan van
dirng hang nhat. Nhirng the tw gia tri tiép theo cla
moi nguwdi khac nhau theo dinh luat: Hanh phic
cua nguwoi nao la do nguwoi dé tw chon.

Mbi ngudi do sé& thich va s& hoc, clng véi gido
duc gia dinh va truyén thdng dan téc, ma chon lwa
gia tri trong d&i séng khac nhau. C6 nguwdi chon
coéng danh, c6 ngwdi chon tién bac, c6 nguwdi chon
gia dinh... Nhirng th tw cang xudng thap, cang roi
vao bong tdi. Nhirng gia tri nhw c& bac, hat xach, di
diém ... 1a nhirtng cép bac khéng co gia tri gi bao
nhiéu. C6 gia tri cao, gia tri trung binh, gia tri thap
va vo gia tri.

Sé& cé nguoi hoi rang, lam sao dé dinh gia tri the
nay hon the kia? M&i ngudi co sé thich riéng, co

11



ton gido riéng, co kiéu séng riéng, lam sao thay gia
tri giong nhau, du chi trong mdc dé twong tya?

3. Sinh Tén va Thang Hoa.

Nguoi ta thwong néi, phai biét chon viéc gi quan
trong dé lam, vi mét nguwdi khéng cé da thoi gio dé
lam hét moi viec ma nguoi d6 mudn. Quan diém
nay hoan toan dung trén ly thuyét. Khi thwc hanh,
sé vap cau héi: Nhw thé nao |a viéc quan trong?
Chon lwa m&c d6 quan trong theo tiéu chuan nao?
Phai chang doi sébng con nguoi la di tim hanh
phtc? Néu vay, Phai chang nén chon lam nhiing gi
c6 hiéu qua tién gan dén hanh phic?

Hanh phuc tuy cé nhiéu cach hiéu va trai qua kinh
nghiém khac nhau, c6 thé néi 1a tiy vao méi nguoi,
nhwng truy lung dén ngon nganh, hanh phuic phai
héi da hai diéu kién: c6 y nghia va cé cam tinh. C6
thé giai thich chi tiét hon, hanh phuc ludn luén dinh
kém theo sy hiru ich va cdm giac t6t dep tao ra
sung swéng kéo dai thanh binh an. Trong d&i séng
hang ngay, nguwoi ta thwdng dung chir va nghia
hanh phic mét cach cau tha. Téi xem phim. thay
mot nhan vat ban giét tuyén bd réng, anh ta cam
thdy hanh phuc khi giét ngudi. D6 khéng phai la
cam giac hanh phuc, chi la cadm giac théa man sau
khi bao thu hoac sau khi thi hanh dw&i dong lwc
tam ly bénh hoan. Sung swéng va hanh phuc ciing
thwong xuyén bi 1dm 1an. Sung swéng chi [a mot
phan cta hanh phdc. Sung swéng chuwa phai la
hanh phuc.

Y nghia cta hanh phuc c6 thé xac dinh mét trong
ba tiéu chuan hodc ca ba:

e Sinh ton: Ban nang sinh ton la ly do khién
con ngudi s chét, Bat ky trong tinh hudng

12
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nao, con nguwdi cling sé tan hét sirc minh
dé sdng sot. Néu cé thé sbéng con, cé thé
tén tai, c6 thé khoé manh, d6 1a y nghia can
ban cua hanh phuc.

e Vi sw sbng cla mot ngwdi co gidi han nén
ban nang sinh tén kéo dai bang sinh san.
Chtrc nang sinh san tao ra tinh yéu, tinh
phu mau, tinh con céi. Va can phai sinh ra
tai san dé sinh séng va nudi dwéng... Sinh
hoat nay dwa dén sy bao vé va dau tu tai
san dang co. Thanh dat va s& hiru nhirng
thir nay tao cho hanh phuc cé y nghia.

e Ban nang sinh tén khéng chi dé séng qua
ngay, ma muén sinh ton phai vwon lén dé
tranh tai hoa diét vong trong twong lai. Ban
nang thdng hoa khién con ngudi lam cho
doi sbng tlr vat ly dén tinh than, méi ngay
mdi tét dep hon. Thang hoa tao y nghia cho
hanh phuc,

Khi dat dwgc y nghia hanh phdc, tw nhién sé cé
cam giac sung swong, hai long, binh an. Tuy nhién,
néu nhi*ng cam giac nay dén tir nhivng thtr khéng
thudc vé ba loai y nghia hanh phac néu trén, hoac
dén tlr sw qua do, vuot 1én cac ban nang sinh ton,
sinh san, thang hoa, sé khong phai la hanh phuic
that sy, D6 chi la cdm giac cla troc phl’J s® khanh,
tdi pham, lam quyén, tha loi, ... tir “cai t6i” da san
si mu quéng.

Th tw gia tri ctia doi sdng dwoc sép xép theo mirc
do tao ra hanh phac. Méi nguwdi sé cd bwe thang
khac nhau va cwdng dd hanh phudc khac biét trong
khi danh gia déi séng. Diém nhén, buc thang va
cwdng do thay dbi theo s& hoc, s& thich,hoan canh
xa hoi va sy bién chuyén cta tam ly. Vi du: Déi voi
Khdng t&r va Socrates, sau gia tri thoi gian la gia tri
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cha nhirng gi ndm trong pham vi thang hoa. Ho lay
thdi gian trao déi s& hoc, trao ddi sinh hoat gilp
nhitng nguoi khac tién bo, hiéu biét thém. Vi du:
Mét ngudi vo dung thoi gian trao déi niém vui lam
vo, lam me, 1am ba ngoai, phat trién sinh tén va
bao vé di san, nguwoi vg d6 c6 hanh phic du trai
qua nhirng cdm giac budn sau, that vong, lo au.

4. Nghé thuat dung thei gian trao dbi.

Ong Hitler dung thai gian trao d6i mot hé Iy twéng
va tao chién tranh, giét Do Thai va tan sat nhan
sinh. Téi chac rang éng c6 cam giac sung swdng
khi thang tran, nhung 6ng khéng thé c6 hanh phuc.
Téi tin rang Chua va Phat déu c6 hanh phuc, cho
du d&i séng chdm dit nhw thé nao, ho da trao ddi
thoi gian ca nhan dé tu tap, rao giang nhirng tr bi,
bac ai, yéu thwong, giup do... thuéc vao pham vi
thang hoa.

Dé tiép can hanh phuc, chi c6 thé tiép can, vi
khéng bao gi¢ c6 dwoc hanh phic hoan toan, mot
ngwdi can phai dung thoi gian ca nhan & hang nhéat
va trao déi nhirng thi c6 gia tri & nhirng hang tiép
theo, hang nhi, hang ba .... hang mwoi, nhwng
dwng trao déi v&i hang 50,,, 100... Nhitng nguoi
quanh nam rwou ché c& bac, lam sao cé hanh
phuc, cho du ho ¢é nhiéu phat gidy bay béng vi say
swa hodc tring nhiéu tién.

D7 nhién, nhitrng ai c6 tri tué va kinh nghiém séng
déu biét r6, hanh phic khéng phai la bai toan.
Khéng thé sé& hivu nhw vat cu thé. Hanh phuc truéc
hét 14 cdm giac vé tinh trang séng, vuot cao hon,
la tinh than. Hanh phlc dai lau thudc vé trang théi
tinh than. B4t ky thir gi vé hinh nhw thoi gian, tinh
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than, du dwgc xac nhan thyc té van la vo hinh.
Nghta Ia bi an, con nhiéu diéu chwa hiéu ro.

Hanh phic khéng dén mét minh. Luén luén kéo
theo mét sb cadm giac phu nhw chan nan, buén rau,
dau khd ...v...v... Mét ngwoi hanh phic khdng cé
nghia 14 khéng dau khd, khéng budn rau. Mién 13
nhirng cam giac phu nay khong kéo dai va I&n hon
trang thai hanh phdc. Khi mgt cam giac phu kéo
dai, sé trung hoa trang thai hanh phdc va hanh
phuc sé gidm dan. Dén mét luc, hanh phic sé bién
méat. Trang thai cla cdm giac phu sé& tr& thanh
chinh yéu hién dién trong doi séng ctia mot ngudi.
Ngu&i d6 mat hanh phc.

Ngu Yén.

Ghi:

(1) Ba Jeanne Calmen sinh 1875, qua
doi 1997, tho 122 ndm 164 ngay. Méi nam
la 365 ngay, Nhw vay, 22 nam la 44,530
ngay, Tong sb ngay cla ba sbng la 44,694.
(2) Ong Jiroemon Kimura sinh 1897,
qua doi 2013, tho 116 nam 54 ngay. Téng
sb ngay 1a 42,394.
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Khi t6i vira 14 tudi, di toi
dan di an trwa roi ndi:
Alexis Rhone Fancher

Ngu Yén dich
(Trich, The Best American Poetry 2016, trang34.)

Khéng bao lau nira, chdu sé cé vi. Ném sé moc
1én bo ngure phang phiu chén bai min.

Con trai sé xuét hién, ban cung Iép, hodc con éng
lam vuon.

Chén héi bu quanh. Nhirng con mét ndu deo theo
rao riét.

Cha me khéng wa céu ay, ké quy quai,
ké trén hoc, ké Iéu I6ng giita dém lang bat.

Ban than xem cau khéng ra gi.
Nhung céu dy danh cap tdm tw cua chau,

D& khac tén cau vao trai tim dd rwe chua?

Quén nhau vung vé nu hén déu khéng dung thoi
mé dai.

Céu cdm trai ngu ngoai civa s6, du dé ri ré
cho chau Ién tréo ra, roi cam bay dang cho tinh t,
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Cwr tién t6i, cam db cau bang may mo quyén r.
Nam xubng ghé sau trong xe Ford trén dinh
Mulholland (%),

xuc déng hoa méat, miéng cdu khéng roi dinh v,
nhirng ngén tay tén tho' tung hirng hang hen thé.

Chéng bao lau céu ltra dbi chuyén sang yéu em
chau

c6 em déa c6 lan thuong chi nhét trén doi.

(*) Mulholland: Con duwong & phia tay clia Los
Angeles va quéan Ventura, chay quanh nui, mang
tén Mulholland Highway. Noi thwéng dung dé déng
phim, quay video, va xuét hién trong tiéu thuyét.

Alexis Rhone Fancher
Lam tho, viét truyén, chup anh...

Nam 2018 doat giai The Pagolin
Prize vé thi ca, Tho van xuét hién
trén cac van dan nhuv Rattle, Verse
Daily, Vox Popull, Slipstream,
Plume, The Pedestal Magazine ...

Hién dang séng v&i chdng va con
& San Pefro, California
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When | turned fourteen, my mother's
sister took me to lunch and said:

soon you'll have breast. They'll mushroom on your
smooth chest land mines.

A boy will show up, a schoolmate, or the gardener's
son.

Pole-cat around you. All brown-eyed persistence.

He'll be everything your parents hate, a smart
aleck,

a dropout, a street racer on the midnight prowl.

Even your best friend will call him a loser.
But this boy will steal your reason, have you

writing his name inside a scarlet heart, entwined
with misplaced passion and a bungled first kiss.

He'll bivouac beneath your window, sweet-talk you
until you sneak out into his waiting complications,

Go ahead, tempt him with your newfound glamour.

Tumble into the backseat of his Ford at the top of
Mulholland,

18
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flushed with stardust, his mouth in a death-clamp
on your nipple,

his worshipful fingers scatting sacraments on your
clit.

Soon he will deceive you with your younger sister,
the girl who once loved you most in the world.

From Ragazine.
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Nha Van Lao Thanh
Ngu Yén

Khi nguoi viét dwoc tang tén maoi:

“nha van lao thanh.”

Cé nghia:

ong rat co don,

gan nhw bj xua dubi.

Gidi viét tré tuy cung kinh nhwng lanh xa.
Nha van gia nhw cdy moc ¢l chén dudi dat,
bén trén canh la xac xo.

Gioi viét gia

da sb qua doi.

Mot sé it sét lai gibng nhw ca sf.

Khi phéng van, khen nhau khéng tiéc Ioi,.
vé nha

chéng bao gi® nghe nhau hat.

Nha van lao thanh nhw trai keo chin mui,
trén dinh cay nhiéu gai

khong ai mét cong leo hai.

Che gi6 Ién, 6ng phai tw 1t minh,

rung xudng.

C6 ai lwgm chwa?
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Mubn viét nén viét luc tré.

Khi khéng can doc gia nhwng can tinh nhan.
Nguoi viét tré ludn ludn mubn lam sw phu.
Tw nhién théi,

khéng can phai tranh gianh.

Tw nhién théi,

khi gia da

sé tré nén 1o thanh.

Lo thanh & i, nghia: tudi cao thanh twu.
Khéng han nhw vay,

50 thanh & 3% nghia: théc Iua cii che cing

Ghi:

Chir “Thanh” trong tt qién Han Nom, Chir thir nam
theo thi tw tr trén xudng.
https://hvdic.thivien.net/hv/th%C3%A0nh
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Phiém Luan

Khen Ché
Khéng Mat Tién Mua.

Ngu Yén

Anh ban thi si, Nguyén Ba Trac, cho t6i mét |
khuyén, khi méi vira bwédc chan vao xdm van
chwong. Anh noi: -“Ai khen minh, du khéng dung,
ciing vui. Néu khen dung, lai cang vui hon. Ai ché
minh, du khéng ding, ciing buén. Néu ché ding,
lai cang bubn hon.” That |a chi li. Téi c6 hang tram
kinh nghiém vé chuyén nay. Trong cac loai ché, loi
Vo' ché 1a dau dén nhét, lwu trir 1au dai nhéat, théng
thwong la dang nhat. Néu biét stra ddi nhirng gi vo
ché, nhitng ngudi dan dng dé déu trd thanh thién
tai. Con l&i vo khen thi sao? Dé phong, sép tén
tién.

Toéi thwéng gap nhirtng nguwoi hay tuyén bb: “Néu
khen ding nén té vé khiém nhuwong. Néu ché dung,
phédi nhan ma sira sai.” Ly thuyét nay chi dé nd, it
khi hiru hiéu. Pa sd nhitng ai néi diéu trén, ho
thuéc thanh phan mang mét na. Nhirng ai tin twéng
|&i khuyén trén, thuéc vao hang nhe da.

Cé Ié xa hdi nao ciing vay, riéng trong xa hoi Viét,
I&i khen, 1&i ché la hai thir dwoc sir dung blra bai
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nhét. Tiép theo la sy dap tra, phan hoi ctia i khen
ché, cling cau tha khong kém. D6i khi, trd' thanh
khoc liét va thu han dai dang.

Gé&p nhau ngoai dwdng ho&c vao chén déng ngudi,
chung ta thwong nghe, dan 6ng khen dan ba: -
“Hém nay cé dep qua.” Cau tra 1&i thong thudng e
then mot cach sung swong, tuy tw chdi nhe nhang,
ma cam chat khéng tha: -“Anh qué khen,” hodc “troi
oi, hém nay em tring s6.” Nhitng cb quen thudc
chién trwong, tién phao hau ngan, sé vira tra loi,
vra bao déng: -“Em ma dep gi, vo anh mdéi dep,”
ho&c “em dep sao bang chi.”

Phu nlr khen phu nir dep, gidi, cé tai, mac thoi
trang dung diéu, trang strc dac tién ... la 1oi 1&
théng dung nhw méi lan gié thdi hoa lung lay. Nhat
la khi miéng khen, mat nhin noi khac, nghia 1a,
rung cay khong ché trai rung. Hau hét thé loai nay
dwoc xép va hang lich sy va xa giao. Nip sau binh
phong |1& phép, tha hd néi nguoc. Téi da tirng nghe
mot coé khen ¢ kia, hoi bi & kim: -“Anh mat chi mo
mang qua.”

Nhwng diém nhan & day la viéc khen qué 1o trude
mat nhau, sau d6, quay lwng, ban tan; tré vé nha,
goi dién thoai; ché khéng tiéc 1&i. Nhw thé nguoi
khen kia la ai xa la khac va nguwdi bi ché nhuw ké
thu. C6 diéu gi nguoc ngao, bubn cwdi, cay déng,
kho giai thich.

D6 |4 chwa ké nhirng 161 khen lwdi cau dé& nhir moi,
I>i khen lw®i hai d& mac ruét, 1&i ché giang hoa dé
vu khdng, I&i ché nhan chim dé minh dwoc trdi [én.
Rumi noéi: “Im lang la ngén ng& cta Chua, con
nhirng loi khac la loi dich sai, dich d¢.” (Silence is
the language of God, all else is poor translation.)

Trong thuc té, ngay nao con miéng lwdi, ngay do
con l&i khen ché. Ban chat cia khen ché khéng
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phai té hai, nhw con dao giup cho viéc gia chanh
thém tét dep, nhwng cé ngudi lai dung dé dam sau
lwng. Néu khen dung chd, ché dung diéu, muc dich
va hiéu qua cla khen ché rét can thiét trong doi
séng.

Phai chang quan diém trén dwa dén pham chat va
thdm my cla trung thuc? I&i khen ché trung thuc
c6 tham my? Loi khen ché trung thwe hay va dep?

Khi bd di nhitng muc dich nhw ninh be, lay long,
khoén khéo, truc lgi, ghét bd, ganh ty, am muwu ... 1&i
khen ché sé xuét hién it hon va chinh xac hon.
Khéng can phai néi ra sw that. vi chang c6 ai biét rd
sy that d& noi, nhwng mdi ngwdi khi néi, sé tw biét
minh c6 trung thwc hay khéng.

Cb nhan c6 cau, danh lwdi bay 1an truéc khi noi.
Du danh Iw&i vai chuc lan, néu khang trung thuc thi
drng ndi. Bau co ai bat minh pha| khen hodc ché.
Im 13ng va cudi cau hué la du roi. Than ai ¢ anh
mat, thién cdm noi mim cwdi, dau can phat ngén.
Phat thanh btra bai thdng thuwong nhu phun nwéc
miéng vao nguwdi khac, sau d6 tw phun nwéc mleng
vao minh va nhan thém nwéc miéng cla nguwdi déi
dién phun lai.

Nén tiét kiem I1&i khen y ché cang nhiéu cang tét.
Khi can phai khen ché, nén trung thwc. Nguoi ta
néi, thubéc dang da tat, nhung ndi that méat long.
Nhw vay, thudc dang 1am sao cho dé uéng. Néi that
lam sao cho khéi mat Iong. Viéc nay thudc vé nghé
thuat thdm my. Khen hogc ché trung thuc bang 101
I& hay va dep la nghé thuat thuyet phuc. Khéng lién
quan dén du thuyét, cau tai, cau loi. Cang khéng
nén Iam lan véi khéo léo. 1& phép, ndi cho vira long
nhau. L&i khen ché phai nhw tang phdm thay vi
phinh ph& hoac trirng phat. Nhan dwoc tang phadm
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ai ma chang thich, nhwng néu |a ting vat gia, trudc
sau gi ho cling nhin ra.

Trong kinh thanh, c6 ngu ngén “Cai Lu&i.” Mén an
ngon nhét, ndu bang lwdi. Mén &n d& nhét, nau
bang ludi. Toi nghiép cai lwdi. N6 chi lam cong.
Giut day phia sau, chinh 1 tAm ldng. Téi nghiém ra
mot diéu, khen ché khé biét dwoc dung hay sai,
that hay gia, nhung Ioéng thanh that khi néi, rat dé
nhan ra.

Ngu Yén.
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Truyén Ngan
THE VERGER

Cua Somerset Maugham

Ong Tw ¢
Ngu Yén dich

(*) Tén goi nguwdi phuc vu nhw quan gia trong nha

tho.

William Somerset
Maugham

(1874-1965)

Van si Anh, sang tac
truyén  ngan, tiéu
thuyét, kich. Mét trong
vai tac gia lanh tién
nhuan but cao nhéat
trong thap nién 1930.

Pwoc bau chon la mot
trong nhirng nha van
viét truyén ngén hay
nhét luc dwong thoi.

“Tat c& nhiing phan boi

déu c6 khé ndng mang lai

nhirng thanh céng tét dep hon.”

Loi nguwoi dich.
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Chiéu hém do, cé & rira toi tai cong trwong St.
Neville. Albert Edward Foreman van méac chiéc 4o
trum cdi. Ong cat chiéc 40 mai cé nhirng nép gap
déu dan va cwng twong nhw khong phai dét bang
l6ng alpaca ma bang dong lau nam. Ao dung cho
dam tang va dam cuwéi. (Nha thd St. Peter &
Neville 1a noi dwoc gigi thdi trang yéu chudng
trong nhirng budi I& nhw thé nay) Hom nay, 6ng chi
mac chiéc do dep th& hai nhwng rat thda méan vi n6
la biéu twong cao quy cho chire vu cia éng. Khi
coi ra, di ve, khong con ao trum, 6ng cam giac boi
roi, tucrng chirng khong mac day phuc. Ong Vét va
vi chiéc 4o, hap wét rdi Gi cho that thadng. Trong 16
nam tréi 1am 6ng tr & nha thd nay, da ké thwa rat
nhiéu 4o trim, nhwng khéng thé nao vt b chUng
du da son rach. Ca chbng ao cl, goi gon gang
bang glay nau, nam sap hang té chinh trong ngan
kéo cudi cung cua td quan o trong phong ngu.

Ong lang 1& ban ron, thay tAm che bang gb son
trén vach da cAm thach phia trwdc, bung chiéc ghé
dé danh cho ba lao ém yéu, sdp qua mét bén. Che
cha s& thay xong &o trong phong |& phuc dé 6ng c6
thé don dep trong do trwdc khi tre vé nha. Hién
thoi, 6ng thay cha di ngang qua nha thanh, cui dau
trwdc ban tho cao, roi bwdc xubng 16i di, nhung
van con mac 4o |é.

Ong tw hoi. “Khong biét cha dang buwc minh chuyén
gi day? Chac cha khong biét minh mudn vé nha
nham nhi udng tra?”

Cha s& nay méi dugc bbd nhiém. C6 khuon mat doé
birng, smh dong, khoang tren 40 tudi. Albert
Edward van nuéi tiéc cha s& tién nhiém. Mét linh
muc bao thd. Rao giang thong tha v&i giong noi
trong sang. Thwéng di &n tdi véi nhivng gido dan tri
thirc. Trong nha tho, cha thich moi th&r don gian,
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khéng bao gi®’ gay ra chuyén kho xt. Khéng giéng
nhw cha s& mai, chuyén gi cling toc mach. Nhwng
Edward 1a nguwoi rong lwong. Nha thd St. Peter
nam trong khu phé giau sang v&i nhiéu gido dan
ngoan dao. Cha s& m&i dén t» mién vién déng va
khéng ng& 6ng da nhanh chéng hda nhap vao
giao doan thwong lwu mét cach kin dao. Edward
nhan xét: “Tat ca nhing voi va nay, ttr ttr, réi cha
sé hiéu.”

Theo 16i di ra, dén gan, c6 thé noi chuyén khéng
can phai lén tiéng & noi the phwong, cha ding lai.

“Ong tir, 6ng c6 thé dén phong & phuc mét Iat
khéng? Téi c6 chuyén mudn néi.”

“Véang, thua cha.”

Cha s& ch& 6ng dén, réi hai ngwdi cung di 1én nha
tho.

“Con nghi, 1é riva t6i hay qua. That la vui, em bé
ngung khoc ngay khi cha béng no,”

Linh muc cuw®i nhe: “Téi nhan thdy cdc em bé
thuong phdn g nhw vay. Sau nhiéu ndm lam &,
t6i ¢6 kinh nghiém véi cac chau.”

Pay 1a long tw hao ngdm ngadm. Gan nhw cha ¢
kha nang lam cho cac bé so sinh nin khéc khi béng
chung Ién va don nhan long nguwdng mo thich tha
cua cac ba me, cac y ta, theo déi cach vi linh muc
dd danh em bé trén ddi tay 4o thung. Ong tir biét,
cha sé rat vui khi dwoc khen ngoi vé tai ndng nay.
Cha buéc dén trwdce, di vao phong 1& phuc, Edward
vO clng ngac nhién khi thay hai thanh vién trong
héi déng quan tri gido x&» dang hién dién & do.
Khéng biét ho dén héi ndo. Ho gat dau vui vé voi
ong.
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“Xin chao éng twéng,” “Xin chao 6ng qui téc,”
Edward chao tirng nguwoi. Ca hai déu Ién tubi. Déu
gilr chrc vu nay lau nam gén bang thoi gian 6ng
lam & nha thod. Ho dang ngoi trén chiéc ban dep
ma cha s¢ ci dé mua ve tw Y nhiéu nam trwéc. Vi
linh muc ngdéi xubéng chiéc ghé trong gilra hai
nguo’l Edward dirng déi dién qua chlec ban, cam
giac lo au, khong biét chuyén gi. Ong van con nhé
Ian trwdc ngwdi choi dan organ trong nha tho gap
réc rbi, gay nhiéu phién phirc cho moi nguol o
nha the nhw St. Peter, Neville, khong thé dé xay ra
chuyén gi bé bbi. Khuén mat dé cha vi linh muc thé
hién sw dé chiu nhwng cwong quyét. Hai nguoi kia
c6 vé hoi bdn chén.

Ong tr nghi tham: “Chéc cha qudy réy ho, cb géng
thuyét phuc ho lam viéc gi nhung ho khdng thich.
bung la nhw vay, dé roi xem.”

Nhung sw suy nght khéng phai la d&c diém ndi bat
va sac sao cua 6ng. Birng yén vaéi thai do ton trong
nhwng khdng khum num. Trwdce khi nhan nhiém vu
ton giao nay, ong da tng phuc vy & nhirng ngoi
nha cao cap, vi vay, mudn cho éng nghi viéc la
chuyén khé cé thé xay ra. Khéi sw, 6ng lam viéc
nhw tiéu déng trong gia dinh ctia mét hoang t& lam
nghé kinh doanh. Thang tién trng bwdc mét, tv vi
tri thtr tw 1&8n dén ngwdi hau can hang dau, chi mot
nam, éng tré thanh quan gia cho mét géa phu, roi
lam quan gia c6 hai nguOi phu ta cho vi dai s vé
hwu, cho dén khi cbng viéc & nha tho St Peter can
nguwoi. Ong cao gay, nghiém tac, cé pham cach.
Trong giong nhw mot cong twdc hoac tdi thidu 13
dién vién chuyén dong vai cong twoc trong cac
tudng cb dién. Ong té nhi, cwong quyét va tu tin,
V@i ca tinh nhuw vay, khé budc toi.

Cha s& nhanh nhen bat dau.
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“Ong tir, chung té6i ¢6 diéu khé xt mudn néi véi
6ng. Ong da lam viéc & day nhiéu ndm. T6i nghf,
ngai qui téc va éng tuéng ciing déng y véi téi, 6ng
da hoan tat nhiém vu va lam hai long tat c& nhing
nguoi chung quanh.” Hai thanh vién hoi déng quan
tri gat dau. “Nhung réi mot hém, t6i nhan thdy mot
tinh canh hét sirc khac thuong ma téi cé nhiém vu
phai théng bao cho nhing nguwoi cd trach nhiém
trong nha tho. Hom do, t6i ngac nhién vi da phat
hién ra éng khéng biét doc, ciing khéng biét viét.”

Khubn mat bi phu bac cia ong ttr khong t6 ra chut
nao xau hé. Ong tra 1oi: “Thwa cha, cha s& trudrc
day da biét diéu nay. Cha da néi khéng sao, khéng
khac bigt gi. Cha cing luén luén noi, co rat nhiéu
nén gido duc trén thé gi¢i chi vi thi hiéu.”

Ong twéng kéu 1én: “Déy la diéu ky di nhat ma toi
duwoc nghe. Y ctia 6ng Ia 6ng da & nha tho nay subt
16 ndm ma chuwa bao gi¢’ phai doc va viét”

“ Thwa ngai, ndm 12 tubi, téi khéi sw lam viéc. Dau
tién 1a gidp nha bép, nguoi dau bép da cb gang day
t6i ndu nuéng, nhung dwong nhw viéc dé khéng
phai la s¢ trong cia téi. Tiép theo, tir viéc nay doi
qua viéc kia. Téi khong bao gio co thoi gico dé hoc.
Téi chuwa bao gio that sw thdy nhu cdu nay can
thiét. Téi nghl, mét sb6 nguoi tré da lang phi nhiéu
thoi gior quy bau dé doc, trong khi ho ¢ thé lam
nhing gi hiku ich hon.”

Nha qui toc 1én tiéng: “Nhung 6ng khdng muébn biét
tin tire trén bao hodc viéet thw hay sao?”

“Thua ngai, khéng. Du khéng doc, khéng viét téi
cling da xoay s& doi sbng mét cach tét dep. Bay
gio, tir nhirng cubi ndm gan day, ho ding tai tat ca
nhiéng hinh anh trén bao, nho vay, téi biét kha ro
chuyén gi dang xay ra. Vo téi la nguoi co hoc. Néu
t6i mubn viét thw, cé &y sé viét giuom. T6i khéng
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phai la dan éng xudi theo may rdi.” Ca hai Uy vién
liéc nhin cha s& mot cach bdi rdi rdi nhin xubng
ban.

“Purore rdi, 6ng ttr, toi da ban chuyén nay véi hai vi
& day. Chung hoan toan déng y chuyén nay khéng
thé chdp nhan. O nha thd nhw St.Peter, Neville,
khéng thé c6 mot 6ng ttr khéng biét doc, khéng biét
viét.”

Khuén mat gay go, lan da tai xdm chot bwng do.
Edward nhac nhich déi chan, cam giac khoé chiu,
nhwng van khéng noi gi.

“Ong ttr, xin hiéu gium cho, t6i khéng than phién
diéu gi. Céng viéc 6ng lam rat thda dang. Toi rat
thuong thire ca tinh va kha nang cua ong, nhung
ching t6i khéng cé quyén chap nhan sw rdi ro, néu
nhirng tai nan xay ra vi sw thiéu hiéu biét ngoai y
mubén cda 6ng. Py chi la nguyén tic than trong.”

Ong twong héi: “Ong tir, 6ng khéng thé hoc duoc
sao?”

“Thua ngai, da khéng, t6i e rdng khéng thé duoc.
Khéng phai ltic nay. Téi khéng con tré nira. Néu toi
da khéng thé nhét chir nghia vao dau khi con bé,
thi by gio, téi khéng nghi minh sé cé nhiéu co
hoi.”

Cha s& noi: “Téi khong muoén gay can voi 6ng,
nhung hoi dong quan tri va téi da hoan toan nhat
tri. Ong S€ co thoi gian ba thang dé hoc doc va viét.
Néu hét thoi han, van khéng duoc, téi e rdng éng
phai roi viéc lam.”

Edward chwa bao gi¢ thich cha s& m&i. Ngay tw
dau, 6ng da ndi. ho lam 1an khi dwa vi linh muc nay
vé nha thd St. Peter. Cha khong phai & loai ngui
ma gido hoi muébn sbng chung véi mét gido xu
thwong Iwu nhw vay. Bay gi¢r ong dirng thang Ién

31



moét chat. Ty biét gia tri ctia minh, sé khong cho
phép ai khi dé. “Thuwa céac ngai, toi xin 16i, t6i nght
rang diéu kién nay khéng thé duoc. Téi la con ché
qué gia, khéng thé hoc nhirng trd méi. Trong nhiéu
nam qua t6i da song rat vui vé ma khéng can biét
doc va viét. T6i khéng can phai ca nggi minh. T
ca ngoi la diéu khdng nén. Toi khong ngai noi rang,
t6i da lam xong bén phan lam ngudi duéi sw quan
phong nhan &i da sap dat. Bay gio, néu téi co thé
hoc, t6i khéng biét téi c6 mudn hay khéng.”

“Ong tir, nhw vay, téi e rang éng phéi nghi viéc.”

“Véng, thwa cha, con hiéu. Con Sé ttr chire ngay
sau khi cha tim duoc nguoi thay thé.”

Nhwng khi Albert Erward vé&i vé lich sy binh
thwong, dong clra sau lwng cha s va hai thanh
vién hoi déng di vao nha thd, 6ng khong the kéo
dai tinh trang tw trong trdm tinh ma 6ng cb chiu
dwng sau moét tran don giang xuéng d&i minh, moi
éng run ray. Cham rai buwéc vé phong 1& phuc, treo
chiéc do trum 1én mac, dang chd. Thé dai khi nght
dén nhitng dam tang long trong, nhitng dam cuGi
giau sang ma 6ng da tham dw. Don dep moi thi,
mac 4o khoac, tay cdm md, bwéc ra 16i di. Khoa
clra nha tho. Lang thang trén cong trwdng, chim
sau vao nhirng suy nght budn ba. Khéng di theo
con dwdng dan vé nha, noi mot tach tra thom dang
che doi, ré sang mat 16i khac. Tung bwdce, long
nang triu, khong biét s& phai 1am gi. Khéng muén
tr& lai lam viéc & cac tw gia, sau bao nhiéu nam ty
lam chd. DU cha s& va cac nguoi trong hodi déng
quan tri mubn néi gi thi néi, nhwng chinh 6ng Mo
la ngudi diéu hanh cong viéc tai nha the St. Peter,
Neville. Khé ma ha minh chap nhan mét hoan canh
ma&i. Ong co tiét kiém mot so tién kha kha nhung
khéng dd séng néu khéng lam thém. Dwdng nhw
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gid cd méi ngay mdi déc dé. Ong chwa bao giv
nghi sé phai dwong dau véi nhitng cau héi nhw
vay. Clr twdng, 6ng tir & St. Peter, nhw Bc gido
hoang & Rome, sé & do subt doi. Twéng twong 16
nhac nhé tha vi cta cha s& néi vé 6ng trong bai
gidng bubi I& chiéu ngay chi nhat dau tién sau khi
éng nghi viéc, cai két thic clia mét nguoi trung
thanh phuc vu lau dai, mét nhan vat mau muc, 6ng
tlr trong qua khi, Albert Edward. Thé dai ngao
ngan. Khéng hat thudc 1a, &n ubng kiéng khem,
nhwng trong pham vi gi&i han, 6ng thich mét ly bia
vao budi com téi, Nhirtng khi méi mét, 6ng thich
thwéng thirc moét diéu thubce. Luc nay, chot nghi
dén mot thir cé thé an Gi minh. Khéng mang né
theo, can tim dén clra hang nao dé d& mua mét goi
Gold Flake. Nhin khéng thdy tiém nao, éng véi
buwérc tiép mot doan. Con phd kha dai, da loai hang
héa, nhwng khdéng cé noi mua thube 14. Ty nha:
“L a that” Dé bao dam, 6ng di nguoc lai. Khéng con
gi nghi nge. Ong dirng chan, ban khodn, nhin lui
nhin toi.

Ong nghi: “Téi khéng thé 1a ngwdi dan 6ng duy
nhéat di doc theo dwérng phd nay tim thuébe Ia. Lé ra,
khoéng nén ban tam nhwng mét ngudi co thé kiém
duwoc tién néu mé mot gian tap hda nhd ban thube
la va dd ngot.

Ong da tw cho minh mot khdi sw day kinh ngac.
‘Déy cang la mot cach. Nhing y tuong ky la
thuong hién dén trong nhikng lic it ai ngo.”

Ong quay tré lai, \(é nha ubng tra. Vo 6ng nhan xét:
“Chiéu nay, anh rat im lang,” Ong tra 1&i: “Anh dang
suy nght.”

Tran tré dvw tinh qua phiéu khia canh. Ngay hom
sau, 6ng tr& lai con pho. May man da tim duwgc mét
ctra hang nho, tréng rat phu hop véi ké hoach cua
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ong. 24 gi® sau, 6ng thué clra tiém, mét thang sau,
vinh vién rdi khoi viec nha thd. Edward bat dau
nghé budn bang lam nguwoi ban bao va thube I4.
Vo 6ng ndi rang day la s xubng dbéc dang so sau
khi lam 6ng ttr, nhuwng 6ng tra |01, c& tuan theo thoi
gian bién héa. Nha the da khéng con nhw xuwa. T
do, 6ng tra lai cho Caesar nhirng gi thudc vé
Caesar. Ong lam &n kham kha, dén néi trong vong
khodng moét nam da cé y dinh mé& thém tiém tho
hai va mwdn nguwoi trong coi. Tim kiém nhirng
dwong phd dai khac chwa co ngudi ban thube I4.
Khi tim thdy, éng thué muén réi mé tiém, va rat
thanh céng. Sau d6, chot nghi, néu minh diéu
khién dwoc hai tiém, s& c6 thé mé thém khoang
nlra ta clra hang. Thé 1a éng di khap London, tim
nhitng khu phé chwa cé ai ban thudc 14, dé thué
mot gian hang. Trong vong 10 nam, 6ng lam chu
10 clra tiém, kiém tién mot cach nhanh chéng. Méi
th& hai, tw minh di tirng tiém thu tién réi mang dén
ngan hang.

Mot bu0| sang, khi 6ng dang glri b tién va mot tui
bac cdc nang né, nhan vién ngan hang moi 6ng
dén gap 6ng giam dbc. Ho dwa 6ng vao van phong
riéng. Hai ngwoi bat tay.

“Ong tir, t6i muén néi chuyén vé s6 tién éng dang
gui trong ngdn hang . Ong co biét chinh xac la bao
nhiéu khéng?”

“Khéng hoan toan chdc chan, nhung téi biét dai
khai.”

“Ngoai sé tién guvi vao sang nay. sé tién truéc do
khoang trén 30 ngan bang Anh mét chut, Déy la
mo@t mon tien Ion (*) chi dé tiét kiém, téi nghi 6ng
nén dau tw no thi tét hon.”

“T6i khéng muén mao hiém. Toi biét, tién s& an
toan trong quy tiét kiém ngén hang.”
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“Ong khéng can phai lo ldng qué. Chuing t6i sé stra
soan san cho 6ng mgt danh sach cac ching khoan
hang dau. Ching c6 kha ndng mang lai cho éng
nhiéu tién loi hon quy tiét kiém cd thé cung tng.”
Khudn mét 6ng tir hién rd 18n nét boi roi: “Téi khdng
hiéu gi vé chirng khoan va c6 phan. Tat ca phai
tréng cdy vao cac 6ng.”

Ong giam doc n& nu cwoi. “Ching t6i sé lo tat ca.
Lan toi, khi den day, 6ng chi can ky giay to chuyén
tien vao dau tw.”

“Véng c6 thé duoc, nhung lam sao toi biét sé ky
tén cho viéc gi?”

Ong giam dbc tra 161 mot cach lém linh va boi theo
nu cwoi gidi trir lo lang: “Ong tcr, 6ng co thé doc.”
“Cha, nhuw vay thi théi. Téi khéng biét doc. Biéu nay
CO vé khéi hai, nhung ding nhuw vay, toi khong biét
doc, ciing khéng biét viét. Chi biét ky tén, t6i moi
hoc khi phai buén ban.”

Ong quan Iy kinh ngac, ndy bat trén ghé. “Pay Ia
diéu la lung nhat ma téi dwoc nghe.”

“Cau chuyén nhw thé nay, téi chua bao gior c6 co
héi di hoc cho dén khi qua mudn. Luc dé, téi khdng
con muoén hoc nira va tré nén coé chap.”

Ong giam doc nhin 6ng Edward nhw nhan vat quai
dan thoi tién stv. “Cé phéi éng mudn ndi, ong gay
dwng nén mét viéc kinh doanh quan trong va tich
lily mét s6 tai san gia tri hon 30 ngan bang Anh ma
khong biét doc b/et viét? Chua oi, 6ng a, néu éng
c6 thé doc va viét thi éng sé con la ai nira?”

“Toi c6 thé trd i cdu héi cia 6ng.” Edward diém
nu cwoi quy phai: “Téi sé la éng twr caa nha tho
St.Peter, trong céng truong Neville.”
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Ngu Yén dich.

Ghi:
(*) Vao thoi diém Maugham viét truyén nay, 30
ngan tien bang Anh la mon tién kha Ion.

(**) Trong van ban chinh, 6ng ti la ngwoi khong
hoc thirc, 16i n6i cta éng thwong thiéu nhung net
chi¥, gan nhw ndi ngong, gan nhw kiéu “a ai uéng”
(da cai chudng) ctia H6 Xuan Hwong. Khi dich, toi
chuyén lai binh thwong dé khéi phai gii thich dai
dong.
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Gi¢i Thiéu Kich 10 Phut
Ngu Yén

Kich 10 Phat trong nhitng ndm gan day da phat
trién nhanh chéng trong tat ca moi thé loai tir kich
hai cho dén kich than, tiv kich xa hoi dén kich triét
ly, tr kich c6 cét truyén cho dén kich Hau hién dai.
Hau hét thich hop cho nhitng san khau nha hang
(dinner show), tuy nhién khéng loai bé khi dién trén
san khau hoac ngoai duwdng phé.

Kich 10 phat khéng can nhiéu dan dwng, déi khi
don gidn dén dd: khéng co, hodc cé sao dién vay.
Ho chu trong dén nhan vat va nhirng cau néi thong
minh, gay cam, thuyét phuc va giai tri.

Nhirng kich 10 phat ndi tiéng 14 nhirng v& kich phét
tan y nghia. Vi thoi gian dién ngan, y nghia can tap
trung nhw mii nhon choc vao tirng muc tiéu nho
nhwng co gia tri.

“M6t vé kich 10 phit c6 gia tri can phai c6 mét sé
cac yéu t6 can ban ma mét v& kich hay phai co:
mau thudn ho&c xung dét manh mé, tao sy yéu
thich, nhan vat sac sao, ly 1& thuyét phuc. M&t bén
ngoai phai bat mét, trc 12 céu tric khac la, dién
xuét hap dan. Kich 10 phut ciing can c6 mé, than,
va két. Vi sy ngan anh hwéng dén 1&i 18 va hanh vi,
kich can sy cd dong, chinh xac diéu gi mudn trinh
bay, va trinh bay mét cach théng minh.
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Kich 10 phut

Puwong 12
12 th Street. David Nice
Ngu Yén dich

Kich tac gia David Nice
(5 thang 6 nam 1947 -)
Viét kich, phan canh
phim va san khau.

Tét nghiép ctr nhan van
chwong.

Pa hai lan dwoc dé cw
nhan giai Academy
Award.

Tac pham néi tiéng cua
ong la The Hours (2002)
va The Reader (2008).

Kich Buong 12 dwoc xudt ban bdi Reading
Theater Project, Reading, PA. Trinh dién tai
Schumo Theater, Yocum Institute Nghé Thuat, 300
Penn, West Law, PA. 12-14 thang 2 nam 2019.

GIOi THIEU:

V& kich trinh bay mét phu ni tré, cd doi sbng
nham chan. Chéng di lam ca hai. V& nha lic hon
nra khuya. C6 c6 nhirng wéc mo tré thanh néi am
anh.V& kich pha lan git)a hién thwc va twéng
twong: Hai mé&t cia mot van dé.
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NHAN VAT:
DPan 6ng (PO) va dan ba (BB) khoang trén 30 tudi.
DAN DUNG:

Canh ctra, nha bép, ban an, mét can nha nao do
trong pho.

Tac gia khong huéng dan chi tiét ro rét, viéc nay dé
danh cho nguwoi dieu khién v& kich. Co thé vé so
do:

Thanh phé xa xa ] Nha bép
Ban an

Canh ctra

ban 6ng ban ba

THO!I GIAN:
Hién tai (Dau thé ky 21)

GHI:

North va South cé thé gitr nguyén van nhu tén
riéng hoac dich ra: Hwéng bac, hwéng nam; hoac
phwong bac, phwong nam. Vi du, 1308 phuéng
Nam dwong 12.

O Hoa Ky nhiéu con dwéng dai dwoc chia thanh
hai huwéng. Méi huwong c6 sé6 nha khac nhau.
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MO MAN.

BO: Cb6 cé dinh mé ctra cho t6i vao khong?

BB: Ai vay? Chuyén gi? (nghe ngéng, thac mac,
nhin qua 16 nhé & canh ctra.) Tai sao t6i phai cho
ong vao?

DO: To6i & day ma.

DB: Néu vay, t6i phai biét 6ng.

DO: C6 phai day la duwdng 12?

DB: bung, nhung...

DPO: S6 1308 duwdng 12.

DB: Bung, nhung ...

BO: M¢& ctra cho tbi vao.

DB: T6i khéng biét 6ng 12 ai.

DO: Cb biét t6i ma.

DB: (Bat cuwoi) ... T6i khong biét. That 14 khoi hai.
Téi khéng biét 6ng la ai.

DPO: Biét ma. Chéc chan biét, 1308 phuwong Bac
dwong 12. Chinh 1a t6i.

BB: Quai dang, Khong phai. Phwong Nam. Budng
12. Day la 1308 phwong Nam dwong 12. Toi khéng
biét 6ng.

DPO: Nhwng 1308 va dwéng 12. Bung l1a nhirng sb
nay. Cé khéng nhan ra t6i?

BB: Nhin 6ng c6 vé..

DO: hoi quen?

PB: C¢ I€, téi hoinhd ra ...

PO: M& ctra cho toi vao.
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DB: Mé& ctra ... ... cho 6ng vao...Khéng dwoc.
DO: C6 khong thay c6 lién quan hay sao?

DB: Khéng ... Ong mubn néi cé cung tén dudng?
PO: Pung, tén dwdng, s6 nha, con niva ...

DB: Con nra? Lam gi co ...

DO: Chan che& 1am gi. Cho téi vao?

PB: Khéng, chc‘“mg, tdi di lAm ca hai, sé vé lic 12
gio rwdi. Khéng thé nao ...

DPO: C6 thé, téi la chdng cla cb.
DB: Téi khong ...
PO: Téi Ia ngudi nha 1308 phuong Béc dudng 12.

bB: khong, day la phuong Nam, khong phai
phwong Bac.

DO: bung, Phuvong Nam, 1308 South dwdng 12.
(C6 ta im lang danh gia |&i néi cha déi phwong.)
DB: Vao di.

(C6 m¢& ctra. Nguwoi dan 6ng budce vao. Ca hai dén

ngoi & ban. CO rét moét ly nwoc, Ong ta vdi vang
ubng hét mét hoi)

DB: Ong khat nwéc?
DO: Vang, t6i khat lam.

PB: (Im l&ng, Té vé théng cam.) Bwoc rdi. Chuyén
gi xay ra. Cong viéc hom nay ra sao?

DO: Binh thwdng nhw moi ngay.

DB: Ong van lam & d6, chwa nghi viéc...

DPO: Khéng, téi khéng bao gid nghi viéc. Van lam &
doé.

DB: Hay I&m. Ching ta can tién.
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DPO: Téi hiéu. Téi nghi ... phuwéng Nam duwéng 12
dwdng nhw ... thodi mai hon ... khac thwong hon ..

DB: biéu gi khién 6ng néi ... dém nay, c6 vé thoai
mai hon ...

DO: Téi rat mirng, c6 ¢6 & nha ... va con thirc.

bB: Vay sao ... gi& nay thdong thuwong toi khong
thirc?

DPO: Khi & phwdng Bac?

DB: Chéc t6i ngu rat ngon & do phai khong?

PO: Luc nao cd cling ngu, khién cho dan éng ...
PB: Khat nwéc?

E)r?: Duang, khat va déi. Cam giac ca hai noi giéng
nhau.

DPB: Phuwong Bac va phworng Nam duong 12, 6 18
cach nhau khoang 20 dwdng ngang.

DPO: 26 dwdng, nhung néu ¢b ... cé thé ngan hon 3
kil mét.

DPB: C6 nguoi sé noi day la hai thé gidi khac biét,
hai noi khac nhau.

~

(Sang canh nho. Goi la “phién”. Nhiéu phién tao ra
canh. Nhiéu canh tao ra man. Nhiéu man tao ra v&
kich.)

DO: T6i s& tim hiéu. C6 thé hiéu dwoc khéng?
DB: (cham rai ngdm nghf) Phwdng Béc.

DO: Nhwng téi dang & day.

DB: Vang, t6i da cho éng vao.

DPO: Ca hai ching ta déu tinh thic.

BB: Ong dy sap vé. Bung giv nhw thuong lé.
Chong téi ...
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DPO: Téi khong 1am ca dém. Téi ndo ciing rénh réi.

DPB: Ong mubn néi ...

(Ca hai suy nght, déi chirng.)

DPO: Phuwong Bac va phwong Nam ... hai mat cho
mét noi. (DB) ... chdng ta c6 hai — chung ta sé ...
(DO) ... chuyén co that... t6i nght co thé hiéu. (BB)
.. Xem nhw hgi thwe Eai ... co thé hiéu duoc ...
(BO) ... sinh song ... dé dang hon...bang cach nay
... (BB) ... Nhw vay khong thuc sy tir b 10i song
hién tai, chi gia tang thém t6t dep ...

DO: Co 18 1a mot dw tinh t6t.

DB: Ngay ca néu ong khong cé ké hoach gi, chi
can chuyén qua la xong.

DPO: Tir B4c qua Nam, ding nhw vay.

BB: Kho ai nghi ra giai phap nay.

DPO: Chinh x&c ... chi can chuyén mét hoan canh
nhé. “Bam”, xong ngay!

DPB: Chuyén thwc t& nay tao ra khac biét nhw thé
nao? Cé phai ching ta ...

DO: T6i khong nghi chiing ta thay thé mét thuc té
nay cho thire té kia. Bang hon ... la mét sat nhap?
DB: Sat nhap?

BO: Trén Ie’}n? Hoa hgp? T6i da cam giac hoan
toan khac han. Ngay ca, khi chung ta chua ...

(BO) ... déng y...(BB)...ban luan ...(DO) ... quan
hé ... (BB) ... Hon nhau? ...(DO) ...T6i khong co y
nhw vay ... (BB) ... xin I6i, khong biét tai sao t6i lai
nai....(DO) ... Khdng phai téi co gang tao ra nhirng
chuyén tam phao. (BB) ... 6ng khéng phai hoan
toan xa la, nhwng t6i khdng the giai thich, mac du
t6i biét ...(PO) ... Vang, co thé ...
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(Mgt khoang im lang, trong luc ca hai dang do
lwong lan nhau. Nght lai nhirng gi ho da noi. Ro6i ho
nhw bi mét hap lwc vé hinh thu hat, ho tién sat vao
nhau. Nhung trwéc khi cd chuyén gi xay ra, ngudi
dan ba véi va rot ly nwéc. Nguwdi dan ong voi va
noc can.)

DO: T6i sé & day. S& dén mébi budi t6i.

PB: Thi» Ba dén thi» Bay.

DPO: Vang. Phuwong Nam. Thir Ba dén thir Bay.
Hang xém mé&i cua toi.

BB: Hang xém m¢i ctia 6ng.

DO: bung...Khéng...

DB: ...hirm.. dng chiém hiru nhanh that.

DO: O, khong phai. Khong phai cda t6i. Y t6i mubn
noi ..,

DB: Khéng sao.

(DO) Khong, t6i khong khang dinh 1a t6i cam thay
da denluc ... (bB) ... khdng co gi tranh céi ... (PO)
...Gan giong nhv duwoc xac nhan ... lam sao
chuyén nay xay ra... (BB) t6i doan chirng dang cho
doi dieu gi...xay ra giong nhw thé nay.

(Im Iéng, nhin nhau, réi 4p sat vao nhau mét lan
nira. Hap lwc. Ho cung nhau dwa hai canh tay 1én
nhw dang tap the duc trwdc guong soi. Tt ton, that
chém, chum dau, ap ,méi, h’c“m. Vuobt ve chi trén
canh tay, nhin nhw thé ho dbi dién nhau qua ctra
s6 hodc mat gwong.)

BB: Ong mubn t6i tin rang Iic lic nay ching ta bi
kich thich, that la lung. Nhung t6i da thay ong ... toi
biet 6ng sé déen ...

DO: chuyén gi?
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DB: My lan trong mua hé ... t6i thdy ong lai xe qua
trwdc nha ... chay rat cham.

DO: C6 thay t6i?

DB: Chung ta thy nhau...Nghf lai xem.
DO: Phwdng Nam.

bB: O, dung. Phuwdng Nam.

DPO: Cb thay chua ... cé mot sap dat.
DB: Sau d6 ...

DO: Réi sao?

DPO: cb dén phwong Bac phai khong?
PB: Vang, t6i dén phwong Bac.

(Dén mo dan.)

HA MAN.
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Gi¢i Thiéu Sach: Tiép theo

BRIEF ANSWERS TO THE BIG QUESTIONS
Stephen Hawking. 2018. 220 trang.

Cau Tra Loi Tém Lwoc Cho Nhirng Cau Hoéi Lon

#1 New York Times Bestselling Author of
A BRIEF HISTORY OF TIME

BRIEF ANSWERS
T Okdl-HE
BIG QUESTIONS

4

STEPHEN
HAWKING

Trong Tap Chi Doc va Viét s6 2, t6i da dich phan
gidi thiéu tac phdm nay cua vat ly gia Nobel Kip S.
Thorne, Tir s6 3 tr& di, ching ta sé& theo chan
Stephen Hawking dé tim hiéu nhirng cau tra 1oi
ngan gon cho nhirng cau haéi In.

Phan dich sé& lwgc bd bét nhivng doan trinh bay ky
thuét phtre tap, ma mét ngwdi binh thwong khong
can phai theo doi.
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Tai Sao Chung Ta Phai Hai
Nhirng Cau Hoi Lon?
Stephen Hawking

Ngu Yén dich
(Tiép theo)

Hau hét, ai cing mudn biét cau tra |&i cho nhivng
cau hai lén. Con nguoi tir dau dén? Vi tru sinh ra
nhw thé nao? Y nghia va co ciu dang sau van vat
la gi? Co ai sébng bén ngoai trai dat hay khéng?
Nhitng hiéu biét
trong qua kho vé
tao hoéa, bay gio,
duwdng nhw khdng
con phu hop, it
dang tin  cay.
Chung dwoc thay
th& bang nhiéu
ther, c6 thé goi 1a
twéng twong mé
tin, t* New Age
(Thoi dai mai) cho
dén Star Trek (du
hanh khéng gian). Khoa hoc thywc nghiém tuy xa la
hon khoa hoc gid twéng, nhwng mang dén nhiéu
théa man.
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Téi la nha khoa hoc véi ndi dam mé say dam vé vat
ly, vi tru hoc, vi tru quan va twong lai nhan loai.
Cha me nubi dwong t6i khdn I&n véi tri 10 mo
khong hé thay ddi nhw cha t6i, nghién ctu va nd
lwe trad i nhiéu cau hdi ma khoa hoc dat ra cho
con nguwdi. Toi da dung hét ca ddi dé chu du khap
vl tru bang tri twéng. Théng qua ly thuyét vat ly, t6i
tim ra thay céch tra 161 nhitng cau héi Ién. Pa co
luc t6i twdng rang minh sap thdy dwoc mic cudi
cung cda vat ly ma chung ta dang séng, nhung,
bay gi®, t6i nghi, nhitng kham pha ky diéu van sé
phai tiép tuc rat lau sau khi tdi qua di. Ching ta
dang tién gan dén mét sé cau tra 1&i, nhuwng chwa
thue sy dén do.

Van d& ndm & chd, hdu hét moi ngudi cho rang,
khoa hoc thwec nghiém qué phirc tap va khé hiéu.
T6i khéng nghi nhw vay. D& kham pha nhivng dinh
ludt can ban diéu dong vi tru, can phai quyét tam
hoc tap mét thoi gian. Thei gior 14 thi ma hau hét
moi ngudi khéng c6. Thé gidi sé sém dirng lai, néu
tAt ca chung ta déu dé thoi gior tim hiéu khoa vat ly.
Nhuwng da sbé ngudi ta ¢ thé hidu va danh gia cao
nhitng y twéng khoa hoc can ban néu dwoc trinh
bay moét cach rd rang va khéng sir dung céac
phwong trinh phirc tap. Téi nghi, cé thé dwoc va toi
da c6 gang thwe hién véi long thich tha trong subt
cudc d&i minh.

That 132 mét thoi vinh dw khi dwoc séng va nghién
ctru ly thuyét vat ly. Hinh anh vé vi tru da thay déi
rat nhiéu trong 50 nam qua. Téi rat sung swéng
néu da dong gép dwoc phan nao. Mét trong kham
pha ky diéu cta thdi dai khéng gian la vién canh
cho phép nhan loai hiéu biét vé chinh ho. Khi
chung ta nhin trai d4t t khéng trung, chung ta sé
thdy chinh minh trong mét tbng thé. Ching ta nhin
thdy sw dong nhat, khong phai sw chia biét. Pay la
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hinh anh hét strc don gidn véi 161 nhan 16i cudn:
Mot hanh tinh, mét loai ngudi.

T6i muén dong gop tiéng noi voi nhitng ai dang
yéu cau hanh déng truc tiép doi phé nhirng thach
thirc quan trong cho moi ngudi sbng trén trai dat
nay, Téi hy vong trong twong lai, ngay ca khi t6i
khéng con & day, con nguoi co thé nim quyén luc
dé thé hién 6c sang tao, long diing cam, va kha
nang lanh dao. Hay dé ho tién lén dwong dau voi
nhirng thach thirc clia cac muc tiéu tién bod co6 thé
chrng minh, va hanh dong khéng vi tw Igi, ma vi
loi ich chung. T6i ciing y thirc vé sw qui gia cla
thdi gian. Phéi ndm chét co héi va hanh déng ngay
lap tere.

(Tiép theo la phén tw truyén cia Hawking. Sé gidp cho
nguoi doc hiéu hon vé Iy thuyét véat ly va y chi lam nguoi
hitu ich. Boi séng cta 6ng chinh la y nghia véat thé trong
vat ly. Sau phéan tw truyén la cac cau tra 16i, dap (rng
nhitng cau hoi lén. Ghi chu cda nguwoi dich.)

* * *

Trwdc day, t6i da twng viét vé tiéu si cta minh,
nhwng mét sé kinh nghiém thud ban dau dang
dwoc nhac lai khi téi nghi dén niém dam mé subt
cudc sbng lién quan dén nhirng cau hoi lon.

Téi sinh ra dung 300 nam sau ndm chét cta nha
bac hoc Galileo. T6i cam twdng cd sy trung hop
ngau nhién da anh hwdng dén nhirng thanh twu
trong cudc séng khoa hoc ma téi da trai qua. Tuy
nhién, t6i wéc tinh khoang 200,000 em bé khac da
ra doi trong ngay hém do, khéng biét vé sau co ai
trong dam so sinh nay quan tdm dén thién van hoc
hay khéng?

Téi Ion 1é€n trong ngdi nha cao, hep, kiéu,Victoria (6]
Highgate, London, cha me t6i da mua rat ré trong
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thoi D& nhj thé chién. Luc do, ai cling nght London
sé bi Brc tha bom nét bét, Trong thyc té, mot héa
tién V2 da roi xudng gan nha téi. Me va hai chi em
t6i dang & xa. May man, bd t6i khéng bi thuwong.
Trong nhiéu nam, cé mét bai bom Ién trén dwong
cai ma téi cung anh ban Howard thwong dén choi.
Viéc td mo diéu tra vu bom nd tré thanh méi td mo
theo dudi subt doi. (Y éng mudn noi dén viéc vé sau,
6ng nghién ctru sw né tao ra vi tru trong thuyét Big
Bang. Ghi chu cda ngwoi dich.)

N&m 1950, cong viéc cta cha tdi bi thuyén chuyén
|én tan mién bac London, lam cho Vién Nghién ctru
Y khoa Quéc gia méi xay xong tai Mill Hill. Gia dinh
t6i don dén thanh phd St. Albans gan dé. Téi vao
hoc mét trwdng trung hoc danh riéng cho phai ni.
Mac du mang tén cé ndi quy nhw vay, trwdng van
nhan nam sinh dwéi 10 tudi. Sau nay, tdi di sang
trwdng trung hoc St. Albans. Diém hoc cla t6i chua
bao gi& cao hon nlra I6p, dé la mét I16p hoc day
hoc sinh théng minh, nhwng dam ban dat cho toi
biét danh: Einstein, c6 |18, ho da nhin thay mot dau
hiéu tét dep nao d6. Nam 12 tudi, hai ngwdi ban
danh ca véi nhau mét tui keo, rang t6i sé chang
bao gid tré thanh mot nhan vat ndi tiéng.

Téi cd khoang sau hoac bay ngudi ban than &
trvong St Alban. Chang téi thwdng thao luan va
tranh cai nhiéu chuyén, tr cdc mé hinh diéu khién
bang séng vo tuyén dén lanh vwc tén gido. Mot
trong nhirng cau héi I&n ma chung t6i thwong ban
luan & nguén gbc cda vi tru. liéu c6 can Thwong
Dé tao ra va diéu khién cho né hoat dong hay
khéng? Toi nghe ndi, anh sang tlr cac thién ha xa
x0i da xé dich vé phia cubi mau dé cda quang phé.
Piéu nay duwoc giai thich la vi try dang banh
trwdng. Toi cling chéc rang phai c6 nhirng Iy do
khac dé cac tia d6 di chuyén. Co 18, anh sang yéu
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di va nhiéu tia dé dang hwéng vé trai dat? Vé phan
co ban, moét vii tru bat bién, vinh clru dwdng nhw
véi sw chuyén dich quang phd khién cho né tw
nhién hon. (Chi vai nam sau, khi kham pha dugc
nén séng vi ba ‘microway’ trong vii tru qua qua
trinh nghién ctru Tién si, t6i m&i nhan ra, minh da
sai 1am.)

Toi ludn ludn quan tam dén cach van hanh cda moi
thtr. Thwéng xuyén thao ching ra trng phan dé
xem xét chung hoat dong ra sao, nhwng khi rap lai
thi khéng duoc gidi 1am. Kha nang thuc té cla toi
khéng phu hop véi phdm chét Iy thuyét. Cha toi
khuyén khich t6i chuyén tam vé khoa hoc, lwu y toi
ghi danh Oxford ho&c Cambridge. Ong d4 tirng hoc
& dai hoc Oxford nén mudn t6i ndp don vao trudng
nay. Trong thdi do, Pai hoc cao dang chwa cé tai
trg cho nghién clru sinh vé toan hoc, khéng con
nhiéu chon lwa, t6i c6 gang kiém mét hoc bdng vé
khoa hoc ty nhién. Ngac nhién thay, té6i da thanh
cong.

Thai d6 chung ctia dai hoc Oxford thoi dé la khéng
mudn hoc nhiéu. Muén 16i lac ma khéng muébn cb
géng, chap nhan nhirng gidi han cta ban than, va
nhan lanh van bang hang tw. T6i xem day 1a 1&i kéu
goi hoc hanh thodi mai. Khéng cé gi tw hao, t6i chi
mo ta lai mot thdi ma hau hét cac sinh vién déu
chia s&. Roi dén két qua can bénh cla t6i, d& lam
moi sy thay dbi. Khi phai déi dién v&i kha néng bi
chét yéu, khién cho t6i nhan ra, cé rat nhiéu viéc
can lam trwée khi cude ddi cham dit.

Vi khéng hoc k¥, téi quyét dinh Ién ké hoach dé
vwot qua ky thi cudi ndm, bang cach tranh nhirng
cau héi can co kién thirc thuc té, dé tap trung vao
cac van dé ly thuyét vat ly. Dém trwdc ngay thi toi
khong ng nén két qua khéng nhu y. S diém dat
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dwoc cho téi vi tri & gitra van bang hang nhét va
van bang hang nhi, Vi vay téi dwoc cac giam khéo
phdng van dé xac dinh bang cap & bac nao. Trong
khi phéng van, ho hdi t6i vé du tinh twong lai. Téi
trd |&i, sé di nganh nghién cru. Néu t6i dau van
bang hang nhét, sé& ghi danh dai hoc Cambridge.
Néu dwoc van bang hang nhi, sé & lai Oxford. Ho
cho t6i hang nhét.

Puwoc nghi hé kha dai sau ky thi sau cung, trwdng
dai hoc tro cAp mét sb goi nhd chi phi cho di du
lich. Téi nght, sé c6 co hdi nhan mét tro cap Ion
hon néu yéu cau duoc di xa. T6i d& nghi du lich
Iran. Mua hé 1962, t6i khéi hanh, lay xe Ira tw
Istanbul di Ezuerum, mién déng Thd Nhi Ky, réi qua
Tabriz, Tehran, Isfahan, Shiraz, va Persepolis, thu
dd cha cac dé& vwong Ba Tw thoi cd dai. Trén
dwong vé, t6i va ban déng hanh Richard Chiin gap
phai tran dong dat & Bouin-Zaha, 7, 1 d6 Richter,
giét chét khoang 12,000 nguwdi. Luc do, chac toi da
& gan trung tam dia chan nhung khéng biét vi t6i
dang bi bénh. Chiéc xe buyt gidy ndy hung hiém
trén con duéng Iran khéng bang phang. Vai ngay
tiép theo, ching t6i & lai Tabriz, dwéng thuwong vi
mac bénh kiét ly kha nang va gay xwong swon khi
xe buyt nga nghiéng vang t6i vao ghé phia truéec.
Téi van chwa biét gi vé cudc tham hoa vi khong lién
lac v&i Farsi. Cho dén khi vé dén Istanbul, mé&i biét
rd chuyén xay ra, T6i g tAm bwu thiép vé nha. 10
ngay qua bd me da lo lang. Lan cudi cling ho biét
tin t6i roi khoi Tehran vao ngay vung nay bi dong
dat. B4t chap tham hoa, t6i c6 nhiéu ky niém dep
trong thoi gian & Iran. Sw td mo théi thic tim hiéu
thé gi&i co thé khién cho nguoi ta gap nguy hiém,
Diéu nay dung v&i téi trong 1an du lich duy nhét
trong doi.
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Toi dang 20 tudi vao thang 10 nam 1962, khi dén
dai hoc Cambridge, vao khoa toan &ng dung va ly
thuyét vat ly, t6i xin lam viéc véi gido sw Fred
Hoyle, nha thién van hoc nguoi Anh néi tiéng nhét
trong giai doan d6. T6i dung chi¥ thién van hoc vi
lic d6 vii tru hoc chwa dwge cdng nhan la mét lanh
vwc hop ly. Tuy nhién, 6ng Hoyle da c6 di sb
lwong sinh vién, ti vo cung that vong va dwoc ghi
tén theo giao sw Dennis Sciama, mét ngwoi khdng
ndi tiéng. Nhung c6 18 tot hon khi tdi khéng phai 1a
sinh vién theo éng Hoyle vi sé bi 16i cubn vao viéc
bdo vé ly thuyét trang thai 6n dinh ctda 6ng, mot
viéc con khé hon dam phan Brexit. T6i bat dau doc
cac sach gido khoa cii vé thuyét twong déi téng
quat va nhu trwdc day, bi 16i cubn béi nhirng cau
héi lon.

Mét sb ban doc ¢ thé da xem qua cudn phim ma
Eddie Redmayne déng vai tubng doi t6i, rat hay.
Cing nhw trong phim, nam th& ba tai dai hoc
Oxford, t6i phat giac hinh nhw minh tré nén vung
vé. Bi nga vai lan khéng cé ly do. Réi nhan thay
minh khéng thé chéo thuyén, R6 rang, cé diéu gi
bat 6n. Ti cdm thay bat binh khi bac si khuyén t6i
phai bé ubng bia.

Téi dén dai hoc Cambridge, mua déng vé cung
lanh. Trong th&i gian nghi 1€ Giang Sinh, t6i vé nha,
mac du, biét t6i khong thich, me van thuyét phuc di
trot tuyét & hd St. Albans. Téi bi ngéd va rat kho
khan khi gwong ding lén, Me nhan ra cé diéu gi
béat thworng, dua t6i di kham béac si.

Trdi qua nhiéu tuadn trong bénh vién St
Bartholomew tai London, 1am nhiéu kham nghiém.
Vao nam 1962, cac loai xét nghiém cé phan so
khai hon bay gid. Mot mau bap thit 1y tir tay. Cac
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day nho dién t&r gén vao ngwdi. Cac chét long vo
tuyén tiém vao cot xwong song. Cac bac si quan
sat sy lén xubng cla quang tuyén X khi giwéng
nam nghiéng qua nghiéng lai. Ho chwa bao gi¢ cho
biét bénh tinh ra sao, nhwng téi doan chirng chéc
phai nang né, thanh th khéng muén héi. Tuy
nhién, qua nhirng doi thoai gilra cac bac si, téi thu
lwom mot sb théng tin: bat ké 12 bénh gi, sé tré nén
trdm trong. Khong c6 cach ctu chira. Chi ¢ thé
cho t6i uéng thém vitamin. Thyc té. dng bac si thuc
hién nhirng xét nghiém cho t6i da phui tay ra di,
khong bao gi® thay lai.

Dén mot hom nao do, téi biét dwoc, bénh ctia minh
la ch’ng xo cing teo co mét bén (ALS:
Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis), mét loai bénh than
kinh sinh déng, céc té bao than kinh cta néo va tay
sbng bi teo lai, sau do, tré thanh seo hoac bi déng
cng. Nhirng ai mac bénh nay, dan dan sé méat kha
nang kiém soat ctr ddng, &n ndi, va cudi cung la hod
héap.

Bénh cla tdi dwong nhw phat trién nhanh chong.
C6 thé hiéu dwoc sy chan nan cao do va tam ly
khong tim thdy ly do dé tiép tuc chwong trinh
nghién ctru tién si vi khéng biét con séng duoc bao
lau dé hoan tat viéc nay. Nhwng sau do, bénh tinh
bat dau thuyén gidm, t6i cdm thay nhiét tinh hon
trong viéc nghién ctru. Trwdc day, khi khéng con
mét hy vong nao, mdi ngay thirc day la mét ngay
m&i, la mét tdng pham, day cho t6i biét danh gia
cao nhirng gi t6i da cd. Khi nao con sbng, van con
hy vong.

D7 nhién, cling cé mét phu niv tré, nang tén Jane,
ngwdi ma téi gap trong mét budi tiéc. Nang quyét
tam sé cung t6i chéng cw con bénh. Long tw tin d6
lam hy vong gia téng. Viéc dinh hon khién tinh than
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t6i phan chan. Biét rang, sau khi két hon, téi phai
kiém viéc lam dé c6 thé hoan tat chwong trinh tién
si. Nhuv thwong 1€, vi nhirng cau héi Ion théi thac,
t6i bat dau lam viéc cham chi va thich tha.

Dé tro cAp ban than trong luc con hoc tap, téi nap
don xin hoc bdng nghién ciru tai Gonville va dai
hoc Caius. That qua strc ngac nhién, t6i dwgc nhan
va ké tir d6, da tré nén thanh vién nghién ctu tai
Caius. Hoc bdng nghién ctru la mét bwdc ngodc
trong d&i. Nghia 1a, t6i ¢ thé tiép tuc nghién ctu
bat ké tinh trang khuyét tat cang ngay cang gia
tang. Ngoai ra, t6i va Jane con co thé két hon.
Chuyén nay xay ra vao thang Bay nam 1965. Hai
ndm sau, dira con dau ldng, Robert, ra doi. Con
Lucy, dra thir hai sinh ra khoang ba nam sau. Bra
con sau cung, Timothy, sinh nam 1979.

V&i tw cach nguoi cha, t6i ludn ludn truyén dan cho
con tam quan trong cta d&t cau héi. Con trai téi,
Tim, da tirng ké lai mot cau chuyén trong lan phéng
van vé viéc dat cau hai, téi nghi, lic dé con t6i da lo
au moét cach ngé ngan. Tim mudn biét, néu cé
nhiéu vi tru nhd rai rdc chung quanh hay khéng?
Téi ndi v&i con, dirng bao gi& ngai ngung khi dwa
ra mét y twédng hodc mét gia thuyét mac du co vé
rat khé hiéu. (Loi n6i nay khéng phai cua téi.)

(Con tiép, sb 4: tiép tu phén tw sw cua Stephen
Hawking. S6 5: Cau héi sé 1: C6 Thwong Dé hay
khéng?)

Moi xem.

Ngu Yén.
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MUC LUC SO 4

1- Leonard Cohen. Tho & Nhac Dich.
2- Tlr Chuyén Nguwdi Cat Thit. Phiém Luan
3- O M6t Noi Khac. Tho
4- Chiia An Trong Dé&. Suzanne Bradbeer,
Kich 10 phut.
5- Lw@i Dao Tho San, Haruki Murakami. Truyén Ngan.
6- Gioi thiéu sach:
Brief Answers To The Big Questions,
Stephen Hawking.
Ngu Yén dich tiép theo.
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