Con Gai
Quynh Chi

What are little girls made of, made of?

What are little girls made of?

Sugar and spice, and everything nice,

That's what little girls are made of.

What are little boys made of, made of?

What are little boys made of?

Snips and snails , and puppy dog tails,

That's what little boys are made of.

( Mother Goose Songs, What Are Little Girls Made Of? What Are Little Boys Made Of?)

Con géi dugc nan bang gi ?

Bang duong, gia vi nhiing gi dé yéu

Con trai nin bang dc buou

Bang dudi ché clin v6i nhiéu manh chai...(¥*¥)

Y nh¢ hdi méi sinh con, di tim thir my bai hat ru em cta cac nudc, thi thy trong Mother Goose Songs
c6 bai hat so sanh con trai va con gai tyra @& What Are Little Girls Made Of? What Are Little Boys Made
Of? , da phai bat cudi vi su so sanh ngd nghinh trong bai hat. Y bong nhé téi cdu em trai ctia minh, lic bé
thi ct bde s6i cat bé vao miéng, con dang hoc tiéu hoc d3 dam lan Xuéng day hd sen, va nghe dau ban be
mach mong 13 cau con dam an ca cio cao véi chiu chau ! Eo oi, vy thi nguoi ta c6 viét la:

Snips and snails , and puppy dog tails,
That's what little boys are made of.
cling khong oan dau !17?

Y nhé ngay bé, con trai ctia Y c¢6 doi chan that khoe, méi 9 thang cdu di leo xudng khoi chiée ghé co bé
ngéi that cao danh cho baby, hay leo lén ghé dau dat trude bon rira mat dé voc nude ma cudi thich thu.
Cau thich bo vao nha bép, mo ngin trai cdy hoa qua cia ti lanh, 14y ca chua ra can 1iy cin dé, du hai ham
loi méi nht vai cai rang stta. Mot hom Y dang déy xe cho con di dao trong x6m, me con dang mai ngam
hoa, 1at sau quay lai thdy ciu con trai di leo xudng khoi chlec xe day tur h01 nao, va dang bo gilra duong.
Cau be ngoanh lai, nhin thiy me con nhoén miéng cudi, rdi cdm dau cam co bo di tiép nhu chua gi da
mudn b trén khoi vong tay ctia me, dé duoc tu do bay nhay. Con trai 13 thé do6 !

Céc cau thuong thich chau trai, nén con trai ctia Y thuong nhan dugc qua do choi nio xe dua, xe dién,
duong tau, nao sung bén nudc, nao dd choi dién tir. Cac di ai cling thich chau gai, dua nhau mua nao 4o,
nao mi, nao gidy tang cho chau gal nén miy co chiu gai co ca mot tu ao dep nhu ti 4o cua bip bé. Lai
con cdp toc gan du thir ngoc gia , giai bang bude toc du mau, may ubn sy toc du kiéu, c6 khi qua cap leo
thang t6i mirc hoa tai nhan vong vang chau ngoc.

D6 méi 1a sy khac biét bén ngoai giira con trai va con gai. Y thuong nhét 1a mdi khi ti tham cac em thi
chau trai ctr bo chay ngoai vuon ngoai dudng, chang miy khi lai gan, con chau géi thi ¢t quan quyt bén
minh. Trude khi di sang tham thi 6i thoi chdu gai giri mail t6i tap ngay dém thic hoi. Sang trua chiéu t6i
¢6 chau cir hoi di hoi lai mai miy cau :

-Chau nh¢ bac qua.
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-Chau mong bac mau t6i choi.

-Chung nao bac tdi choi voi chau ?

Di vé roi thi lai mail toi tap hoi tiép

-Chéu nh¢ bac qua.

-Chirng nao thi bac lai sang tham chau lan téi ?
-Chéau mong béc lai sang choi

Y nho luc sap ra phi truong dé tré vé, may chau trai thi 6m chao mot cai réi bo di mat, trong khi tir dém
hom trude may cb chau 16n di gianh soan va ly cho Y, con c¢6 chau bé nhat nha la TA thi cir tho than di ra
di vao hay dimg twa vao chiéc va li cia Y, 1au lau lai 6m cham liy Y khong muén rdi xa.

Y dau c6 thé di thim gia dinh, thim c6 chau mdi mua hé, va nim 4y dung vao mua hé con trai Y di hoc
xa vai thang, chong ciing di vang, em gai cia Y bang long giri TA mdéi 1én muoi tudi sang & choi voi Y
cho vui.

Lan dau tién trong nha c6 con géi, cai gi cling khac han.

Ngay dau tién hai bac chau cung di ra pho, vao ctra hi¢u quen nao nguoi ta cling héi thdm va bao :

-Nhin nhu hai me con.

Ciing c6 khi vao mot ctra hiéu khong quen, thi cac ¢6 ban hang & do lai tram trd

-Hai me con giong nhau nhu duc !

khién cho ca Y 1an TA déu thich thu. TA kha 16n, tuy méi mudi tudi ma da cao gan bang Y. Khi con con
nho, dat con ra pho, thinh thodng Y va con cling dugc khen la hai me con c6 nét giong nhau, nhung tdm
trang cua Y lac do hoi phire tap. Trong thdm tdm Y muodn con trai giong bo hon, vi mot cau con trai nhu

mot phién ban ciia bé nhin ciing rat khau khinh va ng¢ nghinh. Con bay gio, day la lan dau tién Y duoc di
canh mot phién ban hd ctia minh, 1an dau tién Y biét dugc niém vui co con géi.

Cohom Y dé TA & nha, hen di chg ching nura gio s€ vé. Khi Y vira vé€ to1 nha, tré chirng muoi phut, c6
bé chay ra ctra reo lén mung 1§ :

-Bac o1, chau thay qua nura gio roi ma bac chua vé, chau lo qua. Bac c¢6 1am sao khong ? Bac xéach ¢
ning khong, dé chau dem may céi tai ndy vao bép cho bac nhé !

Oi con gai sao ma diu dang dén vay ! Con trai cia Y chiu anh hudéng nép song ctia Nhat, tuy rat hién,
nhung van con chua biét san sé¢c me nhu vay dau.

Hai bac chau xach may gio thuc an vao bep, Y ra ban ngdi nghi, c6 bé lién md quat may, xoay quat lai ve
hudéng Y:

-Chau mé& quat cho bac nhé. Bac da thiy b6t nong chua a ?

Y cam dong gat dau:

-Bac cam on chau. Oi mat qua ! Ma nay TA nay, minh ra tudi ciy cho mét nhé ?

Y ding day ra vuon, ¢ chau ciling di’ theo. Vuon hep chay doc theo chiéu sdu cua can nha, ¥ mo voi
cho nudc chdy manh qua doan gidy noi vao voi phun thanh hoa sen. TA chay téi chay lui, moi khi voi

nudc suyt roi 1én nguoi, ¢o6 bé cuoi ro 1€n vira bd chay vira noi:
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-Bac ding tudi chau chir, wdt hét ca 4o chau sao.

Y dua:

-Dé bac tudi ludn cai hoa TA kéo niang qua hoa héo mat.
va gia bo lai hudng voi nude vé phia TA.

TA bdng reo 1én, cudng quyt, quén ca ndi tiéng Viét :
-Wait ! Wait for a minute ! Please !

TA chay vdi vao nha, va Y nghe c6 tiéng cira phong dong chit lai. Lat sau, ¢d bé trd ra nhay nhot trong
bd 4o tam, cat tieng cuoi khanh khach tréu nguoi :

-Chéu thay 40 tam rdi né ! Cho bac tha ho tudi chau né !

Cb6 bé vui thich choi tro tudi hoa gidng nhu tré nhé & Viét nam van choi tim mura.

Luc thi TA than nudc lanh va bo chay, lac lai nhao toi himg nuwéc mua.Tiéng cuoi khic kha khuc khich
vang 1én trong bui hoa. Y chot nh¢ va tiéc 1a khi con trai con bé, Y chi biét lay nude vao ho boi gia lam
bang nylon roi ké mot dau cau tudt bang go vao chau cho con trugt xuong gid lam bé boi, ma da quén
khudy mat tro tam mua. C6 chiu nay la gai ma cling biét nghich tdm mua, ding la tinh nghich ngom lau
linh ciing hay c6 noi nhiing c¢6 gai Vi¢t Nam thong minh lanh tri.

Tudi cdy xong Y vao bép ndu com. TA lai theo sat bén canh Y nhu hinh véi bong, xin phu bép, nao tudc
dau van, nao rira rau. Roi don chén dia ra ban. C6 bé can than bay bién ngam nghia sao cho can doi, va co

¥ mudn bit chudc cach by ban an theo kiéu Nhat ciia Y, ludn miéng hoi :

-Bac o1, bac dé chén canh bén phai hay bén trai ? Moi ngudi mot chén nudc mam, mét cai dia nhd nira
phai khong a ? Chén nudc mam thi dé cho nao a ?

MBJi 1an nghe TA hoéi, Y lai cam thay nhu minh vira kham pha ra mot thé giéi méi mé cia con gai. " Ra
thé ! Con géi la nhu vay, dé y ti mi tung chat mét ", r61 Y lai cudi ty ché nhao minh " Minh cling da tung

c6 mot thoi nhu vay ma, thé ma 1au ngay da quén bang di mat ! "

Sau bita com, TA phu Y bung chén dia vao bép, va dimg chod mot bén, dén 1ay timg cai chén dia da ria
sach trén tay Y dé lau kho va xép vao ti. Y hoi:

-O nha chau van gitp me phai khong ?
-Vang, chau véi chi chau chia nhau gitp me.
-Thé con anh chau ?

TA déap than nhién:

-Da anh chau thi & trong phong choi game a.
Y nghi tham:

-Tudng 1a minh ¢ Nhat va con mot, nén di quén khong cho con trai vao bép, & My thoi ndy ma ciing vay
u.

Nhu thé 1a da doc duge ¥ nghia trong dau Y, TA lai hon nhién néi tiép :
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-Anh chau ma vao bép thi me chau duoi ra, bao 1a anh vao bép thi chi ¢o ..luc 191 ¢6 cai gi an dugc, hay
la 1am vo bat dia cua me chau thoi !

Y bat cudi, a ra thé. May 6ng con trai m6i 1on thi hay an nhu cop, tay chan khuynh khoang di dimg hung
ho 40 40 nhu con gié 1oc tat qua. Con gai dn uong nho nhé nhu con méo con, tay chin mém mai. Cach
xép bat dia ctia TA that 1a d& thuong : nhe nhang, can than khong thua ngudi 16n.

TA xép bat dia xong thi nhic Y :

-Bac muon chéu lam banh mochi cho bac xem khong ? Me chau dan chau nhd lam banh mochi cho bac,
cach lam cia me chau d€ lam.

Mochi 1a banh day cua Nhat, phai d6 gao nép cho chin,roéi dem gid mat cong lam. Nguoi Nhat thudng
mua banh nay & hiéu banh Nhat. Ngay nay ngudi ta ciing c6 ché ra may 1am banh mochi cho nhiing ai
qua thich loai banh nay c6 thé ty 1am 1y ¢ nha. Em gai Y ¢t tuong 1a Y hay con trai Y ciing thich banh
mochi ! Thuc ra thi khong phai vay. Nghe TA n6i Y chi ho hitng gat dau.

TA lay géi bot va cac thir thudec mau dem theo bay trén ban, rdi hoi nao riy dé ray bot, nao cdc dong bot,
nao bat dung bot, nao khudn banh, nao can dé can duong v.v. cit nhu mot ngudi lam banh rat thanh thao.
Y dan TA lai mé ti bép. Pung luc d6 co tieng dién thoai reo

Y noi voi:
-Chau can thtr gi ctr 1ay trong nay ra nhé .

Roi chay ra nhic may lén nghe. Hoéa ra do6 1a mdt ba ban, c6 nickname 1a .."dai phat thanh", vi ba rat
nhiéu thong tin va néi chuyén lau hang gio khong dit. Y noi that khé din do TA " Chau cir 1am di nhé"
rdi cAm mdy di sang phong khac, vi ngai ba ban s& to mo hoi han rdi sau d6 s& ké vanh vach cho nguoi
khac nghe, néu 15 ba nghe dugc tiéng cua TA hoi Y diéu gi. Ba nay ciing 13 nguoi tot bung hay héi thiic
va thic mic tai sao Y khong sinh thém mot dira thir hai dé o6 »du trai du gai “, theo 101 ba. Ba cur [am nhu
nhat dinh h& sinh con trai rdi thi 14n sau s& sinh con gai | Néu biét Y muon con gai ciia em, thé nao ba
ciing lai nira méng yéu ntra day nghién “ Ai bao luoi, nguoi ta di khuyén phai sinh thém mot dira nita ma

' GG.

khong chiu nghe !
Va qua nhién, bita nay "dai phat thanh" van lai phéat thanh dii moi tin tirc t6i ca gid sau méi chiu ngung.

Tat may rdi Y moi xudng phong an xem thi cd chdu da lam t61 dau, thi thdy TA mat mili tay chan dinh
day bot va thude mau sic sd, dang hy hody tiép tuc do bot vao khudn, médc du trén ban da bay kin la 1iét
tat ca bo khudn banh dén ‘hang may chuc cai cua Y, m01 khuén mdt cai banh mdéchi nhudm mau, xanh do

tim vang. Luc nay TA glong nhu mét dira bé dang ngdi v& phan mau xanh do diy 1én mit ban, 1én tuong,
1én san nha, hay dang nan dat sét c6 pha di mau.

Y kéu 1én thang thdt:

-Chéu 1am gi ma nhiéu banh thé nay, 1am sao in cho hét !

TA ngiing 1én, ra ddu chi to gidy dé ¢ goc ban, dap:

-Da chau lam dung theo cong thirc cua me chau chép day a.
-Dua bac xem nao ? Y voi cam ldy to gidy ghi bang tiéng Viét :
"Chi yéu mén,

Pay 1a cong thirc 1am banh mochi cho cac budi party, khi 1am dé dn & nha chi chi can chia nhé phan
luong ..."
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-Théi chét rdi ! TA khong doc, hay 1a chua biét doc tiéng Viét khong chimng.
Nhung Y chi d4m than tham trong bung, tu an i va n6i cho TA yén tam :

-A, ¢6 1€ me chau muon minh lam nhiéu mét lan roi cat vao tu lanh dé an dan day chau a. TA lam banh
giéi qua !

Trén mat van dinh day bot va thudée mau, TA nhoén miéng cudi ngay tho sung suong.

% %k

TA c6 vé cht ¥ nhiéu nhat 1a chiéc 4o vai, sau lung co6 théu hinh Peter Rabbit ma Y da cho vao khung anh
treo trong phong. Khi con con nho, ¢6 1& cac cong ty & Nhat con chua xin duge ban quyén dé dung hinh
chu tho nay trén cac d6 dung va quan 4o cua tré em, Y tim mua khong c6, di phai ty tay minh théu lén
lung 4o cho con. Sau do, vi tiéc chiéc 4o da mét cong théu ma con chi mic c¢6 vai 1an, Y giri cho céc chau.
C6 18 TA da khoac chiéc 40 nay mot vai 1an, va sau d6 em gai Y da giir gin cin than roi gui lai cho Y, din
Y nhé cho vao khung anh dé giir lam ky niém. Khong biét co phai 1a TA bdng nhé chiée 40 ma nd da mic
hay khong, nén hay ding ngam nghia. Thé roi mot hom c6 bé dot ngot dé nghi:

-Béc o1, bac day chau théu 4o di. Chau mudn biét théu dé théu con tho nay..

Tir hom d6 TA bat dau hoc théu. Ban dau 1a tap cach théu nhiing dudng thang. Puong 14 cay, duong
xuong cd, dot thua, dot mau, dot lui, dot tién, rua ..Bai hoc rua dé lam ren nay c6 vé kho, nhung Y nhé
hdi d6 minh bat ddu hoc théu ciing vao 1ra tudi ciia TA bay gid. Nghe Y néi vdy TA lai ¢6 ging chim
cht dém timg soi chi vai dé khau vét hai dau lai cho thanh nhiing chir I déu din cta dudng rua quanh
khan. Méi dau TA ngdi ¢ sofa, sau d6i ra ngdi noi chiéc ghé sat ctra s6 16n cho sang, sudi toc dai budng
xudng ngang lung. Pang chdm cha théu, thinh thoang TA vubt mai toc sang mot bén dé khoi loa xoa
xudng khung théu, dang diéu ra vé nhu mot co thiéu nir dén tudi cap ké. Trén miéng vai trang 16n bang
mot chiéc khan tay, Y da v& nhiéu hinh hoa cho TA tap théu: hoa hdng, hoa sen. Va bon mép khan 13 bai
hoc rua chir I. Y bao TA:

-Khin nay 14 tic pham dau tién cua TA. TA s& giit ding nhé .
Y dinh néi " Dé nhd bac ", xong hoi nguong nén dimg lai.
Nao ngd TA lic dau :

-Chau s€ théu cai khac cho chau, con khan nay chau s€ d¢ danh ting me chau. Hom qua dién thoai cho
me, chau da haa roi.

Y bdng thdy dau nhoi trong tim, va mot ndi budn vu vo dang 1én ngap 10ng, hai mat da bat ¢au nhoa di. Y
biét minh quyén luyén chau gai va thém c6 con gai biét 1a bao. Con gai sao ma dé thuong dén vay.

Hbi d6 con trai ciia Y hay lac ddu quiy qudy phan d6i mdi khi Y mudn cho con c6 em. Cau bé thiy cac
em cua ban dén nha hay lam ro1 rung b duong xe Itra ma cau da mat cong lap nén rat ghét em bé. Cau bé
nay hoi:

-Con khong thich em, me sinh anh hay chi cho con !

Con h8 Y dd ” Me sinh em gai, con gai khong thich choi dudng tau dién, khéng pha dudng tau cta con
dau ” thi lai cang bi cau bé phan d6i manh li¢t hon, vi hoi d6 cau bé dang ghét MT, chi cua TA, vi rat

nhiéu chuyén, toan chuyén tré con !

Y guong cuoi bao TA:
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-Phai Qﬁy, me chau s& vui 1am day. Vay TA c¢6 théu cho dep nhé. Roi bac v& cho TA mdt cai khin tay
khac dé chau théu cho chau nhé.

TA lai noi tiép:

-Mdt cai khan cho chéu ..Vang, bac v€ cho chdu nhé. A, ma bac phai v€ thém cai khan nira, dé chau théu
biéu bac nira.

Lan nay thi Y vira cudi vira khoc, va 6m 1ay TA hon lay hon dé.

* %k

TA dén choi lan dy da 1au rdi. Trong phong ctia Y ¢6 hai binh thuy tinh that 16n dung ddy nhitng méanh so
ma hai bac chau da nhat trén bo bién Yuhama gan Kamakura, va nhimg canh hac cung hang tram ng6i
sao ti hon gip bang glay origami cua TA. Bat gip bat cir manh gidy nao TA ciing cit doc ra va nhanh
chong xép thanh ngéi sao vi biét Y thich ngam sao. TA lai bay cho Y bai hoc thil cong ma chau da hoc &
16p vé6i ¢6 giao: d6 1a dung cac manh so ay dan lai thanh hinh nhimng con vat dé 1am broche cai 1én 4o:
nao chd, nao meo, nao chim, nao rua, nao buém. TA da derp ve theo vai con giong, con dé lai cho Y mot
con budm bang vé so 6ng anh va mé manh so chua dung dén. Dém dém khi anh trang soi t¢i cdnh budém
sang 1én mo 4o khién Y mo mang tudng chirng canh budm sap bay 1én va bién thanh mot nang tién cé doi
canh mong.

Y con nhé mai hom di tham chua Bac ¢ Kyoto, khi 1én déc d6i, TA da rdi rit kéu 1én :

-Béac o1 chup anh cho chau !

-Bac dang chyp anh TA day ma.

-Khong ! Khong ! Khong phai chup anh chau dau. Con buém ! Béc lai gan chau bac méi thay !

-Con budm nao ?

-Con budm no6 dau vao chan chéau bac o1 ! Con buém nay no6 theo chau nay gio ! Chac la chau cam tinh
con budém nén né mai theo chau !

Y tuong ngd nghinh cia TA khién Y ciing mo mong theo. U nhi, tai sao khong ? Trang Tir chang noi
minh da hoa buém 1a gi ? Y bong chot nghi, hay 1a TA da duoc nghe ba ngoai ké chuyén Trang Tt roi
hay sao ma c6 bé tudng tugng nhu vay.

Tbi hom d6 vé khach san TA con mién man ké di ké lai mai vé con budm da dau 1én ban chan cua no, va
co bé lay tap giay viet thu cua khach san ghi chi chép chép mai. TA ngu say r6i, Y mé xem, thay nhiing
giong chit cua TA vict bang tiéng Anh dai y nhu sau:

“Hom nay la m{t ngay dang nhé&

C6 mot con budm di di theo t6i sudt trong san chiia Bac

Tur nay, ngdy nay, 17 thang 7 s€ 1a ngay ky niém cua t6i v4i buém

Phai chi ¢ tudi con buém thi t6i nghi ¢6 1& minh tudi con budm

Tai sao khong c6 tudi con budm ?

Budm bay di khap noi nén t6i thich minh 13 buém

Phai chi minh 1a buém
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Biét dau trong gidc mo, TA dang mo minh da héa buém hay bién thanh nang tién v&i d6i canh mong nhu
canh budm trong nhiing chuyén than tién.

Y nghi dén con. D3 1au rdi, cang 16n con trai Y cang giéng cac thanh nién Nhat, khong may khi con tdm
su voi me hay néi cho me bi€t nhitng y nghi cia minh. Y than thé voi may ba me Nhat , thi ho ndi rang
dan ong ndi chung 1a vay chir khong phai chi riéng dan 6ng Nhat méi khong hay tam sy véi me. Theo ho
con trai thi nhu vay va « phai » nhu vay ! Con trai 1a vy u ?

Vay thi con gai sao ma gan giii va dé thuong dén thé !

Va mdi khi nhg d@én TA, Y lai nhé téi bai hat :

What are little girls made of?.

Oi, con gai qua 1a

Sugar and spice, and everything nice.

(***) : Quynh Chi phong dich.

Tokyo 29/8/2007
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