Con me¢o Tobermory

Saki
ban dich ciia Nguyén Thi Chan Quynh

SAKI (1870-1916),
Saki tén that la Hector Hugh Munro, ngu(n gbc To cach lan (Scottland), sinh tai Mién dién
(Burma) nhung duogc nudi day ¢ Anh quoc.

Trudce khi bude chén vao nghiép van, Saki cong tac vai to bao bao thu The Morning Post va chi
bat dau viét truy€én cham biém tur 1896. Tru cudn sach dau tay 1a mot cudn sir lidu, va hai tap
tiéu thuyét, tac pham cua Saki gdm toan truyén ngan :

1990 The Rise of the Russian Empire

? The Westminster Alice

1902 Not so stories

1904 Reginald

1910 Reginald in Russia

1911 The Chronicles of Clovis

1912 The Unbearable (tiéu thuyet)

1913 When William came (tiéu thuyét, Noel Coward da muon ¥ viét thanh kich
Peace in our time)

1914 Beasts and Super Beasts

Khi Thé chién I bung nd, mic dau khong con O loa tudi thanh nién, Saki da 1 nguoi dau tién
xung phong nhap ngii. Nam 1916, dng tir trin & Phap.

Hai cudn sau day dugc xuat ban sau khi Saki da mat :

1919 The Toys of Peace
1919 The Square Egg

Saki noi tleng vé truyén ngan, doi khi rat ngin chi d¢ vai trang, cudi cot, cham biém pha chut
quai di, két cau thuong dot ngdt.

Cai xa hoi ma 6ng mo ta 1a xa hoi Anh hdi dau thé ky XX, khi anh huong Thanh gido
(Puritanism) chi con céi vo véi nhitng nghi thire, wdc 1€ bén ngoai. Saki va vach ra nhiing tap
tuc gia dbi, nhitng "khudn vang, thudc ngoc" ctia xa hdi van minh, chi dé nén chir khong tan
diét dugc nhitng khat vong tham kin, ban ning ich ky ctia con nguoi.

Trong truyén "Con méo Tobermory", nit si Scraven c6 mot doi song "bang thanh ngoc khiét" lai
ua sang tac nhimng van tho rat muc nong nan, loi 1. Va con méo Tobermory, s¢ di dang toi chét
chi vi n6 thuong lan quat dudi gdm givdng nén di thong to tit ca nhitng bi an ctia moi ngudi.

Trong "Vi Thanh va con Yéu", khi vira bat duoc dong tién, vi Théanh sot sang nghi ngay dén .
mua thoc cho chudt an, nhung khi sy bong bot ban dau ling Xuong, thi 6ng d6i y mudn mua nén
thap ban thd' cho minh. Mic dau vi Thanh kha kinh vién ra nhiéu ly1e rat cung, con Y¢éu tai
quai biét ong nguy bién, song vi ¢6 gido duc, n6 khong biéu 16 diéu nod phat giac ra ngoai mat
di chi bang mot cai chép mat "va lai von 1a mot con yéu bang da du c6 mubn chép mit ciing
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khong chop duoc".

But phap cua Saki c6 dong, an hién mot nu cudi kin ddo, di dom, duyén déang, rat... ”Ang 1e".

Théng tam, mot budi chidu mwa am wdt va gia ngét, d6 1a lic giao thoi. Nhitng con ga gb van
dugc binh yén, tirc 13 con nam trong ti lanh ; cam tha khong c6 dé ma sin - trir phi ta & vao khu
vuc ¢6 con kénh Bristol 4n nglt phuong Bic, trong tmong hop nay ta c6 thé dudng hoang sin dudi
loai huou do béo tot Blemley phu nhén m¢ h01 tai tu gia, nha ba lai khong bi con kénh Bristol
ngin chin & phia Bic thanh thir trwa hém Ay quanh ban tiéc tracta phu nhan, quan khach xam lai
dong dao vong trong vong ngoai chét nich. Mac du gap phai cai mua budn té vo vi va tinh cach
nham chan ctia budi tiép tan, ngudi ta khong thay trong dam thuc khach cai vé bdn chdn, n6 cd
nghia la ho dang lo ngay ngdy sé phai chiu du’ng mot ban duong cAm khong hdn va thém thudng
mat van bai ma chang dam heé rang. Hién thoi ai ndy dang ngay ngudi chi muyc vao cai dang voc
quen thu¢c nhung chang c6 gi dic sdc cua Cornelius Appin. Trong dam khach, ong 1a nguoi co6
tiéng tim mo hd nhat. Ngu(n ta khao nhau rang ong 1a ngudi "c6 tai" va ong duoc gia chu moi véi
hy vong it ra mgt phan cdi tai cia 6ng s€ dugc dem ra st dung dé mua vui cho khach khira. Song
dén tan bira ti¢c tra hom & ay, Blemley phu nhén van chua kham pha ra cai "tai" cua ong ta nam o
chd nao, néu qua that 6 ong co tai. Ong chang phai la ngudi biét gidu cot, ciing khong la tay vo dich
choi bong, 6ng khong hi€u thuét thoi mién lai chang phai 1a mot kich si. Cur trong cai ma ngoai thi
ong khong thudc loai ngum ma phu nit sdn long tha thir néu mdt tri tu¢ c6 hoi yéu kém. Ong chi
tran tryi 1a 6ng Appin, con Cornelius (1) tya ho chi 14 cai tén gan thém vao con nguodi 6ng khi rira
t6i cho oai. Hién tai 6ng dang khoe vira kham phé ra mot diéu rit méi la va nhirng phat minh nhu
thudc sung, chit in hay tdu hoa so voi phat minh cua 6ng chi 1a nhitng tro tré rit xoang. Khoa hoc
da tién nhimg budc dai trén nhiéu 1anh virc may chyc nam nay, nhung phat minh ctia éng phai ké
nhu mdt phép la chir khong con 1a mt thanh tyu cia khoa hoc.

"Phai chang tién sinh mudn chiing toi tin rang tién sinh da tim ra mot phuong phap day tha vat biét
noi tiéng nguoi, ring con méo quy Tobermory 14 dira hoc trd diu tién cua tién sinh di thanh cong ?
" Wilfred Blemley tuong cong hoi.

Appin dép : "Day la mot van dé toi da nghién ciru tir mudi bay nim nay, song chi khoang tim chin
thang vira qua t6i méi thay c6 vai tia hy vong nhé. Di nhién t6i da timg thi nghiém trén hang ngan
stic vat nhung mai sau ndy méi nhan thay chi c6 gidng méo 1a loai diu hoa minh duge véi van hoa
ctia chiing ta van con giir nguyén ven ban chat loai thi. Thinh thoang chung ta thdy mot con méo
tinh khon tuyét voi, vuot xa dong loai, cling y nhu truong hop loai nguoi vay. Khi toi lam quen voi
Tobermory cach day do mot tudn, toi biét ngay minh da gap mot con méo théng minh xut ching.
T6i da tién xa trén con duong thi nghiém, véi Tobermory gan day t6i di dat muc dich".

Appin két thic ban tuyén ngdn dfw biét do voi mdt giong ma bao nhiéu Vé,déc ¥, ty man dﬁ‘du’(_)c’
can than gat bo di hét. Khong thay ai kéu : "Cudi !" Tuy rang Clovis c6 map may moi tua hd mudn

bat ra cai chir n6 khién ta lién tudng ngay dén loai soi da (2).

Sau mét gidy yén lang, ¢ Resker gang : "Tién sinh mudn ndi rang tién sinh di day duoc con méo
Tobermory hiéu va bap be vai tiéng nhét gimg chtr gi 2"

"Thua v6i c6 Resker" nha lam ra phép la kién nhan tra 16i : "Nguoi ta day tré con, day 10 nguoi
man di hay lii ngu dan bang phuong phédp nay, nhung mot khi ta da bat dugc lién lac véi mdt con
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méo thong minh tuyét dinh thi nguoi ta khong can gi dén nhitng phuwong phap tri chim nhu thé.
Con Tobermory néi dugc tieng nguoi rat soi".

Lan nay tiéng Clovis nghe rd mén mot : "T6 su Cudi !" Wilfred tuéng cong 18 d6 hon nhung ciing
to ra khong kém hoai nghi.

Blemley phu nhan dé nghi : "Thi ta ¢t goi ngay con méo vao day khic biét".

Wilfred tuéng cong chay di kiém méo, moi ngudi ngdi xudng lang ling chd doi mot budi trinh
dién a0 thuat nguoi néi tiéng bung.

Mot phut sau Wilfred tuéng cong tro v&, mit tai nhot dudi lan da sam néng, hai mét tron xoe déy
kich dong :

"Troi dat oi, chuyén c6 thyc day !"

Vé hét hoang ciia tuéng cong hién nhién khong gia ddi, tan khach giat minh tinh tao xim xit vay
quanh.

Wilfred tudng cong gieo minh xuong chiéc ghe banh vira néi vira tho : "Toi tim thiy n6 dang ngu
lo mo trong phong hut thude bén goi n6 di udng tra. Thay n6 nhap nhay cap mat nhin t61 nhu moi
khi, t61 giuc : "Mau lén Tobermory, ding dé moi nguoi phai cho doi". Thé rdi, cha me oi, né6 mai
kéo dai cai giong meo meo choi tai ciia nd ra ma bao toi rang khi ndo né khoai ti n6 khac dén. To6i
gin ngd nglra".

Lic ndy Appin noi rd bot mép chang mot ai tin, gio nghe Wilfred tudng cong ke moi nguoi lap tice
hét ho nghi. Mot trang tiéng kéu kinh ngac vang lén trong khi nha bac hoc ta ngdi yén bat dau

thudng thirc két qua su phat minh khong tién khoang hau ctia minh.

Giira cai ltic 6n a0, ndo nhiét 4y, Tobermory litng thitng nhon timg bude ém nhu ru, Iu It dan xac
vao, lam bd than nhién hudng vé nhdém nguoi vay quanh ban tra.

Quan khach dot nhi€n im 13ng, ludng cudng, nguong ngdp, xem ra ai ndy hoi boi roi khi phai doi
xUr ngang hang vdi mdt con meo bi€t noi tieng nguoi.

"Tobermory c6 mudn udng sita khong ?" Blemley phu nhan gang guong hoi.

”Uéng ciing duoc" 14 cau tra 101, véi mot giong déu déu, limg khung. Moi nguoi c¢b nén hoi hop, va
déu thong cam khi Blemley phu nhan rot sita ra dia ma tay run ban bat.

Phu nhan sugng sting chita then : "T6i that vo ¥, danh do ca sita ra ngoai".

Tobermory dap : "Khong hé gi. Va lai chiéc tham quy ay chang phai 13 ciia t6i".

Lai thém mot thoi gian yén lang 10i c6 Resker ¢6 1dy cung cach thanh lich cua nguoi thanh thi hoi
hoc tleng nguoi c6 kho khong ? Toberrnory giuvong mat nhin thang vao mit co mot lac roi diém
nhién r61 nhan tuyén vao khoang gitra hai bén. Hién nhién nhitng cau hoi ngd ngan khong c6 chd

trong dao sdng ctia no.

Tobermory nghi gi vé tri thong minh ciia loai ngudi ?" Mavis Pellington dénh tréng lang mot cach
vung ve.
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"Nhu tri thong minh cta ai chang han ?" Tobermory lanh ling van lai.
"Thi chiang han nhu tri théng minh cua t6i nay", Mavis vira n6i vira cuoi khac khich.

"Qua tinh ¢d dat toi vao mdt truong hop kho xu' Tobermory dap, giong noi va di€u bd cua nd
chang c6 gi to ra lung tung "Khi ban dén chuyén moi ¢6 du hdi hdm nay, Wilfred tudng cong da
can nhan rang c6 1a nguoi kém thong minh nhét tran doi, rang hiéu khach 1a mot chuyén ma
thwong hai nhitng ké dan don lai 1a mét chuyén khac. Blemley phu nhén c3i rang chinh Vi dau oc
0 khong sang lang nén ¢6 méi dugc moi, phu nhén cho rang chi c6 ¢6 1a ngudi doc nhat du ngde
nghéch dé chiu mua lai chiéc xe "¢ 16 si" ctia ho. Cai xe ma ho ménh danh 1a "Niém ao udc cua
Sisyphus" 4y ma (3), boi vi n6 c6 thé ngoan ngoan leo 1én dbc duoc véi didu kién co nguoi day no
1én".

Nhirng 161 chong ché ctia Blemley phu nhan s€ hitu hi€u hon néu sdng hdm d6 phu nhan da khong
ngau nhién d¢ nghi véi Mavis rang chicc xe ay chinh 1a c&i ma c¢6 nén c6 dé st dung tai nha ri€éng
cua c6 ¢ vung Devonshire.

Thiéu t4 Barfield voi vang danh trng lap

Ay, 1y, . cau chuyén giita chti may véi ¢ mé tn & chud . dén dau
"Nay, nay, Tobermory, cau chuyén gitra chti may véi c6 méo mudp ¢ chuong ngua di dén da
roi?"

Ong vira budng 10 1ap tic ai ndy biét ngay 6ng da noi hé.

"Thuong thuong ngu:(n ta khong dem nhimng chuyén 4y ra ban truéc cong ching" Tobermory lanh
nhat tra 161. "Chi can nhén xét qua loa nhiing hanh vi cua 6ng tir khi 6ng dat chan dén cai nha nay,
t6i thiét tuong 6ng cling thay cé diéu bat tién néu toi xoay cau chuyén sang doi sdng riéng tu cua
chinh 6ng 7"

Luc 4y thi khong phai chi riéng thiéu ta Barfield hon via 1én may.

”Tobermory thtr xuong xem chi bep da don xong com chiéu cua Tobermory chua" Blemley phu
nhan voi khoa lap, vo nhu khong biét rang it nhat ciing ca hai tiéng nita méi t6i gio com chiéu ctia
con meo.

"Pa ta phu nhan, t6i chua muén in com ngay sau khi ding tra. T6i khéng mubn boi thuc".
"Loai méo c6 tdi chin doi séng co ma" Wilfred tudng cong pha tro.
"RAt c6 thé, nhung chi co mdi mot cai da day".

Ba Cornett 1én tiéng : "Adelaide, chang 1& chi khuyén khich cho con méo nay tiép tuc pham binh
chung t6i nhu bon t6i t& van lam trong bép sao 2"

Qua that ndi kinh hoang da 13y ra khap moi ngudi. - cai biét thy nay hau nhu trude mdi cira s6
phong ngu déu c6 mot cai hién nho chay qua, va ai ndy déu chot da khi suc nhd rang chdn ay chinh
14 noi con Tobermory ua tho than dao choi, rinh chim bd cu - va c6 Trdi méi biét nd con thay
nhiing gi khac nita. Néu né cir theo cai da nay ma bep Xep, ké lung tung nhing gi né da myc

kich at 1a con kh01 nguoi bo V1a Ba Cornett sudt ngay ngam vubt trudc ban phan, nguol ta noi ba
c6 mau da "déi ndng dam mua" cia khach giang hd dau riang ba c6 khuynh hudng song rat quy cu,
hién tai ba dang dam chiéu lo ngai nhin vé phia thiéu t4 Barfield. C6 Scraven, nguoi d sang tac ra
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nhing bai tho rat muc nong nan, loi 14 ma lai ¢6 mot doi song "bang thanh ngoc khiét", chi 16 vé
kho chiu ; néu ta c6 mot nép sdng mau myc chua han ta ¢ mudn ai ai ciing thong to. Bertie van
Tahn ChOl boi trac tang tir thud mudi bay tudi va da tir 1au nging choi vi nhan thiy khong thé nao
hu ¢6n hon duoc nita, thi chi tai mat nhung khong dai dot linh di nhu Odo Finsberry, ai ciing

biét che‘mg céng tir nay chuan bi di tu nén co6 thé da bdi roi khi nghi dén nhiing chuyén dong troi
cua moi nguoi ma chang s€ phai nghe. Clovis du binh tinh gitr vé than nhién, tuy trong bung dang
nham tinh xem phai mét bao nhiéu thoi gian méi nho duge hing "Exchange and Mart" mua ho cho
mot con chudt bay canh dé dat 16t Tobermory.

Ngay ca trong mot trudng hgprté' nhi nhu bay gid, co nang Agnés Resker ciing khong chip nhan
cho moi nguoi duge quén c6 lay mdt giay.

"Tai sao toi lai dem than dén chén nay 1am gi ho Troi 2" Agnés 1én cdu ta than.
Tobermory 1ap tirc bat 10i :

"Cu theo nhﬁ:ng 101 ¢6 thd 16 vi ba Cornett trén san bong ngay hém qua thi ¢6 dén day chi dé
phung sy 6ng than khau. C6 noi gia chu 1a hang nguoi t¢ nhat nhat trong ddm nguoi o timg chung
dung, nhung duoc cai hg du khon ngoan dé dung mot dau bép hang nhat, néu khong e rang s&
chang c6 ma nao thém chiéu cé dén nha ho lan thir hai".

Agnés bén 1&n, 4p ung : "Ching c6 1dy mot tiéng nao that trong cu Ay, t6i kéu goi ba Cornett..."

"Ba Cornett da nhic lai nhung cau tdm sy cua c6 vdi Bertie van Tahn" Tobermory tlep tuc "va
thém : 'Co ta dung la mau nguoi chiu kho cong di kiém miéng an, hé nha nao c6 du bon bira com
no lanh mot ngay 13 noi 4y thay c6 mit c6 ta' va Bertie van Tahn noi..

Phuic dirc 1am sao, ban bao cao dén day duoc ngung. Tobermory vira thay bong con méo vang Tom
to 1on cua vién muc su dang chui qua byi ram tién vé huéng chudng ngua. Nhanh nhu chép, nd vot
qua ctra s6 bién mét.

Dira hoc trd xuat chung vira mét thi lap tirc Cornelius Appin bi cuon vao mot tran cudng phong day
nhung 161 trach moc dang cay, nhitng chit van au lo, nhitng khan cau khiép hai. Chinh tién sinh 1a
nguoi mang trong trach gay nén tinh trang nay, ti€n sinh phai tim cach ngan lai khong dé cho no
trd nén t¢ hai hon. Li€u con meo Tobermory c6 thé truyén cai tai nguy hiém ctia n6 cho

nhitg con méo khac khong ? D6 1 cau hoi thir nhat. Appin dap rat c6 thé Tobermory di day cho
c6 meo than yéu clia né & chudng ngua ; nhung hién gio chua chic né da day thém duoc con nao
khéc.

Ba Cornett dé nghi : ”Toberrnory c6 thé 1a mot con méo quy bau va mot gia stc dang yeu nhu:ng
t6i tin chiac Adélaide dong ¥ véi toi 1a chung ta phai tirc khic thanh toan ca hai con méo ay".

Blemley phu nhan chua chat : "Chang 18 liét vi cho rang toi sung suong 1am trong gio khic vira
qua hay sao ? Nha toi va toi rat yéu quy con Tobermory - it nhit cling 13 cai thoi nd chua hoc noi
tiéng ngudi - nhung bay gid di nhién chi ¢ cach ta phai ra tay cang sém cang tbt".

"Minh c6 thé danh ba vao thtc an t6i cua no" Wilfred tudng cong dé nghi. "Va t6i s& dim chét con
méo cdi & chudng ngua. Béc giong xe mat no at s& budn 1am nhung t6i s& giai tthh la cé hai con

cing méic bénh ghé truyén nhiém va so rang bénh c6 co lay ra nhitng con khac

Appin kéu : "Thé con su phat minh vi dai cua t6i ? Bao nhiéu nim t6i khd cong tim toi va thi
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nghiém..."

"Thi tién sinh hay thir thi nghiém vao nhitng loai thi simg ngén séng & trong trai dy, chiing dwgc
chin nudi co phép tic" ba Cornett dap. "Hay 1a tién sinh di thi nghiém vao 1ii voi trong vuon Bach
tha. Nghe noi voi thong minh 1dm, hon nita, ching khong c6 cai théi len 1én bo vao phong ngu,
chui ric dudi gdm givong, gam ghé..."

Khi ma thién than hén hé tuyén duong Thoi-Dai-Hoang-Kim rdi chot nhan ra can phai hodn no lai
mot thoi gian vo han dinh vi n6 trung ding vao ngay Hemley 1a ngay 1& dua thuyén trén song
Thames rit quan trong va bat di bt dich, chwa chic da cut hung bang Cornelius Appin truge sy
don tlep ky cong cua minh. Du luén chong lai tién sinh - noi cho ding sy thyc, néu dem tru:ng

cau ¥ kién moi nguoi thi rit co thé c6 mot thiéu sd dong dao s& bo phiéu xép luon cd Appin vao
danh séch nhiing nguoi hudng thu doc dugc.

Mot phan vi khong c6 chuyén tau, mot phan vi ai ciing ban khoan, théc mic chua biét vu nay nga
ngii ra sao nén quan khach khong gidi tn, nhung bita com t61 hom ay qua khong thé goi la mot
bira tiép tan thanh cong my man.

Wilfred tu:ong cong trai qua nhiing glay phut khén don voi con meo & chuong ngua va tat nhién
vOi ca bac giong xe. Agnés Resker mien cudng nham nhap m01 mot méu banh kho, c6 nang cin
banh nhu thé can vao ké tir thu, trong khi Mavis Pellington ngdi lam 1am, 1i li sut bira. Blemley
phu nhén thi n6i huyén thién khong ngung, tin rang minh dang tlep khéch chu dao nhung that

ra tim than dang dé hét vao cai cira ra vao. Mot chiéc dia dung day ca tam doc da duoc dit san trén
mat ti buyp-phé, nhung banh ngot va dd trang miéng da an xong ma chang thiy bong via con
Tobermory & phong in hay nha bép.

Mot bira com t6i cua nha c¢6 dam con vui vé hon la budi ng(‘)i canh chiéu hom éy trong phong hut
thudc. it nhat an va uong cling gy dugc mot sy lang quén va che day duge noi thap thom dang lan
rong. Trong lac tinh than cang thang dén cyc d6 di nhién ching ai con long da nao nghi dén bai
bac, va sau khi Odo Finsberry u rli choi ban nhac "Melisade trong ru’ng sau" trudc mot cr toa

tho 0, moi am nhac hen duoc tat ca hdi ¥ lang tranh. Den muoi mot gio khuya, toi t& tat dén di ngu
va cho biét canh cira s6 phong thay quan 4o cia ba bep van bo ngod dé Tobermory tuy tién sir dung
nhu thudng 16. Tan khach cham cham cha cha doc may chdng bao, roi dan dan quay ra doc
Badminton Library hay to bao khoi hai Punch dong thanh tung tap day com. Thinh thoang
Blemley phu nhén lai tat qua phong thay quan 4o ctia ba bép, 1an nao ciing trd lai véi bo mit budn
thiu.

Dén hai gid sang, Clovis pha tan bau khong khi yén ling dang bao phu phong khach :
"No s€ khong vé tbi nay ddu. C6 18 luc ndy nd dang & vin phong td bao dia phuong, doc phan déu’
hoi ky cia n6 cho nguoi ta ghi chép. Con sach cua phu nhan gi d6 sé khong dugc nhéc toi trong so

bao nay. Chuyén ctia Tobermory ké méi 14 tin giat gan".

Sau khi dong goép phan minh vao bau khéng khi vui vé chung ay, Clovis bén di ngii. Ké d6 mot
lic, moi ngudi luc tuc bat chude.

Nhitng ngudi hau budi tra som hom sau déu tra 101 y nhu nhau trude nhiing céu hoi rap khuén cua
thuc khach : "Thua khong, Tobermory chua veé".

Bita diém tAm sang hom ay con khing khiép hon bita com t6i hom trude, nhung khi tiéc chua tan
thi tinh hinh duoc gidi téa. Bac lam vuon vira tim thay xac con Tobermory trong bui ram va cho
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dua vao nha. Can clr vao nhung vét cau can & ¢d va nhung s¢i long Vang con glat trong mong chan
Tobermory, hién nhién n6 da tham bai trong mot cudc huyét chién véi con méo vang luc
ludng cua vién muc su.

Ngay sang hom d6 tan khéch 1a lugt 1€n duong, va sau bira com trua, Blemley phu nhan d3 lay lai
du binh tinh dé thao mét 14 thu moc hong giri cho vién muyc su than phién vé cai chét ciia con méo
than yéu, quy bau cua phu nhan.

Tobermory 13 dtra hoc trd duy nhét di thanh cong cta Appin, n6 khong c6 ai ké vi. Vai tudn sau,
mot con voi trong vuon Bach tha Dresden, xua nay tinh nét thuan hoa khong ¢6 dau hiéu gi to ra
hay c4u kinh, cuc stc, bong nhién dé chimg ndi déa giét chét mot nguoi Ang 1€, hinh nhu 6ng nay
tréu choc nd. Cac bdo dang tin mdi to mot khac, bao thi noi ong ta & ho Oppin, bao khac lai chép
ong & ho Eppelin, nhung tén riéng ctia ong thi cac bao déu ghi 1a Cornelius.

"Néu qua hin dinh bt tdi con vét khon nan iy hoc van pham tiéng Dtrc (4) thi hin chét 1a dang
kiép !" Clovis két luan.

Nguyén Thi Chan Quynh dich
(1) Cornelius 13 tén mot sé vin, nghé s trix danh.

(2) Nguyén vin tiéng Anh 13 "rat", chit nay vira c6 nghia 1a "chudt" lai vira c6 nghia 1a "néi l4o, noi
phét".

(3) Than thoai Hy lap : Sisyphus ndi tiéng ddc ac bi phat to1 phai khi€g mot tang d4 nang 1én dinh
nui, nhung hé 1én téi noi thi tdng da lai 1an xudng va ctr phai mai mai bat dau khiéng lai.

(4) Pay chi luoc dich 1dy thoat ¥ chir khong sat tung chlt, nguyén vén 1a "bit con vat khon nan 4y
hoc nhirng dong tir khong theo quy luat cua tiéng Birc" (Nhing dong tir theo quy luat hoc da kho,
khong theo quy luét con kho gap boi).
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