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Gidi thiéu

Pauline va Michael yéu nhau ngay tit cai nhin dau tién, nhung
sau khi két hon, do cé qua nhiéu su khéac biét vé tinh céach, s&
thich, théi quen... nén cudc séng lita ddi cia ho xay ra lién tiép
nhiing mAau thuin, diéu nay di 1am tinh yéu manh 1iét thud ban
dau ctia ho phai nhat dan.

Nhitng cudc cii va bat tan, nhitng 15i day nghién nhau, nudc mat,
chién tranh lanh, 1am lanh r6i lai cai vi... Ho ct sdng mét moi
trong cai vong ludn quan dé ma khoéng sao tim dudc mét mdi
trong cai vong luan quan d6 ma khéng sao tim dugc hanh phtc
thuc su, vi cai toi clia ca hai déu qua 16n.

Sau ba muoi nim chung séng, cudi cung ho di chia tay nhau...,
bdi ho nhin ra rang, du séng bén nhau nhung ho khéng cuing
nhin vé mét hudng ma vin 1a nhitng ké xa la trong doéi song hén
nhan, khéng thé hiéu va dung hoa dudc véi ngudi ban ddi clia
minh.
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Tiéu thuyét 13 mét mén qua y nghia danh ting riéng cho nhiing
ai d3, dang sap budc vao doi séng hén nhan.

Tl cdu chuyén cta hai nhan vat chinh, d6c gia sé c6 thém nhiing
kinh nghiém séng quy bau, gitp hda gidi mau thuin khong thé
tranh khoi trong ddi sdng vo chong..

Cudi troi hop tan 1a cuén tiéu thuyét tdm ly x3 hoi thit 16 cla
Anne Tyler, tiing lot vao top 10 cudn sich ban chay nhat & My
vao nim 2004 va nam trong danh sich nhiing cudn tiéu thuyét
ban chay nhat do tap chi "New York Times" binh chon nim 2005.
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Vao truyén

' I l:?{t ca nhiing ngudi hang xém déu cé thé miéu ta lai canh
gap nhau lan dau gitta Michael va Pauline.

D4 14 mot budi chiéu thit hai dau thang 10 ndim 1941. Con dudng
St. Cassians van nhd hep nhu ngay nao. Né nam & phia Péng
thanh phd Baltimore, hai bén dudng 13 nhiing diy nha bé nhd
chat hep san sat nhau, chen 1an & gita 1a nhiing ctta hang réng
chi bang phong khach. Cip song sinh nha Golka d6i khin trium
dau gan nhu giéng nhau, dang dting ban luan vé nhiing hop phan
hong dé trong t kinh hiéu thudc clia nha Sweda; ba Pozniak tay
cam gbi gidy nhd mau niu budce ra khoi ctta hiéu ngii kim; chiéc
xe hoi Ford doi B ctia 6ng Kostka vita chay tdi, tiép dén 1a mot
chiéc Cadillac hao nhoédng ciing phéng véo qua; mot Itc sau, anh
Ernie Moskowicz hang thit coc cach dap chiéc xe cii k§ chay
ngang qua.

Ctta hiéu tap héa nha Anton nhd hep va md t6i chat day hang
héa. Trong d4, c6 mdt quay hang bang gd dit theo hinh chii L,
con hang hoa trén gid xép cao dung ci tran nha thip bé. Me
Michael dang géi hai hop ddu rdi dua cho ba Brunek véi vé mit
lanh nhu tién, thim chi chang thém néi ldy mot cau “Hen gip lai
quy khach”. Con ba Brunek - chiang biét 1a Carl, Paul hay Peter, bdi
ching giong nhau nhu khudn ddce. Mot miéng van bén canh chd
dé thuc pham ngii cdc kéu ken két, toan bdé khung sudn ctia cin
nha cli ki nay lai vui sau dudi dé.

Michael dang diing phia sau quay hang kha dai bén trai, ban rén

chat titng cuc xa phong hiéu Woodbury 1én gi. Lic d6 anh vita
tron 20 tudi, ddng ngudi cao cao, quan 4o khong vita ngudi, téc
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den nhanh va cit hoi ngan, khuén mit tréng rat gy gudc, rau ria
den si, cho dli1 ngdy nao anh ciing cao nhung chin riu van 16 ra.
Lic nay, anh dang chat xa phong thanh hinh kim tu thép, ting
dudi ciing xép 5 cuc, ké tiép 4 cuc, réi 3 cuc... Mic cho me anh da
néi nhiéu 1an rang, ba khong thich kiéu thiét ké giau tinh sang
tao nay, ma chi sap xép 1am sao trong cho vitng 13 dudc.

Mot 14t sau, ngoai clta nghe tiéng leng keng, leng keng. Bat chat,
ram mot tiéng, bon cb gii xoc vao, téc dd nhanh nhu dong nude
xiét, mang theo muii md héi va muii khéi xe. “Gitip chiing t6i véi!”,
Wanda Bryk kéu 1én. C6 ban than Katie Vilna dang khoac vai diu
mot ¢ gai mic 4o khoac dd la mit, ddng thdi dé chit chiéc khin
tay trén huyét thai duong bén phai ctia ¢d ta. “C6 iy bi thuong!
Can dudc cap cttu!”. Wanda gio to.

Michael diing c6ng viéc dang 1am. Ba Brunek hodng sg dung moét
tay che mit. Carl, Paul hay Peter “huyt” mot tiéng dai. Nhung ba
Anton lai néi khéng chdp mait: “Sao lai dua c6 ta dén day?”, ba
héi, “Phai dua dén tram y té chit”.

“Tram y té déng clta r6i”. Katie dap. “Déng cita?”.

“Ngoai clta dé bang nhu thé. Ong Sweda gia nhip d6i canh vé bo
bién roi”.

“Ong ay gia nhap cai gi?”.

C6 gai mic 4o khoac @b van rat xinh dep, dit mau cé chay xudng
mot bén tai. C6 3y cao hon hai c6 gai nha hang xém, dang nguci
thon th3, trén mai toc ndu sdm 13 chiéc mi len cé trang tri mét
chiéc 14, vanh moi trén rat ré nét, tua nhu dung but vé vay.

Michael budc ti phia sau quay ra. “Chuyén gi thé?”, anh vita héi
via cham cham nhin c6 gai.
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“Lay bang keo c4 nhan cho ¢6 ay! Mang thudc sat trung ra day!”,
Wanda Bryk néi véi giong gan nhu ra 1énh. C6 1a ban hoc tit thdi
cap I clia Michael, nén rat than thiét va dudng nhu ltic nao cling
clt tly v sai khién anh vay.

CO gai 4o dé ndi: “T6i nhay xudng ti chiéc xe dang chay”.

Giong c6 thdp tram va hoi khan, trai ngude han véi giong diéu
nghe ma noi néng cia Wanda, 1am Michael sling sd. Mat ¢c6 mau
lam tim, Michael nhin va ging sttc 1am ddng tic nudt nude bot.

“Trén dudng Dubrowski c6 moét doan diéu hanh”, Katie néi, “Moi
ngudi nghe ndi gi chua? Sau anh con trai nha Szapp cung vdéi
nhém ban ctia ho déu tham gia nhéip ngii réi. Ho 1Am bang-rén
véi dong chif - ‘Can than diy, bon Nhat! Con trai nha Szapp dén
day’. Khi tién ho 1én dudng, ho thu hit moét ddm ngudi rat dong
va lam cho giao théng bi tic nghén. Khi d6, ngudi Pauline dang
trén dudng tan s& vé nha, thay ddm déng, c6 ay lién nhay ti mot
chiéc xe dang chay bang bing xudng dudng, tham gia vao doan
diéu hanh!”.

Néu tic nghén giao théng, xe trén dudng chic chin khong thé
chay nhanh dudc, nhung chang ai biét rd su thit nay. Ba Brunek
1au bau vé dong tinh. Carl, Paul hay Peter héi: “Me di, con di dudc
khong? Con di dudc khdng? Con cé thé di xem doan diéu hanh
khong?”.

“T6i thay chiing ta nén ing ho thanh nién hét minh”. Pauline giai
thich vdéi Michael.

Michael lai nuét nudce bot 1an nita, néi: “O, di nhién roi”.

“Nhung t6i bi thuong thé nay, chang gitp dudc gi thanh nién
dau”. C6 gai cam khin tay néi. Qua giong diéu khoan dung @9, cé
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thé biét dugc c6 va Pauline 13 ban. Nhung ¢6 khéng gy chti y nhu
Pauline - mai téc niu, sic mit binh thin, d6i chin may dai va
phang, trong c6 c6 vé thiéu long nhiét tinh.

“Chic c6 ay va dau vao cdt dién”, Wanda néi, “Liuc d6 hén loai
thé, ai ma biét dugc chuyén gi xay ra. C6 4y ngi xudng ngay bén
chan ching t6i, Anna & sau c6 4y mot doan. Roi toi hét 1én: ‘Trdi
al Ban sao thé?, phai cé ai d6 gitip, khong thé dé c6 ay chidy mau
dén chét. § diy ca bing keo ca nhan cling khéng cé sao?”.

“PAy cé phai hiéu thudc ddu”. Ba Anton ndi, “Siweda nghi gi vay?
Chi it 6ng ay cling 35 tudi roi con bat chudc ngudi ta dilinh!”.

Cung luc dé, Michael quay tré vao chd me anh ding phia sau
quay hang - cudi quay hang 1a ché tinh tién. Anh khom lung, sau
d6 bién mAat mot ldc, rdi lai xuat hién trudc mit moi ngudi, tay
cam mot hop thudc 14. “Béng bing”. Anh gidi thich.

Trong d6, khéng phai bang keo cd nhin, ma 1a loai béng gon
cudn, tit 14u moi ngudi dia khong dung nila, gdi trong td gidy
modng mau xanh dim, mau gidy géi gan gidng véi mau mat clia
Pauline. Con c6 thém mot cudn bang keo trang va mot chai thudc
sat tring mau nau dd. Wanda chay dén gianh 1dy, nhung Michael
khéng dua, ma tu xé 1dy mot nhtim bdng gon réi tham nudce sat
trung, sau dé tién dén trudc mit Pauline. “Dé t6i xem nao”. Anh
néi.

Ctta hiéu bdng nhién im ling. Dudng nhu moi ngudi déu hiéu day
13 khoanh khic quan trong, ca c¢d gii cam khin tay ciing thé.
Wanda b3o ¢6 4y tén Anna. Du lic d6, Anna van chua biét
Michael Anton 13 chang trai bao tht nhat dudc cd ving coéng
nhan. C6 1ay khin tay ra khoi thai duong ctia Pauline. Trudc tién
Michael ra stic 1ay canh hoa ra khéi téc Pauline, sau dé bat dau
nhe nhang sat tring vét thuong. Pauline ding yén, chang ci
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dong.

Vét thuong rat dai nhung khoéng siu 13m, bat dau khép miéng roi.
“A”, ba Brunek noéi, “khéng can phai may”.

“Chung ta khong thé xac dinh duge!”. Wanda ndi, khong 18 né lai
don gian thé.

Nhung Michael khiang dinh: “C6 4y khong sao dau”. Néi xong,
anh lai xé mét nhum béng gon dit 1én thai duong ctia Pauline,
sau d6 dan bang keo theo hinh chi thap.

Gid trong Pauline tua nhu ngudi bi hai bdi mét cude chién trong
truyén tranh. Dudng nhu ban than cé cling y thiic dudc diéu nay
va c6 bat cudi. Khi Pauline cudi, moi ngudi mdi phat hién co cé
lim ddng tién. “CaAm on rat nhiéu”, c6 néi véi Michael, “anh di
xem diéu hanh véi chiing t6i nhé”.

Anh tra 16i: “Pugc”.
Moi chuyén déu dién ra rat tu nhién.

“Con di chung dudc khong?”, cdu con trai nha Brunek hdi me,
“Con di dugc khéng me? Nin ni me ma!”.

Nhung ba Brunek lai néi: “Suyt!”.

“Viy ai trong ching ctta hiéu?”, ba Anton hdi Michael. Dudng
nhu anh khéng nghe ba héi, ma quay vao 1ay 4o khoac mic trén
gia trong géc phong. Pé 14 4o jacket kiéu hoc sinh - mét chiéc 4o
car60 xam den réng 16n. Anh thu ngudi méic 4o vao, nut cling
khong cai. “Chuin bi xong chua?”, anh hdi may c6 gii diing bén
canh.

Nhiing ngudi khiac déu nhin anh tif sau lung. Me anh, ba Brunek
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va Carl, Paul hodc Peter gi d6é va ca c6 Pelowski véc ngudi nhd
nhan di cé tudi, dén ding lic Michael va bdn ¢b gai chay nhu bay
ra ngoai. “Chuyén gi thé?”, c6 Pelowski hdi, “Rét cudc 1a chuyén
gi?... Ho di dau vay?”.

Michael chang thém ngé lai, anh d4 chay ra dén ngoai dudng. Ba
c6 gai theo sat phia sau, con moét ¢d 6 ngay canh anh. C6 nim chit
1ay canh tay trai cia Michael, mic chiéc 4o khodc @b ruc chay
nhu bay bén canh.

C6 Pelowski nhin theo va nghi rang Michael d3 hét phudng citu
chiia.

& dudng Dubrowski, doan ngudi diéu hanh di déng nhu kién. C6
rat nhiéu thanh nién di gitta via hé, nhung ho vin mic quan o
binh din, ho diéu hanh ma tréng chang théng nhit budc chan
clla doan ngudi. Cau ca nha Piazy d6i chiéc mii hai quin ma John
tiing d6i trong mot tran chién; mét anh chang khac chang biét
tén gi, trong ltc voi va di khoac 1én vai mdt tdm chin quan dung
tua nhu chiéc 4o choang. Pay 14 moét tdp ngudi 1én dudng nhap
ngitl, 40 quan rach rudi, dé6i hinh tan loan, budc di ciing khéng
déng nhat, thém vao d6, do trdi gia rét, mit ho ting dd, con sut
sui nudc mii.

Di1 vy, ma long nhiét huyét ctia ho vin ding trao. Ho vay bang-
ron tu 1am, vay cd My va ban tin trang dau clia to bao “Baltimore
Sun”; ho ho reo vi bai dién thuyét dic sic - bat ké 1a mot mau
chuyén hay mét ciu néi xtic déng long ngudi déu vang 1én trén
dinh dau ho. “Cac con sé vé trudc dip nim mdi!”, mét ngudi dan
ong deo chup tai, chdng nanh hé 16n, “Nim mdi! Mudn nim!”.
Poan diéu hanh tién budc xuyén qua ddm doéng.

Khi Michael Anton va bdn ¢6 gai xuit hién, moi ngudi ¢ ngd anh
cling tham gia nhap ngi. “Gia nhap vao ho di, Michael!”, mot
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ngudi gio 1én. Vg John Piazy ndi: “O, khéng dudc! Me ciu iy sé
chét vi soc dé! Toi nghiép ba ta!”.

CO gai mac 4o khoac d6 héi: “Anh c6 tham gia khong, Michael?”.
Tuy cb 12 ngudi ngoai cudc, nhung lai rat giy chu vy, chiéc 4o
khodc dd ton thém lan da trang hong tu nhién cta cd. Cha trach
trudc khi néi chuyén, Michael quan sat c6 rat 1au.

“O”, cudi cung anh 1én tiéng, sau dé lai nhiin nhun vai, “O, di
nhién la t6i tham gia!”, anh lai néi tiép.

Moi ngudi ding gan dé déu reo ho dén dinh tai. Wanda Bryk day
Michael ra ngoai, cho dén khi anh hoa vio doan thanh nién. Leo
Kazmerow di bén trai anh, bon c6 gai & bén phai anh chay nhu
bay doc theo via hé. “Chung t6i yéu anh, Michael!”, Wanda hé to.
Katie Vilna goi véi theo: “Vé sdm nhé!”, cit nhu ngay ldc dé anh
1én dudng ra chién tran vay.

Mot thoang sau, Michael di bi dong ngudi cuén di, nhitng thanh
nién khac thay vao vi tri cia anh ltc ndy: cé Davey Witt, Joe
Dobek va Joey Serge. “Cho bon Nhat thay ban linh thit su clia
chiing ta nao!”, bé cia David h6 hiao; mét ngudi phu nit trung
nién ding khéc gio; John Piazy néi véi ddm déng rang cic con
clia ba ta chang da nao biét “sg” 1a gi c3; mot sd ngudi bat dau
ban luin dé tai “nghe tin Michael & dau”, trong d6 cé ngudi mai
dén sang hom dé mdi hay tin, vi trudc dé anh ta dua tang me;
mdt ngudi khac biét tin sdm nhat do nghe radio, nhung khéng
quan tAm, tudng rang lai 13 trd pha phach ctia Orson Welles; mot
ngudi phu nit bao khi chong gb cla, ¢d6 dang ngdm minh trong
bon tam. “Chuyén nay qua thit khé tin”, ltic d6 chong c6 ndi thé.
“T6i nghe xong ngdi ludn trong d4”, ngudi phu nii néi, “mai dén
khi nudc trong bon trd nén lanh ngit”.

Wanda Bryk, Katie Vilna va c6 gai téc niu trd vé, nhung c6 gai
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mic 4o dd thi khong thay, c¢6 4y dd bién mat. Cé ngudi ndi, cé thé
c6 ay da cung Michael Anton theo d6i quan ra chién truong.

Nhiing ngudi quen biét Michael trong ddm déng déu chu y thay
tinh canh lic dé. Pay 1a mét viée 1am moi ngudi rat ngac nhién,
nén ho da cha y va ban luan véi nhau trong suét thoi gian dai.

HOm sau, moi ngudi hay tin Leo Kazmerow khong duge quan doi
nhan vi anh bi mu mau. Mu mau! Moi ngudi ban tan x6n xao,
mau sic lién quan gi dén chuyén chién dau bao vé dat nudc? Tri
khi bio anh diing siing ngam ban ké dich, thi c6 18 anh sé khéng
phén biét dugc mau quin phuc cta ngudi dé. Nhung moi ngudi
déu cho rang, chic chian cé cich gitp anh khic phuc khé khin
nay, chang han sap xép cho anh 1én tau, diing sau dai bac, r6i cho
anh biét nén ni phao vé huéng nao!

MAu d6i thoai dudi diy dién ra trong clta hiéu tap héa nha Anton.
Ba Anton dang nghe dién thoai, vita gdc may lién cé ngudi noéi:
“C4 tin gi vé Michael khéng? Ba Anton?”.

“Tin?” ba hdi van.

“Ciu Ay di di roi chi?”.

“0, Michael ching di ddu c3”. Ba tra 15i.

Ho nhin nhau - ba Pozniak, ba Kowalski va c6 con gai nha
Kowalski, nhung chang ai mudn tranh bién vdi ba.

Niam 1935, b Anton mat chdng, hai ndm sau lai mat da con ca -
Danny Anton khoi ngd tuin t. Cau chét vi modt cin bénh hiém
nghéo. Cian bénh d6 ctt dan nuét ching cdu. Ba Anton 13 ngudi
phu nii chiu d dau thuong, ai lai danh long trach ba?
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Ba Pozniak mua bot yén mach kem siia, xa phong Fels Naphtha
va mot hdp ddu nudng Heinz; ba Anton dit hét hang héa 1én mit
quay hang. Ba 12 ngudi it cudi ndi, tit dau dén chan toan moét mau
xam xit: t mai téc xdm tring, 1an da chiy xé u 4m trén mat, d6i
mat v6 than dén ca chiéc 4o len kiéu nam tré 16ng 1 xt phti dai
qua chiéc vay card déu 12 mdt mau xam. Khi tiép khach, ba cé
théi quen nhin qua vai ho, dudng nhu ba dang chd sy xuat hién
clla mot ngudi khac, mot ngudi nao dé khong 1am ba that vong.

Lic ndy, tiéng chudng clta kéu leng keng. Mot c6 gai mic 4o
khodc d6 chay x6c vao, tay cam mot goi gidy mong. “Ba Anton
phai khéng a?” ¢6 hdi, “Ba con nhd t6i khéng?”.

Ba Pozniak van chua mua hang xong, ba té y buc minh vi bi ¢6 gai
quay nhieu.

“Pauline Barclay”, c6 gai giai thich, “hém no t6i bi thuong & dau,
con trai ba da giup t6i bang vét thuong. Pé bay té long biét on, tbi
dan cho anh ay mét chiéc khan choang ¢6, mong la con kip”.

“Con kip lam gi?”, ba Anton hoi.

“Michael 1én dudng ra tién tuyén rdi sao?”. “Tién tuyén?”.

Luc néi hai tif nay, ba Anton hoi khung lai.

Pauline chua kip giai thich tudng tan, ctia lai leng keng ma ra,
Michael mic chiéc 4o jacket card da thdé budc vao. Chic anh di
thay Pauline trén dudng. Piéu nay thé hién rd qua 18i chao héi vo
nhu ngac nhién cta anh: “A! Pauline! La c6 a!”.

“To6i dan cho anh chiéc khan choang c6”, ¢6 ndi, hai tay dua géi

gidy dén trudc mait anh, nghiéng khuén mit nhd xinh nhin
Michael. Clta hiéu di day ap ngudi, ho gan nhu ding sat vao nhau
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va cung nhin Micheal.
Michael héi: “Cho t6i sao?”. “Choang ndé ma ra tién tuyén”.

Anh dua mat liéc nhanh me moét cai, sau dé nam tay Pauline,
“Chung con ra ngoai udng nudc”. Anh néi. “0, tai sao, chang
nhé...”, ba Anton ngac nhién.

Nhung Michael tra 18i: “Con sé vé ngay”, sau d6 anh cting Pauline
ra ngoai.

Khong hiéu sao, khi ho di rdi, khéng gian trong ctta hiéu dudng
nhu thoing réng hon ltic niy rat nhiéu.

Ba Pozniak ditng mot liic, mong ba Anton cé thé ké véi minh
nhiing chuyén vui thi1 vi. Nhung ba khéng 1am thé, ma chi dua
mat doi theo bédng con trai, mot tay s& téi s& lui mép hop siia, nhu
muén lam bon canh cfia né cang thing hon.

Ba Pozniak ting hang moét tiéng, roi 1ay mot lo mat ong.

T4 kinh trong cdc ctta hiéu trén dudng St. Cassians déu sic mau
quan su. Chi trong mét dém, tugng Dlic Me Maria, con cho 16ng
xodn bang st va hoa lua déu dudc thay thé bang c¢d M3 va ¢S ba
mau xanh do tring, trén cudn sach dia 1y cfia hoc sinh tiéu hoc vé
day ban @6 chau Au.

Ong Kostka hdi Michael phuc vu cho bd phan nao trong quin d6i.
Ho dang trong hiéu thudc ctia 6ng Sweda. Hiéu thudc dang hoat
dong trd lai dudi su quan ly ctia anh ré 6ng Sweda. Michael va
Pauline dang ngdi canh chiéc ban d4 hoa cuong. May ngay qua,
moi ngudi thudng thiy ho di véi nhau. Michael trd 18i: “Luc
quan”. Ong Kostka néi: “Thé a! T6i con ngd 1a hai quan chi”.
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“Vang, nhung tai chau say séng”. Michael nai.

Ong Kostka lai bao: “Nay, quin d6i chang dua ciu ra bién bang xe
hoi dau, biét khéng nhéc?”.

Michael tréng cé vé hoi ngac nhién.
“V4y khi nao cau dén trai huan luyén tan binh?”, 6ng Kostka hai.
Michael ditng mot ltic r6i dap: “Thit hai”.

“Thi hai! Gid d3 13 thit bay r6i diy. Me ciu thué ngudi dén clia
hiéu gitp viéc chua?”.

Moi ngudi déu hiéu rd ba Anton van chua biét Michael d3 nhip
ngil. Nhung ai ding ra néi véi ba day? Ngay ca ba Zack néi tiéng
1am chuyén ciing tuyén bd khéng danh long 1am thé. Ai cling chd
dich than Michael néi véi ba, nhung anh lai ngdi diy uéng nudc
v6i Pauline. CAu tra 18i duy nhat cia anh 1a: “Ch4u tin chic me sé
tim duoc ai d6 gitup viéc trong clta hiéu”.

Pauline vin mic chiéc 4o d8, dudng nhu d6 1a mau yéu thich clia
6. Mot chiéc 4o len da d6 khodc bén ngoai mot chiéc 4o so mi ¢
tron. Cho dén gid, moi ngudi chi biét c6 dén tit phia Bic khu phd
dai 16 Eastern 14n cdn. C6 khéng phai 1a ngudi Cong gido, c6 lam
nhan vién tiép tin trong cong ty dia dc clia bd c6. Nhiing thong
tin nay déu do Wanda Bryk cung cap. Chang hiéu vi sao, dao nay
c6 trd thanh ban than nhat ctia Pauline. Theo 18i Wanda, Pauline
14 c6 gai tuyét diéu nhat trong tudng tugng clia c6. Hon nita b ay
con rat tha vi! Rat hoat bat! Cé diéu c6 cit hay gid tro tréu ai @9,
nhung ngudi khac lai ¢ cai nhin khéac vé Pauline. Hién nhiing
ngudi dé dang ngdi uéng nudc trong quan véi ho. Chang nhé ban
nghi ho khong dong tai nghe xem c6 néi gi v4i Michael sao? Ho
coOn quan sat cd qua tdm kinh phia sau quay hang. Ltc nay, ho
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thay c6 cdi dau, nd nu cudi trén mdi, ¢d tinh ra vé diu dang, dung
ngén tay nghich dng hut, rdi khudy ly Coca lién héi. Ho nghe c6
thd thé véi Michael rang c6 lo ling cho sy an nguy cia anh ma ca
dém hoém qua khéng ngti dudc. C6 ay cé quyén gi ma lo cho su an
nguy ctia anh? C6 iy chua hé biét gi vé anh! Michael 12 mét trong
s6 thanh nién dang yéu nhat trong khu phd, dit mai dén gis ho
mdi phat hién thay anh cling 13ng man.

C6 Jabuker khoang @6 trung nién, ngbi udng nudc bén quay hang
v6i 6 Pelowski, miéng huyén thuyén ké lai chuyén c6 gip héom
qua. Sau khi gip Pauline & rap chiéu phim, c6 bdo Pauline rat
gidng Deanna Durbin. “C6 4y tréng giong Durbin day chi, & mot
mic d6 nao d4”, Jabuker ndi, “t6i biét c6 ay 1 ngudi dep téc vang,
qua that cd 4y cé, 6, cé 1an da min mang. Nhung c¢d dodn xem c6
ay noéi gi? ‘Deanna Durbin! Em khéng giong chi dau! Em chila em!
Chang gidng ai ca!”.

“Chéc chic”, Pelowski théng cdm ndi, “c6 4y chi mudn bay té cam
tinh th6i ma”.

“Néu ai d6 bao t6i gibng Deanna Durbin, t6i sé rat vui”.

C6 Pelowski nhin ngudi nga vé phia sau ghé, ngdm nhin Jabuker
that k3. “O, c6 c6 vé giong Durbin day, nhat 1a chd cam”. C6 néi.

“Ba me t6i nghiép clia cau dy, t6i chi nghi dudc mbi diéu nay thoi.
C6 gai dé chang cé gi, cd qudc tich cling khong, tham chi khong
phai ngudi Ukraina, cling khong phai ngudi Y! Néu 1a ngudi Y, téi
con d6i phé dude, nhung ¢b ay lai mang ho ‘Barclay’! C6 ay va
Michael chang cé diém tuong ddng nao ca”.

“Gidng nhu Romeo va Juliet”. C6 Pelowski néi.

Hai ngudi phu nit suy nghi hoi 1au, rdi lai liéc nhin qua tdm kinh.
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Ho thay Pauline dang khéc, Michael nghiéng ngudi dua vao quay
hang, hai tay 6m 1ay dau Pauline.

“Trdng ho rat yéu thuong nhau!”, c6 Jabuker néi.

Toi d6, nha Kowalski t6 chiic mot bita tiéc tién dua Jerry rat long
trong. Piém khac 13, nha Kowalski cé vé rat tung biing. Trong
sudt mdt tuan, cac nha khéc khi tién con 1én dudng, phan 16n moi
ngudi chi an mét bita thinh soan & nha. Con gia dinh Kowalski lai
thué mét sdnh dudng cia khu Warsaw, con mdi Lenny Zee va
ban nhac Dulcetones cfia anh dén biéu dién. Ba Kowalski cling
me ban rdn trong bép, nhiing ngudi dan d6ng mic stc thudng
thic nhiing vai bia 16n. Moi ngudi & nha thd St. Cassians, St. Stan
déu dudc mai dén.

Di nhién, moi ngudi déu dén tham dut. T tré so sinh dén tré nhd,
c6 cd 6ng Zynda ngdi trén chiéc xe lin gb miy. Ba Anton ciing
dén, mic chiéc vay xép ly phoi dai lua, bd trang phuc nay cang
lam ba trong 4&m dam hon trudc. Michael mic bd com 1€, trong
gidng hét bd anh, xuong c6 tay nho 1én 16 bén ngoai tay 4o, mét
miéng bang keo méng mau trang dan vét thuong trén mit anh.

Nhung Pauline dau?

Chic phai cé ngudi mdi c6 ay roi, chi it cling mdi theo cach 4m
chi. “Tuy cau, ciu cé thé hen c6 ay dén”. Ba Kowalski néi thé véi
Michael - ngay trudc mit me anh. Nhung ltc nay chi cé may cé
gai nha hang xém & d6 théi.

Khi vii khiic Polka dau tién vang 1én, Katie Vilna dén trudc mit
Michael, kéo anh ra san nhay. C6 1a ngudi bao dan nhat trong soé
cac cd gai. Ngay ca khi Michael td y tit chdi, ¢d vAn nam chit 1ay
tay anh khéng budng. Cudi cting, Michael danh nhugng b, bit
dau nhay nhiing budc vung vé theo nhac, thinh thodng mat van

http://tieulun.hopto.org



liéc nhin ra cfta, dudng nhu dang chd ai d6 dén.

Sanh hdéi hop trong nhu cita hiéu ngii kim. Rat nhiéu chd trén san
nha di bit dau ran nut, trén tran 1a rui nha bang kim loai va
chiim dén treo cti k§. Ban choi bai xép thanh mét hang doc theo
tudng, trén pht vai lanh théu thl c6ng. Nhém nhiing ngudi phu
ni trung nién tu lai v4i nhau, vira quan sat ti mi ba Kowalski lam
moén banh nhan thit, vita xem ba can than sip xép lai may canh
ngd tiy diing t6 diém mon in di bi dap nat.

Khi ho tré vé chd cii xem moi ngudi khiéu vii - ho cé théi quen
dan xen cac ngodn tay vao nhau dit trudc ngudi, trong nhu dat
dudi tdm tap dé du ho khéng mang tap dé. Ho ban luan budc
nhdy nhanh nhe ctia 6ng n6i Kowalski; vé mit 01 116 rd trén mit
vo chdng Wysockis (mot d6i vg chong mdi cudi); va - di nhién -
con xi xam ca hanh vi tro trén dén khé tin ctia Katie Vilna.

“Téi ddm chac, c6 ta chang biét xau ho 14 gi”, ba Golka ndi, “néu
con gai toi theo dudi dan 6ng nhu thé, toi tha chét cho xong”.

“Nhung du sao, ¢ ta cling rat than véi Pauline ma”. “Vay, Pauline
dau? T6i khéng nghi c6 ay cé mit & day?”.

“C6 ay khong dén dau”. Wanda tuyén bo.

Ching ai chil y Wanda dén ti ltic nao, budc chin ctia ¢d cudn
theo am nhac. C6 dung nia ghim moét cay xuc xich hun khéi cho
vao dia, noi: “Pauline gian roi, vi Michael khong mai c6 ay”.
“Khong mai?”.

“C6 dy dang 6 nha bd me”. “Nhung tai sao?”.

“Michael chi nghi dén cdm nhin ctia me anh théi. Moi ngudi déu
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biét me anh 4y 1a ngudi thé nio rdi! Anh bo Pauline khi dén day
phai té ra nhu 13 tinh cd gip mit. Lic dau cd ay dong y, nhung
sau to6i doan 13 c6 ay da ddi y. Vi tdi hom dé khi toi goi dién dén,
c6 ay bao khéng mudn di. €6 ay ludn cam thay tu hao khi cé mét
ngudi con trai 3 bén canh minh, chi khéng phai theo bAm anh ta
dé tao nén vé xau ho va bé mit”.

Wanda ding diy di vé phia ban dé 1dy mén trang miéng. “C, c6
ay dung day”, cudi cung ba Golka ndi, “con gai phai gitt mét so
nguyén tac”.

“Cau Ay chi nghi cho cdm xtc ctia me minh théi”.

“Viy, cdu ay 1lam thé thi dugc 1gi gi? Dt sao Dolly Anton di qua
doi, Michael r6i cling trd thanh 130 gia d6c than lam 1 thoi”.

“Trdi al” ba Pozniak noéi, “Cau ay mdi 20 tudi! Phai mot thdi gian
rat dai cdu 4y mdi trd thanh ldo gia ddc than lam 1t day!”.

Dudng nhu ba Golka khéng may hai long, ba van nhin chim
chim béng diang Michael. “Nhung thit ra, ciu iy cé biét hay
khéng?”.

“Biét chuyén gi?”.

“Cau ay c6 biét Pauline gidan khéng? Wanda cé ndi véi cau ay
khéng?”.

“Wanda!” mét ngudi trong sd ho cit cao giong goi. “Wanda
Bryk!”.

Wanda quay ngudi lai vdi cai dia cAm trén tay.

“Co c6 noéi cho Michael biét Pauline khong dén khong?”. “Khéng,
Pauline mudn anh iy lo ling”. Néi xong, Wanda quay di 1y mét
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miéng banh ngot.
Lai mét sy trim ling. Sau d6, d4m phu nii cling déng thanh: “O0”.

Ban nhac Dulcetones ditng chdi. Ong Kowalski gd nhe vao micrd,
tao mot tiéng vong rat 16n trong sanh. “T6i thay mit Barbara...”
6ng ndi, mdi 6ng dé€ qua gan micrd, nén lic phat Am tya nhu bom
nd, thé 1a c6 may ngudi diung tay bit tai lai. Cling ltic d6, bon tré
dang choi trd “vit ngdng”, nhitng da tré so sinh thi niing niu
nam trong 4o khodc clia me, may cau thanh nién ngdi gan vai bia
dang khoe khoang luén mom, 4m thanh ngay cang 16n.

Vi thé, khi Michael 1én trdn ra ngoai ma khéng ai chii y dén anh.
C6 thé anh khoéng 1én 1t ma nging cao dau sai bude di ra. B3i vi
ai cling chu y chuyén xay ra trong sanh, thim chi cd me anh. Moi
ngudi dang chic Jerry thuong 16 binh an, cha x dang cau
nguyén, tiéng ho reo va tiéng vo tay lién tiép.

Nhung moi ngudi déu chti y khi thay Michael than nhién trd vé.
Anh di vé hudng dam ddéng, diing cdm kéo tay Pauline, budc qua
tling canh ctta go to 16n. Khi anh gitp cé ¢6i 4o khoac, moi ngudi
thay c6 mic mot chiéc vay den bd sat, trong c6 khac han vdi
nhiing c6 gai mic 4o nit nguc budc day, 4o khoac dai va vay théu
sic s&. D6i mit cb Ay ciing giy chu ¥ véi moi ngudi. Pé 1 d6i mat
long lanh, véi nhiing sgi 16ng mi dai. C6 nhin Wanda Bryk mim
cudi. Pé 1a nu cudi dugm budn, dudng nhut ¢d dang kiém nén cam
xuc cia minh. C4 1€ ¢6 vira méi khéc xong.

O, rd rang, c6 va Michael di ndi chuyén véi nhau rdi. C6 quay
ngudi, nhin Michael day hy vong. Michael 1ay hét can dam, mdt
lan nita nam lay tay cd, di sdu vao trong sanh, ngang qua chd
Jerry dng - anh ta nd nu cudi bang qud, liéc mit dua tinh véi
Katie, dén trudc ddm phu nit dang ngoi trén ghé xép. “Me”, anh
noi, “me con nhd Pauline cha!”.
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Me anh hai tay bung mot céi dia dat trén dui - trén dia chi con
moi mét miéng ca cdi dudng noéi 1énh bénh trong nudc sot
Horseradish, lanh lung nhin anh.

“Pauline... 1a ¢6 gai thich hogp véi con”. Anh néi vdi ba. Troi da
khuya, nhung tiéng 6n trong sanh van dinh tai nhtic é6c. Nhiing
dita tré chay nhay khong biét mét moi.

Con chd ba Anton ngdi lai bao truim mdt bau khéng khi tram
lang, tua nhu mét hon d4 van diing im trong con séng gon.

Pauline tién vé phia trudc, nd mot nu cudi tu day 1ong, lim ddng
tién clia c6 sdu va duyén dang. “Bac Anton”, c6 ndi, “ching ta sé
trd thanh ban than! Chung ta cé thé bau ban khi Michael di
vang”.

Ba Anton hdi: “C6 bo ai di vang?”.

Pauline van tiép tuc cudi véi ba. Di116ng mi uon uét, cd vin mang
dén niém vui tu nhién cho moi ngudi. Lan da ctia ¢6 min mang
tua nhu mot canh hoa xuan.

“Me 0i, con nhip ngii r6i”. Michael noi.

Ba Anton sting ngudi. Sau dé ba ding diy, nhung khong viing.
Ngudi phu nit ngdi bén lién vdi ding 1én, 5 1ay cai dia trong tay
ba. Ba Anton ching thém dé y dén cai dia cam trong tay. “Con
khoéng dudc di”, ba ndi v4i Michael, “gid me chi cé con, ho khéng
dé con tham gia dau”.

“Con di tham gia quin d6i rdi, thit hai sé dén trinh dién déi
trudng”.

Ba Anton ngat lim di.
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Ba ngi xudng vdi tu thé thang ding rat ky la, khong ngi ra sau,
ma tif tit ngd xudng theo nép gip clia vay. Moi ngudi von cé thé
dd dudc, nhung déng tac cta ho lai chdm chap la lung. Ngay ca
Michael ciing chi biét thit ngudi diing nhin nhu khtc gb, mii dén
khi ba ngd xudng san. Sau d6 anh goi: “Me 0i?” rdi quy ngay
xudng dat, vo nhe 1én hai ma ba. “Me oi! Néi gi véi con di! Me tinh
lai di!”.

“Bao moi ngudi diing lui ra, cho ba 4y it khong khi trong lanh”,
d4am phu nit nhac anh. Ho ding diy, kéo ghé ra, d6ng thdi “suyt”
mét tiéng dudi bon dan 6ng bén canh di. “Dé ba 4y nam thing
ngudi”. Ba Pozniak kéo Pauline ra mot bén; ba Golka bdo mot dia
con song sinh ctia minh di 1ay nudc.

“Goi bac si mau! Cap cttu!”. Michael hét 16n, nhung dam phu nit
noéi: “Ba ay khong sao dau”. Mot ngudi trong s6 ho - ba Serge, mot
qua phu - phét ra tiéng thd dai ning né, sau d6 néi: “Pé ba dy nghi
ngoi di, that toi nghiép”.

Ba Anton md mat nhin Michael, r6i lai nhim mat. Hai ngudi phu
nii d& ba ngdi day, lat sau ho diu ba 1én ghé va ludn miéng ndi:
“Ba khong sao dau. Ding cing thang, thu giin nao”. Nhung vita
ngdi vao ghé, ba Anton lién khom ngudi, hai tay 6m mit. Ba
Pozniak v6 nhe 1én vai ba.

Michael diing & moét bén, tay ndm chit nim dam d&é dudi nach.
Ludn cé ngudi vd vai an i anh, nhung chang c6 hiéu qua gi.
Pauline lai bién mat, ngay cd Wanda & bén canh cling khéng thay
c6 roi khoéi.

Ban nhac Dulcetones van tiép tuc dién tiau, nhung cé vé nhat
nhéo; may dia tré vin nhon nhdo; Jerry Kowalski ha hc mom
sling s& trudc micrd. Khéi thude 14 bay quanh bén dudi rui nha gb
cao cao. Mui mé héi xen 1an véi mui dua mudi lan tda trong
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khéng khi. Thtc an trén ban trong nhu vita bi cudp - cai dia 1én
dé c4 gan nhu trong réng, van con day nudc sét mau nau, thia
mudng muc thiic in 1am 6 tAm vai lanh sach sé&, canh ngo tiy uét
dip nat, chang cé chut hap dan.

Vé sau, moi ngudi déu cho rang bita tiéc 1an d6 1a mdt sai lam. Ho
bdo, chang ai con tdm trang an mung khi con ho rdi nha ra chién
trudng, thim chi sé t tran.

HOm sau, clia so trén gac clia hiéu Anton déng chit im lim, ngay
cd phia sau rém ctta vién hoa ciing khong thay moét ké hé. Vi 1a
chii nhit, Michael va me déu khoéng di 1é nha thd, nhung moi
ngudi chang 14y d6 1am la. Sau khi Danny bénh, dudng nhu nha
Anton d3 cé y nghi tit bé tin ngudng.

Trong khu din cu nay, moi ngudi thudng khéng ngiu nhién dén
thim nhau - ngoai ho hang than thich, chang cé cudc viéng thim
nao. Nha ctta xung quanh déu qua nhd hep, khodng cich cling
kha gan, hang x6m lang giéng khong cé 1ay mét bui ciy dé bao vé
hang rao nha ho. Vi viy, moi ngudi déu mudn tranh than nhau
qua. Thé nhung, xé chiéu hdm d6, ba Nowal & d6i dién goi dién
cho ba Anton dé héi tham tinh trang stic khde va dong vién ba.
Pong thdi, xem ba cé & nha khong dé mang mét it thiic in siy
kho sang thim, nhung chang ai nghe dién thoai ca. Lat sau,
Nowal néi véi ba Kostka rang t6i ddm chac bén nha ho c6 ngudi
nhung khéng tra 16i may. Chung ta biét rang thinh thoang ai
ciing déu c6 cam gidc 6. Chudng d6 8 - 9 tiéng... hai bén dau day
déu than trong dé ching.

Nhung, diy chi 1a suy dodn ctia ba Nowal théi, c6 1€ ba Anton ra
ngoai roi. Pung 1a ba Anton c6 médt ngudi anh ré khong thich qua
lai véi ai c3, 6ng ta m& mot clta hiéu ban hang kho gan cdng vién
Patterson. Nhung kha ning ba ra ngoai khong nhiéu 1am. Néu su
that 13 thé, chic chan sé cé ngudi thay ho di dao chung.
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T6i hém dd, ba Nowal may 1an nhin qua bén kia dudng, nhung
chi thay t kinh cfta hiéu tap hdéa tdi dén va rém che kin cla s9,
15 hdp xa phong hiéu Campbell xép ngay ngan theo hinh kim tu
thap ma Michael yéu thich, phia trudc dé treo may chit vang gon
song “Ctia hiéu tap héa Anton”.

Quan d6i thué mdt chiéc xe buyt chd tin binh dén Virginia. Pay
1a xe buyt chd hoc sinh, thung xe di dudc son lai thanh mau vang
cd ta Am dam. 8 gid sang thu hai, xe ditng § diém quy dinh chd
dén. Rat nhiéu 6ng bd ba me t6p nim tdp ba di dén, 18 budc chin
chidm chap, chan chit do du. It nhat mbéi nha cé mot thanh nién di
trudc dan dudng. Nhitng thanh nién nay khiéng thing gidy hoic
thtiing da. Ngudi nha ctia ho tay cam hdp com trua, hdp banh kem
va binh gilt 4m. Trdi hdm nay 4m u va lanh, con cé gié théi tiing
con, nhung dudng nhu ching ai ndn néng bao cic chang trai 1én
xe. Ho tu ndm tu bay dung vdi nhau, gitt chat hanh ly trong tay
va khong ngliing ddm chan giit Am. Trong dé cé vai gia dinh biét
nhau, nhung phan 16n déu xa la. Di1 viy, ho vin chao hdi nhau.
Pau tién, ho nhanh chéng nd nu cudi do xét véi chang thanh
nién, sau dé chuyén d&i 4nh mat di chd khéc, dé cac gia dinh dé
c6 dudgc thdi gian riéng tu bén nhau.

Ca nha Kowalski dua tién Jerry, ngudi yéu ctia anh cling dén, di
cung con c6 ba Sweda, va em ba Kowalski. M6t ltc sau, ca nha
Witz, ba Serge va Joey cling dén.

Ba Anton va Michael cling c6 mait.

Ba Anton trong u buén hon trude nhiéu. Khi hang xém chao haj,
ba cling chdng mang ban tAm. Ba mic 4o khoac ni hoa mau xam,
d6i vé dai nam trong mot déi gidy da mau nAu, hai tay dut siu
vao tti. Michael tu cam 1ay hop com trua, deo mot tti du lich
mau den di ndi moc, trén ¢ van choang chiéc khin do Pauline
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dan - xen 1an hai mau tring va xanh hai quin, hau hét cic c6
hang xém déu nghi kiéu khan day qua don gian.

Ho vita dén noi, mot ngudi dan 6ng to khde mic quin phuc budc
vung vé tif trén xe buyt xudng, tay cam mot tip ho sd. Trude do,
chang ai biét 6ng & trén day. Ho chi thay mdi tai xé dang dé xe no
may ngoi sau tay 14i, sic mit lanh ling nhin vao khoang khéng
phia trudc.

“Pugc rdi, cdc anh ban nhd”, ngudi dan éng mic quin phuc néi
16n, “hdy xép hang & bén trai t6i”.

Ca tan binh va ngudi than ctia ho déu bat dau tan loan dudi su chi
dan cia 6ng. Nhung Michael vin ding yén tai chd, mat nhin
chim cham vé hudng Bic, diém giao nhau gitta dudng Broadway
va duong Eastern.

“Tién vé phia trudc ndo cac anh ban nho va ndéi tam biét di”.

Ong Kowalski cam chiéc may anh Kodak chup vai tdm cho Jerry.
Trong anh, Jerry mim cudi cling nhic, chang chut tu nhién. Em
gai Jerry néi 1én tiéng kén tién quan, ban gai dang rong vong tay
6m va tp mit vao trong c6 anh.

“Chung ta di théi cac chang trai, nhanh 1én nao”. Nhung ngay lic
d6, Pauline chay dén tit huéng Péng dudng St. Cassians. C6 van
mac 4o khodc d6, nén ti xa moi ngudi dd nhan ra. Khéong cho
Pauline 1én tiéng, moi ngudi da goi: “Michael! Nhin kia!”. Michael
lién quay dau nhin vé phia Pauline. Khi c6 chay gan dén, moi
ngudi méi biét tai sao c6 khéng kéu 1én: ¢d siap hut hai rdi, that
t6i nghiép. C6 thd hon hén, téc phong 1én, mit dd nhu gic - gid
khong phai ltic ¢6 dep nhit, nhung cé ai dé y chuyén nay? C6 dua
hai tay ra, Michael ciing bd hanh ly xudng, bat dau chay tdéi. Khi
ho dén bén nhau, Michael lién 6m 14y c6, liic nay hai chan c6 da
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roi khoi mit dat.

Moi ngudi ding nhin déu thd phao nhe nhém - moi ngudi déu
thé, ngoai me anh. Nhung lic nay day, ba cling diing nhin véi vé
mait gan nhu théng cadm. Sao ba khéng théng cdm cho dugc? Ho
6m chit 1ay nhau, ¢t nhu khéng bao gid mudén rdi xa. Pauline
hoén hén néi: “... Tudng anh di tau hda, nhung... d&n nha anh...
dén nha Wanda... cudi cting héi mét ngudi di dudng, sau dé...
Michael, xin 16i, em xin 16i!”.

“Tat ca 1én xe!”, ngudi mic quin phuc gao 1én. Michael budng
Pauline ra. Anh quay lai lay hanh ly, cti dau cho me hon, roi quay
nhin Pauline m&t céi, sau @6 lién 1én xe.

Khi xe chay, Pauline va ba Anton diing song song nhau, hai ngudi
déu viy tay chao anh véi tinh yéu chan chtta.

Gitta cac 14 cd trong t1 kinh clta hang 13 hang d4 bang g6, 6ng gia
Noel 1am bang thach cao va cay théng Noel cao 10 feet (don vi do
chiéu dai Anh bang 0,3048m) mau xanh hinh chép cao cé diém
mdt it hoa tuyét trang tua nhu bot xa phong. Thién than tuyét
ndi tiéng ctia ba Szapp 1a tudng thay tinh 1lam bang thf céng
cling danh cho minh mét chd dudi 14 co. Ba Brunek dit tdm con
tuan 16c bang s 1én tdm ban dd nudc Tiép Khic, dé chung di
xuyén trén do.

S6 thanh nién nhip ngii dudng nhu khéng mét ai vé miing Giang
sinh. Du sao ho cling 1a linh méi, phai gilt cuong vi ciia minh. C6
18, ngudi than cta ho ai cling déu phai chuin bi tdm 1y cho viéc
nay. Nhung ho vin bang hoang khi su thit nay dén tai. Con hém
nhd bdéng chdc yén tinh la thudng; phong ngt clia con ho tréng
rat trong trai; ban in cling tinh ling va budn té - khéng con thay
canh céc ciu con trai bé nhio trudc ban in tranh nhau miéng
canh ga cudi cung, cling chiang con bat gip canh tudng ching
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udng uc mot hoi hét ca chai sita.

Tham chi, thu cling ngay cang it di. La thu cling ¢t nhu 1a cung
mot ngudi viét vay. “Trong ddi ctia con cé may ciu dudc 1lam”
hoic “Me ching tudng tudng ndi chiing con phai khuin hang tin
thtuing vii khi day” hoidc “Nhd nhitng téi chi nhat ngbi bén radio
cung gia dinh qua”. Nhiing 16i nay chi khic nhau déi chiat, nhung
van dudc moi ngudi doc to trong clia hiéu tap héa. Ca ba Wittur,
ba Serge, ba Kowalski, ba Dorbek... Di con ho khéng cé diém
tudng ddng, it nhat 1a cho dén Itic nay.

“Con c6 thé bit mit thio 13p sting”, Michael Anton viét trong thu -
Michael - rat yén binh nhung lai khéng thiéu long nhiét tinh!
Ciling giong nhu Joey Serge va Davey Witt. Ho khong chi miéu ta
nhiing trai nghiém gidng nhau, nau bép, tiém thudc thuong han,
d6i chan néi bong nudc, ma cach dung tl cling rat giong - ho
thich diing nhiing tit dia phuong, cach dién dat s6i ndi, dung qua
nhiéu diau ngoic kép nhung diu phay lai khéng cé. “Hém qua
hanh quin 20 dim, me biét khoéng chin con dau nhat d6... Phai
chi gid me thay dudc con thu don giudng gdi gon gang sach sé thé
nao, c6 mot ‘trung si’ ding ké bén gidm sat con day”.

Cé 18 thu ho viét cho ngudi yéu dic biét hon chit khong nhu thé
nay, nao ai biét duge? Chi duy mbi y “anh yéu em” va “anh nhdé
em” cling cé rat nhiéu cach dién dat. Nhung ngudi yéu ctia ho lai
khoéng chiu cho ngudi khac xem thu, chi tiét 16 mét vai ciu trong
d6, roi di ké véi may cb ban. Thé nén, ddm phu nii trung nién chi
danh ngbi dodn mo nodi dung trong thu thoi.

Katie néi v4i Wanda, ngay nao Michael cling viét thu cho Pauline,
c6 khi mét ngay viét hai 1an, nhung néi dung ho tiét 16 ciing
chang cé gi dic biét. Anh ay khong thich thiic dn & d6; anh chang
giudng bén cli ngdy sudt, giong nhu tiéng cdi xe; cudc séng trong
quan d6i ltc nay 1a chién dau bang tinh mang, ltic khéc thi nhan
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rdi ngdi chd, réi lai chd, hdm sau van tiép tuc chd, chd chién
tranh tu két thiic. Gid d3 budc sang nim mdi, nim 1942, nhung
moi ngudi ¢l ngd may tuan trudc ho di hoan thanh nhiém vu
chién dau trd vé roi.

Thong thudng méi chiéu, ba c6 gai déu ghé lai clta hiéu tap hda
nha Anton mét Itic - Katie, Wanda va Pauline, thinh thoang Anna
ban Pauline cling dén. “Bac van khde cht, bac Anton?”. Pauline
quan tAm hdi han, “Michael nh& chiu chim séc bac, anh iy rat lo
cho stic khoe ctia bac. Dao nay bac c¢é nhan dudc thu clia anh Ay
khong?”.

Ba Anton van au sau nhu moi khi. “Néu né lo cho t6i nhu thé thi
né di khéng nhip ngii”. Ba néi ngay. Nhung nhiing ai quen biét
ba déu phat hién thay ba cé vé vui va thoai mai hon trude. Sau dé
ba hdi: “T6i dodn chic c6 céd nhan thu ctia né?”, ba thich héiloanh
quanh nhu thé.

“Vang a, sang nay chau c6 nhan dugc mot bic, anh ay néi anh ay
van khée”.

Sau khi may c6 gai rdi khoi, ddm phu nit con lai lién an i ba
Anton rang Pauline cé y t6t ghé tham ba. “C6 ay chi muén than
thién vé&i ba thoi, ba cling nén tot vdi co6 ay chut di”.

Nhung ba Anton néi: “H, 1am viéc trong coéng ty ctia bd, di nhién
c6 ta rdnh réi roi, toi nghi thé day”.

Ba Anton thué mdét ngudi da den thay Michael gitp trong nom
clta hiéu tén 14 Eustace. Anh ta gay gd nho bé, 1an da niu tua nhu
miéng banh mi nudéng, khéng biét chinh xic tudi, mic 4o khodac
to day, thudng phii qua ntta chiéc quan yém (quan cé miéng che
nguc cta cdng nhin). M6i 1an ba Anton sai anh 1am gi, anh vita
dap: “vVang, thua ba” vua trang nghiém dit mét tay 1én mép mi
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té vé cung kinh. Nhung ba lai bdo véi moi ngudi phai sém cho
anh ta nghi viéc. “Pay 14 céng viéc gia dinh”, ba ndéi, “tdi rat khé
chiu khi phai thué mét ngudi la! T6i chi mong Michael vé théi. Ma
sao miiné van chua vé thé”.

Thang hai, cudi cling anh d3 vé nha, nhung chi & 1ai mét thdi gian
ngin. Gid ddy moi ngudi di quen véi viéc thay ngudi mic quan
phuc di lai trén pho. Con clia ho Itc vé thim nha déu dé mai téc
ngan dén bat ngd, mic quin phuc bang vai bd. Michael thay déi
nhiéu hon nhiing thanh nién khac. Tréng anh tiéu tuy vé cling,
mit hép vao 16 rd xuong gd m4, dudi hoc mit hai sung. RS rang
anh khéng con quan tdm me nhu trudc. Trong ctia hiéu chang
thay béng dang anh diu. Du c6 ngudi chao hdi trén dudng, anh
van tho thian nhu trén may. Xem ra, mdi mot day than kinh trén
ngudi anh déu tip trung & noi Pauline.

That ra, moi ngudi cling d3 quen véi nhiing moéi tinh ling man
ndng chdy trong thoi chién. Ba ciu con trai nha Szapp déu két
hén chi trong mét tuan! Nhung do Pauline khéng & trén con pho
nay, nén Michael hau nhu véi va trd vé rdi bién mat trong nhay
mat. Phan 16n thdi gian anh & nha ¢6 dy. Theo 18i Wanda, ngudi
nha c6 4y rat mén anh. Ho rit yéu quy va hoan nghénh anh, vi bé
me cb chi c6 bdn ngudi con gai, trong dé chi méi cé mét ngudi 1ay
chdng. Bat ké Itic nio, chi can anh dén choi, ngudi nha 6 déu mdi
anh & lai diing biia, hon nita ho quan tdm chim séc anh rat dic
biét. Di nhién Pauline vui nhu dang trén thién duong. Theo cac
tin don, v4i Michael day 14 nim ngay tuoi dep, khong au siu lo
lang. Sau d4, anh 1én tau dén California hoc khéa huan luyén dic
biét. BA Anton & lai nha tréong cang c6 don, 1é loi hon trudc day. Ba
cting khong con nhic chuyén cho Eustace nghi viéce nita.

Ba Szapp do hdéi ba Anton cé phai Michael va Pauline dang tinh
chuyén két hon khong. Ba 1am thé rdé rang chang khéo léo chut
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nao. Luc dé khach trong ciia hiéu déu cé vé cing thiang, nhung
phan 1ing cia ba Anton lai Idm moi ngudi rat ngac nhién. “Pung
vay”, ba binh than trd 16i, “né tling ndi chuyén nay vdi t6i, né bao
hai dita 3 ban tinh r6i. Thit ra moi ngudi ai cling biét mot 6 gai
Baltimore néu lay ngudi Phap hay ngudi Anh sé thich hop hon”.

“O, di nhién r6i”. Di nhién khéng ai ban cii vé van dé nay, moi
ngudi bén canh déu phu hoa ndi theo, sau dé lai véi tim 16i an i
ba.

Niam ngoai du liéu clia moi ngudi, bd Anton khéng im ling nhu
moi khi ma lai tiép 16i. Nhung khi néi chuyén ba lai € 16 hoi thé
don dap, gip rut vé gian dit. Hinh doéng nay chiang hop vdi tinh
cach kiém 161 va thdai d6 lanh lung ctia ba chit nao.

Katie Vilna rdi khéi xudng 1am d6 hdp, tim mot céng viée ché tao
linh kién may bay. Cip song sinh nha Golka mdi ngay déu di lam
& xudng gang thép ngoai 6 thanh phd. Wanda Bryk chi chd nhan
dugc 1énh, lién gia nhip d6i quan hau bi nit. C6 nén 1am thé
khong? Hay khéng nén? C6 ngdi trén chiée ghé trong quan nudc,
xoay ngudi, khéng ngiing héi ban than nhu thé. Hay day! Mot cb
gai tiing ndi véi co: cit thé ma lam! Néu dudc bé me cho phép, ho
cliing sé tham gia ngay.

Pauline khong thudng lui dén phé St. Cassians nhu trudc nita. Gid
co dang ban vdi cong tac tinh nguyén. Cac c6 gai hang xém cling
déu c6 cong tac tinh nguyeén riéng, cho dén gid, chic ho di dung
dugc 1 triéu cudn bang vét thuong rdi. Trong thdi gian 1am viéc,
ho phai d6i khan triim dau mau tring, trong nhu tugng nhan su.
Nhung co6ng viéc ctia Pauline nghe ra tha vi hon. Katie ndi
Pauline dang gitip cho mot ciu lac bd quan nhan do hdi Hong
thap tu t6 chic, cung cap ca phé va banh ran cho cac anh linh.
Hau nhu Katie d8m khéng hét minh d3 titng gip bao nhiéu anh
chang! C6 ndi chi tiéu 16n nhit clia cb trong nhitng ngay nay
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chinh 1 mua giay viét thu va bi thu.

Thé 13 rat nhiéu cb6 gai héi 1an sau ho cé thé cung c6 dén dé
khong.

Trong ctia hiéu tap héa nha Anton, ba Szapp héi: “Pauline di dau
r6i? Sao dao nay khoéng ai thay cé ay?”.

“O, né & gin day théi”. Ba Anton dap. “Tdi con tudng cb dy di dau
roi chi”.

“Né & gan day thoi, téi ndi roi ma! Hom dé né con & day, vao cai
hém... hdm nao iy nhi, tuan trudc hay tuan trudc nira, cit luén
miéng ndi vé Michael vdi t6i, ba cling thay cach né néi chuyén roi
do”.

Ba Szapp ngiing hdi 1au, sau dé héi mua mot cin xtic xich can bao
nhiéu phiéu thuc pham.

Con trai nha Piazy gip tai nan 3 bién San H6 khi di tau cling quin
d6i. Pay 1a su kién bat hanh dau tién lan dén khu phé cho dén
nay.

Ong Piazy hoan toan tram ling. Sudt may ngay lién, ca hang xém
ctia 6ng cling trd khudn mat trang béch khi di trén dudng, ling 18
lac dau, dudng nhu ho khéng sao tin dude diéu nay. Moi chuyén
déu 1a su that! Ho ban tan vdéi nhau: nhung trude dé chua mot ai
néi cho ho biét su viéc lai nghiém trong thé nay!

Nha Dorbek nhan dugc bic dién bao. Trén dé viét: Joe mat tich
trong khi chién dau, Davey Witt dudc dua vé nha vi van dé tinh
than, nhung ngudi nha ho tranh khéng néi dén van dé nay, Jerry
Kowalski mic bénh sot rét, Michael Anton bi tring dan sau lung
nhung di dugc dua dén bénh vién.
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Ba Anton bao rat vui. Ba néi: “Né con nam trén giudng bénh ngay
nao tuc ngay dé noé sé khong ra nudc ngoai dé bi ngudi ta giét
chét”. Moi ngudi cling chang vi thé ma trach ba.

Gid day Pauline nhin nhiéu thu hon trudc, day ba hoép giay roi.
C6 khiang khiang cho rang Michael “bi thuong”. Pung 13 anh bi
thuong, nhung chi bi nhe théi do 16i cia mét tin binh ngu ngdc.
Nhung theo 16i Pauline miéu ta, ban sé nghi Michael vi chién dau
vdi ké dich anh diing mdi bi thuong.

Ong 130 ngudi Nhit ban ca & chd Broadway lang 18 bién mat. Ong
di dau? Ong 13 ngudi rat tot! Oi, moi chuyén & day kéo dai lau qua
roi: chién tranh ctt mii tiép dién. Gid da 1a mua hé. Su kién Tran
Chiu cang dudng nhu di 1a vu viéc xay ra hon tram nam trudec.

Nhitng mit hang von thudng thay gid trd nén rat thiéu thoén. Vi
du nhu kep téc, con ai nghi dén kep téc nita chit?... Ngay ca dda
con trai it nha Brunek ciing khéng cé dudc chiéc xe ba banh 1am
qua sinh nhét, vi viéc cung tng vo xe cao su rat eo hep.

Khong 1du sau, vin phong quin déi lai gdi hai biic dién bao cho
nha Szapp trong ba ngay. Viéc nay 1lam moi ngudi déu an han vi
hanh vi 0odn trach nhitng chuyén nhé nhat trudc day ctia ho.

Khi Michael Anton vé& nha nghi dudng, anh viét thu cho me bao
chi muén minh Pauline ra ga dén. Ba Anton xem xong khong hé
gian. Ba cho ring anh muén cau hén Pauline. Ba ndi thé véi
nhiing ngudi phu nit bang thai d6 rat binh than, con nhiin nhe
vai. Con trai vé rdi, di nhién ba cé thé chiu dudc chuyén nay.

Nguyén nhin Michael giai ngii 1a vi anh bi gdy chan, va gic day
thi anh phai di thot chan suot ddi. Me anh titng nghi c6 thé anh sé
bi diéu vé 1am cbéng viéc vin thu. Nhung that khé tin va cling
khong sao gidi thich, anh dude dua vé nha. Ca ddi anh chua ting
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tham gia chién dau, sau nay ciing khong con co hdi nita. Ba
Anton goi day 1a “vét thuong dang gia ci triéu @6 la”. Sau d6, ba
bat dau lap bap va khéng ngitng liéc mat nhin ba Szapp. Nhung
ba Szapp lai binh tinh ndi: “Theo t6i, dang gia ca tram triéu dé la
day chtt, Thudng P& qua rat nhan ti v4i Michael”.

Khi du doan Michael va Pauline sé budc xudng tit xe dién chay
trén dudng ray - khodng trua thi tu vao cudi thang 8 - moi ngudi
lan lugt xuat hién trong clta hiéu tap hda, tity y chon hang, moét
hdp rau ciu hodc mdét cidy vot ddp mudi. Ho & lai rat 1au, ndi
chuyén phiém va khéng ngiing liéc nhin ba Anton diing bén
canh. Ba mic chiéc vay dep hon binh thudng, con t6 chut son,
nhung ho khéng con 1y do &lai ctta hiéu nita. Thé 1a ho 1an lugt ra
ngoai, dén via hé, diing trudc ti kinh clta hiéu nha Serge ngay
canh tiém tap hda. Ba Serge xem ngon cd 1a bang hiéu cta tiém,
c6 mdt diy tugng cac nit tu bang st xép thanh hang - trong s6 cac
ni tu nho xinh nay, cé ngudi mé& miéng hinh chit O dang hat mot
bai ca chtic tung, cé ngudi tay cAm mdét chudi hat mau vang nhé
quy xudng cau nguyén, chudi hat vé 1én trudc nguc ho. Tiét trdi
néng nhu thiéu dot, anh ning chiéu roi 1am mit nhiing ngudi
phu nit phat sang 1ap lanh. Béng khudn mit lan rdng phia dudi
canh tay ho bién thanh hinh ban nguyét t6i md. Du vy, ho van
ding nhin chim chti may biic tudng nit tu ctia ba Serge.

Poan dudc tau hoéa sé dén tré, ho thi tham vdi nhau: tau hda gid
thuong dén tre, chita day binh linh trén d6, cé khi con dung lai
nda ching.

Ba Anton hai 1an ciing gia nhip vao hang ngii cia ho, vién cd
thay c6 khach hang budc dén trudc clia tiém - binh thudng ba
khoéng 1lam vay. Ba ci ngéng maii vé phia dudng Dubrowski, sau
do lai di vao trong tiém. Lic nay, nhiing ngudi phu nit mdi phat
hién ba van mang déi vé thudng ngay.
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Khi budc ra 1an thi ba, ba goi: “Eustace? Eustace cé diing day véi
moi ngudi khong?” du chang cé 1y do gi dé ba cho ring anh ta
ding chung véi ho. Ba lai ngéng vé phia con dudng, sau dé reo
1én: “N6 vé rdil”.

Di nhién khong phai Eustace, ma 1a Michael, c6 ca Pauline di bén
canh anh. Nhin tif xa, dang ho nhd bé, rat xting d6i, hét nhu déi
vg chong trén chiéc banh kem ngay cudi - Pauline mic 40 mau
nhat, Michael mic quan phuc kaki mua hé. O, mdt bd quin phuc
d@ 1am 16ng ban nhéi dau, hay tran day yéu thuong, dau budn va
khat vong! Ping vy, Michael ning né dua trén chiéc nang, moéi
lan budc di chan anh phai déu hoi nghiéng. Hai tay Pauline dit
trudc ngudi, ra stc xach ti hanh 1y ctia anh. Du vy, ho van budc
di nhanh hon moi ngudi nghi. PAm phu nii nhin anh di vé phia
ho, ho dting ngay d6 chd, moi su cht1 ¥ déu hudng vé anh.

Khi dén gan, ho thay anh nhoén miéng cudi. Nu cudi lam guong
mit anh biing sidng rang r8. Me anh rén mot tiéng, dé 1a 4m
thanh phat ra tin day 1ong b3, sau @6 loang choang chay dén dén
anh.

Rat 14u sau, khi ddm phu nit ngbi 6n lai qua khtt chién tranh gian
nan dau khé nhung phan nao dé 1am ho phan khdi la thudng,
khong chi moét ngudi nhé dén biic tranh nay: Michael Anton
diing 6m chit me trén via he, Pauline ding canh nhin, ngudi c6
hoi ngita ra sau dé cin bang trong luong tdi hanh 1y trong tay,
mat nd nu cudi hanh phtec.

Anh bao chi khi tréi mua, khdp xuong chiu méi dau vi anh bi ban
tring xudng héng, chit khéng phai lung. Néi trang ra chinh 1a
phan moéng. Luc d6 anh dang dién tap quin su trong ritng. Anh ra
stic bd qua mot khuc cay, bdng nghe bén tai mét tiéng vii, sau dé
13 con dau do6t ngét thau tim, va rdi ngudi anh d8 trén dong 14
nat. May man, liic @6 anh dang bo dudi dat, chit khong phat dan
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d6 sé trang lung, biét dau lai xuyén thang vao tim. Anh biét 12 ai
ban: chinh anh chang nim canh giudng c ngay lién hdi ltc &
Virginia. Anh chang vuéng chin, sting cudp cd - mot tai nan bat
ngd. Nhung néu ngay tit dau ho cé bién phdp an toan nghiém
ngit, tai nan di khong xay ra. Thé nhung chting ta cé thé nhin sy
viée tit géc @6 nay: s6 phan anh chang d6 gid day tham hon
Michael, vi con phéi phuc vu trong quan doi.

Viao mét budi chiéu thit nim, Michael mic quan yém mau xam va
mot chiéc 4o so mi card xanh da son vi giit nhiéu 1an. Anh vita
noéi chuyén vita xép diu cd ve 1én gia. Ba Brunek, c6 Jabuker va ba
Serge déu ding trudc quay hang, gid phiéu mua hang trong tay
tua nhu dang khoe, nhung ho lira dugc ai chi? Gid diy ca ngay,
moi ngudi déu vién d@t moi 1y do dén ctta tiém, chi vi muén t4 16i
mong Michael khde manh va nghe anh néi vé chuyén tinh cam
cia minh.

Anh b3o can mdt it thoi gian nita mdéi thich nghi duge kiéu 1lam
in tinh phiéu thuc pham. Phtc tap thé! Nhiéu quy dinh thé! Di
nhién con rat nhiéu viéc khic can phai thich tng ti tit. Anh néi
clia s& & ga tau hda Penn bi che 14p bdi son dau, nham phong
tranh khoéng kich, nhiing tdm kinh cé vé giong hoa vin la ban gio
khoéng con trong sudt nita. Moi ngudi & day cé biét chuyén nay
khong? Khong, di nhién ho khéng biét. Khodng thdi gian nay ho
chang con nhiéu cd hoi di tau hda.

Anh néi tiép, t6i v6 cling ngac nhién khi nhin thay moi nha déu
treo rém che kin cita s6 trong thdi ky han ché dén dém. Cha, tinh
hinh & day chang khac gi chién trudng phia Tay! RS rang, anh
ngd qué nha it nhiéu c6 thé mién dudc mot sd tai hoa chién tranh
- anh ngd rang & diy, chién tranh sé 1a chuyén ctia moét thé gidi
khac.

Ch3a, nhin Davey Witt xem. Gig Witt khéng chiu ngii mét minh
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trong phong. Cé trdi mdi biét nhitng chang trai tdi nghiép nay da
chiu dung & noi cach xa Baltimore vdi vdi.

Ba Anton xoay chia khda 3 ngin kéo mau vang déng c6 khic hoa
vin trong quiy thu tién. Ngin kéo kéu leng keng tua nhu tau
nhac r6i md ra. Ba lai mic trang phuc nhu moi khi, nhung té ra
hoat bat hon trudc nhiéu. Ba ngudi phu nit trong ctta hiéu chua
ting thay canh tuong nay sudt nhiéu nim qua. Khi néi “Hen gip
lai quy khach” véi ho, ba Anton gan nhu dang hit.

Ba ngudi phu nii ra khoi clta hiéu, nta dudng ho gip Pauline. C6
mic chiéc 40 mouseline nén tring hoa héng, hét nhu moét khai
vai the nhe ténh, con diing mét tay giit 1dy vanh nén rom dé gié
khong thdi bay né di. Piéu thu vi 13, chiang hiéu sao bdng nhién
6 thay d6i mau sic trang phuc, va cling ngay ltc ndy, moi ngudi
dan thay déi cach nhin vé c6. Trang phuc clia ¢6 tit mau dd néng
bdng va bat mit bién thanh mau sic mém mai nhe nhang, cé 1&
do thdi tiét. Gid moi ngudi rat mén c6! C6 chinh 1a ngudi Michael
can, c6 c6 thé 1am cudc sdng clia anh 4m 4p hon. Cht y xem ¢6 goi
tén va chio hdi ba ngudi phu nit nhu thé nao: “Chio ba Brunek!
Chao, cb Jabuker! Chao, ba Serge!” trong tu nhién va thoai mai vd
cting. Néi xong, ¢b lién chay nhu bay qua trudc mit ho, viao clta
hiéu tap hda. Sau khi chio me Michael, ¢6 lai nd nu cudi dé
thuong véi anh, 1dm anh cdm thiy 4m 4p va ngot ngdo, nhung
cting khong kém phan nguong ngling, vi ba ngudi phu nit @6 lai
theo Pauline trd vao ctta hiéu. Véi ho, néu 18 mat man nay thi tiéc
qua!

C6 noéi: “Michael, dodn xem em mang tin t6t lanh gi dén cho
anh?”.

“Githé?”, mit anh cudi hén hé, tay véi lay cai nang méc trén mép
quay hang.
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“Anh doan xem!”.

“0, em yéu, anh doan khéng ra”.

“Cha Dane bao chiing ta cé thé td chtic hoén 1é 3 nha tho cia Cha”.
“Cha néi thé sao? That viy a? Tuyét qua!”, Michael néi.

Michael loang choang budc ra khdi quay hang, dén bén cf, tién
thé liéc nhin me mét cai. May ba hang xém cling dé y vé mit cta
ba Anton. Ba phan ting thé nao trudc tin nay? Con trai ba sé td

chtic hén 18 trong nha thd dao Tin Lanh: phan 18n cic ba me déu
khong chap nhan chuyén nay.

Nhung thai d6 ctia ba Anton rat binh than. Ba ngang dau 1én néi:
“T6t qua rdi con gil”.

“Di nhién, cac vi déu cé tén trong danh sich khach mdi”. Pauline
noi véi ba ngudi phu nit bén canh.

Ho dua mit nhin nhau, r6i khé néi cdm on.
“A, anh dodn xem con tin gi nita nao Michael”, Pauline néi.

Gigd day anh dang dung trudc mit ¢, canh tay dua trén cay nang,
cti dau nhin c6 mim cudi, héi: “Chuyén gi thé?”.

“Thi anh doan xem!”.
Hanh ddng ctia Michael kh4 cham chap, budc di cling rat vat va;
dam phu nil xung quanh déu khéng ngd anh di lai khé khin thé.

“Sao nao em yéu!”, anh lai héi.

“Bd em sé tim cho ching ta médt cin ho chung cu”. Michael chép
mat, hdi: “Ching ta can cin ho chung cu 1am gi ch?”.
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“Dé& &, ngdc a!”.
“Nhung chting ta c6 chd 3 rdi, ngay tang trén ctta hiéu nay”.

“Em biét, nhung bd bao cé thé tim cho chiing ta mét chd & riéng.
BO ké, cé rat nhiéu ngudi bi chtt nha duéi di lién vdi dén chd 6ng
tim mo&t can nha khac ré tién hon.

CAu dau tién bd hoi ho 1a: ‘Cho dén gid anh sdng & ddu?’. Hon nita
néu cht nha ctia ho van chua...”.

“Nhung ching ta ching tra néi tién nha néu ra & riéng. Anh néi
v4i em 1a me sé don khéi phong ctia ba roi. Ching ta c6 thé trang
tri lai can phong d6, tuy em mudn trang tri sao cting dugc”.

Ba Anton don khoi phong ngt ctia minh? Viy c6 nghia 1a, ba chi
c6 thé ngl trong cin phong nhd, noi tiing 1a phong ctia Michael
va Danny.

Qua 1a su hy sinh cao ca! Ba ngudi phu nit nhin ba Anton, nhung
chang nhan dudc su dap lai. Ba dang nhin Michael va Pauline.

Pauline néi: “O”.
Michael néi: “Em hiéu r6i chit?”. “Dudc thoi”. Pauline dép.

C6 lui vé sau mot bude. Luc nay c¢d dang mang d6i gidy sandal
nhe xdp va tién 1oi, s6 nhd dén khé tin, nhiing c6 gai hang xém
cao to cé nim md cling khéng mang dugc. D di trén sin nha kéu
ken két nay, budc chan clia ¢d cling trong rat nhe nhang va tao
nhi, thdm chi khong 1am phat ra bat ci tiéng dong ndo. C6 quay
di va rGi khoi clta hiéu. Clrta déng lai, 16 xo ri rét phia trén ctia
rung oang mot tiéng.

Michael mit day ndi hoang mang quay ngudi nhin nhiing ngudi
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phu nit trong nha, dudng nhu anh dang tim kiém su gitip d3. Ba
Brunek thiy can phai gii thich cho su viéc vita méi x3y ra. Ba
phat ra tiéng cudi tua nhu chuéng bac: “Cha, cu biét day, phu nit
thudng cé tam 1y hoang so trudc khi két hon”.

Michael néi: “Cé 1€ t6i nén néi chuyén vdi co ay”.

Anh rdi khoi, chiéc nang boc cao su & phan chép phat ra tiéng cét
két, Am thanh dé lam ngudi ta thay lo lang bat an.

Co Jabuker hién nhién mat tip trung, cb lai bat dau chon hang,
di1 tay ¢d 3 cAm mot tii day cac hop thiic dn.

Thi thé Joe Dobek dudc phat hién, chuyén vé qué huong bang tau.
Ho t6 chtic tang 1& cho anh vao ngay mat troi dau tién ctia thang
chin. Trudc chién tranh, khéng gian phan mo rat eo hep, nhung
ho van chen cho anh mét chd nhd nim gitta mé hai ngudi xa la.
Ch{i nhain hai phan mo dé déu chét rat sém. Thdi d6, dia chti déu
12 ngudi Ireland. Hai bia md phti day réu ctia O’Malley va O’Leary
1an lugt nam hai bén bia md mau tring bac ctia Joe. Ba Dobek tip
thanh mot théi quen, mbi 1an dén thim Joe, déu dit hoa tudi
trudc ba bia md. John O’Malley hudng tho 92 tudi, vé sau chét an
nhan; O’Leary (khdng cé tén) dén va rdi khoi thé gidi nay chi
trong mot ngay ngan ngli. Ba Dobek ndi véi ban minh: nhiing
khi cau nguyén cho Joe, ba déu nghi dén me ctia dita bé tén
O’Leary - at hian di dau nhéi rudt gan khi mat di da con than
yéu.

Ba ké, khi nghe tin tim dudc thi thé ciia Joe, cAm giac lic d6 cta
ba 14 rat phan nd. Ba bio ho 1am chuyén nay tréng hdp tinh hop
1y, ctt nhut Joe chi bi so suat dit nham chd, giéng nhu mét mén doé
choi con ngudi viit di. Con ba lai tan tinh chim séc Joe sudt bao
nim qua, chi mong Joe dudc sdng khde manh an lanh.
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Dao gan day, rat nhiéu d6i nam nii voi va két hon, nén moi ngudi
cling di quen véi nhiing hén 1é don gian va véi vang. Nhung
trudc do, khi két hén, moi ngudi déu mat cad may thiang may 4o,
maAy tuin chuin bi thic in, sau d6 con phai td chitc mot bita tiée
long trong, khach mdi phai bd phong thu tién vao trong 4o 16t
ctia c6 didu. Nhung dao gan diy, két hon tua nhu di xem mot bd
phim, trudc dé ching can phai suy nghi gi nhiéu.

Thé nén vio mdt ngay thit sau cudi thang chin, khi bd Anton méi
khach tdi du hoén 18 cia Michael sé dudc t6 chiic vao chiéu hém
sau, ho ciling chang sling s6t ngd ngang. Khi bao cho ho biét, néu
bang 1ong ho déu cé thé tham gia, phan 16n phu nit déu nhan 16i.
Trung hop thay, ltic 6 khéng c¢é dan 6ng & ddy. Nhung néu cé thi
dan 6ng chac chin khéng chiu budc vao nha thd Tin Lanh.
Nhung dé chi 13 cai ¢ ma thdi, vi cadc quy 6ng khong mudn that
ca vat vao ngay thi bay.

Ngay t6 chtic hon 18 ctia Michael, thdi tiét rat dep, khi troi tuoi
mat tya nhu tiét thu. Khi vita rdi khdi nha, ddm phu nit nhin thay
nhiing goc cdy nhé dudc rao xung quanh, cé ciy 14 d3 thanh mau
dd tua nhu son, cling cé ciy 14 thanh mau vang tua nhiing dda
hoa né mudn. Ho budc nhitng budc nhan nha trén dudng, chi trd
khi di qua mbi cin nha. Nhiing cin nha dé cling xy thanh hang,
nhung réng hon vi trong cé vé blta bén hon. Mit tién méi nha
déu khac nhau, mau rém cla sd cling da dang, xung quanh cla
rao mdi ho déu cé ciy coi um tum che phti. Khéng bao 1au, nha
thd hién ra trudc mat. Xung quanh nha thd cé tudng rao, kinh
clia s6 khong mang mau sic sic s& ma chila mau hong don diéu,
trén dé con khic hoa van da vun. Trudc tinh cdnh nay, ddm phu
nii chang binh luin gi. Ho d4 quyét dinh hom nay khong xoi méi,
biat bé. PAm phu nit déu mic trang phuc mau den mang ddm ban
sic clia My, d6i mii den va ging tay trang tinh, tréong rat nghiém
tac.
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Nguoi di trude din dudng 13 Wanda Bryk - ¢6 13 ngudi tré nhat
trong so cac cb gai, va hién nhién c6 13 ngudi phu trach budi hén
16 h6m nay. Khi moi ngudi 1an lugt budc 1én bic thang cia nha
thd, c6 hudng din ho di vao trong. “B6 me Pauline di nhién sé
dén, ca chi clia c6 iy nita. Chi ci ctia Pauline mic bénh suyén,
khong thé néi chuyén. Y t6i 1a ditng hdi tai sao chi 4y khong dén,
vi chi 4y thay khéng dudc khde... Khéng, khéng cé dau phuy, cling
chang cé ré phu, thim chi khéng cé nghi thiic bude vao 1& dudng
that su! Nhung ching t6i déu ngbi & diy ghé dau, Cha xt sé... A,
6 Ay dén roi! Pauline kia kia!”.

Qua thit Pauline ding ngay cdng nha thd. Nhung diéu that vong
13, ¢6 mic mét bd vady mau trang nga chi thich hdp di dao pho,
dang ndi chuyén vdi mot ngudi dan 6ng cé tudi. Khi 6ng nhin
thay ddm phu nit, bén néi: “A! CAm on moi ngudi dén du hon 18
ctia hai dita! Michael, xem ai dén nay!”.

Thuong dé oi! bung vay, Michael ciing 3 d6, chdng nang ding
cach c6 dau chua dén 1 yard (thudc Anh bing 0,9144m). Hién
nhién, ho khéng nghi gip nhau trudc 1& cudi sé cé diéu ching
lanh. Michael mic 18 phuc va 40 so mi trang, thit ca vat d6. Tréng
banh trai v cting! PAm phu nit thay tu hao vé anh. Ho hén anh,
vd canh tay anh, stta thang ca vat cho anh. “Me dang trén dudng
dén day”, anh néi véi ho, “me di cling chii Bron”. Sau @4 anh gidi
thiéu ddm phu nit véi ba Barclay me ctia Pauline, “Me 6i”. Anh goi
ba. Trdi a, sao goi me nhanh thé! Nhiing ngudi phu nit lao nhao.

Ba Barclay dang ngudi thuét tha, téc mau niu sim giéng nhu
Pauline. Trudc mat dam phu ni, ba té ra thin thién qua mic,
luén miéng khen vay 4o, mii va gidy géi qua trong tay ho. Sau khi
nghe néi ho tit xa dén, ba lai thot 1én ngac nhién, 1am ddm phu nit
trong cé vé hoi ngai. Lic sau, mdt anh linh thiy dén. Ba Barclay
lai chuyén nu cudi than thiét sang anh. Cudi cing ddm phu nit

http://tieulun.hopto.org



dugc tu do, tiép tuc di vao bén trong nha thd.

Tudng nha thd son mau xanh lam, bén trong dit nhitng diy ghé
dai bang gd mau nhat. Moi thit 1am ndi diy thiéu di sic mau than
bi. Phia trudc hang ghé dau, Anna ban Pauline - ¢6 gai cam khin
tay hom dau tién xuat hién & clta hiéu tap héa Anton - dang choi
piano. Tuy ¢b quay lung vé moi ngudi, nhung mai téc ndu mugt
x0a ngang vai va dang vé rat nho nhi 1a dic diém gitp moi ngudi
nhan cb ra ngay. Mot sd ngudi di vao ghé ngdi, ho chiang quen
biét nhau. Nhiing phu nii cling ngdi trén mot chiéc ghé dai. Me
Michael khodc tay cht1 Bron budc doc theo 16i di gitta hai diy ghé.
Ba mic chiéc vay kiéu hai quian chim hoa tron ma ddm phu nit
chua titng thiy, mét déa hong bang vai cai & c6 4o. Sau khi ba
Serge “suyt” mot tiéng véi moi ngudi, ba Anton liéc mat cudi nhe
v6i nhitng ngudi phu nit, rd6i nghiém mit lai ngay. Dudng nhu ba
tap trung tinh than cho moi chuyén sip xay ra. Nhung & nhiing
cho khac trong nha thd, moi ngudi van trd chuyén nhu moi khi,
tham chi con dung 1én tham gia vao cudc tro chuyén cta ngudi
khéc. Ba Anton ngbi xudng & diy ghé dau tién va nhitng phu nit &
St. Cassians cling nghi ba ngdi d6 1a thich hop nhat.

Canh ctta phia sau Thanh dudng md ra, vi cha x tré tudi mic 18
phuc mau den, sic mit nhot nhat xuat hién. Ong budc 1én buc,
dit quyén “Thanh kinh” 1én dé, réi mim cudi véi moi ngudi. Mot
hoi 1au, ¢t chi ndy chang mang dén hiéu qua gi, nhung nhiing
ngudi lic niy ding diy tham gia vao cudc tro chuyén lai trd vé
chd ngdi ctia minh. Sau d6, ba Barclay cling mét ngudi dan éng vé
mit tiéu tuy, téc hoa rAm budc vao theo 16i di - chang nghi ngd gi
nita d6 chinh 1a 6ng Barclay - ho ngdi & hang ghé dau diy bén kia.
Anna ding chai dan, cha x hing giong, 18 dudng nhon nhao dan
di vao trat tu. Moi ngudi déu déi mat nhin vé canh clta phia sau.

Chang chuyén gi xay ra ca.
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Moi ngudi nhin nhau. C6 18 d6i vd chong son sé budc vao tit chd
khac, chic ho di 1én ké hoach tit dau. Réi ho lai quay nhin phia
trude, cha xi bat dau voéi va doc luét qua cudn “Thanh kinh”,
nhung dudng nhu 6ng khdng dinh doc theo nhiing gi viét trong
do.

Tiéng huyt sdo bat dau truyén ra tit hang ghé dai. Mot dda tré hdi
ciu gi @6 1am moi ngudi cudi r6 1én. Sau dé bau khoéng khi trong
1é dudng bat dau 4m lai. M6t s6 ché lai bat dau néi chuyén phiém.
Ba Anton ngbi thang lung, mat vin nhin thang vé phia trudc.
Trong ltic day, ba Barclay khéng ngiing nhin ddo dac ra sau,
chiing td ba cling nhu khach mdi chang biét chuyén gi dang xay
ra.

“Chuyén gi thé?”, bA Nowal hdi Wanda.

Wanda khong tra 18i. C6 diing diy rdi khoi ghé, budc ra sau theo
16i di, gét gidy cd phat ra mdt loat tiéng coc cdc khe khé. PAm phu
nit lai nhin nhau.

Bén phai buc gidng dit mdt cdc nudc, Cha xi bung 1én, v vit
nhip mdt ngum, rdi lai @it xudng chd cii, sau d6 ho mdt tiéng.
Cha x1t tré qu4, tré dén bat ngd. “Ta mong cic con khong phai
dang suy nghilan cudi, haha!”, cha néi.

Mot s6 ngudi cudi rd theo.
Sau lung dam phu nit, hai ngudi dan 6ng dang ban luin vé golf.
Mot ngudi bao di tit bd hy vong. Ngudi kia néi minh con dang c6

gang. “Pén nim 1943, moi chuyén déu sé thay d6i”. Ong ndi.

Wanda trd vé, thd hon hén ngdi xudng, 1am trang phuc kéu soan
soat, cO ra vé mét nhin vait quan trong.
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“Chuyén sao rdi?”, nhitng ngudi phu nit chdém 1én héi. “Pauline
doiy”.

C6 ay sao thé?

Tin tdc lan ra trong dam dong. Pam phu nit ban tan x6n xao va
ndi dung tin tdc cling thay doéi dan. Du trong tinh hudng huyén
ndo thé, ho van giit giong tram khé khi néi chuyén véi nhau, c
nhu so ngudi khic nghe thay.

C6 ay bao chang biét minh nghi thé nao... gifta ho chi cé chut
tranh ci... anh chang mudn don dén noi khéc... sao anh lai khéng
thao giao thiép... 13 ngudi khac han vdi ¢d, lam viée cling nhic,
hon nita anh ¢t quyét khéng nhuong bd...

“Luén 1am gi? Chua ting di ddu?”, ba Serge hdi 16n 6 mot cho xa,
“Khoan d3, t6i khong nghe thay!”.

Ba Zack bao ¢6 diu nao ciing suy nghi thé. Nhitng hén 1 khac
luén xay ra chuyén tuong tu! Wanda bdo Michael ciling nédi vay,
anh néi: “Em yéu, chang qua gid em qua cing thang théi”. Nhung
Pauline ndi: “Dung ndi la em dang...”.

“Suyt!”, ba Serge nhac nhd moi ngudi.

Vingdi gan 16i di nhat, ba 13 ngudi dau tién chi y thay dong tinh
phia sau nha thd. PAm phu nil quay dau nhin, nhiing khach moi
khic cling vay. Sau mdt doan nhac dao, piano bat dau tiu 1én.
cung lic dd, Michael va Pauline tay nim tay budc vao thinh
dudng. Khong phai khoac tay, ho khdng budc vé phia thanh
dudng véi nhitng ddng tic cao ngao va khoa truong, ho chi nim
chit tay nhau, trén mat né nu cudi hanh phtec.

Ho qua 13 mot déi trdi sinh. Ho dang di budc dau tién trong hanh
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trinh hén nhén tya nhu huyén thoai ctia minh va nhiing cau
chuyén dic sac vé sau cling sé hién ra trudc mat ho.
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Chuong 1

“ Ngéy xua, c6 mot co bé lo lem”. Pauline ké. Michael dang
d6 bot yén mach vao td, nghe dén day, anh ding coéng

viéc dang lam, diing tU phia ban nhin c6. “Hom ngay 15 thang 1”,

Pauline ké tiép, “1a sinh nhat 1an thi 23 cia ngudi phu nit 4y”.

“Cha, hém dé chang phai cling 1a sinh nhéit con sao!”, me Michael
noi véi co, “Con cling 16n thé roi, ngay hom qua théi!”.

“Do hém d6 lai 13 ngay té hai nhat trong ddi ngudi phu nit”,
Pauline lai tiép, “nén c6 rat nhay cam vé tudi cia minh”.

Michael can than hdi: “Ngay té hai nhat trong ddi c6 ay sao?”.

Pauline diing diy xdc dita bé trén chiéc ghé cao ngdi thang ngudi
l1én. Ptia bé di dén tudi biét ngdi, nhung vin chua vitng. Néu
khong cé ngudi 16n gitip, né sé dan tudt xuéng, cudi cing cam
dan xuéng dat.

“Pung vay, ltc dé cd ay khong con stic nita”, Pauline vita néi vita
trd vé chd ngdi, “lai mang thai hai thang, tiéu tuy vé cling. Sau
lan mang thai trudc, véc dang c6 van chua trd lai binh thudng.
Chong c6 kém hon c6 ba thang, méi nim sau ba thang ming sinh
nhat, c6 déu trd thanh ngudi phu nit gid hon chéng. Anh cé tudng
tugng dudc d6 12 cAm gidc thé nao khong? C6 vita gia vita béo vita
xau, nguc cling bat dau chiy xé”.

Thait ra dudi mit Michael, Pauline lai dep hon trudc day. Sang
sém, c6 khong danh phan, ciing chang thoa son, mic bd d6 in hoa
& nha, trong cd tua nhu dda tré vita khde manh lai tran day stc
séng. Cai thai thit hai vin chua thay rd bung, du Pauline tudng
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tugng thé nao, dau an rd nét nhat dé lai trén co thé cb sau lan
mang thai dau tién chinh 13 nguc c¢6 cang tron day hon trudc.
Anh cudi, bat gip 4nh mait clia c6, nhung Pauline lai hdi: “Me
udng thém ca phé khong a?”.

“Théi, cAm on con yéu. Con biét uéng nhiéu ca phé khong tét cho
da day ctia me”. Ba Anton tra 1Gi.

“Nhung ngudi phu nit nay lai rat may man”, Pauline ndéi tiép,
“chOng ¢6 rat an can chu dao, khéng bao gid lam ¢6 buon! Anh da
giup c6 c6 mot ngay sinh nhat vién méan”.

Michael thay hoi bat an. Di nhién anh khéng hé quén sinh nhit
clia ¢ - vi day 1a chuyén khé tha thit nhat - nhung anh ciing
khong thé phtt nhan minh ching cd hét stic dé c¢6 ¢ mot ngay
sinh nhat vién man. Nam nay, sinh nhat Pauline rci vao ngay
1am viéc, tring hop thay, hdm d6 anh lai cé mdt méi lam in.

“HOom d6 anh ay day rat sém”, Pauline néi, “rén ra rén rén vao
bép, chuin bi banh sandwich Phap va nudc cam cho c6. Anh
bung mam trd vao phong ng, néi vdi co: ‘Chiic em sinh nhit vui
vé, em yéu!. Néi xong lai ting c6 mot bé hdong di gidu san & thang
cttu hda. DS 12 mot bé hong canh dai, dat tién. ‘Em dang nhan
dugc chiing, em yéu,’ anh néi, ‘anh muén ting cho em vién hong
ngoc chit khéng phai hoa hdng”.

M3t Pauline 14p lanh, giong néi cling d3 phan chan 1én d6i chit.
Me Michael hoan toan bi thu hut béi cadu chuyén cta co, ba 1én
tiéng khen, “Lang man qua! Pung viy khong?”, ba hdi Michael.
Nhung Michael chang néi gi, chi ling 1é nhin Pauline, tay an
manh 1én chiéc khin an.

“Nhung su thit, mén qua ctia anh ay”, Pauline lai tiép, “chila...”.
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Lan dau tién giong cb run 1én, c6 quay ngudi cdi yém in cho dta
bé.

“... Chi 13 thit chang cé chit v nghia”, ¢6 tram giong ndi, “moét lo
nudc hoa, hodc mot bd 4o ngli. Anh luén tang cd nhiing thi vo
nghia! Thdm chi anh chua tiing ndi ‘Chic em sinh nhét vui vé,
em yéu, em nén dén ctta hiéu ban d6 gia dung va chon mua mét
am tra ma em ludn bao véi anh 14 rat thich”.

Michael cht1 ¥ thay me nhin anh véi &nh mait khé hiéu, rdi néi:
“Cha, vay...”.

“Nhung sao em lai ké cau chuyén nay, né lam anh thiy chan
ghét?”. Pauline cat cao giong hat, “Phii ching day 1a cudc soéng
ching ta hang ao udc?”.

Bong nhién c6 nhé nhe ding diy, bong bé Lindy khdi chiéc ghé
cao, di ra khoi bép.

Trong ctta hiéu tap héa dudi nha, Michael xé m3 moét thiing gidy,
1ay ra tiing hop dao, roi dit chung 1én gia cé dan tem “17 - 18
diém”. Long anh dang bién gidi cho chinh minh. “Phai ching anh
nén th{ tim hiéu nhiing suy nghi trong long em?”. Anh tham héi
Pauline, “Sao anh biét dugc em thich mén qua sinh nhat gi chi?
Anh 22 tudi réi! Anh chi titng mua qua cho mét ngudi phu nii, d6
chinh 13 me anh! Nhung me luén thich nhitng mén qua cé vé
thuc dung!”.

Anh nhdlai chuyén may hém trudc, vi Pauline titng khoe véi anh
am tra cia me anh rat xinh xan, thé 1a anh quyét dinh ting c6
modt Am tra 1am qui. Anh con ngd day 13 v hay. Anh ting tu hao
v06 han trude vé y nghi dé cia minh! Nhung gid day, mot cam gidc
dau budn nhanh chéng vay trum iy anh.
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Anh con dé y thay Pauline khong hé nhic dén chiéc banh sinh
nhit ctia c6. P6 14 chiéc bAnh kem s6-c6-1a.

Eustace ti trong kho budc ra, anh ta vita di vita dém triing ga
trong thung. Anh dit thung tring ga canh bén ta lanh, sau dé
thang ngudi vuon vai, duing tay ddm vai cai vao lung. “Chac tuyét
sap rdi roi”, anh nédi, “xuong cot toi ctt dau nhiic suot”.

“Phai dé, hong ctia tbi cling dau dit d6i”. Michael néi vdi anh.
“Chudn bi hang cho ba Dubrowski xong chua?”.

“Ngoai nhitng thit ghi trén phiéu mua hang, con thiéu nhiéu
day”.

Thé 13 Eustace lai quay ngudi dém tring ga. Gid thuc pham trong
clta hiéu déu dung trong mot cai tai vai bd giong loai clia ngudi
ban bao vac trén lung, c6 mot day vai vat chéo trudc nguc tua
nhu dai dan. Eustace bdo anh ta 1én tudi r6i, khéng dap néi chiéc
xe chit day hang hda d€ di dua hang, nén mdi nghi ra cach nay.
Eustace dit tti bo 16n vai, di ra clta. Ngay ltc d6 ba Serge budc
vao. “Chao budi sang, Eustace! Chao budi sang, Michael!”, ba vita
chao viua tranh sang mot bén cho Eustace di qua.

“Chao budi sidng, ba Serge”, Michael vita dap vita diing diy di 13y
cidy nang. “Bén ngoai chic lanh 1am?”.

“A, phai d6, v4i toi thi rat lanh”. Ba vita tra 16i, vita kéo manh c6
4o khodc. Thit ra, ba sang tit nha bén canh, chic chin ba chua
thay lanh nén mdi budc vao trong ctta hiéu nay. Dudng nhu
Michael phat hién moi ngudi phu nit hinh nhu déu muén tro
chuyén. “Dao gan diy me ciu thé ndo?” ba héi, “Pauline van khoe
cht? Bé Lindy sao rdi?”.
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“Ho déu rat khde. Gan day cé tin gi clia Joey khong?”.

“Chiéu mai né vé nghi phép”.

“Hay qua!”.

“U, t6i mudn 1ay vai hop sita bd, dinh 1am kem cho né an”. “Sita
bo déng hop”, Michael vita néi vita quay ngudi tién vé ké sita. “Ba
lay mét hay hai hop?”.

“Hai hép. Han cau nghi t6i dién, 1am kem vao thang giéng”.

“Khong dau, thua ba”, Michael tra 15i, “t6i biét Joey thich an
kem”. Anh dit sita bo 1én quay hang. “Ba con can gi nita khong?”.

“A, t6i nghi xem nao, 1y mot hop keo gelatin, nham tranh bat
trac, tot nhat 1ay thém mot it bot huong thio... Pauline udng tra
gung t6i chi chua?”.

“T6i khéng rd 1dm”. Michael tra 13i.

“T6i bao ¢b ay, cho 1/4 mudng ca phé bét gling vao nlta cdc nudc
am, udng tiung ngum nho trudc bita sang. Luc trudc, toi cling 1am
thé khi sinh Joey, rat hiéu qua”.

“Mai t6i sé& chudn bi moét it cho c¢6 4y”. Michael ndi. “Co gai toi
nghiép, ngudi dit cé béo tron dén dau cling chang chiu néi, néu

khéng an uong gi”.

“Pung thé, c6 ay qua rat khé chiu”. Michael phu hoa. Nhung khi
ba Serge di khdi mot lic, anh lai lam bam:

“Nhung dau chi minh ¢6 4y khé chiu chi”.
Pung vay, anh biét rd minh khong nén oan than nita. Néu d6i lai
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13 minh, chang idn dudc gi sé thé nao? Cong thém ca viéc mang
thai, lai con nhiing chuyén phtic tap khac ctia phu nt.

Nhung diéu lam anh khéng biét dudc 1a ndi buén ctia Pauline, cé
bao nhiéu phan 1a do 6m nghén, bao nhiéu phan 1a do tinh cdm
vg chong nay sinh van dé? Cha, phu ni that khé doan, ma anh lai
chang cé chut kinh nghiém! “Minh néi nhiing gi? Laim nhiing gi?
C6 ay thay sao trudc hanh vi va 18i néi cia minh?”. Lic nao anh
cling ct héi 1ong nhu thé. Nhitng ngudi dan 6ng khac cé tiing gip
van dé tuong tu khéng? Anh cé thé tim ai d6 tAm su khong? Néu
anh thay d6i, vg anh sé vui hon bay gid khéng?

Lic dau khi ho gip nhau, guong mit Pauline luén xuat hién ltm
doéng tién va ludn nghe thay tiéng cudi trong tréo clia ¢d ay! Anh
ludn tin cd 13 ngudi vui tuci. Vao 1an hen ho dau tién, c6 ting tin
tudng dit tay minh vao tay anh. Nhiing ngdn tay thon dai min
mang cua cd ap sat vao long ban tay to 16n ctia anh. Va Ituc d6,
anh tiing nghi rang it nhat phai mat may tuan minh mdéi cé thé
than mat vdi ¢6 nhu thé. Tham chi anh con mong mudn xay ra
mot sd viéc nguy hiém - vi du mét chiéc xe hoi mat kiém soat
bdng nhién x6ng thang vé phia ho - nhu thé anh cé thé trd thanh
ngudi bao vé cho co.

Nhung chang bao ldu sau d6, anh lién tiép pham sai 1am va
khoéng hé phti nhan diéu nay. Chang han, 1an d6é anh hen gip
Pauline trong budi tiéc, nhung khong di dén c6. That ra, anh 1am
thé chi vi nghi cho cAm nhan ctia me. Anh biét chuyén d6 minh
di sai, sai v cling, va viéc Pauline khong xuat hién trong budi
tiéc cling hoan toan chinh xac. Anh y thic ngay dudc diéu nay -
bdng nhién anh thiy minh ching giéng mét ngudi dan éng
manh mé, ma 12 mdét ké nhat gan. Suy nghi nay 1am anh phién
mudn vo cing. Thé 1a anh chay mét mach d&n nha c6, bam
chudng ctta, r6i nhd 6ng Barclay goi c¢6. Anh xin 16i déng thoi
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thuyét phuc cé theo anh ra ngoai. Ngay trong dém d6, me anh lai
ngat xiu ngay tai budi tiéc. Viy, anh nén lam gi trong tinh hudéng
nay? D sao anh ciing khong thé phdt 16 su ton tai cia me. Va
Pauline moét 1an niia lai bién mat trong man dém. Sau d6, anh lai
chay dén nha c6, nhd 6ng Barclay, nhung chi nhan dudc su ti
chdi. “Xin 16i, chang trai tré, ta e gid con bé ching mudn gip ai
c3”. R6i lién tiép may ngay sau d6, ba Barclay ra md cla, néi véi
anh hét 1y do nay dén ly do khac, dai loai hinh nhu Pauline van
con dang ngd. Cang vé sau, Pauline bat dau mat kién nhan: “Téi
nghi anh diing dén nita”. Sau lan d6, chang biét anh di diing mot
minh trudc ctta nha Barclay bao nhiéu lan. Nhiing viéc nay da md
dan trong tAm tri anh.

Nhung cé mot viéc cAm déng nhat ma dén bay gid anh khéng bao
gid quén chinh 13 cadnh Pauline trong chiéc 40 khoac @3, chay nhu
bay trén dudng Aliceanna, dua anh ra chién trudng. Cinh tugng
rung dong long ngudi dé chang 1é khong thé bu dip cho nhiing
thiéu sét dang tiéc khac sao? Chang 1é diéu dé khong thé bu dip
nhiing thoi khic cing thang, khong hoan m3 va thiy chan ghét
nhau sau khi ho két hén sao?

Ba Piazy budc vao mua hdp thit giim bdng va hop mi ong. “Pay la
mot mon an téi mdi hoc dudc, dinh tdi nay lam thi”. Ba ndi vdi
Michael, “Moén nay t6i hoc tu tap chi day. HOm nay Pauline thay
sao roi?”.

“Van khéng may dn”, anh dap.

“C6 4y in banh min chua? Lic mang thai, téi cling dn thé day.
Moi sang thuc day hidy cho ¢6 ay an 6 - 8 cai, Iic nao thay budn

non thi dn thém may cai nita”.

“TOi sé ndi lai vdi c6 ay, cdm on ba Piazy”.
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“Pung lo nita, Michael. Cau khong gat dudgc toi dau! Trong mat
ciu dai soc ra thé! T6i biét cau dang khd nio vi c6 4y! Nhung, hiy
tin 10i t6i, c6 4y sé khoe lai thoi”.

“Vang, cam on ba Piazy”.
“Hai nguoi that long yéu nhau ma”. Ba lai néi.

Khi bd tay vao tui tim tién 18, ba nhin Michael mim cudi, nu cudi
am 4p va day khoan dung.

Budi trua, Michael lai di tim Eustace, anh chang da den d6 d3 giao
hét hang, dang ban rén trong kho. “Eustace?”, anh goi, “Anh c6
trong d6 khong?”.

“T6i & day”.

“T6i l1én an com day”.

“Pugc”, Eustace dap, vita chui ra tit sau mét thiing cai mudi, mét
tay thd rap ctia anh cam mot miéng sandwich tu nudng & nha
dang dn d& dang.

Michael néi: “O, hay t6i chd anh an xong r6i méi di?”. “Khéng can
dau, thua anh”.

That ra, y Michael 13 khong mudn Eustace dn trudc mait khach,
di1 sao anh tuyét d6i khong duge 1am thé. Nhung anh lai khong
biét ndi sao vdi Eustace. Su thit 1a anh khéng muén ngudi gitp
viéc cho nha minh cé hanh ddng thé. Trudc thdi chién, nha anh
chua ting thué ai. Chi trong thdi gian anh di linh, me anh méi
thué ngudi gitp viéc, vé sau stic khde me kém nén anh giit
Eustace &lai, va gio thi Pauline lai phai cham con.
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Anh di xuyén qua kho, leo 1én cau thang phia sau, khong dung
nang ma bam vao tay cam cau thang dé chong chiu. Anh khong
con di ca thot nita, ¢ diéu budc chin tréng vin con loang
choang. M6i 1an dudi chin budc di anh phai nghiéng minh mét
chiit. Nhung anh van hay ding nang vi mudn tranh ngudi la héi
han d0 diéu, ching han nhu sao anh khéng di phuc dich.

Pauline bdo anh 1am thé 13 rat ngoc. “C4 chi anh lai dé y ngudi ta
nghi gi ch?”, c6 hdi anh thé, “Anh va em biét sy that 13 4t roi”.

Pauline kién cudng hon anh vé nhiéu mit.

Me Michael ngbi canh ban trong bép, con Pauline bé con diing bén
bép 10, tay khong ngiing khudy canh trong néi ham. “Chao, in
com tho6i”, Michael néi véi co, me anh cling ndi: “Chao, con yéu”.
Nhung Pauline ching cé chtt phan ting. Michael vd nhu khong
thay diéu nay, anh vita goi: “Lindy!” vita dua tay ra dén, bong
nhién Pauline budng 16ng tay, lam Michael suyt chit lam con roi
xudng dat. Anh bong con ngdi xudng ghé, vita 4p sat con vao
nguc. “Bd déy anh noi véi dita bé 6m trong lbng, “né bao: ‘con
mung bod vé nha! Ca budi sdng con mong bo suodt!™.

Lindy cham chti nhin mit bd. C6 bé cé mai téc den nhu Michael.
Mit ¢6 bé mau xam xanh toi nhat, khi 16n 1én rat ¢4 thé sé thanh
mau niu sim gidng anh, canh tay va nhiing ngén tay thon dai
clia c6 bé 33 mang dang dap clia bd né. C6 18 vi cd bé rat gidng anh
nén anh thuong né. Trudc day, anh nghi minh sé ¢6 vg, c6 con, do
la chuyén binh thuong, nhung khéng ngd viéc cé mot dita con lai
1am anh hanh phtc, lo ling v mong nhé nhiéu dén thé.

Me anh dang ké cho Pauline nghe cudc tranh luin gan day gitta
ba v8i mét ngudi khac. Khi me thap mét ngon dén nho trong mot
1an dién tap, anh ta ndi v4i me rang:
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‘b3 AntorY, ‘néu nha ba & Baltimore bi khong kich, bién mat khdi
ban d6, ba thay sao h3?”. Anh ta tudng minh 13 ai chi”, ba néj,
“chang qua chi 14 mot si quan du bi phong khéng thdi, chit ¢
phai Thuong dé dau”.

“P6 hoan toan vi anh ta la tén ngoc”. Pauline néi véi me chong.

Giong diéu ctia 6 ltic ndi chuyén véi me chong rat nhe nhang va
vui vé. Gid diy, c6 va me Michael di trd nén rat than thiét véi
nhau, con Michael lai trd thanh ngudi ngoai. Anh thd dai, dut
moét mudng thic in cho Lindy. “Em khéng diing bita véi ca nha
sao?” anh héi, nhung Pauline khong tra 16i. Dudng nhu da dudc
anh thuyét phuc, c6 budc ngudi qua, cAm mudng. Anh cti dau
xudng thap, ngli thay mii huong tda ra trén mai téc xda dai clia
c6. Anh con chu y thay bén dudi 16p phan thoa ngudi cé mot it
mui md héi vita todt ra, mui huong @ vita 1dm anh thich, vita
1am anh thay dudc su vat va cia nang.

Pauline mic mdt mudng canh kem siia ci chua, sau dé ngbi
xudng. Michael 13y lai chiéc mudng cia minh trong tay Lindy va
bit dau an. Me anh ciling cAm mudng 1én, Pauline van ngbi dé,
than thd nhin bat canh.

“Em yéu”, cudi cung Michael 1én tiéng, “l1é nao em khéng muon
an chut gi sao?”.

“Trit khi em c6 thé phuc hdi trang thai ban dau”. C6 dap.
“Ba Piazy bao c6 thé thi in it bAnh min”.
Trén ban dit moét hop banh, nhung Pauline chiang hé dong dén,

ma noi: “Moi ngudi tha cho em dugc khong?”. Noi xong, c6 dat
khin dn canh bat, diing day roi khoi bép.
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Michael v me nhin nhau, chi nghe thiy tiéng cta phong ngt
dong nhe.

“Né cang ngay cang yéu, chic né sap chiu hét néi réi”. Me Michael
noi.

Bong nhién, Michael ndy sinh mét y nghi, 1é nao anh khéng dang
dé dudc moi ngudi thuong hay sao? Tinh canh anh ldc nay rat
khoé khan.

Khi ho dung com xong, Michael bdo v4i me la anh vao thim
Pauline. “Dudc, nén lam thé”, ba néi, “dé me rita bat dia cho”. Thé
13, anh bong Lindy khoi chiéc ghé cao, di 1én 13u.

DéE an toan hon, anh gd nhe ctta phong ngti, khéng ai tra 16i. Png
ngoai mdt hoi 1au, anh day clta budc vao.

Pauline khéng nam trén giudng nhu anh nghi, ma ding 3 clta s6
canh bén chiéc ndi ctia Lindy. C6 vén rém ctta nhin ra ngoai, khi
Michael budc vao c6 cling khéng quay dau nhin. “Pauline”, anh
goi.

“Chuyén gi?”.
“Anh mong em nén an chut gi dé”.

Mit ¢ van nhin ra ctta s6, di chi nhin thiy nhitng mit clta md
nhat ctia nha bén kia dudng.

Pay von 1a phong ngl clia bd me Michael, nhung sau khi Michael
két hon, né lai trd thanh t6 Am hanh phtic ctia anh. Chiéc giudng
sat mau tring va cai ti dau giudng bang gb dd cia bé me Michael
dé lai gid d3i dudc Pauline trang tri lai: chiéc chin théu tén
Pauline, c6 dung khi con con gai; hoa cai 4o trén bo trang phuc c6
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mic tham gia vii héi thdi trung hoc phé thong, di dd bay mau va
trd nén thoé cling, nhung van dé trén ti dau giudng; va cd anh
chup véi cac ban thdi trung hoc dudce 16ng vao khung kinh dit &
dé. Phong céach trang tri nay thé hién cda tinh cfia c6, thdm chi
may vat dung mdi thém vio ciing thé hién diéu nay - mot cai néi,
mdt chiée ruong dung ctia héi mén ma khoéng ai biét dén.

Anh budc téi, diing canh c6. “Con thiy me khoéng?”, anh hdi
Lindy, “Me yéu tdi nghiép, hién me con khong dugc khoe”.

Pauline budn than: “Anh khéng hé hiéu t6i gip van dé gi, ding
khong?”.

“Thuc té, anh nghi minh biét”, Michael dap. Lic néi chuyén, anh
cd gang gitt giong binh tinh, tranh 1am ¢6 tén thuong nhiéu hon.
“Anh hiéu suy nghi cia em. Rang anh nén cho em nhiéu bat ngd
hon vao ngay sinh nhat”.

Pauline bt dau tranh bién, nhung anh lai ngtta ban tay kia ra roi
ndi: “Anh rat xin 16i. Di nhién anh khéng muén 1am em that
vong, anh cé cAm gidc dao gan diy em hay budn buyc. Em dang
mang thai, lai bi nghén, di nhién khéong dugc vui - anh va me
cling nhu em - déu khong ngd rang chting ta cé dia thit hai sém
thé, cling chinh chuyén nay 1am em phién mudn”.

“Sao anh biét duge chuyén gi 1am t6i phién mudn chit?”, Pauline
quay ngudi héi.

Lindy bat dau khéc, Michael vé nhe sau lung con bé, néi: “Théi
nao, Pauline. Pugc rdi, binh tinh nao, em yéu”. “Anh dang goi t6i
12 ‘em yéu’ sao! Anh dang b3o tdi binh tinh sao! Anh chuyén gi
ciing biét nhi! Chi cé t6i mdi biét chuyén gi 1am t6i phién mudn
thoi!”.
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Moi ngudi déu cé thé nghe thay - di nhién, bao gdm ca me anh,
tham chi c6 ca Eustace va nhitng khach hang dang c6 mat trong
clta hiéu Itic @4. Giong néi liic nay ciia c6 it nhat cling nang cao 8
phan, nghe viia vang vita sic lanh, hoan toan khéng giong cai
giong khan khan tram am thudng ngay cta c6. Vi tlc gidn ma
Pauline trd nén rat kich déng. N6 1am tiing lon téc quin gon séng
clia ¢ dung thang 1én, trong rat dit dan. Anh bat luc khi thiy su
viéc dén muc nay. Anh khéng hé c¢é y mudn kiém soat c6, nhung
viéc anh tht 1am c6 binh tinh lai khién c6 cang ttic gidn. “Em
yéu”, anh vain c6 ging, “Em yéu”, “binh tinh di nio, Pauline”.
Nhung c6 van tic gidn thét 16n, tay nim chit hai ndm dam. C6
gianh 13y dta bé dang khéc 6m vao long, roi thét 1én: “Ra ngoai!
Ra ngoai ngay! Ké tu cao tu dai, ddng ghét, ra ngoai mau! Dé me
con toi yén!”.

Anh chang néi gi nila, quay lung bd ra ngoai. Anh chua tiing oan
hin su nhu nhudc, v6 dung ctia minh nhu by gi¢. Du vay, anh da
cd gang hét stc r6i. Anh trd vao bép, va khi di ngang qua me, anh
phat hién me dang nhin minh chdm cham, tay vin cAm cai khin
kho lau bat dia.

“Con nghi con nén trd xudng 1am viéc”. Anh néi, nd mdt nu cudi
gugng véi me, sau dé cham chap budc ra ngoai.

Lé nao minh khong yéu vg minh cha?

Cha, khoéng, di nhién thé. Pay chi 1a mdt trong v van séng gié
ma moi cip vd chdng phai vugt qua. Anh chii y thdy mot tiéu dé
16n trén trang bia tap chi Pauline thudng mua: “Lam cach nao
bép chét chién tranh trong hén nhan ngay ti khi con 1 tring
nudc?” va “Sao ching ta cf mai cdi nhau?”.

Nhung phan 16n nhitng ngudi vg khac khong khé hiéu, va hay
thay d6i that thudng nhu Pauline.
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Anh bd ba ci hanh tiy trén cin vao mot tdi gidy mau nau, dat
trén quay hang, dua cho ba Golka. Ba dang suy nghi ¢é nén mua
nlia ky dudng khdéng, nhung lai khéng muén ding hét phiéu
thuc pham. Ba néi v4i Michael rang hai dita con song sinh ctia ba
thich an ngot. Michael dap: “Thich an ngot, vay a...”, ndi xong anh
lai nhin vao ban can, trén ban can cé 4 vét 16m. Pay 1a két qua clia
viéc Pauline ném né xudng dat trong mot 1an cii nhau.

Cha, chiang con nhd rd ho cii nhau bao nhiéu 1an réi. Cii co do
van dé tién bac: ¢6 ludn tiéu tién vao nhiing tht ma anh cho rang
khong can thiét, chang han nhiing vat trang tri nhé trong nha, va
mdt s6 trang stc khdong dung dén. Michael lai tiét kiém hon -
nhung theo cich néi ctia Pauline 14 keo kiét. Cii co do van dé nha
3: c6 titng néi minh sip dién rdi, nhdi nhét trong cin nha téi mo
ngdt ngat, sudt ngay doi dién véi me anh. C6 mudn chuyén di
ngay khi chién tranh két thtic - sdng trong ngdi nha xung quanh
14 cAy c6i, ¢ mot cai vudn hoa thim chi con céd médt khu vudn bén
héng nha, chit khéng phai kiéu cin nha nay ndi tiép cin kia.
Michael néi anh chang mua ndi cin nha nhu thé, nhung Pauline
bao bo c6 cb thé gitp, hon nita 6ng di hia rdi - di hia rdi!
Michael thay mit minh néng 1én vi xdu hd. Thé 13, anh bao séng &
viing ngoai 6 1am sao budn ban, nhung Pauline ndi cé thé chuyén
ca clta hiéu dén d@é. “Néu thé, moi ngudi § dudng St. Cassians phai
mua hang héa  ddu?”. Anh hdi, nhung c6 tra 16i: “Moi ngudi & St.
Cassians u? Ai mang dén ho kia cht? Ti ldu em di chang mudn
lam nguéi & St. Cassians nifa roi! G dé moi ngudi déu biét o6
chuyén cia nhau. Chiing ta cling nén mé rong tim mat!”.

Tham chi, cd cudc séng chin gbi cling trd thanh nguyén nhan
géy cdi va. Anh c6 nén bat dau cﬁng mot cach kh6ng> Phai ching
1an nao anh cung diing mét tu thé va lap lai cung mot dong tac?
Nhutng van dé nay titng 1am Michael sutng s6t vo cling, “O, nhUng,
y anh 13, anh phai lam sao...”. Anh 1ip bip héi, nhung Pauline néi:
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“Thoi, bd di, anh quén nhiing gi em ndi di”. Sau dé, anh quén
chuyén 4y that. Thuc té, gid ho chang quan hé chin géi gi nhiéy,
nhung anh lai nghi: néu xét stic khde hién nay ctia c6 4y, tinh
hinh nay cé thé 1y giai.

Tuy nhién, anh nhd rat rd nhitng 1an ho cii nhau kich 1iét nhat,
nhung khéng nhd vi 1y do gi. Thuc ra, ho rat hiém khi cii nhau
Itic néi chuyén, vi phan 16n 13 do tinh cach khic nhau. Néu phan
tich ca tinh ctia hai ngudi: Pauline 1am viéc néng v6i va khong c6
ké hoach, con Michael lai rat can than va cé 1€ 16i; Pauline nghi gi
noéi dé, con Michael ludn can nhac ki cang trude khi néi chuyén;
Pauline tran day stic séng, c6 tip bude di nudc kiéu, nhay diéu Jig,
danh tréng, trong khi Michael lai thich yén tinh; v4i Pauline méi
ngudi ban mdi quen déu 13 ban tét nhat cia ¢d, con mdi mot cudce
tranh cdi nhd nhit déu cé thé khién tinh ban iy két thiic mai mai,
con Michael cé rat it ban than nhung tinh ban dé thudng kha 1au
bén.

Pauline cho rang hén nhén 13 su dung hoa gitta hai tim hén, con
Michael lai nghi hén nhan 13 hai nguoi két d6i dong hanh dé
khong con 18 loi. “Anh nghi gi d6?”, ¢6 thich héi thé, va “Néi em
mudn biét cdm nhin that su clia anh”. €6 ludn cé théi quen mé
va doc thu clia anh, ngay cd anh néi chuyén dién thoai véi ai co
cting héi r6. Tham chi, ci théi quen bdo anh doéan - ¢6 ltc nao
cling ndi “dodn xem chuyén gi, Michael... Khéng phai, nghiém
ttic chut di, doan 1an nita xem... Mau 1én, thi doan di ma... Khéng
phai! Poan 1an nita... Poin mau di!”. V4i Michael, anh thay diéu
dé rat phién.

Tinh cich hai ngudi khac nhau nhu thé, sao c¢é thé dung hoa?
Michael cho ring: chi riéng diém nay cé thé chiing minh suy nghi
clia anh vé hén nhén 13 chinh x4c.

Anh can than dé tdi dudng ding trén quay hang. “Ba con can gi
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nita khong?”, anh hoi ba Golka.

“Sao?”.

“Ba con can mua thém gi khéng, ba Golka?”.
“0”, banéi, “xin 181, &4 rdi”.

Ba cudi lac dau, dua s6 thuc pham trong tay cho Michael. Cla
hiéu tap héa thudng cé may gid cao diém: sang ho mua nhiing
vat dung can thiét hang ngay di diing hét trong mot dém; xé trua
ho mua thtic dn trude khi bon tré tan hoc vé dé chuin bi com trua
cho chtng; budi chiéu ho mua nhiing thi can thiét dé€ chuin bi
com toi; tit 5 gid chiéu khéach sé thua dan, chi cé Wanda diing bén
quay hang. Wanda Lipska, day 13 tén bay gid clia c6. C6 mua hang
xong, con td mo chua mudn vé. “Anh nghe néi vé chuyén Ernie
Moskowicz di nhap ngii chua?”.

“Ernie Moskowicz!”, Michael ngac nhién néi, “Cau iy vita mdi cé
con ma!”.

“Con nita, quan ca phé Hy Lap tén Nick chdy rdi; Anna Grant lay
mdt Pai t4, chuyén dén song 3 bang Arizona. Anh con nhé Anna
khong? €6 gai choi piano trong hon 1€ cia anh day”. Wanda hoi.

Michael tra 16i: “Di nhién 1a nhd”. Di nhién anh nhé Anna - nhé
hang 16ng mi dai thang cfia ¢d va cd mai téc mau niu budng xda
ngang vai. Bat chot anh khao khét ¢ minh liét, thé rdi anh tu hdi
ban than: sao trudc diy minh khong yéu c6 gai nhu Anna Grant?
Néu thé, han gid anh d4 séng nhiing ngay don gian va yén binh!

Tham chi cé thé 14 Wanda. Wanda ma anh tiing quen biét cé vé

lam ngudi ta chan ghét. Nhung gid c6 dang 6m tii mua hang
ding bén canh anh, cé thai 6 thiang, sic mait hong ho, tré dep va
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khée manh. C6 mic 4o khodc mau niu cii s6n, hinh nhu me hodic
ban c6 di tliing mic. Trong chiéc 4o hoi nhd, khong che ndi cai
bung dang nho ra cfia cd. D1 vay, khudn mit hoi réng kiéu Balan
dién hinh ctia c6 lai rang r& vi hanh phic.

“Cho t6i gdi 16i hoi tham Pauline nhé”, ¢6 vira néi vita quay ngudi
chuan bi rdi khdi, “bao véi c6 dy rang t6i mong cd Ay co thé thay...
O, ban dén rdi! Chao!”.

Qua dung 1a Pauline. C6 dang bdng bé Lindy, budc vao tit clia
chinh huéng ra dudng, deo tui luéi mua hang trén vai. C6 van
mic 4o khoac dd, ddi chiéc nén Michael goi 12 Robin Hood - cling
mau dd, mau rat hop véi 4o khodc, chi vao chti nhit c6 mdéilay ra
d6i. Vanh mii hep, lai con cam mot chiéc 16ng vii den ruc rd. Lic
ho yéu nhau, Michael thudng tim kiém chuit sic dé trén dudng.
Mbi khi thay cé 4o d6 luédt qua trong ddm ddng, tim anh déu dap
nhanh lién hoi.

“Chao ban, Wanda! Chao Michael!”, Pauline chao ho. “Con bé xinh
qua”, Wanda nhin bé Lindy, “hét nhu thién than”. Néi xong c6
con thom c6 bé may céi. Lindy ciing 4n mic hoa hoe nhu me: 40
khoidc ni mau héng, d6i mii len nhd ciing mau héng. C6 bé
nghiéng mit quan sat k§j Wanda, sau d6 quay dau vé phia
Michael, dudng nhu mudn hdi: “Chuyén gi thé b6?”, Michael cling
nhin né, nhung khéng cudi.

“Me con minh dén ctta hang thit”, Pauline néi, “minh mudén mua
it thit chudn bi com trua cho Michael. Dao nay thit dit that! Moi
pound phai mat 7 diém mua hang! Nhung Michael 1am viéc vat
va qud, minh phai bé sung &t protein cho anh ay”.

“Ban von 1a ngudi may min”, Wanda néi véi Pauline, “lay dugc
anh chong cé ctta hiéu tap hda. Phai chi minh dudc nhu ban, &
ngay dudi nha cé ca phé va dudng minh can”.
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Pauline cudi khanh khach. “Phai d4”, c6 bao, “minh rit may man,
ban dung 1am!”, vita néi Pauline vita quay dau vé phia Michael, hy
vong anh cling cuoi.

Nhung anh chang cudi, chi nhin ¢6 lanh lung. Thé r6i Wanda
hing giong, chuin bi roi khéi.

Vi Pauline, 16i néi ra tua nhu mét hat bui, hoac vai giot stta tran
khdi ly, cé thé dé dang lau sach khong dé lai ddu vét. Co sé nghi
rang mot 16i xin 16i don gian - tham chi chang can thiét - cé thé
x6a bé mAiu thuin gitia hai ngudi; ¢d ngd tAm trang minh vui roi
c thé x6a bd nhiing 18i d4 ndi véi chdng: tu cao tu dai, ddng ghét,
ludén tu cho minh 13 ding. C6 niu in trong bép véi vé mait vui
tuci thodi mai, vita ngin nga bai hat “Moi ngudi sé bao chiing ta
dang yéu”, vita dung nia chia phan thit ra tiing dia. C6 dang nau
mén Michael yéu thich. Miéng thit 40 bing bot mi, mudi va tiéu,
sau d6 bd vao chio dau ran véi lita 16n. Théng thudng, tay nghé
niu nuéng clia cd rat yéu, mén von rat ngon cob lai thém qua
nhiéu gia vi va 1am qua nhiéu. Michael thich nhit céc loai rau cf,
nhu mang déng hép, mén khoai khong ném gia vi trén mot
miéng bo nho.

“Tuyét that”. B Anton nhin thtc in trén ban hdn h3 néi, via trai
khin an 1én dui. Lindy khodi chi trén chiéc ghé cao, nim chit
miéng ming trong tay, nudc x6t cit chdy ra hai bén tay né.
Michael tra 16i moét tiéng “Um”, r6i véi tay 1ay hii mudi.

Trong bita com, Pauline luyén thuyén ké nhiing tin minh nghe
dugc khi di mua sam. Con gai 6ng Zynda tit Richmond vé thim
6ng; Henry Piazy cudi mot ¢ gai Anh, 6 khong, c6 18 ho chi vita
mdi dinh hén; Tessie Dobek tdi qua dude dua vao vién vi viém
rudt thita cap tinh. “Oi, tr&i a”, me Michael néi, “Tom va Grace tdi
nghiép! Ho d3 mat dia con trai duy nhat, gid lai dén dta bé nay.
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Chic ho dau budn dén phat dién”. Michael khéng tra 18i, tiép tuc
an com. Néu chi nghe Pauline néi thé, ban sé tudng c6 rat quan
tAm chuyén hang xém lang giéng, chit khdng phai khinh miét ho.

Me Michael ndi: “Gid Tessie bao nhiéu tudi rdi nhi, chic 12 tudi?
Hay 13 tubi? Michael, han con biét...”, ba Anton muén anh cling
tham gia vao cudc tro chuyén cta ho.

Nhung Michael chi néi moét cau “khdng biét”, sau dé lai 1y mot
miéng banh mi cho minh.

“Vét thuong 6 moéng anh ay lai dau r6i”, Pauline giai thich véi me,
“con dam chic tuyét sip roi day. Me c6 chd v dang di ctia anh 4y
hém nay khong? Bai tip thé duc budi sang ciing khong thé tip
hét”. C6 néi thé, ctt nhu khdng cé Michael viy, con ba Anton ciing
khoéng hiéu nguyén nhan hanh ddng ky quai clia con trai.

Me anh ndéi tiép dé tai lic ndy, “Phai d6”, ba ndi, “me cling cam
nhan dugc dau hiéu tuyét sap roi, minh may dau nhuc vo cung”.

“HO6m nay me udng thudc chua?”, Pauline héi. “Me quén roi! CAm
on con da nhac me”.

“Con di 1ay thudc, me ngdi yén day nhé”. “Khéng, khong can dau!
Con ngodi xudng di!”.

Hét nhu dang nhay trong mdt budi vii hdi dude tap duyét ki
ludng, hai ngudi phu nii ct giit tu thé nta ding nla ngdi, nhu
dang khom g6i hanh 18 véi d6i phuong. M6t Itc sau, Pauline ngbi
vao chd, ba Anton di ding diy hoan toan, 18 budc ra khdi bép.

“PDang ra, em nén nhic me sém hon”, Pauline néi véi Michael,
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“phong bénh tét hon chila bénh, bénh that réi thi khé ma chita

”»

tr1”.

Michael chang néi gi c3, xé mot miéng banh mi nhd, bd vao trong
dia ctia Lindy.

“Nhung di nhién anh biét rd hon em”, Pauline néi tiép, “vét
thuong trén moéng anh sé nhic anh thdi tiét thay d6i r6i”.

Anh van khéng néi. “Michael?”.
“An chut banh mi di, Lindy, ngon 1am day”. Michael néi véi con.

“Michael, 18 nio anh dinh suét d&i khéng néi chuyén véi em
sao?”.

“Cha, banh mi. Con biét ndi khoéng? ‘Banh mi’?”. Lindy cudi toét
miéng vdi anh, dé 16 hai chiéc ring cta nho nhé dinh mén ming
nghién ma né vita an.

“Anh diing thé ma, Michael, chting ta khéng thé 1am lanh sao?”.
“Banh mi”. Anh néi vdi Lindy.

“Thu théit, 161 em néi khéng phai y nhu anh nghi dau! Luc dé chi
12 do em thay khong dugc khéde. Michael, thit tinh em khéng chiu

dung dugdc khi noi cau véiem”.

“Anh khéng néi cau vdi em”. Michael néi. Mat anh vin nhin
Lindy.

Pauline héi: “Anh khéng c6 sao?”.

“Anh budn vé em, va chan ngan vd cung, ca cii tinh hay lam
ngudi ta khoé chiu ctia em nita! C6 1€, liic dau anh khéng nén lay
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em!”.

Su im ling cang 1am ho ngat thd - mot bau khéng khi ngdt ngat
bao triim ca cin bép.

Mot ltc sau, tiéng bude chan cia ba Anton vong tit trong phong
ngt ra. “Tim thay thudc roi!” giong ba rat cao.

Ba di vao bép, tay cAm mdt ti thudc bang gidy mau xanh lam
mua & hiéu thudc clia nha Sweda. Michael néi: “A, ving”. Pauline
ngoi thang ngudi trén ghé, hdi: “Me can nudc udng thudc khéng
ar”’.

“Khéng can diu, cdm on con yéu, ly me van con nudc”. Ba Anton
dap, sau d6 ngbi xudng ghé.

Michael cAm nia rdi tiép tuc dn, con Pauline van ngbi bat dong
trén ghé.

An com xong, me Michael bio dé ba rita bat dia. “Hai dta 1én 1au
nghi ngoi di”. Ba néi véi ho. Nhung Lindy lai réo khéc, né buén
ngt roi.

Thé 1a Michael néi: “Con pha sita cho con bé day”.
“0, dé me pha cho, con yéu, hai dda di nghi di”.

Ct nhu khéng nghe thiy 16i me néi, anh di dén bén gia dé binh
stta dd khit trung. Me anh khong can thiép niia.

Pauline bong Lindy vé phong ngti thay ti. Michael pha siia xong,
sau d6 cho vio moét ndi nude dit 1én bép hdm néng. Anh khoanh
hai tay trudc nguc, dang hai chan diing bén bép Itta, nhin nude
trong ndi dan séi. Phia sau anh, ba Anton dang lau dia. “Pling
ham sita néng qua”. Mot Itc sau, ba néi. Anh dap: “A?... Da”. Sau
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d6 anh nhanh chéng 13y chai sita ra khéi ndi. Con 1dm néng may
dau ngdén tay. “Chét tiét”. Anh ming. Lan dau tién me anh khong
phan nan gi trudc nhiing 16i thé tuc nay. Anh dit chai stta dudi
voi nudc bé giit dd dé gidm bét d6 néng, ba Anton 1t ra sau mot
chut, sau @6 anh di 1én phong ngt, lic manh binh sita trong tay.

Trong phong ngt chang cé ai.

Chiéc néi ctia Lindy tréng khoéng, chiéc chin ctia cé bé rat hd
hiing treo trén thanh néi. Miéng trai giudng bang nhua Pauline
thudng 16t dudi giudng ho trudc khi thay ta cho Lindy vin xép
ngay ngan dit trén ti com mét (tt nim ngin kéo).

Anh di xuyén qua phong khach dén nha tam, 3 d6 ciing chang c6
ai. ThAm chi anh coén thd dau vao cin phong nhd cia me, nhung
van chang thay gi.

Chic chin ho d3 men theo cau thang di ra ngoai trdi. Ho khong di
cau thang cé mai che va an toan hon & phia sau, ma chon cau
thang cttu hda kim loai rung rinh sdp sap théng ra dudng Porter.
C6 18, Pauline d3 men theo clta sd trong phong ngii tréo ra bén
ngoai ban céng - d6 1a cai gian 16 thién. C6 6m dua tré mdi 6
thang tudi vita d6i vita budn ngd, ti lai udt trong 16ng, men theo
cau thang tron trgt di trong d8m déng lanh gia. Gié Bic vin dang
rit 1én, du bao sip céd mdt tran tuyét 16n trudc binh minh.

Anh trd vao bép, dit binh siia trén tim van dé rao nudc quan ao.
Me anh via riia sach bat dia, vira nhin anh day ngo vuc.

“Con nghi chic hai me con minh di dao théi”. Anh néi. Ba diing
viéc dang lam.

“Pi dao gan nha trudc liic ngt”. Anh lai néi. Ba dap: “U”.
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Ba dé bat dia 1én gid. Michael cAm mot chiéc khin gitp ba lau
chén bat, roi xép chung lai 1én gia. Khi bat dau lau nia, anh lai
thodi mai ngdn nga mot khiic nhac. Mot ldc sau, anh méi phat
hién minh dang ngin nga bai “Moi ngudi sé bao chung ta dang
yéu”.

Than 6i, tinh ndng mua that thudng ctia Pauline! C6 qua 13 ngudi
kho doan biét trude! Néu Pauline ctt mii bong Lindy di trong man
dém chi vi nhiing tiic gidn nhat thdi, sao ¢ bé hoc dugc cach nght
nghi dtng gid chit? Sap 9 gid rdi, ho ra ngoai di hon hai tiéng.
Ptta tré can dudc gitt Am, ngoai trdi thi qua lanh.

Michael ctt di qua di lai trong phong. Mot 1an niia dén bén chiéc
ndi nhd, anh 1ay tdm chin cta Lindy ti thanh giudng xudng,
vudt thiang va xép ngay ngian. Nhiing vat dung ctia con ciing phai
gon gang sach sé, anh nghi thé. Sao c6 thé dé con minh 1én 1én
trong mdt moéi trudng 16n xd6n, khoéng ngin nip. Ching can su
ngin nip va sach sé tuyét doi.

Anh nghe tiéng me budc ra tit nha vé sinh, chan chit mét lic &
hanh lang, r6i trd vé phong ngti clia ba. C4 18 vi mang d6i dép day
va ning, budc chin cia ba nghe chim chap la thudng. Anh nghi,
minh nén dén phong me chiic ba ngli ngon. Anh lai nghe tiéng
khoa ctta phong. Am thanh d6 nhu chtta day su trach méc va bat
luc.

Tam chin ctia Lindy do Pauline may hdi mang thai, c6 diing chi
len mau vang nhat vién dudng bién trén miéng vai sa tanh vang.
Vi ¢6 cho rang trudce khi di vao gidc ngd, tré con déu thich sd
nhiing ngdén tay nhé xinh 1én thit gi 6 tron min. C6 cé chit kién
thtic vé mit nay. C6 biét nhitng da tré mdéi chao ddi rat sg minh
sé bi ton thuong, nén ct cudn tron ngudi nhu cudn chi giod; c¢d
biét Am thanh ma tré con thich - chiing thich tiéng ddng cé Am
cao hon, nhung khéng thich tiéng la hét; c6 con biét dong tac
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dung dua tré nam ngang cé thé tao hiéu qua an i, con dung dua
1én xudng sé 1am cing co bap cua chung.

Michael ching biét c6 hoc nhiing thit nay tit dau, thadm chi anh
nghi ngd c6 chua tiing hoc - day chila y nghi clia riéng cé.

Anh dit tdm chin xép can than 1én giudng Lindy, rdi dit con éch
xanh & dau giudng cho ngay ngin lai. P4 13 d6 choi thud nhd clia
Pauline, tréng dia bac mau, 18p 16ng bén ngoai nhan trui vi
thudng bi s, diéu nay cho thay né tiing dudc yéu quy biét bao.
Miéng con éch may bang chi, nhung mot bén bi diit dudng may,
bién né thanh con éch vénh moi cudi ngiy ngd. Chan phai ctia né
cting dudc may lai bang chi xanh mau nhat.

Pauline 13 ngudi thich 6n lai k{ niém xua ddng thoi rat tiét kiém.
M3ii dén gid 6 van con giit con dé 1am bang thiéc. Pay 1a mén qua
Michael bd vao mot chiéc hop ting c6 trong 1an hen ho dau tién.
C6 van con gilt mot chiéc coc gidy hinh tru tron, gid bi dé bep
thanh hinh cai ném giéng nhu chiéc banh c¢é nhin. P4 14 mén d6
ho titng duing choi dtia trén tau hda trong chuyén di hudng tuan
trang mat & Washington.

Anh nhin quanh cdn phong. Trén btic anh trong khung kinh, ban
bé ¢6 dang mim cudi thin thiét; chiu xuong rong cling nhanh
chéng moc vuon 1én trén bé ctlia so.

Budi t0i, c6 thudng ciing me anh chum dau xem chung mét
quyén tap chi, thinh thoang ho lai cudi khanh khach. Dudng nhu
dé tai ndo cling cé thé 1am ho vui - tham chi chi 13 moét bic anh
thdi trang, hodc mot s6 kim chi nam néi vé cach tao mot cude
song tha vi. “Hiy gom nhitng d6i vé khéng mang trong nhi ban
lam qua ting chién tranh?”. Pauline thudng doc theo tap chi,
“Dung kim méc thanh mét chiéc tdi cé day rat dé thuong, trén dé
théu hoa vin, chac chin rat bat mit!”. Me anh nghe dén diy, 6m

http://tieulun.hopto.org



bung cudi ngit nghéo, mit hip lai thanh hai dudng chi. Michael
chua titng thay me vui thé, di1 liic bd va em trai anh con sdng ba
cling chua titng cudi nhu thé. Chi cé Pauline mdi khoi diy niém
vui ndi ba.

Anh nghe tiéng dong ho bio thiic 1am bang thiéc dit trén ti dau
giudng kéu tich tic tich tic, Am thanh nghe tram budn va chim
rii. Ngoai ra, cin phong im ang vé cung. Dudng nhu, su im ang
nay dang dé ning 1én anh, “Thay chua?”, hinh nhu né dang héi,
“Néu khong cé Pauline anh sé trd nén c¢d don thé nao rdi chi1?”.

Anh ma ti11dy 4o khodc, roi di ra ngoai.

Ngoai troi tuyét sip roi roi. Bau trdi toéi om 16 ra mét tia mau
hong tua nhu mét biic &nh phodi mau thu céng.

Trong khong khi bao phi mét muii huong nong nic, trén dudng
ngudi qua lai thua thét, thinh thodng c6 mot vai ngudi bude di
vOi vang. Mbi khi cAy nang ctia Michael dit xuéng via hé déu phat
ra 4m thanh vang déi tya nhu tiéng kim loai va vao nhau. Dudng
nhu dau cao su clia cdy nang dé ciing bi tiét troi gia rét 1am cho
lanh cling.

Trong thAm tam, Michael cAm nhin dugc tAm hén minh trong
rong khi khong cé Pauline, trai tim anh dang 4m tham nhé mau.

Lic trong trai huin luyén tin binh, anh luén xép gon chiéc khin
choang c6 ting, can than dit dudi géi nam. Mdi toi, anh déu lay
nd ra, ap sat vao mit, hit thit siu mui huong 4m 4p clia né. Lic
dau, né c6 mui ctia Pauline, cé 1& diy chi 13 tudng tugng clia anh
thoi - nhu ngtti thay mui huong sita tim hanh nhan trén ngudi c6
iy, c6 mui huong cfia 1an méi cd, thim chi con tda ra mui sot tdo
trong nha bép. Nhung khi anh di tiu dén California, nhitng mui
huong d6 hoan toan bién mat, chi con lai mui chi len. Thé r6i anh
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lai lién hé mui hudng nay véi Pauline, moi vat dan bang len déu
1am anh nhd dén c6 4y - tdm chin quan dung, mii chéng gié ctia
anh linh cling ging tay ctia nhiing c6 gai - déu khoi day trong anh
mdt ndi nhd da diét. Trong thu gdi cd, anh viét “anh vi em ma
mac bénh tuong tu”, “ddi anh khong thé thiéu ving em” - nhiing
15i néi néng chay dai loai nhu thé, né déu xuat phat ti tinh cim
chan thit cia anh.

Pauline viét thu hoi 4m: “Nhd anh!”, “Yéu anh!”, “Phai chi hém
qua cé anh cting choi bowling!”. Vé sau, khodng cich giita cic 1an
viét thu cho anh ngiy cang dai, cd nhiing 16i néi ngot ngao vén
d3 it va lai cang it di. Cudi cling nhiing 18i néi ngot ngao dan dan
bién mat ma thay vao dé cé bat dau néi nhiéu vé cau lac bdé quin
nhan noi ¢6 1am viée. C6 cung cap ca phé va banh ran cho ciac anh
linh. C6 goi ho 1a ban, “anh chang dén tit Nebraska 13 anh linh t6t
nhit ma em tiing gip”, “anh chang téc dd tén Davey, em tiing ké
chuyén anh ta v4i anh”. Nhung du vy, anh van khéng khéi lo
lang vi c6 khéng chi cting ho di choi bowling, ma con cling truct
bing, khiéu vil. “Lam thé 13 thé hién 1ong yéu nudc ctia em!”, cd
giai thich nhu thé vé chuyén khiéu vii. “Néu diéu Jitterbug (diéu
nhay giat gan) 12 mot biéu hién cfia 1ong yéu nudc, nhat dinh em
sé nhay!”. Luc doc thu c6 gdi, anh nheo mit vi mudn tim xem
trong titng hang chit ¢ diéu gi bat thudng khéng. Trong thu anh
viét: “Mong rang em khong bat dau quén anh”. C6 hdi 4m: “Em sé
mai mii khong quén anh! Nhung em khéng thé ngdi & nha sudt
dém, em chi mdi 21 tudi, anh mong diéu gi & em ch?”. Thuc té,
anh lai nghi & nha suét 14 tot, nhung khéng néi c6 nghe suy nghi
nay.

Anh khoéng khdi oan han cudc sdng quan ddi. Khoang thdi gian
ving nha 1am anh dau khd v6 cling. Cudc sdng thiéu su riéng tu
1am anh lo ling, bat an. Hau nhu nhiing ngay trong quin d6i déu
cho anh cdm giic nay. Khong nhiing sg chién dau, ma anh con sg
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nhiing buéi huin luyén quan su: bo rap trong nhiing ltim ciy gai
gbc, khong ngiing run 1én gitta hai hang kém gai, 1udi 1€ trong tay
anh khéng nging dam manh ra trudc, vi dung stic qua manh
suyt nita anh di ddm phai hai anh linh ding hai bén, con ho sau
khi 1au bau mot tiéng bat an ciing ddm ra trudc nhu thé. Hoéi &
trai huan luyén, anh d3 cau nguyén minh dudc ¢t 1am cong viéc
vin phong. Su sap xép nhu thé ching phai cang hop tinh hap 1y
hon véi mét chang trai 16n 1én trong mét cta hiéu tap hda sao?
Nhung theo nhiing trai nghiém ctia anh & California, rd rang ddi
séng quan doi khac han trong suy nghi ctia anh. Hau hét cac budi
huin luyén déu lién quan dén thudc né. Piéu té hai hon 13, anh lai
phai & chung phong véi anh linh dén tit Virginia ct ngay sudt
dém tén Connor.

Cung lic d6, Pauline dang khiéu vii véi nhitng anh linh khac, thi
tham to nhd véi cac ban nii, trang diém trudc guong. Anh khao
khat dudc séng an nhan vui vé nhu ¢d biét bao, ddi Itc anh lai
nghi viéc nhap ngii1a mét sailam do c6 gay ra. Néi diing hon, day
khong phai 161, ma 13 Anh hudng clia c6. Su Anh hudng 16n nhat
d6 chinh 14 4nh mét nhiét tinh va tran day hy vong ctia Pauline.
Khong, nén loai bd suy nghi nay, dan 6ng phai chiu trach nhiém
v6i quyét dinh cia minh.

Anh khéng ngiing néi thé véi ban than, nhung cang ngiy anh
cang chan ghét cudc song trong quin déi. Nhitng con bo trén bai
tap khong ngitng can ho; khi vi s quan néi dai dong, tay cic anh
linh phai cAm vii khi diing yén moét chd, thdi gian tréi qua, vii khi
ngay cang trd nén ning né; thim chi ca gid rét trong tréi ddng gia
lanh va anh chang Connor giudng bén ctt ngiy sudt ciing 1am anh
phat dién. M6t dém no, sau 8 ngay, cudi ciing Pauline cling viét
thu cho anh. Nhung thu lai nhic dén mét thugng iy “khéo doi
nhan xUt thé” néi giong Boston. Michael nhay phit xudng giudng,
khong ngung gao thét “Dung lai! Dung lai! Dung lai!” sau d6 tim
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14y go6i, @& manh 1én mit Connor, ba anh linh méi dén kéo anh ra.
Connor ngdi diy, sting sot tritng mat nhin anh, mit day vé nghi
hodc. Michael hai tay 6m mat ngoi xuéng giuong minh.

Sau 1an d6, moi ngudi xung quanh déu cd tinh 14n tranh anh.
Trong trai huin luyén tan binh, anh vén khéng c¢6 ban bé, mét s6
it nhitng ngudi ban x3 giao véi anh cling bat dau dan xa lanh. Cap
trén theo doéi Michael sat sao, Connor khéng ngiing nam bat cd
héi gay rac roi cho anh - “bat can” danh d6 tach ca phé ctia anh,
hoic c6 y ddy anh ra khéi hang ngii. Khdng bao 1au sau, vao mét
lan tip huin trong ring, sing ctia Connor cudp co, bin trung
mong trai ciia Michael. Sau su viéc dd, cé ngudi cho rang day 1a vo
tinh, nhung Michael biét rat rd... Du vay, anh cling khong td cdo
Connor.

Cubi cling, Connor thing, Michael danh cuén géi vé nha.

Anh di bing qua dudng Purslane rdi ré phdi, dén trudc nha
Barclay. Anh dén in rd hinh dang cita sd tang dudi trong san
vuon, chiéu sang cot clia vom cita nha bang gb. Michael khong
thich vom clta, vi thay né rat xa xi. Vom clta nha Barclay trong da
cll, gidy 6ng cao su vit lung tung khap noi, xéng xtic tuyét da gi
sét va cay chéi cin dit bén clta dudng nhu dang cdi dau chao
muing anh dén.

Anh bam chudng clta, dim chin trén tdm tham trudc nha. Anh
dinh bam thém lan nita, nhung lai d6t ngot thay déi y dinh, rat
ngon tay trd ve.

“A”, cudi cing 6ng Barclay cling xuat hién dudi 4nh dén rong 16n,
“Michael a”.

“Vang, con day, thua bd”. “Xin chao”.
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Ong Barclay vita néi vita diing sang mot bén, chi it 1an nay 6ng
khéng ngdm minh trong bdn tim. Ong mic 4o len c6 chit V va
quan tim 6ng, mdt tay cam td bao “Tin tic buu dién”, kinh lio
khong gong xé xudng trén séong mili.

“Con nghi tuyét sap rdi”. Michael vita néi vita budc vao.

“Phai d6, du bao thdi tiét cling néi vay”. Ong Barclay chi td bao
trong tay vé phia cau thang ndi: “N6 va con bé & trén 1au”. Sau doé,
ong ngoi vao ghé dua lic nay.

Me Pauline ng01 trén ghé lac lu vay tay thén thién vdi Michael,
“Dao nay van khde chtt, Michael?”, ba héi. “0, con rit khde, thua
me”.
Ba dang dan mot chiéc khin tay mau xanh, chi len khéng ngiing
luét nhe trén dii ba. Trong 16 sudi nhen 1én ngon 1ta nhd yéu,
tiéng nhac du duong phat ra ti radio. Chiéc radio dé rat mdi la,
nut ra dai nam xéo phia trén, ngudi nghe khong can ngdi xudng
ciing cé thé chuyén dai. Ong Barclay ngdi lai xudng ghé, rdi lai 14t
bao xem.

Michael nhin cadnh trudc mat mét ltc 1au, rdi quay ngudi di 1én
cau thang.

& doan cudi ting hai c6 miy gian phong réng hon, mét trong sé
dé 1a phong ngt cda Pauline trudc ddy. Pauline dang ding canh
chiéc néi cii, vita dua nhe vita ngin nga khuc hat thudng ru bé
Lindy ngti. Phong tdi md, nhung dnh dén ti phong khach hit vao
d0 gitp Michael nhin thay vé mit Pauline khi c6 ngang dau nhin
anh. Mit ¢ uon udt, miéng nd nu cudi yéu 6t, hai khde moéi dang
run nhe, &nh mit day hy vong.

“Em yéu, Pauline”. Anh goi tén c6, cAy nang trong tay ngi xudng
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dat, anh di vé phia ¢6, 6m ¢6 vao 1dng. Anh cam gidc dude nudc
mat c6 1am uét 1an da noi c6 anh. Lic nay diy, anh thay c¢d quan
trong véi anh biét dudng nao va yéu dudi biét bao. “Em tudng
anh khéng dén tim em nila, tudng anh khong can em niia, tudng
anh khéng yéu em nita”. C6 ra ri bén tai anh. Anh néi: “Anh
khong bao gid bd em. Di nhién anh yéu em. Anh khdng thé 1a
ngudi chong khong yéu em!”.

Anh 6m chit c6 vao 1ong, nhin ra ngoai clta s cao 16n tdi den qua
dinh dau c6, thay tuyét bén ngoai dang rdi. Nhitng béng tuyét
trang mém khoéng ngling roi tit trén khéng xudng nhe ténh, 1am
ta khong cadm nhan duge su ton tai cia né. Anh thiy néu minh
nin thd, thdi gian sé mai lang dong & gidy phuit nay.
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Chuong 2

‘ : hudng dién thoai reo, Pauline néi to: “Cac con ct ngbi yén!
Dé me nghe! Ngbi yén day!”.

That ra, chang da nao nhuc nhich ca. Lindy va George vita in
sang vita ling 18 nhin me. Karen cén qua nhd, chua biét nghe dién
thoai, c6 bé khdng ngling nhét bot yén mach nhio nhet vio trong
miéng con bup bé.

Ba Anton 1& budc chin ra khéi phong nglt dén hanh lang trai
tham, thay Pauline dang chay vé phia minh, lién nép ngudi vao
tudng cho cb qua. Pauline khéng nghe dién thoai trong bép, ma
chay xudng phong dudi, nghe mét cudc dién thoai khac & d4.

“Al6?” c6 vita thd doc vita bat may, vita nhay 16 ¢ vi chay voi qua
nén bat can vap ngoédn chan.

“Chao, con yéu”. Me c0 néi.

a('j’ me é)r‘

“Cha, sao thé con”.

“Con chi... me khée khéng a?”.

“Khée 13m, cdm on con. Nhung chi con khéng 6n réi. T6i qua, con
bé thay dau tung con trudc khi sinh, cé 1€ chi 1a cdm gidc ctia nd
thoi, 2 gid sang nd c6 goi dién dén, bo con thic me di xem thé
nao. Con bé cung Doug nhét day mét tdi hanh 1y v6i va dén bénh

vién. Con doan xem? Bdac si bdo la dau gid. ‘Pau giid?" nd ndi,
‘Khéng thé nao! T6i cé phai sinh 1lan dau dau! Ong tudng tbi
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khong biét u...”.

Bon tré viit mot quyén truyén tranh trén quay bar, gid chi con lai
mbi trang bia - nhiing trang bén trong di roi rung khip noi trong
phong, bao gdbm cd mot trang vé hinh chudt Mickey thit chiéc nd
d6 to tudng. That ra, dit mdt quay bar trong phong chang hop 1y
chiit nao vi Pauline va Michael déu it udng rugu. Nhung Pauline
dinh chd khi cudce sdng ctia ho c¢é chut thoi gian réi rii sé moi
hang xém dén mé tiéc rugu. C6 con dinh chd bon tré 16n khoang
mudi may tudi sé md vii hoi, roéi 1am nude ngot vi cam két hap
kem vién va mdt s6 thitc udng khac. Du vy, ho vin chon cin nha
c6 quay bar. Ho dudc quyén chon mot trong ba kiéu nhi A, B, C.
Nhung hai kiéu nha B va C déu vudgt ngoai kha ning ctia ho. Néi
ding hon 13 nim ngoai kha ning ctia bd ¢b, vi 6ng 1a ngudi tra
tién dot dau. Con kiéu nha A, tic kiéu ndng trai California, déu
mang nhiing nét dic sic néi bat: ching nhiing trong nha c6 quay
bar, con cé6 moét tru gach tua nhu éng khéi xuyén xéo ti trén
xudng; ngoai ra, chd von 1a 16 sudi Am tudng dudc cai tao thanh 6
vudng 16m vao. Ho 1én ké hoach chd cé tién s mua mot chiéce ti vi
dat vao do.

“Donna t6i nghiép khéc 16c dodi vé nha”, me c¢b ndi tiép: “Con ¢
biét chi con mét thé nao khéng? T6i khoéng ngt dudc, lung dit
d4u cling thay khé chiu...”.

“Pugc roi, 1at nita con sé goi dién cho chi ay”, Pauline néi, “me thi
giup chi ay vui l1én nhé”.

“Phai d4, nén lam thé, con yéu. TAm trang chi con rat té, trong né
rat chan nan”.

“Con phai di day!”, Pauline néi.
Gac may xong, co lai ding tai chd moét liic, mit nhin dién thoai,
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nhung né khong reo niia.

Trong bép trén 1au, ba Anton dang don dep ti chén bén bép lita.
Ba 1y mudi, tiéu, bot bap, dudng va bot khoai tit trong t chén ra.
Ba trim khin trén dau, rdi that gt trude tran, d6i chin via
trang vita nhd 16 ra tit bén dudi, gdy nhu da boc xuong.

“Me dang tim gi thé?”, Pauline héi. “Qua man kho”.

“Me ngbi nghi di, con tim cho. George, diing nghich miéng banh
mi nudng trong tay nita, hodc 1a 4n cho hét mau, hoic rdi khoi d6
ngay. Con Lindy... Lindy, con mac thu gi vay?”.

Lindy mic chiéc quan sooc thé thao va mét chiéc 40 canh mau
hong tay phong - ma trudc gid né ludn tit chdi mic. Mbi sang chtt
nhait, khi chting thay quan 4o chuin bi dén nha thg, Pauline déu
héi: “Nay, me con ta cung mac 4o canh nhé?”, nhung Lindy cu
bao khong. Tém lai, ngoai bdé quin 4o dang mang trén ngudi, thi
b6 nao con bé cling mac. N6 1a dta bé cé tinh cach uong budng!
Pauline dinh cat di, chd Karen 16n mét chuit sé cho né mic. Karen
trong lai thich hop véi bd trang phuc d6 hon: 1an da trang hong,
téc vang mat xanh. Con mat Lindy lai ¢cé mau den giéng nhu
Michael. T nim 7 tudi, con bé da gay nhom, géc canh nhu bo.
Pauline luén tin rang: moét ngay nao d6 Lindy sé& 16t xac thanh
mot b gai dep, nd sé trd thanh cb gai dudc moi ngudi chu y, trd
thanh ngudi mau trén tap chi thdi trang. Nhung gid phut nay,
vao mot budi sang thit bay, con bé ding dé va 1am moi ngudi bat
ngd khi cling liic mic ca 4o canh va quan thé thao, con Pauline
mic quan sot. “Lindy”, Pauline hdi, “con vao thay 4o thun dudc
khong? Mac chiéc 4o nay vao i, dé tranh 1dm né nhan”.

“Con khong mudén maic ao thun”, Lindy néi, hat cam nhu khiéu
khich, mat nhin xéo me, téc c6 bé vua den via dai, rii xudng hai
bén ma.
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“E hém, me chiang dua ngudi d4n mic kiéu dé di boi dau”. Pauline
ndi xong, lién quay ngudi tim qua man kho trong t bép. C6 biét
rd mot diéu: néu khéng cht déng ting nhanh xung d6t, van dé
v6i Lindy sé cang day dua khong dit. Pauline néi xong, thi thay
Lindy dang tudt dan khoi chiéc ghé, sai budc dai ra ngoai.

“Con dudgc di bai”, George ndi, “vi con méic do thun”.

“Pung vay, George bé bdng. Me oi, con khéng tim thiy qua man
kho, chic me phai in sang véi mén khac”.

“Nhung 6ng Stanek bao qua man kho tdt cho stic khde. Ong bao
nén in nhiéu mén khé va thic an thé giau chat xo”.

“Sot tdo thé nao a?”, Pauline héi.

“Sot tao! Con mudn giét me day a! Con biét sot tdo sé gay tdo bon
ma!”.

“Viy an it tradi cdy déng hop nhé, con nhd cé thay mdt hop &
dau...”.

“Me chiang hiéu sao nita”, ba Anton néi, “nha ta md ctta hiéu tap
hda, nhung me luén chang cé thi gi dé an”.

Pauline chau may nhin mit véi chiéc hdp dung nho khé va dau
phong.

“Michael dau r6i? Hém nay 1a thi bay ma! Chang phai né bao tit
nay sé d nha vao thi bdy sao?”.

“0, me biét tinh anh 4y ma”, Pauline ndi, “anh 4y khéng yén tim
dé ngudi khac 1am viéc. Lic niy anh dy nhan dugc dién thoai ctia

Eustace bao t1 lanh gip truc tric, nén voi dén dé ngay”.
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“Ra 13 thé”, ba Anton viia néi vita quay ngudi bude di. “Day rdi”,
Pauline ndi, “cé moét it cdm Itia mi, chang con gi khac niia”.

Ba Anton biu moéi khéng thich, nhung vin ngbi vao ghé dé
Pauline miic mét bat.

“Con di 1ay khin va quan boi”, Pauline néi véi George, “Karen,
mau an hét di, chung ta dén bé bai thoi, tré roi...”.

Chudng dién thoai lai reo. “Pé con nghe”. C6 néilén.

C6 bay ra ngoai bép, chay vao hanh lang, xuéng phong dudi nha.
Mbi khi dién thoai reo, ¢ ludn xem dé 1a may man ctia minh, vi
khéng khi nao ba Anton nghe thay tiéng chuéng reo ma nhac 6ng
nghe lén.

“Al6?”, Pauline bat may. “Pauline phai khéng?”.

C6 kéu 1én: “O! Alex! Chiao anh!”.

Khi néi cidu nay, giong cd cé vé thodi mai, con pha chut ngac
nhién, duéng nhu ngudi nay luén & nadi xa vdi trong tu tudng ctia
cO.

“Mong rang c6 khong ban viée gi”. “Khéng, chang ban gi ca”.

“T6i biét thi bay 1 ngay ctia gia dinh”.

“That ra, Michael vao thanh pho r6i”. C6 ndi, “Véi to6i, cudi tuan
cling nhu moi ngay thoi”.

“Pudc, toi cé mot viéc muodn nhd c6 giup”. “Chuyén gi chit?”, co
hai.

Trong cd ct nhu mot ngudi khéc - stic séng tran tré, nhu mot co
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gai mic vay ngan bay bay trong gié ma ban chi thay & sin golf.

“T6i phat hién mot it thit trong ti lanh dudi tang ham”, anh ndi,
“né dudc d@é trong d6 1au 1am rdi, cé 18 van... Co biét diy, né di &
trong dé tl trudc khi ching tdi chia tay. Nén t6i muén hoi 6,
néu in so thit d6, cé nguy hiém tinh mang khong?”.

“O, thé a...”, c6 ndi, co tinh ciu gid dé cudc trd chuyén ctia ho dai
hon.

“T6i van chua mudn rdi khéi thé gidi nay dau”, anh néi, “dtt moi
nguoi déu nghi trai tim t6i da tan nat tu 1lau”. “Anh néi rat dang!”,
¢ td v tan dong ngay, “Nhung ti lanh ctia anh mé sudt chit? N6
cling chua tiing bi hu hong hodc mat dién phai khéng?”.

“Theo nhu t6i biét, dén gid vin chua”.

“Adelaide roi khéi anh, tu khi...”.

Trong cudc ndi chuyén gan day nhat ctia ho, 1an dau tién c6 nhic
dén chuyén vg Alex bd di. Khi 16n tiéng ndi ra tén vg anh, Pauline
thay minh c6 hoi 16 mang.

“T{ hoi thang 5”, Alex néi tiép, “nhung c6 Ay la ngudi lo xa, s6

thit @6 chic d3 dudec mua vao may tuan trudc khi ching t6i chia

))

tay".
“Néu thé thi”, Pauline néi, “thit vin diing dudc”.
“C6 nghi thé thit sao?”.

“C6 thé né khéng dudc tudi 1am, nhung...”. “Vay t6i mao hiém
mdt 1an”. Alex noéi.

“Than 6i, anh diing mao hiém vi 16i t6i néi chu!”.
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“Sao lai khéong thi?”, anh héi, “Con ai gidi hon ¢6 nao? Cha, c6 1a
ba Betty Crocker ctia ching t6i ma! T6i van con nhd moén soét ¢
mang dén trong lan picnic hoi ngay 4 thang 7 day!”.

“D6 1a mén sot da tiée kiéu Hawaii cda t6i”. C6 néi, khdong khéi
vuira mat.

“Mui vi @6 qud that tuyét voi”. “Nhung Michael bdo dn khéng
quen”. “D4 chinh 1a diém ddc ddo ctia nd!”.

“Anh ay héi t6i: ‘Sao em lai don moét dia thic dn c¢é cho nudc
tuong vao ngay Poc 1ap chit?”.

Lindy goi: “Me 6i”.

Pauhne quay phat nguoi lai, do quay ngudi véi qud, kKhuyu tay co
bat can va vao quay bar. “O! Chao con!”, cb ndi véi Lindy.

Lindy dang diing 8 chan cau thang. C6 bé di thay 40, mdt chiéc 4o
yém tam gidc budc chit trén thin hinh phang phiu ctia c6 bé.
Pauline héi: “Chuyén gi thé, con yéu?”. Nhung Lindy vin nhin c6
chim cham, d6i mit né den dén mic Pauline khéng doin dudc
nd dang nghi gi.

Piau diy dién thoai bén kia, Alex vin dang thao thao bat tuyét: “...
T6i thdy ngudng mo mau phu nii hiéu biét rong...” anh con mudn
néi tiép, nhuing Pauline ngat ngang, “Ai cha!” ¢6 vui vé ndi, “Con
gai toi dén roil”.

“0, vang”. Alex ndi. “Vay tam biét nhé”.

“Tam biét, Pauline!”.

C6 gac may.
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Lindy hdi: “Ai thé me?”. “Mdt ngudi ban”.
“Ban gi?”.

“Thi 1a ban, Lindy, cht 4y héi vé cdi t lanh...”. “Chuyén vé cai ti
lanh 1a sao?”.

“Chuyén niu nudng, hiéu chua?”.
Lindy van khong chiu théi, tiép tuc 1am phién me.

“Chung ta phai di rdi”. Pauline néi véi c6 bé, sau @6 budc nhiing
budc nhanh vé phia cau thang, vita xoa ch6é khuyu tay va vao
canh quay bar.

Mot ngay nao dé, cé 18 ho sé cé hai chiéc xe hoi, giong nhu cac gia
dinh khic, nhung gi¢ vin chua mua néi. Cit dit theo con la
Pauline phai di bd. Bing khéng thi phai 14i xe dua Michael vao
thanh pho, hét gid 1am lai phai dén dén anh vé. Du viy, Elmview
Acres van dang dé co tdi lui. Noi day cay xanh béng mat, an nhan
dé chiu, moi thit déu cd trat tu va tao cdm gidc binh yén!

Lic dau, Michael phan d6i don dén diy. Anh thay cin nha nay
qua dat, lai cadch nhiing ngudi quen biét qua xa. Nhung, ho phaii &
trong cin nha op ep d6 dén bao gid? Ba diia con chen nhau trong
mdt cin phong. Pauline va Michael tham chi khéng cé 1dy phong
riéng, chi cé thé nim ngh trén chiée s6-fa dai gip md dugce trong
phong khach. Hon nita, khach dén chdi déu phai vio nha tit bép.

Con mdt nguyén nhin nita 1a George va Lindy chi cé thé chai
ngoai dudng. PAy ciing 12 moét trong nhiing nhin t6 mang tinh
quyét dinh. M6i ngay ti bén ngoai vé, ca hai mit may déu lem
ludc, dau goi bam day bui ban. Trong khi d6, mdi cin nha &
Baltimore déu c6 mot bai ¢ trong. Khu nha mdi xay con cé bé boi
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riéng.

Bé boi & khu nha Elmview Acres tréng giong nhu cay dan ghi-ta
c6 tao hinh nho nhi. Bén canh bé nudc can danh cho phu nii va
tré nhé con cé hang ghé xép va ghé nim cho moi ngudi nghi ngai.
Nhung, hdm nay chi thay hai ngudi phu nit ngdi d6 - Mimi Drew
va Joan Derby - vi 13 sdng thit bay, rat nhiéu ba néi trg déu theo
chdng di ra ngoai. Pauline vay tay véi Mimi va Joan, roi diy xe em
bé vao phong thay quan 4o. C6 tranh luin véi George: “Khéng
dugc, George, con khéng dude vao phong thay quan 4o nit, con
16n i, con cé thé tu minh vao phong thay quan 4o nam”. Thé 1a
George danh kep mot chiéc khian 16ng cudn tron dudi nach roi 16
budc ning né vé phia phong thay quan 4o nam. Pauline dé xe diy
d clta phong thay do, 14y chiéc bald di bién tit cai gié phia sau ra,
rdi din Lindy va Karen vao cin phong 4m u lanh 180, day mui xi
mang Am udt. Mot bén tudng trong phong dit mot chiée ghé dai,
dau kia ting 13 gian phong nhé 1am bang gb thé. €6 cho Karen
thay bd d6 boi mau trang dé c6 nép gap & phan méng tua nhu vay
rumba gitip gidu chiéc td kénh cang clia c6 bé. Trong luc do,
Lindy lai ging stic mic chiéc quan boi va 4o khong tay - diy cling
14 bd @6 boi duy nhat ¢ bé chiu mic. Pauline di sém ti bd tranh
luan véi cd bé vé dé tai nay.

Cd bao hai dita bé ra khoi gian phong, nhung khéng dugc rai khéi
phong thay quan 4o. Hai dita ngbi trén ghé dai chd me. Sau d6 ¢
vao thay quan 4o. C6 mic mot bd d6 boi soc xanh, cé dai béo dé
chin tréng thon tha hon. Dao gan day, dudng nhu dui c¢d bdng
nhién to ra rat nhiéu.

Néu Alex Barrow thay Pauline thé nay sé phan ting thé nao nhi!?

C6 mét chuyén 1am c6 ludn cdm thay nudi tiéc: cb cling ting tré
dep, nhung khoang thdi gian dé thit ngan ngti! Du khi cb6 néi
thé, Michael van thit 1ong phan déi, “Em van con tré! Chua dén
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30 ma! Em van 1a ngudi phu nit dep nhat thanh phé!”, nhung c6
lai nghi ring, anh néi thé chi chiing minh dugc anh rat it chu y
dén vg. Cim clia c¢6 dudng nhu ngay cang ning né, hau nhu da
bién thanh hinh vuéng, chi cé mai téc day khé chai it nhiéu che
diy dugce nhitng sy that. Mit ¢d ngay cang... tuy chua dén muc t6i
sam, nhung ciing thiéu d6 sang béng, da ciing chay xé va cé vai
nép nhin.

C6 mang ba 10 1én vai, budc ra ngoai. Karen dang ngoan ngoan
ngdi mut ngdn tay cai trén chiéc ghé dai. Con Lindy dang du
ngudi trén thanh ngang & 16i vao phong thay quan 4o, mét nita
ngudi bén trong, mot nita ngudi bén ngoai, d6i vai gay nhé tam
dudi 4nh nang, hai chan nhu hai éng que dang treo ling ling
trong béng téi. “Lindy!” Pauline goi, “Me c6 bdo con ngdi trén ghé
dai chd me khong?”.

Khong trd 18i, Lindy chay ra bé bgdi. Pauline va Karen di phia sau.

Khi ngang qua phong thay quan 4o nam, George ciing theo ra.
Gidng nhu Karen, George ciing 1 dia tré biét nghe 18i, ngoan
ngoan ding chd nai Pauline din. N6 béo tron, da trang, dang mic
chiéc quan bai vai soc. Né dua khin cho Pauline, héi: “Me di, gid
con cé thé xudng bé boi chua?”. Ngudi ban thin nhit cfia né,
Buddy Derby dang md trin thity chién véi may diia tré nha Drew.

Pauline néi: “Pi di”. Thé 1a né vi1 chay mat. “Pling chay!”, Pauline
goi vdi theo, nhung di qua mudn. Lindy di & dudi bé bai, Itc ndy
vita dén bén thanh bé, c6 bé di 6m gbi nhay tim xuéng, 1am nudc
ban tung tde.

Pauline dat tay Karen - ban tay nhd mém min nhu kem - di vé
phia hai ngudi phu nit. “H6m nay khéng di cung 6ng nha sao?”,
6 vita hdi vita bd ba 16 xuéng. “Brad lai dau ntta dau”, Mimi thd
dai moét tiéng. Joan ndéi: “Phil phai di lam”.
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“0, Michael cling vay”. Pauline néi véi ho.

Mimi Drew dadng ngudi tron tria, mit trai 1€, 1a ngudi phu cé vé
ngoai binh thudng. Con Joan lai giong nhu moét ngudi miu, dang
cao rao, phia sau cip kinh rdm 1a khuén mit lanh nhu tién, mic
bd d6 boi mau den hai manh, phé bay nhiing dudng cong tuyét
m3y ctia c6. Khi & canh Joan, Pauline luén c6 cam giac tu ti. C6 ngdi
xudng chiéc ghé nim trén cling, bén trai 1a Mimi va Karen. “Anh
ay hita v4i t6i, sau nay sé & nha vio thit bay”, Pauline néi, “nhung
hau nhu ludn cé viéc can anh Ay gidi quyét”.

“Pung vy, dan 6ng 1a thé day”. Joan hudng tng. C6 ngiang nhin
mat trdi ndi: “T6i ndi vdi Phil can phai cat cd, nhung anh ay bao:
‘Anh xin 101, thu ky da sap xép mét cudc hop rat quan trong cho
anh’”.

“Con phai vé sinh rinh thoat nudc!”, Mimi chen vao, “Méi l1an t6i
nhic dén chuyén rinh thoat nudc, y nhu rang Brand dau dau”.

Michael ciing khéng biét vé sinh rianh thoat nudc. Lic ho méi
chuyén dén, ciing chinh 1a mtia thu nim ngoai, Bob Dean nha
bén canh di ndi véi ho cé6 mét cay to thudong rung 14, lam ranh
thoat nudc 3 day ldc nao ciing bi nghén, déng thoéi anh ta bao rat
san 1ong cho nha Anton mugn thang. V& sau Michael néi véi
Pauline, anh ctt tudng Baobo néi dén rinh thoat nudc bén dudng.
“Chung ta cit dé mic 14 trén d6 khong dudc sao?”, anh titng héi
Pauline nhu thé, “Rinh thoat nudc trén mai nha ching phai dé
hingla roi sao?”.

Pauline dang hai tay bat luc, di1 sao ¢6 ciing 16n 1én & thanh phé.

“Mbi tuan déu phai cit cd, chan qua!”, Michael tiing néi thé.
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Michael 13 mot trong sd it nhitng 6ng chong khéng biét boi, da
anh ciing trang hon nhitng ngudi dan 6ng khac.

Karen ra stic xoay minh ving khdi Pauline, chay ra bé bdi.
Pauline biét c6 bé rat nhat, thAm chi khéng ddm nhtng ca dau
ngén chian xudng nudc. Hon nita con cé mdt nhan vién ctu hod
ngdi trén ghé quan sat, nén cd ngdi trd lai ghé ndm, nhim mait
lai. Anh ning rat 4m ap, tiét trdi khong oi biic nhu ltc trua, ting
con gié nhe théi ludt qua lan da, khi Clo bdc hoi trong bé boi lam
6 thay ué 0ai, mét méi, gidng nhu dang tréi trén mit nudc.

Mimi dang néi vé chuyén blta téi nau gi, “... Tuan nay da lam mon
ca ngi mét 1an r6i”, ¢6 ndi, “cd hambuger va hot dog...”.

“Nau com ciing thudng thoi. Téi ghét nhat 1a vat 6c nghi xem
hom nay an gi. Joan néi, “d6i Iic té6i mong cé ngudi 1én thuc don
ca tuan cho t6i”.

“T6i nén 1dy miéng thit trong t lanh mang nuéng”, Mimi néi
tiép, “tham chi t6i khong xac dinh né con an dugc khong”.

“Giong nhu Alex viy”. Pauline ndi, r0i md mat ra. Mimi hdi:
“Alex?”.

Pauline cdm thay thay tim dip nhanh, ci nhu minh sip lam
chuyén gi nguy hiém viy. “Alex Barrow”, c0 néi, “anh chang dé
chang bao gid chiu vé sinh ti lanh sach sé”.

“Alex Barrow ting ban chuyén t lanh véi chi sao?”. “0, dung
vay”. Pauline d4p. Giong c6 hoi run ray, con mang chit boi roi va
rut ré. Thé 13 ¢6 quay nhin Karen, @& minh cé dudc mot khoang
thoi gian diu lai. “Chang 14 anh ay khong biét 1am gi véi chuyén
bép ntc. Pan 6ng déu thé ma. Karen, con yéu, diing dén gan bé
boiqual”.
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Karen dang ding & chd cach bé boi 1 yard, c6 bé quay dau nhin
Pauline, miéng van mut ngon tay.

“Sao anh 4y lai nhac dén chuyén nay?”, Joan hdi. “Mot 1an thoi,
trong dién thoai”.

“Chi va Alex Barrow lién lac dién thoai véi nhau sao?”. “U, ding
vay"”.

“Chi goi cho anh ay, hay anh 4y goi cho chi?”.

“Di nhién 1a anh 4y goi cho tbi”. Pauline tra 16i. Nhung ltc nay
Pauline bat dau héi hin vi nhic dén chuyén Alex. Thé r6i c6 ngdi
thang lung trén chiéc ghé ndm, sau dé goi: “Karen, cé muén in
banh khéng?”.

“Hai ngudi con néi nhiing gi?”. Joan héi tiép.

“0, chi nhitng chuyén vun vit, ching cé gi dic biét”. “Téi khéng
biét hai ngudi than vay do!”.

Pauline van nhin Karen chim chu.

“Anh 3y c6 ké cho chi nghe chuyén vg anh 4y bd di khong?”, Mimi
hoi.

“Trdi a, di nhién 13 khéng!”, Pauline tra 16i. C6 khom ngudi tim d6
trong bald. “Thim chi ching téi chua titng nhic dén chuyén dé.
That t6i nghiép, anh 4y khéng bao gid muén nhic dén chuyén
nay”.

Pauline ditng tim d6 trong bald, ngang dau 1én thi thay hai ngudi
phu nit kia déu dang quan sat c6. Miéng Mimi md ra hinh tron.
Joan bd kinh mat, cin nhe gong kinh nhu dang suy nghi gi d4, hai
mat nheo nheo, b6 dang suy tu.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



“Téi chi thay chuyén nay rat bi an”, cudi cing Mimi néi, “ho 1a
mot cip trdi sinh day! Alex da ngdm den, tudng mao dep trai, ndi
chuyén hai hudc; con Adelaide lai 1a c6 gai toc bach kim, théng
minh lanh 1di. Téi chua titng thay ho cii nhau, con chi?”.

“Nhung ho khong cé con cai”, Joan ndi, “co 1é day la ly do ho ly
hon”.

Pauline néi: “Cé 18 vay, nhung...” néi dén day, c6 diing lai. Néu c6
néi véi ho rang con cai khoéng phai 14 liéu thudc gitip ting cudng
tinh cAm vg chdng, chic chin sé 1am ho sling sot.

“R6i mbt dém”, Mimi tiép tuc k& cidu chuyén ctia cd, “anh 4y di
1am vé nh3, phat hién c6 ay da bd di. Oi! Chic anh 4y xdu hé 1dm!
Vitin nay do Laura Brown - mot ngudi xa la song gan d6 - néi anh
biét, cd bao vg anh quyét dinh rdi bd anh”.

“Tham chi ca Laura cling khéng biét nguyén nhan”, Joan xen vao,
“c6 ay bao Adelaide chi dén nha cd, dua chia khoda cho ¢d va bao
minh sé vé nha bé me & Ohio”.

“Bi an ghé!”, Mimi kinh ngac néi.

Ho nhin Pauline day hy vong, con Pauline chi goi to: “Pén day,
con yéu!”, sau dé gic cao mét hép banh quy hinh con tht.

Khi ho roi khéi bé boi, mit troi da chiéu ngay dinh dau. Anh ning
néng hitng huc roi vao mit ho. Mit bon tré {ing héng, moé hdi nhé
nhai. Karen ngoi trong xe ddy dudi thang hai chin ra ngoai, uén
ngudi ra trude va gidy niy lén; George khéng hiéu sao Buddy
Derby c6 thé &lai bé boi choi tiép, con minh lai phai vé nha. “Chic
vi ba Buddy Derby khéng & nhi chd né vé in trua!”. Pauline
khong hoi dau gidi thich nhiéu. Vai c¢6 chiy nang, con bi diy 4o
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nguc 1am rat da; chan ctia 6 thi bi quai gidy ca néi bong nudc. Ctt
nghi dén chuyén vé dén nha con phai chuin bi bita trua va trong
bép chat dong nhitng thi con thita clia bita sdng, dia ban, tap dé
dinh day dau md, truyén tranh vung vii khap noi, d6 choi vit
bita bdn. Tat cd déu lam cb tuyét vong vd cliing.

Bong choc, o ré trai sang dudng Beverly dén dudng Candlestick.
Lindy néi: “Pay khéng phai dudng vé nha”.

Pauline khong tra 16i. C6 ling ting trudc su théng minh va nhay
bén ctia Lindy. Hai dta kia chua titng khién c6 c6 cdm giac nay.

“Sao chung talai di duong nay vay me?”.
“Me nghi chic cidc con mudn héng gié mot chit”. Pauline tra 16i.
“Con khong thich! Con muén vé nha n trua”.

“Viy sao, nhung me muén. Me di chdn ngin nhiing th giong
nhau 13p lai méi ngay”. Pauline néi, sau dé cé con ngin nga mdt
bai hat, tdc do 14i xe cling chdm dan nhu dé cac con ngdm canh
hai bén dudng. Thuc té, phong canh & diy chang khéc gi dudng
Winding: cling 1a nhiing cin nha thap kiéu ndéng trai, tiing bii cé
ndi vao nhau gidéng nhu nhitng sin golf rong 16n. George & phia
trudc né trai né phai réi nhay qua nhiing ranh ntt trén dudng;
Lindy di chadm phia sau, Pauline cé thé nghe rd tiéng c6 bé 1é tiing
budc chan.

Khi gan dén cudi con dudng thu hai, ho tdi trudc nha Alex
Barrow. Pauline ditng lai. Mt ngudi phu nit dang nhé c¢é trong
vuon di yén thdo. C6 mim cudi véi ngudi phu nit d6, “Hoa dep
qua!”, c6 nai.
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“O, cAm on”.
“Tiét tr&i hom nay thich hop nhé ¢4 nhat!”. “Phai day!”.

Ngudi phu nit d6 lai nhd moét nhim cd, sau dé ding lai, dudng
nhu dang chd Pauline tro chuyén.

“Tiét troi mua heé ndm nay rat tuyét”. Pauline ndi. “Ptung vay!”.

Pauline tiép tuc tién bude ma chang mudn chit ndo. Luc di ngang
qua nha Alex, ¢d day chiéc xe nhé thit cham rii. Nha anh 13 kiéu
C, tic thiét ké sang trong, Xay bang gach va da phién. “Trén sin
thuong nha nay cé mét vi nudng gan vao tutdng cO ndi véi
Lindy, “trong btc tudng gach kién c6 nay cé vi nudng ddc bang
sat”.

Lindy ngdm nhin k§ cin nha nay. “Sao me biét?”, c6 bé hai.
“Me tiing dén day du tiéc cocktail”.

“C6 thé nudng keo déo trén vi nudng gan tudng khong?”. “A, dudc
ch”.

“Néu & day con sé 1am thé”.

“Cé mdt ngudi tén Alex Barrow song 8 d6”. Pauline néi. Cudi cing
cO nghe thay minh doc ro cdi tén nay, “Alex” nghe rat khi khai va
“Barrow” lam ta dé chiu.

Co lai diing mét lic. Nhung cta nha déng kin, bén ngoai vudn
cling im lim. Cudi cung, c6 budc di.

Me choéng ¢d dang nhin ra ngoai qua ctta sd phong khach. Khi ho
dén gan, Pauline thay chiéc rém cfia s6 dang ludi ca kéo manh
mot cdi. Nhung, khi ho di tir cta sau vao nha, ba Anton lai dang

http://tieulun.hopto.org



ngdi trong bép, hai tay ndm chit 1dy mép ban. “May me con di
dau vay?”, baldn tiéng héi, “Me lo lam day!”.

“Chiing con dén bé boi, me quén roéi sao?”.
“May me con khong di tit huéng bé boi vé, ma tit hudng khac”.

“Chung con vé biang dudng tit”. Pauline tra 15i. C6 dit baldé & mot
géc ban. Sau dd, dudi cai nhin nhu rada ctia ba Anton, 6 bat dau
thu don bat dia dung trong bita sing qua mot bén.

“Lic dau me nghi, 6, that ra, me doan chic chiing chdi vui qua,
quén ci gid dn trua. Sau d6 me lai nghi, 16 mét trong ba dia say
chan roi xudng nudc chét chim thi sao?”.

“Chiing con dén bé bai cling gia dinh Drew va Derby, rat vui me

3”, Pauline néi, “sau d6 ching con vé nha theo dudng
Candlestick, tip thé duc ddy ma”.

“Boi van chua df tip thé duc sao?”.

Pauline don chén bat ban dé vao bon rta chén, thaim udt mot
miéng bot bién, trd vé trude ban, c6 rao nhanh qua Karen, cd bé
dang hat ngan nga vdi con bup bé ngay gitta sin nha. “Me muén
diing canh gi?”, c6 hdi me chéng.

“Me chang in néi gi nifa, khi niy rat déi, gid khong chi nghe da
day trong rong, con thay buon nén”.

Pauline lau ban xong, r6i mé t bép 1dy mot hdp mi gi. Khi 6 dit
d6 khui 1én hop, ba Anton néi: “An thit bd ham tiéu xanh vay”.

Pauline chdp nhanh mat mot céi, sau dé dé hop thit ga qua mét
bén, roi dén trudce t bép.
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Karen dang hat bai “Khuc ru bé yéu”, George va Lindy dang cai
nhau vi tranh mét hdp chit cai 1am bang sit ti. “Lindy”, Pauline
néi, “con cé thé 1y hop mau ra khéi bép 16 khéng? Chung sip
chay thanh sap ro6i”.

“Me doan sau d6 con dén clta hiéu nha Joan Derby udng Coca”, ba
Anton ndi, “theo me thdy, c6 ta 1a ngudi phu nit ludi biéng nhat
trén doi. Sudt ngay an khong ngdi rdi, cd budi sang nhén nho 3 bé
bai, sau d6 vé nha lai néi chuyén phiém véi ban bé”.

“Con khéng dén ctta hiéu nha ho”, Pauline néi, “Iic ching con vé,
Joan van con &lai. Con va bon tré vé thang nha”.

“0, con khéng vé thing nha, nlta phut trudc con méi thita nhin
day théi”.

Thinh thodng, Pauline cdm thay mét khat vong gi dé rat manh
liét trong c6. N6 1am toan than c¢d run 1én. C6 c6 thé bi cam giac
nay cia minh lam sg mat hon bat ci liic nao.

“Em tliing cdm mén mdt chang trai di chung nha thd. Anh ay ¢
dudc nguoi me tuyét voi nhat trén doi”. Co ndi véi Michael.

Hom d6 Michael vé rat mudn, bd ca biia trua. Karen va ba Anton
dang ngl trua, hai dua kia chai xich du & sau vuon. Pauline chi
danh chuin bi phan com trua khac cho anh. C6 nhanh chéng
trén xong xa lach ca ngtt, lai bung 1én moén xa lach cai bap an
thita hém qua. Du1 ¢ d3 dung bita ciing ca nha, nhung khi ngoi
cling Michael, ¢ vin dn vai miéng c4 ngtl.

“Ba Ay tén Dimity”, c6 néi tiép, “modi 1an em di ngang qua nha, ba
déu ding cai ly sit dep nhat pha cho em mét tach tra. Sinh nhit
em, ba ting em lo nudc hoa Amour ma bé me khéng bao gid cho
em dung”.
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“Ngudi dé tén gi?”, Michael hdi. Anh dang dua tay l1ay xa lach cai
bap, nhung nlta chitng thi ditng lai, nhin ¢4 cham chu.

“Em néi roi ma, ba ay tén Dimity”.
“Y anh ba ay 1a me ai?”.

“Anh chang di chung nha thd véi em tén Rodney”. “Em chua ting
ké cho anh nghe vé ngudi con trai ndo di ciing nha thd”.

“Em chua titng ké sao? Me anh 4y sinh 7 da con trai, khéng cé
con gai, ba mudn em lam con gai ba”.

“Em chua hé ké cho anh nghe di1 chi nita 16i! Em bao di ké cho
anh nghe v& moi ngudi dan éng titng cé quan hé véi em, nhung
tl trudc tdi gid, anh chua tiing nghe ciu chuyén vé anh chang di
cung nha thg”.

“O, sao? Ngudi dan dng ting c6 quan hé u”, Pauline ndi, “ltc dé
chung em chi méi 13 tudi, 1am sao anh cé thé ndi chiing em cé
quan hé chu?”.

“Vay sao em lai nhac dén ngudi d6?”.

“Em khéng nhic dén Rodney, em chi nhic dén me anh 4y, phai
chi gid em con giii lién lac véi ba ta”.

Michael lai quan sat vé mit Pauline mot ldc, sau d6 1ac dau khong
néi gi, anh dua tay 1ay xa lach bip cai.

Rodney Dimity! Mt chang trai mit day tan nhang, miii dep tron,
trudc day mbi 1an Pauline bat chuyén, mit anh luén dé nhu con
gai. Co titng nghi cé 18 day chinh 14 diém tao nén stic hit ctia anh.
Anh 12 ngudi chan thanh, nhung lai hoi thiéu diing cAm. Ho chua
mdt 1an nam tay, cé ching chi 1a bi mit mim cudi véi nhau vai
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1an, va mbi 1an nhu thé mit Rodney dd nhu gac chin. Khéng 1au
sau dd, c6 quén bang anh, thin vdi ngudi con trai khac. Richard
Brand 14 chiang trai ma c6 trao nu hén dau; Darryl Mace ting co
mdt chiéc nhin quy to tudng, cd méc nd vao diy chia khoa, bd
trong tui, 1am nhu thé dé bé me khéng cht y. B me cb tiing cho
rang Darryl 16n tudi, khdng hop véi con gii ho. Ltic d6 anh 18
tudi, c6 mdi 15 tudi. Pauline lic dé khéng dudc phép di xem phim
cling vdi con trai. O! Tit14u ¢ dd quén Rodney Dimity!

Hoi hoc trung hoc, nhiing chang trai ¢6 mé man dudng nhu la
nhiing ngudi cé tinh thach thic va tu kiéu. Mbi lan quen, c6 luén
cho riang chang trai d6 ching mang dé y dén c¢6 nhung khong lau
sau d6 tinh thé lai thay d6i. Thé 1a ho bit dau hen ho, dan d3, c6
thay minh khoéng hai 16ng, roi lai tiép tuc cé mot ngudi khac lai
lot vio mat xanh ctia c6, mdt ngudi trédng cao xa voi voi, nhung
du viy... Gid day khi nhd lai chuyén xua, c6 nghi nhiing tinh
canh d6 tua nhu nhin xuéng moét bac thang dai: Rodney diu dang
ding & chan cau thang, Roy Cannon - 16p phé hoc tap, d6i trudng
d6i béng d4, cling 1a ddi tugng dude nhiéu cd gai trong trudng
theo dudi - diing & dau cau thang, d6i vai ran chic véi co bap
cudn cudn. Roy sau khi t6t nghiép di dén lam viéc & coéng ty
ngudi chu kinh doanh xe “second hand”, nhung Pauline liic d6 da
khong con thich anh. C6 bit dau chd y thay anh néi chuyén qua
16n, hon nita khi khéng mic 4o cau thii, c6 anh trong rat quai di.
Nhung sau khi ho chia tay, khéng hé xuat hién mét chang trai
mdi nao thay thé vi tri ctia anh trong long Pauline. Lic @6, c6 di
tot nghiép, dén 1am viéc & vin phong clia bd va noi dé co hdi gip
gd dan 6ng cang it hon. Khi chién tranh bit dau, c6 van chua cé
ban trai. Cé 18 ngudi ta sé bao day 1 diéu may min, nhung ban
than c6 lai khéng nghi vay. Sau su kién Tran Chiu cang, ca nudc
c6 trao luu nhip ngii. Pi dén dau déu thay nhiing cip tinh nhan
6m nhau: chang trai ding trudc cta vin phong dang ky nhip
ngt, c6 gai bén canh tu hao va diing cdm khoac tay anh, nhung
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Pauline lai khéng dudc nhu thé.
Va Michael 1a trudng hgp ngoai 1€.

Anh la mét chang trai rat tot bung Va dién trai, Pauline phat hién
rat nhiéu vu dlem & anh. O, anh 3 ay rat tot! Anh 13 ngudi dLIng
din, 1am viéc can trong va can ci. Néu ddi lai 1a minh, cé 18 biéu
hién cfia 6 té hon anh nhiéu. Pay ciing 14 mot diém c6 thudng
nhic nhdban than.

Nhung khi hen ho, ¢6 di chu v thay mot s0 khuyét diém &
Micheal, nhung lai khong ban tdm, hon nita chiang bao 1au sau c6
lai quén mat diéu dé. Khi anh khéng hiéu nhiing 16i dtia cgt clia
c6; khi anh hy sinh tinh cdm ctia ¢4 vi me minh; khi anh phé binh
mot ngudi ban cta cb, c¢d chi hai buc mébt chiit va van gilt viing
hinh tugng ctia anh trong 16ng minh: anh 1a tinh yéu lang man c6
chd dogi ca d6i nay! Chang phai moi ngudi déu nghi thé? Ho 1a mot
cip trdi sinh! Tré tudi thé, xinh dep thé, nhung lai bat hanh thé.
Lic d6, anh sap rdi khoi nha, di chién dau vi dat nude! Con cd &
nha chd ngay anh chién thang trd vé! Radio khong ngiing phat
bai hat “Téi khéng bao gidf cudi nita”. Chién tranh dang dién ra 4c
liét 3 chau Au, ca thé gidi déu muon chia cit ho, nhung cudi cling
ho lai gianh dudc thing 1oi!

Thé 14 c6 tiép tuc kién tri hudng di sai 1am. Chinh tu c6 1am ban
than minh ltn sau: ¢6 hita véi Michael viét thu cho anh méi ngay,
di1 ban than c6 lai ghét viét lach; trong khi thu ctia anh gdi vé chi
nhic nhiing chuyén dau dau: chi tiét dién tip quan su, ai d6 trén
sau gdc cay nao dé, ngudi nay & canh phai, ngudi kia & canh trai...
Nhung khi thé sé khong gip bat ci ngudi con trai nao khéc, co
thay rat c6 don. C6 18 loi mét minh nhung khip noi giita thanh
ph6 nay lai day nhiing anh linh dep trai. Du1 sao c6 van con rat
tré, khong thé cudng lai néi nhitng cdm dé bén minh. Véi ban
than c6, qua 13 phi tuéi xuan.
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Cudi cing c6 quyét dinh: minh phai két thuc tat ca! Minh phai
viét thu cho anh 3y, két thic moéi quan hé nay. Minh quan tam
lam gi cht? Ngudi khac néi gi c6 sao dau?

Nhung khi c¢6 dang cin nhac quyét dinh nay, thi Michael lai gip
tai nan. Di nhién ban khoéng thé tit bd mét ngudi dang nam trén
giudng bénh. C6 phai chd anh binh phuc rdi mdéi viét tiép buic thu
d6. Nhung vudt ngoai du doan, anh dén tau vé nudc. Khi budc
xudng ti tau hda, c6 thay noi khée méi anh xuat hién nhitng nép
nhin siu, lic dé anh chi mdéi 21 tudi. B6 quan phuc trén ngudi
anh rat ngay ngin chinh té, trong oai vé khac thudng; chan anh
lai bi thot, thit ddng thuong. Thé 1a Pauline mic bd viy mua hé
chay nhu bay vé phia anh linh. C4i nang trong tay anh bat chgt
ngi xudng dat. Anh dang réng hai tay 6m chit 1ay c6 va hdi cé
bang 1ong 1ay anh khéng, c6 tra 15i dong .

That ra, néu ldc d6 c6 mudn rat lui van con kip, moi chuyén sau
d6 sé khéng xay ra! Rat nhiéu lan, c6 gan nhu di 1am dudc, trong
d6 bao gom ca phut cudi ciing trudc 1é cudi. Nhung thoi gian qua
nhu thoi dua, chi vai nim sau, c¢6 trd thanh ngudi phu nit nhu thé
nay day.

Hau nhu ngay nao cb cling bit min vé nhitng khuyét diém ctia
anh: ¢0 chip, qua can thin, thiéu ling man, néi chuyén cing
nhic, tién bac blin xin, nghi ngd véi nhiing su vit khong rd rang,
1am viéc vé doan, khong hiéu con céi, té ra lanh ling v6 tinh véi
nhiing ngudi xung quanh, khéng thich giao tiép, cudc sdng vg
chéng nhat nhéo. Tat ci thudng 1am c6 buc bdi. Méi khi c6 khong
vui, anh van ludn néi nhiing cdu 1dm ngudi ta buc minh “Anh bao
nay, Pauline, em yéu...”. Mdi 1an cii nhau, su yéu chiéu cia anh
déu nhic nhd nhitng khuyét diém ton tai ndi ¢6 ma Idc vui cb
cling tiing mién cudng thita nhan ching. Nhung c6 biét rd rang:
day khong phai van @é cot 16i, sau lung né con mdt nguyén nhan
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co ban, @6 chinh 13 ho khéng xting d6i, su két hop ctia ho lic dau
12 mot sai lam!

Mbi 1an Michael nhic dén chuyén nay déu lam long c6 dau nhu
cit. Anh mudn tli bd ¢6? Anh mudn séng nhitng ngay khéng cé
c6? Mbi Itc nhu thé, cd déu nghi su khac biét gitta ho ¢ 18 khéng
phai vi anh qué diém tinh, ma vi c¢6 qua néng ndy, thiéu nhin
nai; cting khéng vi anh 1am viéc qua can thin, ma vi ¢ qua 16
mang, vin vin va van van... Méi 1an nghi dén day, c6 déu khong
nén dudc nudc mat, hy vong moi chuyén déu cé thé bat dau lai:
gip lai anh, rdi vao ludi tinh réi 1dy anh - di nhién 1an nay c6 sé
tran trong nhiing gi minh cé.

Phong ngt chinh 14 niém tu hao cia ¢, bdi chinh c6 di trang
hoang né. Con viée bo tri phong khach, c6 danh phai nhudng bd
ba Anton: trai nhitng miéng 16t ding- ten trudc diy ngudi viung
qué thudng dung, thdm dai théu tay trai dudi san, trén ctra treo
cay thanh gid. Nhung khi budc vao phong ngt, ban sé cdm nhén
rd hoi thd hién dai: thdm mau kem trai khap san; trén vat gia
dung bang gd mau nau nhat trang tri miéng nhua din Formica;
tay cam ngin kéo cling day nhitng dudng nét ma crém khong ddi
xtng; van dau giudng 1am bang nhua mau trang cé “vét ran bang
tuyét”; mau sac tAm trai giudng tudi dep, phia trén 13 hoa in tritu
tugng gobm ba mau dd, vang va xanh lam sim; phia trén giudng
treo khung anh Piasso, Michael ludn goi né 13 “Ba nha soan nhac
sau khi tau trat dudng ray”; tim guong 3 ban trang diém ciing rat
la, hinh phi tiéu.

Hai vg chong da thong nhat khong chat bat ctt thit @6 vun vit gi
trong phong, chi dit vai vat trang tri nho trang nha & cho nao dé.
Nhung néi dé 1am khd, nhat 13 khi ban cé con. Bay gid, trén ti
com mot chit day quan 4o da giit sach dang chd xép lai, con ca
mdt déng bup bé gidy clia Lindy va kinh bdi George ciing vit &
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d4. Hon niia, Pauline con cé mdt théi quen: lic thay quan 4o co
thich vit bua bai lung tung. GiG c6 dang chon trang phuc cho
budi choi bai canaxta (loai bai Nam Mg§) chiéu nay. Mic bd nay
khong thich hop, c6 lién chon bd khéc. Thé 14 trén giudng day
vay, 40 va quan dd mau du loai, gidy cling vit khip ndi. C6 vén
d3 chon mic 40 ¢ chii V mau héng, nhung lai khéng biét nén
phoi véi quan hay vay. Vao ltc ¢ vat va véi mot chiée vay bé sat
ngudi, chudng dién thoai reo. Do mic chan & gau vay, c6 gan nhu
loang choang v6 dén chiéc dién thoai dit trén dau giudng, “Al6?”,
cb tra loi.

“Pauline phai khong?”, 1a Alex goi.

“Um!”, c6 vita ndi vita ngé ra clia. Ctta khép hd, chua déng kin.
“Chuyén gi thé?”, c6 hoi.

C6 khéng mudn giong minh nghe cé vé hd hdi, bén dung ngén
tay nhan manh 1én miéng. Nhung doi phuong chang lay lam la.
Anh néi: “Téi mudn rad déng mot miéng bit tét, nhung vita niy toi
md ra mdi biét d6 1 thit bo xay”.

“Thit bo xay”, c6 1ap lai, sau dé bao dan hdi, “Adelaide khong dan
tem trén cac géi thic an trong td lanh sao?”. “Mdi géi nay la
khong”, anh tra 16i, “t6i chi cé thé doan theo hinh dang cta gbi
thic an, nhung rat hién nhién, t6i di that bai. Viy gid t6i phai
l1am thé nao? Gitp t6i véi! Téi ludn lang tung khi gip truc tric
trong bép!”.

Co6 cudi rd 1én. Béng nhién cd thay moi chuyén trén thé gidi nay
chang con quan trong niia. Thuc t€, néu nhin nhin su viéc nhu
vay, thit bo xay, Elmview Acres va cudc song gia dinh chang qua
chi 1a... mot trd hé. C6 néi: “Pudc r6i, thit ra anh cé thé diung néd
lam hamburger”.
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“Lan trudc khi téi lam hamburger, thit xay ct roi xuéng vi
nudéng”, anh néi, “Adelaide gian dién ngudi, lic d6 cé khach dén
choi, t6i mang mot it xac thit bo chay ra. T6i bat chap nguy hiém
khi 1ay chiing ra khéi 1{ta day”.

“Anh nén ndi 1a banh thit bo than”. Pauline dé nghi, vita cudi
khanh khach. C6 tiing hoc tiéng Phap so cap, nén lic phat Am “r”
rat ning. Alex cling cudi ram 1én, diéu nay 1am c6 thay hai long.
C6 ndi tiép: “Vay, banh nhan thit thi sao?”.

“U nhi, t6i cling nghi dén banh nhan thit...”.

“T6i biét y nay chang cé gl mdi la, nhung t6i biét cach ché bién
cho né ngon nhat! Mén nay goi 12 bAnh nhan thit Trung Hoa. Anh
6 thé tim thay cach 1am banh nhan thit binh thudng trong sach

day nau an ctia Adelaide. Anh trén mét hdp rau cat nhd va ntia
hop mi, mui vi tuyét voil”.

“Chd d4, t6i phai viét lai. Rau cat nha...”.

“Nhung phai nhé dé€ rdo nudc trudc”. C6 nhic. Puge xem la
chuyén gia nau an véi Pauline 1a rat thi vi.

“Mi...”.

“Cach ché bién ctia t6i 1a: khi thit bat dau vang, dit mot miéng
gidy bac dudi chao. T6i khong thich thit qua chay, ciing khéng
thich 16p ngoai né qua cing”.

“M6t miéng gidy bac...” Alex nhic lai, “Cha, cdm on c6 nhiéu,
Pauline. TGi biét c06 c6 thé cltu toi ma”.

“Téi san long gidp anh bat ci lic nao”, Pauline néi véi anh,
“mong rang sé c6 hiéu qua”.
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Sau khi ho tam biét nhau, c6 gac may.

ROi 6 chon dude bd trang phuc ung y ma chang mat qua nhiéu
thdi gian. C6 mic mdt chiéc 4o tring, x4 chan vao d6i gidy got
vita, r6i véi tay 1ay chiéc vi trén ghé nhua. Khi di ngang qua bép,
cd ndi véi Michael. “Em di day”. Anh dang chdi tro “cau ca” véi
George va Lindy trén ban in trong bép. Karen vita thiic diy, dang
ngdi trén chan anh, vita mut ngdn cai vita quan téc trén ngoén trd
mup mip. Pauline néi: “Néu chiing doi in, trong hop c¢é banh quy,
trong td lanh con sita s6céla”.

“Lic ndy ai goi dién thoai dén thé?”, Michael héi. “Pién thoai?”.
“U, dién thoai”.

“0, phairdi, Wanda day”.

“Wanda! Chang phai em sap gip cd dy rdi sao?”. “Dung thé”.
“Hai ngudi néi chuyén rat 1au”.

“Anh biét phu nit déu thé ma”. Pauline ndi, sau d6 vay tay véi anh
rat tu nhién, roi ra ngoai.

Pauline 14i chiéc xe Dodge mau den md dudc bd dé lai khi 6ng doi
chiéc Deluxe mau héng nhat sau chién tranh. Luc dau Michael
khong biét 14i xe, danh dé Pauline day nhung anh hoc kha nhanh.
Gid ddy méi 1an ¢b 14i xe dua anh di 1am, anh déu chi ra tit xau
clla c6: mac 16i khi vao sd hoic 16n tiéng bao ¢ chay qua nhanh.
C6 phéng xe nhanh ra dudng, khéng chii v cé chiéc xe du lich
dang chay vao hudng nay, khi nghe tiéng coi xe ctia d6i phuong,
cd6 mdi voi dap thang. C6 tin chic Michael khéng nghe thay tiéng
dong, vi chang thiy béng dang anh diu ca.
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C6 cho xe chay thang doc theo con dudng uén khic & Elmview
Acres ra khéi cong 16n mdi phat hién minh ré nham hudng, c6 lai
quay trd vé. Cudi ciing cd chay bon bon sau moét chiéc xe buyt, va
khéng ngling md mdng. Trong dau cd hién 1én khuén mit to
rong valan da tho rap ciia Alex Barrow - mdt ngudi tung trai séng
gié; cd thé anh ran chic khée manh, gidng mdt van déng vién
dau vat. Anh khong dién trai, cé thé néi 1a rat xau, nhung lai xau
dén muc 1am ngudi ta rung déng. Nghi dén diy, c6 bat giic clt
dong ngudi trén ghé ngdi.

Giang sinh nim ngoai, c6 va Michael cling tham gia mot budi da
tiéc c6 quy md rat 16n. Vg chong déu bi tach ra. Vo ngdi mot ban,
chéng ngdi mét ban. Lic dé tinh ¢S Alex ngdi canh Pauline. Pén
gitia budi tiéc, anh chom ngudi qua hdi ¢d cé chd ¥ nhitng ngudi
ngdi & ban nay déu hoi khiém nhi khéng. “Khiém nha?” ¢6 1ap lai.
Tiép d6, anh giai thich: “Phai, moi ngudi & ban ching ta toan néi
dtuia, nhung ngudi & ban bén kia lai ban chuyén chinh tri.

Ho la ntta nghiém tdc trong hoén nhéan, con ching ta 1a nta vui

K§))

ve .

C6 phat hién anh néi ding. Jack Casper ngbi canh c6 dang ké vé
mau chuyén thu vi khi di Santa vao nim 3 tudi. Con vd Jack ngbi
& ban bén kia lai cong kich dé 4n ddi héi nghi Israel dén
Jerusalem. Khi ban ho cudi ram 1én sau diém ntt mau chuyén
clia Jack, Alex néi véi Pauline: “Thay chua?”.

Anh néi: “Chtng ta 13 ngudi thich tim niém vui, con ho lai 1a
ngudi cé tinh than trach nhiém, tinh toan ki cang chi tiéu trong
gia dinh, ho bao vdi chting ta 1a khéng chiu néi phi du lich nao
do”.

Mot ltic sau, ngudi & ban bén kia nghe lodng thoang 16i ho néi lién
tham gia vao cudc thao luin - vg Jack phan bac, ¢6 cho rang moi
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ngudi G ban c6 cling 12 ngudi thich vui chai, chi néi chuyén
nghiém tic khong c6 nghia ho khong cé 6c hai hude. “Nhung, du
viy”, dong thdi ¢6 néi, “anh phai thita nhan mét diéu, cé nhiing
chuyén con quan trong hon vui chai”.

Alex héi: “Chuyén gi thé?”.
“Y t6i13, anh phai chap nhin hién thuc”.

“Hién thuc!”, Alex lip lai 18i ¢6 vdi giong diéu hét stic kinh hii,
Jack Casper nhdy c&n 1én, virta gao 16n “Khéng! Khéng bao gig!”
vita vung nim dam trén dinh dau. Nhiing ngudi ngdi cling ban
v6i anh vita reo ho vita vo tay, con nhiing ngudi ngdi ban bén kia
nhin sy viéc trudc mat véi vé thd o.

L& nao ti lic d6 Alex Barrow di giy an tugng trong tAm tri
Pauline r6i sao?

Ai cha! Méi @6 ma c6 di vao dén thanh pho rdi. C6 ré trai & phia
trudc roi ré trai 1an nita. Khi 14i dén ngi tu ké tiép, c6 thay phia
trudc cé bang hiéu “cAm ré trai”, nén co ré sang phai, sau dé lai ré
trai. Nhung gid ¢d dang & ddu? Hinh nhu c6 lac dudng r6i.

Nhung sau mdt 1an ré trai nita, canh sic trudc mit cb trd nén
ngay cang quen thudc. C6 dén mdt con dudng hai bén day cac clta
hiéu va nha cla, bang hiéu clia cic cita hang thudng viét bang
chit Hy Lap, Ba Lan hoic Tiép Khic; vom cla cic ngdi nha déu lau
sach bong khéng moét vét bui; trong t kinh bay day nhiing con
bup bé cai hoa nhua va mac trang phuc dan tdc; tugng thach cao
Ptic me Maria dang hai tay cau nguyén; nhiing ngudi phu nit cé
tudi mic trang phuc den, dau d6i khin, 18 nhitng budc ning né
trén via hé véi tti hang héa cing day trén tay; mot sd bé gai dang
choi tro nhay 10 co hodc thay d4, nhiing c6 bé 16n hon thi mac vay
diay mua he, budc nghénh ngang qua dam con trai, vé nhu khong

http://tieulun.hopto.org



nghe thay tiéng huyt sdo cia ching.

Lic dau Pauline déng vién Michael don khdi ndi nay 13 dung.
Cudc song & day roi loan, phtic tap, lai khéng cé trat tu.

Noi choi bai canaxta 1a nha Katie Vilna. Vi Katie di ly di, nén nha
cd ciing 13 noi duy nhat ma ban bé c6 thé dén bat ctt Itc ndo. Nha
c6 & tang trén hiéu cat téc Golka, cling 1 ndi c6 16n 1én tit nhd, gid
c6 sdng vdi con trai & dé. Khi Pauline nghi d@t moi cach dé lach
vao choé dau xe trude clta nha, béng thay Wanda va Marilyn di vé
hudng cb. C6 bam coi xe, thé 12 ho ding lai chd - méng Wanda
trong to va chic, trang phuc hoi 16i thdi, ¢ mic moét chiée vay
lién 40 in hoa tay rat ngin; con Marilyn, mdt cb gai dén tit New
Jersey lai mét hon nhiéu, mic chiéc vay lién 4o kiéu 4o blouse
rdng 16n. “Ban cé thé cho xe vao r6i d6”, Wanda néi 16n, “bé banh
14i sang trai moét chut nita... i xudéng, 1i xudng... ditng!”.

Pauline tit may xudng xe, vi trdi néng nén cd md hét clia so.
“Chao, minh dén day!” c6 néi 1én, “Kiéu téc clia em dep that day,
Marilyn!”. C6 néi thé chi c6t y 1am Marilyn vui, vi kiéu téc clia ¢
ta - cudn lon sat da dau, trong gidng nhu ché 16ng xi1 - 1am mat cd
trong to tudng. Hai ngudi phu nit 6m nhe Pauline mét cai, sau do
cd ba cing budc vao clta bén phai hiéu cat téc.

Cau thang bén trong hep va déc. Nic thang trai 16p cao su cé van
gon séng. Tudng da tit 1du khong son lai, mau trang von cé gid da
bién thanh mau vang giéng sot sita tring. Nhung, khi Katie mé&
tung canh clia chinh, bén trong nghiém nhién 13 mét thé gidi
khac. C6 d6i hét ndi that mau toi Am u clia bd me thanh kiéu mdi
nhat. M6i mép déu kham kim loai trang crém, moi tam dém déu
boc bang 16p nhua mau dd cam, géc hinh tron, 1am tat ca néi that
déu cé tao hinh dep dé. “Mdi vao! Mdi vao!” c6 néi, “May ban dén
tré day nhé! Minh con tudng may ban quén ca roi!”.
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Trong mat Pauline, Katie 16n tudi nhat. Du ¢6 gilt dang rat dep,
nhung moi gian khd ma c6 tiing trai - hon nhan ngin ngi, sinh
non va tranh chap trong qua trinh ly hén - 1am mat ¢6 luén mang
nét khd s& khién ngudi ta nhin ma chanh 1dong. Trong bén ngudi
phu nii, chi ¢6 mic chiéc quan thudng mau xanh tdo cé in hoa
van nhiét ddi, so ra, trang phuc ctia nhitng ngudi khac dudng nhu
qua loe loet.

“Donald & nha di minh”, ¢ ndi, “t6i nay di sé tréng con gitim vi
minh c6 hen. Minh dua né sang dé s6m vi con phai chuan bi”.

Tiéc tung! Thit nghi xem! PAm phu nit c6 tudi xung quanh day sé
khéng nging lic dau trudc hanh déng nay cia Katie. Nhung
Pauline lai cho rang cudc séng ctia Katie rat thii vi. Chong cii clia
Katie 12 ngudi ké thita sy nghiép nau rugu & Milwaukee, anh tra
cho c6 mén tién cap dudng kéch xu1, thé nén Katie mdi cé tién
mua ndi that v quan 4o mdi. Néu bang long, thim chi c6 con
mua dude mét cin nha tot hon. Pauline khéong hiéu sao Katie
khoéng 1am thé, c6 ludén ddng vién cb 4y don dén Elmview Acres.

That ra, chdi bai canaxta chi 1a mot cai c8. Ho ngdi ngay vao mot
chiéc ban xép. Marilyn x30 bai, Wanda kinh bai... Cling liic d6, ho
luén miéng budn dua 1é - Katie vita lam quen v8i mot ngudi,
nhung thanh céng hay khong van 1a mot 4n sd, chang cé thong
tin nao 1a chinh x4c; Janet Witt 1dy mot nha thiét ké 16n hon ¢6 20
tudi, gid song tai Hollywood & California; sau d6, Wanda lai bao
nhin dugc thu clia Anna Graint, c6 1a ban hoc ctia Pauline, ngoai
viéc gdi thiép chic Gidng sinh cho nhau, hau nhu giita hai ngudi
di dut lién lac. “Cac ban cé biét Anna mang thai r6i khong?”
Wanda héi, “Cudi ciing c6 iy ciing cé em bé! C6 ay bao dinh lay
bang Am nhac trudc, nhung dau thiang 9 sinh rdi, chic phai tam
gac chuyén hoc lai”. Léi Wanda 1am moi ngudi nhé dén chi clia
Pauline. “Ngay sinh theo du tinh ctia chi 4y di vuot qua 3 tuan,
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sap mot thang r6i”, Pauline ndéi, “bung chi 4y ngay mdt to ra, chi
ay sap dién 1én vinéd”.

“Pta thtt may roi?”, Katie hoi.

“Thit tu. Minh chang hiéu néi chi 4y dang nghi gi”. “Em tlng néi
v6i Lukas”, Marilyn thém vao, “em bao véi anh ay: ‘Thugng dé
ban cho em hai ban tay, chi c6 hai théi, Itic qua dudng méi tay dit
mdt dita, day cling 14 18i day ctia 6ng trdi danh cho chiing ta”.

“Phai diy, chang sai chiit ndo, néu em cé thé 1am theo 15i day”,
Wanda néi, du c6 da sinh 5 dta con gai.

“Chang phai thé sao!” Pauline néi. Luc trd chuyén, moi ngudi déu
mim cudi nhin c6, vi khi mang thai Karen, moi ngudi déu dén an
i 6. Khi van con 13 con géi, ¢6 tiing mong mudn cé that nhiéu
con. Nhung sau hai 1an sinh, c6 di thay ddi y dinh, bdi vi nhiing
niam thing nudi con qua 1a rat vat va.

“Cé chét minh ciing khéng quén dudc”, Wanda ndi tiép, “miia hé
nim d6, minh dang mang thai Claire, ltic @6 vin chua ai biét tin
nay. Me chdng luén mang @0 cac loai rau dén cho minh déng lo,
minh lién néi: ‘Than 6i, con rat xin 16i, trong khoang thdi gian
nay con khdéng lam dudgc viéc d6, vi con chan ghét, chan ghét,
chan ghét déng lo rau cd, vi me phai biét rang phu nit khong nén
du trit thic 4n vao nhiing ngay dic biét d6’. Nghe xong, ba noi:

‘Vin chua xong sao? Sau d6 chép miéng bd di. Mot 1an, ba con héi
minh can dén kham bac si khéng. Cudi cung ba phat hién minh
mang thai...”.

Moi ngudi cudi rd 1én, dit day khéng phai 1an dau ho nghe ciu
chuyén nay. Dudng nhu véi ho, 6n lai ky niém xua 1a mot dé tai

vui vé va thoai mai nhat.
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Marilyn dang chia bai. “1, 1, 1, 1”, ¢6 dém, “2, 2, 2, 2”, dong thdi
nghiém tdc chia ting 14 bai, thinh thodng ding lai hit mét hoi
thudc, sau d6 lai @it diéu thudc trd vé gat tan nim gilta c¢d va
Katie. Pauline cAm bai 1én xem qua, con nhiing ngudi khac c @é
mic bai trén ban, van luyén thuyén khéng ngling.

Vita @€ 14 3 bich vao canh 14 4 bich, Pauline vita nghi: c6 mét
chuyén ho khéng biét, su chao ddi clia Karen khéng phai 1a mét
sailam, ma1a két qua clia viéc hoa gidi sau mot 1an cai v, Pauline
va Michael d3 déc hét stic lao vao nhau, cadnh tugng gan nhu dién
cudng, 1am chuyén khéng nén xay ra rdi cling xay ra, chi it 1A nhu
thé vao thoi khic dé. Phai ching day 13 nguyén nhin 1am Karen
ngoan nhat trong ba da? Pauline luén ngim goi c6 bé 13 con
riéng, tuy cd biét rd con riéng mang y nghia khac hoan toan.

“11”. Cudi cting Marilyn tuyén b6, nhiing ngudi khic cam bai 1én.

Tl dau dén cubi, Pauline khéng hé nhic dén Alex Barrow. Trudc
tién, ho khong can phai biét anh 13 ai, hon niia, ¢6 di titng héi
han vé chuyén nhic dén tén anh & bé boi. Vi thé, 6 ludn gitt im
ling, chi nghe nhiéu ma ndi it. Wanda danh gia chéng c6 1a ngudi
thiéu 6c thdm my, Marilyn thi phan nan viéc chdng ¢ mudn
kinh doanh bat ddng san, 16i néi cfia hai ngudi rd rang thiéu tén
trong, hoan toan khéng mang dén quan hé thin thudc chong
Marilyn 13 anh ctia Wanda. Thé nén nhitng ngudi cé mit déu cudi
v6i thai d6 phan cadm. L& nao moi ngudi vo déu nghi rang ldc dau
minh chon nham d6i tugng két hon sao?

Sau khi két thiic van bai, ho udng ca phé, in vai miéng banh ngot
ao duéfng cudi cfmg ctia hiéu banh nha Kastka, lau sach tung
ngén tay bang ch1ec khin dn in hoa ctia nha Katie, Pauline ding
diy dau tién. “O, khoan hiy vé"”, nhiing ngudi khac no1 Nhung
Pauline nai ni: “May ban biét khéng, minh phai vé trudc, me
Michael chic dang nhin d4o dic ra ngoai ctta s6 day!”. Thé 13, sau
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nhiing cai 6m tham thiét, ho dé c6 vé trudc.

Khi di xudng cau thang gd, trong long Pauline chgt c6 cam giac
buodn. Moi 1an chia tay véi ddm ban, cdm gidc nay ludn triu ning
trong long co.

Ciing nhu moi khi, dudng vé nha hau nhu gin hon ldc di nhiéu.
Trudc khi Pauline y thic dugc diéu ndy, c¢6 di chay dén dudng
Loch Raven. C6 vita tiép tuc cho xe chay vé phia Bic, vita déng hét
kinh cta sd, tranh gié théi réi téc. Trong dau cd, ludn ngan nga
moét ban nhac, d6 1a bai hat cic con cb yéu thich: “Cac ban oi,
minh xin 16i, minh khong thé né diia véi cac ban...”.

C6 14i xe vao canh cdng ludn rong md clia Elmview Acres. P6 1a
hai cdnh ctta duc bang sat, cé hinh dudng cong, hai bén c6 hai tru
gach hinh vudng. Tru bén phai viét “Elmview Acres phia Pong,
1947”.

“Bup bé clia minh bi cam, suyt... suyt... suyt...”, Pauline hat tiép.

Co ré phai & Santa Rosa, di ngang bé bdi, gid noi d6 chang con ai,
chi c6 mét nhan vién cttu hd trén chiée ghé trang cao c6 4nh mit
trdi phan chiéu dudi dat. Mot Idc sau, ¢b lai di ngang qua héi cau
lac b, bang théng bio dan trén ti kinh rat bat mit (18p chai bai
poker, 16p khiéu vii danh cho tré em, 16p héi thdo nghé thuit lam
vuon). C6 ré phai trén dudng Beverly, sau d6, 1an thit hai trong
ngay, c6 chang hé suy nghi d4 ré trai vao dudng Candlestick.

Néu tinh cd anh ay & ngoai vudn, b sé diing xe, md clia s6, than
thién hdi anh vé mén banh nhan thit; néu anh khéng & ngoai

vuon, co sé 1ai xe thang vé nha.

Anh khéng 3 ngoai vudn. Nhung c6 khong 14i xe chay thang.
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Co gidm tdc do, tit ti ding lai rdi bat dau quan sit ngdi nha cla
anh. Pay 1a m6t cian nha rat vitng chai, ctta chinh rat chic chin,
ngay ca mot 6 cta kinh nhé ciing khong cé; clta s6 ngam canh to
16n bi che kin bdi tAm rém clta khdng trong suét, tréong nhu vai
16t may quan 4o hoic rém chong thim nudc duing trong nha tam.

Co tat may xe, budc xudng, di thang dén trudc cta nha anh, kep
xach tay dudi nach, gidng hét mét nit nhan vién van phong.

Tuy nhién, khéng chd c6 bam chudéng, anh tinh ¢ ma clta bude
ra. “Pauline?” anh goi. Trudc day, c6 khong hé dé y téc anh lai day
va udn cong thé, hai hang chan may thi den sim rat bit mit. Anh
mic chiéc 40 so mi tring, tay 4o xin cao dé 16 ra nhiing cd bap
cudn cudn.

“T6i mdi tit thanh pho vé”, ¢d ndi, “thanh phd” nghe oidch hon 1a
“tit nha c6 ban”. “T6i thay nén ghé qua héi tham anh vé mén
banh nhan thit”.

“A, 6 chu dao that! Mdi vao”. Anh vita néi vita lui lai mét budc dé
cd vao nha. Anh ching cao hon cd bao nhiéu, diéu nay lam
Pauline hdi ngac nhién. Nhung cc bap anh rat ran chic, thé nén
khi Pauline budc ngang qua anh, vin thay dang ngudi c6 nhd bé.

“Banh nhin thit chuidn bi sip xong r6i”, anh néi, “nhung van
chua cho vao 10 nudng. C6 xem thtt ¢6 dugc khong”.

Anh dua c6 vao bép theo 16i hanh lang tdi thit dang sd. N6 rat
gidng nha c6, nhung thoang réng hon. Bép nha Alex rat sach sé
gon gang, khac han vdi nhiéu ngudi dan 6ng khac. Anh khéng
bay dung cu lam bép lung tung, vi thé moi thit tréng rat sach sé.
Néu bén canh mit bép khong dit mot chio thit chién, thi khong
ai nhin ra anh titng niu in & day.
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Banh thit khéng c6 mau dé tuci dep mat, ma 13 mau nau chan
ngan. Pauline khom ngudi, dua mili ngtti. “Um, dudc 1am!”, c6 ndi
vdi anh, “Tréng rat ngon!” vita néi c¢d vita ding thang ngudi 1én,
quan sat moi thi xung quanh. Nén rém cfia s6 mau trang soc xéo,
trén in hinh cac loai trai ciy. Pay 1a phong ciach me anh thich,
ban thin Pauline khéng bao gid chon thit rém 16i théi nay.

“T6i khong doi hdi sy hoan m3”, Alex néi, “chi can dn dudc thoéi.
Co6 dang thuong hai mot ngudi dan 6ng trong canh khon khé u?
T6i qua, téilam moén ddu mudi, dé qua 1a mot tai hoa!”.

“Pau mudi?”.

“0...khong phai, 1a ddu bo”.

Pauline cau may, “La dau van!” néi xong c6 lién cudi ha ha.
“Phai, chinh 1a né, dau van!”.

“Nhung, mén dé khé nau, phai ham rat ldu mdi dudc, sao anh lai
ctt chon né thé nhi?”.

“Téi tudng nau dau van rat dé”, anh ndéi, “T6i thay me tbi ctt cho
mdt hop ca chua vao trong diu rdi nau. Lic d6 t6i nghi, con mén
nao dé hon thé nita cht? Nhung mii dén 10 gid tdi qua, ching
van con cting nhu hon séi, t6i danh mang d6 bd”.

Pauline nhin anh do xét mot hoi, sau dé néi: “Mén d6 khoé nau
lam, nhat 1a d6i v8i ngudi dan 6ng 8 mét minh”.

Mot 1an nita, ¢6 bat ngd trude su 16 mang cia minh, nhung dudng
nhu Alex khong quan tdm. “Ptung thé”, anh néi, “vé mit nao dé
qua 1a nhu vaiy. Nhin ti khia canh cudc séng thuc té, né giong
nhu viéc nghién cttu cach dung may giat vay. Trdi a, sao phtc tap
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thé nay! Nhung tit mét khia canh khac, diy ciing 13 mét diéu tot”.

Pauline nghiéng dau sang mot bén, chd anh ndi tiép, trudc day c6
chua tiing thay anh nghiém tic thé. Ngudi anh dua nghiéng vao
ban, khoanh chit hai tay trudc nguc, hai khéi cd bap cudn cudén
rd nét.

“T6i 1am viée gi dén phiit cudi ciling sai c3”, anh néi, “di1 téi 1am
gi, c6 Ay déu khong hai 1ong. C6 4y bong nhién tram ling, sau dé
mat nhin chd khéc, r6i nhiu may. Cho t6i cAm gidc nhu cé ngudi
ding trude mit minh tuyén bo t6i d3 hét thudc cttu chita réi”.

“O, t6i c6 thé hiéu dugc”. Pauline néi ma khéng hiéu tai sao.

Anh dang dinh ndi tiép, bdng nhién ding lai, nhin c6. “T6i rat
hiéu cAm giic ctia anh”. C6 ndi vdi giong tram hon.

“C6 hiéu?”.
“Loindi ra tit miéng ho 1am ta bi 4p luc, dudng nhu ho van con rat
nhiéu diéu muodn ndi. Nhung ho kip thoi kiém soat dugc nén

khong néi toac ra hét”,

“Pung 1a nhu thé”, Alex dap, “nhung t6i khong nghi ra dugc cé ai
lai néi thé véi co”.

“P4 1a chdng t6i”. C6 noédi.

“T6i luén nghi chéng chi 1a ngudi rat tot”.

“Pung vay!” c6 ndi, “Nhung, 6i, tdi khong biét khi cé mot ngudi
luén lam anh that vong, khéng ngung pht dinh, phé binh, bdi
méc khuyét diém ctia anh thi sé nhu thé nao?”.

“Sé chau may chan nan nhu thé nay diy”, Alex néi. “Tham chi ca
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am nhac anh ay ciing ching thich”, Pauline thém, “anh 4y chi
thich yén tinh tuyét d6i. Néu dang md nhac ngay ltic Michael vé -
nhiing ban nhac rat dé thuong, anh biét ddy, cé thé gitp bau
khong khi s6i ddng hon - anh 4y sé tit ngay. Cé nhiing lic,
Michael di ving ma cam giac cfia téi 12 nhu cé anh 4y & nh3, vi
bdng nhién khéng khi yén tinh han!”.

“Vay, 4am nhac do c¢0 tao ra thi sao?” Alex héi, “Nhu t6i day, toi
dang choi ken trompet”.

“Ken trompet?”.
“H61i trung hoc, t6i 1a thanh vién cia d6i nhac quan hanh”.
“O! Téi thich kén trompet! Am thanh manh mé dap dén”.

“Sau khi két hon, t6i lai mudn choi kén trompet, nhung Adelaide
sd 1am phién hang xém, bao t6i diing thiét bi gidm thanh. Néu
diing thiét bi nay, hiéu qua sé khic nhiéu so v4i &m thanh von

Q)]

Cco".

“Phai day, di nhién sé& khac rdi”. Pauline phu hoa.

M

“Trong cudc séng ctia ho cé qua nhiéu ‘cai nén’”. Alex noéi.

“Ho von khong biét hudng lac 13 gi”. Pauline lai ké 1&. Rdi c3 hai
im l3ing. Trong mdt khodnh khic, ho im ling. Béng nhién Pauline
cam thay cé mot su bat an, c6 lién cdi dau, nam chit 14y xach tay
ctla minh. Sau d6, Alex nhe nhang cam 14y xach tay cfia cd. Co
ngang dau 1én, phat hién anh dang nhin chim cht vao mat minh.
Anh dit xich tay clia ¢ 1én ban & bén canh, mit van dan vao
ngudi Pauline. Sau d6, anh nghiéng ngudi vé trudc ap sit vao
Pauline va bat dau hén 1én moéi ¢6. Lan méi ctia anh am ap, ngli
nhu mui ¢d xa huong hoic ciy kinh gidi 6 - ¢é vi chat dang.
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Khi ho budng nhau ra, cd thiy xau hé vd cling, dé che gidu su
then thiing cia minh, ¢é tranh 4nh mit nghiém ttic ctia anh, roi
tién vé phia trudc, 4p mit vao va tiép tuc hén anh. Tay anh lan
xudng 4o b, vudt ve 1an da qua 18p vay 16t. Oi, trdi a, hém nay cd
maic a0 nguc gi? C6 khuy an toan khong? Bay gio, tay anh dang
1an qua nguc cd, cd 1y tay anh ra, vudt thang 4o, réi nd nu cudi
run ray vdi anh.

“Trdial”, co kéu lén.

C6 phat hién hoi thé ctia anh hoi gap, mit ciing khéng con nu
CUJi.

“0, t6i nén... Al miy gid rdil”.
Thuc té, c6 ching nhin thiy ddng hd, vi rd rang, trong bép da tdi.
“Pauline”. Anh goi.

C6 1ay xach tay trén ban, nhin anh, mit 16 vé vui tuoi va hing
khdi, it ra véi co 1a the.

“Xin 16i”, anh néi, “t6i khong nén 1am thé véi c¢6”. “O, khéng sao!”,
co dap.

C6 mong anh khéng hdi hin vi chuyén ltic niy.

Anh néi: “Lé nao ching ta khong thé?... C6 phai vé ngay thit sao?
T6i mudn c6 & lai thém chut nita”.

“Mudn 13m r6i”, cd giai thich, “tdi con phai chuin bi bita téi cho
gia dinh”.

“T6i cé thé gip cb 1an nita khéng? Tdi nay thé ndo? Y t6i 13, chi di
dao, tdi nay chung ta tdn bl G gan nha cd nhé? C6 cd thé ra tro
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chuyén vdi t6i khéng? Chi tro chuyén théi?”.
“T6i khong biét”. C6 dap.

“C6 cb thé ndi véi Michael 12 mudn ra ngoai hit théd khong khi
trong lanh, muon di dao”.

TU trudce téi nay, c6 chua tiing néi nhiing 16i dai loai nhu thé! C6
va Michael déu khéng phai tuyp ngudi thich ra ngoai khéng muc
dich. C6 nghi moét ltc rdi ndi: “Michael thudng ngt sém hon téi,
khoang 9 gid anh 4y d3 ngti r6i”.

“Viy 9 gid nhé”. Alex néi. “Nhung, chi trd chuyén théi day”.

“Vang, di nhién”, Alex dap, “that ma, t6i xin thé”. P& thé hién su
thanh thait ctia minh, anh nim chit 13y c6 tay Pauline. C6 phai
dung hét sitc mdi vung ra dudgc, sau dé lién di vé nha.

C6 thay minh & nha anh chi hai phtt, nhung ngoai troi da chép
choang tdi. C6 cho xe nd mAdy, 14 nhanh nhu bay, ti dudng
Candlestick dén Pasadena, sau d6 ré phai dén dudng Winding.
Viéc quan trong nhat ltc nay 1a mau chdéng chay vé nha trudc khi
bi phat hién, nhung do di khéng diing dudng, nén vua ré vao, c6
nhay xudng xe chay mdt mach dén ctta nha. Béng nhién c6 ding
lai trudc cita, dit ngdn tay 1én moéi, roéi dua tay vudt téc, kiém tra
vay 4o xem cé chinh té khong. Ltc nay day, diéu cb that su can
dén 13 mot khéng gian riéng tu, noi khdng ai xuat hién dé c6 1ay
lai binh tinh. Nhung chinh ltc d6, ctia d3 mé ra, “Me oi!” Lindy
goi, “Pling cho George choi dat sét cia con! Né nhdi mau tum
lum, r6i trét day 1én cudn truyén tranh!”. Karen dinh gi d6 mau
den trén miéng, dang hai tay ndi: “Lén nha, me di, 1én nha”. Ba
Anton dang di qua di lai & phia sau, mit van td vé cing thang, bat
an va buc bdi. “Lé nao me hiéu nham y con sao?” ba héi Pauline,
“Me con tudng con vé rat sém, phai ching me nén chuin bi bita
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t6i?”.

“Khong, khong can dau a... Karen, mat con sao thé? Pung tim ao
me, Lindy, cho me thd cdi nao. Bd con dau?”.

“Bo dang thit niu canh trong bép”. Lindy tra 16i. “Canh! B4 niu
canh 1am gi? Me nau r6i ma, chi can bac 1én bép ham lai thoi!”.

C6 di qua hanh lang vao phong khach, theo sau 1a miy dia tré
khong ngiing nam lay vay, c¢d chan c6 - Pauline cdm gidc nhu
minh c6 mot dan con, chit khong chi ba dita - theo sau 1a ba
Anton véi vé mit bat man. Michael dang ra stc khui moét hop
thic an. Khi Pauline budc vao, anh quay ngudi lai néi: “Ta on troi
dat, cudi cling em da vé! Bon tré cit bao d6i mail”.

“Oi troi”, ¢d ndi, “em thay chiing vin chua dén muic déi 1am”. C6
dat xach tay 1én ban, 1ay d6 khui ti tay anh. “Em sé ham néng
bita tdi trén bép, chi 1 gid sau théi”.

“1 gio!”, Michael kéu 1én.

C6 v nhu khéng nghe thay, tay md bd diéu chinh nhiét 1én 400
d6, roi 1y thiic in trong ti lanh ra. C6 hy vong tiéng gét gidy va
d4p nhanh trén san nha cé thé gitp minh tran an déi chut.
Nhung thuc té khéng phai vay, Michael van nhin ¢é véi 4anh mat
trach méc. “Em di ddu ma 1au thé?” anh héi.

“Van chua mudn 1dm ma!” c6 néi, “Cha! Chung khéng nhat thiét
phai dung bita trudc khi mat trdilan...”.

“Anh c6 goi dién cho Katie, c6 4y bdo em vé 14u rdi ma”. “A, ding
viy, c6 diéu em... ghé qua nha bd me”. Gid c¢6 dang dit ndi 1én
bép, nén khéng can d6i dién véi 4nh mit ctia Michael. Anh hai:
“Vé nha bd me u?” nhung khéng chd anh ndi tiép, Karen di bat
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dau doi anh bé, tua nhu con mua kip thoi chuyén doi su cht1y clia
Michael.

“Megan tdi nghiép sao rdi?”, bA Anton hoéi, “Ptta bé chio doi
chua?”.

“Ngudi me néi la Donna phai khéng a!”, Pauline hoi. Ngudi dan ba
nay hau nhu khéng nhé dugc tén ctia chi Pauline, diéu nay hoi
1am ngudi ta tic tdi, nhung t6i nay Pauline lai biét on v6 cling
viéc nay. Pauline giai thich “Donna dang mang thai a”, “dta bé
van chua chao ddi, tdi qua cd nha cudng quyt dua chi 4y vao bénh
vién, con bao me sang trong chiing chau. Nhung cudi ciing chi 1a
chi 4y sg béng sd gié thoi”.

“Trdi al Moi ngudi ctt ngd chi con biét mit da bé rdi chi”, ba
Anton ndi, “dita thi ba réi phai khéng?”.

“Thiatual”.

“O, me con tudng chi con mdi cé hai dita chi”.

“Dé 1a Megan”.

“Lé nao ngudi chung ta dang néi khong phai Megan sao?”.

Pauline dung got vo khoai, tuyét vong nhin Michael, nhung anh
dap lai véi vé mit lanh lling. Karen dang leo 1én vai bé rdi tut
xudng nghich ngom, nhung anh lai ding yén d6 tua nhu vat thé
khong stc sdong. “Thit gi trén miéng Karen vay?”, Pauline héi.
“Bao anh tréng chitng nd, ndo ngd lai thé nay!”.

“DPd 1a keo cao su”.

George noéi véi giong the thé. N6 dang cam cudn truyén tranh
ngdi dudi san. “Karen 1am keo dinh 1én téc, b6 danh dung kéo cat
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di phan téc @4”.

Pauline dén gan nhin ky Karen. Pung thé, mét lon téc bén tai trai

cd bé bi cat mat 16 ra cd da dau. C6 ndi: “Ai cha, trdi a, anh biét nd
\ , 2 A R v NT))

con qua nho, khong thé an keo cao suma!”.

Michael khong tra 18, tiép tuc nhin cd. RS rang, kha ning kiém
ché cia anh cuc manh. Cudi cling, George pha v& bau khéng khi
im ling: “Khdng phai bé dua cho em diu, em 13y trén ban trang
diém ctia me dd”.

“Pudc rodi, cé troi méi biét ching ta phai lam sach nd bang cach
nao”, Pauline nai.

C6 bat dau cit khoai tady thanh tiing miéng nhd ma khoéng hé
nhin 4nh mat chim chu ctia Michael.

Cudi cling, vi mudn tay sach keo cao su trén ngudi Karen, Pauline
phai dung aceton, xa phong va nudc, nhung van vé hiéu. Pauline
dé manh 1én ngudi c6 bé dé ngin chin né cya quiy hoic vung
chay. T dau chi cudi, Karen kéu thét nhu bi thoc tiét trong nha
tam. “Dling kéu niia”, Pauline gan giong, “con sip 1am me diéc tai
roi dé”. Lindy ding ngoai clta hing khdi xem trd, George ngbi
trong bon tdm day bot bong béng, md to mit nhin me va em. Sau
d6, Karen tu bo trd vao bon tim, vita nac 1én, vita khit mi, vi gid
ngudi né day mui aceton.

Nhiing viéc nay chiém ca thdi gian ranh trudc gid in tdi, bon tré
dudng nhu quén mat con déi, khi chiing ngbi vao ban in, dtta nao
ciing déu ngoan ngodn thay quan 4o ngi sach, ngudi ching Am
uét, chang dia nio mudn dong dén dia thic an trude mit. “An
di”. C6 néi vébi cac con, rdi cAm nia 1én trudc lam guong cho
chiing. Ao va vay déu uét, mit cling day md hoéi. Thit ra, cb
chang thiy ngon miéng, nhung phai v dung dao cit miéng thit
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ga v&i vé mit han hoan. “Mén nay em hoc tit Mimi Drew day”, c6
ndi véi Michael, “em nghi anh sé thich”.

Nhung Michael chang phat biéu 15i nao, anh ding day di vao bép
14y bo. Theo c6 thay, diy rd rang 14 su trach méc anh danh cho cb.
Anh von cé thé bao c6 di 14y, va cb sé sin long 1am ngay. Nhung
anh khong 1am thé, tit tit budc tiing bude di qua phong khach vao
bép, sau dé budc ra bang ciy nang sit. Anh dit dia bo trudc mit
me, rdi lai ngbi trd vao ghé cia minh, miéng ctt 1am bam vé bat
man. Pauline nhin dia bd ma thiay minh bi tén thuong. Hanh
dong ctia anh 4m chi Pauline khéng quan tdm dén nhu cau cta
me anh. Ba Anton lién cat bo ra, trat 1én banh mi, tréng nhu di bi
bd ddi tit 1au. Michael nhét day thit gd vio miéng, nhai ngdom
ngoam. Mdi 1an cam anh khép lai, m6ét mach mau nhé an hién
trén huyét thai duong bén trai clia anh, véi anh in com giéng
nhu 12 hoan thanh mét hoat déng thé Iuc ning.

“Ai cha!” Pauline vui vé néi, “Trd vé tham hang xém lang giéng cii
qua 1a rat tuyét vdi, anh thi di quen rdi, vi ngdy nao anh ciing
dén clta hiéu 1am viéc, nhung vdi em d6 1a mét niém vui bat ngd!
Lic dé em nghi: ching ta titng sdng & noi day u? Moi cin nha déu
trong chat hep thé!”.

“Néu con mudn mua mot cudn chi, cé thé dén dé ma khdéng can
14i xe”. Ba Anton sang sudt chi ra.

“Vang, ding theé...”.
“Chung ta chuyén nha cé dudc ciing cé mat”. Michael xen vao.

George néi: “Me di, con va Buddy...” nhung Pauline v6i bao: “Suyt,
George, bd dang néi chuyén day”.

Michael chi danh nhai nhuyén thit ga trong miéng, rdi ¢d ging
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nudt xudng, sau dé lai uéng mdt ngum nudc. Mét bau khéng khi
yén lang bao trum cd nha.

George thit néi lan nita: “Con va Buddy...”.

“Song & day cé cai 1oi ma cling cé cai hai”, cudi ciing Michael néi,
“Itc ching ta quyét dinh chuyén dén day anh da y thic duge diéu
nay. Pung, gid khong gian clia ching ta réng hon trudc nhiéu,
thé nén véibon tré... qua rat tot”.

Néu anh dung tit khéng thich hop khi néi chuyén sé c¢é hau qua
gi? Néu anh khoéng tim dudc cach dién dat chitng muc, cudc song
ctia ho phai ching sé cham diit?

“... Nhung d6i ltic anh lai bat chot thay khong gian rong 16n nay,
cha, dudng nhu...”, anh néi tiép, “y anh 13, mét... nhan t6 bat 1oi.
Anh thay véi mét gia dinh, nhat 14 moét gia dinh thuan hoa la nhu
thé, néu em hiéu dugc y anh...”.

Pauline dang cat khoai vio dia thit manh. George va Lindy cudi
khanh khach, Michael ding lai, nhin ¢é. “Em xin 16i”. C6 néi véi
anh.

Radio dang phat vii khtc polka ma ba Anton thich, day la chuong
trinh lic 8 gid 30 mbi tdi thit bay. Ba ngbdi trén ghé salon trong
phong khach, vita va chiéc quan ngii ctia Karen, vita git gt trude
tiét tau ban “Piing ve van con géi tbi” clia Frankie Yankovic. Ba
khoéng theo nhip nhac, d6 13 cich gt git cham rii, ciing nhic va
trang trong.

Pau bén kia ghé salon, Michael dang ngdi doc bao. D6 1a tJ bio
thi by, méng hon moi khi, cac tit in trén d6 rat nhd, tit chd
Pauline chang nhin thay rd 14 chit gi. C6 ngdi 4 bén kia phong, doc
luét cudén “Tap chi phu nit”. C6 chi thiy ngén tay cam bdo clia
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Michael, hai chan dai khang khiu véi quan mau xam va déi giay
mau nau dam.

“Cé 18 me nén may bang ciy kim to hon”, ba Anton néi véi
Pauline, “gau quan nay may hai 18p, ludén kim mét qua”. “Me
muon con 1ay cay kim to hon khéng?”, Pauline hdi, ¢c6 khong thé
tap trung ch1y vao cudén tap chi.

“Khoéng can dau, 3, chd chit d3, d& me xem né ra sao”. Michael
ngip mot cai sau td bao, cb biét anh chi gid v théi. Anh gap bao
lai, @3t sang mot bén, vuon vai. “A”, anh ndi, roi lai ngap thém cai
nita, “Oi, con mét qua, budn ngh rdi”.

Pauline 14t mot trang bao, thdy mot c6 gai mic chiéc tap dé tai
béo dang bung moét dia thit ham 16n.

“Pauline, em khéng ngti sao?”. “Lat nita”. CO tra 10i.

N6i xong, c6 lai 14t tiép mdt trang bio.

Michael ding diy, chan chtl, c6 cdm gidc dudc anh dang nhin
minh. Theo thudng 1§, toéi thi bdy 1a ngay quan hé chian goi, ro
rang anh dang 4m chi diéu nay. Anh luén thich lam viéc theo
mdt cach cd dinh. C6 vin chuyén chil xem cach ché bién mén
khoai tdy nau gratin (vé banh mi vun gion hoidc phé mat thai

vun).

“Thoéi dugc”, cudi cung Michael ndi, “néu thé, 6, chic me ngu
ngon’.

“Chtic con ngli ngon”. Me anh ndi.

Nhung anh vin diing yén mot chd, cudi ciing Pauline nging dau
1én.
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“M&t phut sau con sé vao chii?”, anh héi. “Vang”.

N6i xong, c6 lai ddn mat vao cudn tap chi. Anh quay ngudi, thot
tung budc ra khoi phong khach.

Lic nay radio dang phat bai “Ngi ngon, polka”, tiic két thic
chuong trinh, chic cling 9 gid rdi. Ba Anton can dut sgi chi, ghim
kim vio tay vin ghé salon. “May xong rdi sao me?”, Pauline hoi.

“Hét nhu cai méGi”. Ba Anton dap.

Ba dit d6 ctia Karen 1én ban ca phé, chuin bi ding day. Ltc nay
Pauline béng nhién cdm thiy muén ngbi lai ddy ma khéng mudn
vao phong. Hoi thd clia cb trd nén gip rut, toan than run 1én.
Nhung, sao lai nhu thé? €6 chi mudn ra ngoai di dao vao budi toi
thdi, thé dau cé tdi gi. “Cha!” c6 ndi, “CAm on me!” giong cb yéu la
thudng, nhung ba Anton khéng hé cha y diéu nay.

“Pung khach sao”. Ba dap.

Ba nhom diy, chuyén doi tu thé ngdi trén ghé salon, sau d6 dung
tay chong 1én tay vin ctia ghé, 13y stic ding diy. Nhung Pauline
van tiép tuc trd chuyén vdi ba: “Mong Karen cé thé mic tiép, gan
day con bé 16n rat nhanh. Trdi trd lanh, chic boé d6 nay di qua
nhd r6i!l Me thay sao?”.

“Phai day, con bé dang phat trién chiéu cao”. B Anton tra 16i ma
hon dé dau dau, roi tiép tuc di ra hanh lang.

“Thé thi tiéc qud, udbng cong me may lai cho con bé roi”.
“A, khéng sao”.

“Du1 gi chung con cling chang con dé thém dta nao dé mic tiép
quan 4o cla chung niia!”.
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Cubi cling ba Anton ciing bi 16i néi cia c6 thu hiit. Ba ditng mét
lic, quay ngudi lai, hdi véi giong td mo khéng biét chan: “O?” ba
nodi, “Gid con khéng thé khang dinh thé”.

“Nhung ba dita ¢ nhiéu 1dm rbi”, Pauline néi véi ba, “me khoéng
nghi thé sao? Chi toan phu nit nubi day con cdi, chung ta phai
ganh trach nhiém dé, dan 6ng chang mang gica.”.

Ba Anton nghiéng dau suy nghi van dé nay, “Con biét day”, ba
néi, “me nghi John chang biét gi vé ndi cuc nhoc gian nan ctia me.
Con nhd mot 1an ca Danny va Michael déu mic bénh diu mua,
me chang biét 1am thé nio, chi mudn chét cho xong! Mot dém, me
khong thay quan 4o di 1an ra ngd, ldc tinh gidc d3 1a sing hém
sau, phat hién John diing truéc mat me, ‘Em yéu! 6ng ndi véi me,
‘Em yéu! Anh khong thay bita sang!””.

Pauline cudi r0 1én. “Néi thé 1a me hiéu y con r6i”. “U, con c6 ba
dia! Con me chi cd hai”.

Sau mot hoéi, dudng nhu ba nhd ra diéu gi, “Cha, me nén ngt
th6i”. N6i xong ba lién xoay ngudi budc ra hanh lang. “Nga ngon,
con yéu”. Ba néi vdi Pauline.

“Chtic me ngti ngon”.

Pauline gap cudn tap chi lai, dit sang mdt bén, réi chom ngudi tat
radio. C6 nghe tiéng budc chidn me chong 1€ qua hanh lang, cdm
giac run sglai ia dén trong c6 1an niia.

Chd nudc vay trén 4o di kho ti 1au, néu phiii thang mot chit, ¢d
thay cling dudgc, nhung qua thit ¢6 rat mudn trang diém nhe,
danh it phan, roi thoa chut son.

Nhung, c6 lai ngdi bat ddng tai ché.
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Trong nha im ling dén la thudng, cé thé nghe dudc tiéng gié vi
vl cla quat tran théi hoi ndéng & clta s6 gan dé vao. C6 nghe tiéng
mot chiéc xe hoi chay qua, radio nha bén canh dang phat khtc
nhac “Mang hanh trang budc di” nghe that ngan vang.

Bong nhién dién thoai reo.

Phan ting dau tién ctia c6 1a Alex goi dén, c6 lién diing phat day,
chay nhu bay vao bép, héi hop vo cung. C6 mudn tiéng chudéng
nging reo trudc khi Michael bat may, nhung mét liic sau cd lién v
thic dugc Alex sé khéng goi dén vao lic nay. C6 10 mo trong bong
t6i tim 6ng nghe, rdi nhac may: “Al6?”.

“Pauline?”, me c6 héi. “Me?”.

“Sao con khong goi dién!”. “Me nédi sao?”.

“Con khong goi dién cho me, ciing ching goi cho chi con...”.

“Con khong hiéu me néi gi!”.

“Me cé nhin lai”, ba cau nhau, “Michael khéng néi con biét sao?
Donna sinh roi”.

“Chi ay sinh r6i?”.

“Con gai day, tén Jean Marie. Ning hon 7 pound”. “Anh 4y chang
noi gi véi con cal”.

“Me tron con vudéng. Michael hita nhin lai véi con ma”. “Khoan
dd, chi ay sinh héi nao ha me?”, Pauline hdi. “2 gid trua. Sinh 2
tiéng rudi, nhanh hon 1an trudc, héa ra sinh...”.

“Vay me goi dén vao lic nao? Khi dé con & dau?”. “Michael bao
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con dén nha Katie choi bai”.

Bong chdc, Pauline néi khong nén 16i, chi thiy toan than néng
ran.

“Pauline?”.

Luc dé c6 ndi gi véi Michael? C6 phai c6 ndi 1a minh vé nha bé me
khong?

bung thé, hau nhu cd cé thé khang dinh minh d3 néi thé.

Luc d6 phan tng cta anh... cd sac mit cda anh nira... “Pauline,
con sé goi cho Donna chit? Chac gid chi con ngt roi, nhung...”.

“Sang sdm mai thiic day con sé goi cho chi ngay”, c6 ndi, “cam on
me, tam biét”.

Co cd gang gdc may “cach” mdt tiéng that nhe.

Tiéng nhac tit nha bén canh khéng con ngan vang niia, hoic chi
it khéng con nghe thay & trong cin nha nay, chi con nghe dugc
tiéng quat tran quay vu vu.

C6 nhin dong ho6 da quang: 9g22. C6 lai quay ngudi, nhin ra ngoai
clia s6, bén ngoai sang hon trong nha nhiéu, tdi nay chic 1a dém
trang tron. C6 cé thé nhin thay liim hoa t1 cAu & nha Swensons
d6i dién dudng - trén thiing thu ngoai clta, &ng may trang xanh
1ap 1anh a4nh ngoc trai cudn vé phia trudc nhu nhiing con séng -
con mdt tia sang le 16i roi trén ndc xe nha cb. C6 thay mdt ngudi
dan 6ng luan quian quanh day, thinh thoang ditng lai trudc nha
6, vai phut sau lai thay anh ta di tit hudng ngudc lai, réi diing
mdt ltc, rdi lai di qua. Nhung Pauline vin diing yén tai chd.

Phong ngtl t6i om, rém cita sd diy ning di che mat anh tring
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sang bén ngoai. C6 1an mo trong béng dém dén dau giudng, roi lai
1an qua tt 40, sau d6 mic chiéc 40 ngli méc trén gi. Chiéc 4o nhu
vita mdi i, c6 mui vi than thiét ctia gia dinh. C6 1én giudng, roi
nam canh Michael, gid c6 cé thé thay chap choang moi thit xung
quanh.

Anh nim quay lung vé phia c6, hoi thd déu din. C6 khéng biét
anh di ngt chua, bén lic nhe, rdi 6m anh tit phia sau va ap sat
mait vao lung anh. Nhung anh van nam yén khéng ctt déng, hoi
thd vin déu din, mot trai tim dap nhanh lién hoéi trong cd thé
binh ling nhu mit nudc lanh va sdu nhu khong thé nao do dudc.
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Chuong 3

Karen va George 1an lugt rinh xem dém qua Lindy cé vé nha
khong, Karen di trude. Karen bam sinh hay lo ling, mdi
sang s6m thit hai, cd bé @i bo khdi giudng, xudng dudi nhi, sau
khi dén phong Lindy xem qua, né lai chui vio chin, tiép tuc ngi.
Nhung sau lic dé - vi phat hién Lindy khéong & trén giudng,
phong né ciing yén ling va trong trai - Karen khéng ngt, tiép
theo lai nghe tiéng George dén dé rinh, rdi vio nha vé sinh. N6
khéng quan tdm su viéc nhu Karen, chi gb nhe ctra trudc khi van
nam diam, cang khéng rén rén vao phong nhu c¢d bé ma md to
mat quan sit moi ddng tinh, tim kiém xem Lindy dang & dau.

Su6t mot thdi gian dai, ching déu mong cé ngay Lindy khéng &
trong phong. Nhung thuc t&, qua thit phan 16n thdi gian Lindy
déu khong 3 d6. Nam nay cb bé 17 tudi, dang hoc cap III. C6 bé chi
di hoc theo y bd me théi, ca ngay 16ng bong véi nhitng dita tré
quai di mic d6 den, mdi dém thudng vé rat khuya, ngudi nong
nic mui rugu, thude 14, né thudng cii bd me, cudi nhao 16i séng
“qué mua” ctia ho, luén mo udc ngay nao dé sé bit dau cudc sdong
that sy giong nhu tac gia Jack Kerook ma cd bé yéu thich. Mbi khi
nghi dén Lindy, Karen lién nhd cai dang vé khi ding trén thém
ctia cia chi minh: ngudi hoi nga ra ngoai, mai téc den dai tung
bay trong gié. Lindy chua tiing ngoan ngoan vang 16i va c6 bé
thudng bat hai dita em lam viéc nha.

Lindy 13 dda tré khé bao, nhung Karen va George lai rat ngoan
ngoin vang 16i. Chting hoc hanh chim chi, khi ngbéi 4n com ngudi
ludn gitt thiang, ddng thoi im ling tuyét ddi, dudng nhu mudn
lam guong cho Lindy, ddng thdi cau nguyén khi in mén trang
miéng khéng cé tiéng 6n a0 clia ngudi 16n. Ching cau mong bd
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me cé thé chu v thay chiing ngdi nghiém chinh, cht khéng phai
nhu b dang Lindy ngdi ddi dién: cti gdim mit, miéng nhai mé
téc clia minh, khi c6 ngudi néi chuyén lién mé d6i mit to mau
than ma nhin.

Karen dang hoc 16p 7, 13 mét can bd 18p mau muc. George 1a
thanh vién cia “hdi vinh dy” trong trudng. Dit né di 16 tudi,
nhung van chua c6 biang14i, ¢ 18 vi chua cé ban gai, nén tam thoi
van chua can dén. Lindy ciing khéng cé bang 14i, nhung ngay no
dit chua dude phép né di 14i xe ctia me di, két qua con bé di va
vao thung thu cia nha Dean.

Lién tuc xay ra may chuyén tuong tu, nén Karen va George mdi
rinh xem nhu thé. Thing trudc, sau vai tuan khai gidng, mot budi
chiéu no Lindy khoéng vé nha sau gid hoc. Ltic ddu khéng ai chu v,
nhung tdi dén khéng thay con bé dau, Pauline mdi goi dién dén
héi titng ¢6 ban cfia Lindy, nhung s6 ban @6 tit 1du di khéng qua
lai véi Lindy nita. C6 lai goi dién dén ctta hiéu, thé 1a bo ching bd
viéc vé nha sém. Chang ai chuin bi bita t6i, ching ai hdi Karen c6
lam bai tip trudc khi xem ti vi khéng. Sau khi bao canh sat, ho
kién nghi néu sang mai Lindy van chua vé hiy goi bdo ho biét.
Sau d6, khoang 10 gid, khi cd nha dang lo sot vé thi Lindy xuit
hién, trong rat buc doc, tham chi chang mang vién ly do giai
thich tai sao minh vé muén, chi néi di cting vai ngudi ban. Nhung
14 nhitng ngudi ban nao, di dau, c6 bé chi nhtn vai chang néi gi.

Lic nay, Karen va George béng nhién y thitc dudc rang: that ra bd
me chiing chang hé cé quyén luc ctia bac phu huynh nhu ho
thuong noi.

Vao thtt by tuan trudc, Lindy ra ngoai véi mot ¢d ban. Khi ¢6 ban
Lindy 14i xe vdo sin nh3, ching phat hién cd bé dé cling t6 mit
den ngdm tya con gau tric giong nhu Lindy. 7 gid sang hém sau,
Lindy van khéng cé mit trén giudng, Idc 7 gid rudi cling khéng.
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Sau d6, Karen chgp mit mét Idc, vi ltc 8 gid hon, c6 bé nghe thay
tiéng George trach Lindy & ngudng clta, “Chi di ddu d6 ha?”, sau la
tiéng cau nhau khé hiéu ctia Lindy. Ltic 10 gid 15 phut, me ching
gd clta phong Lindy, réi vui vé héi: “Lindy? Con dén nha thd
khong?”. Lindy tra 16i coc 16c. C6 bé ludn goi “nha thd thanh linh”
14 “cai chin thanh linh”. Vé diém nay, George va Karen déu rat
buén cudi, nhung rd rang, me ching lai khéng nghi vay.

Thé nén, chuyén tuong tu sé con xay ra niia. Pong hd & chiéc
radio dat trén dau giuong Lindy hién s6 8g25, Lindy cé thé xuat
hién bat ct ltic nao.

Nhung c6 1€ it nhiéu ho d3 chuan bi cho ngay nay, chuan bi sé co
mot ngay c6 bé bdé nha ra di mai mai.

Lic in sang, bon tré khong néi déi, nhung ciing chiang néi ra
toan bd su thit. “Lindy day chua?” me chung hdi, “Cé ai nghe
thay tiéng con bé khdng?”. George nhudng may, 1au bau mét cau
gi d6, chang ai hiéu. Karen tip trung nhin chiéc banh ran trudc
mit, nhe nhang lic dau.

“Nhung t6i qua con bé cé vé nha ma”. Pauline néi, r6i lai liéc
nhanh qua b6 chung.

George khong tra 16i. Karen ditng mét lic, réi mién cudng noi:
“Da, dung vay! Con cé nhin trom vao phong chi ay”.

Néu Karen khéng néi cau “dung vay”, cd bé sé ching cé 15i gi.
Nhung van gidng nhu moi khi, c¢6 bé néi qua nhiéu, nén cang vui
dau siu vao trong dia thiic in, né chi thay mét con gidn dit dau
nhdi, chang nhiing vi tén George nhat gan - ltc nay né dang hao
htic kep miéng bd vao banh ran - cling thit vong vé bé me minh.
Trdi a, sao ho khéng tu di xem chit? Sao t6i qua ho khéng thic
chd Lindy vé? B6 me nhitng ngudi khic déu 1am thé cd ma.
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Nhung gid ho ngdi day, vé vd tinh. B6 gip td bao 1am bon, dang
cham chu xem mot muc trén dé; me dang bang qud nhin mot con
sé nhd trén ban céng clta s6. Hién ho dang trong thdi ky dinh
chién vi van dé quyén tién cho “quy mo c6i”. Pauline ky tén ma
khong héi y Micheal. Micheal bao Pauline khong biét tiét kiém lai
c6 chap budng binh, bdo c6 ninh ngudi phu nit kéu goi quyén
tién. “Diéu em quan tdm chang phai vin dé tré mo cbi!”, Micheal
tliing noéi thé, “Hiép hoi bdo vé tré md cdi’ gi chit! Ching ta dau
thudc hoi d6! Em quyén tién chi vi mudn 13y long Sissy Moss
théi”.

“Di nhién khong phai!”, Pauline gao 1én, “Em rat quan tim tré mo
c6i! Em chang ban tdm nha thd nao gitp ching!”.

“V3ay thi tai sao?” bd hdi, “Sissy Moss thay thich em r6i cht? C6 ta
cé mdi em dén nha choi khong? Cé cho em s6 dién thoai khéng?”.

“Pung thé, thuc té c¢d 4y qua 1am nhu vay”. “O? Lic nio thé?”.

“Hbi thit sdu em goi dién, Sissy Moss bdo thit triing hop, vi ¢ ay
dang dinh goi cho em!”.

“Pauline”. Micheal néi véi giong than thd ning né, tiép theo dé
vin nhu moi khi: ndi gian dung duing, 16i ndi cay doc, nudc mit,
tiéng kéu glo, tiéng dap ctta that manh va bau khéng khi chét
lang trong nha. R6i sau d6 1a nhiing ngay 1lam lanh chan ngan: ho
min noéng goi nhau “anh yéu”, “em yéu”, cta phong ngt déng
chit kin, lai con 1én It khéa lai, sau khi budc ra khoéi phong trong
ho that e then. Bay gid, trong nha yén tinh v6 cung, cé 1é “cudc
ndi chién” sé kéo dai may tuan, néu moi chuyén thuin lgi, Karen
tham cau nguyén. B cb bé vita gip bdo, vila traim giong hat. Me
c6 bé ding diy di 1dy ca phé, khi di ngang qua con dung mét
ngén tay nhe nhang cham vao lung bé.
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Néu Lindy 3 nha, bau khong khi sé khic han moi khi, trd nén cau
kinh, khé chiu. Lindy sé ngdi d6i dién George va Karen, chiém ca
mdt phan ban cho riéng minh. Méi khi ¢6 bé phat biéu y kién clia
minh déu cé théi quen vita néi vita dudi tay ra, nam chit 1ay géc
ban, trong chiang ra lam sao. Lindy 14 ¢6 bé da boc xuong, né con
cd tinh 1am minh gy nhom xuong xau, tham chi trudc khi di
kham bénh né déu chon mdt loat quan 4o, rdi mdéi quyét dinh
mic bd nio. D vay, cb bé lai cé thé 1am minh tréng nhu con hac
ding gitta dan ga, 1am minh to khde 16n manh hon bdn ngudi kia
gbp lai; c6 bé chang mang bin tim dén “trudng hoc” va “gia
dinh”, dudng nhu né xem day 13 tai hoa; c6 bé ddi bd me mua
sach ctia Jack Kerook va Albert Caymus, nhung khi bd héi: sach
ho viét c6 thé xem 14 ngdn ngit khong, cb bé tra 16i: “O, néi véi bs
thi ich gi? Con chang hiéu tai sao lai phai ton céng stic néi chuyén
v6ibo”.

Ban nghi Lindy thich vin chuong thé, chic chan déu dat diém A &
trudng, nhung su thit khong phai thé. Mita hé nim ngoai, c6 bé
hoc lai mét hoc ky moén tiéng Anh. Trong bang diém phat vao
mua thu nim nay, chang cé mén nio dat trén diém C. Vi vay,
thanh tich hoc tip cfia ¢ bé ludn 1a nguyén nhin dan dén tranh
cdi gitta bd me. B6 6 bé ludn noéi: “Kerook hay Keraak gi d6, néu
con chang vuct qua néi nhiing ky thi & trudng, viy con doc maiy
thtt sach @6 cé ich gi?”. Lindy dap: “Piéu d6 khéng hdp vdi tiéu
chuin ctia bd! Long da bo ludén hep hoi thé, bd di roi vao vong
ludn quin chi biét kinh doanh kiém tién khong thé tu thoat ra
duge! Néu khong c6 dudc tién tiét kiém, khéng cé duge thanh
tich tot, khong c6 dudc ban 1y lich 1am ngudi khac hai 1ong, moi
chuyén déu ching quan trong!”. Me chtng néi: “Em néi nay,
Michael, con bé c6 thé tu mua it dd ciing t6t théi”. B ching noi:
“Pauline, néu khéng phai em ctt bao che né, it nhiéu né ciing biét
cach tu quin thdc minh rdi”. Me néi: “O, dudc théi! Néi vy, con
anh bi dudi hoc vi diém s kém 12151 tai em...”.
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Me cam am ca phé quay vé, dua vao vai bo, rét cho bé mot tach.
“Cam on, em yéu”. B6 ndi, vo nhe 1én tay me, r6i hdp mot ngum.

Khi ho phat hién Lindy mat tich, Karen phai chiu trach nhiém vi
ciu “Pung thé” clia minh. O, dung vy, cd bé ting néi Lindy sé
binh an vé nh3, con nhin trém vao phong Lindy. Sau khi thay
quan 4o sau bita sang, cd bé thay trong 1ong rat bat an. N6 cdi bd
bd d6 ngli, mic mot chiée 4o 16t, roi hai mat that than ngoéi ngay
mép giudng, than thd nhin déi dép nhd dudi chin. B me sé bo
15i néi ddi ctia c6 bé 1am cham tré céng viée tim kiém chi gai clia
canh sat. Néu Lindy gip rac rdi & dau d6 - chang han, bi nhot dudi
mdt tang ham, khéng cé ¢ khong khi dé thd - néu 6 bé chét, vay
sé 12 16i ctia Karen.

Bdng chdc, Karen ron gai éc, 1ong hoi nhéi dau, ¢d bé bat dau én
lanh va ngudi run 1én ban bat. Thé rdi ¢ bé ding diy, mic mot
chiéc 40 in day nu héng, mét chiéc vdy mau hong va mét d6i vé
dai cling mau hong. C6 bé khdng mang gidy, rén rén budc ra khdi
phong, c6 gang khéng giy tiéng ddng, xuéng dudi nha rdi dén
phong Lindy.

Cé 18 ban cho ring diia tré ngang budng nhu Lindy sé khong né
nép, nhung diéu khé hiéu 13, c6 bé don dep phong minh ngin nap
la thudng. Quan 4o - phan 16n déu 12 mau den, ngoai nhitng bd
me mua ma khéng hdi qua y cd bé - treo ngay ngian trong tii 40;
cd thi dua ctia d6i nhém va dnh ban bé, gid diy chi dan méi t& ap
phich James Dean dang hut thudc; sach trong tii xép ti cao
xudng thap, trén ban hoc chang cé gi khac ngoai ba khung anh
gia dinh ma vang; ca cin phong trong nhu chua titng cé ai séng &
day. Lé nao 1a thé thit sao? Cum tit “bd nha di” hién 1én trong dau
Karen.

Sach sé nhat 13 giudng: gbi va chin mén xép ngay ngin, drap
giudng trai phang phiu. Néu cé ngudi nhin vao phong, rat kho
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nghi tiing cé ngudi ndm trén chiéc giudng ndy.

Karen di dén trudc ti 4o 1ay bo d6 ngt clia Lindy, mdt 4o khoac
kiéu nam cii raich mua tit hiéu d6 si-da, chiéc 40 nay luén 1am me
rung minh. C6 bé lai dén bén giudng, vén tam ra 1én, cudn 40 ngit
thanh hinh dang vita dai vita phong, dit chinh gitta, rdi ph tim
trai giudng 1én. Gid day giudng trong nhu cé ngudi khéng dau
nam & @6, nhung c6 bé di chinh lai goi, 1am né thanh mét khoi
gidng nhu cé ngudi viii dau trong d6 vay.

Trudc khi trd vé phong minh, Karen ding lai mét ldc trude ban
hoc ctia Lindy, nhin k§ btic anh dit trén d6. Mot tim trong day
cling cé trén ban c6 bé, George ciing thé, nhung ching déu bi vui
dudi nhitng vat linh tinh. D614 4nh ky niém 15 nim ngay két hon
clla b6 me ching, 13 loai anh mau rat ddm chup & studio. Me
ching 16ng anh vao khung, cho méi dta mét tam. B trong anh
mic bd com 1& mau den, me mic bé vdy mau xdm va mau ndi
nhit trong anh chinh 14 bau trdi gid mau xanh. B6 me déu td ra
rat nguogng ngung, vé mait ciing nhic, trong tré dén la ky, du dé
di 13 dnh ti trudc day rat 1au.

Tam anh thit hai kep trén tam thiép Gidng sinh nim ngoai, c6 ghi
dong chit “Ti nha t6i dén nha ban, mitng Gidng sinh, 1959”. Trén
dé 1a bic &nh George va Karen cudi toét miéng con Lindy mit cau
c4. Ca ba déu mic 4o len dd tring, ¢ 18 day chinh 1a nguyén nhan
lam Lindy buc bdi. Bd cuc trén tdm anh cé phan trung hop: mép
mot bic rém clta s6 tinh c¢d ngin Lindy véi hai dda kia, dang
ngudi né vita den vita gay clia ¢d bé tao thanh su tuong phan rd
rét v6i George va Lindy da trang téc vang. Pauline rat that vong
vé tdm anh nay, du day 12 tdm dep nhat trong s6 nhiing biic anh
d3 chup. Luc @4, Lindy gianh ngay 1ay tAm anh niy, mua khung
vé tu 16ng né vao, dudng nhu ¢d bé mudn khang dinh: minh khac
nguoi!

http://tieulun.hopto.org



T4am anh thi ba 1a ba ndi Anton ctia chtng. Ba qua doi khi Karen
hoc mau gido. Karen hau nhu d3 quén mat khuén mit day nép
nhin va mai téc bac phd ctia ba. Nhung dén gid Lindy van rat nhé
b3, vi ngudi ba yéu nhat chinh 14 Lindy, hoic it ra Lindy nghi thé.
C6 bé ludn bao ba ndi & trén thién dudng dang bao vé minh, dé c6
bé c6 cudc sdng binh yén thuin 1gi. C6 bé nghi thé cling cé 1y, vi
mdi khi giap khé khin, bai hat “Hy vong bi mat” ba yéu thich nhat
boéng nhién hién trong dau c6é bé mot cach la ky. Karen cho rang
rat c6 thé Lindy dung, vi d6 1a bai hat xua cii, chi ngudi gia mdéi
thich, con cé nguyén nhan nao khéc gii thich viéc nay chi?

Ba ndi bon tré mat vi tring gid. Me rat dau 1ong trudc céi chét clia
ba, bd tuy dau 1ong, nhung rat binh tinh, con me khéc sudt may
tuan lién. Me bao nén hiéu ba nhiéu hon, nén chim séc ba chu
d4o hon. Me lo sé bi Thudng dé triing phat, lo rang khi minh vé
gia cling sé song 3 noi xa cach ban bé than thudc, trd thainh mot
ngudi ba duy nhit trong hang xém lang giéng, ca ngay ngdi
khong chang viée gi 1am, chang ndi nao dé di, chi khi con dau vui
mdi dua di héng gid, nhiing ldc nhu thé lai qua hiém hoi. B6 bao
me suy nghi nhiéu qu4, “Sao anh cé thé néi viy chu!”. B6 néi: “Y
anh 13 em hiy binh tinh, Lin”. Nhiing 18i néi nhu thé luén 1am me
gian dii, hon nita me khong thich ngudi khac goi minh 1a “Lin”, ai
ciing biét diéu nay, di nhién bao gdém ca bd.

Lindy cling khong thich tén minh. C6 bé bao céi tén nay nghe
nhu ¢4 gai nhé mic vay card mau hong. Khi mdéi bat dau di hoc,
c6 bé mudn tit ca thay 6 goi tén day @l clia minh: Linnetj. Trong
thé chién thi hai, mét anh linh titng nhic dén moét loai chim &
Anh vdi me c6 bé, vé sau me dit tén nay cho Lindy. Karen cling
tiing thl goi chi minh nhu thé, nhung céi tén nay qua that rat ky
la, thé nén chang bao 1au c6 bé danh bd cudc. Nhung Karen rat
théng cdm véi Lindy, mot 1an khi gido vién ctia c6 bé goi dién dén
tim b6 hoic me clia Linnet Anton, dit nham dau nhan am, lac d6
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Karen cam thay bi tén thuong sau sic thay cho chi minh, c6 bé
cling md ho cdm nhin dudc néu lubén bi hiéu 1am, bi cho 1a quai
di, bi ngudi 16n mang 1a dia tré hu, cdm giac sé thé nao.

Karen nghiéng tai nghe ddng tinh bén ngoai clta, sau &6 mdi lang
lang ra khéi phong Lindy, trd vé phong ctia minh.

Trén xe dén nhi thd, me ndi, néu bé khéng dén nha thd sé khong
thé ép bon tré dén xung to6i. Me dap manh thang, rdi néi tiép: “Oi!
T6i xin 16i! Téi tudng minh cé thé chay dudng nay”. Me dang ndi
véi ngudi tai xé xe du lich chay ngudc chiéu, du do6i phuong
khong nghe thay me néi gi. “Rat xin 16i”, me lai néi. R6i me cua
manh bén phai ma ching bao trudc gi, bAnh xe bén phai phia sau
va vao 1é dudng. Karen chiii ngudi vé phia trudc, may ma kip thdi
tam dudc bang déng hd trudc xe, me ¢ bé chang may may ban
tAm. “Mimi Drew cho con di 1é nha thd va hoc 18p gido 1y”, me néi
tiép, “sau d6 vé dén nha, mbi dita déu phai bao cdo diéu minh hoc
duge. Me nghe néi, chdng cb iy 1a ngudi trgd té clia gido hdi nén
kha nghiém khic véi viée day db con cai. Me ciling khéng biét
ngudi trg té 1a gi”.

Tiép d6, me im ling mdt liic, dudng nhu dang suy nghi gi d4. Lic
khéng néi chuyén, xe chay ém hon. Me mac 4o len angora mau
xanh, tuy me ludn lo 1ing chiéc 4o nay lam me tréng béo tron,
nhung qua that né rat vita vin, chi 16 phan bung hdi to chut théi.
Nhung mait khac, né 1am d6i mit xanh cia me cang dep hon.
Karen goi mau mat dé 124 mau xanh thuan khiét - mau xanh dam
khong 1an bat cit tap chat gi. Méi clia me tudi dep vd clung, phia
trén moi cé mot 1ép 16ng mao mau vang méng gan nhu khéng
thay, 1am da me ciing 4nh sic vang nhat. Ban bé Karen luén bao
cd bé c6 ngudi me dep nhat trin ddi. Karen ludn ndi: “O! C4c ban
thay thé sao?”. Nghe nhu c6 bé chua titng nghi dén chuyén nay.
That ra, c6 bé cling nghi thé.
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Ho ré trai, dén dudng Turtle Dove, noi ¢d ban thin ctia Karen 1a
Maureen song, nhung Maureen lai di 16 & m6t nha thd trong
trung tam thanh phd, nén hau nhu cht nhat hai c6 bé khong thé
gap nhau. Khi ho 14di xe ngang qua nha Maureen, Karen md to
mat, nhin vao mai hién noi ching tiing vui choi cd mtia hé. L4
trén cac ciy clia khu vudn nha Maureen dang dan chuyén sang
sac vang, moi thi 3 d6 déu thu hat &nh mit ctia cd bé.

“Néu bd cac con dén nha thd, me cé thé thuyét phuc Lindy ciing
dén dé”, me noéi, “me biét phai tu do tin ngudng, nhung dén nha
thd c6 thé gitp ta khuay khda, cic con thiy dung khéng? Nhu
thé, con bé c6 thé tham gia hdi tiéc ctia thanh nién vao t6i chi
nhat, cé thé gip nhiing ngudi ban lanh manh. Con bé nédi sao nhi
George?”, Pauline vita héi vita nhin George qua kinh chiéu hiu,
“Chi con bao khéng di 1é vi phan d6i gido héi hay mudn ngh
nudéng?”.

Chic chin 13 George sé nhuin vai, “A, dudc r6i!”, me néi. Karen
chuyén tu thé trén chd ngdi, & nhin rd vé mit clia George,
nhung hinh nhu né dang binh tinh nhin cadnh sic bén ngoai clta
s6, hai tay tha 16ng dit trén goi. “Hbi xem Lindy muén di cling
ching ta khong”. Me bao thé trude khi xuit phat, mot ltc sau né
quay lai néi: “Khéng di, chi &y muén & nha”. Lic nay day, c6 1é né
cling mang cam gidc tdi 16i nhu Karen - Lindy cé thé hit can
ngudn oxy cudi cing dudi moét tang ham bat ct liic nao, sau dé
ngat thd ma chét - nhung dudng nhu né chang hé quan tam.

“Me khong hiéu sao bo lai phan d6i tén gido thé, cling giéng nhu
b6 khoéng thich giao tiép”, Pauline néi, rd rang cd lai trd vé van dé
ctia bo ching, “y me 13, bd khéng cé ban bé, cic con chu v thay
cht? Néu khong tinh khach trong cita hiéu va nhitng ngudi quen
biét trong cac budi tiéc clia hang xém ma me ép bd di, hau nhu bd
chang cé 1dy mdt ngudi ban! Con me, trai ngude han véi bé... me
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khong tai ndo sdng dudc néu thiéu ban bé! Me can ban bé chia sé
tam tu tinh cAm ctia minh, tham chi me ching biét minh nghi gi,
mai dén khi ndi chuyén véi Mimi hodc Dot me mdi hiéu dudc suy
nghi ctia minh. O, xin 181, me khéng ngd lai di qua t6c do & day”.

Thé r6i me gidm tdc d6, cho xe chay cham lai, nhung khi cé mét
chiéc xe phia sau bAm co6i mudn vugt qua bén trai, bdng nhién me
lai ting tdc, mot lic sau thi bd xa chiéc xe kia. Me ndi tiép: “Con
hiéu vy me chi, Karen, cdm gidc khi con trd chuyén cing
Maureen... ci George niia, 1a con trai, con ciing rat thich két ban.
Nhung Lindy lai giéng bd con, ciing 1a ngudi khéng sao hiéu nbi!
Pung 1a né 1am khé me r6i!”.

Bong nhién Karen ndy ra mdt y nghi, cé 1& George c6 néi chuyén
véi Lindy that, néu Lindy ling 1& vé phong, chic chin chi iy sé
khoéng mudn cii nhau véi ai, rdi chui vao tdm trai giudng, vi chic
chi ay rat budn ngt... Sau @6 George tho dau vao hoéi: “Lindy, chi
di nha thé khong?”.

“Rangoai”, cd bé ndi réi phtl chdn qua dau, “khdng di, dung phién

»

tao".

Thé roi George néi: “Dudc thdi”, sau d6 ddng clta lai. Karen thay
minh nén sdm nghi dén kha ning nay. C6 bé dua ngudi ra sau,
cdm thay thodi mai hon. Ho lai di ngang qua moét ao ci, xung
quanh roi day 14 d6 va 14 vang. Pay qua 12 mot ngay mua thu dep
troi.

Nhung khi Karen dén phong Lindy l1an nita sau khi tit nha tho trd
vé, cd bé phat hién chiéc 4o khodc nam d6 van nam yén trén
giudng tua nhu khuc gb. Chiéc goi dé van phinh 1én 16m xudng
trong nhu Lindy da vii dau vao d6 viy. Karen déng cita lai, vé
phong, bdng nhién c6 bé thay hoi budén nén.
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“Pén luct ai don ban diy?” me hdi, “Lindy phai khéng? Goi chi
day di! Ngti cling vira phai théi”.

Karen c6 thé tiép tuc 1an tranh van dé nay, nhung béng chdc mét
cdm gidc mét mai tia dén. “Chi 4y khéng 3 nha”. C6 bé thang thin
noi véi me.

“Khéng cé 8 nha?”.

Karen c6 ging gilt vé mat binh tinh. “Thé 13 sao? Chi con khéng &
nha u?”.

“Chi 4y khong cé trén giudng. Con vita vao xem xong”.
“Viy chi con & d4u?”. “Con khong biét”.

Pauline lai quay sang George, né dang an vung 16p dudng 4o banh
kem sdcbla trén ban in. “Con cé thay chi khéng?”.

“Khong”. Giong George cling binh tinh nhu Karen, cé 1€ né cling
thay mét roi.

“Chi con dau cé thé bién mat trong khéng khi chit! Chang phai
sang nay hai dita déu thay chi a? Sao gid né lai khéng 4 nha chit?”.

George va Karen déuim lang.

“Chuyén nay phai diing lai ngay”, me chting kéu 1én, “b6 cic con
& dau? Michael!”, me ném con dao vao trong chdo, chay x6c vao
phong khach. “Michael!”, me lai gio 1én. Chtng nghe thidy me mé&
clta phong Lindy, chay vao trong dé mot lic, roéi xuéng nha. Rat
hién nhién, me dén bén ti vi, mdi sang chfi nhat, bé déu tinh s6
sach gia dinh & d6. Nhung George va Karen & trong bép chang
nghe dudc bd me néi gi véi nhau ca.
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LUc dn com, me toan néi dén viée Lindy bi mat tich. “N¢ dit
giuodng ci nhu né nam & d6 vay”, me ndi, “day 1a c6 am muu
trudc! Chac chan xay ra chuyén gi roi”.

Nhung bo chiing lai hiing thu véi viéc 6n lai s sach gia dinh hon.
“Moi thang”, bo néi, “anh déu cé du toan vao mot muc chi tiéu
nao do. Trudc day anh ting néi chuyén nay vdi em, Pauline”.

“Sao anh cé thé con ngodi nghi dén tién trong ldc con mat tich
ch?”, me buc bdi hoi.

Xem ra, b6 hai v6 tinh, nhung Karen lién nhd ra: bd biét chi Lindy
mat tich mdi hon khoang 1 gid. Tréng me hdi buén cudi, néng
rudt dén chau chit hai may, tay nim chit chiéc dia. Méi 1an
budn, me déu ndi nhiing tit hoa m§: “Em khoéng sao thau hiéu néi
dtta tré song trong gia dinh day tinh thuong yéu va quan tam lo
lang nhu Lindy ma lai...”.

“Chung ta phai néi chuyén véi con bé”, bd néi, “vi du nhu quyén
gép tit thién, khoan quyén gbp nay chang khac gi nhitng chi tiéu
khac. Tuy qua thit né mang dén 1gi ich cho ngudi khac, nhung
ching ta vin phai tinh todn k§. Chiing ta khong thé moét phut
hiing chi lién tiéu tién vao nhiing chuyén khong dau”.

O, hay that, bé lai trd vé dé tai tién bac. Me ngdi thing ngudi hon
nia, héi: “Chang phai trudc day chung ta da néi chuyén nay roi
sao?”.

“Pung thé, nhung gid anh phat hién em lai ky mét chi phiéu
cho...”.

“Michael! Con gai 16n cta anh dang giao du v4i dam tré mac 4o
den c6 tron, an khéng ngoi roi, gid khéng ré dang & dau, song

chét ra sao, thé ma anh chi nghi dén...”.
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“Cha, hiy né tinh Thuong dé, Pauline, em 12 me né, sao lai khong
biét né di dau cd chit?”.

BO me ngdi doi dién 3 hai dau ban, d6i mit sic bén nhin cham
chim d6i phuong. Méi khi dén thdi khic nay, Karen déu cam
thay tot nhat tré con khong nén cé mit. B6 me cd bé qua dung 1a
mdt cip troi sinh! Ludn 1dy ban than 1am trung tdm! C6 bé co
gang tip trung tu tudng vao chiéc dia trén ban, cé ging dung
mudng xtic com 1én. Con George lai in titng thit mét, dau tién né
ra stic khudy dau, sau dé lai trén com véi nudce sét, tiép theo 1a xa
lach Waldorf. N6 dit mot tay 1én ban, tay kia chong dau, nhung
gid chang ai rdnh rbi ma binh luin tu thé cfia né.

Poi dién Karen, ly sita néng ctia Lindy van nguyén dé khong ai
dong dén. Chang thit gi 1dm ban ghét hon 1a ly sita c6 ciing nhiét
d6 vdi can phong, chi nghi théi cling 1am Karen budén nén.

BO dén ctta hiéu trong thanh pho, me chang té y phan d6i, vi
thinh thoing & nha lau qu4, bd sé td ra néng rudt bat an. Con
Pauline nam bit thdi co goi dién cho nhiing ba chi cia minh,
déng thoi héi ho vé chuyén Lindy. “Y em 13, cac chi chua ting gip
chuyén nay, ding khéng?”. C6 hdi. “Tui em chang quan ndi dia
con nay! That tinh, em khoéng hiéu sao gia dinh em lai 1am ra vé
moi chuyén déu tot dep trudc mit moi ngudi kia chit!”.

George dang 1am bai tap lich s, con Karen thi chuan bi trang
phuc cho 1& hdi Halloween. C6 bé quyét dinh cai trang thanh
Castro, vi mudn mdt diéu thudc tit bd Maureen. Nhung rau la
mot van dé 16n, ¢d bé mudn cé mot bd rau thit, khéng mudn vé
rdu bang but 16ng. Cudi cling, c6 bé tim dudc mot cudn chi bong
mau den trong ti kim chi cia me, bén mang né vé phong.

“Em chang hiéu noéi con bé nghi gi”, Pauline dang ndéi chuyén
dién thoai, “nhung em biét 8 mic d6 nao d6, con bé van quan tim
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gia dinh, hoic chi it 1 can gia dinh. Con bé 1am em nhd dén con
meéo trudc kia, dé 1a con méo mun dyc chang gan giii véi moi
ngudi, mbdi 1an bi ddnh, né déu sg co rim minh. Nhung khi chi
dén phong khach, mét Idc sau né ciing di theo moét cich nhan
nh3, tua nhu tinh cd gap chi trong d6 vay”.

Karen cit chi bdng den thanh doan nhd khoang 1 inch, nhim
chiing thanh mét nhiim trén ban trang diém. C6 bé dang cd ging
tinh thoi gian Lindy r6i khéi nha. T6i qua ho #n t8i ltic nao nhi? 6
gid hay 6 gid rudi. Lindy bat dau bién mat ti lic in mén trang
miéng. “Ngobi xudng!” me ra 1énh, “Con vin chua dudc tha thit
dau, tiéu thu. Moi ngudi trong nha vin chua in xong”. T lic d6,
Lindy ctt thap thdm trén ghé, chuin bi ding phat diy bat ctt ltc
nao tua nhu con bup bé nhiin nhay. Sau d4, “Me!” chi goi, “Con
thé day! Con sip mudn rdi!”, me thi thd dai néi “vay...” nhung
Lindy d3 ding diy va r&i khéi phong. Liuc dé chic khoang 7 gid.
TU 7 gid tdi qua dén 7 gid sdng nay 12 12 tiéng roi, dén 12 gid trua
12 17 tiéng, gid da hon 3 gid chiéu, viy Lindy mat tich gan mot
ngay roi.

Néu gid Lindy néi su thit véi me, ma bd khong & canh giai quyét
6n thda moi viéc, chic chin me sé hoang mang bang hoang. Me
hay nghi dén kha ning tiéu cuc nhat - xdc chét bén dudng hoic
cai xdc khd quan bing trang nim trong bénh vién. Nhung néu
chd bd vé rdi mdi nédi, bo sé hdi dong dai: Tai sao ¢ bé ndi sang
nay Lindy nam trén giudng? Tai sao George lai bdo Lindy khéng
mudn dén nha thd? Bo chiing 13 ngudi chinh truc va thit tha thé!
Me hay bdo 1a: di phét hién cé ngudi da bam da thdi gian trong
mady tinh cudc & bii dau xe, bd van kién tri bd tién vao may”. Vi
thé, chi néi véi me thi hon, néu thinh thodng 1am sai gi d6, ban
con ¢ thé hy vong me hiéu dudc. So véi bd, me dé dang thong
cam hon.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Karen nho giot keo 1én ngén trd, sau dé bdi nhe 1én cam. Cam cb
bé rat giong me, nhd xinh va hinh dang ré rang. Nhin qua guong,
cim cd bé dang phat 4nh sang trang clia keo. C6 bé 12y khin gidy
lau ngén trd, roi 1dy mot nhim chi bdng dan ching 1én chd cé
keo, dau chi tia ra bon phuong tAm hudng. Du d4 lau, van cé mét
it chi dinh trén ngdn tay c6 bé, khi budng canh tay xudng lai cé
mdt it chi roi xudng dat. Lic nay trong guong, cam Karen dinh ba
bon soi 16ng den. Do dang cing thang, mit c6 bé gan nhu bién
thanh mau den, cht khéng con 1a mau lam ngoc bich nhu trudc.
Cd mit c6 bé ciang cliing ra vi qua lo lang.

George md& clta phong Karen nhung clta von déng, 18 ra né phai
g6 ctra trudc khi vao. N6 héi: “Mit em sao thé?”.

“Em muon héa trang thanh Castro”. Karen tra 16i. “Sao em khéng
héa trang lam mu phu thily méit c¢é not rudi cha?”.

“Moi ngudi déu lam phit thhiy ca rdi”.
“Moi ngudi déu hda trang thanh Castro day chit”. George ndi.

“Khong c6 dau”.

“Co diy”.

Thé rdi Karen nhuong bd, 1ay khin gidy lau chi bdng trén mait.
“Nghe day”, c6 bé ndi, “em thay nén ndi véi me”.

George khong hdi ¢6 bé ndi gi, ma vao phong, déng ctta lai. “Phai
dé, 6i, anh ciing khong biét”, né néi, “khéng chiing lat nita Lindy
sé vé day thoi”.

“Chi 4y bd nha di hon 20 tiéng réi! Chi 4y chua tiing nhu thé!”.
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“Cha, ching qua chi 4y di chai v6i may ngudi ban dé théi, hon
nita, con cé ba phu hé cho chi ay ma”.

“Em thay ba pht ho théi vin khéng d”. Karen ndi. George nhiin
vai, dung tay khéu may sgi chi den khéng muc dich, gom ching
lai véi nhau, dit gitta ngén tay thanh dudng thang.

“Em thay chic ba khéng ngd ltic nay lai xay ra su viéc ddng sg
thé”, Karen ndi, “tham chi ca bd me cling khéng biét”.

“0, bon tré d6 ciing khong cé gi ghé gdm”, George dang néi dén
bon tré mac d6 den, “bon chiing chi hoi quai dan théi”.

“Ho khoéng chi c6 thé, ho... cé thdi quen xau”. Karen néi.

Ban than Karen khéng thé xac dinh ngudi khéac cé théi quen xau
gi, c6 bé chi biét tit sau khi Lindy chdi véi ho thi di trd thanh con
ngudi khac trudc, mui ngti thay ciing khac, cach néi chuyén
cting khac. Chi ay khéng néi cdu véi bdé me nita, ma binh tinh
cudi nhao ho. B6 lai khd khao dén bat ngd, chang hiéu chi 4y dang
nhao minh. Chi cfing khéng con ninh me rat cé éc sang tao khi
me dung khoen tron trén nap thom déng hdp lam gi d6, “cong ty
Dole nén dung d&nh me 1am quang cdo trang bia tap chi!”. Khi néi
dén sot Pupu noi tiéng thé gidi, chi phat Am qua rd cai tén d6, 1am
George va Karen nén lam mdi khoéng phi cudi. Me théng minh
hon bd, ddu tién me 16 vé khé tin, sau dé mdi ndi: “O... cAm on”.
Nhiing ltc trd chuyén thé nay, Karen déu thay bd me ching ngay
thd dén mtc ngd nghé. Sao ho cé thé trd thanh chd dua cho céc
con chit? Sao c6 thé nudi ba dta con trudng thanh?

“Thé nay”, Karen thi tham véi George, “chting ta hiy néi vdi me
rang, hdm qua ltic dén phong Lindy thi khéng nghe thiy tiéng
chi 4y, chung ta chi tudng 1a nghe thay, nén cé 18 tit dém qua chi
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ay da khong  nha”.
“Sao khong chd bd vé roi néi?”, George hoi.

“Puge, nhung bd sé nghi chiing minh khong thanh thit, hoic sé
co nhitng suy nghi khac”.

“Nhung em biét me sé cé phan tng gi ma”. “Em thay nén néi véi
me”. Karen khang dinh.

“Viy em ct néi, néu khéng sg nghe tiéng thét that thanh ca

me”.
Ching nhin nhau, cim déu hit cao 1én. Me ching dang néi
chuyén qua dién thoai: “O, ding thé! Bon ngudi dé di ¢é 1am gi
cting khong khién em ngac nhién”. Véi Karen, day 1a mét niém an
ii. Chéc chin cé ai dé cho me cd hdi tAm su moi uit tc trong
long. DU sao me ching ciing c¢é rat nhiéu ban bé... Tuy cé 18
khéng lam ta hai long, nhung...

Néu néi véi me chuyén cta Lindy, cé 1€ me sé td ra rat 1y tri.

Nhung George van véi bd dang hit cao cim, Karen hiéu anh
minh sé khéng thay d6i y kién.

Bong nhién me chiing néi vao dién thoai: “Tam biét, chi yéu!”.

Me gic may, bat dau don dep cay canh trong nha, tudi nudc, nho
cd cho mdé cdy xanh um tum ctia me, rdi ngat bd nhiing cai 14
vang trén cdy. Du dudc me chim séc can thin, van cé mdt chau
cdy duong si héo ta. Sau d4, me nhin Karen vdi vé ngac nhién:
“Viy sao giudng Lindy lai bd tri nhu thé?”.

Bat chot, Karen nghi viéc minh 1am bi me phat hién, né dinh néi -
“Me dung day, con lam ca day, chinh con dat 4o khoac & dé” -
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nhung me néi lai néi tiép: “Chic né di bd tri san vio tdi hom
”

qua”.
“T6i h6m qua?”, Karen hoi.

“Vi sao noé lai phai bé tri giudng nhu thé vao budi sang chi?
Khong can thiét ma! N6 hoan toan cé thé ngh & d6, chd ching ta
dén nha thd thi diy ra ngoai. Nhung sang nay con lai bao thay né
trong phong”.

“0”, Karen noi, “con tudng minh thay chi ay”. “That ra con thay
nhiing gi?”.

“0, Um... trén giudng cOm 1én mot khoi”.

Pauline nhin c6 bé héi 1au, sau @6 dit binh phun trong tay xudng.
“George?” Pauline vua goi via néi via di dén phong con trai,
Karen theo sau.

George van dang chdi mé hinh l4p thé ctia né. Tat ca ngudi gidy
déu cit thanh hinh dang giong nhau, diéu nay 1am Karen thay
hoi dang ngd. N6 dang t6 mit ngudi gidy mau hong phan. Khi me
né xdng x6c budc vao, né khong hé ngang dau 1én nhin. “George,
nhd lai xem”, me ndi, “Iic con hdi Lindy dén nha thd khéng, né
tra 15i thé ndo? Hay ngti tiép?”.

“Chi 4y ngt tiép”. N6 tra 16i, rdi véi tay 1y mot ngudi gidy khac.

“Né c¢6 nhiic nhich khéng? Con cé thiy chi cit dong ngudi
khong?”.

“Khéng. Chi iy ctt nam do”.

“Nhung ldc @6 con bao... chang phai con bao chi néi 1a muén ngt
nudéng sao?”.
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“Con cé ndi chi dang ngli nuéng”. N6 tra 1Gi.

Nghe nhu George rat chic chin vé 18i néi cia minh va van tip
trung nghién cttu céng viéc dang 1am, khi dén chdé phai t6 can
thin viung téc, George khom thip lung xudng, diéu nay lam
Karen nifa tin nta ngd. Lic d6, Lindy ndi thé thit sao? Gid c6 bé
cting khong biét cau tra 16i.

Pauline kéu 1én: “Oi, troi!”.

“Me”, George ndi, ddng thdi ngang dau 1én, “Lindy khéng sao dau.
Me sao thé?”.

“Me chi mudn biét néu chi cfia con gip chuyén, con sé nghi sao?”.
Pauline néi rdi ra khéi phong, di xudng nha. Karen theo sau, hy
vong me goi dién thoai cho cic ban. Nhung me khéng 1am thé,
ma di thang dén nha bép. Me kéo rém cita s6 1én, nhin ra ngoai
duong. “Oi”, me 6a khéc nédi, “bd cic con & didu chi? Ong ay
chuyén dén ctta hiéu 3 ludén cho rdi, me dam tin bd con di “két
hén” vdéi ctta hiéu dé tir 1au. Rot cudc 6ng Ay & dau? Lic niy 6ng
ay con & @6 1am gi?”.

“C4 18 me nén goi dién cho bd”. Karen dé nghi. M6t minh an i me
ma khoéng ai giup, diéu nay lam c6 bé rat bat an.

“P6i Idc me cdm thay 6ng Ay c6 tinh choc gidn me nén mdéi dén
d6”, me than van, “chinh me dé nghi chuyén dén ndi nay, gio bo
bat me tra gia! Clta hiéu d6 cé thé thué ngudi quan ly. Néu khéng,
déng ctta quach cho réi, m& mot hiéu mdi & Baltimore”.

“M3 mot siéu thi cling hay day”. Karen ndi. C6 bé chang con thich
ctia hiéu cda bd niia, noi d6 luén c¢é mui banh mi va pho mat
khoéng tuci ngon. Luc nhd, c6 bé rat thich dua ban be dén d6, mai
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cic ban in keo mién phi. Nhung ngay thang dan tréi, cd bé dan
thay dé la mot noi lam minh xau hoé.

“Me nghi chic Lindy dén Mexico”. Pauline vita néi vita quay dau
vao.

“Mexico!”.

“Me biét con bé thich doc nhiing cuén sach néi vé du lich ké vé
nhiing ngudi qua giang xe gitta dudng hoic an cip xe, hay di tau
héa ‘chui’ dén Mexico”.

Luc ndi, tay Pauline nim chit lay rém clia s6, nhung Karen lai
thay 16i cia me Pauline 12 mét niém an i cho minh. O, chi dén
Mexico thoil C6 bé ludn lo ling sé xay ra chuyén khiing khiép
hon: bit céc hodc cudng biic. C6 bé con nhd vao mdt dém no,
Lindy dang ding trudc clta dén xe di xem phim. Khi thay dén xe
di chuyén doc con dudng dén day, Lindy lién chay ra, md clia xe
nhay 1én ngdi, sau dé mdi y thiic dude ngudi tai xé dé minh
khong hé quen biét. Sau d4, c6 bé ké chuyén nay vdi Karen va
George: ngudi dan 6ng trung nién l4i xe Idc dau giat minh, sau d6
trd nén rat vui, dua tay vé 1én goi Lindy, hta sé 14i xe dua cd bé
dén bat ¢t noi nio trén thé gidi cé thé 1am c6 bé vui. Lic dé Lindy
d3 cudi ngit nghéo, con Karen sg dén xanh mit. Chuyén gi ciing
c6 thé xay ra! Thé gidi nay khip noi hiém nguy rinh rip! Nhung
so ra, cudc sdng rudng vudn & Mexico nghe cé vé an toan hon
nhiéu.

“Karen, Lindy c6 ban trai khéng?”, Pauline hdi, “Trong s6 nhiing
ngudi giao du véi con bé co ai dic biét khdng? Nbi me nghe nao!”.

“Chi ay chua tiing ké chuyén d6 véi con”. Karen tra 16i. “Me sg né
bo di bui”.
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Karen ha hoc mom ngac nhién.
“Cho me biét chi con c6 ban trai khong?”.

“Lindy khong két hon dau”, Karen néi, “chi 4y khong tin vao hén
nhan”.

Me cd bé rén ri 1én mot tiéng.

Sau dé, chiéc Chevrolet clia Micheal 14i vao 16i ddu xe canh nha.
Canh tugng d6 ltc nay lam ta thay than thiét va an Gi v6 cung.
“B6 vé roi”. Karen ndi.

“Ky tich chua bao gid ditng lai”. Pauline néi, rdi quay vé phia cita
s0.

Micheal dang binh than budc xudéng xe, dit cai chan dai khang
khiu ti trén san xe xudng, tay nim lay phia trén canh ctlia, diing
thang day.

Mot 1an no, bo titng néi véi me: “Em cé biét anh mudn em thé nao
khong, Pauline? Pliing chao dén anh bang tin xau. Khi anh di lam
vé, em cling nén cho anh thdi gian bd chia khéa xe xudng, cdi 4o
khodc, thd 1ay hoi rdi méi ndi anh nghe nhitng chuyén nhu tic
bon cau...”. Nhung chiéu hém nay, vin chua chd bd vio nha, me
d3 ma clta, khéc am 1én: “Lindy bd nha dén Mexico roi!”.

“Sao?”.
“Hodc 1a noi khac. Em biét trudc sé xay ra chuyén nay ma”.
“Néi 1an nita xem, Pauline. Con bé 1am gi?”.

“Né khéng 3 nha, gi¥ em mdi biét héa ra né khéng  nha, y em 14
tu toi h6m qua. Chung ta ngd né 8 nha nhung khoéng phai. N6
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mat tich r6il”.

B6 nhin Karen.

“Sang nay con va George cling ngd chi 4y nam trén giudng,
nhung thuc té thi chiing con thay 13 b6 d6 ngti cudn dai”. Karen

noi.

“Chting ta phai bio canh sit”, me néi véi bd, “anh goi dién di,
Michael. Ho xem trong 1Gi ctia dan 6ng hon”.

“0, phai, caAnh sat”. Bd néi. B6 di luét qua me, dén phong khach
r6i ngoi phich xudng ghé salon, 4o jacket con maic trén ngudi.
“Em biét cdnh sat sé ndi véi ching ta: sau 24 gid hay goi lai cho
ho”.

“Nhung d3 24 gid roi! N6 di ltic ca nha an tdi hém qua, gid d3 hon
4 gid chiéu ngay hém sau roi!”.

“Pauline, sao em khong di tim nd ti s6m? Sang nay Lindy da
khéng 3 nha ma?”.

“N6 bo tri giudng trong nhu dang ngi & @6 vay”.
“Nhung George néi vdi anh... Karen cling néi vdi anh...”.

“Chung bi lital Con bé ra ngoai tit téi hém qua, dén gid van chua

thay vé!”.

Lan nay, bo khdng bao me gii binh tinh nita, ma ngdi ling trén
ghé salon, hai tay nam chit 1ay géi.

“Michael, goi dién mau!”, me van xin.
Bat gidc, George di dén trude clta phong khach, bo nhin né cham
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cham. “Dé anh nghi nao”, mdt ltc sau bo nédi, “tinh tit khodng sau
bay gid hd6m qua, cé 1€ bay gid chinh xac hon, dén bon gid chiéu
nay... chicé 21 tiéng”.

Me chiing gian dii théi ra mot tiéng “phir”.

“Néi véi ho, chi 4y bd di ltic 4 gid”. George kién nghi. “Sao? Néi d6i
véi canh sat?” bd hoi, “Lam thé ich gi cho chung ta chi? Khong
dudgc, chiing ta chd dén 7 gic vay, luc d6 anh sé goi dién”.

“Michael, hiy né tinh Thugng dé!”, me nghen ngao van xin.

“Bay gid, chiing ta phin dodn xem nao. Em di lién lac véi bd me
ban be né chua?”.

“B6 me ban bé gi chit?

Chung ta cé quen ho dau! Chung ta dau biét né giao du véi nhiing
dita ndo, bon chiing tén gi, & dau...”.

“Sao lai c6 chuyén nhu thé?” bo hdi. Trong bo qua rat bat ngg, du
me chung da néi chuyén nay véi bo v6 so6 1an. “Karen? George?
Chac cic con biét bon tré dé”.

“0”, Karen ndi, “cé mdt ngudi tén Smoke”. “Smoke?”.

“Chinh ngudi @6 cho Lindy mudn mdt cudn sich ma chi ay luén
miéng khen hay”.

“Vay, ‘Smoke’ c6 ho gi chu?”.

“Khéng biét”, Karen tra 16i, “con chang biét gi ca, con chi thay cai
tén d6 rat dac biét”.

Me héi: “Cé khi nao day 1a ban trai Lindy khong?”. “Con khéng
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biét”, Karen ndi, “con thay khéng phai”. “Oi, sao con bé bi an thé
nhi? N6 mudn che giau diéu gi?”.

“Pauline, binh tinh nao”, bd ching nédi, “truy rd ngon ngudn
chang gii quyét dudgc van dé dau”.

“Trdi a, Michael! Con gai 16n chting ta bién khdi trai dat nay roi
day!”.

“Thuc t&, né khéng vé nha dung gid théi. Rat c6 thé né di... O, cb
18 né tham gia tiéc tiing gi d6 rdéi ngti lai nha ban bé”.

“Tiéc tung!” me gao 1én, ndi xong, dudng nhu me da nhuong bo,
ngoi xudng ghé, hai tay 6m lay mat.

“Pung 7 gid”, bd ndi, “anh sé goi cho canh sat”.

B6 liéc nhin ddng hod trén th sach, thdi gian hién thila 4g17. Bo lai
quay nhin me, me ciing dang nhin bé, tiéng déng ho kéu tich tac
16n nhu tiéng budce chan.

Hai vién cdnh sat tra 16i may, mdét gia va mot tré. Lic sau, ho
ditng xe bén dudng, dé tat cd hang xém déu thiy, sau dé budc
nhiing budc rat vang dén trudc cta nha, khéong chd ho bam
chubéng, me di ra mé& ctta. “Mdi si quan vao! CAm on cdc si quan
dén kip thdi, si quan khong biét t6i...”.

Karen thay 18i me néi nghe hoi budn cudi. Bdng nhién, tinh hinh
trong nha rat hon loan: me chay di chay lai trong phong khach
v6i bd dang hoi hop; bd mit nghiém tic, 1am ra vé chuyén nay vo
cing quan trong. Hai vién canh sat chon hai chiéc ghé ngbi
khong thodi mai nhat trong nhai - ghé ¢é lung gdm hai tru néi
bang nhiing thanh ngang, @6 ting 1a chd ngdi ctia ba ndi Anton
Iic con song. Khi ho ngbdi xudng, trén ngudi phat ra tiéng kéu cot
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ket, c6 18 do bao sting den ciing ngac treo & thit lung, hoic bd
déng phuc cta ho - tréng nhu dudc may ti loai vai cting hon
nhiéu so véi chat liéu binh thudng. Vién canh sat gid véc ngudi
gay nho, nhung rat rin chic; vién canh sat tré rat to béo, khuén
mit khong rau, nhin tré con. Vién canh sat tré héi tén day dq,
tudi va dic trung dién mao ctia Lindy, bao gdbm ca bd trang phuc
mic khi bd nha di. Mau den, moi ngudi chi cé thé cung cap diém
nay. Anh ghi tat ca ciu tra 18i vao cudn sb tay cé gian 10 xo & phia
trén, cuén sd nay cé thé mua dude & bat ci cita hiéu vin phong
pham nao. Céy viét bi anh dang cam 1a cay viét bAm di theo bo véi
cudn so.

“Chung tbi tiing gip rat nhiéu vu thé nay”, vién canh sat gia néi
v6i bd me, “chiing bat dau quen ban trai, bat dau phét 16 quy dinh
gid cAm cla... Chiing t6i thudng tim thay ching & bang Maryland
va Elkton. C3 hai bd trén dén ndi cé thé két hén ma khéng can
chd cho &0 tudi”.

“O, nhung tdi thiy né ching cé ban trai”. Me néi. “Hiy thi 18i khi
toi néi diéu nay, thua ba, b0 me luén la ngudi cudi cung biét
chuyén”.

“Ong biét day, Lindy thich di cling mét nhém ban hon, chu
khong thich di riéng véi ban trai”.

Vién canh sat tré khéng ghi lai doan tro chuyén nay, du Karen
mong mudn anh lam thé. Anh nhin vién canh sat gia va do hoi.
Vién cdnh sat gia dang ndi: “T6i biét”.

“T6i hiéu”. Ong lip lai 1an nita, sau dé bao: “Mbdi ngay cd bé di
cung bao nhiéu ngudi ban, ba cé thé doan ching so6 lugng
khong?”.
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“0, c6 thé cb... bao nhiéu nhi, Michael? 5 dita? 6 dia?”. “Co bé di
chadi véi ddm ban trai dé sudt dém sao?”. “Oi, tréi, khong phai!
Lindy c6 vai gié 8 nha, hon nita nhém ban ctia né khéng chi toan
con trai, ding khéng, Karen? Pung thé, di nhién cé ca con gai
niia, ching 13 mét nhém may dda tré cd nam va nit tu hop véi
nhau, khéng chi cé con trai”.

“C6 bé c6 udng rucgu khdng, thua ba Anton?”.

“Ubng... rucu? A, di nhién 1a khéng! Né mdi 17 tudi! Pang 13 hoc
sinh 16p 11, lai thudng xuit hién trén bang danh du ctia nha
trudng day!”.

“Mii cho dén ndm I18p 11”. Vién canh sat gia nhic lai va nhin vién
canh sat tré. Sau dé 6ng noéi tiép: “Hiy cho t6i biét: cd bé cé
thudng lui téi chd ndo khéng? Vi du nhu quan bar hay hép dém
gi d6, cé 18 cht quan biét chut théng tin gi vé c6 bé?”.

“Quan bar!?” me Karen kéu 1én, cung luc d96, b6 Karen néi: “Thua
ong, t6i nghi chac 6ng hiéulam réi”.

Hai vién canh sat déu tip trung nhin Micheal. Vién canh sat tré
bam thu dau viét lai, dé ching td minh dang tip trung cao do.

“Cé 18 con gai chiing t6i hoi ndi loan”, bd Karen ndi, “thinh
thodng né vé kha mudn, thiéu tén trong ngudi 16n, nhung né
tuyét d6i khong say men cting bon du ding trong quan bar, né
khong phai dda ching ra gi, né khéng phai... rac rudi, hidu
khong?”.

“T6i hiéu, thua dng”. Vién canh sat gia dap. Nhung hai ngudi ho

chang chut thay d6i, vAn ngdi 6 véi vé mit lanh nhu bing, trong
binh tinh va lich su v6 cung.
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Lan nay & mdt géc phong, cad nha Karen dua mat nhin nhau. B6
me chting ngdi trén ghé salon, George ngdi trén ghé tay vin,
Karen ngdi trén ghé ném trudc mit George. Ho chang néi ciu
nao, tham chi chang ai nhudc nhich, nhung Karen thay khoang
cach gitta ho chang hiéu sao lai gan nhau hon.

Theo théng 18, bita t6i ch nhat thudng dién ra rat sém, nhung
chang ai thiy ngon miéng, ho déu ngbi chd dién thoai cia cdnh
sat. Du sau khi hai vién canh sat roi khoi, Karen néi v4i me: “Con
d6i rdi!” bé cb bé ciling néi: “Anh nén nudng it sandwich phé mat
ching? Péi qua”. P4 1a mén rudt ctia bd, mot nim chilam vailan.

Thé 14 ho vao bép. B6 1ay ra mét cai chdo day bang hinh vuéng va
mdt khoi phé mat hinh vién gach to 16n. Chi trong vai phut, ca
cin bép thom nong mui phé mat. N6 lam Karen cdm thay cé chit
khong khi ngay 18. 0, cAm glac nang né dang cau xé da day ctia cd
bé. C6 bé van chi1y dong tinh & clta. “Tdi dAm chic, con gai 6ng ba
t6i nay sé cup dudi vé nha”. Vién canh sat gia di noéi thé. Cudi
cting, hai ké ngoc nghéch ciing rdi khdi. Tiéng may bd dam kéu 6
6 trong tay vién canh st gid cling bién mat. Dudng nhu nhiing
ngudi khac trong nha cling c6 cam gidc tuong tu: bé diing bén
bép 10, vung mua ciy dao trong tay, bat chudc giong clia dau bép
ngudi Phap; me cling thu gidn d6i chat, mim cudi ding mot bén
quan sat; George ludi nhic dua vao moét chiéc ghé trong bép, cé
thé hop mit gia dinh thé nay, véi cdu bé qua rat hiém cé.

“L3, 13, 1a”, b6 vita hat vita 1dy miéng sandwich mau niu nhat
trong chdo ra, “mdén nay rat thich hop cho nhiing thanh nién
khong thich #n sandwich nuéng chay”. B6 dit sandwich da
nudng vao mot chiéc dia, dua cho Karen. Karen nhiin goi, dua hai
tay ra @814y chiéc dia tua nhu 6 hau.

M

“Cup dudi,” me ndi, “em ghét cum tit nay, moi ngudi thay sao?”.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



“A, ho biét gi chit?” bd ndi, “Chang hiéu sao 6ng ta 1am canh sat
dugc! Ho chang han ché cadn ning sao?”.

Khi quay ngudi dua sandwich cho George, Karen phat hién trong
nha chi minh anh né khéng cudi, ma trd mit. Lic d6, co bé rat
mudn biét chuyén gi dang 1am George rdi rim, vai phtit sau, cd bé
chot nghi ra: O, 1a Lindy, suy nghi nay dudng nhu lam cd bé bi
tring mot don ning né.

Trong dau Karen hién 1én cianh Lindy mic bd trang phuc bé sat
ngudi mau den, dédng sam ctta phong, 1am khung clta rung dén
mudn nut ra; canh tugng Lindy 6m bung cudi khi bude 1én xe
mdt ngudi xa la. Mbi su viée déu 1an lugt hién ra trude mit, ctt
nhu Lindy hién gid dang vung vy nim dam, gao thét, khéc 14c,
cudi rd. Lindy 13 diém sang cia cin nha nay, 13 hinh anh tugng
trung cho sy diing cdm va mao hiém.

Karen thay tan nat cdi long, nhung van kién tri dua dia cho
George: “Banh sandwich ctia 6ng day, thua 6ng”.

TUing cé moét khoanh khac, George dudng nhu ha quyét tim 1am
gl dd, roi vé mat nd thu gidn hon nhiéu.

Lindy lic nay van khéng rd tung tich, nhung bong nhién trong
long Karen tran day hy vong, hy vong nay gan nhu 1am c6 bé
thay choang vang. Vé&i cd bé, cé 1é tit ltic nay, gia dinh ho cudi
cling da cé thé séng nhiing thang ngay hanh phc.
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Chuong 4

' I lrong tri nhé cia Michael cé mét héi tc thdi tho Au mii anh
khong bao gic quén.

Anh cuing me va anh trai dang di trén duong Boston, lic d6 anh
khoang 8 tudi, Danny di 12. Ho di mua it d6, nhung gid anh
khéng con nhé mua gi, cé 18 13 vit dung hang ngay va nhiing thu
khac. Vi phai di mua nhitng thit nay nén trudc khi chua dén clta
hiéu, anh di thay rat buc minh vi mét méi. Me va anh trai rao
budc di nhanh, bé lai Micheal di mét minh & phia sau, 1am anh
giadn dén muc ctt mii nhin ho bing na con mat, anh con nhin
mii khi ngti thay mui ca chua néng tda ra tit trong xudng ché
bién @6 hdp. “Pi mau 1én”. Me di trudc goi vong lai. Bdng nhién,
Danny ngi lan trén via he, Michael cudi rd 1én. Anh ngd Danny
dang choc cudi ngudi me chang cé éc hai hudc gi. Me véi chay dén
d& Danny diy, nao ngd anh lai ngi xudng. Michael con nghich
ngom che mdt tay 1én miéng cudi vui, nhung khi nhin thay sic
mit cia Danny, anh ciing sg hét hon.

“Danny?”, me hot hoang goi, “Danny!”.
) . . )
“Con cling chang biét chuyén gi nita”. Danny nai.

Michael sg dén sling ngudi. Béng nhién anh thay Johnny Dimsky
va Johnny Ganek & ngay phia trudc. Ho 1a vdn déng vién béng
chay xuit sic nhat clia trudng tiéu hoc St. Cassians. Michael cang
cing thing hon, anh ciu xin Thuong dé, diing dé ho thiy tinh
canh nay.

Tu sau hém d9, thinh thodng Danny khéng di dugc. Péi lic anh
danh roi ca coc sita xuéng dat. Moi ngudi déu khong biét anh sé
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x4y ra chuyén gi.

Di nhién, ho hdi rat nhiéu bdac si vé tinh trang ctia Danny. Ngoai
ra, bd me Michael cé thao luan van dé nay véi hang xém. Michael
thay bénh tinh Danny rat nguy hiém. Nhat 13 & noi cdng cdng,
anh luén ngdi thang dd, cd cing cling. Micheal cau mong co bap
ctia Danny hoat déng binh thudng, chit néu ngudi ngoai biét bi
mat clia gia dinh, sé mat mit biét nhudng nio.

Vé sau, nhiing thang ngay vat va nay md dan trong ky tc clia
Micheal. Anh chi nhé dai khai Danny ngdi trén chiéc xe 1in hoic
nam thang trén giudng, me ngdi bén canh cam ly cho Danny hut
nudc. Vao mét dém muia ddng cach sinh nhat 1an thit 19 khéng
bao 14u, Danny qua ddi. May ma lic dé Michael dang say giac,
chang biét gi ca. Sang sém khi thiic diy, Micheal phat hién Danny
d3 khoéng con nita, giong ndi 1an bd dang ngdc nghéch khi néi
chuyén trudc diy ctia anh ciing bién mait. Duy chi con méi
chuyén xay ra trén dudng Boston cach day rat 1au 1a dong siu
trong ky tc anh.

GiS day, Michael thay cudc d&i minh tya nhu dang di trén con
dudng Boston viy. Anh ludn phai che giau mét diéu gi dé. Di
nhién cubéc hén nhin ctia ngudi khac khéng long dong nhu ctia
anh! Con gai nha ngudi ta ciing khong khé day bao thé! Anh 1én
quan sat hang xém, mong rang sé phat hién mot vai van dé cta
ho, nhung ching thiy cé gi nghiém trong. Mimi Drew trach
chéng minh, nhung c6 van au yém khodc tay anh; con gai Brian
di hen ho vé tré cling bi cAm cita, di1 6 cii lai vai 161, nhung c6 bé
van chiu phat.

Cudi cting, Lindy ciing khéng vé nha.

Sau lan dau tién bién mat, Lindy dudng nhu da tip thanh théi
quen khéng nghe 18i day bdo cia bd me. Mbi 1an bi bd me la
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mang, c6 bé lién bd nha di. Canh sat cang mat kién nhan hon véi
nhiing ct dién thoai ctia ho. Hon nita ho ciing chang mang quan
tdm dén chuyén nay niia. Ca hiéu trudng ciing chi hdi qua loa
mdt sd van dé vé nha Anton vdi 16i 18 c6 y khinh miét.

Vao nim hoc cudi, ¢d bé bi dinh chi hoc hai 1an. Lan dau vi tron
hoc, 1an thit hai vi huat thude. Trong ky nghi Gidng sinh, bong
nhién c6 bé bién mat, ba ngay sau trd vé ching mot 15i giai thich
gi. Ho dua né dén mét bac si tdm 1y do nha trudng gidi thiéu. C6
bé lai ué oai cui thip dau trong phong bac si, chang néi chang
rang.

Hoc ky mdi vao mua xuan, vi mang theo sau chai bia trong gic
thé duc, ¢d bé bi dinh chi hoc mét tuan. Hiéu trudng gidi thiéu
cho ho moét ngbi trudng danh riéng cho nhiing dda con gai
chuyén gay rac rdi & phia tay Virginia, nhung Michael va Pauline
khong chiu dude khi phai dua con dén noi d6. Ho thay minh
chang con cach nao d€ gitp con ho nita. Trong mot tuan bi dinh
chi hoc, Lindy ngdi xem ti vi sudt trong phong. Pauline néi véi
Michael rang khi diing may hut bui don dep nha clta, Lindy luén
ngdi thit ngudi 8 d6 chang néi 16i ndo, mit nhin chim chim Dave
Garroway trén ti vi, du binh thudng c6 bé ludén cudi nhat khinh bi
trudc nhiing ngudi cho rang ti vi 13 “thtc in tinh than” khong thé
thiéu.

Mot budi chiéu no, bdng nhién cé khiach dén nha. Ba diia con trai
va mdt dta con gai mic d6 den, ching c6 tinh xudng tang ham.
Thuc té, thai d6 clia Pauline trudc sy viéc nay ciing cé chut thay
d6i. Khong ngd ¢6 mdi chtiing vao nhi, con mang banh dii chiing.
Khi c6 budc vao, chiing déu khéng néi chuyén, nhung chi it ciing
1am bam cdm on, ddng thdi rit chan lai. “Hém nay trdi dep that”,
c6 néi véi chiing, “sao cac chau khong ra ngoai vudn ngoi nhi?”.

“Me”, Lindy ndi, “me cdé ngai khi dé chiing con néi chuyén riéng
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khong?”.
Pauline ndi: “Me chi gép y chut théi”,

Sau d6 cd ndi vdi Michael vé dita con trai, ddng ngudi cao gay,
cim c6 mot chém rau, tréong chang lanh manh, chic 13 da cam
dau nhém. Ltc ¢d & trén 1au, ludn nghe thay né 1au bau, hon nita
dudng nhu né ct lugn vong quanh Lindy. Khi nghe néi dita cam
dau nhém thich con gai minh, Michael béng nhién thay cé chut
hinh dién, thdm chi ban thin anh ciing bat ngd trude suy nghi
nay.

Hom dé 1 thit sadu. Pén thi hai, Lindy trd vé trudng, bd dang
ngoan ngodn vang 16i, mang theo tip sach va ba 16 bang vai bo
mau niu nhat ké soc. Vé sau Pauline néi véi Michael, c6 thay 1an
dinh chi hoc nay qua that cé tic dung. “Y em 13, d& con bé ludi
nhac mot tuan di da r6i”, c6 ndi, “chi sang nay, em chang can can
nhdn bdo né chuin bi cho mau, em thiy né rat vui khi dén
truong. Em tin con bé da c6 dugc bai hoc”.

Hom d6, Michael ciing rat thodi mai vui vé. Hién nhién may
thang gan diy anh ludn lo ling so hii, mai dén khi ndi lo sg nay
bién mat anh mdéi y thic dudc.

Karen ba gid tan hoc vé nha, din theo c6 ban thin Maureen.
George khoang 4 gid rudi thi vé dén nhi, nhung Lindy vin chua
thay dau.

Lic 6 gid, Michael vé, Itic nay Pauline dang néng rudt. “Chung ta
phai 1am sao diy?”. Anh vita budc vao clia cb lién héi ngay. Va
anh luén cau nguyén Pauline diing 1am thé mdi khi anh vita vé
dén nha! “Chung ta khong thé goi dién thoai dén trudng! Ho sé
nghi lai xay ra chuyén gi r6i”.
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“C4 1& con bé dang 6n bai”, Michael néi, “Thay sé gitp né theo kip
tién trinh trong 18p. Pliing quén rang, né di 16 mat bai mét tuan

))

nay”.
“Ciing 6 gid r6i, chang thay c6 nao day hoc sinh gid nay!”.
“Coléla...”.

“Hon nita thay co cling khong cho phép né 6n lai bai dd bd, né bi
dinh chi hoc ma!”.

“Pauline, ching ta di kiém tra hang tén nhé. Gid van con sém, cap
III thuong... c6 mét s6 hoat dong ngoai khda hodc nhiing viéc
khac”.

“Oi, Thuong dé pht hd, Michael, anh nghi né dang tip kich sao?”.
Anh ghét Pauline néi bang giong diéu d6, qua gay gat cay nghiét.

M3i dén 7 gid rudi ho mdi an tdi. Moi ngudi chang ai néi véi ai.
Hai dta tré chi khom ngudi ma dn. Michael chang nu6t néi thi
gi, hon nita cdm gidc s¢ hdi mdt 1an nita bao trum lay anh.

Vao lic d6, anh ¢é y thiic dude rang 1an nay Lindy sé bién mat
mai mii khéng? Vé sau nhd lai, anh mdi phat hién minh chi 14
Gia Cat Lugng sau khi su viéc did xay ra, chi khéng phai Khdng
Minh doan chuyén nhu than. Anh con nhd rat rd sang sém hém
dé. Cling gidng nhu ltic Pauline néi khi than oan, anh phai nghi
ngd cht, ba 16 clia ¢6 bé trong rat ning, chang thay sach dau, diéu
rd rang nhat 1a: 1tic ndo ¢ bé cling dé phong, tat ca déu 13 10i canh
b4o cho anh. L& nao Pauline khéng nghi dén sao? Lé ra truc giac
phai mach bao c6 ay chu! Michael ludén nghi c6 rat cé tinh than
trach nhiém. Khi bi canh sat, 1danh dao trudng, hang xém, ban hoc
va nhitng bac phu huynh khac truy héi, anh chang néi gi c3, ci
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nhin Pauline véi 4nh mat trach méc. Pauline dang 6m dau via
khéc vita néi lung tung, tréng cd chang con binh tinh nita. Pay la
lan dau tién anh thay c6 buén bi thé. Trudc diy anh ludén nghi
minh khéng théng minh bing c6, nhung gi¢ hiy nhin c6 xem!
Hay nhin ma xem!

“T6i mong anh hiéu con gai t6i 1a dta dting dan”, c6 néi véi mot
vién canh sat, “n6 khéng phai la dia tré pham t6i ma anh dang
tuan tra, né khéng chao ddi trong mét gia dinh v6 gido duc, né
ciing chua tiing pham t6i. N6 chi...! N6 chi 14... Oi, t6i cling chang
biét thit ra né thé nao! Ban than téi cling 1dy 1am la! T6i chua
tiing gip chuyén thé nay! Téi thé, sau khi trudng thanh né sé
gidng nhu nhiing da tré khic. Khéng cé hanh vi nao vugt khuén
khd, anh cling chang can phai suy xét nhiéu. Di nhién, né rat
uong nganh, nhung biét nghe 16i. Nhung t6i chua titng nghi né
lai cé hanh vi cuc doan nhu thé, ctt nhu béng chdoc thay déi hoan
toan va trd nén khé hiéu! Oi, chic anh ciing cé con. Anh biét
chiing thé nio: d6i Itc rat khé bao, rat ngoan cd. Nhung diéu dé
khong cé nghia ching sé mat tich, ding khéng? Tai sao Lindy lai
mat tich kia ch(1? Tai sao? Pén gid, téi van rat gidn nhiing dda
choi chung véi né. Nhung hém qua, khi Leila Brand dén nha...
Anh cé ndi chuyén vdi c6 Brand khéng? Me cia Howard Brand,
chung goi nd 1a Smoke. N6 1a moét trong hai dita khéc cing bé nha
di phai khong? Ai cha, Leila 1a ngudi sdng quy cil va lich sy nhit.
C6 4y mac chiéc 4o ngoai chui dau giong hét cai tdi mua & cla
hién Penny vao thing trudc, con ca mai téc ngin mugt ma tuyét
dep. Ai ngd dudc rang cb ay cé dlia con trai rau ria 18m chdm, tinh
tinh quai dan kia chtt? Hon nita t6i cé thé chic chin ¢6 4y ciling c6
suy nghi gidéng t6i. T6i 13 me clia dta con gii hu héng Lindy
Anton dan con trai c¢6 iy 1am dudng lac 16i. Chac chin cb ay sé
nghi thé”.

Sau dé Pauline lai nghen ngio khong néi tiép dudc nita, khéc nac
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1én, nhung Michael khéng dén an i ¢6, van ngdi ngay ra d4, hai
tay ndm chit 1y dau goi, mat nhin chim chim vién canh sat.
Anh nhd Pauline khéng chi mét 1an nhac dén tit “chting t6i” hoic
“clia chiing t6i” khi néi dén Lindy. Ma hau nhu trude day chuyén
gi co dy cling néi “t6i” va “clia t6i”, et nhut ¢ bo phim chi cé minh
c6 ay dién. Anh thay minh trd nén lanh ling véi Pauline, hon niia
anh mong mudn vién canh sit hiéu rang vg chong anh ching
gidng nhau chut nao.

Lic dau, Michael thay Lindy cé thé xuit hién bat ctt ltic nao: hom
nay, ngay mai hoic ngay kia. May tuan sau, chi can dién thoai
trong ctia hiéu d6 chudng, anh lién nghi ngay 1a Pauline goi dén
bdo Lindy da vé. C6 thé budi tdi Lindy 1én vé nha, sang hom sau
sé thiy c6 bé nam ngli ngon trén giudng. Mdi sang thic day,
Michael déu dén kiém tra phong cbé bé. Anh nghi Pauline chic
cting 1am thé, vi clta phong dang ma.

Sau d6, vai tuan bién thanh vai thiang, ho cling mat hy vong,
khong héi thiic canh sat nita, cling khong thdo ludn xem phai
1am sao. Piéu ddng ngac nhién 1a méi sang thiic ddy Michael luén
nhé dén chuyén Lindy mat tich. Anh mong dfmg hai budc @é
quen chuyén nay tan huang cai nang am ap mua he va chim
dam trong tiéng xe hoi nd may rén vang cla hang xém. Thé
nhung, mdi khi anh md& mat ra, déu y thiic siu sic rang: Lindy d3
mat tich.

Sao anh quén dugc chuyén d6 chi? Péi khi anh mudn quén di du
chi moét gidy nhung ciing khong thél

Anh biét suét ddi Pauline cling khéng quén dudc. Anh biét cb
luén nghi dén chuyén nay. Anh ciing thay viéc Lindy mat tich da
1am c6 gia di. Hai nép nhin trén tran cd ngay cang siu dan, lung
cling ngay cang khom, hét nhu ngudi phu nit trung nién. Tham
chi khi nghe George hay Karen ké nhitng mau chuyén vui, trong
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c6 cling nhu dang cudi gugng gao.

Nhung chic chin moét diéu, chuyén nay khéng lam quan hé ctia
ho than mat hon. Thinh thoang, Michael nghi cé 1& d3 dén Itic ho
phai két thic. Anh thay su ra di ctia Lindy 14 dau cham hét cho
cudc hoén nhan cfia ho: bd me dang déng kich, bd me chang phai
vd chong, day ciing khéng phai mét gia dinh dtng nghia. Michael
khong thich ké chuyén nay véi ngudi ngoai. Mot sd hang xém
mdi dén gid vin khong biét chuyén. Pauline lai thich ké tudng
tan véi ngudi khac, nhung khi moi ngudi héi Michael cé may dia
con, anh lién tra 16i: “Hai da. Con trai 16 tudi, con gai 12 tudi”.
M&bi khi anh néi thé, tim Pauline dau nhéi. “Sao anh cé thé khong
thita nhan con gai rudt cia minh ch?”, c¢6 thudng hdi anh thé va
anh tra 16i, “Ho chi mudn biét con cai nha ta cé bang tudi véi con
c4i nha ho khéng théi. Anh ndi thé, dé tranh phién phtic”.

“Em thay anh khong thanh thit. Anh 1dam em rat nhuc nha”.

“C6 ngudi néi day 1a sunhuc nhj, cling c6 ngudi ndi 1a khéng can
trong, con anh luén thay khéng can thiét phai ndi van dé nha
minh véi tat cd moi ngudi”.

“Pay khéng phai van dé, Michael! Pay 1a su that! Su thit dang so
va btic béi trong cudc sdng clia chtng ta!”.

“Khong can thiét phai déng kich thé”. Anh néi véi cd. “Pudc rdi,
chi it em cting khéng phai khtic gb nhu ai dé!”.

Gid day Michael khong tudng tuong Lindy “cé thé vé nha hom
nay” hoic “cé thé tuan sau sé vé” nita, ma bat dau hy vong Lindy
sé vé vao nhitng dip quan trong. Vi du nhu ngay Qudc té lao
dong, khi ho nudng thit ngoai vuon theo 1é thuong, trudc day
Lindy chidng bd qua lan nao, cd bé rit thich mén thit nudng.
Nhung gid c6 bé khdng xuat hién, qua that rat buén. Trudc dém
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Giang sinh nim 1961, Michael bat chiap nguy hiém, thip sang
dén trén ciy théng Gidng sinh sudt dém. H6m Gidng sinh, anh
thiic dy tit sdng sém, gidng nhu nhitng dda tré qua hao hic, rén
rén ra vao phong khach, nhung chi thay Pauline ngl say trén
sopha.

Anh biét Pauline nén nao vé sinh nhat clia minh - chi it 12 mot
tam thiép chiic miing hoic mét ct1 dién thoai ctia Lindy. Khi anh
hédi, cé mudn ra ngoai dung bita khéng, c6 bdo muén & nha in
com véi cac con. Thim chi, anh thay ¢6 chd ngudi dua thu ca
ngay, hon nita mdi khi dién thoai reo, c6 déu chay véi dén nghe
mady, nhung ching dudc gi. Michael c6 gang doi x{ tot vdi c6, nén
vS nhu khéng thay su hut hing d6. Nhung c6 khong 1am thé, vi
ba thang sau la sinh nhat Michael, trudc Itc di ngd, ¢d ndi: “Anh
yéu, diing chap nhit 1am gi, chic né quén thoi”.

“Ai quén?”, anh gia ngiy héi. C6 hdn anh, sau dé tat dén.

Néu George va Karen nén nao, chiing sé khong dé bd me biét. Tt
sau khi Lindy mat tich, ching ciing thay d6i, trd nén tram ling
hon. Khéng khi trong nha rat khé chiu. Tat ca nhitng hén loan
Lindy gy ra trudc diy, nhitng 1an cii nhau trén ban in, nhiing
Itic tranh chdp quyén luc, gid diy nghi lai qua rat thu vi. Cling ltc
d6, Michael dudng nhu héi han khi phat hién hai dta con lai
tréng rat nhat nhéo va khong cé ca tinh gi ndi bat. George qua
nghe 16i va Karen vdi nét diu dang ctia mot c6 bé ngoan lam anh
d6i Itc buc bdi. Anh chi muén néi véi ching: “Hay boc 16 chit stic
song di!” dit anh biét minh ciing rat sau nio.

Thinh thodng cinh sat goi dién dén, Michael danh dau trén lich.
“T6i chi néi nhiing viéc cd ban nhat, khong déng dai. Ngudi phu
nii in cip xe 6 bang Oklahoma hinh nhu titng thay Lindy, nhung
sau d6 lai bao khéng cé...”. VSi ngudi nhu thé, Michael ching thé
lich su nodi, anh bat dau tin ring tit ca canh sat déu 1a dd bé.
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Nhung trude day ho khang dinh ring: c6 bé sé tu déng vé nha
thoi. Ho chua tiing nghiém tic nhin nhan vu viéc nay. Khi Smoke
gdi tam buu thiép cho anh ho né, trén dé viét: “Chao anh ban! T6i
qua tui nay cim trai & d6 day”. Micheal thay canh sat di qud ciu

tha.

B6 me Smoke chuyén dén Florida, cat dut lién lac véi ho. Nam
1963, ho phat hién dda con trai thit hai Clement Anies sdng
chung v4i mot ¢6 gai ngudi Puerto Rico & Chicago. Clement néi
véi bd me, sau khi bd nha di dude mét tuan, né di tan dan xé
nghé véi hai ngudi kia - vi tranh chap vé tién bac. N6 ciing khong
biét Lindy thé nio.

Nhiing ngay thang ctia Michael gid day déu trd nén rat Am dam,
hay ndéi ding hon Michael khoéng con vui nita. Khi hop mat gia
dinh hoic khi thudng thitc mén ngon, anh déu nghi: gi¥ Lindy
dang 1am gi? N6 van khée chi1? N6 cé d6i khéng? C6 bénh khong?
N6 van con sdng chit?

Khi nghi dén nhiing diéu nay, ban than anh cling gidt minh,
nhung anh vin xem nhiing tran dau béng rd, vin quan hé chin
gbi véi Pauline, van huyt sao theo diéu nhac trong radio.

Nhiing chuyén nay lam anh thay hy vong tim lai Lindy cang
mong manh hon: trong tang 1é cia me Pauline, trong 1é khai
truong cta hiéu mdi & ngoai 6, trong hén 1é ctia George va Sally
déu khong cé béng dang clia Lindy. C6 thé né nghe duge dau dé
nhiing chuyén nay. Di1 viy, anh van bat gidc nhin vao ddm déng.
Nhung ching 1an nio Lindy xu4t hién, giong nhu c¢6 bé chua tiing
xuat hién trong ddi ho.

Vé sau, anh lai nghi du Lindy c6 vé, c6 1é anh cling chang con
nhan ra no. Gid c6 bé trong thé nao? N6 sap 25 tudi roi. Thai gian
né roi khoéi nha da qua lau.
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Mot budi chiéu 4m 4p vao thang 5 nim 1968, Pauline goi dién
cho Michael, anh nhic may, c6 lién v6i néi: “Anh ho Adam cta
anh vita goi dién dén, bao Lindy dang & San Francisco. Ho dua né
vao bénh vién réi. Con trai né dang & chung vdi ba cht nha.
Chung ta phai dén d6 ngay, dua me con né vé nha”.

Luc d6 Michael dang ngdi trén chiéc hdp gidy dé so luong.

Vi chiéc ghé duy nhat trong vin phong bi c6 thu ky ngdi mat roi.
Co 4y dang binh than bam cic nut trén may tinh, nhung Michael
nghi rang chic chin c¢6 nghe dudc nhip tim dap thinh thich ctia
minh.

“Chung ta phai dén dé, anh mau vé nha di, ching ta dén dé bang
cach nao?”. Pauline hdi, nhung Michael chi nghi dugc rang “Anh

ho Adam? Anh khéng hiéu, rot cudce chuyén thé nao?”.

“Chung ta phai mua vé may bay, moi ngudi 1am cach nao dé dén
dé nhi”.

“Anh ho Adam 14 con cfia chii Bron sao? Anh cé quen biét anh ho
Adam dau! Ca ddi ndy anh mdi chi gip anh 4y hailan!”.

“Michael, em xin anh, hay cht y nghe em néi”.
Anh ditng mét Itc, hit mot hoi that sau, sau d6 hdi: “N6 sao roi?”.

“Pau cé chit van dé, em khong biét nira, chi biét cé van dé & dau
thoi”.

“Oi, trail”.

“Anh vé nha dugc khong?”.
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“Anh vé ngay”. N6i xong Micheal lién gic may.

Tay cd ké toan cham lai mét nhip, nhung anh chang giai thich gi
d3 rdi khéi van phong. Anh di qua quiy ban thit, tii lanh dé sita.
Ctta hiéu nay khéng 16n 1am, nhung 16n va dep hon clia hiéu ci,
quan hé gitta anh v4i mbi nhan vién déu rat tot. Anh chi néi véi
quan ly: “Bart, t6i nay anh déng ctta nhé”. Sau dé lién day cla
kinh ra ngoai, dén bii dau xe.

Trén dudng 1ai xe vé nha, anh ludn nghi dén bd dang Lindy ndm
trong bénh vién. Lan dau tién trong 7 nim qua, anh biét dudc
tung tich cia con bé, nhung hé nghi dén Lindy mit trang béch,
nam run riy trong phong cach ly, anh vin khéng mudn chap
nhan su that do.

N sé 6n thoi, sé khée lai. Ho sé dua nd vé nha, cham séc ti té, néd
sé khée lai ngay.

Nhung né vin con mot diia con trai. Anh chang con dau éc nao
nghi cho dia bé.

Pauline cho rang chic ba cht nha goi dién theo thu tu chit cai,
nén goi dén nha Adam trudc. “Em doan chti nha bao nhan vién
ndi may goi cho ngudi bit dau bing mau tu A, sau d6 ct theé tiép
tuc”. C6 vita néi vita thu don hanh ly. Khi Michael nhin thay
Pauline ti cta phong, ¢6 dang loay hoay giita t1 40 va chiéc va li
dit ndm trén giudng. Phai dén mai méi cé chuyén bay, nhung c6
ctt nhu chuin bi thay quan 4o dé di lién ltc d6. Pauline boi bita
vai thtt 1én mat, ltc i chiée 4o thun cho Michael, tay ¢6 run nhe.
“Cht nha hdéi Adam cé dia con géi tén Linnet khong, Adam bao
khoéng, nhung cé 18 anh 4y biét ai cé con tén nhu thé”.

“Ky la, sao anh 4y lai biét diéu d6?” Michael néi, “Adam hau nhu
khoéng cé quan hé gi véi gia dinh Anton ma”.
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“bung thé, chic anh ay biét tin Lindy bd di qua bio chi”.

Michael 1tii lai moét bude, hé nghi dén moi ngudi déu biét chuyén
nha minh, anh thay rat khé nio.

“Sau d6, ba a4y hdi Adam cé thé lién lac véi chtng ta khong, vi ba
ay & qud xa, anh Adam bdo dudc, anh iy tim thay s6 dién thoai
clla ching ta trong danh ba. Lic anh 4y goi dién dén, hét nhu 1a
cai may noéi. ‘Ba Anton’, anh 4y néi, ‘Ba Anton! anh tudng tuong
duge khong? ‘Téi biét con gai ba tén Lindy dang & San Francisco,
ba cé thé goi s6 nay héi tinh hinh cuy thé”.

Ldc Pauline tudng thuit lai sy viéc, Michael cho rang chinh ban
thin Adam dang ndi, vi Pauline gid giong rat giéng. Anh ho
Adam ctia anh ngudi béo tron, mit trang béch, mat 16i, giéng hét
vQ cli cta chu Bron. Trong tri tudng tuong ctia Michael, tuy anh
ay cao 6 inch (tuong duong 1m80cm), nhung vin 13 mot dia tré,
tay anh luén budng ri hai bén nhu khong ¢6 stic, miéng luén ha
ra.

“Thé r6i em goi dién thoai, chlt nha d6 chic dang chd nén nhac
may ngay. Em ndi: ‘T6i 1a Pauline Anton, me ctia Lindy Anton.
T6i vita nghe anh ho bén chong t6i néi...”.

“Cht nha néi gi?” Michael chen ngang. Anh khéng thé nhin nai
dugc nita, gid anh chi muén biét rét cude 1a chuyén gi.

Pauline Iudm anh mot cai, “Em dang dinh néi day, Michael, néu
anh cé thé kién nhin mét chit. Ch nha bao Lindy va con trai
maAy tuin gan diy thué nha ba dy, nhung ba ay khéng biét trudc
d6 me con né § dau, cling chang biét bo dta tré 14 ai... Hai hom
trudc, bong nhién Lindy c6 ‘hanh ddng 14p di’, ba ay ndi thé, em
cling khong rd. Chi néi ‘hanh déng 1ap di’, c6 18 gid né chang con &
trong bénh vién, ma & trong vin phong tu van tam 1y nao dé...
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Phai c¢6 ngudi cham sdc dia bé dé, vi chti nha khéng quen tréng
tré, hon niita dita bé trong rat dau budn”.

“Né bao 16n?”, Michael héi. “Ba dy bao khéng biét”.
“It nhiéu ba ay ciing biét d6i chut chi”.

“Rat hién nhién né van chua di hoc, vi ba 4y luén than rang thiang
bé chang chiu ra khdi nha du chi mét gidy”.

“N6 biét néi khong?”.
“Ba ay bdo né it ndilam”. “Trdi a!”, Michael thé dai.

Anh nghi ngay minh va Pauline d3 thanh dng ba ngoai r6i va dla
tré c6 quan hé mau mii véi ho gid dau budén dén mic khong thé
noi chuyén niia.

“Phai chi hém nay ho cé chuyén bay”. Anh néi. “Ching ta phai di
mua vé may bay trudc”. Pauline qua quyét. C6 dang di ra phong
khach, dén phong ngti clia Karen, hinh nhu ¢6 cdm thay Karen
cling bé nha di réi. “Tham chi, em khoéng mudn cho anh biét mua
vé ton hét bao nhiéu tién”. C6 ndi, sau dé quay ngudi lai, trén tay
cam mdt chiéc dam rat ngin.

“Em nghi anh ngai viéc ton bao nhiéu tién sao?”. “Destiny cho em
biét c6 mét s6 quan tro khong dat 1am, em da goi dién dat mot
phong roi”.

Michael nghi mét lic, “Destiny cho em...”. “Destiny chinh 13 chu
nha d¢”.

“Lam quen nhanh nhi”. Thit ra y anh 13 Pauline goi tén than mét
qua. Nhung Pauline nghe khong hiéu, c6 tron xoe hai mit triing
anh, sau d6 quay ngudi treo 4o vao trong t. “Em dat cin phong
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d6 bao 14u?” anh héi, “Chuyén bay kht hdi cfia ching ta 1a bao
gid? Anh nghi chic ho sé cho ching ta dua Lindy vé ngay?”.

“Dinhién”, Pauline ndi, “ching ta 1a ngudi nha né ma! Em chi dat
mot dém thoéi. Hon nita em dat chuyén bay khit hoi vao saing hom
sau, bon cho”.

Anh ra stic tudng tugng cinh bon ngudi ho ngdi thanh hang hai,
anh va Pauline, Lindy va dfa bé chang ro ho tén.

Anh thit khéng hiéu vg minh kién cudng thé tit ltic nao.

Trudc diy ho chua titng ngdi may bay, nhung Sally - vg George da
di may lan. Trén dudng dua ho dén san bay, Sally khdng ngiing
an i ho, “ding lo 1ang su ¢d may bay”, Sally ndi, “nhin s6 liéu 1a
biét ngay, may bay an toan hon xe hoi nhiéu”.

Michael khéng lo 1ang su ¢6 may bay. Anh lo nén 1am gi va khéng
nén 1am gi. Hanh 1y ctia ho thé niao? Anh nén tra tién mua vé &
dau? Vé may bay cling baAm 16 nhu vé tau hda sao? Khi Sally ding
xe dé vao cuing ho, anh thay nhe nhdm hon nhiéu. Thinh thoang
anh thay c6 con dau nay rat phién phtc. Pay 1 ngudi phu nit téc
vang ran rdi va vui vé, chuyén gi cling thich quan tim. Nhung
hém nay, § san bay, anh rat biét né.

Qua thit Pauline hoi lo sy c6 may bay. Khi & phong chd, ¢d xé vun
may tam khin gidy. Khi hoén tam biét Sally, ¢d néi: “Néu bd me
x3ay ra chuyén, me di dé lai mét manh gidy trong hop trang stc,
trén d6 cé viét thi gila cho ai”.

“Nghe me ndi kia!”, Sally khdc, “Khéng sao ddu ma!”. Quan 4o ctia
me con c lay ma dung.

2» «

Sally 6m c6. “Chtic bé me chuyén di vui vé”, “cho con gdi 16i hdi
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tham Lindy, bd me cé nghe con néi khéng?”... di1 Sally va Lindy
chua titng gip mit. Sally dua ho dén trudc cong, ho budc vao theo
nhiing ngudi khac chuin bi 1én may bay.

Chuyén bay 1an nay 1dm Michael thay hoi that vong. Anh chd doi
nhiéu cam giac khi & trén khéng, nhung chang cé gi thu vi. Hon
niia ting hang hanh khéich & hai bén 1am anh thay minh ct nhu
dang trong mot phong chG xe chat hep, thim chi khéng cdm
nhin dudc ho dang di déng. “Nhin kia!” Pauline ndi, viia chi tay
ra ngoai ctta s6. Anh chdom ngudi qua, thay phia dudi xa tit cé mét
con soéng dai va ngoin ngoéo, nhung khéng chuyén déng, mit
song phan chiéu tiing dudng nét mau xdm sang béng tda dnh
bac, hét nhu dau vét dé lai cfia but chi; khip noi chang thiy
dudng cao téc va cac tda nha cao ting, ngoai nhitng ngon cay
xanh um chum lai tua bup bong cai, chang cé gi hét. Chic chim
ung sé thay dudc canh tuong nay. Ca dit nudc 1a mot viing dat
hoang vu chua khai pha. Sau dé may bay bay vao mét ting may,
clia s trang x6a, Michael ngdi dua vao ghé.

“Em dang nghi c6 nén mang theo hd sd bénh ly cta Lindy
khong”. Pauline noi.

“Hb sd bénh 1y gi?”. Anh héi.
“Chic né & trong tip hd sd ctia bac sikhoa nhi”.

“0...”, Michael tr 18i, nhung anh khéng néi con gai ho di qua tudi
kham béc si khoa nhi tit 14u roi.

Sau dé, Pauline khéng trd chuyén nita. Khi anh nhin lai, mat c6
gan nhu hip chit. May 1an c6 ngobi thang ngudi, chép mit, nhung
chang bao ladu sau dau c6 lai nghiéng sang ctta s6. Michael khéng
ngt dude, dit ho day rat sém dé kip chuyén bay. Anh tip nhiing
diéu can thiét khi gip tinh huéng khan cap tim thay trong tui
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phia sau ghé, doc luét td tuan san cd tiép vién hang khéng dua
cho anh. Pauline phat ra tiéng ngdy nhd, miéng cling hd mé. Néu
cd biét dudc, chic chin sé rat ngal ngung Vi chuyén di v6i 1an
nay, c6 t6 mau son dbé didm, ca phan nén vén cuc noi lum déng
tién 1am co6 trong cang gia nua hon. Gid day, Michael thay lim
ddng tién ctia Pauline cang gidng mot vét khd ran nhé - mai dén
gid anh mdi cht y thay diéu nay. Mi mit c6 di nhin nhdm, déi
chin mang vé dai dudi chiéc vay cuc ngan dua ra tua nhu hai cay
xuc xich.

Nhd lai ndm 1957, ky niém 15 nim ngay cudi ctia ho, Pauline dé
nghi dn dién mot chit dé chup mot tAm anh. C6 vita néi, vita nhé
bon sgi téc bac trén dau. C6 di bit dau gia di, khéng con xinh dep
nhu xua nita. Sau khi nghe dé nghi cia c6 Michael cAm thay rat
vui. Thé nén, ho dén hiéu chup anh chin dung Aronson. Michael
maic b6 com 1€, Pauline mic bo trang phuc lua mau xam. Tho
chup anh bao ho diing trudc rém clia s6 bang nhung, biic rém dé
tao nép gap tuyét dep dudi chin ho. “Piing st vao nita nao”, thg
chup anh néi, “chi ngang cam 1én mét chut, anh quang tay qua
ngudi chi...”. Michael lam theo 16i anh ta, quang tay qua eo
Pauline. Lan da ¢6 mém mai, hay diing hon d6 14 st mém mai ctia
vai lua ma anh khéng quen thudc, Itic dé anh cé cdm gidc nhu
dang dung canh mot ngudi xa la. Nguoi dan ba nay 1a ai? Cé quan
hé gi véi anh? Sao ho lai séng chung dudi mét mai nha, cing nudi
day con cai, néi két cudc song ctia minh vao nhau?

Tam anh chup xong, dudc 16ng vao khung hinh ma vién vang, dé
trong td 4o cda Pauline. Trong hinh, ca hai nguGi ho déu mim
cudi mot cach cling nhac.

Nhin tit trén cao xudng, San Francisco tréng rat dep. Hau nhu

phan 16n cling nay déu bao quanh béi cac con séng; Pauline chi
mot cay cau bén ngoai, hinh nhu 1a cau Golden Gate. Trén dudng
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ngdi taxi ra khdi san bay, ho nhin thay nhiéu séng hon, mach nui
hau nhu déu nghiéng vé hudéng nay. So véi noi day, Baltimore
ngheo kho va binh lang.

Bac tai 13 ngudi dan 6ng cé tudi, déi nén ni mau niuy, it ndi.
Pauline dua dia chi cho 6ng va bat chuyén. “Ong 14 didn vung nay
sao?”, c6 hai.

“Phai”.

“Q, San Francisco qua 1a nadi rat dep”. “Vang”.

“Chung t6i vita ti Baltimore dén, diy 12 1an dau tién ching t6i
dén phia T4y ctia Mississippi”.

Im lang.

Su im ling nay lam Michael dé chiu v6 cling. Khi nhé dén cudc
tranh cai trudc lic may bay ha canh, anh lién khé 1am bam: “Pén
bénh vién trudc phién qua...”, anh ndi véi Pauline.

“Sao? Michael, em khéng nghe dugc anh néi gi”. C6 gao to.

Anh nhim mat lai, r6i md ra, nhac lai cAu vita néi. “Néu chiing ta
dén bénh vién trudc, phai mang theo tat cd hanh 1y”.

“Sao thé? Chila mot vali nhé thoéi ma”.

“Pung thé, nhung néu ho cho chiing ta dua Lindy vé, con bé ciing
co hanhly cht...”.

“Michael, con gai em bi bénh, dang chd em, em khéng mudn ling
phi thdi gian 1dy d6 ngti trong vali ra”.

“C6 aibdo emlay do ngtiradiu, yanhla...”.
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“Con chiing t6i dang nim trong bénh vién”, Pauline néi véi bac
tai, giong 16n hon, “hém qua chung t6i mdi hay tin”.

“Vién diéu dudng”. Bac tai néi. “Ong nédi sao?”.

“Ho goi d6 1a vién diéu dudng, khong phai bénh vién”. Ltc dé
Michael con tudng bac tai bao khdong hé cé nai dé, anh thay su
hiéu lam nay rat buon cudi.

Pauline hdi: “Sao 6ng biét?”.

“Ai cling biét Nineteen Fleet Street”. “Pay 1a... vién diéu dudng?”.
“Do hai anh em quan 1y”. Bic tai néi. “O, anh em rudt ha?”.

“Pai loai nhu theé...”.

Pauline nhin Michael, nhung xem ra anh ciing chang hiéu bao
nhiéu.

“Khoan d3d”, c6 hoéi bac tai, “y 6ng 13, con gii ching t6i bi bat
sao?”.

“Khéng phai”, bac tai néi, “cé ngudi ra ngoai tim, d6 1a nhiém vu
ctia ho, sau dé 16i nhiing ngudi vita tim dudc vao va tién hanh
quan gido”.

“Bit ngudi...”.

“Nhiing con nghién, dan hip-pi, ngudi lap di chéng lai nhiing quy
udc x3 hoi... déu bi bat vao do”.

Michael l4p ttic ghét cay ghét ding con ngudi nay, anh quay qua
néi thap giong véi Pauline: “Ching ta cé thé dén quan tro cat

hanh 1y trudc. Em chang bao chii nha néi di bé mot doan 1a tdi
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Sao .

“Thuc ra, con gai ching t6i chi suy sup vi cing thing tinh than
tho6i”, Pauline néi véi bac tai, “ching t6i dén day dé dua né ve.
Trudc gid, chiing t6i luén 1a gia dinh than thiét va day yéu
thuong, chiing t6i biét hé né vé véi gia dinh sé nhanh chéng 6n
dinh lai thoi”.

Bac tai khéng néi gi, md dén xi-nhan.

Gid ho dang di xuyén qua thanh phé nay. Thoat dau, Michael
thay nha clta ven dudng dé lai an tudng siu sic. Pay déu la
nhiing cin nha c6 rat bit mat, hon nita con ¢ cin gac nhé hinh
thap va ban cong vién hoa, clia s6 bay mau va néc nha thi nhon
hoit. Nhung dan da moi thit déu trd nén xua cii, tua nhu chiéc
taxi cia ho dang di vuot thoi gian, trd vé may mudi nim trudc
viy, son déu bong tréc, ctta chinh déu tan vd, rém clia sd da bay
mau, mot so clia s6 déng van, mot ngudi con trai téc dai mic
chiéc 4o cii nit nhim mat ding dua c6t dén bén dudng. Bc tai
mda khda ctta xe, Michael va Pauline budc ra.

Nineteen Fleet Street chinh 1a cdn nha cii nat nay, cd bang hiéu
cting khong cé. Pauline héi bac tai: “Ong chic day 1a ndi chiing toi
mudn dén chir?”.

“Pung vay’.

C6 lai ngdi vao chd, hodng s¢ dén phat khéc. Michael chua kip
kKhuyén c6, bac tai da ra phia sau, bao Pauline: “Ra ngoai di”.

C6 lai kéo tay nam ctta, ding loang choang trén via hé, chiéc vay
ngan cda c6 nhan nhim, diy tai xdch vudng vao ctra so xe.

“Hy vong moi chuyén thuan Igi véi anh chi”. Bac tai néi véi
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Michael.

Tuy khong thich 6ng iy, nhung Michael van cho 6ng iy mdt it
tién boa, diu1 tién xe dit dén cat cé.

Nghe tiéng chuéng, ngudi dan 6ng ra md clia trong chang thanh
kinh chtit ndo. Anh ta dang cao, téc xam triang, riu cao rat sach
sé, mic 4o flanen card va quan bod, mang ddi ting cao bdi nhon
hoit. “Ai day?”, anh ta héi.

“T6i 14 Michael Anton”, Michael bd vali xudng, “day 1a vo toi,
Pauline. Con géi chting t6i 6 cho anh”.

Ditng mot lic, ngudi dan 6ng d6 ngiang nhe dau 1én. “Con gai
ching t6i Lindy, Linnet”. Michael néi.

2 A 2 . ’ A , ., . A s e
“O day, chang ai cé tén d6 cd”. Ngudi dan 6ng ndi.
“Sao?”.

“Ho, tén... nhitng thit trudc day déu bi bd lai khi chiing ta tiép tuc
tién budc”.

Xem ra, ngudi dan 6ng d6 rat thanh kinh. Cudc d6i thoai nghiém
ttic ¢4 néi rd sy viée. Michael td ra rat lich su. “Piéu anh néi qua 1a
cé y nghia. Hinh nhu né dugc dua vao day khoang ba hom trudc.
T6ibiét, g, tinh than né bat thudng. N6 cao d6 chiing nay, mau da
xem xem vdi toi, mat nau, téc den, nhung t6i khong biét né dé
kiéu téc gi...”.

“Serenity”. Mot ngudi bong néi.

Nhat thoi Michael chang hiéu gi. Anh nhin ciu bé diing bén canh
ngudi dan 6ng @6 - mot thiéu nién gy nhom, maic 4o khoac that
ngang lung bing vai sa-tanh va quan éng loe in hoa.
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“Puing vay”, ngudi thanh nién cling déng y noéi, “1a Serenity. C6 dy
dén cho chung t6i hoi thit hai”.

Pauline hoi gap: “Chung t6i cé thé gip né khoéng?”. “A, khoéng
dugce”, ngudi dan 6ng nédi véi giong nudi tiéc, “e rang khong thé. G
day, moi ngudi déu khéng cé quan hé véi gia dinh”.

“Néu thé, chi gdp mdt phut théi cling khong dude sao?”, Pauline
van nai.

Michael v6i héi: “Pudc khéng a?” anh quay sang nhin ngudi dan
6ng, ngudi dd6 cling binh than nhin anh. “Téi nghi cic anh khéng
hiéu”, anh néi, “sudt 7 nim nay chting t6i mat lién lac véi con géi.
Mii dén trudc héom qua, tham chi chting t6i khong ddm chic né
con song hay khong. Ching t6i chi mudn gip né théi, xem né
song thé nao”.

“Sau d6 dua né vé nha va gitip né khde trd lai”. Pauline thém vao.

Michael quay ngudi vé phia ho: “Anh xin em, Pauline, dé€ anh x
ly chuyén nay”. Anh lai ndéi véi ngudi dan 6ng dé: “Chung t6i chi
mudn xem thi né thé nio, néu né bang long theo ching t6i vé,

thé thi tot. Néu né khong mudn, chiing tdi danh vé”.

“Rat xin 16i anh ban”, ngudi dan 6ng dé nhd nhe néi, “Serenity
khong thé giap ngudi khac”.

Pauline néi: “Pay 1a dau thé ha, trai giam sao? Anh bat con chtng
t6i sao?”.

“Pauline...”.

“Chung t6i khéng 1am hai ndé! Ching t6i khong phai... 1a mot gia
dinh t6i té! Hiy di hdi Lindy xem! Hiy cho né ra diy néi chuyén
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v6i chung t6i mot gidy! Anh khoéng cé quyén ngin cach né véi
chung t6i!”.

Ngudi dan 6ng lui mdt budc, chi vao cin phong sau lung - dé 1a
sanh 16n khi vao cita, chi c6 chiéc ban tron nhd véi tim khan trai
ban, chang con thi gi khac. “Chi cé thay ndi hang rao khéng?”.
Anh héi Pauline véi giong 6n tdn nhat, réi chi cdu thanh nién.
“Tarragon ding & d6, chi can cau 4y mudn, ciu ay cé thé r&i khoi
day bat ctt Itic ndo. Tarragon, cdu cé mudn rdi khdi diy khong?”.

Cau thanh nién i vé sau mdt budc, lac dau.

Michael néi: “Rat hién nhién, ching t6i khong hé c¢é y trach anh”.
Anh cdm nhin dudc Pauline dang lu6m minh, nhung anh luén
nhin ngudi dan 6ng d6. “Nhung, anh hiy vao nhin vdi con gai toi
12 ching t6i dén thiam, r6i xem y né thé nio, hiy cho né co hdi
chon lya”.

“Co 3y da chon lua rdi”, ngudi dan 6ng dé ndi, van rat 6n ton, “co
ay da quyét dinh khi dén cho chung t6i”.

Pauline phat ra &m thanh gi d6 trong c6 hong. Michael néi: “Pudc
th6il” anh c6 vé ciang thing. “Viy, trinh tu cu thé 1a gi?”, anh héi,
“Khi... né tinh tdo, cic anh sé thi né ra chit? § day cé thoi gian
tham nom c6 dinh khong?”.

“T6i sé ‘thd’ ho ra, nhu anh néi day, khi ho quyét dinh 1am lai
cudc ddi”, ngudi dan 6ng khang dinh, “khi ho mé& canh ctta phia
trudc, mot 1an nita ho dugc sinh ra trén thé gidi nay”.

“bi, hdi Thudng d@él”, Pauline gao to.

Ngudi dan 6ng nhin ¢6 véi &nh mit triu mén, sau dé quay sang
néi véi Michael: “Anh chi cé thé goi dién dén hdi xem Serenity
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song thé nao. Chd chiing t6i chang c6 bi méit gi, anh chi cé thé tim
dudgc dia chi cia chung t6i trong s6 danh ba: Vién diéu dudng
Nineteen Fleet Street. T6i tén Becoming.

Lan thit hai trong ngay, Michael cdm thay ngdt ngat, khé chiu.

Quén tro ma ba chd nha gidi thiéu cho ho cach Vién diéu dudng
Nineteen Fleet Street chi ba con phd, hon nita cidch nha ba ciing
chi hai con phé. Nhung tiéc rang, khéng khi & d6 1am ngudi ta
thay rat chan nan. N6 cho ta cam giac thé luong vao budi sang.
Trén via hé c6 may ké lang thang; gidy rac lam tic nghén rinh
nudc; mot dia tré trong rat doi xin tién ho; moét ngudi dan 6ng
gid mic 4o thung ngdi trudc ctta vé théu nio; ta kinh cita hiéu
thuc pham bam day bui bim: 4o Mexico rdng thiing thinh, dép
Trung Qudc, ddng ho, titng bé tram huong, &l cac loai hdp thudc
14 va tau thudc nhd, con b ong didu Trung Dong.

Michael thdy tit ci nhitng diéu niy, anh td0 mo tim hiéu con
Pauline chi lo vung tay rdo budc nhanh vé phia trudc. C6 nhic hai
1an bao minh rat lanh, nhung anh chiang néi ning gi, cudi cling
cd bao anh ding lai, 1ay chiéc 40 len mang theo ra. Qua thit rat
lanh, day chinh 13 thdi tiét & San Francisco. “Gid anh hiéu r6i cht,
em mang theo hanh 1y bén minh 13 dling”. C6 ndi thé véi anh khi
dudi tay mic tay 4o vao.

Michael th& dai. C6 hdi: “Sao thé?”.

“Pauline, chiing ta mang theo hanh 1y vi em nang nic doi dén
Nineteen Fleet Street trudc”.

“Anh trach em dudgc sao?”.

“Anh khong trach em, anh chi néi...”.
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“Em mudn gip con!” Pauline khéc da 1én, “Em di chd bao nhiéu
niam rdi, em d3 bay tit bén kia dai luc dén day, sau anh con bao
em phai chd, chi vi anh muén cat hanh 1y vio cin phong ma
ching ta da thué!”.

“Pau...”.

“Hon nita Idc ching ta dén diy, anh d3 1am nhiing gi? Pung dé
nhu con rtia thut cé. ‘O, chao anh, rat xin 16i,” anh ndéi, ‘cdc anh
khong thé tha né ra sao? Cac anh khong thé @é chung t6i gip né

M

sao? Thua anh. Anh mudn sao ciing dugc”.

“Con bé cling 25 tudi réi, Pauline. Ty né mudn vao dd, theo anh
biét, quy tac cia hola...”.

“0, Quy tic! Sao em phai bin tAm may thit d6 ch? Em 14 me né,
nhiing quy tac d6 lam em tan nat coi long! N6 giét chét em! An
tuoi nuot song em! Em chiu hét n6i r6i!”.

Nudc mit chdy doc theo gd ma clia Pauline. C6 xoay ngudi, lai c&i
4o len ra, lung c6 udn thang, vé rat phan nd. Michael cam lay vali
va khéng néi gi véi co.

Anh cé thé néi dudc gi kia chi1?

G géc dudng, c6 mdt ddi vg chdng rit giéng ho, ngoii 40, ngudi
dan 6ng mic 4o thé duc, ngudi phu nit mic vy ngin, ho dang
diing d6 ngdm nhin td 4p phich sip roi khéi tudng. Trén ¢ ngudi
dan 6ng cé deo mot chiéc may anh. Bdng nhién Michael thay anh
ta rat giéng minh Idc di hop phu huynh vao muia thu nim ngoai
cho Karen: trong mét ddm d6ng cac 6ng gia ba 1o bi con minh bo
lai phia sau, anh 12 ngudi duy nhat gang hét stc sanh budc bén
con.
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Pauline mic chiéc vay cuc ngin tréng that budn cudi, kiéu téc
vang tua nhu 16ng vii cia c6 giong nhu hai ¢6 gai tré dang bang
qua dudng phia trudc ho.

Anh dang nghi, d6i vg chéng mang theo may anh dé cé phai ciing
dén tim dda con lac mat khong? Nhung tréng khong phai thé,
hinh nhu ho dén diy dé nghi mat. Néu ho ¢ cling cdm gidc nhu
anh va Pauline sé chiang con tdm trang dau ma chup anh.

Michael duéi theo Pauline ven dudng phia trude, vd nhe tay vao
lung cb. “Phia bén trai chic1a quan tro”. Anh néi.

Pay 14 mét kién trdc cii nat thdi nit hoang Victoria, dudi chan 1a
bic thang gb mau xam, mot td gidy viét tay treo trén chudng cla:
Chuéng hdng! Ngudi phu nit ra md clia cho ho trong rat mét mai.
C6 ngoai 30, nhung da chiy xé, mic bd d6 bd & nha. Tit sau khi
chuyén di khéi nha cii, Michael d3 khong con thay bo trang phuc
nay nita.

“T6i 14 Michael Anton”. Anh néi véi ngudi phu nii. C6 ta van im
lang, ra hiéu cho ho dén cin phong phia sau. Cin phong cudi
cling cta md, bén trong cé hai chiéc giudng gbé hep 4p sat vao
nhau, trén mot chiéc t thip xip xé dé mot chiéc ti vi ¢6 16 si.
“Nha vé sinh & dau kia hanh lang”, ngudi phu nit néi, “tra tién
trudc, khéng nhan chi phiéu. Chin d6 la chin”. Ngudi phu nit dua
tay ra, Michael dém tién dua c6 ay. “Néu hai ngudi ra ngoai, nhé
cam theo chia khdéa trén ti vi”. Néi xong, c6 di khéi.

Ra ngoai u? Piéu Michael mudn 1am nhit bay gid 1a nga lung
xudng chiéc giudng gan nhat, di chua tdi budi trua. Anh qua mét
mdi, thé nén cin phong lanh 18o trd troi ndy cling tua nhu thién
dudng vdéi anh. Nhung Pauline lai ndi: “Trudc khi ching ta ra
ngoai, anh cé mudn di vé sinh khéng?”.
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“Pi dau chu?”.

“Michael! Chtiing ta phai ra ngoai tim dia chau ngoai!”. “Biy gid
sao?”, anh héi.

“Né6 dang chd ching ta day! Lé nao anh khéng mudén gip né
sao?”.

Khéng mudn, qua thit anh ching mudn chut nio. Pda tré nay
dén qua dot ngdt. Phan 16n 6ng ba déu cé 9 thang chuan bi, hay it
ra1215i cau hoén, 18 dinh hén va hén 18 chinh thic ctia con géi ho...
Thé ma Pauline qua him hé thdi khic nay, ¢6 lau nudc mait, bong
nhién mit c6 tran day stc séng. Thé 1a anh néi: “Pudc rdi, em
yéu”.

Khi ra khéi quan tro, ho cé su bat dong v kién vé viéc nén di theo
huéng ndo. Michael néi chic nhu dinh déng c6t rang dudng
Height & bén phai ho. Anh hau nhu d3 nim rd ban d6. Nhung
Pauline lai cho 1a khéng phai, cht nha bao véi ¢6 1a bén trai. Thé
nén ho ding trén bac thang trong khi c6 tim trong tui xach manh
gidy minh da viét. C6 x6 hét xach tay ra, m§ pham, hop mat
kinh... con cd mot chiéc xe cttu hda d6 choi mau dd dé trong mot
hdp gidy. Michael v& nhu khong thay, nhung khi c6 néi: “bung
roi, r8 phai. L& nao em khéng néi ré phai sao?” anh bao: “Di nhién
thé, em yéu”, sau d6 vin tay c6 khi budc xudng bac thang.

Khong khi lan tda miii cay nong ctia ét. N6 1am Michael nhd dén
bita sang trén may bay - chiéc banh ngot tréng chang ngon lanh
va lon nudc cam udp lanh. “Nay, Pauline?”, anh néi, “Cé 1é chung
tanén dua thang bé ra ngoai an hot-dog”.

“Y hay dé”.

“Chic chi nha bang long cho né rdi khéi vai gid”.
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“Vai gig?”, Pauline héi. C6 ding lai nhin anh. “Anh néi gi thé?
Cham séc né khéng phai trach nhiém ctia ch nha, ma 1a trach
nhiém ctia anh va em”.

“Pung thé, nhung...”.

“Michael, ching ta phai cham séc né sudt déi. Ching ta phai thu
don hanh ly cho né, dua nd vé vdéi ching ta, vi ching ta 1a tat ca
cuand”.

Di nhién Michael cling biét thé, nhung anh vin sin sang. Anh
noéi: “Tl gid ching ta bit dau chim séc né sao?”.

“Anh nghi gi thé?”.

“Chi 1a... anh biét, anh dang nghi, chting ta nén chd dua ca Lindy

ve .

“Nhung phai chd dén bao gid?” Pauline hdi, “Chting ta khong thé
dé da tré trong cin phong trong ching ai chim séc! Chung ta
phai dén né di ngay. Nhung sau @6 thi sao... em khéng biét, em
khong biét nita”. Ho tiép tuc tién vé phia trudc. “Ngudi dan 6ng &
Vién diéu dudng chang tiét 16 diéu gi ca, rot cudc Lindy phai § lai
do6 bao lau chit”.

“T6i nay anh sé goi dién cho anh ta”, Michael néi. Anh da quyét
dinh 1am thé, Pauline néi ding: anh bd cudc qua sém. “Baltimore
c6 nén y hoc tién tién nhat! Néu anh ta van khéng chiu cho ching
ta gdp no...”.

“Pén noi roi”. Pauline ndi.

C6 dang nhin mot cdn nha cii nat hon xung quanh, nhung trudc
day chac chan nd 1a tot nhat. Trén hai canh ctta trudc c6 kham
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khung kinh hinh bau duc, phia trén mot bén 1a tam kinh van xéo
bi &n mon, con bén kia 13 tAm bia cling. Lindy ting di trén nhiing
bic thang nay, vong qua bic tam cap bi hdng. N cling tiing mé
canh ctta bi hong khoéa nay. Trén tdm van gb céd mot c4i 1, tay clia
né cling ting dit trén caild nay.

“Pay chinh la s6 nha ba ay ndi véi em, diing r6i”. Pauline nai,
hién nhién c6 rat mong khong phai cin nha nay.

Ho budc 1én bac thang, Michael nhan vao cai ntit cao su dd hdng &
bén trai.

“Tréng em thé nio?”, Pauline héi anh. “Pugc 1am, em yéu”.

Anh 13y 1am la, chi gdp mot da bé thoi, c6 ay cling dau can sot
sang thé.

Mot ¢b gai téc rat mit ra md cifa, ngang dau nhin ho. C6 mic mot
chiéc ddm card mau xanh, tay 4o rat dai, dam thi dai dén mat ca
chan, dé 14 mdt bo trang phuc rat xua cil. Pauline hdi: “Destiny
dung khéng?”.

“Vang?”.

“Xin chao! T6i 14 Pauline, diy 12 chdng tbi Michael”. “O, hay qua”,
cO gai ndi, “cudi cung 6ng ba cling dén”. Pauline vao nha, nhung
Michael thay can moét it thoi gian thich Uing. Trong tudng tugng
cta anh, “ntt chti nha”

khac han véi nhiing gi anh thay trudc mét.

“Néu cé cach khac, t6i khéng muoén goi dién cho ngudi & t6 chiic
phuc 1gi xa h6i”. Destiny néi khé véi Pauline.

“T6 chite phtic 1oi xa héi u!”.
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“T6i chang tin tudng ho chut nao, nhung t6i biét minh phai lam
gi @6. Thing bé chi nhét minh trong phong, khéng chiu ra ngoai.
Thinh thodng t6i nghe né rén rén di vé sinh, nhung t6i vira budc
1én gac, né lién chay voi vao phong déng cita lai”.

C6 vita ndi vita dan ho 1én gic, gidy dan tudng mau vang cuén
trén tudng. Trong phong cé mui chudt, tay vin cau thang trong
nhay nhay, Michael ra stc né tranh.

“T6i c6 mang cdm cho nd, nhung téi khéng nhin lic né an”,
Destiny néi, “di nhién, t6i ciing khong biét dia tré dd tudi nay
nén thé nao. T6i ndi: ‘Nay! Chau cé muodn an dau c6-ve khong?’,
nhung né chi nhin t6i cham cham, thé nén t6i dé bat xudng roi ra
ngoai. Qua thit t6i nén cho né chut khong gian, ding khéng?”.
Lén dén gac, Pauline xoay ngudi, nhudéng d6i 16ng may rd nét clia
minh, hai chiéc hoa tai mau vang dong gan nhu triu xuong dén
vai.

“Thang bé tén gi?”, Pauline hai.

“Pagan”.

“Pagan?”, Michael va Pauline cung 1én tiéng.

C6 nhiin vai, hoa tai lic lu. “T6i ¢ thé cho 6ng ba biét diéu gi?”, cd
noi, “Me nd vo trach nhiém qua”.

C6 lai quay ngudi, di vao dai sanh tdi md, sau khi di qua hai canh
ctta khép kin, c6 diing lai G cadnh ctra thit ba, g6 1én dé hai céi, sau
dé goi: “Cé ai 3nha khéng?”.

Khong cé tiéng tra 15i.
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“Vay vao thoi!”, cd xoay nam dam ctia.

Cin phong chiang 16n hon phong chita d6 bao nhiéu, cé6 mot cita
s6 Am u, trén bic tudng trang con cé nhiing vét nude. Trén san
nha tréng rong cé tim dém, dong chin va quan 4o dé 16n xon.
Ngay khi Michael quan sat cin phong nay, mdt chiéc 40 nhtc
nhich va cé mot cau bé ngdi diy 3 d6, chép mit nhin ho, réi né
vOi chui vao mét dau clia tam dém.

“Chao chau, Pagan”. Pauline néi diu dang.

Cau bé nhin ¢6 khéng néi gi. Mat né mau nau, long lanh, téc mau
den, nhung r6i bu. Mat cdu bé &m u, vé chan ddi, né chiing 3 tudi.

“Ba 1a ba ngoai chau!”, Pauline ndi, “Ba 1a me ctia me chau. Con
day la 6ng ngoai! Ong ba tdi ti Baltimore, bang Maryland, 6ng ba
dén tham chau day!”.

CAu bé van khéng ndi gi.

“T6i thu don d6 cho nd”, Destiny néi, “né cling chang nhiéu quan
40 1dm”. Qua thit c6 muoén ho dua thang bé di, Michael biét bay
gid anh nén dén nhan diéu nay, nhung anh van thay rat bat ngo.
Anh nhin Destiny di qua di lai, ché nay 1dy chiéc 4o thun, chd kia
1ay chiéc 4o len, rdi dit nhitng thi nay 1én moét canh tay. Khi c6
dén bén tAm dém, Pagan co ram ngudi lai, dm 1ay mdt chiéc chin
nhd. Trang phuc clia thiang bé truyén théng dén bat ngd. Ao thé
duc d6 soc van, quan bo, gidy thé thao dd, nhung déu rat ban, ca
moéng tay clla né ciing den ngdm. Vi tdm dém to bang ci mit
tudng, Michael chang con cach nio, danh 1ui dén gitta phong. Ptta
bé t ra s¢ hii, ding & @6 ma chiang cé chit kha ning phong b1
anh thay dau long v6 cling. Theo ban ning, anh lui vé sau, gan
nhu ra dén hanh lang. Nhung Pauline lai chay dén trudc mait.
“Chau yéu!”, c6 néi, sau dé quy trudc mat dua bé choang tay 6m
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lay nd, “Oi, chdu yéu ctia b3, 6i, dta chau téi nghiép, dang yéu cta
bal”.

Pagan dung siing ngudi mot lic trong vong tay cda Pauline, sau
dé vui dau vao vai c6 roi dung mét ban tay nhoé do ban vo nhe 1én
lung Pauline.

Michael gin nhu muén khéc, danh quay mit sang hudng khac.

“T6i nghi nén cho 6ng ba mat cai tii dung @6 dac cia thing bé”.
Destiny ndi. C6 bd tat ca nhiing gi tim dudc vao trong d6, phan
16n déu 13 mau xdm cht khéng phai mau trang. “Me né 13y chiéc
ti duy nhat di rdi. Sau khi 6 ay di, téi gitip c6 dy thu don d6 dac,
rdi nhd chong t6i mang dén Vién diéu dudng”.

Destiny cé chong? Du thé nao, Michael cling khéng ngd. Anh
nhin ¢6 m3 moét tAm trai giudng ra, khom ngudi 1ay mét chiéce vé
dd. “Cho héi”, Michael bdng nhién tran day hy vong, “co cé biét,
Lindy, con gai chuing t6i, né c6 két hon khéng?”.

“Téi khéng nghe néi chuyén nay”. “Téi chi mubdn biét... bd
Pagan”.

“0, 6ng hiéu chuyén gi d3 xay ra ma”.
Nhung Michael khong biét, anh nghi rang néu c6 cé thé giai thich
thi hay qua. Pauline quy dudi dat khé néi, “On réi, moi chuyén 6n

ca roi, chau yéu, moi chuyén sé tot thoi”.

Michael néi: “C6 cé thé cho chung t6i biét thém chuyén xay ra &
day khong?”.

Destiny liéc nhin Pagan mdt cai, “T6i thay gid khong tién ndi
chuyén nay”.
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“0, dugc”.

“Di nhién, du1 thé, c6 4y cling & mdt nai rat tot. Vién diéu dudng
d6 qua rat tuyét, cd Ay rat may man”.

Michael néi: “Chuyén thé nay, ching t6i dinh dua con gai vé nha.
Khi chiing t6i dén dé, mdi phat hién ra rang khéng lam sao gip
va ndéi chuyén dudc vdi nd. Téi lo nd bi nhét & dé va ban than nd
cling khong muon thé”.

“Viy, tot qua roi. Chic 6ng ba khéng mudn 1am phién c¢b 4y vao
lac nay chu?”.

Michael dang dinh néi gi ¢4, nhung bong nhién lai théi. Anh nhé

dén mot bd phim khoa hoc vién tudng, moi ngudi trong dé déu bi
nguodingoai hanh tinh kiém soat bé néo.

“Vi vay, di thé nao”, Destiny néi trong khi dua 4o géi cho
Michael, “day 1a d6 dac ctia thang bé. T6i thay chi thé théi. Vi me
thang bé tiing goi dién thoai dudng dai, nén tbi sé khong tra lai
tién thué phong con du”.

“Pién thoai dudng dai?”, Michael hoi.

“Tam biét nhé, cau bé”, Destiny ndi véi Pagan, “rat vui dugc lam
quen vdi cau, song tot nhé!”.

Pauline diing diy, nam tay Pagan. N6 van 6m chiéc mén nhung
mau xanh di bac mau. C6 hdi Destiny: “Chiéc mén nay cda cd
sao?”.

“Khoéng phai, clia né day”, Destiny tra 18i. Khong can phai héi
niia, vi Pagan d3 giit khai tay Pauline, dm chiéc mén chit hon.

“Pugc rdi, chau yéu”, Pauline néi véi Pagan, sau d6 dan né ra khoi
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phong, dén bén cau thang, theo sau 13 Destiny va Michael. “Ong
ba dua chiu vé noi 6ng ba &! Cho chau tam riia, thay quan 4o sach
cho chau...”.

Lic xudng cau thang, chi minh Pauline néi chuyén, giong nhd
nhung rat diu dang, ngay ca khi Destiny ding trudc clta vay tay
tam biét, cd van néi véi giong diéu nhd nhe dé. “Cam on cb lién
lac v@i chung t6i, cdm on nhiing gi c6 da lam!”.

Michael thay Pauline budc xudng bic thang trudc, xuéng dén noi
lai quay ngudi chd Pagan, thay c6 rat yéu quy dita bé nay, bat
chot 1ong tran day cdm giac yéu thuong.

Din theo dtta bé di dudng qua rat vat va. Michael di tiing nghi
thé khi con anh con nhd. Chi cé Thuong ¢& mdéi biét dugc ching
dang nghi gl va mudn lam gi - chang han nhu di dén mét chiéc xe
dang chay nhu bay trudc mit; ndi cau trude mit biét bao ngudi
hoic nhit mau thudc 14 trong sot rac. Ptia bé nay thi sao? N6 di
gitia ho, chang néi mot 18i, chang chut to mo, tay 6m lay chiéc
mén cudn thanh moét khoi. Khi dén ngi tu dau tién, né budng
mdt tay khdi chiéc mén, cht ddng nim tay Pauline, nhung khéng
hé nhin ¢6, hon nita hinh nhu né ciing chang nghi gi nhiéuy, biéu
hién nay lam Michael thay rat yén tdm. Anh cé thé tudng tuong
dugc rang, tiing cé ngudi chim séc thing bé, né khong phai ludn
tu lam moi viéc.

Con mot sd biéu hién khac, Michael dang quan sat - diéu nay cé
thé phan anh cudc sdng trudc day ctia né. Chang han, né rit quen
vdi viéc ra ngoai dung bita. Trong quan “Pizza ngon tuyét” cach
nha tro ntta con phd, né thanh thao vat chiéc mén 1én lung ghé,
roi leo 1én ghé ngdi, chd thiic in dude don ra. Nhung hinh nhu
trudc day Pagan chua tiing thay banh hot-dog, vi khi bung mén
nay ra, né nhin véi vé ngd vuc. Sau khi biét cich in, Pagan lién an
ngau nghién, cin titng miéng ti trai sang phai. Dudng nhu Pagan
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ciing chang may quen thudc véi thitc udng cé gas, vita uéng mot
ngum pepsi né d¢i nhin miii, nhung sau d6 né nhanh chéng uéng
hét chd con lai. Michael cdm thay trudc day né toan in nhiing
mén hip-pi, khéng cé dudng, thit cling rat it. Pagan cé cach an
khoai tay riéng. N6 #n hét phan cla minh, réi hau nhu in ca
phan cfia Pauline, sau khi #n xong mot que khoai thi véi liém dau
ngén tay cia minh. “Ngon khéng?’, Pauline héi, né gat dau.

Cé 18 Pagan khong biét néi, nhung Destiny bdo rang trudc diy néd
tiing néi chuyén. Gid Michael ciing chang con nhd bon tré bat
dau néi chuyén tit nim may tudi. “Chau bao nhiéu tudi ro6i?”, anh
héi nhung chang hy vong né tra 16i.

biéu lam anh ngac nhién 13 Pagan nhin thang mit anh. Léng may
ctla né méng nhu sdi chi, ddm hon mau téc nhiéu. N6 chau may
tua nhu mot dng 13o. Cudi cling, Pagan tim dudc ciu tra 18i. “Bén
tudi”, giong tham tram dén la ky, chang gidng tiéng tré con chut
nao.

Pauline khé khéc. “Bon tudi roil Ptta bé thdong minh ghé!”, ¢6 ndi,
“Né bon tudi roéi”. €6 thi tham véi Michael.

“Anh biét”. Michael cé vé lanh ling.

Pagan tu bao bon tudi, chit khéng dua ra bon ngdn tay, cé 1& me
né rat théng minh va thudng néi chuyén véi né. Anh rat muén
nghi t6t vé Lindy.

“Ba doan chic chau tiing di hoc”, Pauline néi, “I8p 1, ban bé choi
chung, mau gido...” gan nhu c6 néi hét nhiing danh tu cé thé.

Nhung hinh nhu Pagan cdm thay la 1dm véi hai tit “di hoc”.

“An ngon chtt a?”, ¢cd nhin vién héi, “Thém khoai khéng a?”.
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“Khong, cam on”. Michael néi.

C6 12 mot nhan vién vui vé, diu dang va cho ta cdm gidc nhu mét
ngudi me, trudc day Michael thudng thiy nhitng nhan vién nhu
thé 3 Baltimore. Anh rat mong cd hiéu dudc rang, chau ngoai clia
ho ban thé khéng phai 16i tai ho.

Néu Pagan khéng biét chai chiéc xe cttu hda d6 thi sao? Pauline
13y chiéc xe trong xach tay ra, vita vao phong di dit né dudi chan
giudng. “Hu!” cd ndi, “Xem gi diy ndo?”, nhung thing bé diing ti
xa nhin né véi 4nh mit ngd vuc suét may phit mdi ddm budc téi
ding dau ngdn tay sd ctta kinh trén thin xe. Khi Michael di 1ay
mdt chiée giudng nhé vé, dudng nhu tinh hinh cé chtt tién trién:
Pagan gdi gon chiéc xe cttu hda lai, bd vao trong chiéc mén clia
no.

Pagan chua ting thay ti vi. N6 ngbi canh Pauline nhin chim
chim man hinh, ngudi dua vao gbéi ha mém to. Sau loat phim
nhiéu ky trén truyén hinh 1a chuong trinh game show, sau d6 1a
ban tin budi toi, mdi hinh dnh chdép qua déu thu hit su ch1 y clia
né. “Néi xem nio”. Lic nay, Michael héi, “chiu cé ndi ndo mudn
di khéng? Cong vién? Sin choi?” nhung Pagan van nhin chim
chtt man hinh ti vi. Lc nay, Michael thiy rat mét nén ciing
khoéng hdi nira.

Chic dda bé nay mac chiing trim cam, ciing cé 1& né chua ting
xem ti vi, bdi vi trong mét mau quing cio xe second-hand, mét
chang hé ngi dip moéng xudng dit, nhung Pagan ching chut
phén Ung.

Lic phat tin tiic, toan nhiing tin vé chién tranh, Michael ngbi dé
ngtl thiép di, nghiéng dau dua trén song sit clia giudng. Ltc anh
tinh day, thay miéng kho khdc, dau 6c ¢t mo md mang mang, dit
biét minh chi méi ngti cé vai phut, vi trong ti vi dang chiéu canh
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mot todn binh linh dau d6i nén cdi dang vugt qua mét khu ritng
ram c4y cdi um tum. Cin phong hau nhu bao tritm moét mang toi
md, duy chi c¢é anh sang ti vi phan chiéu 1am cin phong c6 mau
xanh. Anh nhin déng hd, rdi néi: “Ong mua it pizza an t6i duge
khong?”.

Pagan béng nhién tinh ngudi, gt manh dau.

Lai 13 mdt manh moéi! Nhung khi héi thing bé mudn dn nhan g,
né lai khéng noéi gi, “Binh thudng? Nam? Xuc xich cay kiéu Y?”,
Michael héi, nhung né van im lang.

“Banh éch thi sao?”, Pauline kién nghi, né mién cudng cudi,
Pauline cling cudi réi duong duong tu dic néi véi Michael, “Ong
ngoai, hay mua cho ba chau t6i mot chiéc pizza éch”.

“Dinhién!”, Michael vira vui miing tra 16i vita bo ra khéi giudng di
mua pizza.

Anh muén chiu ngoai goi minh 13 “Ong” - vi héi trudc anh goi
6ng cia minh nhu thé. Nhung, néu Pagan goi anh 13 “6ng ngoai”
thi cling dugc.

Khi chd pizza & “Quéan ngon”, Michael goi mét ct dién thoai. Anh
tim thay sd dién thoai & quay thong tin, bd déng xu vao, dién
thoai reo mudi tiéng hoic mudi hai tiéng, mét ngudi phu nit nghe
may.“Cé phai vién diéu dudng Nineteen Fleet Street khong?”, anh
hoi.

“Xin chao, toi cé thé... gip Becoming khéng?”.

Pau diy bén kia phat ra mot chudi tiéng soan soat, sau d6 chang
aindi gi. Phia sau quay hang, dau bép dang rudi sot ca 1én pizza.
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“T6i 14 Becoming”, Michael nghe c¢é tiéng ngudi noéi, “t6i gitp
dudgc gi cho ngai?”.

“T6i1a Michael Anton. Anh nhdé chit, t6i 13 bd ctia Serenity”. “A”.
“Anh xem, chiing t6i da dit vé chuyén bay vé Baltimore vao sang
mai cho con bé roi. Ca me né va téi sé cung vé véi nd, con ca con
trai né nita. Chac anh tan thanh cho né 8 canh con trai chi!”.

“T6i khong biét c6 ay cé con”. Becoming néi.

L& nao con bé khong néi su thit sao? Luc thé niy, Michael thay
1ong minh rdi bdi, nhung anh lién tran tinh lai: “Vay gid anh hiéu

r6ichu...”.

“Qua that, chuyén nay ciing 1am t6i rat khé xit. Cé dita tré thi ric
roi day”.

“Chac gi® anh hiéu tai sao t6i phai dua ca né vé roi chi?”.

“Anh ban thin yéu”, Becoming néi véi giong than thiét, “tdi nghi
anh chua hiéu rd chuyén ching t6i dang lam”.

“Phai”, Michael néi, “hdy cho chiing t6i biét chuyén gi da xay ra”.

“Co gai nay dudi stic vi hit ma tly, v chi suy sup, giong nhu say
rugu vay, hon nita lai hay kich dong bat ngo...”.

“Hut ma tay!”.

“Anh ban, chic chin c6 a4y khéng thé 1én may bay. Ca bac thang
trudc mat cd Ay ciing budc khong ndi”.

“Y anh 14... tht thudc giy té sao?”.
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“TAat ca cac loai thudc vién, thudc bdt va thudc nang cé trén doi.
Cac thuoc lam ta phan chan, tran tinh, ban truc tiép cho khach
hang khong qua giao dich va ca loai buén ban trai phép...”.

Michael choang vang dua ngudi vao tuong.

“Tham chi ca chd nay cb 4y ciing khéng budc ra néi, hai vi sao
trong chung c6 ay dugc? Hai vi sao c6 thé dé con trai c¢6 ay thay
b6 dang c6 ay bay gic?”.

Michael khong tai nao tra 16i duge. Dudng nhu c6 hong anh bi céi
gi d6 chan nghen lai.

“Anh ban? Anh vin con nghe t6i ddy chi1?”. Anh gic may.

“Quéan ngon” khéng ban mang vé, Michael danh phai cam chiéc
pizza boc gidy bac rat néng tay. Nhung khong sao, cd thé anh di
lanh thau xuong. Hai ham ring ctia anh dang danh bd cap, bude
chan cling niing né.

“Pudi stic”. Trong dau anh khéng ngling vang 1én hai tit nay. “Y
chi sa sut”, “hung phan” va “kich déng” - v4i anh nhiing ti ngit
nay hoan toan mdi la, cd cum tu “v6 trdch nhiém” ctia Destiny
cling la 1dm vé cling. Khuén mit Destiny lai hién ra trudc mit
anh, hoa tai cia c6 lac nhe cham vao cai b6t mau xanh nhat &
mo&t bén cam ciia ¢b. Liic d6, anh khong cht v dén cai bét, nhung
gid né lai khac siu trong tri nhé anh tua nhu mot vét seo.

Khi vé dén phong, Michael khéng néi chuyén nay véi Pauline.
Trong dau anh nghi, chic phai néi cho Pauline biét théi, nhung
qua thit biy gid anh khong tai ndo md miéng dudc. Anh chi néi:
“Anh c6 goi cho Becoming, hinh nhu phdi mét thdoi gian niia
Lindy méi dugc ra ngoai”.
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Anh ging guong minh chuin bi tra 18i nhiing chat van clia vd,
nhung may mén thay Pauline chi néi, “0”, d6ng thdi ngbi yén
mdt 1tc, cé 18 ¢d d3 doan biét, “Thé nén em thay tdt nhat ching ta
vé trudc, sau d6 lai dén dén né, dudc khong?”.

“Xem ra gid chi con cach nay théi”. Michael néi. Pauline thang hai
vai diing 1én m@ dén.

Pizza hoi uét, hon nita chang mui vi gi, Michael thay du thé nao
ho ciing chang con tAm trang in uéng. Anh ciing khong nhdé phai
mua nudc udéng, Pauline cam ba ly nhua dén nha vé sinh & doi
dién hanh lang lay it nudc lanh. Ltc dua ly cho moi ngudi,
Pauline con néi: “Can ly"’ nhtIng tr6ng cO ci nhu dang suy nghi
chuyén gi khéc. May lan c6 néi dudc nlta chUng thi giong tré nén
nhd. “O, chau ngoan, Pagan, ba lau cho nao... & day thoai mai day
chtt... ai muén dn thém ndo? Cé ai mudn an thém... khong?”.

Pagan thd d can vai miéng pizza clia minh, ché con du thi van dé
dé, mat dan chit vao ti vi. “An ngon khéng?”, Michael héi né.
Pagan khong tra 16i, dudi anh dén chdi 16a trén dau, né hip mat
lai, ngudi khom xuéng, trong bd dang ctt 1én la 1én 1ut.

Doi dién véi hién thuc di nao, da tré nay chi 1a vat thay thé. N6
khong phai dita con thit su ctia ho - dita con ma ho bay xuyén luc
dia dé dén tim.

Pagan khéng danh ring, khéng chli dau, ciing khdng cé théi
quen di tam. Lic dau né mic chiéc quan 16t mon rach mau xam
tron & géc tudng, toan thin xuong xau, ngudi khoéng ngling run
1én. Qua that né c6 quan 4o ngl, khong can ngudi khéc gitip, né
tu mic vio - bd quan 4o ngh dai dén gét chin cé in hinh phi
thuyén, khong sach sé& 1am. Mbi chiéc 4o chiéc quan trong tti déu
c6 mui vi ngdn ngot nhu dudng caramen, trén ngudi né cling theé.
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Luc tat dén va kéo rém clta s che 4nh dén & ngoai dudng, Pagan
khong phan d6i, ma bo 1én giudng Pauline, cudn tron trong chiéc
mén, chi d€16 mdi cai dau. Chiéc xe cttu hda vin dé trong hdp. N6
ngli ngay, hoi thé gap rat va déu din, Michael thay nhu tiéng thd
nhe cia méo con. N6 khéng mut ngdn cai, khéng buc bdi cling
khong ngdy, nhung né lai té dam.

Su6t may nim nay, tit sau khi Lindy bd nha di, Michael luén nghi
rot cude ho di 1am gi sai. Ho qua nuéng chiéu né sao? Qua
nghlem khac sao? Ho chua mét 1an danh né. Pauline luén nghi gi
néi nay - O, mbi khi bon tré choc gian c6, cb ludn 1ai nhai khong
ngling. Anh khéng thé khéng trach Pauline, Lindy hau nhu “sé
hitu” lai moi khuyét diém ctia Pauline: néng ndy, cuc doan,
khong thé doan biét trudc. Nhung dii thé, chang phai Pauline da
nhiéu 1an than rang biéu cdm khé doan biét cfia Lindy rat giong
v64i anh sao? C6 18 do ho cht ¥ qua nhiéu dén Lindy va ky vong
qua cao 8 né. Tai sao lai nhu thé? Tai sao?

Michael ngti thiép di, dudng nhu anh da thita nhin that bai ctia
minh viy, trong md anh da ndi: “Quén chuyén nay di, t6i bd cudc
roi”.

“Chao miing Lindy vé nha”. Sally viét thé trén tdm bang nhd;
George tay cam mot bd hoa, loai mua trong cac ctta hiéu doc
dudng; Karen ding & chd gan cong nhit, lam hanh khich méi
phai d6i hudng dé tranh c6 bé. “Chting con & day! Bén nay né!”, co
bé vui mitng dén nhay cén 1én. C6 bé mic chiéc viy ngin in van
tron, dit ngay thudng c6 bé chi toan mic quan bod va 4o thun, téc
bui tron, trong nhu ngudi mau quang cdo tap chi. Chac han cd bé
d3 stta soan tit khi tréi vita sang. Michael nhin thay khuén mit
quen thudc clia ¢d bé dang tim 16i budc dén trong ddm doéng.
George dang vuon cd nhin hanh khach bén canh anh. Sally chang
biét gi c3, vin nhanh miéng thé, nhung nu cudi trén mait hai
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ngudi kia dan tit di. “Chi 4y ddu?”, George héi bé me.

Pauline khong tra 18i, ma day Pagan ra trudc. “Xem bd me dua ai
vé ne!”, c6 ndi véi chung. “Pay la Pagan, con trai Lindy. Pagan,
day la di Karen, mg Sally, con day la cau George...”.

“Lindy ddu me?”, Karen hoi.
“Q, chi con phai &lai San Francisco mét thdi gian, né sé vé sau”.
“Tai sao? Chi 4y van khoe chtt a? B& me cé gip chi ay khong?”.

“Néi chinh x4c, khéng dudc gip truc tiép, nhung...”. “Doan xem
md cé gi nao, Pagan!”, Sally ndi, “téng... teng!” va 1ay ra mét con
chuot tdi béng mau nau, trong tdi ndé con cé mot con chudt
con.“Cho chau ne”. Sally ndi véi né.

Pagan dua tay nhin con chudt tti, nging dau buén b nhin vao
mat cla Sally.

“Chau phai néi cdm on di ch1t?”, Pauline nhic né. “CAm on a”. N6
noi véi giong tram thap nhung ré rang. Pauline 6m Pagan khoc
nac 1én, tua nhu né vita tao ra mét ky tich vay.

Trén dudng vé nha, Michael ngbi phia trudc, Pauline ngbi phia
sau, Pagan ngoi trén chan cb. Gid Pauline bat dau bia mdt ciu
chuyén vé Lindy, 1am Michael thay chan ngat. “San Francisco dep
tuyét voi”, c6 bat dau ndi, “chtiing con cling nén dén d6 du lich.
Lindy & noi tuyét diéu thé. B6 me cé néi chuyén véi chtt quan noi
d6, di nhién bé me cling mudn dua con bé vé ngay lic d6, nhung
con biét day, ho cé quy tic riéng, ho cé thé dung cach hiéu qua
gitip con ngudi giai tda 4p luc va trang thai cing thang. V& mit
d6, ho tién bd hon Baltimore nhiéu! Thé nén thdi gian sau chi con
mdi vé. Nhung, gid chiing ta c¢6 Pagan day! Ching phai rat tot
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sao? Chau trai Pagan clia chting ta! Chiing con khéng thay mat né
rat giong Lindy sao?”.

Thinh thoang, Michael ciing thiay bit min trudc sy thit ma
Pauline ké, vi anh hay nghi dén si dién ctia minh.

Nhung gid diy, anh lai thay cdm d6éng. Anh phat hién trong vg
anh an chia mot stitc manh to 16n, cling chinh nhiing ngudi phu
nit nhu Pauline di gitp cudc sdng cé thé tiép tuc.

Tinh yéu chay bdng va su kién tri khéng biét mét mdi ctia Pauline
danh cho Pagan di 1am Micheal né phuc c6. Di nhién Michael
cling gdp stic, mdi toi sau biia dn anh déu doc truyén cho Pagan
nghe, hodc cung né chdi tro béng chay danh cho tré con & sau
vuon. Pauline ludn cé nhiing thay d6i mdéi la, nhung bat hanh
thay, hinh nhu déu khéng cé hiéu qua. Pagan cam thay hoi nghi
hoic va s¢ hii trudc nhitng thay déi nay. Dudng nhu phan tng
ctia né hoi chdm va vé mit ludn u budn. Né thudng dung 4nh
mat xoi méi nhin ngudi khic, mat né ching chdp 1ay mot cai,
hon nita tréng c6 vé ngd nghéch. N6 rat it néi, hau nhu khéng hé
tra 10i cAu héi cfia ai va ludn canh gidc, dé phong ngudi khéc.
“Chau yéu cuda ba... Pagan!” Itic sang, Pauline goi tén va hén vao
tran né. N6 ngti trong phong Lindy, gidng nhu mot vi khach tam
tri luén ngai ngiing, mai dén khi c6 ngudi goi méi chiu day. “Bé
Pagan ngoan! Pén xem ba chuin bi bita sang ngon tuyét cho chau
day!”, Pagan chi nhin mét cai ma ching c6 phan tng gi. Nhung
Pauline chang chiit nan long. “Tring diy, chau yéu, ca nudc cam
tuoinual!”.

Qua that Pauline 13 ngudi t6t, Michael thay minh ciing vay, cé
diéu hai nguoi ho & chung véi nhau thi chang may tét. C6 18... v
anh mudn néi, ho khéng may thin thién. Ban thin anh ciing
khong biét tai sao.
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Mbi t6i khodng 7 gid, Michael déu goi dién dén Vién diéu dudng.
Anh nghi lc d6 1a thich hdp nhat. “Téi cé thé gip Becoming
khéng?”, anh hdi thing. Cai tén d6 cling chang con ky la véi anh
niia, tham chi anh cé thé goi cdi tén mdi ctia Lindy chang chit do
du. “T6i mudn héi thim tinh hinh cfia Serenity, t6i 12 bd ctia con
bé”.

Michael thay céi tén “Serenity” ching cé y nghia gi véi Pagan.
Nhung nhiing viéc nay lai canh tinh anh, vi liic anh goi ct dién
thoai thit ba, anh phat hién Pagan dang diing dudi ché tay caa
anh, im ling ling nghe, chang hé ct ddng tham chi 13 nin thé. “Co6
ay khde hon nhiéu rdi”, Becoming néi, “gi c6 ay biét hai vi da
mang con cd ay di, chiing t6i c6 néi vdi cb ay”.

“Né bao sao?”, Michael héi.

“O, gid c6 4y van rat it néi. Nhung chting t6i tin rang sé khoi
thoi!”.

Sau khi gdc mdy, Michael néi véi Pagan bang giong rat thoai mai:
“Xem ra ciing tot, chi can thém mét it thdi gian”. Anh ¢6 tinh néi
md ho, dé tranh Pagan nghe dudc gi d6, nhung thiang bé béng
nhién budng rii vai, Michael hiéu rang né di biét. Né con biét
nhiing gi? N6 hiéu dugc bao nhiéu?

Ong bac si gia khoa nhi Amble van chua nghi huu. Sau vai tuan
Pagan vé dén nha, ho dua né di kiém tra stic khde. Ho nghi rang,
c6 thé trudc diy Pagan chua tiing kham bac si, vi lic dau né
chang chut nghi ngd, chang thich thu gi véi d6 choi va kiéu bay
tri nhu mau gido trong phong chd kham bénh. Nhung trong qua
trinh kiém tra bdng nhién Pagan lai rit ngang nganh, ciing
khoéng chiu nghe 18i. N6 khong 1én tiéng, nhung kién tri khong
cdi 4o, rdi voi chay xudng khoi chiéc can. Khi dng nghe ctia bac si
vita cham vao nguc, né lién hat ra. “Um”. Bac si Amble néi véi ho,
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dudng nhu Pagan chi cé 3 tudi. “N6 bao 4 tudi rdi”, Michael néi,
“l8 ndo né nhd hon tudi d6 sao?”, nhung bac si Amble néi khéng
phai, 6ng dam khang dinh bang danh du nghé nghiép ctia minh
rang dda bé chi mdéi 3 tudi. Piéu nay 1am Michael cé suy nghi
khac. Gid anh nhd lai, ltic d6 thiang bé diing héi 1au, may chau lai,
dudng nhu chuin bi néi qua tudi minh dé ngudi khac tin phuc
hon. Michael toét miéng cudi, diy 1a 1an dau tién anh cadm thay
chau minh con c6 hy vong... O, anh thay day 1a biéu hién y thic
ctia céi toi.

Kiém tra xong, bac si Amble goi Michael dén phong lam viéc clia
minh, ldc d6 Pauline dang mic quan 4o cho Pagan. “A”, bac si
ngdi xudng ghé, sau d6 ndi, “di nhién, chiing tdi cé thé doan biét
rat nhiéu diéu. T6i ddm néi cu bé chua tiing tiém chiing phong
ngita, toi sé bao y ta xtt 1y”. Ong cAm cAay viét bi 1én, sau dé cii dau
nhin td gidy, néi: “Khéng cé ngay thang nim sinh, ndi sinh, tén
16t... thdm chi cd ho ctia né cling khéng xac dinh, theo 16i vg anh”.

“T6i dam khang dinh, né ho Anton”, Michael ndi.

Anh khéng mudn nhic nhd bac si Amble, tat ca chuyén nay déu
khong phai do anh hay Pauline 1am ra. Ho chi dua Pagan dén
kiém tra, sau d6 tiém chiing cho nd!

Sau dé bac si Amble ndi: “Cé tin tot”. “Sao?”.

“Anh xem, qua thit né c6 quan hé mau mu vdi anh chi, anh xem
1ic dau né dua dam vg anh thé nao!”.

“Phai diy, nhung... né ching may néi chuyén véi chiing toi, gan
mot thang nay roi. Toc db thich Uing vdi ching tbéi cia né qua
cham”.

“Pay ciing 1a chuyén tot, diéu nay ching td quan hé hai me con
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né rat mat thiét”.

T6i nghiép qud, Michael ciing khéng ngd minh dé muii long dén
thé.

“T6i cé thé gip Becoming khong?”.
“T6inghe”.

“Tdi 14 Michael Anton. Tdi muén hdi thim tinh hinh cda
Serenity”.

“A, vang”. Michael chd dgi.
“Serenity chang con & chd ching toi nita”. Becoming noi.
Tim Michael nhu ngliing d4p. Anh héi: “Anh néi sao?”. “T6i hém

qua, Idc chtng tbi kiém tra phong c6 ay, phat hién c6 4y bién mat

pald )}

roi”.
“T6i khong hiéu”.
“Xem ra, cd 4y quyét dinh tit bd moi gitip d& ctia chting t6i”.

“Nhung... y anh 13, nd bd di? Anh ting ndi vdi tbi cd bac thang
trudc mat né ciing khéng budc néi ma!”.

“O, nhung khoang thoi gian méi day cd 4y khong ngling tién bb.
C6 4y néi mudn bat dau lai véi con trai minh. Ching t6i déu cho
rang c6 iy c6 tién bd! Nhung gid c6 ay lai ¢d tinh tit ch6i 1am lai
cudc ddi. Chuyén thé nay thinh thoang cling xay ra, chtng toi
khong biét phailam sao”.

Giong Becoming td ra rat bi ai, thAm tram hon binh thudng.
Nhung Michael d3 néi l#ta gidn. Lindy ting nhic dén con trai
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minh!

Di nhién, né di bd di. N6 lai trd thanh ngudi tu do cé thé né sé vé
Baltimore doi lai con trai.

Anh héi Pauline con nhd cach lién lac vGi Destiny khéng. Nhung
c6 bao khéng nhé. Anh luén nang nic doi gitt lai nhitng hda don
dién thoai cii, phai, gid chic c6 hiéu tai sao anh 1am thé. “Em goi
di, em néi chuyén véi cé ay tot hon”, anh néi véi Pauline, “hdi
xem Lindy cé & @6 khdng. Néi véi Destiny, néu Lindy dén, con bé
c6 thé §lai d6, cho dén khi ching ta gdi tién vé may bay sang cho
no”.

Pagan ra ngoai chdi béng chay vdi George va Sally, day 1a diéu
may main, né khéng & nha dé€ ching kién canh hén loan nay.
Ngin t ban tua nhu bi gié bio tin céng, Michael dung tay tim
1ay téc minh, Pauline ciing hoang hét, c6 thit bAm s6 dién thoai,
nhung lai bAm nham. Destiny néi véi Pauline ring ching thiy
Lindy dau. Di nhién, néu Lindy dén ché c6 ay, cd 4y sé nhin tin
lai. Néu cé tin gi ¢6 ay ciing goi dién dén bdo, di nhién nha Anton
phai tra tién dién thoai. Nhung ndi thit, c6 chang hy vong nhiéu.

Sau khi gic dién thoai, Pauline trong rat  rii. “Biy gid, anh xem
day! Chung ta lai tré vé trang thai ban dau”, c6 ndi, “con gai
chung ta lai bd di noi khac, hon nita chiing ta chang biét né di
dau!”.

Lan nay Michael lai rat lac quan. “Em biét bon tré gid thé nao ma.
Qua giang xe hoic di xe ban dé dang théi, chic né dang trén
dudng vé nha, hon nita da di dudc nlta dudng réi!l Anh thiy... lic
nao, hém nay 1a thit by, anh chic chan thi hai né sé vé, khong
chiing sém hon”.

Khi Pagan choi béng trd vé, né hoan toan khéng doan dugc cé
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chuyén gi khac thudng x4y ra. Pauline van vui vé nhu moi ngay.
Michael van binh tinh thé, lac quan cho rang Lindy dang dan tr&
vé bén ho. Anh dudng nhu dang thay Lindy di giita con dudng
cao toc, cb bé cling dang nhin anh, méi nd nu cudi. Anh thay nhu
c6 bé khong phai d6 tudi nay. Du su that thé ndo, nhung anh van
mudn nghi thé nay: Lindy 12 mot ¢6 bé khodng tdm chin tudi,
thit hai bim téc, mic chiéc quan ngin bén trong chiéc vay, nhu
thé né cé thé 16n nhao va trong chudi khip noi. Pau goi Lindy da
déng may, c6 bé chinh l1a Lindy nhi nhanh, hoat bat va nghich
ngom ctia anh, gid c6 bé sap vé nha roi.

Cé mot khoang thoi gian ngan nha Anton nudi mot con ché chin
cttu. N6 dugc goi 1a quy ba. N6 thich kéu la, hon nita lai hay phan
khdi khac thudng. Bat ky liic nio, chi can cé diia tré ra khéi nha,
né déu chay dén chd cita kinh, diing bang hai chan sau, dung
chép miii vén man clta s6 1én. N6 khéng ngiing stia vao ban dém,
minh rung 1én, nhung chua tiing gic vudt nhe nanh.

May ngay nay gia dinh Anton dang chd Lindy. Michael luén nhin
vé phia clta, déi mat ra dudng. M6i chiéc xe hoi, méi ngudi di
ngang déu 1am tim anh dap thinh thich. Mii dén cht nhat, anh
luén ngdi trude clia s6, gan nhu bat ddng, du thinh thoidng anh né
tranh Pauline, khong mudn dé& c6 nhin thay. Pauline luén chd
dién thoai, hon nita ¢6 ¢d tinh khéng nghe dién thoai cfia ai d6
qua lau.

T&i cht nhit George va Sally dén in t6i, nhung Michael khéng
ngiing r&i khéi ban in. Pém d6 anh ciling thic diy nhin ra cong
may 1an, con v nhu di vé sinh. Thi hai anh & nha khéng di lam,
anh bdo di nhG quan ly tréng nom cta tiém. Nhung sau 4o,
Michael khéng ngliing goi dién thoai héi tinh hinh & d6, Pauline
ludn néi: “Pii rdi ddy, Michael, diing goi dién nita dudc khong?”.
Chau trai cia Wanda Lipska nha hang x6m md&i Pagan di choi,
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nhung khi Pauline bdo Michael 14i xe dua né di, Michael lai néi tot
nhat khong nén 1am thé, vi cé 18 clta hiéu dang can dén anh.
Pauline gao 1én, sau dé tiic gian 13y chia khda xe di. Sau khi c6 di,
Michael luén dting trudc ctta kinh dit chang thiy mot ai di ngang
qua didy. Ngoai xe tai, cling chang c6 chiéc xe nao ca, mii dén khi
Pauline 1ai xe vé, Michael mdi kéo man cta so lai.

Thti ba anh ciing khéng di 1am, anh bao dau ¢6 hong. Thi tu anh
di lam nhu moi ngay.

Ho khéng nhic dén chuyén nay, chang ai néi véi ai mét cau. Ho
chiim lang.

C6é mdét khoang thdi gian, dit Michael goi dién lic nao déu phat
hién Pagan dang diing bén canh. Nhung dan da khéng thé nita,
Pagan bat dau dén bé boi, con két ban véi may bé gai nha hang
x6m. Phong né chit day moi thit: dudng ray xe lita, tip t6 mau, xe
hoi nhd 1am bang hdp diém, xe cttu hda da 1ay khdi hop ti 14y,
con chudt tai bong mau niu va chubt tdi con, banh quy bé vun,
khing long nhua, canh tay va con mat cia “Mr Bean”.

Michael nghi, mét ngay nao d4, cé 1& Pagan sé ké vé cudc song
trudc day cia né va Lindy. Tuy trong tri nhé bat chot ctia tré con
chi 13 nhitng chuyén vun vit, nhung van cé ich, diéu nay cé thé
cho ho chtt manh méi. Dudng nhu, Pagan di quén hét moi
chuyén trudce diy, thinh thodng Michael nghi rang né khong biét
chuyén gi da xay ra v4i minh.

Mot sang no, Michael 14i xe dua Pagan tham gia cam trai, Pagan
bd quén chiéc mén & nha, lai phai chay vé 13y, tuan nay di 1a lan
th' hai no quén roi. Michael chﬁng con nhan nai: “C6 1& chau
khéng cé no cling duoc chi 1an nay théi day” Anh néi. NhUng
Pagan bao: “Chau can nd, 6ng ngoai, chdu can mang theo né”. Thé
1a Michael dap manh thing, trd ngudc dau xe, ngay chinh ltc d6,
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bdéng nhién anh nhé dén cudn sich trudce day cho cac con doc, ¢
tén 1a “Heidi”. Heidi 13 md&t bé gai, né dugc dua 1én nii Alps séng
chung vdi 6ng ngoai. Michael nhé rang, trong sach cht yéu miéu
td kha ning thich ng mobi truéng mdi ctia Heidi. Nhung giG anh
nghi, 6ng cd bé sé thé nio? Cé ai nghi dén cdm nhan cla ngudi
ong d6 vé viéc phai thich tng cudc sdng vdi mot cd bé khong?

Bay gid, Michael thay vita sting bai vita ngudng md 6ng.

Ngay Quoéc té lao ddng, ho nudng thit va bay tiéc ngoai trdi nhu
moi nim. Hau nhu day 43 13 truyén thong clia gia dinh. S6 khich
mdi cling rat déng: Karen trd vé sau khi két thtic nim hoc, di
nhién cé cid George va Sally, bd va vd chdong chi em gai clia
Pauline, ca con ctia ho ciling dén. Pauline va Michael 14y ghé trong
nha xe ra, sau d6 bat dau ban rén chuin bi. Pauline sg khéng du
rau, ¢ tron thém mot it xa lach. Lic goi dién bao George vé, cd
dan né nhd mang thém it thit bo xay, it phit sau lai goi bdo né
mua banh mi hamburger. “Em khéng hiéu sao ching ta ctt mii
1am thé”, ¢d néi véi Michael, “hinh nhu chting ta déu khéng thich
thé nay, em sip mét chét r6il”, qua that trén mit c6 hién day nép
nhin, tréng rat mét mai.

Michael khéng muén & dé, thé 13 anh quyét dinh dén thim
Eustace. Pay 14 thdi quen ctia anh, di1 gid Eustace dudc trg cap
bao hiém xi hoi, nhung thinh thoang anh van 14i xe vao thanh
pho thim va cho anh 4y it tién. Trudc khi di, anh gio to: “Lat nita
sé vél”. Cling may, sudt may tuin nay anh ludén muén lam
chuyén nay, chic c6 biét.

Thé nhung, cd chang biét gi ca - hoic v nhu khong biét. Khi anh
vé dén nha, c6 vita thay da héi: “Anh di ddu d6 ha?”.

“Pén nha Eustace. Anh néi v4i em ro6i ma, sao thé?”. Anh héi van,
sau d6 nhin dong ho sau lung ¢6, mdi bon gid rudi, budi hop mait
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5 gid mdi bat dau.

Nhung Pauline cau nhau: “Anh cé néi véi em dau! Em sip dién
roil Nita gid trude bo di dén, ngdi mdt minh trong dd, ngoai
Pagan ching ai ndi chuyén vdi 6ng. Karen di mua d4, nhung gid
van chua vé, hon nita dén gid anh van chua nhém la & gia
nudéng!”.

“Con nhiéu thdi gian ma!”. Michael chéng ché, thit ra anh chi néi
do6i theo sau lung Pauline, vi ¢6 dd ngoanh mat bo di.

T ltc &6 dén khi budi hop mit két thic, anh chang ¢ co héi néi
chuyén véi cb. C6 ctt di di, di lai, sau khi vi khach cudi cling rdi
khoi, Karen chti dong dua Pagan di ngt, lic nay Michael mdi y
thitc dugc Pauline van con gidn anh. Anh mang mét chong dia
vao bép, bdng nhién c6 ndi: “CAm on! Viéc nay em ty lam dudc”.
Co6 gianh 1ay chdng dia trong tay anh, dit manh xudng, nhung
dia khong vG, dung la ky tich.

“Poll”. Anh goi.
“Pung goi em la Poll!”.

“Pauline, anh xin 16i, chiéu nay anh ra ngoai, nhung chi dén thim
Eustace thoi, em cling biét ma, néu anh khong dén, anh ay sé rat
budn”.

“Pung ro6i, di thé ndo, ching ta ciing phai nghi dén cdm nhén cla
Eustace! Ngudi dan 6ng gia 1am thué cho anh ngan kiép trudc. Bd
mic em chuan bi buéi hop mit 16n thé nay, bén canh con cé dita
bé ba tudi, 6ng bd tdi nghiép clia em, chic 6ng dang nghi sao
chang ai chio dén minh!”.

“Sao anh biét dudc bd em dén sédm chit?”.
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“Bd 1a ngudi nha, Michael! B6 mudn dén ltic nao ching dugdc! Anh
chi nghi dén ngudi nha anh thdi, bA me hay gat géng ctia anh, em
chim séc mii dén ngay ba mat, cd mdt cAu cam on ciing khéng
c4. Nhung khi me em di lac, anh chang chiu gitip em!”.

“Anh gitip em tim me may lan day théi! Trdi a, hai ndm cubi lic
me con sdng, anh da tip thanh théi quen dé mit téi me em! C6
mot tdi chi minh anh, thdm chi chang ai déng ctta hiéu...”.

“0, clta hiéu, cta hiéu! Anh chi biét clta hiéu yéu quy cta anh
théi!”.

“Con mudn gi?”, Pauline hdi Karen, c¢6 bé dang diing trudc cla
bép.

“Khéng cé gi”. Karen hodng hot néi, “Con chi muodn chuc bé me
ngu ngon”. C6 bé khéo 1éo né tranh van de.

“Ngl ngon, con yéu”. Michael ndi véi Karen, nhung Pauline lai
khoéng, nhiing lic thé nay, c¢6 ludén lan 16n moi thu lai véi nhau,
néu gidn ai, c6 muodn cho ca thé gidi biét 1a ¢6 dang gian.

“Tham chi ca khi con gai anh bd nha di”, ¢6 ndi, “anh & dau chu?
2 * A 4 \ ~ LAY
J ctta hiéu! Lic nao cling ctra hiéu!”.

“Em nghi anh cé thé di ddu ch? Con em, ngoai viée chim séc ba
dda con, em lam dugc nhiing gi...”.

“0, that bat cdng, Michael. Thit ching céng bing gi ca! Lé nao
anh nghi Lindy bd nha di 14 16i tai em sao? Con anh? Anh lam b6
ma lanh nhat, quai g& thé, bon tré sao lai khéng muén bd di sém
dé tranh xa ngudi bo lanh ling nhu anh? Pay chinh 14 1y do tai
sao con gai 16n bd di véi ban trai, con trai chua t6t nghiép dai hoc
d3 két hon, con gai it nghi hé, tham chi cling khéng vé nha!”.
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Luc cdi nhau vdi Pauline, Michael luén rat gian, anh khéng thé
khong ra ngoai. Pauline goi diy 13 hanh ddéng 1an tranh - qua dé
cang chiing td thai d6 thd o clia anh. Nhung Pauline khéng biét
rang, chi cé nhu thé, c6 mdi chiu im ling.

Anh ra ngoai qua clta sau va déng clta chin gié am mot cai. Khu
vuon t6i om, nhiing chiéc ghé van dé thanh tiing chdng, anh tim
1ay mot chiéc ghé, xoay mot vong, thé 1a ghé khéng hudng vao
nha nita. Anh ngbi 1én dé, ngang mit nhin troi, dau trong rong.

Sau lung anh, dén trong nha tat hét cai nay dén cai khéc. Trdi toi
hon, sao cling sdng hon. Anh nghe hang loat tiéng déng cla: ctta
bép, ctta phong ngl, cb 18 con cé ca clta ti Am tudng. Nhung anh
van ngdi dé, hy vong tim minh cé thé binh yén trd lai.

Mot ngudi phu nit dién cudng, 1am ngudi ta khé chiu, tinh than
bat 6n; khi tAm trang c6 4y vui, giong ndi lai toat 1én su hung
phan khac thudng, mat cling sang 1ap 1anh, nhung sut hung phan
nay ctia c6 that dé sg. Tai sao? Tai sao? Tai sao minh lai chon két
hén véi c6 ay chi? Lic d6 minh cé thé cudi c6 gai Ba Lan dé
thuong khde manh nha hang xém, hoic 1a nhiing c6 gai tré tot
bung trong cang tin héi chit thap dé & Virgina! Sao minh lai chon
mdt ngudi khong thé nao nam bat dugc chit?

C6 khong cé quyén trach méc quan hé gitta anh va céc con. So véi
b6 anh, anh da gﬁn glli véi cac con nhiéu 1am rdi. Con ctta hiéu, c6
ay nghi t1en di cam trai, hoc nhac, hoc dai hoc va du lich lay & dau
ra chi? O, ¢b ay chua tiing nhin thiic dudc su nghiép cta anh
thanh cong thé nao. Ngay tit dau, ¢ luén héi thiic anh tit bd cita
hiéu cf, di ctta hiéu cii @6 mang dén cho ho mot khoan thu nhép
rat kha. Sau dé c6 lai muén c6 mét siéu thi hoan chinh, thip dén
huynh quang, cé hanh lang rong, bay diy hang héa. Nhung
Michael biét rat rd viing ngoai 6 thiéu thi gi, chinh 14 cta hiéu
tap héa kiéu cii, quy mé khdéng 16n nhung cé thé phuc vu mbi
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ngudi. Nhan vién phai goi tén khach hang, dat héa don cta ho
trén mit ban, hon nita c6 thé cung cap keo cho con ho. Gid anh da
c6 mot lugng khach hang c6 dinh, nhung Pauline c6 titng khen
anh mot 1an khéng? Khéng cé, mii dén hdm nay c6 van khong
ngiing khuyén anh md siéu thi, chi can anh bat dau tranh luin,
c6 lai la toang 1én. “Néu khéng phai em, gid anh van con & cai noi
héo 1anh d6, diing khéng?”, ¢b nédi, “Mdbi ngay ban cho ba ba lio
3,5 panh (1 panh bang 0.473 lit) sita!”.

Thinh thodng, anh thay ho giong anh em hon vd chong: khéng
ngiing canh tranh, ty nanh nhau. Nhiing d6i vd chdng khic cling
thé sao? It ra dudi mit ngudi ngoai, ho khdng phai nhu thé.

Anh tin rang, tit cd ho, nhitng thanh nién két hon trong thdi ky
chién tranh déu cé chit sai lam. Anh thay ho di doc theo cac con
dudng trong thanh phd, giong nhu nhiing ngudi anh gip ldc di
linh, sau dé tiing d6i htta hen va cting nhau thay déi. Chi anh va
Pauline van thé, trd thanh d6i tuyén tht nghiép du cudi cting con
lai trén thao trudng duyét binh.

Anh nh3m mait lai, mong dudc tAm sy véi ai @6 vé van dé nay.
Nhung tdm su véi ai day? Anh mat lién lac véi nhitng anh ban
song & nha cii roi. Cudc séng xa giao ctia anh déu 1a nhitng budi
hoi hop da 1én ké hoach trudc - tiéc cocktail va bita tdi § Emlview
Acres. Thuc té, anh chang mudn tham gia, vi 8 &6 anh khéng cé
ban be. Anh tung thich ai d6 sao? Co ai tiung thich anh sao? Lé
nao anh la ngudi lanh lung, v6 tinh?

Thé nhung, mét ltc sau, cta chan gié m3 am mdt cai, roéi déng
nhe lai. Cé ngudi di chan tran qua cic phién da 16t san tién dén
chd anh. Michael thay an Gi hon, cé thé néi Pagan luén 13 ngudi
ban than ctia anh, chinh Pagan gitp anh xda bd nhiing dé nén va
cam giac c6 doc ngdt ngat.
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Dtta bé ra stic bo 1én ghé. Michael md& mét ra, anh dua tay xoa nhe
dau Pagan, r6i hai 6ng chau ngoi nhin bau trdi dém day cac vi sao
tram mac.
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Chuong 5

Ngéy 26 thang 9 ndm 1972, Michael va Pauline mung ky
niém 30 nim ngay cudi, ngudi than dén nha ho dung biia
com than mat. Pay 13 ngay thi ba, George va Karen déu bao
khong phai lic tot dé hop mat. Nhung Pauline kién quyét lam
theo ngay thuc té. C6 thich tuyén bd véi ngudi than: “Ngiy nay
30 nim trudc, bd me dang trén tau hda, dén Washington hudng
tuan tring mat!”, c6 thich néi thé hon, chit khéng phai néi, ngay
ndy muc su tuyén bo bd me 1a vg chdng. Cac con clia ho déu
khong thé tan s sém. George dang 1am mot cong viéc quan trong
lién quan dén viéc sat hop cac coéng ty, Karen dang hoc nim hai
dai hoc Luat.

Trén ban in tdi c6 bay ngudi: Pauline va Michael ngdi hai dau
ban, Karen va Pagan ngdi phia clia s6, George va Sally ngdi phia
t dn, con trai JoJo ngdi gitta ho trén mot chiéc ghé cao. Pauline
dé trong mot chd danh cho Lindy, c6 cho rang Lindy sé vé bat cu
luc nao.

Chinh vi JoJo, nén 6 gid t6i ho diing bita. N6 vita tron 20 thang, cé
ltm doéng tién dé thuong, 1a niém hy vong clia Pauline. George
néi nén tim bao miu chim séc nd, Pauline thang thitng phan dai.
Ldc moi ngudi ndi 16i chiic ming Micheal va Pauline, muéng cta
JoJo phat ra tiéng ddng, Sally voi xin 16i, Pauline lién néi: “Néu
khoéng cé chdu, tiéc ky niém ngay cudi cia bd me dau con y nghia
gi?”, sau d6 cb di qua va nung ma Pagan. Pagan ciing 13 niém hy
vong clia ¢d, gid né @i 7 tudi, cling ngay cang khong thich ngudi
khac 6m. N6 cudi mot cai, né ¢ va bat dau dn miéng banh mi da
trét bo.
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Nhiing mén in chang cé gi 13 ngon. C6 van ché bién nhitng mén
cil: thit bd nudng, khoai nudng, rau diép trén va banh kem s6cola
trang miéng. Pay 1a sy nhudng bd clia c6 danh cho Michael. “Vi
anh day, anh yéu”, c6 ndi va nang ly 1én, “khéng cé nhitng 16i tan
thudng, cling khong thiy niam, tring ca hoic atisd, chang cé gi
c3, rat don gian, chinh 13 thit anh muén”.

Michael ngitng nhai thic an, ning ly cia minh: “Ping thé, cam
on, em yéu”. Trong ly 14 sim panh, nhung anh khéng phan dai.
Khi cudc hon nhan di kéo dai 30 nim, ban khong thé uéng rucu
1 1u nam.

Bay gid, téc Michael 33 ngd mau xadm, mit anh ciing ¢ nép nhin,
nhung tréng anh rat déo dai. Téc Pauline lai chang biét 1a mau gi,
c6 18 1a vang xen 1an trang ching. C6 gilt ddng minh rat dep,
nhung bung hdi to. Tém lai, ¢d cho rang ho van 14 mét d6i vg
chéng rat xing. Hon niia, ¢ ciing hianh dién trude canh tugng
nay: mSi ngudi déu mic bd trang phuc dep nhat, dau téc chai
ngay ngan bong mugt. Tham chi Karen, binh thuong chang
mang stia soan, toi nay 6 cling dién 1én, mic chiéc vay ngin cit
may cdng phu, con bd ca kinh ra, thay vao dé 1a d6i kinh sat trong
ma c6 ludn than rang nglia mat.

HOm nay Karen thay mat moi ngudi tidng qua cho ho. C6 va
George nhin nhau vai cai, George vién c@ ra ngoai mét ltc, khi
anh mang mot chiéc hdp det hinh chit nhit géi gidy vao, Karen
hdén hé néi: “Chao, mdi moi ngudi nhin bén nay!”.

“O! Gi thé?”, Pauline hdi, “A, con yéu, cic con chang can ting qua
cho b6 me dau”.

“Vang”, Karen néi vé chAm biém, sau dé moi ngudi déu cudi, vi
Pauline thudng thich dung qua danh gid thanh y ctia ai d6. Karen
néi tiép: “Thua bd me, diy 124 mén qua chiing con ting bd me.
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Ching con mudn ting mén qua gitip bd me nhdé dén cudc séng 30
nam qua”. C6 lay moén qua trén tay George, dit trén tay Pauline.

Pay 12 mot khung hinh, nhin bén géc canh va chd 16m chinh
gitta, Pauline di dodn ra dugc. C6 nghi chac ching phéng 16n mét
tdm anh cudi, hoic 1dy mot tAm trong sd dé 1am thanh tranh vé.
Khi xé bd 16p gidy gdi, c6 phat hién hai khung bau duc song song
trong tdm vai lanh mau nga, cb siing s6. Khung dau tién 13 tim
anh chup Michael liic tré, mic chiéc 4o jacket card xi1 xi, nghiéng
mat nhin trdi. TAm th( hai 1 Pauline, cling rat tré, vin nén mim
cudi. Hai tdm anh nay c6 déu rat quen thudc - tdm anh cla
Michael do me chong dé lai trong mét hop gidy, tAm clia cd trong
album anh cudi ctia Donna - nhung dit né canh nhau, dong théi
kham vién vang, bén dudi con phti thit gi d6, diéu nay lam c6 rat
bat ngd, c6 van khong hiéu né lién quan gi dén k¥ niém ngay két
hén ctia c6. “Tuyét qua!”, khi Pauline dua né cho Michael, anh
mim cudi rat tudi, nhung that ra Pauline biét anh ciing khéng
hiéu y nghia mén qua.

Sally giai thich: “Pay 1a b6 me trudc ldc gip nhau”. “Trudc lic bo
me gip nhau?”, Pauline héi.

“Lé cudi ctia di Donna la ngay 8 thang 11 nim 1941;

phia sau tdm anh cia b6 c6 ngudi viét: § nha chii Bron, Lé ta on
nam 1941. Thé nén dnh nay chup khoang vai tuan tham chi 13
vai ngay trudc khi bé me gap nhau & ctrta hiéu tap héa”.

“Hay nhi!”, Michael ndi.

Pauline cﬁng ngac nhién khéng néi nén 16i. That tinh cg, hai tim
anh nay la bang chiing sau cung cho khoadng thdi gian trudc khi
ho gii tit cudc séng doc than... O, nhin Pauline xem, ngay tho biét
nhudng nao! Thim chi trén mat Michael cling 16 vé ngay thd va
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binh yén!

“Bd me chang biét gi ca”, c6 ndi, “b6é me khoéng ngd cé chuyén nhu
thé! Khong cé su kién Tran Chau cang, khong cé chién tranh, bo
me cling khong thé gip nhau, bd me ciling khong cé con cai, chau
ctla b me lai cang khé tudng tugng né sé nhu thé nao!”.

“Phai 4! Chtic ming ky niém ngay cudi!”, George xen vao.

“Con nhé lic anh biang vét thuong cho em khéng?”, Pauline héi
Michael. “Em thay ltc @6 anh rat tuyét voi. Gid ddy mbi 1an em
ngtti thay mui biang keo déu nhd dén lic d6!”.

“Em d6i mii d6”, Michael néi, “liic em tham gia diéu hanh, c6 mét
thoang anh khoéng thay em, sau @6 anh thay mét mang mau dé
hién ra trudc mit, tua nhu tit cd mau déu chay vé huyét quan
anh vay”.

“Con ca nhiing 1an cii nhau dién cuéng clia chting ta”, Pauline cé
vé tuoi tinh, “moét 1an em nhay tit trén du quay & khu vui choi
xudng, vi anh dén du sinh nhat Katie Vilna ma khong din em
theo, con nhg khong?”.

“Lic dé du quay dang quay day!”, Michael néi véi nhiing ngudi
khéc, “B6 me cach mit dit it nhat 4 feet (1 feet = 12 inchs =
0.3048m)!”.

“Nhan vién phuc vu s¢ hodng hdn”. Pauline ndi tiép, r6i cudi rd
1én.

“Con trong khoang thdi gian huan luyén dic biét, anh gbi tra tat
ca thu ciia em”. Michael néi.

“Hb6i em mang thai tdm thang, anh bdo em béo, 1am em tttc chét
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duoc”.

“Em mic d6 nghi vé nha bd me, con nhé khong ndo?”. Bdng nhién
Michael khéng ndi nita, Pauline nhin theo &nh mit anh, thay hau
nhu nhiing ngudi khic déu khong hing thu vdéi tro tiéu khién
ctia ho. Chi c6 Sally ngbdi vita cudi vita nghich yém ctia JoJo.

“Du thé nao”, Michael ndi, “cadc con déu rat ngoan”. “Phai day,
cam on cac con!”, Pauline xen vao.

Moi ngudi dung ddy nang ly chiic mung.

“Lic nay 30 ndm trudc”, Pauline ndi, “em va anh dang lam tha
tuc dang ky trong khach san President Lincoln 8 Washington!”.

CO cbi 4o, run run treo 1én gia. Trén c6 4o c6 mdt ddm nho mau
hong, nhung néu che bang do cai 4o, c6 con cé thé mac thém mot
lan, sau d6 dua dén tiém giat Gi.

“Mét nhdém cdc anh linh va tha thuay di lai trong sanh 16n, anh
nhd khong?”, c6 héi Michael. Anh dang 1dy d6 dac trong tui 4o
khoac dé 1én ban, khong tra 15i. C6 ndi tiép, “em ngdi trén ghé,
chd anh diang ky phong cho chiing ta. Em cam vi tién & tay trai,
thé nén moi ngudi déu biét chting ta két hon roi”.

C6 ludén nhd nhitng hudéng dan trong cudn sich “Kim chi nam
hén nhan cho cac ban nit” ma me dua cé. “Thu gidn”, cudn sach
day, “tin tudng chong va dé anh 4y chi dan ban”. Nhin tit chd c6
ngdi, trong Michael hoi thip tho va rat vung vé. Nhin ti phia sau
c6 anh thon dai nhu mot dia tré.

“Thu vi that, chuyén 1au thé, gid nghi lai hét nhu ngay trudc
mat!”, ¢d ndi, “Em con nhd dudc titng hang dinh trén tay vin ctia

ghé! Chiing bang dong thau, déng & d4, nén liic em s tay vao cé
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cam giadc rat go ghé”.

C6 cho anh thdi gian néi xen vao, nhung rat hién nhién 1a anh
khéng mudn.

“Sau d6 anh linh budc dén”, c6 néi tiép, “em nhd hinh nhu 1a mét
trung td. Anh ta héi: ‘C6 di mét minh sao?’. Em ndi: ‘Khong, toi
dang chd chong t6i ding ky phong!’. Pay 1a 1an dau tién em diing
tl ‘chdng t6i’ 3 chén cdng céng. Bédng nhién em phat hién anh
ding trudc mit em va dang rat gidn. Em di gidi thich rang em
khoéng cd tinh néi thé! Chuing ta vio thang mdy, anh vin con
gidn, em khéng nglng gidi thich véi anh, cudi cling cd ngudi
phuc vu cling tin 16i em”.

“Phai”, Michael néi, “hinh nhu 13 thé”. Cudi cing anh quay ngudi
lai nhin c6, “Tham chi, ching ta 43 danh nhau ngay dém tan
hoén”.

“6, néi chinh x4c hon khéng phai 14 danh nhau. N6 gidng hiéu
1am hon, nhung réi chtng ta 1am lanh ngay. Pay 1a dém tan hén
tht vi! Anh con nhd khéng? Anh yéu!”. C6 hdi, gi Pauline rat vui,
c6 di cdi hét chi con chiée vay 16t va chiéc 4o 16t ren trong rat goi
cam.

Nhung dudng nhu Michael chang thiy gi ci. “Nhay ti trén du
quay xuéng”, anh ndi, “chay dén nha ho hang em. Pauline, em c6
nghe thay t6i nay chiing ta néi gi khong? Em cé nghe thay 15i
ching ta néi khéng? Trong ky tic ciia em chi cé cdi nhau, trudc
day anh chua tiing ch1 ¥ dén diéu nay. Em cé thay vé mit clia cac
con khdong?”.

“Dau chi cé cii nhau, Michael. Trdi a!” Pauline néi, d6ng thoi voi
nhd dén vé mit ctia cac con. Lic d6 chi cé Michael nhay bén quan
sat nhiing diéu nay. “Em dang ké anh bang vét thuong cho em
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thé nao”, cé nédi, “anh ké vé chiéc 4o dé cia em...”.

“Anh d3 nhic dén thoi khic hoa binh duy nhat trong ddi ching
ta!”, anh noi.

“Sao?”.

Michael khong tra 16i, mim chit méi, &nh mat anh trong rat u
uat.

C6 ding xa anh mdot chut, roi dit mot tay 1én canh tay anh. “O,
Michael”, c6 ndi, “Tai sao? D6 khong phai su thit! Chung ta luén
song rat vui vé! Khoang thdi gian d6 rat ling man, ching ta cling
néi ra nhiing lo 1dng va sg hii trong 1ong minh va cudi vui vé.
Nhitng chuyén diia hoi cic con con nhd, anh nhd khéng? Hoi
trudc Karen goi nudc ngot 1a ‘nudc lang xang’, that vui? Chung ta
cling chia sé dau budn, nhiing ric rdi Lindy gy ra va ldc dau éc
me em dan trd nén... nhitng an Gi anh danh cho em. Chiing ta cai
va d6i 1an thi sao? Em thay né chi chiing minh chting ta cé mot
cudc hén nhan tran day stc séng va minh liét! Em thay day 1a
mot cude hdon nhan rat tha vil”.

“Chang th vi chtit nao”. Michael ué 0ai néi. Tay c6 budng xudng.
“Chang khac gi dia nguc”. Anh lai 1am bam thém mét cau.

C6 nghe thay 16i anh néi, mong mudn biét bao minh chi nghe
nham! Anh khéng thé néi thé. Du1 ltc cii nhau kich liét nhit anh
cting khong thé noéi thé!

“Tat ca nhiing 1an gio thét, kéu khéc va nhiing hanh vi chiang
doan biét dugc”, anh néi, “ra ngoai, dip manh ctta, da vat dung

trong nha, ném quan 4o anh qua ctta s6, khéa anh bén ngoai
khéng cho vao nha...”.
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“Vay sao anh khong bo di?”, Pauline hoi. Michael khéng néi nita.

“Néu anh dau kho thé, hiy di di! Néu em 1am anh khéng vui thé,
néu anh dang chiu gidy vo, hiy di di! Anh coén ché gi nita?”.

Anh nhin ¢6 mét lic, sau @6 13y chia khda trén ban va ra khéi
nha.

Pay chinh 13 dém ky niém ngay cudi. Pauline cdi chiéc vay 16t
vién hoa, cudn tron né dé sang mai mang dén tiém giit Gi. C6 chu
y thay tay minh hoi run. C6 thay minh rat yéu, ctt nhu mot thdi
gian dai khong an udng, tim c6 dap don dap. Lic sg hii, ¢d hay cé
cam gidc nhu thé.

Co cdi 40 16t, nhung khong cdi quan 16t, réi mic vao mot chiée 4o
ngt tay dai. Mbi 1an thay lo ling, c6 déu mic quan 16t véi 4o ngl
dé ngl. Tt nhd c6 di tip thanh théi quen nay. C6 rita mit, danh
rang, thao hoa tai ngoc trai dit vao hdp trang stic. C6 dén dau kia
hanh lang, xem dén phong Pagan tit chua, sau d6 trd vé phong
minh, va leo 1én giuong.

Anh 23y sé vé, chic chin thé! Anh 4y binh tinh rdi sé vé théi! C6
thé trong liic ¢6 dang ngon gidc, anh vao phong déng ram ngin
kéo, ném d6i giay ning trich dudi dat. Anh thudng lam thé, va
chua mot 1an xin 16i. C6 thé may ngay lién anh déu lanh nhat, c6
néi: “Michael, ditng thé nita ma!”, anh sé gt géng: “Chuyén gi co?
Anh c6 1am gi dau!”, anh hay néi déi, anh khéng phai ngudi
thanh that. Anh chéng d6i véi ngudi khac bang mét cach khéng
thanh that, muc d6 thing thian clia anh ching bing mdt phan
mudi cda co.

Xem anh biéu hién thé nao trudc mat cac con: “Me con ndi thé
nay”, “Me con néi thé no”, “Me khéng muodn cac con ra ngoai qua
khuya”, “Sau khi con dén d6, me muodn con goi dién vé, con biét
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me rat néng rudt”, anh ludén dé c6 déng vai ngudi xau. Anh chua
bao gi¥ ndi “B6 mudn thé nao”, mii dén hdm nay déi véi Pagan
anh van thé. “Pagan, chidng phai ba bdo dén lic 1én giudng ngh
rdi sao0?”. Sau d6 anh 1am ra vé dé chiu, y 12 minh sao ciing dudc.

Pauline tit dén, ndm thing xudng giudng, chi dip mot 16p chin.
Pay 14 mot dém am 4p, giong muia hé hon muia thu. Qua canh clta
s6 dé ma3, c6 nghe thay tiéng kéu clia cén tring trong cic bui cay.
Mét chiéc xe hoi vii mdt tiéng 14i tif phia trudc dén, nhung khéng
gidm toc do.

Thinh thodng Michael c6 tinh goi c¢6 12 “ba gia”, vé sau c6 hét chiu
ndi, bdo anh tudi tac 12 vAn dé nhay cdm véi cd. Tuy di hiéuy,
nhung anh van ¢d tinh héi: “Anh néi gi sao? Anh chi muén choc
em cudi, ca 16i néi dtia em cling khong chiu néi sao?”.

Su that 13 anh thiéu tinh cdm, nghiém nghi nhu vién chanh an.

Lan d4, sau khi ho mit manh méi cia Lindy & San Francisco,
Pauline mudn thué moét tham t{ tu. C6 tiing nghe néi dén mot
ngudi dan 6ng tén Everjohn, do mét ngudi ban gidi thiéu. C6 dé
nghi Michael hen ngudi d6 ra gip, nhung anh tit chéi. “Sao lai phi
tién bac va thoi gian vao viéc nay”, anh héi 6 thé, “né biét chtng
ta séng & dau, nd biét con trai né & chd chiing ta. Gid st anh
chang nay tim thay né thi di sao? Anh ta diing day tréi né dua vé
Baltimore a? N6 khong mudn gip ching ta, Pauline. Thé nén, ci
viy di, anh cling khong muén gip nd”.

Michael nghi qua don gian.
Mot 1an, bong nhién anh néi véi ¢, anh hoc duge mot ciu ciia

khach hang: dan dan giét chét con éch. “bPoan xem cach néi nay
ti ddu ma c4?”, anh hai.
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“Em khéng biét né cé nghia gi!”, Pauline ndi.

“Nghia ctia né 13, dan dan 1am mét viéc ma khéng ai cha y dén.
Ciling gidng nhu dan thu nhd hép ngili coc, gid thanh van thé,
nhung cai hdp ngay cang nho. Vi khach hang d6 goi né 1a ‘dan
dan giét chét con éch’. Poan xem cach néi nay ti dau ma cé?”.
“Tu dau?”.

“Néu em dit mdt con &ch vao trong chiéc lo dung nudc lanh, roi
dan dun néng chiéc lo, nhiét d0 nudc ting dan, con éch von
khoéng y thitc dugc. Cudi cung né chét, nhung van chang cam giac
duogc gi”.

“Sao anh néi diéu nay véi em?”, Pauline héi. “0?”.

“Sao anh noéi diéu nay?”.

“Chang sao c3, anh chinghi chic em mudn nghe, em yéu”.

“Anh mudn qua né biéu dat moét y khéc, dtiing khong?”. “Sao?”.
“Em biét, anh c6 y khac”.

“Anh chang biét em dang néi gi!”.

“Anh thay chiing ta dang dan bi giét chét, chang phai thé sao?

H6n nhan ctia ching ta. Hon niia, anh cho rang chinh em dang
1am thé”.

“Em dién réi ha?”.

Khong phai, c6 khong dién. C6 va Michael 1dy nhau 1au thé réi, vi
vay cb biét anh am chi diéu gi. C6 cé thé hiéu thiu tim tu cla
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anh.

Cudi cling Pauline ngti thiép di, nhung do qud cing thang, mot
Itic sau, c6 choang tinh diy, nhin déng ho: 3 gid 15 phut. Khong
gian 14 mot mang den t6i va dic biét yén tinh. Cén trung khéng
kéu, khong cé tiéng xe, chd clia Michael van trong khéng. C6 18
anh iy gip chuyén. Pung, chic chin 1a thé! Béng nhién, cb cé
linh cadm thé. Chac chin anh khong chiu bé tién 3 khach san, anh
ciing khéng c6 ban bé dé ngti nhd. Khong, cé thé anh 14i xe dén by
séng nao dé, udng say sua, roi nam ngat & d6... Nhung c6 lai qua
sd, khéng dam goi cho canh sat. C6 cé thé ndi gi chit? “Chong t6i
gian dii bd nha di, t6i biét chic chin anh 4y gip chuyén, t6i cé thé
cam gidc dugc”. Ngodi ra, c6 con cho riang lic Lindy bd nha di, ¢
di goi dién thoai qua nhiéu réi. “AlS, thua si quan, t6i 1a ba
Anton...”, c6 khong thé lai néi thé. Xem ra dudng nhu c6 lai dé
mat mot ngudi cb yéu thuong.

Michael khéng cé quyén khién c6 roi vao tinh canh nay. Anh
khong cé quyén. C6 mong minh cé thé tiép tuc ngiL.

Sang sdm, khi chuin bi bita sing, Pauline chot nghi chic Michael
dén ngti nhd nha cic con. Néu thé anh 4y c¢é dang hin 13m khoéng!
Anh sé néi véi chiing 1a bi ¢d duéi ra ngoai, chiing sé toi nghiép
anh. Karen 13 cé thé nhat, vi né c6 moét cin nha & thanh pho, rat
tién lgi, 8 ngay canh dudng cao tdc Jones Falls. Pauline ngiing trét
bo 1én miéng banh mi nudng, quay sang nhin chim cham vao
dién thoai. Goi dién héi Karen thit xem? Hay khéng goi? C6 nghe
phong Pagan cé tiéng radio. Néu mudn goi dién, c6 phai goi trude
khi né vao bép. C6 lai suy nghi mét lic, sau d6 nhac may 1én.

“Xin chao!”, Karen noéi.

“Chao, con yéu!
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Me danh thuc con sao?”.

“Khong, khéng cé, con day lau roi. Con dang viét luan van, sang
s6m mai phai ndp roi”.

“Me chi muén cdm on con, hiy bét chut thdi gian trong tuan vé
nha dung bita v4i me nhé”.

“O, c6 gi ddu me”.
“Me biét con rat ban”. “Khong sao dau a”. Dung mot Itc.

“Cadm on mén qua ctia con”, Pauline ndi, “né thit c6 y nghia véi
bo me!”.

“Chi Sally lam day a”.

“Phai, me cling doan dudc. Sally 1 dita nhay bén, nhung cting cé
cébng lao clia con ma”.

“Me dung khach sao”. Karen noi.

“Thé nén...”. Pauline ngit 18i con bé. Tiéng radio trong phong
Pagan 16n hon, nghia 14 n6 sé md ctta phong. “Nhéan tién cho me
héi, toi qua bd cé dén cho con khéng?”.

“B6? Pén day?”.

“Me doan la khéng”.

Pagan vao bép, deo ba 16 3 mot bén vai. “Sao bo lai dén day?”,
Karen hoi.

“0, khong cé gi, that day!”.
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“Con nghi bé phai 3 nha véi me chu!”.
“Phai, nhung bo me... con biét diy, cé chut ric réi..”. Pagan
budng ba 16 xudng dit am mot tiéng - chiéc bald ay ning biét

chitng nao! Sau d4, ngdi vao ghé nhin c6 véi anh mait chd dgi.

“Sao?”, Karen la 1én, “bd me ddnh nhau vao dém ky niém ngay
cudi?”.

“Khéng phai...”.

C6 khong thé néi tit “danh nhau” trude mit Pagan. “Khdng cé gi,
that day”, Pauline ndi tiép, “Trdi a, may gio roi! Me phai dua
Pagan di hoc”.

“Y me 12 b6 bd di dén chd khac sao?”.

“0? O, phai. Giy b8 khéng & diy, nhung...”.

“Chau dn Cheerios dugc khéng a?”, Pagan héi c6. “Khong dudc,
Pagan, ba nudng banh mi roi. Xin 16i con yéu, me phai di day!”.

“Khoan d3”. Karen rdi, nhung Pauline da dap may. “Chau khong
muon dn banh mi nudng”, Pagan noi, “hdm qua chau an banh mi

nudng roi, chau khéng thé an Cheerios sao a?”.

“Pugce rdi, chau cit dn”. Pauline 14y hop Cheerios trong ti bép ra,
dit trude mit né. Sau dé lai nhac may goi cho George.

“Nhung, chén diu a? Ca siia niia?”, Pagan hdi, dong thdi nghe
thay tiéng Sally: “Xin chao?”.

“Chao budi sang, Sally!”, Pauline néi. “O, chao me”.
“Me chi mudn cdm on tdi qua cdc con da dén dung bita va ca tam

http://tieulun.hopto.org



anh dé thuong dé!”.

“Me thich 14 con vui rdi. Me thay kham vién vang cé 1oe loet qua
khéng?”.

“Kham vién vang. O, khong! Khéng diu, né rat dé thuong, Sally”.

“George bao dé nén trang binh thudng dugc réi”. “Néu me mudn
con lamlaind...”.

“Trdi a, khong can dau! Me thich kham vién vang! Me thay vién
vang 13 dep nhat day!”.

“0”, Sally ndi, “y me 1a... mudn kham vién vang cd khung bén
ngoai sao?”.

“Di nhién 1a khéng”, Pauline néi vé chic chin, “bd me déu thich
dang vé hién gid ctia nd. Gid bd khéng & diy, bang khong chac sé
dich than néi vdi con diéu d6. Trdi a, me chang biét 6ng ay di dau!
Céc con cé gip bd khéng?”.

“Gap... bd? Chang phai bé dang lam viéc sao?”. “Phai, bo vé me sé
bao 6ng goi cho cac con”.

“O, khéng can dau a... B sé dén chd con sao? Con khéng hiéu”.

“Theo me biét thi khéng”, Pauline ndi, “dudc roi, cAm on con lan
ntta. Chao con!”.

C6 gac may, rdi ding bén dién thoai mot lic, diing ngén cai va
ngon trd bép nhe méi dudi.

“Ba 01”, Pagan néi, “chau can cé chén”.
“0, Pagan, chau 16n rdi, phai tu ldy chd!”, Pauline néi. Nhung du

http://tieulun.hopto.org



thé, c6 van di 1dy chén cho né, r6i dit cai Am xudng ban, hanh
dong ctia Pauline 1am Pagan chdp mat lia lia.

Lai xe tif trudng Pagan vé, Pauline ghé qua ctta hiéu tap hdéa, ndm
ngay trén dudng vé nha. Pay 13 can nha gach hep chi c6 mot tang,
nam giita hiéu thudc va vian phong dia 6c, phia trén treo bang
“Ctta hiéu thuc pham Anton” viét bang thi chit nghiéng mau
vang. Cay coi chiém phan 16n bii diu xe, Michael luén diu xe &
phia sau, gitta Dumpsters va thiing ric, thé nén c6 khéng tai nao
biét dugc anh cé & ddy khong. C6 1ai xe dén bii dat trong gan hiéu
thudc, cd gang cach xa clia hiéu tap héa, sau dé tit may, roi ngdi
trong xe chd mét ltic. Sau mot hodi dau tranh tu tudng kich liét, ¢d
quyét dinh budc xudng xe.

Cta hiéu mdi cia nha Anton tréng rat thua vi, thong thodng va
sang hon ctta hiéu cii. Trén ké bay diy thuc phim dit tién. & day
c6 mdt quay hang ban thit, tham chi con cé quiy chuyén ban
hoa. G khu trai ciy, Pauline nhin thiy vi quin 1y ma Michael
thué. Mot ngudi dan 6ng mit tring béch, dang béo tron, téc béng
loang, anh ta luén deo moét sgi diy chuyén, hon niia con cé mit
cay thap tu gia, vi diy chuyén qua chit nén trong nhu that trén
c6 anh viy. C6 di dén chd anh va néi: “Xin chao, Bart! Téi nghi
chic anh ay trong vin phong”. Pauline héi véi giong diéu ung
dung.

“Vang, thua ba”, Bart néi, “hoic & ddu dé gan day, vita ndy toi cé
thay 6ng ay”.

Thé 13 ching cd su ¢ gi ca, xe cling khong roi xudng sdng, su lo
lang ctia c6 1a du thita, c6 cang gidn anh hon. “Dudc r6i, cAm on
anh”, c6 néi véi Bart, “t6i vao tim anh 4y”. C6 ra phia sau cta
hiéu, gip hai ngudi phu nit c6 kiéu téc gidng nhau, ho dang hen
cung di choi tennis.
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Co6 thay clta van phong md. Michael dua ngudi trén khung ctlia,
quay hmg vé phia c6, dang nghe méot c6 gal noi chuyen Sau khi
ba B1rd ké toan cii nghl huu, Letitia - ten o géi - tiép quan cong
viéc s6 sach trong cta hiéu. Letitia ng01 nghiéng trén ghe tro
chuyén vdi Michael. Michael gat git dau, anh chang biét Pauline
dén. C6 budc di rat nhe, chin mang déi giay vai 48 mém. Nhung
bong nhién Michael ngoanh ngudi lai, dudng nhu anh cé cdm
gidc c6 sé dén. C6 thay minh cé chit hoi hin, lo lang. Khoanh
khic nay, c6 phat hién Michael khong mudén c6é dén anh, anh lo
lang c6 sé tim thay anh.

“Chao”. Michael noéi. Letitia thi cudi thit tuci: “O, chio ba

Anton!”, sau dé quay sang may tinh ctia minh.

Pauline néi: “T6i nay anh c6 vé in com khéng”. Michael nhin
Letitia mot cai, sau dé tién dén vai budc, cach Pauline gan hon,
giong néi nhé dén gan nhu khéng nghe thay, “Cé 1& khong vé,
Pauline”.

Lic néi chuyén, anh thém ca tén ¢d vao, c6 thay rat budn. Anh
néi rat khan thiét va cling rat 4n can, dudng nhu anh mudn tit ti
néi ra tin xau nay. C6 thay minh bi séc, nhung lai néi véi vé
chang mang ban tam: “Pudc!”.

V@& mit Pauline thu giin hon mot chut, ¢d néi: “Hay qua! Tot that!
Anh & ngoai ca doi di!”. Giong ¢6 nghe nhu 1a giong ctia ngudi phu
ni dién, hdo hiic, ngang tang. C6 xoay mot vong, sau d6 di ra khoi
ctta hiéu.

Pauline chang ké vdi ai chuyén nay ca.

C6 don dep ti va ngin kéo. C6 chudn bi bita toi, nhung chi minh

Pagan in. Pauline hdi. “Ong dau a?”.
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“Ong hop”. C6 tra 16i.

N6 cé vé tin ciu trd 16i nay, tuy trudc gid Michael chua tung di
hop.

An t6i xong, Pagan xuéng dudi nha xem ti vi. Pauline ngbi trén
ghé salon & phong khach nhin vé hudng ctta kinh. Liic c6 ngdi d6,
man dém da budng xudng, nhung c6 khdong md dén. C6 dung
ngoén tay quan mot géc 4o len, vong nay dén vong khéc, rdéi nhin
hang cay bén kia dudng. Ti vi phat ra tiéng bo con kéu gio 1an
tiéng phdo sing. C6 biét minh nén xudng nha héi xem Pagan cé
bai tip khoéng, doc truyén hoac chai vai van cd véi nd, nhung c6
khong 1am thé.

Khi dén xe phia trudc roi vao nha, c¢d cdm giic tim cia minh dang
d4p manh. C6 nhd dén 16i Michael néi t6i hdm qua, “Tua nhu tat
cd mau déu chay vé huyét quan anh viy”. C6 mdé mot cudn tap
chi ra, khi anh budc vio, trong ¢d nhu ngbi doc sich trong béng
tdi. Michael m3 dén, nhin Pauline. C6 nheo nheo mit trudc anh
den.

“Anh vé 1ay quan 40”, Michael néi. “O”.
“Con nita, anh mudn sap xép chuyén Pagan”. “Sap xép?”....

“Anh sé khong bd né. Ching ta nén ban xem ltic nao cé thé gip
Pagan”.

“O1” ¢6 ndi: “Anh muén gip nd ldc nao cling dudc! Nubi nd subt
doi di, néu anh mudn! Em ¢ thé thu don dé dac cho né chi trong
moét thoang”.

“Pugc”, Michael néi roéi nhtn vai, “thé thi tot qua”. “Khéng, chd
da! Khong thé nhu thé!” ¢6 dung day, 6m cudn tap chi trude nguc.
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“®, Michael”, c6 1a 1én: “Sao ching ta ct phai thé chi?”.
Anh nghi moét lic, rdi néi: “Anh khong biét”.

C6 thay dudc day 1a su that. Véi ho, ddy déu 1a sy that. C6 lai lun
minh trong ghé salon, anh hoi do dy, nhung cudi ciing van quay
ngudi di vé phong.

Mbi Am thanh anh phat ra c6 déu biét 1a chuyén gi ma khong can
dén d6 xem. Cau thang gic xép théng thing dén ctta sap & néc dai
sanh, anh loang choang di lai hai 1an, vung vé va chiéc vali vao
cau thang gb. Ngin kéo trong phong ngti md ra lai déng vao, méc
o trong t kéu cot ket, t dung thudc trong phong tam ciing ma
ra déng vao, sau d6 anh dén phong khach. Ti vi vong ra tiéng kéu
cia bd con, nhung c6 vin nghe thay tiéng 1au bau. Pagan chang
néi gi, c6 1& né ndi qua nho, nén khdng nghe thay. Michael boc 16
tinh cdm vdi chau ngoai nhiéu hon véi con minh. Lic niy tl
phong khich vong dén tiéng budc chin, ngdy cang ning né, sau
d6 lai leo 1én cau thang. Khi Michael xuat hién & hing lang phong
khach 1an niia, tay phai anh cam mot chiéc vali, vai trai deo mot
c4ibald, dudi canh tay trai con kep mot chiée ttii nhua.

“Anh muén cubi tuan dén dén Pagan”, Michael néi, “sdng thi bay
anh d6n ng, téi cht nhat dua né vé, néu em dong y”.

“Pua nod di dau?”, c6 hoi.
“Anh thué mét cin ho trong chung cu méi d6i dién ctta hiéu”.
That budn cudi, c6 mat vai gidy suy nghi xem @6 1a chung cu nao.

“Thit sdu anh don dén day”, Michael néi, “trudc liic d6, anh & khu
Hilton trén dudng Colts, néu em can lién lac véi anh”.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



“Hilton!”, c6 gan nhu kéu 1én, “t6n mat bao nhiéu tién!”. “Tén bao
nhiéu tién cé lién quan gi sao em?”, anh hai.

Cau nay lam c6 hiéu chong minh thit su muon rdi khéi minh.

Sau bao nhiéu nim chung séng véi nhau, ¢ thuc su chang biét
ho chia tay nhau vi van dé gi!

Michael lai tan ngan mot lic, sau d6 quay ngudi ra sanh 16n. C6
nghe tiéng khda ctlta. M6t liic sau xe anh bat dén, 14i di. C6 cé cam
gidc mat can bang, sap truct ngi. Tham chi trong khoanh khic
d6, c6 chang biét vita xay ra chuyén gi.

Hét thit nim, dén thi sdu. C6 van chang ké vdi ai: ban bé ciing
nhu con minh, thim chi ci ngudi than. Du thé nao, ho déu ban
ron véi cude sdng ctia minh. C6 nhé dén nhiing ngay Lindy bd
nha di: t6t nhat ditng néi nhitng diéu d6, ndi ra né sé trd thanh su
that.

C6 nhin thay mbdi ngudi xa la déu nhu thay Michael, liic Lindy bd
nha di c6 cling c6 cdm giic nay. C6 nghiém ra rang, khi ban tim
kiém mot ai dé, ban sé tudng tuong moi ngudi 1a ngudi ban dang
tim.

Khéng khi trong nha im ling dén la ky, moi 4m thanh déu bi dé
nén, Pauline thay cin nha nay chi thich hop véi nhitng ngudi c6
don. C6 6 gang khong & nha, mdi ngay déu tim gi d6 dé 1am, mai
dén ltic dén Pagan tan hoc. C6 chua tiing tan tdm tan luc véi
nhitng chuyén vun vit nhu thé, chdng han: thay voi sen; quét
don nhiing thit chat déng dudi géc ciy; tim mot miéng gach men
vudng thay cho miéng da ntit trén bép. Liic dén Safeway mua bita
t6i, c6 phat hién trudc ddy minh quen véi viéc Michael mang thiic
in tit clta hiéu vé nh3, ban than ¢ khéng y thiic dudc thic in lai
dat dén thé.
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Gis tan trudng, c6 di dén Pagan. Khi ca hai cing budc vao ciia,
cin nha nhu lai ¢é sinh khi. “Chau déi r6i!”. Pagan ndi, “Chau
khat n{ta!”, “xem chau lam nhiing gi trong gid my thuat! Ching
ta c6 thé 16ng né vao khung khéng?”, “Banh quy ctia ai thé a?”.

C6é mot doi 1an, c6 thit néi véi Pagan, Michael khéng sdong & day
nita. Nhung ciu bé chi “da” mot tiéng, sau dd tiép tuc tim do
trong hdc ti dé cdng cu.

“Ch4u biét ddy, 6ng muoén & mot minh mot thoi gian”. “Ba cé thay
6ng hut dai cong cong ctia chdu khong?”, Pagan hoi.

“Trong may rita chén bat. Ch4au biét moi ngudi thudng 1am thé, di
nghi mét minh, nhung diéu d6 khéng cé nghia 1a 6ng khéng yéu
chau”.

“Gidng nhu b6 clia Beth Ann”. N6 néi. “Beth Ann?”.
“B6 ctia Beth Ann lai tim mot me mdi”.
“Mbdt me mdi... O, dng khdng bao gis...”.

“M4y rita chén bat & dau a? Sao tim mai ma khong thay 6ng hut
ctia chau!”.

“Pagan, tim & cai gid phia trén cing xem”. Pauline tra 16i. C6 d4 tu
bd viéc gidi thich véi nd.

Pagan 1a dia tré rat dang yéu, 1an da mau 6 liu, mai téc den sing
béng nhu thity tinh, mit mau den 1ay, Pauline rat yéu né! Nhung
d6i ltic né qua tram ling, trong 1ong nhu ludn chén gidu diéu gi
d6, lai thudng khép kin ban than, c6 thay hai that vong. Tham chi
cd mong noé suy sup, khéc 1éc trong vong tay clia cd, dé cd an Ui
noé.
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T6i hdom d6, sau khi Pagan 1én giudng, Michael goi dién dén. “Em
khoe khéng?”, anh lich su hoi.

“Khoe, cdm on anh. Con anh?”, Pauline héi.

“Anh vin khde. Mai khodng 8 gid anh dén dén Pagan dudc
khong?”.

“8 gig, dugc”. Co noi. “Vay tam biét em”. “Tam biét”.
C6 gac may.

Gi0 c6 da nhd ra to6i hdm dod, c6 nédi rat nhiéu, va con 16n tiéng
dudi anh ra khoi cdn nha nay.

Nén anh ay ra di! Anh con lya chon nao cht? Tu nhién anh ra &
bén ngoai! Tat cid déu 1a10i tai cd, c6 phai tu cltu van tinh thé nay.

Sang thit bay c6 diy rat sém, mic mot chiéc 4o xanh ¢6 tron mua
trong dgt hang gidm gid. Nhin trong guong, chiéc 4o nay trong
qua ndi bat. Thé rdi c6 d6i sang mic quan den va chiéc 4o rong
mau do tudi. C6 chai téc, trang diém, ngam nghia minh trudc
guong hét 1an nay dén 1an khéc. Chiéc 4o d4 tuoi 1a y hay, chang
nhiing rat hop véi mau son cfia ¢d, hon nita con gitip sic mit co
trong tuoi tin hon. Py 1a mau c6 mic vao 1an dau ho gip nhau.

Mbi khi thay chin ngan Michael, Pauline déu ép minh nhdé dén
anh vao 1an dau gip mit. Anh bang vét thuong cho ¢, 1an méi
mim chit. Van dé cfia ho 13 gid ddy ho qua hiéu nhau, chi khi nhé
dén dang vé ctia Michael trudc diy, c6 méi nhé dugc tai sao minh
lai yéu anh.

C6 di vio & dau kia hanh lang, ditng lai mét ltc tai phong Pagan
héi: “Chau diy chua?”.
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“Chau diy ngay day”. Pagan lau bau dudi dong chin mén lung
tung.

“Mau 1én, chdu yéu. N{ta gid nita 6ng dén day”.

Trong bép, 6 ling xing vdi binh loc nudc, 1dy banh mi trong 16
nudng dién ra, rét nudc cam cho Pagan. “Pagan!”, ¢6 goi, “Ra an
sang di!”.

“Chau dén ngay”.

Pauline di xuyén qua bép dén dai sanh, c6 m3 cita, dit miéng ném
16t 18n trudng ky. Khi trd vao bép, c¢6 thay mén qui ming ky
niém ngay két hoén cfia ho dua trén t. C6 1y né mang vao dai
sanh, dit trén chiéc ban & dd, géc d6 dit 1am moi ngudi vao nha
déu thay. Dudi 4nh nidng ban mai, mau sic hai tdm anh cang nhat
hon, va lai, Pauline Itc tré trong kha xinh dep. C6 lai cé vé kién
cuong hon anh.

“Ba 0i, b dau rdi?”, Pagan & trong bép goi to.

“Ba dén diy, Pagan”. C6 néi, nhung lai trd vao phong ngt. C6 13y
ludc chai dau, mii dén khi tao dugc kiéu téc trong rat tré trung.

“H6m nay 1a thi by day, ba oi! Thit bay chdu phai udng Cocal”.
“0, it nhi, @€ ba l1dy cho chau”.

Nhung, c6 dang cdi khuy thay 4o, r6i lai 1dy mot chiéc 40 mém
mai hon cé in hinh nhitng btip héng.

Michael dén, tré hon 7 phut so véi thdi gian anh hen. €6 lai thay
chiéc 40 dd ltc ndy, nhitng dip thé nay maic chiéc 4o cé in hinh
bup hong 13 mot sai lam. C6 ding & ctta, mim cudi m3 man che
khi anh budc vao.
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“Chao anh!”, c6 ndi. “Chao em!”.

“Pagan dang thu don do6 dac!”.

“PDudc”. Michael ndi. Anh budc vao, mic chiéc 4o so mi mé,lu xanh
did lau khong mac, trong anh gon gang nang dong hon, giong nhu
mot doanh nhan.

“Anh can tti ngli khong?”, ¢ héi.

“Khong can dau, 8 d6 cé giudng cho khach”.

“Nha anh stta sang roi 4?”.

“U”, anh ndi, “chi stta sang nhitng thit cd ban nhat théi”.

Michael khéng nhin vio mat c6, anh nhin chd khéc, tay dung dua
chiim chia khéda, Pauline cling c6 tranh di dén trudc tam mat clia
anh.

“Trong khi chd thing bé, anh uéng ca phé khong?”, c6 néi.

“Khoéng can diu, cdm on. Anh thay ching ta nén hoan d6i tip chi
phiéu”.

“Tap chi phiéu?”, c6 ndi.

“Y anh 13, chuyén nay em déng tién. Anh chic khong cé gi la em
khong lam dugc. Anh da viét may td chi phiéu phai luu gid, bao
gom tién coc nha va nhiing thit khac”. Anh dua tay vao tui 4o, 1ay
ra mot to gidy. “Em cam lay, anh viét ra ca roi”.

C6 cAm td gidy dé, nhung mat ¢ nhin anh cham cham.

“Anh dung tién luong thang sau m3 mot tai khodn mdi, nhung

http://tieulun.hopto.org



phai may hém nita mdi cé thé rit dudc tién”. Anh néi.
“Em biét roi”.
“Con chuyén gi can thao luan khéng?”.

Pauline tram ling vai gidy, néi: “Xin 16i, em dudi anh di, that

”»

ra...”.

Ca hai lai im ling mét lic, réi Michael néi: “Anh hiéu”. “Em
khéng phai cé y d4. Sao anh lai nghi em c6 y d6 kia ch? Chi vi
anh 1am t6n thuong em. Anh néi ctt nhu chting ta bén nhau chua
tling vui vé, anh biét tai sao em lai thé ma!”.

Anh c6 ding lai @6 nghe c6 néi hét, nhung khéng tra 18i. Cudi
cung anh cling dung khong dung dua chum chia khéa nita. Hanh
dong nay cho Pauline mdt cdm giac thang 10i, c6 thay minh chuc
khéc: “Chiing ta 1dy nhau 30 nam rdi, Michael. Chting ta cling trai
qua nhiéu chuyén thé! Anh khong thé vi mét chuyén nhé ma vt
hét tat ci sang mdt bén!”.

“Khéng phai tai nhiing 16i d6”, Michael c6 vé kién dinh, “ma 1a
cadm nhin cda anh khi em néi nhiing 16i nay”.

C6 chd anh ndi tiép.

“Khi em bao anh ‘rdi khdi’, anh thay minh dugc... gidi phéng. Anh
nghi, tai sao ch’? Phai, anh cé thé di, chang phai sao? Pay la vy
hay! V&i anh tua nhu vua trat dude ganh nang”.

“Ganh nang?”.

Nudc mat ¢ ngiing chdy, nhung mit vin con uét. Michael chang

thay gi ca, anh dang nhin vé bén trai co.
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Tram tu moét lae, anh néi: “Anh khéng biét sao minh lai cé dugc
quyét dinh nay. Nhung gid ching con y nghia gi nita. Anh qua gia
roi, khong thé 1am lai cudc ddi. Nhung cudc sdng bi thuong clia
chung ta cling 13 mét su lang phi, mudn van hon mai khéng lam,
cting nhu me anh thudng néi, dua tién gia rdi thi chang can phai
dua tién that nifa, sau khi sdng khdng t6t cling chang thé séng
tot duge...”.

“Vang, chic chin em khéng mudn lam ginh ning cho anh”.
Pauline nhan manh tung chit mét.

Bay gid, Michael nhin Pauline.

“Thugng dé oi, anh ching cé chit tinh than trach nhiém gi sao?
Khéng, qua thit anh nén ra di, Michael, em chang mong anh sé
quay vé nita. bi dil”.

Pagan goi: “Ba 0i?”.

N6 dang ding & c11a bép, 6m mot ti chat day d6. Michael néi
bang giong 6n ton: “O, chau 6 dng van khoe chi?”.

“Ba sao thé a?”.

“Khoéng c6 gi, chau a. Chuin bi 1én dudng rdi ch’t?”. Pagan nhin
Pauline. C6 gugng cudi mét cai, néi: “Tam biét, chau yéu”.

Sau khi hai 6ng chau rdi khdi, ¢6 that than ngbdi xudng trudng ky.
RO rang chan c¢6 dang run, hon nitta mat cling néng bung.

Cudi tuan, c6 ké su viéc v4i moi ngudi. Pién thoai 1a su séng, cling
14 ngudn oxy duy nhat ctia c¢6. Xem ra, néu hai phut khong lién
lac v8i ngudi khéc, c6 sé khé thd. C6 bit dau gip quan 4o, nhung
bdng nhién, chiang biét tai sao, ¢d lai goi dién cho chi ci. “Em
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khong biét phai 1am sao, Donna. Em song sao day? Nhiing ngay
thang nay em biét song sao? Anh ay la cubc song ctia em!”.

Donna bdo moi chuyén sé dan ngudi ngoai théi: “Pauline, chép
mat chi sé quén ngay nhiing gi em ndi vdi chi, vi sing sém mai
hai dra lai tré vé bén nhau nhu trudc day”.

“Chi nghi thé sao?”, Pauline héi. C6 vui 1én, sau khi ctp dién
thoai, c6 thu don may rita chén bat. Nhung c6 lai bat dau goi dién
cho Katie Vilna trong bép, ké cho c6 4y nghe su viéc.

Katie ndi: “O, Poll. Sao anh 4y lai nhu thé?
0, diing 1a ké x3u xa! Hai ban két h6n roi ma!”.
“30 ndm rdi!”, Pauline vita néi vita vén tay 4o lau nudc mat.

“30 nam! Tudng tudng ma xem! Pén nudc nay, ban khéng nén
néi thé, anh ay ludn gid nhan gii nghia. Ban biét khéng? On hoa,
binh tinh va tot bung, ching con ai tréng tot hon anh iy dau.
Minh khéng hiéu sao ban chiu dung dudgc 1au thé. Lan két hon 1au
nhat cia minh chi ¢6 4 nim, 1an th hai véi Harold, ba 1an cuéi
va ntta 1an gan day minh cé thé dém trén dau ngdn tay!”.

“Nhung... Harold...”, Pauline gin nhu khéc thanh tiéng. Harold
va Michael 13 hai ngudi khac nhau, ¢6 mudn néi nhu thé nhung
khong dt can dam.

Wanda muén biét tai sao ho cii nhau, Pauline néi: “O... ching
lién quan gi dén chuyén nay. Thuc té, thinh thodng ching minh
cidi nhau khéng cé 1y do. Cé moét 1an, ching minh cii nhau chi vi
trdi qud lanh. Minh néi, @414 cdu chuyén clia cic ba cu ké. Anh ay
bao ching biét minh dang néi gi. Minh bio anh iy khoéng cé
quyén. Cudi cing ching minh ddnh nhau, may ngay lién khéng
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néi chuyén!”. “Trudc ddy me ting néi hén nhan giong nhu
nhiing cai cay”, ngudi chi thl hai néi véi Pauline. “Con nhd me
néi sao khéng? Cai cdy nay gd cho mét cai cdy khic, mét khodng
thdi gian sau, chting sé dung hoa véi nhau, du td hgp nay phi ly
thé nao, cdy dao l1ay ciy tdo hoic ciy anh dao lay cidy man. Du
thé, néu em nhat quyét chia cit ching sé 1am ching chét kho”.

“Megan, sao chi néi véi em chuyén nay? Sao chi khéng ké véi anh
ay? Chi nghi em muon chia tay thé sao? Em chang lién quan gi
dén chuyén nay! Chinh anh 4ay bd nha di! Anh ay lai c6 mét cin
hd mdi! Chinh anh 4y giy ton thuong cho hén nhan cfia ching
em, vay ma anh 4y chang mang gi ca!”.

Du1 thé, sau khi ctip may, dau 6c c6 van nghi dén viée chi ¢6 ndi.
C6 cdm thay minh bi ton thudng, 1ong c6 gic day rat dau dén.

Co tudng tuong ho 1 hai cay gia héo khd trén vuc thim chiu mua
chiu gié, hon nita dat & dé lai rat can céi.

Mimi Drew néi: “Rat xin 16i, nhic dén chuyén nay, t6i thay dau
1ong, Pauline, nhung t6i thay ¢ hoi... ning mua that thudng.
Thinh thodng moi ngudi nghi diy 14 mot su khiéu chién. Nhung
c6 18 Michael chi mudn tam thdi nghi ngoi théi”.

“Tam thdi nghi ngoi! Vay con t6i? Phai chdm sdc cdn nha va dda
chau! Chang 1é t6i khong can tam thoi nghi ngoi sao?”.

“Di nhién, chi cling can, t6i biét, Pauline”.

Pauline gac dién thoai trong bép cai rup, trd vé phong. C6 dinh
1én giudng ngi, nhung quan 4o mdi xép mot nita, co lai tiép tuc
cong viéc. “Co Ay biét gi chi?”. “Ngudi vo 1y tudng ctia dan dng 1a
thé nao! Khong duge ngt ltc tiic gidn, moéi ngay déu phai khen
chéng déilan...”.
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Sally thi bao: “Con khoéng hiéu, bd & dau? Sao bd tim duge nha
nhanh thé? Me cé biét vg chong anh con mat bao nhiéu thdi gian
mdi thué duge mot can nha trong kha nang chi trd khéng?”.

“Me khong biét, me khéng quan tAm chuyén nay!”, Pauline vita
khdc vira néi, “Chuyén bo xtt 1y nha clta lam me yén tdm nhat!”.

“0, ding thé, con xin 16i me, con vd tAm qud. Con chi nghi... me
biét day, diy chi 1a chuyén tam thoi. Pau con 1a 1an dau cda bd
me... George di cong tac roi, con sang chai véi me chiit nhé?”.

“Khong can diu, me khéng sao. Dit vy, me vin cam on con”.
Pauline néi. Gid c6 khéng mudn ngudi khic thay minh khéc dén
mat sung htip, nhat 1a ¢6 con ddu minh.

“Con c6 thé dit bé JoJo theo, né gidi 1am ba ndi vui nhat!”.

“Thoi gian sau hdy qua choi nhé”. Pauline v0i gac may. Sau dé
Sally goi cho Karen. 5 phut sau, Karen goi cho Pauline. Luc dau
Pauline khéng néi gi véi c6 bé, vi cb thay trong chuyén nay chic
chian Karen ding vé phia Michael. Nhung thuc té Karen chang
dang vé phia ai, c6 néi thang: “Sally bao bd me lai cii nhau”.

“Khéng phai cidi nhau, Karen. Bd me chia tay r6i, hon nhan ctia b
me da két thuc”.

Ké su viéc lai 1am Pauline rdi 16, tuy c6 mong mudn moi ngudi
tréng minh nhu chang cé chuyén gi xay ra. C6 sut miii mot cai,
Karen thd dai néi: “Pudc roi, me ct nghi thé di!”, sau dd, ¢ bé doi
sang dé tai mot cach vé tinh.

“Bo con khong néi chuyén nay sao?”, Pauline hdi, “Lé nao 6ng
muon giau cac con?”.
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“Bo khong néi véi con”, Karen ndi, “mdt gid trude bd goi cho con,
héi con c6 mudn cung bd va Pagan di xem phim khdng, con con
tudng bo goi tir nha!”.

Sherry goi dién thoai dén, c6 13 em 1t cia Pauline, thé nén,
chuyén gi c6 ciing biét sau cting. Vita nhac may c6 lién néi: “Em
biét hét roi. Em nghe Megan ké? Chi ké vdi Donna, Megan, con em
thi sao chu?”.

“Pién thoai clia em ban”. Pauline ndi déi.

“O, phai, chi hiéu ma, phai khong?”. Sherry c6 vé ngan ngim,
“Chung ta déu khéng cé anh em, chiing ta chang biét dan 6ng
nghi gi, ching ta mii khong thé doan dudc 16ng clia dan dng”.

“Ching ta ¢4 bd”. Pauline noéi.

Nhic dén bd 1am c6 thay dau 1ong, vi cd sg dng biét tin nay. Trong
sO cac con ré, bdo quy nhat 1a Michael.

“Nhung ngay nao bd ciing di 1am”, Sherry néi, “chting ta khéng
thé nhin rd moi chuyén”.

“C 18 em ndi dung”, Pauline budn bi ndi, “chi khéng hiéu dan
6ng. Chi ciing chang thich ho. Em cé thé cho chi biét tai sao
Michael 1am thé khoéng? Hon niia tai sao lai 14 ltic nay? Sao khéng
phai nhiéu nim trudc day, néu anh ay bat min thé? Lic d94, chi
con tré, con xinh dep, con cb thé tim ngudi khac!”.

“Chung ta cling chiu &nh hudng cudc hdn nhin hanh phiic ctia bé
me”, Sherry néi, “h6én nhan ctia ho qua don gian. N6 chang ich gi
cho chung ta, chi hiy tin 15i em! B6 me ching gitip chung ta
chuin bi gi, trong khi thuc té thi hon nhan qua phtc tap”.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



“0, Sherry, hoén nhén clia em ciling rit khé khin sao?”. “Khéng
sao tudng tugng nodi! N6 1a noi giay vo ca cube dail”.

“Thit nghi xem”, Pauline néi, “chi kién tri 1au thé, ca ban than chi
cling thay bat ngg”.

“Gid chi khde r6i, chi rat may man”.

“Chi may man?”, Pauline ngim nudc mat ma cudi.

Khi George goi dién dén hdi: “Chuyén con nghe néi rot cudc 1a sao
thé me?”, gic day Pauline da c6 thé binh tinh hon. “Me rat 6n, that
day”, cd ndi, “luc goi cho Sally chac giong me nghe rat tham,
nhung gid da bat dau binh tinh lai r6i, thé nay cé 1€ cling tot”.

“B6 me chi cdi nhau thdéi, chtt khéng phai chia tay that chi”.
“Khéng phai cii nhau, bd con thué mot cin hd mdéi, mé mot tai
khodn riéng, hon nita con mudn cudi tuan dén Pagan qua d6
cham soc”.

“Trdi, hoang dudng qua... con thay minh nén néi chuyén véi bd”.
“O, George, con lam thé thit sao? Con thiy con cé thé lam thé

sao? Me biét b6 nghi 1a me dudi bd di, qua thit me cé lam thé,
nhung @6 chila Idc néng gidn nhat thoi thoi”.

“Con muodn bo hiéu mot so viéc, sau 30 nam két hén”. George nodi
vdi giong nang trich 1am Pauline hgi budn cudi.

C6 nghi Michael chic rat giin, vi ¢6 ké rac réi cia ho véi moi
nguoi.
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Gid ¢6 thay minh di sai, c6 khong nén vi hén nhan cia minh 1a
mot cai cay. Nhung né giong gi? Cai guong vG nat? TG bao xé
rach?

Cht nhat, Pauline khéng goi dién thoai. C6 dén nha thd, Michael
khong di véi cd nhu trudc nita. C6 vé nha, an trua, rdi thay mot bd
d6 thoai mai, ra bén phan cho ciy dé quyén. Ngudi hing xém
Mamie Smith vay tay véi ¢, chao: “C6 khde chir?”.

“Téi rat khde!”, Pauline tra 16i v4i giong vui vé.

Tiép dé cd quét don nha ctla, réi bd nhiing thit Michael khong
mang di vao mét chiéc thiing gidy: sé quan 4o & tiém gidt Gii; quan
4o clia anh rai rdc & cac t0, 4o thé duc, giay di tuyét; s6 gidy anh
dé trén ban vao to6i hom dd; con cé tring gi, chanh, tuong dau
phong, hambuger... C6 bd ddng tién anh dé trong dia vao tui
minh, trong cé vé dic y, tua nhu c¢d may man lay lai dudc thit 1&
ra thudc vé minh.

Pé khong phai chiéc thiing to, bdi vi quan 4o ctia dan éng don
gian hon phu nii nhiéu. Thit nghi xem, néu c6 don di, ¢6 ¢ bao
nhiéu d6 dac chd! Khi nghi dén cin hd méi ctia Michael, c6 rat
dau 16ng, chi cé nhiing vat dung cd ban nhat va mot tl 4o, ngoai
ra chang cé gi c3, néu di du lich, moi thi trong dé cé thé chda
trén mot chiée xe.

Thé 1a d1.

C6 nhac nhd minh, anh that bai: Khi ¢6 dua ra nhitng y kién tuyét
ddi cé 1y, chang han, vé muén hon gid anh d4 hita mot tiéng, anh
sé ndi “Tai em in kiéng, nén dé cau cé, chit khéng phai tai anh”.
Mbi khi ho thay quan 4o chuin bi ra ngoai, anh luén hoi thtc 6,
nhung sau khi ¢d chuin bi xong, anh lai bién mat. Con lic cii
nhau, anh luén vd rit binh tinh, khic han véi “su xdc néi” va
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« ’ 2 » ? A
nong nay” cua co.

Pién thoai reo, c6 chay qua nghe. Nhung day chi 1a Sarah Vine goi
thong bao sé dén mudn. Pauline tra 18i: “Di nhién 13 dudc, thoi
gian cda téi rat linh hoat”. Nhung sau khi néi tam biét, c6 lai
mudn tit bd céng viée tinh nguyén nay, ma tim mdt cdng viéce cé
thu nhap. Tinh hinh tai chinh ctia ¢6 thé ndo? Michael con cap
dudng cho c6 khong? Anh con cho co... 6i, trdi a, phi sinh hoat
khéng? Cum tit “phi sinh hoat” nghe kinh khiing thé, c6 chua
tiing nghi cé ltic minh lai néi téi diéu dé.

Pauline dang nhin ra ngoii qua clta kinh, thay bd c6 14i xe dén.
Chiéc xe Buick den béng bay ctia éng chay doc theo con dudng,
sau dé ré ti tit vao nha, tua nhu mdét chiéc du thuyén to 16n1i ach.
Ong ditng xe budc xudéng, vd nhe vao tdi 40 com 18, sau dé déng
clia xe, bat dau di nhanh vé huéng cd. Sudt bao nim nay, éng
ludn budc di véi tdc @6 nay, tuy di ngoai 80 tudi, lung hoi khom,
véc ngudi nhd, hon nita con bi viém khép, nhung tat ca déu vi co -
vi sy viéc xay ra trong hén nhin ctia c6 1am 6ng that vong. Chic
chin 6ng nghe chuyén nay tit chi hay em ctia c6. Néu ching cé
chuyén gi, 6ng tuyét d6i khdng dén ma khéng bao trudc.

Nhung khi Pauline md ctta, 6ng chi néi: “Con khde khoéng, con
yéu?”, ctt nhu chang cé chuyén gi xay ra vay. Ong di luét qua co,
budc chin ning né cham rii, tay budng § hai bén, hudng vé
phong khach.

“Sao hom nay bd dén day?”, c6 di theo sau 6ng, vita di vita hoi, co
nghi cé 1é té6t nhat nén ndi toan bo su that.

Ong ngbi trén chiéc ghe tay vin, kéo thang quan Sau dé ngang
d4u, nhin c6 v4i &nh mit 6n hoa va thing thin: “O, b6 chi muén
ghé thim con géi clia bo, 18 nao khéng dudc sao?”.
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“Di nhién la dugc”, co nédi, “bé udng ca phé nhé?”. “Khong can
dau, cdm on con. Dao nay bo dang gidm cén, lai ngti khéng ngon”.

C6 xem day 1a nhitng 16i trach méc, nén vS nhu khéng hiéu.
“Nudc hoa qud nhé?”, c6 nédi, “Hay nudc ngot?”.

“B0 gid chang mudn udng gi ca”.

Ong lai thd dai moét tiéng, c6 ngdi ddi dién bé minh, chd nghe dng
noi.

“Pagan diu?”, 6ng héi.
“Né di xem phim vd&i Michael”.

“O? Hai 6ng chau di xem phim réi u?”. “B6 biét day, con cling
chang héi”, c6 néi.

C6 khéng mudn nhic dén chuyén nay trudc.
“H6m qua bd ngti khong duge du chi hai tiéng”. Ong néi véi co.
“Con rat tiéc khi nghe bo néi thée”.

“Téi hém trudc, cé 18 bd ngl dude ba tiéng. Vita nglt nhung lai
thuc day ngay”.

“Hinh nhu con ciing chiang ngt dudc nhiéu”. Bdng nhién ¢d ndi.
C6 nghi, 6ng 1a ngudi bd rat hiéu 1y 18, luén ting hd va thong cam

cho cé.

“Luc khéng nga dudc, con lam gi?”, 6ng héi, “Con ngoi diy, hay
van nam do6?”.

“@...con van nam d¢”.
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“Bd ciing thé. B6 nam d9, roi bat dau suy tu”.
“0, ding thé, suy tu”.
Pauline néi nghe chua chat. “Suy tu 14 té nhat”. Ong khiang dinh.

C6 im ling khong néi nita, cudi cing di dén lic phai nhin thang
vao su that roi.

“B6 nhd lai nhiing 18i néi 1am me con dau long. M6i khi me con
bat gidc 14p lai 16i bd néi, bo déu rat gian”.

“Néu cé ai d6 tin rang trong hén nhan ca ddi khong néi mot cau
lam déi phuong dau long thi qua ho 1a than thanh”. Pauline nhun
vai vé chan nan.

Trdng 6ng hai bdi roi.

“Sao?”, cb6 noéi, “B6 mong con la thanh nhin sao? B6 biét m3,
nhiing chuyén nay con cé thé nhin & géc d6 khac. Néu khéng bi
tac dong, ho sé khoéng tiic gian”.

“Phai, nhung me con luén khéng kiém soat dudc ban than, dé 1a
bénh ctia ba ay”.

Pauline tan ngan. “Bénh?”, c6 ndi.

“Con biét day, trudc day me con hay di lung tung, bé rat lo lang.
Hang xém ct phai dua me vé. B6 ndi: ‘Doris! Ba di dau thé ha? Rot
cudc ba bi cai gi chi phoi thé?’. Sau d6, bd nhin sic mit me con.
Trong ba iy rat xau ho, gidng nhu mdét dda tré bi trach mang,
nudc mit gian giua.

Ba néi: ‘Xin 16i, xin 16i,’ sau dé b6 thay minh rat té hai. Cé Itic me
lién tuc héi bo 15 1an cung mot van dé, bd nodi:
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‘Ba 3, t6i dd ndi vdi ba..’, nhung di nhién, ddy khéng phai nhan
nai that su, d6 13 biéu hién ctia su ¢d tinh. Bo biét minh da 1am me
con kho chiu”.

“Nhu thé 1a bd di cd hét stic rdi”. Pauline néi véi 6ng. “Toi hom
qua, bé nhd ra, cé mdt 1an me 1lam d6 siia”, 6ng ndi tiép, “ds 1a
ngay kho chiu vé cting, khi b6 mang com ra ban, chd me ngdi vao
ghé, cAm nia 1én va... me 1am d6 ly siia. Khip noi déu 13 sita, dia
thiic dn clia bo, trén ban, chin me va ca san nha nita. B6 mim
chit moéi khéng noéi gi, vao bép 1ay miéng gié, sau @6 trd ra, thd
mdt hoi dai. Ngay khi bd lau sita trén vdy me, me dua tay xoa dau

MM

b6, néi: ‘Ong ding 13 ngudi chong tot clia t6i”.
B6 khong néi nita. Mt 6ng nhin xa xdm, hudng ra clta so.
Pauline néi: “O, bd”.

“Bo lo chét di sé phai xudng dia nguc”. Ong ndi, giong nhd dén
muic khong nghe thay.

“Bo khong bao gid xudng dia nguc dau!”.

Pauline ding day 6m lay 6ng, nhung 6ng té y bao ¢b ngdi xudng.
Ong van con nhin ra clta s, “B6 rat lo khi bd 1én thién dudng, me
con sé ndi: ‘Ong! Ong doi x1t té vdi téi the, ong dén day lam gi?”.

“Chuyén dé tuyét d6i khéng xay ra dau”, Pauline ndi, “khong bao
gi®. Con ddm bdo ddm. BO biét su viéc sé thé nao ma?”.

“Thé nao?”. Ong hdi, nhung giong rat lanh ling.
CO6 ndi: “Bd 3 d6, trén cau thang dan dén thién dudng, b nhin 1én

trén, bat ngd khi thay clta md, me dang chd dén bd! Me khéng gia,
cling khoéng dau bénh, me chinh 13 c6 gai bé nhé 1an dau bo gip.
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Me cling rat phan chan, me sé cudi néi:

‘Anh dén rdi! Anh dén réil Mau vao day'. B6 sé hoéi: ‘Lé nio anh
chiang can dén trinh dién vdi ai d6 hodc vudt qua thi thiach nao
sao?’. Me sé cudi: ‘O, trdi a, khdng can diu. Anh di vugt qua thi
thach khé nhat & day!. Sau dé me niam tay bd, dua bé bude vao
cong. Con bdo dadm thé”.

Gid 6ng dang nhin thang vao c6. Ong néi: “Con 1a da con gai
ngoan, Pauline”.

Luc d6, c6 thay tim minh am ap.

T6i cht nhat, Pauline chuin bi chdo ltia mach nho kho cho bd,
day 12 mén truyén théng ctia nhiing gia dinh Baltimore. Sau bita
in, dng tam biét con gii va vé nha. Rd rang 6ng van chua biét nha
c6 xay ra chuyén. C6 tién dng ra ngoai ctta, chd éng 1én xe, 14i ra
dudng, roi vay tay rat 1au, sau dé trd vé phong.

Chiéc thung dung d6 ctia Michael dit trén trudng ky & sanh 16n.
C6 6m chiéc thiing vao trong phong khach. Sau d6 c¢6 quét don
bép, vita lam viéc vira hat ngin nga. C6 thay tAm trang ctia minh
rat tot. C6 tudi nudc cho chau cay trén bé clia sd, phoi gié lau trén
voi nudc, sau @6 tat dén trong bép.

Khi chudéng clta vang 1én, c6 dang di vao phong khach. C6 biét dé
12 Michael nhung sao anh ta lai 1am thé nhi? Vi trong ti 4o anh

c6 chtim chia khéa, chac anh c6 tinh day ma. C6 cham rii di qua
dai sdnh md& ctia.

Nhung chi minh Pagan ding d6, dm bal6 cing phong. “Doin xem
nao, ba ngoai!”, né néi, “Nha 6ng c6 mot bé boi day!”.

Khi Pagan vao nha, Pauline nhin qua né thi thay xe Michael d4 14i

http://tieulun.hopto.org



di, tura nhu mot chiée tau cit khéng cé mau sic trong béng dém.

“Leo cau thang 1én sin thuogng, ba sé thay mdt bé boi hoan hao, ¢
van nhay va dit moi trang thiét bi”, Pagan néi, “néu cudi tuan sau
tiét trdi Am ap, chau phai mang theo d6 bai”.

Sau khi né vao nha, Pauline dong ctta lai.

“Trong phong ngh con cé ca ti vi. Ong cho chau xem thda thich
trudc khi di nga”.

“Thé thi t6t qua”. C6 néi md mang. “Chung ta c6 kem khdng a?”.
“J chd 6ng khoéng cé cho chau dn sao?”. “0?”.

“Di nhién, chiing ta cé kem”, ¢6 ndi, “nhung khéng dudc vay ban
quan ao, nghe chua chau yéu?”.

Pagan dit chiéc ba 16 cing phdng xudng dat, rdi vao bép. Pauline
khong di cung né ma vao phong khach. C6 khéng mé dén, ma
ngdi xudng ghé salon trong béng toi, hai tay chéng cim nhin
thang vé phia trudc.

TUng hinh anh xuit hién trong dau c6, xa voi nhung ciing rat rd
nét. C6 mudng tuong thay Michael trong chiéc 40 jacket caré ma
anh mic vao chiéu hdm ho gip nhau; c6 thay budi sang dau tién
sau khi ho két hon, anh dang cao rau trong nha vé sinh ctia khach
san, dua tay ap chop miii sang mot bén, sau d6 cao rau & bén kia,
dong tic dé 1am c6 cudi ha ha; ¢ thiy tay anh cam mdt bé hoa
16n di vao bénh vién sau khi Lindy chao ddi, nhiéu hon tit ci hoa
trudc day cb thay, cd mét nti va hau nhu che khuat khuén mit
mac cd, tré trung, gy nhd va day vé sot rudt ctia anh.

Trong tri nhd clia Pauline, nhiing hinh dnh ndy tran day 4nh
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nang, ching 1am ton thuong c6 siu sic. Nhung c¢d khéng khéc
ma chi nghi vé nhiing ngay thang da qua. C6 1é Michael néi dung,
trdi lanh qué nén tuyét sé roi day.
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Chuong 6

Chdp mat Pagan da 13 tudi, thang 9 nay 1a né vao 18p 8 rdi.
Khong ngd né yéu thich thé duc thé thao thé, suyt chit nita
13 vao dugc d6i tuyén béng da Virginia. Pauline von dinh dua
Pagan tham gia trai hé ndi trd, nhung béng nhién né doi hoc ghi-
ta, nén c¢d danh cho né ghi danh 16p béi dudng nhac hé & “Trudng
nghé thuat Maestro” trén ducng Falls.

LSp hé bt dau lic 10 gid sang, nhung 9 gid Pauline dén vin
phong réi. Lic nay c6 dang 1dm nhin vién tiép tin ban thdi gian
nén Pauline danh goi dién cho Michael, hdi anh cé thé dua Pagan
di hoc méi sdng khéng.

“Chiéu em cé thé ghé dén Pagan, nhung mdi sing em can anh
dua né dén truong. Trén dudng di lam em sé dua né ghé qua nha
anh”.

“Dua dén clta hiéu tét hon, vi 8 gid sang anh ra dé ré6i”. “budc!
Vay thi dua né dén ctta hiéu. Cidm on anh!”, Pauline ctip may.

Dudng nhu gid day, cudc tro chuyén ctia Michael va Pauline ngay
cang don gian ngan gon. V4i Michael, diy qua 1a mét su giai
thoat. Vi anh chdng ddm nhd dén nhiing lic cii nhau trudc day.
Nhung khéng hiéu sao dén gid Michael van khong tai nio thich
Uing dudc nhitng thay d6i nay, nén anh cam dng nghe ding thi
ngudi  d6 mot luc.

Ldp hé bat dau vao thi hai. V4i Pagan, su viée tién trién thuin loi
hon né nghi. Téi ch nhat né c¢é thé nga lai nha Michael, chit
Pauline khong rudc né vé. Nhu thé, sang thit hai, Michael ra clta
hiéu trudc, 9 gid rudi vé bii diu xe trong chung cu dén né. Pagan
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ding chd & d6 tit sém, né dua nghiéng ngudi trén ghé dai, tay gy
chiéc dan ghi-ta méi toanh va mat nhin né tran day hy vong.
Mua déng nim ngoai, bdng chdc ciu phat trién chiéu cao rat
nhiéu, gid dang ciu léu nghéu, mai téc vita day vita nhiéu hau
nhu che ca khudén mit. Sau khi nhin thay Michael, né ding day
ngay, roi chdo anh bang tit “Hi” ma né rat thich. N6 mic quan bo
mau xanh va mdt chiéc 4o thun cuc to, trén quan 4o con cé rat
nhiéu 16, Idc nay Michael cdu mong “Trudng nghé thuit Maestro”
ditng 6 yéu cau nghiém khic vé trang phuc.

Trong xe néng dén phat buc dudi cai ning oi biic. Dt m& may
lanh t6i da van chang tham vao dau, thé 1a ho m& ludn hai clia s6
phia trudc.

“Cu thé trudng & dau?”, Michael 16n tiéng hdi. “Chau khong biét!”.

“Pi vé hudng Nam hay hudng Bic dudng Falls?”. Pagan nhun vai,
roi lai giy dan. Thuc té, nd ciing chang biét.

“Trudc diy chiu chua ting dén trudng d6 sao? Hay...”. “Chau
chang biét gi ca!”.

“Viy ai ndi chau biét vé trudng nay?”.
“Hinh nhu la ban ctia ba”.

Michael danh di th{, anh ré vé huéng Bic, di ngang qua rat nhiéu
can nha cli nat va mot hang cay um tum.

Nhanh hon du doan, chang may chdc ho thdy mot bang dudng
mau trang chi vé hudng ngudc lai, viét bang phan mau dé xanh
cam: “Trudng nghé thuat Maestro, 16p 9 - 12, thanh 1ap nam
1974”. Michael thot 1én “Chét tiét”, sau dé quay xe ngudc trd lai
ngi tu Iic ndy. Ho 1ai thing vé trudc may traim mét, dén mot toa
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nha réng 16n nhung lai rat cfi, trén mai nha cé bién hiéu: “Trudng
nghé thuit Maestro! Chao dén cac ban!”. Sau khi budc vao, ho
nhin quanh mdt vong, trong sin diu vii chiéc xe hoi, mét ngudi
phu nit khoang 60 tudi ngdi thdi sdo trén hanh lang. Dang vé ba
rat cham chd, mai téc vang xda dai vén sang mot bén, chiéc vay
dai rit xuéng chan. Michael bi thu hut bédi tiéng sdo tuyét diéu clia
ba. Ho can thin budc dén trudc hanh lang, vi khéng danh long
cit ngang tiéng sdo d4. Michael khé ndi véi Pagan: “Ching ta cé
thé hdi ngudi khac xem ai phu trach viée ding ky vao 16p hoc”.
Néi xong, anh diy clta budc vao, Pagan theo sit phia sau, con
nghich ngom gay ciy dan bang ngdn cai.

Ho dén sanh, bén trong rat tdi cling chang bai tri gi, chi day hoa
hong kho héo, khip noi con lan tda mii dau thong. Khi ditng lai
x4c dinh hudng, ho thiy xa xa phia trudc cé6 mdt ngudi diing dua
tudng, dén gan mdi thay ngudi nay cé rau quai nén, mic bd dd
den, tay cam mdt dong tai liéu, miéng khong ngling 1au bau. “Xin
chao!”. Michael ndi. Anh ta ngang dau, mit day vé béi roi. Lic
nay anh mdéi thay rd, mot tai anh chang deo chiéc hoa tai vang,
né 1am anh hoi khé chiu, nhung anh van rat lich su: “Cho hdi, hoc
sinh hoc nhac dang ky & dau?”.

“Ngay trudc dai sdnh, cin phong 16n nhat 8 cudi hanh lang”.
“Cam on anh!”.

Michael liéc nhin nhitng cin phong di qua, trong d6 dé day gia vé
va dan dé tip nhac. Trén dudng di, anh con cht ¥ mét ngudi phu
nil mic trang phuc rat hoa hoe dang néi chuyén véi mét ba lio,
cach an mic cia c6 mang dim ban sic Nam Mg.

Michael nhin qua cita thay bén trong cé rat nhiéu hang ghé xép,
thé 13 anh doan chd ho dén diang ky hoc cé 1& 14 mot hoi trudng.
Trudc khi dén @6, ho ngang qua moét cin phong nhd, bat giic
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Michael ditng budc lang ling ling nghe nhiing not nhac tuyét
diéu, cudi cing ding im lai 8 d6, nhung Pagan chiang biét gi, né
van di tiép. Qua canh cita bén trai, Michael thay mét ngudi phu
nit dang chai piano, ngdn tay cta cd ludt nhe trén cac phim dan.
Anh khéng thay rd mit ¢d, chi thdy mai téc niu dep xoin ngang
vai.

“Kiéu téc xodn ngang vai” cum ti nay khudy dong hoéi tc cla
anh. Bdng chéc trong dau anh sang 1én hinh anh, mét c6 gai tré
dang cham chiéc khin tay trudc tran cho Pauline. Anh chang
nghinggi gi, néi ngay: “Anna?”,

Khong ngd, cd ding lai, quay ngudi sang, mim cudi vé chang
chut bat ngd: “Chao Michael!”.

“Anna? Pung 13 6 r6i, sao c6 lai 3 day?”.

C6 cudi, sau d6 diing dan. Anh thiy nim thang chang 1am c6 thay
d6i gi nhiéuy, chi @€ lai trén mit vai nép nhin rat can, tuy téc da
hoa ram nhung kiéu toc van khong thay d6i, “Toi 1a gido vién day
piano & day!”.

“That sao? Trung hgp ghé!”.

“Ciing chiang phai tring hdp, néu khoéng, ai lai gidi thiéu vdi
Pauline 16p hé ctia trudng chu?”.

“C6 ay khéng hé nhic dén chuyén nay!”, Michael qui stc vui
mung, “A, toi... bat ngd that day! T6i con ngd cd song & Colorado
hay noinao do!”.

“Arizona. Nhung t6i r&i khoi @6 sau khi chong t6i qua ddi”.

“O, toi rat tiéc”.
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“T6i cling rat tiéc trudc chuyén ly hén cda hai ban!”. “O, moi
chuyén sé 6n thoi, y téi la... cha, gap lai co toi rat vuil”.

“Téi cling thé! Mong ring chau anh thich noi nay!”. “Téi ddm
chic né sé thich, viy, Pagan...”.

Arizona ngdi ngay d6, mim cudi dua mit tién anh budc di.
Michael vay tay vdi c6, sau d6 chay khip khiéng dén sanh 1é6n tim
Pagan.

Anna Grant, 6, dUng r6i, gid c6 Ay da theo ho chong, khong con la
Grant niia. Michael khéng biét tén chdng ¢ va chua tiing gip
mit, cling ching nghe tin anh ay qua doi. Tuy trudc day cé 1&
Pauline c6 nhic dén nhiing chuyén nay véi anh, nhung anh
chang cé chut an tuong gi Bao nam tréi qua, tinh ban gilta
Pauline va Anna dd nhat dan, ho chi thinh thoang gdi thiép mung
Giang sinh, d6i ltic Pauline rat bat ngd noi voi M1chael “0, anh
yéu, Anna gdi dén nay, con gai ban iy 16n thé rdi kia day!”. M6i
ltic nhu vay, Michael luén 1am bam gi d9, rdi lai tiép tuc lam viéc
ctia minh.

Nhung...

Tan siu ddy long anh luén cé mot suy nghi, néu lic @6 anh chon
Anna, chic ddi anh sé khac. Tuy thé, nhung khéng cé nghia ltc
day anh c6 kha ning chon Anna. Vi Anna chua tiing cht ¥ dén
anh, anh hau nhu khong quen biét ¢d, néi chi dén co hoi tim hiéu.
D1 vy, anh van cé ¥ nghi nhu thé nhiéu 1an. Nhat 14 khi Pauline
va anh cdi va ludn. Vi dudi mat anh, Itc tiic gidn, Anna khong dap
v& tach ca phé, khong xé td bao, khéng khéc 16c 8 nai cong cong,
khong tiéu tién anh vat va kiém dudc vao nhiing viéc khéng can
thiét, caing khong danh thiic anh chi dé héi anh cé yéu c6 khong?

Thinh thodng anh suy nghi, cé 18 Thudgng d& mudn cho anh nhin

http://tieulun.hopto.org



lai con dudng minh di di qua vao nhitng khoanh khic cudi doi.
Néu Iic dau nghe léﬁ chi Ursula, cé 1é gic anh da 1a mot bac si.
Anh con mo tutdng cd gang gianh 1y hoc béng ctia mét dai hocy
danh tiéng nao d4. Hoic trd thanh mét ky su, nha béo. O, anh
thudng mo tudng dén nhitng chuyén thé nay hoic thé khac.

Néu nim 1941, vao hém anh va Pauline gip nhau, ngudi anh yéu
khong phai Pauline, ma 1a Anna; néu ltic d6 anh cé thé binh tinh
va sang suot hon, cé 1€ anh sé khong voi va nhap ngi.

Nhung trong cudc sdng khong cé nhiéu cai “néu” nhu thé. Lic d6
chinh nhd su nhiét huyét manh liét ctia Pauline nén anh mdi
nhap ngii. Gid nghi lai anh thay minh hdi au tri, tuy sém mudn gi
cling phai nhap ngii, nhung anh luén thay chon Anna véi anh sé
thich hop hon. Ho sé t& chiic mot hon 18 rat trang nghiém, va di
nhién s& c6 méi quan hé than thiét véi con cai.

Mbi 1an nghi thé, Michael déu thay minh rat budn cudi, thim chi
ngiy ngd. Du vay, anh van thudng chim dim trong nhiing 3o
tudng dé.

Cach néi chuyén ctia Pagan dao nay thay d6i kha nhiéu, cit md
miéng ra 12 “xin nhanh 1én cho”, “ban than chiu cho rang khéng
phai nhu thé”, “ban thin chau nghila nhu vay”.

M6t 1an Michael héi: “Pagan, chdu mudén thém it bap khong?”.
N2ao ngd né tra 16i: “Ban than chiu, khong can al”. Thé 14 Michael
nghi ngay dén “Trudng nghé thuit Maestro”, ¢4 18 moi ngudi 8 d6
déu néi chuyén nhu thé. Vi thinh thoang Pagan con huyén

thuyén “mdt s6 ngudi 1am thé nay; mot s6 ngudi lam thé khac”.

“T6i cht nhat nay chau dén & chd 6ng chi?”.
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“Cé nhiing ngudi dén, c6 nhitng ngudi lai khéng”. “Chau néi thé
12 sao? Pén hay khong?”.

Pagan chiang néi gi c3, chi nhudng may. Pay ciing 13 biéu cAm né
hoc dugc gan day.

Oi trdi, cach 3n mic clia né ciing 1dm ngudi ta kinh hii. Mot dda
con trai sao lai @€ chan tran mang giay sandal chd! Con mic quan
rong thuing thinh. Ao thun ctia né ciing rat mét, hiéu gi cling 4,
nao 13 Band, nao 1a James Taylor... Tuy s 4o thun nay déu méi
mua vé, nhung trong kha cii. Ngoai ra, hinh nhu né rat thich
chiéc ghé kiéu ctia Michael, vi né thudng ngoi @6, vita gy dan
vita ¢o tinh kéo Am miii theo diéu nhac. N6 con mua mot chiéce
hop in mau den dé dung ghi-ta, vi ltic @6 moi ngudi cho ring
khoéng dung vat chuyén dung dung nhac cu 13 rat qué mua. Cay
dan cfia né chang ré gi, nhung trong rat cii, bdi vi né 1:ap mot cai
moc sat trén dé. Du thé nao, trong Pagan gidng mot nghé si day
din tudi ddi, ting choi dan trong moét quan rudu nho.

Nhung Anna bdo né rat cé khiéu, hon nita thiay day nhac cta
Pagan thudng khen né hoc rat nhanh.

“That ra, t6i cling chang biét né dudc di truyén khiéu 4m nhac tit
ai. Gia dinh chiing t6i chang ai cé khiéu vé 4&m nhac ca”.

Lic néi ciu nay, Michael va Anna dang ngdi trong hanh lang ctia
truong.

Michael vat éc vién ¢4 dén tim Anna. “Chting ta cé nén chao ba
Stuart khéng?”, anh héi Pagan. Thuc té, vi khéng muén thang bé
nghi ngd, nén sudt hai tuan qua anh vién khéng biét bao 1y do.
Lan dau, anh vién cd bao dén gip thay Britt clia Pagan, 1an thu
hai anh néi muén tham quan phong tap nhac. Lan nay anh lai
néi mudn dén chiao ba Stuart. Hai 1an dau, anh thay kha 6n, vi
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hinh nhu Anna cling rat vui khi gip anh. C6 hdi ctta hiéu cia anh
con khéng? Gid anh séng & ddu? C6 thich ché 3 hién nay khong?
C6 con chi dudng chd & ctia minh cho anh biét. C6 thué moét cin
hd gan dudng Falls, va cling cé ¥ dinh mua né. Lan thit hai gip
nhau, dudng nhu ho cang vui vé hon, ding lic con gii Anna vé
tham c6. Dudng nhu hé néi dén dé tai con gai, hai ngudi rat “tam
dau y hgp”. “Di nhién, Lindy, con gai 16n clia t6i, gid né...”, nhung
Michael ding lai ngay, vi anh khéng chic chin c6 biét bao nhiéu
vé chuyén ctia Lindy.

“Gid cling chang biét né & dau, t6ilo ling qual”.

“Phai day! C6 chang bao gid quen vdi ndi lo 1ang nay! C6 ciing lo
cho con cai, nhung néi lo nay ¢6 chang bao gid hiéu dudc!”.

Co gat gi1, khong ddm hdi thém gi, 1Am Michael cdm thay dudng
nht c¢6 chang thich xen vao chuyén ngudi khéc.

Chang biét phai néi gi, Michael danh nhin nhitng hoc sinh qua
lai. Rat nhiéu thiéu nién dé téc dai déu mic nhiing chiéc quan
ngin rat khac biét. Con cé mdt nhédm rat dic biét, d6 chinh 1a
nhiing dia tré hoc mua, chiing déu mic quan bé mau den. Roi
anh quay sang nhin Anna. C6 mic mdt chiéc 4o déng phuc tay
ngin mau trang, 16 ra viing canh tay bi phoi den va mot sé vét doi
mdi, phoi véi mot chiée quan rdng mau xam nhat va mot ddi giay
da bo hai 18p. “Mai Elizabeth dén ché t6i”, hinh nhu Anna lai tim
dugc dé tai, “t6i danh chd dén sang mai mdi cé thé chuin bi mét
it thic an chay!”.

“Hinh nhu bon tré nha t6i cling c6 mot dda an chay! Karen, c6
biét day, con gai ut cia chung t6i”.

“Chang phai trudc diy né rat thich in hai sin sao?”. “Khdng bao
gio, nhung né van an nhitng ché pham tu sita”.
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“May Elizabeth con cé thé in hai sin, thé nén viéc chuin bi chang
may rac roi. Hét gid 1am, t6i ¢ thé tién dudng mua it thit cua”.

“T6i mang dén mot it cho c6 chang phai tot hon sao?”. Anna chan
chti moét Iic, vé boi roi.

“Clta hiéu ching t6i ciing cé thit cua, hai sin mang dén mdi ngay
déu rat tudi. T6i c6 thé can mot pound udp da lanh mang dén cho

AN

co”.
“Um, cdm on anh, ¢ diéu...”.

“Co c6 thé mdi tbi tach ca phé?”.

C6 nhin anh mét lic, anh thay rat kho chiu, “Y téi 13, c6 chang
can kho xt thé, di khéng mdi téi tach ci phé, t6i vAn mang thit

cua dén cho c6é ma”.

“Di nhién cé thé md&i anh mét tach ca phé, nhung anh khong thé
cho khong téi thit cua!”.

“T6i dau thé nhan tién ctia ¢6 chu!”.

“Néu thé, téi cling tuyét ddi khéng dé anh 1am vAiy”. Hai ngudi
déu kién quyét, chang ai chiu nhudng ai. Cuéi cung, Michael dua
ra mot s6 thoa hiép, “Thé nay thi sao? T6i khéng nhéin tién,
nhung c¢6 phai mdi t6i dn toi!”.

Anna cudi, xem ra c6 rat vui. “Thé nao?”.

“Néu anh muén & lai an tdi, t6i phai ghé ngang clia hiéu, tién thé
mua ca thit cua vé!”.

“Pugc rdi, vay tdi rat lai 18i vita néi. C6 moi tdi udng hai tach ca
phé vay? T6i khong an t6i”.
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No6i xong ci hai déu cudi. “Pudc, ba tich vay! Néi chic rdi nhé,
anh giao thit cua cho t6i, t6i khéng tra tién, nhung t6i sé dat mét
phan an trua”.

“Quyét dinh thé nhé!”, Michael phan khdi v6 cling.

Chinh ngay lic nay, Pagan budc vao. Né nhin thiy Michael, ngac
nhién héi: “Sao 6ng con & day?”.

Michael cling 14y 1am la: “Chéng phai gid chau dang hoc sao?”.

“Cé nhitng ngudi phai hoc, cé nhitng ngudi khéng can hoc!” -
Pagan ndi xong hién ngang day ctta budc di.

Anna séng trén moét con dudng cach trudng khoang mét dim.
That ra cin hd cfia c6 rat binh thudng, bd rao mau trang, vita hep
vita cao lai c6 chép nhon, hinh chit nhit, sin nha moc day nhiing
khém hoa ctic dai. Michael khéng chan chd dudc nita, bam
chubng ngay. M6t thoang sau, Anna ra m& clta mdi anh vao. Tuy
c6 van mic trang phuc nhu & trudng, nhung Michael phat hién
ngay c6 chiit khac biét, Anna c6 tinh trang diém nhe mot chit.

“Chao, ngudi giao thit cua dén day!”, Michael diu dang néi, tay
cam mot tii thit cua, bén trong dung day d4 cuc.

Anna dén 13y, chan thanh néi: “CAm on anh rat nhiéu. O, con cua
to ghé! That ra khong can phién anh phai mang dén dau”.

“Phuc vu phu nit cling 14 niém vinh du ctia dan 6ng ma!”.
That ra, dudc phu vu Anna méi 1a niém vinh du cia anh!
Anh theo Anna di xuyén qua phong khach dugc trang tri tao nha

va cO kinh dé vao bép. Cach bai tri bép da nhiéu ndm r6i anh
khong thay: vai rém clta mau xanh da troi, ti lanh géc tron, con
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c6 mot bép dién rat 16n kha thinh hanh vao nhiing nim 40. Cin
bép to dén miic cé thé trugt bing trong d6. Khi Anna chuan bi bo
thit cua vao ta lanh, Michael khong nén dugc thot 1én: “Tuyét
that!”.

Anna con ngd anh dta vé thit cua, thé 13 ¢6 cudi. Michael voi giai
thich: “O khong, y t6i 14 quiy bar, trén d6 ching cé gi ¢, khong cé
thitc uéng pha ché rucu, khéng cé may xay, cling chang cé 16
nudéng”.

“0, tdi mdi chuyén dén diy khéng bao 1au, vin chua cé thoi gian
trang hoang quay bar”. Néi xong c¢6 déng ti lanh roi ngoanh
ngudi lai hoi: “Anh muén udng gi?”.

“Bia vay, néu c6 co!”.

“Di nhién!”, c6 m4 ti lanh 14y bia ra. Pay 1a bia nhap khau, mui vi
ngon hon nhiéu loai Michael uéng trudc diy. Nhung ltic @6 anh
c6 mot suy nghi, sd bia nay chuin bi cho ai? Cho ¢6 iy sao? Hay
cho ngudi ndo khic? Mau dan 6ng cb thich 1a ngudi thé nao? Hai
tuan trudc day anh luén nghi Anna séng moét minh, nhung mét
phu nii cé stic hap din nhu c6 sao cé thé c¢é don chi? Anna rét ly
rugu sherry cho minh, dong tac that thanh thoat lam Michael
nhd dén nhiing hoc sinh hoc muia & trudng nghé thuit.

Trd vao phong khach, ho ngdi xuéng & hai dau ghé salon, Anna
lai ph4 v& bau khoéng khi ngai ngiing: “O, Itic niy ta quén 13y ly
cho anh”.

“T6i1a dan Ba Lan ma, ¢d quén rdi sao? Tdi quen ndc bia chai roi”.
C4 18 bau khong khi trong phong 1am anh béng nhién cé cam giac
minh khéng phai 13 din Ba Lan. Bong nhién anh nhd tdi nhiing

tam khin trai ban va cay thap tu gid me anh yéu thich, ca nhiing
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vat dung gia dinh “théi thugng” ma Pauline say mé 1am anh thay
buc bdi. Anh uéng mét ngum bia, tit ti thudng thitc mui vi khac
biét, sau d6 lai khoi chuyén: “C6 & dau trudc khi chuyén dén day?
Baltimore sao?”.

“Phan 16n thdi gian téi & phia TAy dat nude. Khi Paul qua ddi,
Elizabeth mdi 10 tudi, téi biét minh phai tim mdt viéc lam, thé
roi toi trd vé bang Idaho, rat nhiéu ho hang ctia toi déu song 3 do,
roi tdi dén 1am viée & mot trudng hoc tai Cleveland mai dén khi
né hét hoat déng, t6i méi xin 1am viéc & day. T6i thay minh van
rit may man, tim dugc céng viéc day piano chang phai chuyén
dé”.

Michael hang giong, hdi mot cach thin trong: “Chéng c6 qua ddi
dot ngot sao?”.

“Khong, anh a4y mac bénh bach cau tir 1au!”.

C4u trd 16i nay théa min su td0 mo cia anh, nhung khéng phai la
ciu tra 16i anh mudn. Thit ra, anh muon biét cé phai cb rat yéu
chéng? C6 con nhd chong khong? Anh lai hing giong, nhung
chang ndi gi, chi udng vai ngum bia.

“Chung t6i quen biét nhau trong tran chién dé, hinh nhu 13 mét
dao sau khi anh va Pauline két hon. Toi con nhd luc d6 Pauline

mang thai, nén khéng thé dén du hén 18 ctia chiing t6i”.

“Um, ding thé”. Tuy Michael tra 16i viy, nhung trong dau chang
hé nhé dén nhitng chuyén nay.

“Vay gid anh va Pauline van giii lién lac m4t thiét ch?”.

Cau hdi nay tuong tu cAu anh mudn héi Anna, nao ngd cd ay hdi
anh trudc. Anh thay dudng nhu cé mét tia hy vong. Anh ngiing
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mdt chut r6i néi: “Khdng! Nhung di nhién, chiing téi van giit lién
lac vi con cai va nhitng chuyén khéc. Thinh thodng thay cé iy, toi
c6 cam gidc thé nay: day 13 ngudi phu nit ma trude diy téi ting
két hon sao? CaAm gidc dé rat la. Téi cling thay minh trd lai 1a
minh trudc day. T6i hau nhu ching con nhd ai 13 ngudi da két
hon véi Pauline”.

Loi anh néi déu 14 16i that 1ong, anh ¢d ging bay td né cho Anna
hiéu dugc. Nhung khong hiéu sao trong dau anh lai 16e 1én mét v
nghi, Pauline khong xau, va chua ting lita déi anh, cling chua
tiing ngudc dii cac con, cang khong bé tha cd bac. Thuc té, tit géc
d6 nao dé, tinh cb tét hon anh nhiéu. €6 hién lanh tét bung, tu
tudng rong rai, cé rat nhiéu ban bé, cé 1& van dé ctia ho chi xuat
phat tu phia anh?

Dudng nhu Anna doc dudc tAm tu ctia Micheal: “That ra, hoi
trudc t6i rat ngudéng mo Pauline”.

Michael nghiém tiic suy nghi ham y ctia hai chit “nguéng mo”.
“Tuy hoc chung trudng, nhung lic dé t6i khéng hé hiéu cé ay.
Nhung t6i rat thich stic sdng va su nhiét huyét ctia Pauline. C6 ay

chua tiing ngdé 10 bat ctt mot ai trong nhém chiing t6i”.

“HOm t6i quen c6 ay, hinh nhu ciing cé c6 bén canh?”, Michael
noi.

“0, phai, su kién Tran chiu cang! Lic dd, ludn cé mét diéu gi 161
kéo chung t6i lai véi nhau, cling trong tran chién do t6i mat dda
em trai mai mai”.

“Xin 16i, trudc day t6i chua tiing nghe diéu nay”.

Anna dua mat nhin xuéng ly rugu. Béng nhién, Michael cht vy
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thay trén mit c¢6 cé rat nhiéu diém hinh bau duc. C6 cé d6i mit
hinh bau duc, cai miéng hinh bau duc, hon nita dau cé ciing 1a
hinh bau duc, mai téc dai 1a kiéu udn lon ngang vai. Trudc day,
anh chua tiing cht y thay nhitng nét nay.

Anna tram lang hoi 1au roi nadi tiép: “T6i nhd hom do cé Pauline
. )
Wanda Bryk, ca... c6 gai dé tén gi nhi?”.

“Katie Vilna”.

“0, phai, Katie. C4 4y cing Wanda &lai chim séc Pauline”.

“Gid Pauline van thudng gip ho”. “Viy con anh?”.

“T6i?”.

“Phai, anh con lién lac v8i hang xém trudc diy khéng?”. “O, rit it.
Chi thinh thoéqg t6i di tham anh ban cli Leo va ba hang xém gia
Serge. C6 biét day, t6i khong gidi xa giao”.

“Téi cling thé”.

“Tréng c6 khdng phai thé?”.

“That ra, sau khi chuyén dén day, anh 13 vi khach dau tién dén
choi”.

“That sao?”. Bong nhién Michael cé su phan chin dén khé hiéu,
anh dua mit nhin xung quanh, sau dé néi: “Cé trang tri nha clita
tuyét 1am! C6 xem, t6i séng & d6 6 nim rdi, nhung nha ching cé
12y mét biic tranh ra hon!”.

“Anh mudn treo tranh trong nha sao?”. “Phai, nhung chang biét
nén treo tranh gi!”.
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Anna nghiéng dau nhin anh, Michael do4an dudc ¢6 nghi gi. Néu
14 Pauline, chic c6 4y di néi ra rdi. C6 ludn tu tin cé thé sap xép
tot cudc séng clla ngudi khac. Nhung Anna thi trai lai, ¢6 giit y
kién cia minh ma khéng néi ra. Michael lai hdi: “C6 c6 thé cho tbi
vai y kién khong?”.

“Um, chic dudc! Nhung t6i cling khéng biét cé hop y anh
khéng?”.

Michael cudi rat diu dang, Anna khéng hiéu sao anh cudi va nu
CUdi d6 coy gi.

Chiéu thit bay tiép d6, Anna chd con gai di r6i méi dén nha
Michael, giup anh xem th{t nha nén treo bao nhiéu btc tranh. Sau
d6 ho dén mét ctta hiéu chuyén ban tranh gia kha mém. Pagan
cling di theo, vi cé thé né nghi mot cb gido day nghé thuat gitp
éng ngoai trang tri tranh trong nha 1a chuyén rat binh thudng
ching! Anna qud rat ti mi, c6 khéng hé quén cdm nhan cla
Pagan: “Pagan, chau thay sao? Chau thich treo gi trong phong
ngua?”.

“Mot poster clia James Taylor. Chau thiy mot tdm rat 16n & tiém
bing dia trong siéu thi. Ong oi, chau cé thé c6 mot tAm khong a?”.

“Di nhién la dugc!”.

That ra, Michael rat ngudng mo Pagan, né ludn biét minh muén
gi. BAn than anh méi 1an xem mot bic tranh déu liéc nhin vé mit
clia Anna, sg minh phai mua nhiing thit tim thudng nhu mét tén
ngdc. Nhung c¢6 luén nhin anh va mim cudi khé hiéu, 1am anh
chang biét 1am sao. Cudi ciing, Michael budc miéng héi: “Sao cd
khong chon? Qua thit, toi chang biét minh thich gi, t6i chang ¢
y tudng gi ca”.
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“Chiéu nay khoan vdi quyét dinh, du sao ching ta ciing ching
gap diing ma!”.

Ho roi khoi ctra hiéu vdi hai ban tay khéng. Khi Michael md ctia
xe cho Anna, rat ty nhién, anh dit nhe tay 1én eo c6. Sau dé khi
sap dén bii diu xe 3 khu chung cu, Michael hdi ¢6 mudn 1én nha
udng chiut gi khong, ¢d vién cd con ban viée, voi vé nha.

Chiéu thit hai, Michael lai mét minh dén ctta hiéu @6, quan sat so
tranh mot Iuot. Sau quay tinh tién 1a mot ngudi phu nii téc vang,
sic mit hdong hio, Michael tin ring hdém chiéu thit bdy Anna
khong cé mit & clta hiéu, “S6 tranh nay biic nio dep nhat? Vi nhu
trang tri ghé salon, bitc nay thich hgp hay buc kia?”.

“Tranh ctia Chagall dep hon!”.

Anh nhin theo 4nh mat ctia ngudi phu nit dé. Bic tranh nay day
mau sic 4o tudng, rat nhiéu ngudi bay tu do trén khéng. Anh
quyét dinh mua btic nay, anh con mua btc “Hoa hudéng duong”
ctia Vincent van Gogh va moét bic khac. Ngoai ra, anh con mua
moét bic tranh phong canh trang tri phong ngt ctia minh, vi anh
rat thich su yén tinh cfia thién nhién. Vita vé dén nha, Micheal
lién treo tranh 1én ngay, nao ngd phién phtic hon anh nghi nhiéu,
mot thodng sau lung anh di dam dia mo hoéi. Trang tri xong,
Michael goi dién cho Anna, mdi c6 t6i mai dén xem thi. “T6i biét
t6i mai c6 khong c6 18p”. Di nhién anh biét rat rd diéu nay, anh
cling rat vui khi t6i mai Pagan khéng c6 mit & diy, “Hon nita t6i
c6 thé chuin bi bita t&i mdi ¢d, nhu thé hét gid 1am c6 khong can
phai nau nudéng. Mot bita toi rat sém, t6i bio dam”.

“Thé thi hay qua!”.

Chiéu ngay hém sau, Michael chon ti mi mot sd thuc pham trong
ctta hiéu. Sau khi vé nha anh quay mét con vit trudc, roi nau mét
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it khoai, con chuin bi mdt phan salad trén. Thit ra diy 1a mén
salad don gidn nhat, rudi s6t mayonnaire 1én, mén trang miéng
13 banh kem nhan s6cdla. Nhung dii thé, khi chuin bi xong biia
t6i, anh van 1am bép rdi tung 16n x6n. Bdng nhién anh nhd dén
Pauline, cling giong nhu phan 16n phu nit, c6 c6 thé dé dang xit 1y
tot chuyén bép niip. Anh bat Iuc nhin quanh bép mdt vong, sau
d6 anh vao tam rita, thay d6 va cao rau.

Michael ngbi trén ghé salon, vudt nhitng nép nhin trén bd trang
phuc bang vai kaki. Sau dé anh dua dau vao thanh ghé, mat nhin
chim cham 1én tran nha, ndo ngd phat hién moét mang nhén,
bdng nhién anh thay mdi Anna dén nha qua thit budn cudi.

Nhung phai thita nhan rang, sau khi quen Anna, anh thay thoai
mai va tran day sdc song. Lic ndo anh cling nhé dén Anna, di1 13
ltc ngt, long cling thay chit am ap. Trudc diy anh chua ting cé
cam gidc nay sao? Hoi anh con tré? C4 1& anh quén mat réi. Du
sao, cAm gidc bay gid v4i anh 14 chua ting cé, anh thay su song
ctia minh nhu vita méi bit dau. Anh ciing tiing nghi, du Anna
khong dap lai tinh cdm ctia anh, anh cling théa long. Anh ciing
rat vui vi minh con cé cadm gidc yéu mot ai d6 thé nay.

Anna rat ding gid. Hém nay c6 ¢d y mic chiéc vdy mau tim d.
Piéu nay lam anh tham vui trong 16ng, vi né cho anh thiy Anna
rat xem trong cudc hen hém nay, nao ngd cé con mang dén mot
chai rugu nho va mét & banh mi. “Banh mi ¢6 tu nudng day a?”.
Michael héi khi dén 14y né tit tay cb, ¢d cudi: “O, khong, tdi mua 3
mdt hiéu banh mi doc dudng day”. Sau dé cd di xem sd tranh
Michael mua. “Trdi a, anh mua buc tranh nay ctia Chagall, dat &
day, qua 13 tuyét dep! Hon nita t6i rat thich bitc nay, mau hoa
huéng duong rat hop véi mau rém ctta cia anh”.

“T6i dua cb di xem nhiing biic khac nhé”.
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Anh dua cd di qua phong dn dén phong ngt ctia minh. J day treo
mdt biic tranh phong canh, “C6 cé thay biic nay cé binh thudng
qua khong?”.

“Khéng dau, anh chon rat khéo”.

Giong diéu clia c6 khéng giong nhu dang an 4i anh. C6 cht y
thay, nhung khéng ndi cho Michael biét trén giudng thiéu mét
tdm ra, c6 cling khéng ndi vdi anh dudng nhu phong ngi con
thiéu thit gi d6.

Trd vao phong an, Michael r6t cho Anna mdt ly rugu sherry anh
mua cho budéi hen hém nay. Anh ciing rét cho minh mét ly, du
chang may thich mui vi cta loai rugu nay. Anh ngdi trén mot
chiéc ghé cé tay vin, cd tinh giit khodng cich véi Anna, anh
khoéng mudn minh tréng 16 ming. Chd anh ngdi khong cé ban,
nén anh danh cam ly rugu trong tay, thinh thoang xoay qua xoay
lai. Michael chéom ngudi ra trudc, Anna lai ngdi yén trén ghé
salon, c6 dit ly trén chiéc khin gidy di xép sin nhu dang suy
nghi gi do.

“Chiéu nay t6i cé gip Pauline. C6 4y dén dén Pagan, con bao khi
Pagan 1én 18p 9 c6 sé cho né dén hoc ‘Trudng nghé thuit Maestro’
toan thdi gian”.

“Co Ay cling tiing nhic chuyén nay véi t6i, nhung t6i khong hé cé
thanh kién véi ‘Trudng nghé thuit Maestro’, nhung thing bé cé
thé tiép nhan nén gido duc tot 3 d6 sao, ¥ t6i 1a cdc mén con lai thi
hoc thé nao?”.

“Um, ca nim ho déu day 18p tiéng Anh vi 16p Todn”. “Nhung cb

cling biét ddy, vdi mot dita bé trai, ghi-ta va 4m nhac khong phai
14 tat ca ctia nd, tri khi né 12 mot thién tai Am nhac”.
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Dudng nhu anh tu dua minh vao thé bi, “Théi, khéng ban chuyén
nay niia, c6 cé ndi Pauline biét toi nay dén nha t6i khéng?”.

“Khéng, ltc d6 t6i khéng kip néi”. Béng dung mit c¢d d6 1én, “Hon
niia, t6i cling khéng chic khi biét chuyén c6 ay cé nghi gi khéng”.

Lan dau tién Michael cdm thay Anna ciing dang suy nghi xem
gitia ho c6 thé tién trién khéng. C6 18 Michael khéng yéu don
phuong. Anna nhin anh, mit vin con ng dd, cam c6 dan dua
1én, né 1am Michael nhat thoi ling ting, 1an nay dén luct anh dd
mit, “O, chuyén d6”, anh diing phit diy, voi di vao bép.

Micheal ciing khong tim dudc cd hoi thich hop dé tiép tuc néi vé
dé tai Idc ndy. Nhung ciling may, khi vao gitip anh niu nudng,
Anna héi anh mét s6 van dé don gian, chang han nau in cé phai
s& thich ctia anh khong? Mbi t6i anh déu tu niu in sao? Thinh
thoang anh cé ra ngoai an khong?

“That ra tai nau bép cla tdi rat kém. Hé6m nay t6i nau xong bita
t6i 12 vi toi chudn bi tit hdi 4 gid chiéu. T6i nghi 16 nhu cé gi truc
tric, t6i cé thé nau lai hoic goi dién dit mua. Thudng thi téi in &
nha, nhung chi an binh mi sandwich vdi tuong ddu phdng hoic
c4 hop thoéi. T6i khéng mudn ra ngoai dn, ngdi 4n mdt minh budn
1am”.

Anh dit khoai d3 nau chin trén tii bép, sau dé quay dau nhin
Anna, 1ay hét can ddm néi: “Nhung néu cé cb cung ding bita, toi

van rat san long di”.

C6 lai ngudc nhe cam 1én, sau d6 tin ngan ndi: “T6i cling rat vui
dugc di an t6i cung anh”.

Cau chuyén ctia ho bat ddu nhu thé.
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Gio ho thudng dén mot nha hang trén dudng St. Paul thudng
thttc mén canh gi. Pay 1a nha hang ho thich nhit, 1an nao ho
ciing ngdi cting mdt chiéc ban tron bén clia s6. Thinh thoing ho
cling hén nhau, nhung van cé chit ngai ngan.

Trong rap chiéu phim, ho cfing nam tay nhau, Micheal khéng
ngd tay Anna mém mai thé, ding 1a ban tay clia mot nghé si
piano.

Nhung khi di nghe hoa tau, ho thudng khéng nim tay, vi Anna cé
vé rat cham cht. Michael thudng liéc nhin c6 dé biét ltic nao nén
v0 tay. Sau modi 1an két thtic mot bai hoa tau, mit Anna déu hoi
uon udt, sau dé c6 chdm ngudi vé trudc, vo tay ndng nhiét.

Thinh thodng ho niu in & nha Michael, thuc phdm mang ti cla
hiéu vé, con cé ca xa lach nita; thinh thodng ho ciing dén nha
Anna, goi mdt it thic an trua va pizza. Anna khéng gidi nau in,
cd dung cu dn udng thudng dung nhat trong nha, nhu loai va cé
16 hodc dao hai ludi cting khéng cd, hon nita cé cling khéng nghi
phai mua nhitng thi nay. Tuy né lam Michael thay hoi bat ngg,
nhung anh khong danh gia cao khd nang tu cham séc ctia cb. Co
khoéng bao gid di tay khéng dén nha Michael ma luén mang mét
it rugu nho hoac hoa tuoi. Co6 cling khéng bao gic goi dién trong
ltic anh dang 1am viéc, tuy anh rat mong c6 lam thé. Hon nita khi
xt Iy nhitng van dé trong moéi quan hé véi con gii, Anna luén td
ra chin chin. Ho khéng bao gid tranh cii, cling chang chién tranh
lanh, chi ¢4 1y gidi, ing h6 va tén trong 1an nhau.

Khi gidi quyét cdng viéc, Anna khdng bao gid 1am cho né rdi tung.
C6 c6 thé mdt minh giét thoi gian budi tdi, mot minh dén cac
buodi tiéc, tu thay 16p xe, stta may giit, tham chi xoay chuyén dng-
ten trong vuon. Theo Michael, c6 lam dudc nhiing viéc nay qua
rat ctt khéi, vi so véi Pauline gid anh con phai thudng gitip cb ay
stia chita va bao tri xe, nhung Anna lai cho rang nhitng viéc nay
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chila viéc nhé chang dang nhac dén.

Diéu dic biét 13, co hdi gip mit vao nhiing ngay thudng ctia ho
con nhiéu hon 13 cudi tun. Vi cudi tuan Pagan dén trudng hoc
ghi-ta. Theo dong thdi gian, gié i dén thang 8, Michael sém di
quen nhiing ngay thing cé Anna bén canh. Anh dua dim vao
Anna va hen ¢6 vao mdi cudi tuan. Ho cuing di an kem, cling di
boi. Anna mic bd d6 boi mau den, dudi mat Michael, ¢6 goi cam
vO cung. C6 c¢6 lan da min mang va khdée manh, thinh thoang
cling thay mot it dém ddi méi, nhung sau khi mic 4o vao, ching
déu trd nén khong rd nét.

Pagan luén can nhan 1an biéu dién nay chon bai khéng hay, hon
nita né con buc bdi cd gii dién chung cé giong qua khan. Nhung
thuc té, Pagan c6 thé tham gia 1an biéu dién nay qua thit 1a niém
vinh du rat 16n. Mot tuan trudc dé, né luyén tap rat cham chi. N6
thudng ngdi trén ghé salon ctia Michael, chui sdu dau vio ciy
ghi-ta, co thé bién thanh hinh chii C. N6 cling thudng hat bai nay
theo diéu nhac “Anh phai lang bat dén ndi d4...” nhung do 4m
diéu qua cao, 1an nao cling ditng & doan nay. Piéu tht vila, dudng
nhu Michael ciing bi giai diéu bai hat cia Pagan dnh hudng. Sudt
mdt tuan, ban nhac @6 ¢t vang vong trong dau anh, di 1a Idc xem
don hang hoic tra 16i dién thoai. Anh cdm thay ban nhac d6 luén
vang bén tai, cé chut bi thuong cling mang chiit khat vong.

C3 nha Anton déu dén xem man biéu dién dé. Ngoai Michael va
Pauline, con c6 George, Sally va con ho, JoJo va Samantha, di
nhién con cé Karen, néu cdng viéc clia cd két thic sdm. Piéu nay
1am Michael hoi cing thang, vi day 1a 1an dau tién ngudi nha anh
thay anh cling Anna sanh budc bén nhau véi tu cach 1a ngudi
yéu. Nhung thit long anh rat muén ho thay, hon nita anh mong
moi ngudi hiéu rang Anna rat quan trong véi anh. Thé nén, khi
Anna néi anh hiy dé c6 14i xe dén d6 mot minh, anh kién quyét
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ndi: “Khéng dugc! 7 gid anh dén dén em!”.

Ho dén trudng sém hon ntia tiéng, anh dua Anna dén ngdi & diy
ghé dau tién.

Anna luén miéng ké véi Michael vé viéc hoc sinh tham gia biéu
dién, trong dé bao gdm nhiing thi sinh ddc tau piano, cé mdt ciu
bé qua hoéi hdp, con doa néu bd me dén xem né sé khong thi nita.
Michael phat hién hém nay Anna cd tinh mic mét chiéc 4o den
rat mot va mang d6i gidy cao gét, tréng co rat tuyét!

Nhitng ngudi khac 1an lugt dén trudng, trong dé cé nhitng cau bé,
cd bé, bd me va dng ba chting. Mot ¢d gai mic trang phuc bd sat
ngudi dang 1én tho dau ra ngoai & canh trai san khau, con cé mdt
ngudi phu nit mic déng phuc voi va chay vao.

Chinh ltc nay, Pauline budc dén chio Michael: “O, hda ra anh &

day”.

CO6 dung lai trudc Michael, theo sau 1la Karen. Hom nay ¢6 maéc
chiéc vay hoa va 40 khodc trang, téc vita méi nhuém, mau son rat
hop véi d6i hoa tai d@d. Karen tréng van nhu moi khi, mic chiéc
quan bd bac mau d3 16i thoi va 4o thun. C6 bé diing sau Pauline,
day vé bat luc. Pauline vin thodi mai chao hdi Michael: “Hé6m nay
em rat vui vi cudi cling cé thé dén xem budi biéu dién nay. Mot
lan nita lai dudc nghe giai diéu ctia nhiing tinh khtc bat hii, hon
nita... O, chio, Anna! Vita niy khéng nhin thiy ban! Karen, héi
trudc con c6 gip ban me, cd6 Anna Grant khéng? Khéng, phéi 1a...
Minh dinh goi dién cho ban, qua rit cAm on ban, Anna. ‘Trudng
nghé thuat Maestro’ luén...”.

Bong nhién c6 ding lai, chuyén dan anh mat t Anna sang
Michael. C6 md to mit, ngac nhién nhin Michael.
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L& nao c6 thay gi sao? Luc d6 ho khong hé nim tay hay cé hanh
dong gi qua than mit. Cling khong ngdi chung nhu trudc, thim
chi vai ho cling khéng ké vio nhau. Nhung trong chdp mat,
Pauline 16 vé mit rat bi thuong, méi c6 khép lai ngay, sau dé
ngoanh mit bd di. C6 rat gidn, xach tay ving ca ra ngoai khi c6
quay ngudi, va vao canh clia phia sau. Karen goi vdi theo Pauline,
sau do6 chay véi theo. Trudc khi di con bé con nhin Michael véi
dnh mit day nghi hoic.

Anna dua mit nhin Michael, c6 dang dinh néi gi dé, nhung bi
ngudi phu nit mic ddng phuc lic niy ngit ngang, “Chio ming
moi ngudi dén du!”. Giong ctia ¢b vong tit sin khau xudng, rat vui
ciing rat cao, thé nén ho phai ngang dau nhin vé phia 6. Michael
chang nghe dudc gi, gid anh chi cdm thay Pauline dang ngbi &
diy ghé niao @ phia sau nhin anh chiam cham. Anh ngbi bat
dong, mat nhin thang phia trudc. Anh khéng ddm dua vao Anna,
ciing ching ddm nam tay c6, anh thiy ¢d minh cting do.

Lic biéu dién, bon tré déu mang v va gidy tring, cac bé trai thi
dan riu gid. Tiét muc clla Pagan nam gitta chuong trinh. Di
nhién, khi biéu dién, téc né vin ap 1én chiéc ghi- ta, ngdn tay né
gay diy dan rat diéu nghé, chang hé mic mot 16i nao. Thit ra
giong hat ctia c6 bé dién chung vdi Pagan chang khan chtt nao.
Nhung Michael khéng con tdm trang nao dé thudng thitc. Anh
chi muén quay dau lai tim béng dang Pauline trong dam doéng
khén gia.

Nhung, anh khong lam thé.

Rat hién nhién, Pauline vé thang nha hoic di dén noi khéic. Ngudsi
phu nit mic déng phuc lic niy trd 1én san khau, sau khi v tay
chiic miing man biéu dién rat thanh céng, thong bio ho con
chuin bi banh ngot cho phu huynh trong phong khach. Michael
nhan liic nay tim kiém béng dang Pauline trong dai sinh, nhung
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khong thiy, anh cling chang thay Karen dau. Lic d6, nha Anton
chi con lai George va Sally. Vg chong chiing ngdi 8 gan cita, vi s¢
con tré gay ric roi. Sally Am Samantha trén tay, JoJo dd nim dai
trén chan c6 ngl. George thiy Pagan budc dén, lién ding day
chiic mung: “Cit1am, cdu nhéc!” r6i vd nhe 16n dau Pagan.

Pagan hoi: “Ba dau a?”.
“Ba khong ngbdi chung vdi 6ng sao?”. “Chau cé thay ba dau chi”.

“«, ong doan, chic ba di vé trudc. C6 1& Karen l4i xe dua ba vé
thang nha r6i”, Michael khéo 1éo chuyén sang dé tai khac, sau @6
néi véi George: “George, Sally, bo gidi thiéu Anna véi hai con”.

George vui vé chao Anna: “Chao ¢4, Anna!”.

Nhung Sally quan st Anna ti mi, r6i nhin Michael, sau @6 1& phép
néi: “Rat vui duge gip co!”.

Anna nhin George: “C6é nhdé trudc day ting gip chiau moét lan,
nhung hinh nhu da 30 nadm trudc roi, nén chau khong nhd co, co
cling khénglay lam 1a!”.

“Viy, c6 1a ban ctia gia dinh chau a?”, Sally to mo héi. “Phai, tit 1du
moi ngudi di 1a ban ctia nhau, ¢6 hoc chung trudng véi me chau”.

Michael cé cdm giac Sally rat mudén gidi méi ngd vuc trong long,
nhung c6 khéng hdéi tiép niia.

Di nhién ho khéng thé bd 18 mén banh ngot. Khip noi déu la
tiéng vui cudi, khen ngdi va cdm on ctia bd me bon tré. Michael
bdng nhién thiy dau dau, anh khong biét ngay hém nay bao gid
mdi két thiic.

Cubi cung ho vé nha. Ndi day cach thanh pho rat xa, nén thay
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dugc hang ngan anh sao 1ap lanh trén bau trdi dém. Michael rat
mong c6 thé dua Anna vé nha minh, nhung hém nay la thi sau,
Pagan dén nha anh G, thé nén anh danh dua c6 vé nha.

Ho6m nay Pagan néi nhiéu dén bat ngd, gid chic chan né thay thu
gidn vo cling. Ca doan dudng né déu hdi Anna: “Ba cé phat hién
ltic méi dau chau hoi cing thang khéng nhi? Con niia, ba cé biét
chidu chim moét nhip 8 doan thit hai khéng?”.

“HOom nay chdu biéu hién rat xuat sac, tuyét lam!”.

Ca doan dudng Michael déu rat im ling, anh khéng hiéu rét cudc
Pauline cé phan ing thé nao? Chi cé tén ngdbc mdi nghi rang sau
khi biét chuyén Pauline chang néi gi ca.

Gio didy dudng nhu moi ngudi déu biét chuyén, hon nita y kién
bat nhat. Wanda Lipska ludn truy hdi Michael tai sao lai thich
mot ngudi theo Thanh gido (mot phai trong Gido héi nudéc Anh
véi cac hinh thiic nghi 16 nha thd don gian); Karen trach Michael
it ra lic ddu anh nén ndéi cho Pauline biét mot tiéng, dé me co
chudn bi tam 1y. Rat hién nhién, gid day Pagan ciing y thiic dugc
chuyén x3y ra, nén khi gip Anna & nha Michael, né thudng rat it
néi va c6 giang tranh mat; chi minh George cho ring Anna rat
duge. Nhung ¢d em Sherry cfia Pauline lai rat phin nd, ¢6 cho
rang Anna la ngudi vo liém si, phéng ding lang 1o, “Moi ngudi
déu biét cudp chdng ban 1a chuyén rat xau”. Sally lai khac, co
dang nghi Michael vA Anna cé mdi vg chong ¢6 ra dung biia
khong, di nhién phai 14 liic hai con ngtt hét méi dudc, bang khéng
6 phai phién Pauline dén chim séc chung, thé 13 16 tay. Chi cé
Leo Kazmerow vui v6 chiing sau khi biét chuyén, vi Michael cuéi
cling c6 thé két thiic cudc song clia mot thay tu.

Khong ngd chuyén clia Michael ciing gy 6n a0 3 cita hiéu, nhung
anh chang thé noéi gi. Mdi 1an khi anh r&i khéi clta hiéu sém, ddm
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nhan vién déu nhin anh cudi rat bi an. Ho con thudng tu nim tu
bay ban luin cubi tuan anh sé 1am gi, thadm chi ho con cuing thao
luan xem ai mua chiéc quan 16t méi cho anh.

Nhung that ra mdi quan hé cfia ho phat trién dén mtc d6 nao?
Anh va Anna chua moét 1an néi vé diéu dé, di nhién ho ciing
khong song chung. C6 18 ho chila ban than, thinh thodng ngdi rat
gan, hoic hoén nhau khi chdo tam biét. Khéng biét c¢é phai Anna
cling nghi thé khong?

Luc cao rau, Michael thudng tip trudc guong: “Anna, quan hé ctia
chiing ta rat cé y nghia véi anh. Khéng ding, khéng dting, y anh
13 anh d3 bit dau... N6i thé khong tu nhién, thit ra em rat quan
trong vdi anh”. Anh khoéng biét minh cé thé néi véi cb ba chit
“Anh yéu em” khong.

Mbi 1an Anna dén nha, Michael déu thay khin trai giudng, hon
nita con don dep phong ngli gon gang sach sé. Tuy sau lan xem
tranh, Anna khong vao phong anh nita, nhung thit sy anh cé thé
1am tinh véi ¢6 khong? Ngudi phu nit duy nhat titng chung chin
gdi véi anh 14 Pauline, nhung trong vai nim trudc khi ho két thic
hén nhin hau nhu chuyén dy ngay cang it di. Mi 1an hén Anna,
mdi c6 rat mém mai nhung lic ndo ciing khép kin. Anh ludn dit
tay dudi canh tay cd ding ngay chd cé thé so thay 4o 16t, nhung
vi Anna ludn giit cing mét tu thé, nén anh ching thé cham dén
nguc cb. C6 ciing khdong mét 1an “bat dén xanh”, vi thé Michael
khong dam tién thém mot budc. Thong thudng, moi ngudi déu
cho riang nhitng biéu hién nay thit ra cling cé y nghia, vi viy
Michael ciing chi biét chd doi.

Pau thang 10, ba hang xém cil Brunek goi dién bao véi Michael ba
Serge di qua doi, “T6i biét anh ludn giii lién lac véi ba Ay, nén t6i
bio véi anh. Chung t6i déu doan ba dy qua ddi trong lic dang
ngt, rat binh than. Con diu ba phat hién ba di tit thd khi ghé
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ngang qua nha trén dudng dén siéu thi sang nay. Lé xtic dau
thanh tit 3 - 5 gid chiéu hdm nay, tang 1é bat dau ltic 10 gid sang
mai!”. “Cam on ba! T6i sé dén du tang le!”.

“Néu Pauline ddng V, tién thé hiy dua c6 ay di cung!”. Sau dé
Michael goi cho Pauline, nhung c¢6 mét muc tit chéi. C6 vién cé
ban cdng viéc. Ba Brunek ciing chang 14 gi cfia ¢, chila hang xém
d6i dién nha 7 nam trudc khi ¢ két hon. Michael nghi, c6 tit choi
chti yéu vi chuyén Anna. Tt sau hém thay Micheal di cting Anna,
Pauline hau nhu chua tiing ndi 16i dé nghe véi anh, giong diéu
clia 6 gidng hét Itc vita ly hon, chua ngoa va day trach méc. Doi
sach cfia Michael 1a v nhu chiang biét gi c3, giong diéu con rat
binh tinh, “O, dudc. Nhung anh sé thay em bay t long thuong
tiéc v4iba ay!”.

“Di nhién tu em biét phai 1am gi, khoéng can dén anh!”. “Pudc
thoi, tam biét!”.

Sau khi giac may, anh ciing khong biét tai sao minh lai goi dién
cho Anna, mé&i c6 cung di du tang 1é.

Anna hau nhu khéng gip ba Serge. Thuc té, Anna hau nhu chang
c6 an tugng vé cai tén nay. “Hinh nhu em cé gip ba 4y mét 1an
trong 186 cudi cia anh va Pauline, sau d6 thi khéng gip nila,
nhung em vin nhd ba ay 13 ngudi rat than thién. Hinh nhu hém
d6 ba con ting vo chdng anh mén qua con to hon ci ba?”.

“M6t bitc tuong thach cao”. “Gi ca?”.

“Mot tudng bé trai cao 4 feet bung hai mam day trai cdy va banh
ngot”.

“Oi, troi a!”.
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“Anh mudn em & bén canh, mot minh vé dé qua that budn nio.
Moi chuyén qua khtt lai hién ra trudc mat, hon nita nhiing ngudi
anh quen biét trudc day, gid cling chi dém trén dau ngén tay. Mai
em c6 tiét day & trudng khong? Anh sg 18 nhu...”.

“Khéng sao, saing mai em khong cé tiét day. Nhung cé thé 1 gid
trua vé dén trudng khéng anh?”.

“Dinhién roi!”.
“Vay em sé di vdi anh!”.

Sau khi gac may, Michael tu ndéi véi minh, cé 1é Anna xem anh
hon ban binh thudng mét chuat, néu khéng sao cb lai ddng y
chuyén nay? Trong long anh chot thay c6 16i v4i ba Serge, vi cé vé
nhu anh Ioi dung cd hdi nay dé hen ho véi Anna.

Michael mic bd com 1é den dén du tang 18, hon nita anh rat vui vi
Anna ciling mic d6 den. Thdi tiét hém d6 rat tuyét, mat mé va
thodng ding. Lic vita dén St. Cassian, tién dudng Michael ghé
tham cta hiéu cii. Nhung khi ré vao géc dudng, anh y thic dugc
viéc minh dén day qui 1a moét sai 1am. Trong ky Uc clia anh, cla
hiéu d3 trai qua rat nhiéu thay d6i: tit mét ctta hang tap héa bién
thanh mdt quan rudu; sau d6 lai trd thanh mot tiém quan 4o ci,
khip noi déu treo day quan 4o bac mau. Nhung hdm nay khi anh
trd lai, that khong ngd, trén clta s6 dan rat nhiéu gidy. Anh 14i xe
vé tride mot chit, sau dé nhin qua clta sd. Tang hai 1au r6i khong
c6 ngudi 8, gid da thanh kho chtta d6. Anna cling khong kém
dugc thot 1én: “Tiéc qual”.

“That may vi me khéng thay tinh canh bay gid!”.

“8 day tréng nhd hon trudc phai khong? Em biét moi ngudi khi
trd vé chon xua déu ndi thé, nhung cho nay qua that trong rat
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nhd. Khéng ngd, moi ngudi cé thé mua duge nhitng thit ho can &
day”.

“Puing thé, nhung trude day khach ciing chang can gi nhiéu, mot
phan ciing do hing héa khéng dudc da dang”.

Trén dudng dén nha thd du tang 18, Michael luén nghi dén ctta
hiéu md & vung ngoai 6, vita rong vita sang, thinh thoang nhin
hang hoéa: banh quy Anh, 6 liu Tay Ban Nha, mu tat Phap, anh
that khong dam tin tat cd déu 1a clia minh. Anh thay moi thi
trudc mat déu 1a hu 3o, di1 ltic dau déu 1a chli ¥ cia anh. Pauline
chi héi thic anh don di théi.

Michael ding xe 3 phia sau mot cin nha nhd, nhung khong
xudng xe ngay, ma ngodi dé dit tay trén banh 1ai, Anna cling nhin
anh vé khé hiéu.

“Giang sinh ndm ngoai, theo thong 1€ anh tang qua cho Eustace,
mdt phong bi tién. Em con nhd Eustace khong? Anh doan chic
em khéng nhd, anh iy 12 mét ngudi da den, Itc trudc lam viéce
trong clta hiéu cfia anh. Anh ay nghi viéc khi anh béan cfta hiéu,
nhung bon anh van luén gitt lién lac. Khi anh gb clta, mét chang
trai tré ra md. Cau chang téc quin, mic chiéc 4o to dai véi quan
bd. Anh ngd vuc hdi: ‘Eustace song & day dung khong?'. ‘Ong 1a
ai?’. ‘T6i 1a ch trudc day ctia anh 4y, dén giti ting anh iy qua
Giang sinh’. ‘Ong dy khéng can phong bi cia 6ng!’.

‘Cho héi?’ Khéng chd anh néi hét, ciu chang néi, ‘Mang phong bi
clia 6ng roi khdi day di’. Sau @6 anh nghe tiéng Eustace vong ti
trong nha ra, ‘Ai thé? Jimmy? Ai dén thé, Jimmy?’. Chang trai tré
khong tra 16i, chi luén miéng néi véi anh: ‘Ong tudng minh 13 ai
cht? Con 1in 16i tit xa dén day giti phong bi nay?”.

“Tiép d6 cau chang déng ctia lai, anh ching biét ciu 4y nghi gi, ca

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Eustace nita. Nhung qua that anh khéng cé y 1am tdn thuong ho.
Subét may nam nay, anh lu6én lam thé, hon nita Eustace cling luén
1€ phép nédi cdm on anh”.

“C418, thoi gian da 1am thay d6i tat cal”.

“Qua that ho thay d6i ro6i”. Michael th3 dai moét tiéng, sau d6 mé
clia xe.

Thdi gian trdi qua, nha thd cling cé nhitng thay d6i. Michael vita
budc vao di nhin ra ngay diéu dé: tuy nha thd van téi md thé,
khip noi lan tda mii nén, nhung trong dé chi cé so it ngudi mic
d6 den dén chia budn. Nhiing ngudi khac in mic sic sd, con 1a
kiéu trang phuc ma trudc diy c¢é nim md ho ciing khéng ddm
mac vao nha thd - 4o thun, 4o p616 (ngudi choi cudi ngua va dung
cai chay cé can dai ddnh qua béng vao trong cau mén), phuc stc
vai kaki va ca gidy thé thao. Wanda Lipska budc qua 16i di giiia
cac diy ghé, c6 mic bo trang phuc tua nhu di tham gia mét cudc
dua thuyén - 4o thé thao hai quin va quan soc tring. Leo
Kazmerow ngdi & diy ghé dau, mic chiéc 4o gié mau xanh. Khi
quay dau chao, Michael thay trén nguc 4o anh ta may logo clia
cong ty dau khi. “Michael!”, anh la 1én. Sau dé, Leo ngoanh dau
goi vg minh, “Nhin ne, em yéu, xem ai day?”. Viia nhin thoang
qua, Michael khong nhin ra vi ¢ tron 1én rat nhiéu. Téc co
nhudm mau niu, rat hop vdi chiéc 4o chat liéu béng cé dang mic,
hon nita né lai rat bong bénh.

Michael van chua kip gidi thiéu Anna, nghi thic tang 1é di bat
dau. M6t vi cha x11 budc 1én thanh dudng, bat dau cau nguyén véi
giong diéu rat nghiém trang. Sau d6, sdu chang trai cao giy day
quan tai vao, chic day 1a chiu ctia ba Serge.

Anna dua rat sat vao Michael, dén néi anh cam thay dudc hoi Am
clia cd. Chang biét tit ltic ndo, tay c6 dit bén tay anh, Michael chot
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nam chit 14y tay Anna, sau d6 anh lai nghi vé mot dém vao tuan
trude. Khi Anna chuin bi rdi khdi, bdng nhién anh 13y hét can
d3m ndi: “T6i nay em & lai diy nhé!”. Anna chi héi ngudc lai: “O
lai sa0?”, “Um, & lai nhé!”. C6 mdt khodnh khic Michael cam thay
6 sé & lai, vi ¢6 mim cudi rat tuoi véi anh, nhung khong ngd, co
nga ngudi vé trudc hén nhe 1én ma anh, sau dé néi 18i chic ngt
ngon roéi ra vé. Anh rat héi han trudc sy dudng @t ctia minh,
mong rang né khong pha hdng tat ca!

Luc nghi thiic két thiic, vd Leo lai dén chao ho. Michael vin nam
chit 1ay tay Anna. Dudi mat nhiing ngudi hing xém, gid anh van
chua dudc tha tht, vin chua thé dudng hoang & bén Anna, thé
nén khi ba Brunek ndi véi anh: “Cho t6i gdi 16i héi tham Pauline?
Qua 12 ngudi phu nit téi nghiép! MOt minh con phai nubi dia
chau ngoai!”, Michael chi nhtin vai, hon nita anh chiang muén
bién bach gi cho minh.

Khoang 11 gid, nghi 18 két thuc. “Gid anh dua em vé trudng cé kip
khong?”. Michael héi khi ho cling xudng cau thang, “Ching ta
van con thdi gian di dung bita. Em muon an gi nao?”.

“Théi, cAm on anh! Em con phai vé nha gidi quyét mot s6 viéc
trudc khi dén truong!”.

Anh biét minh ciing cé rat nhiéu viéc phai 1dm. Nhung vi Anna,
anh sé& c6 ging. Di nhién, Anna khéng hé cdm nhin dudc diéu
nay.

Trén dudng dua cd vé, Michael luén im ling, thinh thodng Anna
liéc nhin anh mét cai, cling chang néi gi.

Ho dén dudng Falls, Michael luén nghi dén phan ting clia Anna.
Anh bam dén xi-nhan, ré trai trudc sau dé ré phai dén 16i vao nha
Anna, ding lai G d6.
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“Cam on anh, Michael. T6i mai chting ta cting duing bita toi chi?”.
Anna chot dé nghi.

“Anh nghi em thich anh r6i”. Bdng nhién Michael d6i dé tai.

Tiép theo la khoang khic im ling dén cing thang. Nao ngd Anna
tra 16i: “Em thay hinh nhu minh yéu anh réi!”.

Thé rdi ho bt dau sdong chung, thudng 1a & nha Anna, vi § day
thodi mai hon. Pé&m niam xudng, Anna rat thich dung canh tay
6m nhe 1ay dau Anna, cho dua vao vai anh. Moi chuyén déu rat tu
nhién, hét nhu mot d6i vd chong, anh rat hai long véi cam giac
nay. Ldc ngl, ¢6 thich nim tay anh dit trén bung minh, dudng
nhu ban tay d6 12 mot phan cd thé c¢d, diéu nay ciing 1am anh rat
vui. C6 ludn thich mic 4o ngd tring, mbi sang thuc diy, tim
trang ca hai déu rat vui vé.

Tham chi ho con k& cho nhau nghe nhiing bi mit tin sau day
1ong. Anna bao thit ra ¢d di hét yéu chong vai nam trudc khi anh
qua ddi. Michael con lo 1ang néu ké chuyén Lindy, Anna sé trach
anh, “Anh thiy quan hé giita minh va cic con ching may thin
mat, anh con nhé ltic anh biét Pauline sinh bé gai dau 1ong, bong
nhién anh thay nhe 16ng rat nhiéuy, vi né sé khéng phai ganh chiu
qua nhiéu trach nhiém!”.

Anna ludn im lang nghe ca cdu chuyén, sau d6 méi dua ra 16i
binh luin. Michael danh gid rat cao cac diém nay ctia 6. C6 ludén
héi mét sd van dé, thinh thodng cé nhiing ciu rat bat ngd. Chang
han mét 1an no béng nhién ¢6 héi anh: “Lindy cé thit 13 me clia
Pagan khong?”.

“Sao?”.
“Cé khi nao Lindy nubi con giim ban khong?
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“Chuyén dd, that ra bon anh cé thé xac dinh. Trudc khi né di hoc,
anh di diéu tra, Lindy qua dung 1a me rudt cia Pagan, nhung
khong biét bo nd 1a ail!”.

“Chic chin 1 ngudi TAy Ban Nha, nhin mai téc va déi mit niu
ctia Pagan la em biét ngay”.

Mbt 1an khéc ¢6 héi Michael, sao liic dau anh khéng cling Pauline
di tu van hon nhan. Michael ngac nhién nodi: “Tai sao? Néu thé
biét ddu 16i tui anh ndi déu 1a sai ca”.

“C6 1é anh nén néi véi ho, hén nhan cta hai ngudi khéng hanh
phuc!”.

“Anh nghi néu di tu van hén nhan, em phai c6 moét 1y do hop 1y,
chang han ‘c6 ay lam sai diéu nay’ hoac ‘anh ta lam sai viéc kia’,
néu tinh cach bat hoa, rat kho la mot 1y do”.

“Nhung ltc hai ngudi gip nhau, déu cam thay tim dudc ngudi
thich hop nhat véi minh ma?”.

“Em biét ddy, gid anh ciing ching con nhd suy nghi cia minh khi
ay nilta, cé 1€ anh thay minh can cé mét ¢6 ban gai. Va Pauline lai
xuat hién duing ngay luc d¢”.

Anna nhin anh héi lau. § cling Anna, Michael thay rat thoai maj,
chuyén gi cling c6 thé ndi, vi c6 khong cé phan ting qua khich
nhu Pauline, ciing khéng suy dién lung tung, chiang han lc thé
nay Anna sé néi: “Ltc d6 em ciing thé! Sao chting ta khong yéu
nhau nhi?”.

Cudi tuan vi Pagan, Michael danh vé nha minh. Tuy anh biét rd

phai 1am thé, nhung mdi khi dén cudi tuan anh déu lo ling bat
an. Gig day, d6i vdi Pagan, ban bé quan trong hon ngudi nha, nén
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dao nay né thudng tu hop véi mot s6 ban nam, hon nita con hen
ho véi cac ban nit. Lic Michael vé nha minh, Anna & nha dudng
nhu cling chang cé gi lam, thé nén hai ngudi thudng niu chio
dién thoai giét chét sy budn té nay. Mot 1an Michael ké kho:
“Budn cudi thit, gid anh di thanh 6ng gia tréng clia, nhiém vu
duy nhat cia anh 14 khi Pagan dua ban bé vé nha, anh ra mé ctta”.

“Thé mdi thay anh van con phong @6 chi!”, Anna vita dlia vita dd
danh anh, khi nghe xong Micheal lién vui 1én.

Pagan va Anna quan hé ciing kha t6t, it ra khi cudi tuan Anna dén
nha, né rat than thién, nhung khi khéng c6 Anna, né luén néi véi
Michael: “Chau that chang hiéu sao 6ng khong thé 1am lanh véi
ba? Gid 6ng lai tai hon, that qua téi nghiép cho ba!”.

“That ra, dng ba dau cé két hon”.

“0, ddy chinh 121y do 6ng lam thé sao?”.

Thanh nién bay gid ich ky qua. Lic dau khi anh dé nghi ly hén,
con cai anh - tuy gid ching chang con 1a tré con - dta nao ciing
16ng 16n dién cudng, ndi cau 1én hét nhu dia tré 1én ba. George
tiing néi: “Thé chang hop 18 thudng chit nao, bé khéng chung
thly! Gid day bd hét nhu mot ngudi khac”.

Michael ciing rat Am tc: “Qua thit ¢ hai ngudi khac nhau trong
bo”.

“Viy con ciing nén cé hai ngudi bd”.
“Oi, Thuong dé oi! George, gid con cling 1am b6 rdi, diéu con lo

nhat 13 gi? Hon niia, tinh hudng ltic d6 bd chang cé lua chon nao
khac, chinh me con dudi bd di, con con nhé khéng?”.
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“Con chi nhé bao nim nay me ludn dudi bd di, nhung chang hé cé
y muodn bd di that”.

Rat nhiéu ngudi déu nghi Michael 1am sai. Nhung Anna gidng
nhu moét con sudi trong lanh, chi khi & bén ¢6, anh mdi tim dudgc
chit an i.

Giang sinh nim d6 nhat nhéo v cting, tham chi chang c6 1ay mot
béng hoa tuyét. Nhung thang giéng nim sau, mdt con mua tuyét
ling 18 dén trong dém. P4 1a mdt sang cht nhat, Michael thiic diy
rat mudn. Khi tinh gidc, anh phat hién trong nha choang ngop
mang 4nh sang trang 16a mit. Anh ding diy nhin ra cla s6, rat
bat ngd phat hién chi trong mét dém cay cdi di trd thanh mau
trang. Xe hoi dudi nha ciing bién thanh léu tuyét ctia ngudi Et- ki-
mo.

Anh dén phong ngt clia Pagan, gd cita, sau d6 dua dau vao. Phong
budng rém, nén hdi tdi, trong khéng khi con tda ra mii 4m méc.
Pagan co rdam trong chin, Michael nghe thay tiéng thd déu din
clia nd, “Nay, cé bat ngd dé, bén ngoai tuyét roi day!”.

Pagan bi danh thtc, miéng phat ra tiéng lau bau. “Ong di xtc
tuyét trén dudng gitp ba chau nhé”. Pagan chang phan tng gi.

“Day mau, thay quan 4o, l1at nita con phai dén nha Anna day!
Chau quén rang ba mdi ching ta dén an banh qué sao? Luc 6ng vé

chau phai chuin bi xong day! 9 git 45 phut nhé!”.

“Um...”, hinh nhu Pagan van chua hoan toan tinh giac. “Cé nghe
6ng ndi gi khéng?”.

uUm ”

Michael tit bd y dinh danh thiic né diy, sau dé nhe nhang déng
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ctta phong.

Anh v0i di tam, cao rau, n mic chinh té, lai tim ging tay va giay
6ng mua déng nim ngoai khéng cé cd hdi dung dén, khi anh
chudn bi xong d3 13 9 gid. Tuyét trén via hé phia sau chung cu da
dugce quét don sach, nhung tuyét & bai diu xe van con day. Anh ra
stic 1am mdi dén dudc xe, sau d6 lau sach tuyét & clta xe rdi méi
md ra. Anh né may, m3 may sudi va can gat nudc, roéi don sach
tuyét trén néc xe va kinh chan gié. Anh ngd don sach 18p tuyét
day thé sé rat 1au, ndo ngd tuyét dudi banh xe mot thoang 1a tan
ngay. Anh dé dang 14i xe ra ngoai, huéng vé Elmview Acres.

Tuyét trong vudn nha Pauline kha day, néu quét don tit vé dudng
vao trong sé rat khé. Thé nén Michael rat can thin di dén cita, sau
d6 bam chudng. Pauline ra md ctta rat nhanh. Hém nay ¢ mic 4o
trugdt tuyét mau dd, con d6i mii cé dinh gii len (qua cau nhé bang
len diing dé trang tri trén mil), “Em vita goi dién cho anh, nhung
chang ai nghe may!”.

“Thiét tinh, chic Pagan lai ngti niia roi!”. “Em tudng phai tu minh
xUc tuyét chi!”.

Nhitng ngudi phu nit khiac déu 1am thé! Thit ra, di1 ho gid khong
con 13 vg chong, nhung thinh thodng Pauline van bang 1dng cho
anh dén nha 1dm mét sb viéc ning nhoc. That tinh, Michael van
rat vui, hon niia anh ciing rat bang long 1am thé! Vi viy anh cé
chut tu hao khi budc dén 14y cai xéng xtc tuyét.

Tuyét rat nhe, nhe tua nhu may, nén Michael chang may ton stc.
Anh don sach tit cfta nha dén vé dudng rat nhanh. Pauline cam
mdt ciy chdéi rom di sau Michael, quét nhiing chd chua don sach.
“Bat ngd that day! Lic sang thic diy, nhin ra ctta s6, em chiang
d4m tin vao mit minh”. Hém nay tréng Pauline cé vé phan chin,
giong clia c6 nghe rat nhe nhang, trong bau khong khi tuoi mat
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mit c6 do iing, d6i moéi phang phat nu cudi. Rat hién nhién, con
mua tuyét nay lam c6 tam quén di ndi oan han véi Michael.
Michael cling thé, sau khi don sach tuyét, anh quay dau nhin
Pauline cAm ciy chéi rom nhd, cling bat gidc mim cudi. C6 deo
d6i ging tay mau d6 va doi chiéc mil len, chi 16 ra mét it téc phia
trén 1dm Michael bdng nhién nhé dén hinh dnh ctia c6 ltc tré.

“S6 6ng d6 thé nao?”, Michael bdng nhién hdi, “Em dinh dé s6 dng
dudi tang ham tiép tuc ri nudc sao?”.

“A, anh nhiac em mdi nhé! Lat nita em xuéng xem ngay”.

“ft nhat t6i nay phai chil ¥ mét chit! Néu nhiét d6 gidm xuoéng,
nhd phai md voi nudc ral”.

“Michael, vao udng ca phé khéng? Em vila pha mot Am day”.
“O1” anh vung vé vén tay 4o nhin dong hd, “Théi, cAm on em! Anh

phai vé rdi!”. Anh dit xéng trd vio chd cil, trudc khi vé con sip
xép lai nhiing dung cu dé lung tung. “Anh con phai dén Pagan”.

“Em nghi né ma thay tuyét chic chin sé rat vui!”. “Né khéng chiu
thuc day”.

“N6 rat gidng George hoi nhd, anh nhé khéng? Néu khéong danh
thtic, George tham chi c6 thé ngli dén td6i hém sau!”.

“Bon tré & tudi day thi déu thé!”.

Khi di dén chdé dé xe bén dudng, Michael nghi chic Pauline di
déng clta rdi. Anh ngoanh lai nhin, nao ngd Pauline dang déng
ctta bong diing lai, sau d6 ding trudc gié nhin anh mét lic. “Cam
on anh dén gidp, Michael! Em khéng biét minh xoay x& thé nio
v6i dong tuyét va may dudng 6ng - néu anh khéng dén”.
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“Khong c6 gi dau ma!”.

Michael nhin qua kinh chiéu hau, thay Pauline viy ban tay deo
gang chao tu biét anh.

Khi anh vé dén nha di 9 gid 50 phtt, nhung Pagan van con ngi.
“Nay, chau chua thic 4?”. Michael byc béi hdi, sau d6 anh di dén
kéo rém clta sd ra, khdng khi van duc trong phong 1am anh khé
chiu. “Pagan? C6 nghe 6ng goi khong? Anna dang chd ching ta
day!”.

Pagan trd ngudi, 1au bau ngdi diy. Mot bén mit con dé lai dau an,
mat ciing hip lai. “Chau cé biét bén ngoai tuyét rdi rdi khéng?”,
Michael héi.

ad;n
“Nhin ra ctia s6 xem!”.

Pagan quay dau nhin ra ngoai nhung chang néi gi ca, sau dé lai
d6 phich ngudi xudbng giuong.

“Anna 1am banh qué chd ching ta day, Pagan. Ly ra chtng ta da
xuat phat vao 5 phut trudc!”.

“Chéu phai di sao?”.

“Di nhién!”, Michael tra 18i rat diit khoat. Sau dé anh trd ra phong
khach goi dién néi véi Anna ho sé dén tré. Nao ngd may ban, cé 18
c6 Ay dang noéi chuyén dién thoai véi con gai, vi con gai c6 thudng
goi dién vao chu nhit.

Pagan thtic day thay quin 4o. Dudng nhu lic d6 né mdéi thay
tuyét, nén phan khich v6 cling. “Tuyét qua! Ong nghi mai trudng
cé cho nghi khong?”.
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“Aima biét chi? Cé18!”.

“Bi, troi al Chdu vaAn chua cé van trugt tuyét! Chung ta tién dudng
ghé qua cho ba lay nhé”.

“Chung ta tré rdi, Pagan, sau khi rdi khéi nha Anna chting ta méi
1ay nhé!”.

“Ch4u phai dén nha Anna thit sao? Khéng dudc trugt tuyét chan
chét! Chau ddm cad nhém Keith di trugt tuyét tir 1au roi!”.

“Ong dam ca chiing van con dang ngt kho!”, sau khi déng cita xe
cho Pagan, Michael ngbi vao sau tay lai.

Lic nay, phan 16n tuyét trén cac con dudng déu dudc don sach,
mat trdi cling da 16 1én. “Ong thay bén dé khong? Tuyét bat dau
tan roil”.

“Sau khi &n banh qué, phai nhé cdm on ¢d Anna di mdi chiu
day”.

Michael ting Anna mot bdé dung cu 1am banh qué xem nhu qua
Giang sinh, nén hom nay ¢6 cé nhi hiing lam mén banh nay mai
ho dén thudng thiic. Anh con ting c6 mot may loc ca phé, mot
bép dién nudng banh mi va mdt may xay sinh td. Michael con néi
v4i Anna: “Gid em cé &0 dung cu rdi, chang can phai chay tdi
chay lui n{ta!”, Anna cudi rat vui.

Lic ho dén nha Anna di 13 10 gid 5 phut. Anna deo tap dé ra
hanh lang dén ho, Michael budc xuéng xe néi 16n: “Xin 16i, 6ng
chau anh dén tré!”.

“Khéng can xin 16i dau! Vita nidy em con lo khéng biét hai ngudi
co bi tuyét trén duong che 1ap khong!”.
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“Pagan bi con sau ngli nuéng chup mii day!”.

“Phai, ctt trach chau 1a dugdc rdi!”. Pagan lau bau, tién thé dip
manh cita xe, sau dé néi véi Anna: “Cht nhat tu chiu cling biét
day. Ong bao gitp ba xtic tuyét, chiu cling dau biét 1a Itic ndo, c
tudng 1a dén nita dém!”.

Michael khéng dinh néi cho Anna biét viéc minh xtc tuyét gitp
Pauline. Di nhién day ciing ching phai bi mat gi, nhung anh
khoéng muoén Anna biét. Thé nén anh lién nhin luét qua Anna,
mudn doc xem phan tng ctia ¢d sau khi nghe nhiing 16i nay,
nhung c6 chang cé biéu hién gi.

Anna ciing don sach tuyét & via hé trudc clta, chac ¢ day rat sém.
Lic budc 1én thém, Michael chot da néi: “Néu cé thé dén s6m, anh
cling giup em don tuyét roi”.

“O, khéng can diu”, c6 dé cho Michael hén 1én ma minh, “em
thay em van cé thé lam t6t nhiing viéc nay. Cam on anh!”.

Qua giong diéu ctia Anna, chiang phat hién dudc su ghen ttic nio,
nhung sao khi anh hén ¢, ¢6 chi xoay nhe mat mot cai?

Anna d3 nhém lta 16 sudi, khip noi lan tda mui si-rd cay thich.
“Hai 6ng chdu ct ngdi choi, em di 1ay banh qué. Hai vi udng ca
phé hay nudc cam nio? Pagan, ¢d cé chuin bi Coca cho chau
day!”. €6 khéng ngitng di qua di lai gi{ta bép va phong in nhu
chiéc thoi dua. Pagan van khéng ngiling ban luan vé cai van trugt
tuyét, “Gid moi ngudi dén nui Breakneck ca réi, chd dén ldc chau
dén d6, tuyét chang con dé ma choi”.

“Tuyét khong tan ddu ma lo, Pagan”.

“Dinhién 1a khéng! Nhung 6ng thl nghi xem! Keith va Rich da n6
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dtia nat cho dé rdi, tuyét sé ban hét”.

Michael suy nghi mét lic. Phai, may ngay nay, Pagan ciing vat va
nhiéu, vi di lai gi{ta hai nha. Thuc té, noi Michael séng khong thé
goi 13 khu né nép, vi toan 1a nhiing ngudi gid va cac d6i vg chong
son, lai sic mui thuong nghiép héa.

“Nghe 6ng néi nay, Pagan, ching ta an xong roi di, 6ng sé dua
chau dén chod ba lay van trucgt tuyét, roi dua chau dén nui
Breakneck”.

“That sao? Hay qua! Vay chau an xong roi!”.

“Nhung, 6ng vin chua in xong!”, Michael tién tay 1dy mot cai
banh qué, “Ong thay chdu nén an thém mét cai nita kéo lai d6i”.

Piéu 1am Michael bat ngd 13, Pagan nghe 18i anh ngay, cé 18 vi
duge di trugt tuyét nén tidm trang né di vui 1én, thé nén né in
thém hai cai banh, r6i uéng mot ly Coca. Khi Anna héi né thich
van trugt tuyét nhu thé nao, né dién thuyét mot bai. “Ba biét
khoéng, Rich mua mdét van trugt tuyét méi & Thuy Dién, rat nho.
Ba cé thé tudng tuong dudc tdc dd trudt ctia ban ay! Nhung dat
tién 1am, chidu dam c4 day!”. Anna chi mim cudi nghe né néi,
thinh thodng uéng vai ngum ca phé. Dudng nhu c6 rat khéo xi
giao véi bon tré, luén hdi nhitng cau vé sé thich ctia ching, nhu
am nhac va nhiing hoat déng ngoai gic khac. Con Pagan tuy da
14 tudi, nhung khi giao tiép véi ngudi khac van té ra rat vung ve.
N6 khéng ngiing khua tay muia chdn md ta céc loai van truot
tuyét khac nhau, cé ltic con danh dé ca ly Coca.

Luc d6 Michael thiay Anna dang rat gidn anh, bang khong sao c6
chi nhin Pagan, chang chiu nhin anh 14y mét cai?

Sau bita sing, Michael moi Anna cung di truct tuyét & nui
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Breakneck, nhung c6 tit chéi, “H6m nay c6 budi hda nhac ctia Ed,
anh quén ro6i sao?”.

Qua that Michael khong nhd.“Budi hoa nhac bat dau vao lic
nao?”, anh héi.

“1 gid trua. Pay 13 budi hoa nhac bang piano 16n ctia anh ay, nén
em nghi ching ta cé thé cing di, déong y khong? Anh con phai
dua Pagan nui Breakneck, chic phai dén trua. Mot hai gid sau d6
lai d6n né vé, nén chiing ta tu di, réi hen gip sau”.

“Cling dudc! Chuing ta hen gap 8 d6 nhé!”.

Anna thd mot hoi that sdu, dang dinh ndi gi d6, nhung Michael
di quay di 13y 4o jacket cia minh roi.

Con dudng trudc nha Pauline d3 kho, né 1am Michael rat hailong.
Pagan xudng xe lao thang vao nha, dé lai Michael ngdi chd trén
d6. Vai phtt sau, Pagan chay ra, deo gang tay mau den, mang d6i
Ging nhua rat 16n, nhung hinh nhu van chua kip budc day giay.
N6 hat ngan nga chay thang dén nha kho, Pauline lo ling néi 16n:
“Pitng quén mang theo khin choang day!”.

“Luc trugt tuyét, chau khong thé deo chin choang!”. Thiy Pagan
tat ta chay vao nha kho, Pauline bat Iuc nhiin vai nhin Michael.
Mot thodng sau Pagan 14y van trugt tuyét ra, dé 1a anh chang “phi
hanh gia linh hoat” truéc day George dung, tuy hoi cii, nhung
van rat chic chin. Thay né ra, Pauline cling quén mat cai lanh,
chan mang v4 budc xudéng thém, sau dé doéi theo Pagan ndi:
“Ch4au ctt nhu thé sé viém phdi day!”.

“Khong chitng bi ngudi khac bat can tam lay khin choang, chau
khéng mudn chét ngat dau!”, giong diéu ctia né r6 rang 13 thoi

phong moi viéc!
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Pauline lai quay dau nhin Michael, anh ciing b6 tay, danh cudi
tru.

Ho can that dit van trugt tuyét vao cop xe, sau d6 xuat phat. Trén
dudng di, Michael héi: “Chau dinh chai bao 1au?”.

“Ch4u nghi, phai trugt dén khi mét nhoai mdi théi!”. “Nhung 6ng
phai biét khi ndo dén dén chau, Pagan!”. Pagan nghi moét lic: “Sau
khi trugt xong, chau cé thé tu vé nha bal Chau sé cling cac ban
dén nha Keith choi moét ltc. VAy chi biang tuan sau chau 4 nha ba
ludn vay!”. “Vay d6 dac ctia chiu thé nao?”.

“Nhiing tht chau can déu & nha ba, ché éng chi cé may bd quan
4o ctia chau théi!”.

“Pudc roil”.

Michael ditng xe dudi chin nti. Con déc rat dai, nhung ciing
khong goi 13 nguy hiém, trdi dai vé phia Bic dén ranh gidi
Elmview Acres. Lic ho dén ndi, trén doi da cé rat nhiéu ngudi
dang trugt tuyét. Nhin xa xa, moi ngudi mic 4o dit mau sic, mét
vai tép nam nit dang vat va leo 1én, c6 ngudi con chan dap van
trugdt tuyét, dia nhua hoic bia cat-téng linh hoat trugt xudng.
Canh tugng ldc nay troéng rat gidng mot tdm thiép Gidng sinh!
Pagan cam van trucgt tuyét chay vao trong ddm déng. Michael
nhin theo chdu minh mot lic réi 14i xe vé.

Gid di dau day?

Chic Anna cling d3 chuian bi xong, néu anh muén, gid van con
kip vé dén c6, nhung anh khoéng 1am thé. Néu anh dén, cb cau
kinh nhu tré con véi anh thi sao? C6 khéng muén dua dim anh
thi ctt d€ 6 tu nhién!
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Thé r6i Michael quay dau xe, 1ai vé nha.

Thinh thodng Anna chi ndi qua quyt vdi anh cho xong chuyén,
d6i Itc cb lai td ra rat chan that. M6t 1an Michael tiing héi ¢6: “Hoi
tré, em nghi sao vé anh?”. Nao ngd c¢6 ndi: “Van dé nay cé y nghia
gl sao? Su thit, em chang nghi gi ca!”. Tuy biét minh kiém
chuyén v6 c8, nhung anh van cé chit tdn thuong. Anh hiéu rang
viéc c6 chang nghi gi vé anh cling 13 1& duong nhién. Anh chi 1a
mdt ngudi tinh ¢d gip mit, lai 13 chdng sap cudi clia ban cb.
Nhung du thé, Michael vin mong c6 Anna cé 4n tudng tot vé
minh, di1 13 15i néi doi. C6 18 ¢6 khong hé néi doi, chi dang lita doi
tinh cdm cia minh théi. “Nhung em luén c6 cdm giac dac biét véi
anh!”, Anna thitta nhéan.

Michael 14i xe vao bii ddu. Tuyét trén rat nhiéu xe vin chua don
sach, du1 sao ciing 13 cht nhat ma, moi ngudi ¢é 1é ching can phai
ra ngoai. C6 mdt khodnh khic, anh tudng tugng canh nhiing déi
vo chong tré cting dung bita, dua vao nhau doc sach xem ti vi trén
ghé salon, con cudc sdng ctia minh khac gi nhitng ngudi doc than
t6i nghiép? Anh 18 loi budc xudng xe, vé véi ngdi nha trong trai
cia minh.

Anh vita méi di dén clta d3 cdm thay mui héi trong phong ngt
ctia Pagan tran khip nha. Bai tip lich st cia nd vt bita bai trén
ban, viy ma con bao moi thit cia né déu 3 nha Pauline! Xem ra
anh phai thu don nhiing thit @6 trudc khi Pagan di hoc, rdi dua
dén nha Pauline. Chét tiét! Michael nghi, d& Pagan tu giai quyét
chuyén ctia né vay, chang hoi ddu ma lo!

Anh ngbdi xudng ghé, thin thd nhin bau troi ngoai clia s6. Anh
chot y thiic dude minh ching cé sd thich gi ca, vi thé nhiing ltc
buén ciing khong biét nén 1lam gi. Vay trude khi gip Anna, anh
song nhu thé nao?
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Gio hay quén Anna di vay!

Binh thudng anh mang béo tit cita hiéu vé, hdm nay ctta hiéu
khéng md@ ctta, cing khéng cé bao doc, nén anh danh md ti vi
xem giét thdi gian.

Lic 3 gid rudi, Michael van con ngbdi & d6, Iic nay chudng dién
thoai chgt reo 1én. Anh choang tinh, nhung chi nhin cham chim
dién thoai, mot tiéng hai tiéng... anh vin khéng dén nhac may.
Hiy mau dén nghe dién thoai ctia c6 ay! Khi dién thoai ngiing
reo, bdng nhién anh ngbi day vi y thiic dudc minh di mic mot sai
1am 16n. Anh diing diy dinh dén bam s6 dién thoai nha c¢6 - Itc
niy cé phai em goi dén khong? Anh dang tim! Anh nghi minh
nén noéi doi nhu vay - lic nay dién thoai lai reo. Anh lién nhac
may ngay: “Alo! Xin chao!”.

“Michael!”.

“§, chao, Anna”.

“Gig anh dang & ddu?”. “Anh dang 3 nha!”.

“Y em 1a... em tudng anh sé cling em di xem hoa nhac!”.

“Lic ndy anh c6 viéc phai gidi quyét”. “O”.

Hai ngudi im lang mét lic.

“Viy, em dén chd anh nhé? Anh cé phai di dén Pagan khéng?”.

“Khong, khong can phai dén né. N6 trugt tuyét xong 13 vé nha
Pauline”.

Michael néi rat ngan gon, Anna danh md& miéng héi: “GiS em...
dén nha anh dugc khong?”.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



“Nhung anh van con bin it viéc, h6m nay khéng dugc!”. “O, em
biét roi!”.

“Chung ta khong gap nhau mét ngay, cing khong anh hudng tdi
hoa binh thé gidi ma!”. Michael di1a néi.

“Di nhién!”, Anna ditng mét liic mdéi ndi ciu nay. “Thé nhé, chao
em!”, ndi xong anh gac may.

Sau dé anh vao phong ngl, ngdi bén ban xem xét sd sach cla
minh, roi don ngin td, vt hét nhitng thu thong béo, gidy va
danh thiép khéng can thiét di.

Sau khi don dep xong, anh trd vao bép, ton rat nhiéu thdi gian
chuin bi biia toi thinh soan cho minh. Anh niu com, sau dé con
1Am moén thit bd ham tiéu xanh va moét phan salad. Anh luén
chudn bi qua nhiéu ma chang in dudc bao nhiéu. Anh ding do,
cho xa lach vao thang trong t6, muc thit bo ra dia. Sau khi dn
xong, anh don dep bép, rdi trd ra phong khach tiép tuc xem ti vi.

Vita qua 11 gid, anh dang xem ban tin budi t6i, bdng nhién
chudng clta reo. Anh nhin qua cai 16 nhé thiay Anna ding d6, mit
cd cling ching c6 nhiéu biéu cAm. Nhung khi anh m3 ca thi thay
nudc mat dang lan tron trén ma c6. Bdng chdc anh hoang 1én:
“Anna?”.

“Em khong biét sao anh lai 1am thé? Em ciing khéng biét minh da
1am gi sai d€ anh gidn viy?”. Anna vita khéc vita budc vao nha, co
maic mot chiéc 4o jacket d6 trudc day Michael chua ting thay.
“Em tudng chung ta sé cé mot ngay cudi tuan vui vé, nhung gid
anh lai khdng muén & bén em!”.

“Khoéng phai thé dau, Anna. Di nhién anh mudn & bén em!”. Anh
chot thay hoi cing thang, “Troi al Anh di 1am gi thé nay? That ra
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anh khéng muon 1am tén thuong em! Anna, ditng khéc, anh xin
em day!”. Vi trudc diy chua tiing thay Anna khéc, nén gid anh
hoi ling ting, danh 6m 14y ¢d, dua c¢b vao phong ngl. “Anna,
nao, ngbdi xudéng day! i, trdi a, anh xin em ditng khéc nita dugc
khong?”.

Anh dé c6 ngdi trén ghé salon, sau d6 quy xudng bén canh. Anh
mudn nam tay c6, nhung Anna ding hai tay bung mit. “Xin em,
anh xin em day!”. Gid anh chi biét méi ciu nay, sau @6 ém chit
13y c6, “Nghe anh ndi, Anna. Anh ciing khéng biét minh cé van dé
gi. CA ngay hom nay anh ludn nhu thé, trong dau toan nhiing suy
nghi dién cudng. Anh nghi, cé 1é... c6 1& anh khéng chic chan vé
em! Quan hé cta chiing ta dudng nhu cling khong cé gi bdo dam,
chi 3 bén nhau giét thdi gian, hon nita Itic ¢ Pagan, ching ta con
phai xa nhau... anh nghi d3 dén ltc ching ta két hon ro6i”.

Anna phi cudi, dudng nhu khéng xem 16i anh néi 1a that, nhung
Michael rat nghiém ttc: “Anh khéng dtia dau, anh néi that day!
Chuyén thé nay sé khong xay ra nita! Moi trd ngai va hiéu 1am,
nhiing diéu khéng chin chian vé nhau ciing sé tan bién... Thé nén
Anna, xin em hiy lay anh!”.

Co6 dit tay xuéng, sau dé nhin anh. Mit ¢ van con udt, mi mat
cling thé. Co6 hit sau mot hoi: “Cé 1é anh néi dung!”.

“Nghia 1 em dong y?”. “Em nghi 1a vay!”.
“Em sé 1ay anh?”. “Em nghi 13 vay!”.

“Oi, Anna, chic chin em sé khéng that vong dau! Sau nay anh sé
) ) N r
cham soc em that tot!”.

Mot 1an niia, anh lai 6m c6 vao long.
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Gio phut dé Michael thay minh 1a ngudi hanh phtic nhat trén doi!
Nhung khong hiéu sao, Michael van cam thay cé mot ndi budn
khong thé 1y gidi. C6 18 chuyén xay ra hdm nay giy tén thuong
cho anh chtt khéng phai Anna, ma ciing cé 18 né 1am tén thuong
cho ca hai ngudi!
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Chuong 7

Nhiéu nam sau...

C4 dém Pauline déu mong dén trdi sdng, nhung ba lai ngl quén.
Vao ltc nao d6 trong dém khuya, ba md thay minh quén thanh
todn mot hda don dén han. Con mo khé chiu danh thtic ba day,
may dong ho Itic nay chi 6 gid 10 phiit. Tuy hoi sém, nhung cling
13 gid thiic day binh thudng. Thé réi ba nhin xung quanh, cin
phong t6i dén la thudng. Ba sd soang tim chiéc ddng hod, gid mdi
hon 2 gid rudi khuya. Pauline vita thé dai vita vung tdm chin dip
trén ngudi, r6i nim ngita trén giudng.

Gid dd 1a thang tu, day 1a mtia khoéng néng cling chang lanh trong
niam. Pauline trd minh, dén khi ba tinh diy, kim déng hé da chi 9
gid. Ca thé gidi bat dau mot ngay mdi ma chang bao vdi ba mét
tiéng. Pauline nam dé va nghe thay tié'ng n6 duia ctia bon tré nha
hang x6m, xa xa vang vong tiéng soan soat clia nhitng nhan vién
thu don chai lo phé thai, “Oi, trdi al”. Pauline chdt nhd chua mang
rac trong nha ra dau ngd, chic khong kip roi. Ba ué oai bd khdi
giudng, di thang dén trudc ctta s6 va md né ra, chom ngudi nhin
bén ngoai, xe chd rac vita mdi ré vao géc dudng, bién mat trong
tam nhin cta ba. Lic nay, Pauline nhin thay ba hang xém dang
chim séc ddm lan t dinh trén manh dat trong sau nha. BA ngang
dau, mait trdi trén cao tit dang tdéa ra &nh ning vang ruc Am ap va
chéi loi.

Sao khéng cé nudc néng? Troi a! Rot cudc 13 chuyén gi? Pauline
minh tran nhu nhéng ding trén tam tham trong nha tam, dua
tay vao voi nudc phia sau tAm rém nhua thit xem nhiét d6 ctia
nudc, mot phut, hai phut... mai dén khi ba lanh cting &3 ca ngudi.
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TU dao trudc ba di thay cin nha niy dang gidy vo minh. Nghi
dén day, ba tit nudc, bat dau nhd lai: ky tic cudi cling ctia ba vé
nudc néng 1a thing nudc dudi tang ham va ngudn cta nhiét
ludng 1a gas - thit vt chat v6 hinh 1am ba thay sg. Néu gid dudi
tang ham day gas thi sao?

Pagan da rdi khéi trudng, tuy ba rit mudn goi cho Michael,
nhung lai lo vg anh ta bat may. Ngudi bat may phai 13 Michael. Ba
thit diy lung ctia chiéc 4o khin 16ng r6i nhin dong ho, ngdi trén
giudng bam s6 dién thoai clia George.

“Xin chi0?”, bén kia ddu diy vong dén tiéng Samantha. Oi, ta on
troi dat! Pauline nghe thay tiéng chau gai bong vui khong néi nén
16i. “Ba day, ba noi day”.

“0O, ba nodi, ba biét khéng? Nha chiu vita cé mdt con cun diy”.

Giong clia Samantha day vé tu tin va hianh dién.

“Chau néi 1a nha chiu vita nudi mdt con cun sao? O, ba ci ngd
JoJo di ing v&i 16ng thu”.

“Puing thé day ba. Nhung me doc bio thiy ngudi di ing véi 16ng
thu cé thé nudi ché x11, vi né khong cé gau bam da”.

“Ba chua tung nghe néi ché cé gau”, Pauline tra 16i, “1é nao khéng
phai thé sao? Ché sao cb gau dudc chi? O, phai rdi, chd xu 1a loai
cho6 dong chut 14 stia phai khong?”.

“Cting khéng han. Me doc sich rdi, ché xi1 1a mot trong nhiing
loai chdé thong minh nhat day! Hon niia, chung con dic biét
thao...”.

“Me phai khong a?”, Sally bdong gianh 14y 6ng nghe. “Con khong
mudn ngit ngang cudc tré chuyén ctia hai ba chau, nhung con va
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c6 ché xti nay c¢6 hen 3 Phoenix”.

“O, phai, Samantha vita ndi v4i me nha con vita nudi mdt con ché
xu! Thua vilam, that day”.

“Chiéu nay chung con goi cho me nhé, dudc khong a?”. “Di nhién,
o, that ra me muon ndi véi George mot sb viéc gap trong nha”.

“George dén clia hiéu ngii kim rdi. Thé nay nhé, con dé lai gidy
nhan cho anh 4y, bdo anh 4y vé nha goi ngay cho me, dugc khéng
a? Thé nhé me, tam biét”.

Trong dién thoai vong lai tiéng tit tit. Trong tay Pauline vin con
cam ong nghe, du biét rat ré Sally qua that cé viéc gap véi ra
ngoai, nhung it nhiéu ba cling thay minh bi ton thuong.

Ba lai goi cho Karen.
“Karen? C6 phai con khong?”.
“Vang, thua me, con day”.

“Trdi a, chuyén té hai nhat xay ra rdi, trong nha chang cé chut
nudc néng!”.

“Khong cé nudc ndong?”.

“Phai. Me dinh di tam, nhung chi toan nudc lanh ngit”. “0i, té
that! Me cé goi cho céng ty dién luc khong?”. “Cong ty dién luc?
Khong, diy khong phai van dé dién, ma 1a gas, me thay gas cé
van dé”.

“Gas? Oi, me di, d1 thé ndo ciing vay ca thdi. Me nén goi cho céng
ty dién luc. Pugc khéng? Con phai gdc may diy, lat nita con co
cudc hop, gid dd mudn 1lam rodi, ca bita sang con cling chang kip
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in day!”.

“Hop? HOm nay 1a thi bdy ma! Chang phai thit bay con khéng
can dilam sao?”.

“Thudng 13 thé, nhung néu hém nay chting con khéng ting ca,
dén thit hai sé cé khoi ngudi bi duéi khéi nha ho dang thué, thé

”

nén...”.
“0, dugc, dudc rdi, vy con di mau di”. Néi xong Pauline gic may.

Kho khin cia ba bay gid van chua dén mitic 1am tré nii cong viéc
ctia Karen.

Khoéng tam, khéng gdi dau, tic gidn, bung ddi, Pauline buc doc
luc tim 4o 16t trong ngin ti 40. Vao nhitng ldc nay, Pauline rat
nhd Lindy. Trong ba dita con ctia ba, Lindy 13 diia gidu long cam
théng nhat, nhay bén nhat, va cling 13 dta khi me nhd viéc gi 1a
né 1am ngay. Ngudc lai, Karen qua say mé cdng viéc; George song
hoan toan dudi su kiém soat ctia Sally. Nhin ma xem: chiing qua
1a nhiing da con 1am ta buén va thit vong!

C6 ngudi ndi véi Pauline song mdt minh 14 viée rat khé khin, vi
né khong chi phtic tap ma tham chi rat dau kho, vi thé can cé
1ong nhan nai. Mdi ltic thé nay, Pauline ludn tra 18i: “Ptia 42 T6i 1a
me clia ba dta con day!”.

Pauline mic mdét chiéc quan dng réng, roi trong mot chiée 4o
thun vao. Bao nhiéu nim qua, ba ludn giit kiéu téc ngin bdng
bénh, nhung vi sdng nay khéng tim, nén téc 4p sat trén da dau,
tréng ba nhu mot thay tu. Ba cau may ding trudc guong, chai
nhe mai téc, c6 gang 1am né tréng tu nhién.

Pauline di 64 tudi, nhung ba chua ting ngac nhién hoic cam
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than trudc diéu nay. V4iba, 64 dudng nhu 1 tudi ctia ngudi khac,
changlién quan gi dén minh.

Pauline mang v4 vao d6i chan tran, sau dé md& bép 16 1én. Lita bat
1én ngay, xem ra van dé nudc néng khong phai do gas. Vay, rot
cudc 12 thé nao? Ba nghi cé nén xudng tang ham xem thi khéng,
nhung lién gat bé ¥ nghi d6 ra khdi dau ngay. B ndu mot 4m ca
phé trén bép, sau dé rét mét ly nude cam cho minh, réi cho hai
miéng banh mi vao may nudng. Liic nay, ba lai thay that ra su
viéc cling chang té hai thé. Pauline ngdi xép bang trén chiéc ghé
canh ban, cin bép tran day 4nh nang, ly nudc cam trong tay lam
ba run run. Mia hé 4m 4p sip dén rdi, ciy coi bat dau nay choi
xanh, roi ra 14 nhanh thoéi, tiéng chim liu lo ngoai cta s6 mang
dén cho ba niém hy vong v6 han: xuin nay, cé 18 it chim sé 1am
t6 trén ciy son thit du ctia ba. Ba yéu ngdi nha ctia minh. Tit sau
khi ly hén, con cai ludén khuyén ba rdi khéi diy, don dén song
trong chung cu. Nhung ba di séng & diy bay nhiéu nim rdi, dén
thang 9 nim nay 13 tron 36 nim! Khéng biét ngoai noi nay, ba
con ¢ thé séng thodi mai va vui vé & ddu khong. D114 nhitng vat
dung cii cling cé thé mang dén ddi chtt an @i cho tdm hén ba:
chiéc ban ca phé trong phong khach, chiéc trudng ky kiéu
Columbia d3 16i théi & hanh lang, con cd hoc tudng dit ti vi trong
buodn cudi & phong giai tri. Néu muoén, ba hoan toan cé thé tu stta
lai noi nay, nhung tai sao phai 1am thé? Ba nhd, méi vit dung &
day ting 12 mén @6 ba mo udc tit 1au. Vi s6 vat dung nay, ba phai
chon lua trén tap chi tit may thang trudc, sau d6 tinh toan k¥
cang va c¢d ging danh dum. Bio ba mang nhiing thi nay vt &
trude ngd chd ngudi thu gom rac chiing kéo di, chic chin sé 1am
ba budn dén chét.

Rat nhiéu ngudi dé dang quén di qua kht, ching chut luu luyén.
Con b3, tuyét d6i khong phai ngudi nhu thé.
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Lic nay em gai Pauline 13 Sherry goi dién dén. Sherry 1a “dita bé”
di 56 tudi. Pén do6 tudi niy, cd vin cé thé cau kinh vi nhiing
chuyén vun vit, va hém nay 1a vi nhan vién git Gi. “Em vao tiém
giidt, néi véi nhin vién rang em d3 mua 6 chiéc 4o len 3 day. Anh
ta héi em héa don ddu. Em hdi ngudc anh ta néi thé 1a sao, gi ma
héa don dau? Em vita mdéi dua 4o dén day! Nhung anh ta ndi, em
viia bdo mua 6 chiéc 4o len. Anh ta bdo van dé & chd em, chinh
cach néi cia em 1am anh ta hdi thé, chuyén dé rat binh thuodng.
Tinh khi anh chang nhan vién dé that té, lai con ¢ chap! Ctt nhu
em l1am gi sai day, thiét tinh!”.

Pauline chép miéng, ndi vdéi Sherry: “Em khong bao gid cho
rang...”.

“Anh chang giit Gi nay hinh nhu cling chinh 13 nguéi nham 4o
clla em lan trudc. That tinh, 1an trudc anh ta dua cho em mot
chiéc 40 mau tim dd trong chang ra sao, con 1a ¢d 22! C& 22 day!
Chi néi xem, sao anh ta lai dua c& 22 cho em, em thay anh ta c6
tinh 1am thé ma!”.

“Nha chi khéng cé nudc néng”. Pauline bong nhién néi véi
Sherry.

“Sao cqa?”.

“Sang nay chi thic diy dinh di tim, nhung phat hién khéng cé
nudc néng, nudc trong voi lanh chét di dugc”.

“Em cling ting gip chuyén nhu thé mot 1an”. “Sau dé thé nio?
Em giai quyét ra sao?”. “Um, em khéng biét, Pete xt1 1y né”.

“®”. Pauline thot 1én.

“O, khéng phai thé, hinh nhu nhin vién éng nudc dén sia.
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Nhung”, Sherry vui mung noi, “Pete da goi dién cho nhan vién
ong nudc”.

“Lam thé 13 tot nhat”. Pauline nghi bung, ddy qua 1a cich sdng
cta Sherry.

“Chinéi sao? O, em xin 161, chi yéu, em v6 tdm qua. Oi, tdi nghiép,
chuyén gi chi ciing phai tu 1am. That chang cong bang, can em
danh thiic Pete dé anh iy sang gitip chi khong?”.

“Khéng, khong can dau, chang phai chuyén to tat gi. George dén
ctta hiéu ngii kim vé sé goi dién cho chi”.

Sherry néi vé dong cdm: “Em thit khong biét chi séng nhu thé
nao, sao chi chiu dung dudc nhiéu thé! Néu 1 em, chic em dién
mat r6i. Em s& goi ngay cho Michael, sau d6 néi véi anh ay ‘Pén
day ngay, tén xau xa!”.

“Pugc roi, duge roéi”. Khi Sherry vita dut 18i, Pauline thay minh 1a
ngudi phu nii cao thugng va doé lugng. “Su that chi mdt minh van
song tot. Pung, néu khong lam thé, gid chic chi cang té hai hon.
Em xem, chi van tiép tuc tién budc. Chi khéng phi thdi gian vao
nhiing oan han v6 nghia dau”.

“Chi qua 1a ngudi phu nit ctt khéi!”, Sherry thot 1én 16i cAm thén.
“Chuyén nay that ra khong kho”.

Pauline néi thé véi Sherry. Thuc té, Pauline cling nghi vay. Suét
bao nim nay, 1ong odn hian Michael d3 bién mat trong ba. Ciing
6 thé vi ba tiing o4n han qua muc, nén khéng con tinh cdm danh
cho 6ng. Ba tu ndi véi minh, cudc sdng khong cé Michael gi day
t6t hon nhiéu so véi cudce sdng cé Michael trude kia! Lam gi cé
nguodi dan 6ng nao tit bd hén nhin ctia minh chi vi mét tranh céi
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nhd kia chit? Van dé ctia Michael 12 vi 6ng khong biét tha thi cho
ngudi khac. Véi Michael, van dé mii ton tai: 16i néi ra mii khong
thé ruat lai, chuyén xay ra rdi cling mii khéng thé xem nhu chua
x3y ra. Pay chinh 13 tinh cich cla 6ng Ay, nén dng chi cé thé sdong
chung véi Anna, ngudi llic nao cling trong u am.

Pauline phai thita nhin rang minh van con 4c cdm vdi Anna.

Khi chudng cita reo, Pauline tudng George dich thian dén, nhung
that ra 1a mot cong nhan thuong ghé ngang day vao mua xuan va
muia hé méi nam. “Ba can t6i vé sinh mang nudc khéng a? Noi d6
phai néi 1a bita bén vd cing”. Nhung Pauline ti chdi, “Khdng,
cam on, t6i khong can dau. Vé 1y t6i c6 mot thd 10p mai, anh ta sé
lam nhiing cong viéc do”.

“Vé 1y?”, ngudi @6 néi xong cudi rd 1én. Anh quay ngudi goi dita
tré khodng mudi may tudi dang 1éng ngéng bén dudng: “Nay,
mang nudc clia ba diy theo ly da dugc vé sinh roi!”.

Thé 13, Pauline ngai khong ddm héi anh vé vin dé mday nudc
néng, von di ba dinh 1am thé khi vita nhin thay ngudi cong nhan
dé. Nhung biy gid, ba danh 1am ra vé nhi nhin, néi mot cu
“cam on” r6i déng ctta lai.

Pauline trd thanh mét ba ldo néng can, lam bd 1am tich ti ltic nao
thé?

Cé trdi mdi biét anh thd lop mai & dau? Thang 12 nim ngoai 1é ra
anh ta phai dén! Thdi dai bay gid, qua that chang thé trong mong
vao ai ca!

Pauline lai goi cho George, 1an nay nha George ching ai nghe dién
thoai. Ba lai goi cho c6 ho ly lam chung van phong. Hinh nhu

chong c6 1am & céng ty tu stta bép, nhung chic chang lién quan gi
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dén may nudc néng? - néu Pauline nhé khéng nham - két quj,
nha ho cling chang ai nghe mdy. Moi ngudi déu di tim niém vui
roi, hdm nay qua 1a ngay cudi tuan danh cho nhiing gia dinh ban
ron. Pudc thdi, danh thé vay! Pauline gic mdy, vio phong ngl
mang giay, chang ai cé thé ru rii trong nha moét minh.

Trong cta hiéu Giant trén dudng York, Pauline mua thuc pham
cho tuan sau - trai cAy mang di dn trua sau gid 1am va mot so thuc
phiam déng lanh ba dung lam biia tdi. Sau dé, ba dén ctt hiéu
quan 4o Stewart tra lai chiéc 40 canh. Ba ndi véi c6 ban hang ring
chéng minh khéng thich chiéc 40 nay. Thuc té, du trude khi
Pauline ly hén, chdng ba ciing chua mdt 1an dua ra v kién trudc
thdm my dn mic cta ba. Nhung ba khéng mudn néi véi c6 ban
hang 1y do that su, day 1a vi c6 4o clia né: lic mic trong phong
tht dep dén mé ngudi, nhung khi vé nha, lai thay né qua xau.

Cha trach gi ba tiéu tién ngay cang it! Chang con thit gi c6 thé lam
ba tréng dep hon nita, nhung diéu nay rat cé 1di cho viéc kiém
soat chi tiéu.

Quay hang ctia mét clta hiéu ban m§ pham dang cé khuyén mai
trang diém mién phi cho khich hang. M6t ngudi phu nit dang
dudc danh phan t6 son con nhiing ngudi khac ding xem xung
quanh. Pauline nhin vao d6, roi di thang ra ngoai. Ba dén chd dau
xe, chon con dudng kha xa nhung xanh mat 1ai vé nha. Lic d9,
radio dang phat ban nhac ¢d dién “Tinh yéu thang tu” ting ndi
tiéng mot thoi, xem nhu dé chao dén muia xuin di dén. Ba ngin
nga hat theo, chang chil ¥ xem minh dang di trén con dudng nao.

Vita vé dén nha, Pauline lai goi ngay cho George, cudi cing 1an
nay chinh George nghe dién thoai. “Chao me, me khde chit a!”.
Giong George day vé kinh ngac.

“Sally c6 ndi véi con chuyén may nudc néng khéng?”, cd héi
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thang.

“May nudc néng? Khoéng cé a. Nhung c6 ay cé dé lai manh gidy
cho con, bao con goi dién cho me, con dang dinh lam xong viéc sé
goingay...”.

“Nha me ching cé 1dy mot giot nudc néng. Du chd bao 1au, nudce
van lanh thau xuong”.

“Oi!”.
Pauline ditng mdt lic, cudi cung héi: “Me phai lam sao?”.

“Um, me, con nghi me nén goi cho thd stta 6ng nudc”. “Thg stta
ong nudc! Oi, trdi! Tim thg sta éng nudc vao ngly thit bay sao?
Con biét ho sé ndi gi khong? Chac chin ho biao hém nay khéng
thé dén, dé tha hai. Viy, me phai chiu dung ngay cudi tuin
khong c6 nude néng, khong...”. “Cé 1& chila van dé & cong tic diéu
khién”. George néi. “Coéng tic?”.

“Me c6 biét gid tang ham thé ndo khong? Néu mit dat ting ham
cé nudc, cd 1€ me phai thay mot bd may nudc néng mdi; nhung
néu khong, viy rat cé thé van dé 1a & bo diéu khién, néu thé thi
rat don gian”.

“Vay sao, cé 1é chi 1a hu bd diéu khién”. Pauline néi giong chan
2
nan.

“Viy mat dit c6 nudc khdong me?”. “Me khong rd”.
“Khéng rd?”. George hoi vdi giong ngac nhién.
“Phai, me khéng ddm xudng ting ham mébt minh”. “Oi, me di!”

George qua thit dd mat kién nhin.
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“Puge rdi, dudc rdi, me xudéng dé xem thl, nhung con khong
dugc gac may 46, OK?”.

Pauline dit dng nghe trén ban, men theo hanh lang dén trudc cau
thang xudng tang ham. Tit diy dén tang ham tdng cdng cé ba bac
thang, ba ding trudc bac thang nin thd, vénh tai nghe ngdng,
nhung dudi d6 chang cé tiéng doéng gi ca. Trude phong khach trai
mdt tAm tham 16ng, trong nhu mit ban bi da, nhin tit géc 6 nay
dudng nhu chiang cé gi khac la. Thé 1a Pauline 1y can dam di vé
phia tang ham. Ba nhén chin di nhe qua phong khach, nhin vao
trong qua ctta phong bar. Noi dé cé da thiét bi gia dung: bép, may
nudc néng, may rita chén bat va may siy quan 4o, nhitng thi nay
déu chat & d6. Nguon sang duy nhat 1a 4nh dén 18 md roi xudng
tl trén clia s6 cao cao. Pauline nhin ludt qua mit dat, mit dat xi-
ming khong 4m udt 13m, ba ciing khong ngtti thay mui gas. C6 1&
sy viéc khong té hai thé.

“Chac héng bd diéu khién r6i”, ba néi qua dién thoai véi George.

“Um, thé thi tot. Tinh hudng thé nay me chi can md lai cong tic
1a dugce”.

“Me?”.

“Me biét cach duing diém ma!”. “Nhung, me sd sé nd”.

George im ling vai gidy, sau @6 néi: “Pudc roi, con dén gitip me”.
“bi, t6t qua, cAm on con, con yéu”.

“Nhung con phai 1am xong viéc & diy da”. “Vay can khoang bao
1au?”, Pauline héi. “Vai gid? Con khong thé néi chac”.

“Thuc ra, me cé hen in trua véi may ngudi ban...”, ba nhin déng
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ho, “khoang 1 tiéng sau”.
“Pugc thdi, chd me vé con sé qua nha”.

“Khong! Khoan di! Lé nao me khong can phai tim, thay quan 4o
mdi di sao? Con khong thé dén ldc nay a?”.

“Khéng dugc, me di, bdy gid khéng dugc”. George tra 15i.
“Khéng, George”.

“Me di ding bita vé lai goi cho con, sau dé con sé dén ngay, dudc
chit a? Con hta day”.

“Puge roi, dude rdi, cling chi danh vay théi”. Pauline néi véi
giong am uc.

Tiép d6, ba cham chap gic may vdi vé budn bi, ctt nhu George cé
thé nhin thay minh vay.

Lan nay dén lugt Katie Vilna t6 chttc hop mit. Ciing nhu moi khi,
ba da chuan bi xong tat ca: rugu cocktail cé cam ciy di nhé xinh
dep, ngoai ra con c6 boé hoa tuoi rat to.

Ho di bd théi quen choi bai tit 14u. Lic dau, ddm phu nit nay
udng vai ly trong phong khach trang tri 16ng 13y: c6 mét chiéc
dan piano 16n, may taAm tham Ba Tu va vai vit dung thdi Victoria.
Udng rudu xong ho dén thing phong an. Hoa tuci trong phong
bai tri tua nhu mét ngon thap nho, Katie phai di dO'l s6 hoa nay dé
moi ngudi c6 thé nhin thiy mit nhau. Katie ngdi chd dau ban,
hom nay ba mic chiée 4o captan (4o dai clia ngudi Thd Nhi Ky, ¢
that ngang lung) sudn mudt, nhung kiéu dn mic nay gidng di du
da tiéc hon. Ngbi bén phai Katie 124 Wanda, hién nhién ba chang
hé stta soan, mic chiéc vay rong thung thinh ciing véi chiéc 4o
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len to, vé mit kha ué oai. Doi dién véi Wanda 1a Marilyn, sic mit
ba tréong kém hon trude nhiéu, cé 18 1a két qua cta viée héa tri
bénh ung thu vii. Téc ba bam sit vao da dau tua nhu téc clia dia
bé mdi sinh. Hom nay ba khong mac b0 trang phuc bé sat ngudi,
ma mic mdt bd d6 thé duc. Pauline ngbi 3 sau cling, ba van mic
chiéc quan réng thudng ngay, nhung chiéc 4o thun ban sing
dugc thay bang chiéc 4o soc dd thdi trang, ba con budt mot chiéc
khin c6 van xodn 6c trén dau.

Thoat tién, ho ban vé stic khde ctia Marilyn. Ho chi c6 thé bat dau
tl dé tai nay. Chac gid ba khong con thay mét méi nita? Ba thich
in gi ndo? Ba nén in nhiéu vao nhé! “Qua that em in khéng nédi”,
Marilyn néi véi moi ngudi, “em cé thi an nhiéu, nhung chi nghi
dén thiic in 13 em budn nén. Xin 16i, Katie”. Ba néi thé vi ba
khong hé d3 ddng dén phan salad thit cua, mén rudt ctia Katie.

Pauline thay rang moi ngudi cé mit déu nghi: khong thay déi 1a
mdt viée hanh phtc biét bao, nhung ho phai ép minh gat bd suy
nghi nay. Trdi a, mii dén gid, ba mdi that sy hiéu ho!

Nhd lai tuy hdi buén cudi, nhung may ngudi ban than nay déu
quen biét khi ba & St. Cassian. Pauline titng c6 mot dao chan ghét
ngudi Ba Lan v cling - tén cia ho chang nhitng khé viét, ma phat
am ciing rat ky quai, ho ludén choi nhiing ban nhac ky quic, thic
in ctia ho 1am ta phat ngan, vao dip 1, ho luén maic trang phuc
didm ban sic din toc - nhung biy gid, chi can nghe thay tiéng
nhac Ba Lan thanh thoat phét ra tif cAy dan phong cam, ba lién
rung rung nudc mat.

Lic nay, Wanda lai bat dau 16i néi ngang ngudc dic trung: “Em
nén in nhiéu sita chua, Marilyn, 1at nita chi cho em mét hiéu sita
chua dinh dudng, trong d6 cé mét loai men khuan rat cé ich cho
co thé...”. Phai, Wanda ludn thich ra 1énh cho ngudi khac, con
Katie ludn maic nhitng bd trang phuc soc thé chat liéu ré tién,
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Marilyn khéng nging khoe con minh thong minh ngoan ngoan
thé nlo.

Nhung ti 1du, Pauline d3 mat kha ning danh gia khach quan vé
nhitng ngudi ban nay. Ba chang biét minh cé that sy thich ho
khoéng. Nhung thé thi sao? C6 thich ho khéng ciing chang con
quan trong nita, dén d6 tudi nay, chang 1é con phai di quen ban
mdi sao?

Bong nhién Katie hdi moi ngudi cé chii y thay cd doi ho di xay ra
bao nhiéu chuyén khéng. “Xem day, chiing ta cé mét qua phu”,
ndéi xong ba nhin Wanda git gu, “hai ngudi phu nit ly hon, mot
ngudi 1dy chdng khic con ngudi kia thi khéng; moét ngudi con
chét, con ngudi kia thi con bd di; mdt ngudi phiu thuit cat ti
cung, gid lai cé thém mot ngudi mac bénh ung thu vii”.

“MOt ngay nao dé”, Marilyn néi: “trong chiing ta cling sé c6 ngudi
chét di”.

L&i nhu thé e rang chi minh Marilyn ddm néi.

GiS day, Pauline lai cAm nhan dudc suy nghi clia moi ngudi, thé
13, ba lién doi dé tai. “Nay, biét gi chua? Minh siap hen ho day!”.

“Hen ho? Vi ai?”, moi ngudi déu nhao 1én.

“0, minh ké cho nghe, anh 4y lam viéc trong nha thd, tén 1a Dun
Osgood. Phai, chic 1a thé. May nim trudc vg chdng anh Ay
chuyén ti bang Minnesota dén diy. Nhung Giang sinh nim
ngoai vd anh 4y qua ddi rdi, rat d6t ngdt, sau bita in Giang sinh,
bénh tim ba 4y d6t phat trong ltic ngh. Sau 1an dd, minh cé trd
chuyén véi anh 4y, rat thong cdm va dau 1ong trudc chuyén xay
ra, héi xem anh 4y sau nay cé du dinh gi khéng... Sau d6, chtt
nhit tuan trudc, 1am 18 xong, anh 4y mdi minh cling ding bita
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t6i. Chuyén thé day”.

“U, ra thé. Vay”, Wanda vita néi vita bam tay dém gi d6, “thang
giéng, thang hai, thang ba... chi c6 4 thang! bungla dan 6ng!”.

“C4 18, anh ay chi mudn tim mdt ngudi ban, thé théi! Dl sao minh
cling khong ngai! Chiing minh c6 thé tao dung mot moi quan hé
tot trudc, sau do, Um, cd tu tu tung budc...”.

“0, Pauline, s ban ludn may min thé, ban ludn tim dugc dan
6ng”. Katie néi: “Nhin minh day, minh di muu cling k& can. 6
nim roi minh chang quen ai mot cach dang hoang. Con ban, ban
d3 quen 10 ngudi roil”.

“Oi, 1am gi nhiéu thé!” Pauline ndéi: “Tin minh di, thinh thoang
dan 6ng chi mang dén tai hoa cho ban théi, that day”.

“Rot cudc ban cé bi quyét gi? Con nhd canh 1an dau ban gip
Michael khong?”, Katie ndi.

“Pauline bi thuong & tran”, Wanda ké véi Marilyn: “Tui chi dua c6
ay dén ctta hiéu tap hda ciia me Michael mua béng bang”.

Marilyn d3 nghe ciu chuyén nay vd s6 1an, ba chi mim cudi nhin
vét seo trén huyét Thai duong ctia Pauline.

“Liic d6 c6 4y hét nhu mot con nai bi thuong! Y chi 13, chang chut
ling man gi cad. Nhung phai thita nhin riang, Michael rit cing
thang. Anh ta muén tu minh bing bé cho Pauline, sau dé nam
tay c6 chay ra khéi ctta hiéu, con ndi sé khéng bao gid roi xa cd”.

“Lam gi c6 chuyén khoéng bao gid rdi xa chi1!”. Pauline thay giong
minh kho khéc.

“Liic d6 chi nghi anh chang bi Pauline bd blia mé r6i! Bon chi xem
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xét k¥ quan 4o, kiéu téc va nu cudi clia ¢d iy - con nhé khong,
Katie? Chiing ta titng vé mot chdm nhd & méi trén biat chudc ban
iy, con tudng day chinh 1a bi quyét thu hit dan éng. Nhung
nhiing chdm nhd & méi trén ctia ban ay 1a that, con cfia chung
minh déng chit 1a phai mat. Oi, tiép sau dé 1a Richard, moi ngudi
con nhd Richard khong?”.

“Nha si Richard?”, Marilyn ndi.

“Khong, Norm mdi 1a nha si, cdc ban hiéu y minh khong? Ching
ta chang con biét ro ai vdi ai!

Norm la nha si ma Pauline quen khi viua ly hon, sau d6 c6 méi
quen Richard. Richard 14 bac si khoa mit”. Wanda tiép tuc ké véi
moi nguoi.

“Thuc té, anh ta 12 nha kinh doanh mit kinh”. Pauline dinh
chinh.

“Richard 13 ngudi Pauline quen 1au nhat, von di anh ta mudn két
hén vdi Pauline, cich ndi chuyén ctia anh ta 1am ngudi nghe cé
cam giac do”.

“Anh ta hay vach 14 tim sau, hon ntia c thich danh gia nguoi
khac”. Pauline noi.

“Nghe minh né!”, Katie néi 16n: “Ban cé biét bao nhiéu ngudi phu
nit & @6 tudi ndy déu mudn 1ay mét ngudi nhu Richard khéng!”.

“Chan chan Richard rat vui khi gip dudc ngudi nhu ban. Pay 1a
diéu minh mudn néi”.

Katie vung manh tay, sau d6 dua mit sang huéng khac. Pauline
thay Katie 1am thé qua rat thé 16.
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Trén dudng 1ai xe vé nha, Pauline van day suy tu. Khi radio phat
ban “Paris thang tu”, ba tit nhac. Tinh hudéng thuc té cla rat
nhiéu su viéc tréng khac han vdi vé bé ngoai clia né. Dudng nhu
xung quanh Pauline ching thiéu dan 6ng. Qua that 1 thé. Nhung
Norm, nha si ludén deo diy chuyén vang, méng tay toan mau
vang - di1 thé nao Pauline ciing khong chiu ndi. Va ba quen Bruce,
qua 1a mot ngudi rat c6 hy vong, nhung chang hiéu sao, bdng
nhién 6ng ta lai khéng goi dién cho Pauline nita. Bin thin ba
cling khong ro nguyén nhan that su. Ba nghi ngd né lién quan
dén 1an cdi nhau ctia ho. Hém d6 hai ngudi hen cling diing biia
t6i, nhung Bruce dén tré.

Con vé Richard, liic dau khi ho mdi quen nhau, 6ng thu hut thé,
bdi 6ng ludn biét khen moi uu diém & ba. Ong khen ba 1a thg lam
vuon xuat sic, 1a dau bép giau éc sang tao nhat. Ong thich khi ba
cudi rd 1én va cling danh gia cao long nhiét tinh cta ba. Di nhién,
Pauline biét rd diéu nay khéng kéo dai bao 1au. Mii dén mét hom,
Richard héi ba cé thé thay gidm trong mén xa lach thanh nudc
cot chanh khéng, nhu thé mui vi mén nay sé khong xung dot véi
mui chai rudu nho 6ng mua. Gidm khéc véi rugu nho sao? L& nao
trude gid 6ng khéng thich mén xa lach ba lam? Béng nhién,
Pauline thiay minh mat tu tin, ba bat dau mat tu tin vé stic hap
dan ctia minh.

Vé sau, con gai Richard mdi 6ng dén bang Ohio mitng Giang sinh,
éng ndi vdi Pauline rang sé doi ngay dén dé. “Thit ra”, 6ng ndi,
“h6én nhin clia con gai anh gip chit van dé, anh nghi Idc thé nay
né mudn c6 ngudi dbén canh...”.

Két qua, Pauline chi néi “Anh phai dén d¢”, vi di nhién ba hiéu
con cai luén la quan trong nhat. Nhung 6ng khong néi véi
Pauline rang that ra 6ng da mua vé may bay tu trudc.

Pauline khéng thé che gidu sy tdn thuong clla minh. “Em hiéu
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roi”, ldc dé ba néi thé nay: “day chinh 1a chan tudng cta su viéc!
Dung thé, em hiéu ca roi!”.

Cau trd 16i ctia Richard 1a: “Em c hay chuyén nhé héa to!”.

Cau ndi nay 1am Pauline nhé dén nhiing 15i Michael thudng néi
trudce day: “Em dung la chuyén bé xé to!”. “Em dé xuc déng qua
day!”, “Pauline, em phai hoc cach kém ché ban than!”.

TU @6 ba bat dau xa lanh Richard. Sau khi trd vé tit Ohio, éng
chang con tim thay Pauline nita. Ba khéng nghe dién thoai ctia
ong va khi 6ng xuat hién trudc ctta nha, ba phét 1.

Pauline tuyét d6i khong dé lich st tai dién, that ra viéc tit bd nay
budc ba phai sdng mdt minh trong quing ddi con lai, tu giai
quyét van dé may nudc néng, 1ai xe vé nha mét minh trong tinh
hudng mit phuong huéng... 0i, hdi Thuong dé, day ching khac gi
mé cung! Tua nhu mot minh tr6i dat trén mét hanh tinh v6 han,
chang ai bdo vé minh!

Pén d@d trudc mit sang 1én, thé 13 Pauline ré trai. Ta on troi dat,
sau khi ré xong cudi cing ba da biét minh & dau! Qua may ngi tu
niia chinh 13 Stewart ¢ xua yéu dau! Bdng nhién Pauline thay
nhe ca ngudi, ba ré vao bii diu, réi di vao mot trung tdAm mua
sam.

Quay hang myj pham van con dang khuyén mii, mot c6 gai tré soi
guong ngam nhin thanh qua cia nhan vién trang diém: 16ng mi
den den, hai ma sidng béng day stic séng, 1an mdi tudi nhu miit
dau. Pauline gidm chdm budc chin, lic nay, c6 nhan vién trong
quay hang mdi goi: “Ba cé mudn thl san phim cha ching téi
khong?”.

My pham cuda Pauline day cd mdt ngin t: ma hong, phan nén,
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phan phi. Rat nhiéu thi ba chi diing qua mét 1an. D1 thé, ba van
tra 10i: “Pudc, thi xem nao!”. Té6i hém dé, qua that ba cé mot budi
hen, stta soan chut cling hay.

Khi ngén tay c¢6 nhan vién trang diém vd nhe 1én mit Pauline, ba
thay rat dé chiu, kem dudng dudc pht nhe 1én ving da khé dudi
mat b3, loai kem nay cé huong hoa héng nhan nhat. Ngén tay cd
nhan vién rat mat, c6 chim séc da cho Pauline rat diu dang, ving
nguc day din clia c6 chi cich mit Pauline vai centimet. Gid day,
c6 nhan vién bat dau khen: “Chan may ctia ba dep that day! T6i sé
danh it nhii xanh 1én d6i mit dep ctia ba”. Két qua trang diém
khong may kha quan - van 13 Pauline gia nua. Ltc nay, ba bon vi
khach ding trude quay hang, nhin Pauline sau khi trang diém,
tadm tic khen ngdi. Cudi cling, ba mua ca bd sdn phiam chim séc
da va mdt bé m§ pham trang diém danh riéng cho ba. C6 nhan
vién bd tit ca san phim vao mdt tdi nhd cé in logo cong ty.
Pauline phai duing dén hai tti mua hang dé mang moi thi vé nha.

George bao may nudc néng hu 1a do bd diéu khién. bung nhu anh
nghi. Anh chi mat khong dén ntta git 1a Pauline cé thé dung nudc
néng rdi. George déng cita ting ham, hai dau ngén tay kep lay
hép diém bo vao trong tui 4o, trén kKhudén mat béo tron 16 vé hai
1ong. “Thit ra, me cé thé ty 1am nhiing chuyén nay”. Anh néi vdéi
Pauline.

“Oi, con yéu, me biét, me té qua!” Pauline néi: “Me khéng nén dua
dam cic con nhu vay”. Ding vai phut, dé tranh George phan bAc,
ba ndi tiép: “Nhung sao lai 1a van dé 8 bd diéu khién chi?”.

“La sao me?”.

“Y me 13, sao bd diéu khién lai cé van dé? Sao me biét dudc con di

roi né khong héng nita?”.
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“Oi, néu nhu thé, me can mot thd stta 6ng nudc rdil”. “Y con 1a sé
cé kha ning dé that?”, Pauline hoi hép héi. “B6 diéu khién hoéng,
con sta lai roi, sau d4 14 6n.

Chinh me bao cé 1€ né sé lai hdng ma”.

“Nhung néu 1an nay hédng ma khoéng cé nguyén nhin, con xem,
giong nhu luc nay day, chiung ta chang biét lam thé nao dé phong
chuyén nay xdy ra lan nita. Con hiéu y me khong?”.

George thd dai, néi: “Sao me lai ctt hay lo bo trang rang thé?”.

“Pugc rdi, con néi ding! Me 13 mot ba gid ngée tu chude phién
muodn vao than! Me phai chiu tradch nhiém hoan toan véi can nha
nay, nhung con khéng thé vi thé ma trach me”.

“Sudt bao nam nay chung con déu khuyén me chuyén dén chung
cu song ma!”.

“Trdi a, George, cac con déu 16n 1én trong cin nha nay day! Pay la
nha me! Néu bido me séng trong cin hd chung cu vira nho vira cii,
me tha chét!”.

“Chang phai bé ciing titng sdng trong cin ho chung cu mét thoi
gian sao?”, George noi.

“Phai, nhung d6 1a chuyén ctia bd”. Pauline néi véi vé khéng vui,
“Hon nira, bd 1a dan 6ng, tinh cdm ctia dan 6ng chang thé so sinh
vGi phu nii!”.

George biét minh lai rdi vao thé bi. M4i 1an anh mudn rd&i khdi
déu roi vao thé tién thodai ludng nan. Pauline hiéu George qua 3,
“Ubng chut ca phé nhé?”, ba héi.

“Khéng, khéng can dau me”.
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“M6t Itc théi. Hay 13 udng thit khac, nudc hoa qui hay bia nhé?”.

“Bon tré chic dang chd con vé”, George cudi nhe ndi, “con ctin d6
to bang long ban tay day me!”.

“Gid bd con § dau?”, Pauline chgt hdi: “G chd Anna sao? Noi dé 1a
gia dinh hanh phtc ctia 6ng ay sao?”.

“Kia me!”.

“Cé phai noi dd, con biét ddy, ludn cé cam giac gia dinh rat Am 4p,
dé chiu phai khéng?”.

“Tréng cling dugc”. George tra 10i, ngoanh dau nhin ra cita sé.

“Vi me ludn nghi - néu me sai thi néi me biét - me luén nghi Anna
khéng phai mau ngudi phu nit ctia gia dinh. Me thit khéng tudng
tuodng ndi 6 ta bo tri nha clta thé nao. €6 1 noi d6 cé rat nhiéu
moén d6 trang tri nhé, anh hoidc khin trai giudng bang len dan, di
nhién, chic con nhiéu thit khic. Nhung c6 ta sé bai tri thé nao?
Co ta thich loai vat dung gia dinh nao?”.

“Oi, me, con khéng biét”. George vita tra 16i vita di dén phong in.
“Con chang c6 khai niém vé vit dung gia dinh, d6 chi 1a mot cian
nha, thé thoi”.

“Nhung con cling c¢6 chut an tugng chi”, Pauline vdi ndi, “con
vao cdn nha dé it nhiéu cd chit cdm gidc, chang han nhu rat xa
la, rat roi hodc rat... Con khéng cé chit an tugng nao sao?”.

George ra dén ctta, khom ngudi hén nhe 1én mé Pauline: “Tém lai,

um, binh thuong thoéi. Ching ta xem cé nudc néng chua nhé
me?”.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Néi xong, George md clia ra ngoai.

Van dé nudc néng gidi quyét xong. Pauline tam rat 1au, sau d6 say
kho téc. Tiép theo, ba mic mot chiée vay dai mau xanh nhat, phoi
v6i mét d6i gidy gét viia mau xanh. Pauline khéng biét Dun
Osgood sé dua minh di diing bita 3 dau, thé nén ba chon moét
chiéc vay dai thich hdp véi moi trudng hop. Cudi cling, ba dung
m§ pham mdi mua hém nay: phan nén mau nga, ma hong mau
hong nhat, son mau dé hoa héng va phan mit mau xanh nhat,
mau xanh dé hau nhu hop véi mau xanh chiéc vay clia Pauline.
Bay gid, ngudi phu nit trong guong téa anh hao quang, mai téc
vang tya nhu mot chiéc nén cé vién hoa trum kin dau ba. ba rat
1au, Pauline tu bd suy nghi lam mét ngudi phu nit xinh dep, gic
ba cé thé sfta soan minh trong hoa nhi va khong dén muc bi
ngudi khac ghét. Ba con nhd thud con gai, nhin thay nhitng ngudi
phu nit ¢é tudi ct ra stic t6 son hodc udn téc tao hinh gon séng, ba
luén thay trong 1ong cé chit an Gi. Ba bay gid khéng can thiét tim
kiém sut ddng cdm & ngudi khac.

Khi chudng clia vang 1én, 1a dling 6 gid t6i. Ngudi tén trong gid
gidc thudng ddng nghia vdi su nhiét tinh, va ngudc lai. Khi
Pauline ma3 ctta, Dun Osgood d3 diing dé mim cudi rat tuci. Ong
ding & mot gbc, dang ngudi cao to, ludn khom lung rat khiém
ton, dudi mai téc xdm 13 khuén mit day nép nhin. “Chao, dingla
ndi nay réi, em khde khéng?”.

“Em rat khde, Dun, anh thé nao?”.

“Rat tot, dude cling duing bita véi em qua that tuyét vdi. Em mic
thé khéng thay lanh chi?”.

“Da khoéng a”. Pauline 13y x4ch tay trén chiéc trudng ky rdi khéa
ctia. Ba cht y thay cidch 4n mic ctia Dun rat gidong minh, cling 1a
mdt chiéc 4o khoac thé thao, bén trong 14 mdt chiéc 4o sd mi
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trang hd c6 va mot chiéc quan dai mau xdm chat lidu rat tot. Khi
ho cung di xuéng déc, Dun 6m nhe eo ba, sau d6 budc dén cho dé
xe, m& clta, dong thdi that can than dé khéng kep phai gau vay
cuia ba.

“Mong riang em sé thich ndi anh chon”. Sau khi né may Dun néi
vdi Pauline: “Nha hang Pincers, em tung dén dé chua?”.

Pauline lac dau.

“Trudc diy, thi tu mdi tuan anh déu cling Mattie in t6i & d6, vi
thi tu néu goi mot phan trang miéng, em cé thé duge mdt phan
qua ting tuong tu hoic dudc gidm gia truc tiép. Mattie thudng
chon banh kem Boston, con anh lai thich banh kem s6c6la hat
dé”.

“Nghe rat tuyét”. Pauline dap.

“Phai day, rat tuyét. Nhung hdm nay khong phai thi tu”.

“Khéng sao, em khdng may thich banh ngot”. Pauline néi.
“Khong phai thit day chit?”. Dun gan nhu kéu 1én, tréng 6ng ngac
nhién v6 cling, Pauline thay 6ng cé vé qua khoa truong. Dun
diing lai trudc mét den giao thong & ngi tu, “Viy, em c6 vé khac
v6i Mattie, ¢6 ay chang thé song dudc néu thiéu banh ngot! C6 18
em khong tin, bAnh nuéng c6 ay 1am chic chin méng nhit trén
thé gidil”,

Pauline hinh dung Mattie Osgood trong dau, cé 1& c6 ta rat diu
dang, nhung khéng béo tron, mit cé6 mét s6 dom nhéd va luén

cudi than thiét. “Chic anh rat nhd chi dy”. Pauline néi v4i Dun.

“0, dung thé, anh rat nhé ¢ ay”.
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Dun cé cach phat Am rat dic trung ctia bang Minnesota, ning va
am hon nhiing noi khac, tuy nghe hoi la, nhung rat tu nhién va
chan thanh.

“Thinh thodng, anh cdm thay cd 4y van con bén anh”, Dun thu
thuc, “anh con mudn néi chuyén nay hoic chuyén no véi Mattie,
hodc ndi v4i bdn than. Hau nhu moi chuyén lai tré vé qua khi”.

“Anh nghi thé sao?”. Pauline hdi, “Dudng nhu ngudi di ra di lai
trd vé bén anh. Em cadm nhin dugec mot bén cd thé anh trd nén
am 4p va day dd, va khi trd vé hién thuc, ca ngudi anh déu trd
nén lanh nhu bing, nhung lai thodi mai hon nhiéu”.

“Thé sao?”. Dun nhin Pauline mot cai r6i chuyén ddi anh mit di
noi khac.

Vai phtt tiép sau hai ngudi déu chang néi gi, Pauline cho rang su
im ling nay cé thé gitp Dun 6n dinh lai tinh than. Anh dén mo
dan, thanh phd nhé héo lanh mat di 4nh sang ban ngay. Nhiing
béng hoa mau dé thim trén ciy théng tring, con nhiing cin nha
hai bén duodng lai 16 mau xam nhat tua nhu ngoc trai.

“Dun”, Pauline héi khi thay Dun d4 6n dinh tré lai, “sao anh nghi
dén viéc dung céi tén Dun? Y em 13, ddy khong phai mot céi tén
thudng thay”.

“0, phai, tén nay ctia bén ngoai anh”, Dun tra 18i, “ho 14 gia tdc
Dunniston, anh luén tu gian don héa né thanh Dun”.

“Em rat thich cai tén nay”.
“That sao? Tén em cling rat hay”. Dun néi.

Pauline dua nlta ngudi trén ghé, tu thé nay lam ba rat dé chiu. Xe
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ctia ho ré sang phia Péng, hoa vao dong xe dong nghet. Pauline
thich cudc sdng vé dém, thich hen ho - ban phai sta soan thit
dep, sau d6 vui mung nén nao, cuing mot ngudi khac tro chuyén
sau sic. Dun Osgood khéng dé tng phd, nhung nhu thé lam
Pauline cAm thiy c6 mong mudn chinh phuc manh liét hon. Du
thé nao, ba ching bao gid thich miu dan 6ng khoéng cé ca tinh,
bao gi nghe nay.

“Phai r6i, Dun”, Pauline ndi, “em van chua biét, anh cé con
khong?”.

“0, khong, v chdng anh khéng cé con”. Lic néi, anh lai phat ra
tiéng “O” rat dac trung. “Thit ra tui anh rat mudn ¢ con, nhung
em biét day, cudc sdng chang phai chuyén gi cling dugc nhu y”.

“Pay chinh 14 cudc sdng!”, Pauline dap lai.

“That ra vdi anh, diy cling chang phai chuyén gi to tat, nhung
anh biét Mattie rat that vong. C6 ay doi xit dic biét tot vdsi chau
cia minh, phdai ndi 1a yéu chiéu”.

“Ch4u chi 4y chic & rat gan vo chong anh? Nhu thé thinh thoang
ho cé thé dén bau ban véi hai ngudi?”.

“Khoéng, khong”.

Pauline dung lai mét 1ac.

“Em c6 mot trai va hai gai”. Mot Itc sau ba 1én tiéng. “That sao?”,
Dun rat ngac nhién. Ong l4i xe vao bii ddu canh nha hang. “Anh
nghi chic Mattie thich con gai, c6 4y néi con gai theo me hon con

trai”.

“Chi thay that...”, Pauline bong diing lai. BA mudn phan bic quan
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diém nay, nhung nghi lai, ba thay minh khéng nén.

Nha hang yén tinh dén la thudng, thdm chi noi day ciing chang
c6 Am nhac. Anh sidng rat md, nhin vién nha hang phai dung dén
pin dua ho dén ban. Ho di ngang qua may ban cé ngudi dang
diing bita, phan 16n khach déu cam ly rugu cocktail phdi anh dao
den hoic trai ciy cat 1at. Pay 13 nha hang danh cho nhiing vi
khach cé tudi, Pauline v6 cling quen thudc véi nhiing ndi thé nay.
Gid dang 1a ltic ban rén nhat & day: tit 5 gid chiéu dén khoang 6
gid rudi. Ba chon tu thé ngdi dé chiu cho minh trén chiéc ghé ém,
dén 13y thuc don rat méng nhung lai rat to tit tay nhan vién phuc
vu. Ban an 1am tit g6 mau sim rat tho, mit ban trai tAm 16t bang
gidy. Trén d6 diat mdt gid nén cé 4nh sang 16 md nhung rat lung
linh. Pauline 14y cai chup thiéc ra, nhu thé anh nén cé thé da
sang cho ba nhin r6 thuc don, 8 day cé: xa lach Ceasar, banh kem
thit cua, sudn bo 16¢ xuong... Ba nhin Dun mim cudi: “0 day tuyét
qua!”. Giong ba rat nhe, nhung du thé, day van 1a giong ndi 16n
nhat nghe thay trong nha hang.

“8 day cé mén em thich sao?”, Dun héi. “Di nhién”.

“Nhung em biét khong, Mattie chang thich hai sin, vg chdng anh
chuyén tu noi xa x6i dén bd bién Pong, phai ndi 13 uéng phi! G
day, tui anh khong thé in cua va ca tudi ngon. Pudng rudt clia co

ay ludén cé van dé, biét sao duge? C6 dy ludn thich mén sudn bod
16c xuong, em cé thé goi mét phan ném thi”.

“0, khéng, em nghi chiing ta nén tht binh kem thit cua”. Pauline
noi véi giong kién quyét.

“Viy, ba mudn udng gi?”, nhan vién phuc vu diing bén canh hai.

Pauline chot y thitc dugc minh dang néi qua to, thé 13, ba gidm
im lugng xudng: “Anh thay rudu vang trang thé ndo?”. Ba nhin
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Dun, chd ciu tra 18i cia 6ng. Dun chang phan Ung gi, thé 1a ba
quay sang néi véi nhan vién phuc vu: “Loai binh thudng duodc
roi”.

“Cho t6i mét ly nudc ca chua”. Dun ndi.

“Anh khéng uéng chut cocktail sao?”, Pauline hdi Dun. “Khéng,
né 1am anh budn ngl”. Dun tra 18i, “Em ct goi mén, khéng sao
dau. Thém mdét phan sudn bod 16c xuong”. Anh néi véi nhan vién
phuc vu: “Chin hoan toan, thém ca con va xa lach, cho t6i nudc
sot Phap”.

“BA muén an chung véi loai rau gi?”. Nhan vién phuc vu héi
Pauline. Ddy 12 mot cb gdi tré, bubc téc dudi ngua, tréng hoi ngd
nghéch, nhung giong c6 néi lai rat diu dang.

“Um, rau...”, Pauline suy nghi mét ltgc, roi lai xem thuc don, “cai
bap va dau”.

Pauline chd dén khi ¢6 phuc vu di xa méi néi v4i Dun: “That ra,
em khéng nhat thiét phai uébng rudu vang, udéng nudc hoa qua
nhu anh cling dugc”.

“«, khong, anh mudn em cé mot biia dn vui vé!”. Dun néi: “Anh
mong em khong dé tdm chuyén anh néi vé mén trang miéng ltic
niy, tuy hdm nay khéng phai thi tu, nhung em ciing dliing vi thé
ma khoéng goi mén trang miéng nhé. Thuc té, anh mudn goi mot
moén, mic cho né cé gidm gid khong! Anh ludén néi véi may ngudi
ban, ctt mic stic hudng thu cudc sdng khi chiing ta con cé thél”.

“Chung ta in hét chd thic in di goi trude, em khong biét 1at nita
con bung chita hét khéng!”. Pauline ndi véi Dun.

“Em biét thudng tui anh 1am thé ndo khéng? Anh va Mattie déu
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rat xa xi goi ba mén banh, rdi thi bd phan thit ba. Nhu Mattie
thudng néi, ct nhu chiing ta chang can tra tién cho phan banh
nay vay! Hém nay chung ta cling thé nhé, tuy khéng phai thi tu,
nhung la ngay dac biét”.

Pauline nhin thing vio mit Dun: “O, hdm nay 14 ngay dic biét
sao?”.

“Di nhién”.
“Pay la 1an dau ching ta di riéng véi nhau, chi cd hai ta”.

Lic nay, &nh mit clia Dun nhin sang c6 phuc vu dang di vé phia
ho, trén tay cd bung nudc udéng. Khi ly rudu vang dé thap dit
trudc mit Pauline, Aanh mat ctia Dun cé vé rat ndng nan. Tiép dé,
ly nudc ca chua ctia 6ng dudgc mang 1én, trén ly con trang tri mot
ciy can tdy cam nghiéng.

“Can nao!”. Pauline ning ly rugu rdi néi véi Dun. “Phai, can ly”.
Ho uéng mét ngum nhd, roi dit ly xuéng.

“Anh cé biét em thich héi ngudi khac diéu gi khong?”. Pauline tin
tudng dan nghiéng ngudi vé phia Dun, moét ngdn tay vong trén
miéng ly, day 12 hanh ddng thudng thay clia Pauline. Lic nay,
6ng phai hoc cach t6 ra hai hudc di dém. “That ra dé 1a mot bai
tric nghiém tinh cach”, ba ndi, “khi em mudn tim hiéu mot
ngudi, em sé hdi ngudi d6 ngdi nha mo udc ctia ho”.

“Ngbi nha mo udc ctia ho?”.
“Vang... y em 1a hau hét moi ngudi déu tudng tudng ngdi nha ctia

minh thé nao. Chiang han mdt ngay, ho leo 1én cau thang trudc
gid khong cht y dén. Sau @6 md clta ra, bdng nhién, trudc mit ho
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xuat hién moét cin phong 16n, ho khéng biét ring nha minh con
cé mét can phong nhu thé! Anh ting c6 suy nghi nay khong?”.

“Um, nghe em néi thé, anh lai thay rat quen thudc”. “Pay chinh 1a
diéu ma em quan st thay: c6 nlta s6 ngudi déu nghi thé qua that
rat tuyét! Gid lai phat hién moét nodi méi!l Pay chinh 13 diéu em
mudn, van dé trong nha khéng cé phong giai tri dugc gidi quyét
xong. Nta s ngudi khac sé nghi, xem ra ché nay hon mét nim
chua quét don rdi, gid chi cé thé thay chit anh sang chiéu roi tit
néc nha”.

Dun gat gu.
“Anh thubc nhém ngudi nao?”, Pauline héi. “Anh u?”.

“Anh xem cin phong nhu thé 13 m6t mén qua hay mét ganh
ning? Em thay van dé nay rat thud vi, anh thay sao?”.

Lic nay cd phuc vu dit dia trude mit ho: “Hai vi con can gi khac
nita khong a?”.

“Khéng, tam thdi khéng can, 6”, Dun néi véi Pauline, “con em?”.

“Khong, cdm on”, Pauline ndi véi co6 phuc vu. “Dun, khéng sao
dau, né chang cé cau tra 18i ding hay sai, chi 14 mot bai trac
nghiém théi, anh hiéu khéng? Em chi tric nghiém xem anh
thudc mau ngudi nao thoi”.

“0, thuc té, anh khong biét minh c6 tiing cé suy nghi nay khéng,
thé nén...”.

Pauline “O” mdt tiéng. “Van dé nay rat tha vi”.

Dun ndi xong, 1ay dao cit miéng thit bo. Pauline di chuyén gia
nén mot chut, dé anh sang sang hon. “Anh biét khéng, néu la em,
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em thay nén thé nay: tréi a, mot cin phong mdi! Mot phat hién vi
dai! Nhung chdng em, chic chin khéng thé... tit cA mo udc cla
anh ay 13, c6 thé tim dudc ca tang 1au. Nhu thé, anh ay sé bién cin
nha thanh kiéu nha néng trai, dudi dat khap noi déu 1a bun dat,
nudc, trong d6 con cb ran boi qua boi lai”.

“Sao anh 4y lai cé suy nghi nhu th&?”, Dun héi. “0? O, ddy chinh
14 gidc md ctia anh ay!”.

“Anh 3y gip van dé 3?”. “Sao? Van dé gi?”.
“Choéng em, ¥ anh 1 chdng em mdéi qua ddi sao?”.
“O, khéng, anh 4y khong qua doi.

Vg chdng em ly hon”. Pauline tra 15i.

“6, anh hiéu r6i”.

“Tui em chia tay 13 nim r6i”. Pauline néi. “Anh rat tiéc”. Dun néi
vdi Pauline.

“Khéng, anh khéng can phai an i em. Em khoéng sao dau”. Néi
xong Pauline lién xan mdt miéng banh kem thit cua. Thé r6i ba
néi giong diu dang: “Tui em chia tay trong hoa binh va rat than
thién, khong cai nhau hodc dua ra toa rum beng”.

“Um, nhung day 1a chuyén lam ta dau khd. Anh khéng ddm
tudng tuong, néu Mattie dé nghi ly hén véi anh, anh sé 1am gi.
Em c6 thé tin duge khong, tui anh chua tiing cii nhau 14n tiéng. Y
anh 13, tuy tui anh khong thudng thong nhat y kién, vi du nhu c6
ay thich chinh nhiét 6 cao hon, con anh di va md hoéi réi; hoic
c6 ay thich dén nhitng vii h6i ndo nhiét, con anh thich yén tinh.
Nhung tui anh chang bao gid vi thé ma cii nhau, cling chua bao
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gid hoi han vi di chon d6i phuong. Anh nghi chic minh 1a mét
ngudi dan 6ng hanh phiic, va thuc té, anh nghi minh dudc nhu
thé”.

“Phai”, Pauline néi, “qua that anh rat may main, nhung khéng
phai moi ngudi déu cé thé may man nhu anh”.

Bong nhién, Pauline thay minh dang bi viy btia bdi mdt bau
khong khi tram budn manh liét, tya nhu mét mang suong mit
day didc lang 1€ bao trum ca cin phong.

Bong nhién trong nha hang vang 1én mot tiéng ddng 16n lam
Pauline tinh ngudi. Khdng gian chot huyén ndo, tiép theo 14 tiéng
lodng xoang. Pudc thiic tinh vio ltc ndy qua 1a rat tot. Pauline
ngdi thang ngudi 1én, nhin qua vai Dun hudng vé trudc quay bar,
cO gai phuc vu cho ho lic ndy dang tit danh vao mat minh, trudc
mat 13 déng dia v6. “Thuong dé ¢i!”, Dun ndi, nhung Pauline lai la
1én: “Pling quay dau nhin”.

“Sao?”.

“Con gai Karen clia em tiing 13 nhan vién phuc vu nha hang dé
chi tr tién hoc phi trudng Luit. N6 bao khi vio nhi hang dung
bita, néu tinh cd gip ai d6 danh v ly tach bat dia, thi ditng nhin
ho, hiay ct vG nhu khong cé chuyén nay vay. Cha, c6 bé toi
nghiép, chic sé bi phat day!”.

“Anh con tudng thi gi nd tung chit”. Dun vita néi vita chuyén su
chi1y vé dia thit bd ctia minh. Ong lai cit mét miéng cho minh va
sau lung 6ng, ¢d phuc vu dang vén vay ngdi xudng don ché ly v&
vao mam. Pauline hdo hitc chd moi chuyén xay ra, con Dun lai
nhin ba. Lic nay Pauline phat hién cé mét tach ca phé trang &
gitia 16i di. Dun chgt héi: “Em cé dita con gai lam luét su u?”.
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“Vang”. Pauline tra 16i. Tach ca phé tring van nam & giita 16i di,
trong cin phong md tdi phat ra 4nh sang yéu 6t. Nhin tit géc d6
nay, chiéc tich tréong khéng bi v, ¢t nhu cé ai ¢b tinh dit né &
do. Pauline dang suy nghi c6 nén ndi vdi c6 phuc vu noi dé con
mdt chiée tich khong, nhung lai lo ¢d ta cho minh 1a nhiéu
chuyén. Thé 13, ba ép minh chuyén 4nh mit sang Dun, “Anh ddm
c4, chic chin em rat tu hao vé con gai”.

“Tu hao?”.
“Nha minh c6 mot luat suma!”.

“0, phai, nhung anh khoéng bao gid biét né 12 ngudi ctia gia dinh
em, né d6i ho thanh Antonczyk”.

“Sao con bé lai 1am thé&?”. Dun ditng lai héi.

“Chic day 13 moét thach thic!”. Pauline néi, “Pé 1a ho bén chéng
em, cé thé 13 hai hay ba ddi trudc, vé sau, ho gian lugc thanh
Anton, em chiang biét tit khi ndo con bé d6i tén cho minh, cé thé
goi day 1a sy truy tim ngon ngudn ching. Karen 1a thé, chi biét
nghi cho ban than”.

“M6t dita chau ctia Mattie cling thé”. Dun néi. “That sao?”.

“That, nhung né chi ddi tén, tit Peter thanh Rock”. Pauline nghi
mot Iic.

“Nguyén nhan ddi tén ctia né ciing gidng con gai em, con bao thé
nay nghe mét hon. Anh khéng biét, tém lai, ngudi trong gia dinh
déu rat budn, Mattie bdo rdi sé c6 ngay né ddi lai tén cii. Vé sau,
trong ddm tang cia Mattie, né néi véi anh, gid né da mudn d6i lai
tén cii, di Mattie néi ding. Ho déu tin c6 4y, ¢6 iy chang bao gid
quén sinh nhit chic mitng, Moi ngay 18 c6 ay déu géi thiép cho
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ho, Giang sinh, Phuc sinh, Lé tinh nhéin, Lé ta on, thdm chi ca Lé
quoc té lao dong”.

Ldc nay, anh mat cta Pauline luét qua Dun, ba thay moét déi vo
chéng gid budc vao nhia hang. Ho ding lai & chdé quay bar, cb
phuc vu Itic niy d3 khong con & 6. Ho nhin nhau, ngudi chong di
1én trude vai budc rdi quay dau nhin vo. Vg dng tréng cé vé do du.
Trong tay ngudi chéng cam mot chiéc nén ni. Khi di vao nha
hang, 6ng hoi hop xoay chuyén vanh mii va sau lung éng, ngudi
v can than budc di. Ngudi dan 6ng ting nhanh tdc d6, hinh nhu
6ng di chon ban sau lung Pauline nén nhim thang muc tiéu rao
budc nhanh, két qud dap phai chiéc tich ca phé mau tring.
Xoang! Mén d6 bang st v& tan tanh, nip tach ca phé xoay vong
trén mat dat phat ra tiéng lanh 1anh tya nhu tiéng kim loai va vao
nhau.

Nghe tiéng déng, c6 phuc vu chay voi dén. Hai vg chong gia ding
sting ngudi, tiép dé, ho ngdi vao ban ctia minh. Mit ngudi chong
day vé ngd vuc: sao lai xy ra chuyén xui xéo nay chd! Vé mit dé
lam Pauline thay budn cudi, nhung ba c¢d ging giit binh tinh,
diing tay bit 1y miéng. Pauline thay minh bat Iuc biét bao, giong
ba khan khan, tiép theo d6, nudc mit chay ra. Luc tach ca phé
vita bi dim phai, Dun cling cudi mét cai. Nhung sau d6 éng nhin
thang phia trudc, ctt nhu khong chu y thay Pauline dang khéc. C6
18, khong phai 6ng vo tAm, ma cd tinh 1am thé dé ba bét nguong
nguing. Dun lai bat dau néi chuyén: “Tham chi ngay Lé lao ddng,
anh ciing chang biét vao hdm iy minh sé phai lam nhiing gi.
Trude diy, moi ngudi thudng treo ling hoa trén nim dim ciia,
Mattie luén 1am thé. C6 iy luén mua vé mot dong gié may nhd
xinh dep, sau @6 cdm hoa 1én day. L& 1/5 nim nay, chic anh budn
chét dugc”.

Cudi cling Pauline cling binh tinh lai: “Chéc sé rat khé khin véi
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anh, chi 4y khéng & diy em ciing thay rat buén”. Sau d6 Pauline
lai néi nhiing 18i an Gi Dun, nhung y nghi ctia ba lai quay cudéng &
mdt noi khéc, ba lau nudc mit, gap khin tay lai, bat dau ti tit an
moén banh kem thit cua, cai bap va dau.

Lic Dun tién Pauline dén cfta nha, b mdi 6ng vao nha ngbi chai.
Thuc té, Pauline rat sg vao cian nha trong trai ndy moét minh. B
bén néi v4i Dun: “Anh vao nha choi chit nhé? Nha em van con
mdt it bdt cacao”. Pauline doan chic Dun thich uéng thit nay.

“BOt cacao?”, dng ndi: “Loai xay bang tay sao?”.
“Ving, hoan toan bang thii cdng”.

That ra bot cacao trong nha la loai tan nhanh, nhung 6ng sé
chang nhan ra dau.

Pauline mdi Dun vio ngdi trén ghé salon & phong khach, chd sau
khi 6ng c3i bd 40 khoic, ba mang dén cho 6ng mdt tach cacao, sau
dé ciing ngdi vao salon. Pauline chiang cé chut hing thu gi véi
Dun, hon nita, néu 6ng mudn ngdi gan hon, cé 18 ba sé thay rat
phan cam. Lic nay, nép nhin trén mit Dun lam Pauline ching
mudn néi chuyén chit ndo. Du thé, ba van té ra vui vé: “Thu vi
that! Lau r6i khéng vui nhu thé!”. Dun dua tach cho Pauline, bao
minh khong nén & lai mudn. Pauline néi: “Anh c¢6 nhé bai hat dé
khéng? Hinh nhu nd cé tén la ‘Hanh phuc chan chudng’! Hinh
nhu thé. Thoi gian em va chéng cii yéu nhau, em ludén nhé dén
bai hat 6. Tui em bit dau budi hen ho bang nu hén, sau dé tro
chuyén cho dén khi ca hai déu budén ngt! Trdi a, chic anh tudng
tuong dudc chit? Du ndi bao 1au, hinh nhu chung em cling khong
ndi hét dugc... Thé nén khi thay rat nhiéu d6i vg chdong khong
chiic nhau ngti ngon, em déu nghi dén bai hat nay. Anh biét bai
do chi?”.
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“Phai, di nhién”. Dun tra 18i: “Anh nhd rat rd”. Nhung 6ng vita néi
vua mac ao khoac chuan bi ra vé.

Pauline goi dién dén ky tiic x4 clia Pagan. Gid chi méi 9 gid, véi
Pagan, budi toi nhu vita mdéi bat dau, nhung ngudi nghe may la
mdt ciu bé khac. Nghe Pauline bdo mudn gip Pagan, cau bé nay
lién goi to vdi giong khan: “Anton? Anton? Pién thoail”. Mot ltc
sau, né néi véi Pauline: “Xin 16i, chic cdu ay ra ngoai rdi a!”.

“Puge, cam on”. Pauline néi, “Khi nio né vé, nhd chau nhin gitp
vdiné cb ba ngoai goi dién tim. Chang cé gi dic biét, ba chi mudn
trd chuyén véi né théi”. Pauline thay kha ning Pagan nhin dugc
18i nhan nay rat thiap, nhung ba vin nhan lai. Phai biét ring,
Pauline chang chiu néi ndi Pagan 3, nam nii song chung mot chd,
hanh lang luén phét ra tiéng nhac dinh tai. Nhung Pagan lai rat
vui khi dugc & dé.

Sau d6, Pauline lai goi cho Katie dé cdm on ba da chiéu dai ltc
trua. That ra, day chi 1a céi cd dé Pauline tim ai d6 tro chuyen
Katie néi: “O, ditng khach sdo thé... Sao anh yéu? Pauline goi dén”.
Nghe thé, Pauline biét diéu voi két thic cidu chuyén ngay. Thiét
tinh, Katie thadm chi ching hdi xem budi hen ho cfia ba thé nao.

Pauline lai goi cho Wanda. Ba dang nghi, minh cé thé néi vdéi
Wanda vé Marilyn: gid tinh hinh Marilyn sao rdi? Tai sao ba ay
van tréng cé vé dm yéu thé? Chac gid d3 khde hon nhiéu réi chir?
Nhung dién thoai reo mudi tiéng, van chang ai nghe may. Chac
ba dén nha con gai rdi, Wanda rat gan giii véi con minh.

Rat nhiéu nam trudc, khi bac si vat 1y tri liéu cia Michael di gitp
6ng tap van déng chin, 6ng tiing ndi v4i Pauline tha minh mac
chiing bénh nan y, nhu thé éng sé vui hon, vi éng chang can phai
tap luyén gi ca. Pauline rat bat man véi suy nghi nay. “Sao anh lai
c6 suy nghi thé chit!”, ba néi véi Michael. Nhung Michael lai néi:
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“Hon nita, anh cé thé thoat khdi moi budi tiéc cocktail, da hoi,
nhiing 1an viéng thim khéng ngling nghi cia nhitng ngudi nham
chan! Nhu thé, anh cé thé song khép minh lai, ma ciing ching ai
trach vi anh 1am thé”.

“That khong thé tudng tugng!”. Pauline néi vdi Michael, “Néu 1a
em, em tuyét doi khong 1am thél Em sé c6 giang tin dung thdi
gian con lai, em sé khiéu vii dén sdng! Em sé néi chuyén vdi tat ca
moi ngudil!”.

Pung, ho khac nhau thé ddy. Nhung két qua lai trai ngudc hin,
Pauline lai song mét minh, con Michael lai vui vé xay dung mét
gia dinh khéc, qua thit khéng cdng bang.

Nhung Karen titng tuyén bd véi giong diéu nlta diia nita thit
rang: “Nhin b6 me xem! B4 me ngdi bén ban in trong bép lam du
toan gia dinh trong thang nay, tinh toan tién gas, phan loai cac
phiéu rita xe mién phi va phiéu gidm gia giit thim. Hai ngudi
chang khac gi tac ra tit mot khuon”.

Pauline di mot vong trong nha, tat tit ca dén. Ba trd vao phong
ngu kéo ctra chdp réi thay 4o ngd. Ba mung rd phat hién trong
phong tim lai c6 nudc néng. C6 18, ba nén thit kem dudng da méi
mua.

Ba dua tay 1y cudn tap chi xem mot nita tdi qua roi 1at ra, gi day?
MOt bai viét hudng din cach sip xép thdi gian. O, phai, hém qua
minh xem dén day. Bai viét nay 1am ba doc thay budn ngt, chang
c6 gila, van dé ctia ba bay gid 1a 1am cach nao giét thdi gian. Ba 14t
qua trang sau, may trang tiép theo déu 14 quing cdo nudc hoa
danh cho nit, v8 da gitip gidm cin dep ding. Ba thay mit minh
rat ning né. Mot ngudi dan 6ng mic bd com 18 da tiéc dang deo
chudi ngoc trai 1én chiéc ¢6 tran ctia ngudi phu nii xinh dep; mét
nha dinh dudng hoc néi tiéng cho ring: trong rat nhiéu thuc
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phim déu an chita lugng calo rit cao, chang han trong sot xa
lach, b6t yén mach... b6t yén mach dugc goi la dinh dudng...

Pén khi ba tinh giac, trdi a, d3 sdng r6i? Khong, khong phai troi
sang, d6 1a 4nh dén. Ba thd dai, di tit dén. Pauline ndm dai trén
gudng, nhung ba khong ngd minh chang ngt dudc nita. Ba gidng
nhu mdt con ro6i, khi bi diat & dé thi nhim mait lai, c6 diéu, ba
chang mudn thé. Nam trén giudng, ba trd nén rat tinh tdo. Trudc
day Pauline tiing tht udng thudc ngl, nhung uéng roi ba lai thay
chéng mit vo cling, trang thai dé 1am ba bat luc va sg hii. Xem ra
c’t dé tu nhién sé an toan hon. Pauline trd ngudi, nam nghiéng,
sau d6 lai quay qua bén trai, bA mudn tim tu thé thich hop gitp
dua minh vao gidc ngi dé dang hon.

Nhiing suy tu 1am dém dai hon. Moi chuyén cil béng chéc hién
vé. Ba di chon cach séng sai 1am, 1am cudc séng cia minh réi
tung 1én. Ba d4 sai 1am khi 14y Micheal nén gid ba chang biét thay
d6i ra sao. Thé 13, ba chi c6 thé di tiép, ctt nhu ba dang song
nhiing thang ngay gian nan tya nhu ngudi dan ba danh da khac,
chit khéng phai 1a minh. Ba trd mat ding nhin ngudi minh yéura
di. Phai, ba yéu Michael, du ngudi dan 6ng nay la lua chon dung
hay sai, ba van yéu 6ng.

Nhung sao Michael lai r&i bd ba nhu thé?

Con ca Lindy. LAm me, Pauline phai yéu tit cd con minh nhung
ba thay Lindy 1a ngudi ba yéu quy nhat. Méi khi radio phat
nhiing khdc nhac xua - “Ban mudn dén San Francisco khéng?” -
ba déu khéc nhoa ca mat. Sao ba khéng thé bao vé tot cho Lindy.
Ba khong bao vé nd, khéng 6m chit 14y nd, tham chi khéng chd
né vé vao mdi téi nd ra khdi nha. Ba tiing rat bat luc, khéng biét
x1t Iy sy viéc nay nhu thé nao, vi thdi con gai clia ba vita don gian
lai an toan.
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Nhung rat nhiéu bac cha me déu thanh céng khi xtt Iy nhiing van
dé nay! Con ho khong bién mat nhu thé.

Trong thdi gian me ba bénh, 1& ra ba phai gitp bd nhiéu hon méi
phai. Sau khi me qua ddi, ba nén cting bd ra ngoai ding bita nhiéu
hon! Lé ra ba phai 4n can chu ddo hon véi nhitng ngudi than ctia
minh!

Pauline lai nhd dén me chong. 6 1a ngudi phu nii dé sg. BaA Anton
tiing noéi véi Pauline: “Dling cin me nhu thé, me sé tring gié
day”. Nhung Pauline d3 cin ba mét cai va néi: “Pudc théi. Vay gid
chiing ta gia thiét me trang gié roi, nam dudi dat khéng cua quiy
nita. Vay me cho con biét, con cé thé viit cudn tap chi nao trong
s6 d6?”. Nhiing lan cii va xa xua gid vang vong bén tai ba ching
sét mot chit, Pauline gidt minh ngdi phat day, diing mot tay bit
1ay mat.

Gio ba chgt nhd ra ngudi tro chuyén thiu dém vdéi ba khong phai
Michael? Phai, khéng phai Michael, ma 1a mét ai khac, mot ngudi
con trai ba dd quén tén da quen trudc khi gap Michael. Tham chi
Pauline ching con nhd ngudi d6 tréng thé nao, di nhién ba ciing
hoan toan khéng nhé ndi dung trd chuyén ctia ho. Piéu duy nhat
ba xac dinh dudc la: hai ngudi da khéng ngling tam su vdi nhau,
Pauline khong hé c6 don.
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Chuong 8

Mét bubi sdng Am u va lanh 18o vao thang 2 nim 1990, trdi
lanh dén muc déng bang chi trong mot dém.

George dang don sach bang chd kinh chan gié cia xe. Bdng nhién,
anh nghe thay tiéng xe khdi ddng gian d6. Anh nhin diy nha c6
kinh phia sau lung, trudc clta méi nha déu ddu moét hai chiéce xe.
Nhung chiéc xe x4 khéi den George chua tiing thay. D6 1a chiéc xe
Ford mau trang, tréng rat ning né, than xe ri sét, mot vai cho con
16m vao, lic chay né con phét ra tiéng ken két. George quay
ngudi, két thic cong viée, tién tay viat ciy dao cao ra hiang ghé
sau, ngodi vao tay 1ai, né may xe, roi 1ai xe ra khoi chd dau. Ca qua
trinh hau nhu khéng phat ra tiéng dong gi 16n. Xe clia George
hiéu Cadillac. Trong mit anh, Cadillac 13 loai xe quy phai duy
nhat trén thé gidi.

Khi George 13i xe dén phia Bic dudng Charles, bdng nhién xuit
hién mot chiéc xe buyt, anh phai voi dap thang ngay. Khi tinh cd
nhin qua kinh chiéu hiu bén phai, anh chot phat hién chiéc Ford
ltic ndy dang 3 sau anh. Clia sd xe cé vét ran nut rd nét, hai bén
clia s6 c6 4nh phan quang yéu 6t, c6 18 chiéc xe dé dua ngudi gitip
viéc dén nha minh! Cuéi ciing chiéc xe buyt cling ning né ludt
qua, George 1én ga, 1ai thang dén dudng Charles.

Vin phong ctia George 8 Towson, anh 1a pho chti tich ctia cong ty
Jennings Jensen nén cé chd diu xe riéng. George khda xe, khi
vong ra cdp l1ay chiéc cip ctia minh, anh bat ngd phat hién chiéc
xe Ford diu cich dé khéng xa. Chic 1a nham dudng. Pay 14 bai
dau xe chuyén dung ctia céng ty George, xe ngoai khong dudc
vao. Chiéc xe d6 dinh quay dau, con phat ra tiéng ken két, xem ra
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né chuan bi hudng vé dudng York. Phan sau clia chiéc Ford vénh
1én, trong rat ky quic. George quay ngudi di khoi, nhanh chéng
quén di chuyén nay.

Vai hém sau, George lai thay chiéc xe Ford d4, 1an nay né dau
cach vin phong anh mot con phé. Lic dé George vita cting khach
in trua xong. Bat ngd thay chiéc xe nay & day lam George lip bap
néi khéng nén 18i. Chic chan 13 nd, phan dudi xe ky quic, cop xe
toan vét 6 ri sét, trong bd dang nhu tiing gip tai nan. Nhung
trong xe chang cé ai.

Chiéu thit hai sau @9, trén dudng vé nha, George lai thay chiéc xe
d6 dau trén dudng Greenway, ndi day cach con phd nha George
kha gan. Lan nay, trong xe c6 ngudi. Thé 13, George gidm toc dd
mudn xem cho rd rét cudc tai xé& 13 ai. Tiéc ring chiéc xe sau
khong ngling bam cdi, anh bat Iuc danh tranh sang lan dudng
khic. Nhung anh cé nhin phét qua, tai xé 1a phu nit, khoang
ngoai 40, tréng khong gidng mot ngudi nguy hiém, nhung rat la.
That ra, dudi anh den luc d6, George nhin khong ro c6 ta, hon
niia, khi anh quan sat xe, mit ngudi phu nit quay sang hudng
khac. Nhung day 1a chuyén rat binh thudng, chang ai thich bi
theo doi ca.

George diu xe trudc clta nha, sau khi khéa xe anh lai vong ra cop
1ay chiéc cip. Ngay khi chuin bi budc vao nha, anh nghe thiy sau
lung cé tiéng thing xe. Khong hiéu sao, George bat gidc quay dau
nhin lai. N3o ngd mdt 1an nita anh thay chiéc Ford @4, 1an nay né
dang dinh diu ngay phia sau xe minh. That ra, ch6 dé di cho mét
chiéc xe hoi dau, nhung phai c6 gang dén ba lan chiéc Ford méi
vao chd dudc, hon niia xe con cach vé dudng dén 2 feet! George
ding ngay d6, tay xach cip ding nhin chim chim vao chiéc
Ford.

Ngudi phu nit trong xe bude xudng, di thang vé phia George. Sic
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mit ¢d nhot nhat, 4n mic xuénh xoang: khong khodac chéng lanh,
ma mic nhiéu 1ép 4o phdi lung tung mau, s6 4o nay kich c& bat
nhit, tréong chang chut gon gang. Dudi chin ¢6 mang d6i v§ dén
gbi bang 16ng cltu, chin mang ddi gidy da ni, cdch in mic rat
gidng phong cach Bohemia. Téc ¢6 den va thiang dén vai, George
cho rang ngudi 16n tudi néu con gii kidu téc niy qua rat gidng
phu thity. Mt ¢ mau niu, rat nhd nhung sang, tuy ding cach cé
mdt khoang, George nhung van thay dudc d6i mit long lanh d6.

Ngudi phu nit ditng lai 6 chd cach George vai feet, goi: “George?”.
Bdng chdc tim anh giit thét. “George Anton?”, c6 néi tiép.
George hit mot hoi that sau: “Lindy?”.

“Pung 1a em r6i!”. Ngudi phu nit kéu 1én, nhung dudng nhu cd
van chua xac dinh ngudi trudc mat minh cé phai George khéng.
C6 lai di vé trudc vai budc.

Bao l1an George d3 tham tudng tudng canh nay. Cudi cling ngay
d6 cling dén, anh rat budn vi gid minh di 45 tudi. Sudt thdi gian
qua, George déu tudng tuong diang vé dan gia di cfia Lindy,
nhung su tudng tugng dé rat mo ho. Anh chua tiing doan dudc
rang minh sé gip Lindy thé nay. M6t thuong nhan thap ngudi
béo tron, téc hoa ram, mic ao khoac nhung mau néau, tay xach
chiéc cip ding trude Lindy.

“Chi theo em may ngay rdi”, Lindy néi véi George: “Mong rang
chi khéng 1dm em sg. Chi nghi, chd dén khi minh cé dd can dam
mdi dén gip em”.

“Can dadm!”. George ndi: “Gdp em cling can can dam sao?”.

“Chi thay tén em trén danh ba dién thoai”.
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Hai tay Lindy ndm chit 1ay x4ch tay ctia minh. P4 14 chiéc xach
tay ma ngudi My thudng dung, loai tui vai dét bang may. Pung,
qua that c6 rit cing thang. “Chi cé tim bd va me”, c6 néi, “di
nhién 13 ca Karen... va clia hiéu tap héa nha Anton. Nhung moi
ngudi dau ca roi? Rot cude di xay ra chuyén gi?”.

George di dén trudc Lindy, anh dinh 6m hoic hén nhe 1én ma cé.
Nhung hanh d6ng nhu thé dudng nhu qua thin mat véi mot
ngudi phu nit di 14u khéng gip di ngudi d6 13 chi minh. Thé 13,
George nim tay cd, néi: “Chi vao nha ngbi choi chiit nhé?”.

L& ra Lindy nén tiép tuc cau hdi vita rdi, nhung lai théi, cé 18 ban
than Lindy cfing sd phai d6i dién véi cau tra 16i. Nham pha tan
bau khong khi im ling, George ¢d tinh di chdm hon thudng ngay.
Anh diu Lindy c4n than di qua nén gach trudc clta bi ré ciy dun
1én. Luc di, giay ctia Lindy phat ra tiéng dic biét. Trén ngudi cd
cling phat ra tiéng leng keng, Lindy thich loai trang stic bang kim
loai khéng may quy gia.

Khi George ma ctia, tiéng chudng chdng trdm chgt vang 1én, Am
thanh nay 1am anh thay nhe ca 16ng: Sally va Samantha déu vang
nha. Thuc té, gid anh rat can mot khong gian yén tinh dé cé thé
tro chuyén vdi Lindy. George dat chia khda trén tt sach, di qua
phong khach bam mit mi, sau @6 quay ngudi goi Lindy: “Chi vao
di”, anh ndi, “can em tim cho chi chiéc 40 khoac khong?”.

Lindy khoéng tra 16i. C6 diing dé nhin quanh nha George: trén
tudng treo chiéc tham théu George va Sally mang ti Florence vé,
clia s6 6 hinh cung, canh clta thong dén cic phong kiéu Phép.
Tran nha treo chudi dén hinh tru bang thiy tinh, roi ngay trén
mai téc mudi tiéu clia cb. Dan dan, nét mit cb diu di, moi géc
canh sic bén trén guong mit d6 dudng nhu boéng choc bi mai
mon. George cdm thay Lindy nhu vita dudc bao boc bdi 18p keo
mém. Nhung giong ¢d van ctng thé, ra vé “chang mang ban
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tAm”. T ltc nhd, George di nhd rd dic trung nay ctia Lindy. “Ché
nay rat tuyét!” Lindy néi vdi George, giong diéu nghe nhu oan
trach gi dé, George chot cam giac rat quen thudc.

“Chung ta vio trong tim chd thoai mai ngdi néi chuyén nhé!”,
George dé nghi.

George di phia trudc Lindy, m3 dén trong nha. Lindy theo sau
anh, vio phong khéch, ¢6 ngbi phich xuéng ghé salon, George
ngdi trén chiéc ghé dua doéi dién c6, chinh giita ho 1a chiéc ban
kiéng thap nhd. George dua vai ra sau, nhu thé trong bung anh sé
nho hon.

Di1 thé, Lindy vin néi: “Em thay d6i rat nhiéu”. “O, phai, em luén
muon tham gia mot...”.

“Em 13 dta cudi cting rdi khdi nha sao?”, ¢6 héi, “Em ndi di, chi
phii biét”.
George tra 16i: “Khong, di nhién khong phai”. “Nhung trong danh

ba dién thoai...”.

“6, danh ba dién thoai”, George néi, “Karen ddi ho r6i, Antonczyk,
nén chi khéng tim thay tén né dau. Con bo, tu sau khi ly hén véi

”»

me...”.
“Ly hén!”, Lindy kéu 1én.

“T{ sau khi bd me ly hon, b6 lai tai hon, sau d6 chuyén dén song &
nha vg, nén trong danh ba cting khong cé...”.

“Thé con Pagan?”, bdng nhién Lindy héi. “Pagan rat tot”.

Mii dén khi Lindy cudn tron vao ghé salon, George mdi vy thiic
dudc tu thé ngdi ctia b 13 két qua ctia viéc qua cing thang. Lindy
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noéi tiép: “Né rat tot sao? Cé khde khong? N6 song cé vui khong?
Moi chuyén déu 6n chu?”.

“Phai, né rat 6n. Nhung, em dang dinh néi véi chi...”. “B6 me nudi
nd sao? Bo me luén 3 bén nd sao?”.

“0, phai, khéng, tm... y em 14 b3 me khéng ludn 3 bén né, nhung
bo me cham séc nd rat tét. Trong danh ba, chac tén bd gan chung
vditén di Anna, hon ntia...”.

“Anna Grant? Ban cap III ctia me?”. “Em khéng nghi chi biét di

ay”.
“Hoi con song G St. Cassian, di 4y ¢ dén tham chiing ta mot 1an.
Di ay con cho chung ta mdt hop s6c6la con rua”.

“Em chang nhd gi cd”. George ndi.
“B6 me ly hon vi Anna sao?”.

“Khéng, khong, trdi a, di nhién 1 khéng, bd me di ly hén khodng
6 - 7 nim trudc d4”, George diing mot ltic dé suy nghi k§ xem nén
néi gi tiép theo, “phai, con clta hiéu tap héa nha Anton, liic dau bo
chuyén né dén viing ngoai 6, hon niia d6i ca tén, sau d6, bo lai
ban né cho Coéng ty Thuc pham Thé Gidi, 13 chuyén clia may nim
trudc roi...”.

“Bd ghét Cong ty Thuc pham Thé Gidi nhat ma! Bd bao clta hiéu
nhiéu chi nhanh sé cé ngay thiéu chay chiing ta!”. “... Thé nén gid
chi khéng tim thay ctta hiéu tap héa nha Anton trén danh ba”,
George ndi tiép, “coOn me, Utm...”.

Anh nuét nudc bot.

“Me, Utm, thuc su, me di qua ddi”. George ap ung.
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N6i xong ciu nay, George cam thay bau khéng khi gitta minh va
Lindy nhu v& vun. Anh rat h6i han vi minh khéng tim dugc cach
biéu dat thich hop hon, chi it khéng lam Lindy quéd dau budn. C6
18 anh nén néi tranh néi gidm, it ra cé thé gitp Lindy tam thoi diu
long.

“Me gap tai nan giao thong”, George néi, “khi 1ai xe vao mot con
dudng hoang, d61lanam 1987, thang 3 nam 1987”.

Lindy néi: “Me chét rdi?”. C6 tron mat.

“Luc dau canh sat cho rang me say rugu”, George ndi, “hoic than
tri khéng minh man gi dé. Ho nghi ngudi binh thudng khéng thé
mac sai sé6t ndy, mai vé sau, chiing em giai thich véi canh sat cach
14i xe trudc gid ciia me”.

George cudi nhe mét cai, nhung Lindy chang cé chit phan tng.
“Vay Pagan, em bao Pagan rat dn, ding khéng?”, cd héi khé.
“Phai, Pagan rat on, Lindy”.

Trong 18i ndi clia George 16 v& mat nhan nai. Lindy liéc nhin anh
mdt cai, Anh mit vé nghiém nghi. George hodng loan ctii dau, ha
thap giong nhu bién minh: “Gig chi méi quan tam may chuyén
nay, mudn qua roi!”.

Lindy ctt thé nhin George.

“Em thay thé&”. M6t lic sau, George noi tiép.

Lindy m& xach tay ctia minh ra, luc tim gi d6. C6 14y ra mét chiéc
vi da cong, mét chum chia khda xau trén sgi diy d6 va mét manh

béo cit xép nhdé nhu tdm danh thiép.
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George nghi tham: day 14 chi Lindy that su sao, ngudi chi suét
bao nim qua mat tich day u? Gid chi 4y mang d6i giay da mau
nau dé ni, trén mdt chiéc gidy con dinh vai 14 cAy mau nau li ti.
Chi ay 14i chiéc xe Ford nhiing nim 60, mdt gt trén 4o budc bang
chi.

Lindy m& manh bao cit r6i bat dau doc, George thay minh bi bao
trum bdi mdt bau khong khi ngdt ngat.

“Pay r6i”, Lindy néi va dua manh bio cho George. George thay
trén bdo c6 moét tdim anh den tring md md, trong anh cé hai
ngudi dan 6ng, mdt ngudi rat 16n tudi cé rau, ngudi kia rat tré.
Nhin moét lic, George mdéi nhin ra ngudi thanh nién tré chinh 1a
Pagan. Bén dudi tdm anh 13 dong chi:

Tién si William Gramble nha tdm 1y hoc va Pagan Anton, ngudi bdo
vé cho tré em va gia dinh dang tién hanh thdo ludn diém ldi va hai
cta ban du thdo ldp phdp hién nay.

“Em c6 chil y thay cach sip xép cau khdng?” Lindy héi. “Cach sap
xép cau?”, George khong hiéu.

Lindy git gli, mim cudi.

“Um”, George néi: “phai, em nghi, Pagan chic chi méi 25 tudi...”.
“Y chi 14 cach ho ngit ciu, cé 18 chd nay nén cé mét dau cham
phay, nhu thé doc ¢t nhu ho ndi Pagan 1a dita con mai mai vay,
em khong thay thé sao?”.

Lindy cudi ra tiéng, ro6i dua tay 1dy manh bio. Thit ra, George van
chua doc xong ndi dung bai viét, nhung anh cé cadm gidc nhu
Lindy muon lay lai t& bao, anh ben dua né lai cho cé.

“Chi thay bai bio nay trén ban”, Lindy néi, “thé gidi qua thit la
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ky, ding khéng? Suét bao nim nay chi luén nhdé né va cd ging
quén no di... Oi, di nhién lic ddu khéng phai thé, mai dén khi chi
t6i té han di. Roi sau d9, chi chang nhd gi ca, nhung chi biét, sau
khi chi két hon,... bAn thin anh iy cé hai da con, lic bon chi
quen nhau khi chi vin & trong c6ng xi. Chic em chua nghe néi
dén cong x3, nhung chi da phuc hdi & noi d6. Henry dén day to
chiic mo6t hoi tho, Iltc dé anh ay 14 thay gido cap Il day tiéng Anh,
gid tui chi séng 3 Loudoun County”.

“Loudoun County? G Virginia?”, George hai.

Lindy git dau: “Phai, nim ngoai bon chi chuyén dén dé. O, trédi a,
em biét khong, moi chuyén déu 1a su trung hop. Mot cd hdi 1am
viéc ngiu nhién, gid day, con clia Henry déu 16n ca réi... Nhung
diéu chi mudn néi 13, anh ay cé hai dda con, mot dia 6 tudi va
mot dia 9 tudi. Lic dau, chi biét, ching chi 13 gdnh ning véi chi
thoéi. Nhung dan d3, chi phat hién minh thich chiing va... bat dau
yéu chiing. Diéu thu vi 1a: ngay khi moi chuyén vita méi bat dau,
ngay khi chi ndy sinh tinh cdm vdi hai dia bé khéng c6 quan hé
mau mu, chi chgt phat hién minh ngay cang nhdé Pagan. Chi nhé
né da diét! Chi tudng minh sip chét, may dia tré cang lam chi
nhd Pagan dién cudng. Phai, chi biét minh khéng c6 quyén lam
thé, gid né da cé cudc song riéng. Chi thé chi sé khéng dén gan no,
nhung...”.

No6i dén day, Lindy bdng nhién quay dau nhin cham cham chiéc
dén st bén trai minh. Ltc dau, George tudng chiéc dén lam cb
chi ¥, vé sau anh méi y thiic dudc Lindy dang lau nudc mat. Sau
vai phut im ling ning né, Lindy quay sang ndi véi George: “Sau
d6 chi phat hién thay bai viét nay”.

“Em hiéu”. George noi.

“Chi dang don ban cho Henry dé choi bai mét minh. Lic d6 trén
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ban cé mdt sd bai bio cit ra lién quan dén gido duc. Chi nhét
chung vao ngin kéo ctia Henry, két qua chi thay cai tén Pagan
Anton trén mot bai bao”.

Lic nhic dén tén Pagan Anton, Lindy néi rat cham va rd dé bay
to su chd tAm ctia minh. George hang giong.

“Ngay khoanh khic nhin thay tén noé, chi tudng 1a minh hoa mait,
chi tudng minh dang md. Nhung nhin tdm anh ding kém, chi
biét d6 chinh 13 Pagan - chi né mdi cé mai téc kiéu Mexico, giong
hét nhu bd né. Chi héi Henry 8 diu cé bai bdo ndy, nhung anh ay
bao khoéng biét, hiéu trudng & trudng dua cho anh, trong mét tap
ho so. Chi lai doc ki bai bao, nhung chang chiit manh mdi. Lic dé
chi néi: ‘Pagan 13 ngudi bao vé tré nhd va gia dinh! Sao thé dugc,
em khoéng tin. Ngudi lam trong td chiic 6 cé xuit hién trén trang
vang khéng?’. Vi dao trudc, chi thi tim tén né trén trang vang
ctia Baltimore. Trdi a! Chi hét nhu mét ba dién! Nhung, chi lai tim
thay em, khéng phai Karen, khong phai me hoic bd...”.

Lindy lai rung rung nudc mat, nhung 1an nay c6 khéng ngoanh
mit di, ma nhin thing George. “Trong mit chi, gia dinh van nhu
Itc chi bd di”, ¢d ndi, “me vin mic chiéc vay ngin, bd cd ngay
nhu cé thll 0dn v4i may cit cd, con em va Karen van 13 hai dta
bé”.

“Pagan van con & Baltimore”. George budt miéng néi. Lindy yén
lang nhung kién dinh nhin anh.

“Vi Pagan sdng trong trudng ndi né 1am viéc, nén tén né khong
nam trong danh ba. Né md 16p 4&m nhac thuc nghiém cho tré em
mac chiing tu ky. N6 két hon roi, véi c6 ban gai Gina thdi dai hoc,
hon nita, chiing da cé mot dia con”.

“Chi 1am ba r6i!”. Lindy ndi, “Vay, né cé hin chi khong?”. Néi
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xong, c6 dung lai mot Itc.
“N6 chua mét 1an nhic dén chi”. George néi.

George dudng nhu y thiic dudc cach ndi ciia minh qua thit lam
Lindy t6n thuong, thé nén anh voi b6 sung: “That ra, em ciing
khoéng ré 1am, ai ma biét dudc chi? Lic dé né con rat nhd, em
khoéng chic né con nhé chi khéng, hoic, cé 1é... né van con nhd”.
George lai tiép: “Khi bé me dén né vé, ho ching néi gi véi né... nd
1a dwa tré rat.. rat yén tinh, thudc mau ngudi kiém 18i cling
chang may khi nghe ngudi khac néi”.

Nhiing dta tré mic chiing tu ky? Thuc té, George luén nghi dé
chinh 12 mét nghé chang ra gi, chi it chang phai cong viéc tét.

“Nhung dan da Pagan ciing ngoan hon, chdng han nhu né thudng
cling me...”. George néi, “em nhd lic dau, né hoan toan ngd 1d su
ton tai cla me, nhung vé sau, mdi 1an me r&i khéi nha, né déu rat
budn, khi me vé, né lién td ra rat thoai mai”.

“R0Oi n6 dan thich tng?”.

“O, phai! Tl tit, né thich tng véi cude séng clia nd, sau do, trd
thanh mét da bé binh thudng”.

Di1 George chiang biét giai thich chuyén nay thé nao, nhung anh
van tiép tuc ndi: “Viéc duy nhat em khong thé xac dinh 1a: né cé
nhd chi hay khéng. Vi thinh thodng, dudng nhu em c6 cdm giac...
Utm, em xin 16i néi thé, thuc té...”.

Sao George lai néi thé? Nhung dudng nhu anh phai cé mot két
luin cho dé tai minh néu ra: “Em luén cadm thay, dudng nhu né
khoéng mudn mét ai nhic dén chi, dudng nhu né dua ra lénh cim
v6 hinh cho moi ngudi, tuy thinh thodng em khéng biét tai sao
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nd lam thé”.

George noi xong, 1én nhin Lindy mot cai, c6 khéng khoc nita ma
yén ling nghe anh ndi. “Di nhién, rat c6 thé moi chuyén chi 1a su
ngd nhin clia em”. George bo sung.

Lindy t ra bat lyc: “Chi khéng biét minh mong muén chuyén gi:
muén né nhd chi, hay mudn né quén han chi di. Me con chi tiing
gan gilii thé, cing 1dm moi viéc! Me con chi tiing cé nhau thé,
nhung mot khi...”.

C6 lai nhin chiéc dén st d6, 1an nay 1au hon. “Mot khi chi bé lai né
trén cau thang...”.

“Oi, dugce rdi, dudce rdi, chi yéu”. George d6i tu thé ngdi trén ghé,
“Troi a, em biét chi cling chang dé dang gi... Oi, tai sao, sao lai xay
ra chuyén thé nay! Troi a, du thé nao, bé di...”.

“Em sao roi George?”, Lindy héi. “Em u?”.
“Em két hon chua? Em cé con khéng?”.

“A? Di nhién 13 rdi, Sally sé vé ngay théi, phai, c6 ay sé vé ngay”.
George mong mau két thiic cudéc chuyén trd nay. Anh thay minh
va Lindy di cé du thdi gian bén nhau. “Tui em c¢6 mot dia con
trai, né & Princeton; va mdt ¢d con gai dang hoc cip III. Hién em
lam pho cht tich mdt céng ty, chuyén gitp cac cong ty khac sat
hdp, chila cong viéc lam dn nho théi”.

“Gitp coéng ty khac sat hop”. Lindy lip lai 1an nita. George nhin
c6, nhung Lindy hau nhu chi muén nhd 1ay cum ti nay, chu
khong cé v gi khac. “H6i nhé em titng 1dm md hinh may bay bang
gidy”. Lindy néi véi George.
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George cudi: “Lau roi em khong lam”.
“Thé con Karen? Con bé két hon roi chit?”.

“Khoéng. N6 1a mdt luat su thanh céng day! Hinh nhu Karen dang
phu trach nhiing vu kién lién quan dén ngudi khong c6 nha 3...”.

Thuc té, George luén mong 18i minh néi cé thé thu hut su cha v
cua L1ndy Anh ludn c6 gang nhic nhd Lindy, that ra Karen cung
chang may thanh cong Nhung duang nhu mic George néi thé
nao, cd déu té vé chang quan tim 1a may.

George van chua ndéi xong, Lindy chot 1én tiéng: “George, goi dién
thoai gitup chi cho né dugc khéng?”.

N6 1 ai, George hoi.

“Chi xin em!”, Lindy néi: “Néu né mudn, néu né khong phan doi,
chi nghi minh cé thé néi véi nd vai cau”.

“Dudc”. George tra 10i.

“Chi rat sg, chic né khdng gic may ngay khi nghe thay giong chi
chu!”.

George chang tim dudc 1y do gi dé tit chdi, nhung trong long anh
chang muoén lam thé chut nio. “Pudc théi, Lindy”.

George diing day, ndi vdi Lindy: “Pién thoai trong phong khach”.
“®”, Lindy git diu, nhung vin ngdi trén ghé salon. Sau d6, cb
cham rai, tua nhu mot ngudi phu nit rat béo tron, thu don xach

tay, nhac ngudi ra khéi ghé salon, tim chit nhiing 16p 4o. “Chi sg
qua”, c6 ndi véi George, “Lam thé cé dudng d6t 1am khong?”.
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Anh khong tra 16i, dua c6 qua sanh trudc.

Pén phong khach, George md dén, Lindy ngdi trén chiéc ghé
thudc da, sau d6 anh nhac 6ng nghe. Pay 1a chiéc dién thoai kiéu
mdi nhat, cé chitc ning quay s6 tu déng, nhung George lai mi tit
vé may chiic ning nay. Ngudc lai, Sally rat thanh thao, thiAm chi
con cai dit sdn tat ca cho George. Anh chi can nhan mét nut thi
c6 thé goi dién thoai. Trude mit Lindy, anh thay diung dién thoai
nhu thé ctt nhu 1a dang khoe ctia: nhin xem, chi it em cé the lién
lac véi con chi ma chang tdn chtt stic luc! Thuc té, ngudi giit lién
lac thudng xuyén véi moi ngudi trong nha khéng phai anh ma la
Sally. Du thé no, dién thoai di két ndi, hon nita chinh Pagan
nghe may. George c6 ging lam giong minh nghe ¢4 vé than thiét
va tu nhién. “Chao, Pagan, cau day”.

“Ciu George? Chuyén gi thé a?”.

Véi ngudi nha Anton, dién thoai luén ham nghia tin xau, qua néi
lo ling trong giong ndi clia Pagan cé thé hiéu rd diéu dé. €6 1é tin
Pauline qua doi 1am ho cé 4c cAm véi dién thoai. Thé rdi George
c8 tinh gidm chim t8c do néi lai: “O, khong, khéng cé gi, thit ra
ciing chang phai chuyén gi to tat. N6i thé dudng nhu chiang may
thich hgp, nhung...”.

George nghe tiéng nhip tim d4p thinh thich cia minh. Con Lindy,
ngdi trén ghé siét chit xach tay, cb trong cing thang dén nbi tay
16 r6 nhiing duong gan xanh.

“... CAu c6 chuyén nay muén néi véi chau, cé 18 1a chiu sé bat
ngd”. George ndi tiép: “0, chic gid chau khéng doan dugc ai dang

ngobi d6i dién vdi cau”.

“Me chau”. Pagan binh than néi.
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George rat ngac nhién: “Sao chau biét?”. Lindy nging dau nhin
George.

“Khéng, chau khong biét”. Pagan tra 18i: “Nhung, ngoai me ra con
ai chua?”.

“O, phai, ding thé. Viy, chiau cé6 mudén néi chuyén véi me
khong?”.

“Vang”. Pagan tra 1Gi.

George dua 6ng nghe cho Lindy, sau dé ding diy chuin bi ra
ngoai. Pén khi anh sap ra khéi phong, Lindy méi néi dude mot
cau: “Chao con”.

George di di lai lai 6 hanh lang clta vao mot luc, anh nghe tiéng
Lindy vong ra tit phong khach: “O, me rat khde. Con, con khoe
Khong?”.

Trd vao phong khach, George lai ngdi vao chiéc ghé Idc niy, thi
ngudi nhin tran nha. Véi George, tit ci déu tua nhu mot gidc md.
Anh c6 ging tim kiém trong ky tc minh nhitng théng tin lién
quan dén Lindy: mot cd gai rat gy, an tuong siu sic nhat trong
anh 1a dau gdi va canh tay ctia Lindy, hoic chi a4y duing dau goi dé
1ay va bo qua ngudi anh, hoic dung canh tay chéng anh sang mét
bén, phia dudi dau gbi chi luén cé vét thuong. Téc chi ludn rdi
nui, hét nhu mot ddng rom, dit me cé chai thé nao, téc chi van
luén nhu thé...

Anh nhd minh va Lindy luon gianh giat nhau du dé la thu gi, mét
vién keo hoic moét cudn truyén nhd. “Chi 1ay trude mal”, 1an nao
Lindy cling néi thé, con George ludn la 1én: “Thé 13 khéng cdng
bang!”. Sau d6, me lién quat: “Ditng lai ngay, hai dita nay!”. Dudng
nhu anh lai thay Lindy choi tro thay gach trén via hé trudc clta
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hiéu, 1tc thi ném ra bon cai, khi thi ném ra nim cai. Lindy luén
tap trung chim chi, két qua dau ngoén tay chi dé lai rat nhiéu
theo. Anh nhé cin phong ngi ma anh va Lindy nam. Pé 14 cin
nha trén dudng St. Cassian. Anh, Lindy va Karen & cing mét can
phong, trude @6 1a phong ctia bd me, trude d6 nita 1a phong ctia ba
ndi. Lic 4y, George va Lindy ngt giudng d6i, con Karen nam
trong ndi. Mdi 1an dén t6i, Lindy luén thd thé ké chuyén bén tai
George:

“Ngay xtta ngay xua, cdn nha nay cé mot ngudi dan 6ng mu, sau
d6 6ng Ay chét ngay diy, em cé biét chuyén nay khéng?”. Lan nao
George cling dung hai tay bit chit 1ay tai, nhung moét Itic sau, anh
budng tay xudng, vita sg vita td mo héi Lindy: “Sau d6 thé nao?”...

Cd 1é ngudi phu nit dang trong phong kia 1a gid mao. Luc nay, clia
sap manh lai, tiép d6 vong ra tiéng clia Sally: “George?”. Anh nghe
thay tiéng gét gidy Sally di 16c cdc trén san nha, tiép dé cb xuit
hién & ctta phong khach.

George thiy nhu c6 dén tit mét hanh tinh khac: mai téc mau
vang kim éng 4nh, hai ma tng dd, c6 chiéc 4o khoac 16ng clttu
dung cao 1én, che 1ay phan dudi mit. “George, Samantha vé chua?
Em quén néi véi con bé... Sao thé?”.

“Gi ma sao thé?”, George hdi. “Sao anh nhin em nhu thé?”. “Anh
c6 nhin gi dau!”.

“George, xay ra chuyén gi viy?”.

“Khoéng, chiang xay ra chuyén gi cd”. George tu tit ding day, ndi
16ng ca vat: “Khoéng cé gi, nhung anh nén ndi em biét mot
chuyén, Um, Lindy dén nha”.

“Lindy nao?”. “Lindy, chi anh”.
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Sally sting sot nhin George: “Trong nha ching ta sao?”.

“Phai, chi 4y dang ndi chuyén dién thoai véi Pagan trong phong
khach”.

Lic nay, Lindy di dén hanh lang & ctta vao, dting phia sau Sally.
Sally quay ngudi sang.

“Sao thé?”, George hdi.

Nhung Lindy dudng nhu khéng nghe thay 16i George néi, ma
dung ngay ngudi nhin Sally. George y thiic dugc minh nén gidi
thiéu hai ngudi 1am quen. Bdng nhién, Sally nhio dén ché Lindy,
nam lay tay c6: “Oi, chi Lindy, troi al Tot réi! Em vui qua! Phai, em
14 Sally, vg George. That day, gip chi em rat vui!”.

Trudc gid, Lindy rat ghét ngudi ctt chuyén bé xé to, thAm chi me
ho 1am thé ciing khién c6 khé chiu. Nhung hém nay, c6 chang
ban tadm chuyén d6 chut nao.

“Chi dén 1au chua? Chi tit dau tdi? Sao chi tim dugc ching em?”,
Sally hdi mét hai. C6 ngdi ngay canh Lindy, 40 khoac van chua
cdi ra, nén trong c¢d nhu khach dén choi nha vay. “Em trai chi
trong thé nao? Chi con nhan ra anh iy khong? Hai chi em khéng
gidng nhau cho 1dm, chi thay sao? Em nghi, chi giéng véi 6ng nodi
hon!”.

George ndi: “Sally, anh nghi chting ta nén nghe Lindy ké chi ay
viua néi gi véi Pagan”.

“0, em xin 181, em ct néi luén miéng niy gid!”. Sally néi 16n. Sau
d6 c6 ngbdi thang ngudi, hai tay dan vao nhau, nghiém tic chd
Lindy ké.
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Lindy néi: “O, dugc”.

“Chic cadm déng 1dm!”, Sally néi véi Lindy: “That khé tudng
tugng! Sudt bao nim nay, cudi cling, phai, chic me con chi cé rat
nhiéu chuyén dé néi”.

“Cling khéng phai”. Lindy ndi.

“Viy chac hai me con bat ngd 1dm, nén xdc ddng néi khéng nén
1Gi?”.

“Trdi a, Sally, dé chi 4y néi dudc khéng?”, George kéu 1én.

Sally gidt minh, nhung Lindy ndi ngay: “Khéng sao dau”. Méi
Lindy dudng nhu khoéng ctt dong, vé mit ¢d cting dd chang cé
biéu cam gi, “Giong ndi ctia né khac trudc, chuyén nay chi khong
nghi dén - né khéng con ndi chuyén nhu ltic nhé nita, ma rat rd
rang va ngot ngao”. “Né ndi nhiing gi?”, Sally hdi, sau dé cé lién
nhin George mot cai.

“Pagan rat 16 phép, né hdi chi sdng thé nao, né bao rat vui khi biét
tin vé chi, né bao né két hon rdi... Chi néi véinéd ‘Con thay sao néu
me con ta gip nhau?. N6 trd 16i ‘Gip nhau? O, Um, con thiy
khong hay cho 1dm. Con thay hinh nhu khéng can thiét, me nghi
sao?”.

Sally néi: “Khoéng can thiét?”.

“Um, em nghi 1a em hiéu dugc Pagan”. George néi. Hai ngudi phu
nit déu nhin anh.

“Y em 13", George b6 sung: “Hai ngudi nghi xem, chinh 1a... hoan
canh bay gig”.

“Khoéng, em khong hiéu”, Sally quay sang néi vdéi Lindy, “em
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mong chi ¢é thé thuyét phuc né, Lindy”.

“Khong, chi khéng 1am thé, chi néi véi né ‘Pude. Nhung, néu nhu
Iic nao @6 con mudn gip me, me cd cho ciu George s6 dién thoai
clia me roi”.

“Vita ndy né van chua kip y thic di xay ra chuyén gi”, Sally néi
vé kién dinh, “né 13 da tot bung, hdy tin em, né rat tot. Cé diéu
moi chuyén qua d6t ngbt véi nd, chd nd binh tinh lai, né sé goi
dién cho chi, that day. Mot thoi gian ngan théi, dién thoai nha chi
sé dd chudng”.

“Khéng, chi nghi né khéng 1am thé dau”. Lindy néi xong lién
khodc 40 vao: “Chi nghi, chi nén vé”.

“Bay gid sao? Chi em ta vita mdi gap thoi ma!”, Sally néi 16n.
“Chéng chi dang chd 3 nha”.

“Chi két hon roi a? Gid chi séng 3 ddu? Em van chua biét gi ca!”.
“George sé ké vdi em, chi thiy rat mét, nén chi vé day”. Lindy
ding diy, hai tay ndm chit 1ay xach tay, budc tit tit ra clta, dang
cd di tréng rat bi thuong.

“Khoan da”. George goi.

Lindy ditng budc, nhung khéng quay dau lai.

“Thé con bd va Karen? Chi khong dén thim ho sao?”. “Dé hém
khac vdy”. Lindy tra 16i.

Bong nhién George c6 mdt cAm gidc rat quen thudc, bat luc va
khé xit: “Chi van 1a chi!”.
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Sally néi véi Lindy: “O! Ho déu rat néng 1ong mudn gip lai chi! Vo
chdng em goi dién d& ho dén day choi mot Itc ciing dudc! Chi mot
ltc thoi, vai phut théi. Puge khong?”.

“Em biét day”, Lindy néi véi Sally: “chi qua thit rat mét, chi xin
16i. Em 14 ngudi t6t, nhung gid chi chi mudn vé nha, sau dé 1én
giudng ngl. George, so dién thoai clia chi & trén ban, néu Pagan
mudn tim chi. Nhung... né sé khéng 1am thé dau”.

Chuyén ky la nhat ciing bat cong nhat 14 moi ngudi déu vi thé ma
trach George. Sally bdo anh qud bi dong, tham chi lic Pagan tu
chdi Lindy, dudng nhu anh rat vui. “Anh xin em!”. George néi:
“Nghe anh di. Ai goi dién cho Pagan ch? Ai bdo v4i Pagan 1a cé
ngudi muodn néi chuyén véind”.

“Em thé khi anh nghe Lindy bao Pagan khéng mudn gap chi a ay,
anh thay rat vui. Nghe thit xem liic @6 anh néi sao: ‘O, em nghi,
em c6 thé hiéu dudc vi sao né lam thé’. (Luc gid giong George,
Sally c6 tinh khoa truong thém 1én. Anh va Pagan 1a cling mot
rudt! Anh ciing thay Pagan khong nén gip Lindy. Chinh 13 thé,
anh 1a ngudi khong bao gid thu tha cho nguci khac, George
Anton”.

“Em 2", George 16n giong vdi Sally, “nim ba tudi Pagan di bi me
bd roi! Em tudng sau hon 20 nim, né vain mudn ndi gi véi me néd
sao?”.

“Nhung gid né khong phai dita tré ba tudi nita!”. Sally néi: “Né da
25 tudi roi! N6 di cé chuyén néi véi Lindy, di chi y biét né gisn
chi 4y biét bao! Gid anh nén goi cho Pagan, ngay bay gid, George,
bao né dén day. Ltic d6 anh khéng nén réi khéi phong, cé 1é Lindy
rat hoi hdp, nén 15161 gi d6”.

“Anh mudn cho ho khéng gian riéng tu, Sally”. “Khéng gian riéng
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tu? Pay 1a suy nghi cia anh? Sy thit 13, anh cling nhu bé! B6 con
anh nghi ring lanh nhat 13 diéu t&t nhat!”.

B&? B6 anh mdi 1a ngudi khong ddng dudc tha thit nhat trén ddi!
Thai d6 ctia 6ng van nhu bao ndm nay. Khi George goi dién cho
6ng, 6ng hoi: “Né cé bao khi nao vé khong? Sao lic dé con khoéng
néi bé biét? Lé nao con nghi bé khéng mudn gip néd sao?”. Biéu
hién ctia 6ng hoan toan giong mot ngudi khéng vui vi bi che gidu
su that, chtt ching y thiic dude ring minh di khoéng lam tron
trach nhiém day dé con céi cia moét ngudi cha. Piéu 6ng nghi
dugce chi 1a: “Né c6 nhic dén bd khong? N6 cé hdi bo gid thé nao
khéng?”.

“Di nhién, chi ay cé hdi”. George tra 10i. Thuc té, hoic it hoic
nhiéu, Lindy d cé nhic dén Micheal.

“Chac né budn vé chuyén ctia me 1am?”. “Phai”.

Nghe b6 th3 dai, George rat khé chiu. “Oi, Pauline t6i nghiép,
nghi dén viéc me khéng chd duge dén ngay nay, bé dau long
qual”.

“Con hiéy, thua bd”.

“Me chua bao gid tit bd hy vong, bd biét, me ludn tin rang, sé cé
mdt ngly... Lindy trd vé. Phai, 1an no khi me cé chuyén du lich
vdi cac ban trong nha thg, con nhé khong? Nhung me luén kién
tri bdo minh khoéng thé rdi khdi nha trong thoi gian dai thé, ba
thay minh khong nén di. B6 ¢é khuyén me, bd néi ching ta cé thé
x1t 1y t6t moi chuyén. Lic d6, con di vao dai hoc, con Karen, im,
b6 nghi xem nao, néu ltc d6 con 18 tudi, vy Karen, chic
Karen...”

TU sau khi nghi huu, George thay stic khoe clia bd ngay cang yéu
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di. Cach néi chuyén clia 6ng by gid 1am ta rat khoé chiu, cit luén
13i nhai, khéng cé logic, hon nita lai ctt luén vong vo. Ong khéng
nging lip lai, hoic bdng nhién ding dé tim mot ti thich hop.
Méi khi néi chuyén, dng ludén c6 néi rd ngay thang, tén dudng
hoic mot ngudi cu thé. That ra may chuyén dé chang lién quan gi
dén diéu 6ng mudn néi. Ong qua cbé don, nén mdi thé nay. Trudc
day, clta hiéu tap héa 1a tat ca cudc song clia 6ng. Thong thudng,
Anna sé nhic nhd 6ng, dé 6ng cé thé tiép tuc ndi, chang han:
“Um, thang 6 phai khong? Hoic 1a thang 7? Hay thdi gian nao
khac? Dl thé ndo...”. Anna ludn diu dang nhu thé. Nhung ltc goi
dién, Anna danh bat luc. George vita dinh m& miéng, cudi cing
Micheal 1én tiéng: “Phai, me cac con ludn, ba ay luén nhin ra clta
s6, chd Lindy ve”.

“Con biét khong, me giii lai moi thit cia Lindy, d& né vé cé cdi ma
ding. Thi gi cling gilt lai: quan 4o, sich, m§ pham, ca dia
nhac...”.

Di nhién George biét chuyén nay. Pay 1a nhitng thi ho bat ngd
phat hién sau khi Pauline qua ddi, Idc d6 ho van chua hoan toan
dén nhan su that vé vu tai nan giao théng. Chinh Marilyn Bryk
ban cii cla me goi dién dén bio. Pay 14 dém thit tu trdi mua -
Marilyn la mét bénh nhan ung thu, ly ra ba qua dGi s6m hon me
mdi phai. Vi cdnh sat phat hién trong xach tay ctia Pauline thiép
muing sinh nhit cé viét tén Marilyn nén mdi bao cho ba biét. Thit
nghi xem, trong tinh huéng d6, khi ho phat hién mdt chiéc 4o
den c6 cao d3 bac mau, mét chiéc quan bd nam rat nhiéu d4 trang
tri, 6ng quan 1én lai bang vién bac, mét chiéc 40 mua nhin nhim
c6 khoéa lung va cau vai cling véi mot ti quan 40, ho cdm thay thé
nao. Nhung Samantha, con gai ctia George, bao véi moi ngudi day
14 d6 duing ctia Lindy. Theo George, con gai anh rat yéu Lindy. N6
luén héi nhitng diéu lién quan dén Lindy, hodc thin thd nhin dnh
6, ctt nhu Lindy 12 mét nhan vat than bi va 3o tudng trong tiéu
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thuyét.

Thé nén, khi Samantha nghe néi Lindy tiing dén nha nhung né
lai 16 mat co hoi gip mait, né nhu phat dién 1én. “Lindy tiing dén
day? Pén nha ching ta? Chinh 14 ngudi ma con ludn ao udc dudc
gip tit khi chao ddi sao? Trdi a, that khong ngd bé me lai dé c6
Lindy vé nhu thé, c6 dy di ma khong chd con vé gip mit mot
lan!”.

George hdi: “Trdi toi rdi con van khéng vé nha 18 nao 13 16i cha
b&?”.

“Con khong biét, nhung du sao khéng phai 16i ctia con! Con chd
thay huan luyén tennis cd budi! Me quén néi véi con hdm nay
thay nghi! C6 Lindy & day bao 1au a?3 phtt rudi? Sao c6 ay bd vé
vOi thé? Hay bo néi gi d6 nén c6 mdi bd vé? Bo 1am cb cam thay
khoéng dudc chao dén & day u?”.

Di nhién, diéu 1dm George phién nhat khéng phai Samantha ct
theo ging hoi sudt, ma 13 ct dién thoai ctia Gina vg Pagan.

“Khong, troi a, ba ay vé roi, Gina”.

“Um, ciu George, Pagan nén gip me mot 1an, chau nghi ching ta
nén... moi ngudi trong nha, chiing ta nén hop mat”.

“Nhung Pagan bao...”.

“Trudc tién, cling 1a diéu quan trong nhat, chiu can biét ba thiang
gan day nhat ba Ay c6 ht ma tiiy khéng”.

“Chau muodn héi ba ay chuyén nay?”.

“Vang, chuyén nhu thé sé cé anh hudng ca doi ngudi”. “Um, xin
10i, Gina, nhung Pagan bdo khéng can thiét gip ba ay”.
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“Chi it cau cé thé thio luan vdi anh ay”. Gina néi. “Cau khong
nghi minh cé quyén gi thio luin van dé nay véi Pagan, theo nhu
ciu thay”, hinh nhu George hdi giin, “du thé nao, Pagan 13 dta bi
ton thuong, it nhat né cé quyén quyét dinh minh mudn gip ai”.

“Um, nhu thé that khé chap nhan”. Gina ndi.

George khang dinh: “Trén dd&i cé rat nhiéu viéc chang dé dang
duge chap nhan, nhung thé khong c6 nghia chting sé khéng xay

”

ra-.

Chi mdi Karen hiéu dudc viéc 1am ctia George. Luc dau, co6 hdi
tudng tn moi chi tiét: tréng Lindy gid thé nio dudng nhu 13 van
dé c6 quan tdm nhat, sau dé Karen hdi sao Lindy khéng chd
Karen dén rdi mdi vé, rot cude c¢d di ndi gi véi Pagan. “It nhat,
Pagan khéng gac may, ding khéng? Hay sau d6 né cht déng gac
may? Anh dodn xem, Pagan c6 hdi xem bd né 13 ai khéng?”.

“Anh chang biét gi cd”. George ndi v4i Karen.

“0, theo em khoéng nén trach Pagan. Chinh Lindy bd lai né ma
chang néi tiéng nao, sau d6 bién mat, dé né tu sinh tu diét, roi gic
chi ay lai xuat hién, néi moét cau:

‘Oi, con yéu, con c6 con roi phai khéng? Me mudn biét gid no thé
nao’. Pagan lam rat ding, né chang nén gip chi ay”.

George rat hiém khi trd chuyén véi Karen, tuy tinh cdm anh em
rat tot - George nghi thé - nhung 16i séng ctia ho khac han nhau.
Hon niia, George cam gidc Karen khong may thich Sally, tuy c6
chua titng néi thé. Vao ltc nay, véi Karen, George cé cdm giac
than thiét khé t3, anh ndi véi cd: “Mong em cé thé thuyét phuc
Gina”.
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“Gina?”.

“Phai, con bé vita goi cho anh, né rat gidn. N6 cho rang anh nén
tréi Lindy lai, sau d6 chd né vé nghién cttu gen ctia chi ay. Dudng
nhu né dang hinh dung trong nha sip c6 mét cudéc cham tran
16n”.

“O, thé a. Néu Gina nghi thé”, Karen ndi, “su viéc dé rat c6 thé xay

”»

ra-.

Suyt chut nita George quén rang Gina l1a “mau s6 chung” gitia
George va Karen.

Chuyén viéng tham cta Lindy tua nhu mdt man mé dau, suét
mAy ngay sau dd, George ludn bi thit ma anh goi 1a “manh vun ky
ic” blia viy. Chiing rd rang va sinh déng hon nhiéu so véi nhiing
hodi e don thuin, tua nhu ting bic tranh tai hién rd nét. Anh
nhin thay ciy giy gb bd thudng dung, chd tay cAm di mon va
sang béng, méi 1an thay né treo trén qua dam ctta bép & cin nha
trén dudng St. Cassian, George déu cé cam gidc rat phtc tap dan
xen gilta cAm déng va dau budn; chiu ciy phong lit me 14y tit sot
rdc nha hang xém vé, cudi cling, né bién thanh mot cai cay to,
canh 14 bo day trén bé cita s6; anh con nhd dén cta hiéu tap hda
clia bo, bd dém tién thoi cho khach hang & quay tinh tién cao cao
1am biang ddng; trudc mbi 1an khai gidng, me déu dan anh di mua
gidy va anh phai @& cho me nhét manh ngén chin minh vao déi
giay.

Anh con nhd dén nhitng 1an mua sam khac. Khi me tra gia khéng
biét mét mai, anh thay chan v6 cling. George nhd cé mot 1an, me
dén mot clta hiéu thit chiéc 40 khoac cotton mau xam, vai phut
sau, anh nghe thay me hét to: “Oji, cac con oi! Nhin me CAc con ne,
c6 phai gidng hét mdt bénh nhan tdm than khoéng?”. Vita nhin
thay bo dang clia me, Lindy cudi khanh khach khéng ngiing,
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nhung George lai cing thing: anh thiy me mic mau xam trong
rat nghiém.

George lai nhd dén L& Giang sinh nim no, b ting me bd d6 ngt
mau den, phan nguc 1a ding-ten cling mau den - gan nhu hoan
toan trong sudt. “Oi, Michael!”, mit bd nhin xuéng miéng cudi
guong gao. Me lién mang bd d6 ngt vao phong mic thit. Lic d6,
ho séng & Elmview Acres, bén kia hanh lang 12 phong khach,
ngay do6i dién chinh 13 phong ngt.. Mot ltc sau, me khong budc ra
khoi phong, ma diu dang goi: “Michael, anh vao diay chut dudc
khong?”. Bd dit déi vd trén tay xudng, di vao phong ngl, sau dé
nghe thay tiéng khoa ctta phong, réi moét thoi gian rat dai sau
chang nghe thay tiéng déng gi ca. Bon tré lic d6, mdt dita khoang
12 tudi, hai da kia khoang 11 tudi va 7 tudi, déu dua mat liéc
nhin nhau. Mii dén gid nhé lai, George van phai phi cudi.

O, dudng nhu bd me ching cé qué nhiéu viéc 1am ho dd mit,
chang biét cé phai dda tré nao cling nghi thé khong? Nhung
George thay cudc séng clia nha Anton bat thudng hon moi ngudi
khac. Ching han, van vi bo d6 ngt dé, vai gid sau, lai bung nd
chién tranh. Bdng nhién me hdi bd sao biét dudc kich c& cia me,
héa ra b6 di mua cting Katie Vilna, theo 15i bé néi, bd nghi me va
Katie c6 cting kich ¢& v4i nhau. Thé 13 troi sup! George khong biét
rot cude 13 bd ¢é 4n tinh véi ngudi phu nit khic, hay me thay
vong nguc cia Katie nhé hon minh nhiéu. Nhung sau d6, me néi
tran 16i dinh, b6 mang me 1a d6 dién, thé rdi me vt bé quan 4o dé
vao sot rac...

Moi ngudi déu khong mudn dén choi nhi Anton. Dudng nhu
nguoi nha Anton déu cé nhiing clt chi quai di va hai khoa truong,
chang han, ho sé viit hét quan 4o, hodc bd di khéi nha hoic...

Hoic 29 nim sau bong nhién xuat hién, sau dé héi han moi ngudi
song thé nao...
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Phai, nhu Karen tiing du kién, cudi cling ho sé doan tu. C6 mét
lan, Gina xuat than nhin th gi @6, r6i goi dién cho Anna, lai goi
cho Karen, sau d6 goi cho George hdi sd dién thoai clia Lindy, sau
d6 nita, ching biét bang cich gi Gina lam Pagan dong y gip
Lindy. C6 18, viéc dau tién Gina 1am 13 thuyét phuc Pagan. Du thé,
cach nay rat hiéu qua, cudi cing ho xuat hién & nha Anna vio
trua mot ngay chii nhit cudi thang ba. Moi ngudi déu dén: Pagan
di cing Gina va con ho, chong Lindy ciing cé mit. Ho chuin bi
m&t con heo quay, vi Gina dn chay, nén ho con dic biét chudn bi
banh mi dai sot ca chua. Hom d6 chang x3ay ra chuyén gi dic biét.
Khéng ai néi gian; cling nhu chang ai roi 16. Khi Lindy thay chau
minh, mat c6 sang 1én: hién nhién, dia bé 6 thang tudi nay lam
c6 nhd dén Pagan trudc diy. C6 van xit su rat khéo 1éo, Pagan
cting thé. Thuc té, hau nhu ho chang néi gi. Tat ca tinh cam cla
Lindy déu don hét cho dita chau. C6 chang néi gi nhiéu vdi Pagan,
tham chi c¢d ging khong nhin vé phia né. Con Pagan van lich su
va 6n hoa nhu moi khi. Pén chiéu, moi ngudi bit dau nhiing 15i
khach sdo thudng diing: ching ta phai thudng hop mit thé nay
nhé, gip dudc anh (chi) qua that rat vui, 1an sau nhé dén nha téi
choinhé...

Nhung sao George lai thay budn buc?

Anh ué 03i ngdi trén chiéc ghé chdi piano cia Anna, hai tay bat
chéo, cam dan trudc nguc, quan sit xung quanh véi dnh mat
phdt 18, bén tai vang 1én mdi cdu néi clia Lindy trong nhitng budi
hop mit gia dinh trudc kia. “O, vang, cho con it tra dudc roi. Gid
con khong udng loai thiic udng cé gas”. George phat ra tiéng thd
ning né. Phai biét réng, giong diéu ctia Lindy giong nhu cb gai vo
toi trong “Ngudi dep va quai thi”: “B6 oi, con chi mudén moét doa
hong tuoi dep, nin ni bé ma!” Xem phan LIng clia Michael no, “O,

di nhién, cé ngay!”. T6i thit, 6ng phan chan thé, mit day vé hanh
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phtc, rang ngdi vi vui mung.

Khong chi thé, tham chi dién mao clia nhiing ngudi 3 dé déu lam
George thay chudng mat: chong Lindy tua nhu btic tranh biém
hoa vé mét thay gido ngudi Anh, bd rau tia déu din lam ta ngd
rang cam ctia anh ta vén cé hinh dang d6, d6i mat mau xam ludn
an chta nu cudi kho hiéu, con ca miéng va gia da huou khoé coi &
khuyu tay. George ludén nghi kiéu téc clia mot ngudi cé thé phan
anh sau sic tinh cach ctia ngudi dé. Chang han, ngudi cé dau tdéc
gon gang va béng mugt thudng tinh cach cling kha 6n hoa; con
ngudi cé kiéu téc quin ngan ngin thudng khé kiém soat. Gina cé
kiéu téc @6, cong thém hai diém tron trén nguc 4o, trong cb cang
khé coi hon; nhin Samantha xem, toan than mau den, day budc
téc hinh dét xuong nay noi lay d6t xuong kia, phong cach in mic
clla cac thay chiém tinh sao? B d6 16i thoi ctia né chic chin luc
trong td 4o cii ctia Lindy, nhung du Lindy nhin ra diy 1a quan 4o
cia minh, c6 cling ching cé biéu hién gi. Lic nay, Gina dang ban
chim séc con nhd, c6 mic chiéc 4o khodc clia ngudi viing qué tho
rap.

Lindy mat tich sudt thoi gian qua ngdi ngay day, day 1a bi mat
ctia nha Anton, 13 vét thuong 1am moi ngudi dau dén. Nhung gid
day, ho dang 1am gi thé? Ho ngdi dé ban tan d6i mit clia em bé
chiing nao d6i mau; néi vé rugu sherry hoic nude soda hoic nude
ngot vi gung...

Karen néi khé bén tai George: “Em ludn nghi chiing ta chi t chiic
hop mat binh thudng thoéi, noi day c6 mot vi khach binh thuong,
d6 14 Lindy”. L&i Karen néi dudng nhu hai giong véi diéu George
dang nghi: moi chuyén déu don gidn thé sao? C6 thit Lindy da trd
vé cudc sdng clia moi ngudi khong?

Bong nhién Gina hoéi: “Phai réi me Lindy, con mudn hdi diéu nay,
Pagan cé gi di truyén tu bo khéng?”.
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Lindy tra 18i: “Um, néi sao nhi? Thuc t&, me khéng rd lim... di
truyén u?” ¢6 nhin moi ngudi, “Anh ay chi 1a mot tay trong d mot
thi tran nhd ving Texas, that ra cling chang thé goila vd chong, y
me 13, mdi quan hé @6 khéng phai nhu moi ngudi nghi”.

Dudng nhu Pagan khéng nghe cudc tro chuyén cta ho, hodc né
chang mang ban tam. N6 chi thoai mai ngdi canh Gina, nhin c6
xem, 6i, trdi a! C6 cdi nut 4o, rdi cho con bu trude mit moi ngudi.
“Tay trong?”, ¢d thot 1én, “Em biét sao anh c6 khiéu 4&m nhac thé
roil”.

“Phai, cé thé 1a nhu thé”. Pagan phu hoa, nhung hién nhién né
chang may hiing thu vdi dé tai nay.

Sally chen vio: “Sao gid ctt phai treo nhiéu hoa nhu thé, du chua
dén ngay nghi? Y em 13, thdo chung ra khdi ctrta chac rat ton
cong!”.

Chéng Lindy bao gan néi: “Téi nghi day 13 mot trong nhiing cach
trang tri lam moi ngudi chan ghét!”.

“Nhung moi ngudi van phai trang tri ciy théng Noel ma, dung
khong? Ca vudn nha minh niia! Thé tai sao ta lai chan ghét

nhiing bong hoa nay chi? Chi la nhiing b6 hoa don gidn théi!”.

“0, me 3, néu ngudi ta thich thi ¢ d€ ho treo dén thang 6”,
Samantha ndi, “cd gi chiing ta nhoc tam vé chuyén nay?”.

“Oi, Samantha, me chi td mo théi con a”.

Nghe dén diy, George cam thay néu minh nham mait lai, chic
chan anh sé ngd rang me minh dang néi.

Sau biia trua moi ngudi lai bit dau “Cau chuyén vé Pauline”,
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George biét ngay sé nhu thé. Anh chang con nhdé ti ltic ndo, moi
nguodi trong nha tap thanh théi quen nay: lu6n mang nhiing
chuyén ngay ngd budn cudi trudc day ctia Pauline ra néi, 1an nao
b6 ciling cudi ra tiéng, con Anna thudng 16 vé mit khoan dung.
Thoéng thudng, George ciing gép vui, nhung 1an nay, anh chi im
ling ngdi do.

“Me ludn nhu thé”, Sally vita dua dia mi Y cho Lindy vita néi: “khi
chiing em con séng trong thanh phd, cé mot 1an di trén phd, me
cho ngudi dn xin modt d6, nhung ngudi dé chang phai ké in xin,
ong ta 1a gido su dai hoc. Ong ta néi véi me: ‘Thua b3, t6i 13 mot
gido sw’. Nhung me lai viy tay néi véi ngudi dé: ‘O, khong sao
d4u, ctt gitt 1ay"". Em dén phai thot 1én: ‘Me Pauline...”.

Chdng Lindy lai phat ra tiéng cudi ho ho ron téc gay. Chi cé Lindy
va George bén mit nhin nhau, dudng nhu Lindy hiéu dugc y clia
George, nén c6 khong cudi.

Sau nhitng ldc vui cudi, moi ngudi déu ra vé, con bao sé thudng
hop mat thé nay, sé dén nha choi, sé thuong lién lac...

George dung trong vuon nha Anna, anh hon nhe 1én ma Lindy,
sau d6 bat tay chong cé.

Gid day diéu George mudn héi 13 Lindy, sao chi 1am thé? C6 dang
khong? Ca nha ching ta titng dau kho thé? Rot cude cé chuyén gi
quan trong ma chi phai 1am cho gia dinh tan nat thé ch’? Lé nao
chi chua titng suy nghi vé viéc minh 1am sao? Chi chua titng hoi
han sao? Sudt bao nim nay chi c6 nhé dén moi ngudi khdng? Chi
c6 nghi moi ngudi song thé nao khéng? Toi chi cé md thay ca nha
khoéng? Chi cé ting nghi minh sai hodc qua ich ky, hodc qua tan
nhin, thim chi... qua xau xa khong?

Em c6 thé giit chi lai khong?
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Em cé thé dé dang lang quén khéng? Sao chi lai rdi khéi em chq,
Lindy?

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Chuong 9

Michael choang tinh sau con md, 6ng md thay canh sic chi
6 trong c6 tich: xung quanh déu 1a nhitng ngon nui nhd
va thung liing mau xanh nhat, con dudng ngoan ngoéo kéo dai
dén noi xa tit. Cinh tuoi dep nay tén thém vao sic mau cho budi
sang hom nay. Ong tim, cao rau, thay quan 4o va cling Anna in
sang. Giong Anna dudng nhu vong tit noi rat xa dén: “T6i nay em
sé vé tré, chung em phai chuin bi cho Giang sinh”.

8 gid 45 phut sang, 6ng lai xe dua Anna di lam. TU sau khi 6ng
nghi huu, nha ho c6 mét sé quy dinh. Ong phai diy sém, sau dé
ra khéi phong, va suy nghi xem hém nay phai lam nhiing gi. Sing
nay, 6ng 1én ké hoach di mua moét it xi-ming tram clta sd. Cong
viéc nay 1am 6ng thodi mai hon nhitng viéc khdc, vi thé khi nghe
thay Anna can nhin t6i qua, trong 1dng 6ng tran day niém phan
khdi khé ta. Gio 6ng lai suy nghi vai phuong an cé thé chon: 14p 16
bang mat - tit hay sgi ni? Hoic nén chuyén nghiép hon? “T6i nghi
sé tim dudc thi minh can 3 clta hiéu Schneider”. Micheal néi véi
Anna.

Anna lién héi: “Sao? T6i nghi 6ng khéng nghe nhiing gi t6i vita

Io’,

no1.

Do du mét lic, Michael nhé lai chuyén vira xay ra tya nhu mét
cudn phim. “T6i dang néi vé hiéu trudng Cal”, Anna nhic, “1a
chuyén vé nha trudng”. Michael bao dan cau nhau: “Lai nhic
chuyén cl1”.

“Ti1 9 gid sang dén 3 gid chiéu, ching t6i chang c6 thdi gian nghi
ngoi. Du 14 Iac dn trua van phai lam viéc, ching t6i phai cung
dung bita véi hoc sinh. Sau gid hoc, 6ng ay con bao chung téi & lai
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hop hanh gi d6! Lan nay lai con hop vao thi sau nita chit! Dén khi
tan sd vé dén nha, thi mét nhoai ca ngusi”.

Michael mé& dén xi-nhan, 1ai xe vao lan dudng danh riéng cho
“Trudng nghé thuit Maestro”. “Anna”, xe ho dang chay dudi con
dudng day ning, ring ciy hai bén di rung hét 14, “c6 mot cach
gidi quyét rat don gidn, dé chinh 13 nghi huu. Ba 80 tudi rdi,
nhung van day hoc, hoang dudng qua day"”.

“T6i khéng mudn nghi huu”. Anna tra 16i.

“Chung ta cé thé di du lich”, Michael diing xe 3 bai dau chat hep,
quay sang nhin Anna: “Chtng ta nén danh nhiéu thdi gian & bén
cic con, ba nén di thim con gai nhiéu hon”.

Thit ra, Anna van con 13 mdt ngudi phu nit thanh lich, tuy téc d3
bac tring, hon nita mit cling day nép nhin. Ba néi vé qua quyét:
“Day hoc rat quan trong vdi t6i, t6i khong bao gid chti ddng tit bd

20

né”.

“Pudc théi, nghe nhiing gi ba vita néi vdi téi xem, chang phai ba
bao tan sd ngudi cit mét nhoai sao? Toi chi ndi ba nén 1am thé nao
thoéi”.

“Nhung t6i chang mudn 1am gi c3”.

“Tluy ba viy, t6i bd cudc”.

“Néu tdi hop qua tré, t6i khong thé di bo vé, dén luc d6 téi sé goi
cho 6ng”. Néi xong, Anna md ctta budc xudng xe, “Chuc vui vé
nhé, 6ng xa”.

“Ba cling thé, tam biét”.

Nhung khi 14i xe ra khdi bai dau, chay doc trén dudng vé, Michael
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lai nhd d8n mau ddi thoai Iic ndy. Néu mdt ngudi dua ra van dé
nao dé, chang phai ngudi kia nén dua ra nhiing kién nghi cé thé
gitlp d6i phuong sao? Vg chong nén tng hdé nhau, nhung véi
Anna lai khéc, ba ching can ai c3. V4i ba, Michael chi 1a mét mén
d6 trang stc chiang cé gia tri, chi 13 xa xi pham, 12 mén trang
miéng.

Ong 14i xe vé hudng dudng Falls, ndi 16n: “Ba ay ciing cé thé 1a
mon trang miéng ciia minh!”.

Pén thang 6 nim sau, dng va Anna di 1ay nhau tron 22 nim. Tréi
al Nhung trai qua thdi gian dai thé, 6ng vin thiy day 1a cudc hén
nhan cé vé vd nghia. D cudc sdng ctia ho rat binh yén, nhung
Michael luén thay day 1a cudc hén nhan nhat nhéo, chang ¢ cam
gidc chan thit. Néu Michael cé thé séng thém tdm nim, tudi hdn
nhan clia 6ng sé dai hon Anna. Va hy vong séng thém tdm nim
clia 6ng van rat 14n, vi bac si néi, tim ctia 6ng chang khac gi ltic
60 tudi. Khi nghe thay nhiing diéu nay, tham chi 6ng con kéu 1én:
“60 tudi! Gia thé sao!”. Ong khéng y thtc raing minh da rat gia.
Gio day khi khom lung, tay 6ng rat run, mit cling day nép nhin
lam 6ng chang nhan ra minh 13 ai. DU thé, éng lai ¢é trai tim clia
tudi 20: néu thay c6 gai mic 4o dd vay tay tam biét véi minh,
tham chi 6ng con dap xe dudi theo!

HOm nay 1a ngay ky niém sy kién Tran Chiu cang dau tién sau vu
ngay 11/9, vi thé khong khi s6i d6ng hon moi ngay. Sudt ca tuin,
ti vi déu phat nhiing b6 phim tuyén duong chii nghia yéu nudc,
cac bai phdng van linh gia, giong ctia ho tua nhu chiéc ghé may
ctt kéu cét két, nép nhin trén mat ho nhd nhu moét sgi chi. Hién
tivi dang phat lai bai dién vin “Qua 13 mét ngay 6 nhuc” ctia Tdng
thong Roosevelt. Michael ré trai vao dudng Northern Parkway,
két qua 6ng phat hién minh chon phai mdt con dudng ket xe,
phia trudc hang dén thang xe nhap nhay v6 tan. Ghét that, minh
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von cé thé di dudng Harvest! Michael diing xe, udn ngudi céi
chiéc 4o khoac len, ném né qua chiéc ghé bén canh.

Michael thay rat ngac nhién, mdi khi 6ng giy gd vdi Anna,
chuyén dé déu khéng anh hudng dén cudc séng sau nay cta ho.
Anna khéng bao gid chat d6ng moi van dé véi nhau, cling khong
dé nhitng chuyén cii rich anh hudng dén cudc séng clia ho. Chi
can hai phut, ba sé tiép tuc 1am viéc ctia minh nhu chua xay ra
chuyén gi cd. DU ho cidi nhau dit ddi, Anna cling khong thay diéu
d6 sé& dua hén nhén ctia ho dén diém diing. O, tiing cé mot hai lan
nhu thé, d6 1a lic ho vita mdi két hon, ¢ 18 vi mudn minh thoai
mai mot chut, 6ng nay sinh y dinh ly hén l1an nita. “Néu moét
nguoi c6 nguyén vong ly hon méanh liét, anh ta sé luén ly hon”.
Nhung Anna hoan toan khoéng thé 1y gidi, “Ly hon?”. Ba ludén ngd
vic vé van dé nay.

Trong gidc mo tdi qua, 6ng lac trong mot thung liing day suong
m, khong sao tim dude dudng vé nha. Sau d6 mdt ngudi phu nit
téc vang, tay caAm cay truong phép thuit da gidp 6ng. Chuyén gi
thé nhi? L& nao dng gip dudgc mdt ba tién tot bung? Mai dén gid,
Michael vin con nhd, ba tién din 6ng tuyét ddi khong dé ai hén
1én tai trai, cting khéng dé 4nh ning roi 1én vai trai, con nita, ba
con din dng khong dudc nghe tiéng budc chin theo ddi phia sau.
“Tém lai”, ba tién néi bang giong ngot ngao, “tuyét ddi khong
duge quay dau lai - néu 6ng mudén vé nha an toan”. Sau d4, 6ng
tinh gic.

Pén ctta hiéu Schneider, Michael quyét dinh mua mat-tit - gia ré,
dung tién 1gi, hon nita khéng hay bi réi - that ra, gid day Michael
lam viéc khong con linh hoat nhu trudc nita. Sau khi mua mot
hép mat-tit, 6ng lai rAio moét vong trong ctra hiéu. Clta hiéu khong
16n, nhung thudc loai vita di khach hang hau nhu cé thé tim
thay moi tht minh can. Ong diing xem rat 1au & diy ban moc
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treo, may hém trudc hinh nhu 6ng mudn mua vii cai méc...

Trong ctta hiéu c6 mét gia dinh ba ngudi dang mua hang. Ong bo
dang rat cao, deo kinh; ba me 1a ngudi phu nii téc den kha 6m
yéu, hau nhu chi cao biang nlta 6ng bo thoi; con clia ho con rat
nhd, chay ngang chay doc trong clta hiéu. Ho dang tra tién mua
mdt bd van trugt tuyét - loai van trugt bang gb kiéu xua, day 1a
ludi dao bang kim loai. Thang bé vui mitng nhay c&n 1én, Michael
thay bo dang cia né bat gidc phi cudi. “Chau biét diing né chi?”.
Michael héi, thang bé bdng chdc ding yén, nghiém tic suy nghi
cau hoi nay.

Lau r6i Michael khéng néi chuyén véi tré con, gid éng ciing
chang biét nén ndi gi véi chuing. JoJo con trai George tuy di ngoai
30, nhung van séng nhu mdt dita bé choai choai, ciu con thanh
lap ban nhac mang tén “Béng t6i” hat trong dudng ham;
Samantha dudng nhu theo cht nghia ddc thin, né van con dang
hoc y khoa, chang cé du dinh két hon, néi gi dén chuyén sinh con.
Con hai dta con cfia Pagan d3 qua giai doan hoc néi é a roi - mot
dtta 12 tudi, mot dita 10 tudi - tro chuyén véi tré & o tudi nay sé
rat tha vi, nhung chiing khéng coén néi huyén thuyén nhu lic
nhd, dong chut 1a cudi khi. Bobby deo niéng ring 1am miéng né
tréng sung hup va rat ky quic. Polly chon kiéu téc chang hop véi
né chiit nao: budc dudi ngua hai bén dang hinh cau phing 1én,
trong nhu tai cia cht gdu béng vay.

Tén Polly thit ra bt nguén tit Pauline.

Sao khoéng dita ndo nghi rang sé dit tén cho con chtng 14 Michael
chu?

Khi hop mit gia dinh, moi ngudi thudng ké nhitng chuyén thu vi
vé Pauline. M6i lic nhu thé, Michael déu thiy ganh ty. Chang 1&
moi ngudi quén rang Pauline 1a ngudi rat khoé gan sao? Ba dy da la
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ngudi khat khe thé nio? Moi ngudi déu quén rang ba déng mot
chiit 13 cdu kinh sao? Lan cudi Michael gip Pauline, 6ng con nhé
giong diéu ctia ba: “Hém nay t6i phai 6m ngudi hanh khat ciia toi,
t6i phai lam thé! Vi téi chang cé 1dy mot ngudi than!”. Giong diéu
nay d lam Michael nhé dén 1y do tai sao ho phai ly hén.

Michael ra quay tinh tién, 6ng luc tim trong vi may doéng xu, sau
d6 dua cho nhan vién ban hang. Ra khéi clta hiéu, 6ng nhin thay
c6 mot hang xe quét tuyét dang chay vé hudéng minh. Clta hiéu
ngi kim luén cho ta cAm giac an long, dudng nhu ho dang ndi:
chiing t6i c6 thé gitip & ban, bat ctt chuyén gi, di11a cla s6 thong
gié, via hé déng bang, vat gia dung bac mau, diét mdi, trit co...
Chung t6i cé thé 1am bat cit gi! Viée gi chtng t6i cling déu thao ca!

Michael né may, tiép tuc lai vé hudng dudng Northern Parkway,
sac mit 6ng xanh xao, 4nh ndng muia déng chiéu roi vio banh 14i.
Radio dang phat bai “Chiéu mét ngady mua”. Am nhac bay gid sao
khong thé giong nhu ban nhac nay cht? Michael rat thich ca si
trinh bay bai hat ndy, giong rat trong, ém diu, khong qua bi
thuong.

Khi dén dudng Rock, Michael mdi y thiic dudc minh dang 14i vé
hudng clta hiéu tap héa cii. Phai, ké hoach ctia 6ng hdm nay dung
12 mua nita galéng (don vi do ludng chat 16ng bang 4,45 1lit § Anh
va 3,78 lit 8 M¥) sita, nhung xung quanh cé v s6 ctta hiéu tap
héa, that khong can thiét phai di dudng xa dén day. Cta hiéu tap
héa Anton gid 1a Cong ty Thuc phim Thé Gidi. Michael ghét cai
tén nay, 6ng ghét khai niém kinh doanh day xich (mét hé thong
siéu thi ban ciing loai hang, thudc cling mét hang). Méi 1an dén
ndi ndy, 6ng déu thay rat budn, nhung dudng nhu chiéc xe biét
dudng 1ai dén day viy. Gid day, 6ng dau hang rdi, chang chut
hiing tht nghe bai phdng vin moét ngudi linh gia trén radio. Ong
tiing phuc dich & Phap, mat hai ngudi anh, ba em ho va ngudi ban
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than nhat trong chién tranh. Khi ké vé nhiing chuyén ndy, giong
6ng thip tram, nhung chiang cé chut phin nod. Thit tudng tudng
xem, néu chuyén tuong tu xay ra véi 16p thanh nién ngay nay sé
thé nao! Chic chan ho sé& trit gidn 1én ngudi khac, Michael nghi
thé. Chang biét tit khi ndo, ngudi My bat dau cho rang cudc song
nén hgp logic.

Michael di ngang qua mdt khu phé budn ban, 6ng kha bat ngd vi
thang trudc ndi nay khéng phai thé. Tiép d6, khi ngang qua tiém
giat do6, Michael nhd lai héi gia dinh ho séng trong cin ho cii, 6ng
thudng mang quan 4o dén day giit, nhung bay gid, noi day trd
thanh mot ctra hiéu ban bang dia, sau dé 1a ctra hiéu tap héda c,
tl 1au né di khong con mang diang vé nhu ban dau, rat nhiéu
tiém budn ban nhd hai bén déu bi né nuét chiing. Ca cta hiéu déu
dugc stta chita mdi lai, bén ngoai 12 bang hiéu Céng ty Thuc pham
Thé Gidi dan xen hai mau lam va luc. Bii diu xe sbi d4 dudc trai
nhua, tréng t&t hon nhiéu so véi trudc diy. Nhung khi banh xe
clia Michael chay trén d6, su bang phang ctia né lai 1am 6ng bat
an. Ong d4u gitta hai chiéc SUV rdi mic 4o khodac vao. Thay noi
nay c6 qua nhiéu xe 6ng budn vd cling, trudc day, khi nha éng
kinh doanh tap hda, chua titng bao gid cé nhiéu xe nhu thé.

BO cuc trong clia hiéu cling khac han: ho chuyén quay ban hoa ra
phia trudc, chd ding ky cé may quét trudc day dudc thay thé
bang quay trién 1dm bang gd mau nhat, trén dé cé sushi, xa lach
mi 6ng, couscous (mén dn viung Bic Phi, bét mi nau vdi thit hay
nudc thit) gi... Pay 1a gi thé? Trudc quay ban thit, mot cb gai
trong rat giéng ngudi Trung Péng mic quan bo, d6i gidy got
ning né 1am coé cao hon chiéu cao that su vai inch, c6 ding trudc
quay hang so sanh may lo tring c4 mudi khac nhau, chang trai di
cling c6 mat rat xanh, ndi giong dic thi clla ngudi Ai Nhi Lan,
anh dang hdi nhan vién ban hang cé phai chat lugng loai triing ca
mudi nhap khiu t6t hon loai ndi dia khong. Bén canh mot bé gai

http://tieulun.hopto.org



mdi biét di mic do6 trugt tuyét dang voi me mua cho céi hot-dog
dau hi.

Ca quay bén sita cling khac! Michael cht1 ¥ thay rat nhiéu loai sita
va kem sita déu khéng déng chai nhu trude day nita. Nhung, 6ng
van chon sita déng hop hiéu Cloverland thudng nhat, sau d6 di
thang dén quay tinh tién.

Mii va chdn may c6 nhan vién tinh tién déu x4 khuyén, deo hoa
tai, Michael thay nhu thé that chang ra gi.

Ra khéi clia hiéu, khéng khi lanh bén ngoai 1am 6ng dé chiu hon
nhiéu. Siéu thi Céng ty Thuc pham Thé Gidi gid day qua dang lam
in phat dat. Michael bd siia vao cdp xe roi diing tin ngan ndi do,
mdt tay cam chia khda, ¢t diy dua khong chiu 1én xe. Bong nhién
6ng nhd ra viéc tiép theo minh phai lam 1a di dao. Sao lai ¢6 tinh
trd vé khu gan nha minh di dao chit? Minh c6 thé tan bd trén
dudng Rock ma. Nghi dén day, 6ng bd chia khéa vao tui, réi khdi
bai dau xe.

Bac si kién nghi Michael méi sang tan bd 30 phut, 6ng nhin dong
ho, sau d6 quay vé. Ong khong bao gid di nhiéu, vi tdn b chang
phai viéc 6ng thich. Chang nghi gi ca, Michael chi cham rii budc
di thoi, nhat 1a bay gid, tudi cang 16n, éng bude di cang chim
chap hon trudc. Dang di khénh khang dudng nhu vang 1én trong
dau 6ng diép khuc chang cé y nghia: t6i nghi thé, nhung t6i
khong hé biét, t6i nghi thé, nhung t6i khong hé biét.

Pauline ludn goi cai chan thot ctia 6ng 1a “di chiing chién tranh”
va Michael cling quen vdi cach goi nay, thiam chi 6ng nghi minh
di ting dich than trai nghiém tran chién nao dé. Di nhién, thuc
té 6ng chua mot 1an tham gia chién dau. Khi nao 6ng méi thoat
duge cam giac t6i 16i vi chua ting ra chién tran? Trudc day, 6ng
c6 thé dua dim Pauline. That ra, néu khong vi ct chi cot nha clia
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Pauline, Michael khong bao gid khé chiu véi vg nhu vay. Bay gig,
Michael khéng nghi thé nita: 6ng 1a ngudi dé gidn ca chém thét;
6ng 1a ngudi khoanh tay ding nhin khi ngudi khéac c6 gang 1am
viéc; 6ng chua ting 4o tudng minh sé trd thanh mét anh linh
chuin muc. Thuc t&, 6ng thiy néu minh ra chién trin, kha ning
16n nhat 13 6ng sé bi ké dich giét chét ngay tran chién dau tién. Vi
thé, Michael chua titng mong muén minh dudc ra tién tuyén, ma
ngudc lai. Luc d6, 6ng khao khat minh cé thé séng 1au, dé 1am
cudc song ctia nhitng ngudi minh yéu thuong cé y nghia hon, day
d hon.

T6i nghi thé, nhung t6i khong hé biét, t6i nghi thé, nhung t6i
khong hé... Michael van tiép tuc lip lai nhitng cdu ndi d6, nhung
mdt chiéc xe tai chay vi1 qua di che khuat tat ca. Ong thay cé 1&
minh d3i 1am tai xé xe tai hoi cing thang: mot dng 140 di khip
khiéng trén via hé. Ong ldo! Nghi dén chuyén ngudi khac ciling
diing til nay dé€ goi minh, Michael thay ron ngudi.

Bdng nhién Michael chi1 y thay: hinh nhu khi néi chuyén 6ng cé
mdt théi quen, Idc dau dinh néi chuyén nay, nhung sau dé 6ng
lai nghi dén chuyén khac, va bat gidc thay do6i dé tai, cudi cling
thudng 1am moi ngudi roéi mi. Trong bita com t6i hdm qua, 6ng
dinh néi véi Anna: “Bita t6i hdm nay rat ngon”. Két qua 1a: “Bita
t6i hom nay rat ky quai”. Vai phut sau, 6ng lai nghe minh bao:
“Ba ngdi xudng nghi mot Idc, toi sé cat thite dn vao may vi tinh!”.
Ong nghi ngd phai ching minh di bat dau ding tri - mot ching
bénh ma nhitng ngudi cé tudi vita nghe di riing minh.

Luc nay lai vong dén tiéng coi xe, Am thanh 1an nay rat vang, 1am
Michael gidt ndy ngudi. Ong khénh khang di vao phia trong via
hé vai budc, nhu thé sé cach xa lan xe chay va an toan hon. Bén
kia dudng chang cé gi dang chd y, nhung noi dé cé thé dén
Elmview Acres.
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Bang hiéu tén dudng trong rat cii nat - trén dé 1a nhitng dom gi
sét, cOt gach thi day nhiing vét nudc mau luc rong réu. Khi di qua
duong Rock ré vao dudng Elmview Drive, Michael kinh ngac phat
hién cay cbi & day di cao thé rdi! Tuy gid di 1a thang 12, ciy da
khoéng con um tum, nhung nhiing cin nha nay - kiéu nha néng
trai gid chang con thinh hanh - déu dudc bao phi bdi sic xanh.
Trudc day khu nay chi toan dat trong, nhiéu 1im chi1a nhitng bui
cdy nho méi nay 16c.

Pén ngi tu, Michael ré phdi, con dudng nay udén khic ngoin
ngoéo. Tdi nghi thé, nhung t6i khong hé... Michael tiép tuc di vé
phia trudc, trén dudng 6ng thiy moét ngudi phu nit khoac khin
choang ni 6 vuéng dang dat ché di dao, con cé mét ngudi phu nit
maic 40 khoac dai dang khom lung ctii ngudi nhit manh gidy lam
roi.

Di1 thé nao, diy van 12 noi 6ng quen thudc, tuy nhitng ngudi nay
van chua chao ddi khi 6ng va Pauline con 8 dudng St. Cassian.

Di thang vé phia trudc doc theo dudng St. Cassian, Michael thiy
minh 13 ngudi may min sdng sét cho dén nay. Wanda Lipska da
mat nim 1998 vi bénh tim, con gai ctia ba, 16n hon George may
thang cling di qua ddi. Katie Vilna chét vi ung thu phéi, con
Johnny Dimsky chét vi bénh ung thu gan. Trudc d6 niia, 13 bd me
Michael, gio nghi lai ¢ nhu dang xem anh cti bac mau. Danny,
anh trai Michael, vin 13 chang trai 19 tudi trong ky tc cfia 6ng,
di1 ltic d6 anh 4y khoéng mic con bénh ning day, dén gid anh ay
cling da vé noi yén nghi vinh vién réi. Cudi cling, moi ngudi déu
lia khoi c6i doi, mdt ngay nao d6, Michael cling nhu ho, du thinh
thodng 6ng 3o tudng minh cé thé trudng sinh bat lio.

Budi sang khi cé ngudi goi dién bdo Michael biét Pauline di gap
tai nan, 6ng hau nhu khong thé chip nhan su thit nay. Ong van
c6 thé nhé rd nhu in hinh dAnh ctia Pauline: trén bd moéi trai tim cé
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hai d6m nhd ggi cdm, hai khée mat déu moc 16ng mi dang nhanh
ky la. Phai biét rang vi tri nay cia nhitng ngudi binh thudng déu
khéng moc 16ng mi. Mat ba ¢é mau lam tim, tréng thay dang tin,
hon nita lai tran day hy vong. Ong biét khoang thdi gian ho bén
nhau khéng vui vé, nhung gid day 1y do khién ho khoéng vui 6ng
cling ching con nhd. Lic d6 vi chuyén gi ma ho tranh cii khong
ngiing nghi nhi? Ong khéng nhd nita. Ong chi nhé cé mot 1an
Pauline noi trin 16i dinh, t6i hdm @6, hai ngudi ngdi ngh trén ghé,
chang ai néi chuyén véi ai, ltic nay dng cé cam gidc tan nat coi
1ong. Nhung, rot cudc 13 vi chuyén gi?

Dao trudc Lindy néi véi ng: “Bd 1a bing, con me 1 thiy tinh. Pay
12 hai vat chat rat gidng nhau, nhung lai gdy anh hudng xau rat
16n cho nhau va cho con cai”. L&i nay dudc néi ra trong mot 1an
trd chuyén kha siu sac gitta 6ng va Lindy.

Ong ndi véi Lindy: “Bb xin con, hiy khoan dung chtt di! B me di
o gang hét stic roi, dd 1am hét kha ning rdi! B6 me chi... 1a nhiing
ké nghiép du trong hén nhin; tuy nhién, bd me chua ting cé y
dinh bé cudc”.

Téi nghi thé, nhung téi khéng hé biét... Michael cit thé ré sang
dudng Winding, mot ciy co sau lung lam éng béng chdc giit
minh. Cay s6i duy nhat & géc dudng Elmview Acres di bi chit bd,
chi @€ lai mot goc cay tro troi & doé.

Cé 1é day 1a dudng Elmview Acres trong mat Pauline. Bng nhién,
Michael nhdé dén tiéc hop mit dau tién ho t6 chttc vao dau nhiing
nam 70, d6 1a tiéc cocktail gitta nhitng ngudi hang xém, é6ng van
con nhd trong budi tiée, Pauline kéo 6ng sang moét bén, thap
giong ndi: “Anh ching doan dugc tién si Brook vita lam gi dau!
Ong 4y tay khoéng béc mdt nhiim rau va thit nhét vio miéng
day!”.
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“Ong ta 1am thé sao?”. Michael hdi, Pauline git dau, mit dé nhu
gac vi c6 nhin dé khéng cudi ra tiéng.

“MAm thtic an trén ban tu chon”, c6 ndéi, “chuyén té hai nhat 1a
em thay dng ta ctt 1am thé subt, 18 ra em nén ngin lai. Em thay
6ng ta vita néi chuyén véi Derbys, vita dung tay boc thtic in,
nhung em ct thé ngodnh mit bd dil”.

Cudi ciing Pauline cudi 1én tiéng, vung tay mta chan nhu mét
dua tré.

Mot 1an khac ho ciing dén New York, liic d6 Pagan van chua
chuyén dén song véi ho. Ho men theo cau thang xudng ga tau
dién ngam, sau d6 Pauline hdi Michael mét ddng xu. Michael tra
13i: “Anh vita cho em moét ddng ma”.

“Em biét, nhung anh cho em thém médt dong nita di”. Pauline noéi.
“Vay ddng xu lic ndy dau?”.

“Um, em nudt mat roi”.

Pauline tra 16i. “Em lam gi?”.

“Em 18 bdé dong xu vao miéng, roi bat can... nudt mat tiéu. Em
nuot nd day, ¢6 gi ma anh kinh hai nhu vay?”.

Michael khong nhdé lic d6 minh ¢é cudi khong, nhung gic nghi
lai, ong bat cudi.

Hau nhu, 6ng ludn tin Pauline van con séng trén ddi nay, ba séng
cudc séng ctia minh & noi nao @6 trén thé gidi. Dudng nhu éng ¢
thé thay Pauline trong khu vudn 3 ngi ré phia trudc, ba dang cho
chim #n, hoic tién tay nhit canh cay nhd giy roi xuéng dit. Ba
ding dudi 4&nh mat trdi, thit khé tin, mit trdi tua tiét thang 8,
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vang ruc Am 4p va hau nhu trong sudt tua cay lién kiéu. Khi 6ng
tiing budc khip khiéng di tdi, Pauline sé diing viéc dang lam,
ding dé chim chu ling nghe. Khi thiy Michael tién gan dén
minh, ba s& nham mat va dua mét tay ra: “Phai anh day khong?”,
ba ludn héi thé: “bung réi! Pung that 13 anh rdi!” ba reo to, mit
téa dnh hao quang hanh phuc...

Michael lai rdo budc nhanh & khiic quanh phia trudc, tua nhu cé
Pauline & dau d6 dgi chd minh.
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TIEU THUYET

ANNE TYLER

Pauline va Michael yéu nhau ngay tu cdi nhin dau tién, nhung
sau khi két hon, do ¢6 qua nhiéu su khac biét vé tinh cich, sd
thich, théi quen...nén cudc song hia doi cia ho xay ra lién tiép
nhiing mau thuan, diéu nay da lam tinh yéu manh liét thud
ban dau cda ho phai nhat dan.

Nhfmg cudc cii va bat tdn, nhing 16i néi day nghién nhau,
nudc mit, chién tranh lanh, lam lanh rdi lai ci va...Ho ci séng
mét moi trong cdi vong luan quin do ma khong sao tim duoc
hanh phuc thyc sy, vi cai toi cua ca hai déu qui l6n.

Sau ba muoi nam chung séng, cudi ctmg Pauline va Michael
da chia tay, bdi ho nhan ra ring, du song bén nhau nhung ho
khong cang nhin vé mot huéng ma vin 1a nhurlg ké xa la
trong doi song hon nhan, khong thé hiéu va dung hoa dugc
vGi ngudi ban doi cua minh.

“Cudi troi hop tan” - mot moén qua ¥ nghia danh ting riéng cho
nhiing ai da, dang sip budc vao doi séng hon nhan. T cau
chuyén cia hai nhan vat chinh, doc gid sé ¢6 thém nhiing kinh
nghiém song quy bau, giip hoa gidi mau thuin khong thé
tranh khoi trong doi séng vg chdng.

Voiv Liave

71" Faz 38T3507%

V24" Tax 39894522
h: 3841300

# /
! \if CTYCPVH VAN LANG Cuoi trii ;ap”rm:

35073 07 H

Gla. 68.000(1

http://tieulun.hopto.org



A l e
F i I o
WP e

— e o

CUNG POC, CUNG CHIA SE

Tu sach BOOKBT @5 #298
22/07/2017

http://tieulun.hopto.org



	Vào truyện
	Chương 1
	Chương 2
	Chương 3
	Chương 4
	Chương 5
	Chương 6
	Chương 7
	Chương 8
	Chương 9

