CUOC POI MOI

Vira chay hdi ha vé xe, vira xuyt xoa co vai rit c6 vi lanh, Pong vira ty trach minh thim té. Trdi chi
méi vao thing Mudi, budi sdng ra khdi San Diego van con thd'y 4m; trdi 4m, cong thém nhitng ngon gio tir sa
mac thdi qua lam cho khong khi San Diego cang néng hon, va vi cdi néng dé ma né da quén ludn cdi 40 lanh
da dinh mang theo.

Thang Mudi, bau trdi Columbus, ti€u bang Ohio di giing diy nhitng ddm may miu chi lanh 1&o. Tir
bdy mudi dd & San Diego chgt chuyén sang chay trong bau khong khi ba mudi hai dd ctia Columbus, cha trach
gi thiing Pong phit run. C6 may bd “suits” & trong cip, nhung ma nhitng bd quin 40 ndy chic cling chd thim
thdp gi v6i khi hau & day, tinh t6i tinh lui, Pong chi thd'y c6 mot cach tién nhat: di “shopping” (mua sdm).

Thé& 1a bd mic anh “plan manager”, ngudi ditng dau chi nhanh clia hang tai Columbus dang ngéng c6
chd, Pong quanh xe vao mot khu phd ¢6 vé sam uit, 14i lang thang tim chd mua sim.

Ngay dau tién clia chuyé&n cong tic da qua. Nhat ky cong tic ghi gon mdt chit: “shopping”.

Ngay thi hai, thiy Pong ta ti 14i xe di tim s& 1am. Pdng hd tay n6 chi 9 gid, gid di lam thudng nhat &
California; tr&i giing diy may xam, khong c¢6 ning nén Pong ciing quén tudt 1a da 12 gid trwa & Columbus. Da
di 1am tré, né lai con di lac, chay loanh quanh 1am sao ma lai lac ra ngoai 0.

Thing Mudi, miia thu dang chin ¢ng trén dau ciy ngon 14. Xe qua mot chi€c cAu nhd, ciu bit ngang
mot dong song xanh, hai bén b song 4n hién nhitng rirng thu: mau 14 chuyén tir vang tudi sang tim dé, trong
mdt khung cdnh xao xdc la ky mudn ngdn mau sic...

Trdi thu that tuyét voi, day 1a 1an ddu tién Pong hit thd trong cdi hinh dnh vé thu tuyét vdi ndy. Thé 1a
bé ludn cdi anh “plan manager” clia chi nhanh hing tai Columbus dang chd, Pong ditng xe vao mot bd 10, rdi
tho than budc 1én cau. Dong sdng xanh! Mit nudc binh yén nhu mit guong, sdng chay giita hai bd d4, d4 14t rat
phing, rit nhin nhuyi; hai bd d4 nhin tao chdt lam gidm di nét tuyét vi clia song, Pong nghi.

Séng § diy khong nhu nhitng dong song trén qué huong Viét Nam. J Viet Nam song chdy tu nhién
giffa hai b dat d4; thién nhién & Viét Nam chua bi ban tay con ngudi udn nin nhiéu lim. G Viét Nam, con
ngudi chua thdy xa la vé6i thién nhién cho 1dm.

Tranh Thu - Steven Lé (Vovinam)

Pong sinh ra va 16n 1én bén mot dong sdng. Nhitng ngay ning, gié qua song dua vao tirng 1an hdi nudc
mét diu; nhitng ngay mua, nudc dap xac xao vao thém dat, ti€ng séng vd da hoa vao 16i me ru. Ti€ng clia
dong song... bao nhiéu nim rdi xa nhip vd nhit khoan tinh ty ctia dong song!

Ning chgt 1én, ning vang da trén dau. Nhin ning Pong mdi gidt minh nhé lai 1a da chiéu. “Well”, da
chiéu rdi thi khéi cAn phdi vio s§ 1am nira; “well”, trdi lanh ndy ma c6 mdt cdc ca phé sita néng thi hay biét
may. Nghi t6i ca phé, hinh nhu cdi bao t clia Pong lam reo.



Trong nhat ky du hanh clia ngay thit hai, Pong ghi gon mot cau: “Udng ca phé bén bd sdong Scioto*

Ngay tht ba: Bit tay ngudi “Plan manager”, Pong cudi cudi hdi:

- Chao x&p, khde khong? Cong viéc c6 gi la khdong?

- Chia oi! Ong di ddu ma gid nay méi t6i?

- P€ coi... Ngay hom qua thi mii udng ca phé ngim canh rirng thu, cdnh dep qud nén quén ca x&p,
ngay hom kia thi di “shopping”...

Vira n6i Pong vira vé xdm x0p vao bung, khoe bo “suit” bing nf x4m, mdi cdu canh.

C6 thu ky va may nhin vién trong phong ngé ddo dit vé huéng Pong. O tai chi nhdnh nay ctia hang,
ong “manager” nay 12 mot 6ng vua con, chua c6 nhan vién nao ddm néi chuyén véi dng bing cdi giong ba
tron nhu thing Pong vira néi. My c6, miy anh c¢é mit chd bi€t Pong 1a cdi thing nha qué nao -- mot thiing da
vang mili tet, mit mii non choet, y chitng nhu 12 nhan vién cia hang, ma lai ddm néi chuyén véi x€p 16n nhu
vay thi chic 1a khong “tho” rdi! X€&p 1a M§ téc vang da tring, kho c6 ti€ng trong cd hing, it khi néi choi lim.
Vay ma... la chua! X&p vAn cudi cudi néi néi véi cdi thing khiing d6. Y trdi! X&p con di 14y ca phé néng cho
nd nira kia!

Thing kia diing sot mot tay trong tii 40, mot tay bung ly ca phé, néi ning rén rang, cha hé kinh trong
cAp trén gi ca! T4t cd nhan vién trong phong déu quay lai nhin, ai ndy déu rat ngac nhién. St ngac nhién c6 1é
con kéo dai n€u 6ng Smith, ngudi “plan manager” khdng quay lai gidi thiéu 16n:

- Pay, xin gidi thiéu vdi tit cd qui vi, 6ng Pong, mot trong nhitng k¥ su clia hing ching ta & San Diego.
“Well”, toi phdt am tén Oong c6 ding khong?

- Pung, ding 1dm, giong ti€ng “Doong” 1im.

Troi dat, chit My “Doong” ¢6 nghia 1a... Miy c6 My trong phong tim tim cudi. Pong néi 16n theo
ludn:

- Qui vi c6 thé goi tdi 1a “Doong” hay “Dick” gi cling dudc... “What a good name! What a good
name!”

Trong phong c6 ti€ng cudi 16n.

”K§ Su dén tir San Diego” Thdo nao thd'y n6 khiing qui. Thio nao né ddm néi ning bAm trgn nhu vay
vdi s€p 16n. Hang nay c6 hon hai chuc ngin nhin vién, c6 nhiéu chi nhinh rdi rac khip ndi trén thé gidi,
nhung chua c6 chi nhanh nao chita nhiéu thanh phian qudi di nhu cdi vién nghién cttu § San Diego. Nhin vién
van nghe nhié¢u chuyén bat binh thudng vé maYy thay k¥ su, khoa hoc gia ctia hang & San Diego 1im r6i, nay
gip thém mot thiy, c6 1a bao. Nghi thé nén moi ngudi déu vui vé, tu nhién trd lai, quay vé véi cong viéc clia
minh, hét thic mic.

Céc ky su trong vién nghién cttu & San Diego truc thuoc Téng Gidm Pdc hiang; ho ching hé 1am x&p
ai, nhung ciing it c6 ngudi dim ra linh cho ho. P&i di 1am muén & My ! Su phin chia giai cAp va hé thong t&
chifc clia hing xudng con git gao, nhiéu ngd ngach hon 13 quan do6i nita. G trong hiang nay, dé coi: cu li lao

”

dong bao cdo cho thing “lead”, thing “lead” bdo cdo cho “supervisor”, “supervisors” bdo cdo cho “section
manager”, “section managers” bdo cdo cho “plan manager”, “plan managers” bdo cdo cho “regional manger”
(trong nuéc My, hing ¢6 tdm “regions” vy 12 tdim thing “regional managers”). TUr “regional manager” trd 1én
mdi mong dugc néi chuyén truc ti€p véi “President”, Tdng Gidm Pdc. Trong khi d6, & San Diego, may cha k§
su, khoa hoc gia mudn néi chuyén véi ai 1a ¢t goi ngudi d6, ké ci “President” clia hing. Nhu viy, tinh theo hé
thong hanh chdnh thi cdi thiing khiing dang ding kia con cao hon 6ng x&p 16n ma moi ngudi déu ngdn & cdi chi
nhdnh nay, cao hon nhiéu.

Vién nghién cttu & San Diego dudc trong coi bdi mot 6ng “Vice President”. Mot dng ti€n si khét ti€ng
trong khoa hoc dién todn, khét ti€ng khong riéng trong nudc my, ma 13 trén toan thé€ gidi. Mot 6ng than thir ci
ddi chua hé c6 mot cdi 4o “vest”. Mudi may nim qua, tir khi 1ap hing, ngudi ta chi thiy 6ng mic mot bo do
duy nhit: quan kaki xanh duong sdm, 40 so mi tring.



Mot hom, thing Pong mon men hdi 6ng:

- Tai sao chd bao gid toi thd'y dng mic bd db thit hai?
- Miy mudn néi gi khi néi chit "bo dd thit hai"?

- T6i... thi'y 6ng mic c6 mdi mdt bd quin 4o nay...

- Tao ¢c6 mudi bon bd gidng nhu bd ndy...
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- Mbi ngay tao mic mot bd khdc nhau d6 ché.

Mot anh nhin vién chen vio, anh nay  mdt ndi khdc d&€n San Diego dé€ dugc huan luyén nén cé vé rat
hi€u ky vé cdc nhan vat & day:

- Thé& bao lau thi 6ng di “shopping” mdt 1an?

- Ba, hay bon nim. Ba nim trudc tao c¢6 di “shop” mot 1an.

- Ong di mua sim & dau vay?

- K-Mart.
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Anh nhén vién cudi khi khi.

Ong phé gidm déc ba trgn, xem thudng bé ngoai nhu vdy, nén cd nhém ngudi lam viéc véi ong cling
dam ra rat 1a 1& phe, khong hé ki€u cdch, tir 15i in ti€ng n6i d&€n cidch in mic. Ma hinh nhu, d&€n mot d6 cao
ndo d6, ngudi ta khong xem ki€u cdch 12 mot cin thiét nira.

T c4i vién nghién cifu ndy, nhiéu trong s6 nhitng mdy “computers” hing diu trén thé gidi dugc ché
tao ra. Cac khoa hoc gia nghién cttu, hoc héi, cdc ki su 4p dung tai sdng tao cia minh d€ dua cdc kién thic
khoa hoc vao thuc dung. Téng s& “k§ su” clia hang 1én d&€n maYy trim ngudi, nhung lam viéc tai San Diego chi
¢6 hai muoi hai ngudi, va hai muoi hai ngudi nay 12 nhitng ngudi quyét dinh moi van dé lién quan dén k¥
thuat, cdc k¥ su & nhitng noi khdc déu giif vai trd phu thudc vao ho.

Qua con khiing khodng kinh t& th& gi6i nay, hang van ton tai, vin sinh Idi tifc, vin phat trién. Hang clia
hiang bdn ra vin ditng dau vé tAm mitc khoa hoc k¥ thuat, vin rat tién dung cho khdch hang. Trong khi bao
nhiéu hing 16n nhd chung quanh phai khai ph4 sin, thi hing Pong lam vin déu déu mot mitc 1di tifc kha quan.
Ngudi ta lugng gid cao vé cdc hang héa do hiang ché tao, sy lugng gid c6 4nh hudng diy chuyén, phing dan tdi
nhitng ngudi chii dong trong viéc ché tao, va sy tdn trong tif d6 ma ra. Ngudi ta ddn ddi vdi nhau vé sy “ba
trgn” ctia cac khoa hoc gia & San Diego, nhu 1a cdc ba trgn cla Einstein ngdy nao; trong ti€ng cudi nhao céi
bt thudng cda ho ¢6 xen 14n nhiéu kinh phuc.

O dau ma thiing Pong lot vao day? Trén dudng di cong tic, Pong da gip ciu héi nay rat nhiéu 1an.
M&bi khi ¢6 ai hdi, né chi cudi:

- 0! D6 1a mot ciu chuyén dai...

Cau chuyén bit dau tir khi Pong méi d&én My .

Vira dé€n My dugc ba ngay, hoi thién nguyén da din Pong di tim viéc lam. Khdong mot chit Anh, khong
mot ddng xu dinh tii, hai muci may tudi roi ma khong mot nghé nghiép gi ca, 1am sao tim dudc viéc? Hoi ben
tim cho mot chd trong todn quét don ctia hang. Trong chi nhanh, thiy Pong lai kiém luén nhiém vu “shipping
and receiving”, ki€m luon khuén véc, kiém luén dd thit chuyén ctia mdt tay cu li chuyén nghiép. Vai thang
sau, 1an la 1am quen, Pong vira viét vira ra ddu, xin 6ng x&p dugc 1am "ca nhi", tir bon gid t6i mudi hai gid
dém, d€ budi sang di hoc ti€ng Anh.

Lic d6, vién nghién ctu chua thanh 1ap, hing chi c6 mot trung tim stra chita dung cu. Hang ngay mdy
méc hu cdc ndi gdi vé rat nhiéu, may thay “technicians” tai San Diego stta khong xué tay , nén hing thudng
hay ci cdc “technicians” & nhitng noi khdc d&€n phu; tru6e 13 phu, sau 1a d€ duge huan luyén thém. Mot hom,
c6 mot tay thg khd “cir” & mién dong dé€n, tay nay 1a “lead”, mot thit thg cd trong nghé, ciing chi huy dugc mot



ddi thg & ngoai, nén cach néi chuyén rat w1a “x&p”. Ong “x&p” con nay cif ty hao vé tai gidi mach dién ti ciia
ong, trong gid dn trura, 6ng hay kéo may thidy & San Diego ra ma d6 vé cdc mach dién khé. Mdi khi may tay
thg & San Diego lic ddu, bop trén chiu thua thi tay kia lai cudi hd ho 1én mot cdch kha &, va 1én giong “thay”
ma gidi nghia.

Cau chuyén vé 6ng “lead” tai gidi ndy vang ra t&i tay dng “plan manager”. Xuat thin 12 mot ky su,
ong “manager” nay c6 vé ciing chiu cdi trd “dd vui d€ hoc” kia 1dm, dng bén ra mot dé tai: dng vé 1én cdi
bang trong phong hop mdt cdi hinh khdi vudng, mdi canh clia khdi vudng 1a mot cdi dién trd (resistor), ci
kh6i dién trd nay duge mot dong dién chay tir mot géc clia khdi qua géc d6i dién. Ong duwa dé tai, do tit ca tim
dugc cdi “tdng tr§”; tit cd “technicians” trong hing déu chiu thua, anh “lead” vén vin ba hoa chich choe nay
lai ling im, v& vé& tinh tinh, kh6i thudc bay md mit, gid'y nhap di tran day cdi thiing rdc ma bai todn van chua
tinh ra; 6ng “manager” ¢t cudi hém hinh di ra di vo, c6 vé rat khodi chi vi dd lam cho moi ngudi “bi”.

Bai todn ra budi sing, khong ai gidi ra; 6ng x&p cho tit cd “technicians” nghi ludn budi chiéu, & tai s&
dé nghién citu, hoc hdi vé cdi bai doé.

Bon gid chiéu, “cu li” Pong hoi ha budc vao, quét quét don don cdc phong, téi cdi phong hop, n6 rit
ngac nhién khi thdy khéi thudc bay md mit, thA'y moi ngudi loay hoay tinh tinh todn todn, rdi lai thAy moi
ngudi nhin 1&n c4i bidng den trén vach, mit miii that dim chiéu. Len 1én nhin qua vai mdt anh, né mdi hiéu 1a
moi ngudi dang 1am bai todn d6 trén bang. Bai todn hinh nhu quen quen, Pong ngirng tay chdi, ditng 1&én nhin
mdt chiit, r6i... khong kip suy nghi, né budc miéng:

“easy! easy!”

Trong phong c6 ti€ng “suyt, suyt” khé chiu, nhung Pong van ditng d6 la “Easy! Easy!” Suyt chit nita
né di bi miy tay “technicians” nhao lai nim c6 dudi ra, néu 6ng “manager” khong budc d&€n héi mot trang
dai. Ong lip lai ciu hdi mdy 1dn, né vin lic ddu khong hi€u, cho d&€n khi 6ng kéo né lai tim bang, ra diu, né
méi hi€u 1a 6ng thach né gidi bai todn do.

Pong quing chdi, cAm 14y cuc phan, nghuéch ngoac dim by dong, nghuéch ngoac mot cach thanh
thao tru6c ddi mit tron xoe kinh ngac clia dng x&p. Bai todn ma ca hang da tdn cd ngay suy nghi khong ra da
dugc thing Pong gidi trong vong mot phiit. Nhu khong tin 8 mit minh, dng x€p cam 14y cuc phdn, gidi lai theo
¥ minh, k&t qua vin nhu cdi ki€u gidi ky quic ctia Pong. Ong ndi to:

Hay qud! Hay qua!

Vira néi, dng vira vo vai Pong tru6c nhitng con mit kinh ngac ca moi ngudi. Tat cd moi ngudi c6 mit
trong hing déu bau lai, nhiéu ngudi cha hi€u gi vé bai todn, nhung nghe su khen ngdi clia 6ng x&p, ta't ca déu
nhin Pong bing d6i mit ngac nhién.

Ong “manager”, vira hdi, vira viét, vira ra ddu. Thidy Pong vira doc, vira méc trong tiii ra cudn tv dién
Anh Viét ma tra ctu. Cudc ddi thoai khé khin dién ra, dai khdi nhu sau:
- Lam sao ma may bi&t cdch gidi bai todn nay?
- & Xt t0i, truéc nim 1975, thiing hoc trd 16p 11 nao cling phai biét gidi bai todn do.
Ca hing lic dau khong tin.
- Viét Nam may hoc t6i 16p may?
- Lép 12.
C4 hing ciing lic diu khong tin.
- May c6 biét cdc nguyén tic cin bdn vé dién khong?
- T6i ¢6 hoc vé dién trong nim I16p 11.
- May hoc hét todn dai s chua?
- O x( t6i truée nam 1975, hoc xong 16p 12 1a da phdi xong cdc 16p “Calculus”.
- Con héa hoc?
- Cing phai xong héa hoc vd c¢d, héa hoc hitu co.



- Con vatly?
- Ciing phai xong hét phan diém dong, phdn quang hoc, dién hoc....

TU sau hom d6, thing Pong dugc dng “manager” cit nhic 1én lam “technician”, mdt anh “technician”
hang chét clia hing. N6 vira theo may ngudi thg khdc hoc sita dung cu dién ti, vira ti€p tuc lo cong viéc nhin
gGi hang héa trong nha kho ctia hang.

Qua nim thit hai 8 My, Pong theo 15i 6ng x&p, ghi danh vao hoc “Electronic Technology” & San Diego
City College. N6 dudc chon gid hoc, tu sip x&p gid lam. Mot nim sau, coi bd dé dn, n6 bd “Electronic
Technology”, ghi danh vao phan khoa Ky Thudt § San Diego State University.

Trong nim thd nam & dai hoc K§ Thuat, Péng dugc hiang Allied-Signals muén. Ngay dugc thu maGi vao
lam cho Allied-Signals, Pong rat bin khoiin, né vio héi 6ng “manager”:

- T6i rat budn khi phai héi 6ng diéu nay: tdi sip ra trudng, mudn c6 viéc 1am trong nganh minh hoc dé
hoc hdi thém, dng c6 thé muén t6i nhw muén mot k§ suw khdng?

- Tao ciing rat budn khi néi véi miy di€u nay: cho t6i hdm nay, tit cd cong viéc vé k§ thuit clia hing
déu phdi muén lai cac hang khdc, mot hinh thifc “sub-contract” ma nhiéu hang & M§ phdi lam. Hing nay chua
c6 vién nghién ctiu k¥ thuat, tao s& khong thé muén may lam ky su dugc.

- T6i duge Bendix, mdt chi nhdanh cta Allied-Signals mdi vao lam ndi trd... trong thdi gian hoc nim
cudi...

- Ua! Sao miy hay vay?

- Toi khong biét, ¢6 18 ho biét tén to6i qua “Etta-Kappa-Nu”, hdi clia nhitng sinh vién dién tif vu td...

- bi! Tao khuyén may di. Allied-Signals c6 mot trim hai chuc ngan nhan vién...

- Mot tram hai chuc ngan nhan vién?

- U, mot tram hai chuc ngan, d6 1a mot trong cdc hing 16n nha't nuéc My ndy... Ky su clia ho 14 nhitng
ngudi hang dau trong khoa hoc k§y thuit... Trong c4i moi trudng d6, may sé hoc hdi thém ra't nhiéu... May can
c6 moi trudng d€ hoc héi... Tao tin r6i ddy may sé& 12 mot ky su gidi...

Thé 12 Bong theo 15i khuyén clia dng x&p cii, qua 1am cho Allied-Signals. Ngudi mon sinh Vovinam
vdi 1y tudng tir bi gitip dvi, gitip ngudi bay gid 1am viéc cho quan do6i M§: ché tao “mit thAn” gin trén dau
bom, gitip cho mdy bay bé bom dugc chinh xdc. Sy chinh xdc nay da dugc chitng minh qua tran “Desert
Storm”, ddnh nhau véi Iraq vira qua.

Cu6i nim 1992, Allied-Signals déng clra c¢d s& tai San Diego. Pong & trong mot s6 it ngudi dugc hiang
chuyén qua vién nghién cttu khong gian & Arizona. Trudc ngay di, né 14y ngay nghi, di cdc ndi tir gid ban be.
Khi ghé vao hing cii, dng x&p cii cudi rang rd:

- Sao? Khée khong? Viéc lam miy thé nao?

- Toi sdp phdi di Arizona...

- Ua?

- T6i dé&n @€ tir gid ong.

Mot c6 “technician” cii, nay da la “office manager”, chen vao:

- May di dau vay?

- Tucson.
- Chd d6 goi 1a thi trAn budn nan, cha c6 gi ngoai cdy Xuong Rong...
- Tao biét.

- Miy ¢6 mudn di khong?

- Khong, tao thich § San Diego hon chu.

- May c6 mudn vé day lam khong?

- Ua? Tao ¢6 co hoi d6 ching?

- Hoi ong ay.

C6 ban nhuéng may chi vé dng x&p cii. Ong cudi:



- BAy gi¢ tao ditng dau “hardware engineers” & diy. MAy mudn trg lai hing nay 1am khong? Vién
nghién ctfu clia hing mdi thanh 1ap... Chic ho ciing khong trd luong cho may cao nhu § bén Allied-Signals...
Nhung...

- OK, td6ilam, t6ilam! Tdi cling dinh chay long vong San Diego tim viéc d6 chu.

- OK, vay thi mdy dén lam.

Chuyén thing Pong d6i viéc lam chi c¢6 thé, chid hé c6 nap “application”, cha hé c6 phdng van nhu 1&
thudng. Va bay gid, vién nghién ctfu clia hang da 16n, dd ndi ti€ng... By gid thdy Pong dang di long vong dé
ki€m sodt lai cdc sdng ch€ ctia minh.

Chi nhdnh ctia hing tai Ohio 12 noi 1dp rdp cdc ¢d phan dién tf vao mdy, chi nhdnh ndy c6 khodng nim
trim ngudi. Hiu hét thd 14p rdp déu phai lam viéc theo 181 day chuyén, tdt c ngdi thanh nhitng hiang dai noi
ti€p nhau, tAt cd déu phai lam va nghi theo mot gid gidc ddng nhi't. Khi Pong budc vao, gudng may dang
chuyén dong déu, moi ngudi déu cdi gdim dau, chim chi lam viéc.

Pong quay qua néi v6i dng “plant manager”, van di cip ke tf ndy gid:

- Ong cit d€ t6i ty nhién, toi di chung quanh diy xem xét cong viéc mot minh dugc rdi.

- Vang, thy 6ng. Néu can chi, ¢t goi, toi s& d&€n ngay.

- OK.

Ong x&p budc di, Pong cdi chi€c 40 “vest”, vit dai Ién mot thanh gh& gan d6, rdi thdn thd ma di dao.
Nhip mdy chay ri rao khdp noi, moi ngudi déu tiu tit Iip rép, cha ai dé y tGi cdi anh chang A Pong, nhan nha
di dao & giita chdn hdi ha ban biu nhu mot thiing khiing. Thinh thodng ciing ¢c6 mot hai déi mit A Pong ngudc
1én, nhin voi vang rdi 1n mat, 1am cho thiing Pong ¢6 mudn chio ciing khong chao kip. Ngudi A Pong khd
nhiéu, Pong ty nghi. Trong s& A Pong nay, chic chin 1a s6 ngudi Viét khong it. Ngudi minh tinh cin min,
cham chi, rat hgp v6i nghé dién tf ma.

Trong xudng, mdy lanh dugc md t8i da, khong khi mat diu, nhung trén trdn clia nhiéu ngudi da rin mo
hoi. Pong chgt chanh 1ong. Chii truong clia hang 1a tao diéu kién thodi m4i tdi da cho nhan vién khi 1am viéc,
nhung viéc 1am nhiéu qu4, thin kinh cing thing qud nén guong mit clia nhitng ngudi thd nhiéu khi phdng phat
nét nhoc mét.

Ctt cach mot khodng ngdn do bdn mudi ngudi thg 12 ¢c6 mot anh hay mot chi “lead” ditng; nhitng ngudi
nay ditng nhu linh ding gdc ngoai cdng nha quan, khong 1am gi ¢, chi duwa mit qua lai d€ ki€m sodt; hinh
thitc “ki€m sodt” thi'y c6 vé rat thuc dan. Nhin nhitng giot md hoi phang pha't trén mit ngudi thg, rdi nhin
guong mit lanh lang khong tinh cdm cla nhitng ngudi “lead”, Pong thiy cling 4i ngai cho ddi lao dong. Nhat
1a khi nhin nhitng guong mit tuci sang, hinh nhu 1a ngudi Viét, clia may co thd tré.

”Nao ai gidu sang bac nhat, tha phuong ciu thyc la diy...” Pong 1dm bAm doc mot cau hat cil.

Khi Pong dirng lai, ngéng c6 nhin qua vai mot ngudi thg, mot anh “lead” budc d&€n. Thay Pong tho tay
chop mdt cdi “CPU board” (mdt tim bang nhd, trén gdn ¢ dién tif va cdc co phan chinh y&u cda mdy dién
todn) dang lip rap d dang trén ban, dua 1én ngdm nghia, anh ta phang ngay mot ciu, rat 1a ¢ hon:

- Xin 18i, dng khong c6 quyén cAm cdi “board” dé.

- Cho coi choi chit ma, x&p?

- Chd nay khong phdi chd chdi, "man".

- Xin 15i nghe... Khong gidn choi thi thoi vay.

Vira néi xin 16i, Pong van vira cAm cdi “board” 14t qua Iat lai xem xét. Anh “lead” cu nu:

- Ong khong tré lai cdi “board” tdi s& bdo cdo, toi khong cin biét ong 12 ai...

- “Good boy”, bdo cdo di, ct ty nhién.

Anh “lead” chugi thé mot ti€ng, xong quay qua chay di tim 6ng “supervisor”. Cd thg ngdi canh sg
xanh mit, héi nhd bing ti€ng Viét:

- Ong di, 6ng 12 ngudi Viét ha?

Pong gat dau. Co tiép:



- Thiing d6 dit 1im, dirng ¢6 choc né, dng oi!

bong nhin cd, nhe nhang tra 16i:

- Khong sao dau cd, ding lo cho toi.

Th4y Dong nhin chim chiam, c6 bdng dd rng mit, cdi dau tranh d6i mit. Pong cudi, dit cdi “CPU
board” xudng ban rdi budc di.

Chua dugc chuc bude di nghe ti€ng thing “lead” hdi ndy kéu réo:

-E, E, ong kia...

DPong quay lai, thdy cling di v6i né c6 thém hai ngudi nita, tai to bung 16n, ¢6 vé "trim" 1dm.

- "Xin dng cho xem gid'y phép vao hing." Mot ngudi hdi.

bong tra 16i tinh bo:

- Ong “plan manager” gitt gidy d6 & ngoai kia r6i...

- Ong c6 bén phan phdi mang thé d6 trude nguc, trong thdi gian 6ng § trong xudng...

- Toi biét, tdi bi€t, nhung ma 6ng x&p clia 6ng quén dua cho tdi cdi thé d6, khong cé thi 14y con me gi
ma mang?

DPong van tinh bo d6i ddp. Cau chuyén din dan trd nén dn 20. M4y ngudi kia con dang cu nu thi bdng
“xodng” mot ti€ng khd 16n, moi ngudi xoay nhin lai: dang phia cudi hang, trén 16i di c6 do trén dudi mot chuc
céi “boards” nim hdn don, hinh nhv ai vira ddnh rét nguyén mot cdi mam chita “boards”. Mot dng thg gia
dang run ray cii xuéng nhit ddng “boards”, rdi run ray dit lai trén cdi mam. Anh “lead” dang cy nu’ v6i Pong
vut chay vé& huéng dé, vira chay voi, vira la hét:

- Ong gia 1am d3 “board” nita rdi ha? Lam viéc khong cén than, thit nhu 6ng chd 1am gi nén than, dé
t6i dé nghi né dudi 6ng cho rdi.

Cau néi bing ti€ng Viét 1am Pong giat minh. Thi ra anh “lead” 12 ngudi dong huong, “man”, dong
huong ma n6 kénh kiéu qud vay?! Pang kia 6ng cu riu riu ludi:

- Xin 16i! Xin 15i!...

- Khong ¢6 18i phai gi nita, 14n nay 14 1an thit may r6i? Ong c6 bi€t mot cdi “board” d6 bao nhiéu tién
khong? Rdi 1am sao tdi trinh 1én miy 6ng s€p 16n day?

Hai anh My dang diing néi chuyén véi Pong ciling chgt quén ludn cdi thiing ba trgn & day, xoay lai
dang kia, hdi véi:

Sao d6? B “boards” xudng di't nita rdi ha? Thoi chét roil...

Pong cudi thAim. Mot cdi “board” 12 mdt ngan hai trim ddng, chd trach gi m4y cha nay hdt hodng ca
lén.

- Goi “quality engineer” qua xem xét di. Néu ho khong chap nhan thi phai dién gid'y td, phdi trinh 1én
cap trén... Me, thang nay di thi chuyén xui hét rdi...

Mot trong hai ngudi héi gidy t& Pong hinh nhu 1a “supervisor” clia todn thg nay, Ong ta s¢ mat may cai
“boards”, quén luén Pong. C6 thém may ngudi budc d€n, hinh nhu 1a “quality engineers”, nhitng k¥ su chiu
trach nhiém vé phim cha't clia hang héa, tit c4 lao xao xem xét, béd mic dng ldo dang ditng nghiém, cii diu
nghe thiing “lead” trac tudi con dng chudi bdi.

Mot anh “quality engineer” 1&n ti€ng, giong néi ¢ vé than trong lim:

- Toi ra't ti€c sé khong ky thuin cho g&i may cdi “boards” nay ra ngoai khach hang dugc. Ong sé& phai
lam bdo cédo, xin hdy...

- Hiy bd? Mot ngan may mot cdi, lam sao xin hiy bd?

- Toi khong biét, d6 1a viéc clia dng.

MaAy ngudi nita budc t6i, hinh nhu ho 1a nhitng ngudi trong s6 “managers” & tai chi nhdnh nay. Mot
ngudi bude voi téi cdi dién thoai:

- Chiing ta khong thé tu quyét dinh, dé toi goi "x&p" mdi dugc.

Bay gio, thing “lead” da ngung chudi, nhung 6ng cu Viét Nam van con ditng d6, guong mit gia nua
thdm ndo nhu ding trudc vanh méng ngua, chd quan tda x& 4n minh. Nhin gudng mit 6ng cy, ty nhién Pong
tha'y budn that budn. Tirng tudi 6ng, & Viét Nam it hin di 1a trudng lio clia gia dinh, d3 vio cdi thdi nhan nhi
nghi ngoi, ban ludn 15i thanh hién; dau c6 nhoc nhiin qud dudi chg ddi tdi tim chat hep nhu vay!

Ong “plan manager” budc vao, guong mit lanh ling nhu 6ng dai tuéng dang din quan xdng tran.

- Chuyén gi d6?



Mot nhém “x&p” nhé quay quin lai bén “x&p” 16n, virta bdo cdo, vira chi tré nhiu xi cd 1én. Vut thay
thiing Pong cling dang ditng gan, 6ng “x&p 16n” nhin Pong, 1ic dau phan bua:

- Nhu 6ng thy diy, dd thit chuyén d6 trén ddu tdi ma...

- Thi nhu vay x&p mdi ndi ti€ng 13 ngudi xui't sic cla hiang chd...

Nghe thing Pong néi véi cdi giong ngang ngang, ché 1€ do gi cd, mady ngudi kia quay lai nhin, ¢6 vé
ngac nhién. Khong ddi ong s€p 16n gidi thiéu, Pong budc d€n bén dng, hdi nhe nhang:

- Con xai dugc khdng?

Ong “plan manager” dwa mit hdi anh ding ddu nhém “quality engineers”, mot anh My tring téc vang
nhanh nhiu tra 13i:

- Toi € ngai ring... khong.

bong chén 10i:

- OK, d& d6 cho toi...

- b€ d6 cho 6ng?...

Khong tra 15i dng k§ su, Pong quay vé phia dng “plan manager™:

- G&i hét vé San Diego cho tdi. OK, chuyén tdi d6 1a hét, dirng rdy ra chudi bdi ai nita. C& néi véi
“headquarter” 12 toi 1Ay mAy cdi “boards” ndy vé...

Ong x&p 16n hén h:

- R6i! Roi! Cadm on 6ng, cAm on dng. G&i miy cdi “boards” nay vé San Diego, nhé dé 1a theo linh
cia 6ng Pong... Anh em ctf ty nhién vé chd lam viéc, khong ai c6 trach nhiém gi vé miy cdi “boards” nay ca,
OK?

C4 dam “OK”, budc di ma hinh nhu 1dng moi ngudi 14y 1am la 1dm vé c4i thiing la mit kia. Mot trong
hai dng than tai to bung by ltic niy hdi gidy Pong thap tho budc dén:

- Xin 18i 6ng, tén dng ddnh van ra sao?

Ong “plan manager” quay lai Pong, gidi thich:

- A, ong Pong, day 1a “production manager” clia toi, ong &y hdi tén 6ng d€ ma lam bio cdo, ghi vao
hd sd lvu d6 ma.

Ri 6ng cAm mot cdi “board”, quay lai anh kia, chi vao noi c¢6 in phil hiéu clia hing trén d6 ma néi:

- Pay, tén 06ng Ay day.

Ong “production manager” trd mit nhin, r6i nhanh nhiu viét tén Pong xudng: trén tit c cic “CPU
boards” ma ho dang sdn xudt, déu c6 in tén clia ngudi “design” ra ching: hai chit “DONG TRAN” ndi bat
ngay bén dudi cdi phu hiéu ctia hang.

DPong ngodi nhin quanh, anh “lead” da lanh di mat biét.

Tranh Thu - Steven Le (Vovinam)

Théng Mudi, 14 dang chuyén mu, ci thanh phd ryc rd mot mau 14 d8. Thang Mudi & mién dong bic
nudc M¥ bao gid cling dep, cling nén thd.

DPong budc thin tho trén hé phd ma nghi vé nhitng bai vi€t vé muia thu bic My. Trong 1ong chdt vang
vang bai "Thu Vang", né nhit mot chiéc 14 vira roi xudng: "nhit 14 vang roi, kia mau 14 con tudi..."

Pi trong man 14 rdi, 1u that lau rdi méi thay 14 vang roi. G Viét Nam 14 it khi d6i miu dep nhu vay;
chi c6 nhitng ngay gin Té, ritng cao su 20 at d6 14, 14 vang nhu nghé, 14 da nhu dat, 14 budn nhu nhitng ngay
chién tranh... Ngay xua... Cudc ddi cii nhu da qué xa x6i! Viét Nam bay gid nhat nhoa trong ndi nhé, qué
huong xa, xa mudn trung!

Budi chiéu thu trong cong vién, Pong ngdi mot minh giita viing cay 14 ddy miu sic; budi chiéu lanh
lung se sit, ngdi mot minh véi tdch ca phé néng ciing thich that! Dot nhién Pong nhd lai nhitng ngay gan Tét
trong mot trudng trung hoc & Viét Nam... Nhitng ngay gan Tét, trdi gy gdy lanh, khong khi rd't d& thuong. Hoi
d6 Pong c6 mot 6ng thiy day Phdp vin, da tirng di Phdp du hoc nhiéu nim, 6ng hay so sinh nhitng ngay cudi
nim & Viét Nam vdi nhitng ngay vao thu & mién nam nuéc Phap. Khi gié6 Bac vé, khi trdi bit diu gy giy lanh
12 6ng hay ding twa ngudi vao khung ctta s6 ma ngim trdi cao. Nhiéu khi gitta git Phdp vin 6ng budc miéng
doc 1&n dodi bai tho Phép -- tho chit TAy thi bon Pong nghe ti€ng dugc ti€ng khong, nhung ciing ¢6 nhitng khi
ong thay hao hoa phong nhd budc miéng doc ddi cau tho ctia Cung Tram Tudng:

“Mua Thu Paris



Trdi budt ra di,

Rung rung rugu do tran ly... "

ROi tir bai thd, dng chgt quén nhitng bai hoc dang day, dng chgt ké vé nhitng chiéu thu vang bén bd
song Seine, dng chdt néi vé nhitng udc md clia 6ng, clia ngdy méi 16n: 6ng md c6 mot ngdy... vé nudc nim
chinh quyén, 6ng sé& c6 co hoi @€ ma xay dyng Viét Nam, d€ ma "dua Viét Nam sanh vai v6i ngudi quoc t&",
ong khen din minh thdng minh, nhung ct ché nhitng ngudi lanh dao dat nudc thdi d6 1a ngu dan (1) C6 18 vi cit
ché nhitng ngudi 1anh dao 12 ngu dan, nén khi vé nudc, 6ng dugc nhitng ké ngu din kia day tudt ludt xudng c4i
tinh ly deo heo hit gié cia Pong ma gitt mot chan day hoc.

Nim 1975, 16p clia Pong da rdi trudng, ra ddi. Pong chi nghe ban beé ké lai ring 6ng thay cii & lai, nhd
nhitng 15i ché bai ch&€ do cii khi tridc ma dng dugc Viét Cong trong dung, cit clr 1am hiéu trudng trudng trung
hoc cii ctia Pong. Ong ra't hang hdi véi nhiém vu, 6ng thio nhiéu dé 4n dua Ién ban Chap Hanh Trung Uong
Piang Cong San, mong ké thing tran sé khon ngoan ma nghe 15i dng, cdc y ki€n vé xiy dung dit nudc do dng
dé ra sé& dugc thuc hién, r6i dan tdc Viét Nam sé dudc phi cudng, roi tén tudi ong sé di vao lich si,...

Ong thiy kia ct dao dat y ki€n 1én "ddng" mdi cho d&€n mot hom, cong an xdng vio trudng, cong tay
ong din di. Tir d6 vé sau, ching con ai bi€t dng ra sao, & du.

Budi chiéu trong cong vién § Columbus, nhitng mau sic la ky clia ¢ ciy hoa 14 khi chém vao thu tu
dung 1am Pong nh6 ong thiy xua... Ong thiy xua... nhitng ngudi ban cii... tit cd cling mit mJ xa!

Dot nhién Pong ditng bat day. Hinh 4nh 6ng thg gia trong hang chgt lam nhé Viét Nam, ndi nhé Viét
Nam chgt lam nhé thdi tho 4u, nhung hinh 4nh tudng tugng vé thu trong thdi thd Au chgt lam nhé ngudi thay
gido cil... ngudi thay gido cii... hinh nhu ¢6 nét gidong gidng ngudi thg gia kia... Pong thdy rgn ngudi, tha'y
trong 1ong c6 mot con xao dong ky la cudn cudn dén...

Sdng hom sau, Pong vio hing thit sém. C4i “Assembly line” clia haing dd bit diu chay tir biy gid
sdng; Pong budc vao, anh “lead” ngdy hom qua cdi ddu chio mot cdch rat 1& do, hinh nhu moi ngudi hom nay
da bi€t Pong 1a ai, ho dang cd ging 14y 1ong né diy. Pong cudi chao anh “lead”, rdi chi tay vé phia 6ng thg
gia dang ding diéu khién mdy han, hdi ngay, bing ti€ng Viét:

- T6i c6 thé néi chuyén v6i dng 4y mot chiit duge khong?

- “Da dugc”, anh “lead” nhanh nhiu tra 13i, rdi nhanh nhiu goi 6ng thg, ciing bing ti€ng Viét: “E!
Ong Tdm, di 1én vin phong cho x&p day hdi chuyén".

Ong ldo ludng cudng nhin quanh, réi véi tay ngung may.

-E!'E! Ong noi! Pitng ¢6 tit mdy, 6ng nghi ché may khong c6 nghi, d€ toi kéu thiing khic qua ding
mdy...

Anh “lead” lai 1&én giong cha qudt thao. Ong 1do "da" 16n, rdi ludng cudng budc theo Pong. Trong hing
c6 nhitng d6i mat Viét Nam ngudc 1én, thodng nhin Pong, rdi lai nhanh nhiu nhin tranh khi mit Pong nhin tdi.

Pong dua ong thg gia ra cdu lac bd & trong hing, goi hai ly ca phé, rdi mdi 6ng ngdi. Ong run run hdi:

- Da... Ngdi day néi chuyén c6 sao khong x&€p? Ngudi ta cAm ra uéng ca phé trong gid 1am do...

- Khong sao diu bac, bac ngdi v6i chdu, khdng sao dau.

Ong ldo kéo mot cdi gh€, khép nép ngdi xudng.

- Bdc cif tu nhién, chau chi mdJi bac ra diy dé€ hdi chuyén chdi thoi.
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- Béc trdng quen quen...

-2

- Hoi xua bac ¢6 day hoc & tinh X khong?

Ong ldo hinh nhu hoi chan dong, nhung 6ng gat phing:

- Da thua khong, t6i chi 1a mot ngudi lao ddng thoi, tdi khdng ¢ day hoc...

- Th& bdc tén Tdm 2? Khong phai tén Tam sao? Ong thdy gido TAm?

Ong 130 c6 vé xiic ddng hon, run run giong tra 15i:

- Da... khong! Téi chi 1a Tdm, thg Tam...

- Xin 13i béc, ¢6 1& chdu 1am, thdi, coi nhu chdu mdi bac mot ly ca phé chdi cho vui vay... A, con vé
chuyén mdy cdi “CPU boards” ngay hom qua, bic dirng c6 lo, chdu sé dem hét vé San Diego...

Ong ldo cii dau lang im.

- Chdu cling s€ n6i v6i 6ng “plan manager” & ddy din moi ngudi cu xt dang hoang hon vdi bac...

DPong nhAm nhap mot chiit ca phé. Ong ldo ciing vdi tay dua ly ca phé 1én miéng. Vi ca phé thom ndng
¢6 18 1am 6ng thdy d& chiu hon. Ong thap tho héi:

- Thé... x&€p lam cdi gi & trong hing ndy ma oai th&?

- Théi, bac cho chdu xin! X&p xi€c gi, bac ¢t coi chdu nhu 1a con chdu vay...

- Da, khong ddm.

- Ch4u tén Pong, bac ctf goi chdu 1a Pong. Trén may cdi “boards” ma bac 1am rét ngdy hom qua déu
c6 in tén chdu, tén chdu & trén sdn phdm nao clia hing 1a chdu c6 toan quyén quyét dinh vé moi chuyén lién
quan dén sin phim dé.

- A... Thdo nao... Thdo nao cd d6ng “plan manager” cling ngédn... ciu.

Pong ngudc nhin dng nhu do hdi. Ong phan khdi tiép:

- Bon chiing t6i & ddy déu da néi vé cau nhilu. A, bon thg gia 4y ma. O day c6 khodng bon muoi
ngudi Viét lam, trong d6 gia nhu tdi cling dugc sdu ngudi. Trong gid 4n bon toi hay ngdi vdi nhau... Lan diu
khi thdy chit “DONG TRAN” trén mdy cdi “boards”, bon tdi rdt phan khdi...

DPong cudi cudi, dng 1do hén hé ti€p:

- Mot anh ban ciia tdi cAm cdi “board”, kéo thing M§ ngdi canh ra ma néi: “may thi'y khdng, dan Viét
Nam chiing tao 14 “nim bd oanh”, nhin diy ndy, nhin day ndy, diy 1a mot cdi tén Viét Nam nay, ngudi
“project engineer” nay la ngudi Viét diy ndy...”, ma may thing My lam chung né ciing ngdn thiét...

bong néi chém vao:

- Nhung ma tinh chung, s6 sdn phAm mang tén M§ vin nhiéu hon, bic oi. Trong cdi vién nghién ctu &
San Diego chi c6 mdt minh chdu 12 ngudi Viét... Ma hinh nhu trong s6 may trim k§ su cda hang, chi c6 mot
minh chdu la ngudi Viét...

- Mot minh cdu cling dd dé bon niy hinh dién r6i! Cau biét khong, thdi tudi tré toi cling mong dugc
nhu cdu do, ldc qua Tay du hoc...

Pong giat minh. Ong 1o cao hitng, hinh nhu da chot néi vé cdi thdi ma 6ng da cd gidu gi€m!

- Bac c6 di Tay du hoc?

Ong khung lai mot ldc that 1au, rdi trAm giong:

-Da... C6...

Pong xoay ngudi nhin thing vao mit 6ng nhu d€ c6 tim nhitng nét quen thudc cii. Mot hdi that 1au, né
run run giong hdi, d6i mit tim toi trén cdi thé nhan vién ma ngudi thg gia dang mang truc nguc:

-Ong la... gido su Tam, Lé Vin TAm?

Ong ldo ciing nhin sitng Pong, hdi:

- Ma c4u tim dng gido su Tam d€ lam c4i gi?

Pong vut hi€u. Ong thiy cii cia né dang ngdi ddy ma gidu gi€m di ving clia minh. Mot di ving du hoc
day huyén thoai, diy u6c md, va mot di ving cdng tdc v6i Viét Cong bitc hai ddng nghiép. Nhung ma sao
trong dng c6 vé gia nua com cdi qud, nhitng nét hao hoa phong nha ma né vin nhé vé 6ng da hoan toan bién
mat. Pong trim giong do xét:

- Chdu la... hoc tro cii cia ong...

Ong 130 sén sdc, dom ditng 1&n. Pong voi trdn an:



- Bdc dirng lo, n€u bdc 1a gido su TAm thi ¢ cho chdu bi€t, chdu chi mudn tim ngudi quen thdi, chd
khoéng c6 ¥ gi...

- Thé... cAu hoc vdi toi hdéi nim nao?

bong thd phao, néi ngay:

- Ch4u... Thay, em 1a thing Pong, hoc § trudng trung hoc X tif nim 1966 cho t6i 1973...

Ong ldo chirng nhu ra't xic dong. Ong nhin trdm trAm vao mit Pong, 13c dau:

- T6i khong nhé... Hai muci may nim rdi con gi...

L&i n6i budn nhuw mot ti€ng thd dai.

- Thay thay d6i nhiéu qud, em ciing khong nhin ra thiy... Chiéu hdm qua ngdi trong “German Village”
nhin 14 roi, suc nhé nhitng 15i thay ké vé mua thu 8 mién nam nu6c Phdp, em méi rén rgn nhan ra thiy quen
quen...

- Hai muoi may nim rdi ma ciu vin con nhd 15i tdi k€& ha? Cau c6 tri nhd tot that, con toi, tir khi di cdi
tao vé...

- Thay... cling di cdi tao?

Ong lao vut im bit.

- Sao em nghe noi...

- Cau nghe néi ding. Toi G lai cdng tdc véi tui nd, dugc né cho lam hi€u trudng, né xai toi hon mot
nim thi bit nhdt ludn vao trai cdi tao... Me! D6 vit chanh bd v4... mot 1 ngu dan...

Pong hoi mim cudi, vin cdi cAu “mot 1i ngu dAn” ma 6ng duing d€ chi nhitng ngudi linh dao chinh
quyén Qudc Gia trudc kia.

- Thoi, chuyén di xa rdi thay oi! Ma 1am sao thay qua dugc diy?

- “H.0.”, nhdg di cdi tao tdim ndm nén cling vao dudc dién “H.O...” Qua day toi ddi tén TAm thanh
Tam, cd quén nhitng udc mo thdi con tré, cd tron ldnh ban be cii, c6 dau cudc ddi cil,... ai ngd... ai ngd van gip
cau! Cau Pong!... Téi 1am, t6i 14m tui né ciu a...

Ong ldo n6i nhu mdt 15i bién ho cho cdi khodng thdi gian cong tic véi Cong San clia minh. TAm nim
céi tao hinh nhu dd “cdi tao” dudc 6ng: tf mot ngudi thin cong, 6ng da trd thanh mot ngudi chdng cong.
Nhung khic véi nhitng ngudi Qudc Gia chung quanh, 6ng khong c6 cdi tinh thin Qudc Gia d€ ma huéng vé, dé
ma tim vé... Trong cudc ddi, 6ng chi con 12 mot ké lang thang, 1ong rdng khong khong con noi nuong tua.
Pong chgt ngdm ngiii thuong cho 6ng thay cii. Ong vut néi nhanh:

- Cau Pong a! N&u ciu 1a hoc trd clia toi that, thi toi mirng cho cau, tdi hanh dién vi ciu... Cau c6 lam
nhitng gi minh c6 thé lam dugc d€ mang vinh du vé cho dan toc Viét Nam minh...

Pong ngdi im. Ong vut néi thém:

- C4u... Cau dirng bao gid n6i gi vdi ai & day vé cudc ddi cii clia toi nghe... Cau dirng k€ vé cudc ddi cii
cua toi, toi van ciu...!

- Thay yén tim, em khong néi gi v6i ai dau...

Ong 1o cham chap ding 1én, ndc tron ly ca phé rdi chdm chap Ié budc vé phong lam viéc. Thing
Dong vin ngdi d6, ngdi d6 ma nhin ning roi ngoai kia, 1dong budn nhur mot trin mua trong dém mua thu & Viét
Nam.

Ngay ra phi trudng vé San Diego, Pong gidt minh khi nghe ti€ng kéu:

- Cau bong! Ciu Dong!

DPong quay lai: 6ng gido su TAm thap tho budc dé€n, nén cAm tay, 6ng néi mot cich ngai ngling:

- Cau bong, chiic cdu thugng 16 binh an...

- Cam on thay. Em ciing chiic thiy § day vui, khde...

Ong ding d6 v6i Pong cho d&n khi né quiy géi bude vao cdng 1én phi cd. Khi sip khua't sau chiéc
cdng vio, Pong con nghe ti€ng dng ldo la 16n:

- Nhé nghe ciau Pong! Nhd dirng k& cho ai nghe vé cudc ddi cii clia tdi nghe...

Trén chuyé&n bay vé San Diego, “cudc ddi cii” clia dng thg gia chdp chdn trong dau Pong. Cudc ddi cil,
va cudc di méi clia dng quay cudng, quay cudng mdt cich hdn don trong tim tudng Pong. Bén canh cudc ddi
méi clia thing Pong ddy 4nh sdng, hai cudc ddi mdi cii kia chip chdn, chip chdn, x6t xa! Hinh 4nh 6ng 3o



Viét Nam run riy cii xudéng nhit may sin phim vira ddnh rét true ti€ng la hét chudi béi clia tén thd ci tir nay
s& a4m anh Pong!

Hinh 4nh cudc ddi méi nay khdng con 1a clia riéng 6ng, ma la cia chung mot thé hé: mot thé hé bat
hanh, trong budi giao thdi diy bit hanh ndy cia Viét sit!

Tén Xuyén



