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(Tén cdc nhdn-vdt trong truyén

déu la hu-cdu, néu cé sy tring-hop

Vvdi cdc dong-mén ciia hai Truong, '

chi la sy ngdu-nhién, ngoadai ¥ .
«f

mudn ciia tdc-gid.)

Tuy 12 cyu Hoc-sinh trudng Phan va song &
Toronto, nhung may nim trudc, tdi chua biét dén
nhém PTG&PTP, cho d&n mot hdm, dugc anh
Nhan-Ngoc-Son trao cho quyén dic-san I do
Texas &n-hanh, ty dung t6i thdy minh nao-nao
ky la, toi 1at tirng trang, doc cham rdi, vi s¢g minh
s& doc hét cudn sach s6m. Tuy vay, tdi lai ching
doc dudc gi, vi lic d6, trong ky-tic minh d3 ndi
day hinh anh ngodi trudng cii, 16p hoc xua, quy
Thay, Co...cung lic v6i bao khuén mit cia ban
be than-thi€t da 4p vé quanh toi thit gan giii,
than thuong...

T6i doc trong danh-siach Gido-Su, thdy tén
Thay Lé-Vin-Qudi, day Viét-Vin, t6i nhé mii
Thay dep trai, va dic biét 1a c6 nét viét ma cic
chit “g”, chit “q” kéo thing tip dii xudng dudi
trong rit ngang tang va dep, toi cling khong
quén 12 c6 1an minh da 1am 1 bai thd... “con céc”
1én Vi€t § trén bang trong gid ra chdi d€ ting
Thay (tdi khong ky tén, nén cé 1& cho dén bay
gi Thiy ciing khong biét 13 clia ai viét!), trong
d6 c6 hai cau doi:

“Thdy cdm-cui, gidng titng 10i yéu nudc
Tro loay-hoay, nghi tung budc ca-ré...”
Khi vao 16p, thay doc hét bai thd va khé mim
mot nu cudi...budn, khong néi gi...Tdi nhé hinh
nhu Thay cling mdt vai cac Thidy C6 khic, doi
khi mét-nhoc thudng chua-chat tu cho cdi nghé
Gido 12 “Nghé bdn phéi”. Nhung riéng theo
thién-y clia toi, nghé clia quy Thidy Co, ngoii

phuong-di€én chuyén-mon
1a gido-duc ra, di “ddu-
tw tinh-cdam” dudc cho
bi€t bao thé-hé!.. Ciéc
Gido-Su cda hai Truong
Trung-Hoc Phan-Thanh-
Gian, Trung-Hoc BDoan-
Thi-Diém néi riéng, va
nganh  gido-duc
VNCH néi chung da
thanh-cong!. Vi toi thdy
tuy cdc cuu HS trong toan
Qudc, xa trudng trén cd
hang chuc nim, sau Qudc-nan 1975 dén nay, &
tdn-méc khdp noi trén thé-gidi, nhung dau dau
ciing tim cdch két-doan lai trong tinh Thay tro,
tinh dd6ng-mon khin-khit, gidn-di va day thuong-
quy. Trong cdc cudc hdi he, hodc trong cac tap-
san, ludn ludn ho nhic nhd cdc ky-niém cida thdi
di hoc, khdng mot ai néi d&€n han-thu. C4i tinh-
thin bac-4i, vi-tha va “Tén-Su, Trong Pao” d6
c6 dugc, phai ching 1a do sy day dd clia Quy
Thay Cb7...

Nhic d&€n Thiy, t6i khong thé nao khong nhic
dén ban...Thud dé, ching t6i thudng chia trong
16p ra 1am 3 khu: ‘Khu nha lduw’ 13 khu vuc cic
ban hoc gin phia ban Thiy, C6, khu d6 toan 1a
céc hoc sinh gidi, hoic thudc thanh-phin “con
nha giau, dep giai, hoc gidi”’ D&i nghich cla
khu d6 1a khu cudi 16p, mang danh 12 “khu nha
la” dan ‘ba gai’, hodc hoc d&. Khoédng giita 16p
1a khu... “ba-roi”, khong giéi ma cling khong dd,
c6 dita con goi d6 1a khu “dang-hoang nhit trong
ddm 1on-xon” nita. C6 diéu diang budn 1a Toi
lai...nhdy 1én nhdy xudng giita khu “nha la” va
“khu ba-roi” dé!... Laicang lon-xon hon nira khi
chiing t6i bit dau bi€t Yéu! Va cé mot chuyén
tinh lam-ly bi-ddt ma t6i xin ké ra diy d€ cling
cdc ban 6n lai nhitng ky-niém vui budn ctia mot
thoi...:

...Chiing t6i thud méi 16n, bit dau yéu thuong
vung-vit thi thiing nao, cho du hoc ban A, B hoic
C ciing déu biét ti€ng va “né” nhat tén “ThS-Pia
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Luu-Manh-B4”. B4, tén that la Luu-Minh-Ba4,
(nhung di dugc cdc ban Au-yém dit lai biét-
danh!). “Thd-Pia” 12 vi h& ching tdi thdy 1 nii-
sinh ndo ma “hgp nhan”, mudn biét vé ly-lich
clia co 4y thi chiing toi chi cAin mdi “Thd-Pia B4
ra quian “d4 diu” truSc cdng trudng ngdi udng
nuéc va chd ngudi dep tan trudng, chi cho Ba
thay, th€ 1a B4 sé& k€ vanh-vich ngay 1a “em” ho
tén gi, dang hoc 16p mdy, dia-chi, tinh-trang gia
dinh trong nha, Cha Me. c¢6 miy anh chi em, va
thAm-chi con cho biét “em” dang hoc thém Todn
hoic Anh-Vin & diu, thdi-khod-bi€u ra sao
nita... Ching t0i phuc Luu-Manh-B4 sdt dat,
phuc cdi... “kién-thiic-sdu-rong-bao-la-vé-gdi-
Cédn-Tho” ctia B4 qué chimg chitng! Va néu toi
nhé khong 1am thi ngudi ton tién thinh B4 di
udng da dau nhiéu nhat 12...T6i (!) va Ha-Viét-
Ct, ty Ci#-Om... N6i dén Ct-Om, khong thé
khong nhidc dén Diép-Tan-Ct, tu Cir-Mdp. Toi
khong hiéu C@-Mip anh-hudng cdc vin-thi-si
nao cta Ty-Lyc Vin-DPoan, ma C#-Map song
gin giong nhu ho & vai di€m: Ciing sdng trén 1
can gac nhod chat hep (hdi khdc 1a cdc vin-thi-si
thi thué cian gdc tro ngh¢o nan, con § diy Cu-
Map 14y cin gic cia B& Me 1am 8) va di-nhién
12 bira-bon va c6 lam-ra-vé-do-kinh-khiing! Hon
nita, hinh nhu C&-Map 1a difa hit thudc sém
nhat trong Itra tudi chiing toi lic by gid!...
...Hom 1an dau tién dugc Ct-Map mdi 1én cin
gdc, toi ngac-nhién khi nhin thdy mot ban thy
nhd, tén C-M4ap viét trén 14 CJ vdi, kém theo
tén mot ngudi con gdi, va hai chit CHI-MO viét
phia duéi. T6i hoi, Ca-Map tra 15i gon:
-“Thi dé la mé bia ciia mot mdi tinh chit sao”’
...Chiéu hom d6 ngoai trdi dang mua 1at-
phat, ma C#-Map lai nh4t dinh doi t6i chd hin
chay dén thim 'em' - ngudi con gdi ¢ tén trén
tAm mo bia doc-ddo d6. TO mo, tdi lien chd Cu-
Mép di, khi xe ngling truGc clta nha 'nang' Ci-
Maip va tdi con ngdi trén Honda, C-Mip chi
vao nha noi:
-“Dé, do, em dang ngéi ché canh ban, téc dai dé,
may thdy em dep khong?”

T6i nhin vao, chua thiy ro ngudi dep téc dai,
1a ciing ding lic ngudi dep nhin ra cira, thiy Cit-
Mip, “nang” ben ding ngay day, chay vdi
ra...d6ng sip clra lai cdi rAim !!! vi 4nh dén trong
nha roi ra, ngugc sdng, nén toi...tiéc hiui-hui 1a
khong dugc chiém-ngudng dung-nhan cia nang
ngoai cdi bong téc dai tha-thudt !!!..'T6i nhin
C&-Map, hin thdn-nhién néi:

-“May chay xe vong qua bén hong nha di, cé cdi
cita s6 phid bén dé do.”

T6i chay xe qua, chua dén ndi thi clra da voi
déng truSc roi. Chiing to6i vong quanh nha, cho
dé&n khi tit c3 cdc cdnh clra s6 déu dong lai. Liic
dé Ci-Map méi chiu thdi va néi:

-“Tao buodn ldm, may con tién khong? Minh di
uéng ca phé roi tao ké cho may nghe chuyén tinh
cua tao va em”.

Thé 1a t6i lai dAm mua v6i Ci-MAap chay vao
qudn ca phé, dén ndi, Ct-Map tAm-sy:

-“May biét khong, tao theo em da cd nim nay,
em con nha gia-gido, vi Ba em day § trudng
Poéng-Tam (!), tao ngdy nio tan trudng ciing dén
ngoi dong trong cidi quian di dau trudc cdng
trudng Poan-Thi-Diém d€ d6n em. Nhiéu lan
thanh théi quen, hé em budc ra cdng 13 nhin
ngay vé phid tao 1 cdi, rdi che nén di ludn. Mot
hdom tao trdn sau gdc cidy, em ra, nhin khong
thdy tao, em ci nhin mii vao tiing quin d€
ki€m, sudt 3 ngay nhu vay. Tao nghi chic Ia
nang da ghién cdi bdn mit cla tao rdi, nén tao
mdi xudt hién trd lai, nang nhin thdy, tao doc
dudc tia vui mung khi gdp tao hi€n 1én trong anh
mit nang, trudc khi nang e-1& che nén lai. Vi thé
tao ben 1€o-déo di theo nang mot doan dudng,
khi da ving hoc-tro, tao buéc lai va noi:

-“Chao Cé, cé cho t6i di theo néi vdi cé vai diéu
dugc khong?.”

Nang dap:

-“T6i véi Ong la 2 nguoi xa lg, chdng cé diéu gi
dé néi cal.”

Tao tAn-cong ludn:



-“Téi nghi minh khong dén ndi xa la, vi da nhiéu
lan t6i bdt gdp dnh mdt ciia c6 nhin thdng vao
mudit t6i ma”.

Nang phén-cong lai:

-“Nhin la chuyén thuong ngoai duong pho, toi
khong quen Ong, va Ong cit di theo toi ndi
chuyén nhu thé nay, 16 nguoi nha téi gdp thi ddnh
gid t6i nhu thé nao?”

Nhung tao van tAn-cong tiép:

-“Téi ciing c6 nghi dén chuyén dy, nén nhiing
diéu dinh néi vdi co, téi da viét trong ld thu nay,
xin ¢0 nhdn cho.”

N6i xong, tao dua ra 14 thu tinh day cdm -ma
tao di thic bao dém tring dé viét- , trao cho
nang. May biét khong, tao cit s¢ 1a nang khong
nhan, nhung nang lai dua tay cAm 1ay 14 thu lién,
lam tim tao dap lung-tung mung rd, vi tao tin la
hé nang ma doc 14 thu 'than sdu quy khoc' d6
cla tao, bdo-ddm nang yéu tao lién! Nhung
khong ngd, khi cAm 14 thu trén tay xong, nang
gid cao 1én va...xé cho may xé!, 16i...nhe-nhang
budng nhitng manh thur hoa véi gi6é chiéu bay tdi
td vao mit tao!!! Nang phan:

-“Giita 2 nguoi xa lg, khong cé diéu gi dé noi, va
lai cang khong thé nhdn thu nita. Xin chao Ong”.

N6i xong nang che nén, quay lung, yéu-diéu
thuc-nit di tudt, d€ tao ding lai chét tran vdi
nhirng manh thu tinh tan nat.!”

To61i héi:

-“Hay la em dd c6 bé vdi thang nao roi ?”
Cu-Map dép:

-“Chdng c6 thdng nao hét, may biét khong, c6
biét bao nhiéu thing theo em, ma em cit tinh bo,
coi nhu pha hét rdo, vay mdi chét nguoi chd!,
may khong tin, cit héi Tho-Dia-Bd di”

K& dén diy, C#-Map rit mot hoi thudc Basto
Vang, va nhin ddm-dam ra cta quan mot cach
diy thi-si... 1am T6i thdy né cdi méi tinh vi-dai
dé cia CG-Map ghé..dong thdi mau quin-ti-
Tau cda t6i bdng ndi lén...tir cuc...tir cuc.., toi
noi:

-“May dé ec!, hay dé ngay mai tan truong, may
chi mdt em cho tao biét, dé tao 'cua’ bdo-thit cho
may dugc khong?”

-“May néi choi hodi, cé bao thdng con nha giau
dep trai hoc gidi con cua em khong dugc, huéng
chi may!...U hay la minh cd dé di, dé tao ri
théng Bd, théing Cit-Om va thing D6 nita, néu
trong vong mot thdng ma may ddt dugc em di
uong dd ddu, thi tui tao méi dita thua may 2003,
con néu khéng may bao tui tao 1 tudn caphé
nghen?”

Thé& 13 hop-dong di ky-ké&t, ngdy hom sau,
trude khi di hoc, tdi di thic sém dé€ 'trang-bi
dén tdn rang' nhitng vii-khi chudn-bi tic-chién
cla minh: Pau chdi tém' va siy “phing-6-ga”
cin-than, cdi cip bd thém md siach nguyén-ban
Anh-vin ctia Eric Maria Remarque, Edgar Allan
Poe, Kahli Gibran...(loai sich ma t6i phai...vat
16n chi-t&r véi cudn Tu-dié€n mdi doc dugc 16m-
bom chiit it!) Peo c4i ki€ng trong tring 0 do, gid
nhu ki€ng cin-thi dé ting thém vé tri-thiic cho
khuoén mit.. khéng-dugc-sdng-sia-cho-ldm cta
minh! Quan 4o thi t6i dd cho c6 em chuit tién 18
dé i cho lang cén. Poi gidy Bata ciing dudc
danh phan 1én tring tinh sach sé...

Tan truong, i, Ha-Viet-Cd-Om, Diép-Tan-
C&-Mdp, Trin-Thanh-P6-Gido va Th3-Pia-Luu-
Manh-B4 cling kéo nhau ra ngdi chém-ché trudc
cdi quin-tryc-xa cda cdng trudng Poan-Thi-
Piém. Tui n6 dé-nghi md man dé nay, tdi phdi
tam-tng chi trd chau nu6c hom dé, sau nay ai
hon thua sé€ tinh sau...

...R&i gidy phiit chd dgi da dén, cdng trudng
md rdng, cdc nit-sinh v4i ta do dai tha-thudt tung
bay cung lic di ra cdng, 1am tdi hoa cid mit,
tudng nhu 1 dai lua tring khdng 16 chdy ra trén
dudng phd. Céc co liu lo nhu chim, nhung hé ai
di hoi gan gin dén phid ban cla tui toi thi fu-
déng cic cd néi nhé hin di va vé mit co6 nao
ciing trang-nghiém ddo dé !... Bdng Ci-Map
khéu toi:



-“Kia, kia Toan, em dang che non di phid bén kia
dwong kia, hoi xa xa vé phia cdy hoa Sit, dim 4
dita do, em di phid trong 1é dé!”

Luu-Manh-B4 ti€p theo:

-“Cha coi mdi téc thé ciia em dep khéng chiu
duoc!”

T6i bén bat diy, phéng 1én chiéc xe dap cia
minh va dap theo em. Nhin tir phid sau lung,
nang di nén 14, m4i téc dai rii xudng dén gan eo,
va eo nang nhd xiu trong ciing dep that. Toi hoi-
hop dap xe 1&én song-song d€ quan-sit ddi-tugng,
thi hoi that-vong!!!, em giy, thudc loai ma li
ching t61 wa dat 1a “Mode de Oméga”(thoi do,
dong ho Oméga la logi mdéng nhdt), nghia 13
vong sd 1, s6 2, va s6 3 bing nhau, c6 thing con
goi 1a “Mode sudng-dudt nhw cdy chudi”, con
khudén mit ching cé gi diém-l¢ dén rung-riin
nhu C¢-Mip ta cd, em c6 nét binh-thudng thoi.
M3t khong sang, moi khong hdong va da khong
tring! Du thit-vong, nhung da 18 c4-do véi 4
thiing quy d6 rdi, tdi danh thu hét can-ddm ré xe
lai gin va 1am bo thing két 1 cdi, loang-choang
va hat cdi cip clia minh xudng dit gan céc cd.
Nghe ti€ng thing xe dap, cd 4 cdi miéng cia 4
co dong loat 'ré' 1én cling lic, ¢& nhu 12 ndt nhac
Si thing (#) cdp 3!, 1am t6i di chd-dong ciing
gidt minh, xanh mét luén, dim ra v4 kich cua t6i
dién dep, rat tu-nhién. C4 4 c6 cling nhin vé cdi
cip rét sich v3 ving tung toé, rdi nhin thiy cdi
ban mat xanh 1¢ cda t6i, cic cd quén ca...cdi lam
diéu thuong-truc ngoadi duong phéo, ma chay lai
héi toi:

-“0, ong nay, ong sao vay”

To61 loang-choang nghiéng xe dap, mdt chan
chong xudng dat, mot tay vin trdn,...vi bat thin
bi c& 4 c6 vy quanh nén tdi sg-dén-do-mo-hoi-
trdn ludn, tdi 4p Ung:

-“O.. u.. tw nhién t6i thdy chéng mdt qud...”

Mot ¢ vin 14y 'ghi-ddng' xe néi:

-“Ong xudng xe di, téi giit xe cho...”
Co6 khéc noi:
-“Ong ngoi dé xudng 1é dwong di...”
Ciing may 13 trin mua dém qua nén 1€ dudng

sting nudc, toi lién ndi v6i giong phéu-phao diit
quang:

-“Pdt udt nhep...,ngdi khong dugc...,to6i chi cdn
uong 1 ly nuéc chanh la khoé ngay,...cdac Co lam
on dem xe va sdch vd cua toi vao qudn bén duong
do,..luén tién toi xin moi cdc cd vao udng nudc..”

Thé 13 4 ¢d chum dau vao ban tdn, va sau cling
ngudi dep 'Oméga’ noi:

-“Thoi dugc, ching toi cung vao qudn voi ong 5
phiit théi, khi 6ng thdy khée thi tui t6i di ngay.”

Rdi cd bon kéo nhau vao quén, ¢ 1& nhd cic ly
d4d-dau ngot ngao, phadn nhd md-sdch-dan-cdnh-
rdt-ra cua toi, nén cdc cd t0-mo hoi:

-“Ong doc dugc mdy cudn sdch nay a?”

-“Ong bén Phan-Thanh-Gidn hoc ldp may?”
-“Chdc Ong c6 hoc thém Anh-Van & Hoi-Viét-
My...”

-“Chdc éng hoc ban “C” qud...”

T6i, vi thudc loai... “kém thong-minh ma chdm
hiéu” nén khi cd 4 c6 hdi mot lugt nhu vay,
cang lam t61 ling-ting, t6i ngdm tdm! a quén,
lic d6 t6i ngdm céi dng hit nuSc chanh!, va vi
bdi-roi nén toi chi biét...gdn ¢ hit gan can ly
nudc ludn, kéo mdt hoi, khong hé néi mot 15i
nao! Va mit thi...dan ra nhu...tri€t-gia thit thiét!
ThAy vay cdc cd xAm-xi n6i nhd v6i nhau cdi gi
dé, rdi 'ngudi dep Oméga' dai-dién noéi:

-“Ong thdy trong ngudi nhu thé nao? Khoé hon
chita? Cé can chiing toi kéu xe dua 6ng vé binh-
vién khong?”

C6 1& ly da chanh d3 1am ludi t6i mém lai,
hodc vitamine C lam tdi tinh ra, nén toi noi:
-“Tai dém qua toi thitc khuya lo soan bai binh-
gidi vé thuyét Hién-Sinh ciia Francois Sagan,
thiéu ngii qud nén chéng mdt, bay gio da khoé
hon roi...”

Mot 6 14ap lai ciu héi:
-“Vay la ong dang hoc ban C phdi khong?”

Thé 1a t6i c6 dip...ba-hoa vung-vit véi céc co,
vé ban “C” vin-chuong cia tdi va k€ ludn
chuyén tim kho-tang cia Edgar ra...Chiing t6i
tré nén thin-mat hdi nao khong biét, nhitng cdc
tir 'Ong, C6” dudc thay bing “anh Toan” va toi



goi cdc cO bing tén: Mai, Lan, Cic, dic biét
ngudi dep “Oméga‘ tén 1a Tric. (Thdo nao cdc
¢0 choi than véi nhau, nhém cta ho cé biét danh
1a nhém “Tw-Quy”: Mai, Lan, Cuc, Tric ma!).

Trong qudn, tdi ¢d tim moi cdch dé€ xoay chi-
dé vao Tric, toi phai gAy-thién-cAm vdi nang dé
sau ndy moi em di u6ng-nudc-tay-doi véi tdi. HE
nang dong-y, 1a toi thing cudc ddnh cd véi cic
ban clia minh...Vi th€ t6i gai cho Tric doc 1 vai
cau rat dé thuong trong cuén The Prophet clia
Kahli Gibran:

“Love gives naught but itself and takes naught
but from itself...For Love is sufficient unto Love.
(Tinh Yéu khong cho gi ty Tinh-Yéu, va cing
khong nhan gi tiw Tinh-Yéu...Vi chinh Tinh-Yéu
da tw dii roi.) “

...va t6i dé-nghi cho Triic mudn, hen 3 ngay sau
s& gip Tric tai quan nay d€ nhan lai sach.

R&i chiing tdi chia tay nhau, ma theo toi nghi 12
ai ai cling ¢6 vai niém vui nho nhd ca:

Céc c0 thich-thu 1a da [am mdt vi€éc thién, giip
dd 1 ngudi té xit bén dudng va dudc 1 chiu che
ngon lanh. Phin t6i thi khi Tric dong-y mugn
sach, coi nhu t6i nim phan thing cd trong tay
dé&n 90% rdi. Chd 3 ngay sau, cho lii ban thiy
dia-di€m t6i va Tric hen-ho, thi tui né sé& phuc
toi sat dat..Pém d6, vé nha toi ngli rat ngon va
c6 mot gidc md dep qud chirng chirng...trong md,
toi thay Tric...dep nét dep méng manh nhu ngudi
dep Li€u-Trai!

Sang hom sau toi vao 16p vdi ndi ndn néng gip
lai 4 tén...quy-sit d€ khoe thanh-tich cia minh,
nhung t6i chi ¢6 thi gid néi chuyén véi C#-Om,
vi Tran-Thanh-P6, hét gid hoc con phdi chay
dé&n mot trudng Tu-Thuc d€ 1am... ‘Gido-Su' day
Anh-Vin !, (D6, Anh-Vin rat gidi, dang hoc Dé
Nhit trudng Phan, thi hin di day kém cho 16p
DPé Nhi trudng ngoai!). Hin lo chay 's6' nhu ma
dudi nén tdi khong néi chuyén duge. Ct-Map thi
hom d6 nghi hoc. Tdi nghi c¢6 1& hin dau khd khi
chitng ki€n cdnh “em” theo t6i vao qudn hom
qua cing khong chung?!...Luu-Manh-Bd thi ldn
dau mat. Chi ¢6 Ct-Om phuc t6i qué, hin néi:

-“E Toan, may hay thdt, may néi cdi ché gi vdi
mdy em ma 16i dugc mdy em vao qudn vdy? phuc
may luén!”

T6i cudi hi-hi didc-chi:

-"Chuyén vao qudn thi dé ot chit cé gi ma kho!
Tao cho may biét, con hon nita kia, tao “cua”
dinh em Triic roi! Va tui tao hen nhau thit Sdu
nay, tan hoc sé gdp nhau tai qudn “Mai” do, may
nén “hé” cho tui thing Bd, thang D6, thing Cu-
Map biét di, dé dén qudn trudc ngéi cho tao, va
Tui may ciing ditng quén dem theo tién chi cho
tao nghen, hi...hi..ha...ha....”

Thtt Sdu, ngay-hen-ho dén, tan trudng, to1 voi
ba-chin-bon-cing chay ngay dén quan 'Mai' dé
dén Tric. Bén noi, t6i khong thi'y 4 dng ban quy
cua minh dau cd, t6i bén chon cdi ban hdi kin-
ddo, vi toi sg Tric s& mic-cd khi ngdi vdi toi
mot cach 10-liéu. Nhung khong nhu t6i tudng!
thay vi mot minh Tric dén trd sdch, nang lai kéo
di cd bing “Td-Quy” dén. Toéi danh bAm bung
¢ cudi tuoi d€ budc ra dén cac em. Khi cdc co
da “an-toa”, di goi nudc udng xong, Tric gidi-
thich:

-“Ddng 1é em dén mot minh, nhung cdc ban em
ciing déu muén di theo dé gdp anh, vi tui em nght
réing anh hdn cé nhiéu sdach hay, nén dinh héi
muon dé ma...né tui bay, dita nao mudn muon gi
thi hoi dnh di...”

-“A, anh c6 tdp truyén ngdn ciia O. Henry
khong?”

-“Anh c6 sdach ciia Mark Twain chi?”
-““Anh c6 cudn 'Gia-dinh-t6i' ciia
khong?”

To61 dap:

-“May la t6i c6 mdy cuén dé, téi ciing thich Duy-
Lam trong gia-dinh Nhat-Linh, vin éng viét vui
lcim, téu hon Nhat-Linh nhiéu...”

To61 chua kip...ba-hoa thém thi Tric trao cho
t0i 1 cudn tdp hoc-trd 200 trang, nang ndi:
-“Hom tru6c, nghe anh néi anh lo soan vé
Francois Sagan, Tric ¢c6 mugn dudc tAp nay, an-
ban hi€m, nén Tric dd chép hét lai vao day.”

Duy-Lam



T6i cAm 14y va 14t ra xem, khong ngd Tric da
vi€t sao lai nguyén tip truyén bing...Ti€ng
Phdp, ma Phdp-Vin chi 1a sinh-ng@ 2 cia toi!
Sinh ngit 1 Anh Vin t6i con chua khé, hudng gi
ti€ng Phap! Nhung 18 rdi! Khong thé bi mat mit
dugc, toi ben 1am bd doc vai chit rdi néi:

-“Hay qua, Tric cho anh muon vé nha doc nhé,
Triic chiu kho thdt va ...cha cha...chit cia Tric
viét dep ghé...”

Chiing t6i n6i chuyén tao-lao 1 chiit thi 1an lugt
cdc co doi vé, di nhién 12 toi tim dd moi cdch dé
cam Tric § lai. Lic dau, véi y 1a giit Tric cho
dén khi 4 thing ban quy cua t6i xuit hién
chitng-ki€n d€ thua c4 véi to6i. Nhung lic sau,
cAu chuyén giita t6i va Tric trd nén hgp...khdu
qua x4, to6i kham-pha ra: Tric, duéi cdi kinh can,
ddi mit cia nang trong rat thong-minh, hon nita,
161 n6i chuyén y-nhi dé-thuong va dic-biét, khi
nang cudi, 10 cdi ring khénh va nim ddng tién
trong cé-duyén-hét-y !!! Dan-da toi ty nhién
trong 10ng minh thdy mén Tric vo-cung... Tdi va
nang da dua d&€n mot thda-thuan 1a mdi ngay toi
s& vi€t mot cdi gi d6 bing Anh-Vin, Tric thi
vié€t bing Phdp-Vin trong cudn tap hoc-trd, rdi
tan trudng gip nhau sé trao ddi tdp cho nhau,
manh ai nidy vé nha vat 16n vdi Tu-dién d€ doc
va viét trd 151 lai trong tdp. Nhu thé cd hai dita
to1, mOn sinh-ngir 2 s€ kha 1€n ngay.

Va t6i chia tay Tric véi mot niém vui nhé nhe,
di d€ dém vé, tdi lai nim md thdy Tric dep
suong khoi li€u-trai...

Sdng hom sau, t6i phéng xe dén quén Mai,
ndi bon toi thudng udng ca-phé sém thi toi gip
dl cdc “ong thin” dang ngdi bd ldo & quan. Toi
rit ngac-nhién khi vira budc vao thi Ct-Map da
vi ditng 1én, dua tay ra “rua” t6i mot cai rat lich-
su, han néi:

-“Chiic mitng may, may dé hay qud...”

Cung liic d6, cd ddm ban con lai déu nhiin ring
cudi 1én ho ho. B4 Thd-Pia noi:

-“Cdi thang ngu thiét, Triic Hoa-Khoi ciia Doan-
Thi-Piém ma né lai khong biét!”
T61i héi:

-“May néi tao khong biét, la khong biét cdi gi?”

C4 bon lai cudi 4m 1én, lic d6 “nha Gido”
Tran-Thanh-P6 méi gidng:

-“E Toan, bén Poan-Thi-Piém, ndi tiéng nhat la
Triic-Hoa-Khéi, nguoi dep ciia thang Ci-Mdp,
bita tui tao chi may do...,khong ngo may lai nhao
vo nhom Tit-Quy, Triic ma may “dé” biét-danh la
Triic-Om chit c6 phdi la Triic-Hoa-Khéi dau!”
Ct-Map tiép:

-“Hém qua may ngoi ddy véi mdy em, tui tao
thdy chit, nhung vo lam gi dé cho may ba-hoa
cho da, ha...ha...

“...Triic xinh Triic moc dau dinh.

Em...gdy em dimg mot minh...chdng xinh!”
..ha ha...”

Toi sitng-s3! khong ngd minh lai...dé lgn “doi-
tugng” dinh cd.. Thdy b mit nhin-nhé
nhu...Khi dn 6t cta toi, nén C#-Om bén an-ii:
-“E Toan, may ciing ddu c6 mdp hon tao, tao
thdy may xiing véi em Triic-Om ldm dé Toan...”

Nghe vay, tu-nhién toi thdy minh c6 nhiém-vu

phai bién-ho cho nang, tdi noi:
-“Em tén Truc, thi di nhién la ddng nguoi phdi
mdnh-mai roi, mdt khéng sdng chi vi em bi cdn,
con da khéng tring, vi em cé mau da mdn-moi
mot chit chit ¢6 sao ddau!!! Nhung phdi cong-
nhan la em c6 161 néi chuyén dé thuong va thong-
minh ldm...tui may khong tudng dvoc dau...”

Luu-Manh-B4 1ién ngdm cau ca-dao:

“Thuong nhau cu Au cing tron...”

Ca bon cung cudi vang 1én trong quan, toi
ciing cudi va cii nhin trong tich ca-phé d€ che
vé bdi-rdi, bat-chgt, tdi bdng thdy vét sing 14p
lodng phdn-chi€u trén cdn mudng xudng mit
nudc ca-phé den, hinh nhu ggn 1én m4i téc-thé
nit-sinh cta Tric, thip-thodng diu-dang...

Anh-Toan
Toronto, Thiang 3-2002
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