CONG VIEN SHENANDOAH

» Tac gia: Pham Van Tuén

I/ Cong Vién Qudc Gia Shenandoah.

M&i nam c6 gan 2 triéu du khach t&i tham Cong Vién Shenandoah thugc tiéu bang Virginia va riéng vao thang 10,
400 ngan nguoi da dén khu vuc thidng canh nay dé thudng thirc quang canh “la vang’.

Cong Vién Quoc Gia Shenandoah nam trén phan nui dep nhat cia Rang Nui Xanh (the Blue Ridge) va day la phan
phia déng cua Day Nui Appalachian trai dai tlr tieu bang Pennsylvania t&i tieu bang Georgia. Phia trai cida Rang Nui
Xanh la Dong S6ng Shenandoah, vi vay Cong Vién da mang danh ti nay.

Rang Nui Xanh gdm loai da granit ¢b va cac nui Ira cb xwa da bién the co 1& ca ti nam vé trwdc. Con nguoi sbng
trén mién nudi nay vao khoang 9,000 ndm, rdi sau nay co cac the san gbéc ngudi Da Bd nhwng ho da khong dé lai cac
d4u tich. Cac nguwdi dinh cw dau tién trong thung Iting Shenandoah da vwot qua Rang Nui Xanh vao nam 1716, ho tw
mién dat Pennsylvania di vé phia nam. Vao nam 1800, cac vung dat thAp da cé cac chi trai ndng nghiép trong khi
trén mién hiém tr& van con hoang da, cho t&i khi d4t dai tré nén khan hiém, nhiéu ngwdi dan da [én mién déi nui, pha
ri’ng, san thu va chan nudi bo va cuu.

T&i nam 1926, Québc Hoi Hoa Ky da chap thuan viéc thanh 1ap Cong Vién Quéc,Gia Shenandoah va vao thoi ky nay,
tieu bang Virginia da mua lai gan 280 dam vubéng dat dai gom 3,870 manh dat tw, dé tang cho chinh quyén trung
wong va 2,000 cw dan sbng trén cac phan dat ciia Céng Vién da phai di chuyén qua noi khac.

Vao nam 1936, Tong Thong Franklin D. Roosevelt da khéi dau mét chuong trinh phuc héi vé dep thién nhién cla
mién Cong Vién Shenandoah nay bang cach trong thém nhiéu loai cay nhw sbi (oak), hdo dao (hickory) cung nhiéu
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glong cay khac. Cac phwong tién gidi tri dworc thiét 1ap do Co' S& Bao Toan Dan Vu (the Civilian Conservation Corps)
roi Con Buwdng Dinh Nui (the Skyllne Drive) dwoc hoan thanh vao nam 1939. Coéng Vién Qudc Gia Shenandoah tiy
nay dwoc bao phd bang cac rirng cay thay 14 theo mua, v&i 100 loai khac nhau, thdo mdc day da khién cho vao nam
1976, Qudc Hbi Hoa Ky da chap nhan 2/5 dién tich CL’Ja Céng Vién c6 du tinh hoang da (wilderness), phan con lai
thudc mién Big Meadows |4 ving dat tran day céac loai hoa dai, cac trai cay nhw dau dé (strawberry) va dau xanh
(blueberry), 1a nhirtng th&r hp dan dbi véi ca cac loai tha rieng 1an con ngudi.

Trong Cong Vién Shenandoah hién nay c6 nhiéu loai thu vat nhw hwou, bdo, méo rirng (bobcat), ga 16i (turkey) cling
nhw cac thu vat nhé khac (raccoon, chipmunk, skunk, opossum) va loai sé¢c mau xam (gray squirrel). C6 vao khoang
200 loai chim dwoc ghi nhan nhw chim cu, chim gd md, qua den (raven), chim béat rudi (flycatcher) cung nhiéu tha
khac. Rirng cay ciing 1a noi trd &n ctia nhiéu loai ran va bo sat.

Céng Vién Quéc Gia Shenandoah dwoc chinh thire thanh lap vao ngay 26/12/1935, rong 194,630 mau (acres)(1 acre
= 4047 mét vudbng) vé&i Con Buwdng Pinh Nui (the Skyline Drive) trai dai 105 dam (miles) hay 168 cay sb (km), t
Front Royal t&i Waynesboro. Doc theo Con Pwéng nay cé 75 khu viec ngdm canh dé& nhin ra cac dinh nui, cac vuc
sau va cac mién thung liing bén dwi. Xuyén qua cac canh rirng ram rap 1a cac 16i mon (trails) dai 500 dam (miles)
hay 800 cay sb, bao gdm ca mot phan cta L&i Mon trén Rang Nui Appalachian. Bi doc theo cac 16i di quanh co 1én
xudng nay, du khach gap cac dong sudi, cac thac nwéc, cac loai chim cling nhw cac thi vat nhw gau, nai...

Cong Vién Qudc Gia Shenandoah la noi cé phong canh thay dbi theo mua. Mua Xuan bat dau vao thang 3 véi nhiéu
loai hoa n& rd, v&i cac cay séi dé (red mapple) cuing cac loai cay khac (serviceberry, hepatica...). Réi loat 14 xanh lan
dan I&n dinh nui voi téc d6 100 feet trong mot ngdy. Nhiéu loai hoa dai mudn mau né rd vao thang 4 va thang 5. Cudi
thang 5 14 mua hoa Azelea tim. Céc loai chim khac nhau tim dén mién nui nay lam t6, khién cho du khach gap nhiéu
canh tri m&i, &m thanh mai tai khap noi. Qua mua Thu, 14 dbi mau thanh vang twoi thwe 1a rwe ré. Nhiéu du khéach téi
noi day dé ngédm canh La Vang Mua Thu véi thoi gian thich hop nhét tir ngay 10 t&i ngay 25 thang 10. Qua thang 11,
phan I&n cac phwong tién du lich dong ctra nhwng Con Pwdng Binh NUi vAn mé trir khi thoi tiét x4u hay co tuyét va
da dong trén mat dwong.

Céch di t¢i Cong Vién Qubc Gia Shenandoah:
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1/ T Tha D6 D.C.: dung Xa Lo 66 west, di téi dwong US-340, ré trai hwéng nam, di 4 miles t¢i cdng vao phia bac tai
Front Royal.

2/ Néu di tlr thanh phé Charlotteville: dung Xa L6 1-64 west, t&i cdng vao phia nam tai Rockfish.

3/ T phia tay: dung dworng US-211 east, qua mién Luray t&i Céng Thornton Gap, hodc néu ciing tr hwéng tay, di
dworng US-33 east, téi Cong Swift Run Gap.

Gia tién vao céng: US$10/xe.

[/ Mét s6 diém ngdm canh doc theo Con Pudng Dinh Nui.
1/ 0 mile = diém béat dau clia Con Dwéong Dinh Nui, di tir phia bac .

2/ 0.6 mile = cbng vao tlr Front Royal, day la tram kiém soat clia Cong Vién Qudc Gia Shenandoah, 1a noi thu 1& phi
vao clra va tra I&i cac cau hoi cung giup do khi can.

3/ 2.8 miles (d6 cao 1398 ft) = diém ngdm cénh (overlook) tr cao xudng thung liing Shenandoah, tai day du khach
nhin thay & dang xa la Rang Nui Massanuten, nui nay chia con sdng Shenandoah lam hai nhanh, nhanh phia bac &
xa, nhanh phia nam & gan, hai nhanh séng héi tu tai phia bac cta Front Royal.

4/ 4.6 miles (d6 cao 1490 ft) = Trung Tam Du Khach Dickey Ridge. bBay la mot trong hai trung tam thong tin chinh, véi
cac dich vu va hoat dong cung vai ctra hang ban ban do, sach bao va tranh anh.

5/ 6.8 miles (d6 cao 2085 ft) = diém ngdm canh Gooney Run, tai day du khach nhin thay thung Iing phia dwdi con
bén phai la trung tam Dickey Ridge.

6/ 17.1 miles (d6 cao 2810 ft) = diém ngdm canh Range View, trinh bay trwéc méat du khach la toan canh cda phan
I&n Rang Nui Xanh.
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7/ 21 miles (d6 cao 3385 ft) = diém ngdm canh Hogback. Vao ngdy quang dang du khach c6 thé nhin rd dong séng
Shenandoah lwvon khuc bén dudi.

8/ 22.2 miles (d6 cao 2750 ft) = noi cdm trai Mathews Arm, 1a viing dat dwng |&u, dau xe trailers va dét Itra trai.

9/ 24.1 miles (d6 cao 2445 ft) = Trung tdm dich vy Elwallow. Cac phuwong tién tai noi day mé clra tir thang 5 toi thang
10, gdm noii picnic, dich vu am thyc, tram xang, ctra hang ban nwéc da, do vat ky niém, than dot 1o...

10/ 31.5 miles (d6 cao 2304 ft) = Céng Vao Thorn Gap. bay la mét trong cac cbng vao chinh, v&i con dwdng US-221
tlr Warrenton & phia déong vwot Rang Nui Shenandoah dé qua mién Luray & phia tay.

11/ 32.4 miles (d6 cao 2510 ft) = dwdng ham Marys Rock (tunnel), lam vao ndm 1932, di qua 600 ft da v&i khoang
trong cao 13 ft.

12/ 36.7 miles (d6 cao 3350 ft) = diém ngdm canh Pinnacles, noi day cé nha trG mwa nang va la noi di t&i duwong
mon Appalachian.

13/ 38.6 miles (dd cao 3100 ft) = diém ngédm canh Stony Man, tir noi nay du khach nhin thdy thung Iiing & phia dwéi,
xa hon la rang nui Massanuten.

14/ 41.7 miles va 42.5 miles (36 cao 3680 ft) = Trung tdm Skyland. Day la dia diém cao nhat clia Con Duong Dinh
NUi v&i nhieu tién nghi nhw nha tro, phong hop, quan an, clra hang qua ky niém, ngwa cho thué. Nha thién nhién hoc
George Freeman Pollock da thiét 1ap noi nghi Skyland vao nam 1890 va day la khéi diém dé xay dwng Cong Vién
Shenandoah.

15/ 50.7 miles (d6 cao 3490 ft) = thac nwéc Dark Hollow. Day la thac nwéc gan Con Pwéng Binh Nui nhét, thac nay
cao 70 ft, cach noi dau xe 0.75 mile.

16/ 51 miles = Trung Tam Du Khach Byrd: 1a mét trong hai trung tam chinh, cé cac trién 1am vé lich st thién nhién va
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nhan vat, clra hang ban ban do, sach bao, tranh anh. Cach noi nay khéng xa 1 nha hang an, tiém ca phé, tram xang
va clra hang ban qua ky niém. Ngoai ra con cé cac nha tro (lodge) mé clra vao cac mua xuan, ha va thu. Bay cling la
noi cam trai, dau xe trailers...

17/ 57.5 miles = Nui Lewis: m¢& clra tir thang 5 t&i thang 10, v&i cac tién nghi khac nhw nha nghi (cabin), ctra hang,
bai dat picnic, cam trai va dot Itra trai.

18/ 62.8 miles (dd cao 2950 ft) = diém ngdm canh South River. Day la mét noi dang ngirng xe dé tb chirc picnic hodc
di theo con duwdng mon téi thac nwdc South River cach xa 1.25 miles.

19/ 65.7 miles (46 cao 2365 ft) = Cbng Vao Swift Run Gap, 1a mét trong cac cdng chinh vao Céng Vién. Day la noi
con duwdng US-33 cat ngang dinh Nui Xanh

20/ 67.2 miles (dd cao 2719 ft) = diém ngdm canh Swift Run, noi cung cép céac tin tlrc, ban d6, dich vu va cac
phwong tién khac.

21/ 69.3 miles (d6 cao 2450 ft) = diém ngan canh Bacon Hollow, tir noi nay du khach nhin thdy mién Piedmond &
phia déng va mién Flattop & phia nam.

22/ 73.2 miles (d6 cao 2245 ft) = tram linh kiém |am Simons Gap (ranger station): cac nhan vién kiém 1am (ranger)
thudc phan phia nam ctia Céng Vién c6 thé giup d& du khach khi can.

23/ 78.2 miles (d6 cao 2860 ft) = diém ngam canh Rockytop, 1a noi nhin thay ving dat hoang vu Big Run.

24/ 79.5 miles = Dia diém cam trai Loft Mountain, noi c6 cay xang, clia hang qua ky niém, clia hang ban nwéc da, cui
dot, cung cac phwong tién cam trai va dot Ira trai.

25/ 83.7 miles (d6 cao 2595 ft) = khu c&m trai Dundo Group, danh cho cac nhém tb chire trai hé da dat truéc.

26/ 84.1 miles (d6 cao 2790 ft) = bai dau xe Jones Run, danh cho cac du khach leo nui téi thac nwéc Jones Run cao
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42 ft & cach xa 1.8 miles.
27/ 98.9 miles (d6 cao 2485 ft) = diém ngdm canh Calf Mountain, cung cap canh nhin 300 do.

28/ 104.6 miles (d6 cao 1900 ft) = Céng vao Rockfish phia nam, la phan cudi ciia Con Pwdng Dinh Nui Skyline. Day
cling la noi hdi tu cua cac con dwdng chinh US-250 va |-64.

Con Bwédng Dinh Nui (the Skyline Drive) 1a mét dwong 16 rat dai va hep, di qua nhiéu thdng canh hap dan, vi vay cac
du khach nén quan sat tai cac diém ngam canh (overlook) va khéng nén nhin canh khi 1ai xe. Téc dd gidi han clia xe
chay 1a 35 miles/gi®» b&i vi cac thu vat hoang da cé thé chay ngang qua dwdng.

Thoi tlet ctia mién nui nay thay dbi bat thwong, co thé la lanh hay mwa va doi khi cd swong mu, vi vay du khach hay
lai xe can than khi thoi tiét xau. Hay phong xa bi trom cap, khéng nén dé cac dé vat quy trén mat ban picnic, trong xe
khéng khoa. Cac mén db co gia tri phai cat noi kin ddo, trong thuing xe cé khda va tét nhat 1a mang theo ngudi.

Trong trwdng hop khan céap, gap cac tai nan hay cac kho khan bat ngd, du khach cé thé goi s6 dién thoai 1-800-732-
0911. Khi can hai tin trc thi nén dung s6 dién thoai 1-703-999-2266 (ghi am) hay 1-703-999-2299.

Pham Van Tuéan.
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