Cilia Mist Tét Nm Nao ...

Chiéc xe Honda ctia nho Thu rit 1én trude khi du da phong 1én queo git vao bii dau xe cta truong dai hoc
Golden West. C6 tiéng bop kén "mang v6n" vang 1én & sau xe. Nho Kha nhin mat:

— Con nay lai 4u qua ta!

— Thu néng rudt.

— Xi! Khéng queo thi biét chimg nao méi vo6 duge? Hen vé6i tén Diing 12 gio minh t6i dé han dit minh
v6 cong hoi cho khoi mua vé. Tré nira tiéng roi day né.

Kha ngac nhién:

— Ua, bo Cho Tét ky nay mic 4o dai hong dugc vo cong free a? Ta nh nam ngoai ban td chirc 1am nhu
vay ma!

Thu nhun vai:

— Ai ma biét! Anh Diing dan vay do! O ma ta quén mat khong xin ludn vé parking nao cho gan gan. Troi
oi, d@ mang gudc cao gbt ma phai 16i bo tir day cho tdi cong chic ta xiu qua!

Hoi cho Xuén ndm nao ciing vay, viéc di tim chd dau xe méi that su 13 tran ai khoai cti. Ting doan xe nbi
du6i nhau di la ra moi hang trong bai ddu voi mot hy vong nho nhoi la s& c6 ai do... chan hi Xuan sém
som, chiu vé sém sm, dé ma minh c6 chd dau xe, chi don gian thé thoi! Lau lau, cling c6 vai nguoi lang
xang di nguoc ra bai dau xe, mo cura xe, tho tay vo 161 ra chiéc 4o len hay mot cai gid bé quén trong cop...
dé roi tat tuoi quay tro lai du Xuan. Thé 1a mimg hut!

Sau 15 phut chay long vong gan can cai binh xang, nho Thu cin rang quyét dinh dau Xa tudt... & cai goc
cubi san nao d6. Hai dira ngdm dang nudt cay cudc bd vé hudng ndo nhiét cia tiéng trong mua lan, tiéng
vang vang tir loa phat thanh cta nhitng ngudi diéu khién truong trinh cho cudc thi tré em méc quoc phuc
dep, hay dung hon 1a di theo got cua nhiing ta ao dai thuét tha khac cling dang gd 16¢ cdc doi gude tung
canh chim tim duong vé mot cai noi xa xam nao do -- cai cong hoi chg Xuan.

O cudi goc ctia mot bai dau xe, chiée cong hoi chg dung stmg stng, tach ro1 khung canh nhon nhip cua
Tet 0 phia bén trong va doan khach du Xuan dang nao nic ding x€p hang ¢ phia ngoai. Nho Kha nhe
nam lay tay ciia Thu nhu so lac nhau trong dam dong. Hai dtra ctr dao mét tim mot bong ngudi quen
nhung vo6 ich. Thu chép miéng:

— Chic Diing doi lau qué nén vo trude bo tui minh roi!

— Thi thoi minh v6 trong kiém anh sau. -- Kha nhun vai.

Nho Thu dinh tho tay v tai xach luc lao ra chiéc bop dé tim vai dong mua vé vao cira thi Kha tron mét:
— Gi vay? Hong 18 minh 1a thién nguyén vién v6 gitip cho Tong Hoi Sinh Vién ma ciing bi hach hoi vé
v6 cong nira sao? Va lai, minh c¢6 mic 4o dai né!

Vira n6i, nhé Kha vira chun mili va quay mot vong 1am dang cho hai vat 4o lua vang phat bay 1én trong
ning. Con nho d6 thi thiét khong doan ndi. Luc han di ddu mot minh thi doan trang thiy mi ghé lam. Thé
ma 15 han nhap bon v6 v&i thém mot dira ban gai khac thi 61 thoi ctr nhu gop gio thanh bao, 1i lic khong
vira. Nho Thu guc gat dong y, nhung lai dua mit vé huéng bén tay phai ctia cong, do hoi:

— Tén gac cong nhin hung qua nho a!

Kha nhin theo: Mot tén con trai thit bép vai u, mdt may 1am 1i, bam tron, dang mi¢t mai x¢é vé trudc khi
cho khach du Xuan qua cong. Kha phi cudi:

— Céi con nay nhat thi thoi!

R6i hén tinh bo kéo tay nho Thu di thang vao cong.
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— Excuse me! Can I see your tickets please? -- tén gac cong 16n tiéng goi giat nguoc lai.

— We are volunteers for the Festival. We were asked to meet the cordinator here but I guess he missed
us. -- Kha that tha khai bao.

— I’'m sorry but you two still need to buy the tickets to get in. No exception! -- hin gin giong.

— Tro1i o1 di vé ding trong nom gian hang gium cho ma con phai mua vé nira. -- Nhé Thu chiu khong
ndi, 1én tiéng noi trong. Kha duoc dip hua vo:

— U Ma bo Hdi chg ky nay mac 4o dai héng duoc vo free nira a? Sao ky cuc vay? Biét vay tui 6 nha
phirc cho roi!

— Nim nay khac nam ngoai. It's the new policy! -- hin tra 10i coc 16c.



Thu thdy nong mit 1én. Hoi cho Tét sinh vién kiéu gi ma mudn ba cai thang du déng dting gac cong thiét
khong co biét diéu ti nao. Pung 1a bat lich sy qua mirc. Con gai ngudi ta mat may tuoi roi, dién 4o lua Ha
DPoéng dé di du Xuan chut xiu thoi ma ciing bi cat van du diéu. Tu dung Thu dam ra gian tén Diing da bo
roi hai dira con gai tui n6 cu ki mot minh giira chg doi chi dé rdi cho cai tén nay duoc dip an hiép ngay
dau nam dau thang.

— Do you know where’s the cordinator? I need to talk to him NOW! -- Thur ttrc t6i.

— Which cordinator? What's his name? -- Han quic mat 1én, giong xan xt.

— Diing Lé! The cordinator for the entertainment of tonight. The operator of this whole festivity process.
-- Nh6 Kha ciing sung khong kém, xém ti 1 nghién ring tra 1oi.

— Diing dang ban viéc ¢ trong hoi chg khong ra day duoc. -- han van ngang nhu con cua. Cip chan may
ctia hian hoi nhiu lai. Chéc 13 dang suy nghi coi con c6 chuyén gi khac c6 thé bat nat hai dtra nhoc nay
khong... Hodc 13 han dang ban ron suy nghi dén... ba cai chuyén sing dan nao do.

Nho6 Thu ludm mét cai. Thuong ngay Thu it khi 16n tiéng giang co v6i ai. Nhung sao hom nay n6 gap
phai tén gac cong nay thi tanh ndng nay cta né nhu khéng con kém ndi nira. Mit n6 tng do 1én nira vi
qué, ntra vi gian:

— You know what, forget about coming in. Why don't you go back in there and look for Diing right now.
We will wait out here until you return. -- Thu li lgm tha ra mét trang.

Phép la! Khong biét tai vi dau, cap mat cia tén gac cong bdng diu xudng, nhung han van gdm gir trong ¢
hong:

— Okay fine. Hai nguoi ty vo kiém Diing di!
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Ba nam sau. Thu hép tap 16i chiéc cip ra khoi xe trudc khi dong sam canh ctra lai. Lai tré gio hen nita.
Nho Kha chic dang 1am bam rua trong budi hop cho coi. Thu vira deo cdp vao hai vai vira ddo dac dua
mat tim cin phong 119. "Ah, day roi!" Thu khé reo 1én trudc nho heé mo cira dat déu vO mdt can phong
kha rong rii dé xem xét. Nho Kha thay Thu vira bude vo lién Vay tay ngodc dén ngdi chung. C6 trén 30
ban tre khac dang ngdi ban tan mot dé tai lién quan voi cong dong va gidi tré hién nay, nghe rat hao hing.
Thu vira ngdi xudng thi nho Kha nghiéng minh qua néi nho:

— Nhin ¢ goc phong kia! Thay ai khong?

Thu nheo mat nhin vé huéng nho Kha chi. N6 chot gidt minh — cai thang gac cong!!!

N6 1am bam: Tiéu! Chéc ky nay ta dugc sao Ké D6 ho mang thiét rdi! Kha gat gi:

— U Budi hop hém nay do n6 dung ra to chirc do!

Thu lai ludom mét:

— N6 van nhin y chang du dang! Hong biét tai thu cii khong ri ciing vé hay sao ma ta van thay ghét no
qua.

Dén cudi budi hop, cai tén "du dang" tu goi la Trung ay ding 1€n noi 101 cam ta dén nhiing nguoi da bo
cong dén du. Hin thao thao dién thuyet vé muc dich cta to chirc va tom gon lai nhimg y kién da néu 1én
nghe ciing luu loat, nhiét tinh ghé lim. Vira n6i, hin hinh nhu dang dua miét quan st tit ca moi thanh
vién trong hoi doan. Hin hoi nging mat lai & Thur... chiéu tuéng... rdi lai ung dung nhin sang noi khac
mdt cach lanh lung. Thé 1a chién tranh bung nd, hai phe cir 1au lau lai bén 1én nhiing tia quang nhén xoay
x04y vé phia nhau, nira do hoi, nira thach thirc. Ngoai mat, Thu ra vé diém nhién, nhung trong bung
bong... ring minh.

Sau khi budi hop két thiic, moi nguoi dugc moi o lai dé du bira com "than mat" & mot nha hang trong khu
China Town, va sin di tham du budi van nghé cdy nha 14 vuon ciia mét nhom VSA, cling lai do anh
truong doan "xa hoi den" cua chiing ta dich than huéng dan va dan xép.

Bén tiéng hop dai ding ding di qua, miy anh chi sinh vién méi that sy co dip nodi cudi riu rit, nhat 14 khi
duoc hira s& dugc boi dudng am thuc! Pung 1a dugc voi thi doi tién, moi nguoi lai 1€n tiéng nhao nhao
doi di dau choi khuya sau khi coi van nghé. Dén van dé an udng thi hai tiéu nhoc Thu va Kha rat hiang hai
dong gop ¥ kién. Thu tang hing giong:

— Minh di an ché nghen may anh chi! Nghe don & khu niy c6 quan ché tio son hap dan lim do6. Thé 1a
nhimg tiéng reo ho bat dau trdi 1én.

— i, di an ch¢ tao son ba con oi...

Hin im lang quan sat ndy gio, khong ai muén ma ciing tw dong gio tay 1én phat biéu bang giong lanh
ngét:

— Khong di dugc! Minh khong du gio!



Cuing lai la cdi tén du déng nay! RS rang ngudi 16n thuong dén rang: "If you can't find anything nice to
say then don't say anything." Dang nay, chic c6 1& hin s khong 1én tleng thi thién ha s& 1am 13 hén... bi
cAm cho nén phai ra uy kiéu ay. Moi ngudi tiu nghiu, cut himg. Thu xiu mat xudng, mot chut gian hon
thoang trén guong mat. Trong khi moi nguoi dang lay hoay tim bop, xach gio di ra, Kha va Thu ciing
chay nhu lan quan dé hoi tim diing dudng 1ai xe ra chd hen ké tiép. Pung 14 vy thém tiéng x4u cho bon
con gai, hai dira nay ma 1& dai duoc cho co hoi dé di khai pha mot con duong nao méi hon duong tir nha
dén truong thi chic tui nd s& cir viéc nham mit dit nhau di bang qua bién gidi Canada ma ciing cha c6
hay biét. Thu dang 1ai cti chép lai tén dia chi va sé phone cua nha hang thi hin ¢ dau Iu o ding ¢ sau
lung:

— Biét duong chua Thu? -- hin ha giong hoi nho.

— O..! -- Thu giat minh quay lai. Troi oi sg qua! Lai 1a cdi mit bam tron cta han. Nhung... ky ndy cip
mat diu dang hon mot chat. Nhin bét... du déng rat nhiéu.

— K&! Khong sao. -- Thu con hoi am tc.

— Trung khong mudn ai phai di lac hét... Pung c6 khé tinh qua mo! -- Khudn mit 1am 1i cta hin chot no
ra mot nu cudi. Mot nu cudi hién hoa, phang phat nét... ngd nghé (cai ngd nghé hé hét tua theo 101 ké vé
mot ngudi ban trai ctia ba chi). Thu bong hoi ching long:

— O thi chua chic may... Hoi ndy Trung néi queo trai khi minh exit dudng Third rdi 6m cua chay vong...
-- Thu doc lai dudong di mot cach hoi ngép ngung.

— Théi vay Thu dé xe & da. i chung xe v6i Trung cho tién.

Thu tron xoe d6i mit, thim nghi chic tén ni méi di danh 16n véi ai rdi dugce mang chién théng vé cho doi
nha hay sao ma... Pang phan van thi nhé Kha cit nhu ctru tinh tir trén troi lot xudng, khong biét & dau
chay mot cai ao dén trudc mat cua Trung va Thu:

— Di xe ai? Trung chd tui nay hd? Sn chd ludn chi Thiy va bé Nhi ¢ dang kia ludn nghe. -- Kha hat cai
mit vé phia dam con gaii phia trudc, hoi mot cach 1ém linh, tinh bo... v s 1.

Han hoi liéc qua Thu, 101 m U

— Okay! Trung doi may ¢ ‘ngoai xe. -- ROi quay lung di ra cira trudc.

Nho Kha tron mat khong gidu noi v& ngac nhién:

— Chuyén gi vay? Truong doan cua chiing ta vira gia tir vii khi tré vé ban hoa a2 Hom nay dang khong
t6t bung qua vay? Sao san hdi ndy noi chuyén nho khong hach cai t6i né khong cho minh vo cong hdi cho
ky truée. Con ng minh 16i xin 18i chtr bd! -- Kha liu lo néi mot hoi. Nho Thur thi ciing ngac nhién khong
kém, nd 1am bam:

— U Han con no tui minh 161 xin 16i.
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Hai thang sau do.

— Renggg! Renggg!

— Hello? --Thu nhac phone 1én.

— Sao khong di ti¢c Halloween véi tui nay? Trung cé gui thu moi ra cho moi ngudi ma. Thu khong nhén
duogc a?

Mot giong noi quen quen vang Ién trén duong gidy. Lai la han. Tir sau phién hop hom & ay, anh truong
doan cta chung bdng sanh tanh biét "quan tam" cho ddng bao, biét lo ling hon cho nhiing thanh vién.
Han thuong goi phone dén hoi thim chuyén ning mua bén nha, hay ban luan vé tran dong dat bén... M&.
Co¢ 1@ tai mot ngay dai chua dugc noi chuyén véi ai hay sao d6 ma Thu ty dung lai thanh that trat ra bau
tdm sy. Nao 1a ngay mai nho ta c6 bai thi trong 16p Chemistry nén nho khong dam bo gi¢ 6n bai dé di
choi dém nay. Hoi chiéu dén gid n6 da ngdi khoanh chan trén giuong "tung niém' ' gan xong bon chapters
dai ddng nhu thé doc kinh Quan Nghiém v6i vo s6 cong thire r6i ram. Thu thé ra thuon thuot:

— Thu ciing mudn ra gip mit ban bé trong dip vui nay chtr. Va lai thé nao v dé ciing duoc trick or treat
né! Halloween ma bi ket & nha khong c6 keo an thi thiét budn qua. Hin im ling mot vai gidy rdi néi nhu
ra I¢énh:

— Okay, Thu can nghi xa hoi mot chat 6. 30 phut théi, I promise. Chin gio Trung dén doi Thu trudc
cong nha. Khong biét tai sao... Thu lai khong phan doi.
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Chin gio toi. Han da dung doi trude cira. Thu vira budc ra thi hin vAy vAy xau chia khoa:

— Thu 1ai xe nhe!

— Di dau? Thu chi mudn nira tiéng "break" thoi ma! -- Thu hoi lai, giong yéu 6t.



— Thoi vay 1én xe di Trung cho. It will only take 30 minutes, I promise! -- Giong han chac nich.

Thu bdng hién kho ra nhu "con méo ngai ngu trén tay anh" trong tho ciia Nguyén Sa. N6 liu riu theo got
hén di ra xe nhu mot tén binh nhi nghe theo 1énh cta cip 16n. Chiéc xe ctia hin phong voi vio tiém in
Coco’s ¢ goc duong gan nha. C6 tiép vién dé thuong trong bd 4o hoa trang ctia Babe Ruth niém né chi
cho hai dtra ¢én mot ban tréng. La lung, 1an dau tién gip mat riéng ¢ ngoai, Thu méi thay hén blet mo
miéng, cir huyén thuyén noi chuyén cing... co duyen Giong ciia hin ¢ pha vo mét chut xiu tleng nguoi
mién Bic, nghe sao ngot ngot céi tai, mat tiéu cai giong du dang cua lan gap mat dau tién. Han n6i nhidu
lam. N6i nhu d3 than nhau tir luc trude roi. Nhung tuyét ddi chi ban vé chuyén non nudc, vé dong bao ti
nan ctia chung ta, vé nhitng cudc ndi day ¢ Thai Binh, & Xuan Loc, rdi dén ca nhitng sy kién hoi méi méi
hon nhu 14n treo ¢& mau trong thu d6 ti nan hay 1i lut & mién Trung. Va roi han cling nhéc dén hoi cho
Xuan nim ndo. Thu chot nhé 161 din ctia nhé Kha, "Hén con ng minh mdt 16 xin 16i." Thu mim cudi vu
vo mot minh, "U' Bé 6 tinh sau!"

bung 25 phut sau, han ding 1én giuc:

— Pi Thu! Bén gio r6i.

Han lai voi va phong xe dua Thu vé trudc cong nha. Moi sy xdy ra nhu chép nhoang lam Thu chua biét
1am sao phai phan ng thi han nghiéng nguoi qua bang ghé sau, 161 ra mot bich gidy mau tring dua cho
Thu:

— Happy Halloween!

Thu bbi rdi ra mit. No cam nhén bich gidy ma mudn cong ca ban tay. Hin giuc Thu mé ra xem: Nhiing
thoi keo chocolates nim ngon ngang trong bich. Nao la M&Ms, Snickers, Kudos, Totsie Rolls, Milky
Ways, Three Musketeers. Va rdi né lai bdng ngan nguoi ra khi tim thay dudi ddy bich - mot ly ché tao
son! Hin mim cudi, chen chat tinh nghich:

— Keo thi Trung phai an cdp ctia miy dira chdu. Ly ché thi tai Trung thiéu ky trude! Con doi héi gi nira
hong c6 nuong?

Thu chi biét tron mat ra nhin hin. Loi din ciia nho Kha nhu bién dau mat. Hinh nhu né dang can mot cai
gi khac hon ngoai mét 16i xin 16i ciia mot Tét nam nao!



