Con ga dat ciia toi

O Hué c6 mot cai cho rat la, mdi nam chi dong trong ba ngay Tét, sau do thi dep tiém. Do 1a cho Gia
Lac, do 6ng hoang Pinh Vién (con vua Gia Long) lap nén, luc dau chi nham 1am noi mua ban vui choi
cho céc vuong gia ton nir thudc cac phu vung V¥ Da, sau lan rong thanh chg dan gian. Pay 1a mot cho
phién ngay Tét rat ndi tiéng & Hué, t6i c6 ¥ dinh s& quay lai gidi thiéu vao dip khac. Cho nao ciing 1a cia
nguoi 16n; nhung trong tam thuc t61, Gia Lac 1a cho cua tré con, ¢ do toi co thé théy bao nhiéu dd choi
dan da danh cho tudi tho ngdy xua.

Co loai d6 choi nho nho, nhiing con cd, nhitng con chim, nhiéu loai hoa trai, c6 ca ong Trang cudi
ngua bach, ba Trung cudi voi... tat ca déu lam b?mg bot sin sic s di mau. Chung t61 rat thich cac mon
d6 bot nay, vé bay cd cung té va sau d6 dem ... nudng an, ngon lam sao! Loai thir hai 16n hon, nin bang
dat sét t6 mau, gom nhirng cam tha nhu voi, ngua, trau, ga, tu huyt... tat nhién c6 ca con heo map u dung
dé bo xu, hao sudt nam. Loai thir ba 1am bang tre va gidy ngil sac, co cac thir chong chong, tréng ling
tung, con ve ve, con nhay vot.. Tubi tho cua t61 chi quanh quan voi bay nhiéu thir 46 choi 4y, nhung
khong bao gio chan, va sudt doi khong quén noi.

Trong cac mén dd choi, t61 say mé nhit con ga dat: mot chi trong dep ma, oai v¢, voi chlec ken 14
toi cai vao wc dé tao ra tiéng gay. Pén by gio t6i van con cam nhan duoc niém vui ky diéu a ay tai sinh
trong tam hon, khi nhd lai budi sang sém, toi mang con ga dimg ra trudce them ap no giita 10ng ban tay,
don hoi ddy nguc, ngira mit 1én troi va gap nguoi dan dan lac ha giong, glong y nhu dang di€u con ga lac
gdy. Con gi vui hon v6i mot dira be, khi né duge hoa than thanh con ga tréng dé dong dac ct Ién diu
nhac sém mai: "6.. 9.. 0"! Bao gid toi ciing thir rat lau dé chon dugce mot con ga dat co giong tram; biét
cach bum hai ban tay dé diéu khién giong gay that sinh dong, gibng nhu ngudi nghé si thoi kén dong.

Bay gio toi hiéu ra, nhimg d6 choi tré con thoi ay rat hip dan boi chinh tinh mong manh cta chung.
Chiéc tréng ling tung bi thung trong chdc 14t, con ve bi dit day, con ga dit rdi cling v trén tay dira bé.
Vang, thtr tudng twong mot qua bong bong khong bao gior v, khong thé bay mat, nd cir con mii nhu mot
vat li lom... Oi, néu thé thi con dau I qua bong bong bay?. P choi tré con, d6 13 ndi vui ming khi co
duogc trong tay, va con 1a ndi tiéc nubi khi bdng dung bi mat n6. Nhirng con ga dét lan luot v doc theo
tudi tho mai dé lai trong t6i mot ndi gi sdu tham, gibng nhu mot linh hon.

Sudt mudi nam sau chién tranh, Tét nao toi ciing trd lai cho Gia Lac tim con ga dt cho hai bé cua
toi. Nhung t6i khong bao gid tim thay Tudi nho cung thoi ciia chung da 1an lugt choi dua véi _nhiing
guom sung bang nhya, xe ting bang sat, va bay gid 1a tro choi dién tir v6i nhimg cudc san dudi va tiéu
diét 1an nhau. Ciing that say mé hap dan, nhung liéu nhitng d6 choi kia s& nudi ning duogc chit gi cho tim
hén tré tho ciia chung? Toi khong chdng lai sy phat trién k¥ thuat hién dai, ca trong d6 choi tré con. Toi
chi thuwong cho nhiing con t6i, tudi tho qua di khong hé biét t&i nhitng d6 choi dan gian kia, von di chat
phac thoi, nhung da timg truyén cho ti hoi thd sdu day ngan van ndm cta diéu ma ta goi 1a "vin hoa dan
toc".

Hom no, dém khuya t6i ndm nghe tiéng kén saxo cua Tran Vinh tur hai ngoai gui vé cho, choi toan

nhirng bai hat xwa. Tw nhién t6i thiy quin 10ng, tudng nghe lai tiéng con ga dat dang gay tir mot cdi troi
nao xa hat.

Hué, thang 3.1996
Hoang Phu Ngoc Tuong
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