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Chuong 1

Ngay xua, trong mot ngdi nha trén duong phd Ai Cap, c6 mot chu tho
dugc lam gan nhu hoan toan bang si. Cha co tay st va chan si, cac ngdn
chan s, cai dau st, than minh va cai mii stt. Chan tay dugc khau va rap lai
bang soi kim loai nén khuyu tay va dau gbi bang st ctia cha c6 thé gap lai,
cho chti duoc ty do chuyén dong dé dang.

Hai tai cht duoc lam tir 10ng tho that, va bén duoi 16p 1ong la nhing soi
kim loai rat chac, c6 thé uén cong, giup doi tai dién dugc cac tu thé thé hién
tdm trang cua cha tho - hon ho, mét moi, chan ngay Pubi chu, ciing thé,
duoc 1am tir 16ng tho that mém mai, muot ma va nom rat dep.

Tén cha tho 13 Edward Tulane, va chd rat cao. Tir chop tai cho téi dau
ngoén chan chi dai gin mot mét, d6i mét t6 mau xanh ctia cha hét st linh loi
va tinh cam.

Vi tat ca diéu d6, Edward Tulane cam théy minh 12 mot nhan vat xuét
chting. Chi ¢6 may soi rau khién chd thidy ngan ngai. Ching dai va trang nha
(chting von phai thé), nhung chat liéu thi chang rd 13 gi nita. Edward thay 1
chung khong phai 12 rau tho. Bo rau ay ting thudc vé con vat ndo - con vat ¢6
cai mui dén 13 kinh - 14 mot cau hoi ma Edward khong thé chiu ndi khi phai
nghi dén qua nhiéu. Vi thé cht ching nghi nita. Gan nhu d thanh quy tic,
chu khong thich suy nghi vé nhitg chuyén khong vui.

Chu ctua Edward 1a mot ¢6 bé muoi tudi, toc sim mau, co tén 1a Abilene
Tulane, nguoi coi trong Edward ciing chang thua gi chi coi trong ban than.
Mdi bubi sang, sau khi da di¢n qur:fm ao di hoc, Abilene lai thay dd cho
Edward.

Chu tho sir s¢ hitu mot ti quan 4o tuyét tac v6i nhimg bo 18 phuc bang lya
lam thu cong, giay dat hang dong béng da hang nhét duogc thiét ké riéng cho
d6i chan tho cta chl, va mot ké 1on ddy nhitng chiéc mil bang chat liéu dic
biét dugc khoet 10 dé dé dang doi qua hai chiéc tai to day biéu cam. Mbi
chiéc quan duoc cat may rat dep déu c6 mét cai tii nho dé dit chiée dong ho
b thi bang vang ciia Edward. Abilene 1én ddy c6t cho chii mdi budi sang.

“Nao, Edward,” c6 bé ndi véi chu sau khi da van day cot, “khi nao kim to
chi vao s mudi hai va kim nho chi vao sb ba, chi s& vé nha véi em.”

C6 bé dé Edward 1én chiéc ghé trong phong an va dat ghé gan ctra s6 dé
Edward c6 thé nhin ra con dudng dan t6i ctra chinh nha Tulane. Abilene dit
chiéc déng ho trén chén trai ctia cha. Co bé hon chop tai chua, roi ¢6 di hoc va
Edward danh ca ngay trong ra khu phd Ai Cap, lang nghe tiéng tich tic cua
ddng ho va cho doi.
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Trong tit ca cac mua, chii tho thich nhat mua déng, khi hoang hon budng
xubng sém khién cira sé6 phong an tdi dan va Edward co thé nhin thy hinh
phan chiéu ctia minh trén mit kinh. Va hinh phan chiéu méi dep lam sao chi!
Hinh dang chtl méi trang nha lam sao chi! Edward khong ngurng kinh ngac
vo1 vé tuyét dep cua chinh minh.

Vao buoi t6i, Edward ngdi ¢ ban dn ciung nhitng thanh vién khéac cua gia
dinh Tulane: Abilene, cha me Abilene, va ba cuia Abilene, nguoi duogc goi la
ba Pellegrina. Su that 1a, doi tai cia Edward chi hoi nh6 1én khoi mat ban, va
su that nita 13, sudt bira an chu ¢t nhin théng vao moi cai khin trai ban tréng
sang 16a. Nhung cht dd ¢ d6, mot chi tho ngdi tai ban in.

Cha me Abilene théy that thu vi khi c6 coi cha nhu tho that, va khi thinh
thoang c6 bé doi moi ngudi phai noéi lai hoac ké lai mét cau chuyén boi
Edward chua kip nghe.

“Cha,” Abilene s& noi, “con e rang Edward chua bat kip doan cudi.”

Cha Abilene s& quay sang phia tai Edward va noi that chdm réi, nhic lai
nhitng gi ong vira ndi dé 1am hai long chu tho stt. Edward vo nhu dang lang
nghe dé giir lich thiép voi Abilene. Nhung, thuce ra, chtt khong may hing tha
vO1 nhitng gi mo1 nguot noi. Thém nira, cha cling khong quan tam téi cha me
clia Abilene va thai do ha cb cta ho danh cho chu. Tt ca nguoi 1on, trén thuc
té, déu ra vé ha ¢ voi cha.

Chi c6 ba cua Abilene néi chuyén véi chu nhu cach Abilene thuong noi,
nhu mot nguoi ngang hang. Ba Pellegrina gia 1am rdi. Ba c6 cai miii to, nhon
va doi mat den sang lap lanh nhu vi sao. Pellegrina 1a ngudi chiu trach nhiém
vé su ton tai cua chi. Ba 1a nguoi da dat lam cha, la nguoi dat mua nhirng bo
1& phuc bang lua va chiéc dong hd bo tai, nhitng chiéc mil vui nhon va doi tai
c6 thé udn cong, nhitng d6i gidy da xin va d6i chan tay duogc rap lai, tat ca
déu tir mot nguoi tho bac thiy tai nuéc Phap qué huong ba. Pellegrina 1a
ngudi dd ting chi nhu mot mén qua nhan ngay sinh nhat bay tudi cua
Abilene.

Va chinh Pellegrina 1a nguoi dém dém dat Abilene vao givong cta co va
dat Edward vao giuong cua chu.

“Ba s& ké cho ching chau nghe mot cau chuyén chu, ba Pellegrina?”
Abilene hoi ba mdi dém.

“Khong phai dém nay, tiéu thu a,” ba Pellegrina dap.

“Vay thi khi nao?” Abilene héi. “Dém nao a?”

“Sém thoi,” ba Pellegrina noi. “S€ som ¢6 mot cau chuyén thoi.”

ROi ba tat dén, va Edward cung Abilene ndm trong bong tdi ctia phong
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ngu.

“Chi yéu em, Edward a,” Abilene noi thé hang dém sau khi ba Pellegrina
d3 di. C6 bé noi nhitng 101 d6 16i cho doi nhu thé cd6 mong rang Edward s&
dap lai gi do.

Edward khong dap lai gi. Chu khong dap lai vi, tat nhién roi, chi khong
thé noi duoc. Chi nam trong chiéc giuong be bé canh chlec giuong 1on cua
Abilene. Chu nhin chdm cham 1én tran nha va lang nghe tiéng hit vao tho ra
clia cd bé, biét rang 0 s€ nhanh chong chim vao giac ngu. Boi vi mit cla
Edward 1a d6i mat vé nén chu khong the nham lai, chdi ludn luon thire.

Thinh thoang, néu Abilene dit chti nam nghiéng thay vi nim thang, chu
¢6 thé nhin xuyén qua nhiing chan song va tim manh 1én bau troi dém. Vao
nhitg dém trdi quang, cac vi sao 1ap lanh, va anh sang le 16i cua chiing khién
Edward thay dé chiu theo cdch ma cha khong hiéu ré 1dm. Thuong thuong,
cht s& ngam nhin cac vi sao sudt dém cho t6i khi cudi cung bong tbi cling
nhudng chd cho binh minh.
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Chuong 2

V 4 v6i phong thai do, thoi gian cia  Edward cir thé troi di, hét ngay nay
qua ngay khac. Chang c6 gi dang ké xay ra. O, c6 mot su kién kich tinh dic
biét nho nho d3 xay ra day. Mot 1an khi Abilene dang & trudng, con chd nha
hang x6m, mdt con bdc-xo gidng duc c6 16ng mau nau khoang trang chang
hiéu tai sao dugc dat tén 1a Rosie, d3 budc vao nha chéng thém thong bao
khong can moi moc, ghéch chan chd ban n, xde mdt bii nude tiéu 1én 16p
khin trai mau trang. Sau d6 n6 lon ton chay lai hit hit Edward, va tham chi
trude khi Edward c6 thoi gian dé hiéu ¥ nghia cua viéc bi mot con chd ngui
mui, chu dd nam gon trong mdm Rosie va bi con chd gam gir tho bao lac toi
lac lui, nude dii cho 1am cha wét nhoe w6t nhoét.

May min thay, me Abilene di ngang qua phong dn va chimg kién su tra
tan ma Edward phai himg chiu.

“Nha no ra!” ba quat con Rosie.

Va Rosie, ngoan ngoan dang kinh ngac, 1am dung nhu thé.

Ao 1€ bang lua ctia Edward nh6p nhap day dai nhét va dau cha é am sudt
nhiéu ngay sau d6, nhung 1ong ty trong ctia chii bi ton thuong mai 14 diéu dau
d6n nhat. Me Abilene di goi chii 1a “nd”, va ba ndi déa vi vu nude dai ché
trén khan trai ban nhiéu hon 1a vi sy si nhuc Edward phai chiu dung trong
ham rang cua Rosie.

Va d6 1a khi mdt co hau gai, k¢ moi gia nhap doi giap viéc nha Tulane
dang khao khat gay dugc 4 an tuong voi 6ng ba chu vé su siéng ning cua minh,
chay toi chd Edward ng6i, trén chiéc ghé trong phong an.

“Con tho con nay lam gi & day vay?” ¢6 noi rd to.

Edward khong thém quan tam t6i cai tir tho con teo ndo. Chu thiy né cuc
ky khong xtrng dang vé1 minh.

C6 hau gai khom nguoi xudng sat cht va nhin vao mat chu.

“Hirm,” ¢6 noi. Co dung lui lai. Co chéng nanh. “Tao doan may ciing nhu
tat ca cac thir khac trong nha nay, lai Ia mot thir phai duoc lam sach va phui
bui.”

Va thé 1a ¢6 hau hat bui cho Edward Tulane. C6 hut timg bén doi tai dai
ctia cht vao cai 6ng may hut bui. C6 cao cao 1én 4o quan chu va dap dap dudi
cha. Co6 phui bui mat chu tan tac, thd bao. Va trong con say mé téy sach chu,
co hit ca chiéc dong ho bo ti ciia Edward bay ra khoi long chu. Chiée dong
hé roi vao tai dung rac ctia may hat bui voi mot tiéng keng budn bi ma co
hau xem ra chang budn nghe thiy.

Khi d3 xong viéc, cd day chiéc ghé vé chd ban dn, va vi chang biét chinh
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xac Edward dugc dat & dau, cudi cung c¢6 quyét dinh dai cht vao gitta bay
bup bé dat trén gia trong phong ngu cua Abilene.

“Pugc ddy,” c6 hau noi. May & day di nhé.”

Co dé miac Edward trén cai gia trong tu thé gom ghiéc dd man nhat - mii
cht chti xudng tan dau gbi; va chi doi ¢ d6, véi dam bup bé ban tan ram ri
va cudi cot chit nhu mot bay chim dién cudng thiéu than thién, cho téi khi
Abilene di hoc vé, nhan ra cha bién mat va chay hét tir phong ndy sang phong
kia goi tén chu.

“Edward!” c6 bé la 16n. “Edward o1!”

Chéng cO cach nao, tit nhién roi, dé cht noi cho co6 biét chu dang ¢ dau,
chang c6 cach nao dé chi tra 101 ¢6. Chu chi ¢ thé ngdi yén chd doi.

Khi Abilene tim théy chu, c6 0m chu that chat, chat té1 mac Edward co
thé nghe thay trai tim c¢6 dap loan xa nhu mudn roi khoi 16ng nguc vi lo s0.

“Edward,” c6 bé thon thuc, “6i Edward. Chi yéu em. Chi khong bao gid
mudn em roi xa chi.”

Chu thd, cling nhu thé, dang ném trai mot xtc cam ménh liét. Nhung doé
khong phai 1a tinh yéu. D6 1 ndi phan nd vi cha di bi xic pham kinh khung,
vi chti d4 bi mot ¢6 hau ddi xir khinh miét ¢ nhu cha 1a vat vo tri vo giac -
nhu mot cai bat an, co thé noi vay, hay nhu mot am tra. Diéu bu dép duy nhat
sau sudt ca vu rum beng 1 ¢6 hiu méi da bi dudi viéc ngay lap tirc.

Cai dong ho bo thi cua Edward dugc tim thay sau do, sau trong rudt cua
cai may hat byi, bi me do6i chut, nhung van chay t6t; no dugc cha Abilene
chuyén lai cho chii, 6ng vira trinh no ra vira cti dau ra diéu giéu nhai.

“Ngai Edward,” 6ng noi. “Pong ho ciia ngai, phai thé chi?”

Vu Rum Beng Rosie va Su Kién May Hut Bui - D6 chinh 1a nhiing pha
kich tinh 16n nhét trong ca cudc doi Edward cho t61 dém sinh nhéat lan thir
mudi mot ciia Abilene, tai ban n toi, Iac chiéc banh dang dugc bé ra, chuyén
con tau da dugc dé cap dén.
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Chuong 3

N 6 duogc dat tén la Nir Hoang Mary,” cha Abilene noi, “va con s€ cung
cha me ré song theo con tau t¢1 Luan Don.”

“Thé con ba Pellegrina thi sao a?” Abilene hoi.

“Ba khong di cung moi nguoi,” ba Pellegrina dép. “Ba s€ ¢ lai day.”

Edward, tat nhién roi, chang hé lang nghe. Chu thdy nhiing ciu chuyén
quanh ban in ngd ngan t4i toi nghiép; trén thuc té, néu c6 thé thi cha sé to ra
minh chang thém lang nghe. Nhung roi Abilene di lam mot diéu bat thuong,
mot diéu khién chu phai cht y. Khi cudc trd chuyén vé con tau van duoc tiép
tuc, Abilene véi toi Edward, nhac chu ra khoi ghé va giir chu dimg trén long
minh.

“Thé con Edward a?” Abilene noi, giong c6 bé ngan cao ddy nghi ngai.

“No thi sao, con yéu?” me c¢6 bé hoi.

“Edward c6 dugc di tau Nit hoang Mary cung chung ta khong a?”

“0), tAt nhién r6i, néu con mudn thé, cho du con di hoi qua 16n dé choi
v6i con tho st nhu thé rdi.”

“V§ van nao,” cha Abilene vui vé cit ngang. “Ai s& bao vé Abilene néu
Edward khong & do co chi?”

Tu vi tri thuan lgi trén long Abilene, Edward c6 thé nhin théy toan bo ban
an trai rong trude mit, xua nay chi toan ngdi trén chiéc ghé danh riéng cho
minh cho nén canh nay cha chua nhin thidy bao gio. Chu nhin 1én nhiing
chum anh sang lép lanh toa ra tr dd bac va ly tach, chén dia. Cht nhan ra cai
nhin chiéu ¢ giéu cot clia cha me Abilene. Va réi mat chu bat gip anh mat
ba Pellegrina.

Ba ldo dang nhin chu bing d6i mit ciia mot con dai bang thanh thoi
budng minh giira khong trung nghién cru con chudt dudi mat dat. Co thé 16p
l6ng trén tai va duét Edward, va nhiing soi 16ng quanh mai cha van luu gitr
lai ky trc 10 mo nao d6 vé cam giac bi san dudi, mdt con rung minh chay doc
nguodi chu.

“Pung,” ba Pellegrina noi, khong rdi mat khoi Edward, “ai trong ching
Abilene néu con tho khéng & d6?”

Pém d6, khi Abilene lai hoi, nhu ¢6 bé van hoi hang dém, liéu ba co ké
cau chuyén nao khéng, thi ba Pellegrina dap, “Pém nay, tiéu thu yéu quy, sé
c6 mdt chuyén ké

Abllene ng01 day. “Con nghi Edward can duoc ngdi day véi con,” cd bé

“thé thi em ay méi cung nghe ké chuyén duogc.”
“Ba nghi d6 1a cach tot nhat,” ba Pellegrina dong y. “Piing, ba nghi con
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tho can phai duoc nghe cau chuyén nay.”

Abilene nang Edward 1én, dat chu ngdi canh cb bé trén givong, va sap
xép chan ném quanh ch@; roi ¢6 bé ndi v4i ba Pellegrina, “Chiing con sn
sang roi.”

“Thé rdi,” ba Pellegrina noi. Ba khé ho. “Va thé roi. Cau chuyén bat dau
v&1 mot nang cong chaa.”

“Mot nang cong chaa xinh dep chir a?” Abilene hoi.

“Mo6t nang cong chua rat xinh dep.”

“Xinh dep nhu thé nao a?”

“Con phai lang nghe,” ba Pellegrina dap. “Tat ca déu co trong cau
chuyén.”

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Chuong 4

Ngay xua c6 mot nang cong chiia vo _ cung xinh dep. Nang lung linh nhu
anh sang cuia muon van vi sao trong dém khong trang. Nhung chuyén nang
xinh dep thi c6 gi khac thuong khong? Khong. Khong cé gi khac ca.”

“Tai sao lai khong cé gi khac a?”” Abilene thic mic.

“Bé1 vi,” ba Pellegrina dap, “nang 1a mgt c6 cong chtia khong yéu ai va
kh()ng ban tAm chut ndo vé tinh yéu, cho du co rat nhiéu nguoi yéu thuong
nang.”

To61 doan nay cua cau chuyén, ba Pellegrina ngung lai va huong thang vao
Edward. Ba cham cham nhin d6i mét vé& ctia chu, va mot lan nita, Edward
cam thay rung minh.

“Thé r61,” ba Pellegrina néi, tiép tuc nhin vao Edward.

“Chuyén gi da xay ra véi nang cong chua a?” Abilene lai hoi.

“Thé roi,” ba Pellegrina quay lai véi Abilene, “vua cha néi rang cong
chtia phai thanh hon; ngay sau d6, mot hoang tir tir vuong quéc lang giéng téi
gap nang cong chua va lap tirc dem long yéu nang. Chang tang nang mot
chlec nhan vang rong. Chang deo nd vao ngdn tay nang. Chang noéi véi nang
rang: ‘Ta yéu nang.” Nhung con c6 biét cong chiia da 1am gi khong?”

Abilene lic dau

“Cong chua nudt chimg chiéc nhan. Nang g& né ra khoi ngodn tay va nudt
vao bung. Nang néi, “Day 1a cach ta nghi vé tinh yéu.” Va nang bo chay khoi
hoang ttr. Nang roi khoi 1au dai, di sau vao rimg. Va thé r6i.”

“Va thé roi sao a?” Abilene héi. “Chuyén gi xay ra tiép a?”

“Va thé roi nang cong chia lac trong rimg tham. Nang lang thang sudt
nhiéu ngay. Cudi cling, nang budc t6i mot can 1éu nho va gd cira. Nang noi,
‘Cho ta vao, ta lanh.’

“Khong co tiéng dap lai.

“Nang g ctra lan nita. Nang kéu 1én, ‘Cho ta vao, ta d6i.”

“Mot giong ndi khiung khiép tra 10i nang: ‘Ctr vao di néu mi phai lam
thé.’

“Nang cong chia xinh dep budc vao, nang nhin thdy mot mu phu thiy
dang ngodi dém nhiing thoi vang trén mat ban.

“ ‘Ba nghin sau tram hai muoi hai’, mu phu thay noi.

“ “Ta bj lac,” nang cong chta xinh dep cét tiéng.

“ “Thé thi sa0?” mu phu thiy dép. ‘Ba nghin sau traim hai muoi ba.’

“‘Ta do1,” cong chua than.

“ ‘Khong phai viéc cua ta,” my phu thay tra 161. ‘Ba nghin sdu trdm hai
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muoi tu.’

“ ‘Nhung ta 1a mdt cong chtia xinh dep,” cong chiia noi.

“ “‘Ba nghin sau tram hai muoi lam,” my phu thu dap 161 nang.

“ “Cha ta,” cong chiia noi tiép, “la mot vi vua quyén uy. Nguoi phai gitip
ta néu khong sé& phai lanh hau qua day.’

“ ‘Hau qua ay 4?° mu phu thiy néi. Mu ngang mat 1én khoi dong vang.
Mu chim cham nhin cong chua. ‘Mi dam no1 voi ta vé hau qua ha? Puoc
1am, r6i, chiing ta s& noi vé hau qua: hiy noi cho ta nghe tén ctia ngudi ma mi
yeu.’

““Yéu al” cong chua dap. Nang gidm chan. “Tai sao tit ca moi ngudi déu
phai noi vé tinh yéu?”’

“ “Mi yéu ai?’ phu thay nhic lai. “Mi phai cho ta biét tén ké do.”

“ “Ta khong yéu ai ca,” cong chua dap day tu hao.

“ “Mi lam ta that vong,” mu phu thiy néi. Mu gio tay 1én va ho: ‘Um ba
la.”

“Va nang cong chua bién thanh mot con lon 10i.

“ ‘Nguoi da 1am gi ta thé nay?’ cong chtia kéu eng éc.

“ G106 thi mi1 s€ no1 chuyén voi ta vé hau qua cht?” mu phu thay noi, va
quay lai v6i viéc dém nhitng thoi vang. ‘Ba nghin sau trim hai muoi sau,” my
phu thiy 1am bam trong khi cong chta lon 10i chay khéi tip 1éu, lao trd lai
ring tham.

“Binh linh cua nha vua cling dang ¢ trong khu rung. Ho dang tim kiém gi
vay? Mot nang cong chua xinh dep. Va thé roi khi ho dung phai mot con lon
16i x4u xi, ho ban né ngay 1ap tuc. Pang!”

“Khong,” Abilene thét 1én.

“Co day,” Pellegrina néi. “Binh linh mang con lon 16i trd vé lau dai, ba
dau bép rach bung no ra va trong thdy mot chiéc nhin vang rong. Trong lau
dai dém d6 c6 rat nhiéu ngudi d6i bung mong chd duogc an. Thé 13 ba dau bép
deo chiéc nhan 1én ngdn tay va hoan thanh viéc x¢é thit con lgn 101. Va, chiéc
nhin ma nang cong chia xinh dep ting nudt téa sang lap lanh trén ban tay
nguoi dau bép khi ba lam viéc d6. Hét.”

“Hét a?” Abilence sirng s6t hoi.

“Dung,” ba Pellegrina dap, “hét.”

“Nhung khong thé thé duogc.”

“Tai sao khong thé thé duoc?”

“Boi vi cai két téi nhanh qua. Bdi vi khong ai dugce sdng hanh phic mai
mai, tai thé déy a.”
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“A, ra thé,” ba Pellegrina git dau. Ba im ling mot 1at. “Nhung hdy tra 10i
ba xem: lam sao mdt cau chuyén co thé két thuc vui vé néu khong co6 tinh
yéu? Nhung ma. Um. Khuya rdi. Va con phai ngu di thoi.”

Ba Pellegrina nhac Edward khoi Abilene. Ba dit chii vao giudng va kéo
tdm chan phu Ién bd rau cua chu. Ba cui sat gﬁn ch@, tham thi, “Con 1am ta
that vong.”

Sau khi ba 140 roi khoi phong, Edward nam lai trong chiéc giuong nho
ctia minh va nhin tran tran 1én tran nha. Cau chuyén that 1a vo vi, cha nghi.
Nhung tuyét dai da s6 cac cau chuyén déu thé. Cha nghi vé nang cong chia
va chuyén nang da bi bién thanh lon 10i ra sao. That khing khiép! That ky
quac! That [a mot s6 phan kinh hoang!

“Edward,” Abilene noi, “Chj yéu em. Chi khong can biét chi 16n 1én dén
thé nao, chi sé luon luén yéu em.”

Phai, phai, Edward nghi.

Chu tiép tuc nhin 1én tran nha. Cha cam thay béi rdi vi mot 1& nao d6
khong thé goi thanh tén. Chi udc gi ba Pellegrina di dat cha nam nghiéng dé
cht co thé trong 1én nhiing vi sao.

Va r6i chii nhé t6i cach ba Pellegrina miéu ta nang cong chua xinh dep.
Nang toa sang nhu nhitng vi sao trong dém khéng tring. Chang hiéu sao,
Edward cam thdy d& chiu v6i nhitng tir ngit 6 va tham nhéc di nhac lai véi
chinh minh - lung linh nhu anh sang nhiing vi sao trong dém khong trang,
lung linh nhu 4nh sdng nhitng vi sao trong dém khong trang - cho td1 luc,
cudi cung thi, anh sang binh minh dau tién xuat hién.
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Chuong 5

Ngbi nha trén phd Ai Cap tré nén hét stc 1 nhén nhao ling xing khi gia
dinh Tulane chuan bi cho chuyén di téi nuéc Anh. Edward so hitu mot cai
ruong nho, va Abilene sap do cho cht, nhét day nhitng bo 18 phuc hang nhat
va ca loat mi dep nhat cung ba doi giay, tat ca 1a dé chu c6 thé hién dién tai
Luan Pén trong b dang that 1a lich thiép. Trudc khi dit mdi bd dd vao
ruong, cd bé lai gio ra cho chli xem.

“Em c6 thich 40 so mi ndy véi 40 khodc 1€ kia khong?” c6 bé hoi ch.

Hoic, “Em c6 thich d6i chiéc mii qua dwa mau den nay khong? Khi doi
no trong em xinh lam. Chung ta mang no di nhé?”

Va 10i, cubi cuing, vao mot budi sang thir Bay trong thang Nam, Edward
cung Abilene va 6ng ba Tulane budc 1én boong tau, dung canh lan can. Ba
Pellegrina dting ngay dudi bén dau. Ba doi trén dau mot chiéc mil dinh day
hoa. Ba nhin cham chiam vao Edward. D6i mit den ctia ba sang ryc.

“Tam biét ba,” Abilene hét to vé phia ba cua c6 bé. “Con yéu ba.”

Con tau duoc kéo ra khoi bén. Ba Pellegrina vay tay voi Abilene.

“Tam biét tiéu thu yéu quy,” ba goi voi theo, “tam biét.”

Edward cam thdy c6 gi am w6t rdt vao tai. Nudc mat cta Abilene, cha
doan vay. Cha udc gi ¢d bé dimg 6m chu chit qua. Cir hé bi siét qua manh
tay 1a 40 quan cta chu lai nhau nhi hét. Cudi cung, tit ca nhimg nguoi ¢ lai
trén dat lién, bao gdm cé ba Pellegrina, da khuét khoi tam mat. Riéng Edward
cam thay c6 phan nhe nhdm vi khong nhin thay ba nira.

bung nhu dugc mong doi, Edward Tulane thu hut rat nhiéu sy chu y trén
boong tau.

“That 1a mot con tho doc ddo,” mot quy ba gia nua deo ba chudi ngoc trai
trén ¢6 thot 1én. Ba cti xubng dé nhin Edward cho 1 hon.

“Cam on ba a,” Abilene dap.

Nhiéu c6 bé trén boong huéng vé Edward véi cai nhin tran tréi day thém
mudn. Chung hoi Abilene liéu chiing ¢6 dugc dm chu khong.

“Khoéng dugce dau,” Abilene dap, “td e rang em 4y khong phai loai tho
thich bi nguoi la 6m ap.”

Hai théng bé, 1a anh em rudt co tén la Martin va Amos, dac biét thich tha
v6oi Edward.

“N6 1am cai gi?” Martin hoi Abilene vao ngay thir hai trén bién. Thang bé
chi vao Edward, lac nay dang ngdi trong mot chiéc ghé trén boong véi doi
chan dudi dai trudc mat.

“Em ay khong 1am gi ca,” Abilene dap.
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“No c6 day cot ¢ dau do khong?” Amos hai.

“Khéng,” Abilene dap, “em 4y khong c6 day cot.”

“Thé thi né ¢6 gi hay co chr?” Martin noi.

“Piém hay chinh & chd em ay 1a Edward,” Abilene dép lai.

“Thé thi cha hay ho gi 1am,” Amos noi tiép.

“0, cha ra gi,” Martin dong y. Va r0i, sau mot hoi suy nghi kha 1au, thang
bé cét tiéng, “Anh chéng bao gid dé ai mic d6 cho anh nhu thé.”

“Em cling thé,” Amos dé theo.

“Ao quan cua n6 cé cdi ra duge khong?” Martin lai hoi.

“Tat nhién 1a duoc,” Abilene tra 16i. “Em ay cO rat nhiéu bo d6 khac
nhau. Va em 4y ciing c6 dd ngu riéng. Chung duoc lam bang lya.”

Edward, nhu thuong I¢, chéng hé ban tdm téi cude nodi chuyén. Mot lan
gi6 thoi trén mat bién, va chiéc khan lya quin quanh c6 cha dang cudn bay ra
phia sau. Cha doi trén dau mot chiéc mil di bién bang rom. Cha tho nghi han
tréng minh hét strc banh bao.

Chu thé kinh ngac diéng ngudi khi bi nhac khoi ghé, va dau tién 1a chiéc
khian quang, roi t6i chiéc 4o khodc va quan dai cta chi bi coi khoi nguoi.
Edward thay chiéc dong hd bé thi ciia minh roi xudéng san tau va lan 16ng lc
to1 chan Abilene.

“Nhin né nay,” Martin kéu 1én. “N6 con mic ca d6 16t.” Thing bé gio
Edward 1én cao dé Amos c6 thé nhin thiy.

“Céira di,” Amos ré 1én.

“KHONG!!!!” Abilene gio 1én.

Martin 19t quan 4o 16t ctia Edward ra.

Gio thi Edward di chu y. Cha thdy nhuc qua. Chi bi 16t trudng hoan toan
trir chiéc mil trén dau, va hanh khach trén boong tau dang ng6 vao chu, dang
hudng cai nhin cham cham ky thu va day si nhuc vé phia chu.

“Tra em ay ddy,” Abilene hét 1én. “Em ay la cua t01.”

“Khoéng,” Amos noi voi Martin, “dua cho em.”’ ’ Thang bé vo hai ban tay
vao nhau roi glang rong tay ra. “Quang no6 di,” thang be noi.

“Lam on,” Abilene gao 1én. “Pimg ném em dy. Em iy 1am bang stt. Em
ay bi v mét.

Martin quang Edward.

Va Edward tran truéng bay trong khong trung. Moi mot tich tic trude thoi
chu tho nghi ring bi 16t truong truéc mot boong tau day hanh khach la
chuyén kinh khung nhat c6 thé xay ra voi chu. Nhung chu dé sai. Bi quang
qua quang lai, vin trong trang thai tran trudng, tir ban tay cua thang bé do
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day, cuoi ho hd ndy sang tay mot thing bé do day cuoi ho hd khac con khing
khiép hon nhiéu.

Amos bt dugc Edward va gio chi 1én vé déc thing.

“Ném no lai day,” Martin hét sang.

Amos vung tay 1én, nhung ngay khi né vira san sang dé quang Edward di,
Abilene da chan lai béng cach lao dau vao bung thé‘mg bé, lam tan tanh y dinh
cua no.

Va boi thé Edward khong bay nguoc trd lai vao ban tay ban thiu cia
Martin.

Thay vao d6, Edward Tulane bay vang khoi thanh tau.
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Chuong 6

Mot chii tho st chét nhu thé nao?

Mot cht tho st ¢6 thé chét dudi khong?

Cai mil ¢6 con & trén dau minh khong?

Pay 1a nhitng cdu hoi ma Edward tu hoi khi bay tir man tau xudng bién
xanh. Mat tro1 dang treo cao trén kia, va tir mot noi dudong nhu da rt xa x6i,
Edward nghe thay tiéng Abilene goi tén minh.

“Edwaaarrrrd,” c6 bé thét Ién, “quay lai di.”

Quay lai u? That 1a diéu 16 bich nhat dé co thé gao 1én, Edward nghi.

Khi cht roi xuéng, 16n nhao trong khéng trung, chu di c¢6 gang dé nhin
dugc Abilene 1an cudi ciing. Co bé dang dung trén boong tau, bam vao lan
can bang mot ban tay. Ban tay kia cia ¢6 dang giit mot cai dén - khong, d6 1a
mot qua cau lta - khong, Edward nhén ra, chiéc dong hd bé tai bang vang
ctia chu chinh 13 thtr Abilene van cam trong tay tir ndy; cd gio cao né lén, va
n6 phan chiéu anh mat troi.

Chiéc dong ho bé thi cia ta, chil nghi. Ta can no.

Va 16i Abilene bién mat khoi tAm mét va chu rét vao mit nude véi stc
dap khung khiép t6i muc chiéc mil ving ra khoi dau chu.

Vay la cau hoi da dugc tra 161, Edward nghi khi ch nhin chiéc mi bay
lué6t di trong gio.

Va rdi chi bat ¢au chim xudng.

Chu chim dan, chim déan, chim dan. Chu giit mat mé to sudt quang thoi
gian d6. Chang phai vi cht can dam, ma boi vi cha chang c6 lya chon nao
khac. Poi mat vé cua chu ching kién lan nudc xanh mau bién chuyén sang
xanh 14 cay va roi lai tré vé mau bién. Poi mat quan sat mai cho téi khi nudc
chuyén sang mau den kit nhu man dém.

Edward van chim din, chim dan. Cha tu nhua, néu ta bi chét dudi thi 18
duong nhién ta dd chét lau ri.

Xa phia trén mit bién, con tau vién duong dang ché Abilene van v tinh
€ song, con chu tho s cudi cung cling cham vao day bién, sép mat xuéng; va
& do, dau bi ket trong bun, cht da ném trai xic cam chan thuc, 16 rét 1an dau
tién.

Edward Tulane s¢ hai.
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Chuong 7

Chu ty nhu rang duong nhién Abilene s& t6i tim chu. Chuyén nay,
Edward nghi, giéng y nhu doi Abilene trd vé nha tir truong hoc. Minh s€ vo
nhu minh dang ¢ trong phong an cua ngdi nha trén khu phd Ai Cap, doi kim
nho chi vao s ba, con kim to chi vao sé muoi hai. Néu c6 chiéc dong ho thi
minh s& biét chic chin hon. Nhung thé ciling chang sao, cd bé s& t6i ddy sém,
rat sém thoi.

Hang gio tréi qua. Va ngay ndi ngay. Ro6i tuan ndi tuan. Va réi nhiéu
thang di qua.

Abilene da khong toi.

Eward, boi chang c6 diéu gi hay ho hon dé 1am, bit dau suy nghi. Chu
nghi vé nhitng vi sao. Chti nhé ching di trong nhu thé ndo tir cira s6 phong
ngu cua chu.

Piéu gi da khién ching toa sang lap lanh t&i vdy, cha tu hoi, va ¢ phai
chung van tiép tuc téa sang dau dé cho du ch khong thé nhin thidy? Chua
mot 1an nao trong doi, chi nghi, minh xa cach nhing vi sao nhu bay gio.

Chu ciing suy ngam lai vé sb phan cua nang cong chia xinh dep, nguoi da
bi bién thanh lon 10i. Tai sao nang lai bi bién thanh lon 16i? B&i vi mot mu
phu thity xau xi dd ém bua nang - tai nhu vay dy.

Va r6i chu tho nghi vé ba Pellegrina. Cha cam thdy, theo mot cach ma
ban than chi khong sao giai thich noi, réng ba chiu trach nhiém vé tit ca moi
diéu xay ra voi chii. Gan nhu 13 chinh ba, chir khong phai may thang bé kia,
da ném Edward bay qua thanh tau.

Ba giéng nhu mu phu thuy trong cau chuyén. Khong, ba chinh 1a my phu
thity trong cau chuyén d6. That thé, ba khong bién chu thanh lgn 16i nhung ba
d3 trimg phat cha y hét nhu vy, cho du chti khong thé néi 13 boi t6i gi.

Vao ngay thur thach thir hai tram chin bay cua Edward, mdt con bdo tran
t6i. Con bdo manh t6i mirc cudn Edward tir day dai duong 1én va nhan cha
vao mot vong xody nhay nhét dién cudng, hoang dai. Nudc nhdi chi toi boi,
nang chu 1én roi lai nhan chim chd xudng.

Ctru! Edward tham kéu.

Con bao, trong con thinh nd ctua nd, thuc sy da ném tung cha 1€n khoi
mit bién; cha thod thoang théy, chi trong mgt khoanh khéc, anh sang cua bau
troi tim xam dang gidn dit; nhiing tran gid thoi U U qua tai chi. Cht nghe thay
nhu 1a ba Pellegrina dang cuoi. Nhung chua kip tan huong cam giac bay l1én
khoi mat bién, chu d4 lai roi tdm xudng long nude sau. Cha bi don 1én rdi dap
xuong, tr trudce ra sau, cho td1 khi con bao tan di, va Edward thay minh lai
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mot 1an nita bat ddu chAm cham chim xudng day dai duong.

Oi, ctru t6i v6i, cha nghi. Toi khong quay lai d6 duge. Ciru t6i.

Nhung, chii van tiép tuc chim. Chim xuéng, chim xudng, chim xudng.

Va rdi, d6t nhién, mot tAm ludi to, rong cua mot nguodi danh cd quang to1
va bat dugc cha tho. TAm ludi kéo chu cao 18n, cao 1én cho téi khi co6 mot
ludng sang gan nhu khong chiu ndi v& da va Edward trd lai voi thé gidi, ndm
trén boong tau, gitta dam ca.

“E, cai gi thé nay?” mot giong ndi vang lén.

“Khong phai ca,” mot giong khac dap lai. “Chéc chan roi.”

Anh sang qua choi chang kh1en Edward ching nhin thay gi. Nhung cubi
cung, nhitng duong nét dan xuat hién trong anh sang, va rdi nhitng khuén
mat. Edward nhan ra chua dang nhin 1€n hai nguoi dan 6ng, mdt con tré, mot
da gia.

“Trong nhu d6 choi dy,” 6ng gia c6 mai toc hoa ram néi. Ong cui xubng
nhac Edward 1én va gitt cht bang cach nam 14y hai chan trudc, xem xét chi.
“Mot chl tho, bac doan vay. No6 co6 rau. Va doi tai thd, hoac it nhét 13 hinh
dang mot doi tai tho.”

“Vang, chac rdi, mot con tho d6 choi,” cau thanh nién dap, va anh ta quay
di.

“Bac s& mang né vé nha cho Nellie. Pé ba Ay sira sang lai va tra nd vé
ding vai tro. Pua n6 cho dra nhoé nao do.”

Ong gia can than dat Edward vao mot céi sot, dung chu 1én nén chu duoc
ngodi thang va cé thé nhin ra bién. Edward thAm tran trong su tinh té cua cir
chi nhé do, nhung chu thuc sy chan ghét dai duong va s€ that sung suéng néu
khong bao gid phai nhin thdy n6 lan nita.

“D1 nao,” ong gia noi.

Va khi ho r& song quay lai dat lién, Edward cam thdy mit troi chiéu 1én
khuon mat va gi6 thoi qua cum 16ng sot lai trén tai ch, c6 diéu gi cing day
trong 10ng nguc chi, mot cam gidc tuyét voi.

Chu vui mimg vi van con séng sot.

“Nhin chu tho kia,” 6ng gia noi. “Trong n6 nhu dang khoai chi voi
chuyén di, phai khong nao?”

“A, vang,” cau thanh nién dap.

Trén thuc té, Edward qua hanh phuc vi duge quay tro lai voi su sdng toi
ndi chu khong con ban tAm tdi cam giac ton thuong vi bi goi 1a “nd” nita.
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Chuong 8

Trén dat lién, ngudi danh c4 gia nging lai dé cham tau thudc, va rdi voi
chiéc tau can chit giira hai ham ring, ong di bd vé nha, ning theo Edward
trén bo vai phai nhu thé 6ng dang ton vinh mot vi anh hung thang tran. Nguoi
danh ca dat chu ngé)i viing trén vai, dat mot ban tay chai san 1én lung chu.
Ong néi voi chi bang giong ém 4i, nho nhé khi bude di.

“May roi s& thich Nellie thoi, chiac chan day, 6ng 130 tham thi. “Ba 4y c6
ndi budn riéng, nhung 1a mot ngudi phy nwr rat tir t&.”

Edward nhin vé phia thi trAn nho bi bao trum trong bong t6i nhap nhoang:
mot dong 16n x6n vira nha cao vira 1&u rach 13n vao nhau, dai duong trai dai &
phia trudc thi trdn; va chii nghi rang minh s& thich bt ctr thir gi va bt cir ai
mién 1a khong nam ¢ dudi day bién.

“Xin chao, 6ng Lawrence,” mdt nguoi phu nit ding trudc cura hang goi
16n. “Ong thu hoach dugc gi thé?”

“Mot mé tuoi,” ngudi danh ca dap 101, “mdt con thd tuoi non tor dudi
bién.” C)ng nhac mil 1én chio nguoi phu nir 1ol tiép tuc rdo budc.

“Day 101, kia,” nguoi danh ca noi. Ong bo tau ra khoi miéng va dung dau
ong chi vé mot ngoi1 sao trén bau troi mau tia. “Ng01 sao phu’crng Bic cua
may O ngay kia. S& khong bao giod lac duong dau néu may di biét ngudi ban
ciia minh ngay trén do.”

Edward ngam nhin anh sang ctia vi sao nho.

C6 phai tat ca chl'mg déu co tén khong? chu tir hoi.

“Xem minh nay,” ngudi danh ca 1én tiéng, “dang noi chuyén véi mot thu
d6 choi co ddy. O, im. Du sao thi, nha day r61.” Va, van diéu Edward trén
vai, nguoi danh cd budc vao mat 161 di bang d4 va roi mét can nha nhé mau
xanh.

“Nhin nay, Nellie,” 6ng cat tiéng. “T6i mang cho ba mot thu tir bién nay.”

“Tb6i khong thich thir v6 ich ndo tir bién dau,” mot tiéng ndi vong ra.

“Ay, thoi nao, dimg c6 nhu thé, Nell. Ra ma xem nay.”

Mot ba cu budce ra khoi can bep, lau tay Ién chiéc tap dé. Khi nhin thay
Edward, ba tha roi chlec tap dé, vO hai tay vao nhau ma thét 1én, “O,
Lawrence, Ong mang vé cho toi mot con tho.”

“Thang tir dudi bién,” 6ng Lawrence ni 10i. Ong nhic Edward khoi vai,
dung chi dumng trén san nha, gitr liy hai tay cht va bat cht lam mot dong tac
cti chao that thap vé phia ba Nellie.

“0,” ba Nellie ndi, “lai day.” Ba vd tay 1an nita va ong Lawrence chuyén
Edward sang cho ba.
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Ba Nellie nang cht tho 1én trudc mat va ngam nhin chi tir ddu xudng
chan. Ba mim cudi. “Trong doi 6ng di nhin thay cai gi dep thé nay chua?” ba
noi.

Edward ngay lap tirc cam thay ba Nellie 1a mot phu nir rat sang sudt.

“Co6 nho nay dep qua,” ba Nellie thi thao.

Trong mot chdc lat, Edward thay bdi rdi. Co thir xinh dep nao khac trong
phong u?

“To1 goi co nho 1a gi duge nhi?”

“Susanna dugc chir?” 6ng Lawrence hoi.

“Phai r0i day,” ba Nellie dap. “Susanna.” Ba nhin sau vao mat cha tho.
“Trudc tién, Susanna can co quan 4o, phai thé khong?”
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Chuong 9

Vay la Edward Tulane da tr6 thanh _ Susanna. Ba Nellie may cho cha rat
nhiéu quan 4o0: mot cai Vay hong Xep nep danh cho nhing dip dac biét, mot
chiéc vay budng bang vai hoa dé mic hang ngdy, mot chiéc vdy mém dai
bang vai bong dé Edward mic khi ngii. Thém vao d6, ba 1am lai tai cho cha,
phui hét may nhiim 16ng con sot lai va may cho chu doi tai moi.

“0,” ba n6i v4i chi khi hoan tat cong viéc, “con trong dang yéu qua.”

Ban dau thi cht thay kinh hoang. Chu, hon hét thay, 1a mot con tho trai.
Chut khong mudn bi dn mic nhu con gai. Va md 4o quan, tham chi ngay ca
cai vay danh cho dip dic biét, that qua don gian, qua so sai. Chung thiéu vé
lich thiép va tinh m¥ thuat ctia nhimg bd quan 4o that sy chi timg c6. Nhung
roi cht nh¢ lai chuyén da phai nam dudi day dai duong, 16p bun bao quanh
mit, nhitng vi sao & qua xa, va chi ty nhu véi ban than, An mic khac di thi
da sao? Mac vay c6 lam ta dau don gi dau chu.

Bén canh d6, cudc song trong ngdi nha nhé mau xanh cung vo chong
ngudi danh ca rat ngot ngao. Ba Nellie thich nudng banh, boi vay ba danh ca
ngay trong bép. Ba dit Edward 1én bé bép, dua vao hop dung bot va xép vay
phtl quanh dau gbi chi. Ba bé tai chii 1én vi thé ch co thé nghe rat rd.

Va rdi ba bat dau cong viée, nhao bot dé lam banh mi, can bot dé 1am
banh quy va banh nuéng. Can bép mau chéng ngao ngat mui banh mi nuéng
va huong vi ngot ngao cia qué, dudng véi dinh huong. Ctra s6 bam day hoi
nuoc. Va trong khi Nellie [am vi¢c, ba noi chuyén.

Ba noi1 véi1 Edward Vé nhitng dtra con cta ba, vé co con gai, Lolly, dang
lam nghé thu ky; va may con trai cta ba: Ralph, dang trong quan doi, va
Raymond, da qua doi vi viém ph01 khi méi ndm tudi.

“N6 chang ¥ thic dugc gi vé thé 2101 xung quanh nwra,” ba Nellie noi.
“That la kinh hoang, khung khiép, diéu dang so nhat 13 nhin nguoi ta yéu
thuong lia khoi thé gidi ngay truéc mat ta ma ta chang 1am ndi mot diéu gi.
Gan nhu dém nao ta ciing mo vé thing bé.”

Ba Nellie gat nuéc mat bang mu ban tay. R6i ba mim cudi véi Edward.

“Chac 1a con nghi ta mét tri, n6i chuyén véi mot mon do choi. Nhung véi
ta, duong nhu con dang lang nghe, Susanna a.”

Va Edward kinh ngac nhan ra rang chi dang ling nghe. Trudc d6, khi
Abilene tro chuyén cung chi, moi thir xem ra that nham chan, that vé nghia.
Nhung gio day, nhing cau chuyén ba Nellie ké xuyén vao trai tim cht nhu
nhimg diéu quan trong nhat trén doi va chu lang nghe nhu thé cudc doi chu
phu thudc vao nhiing 161 ba noi. Piéu nay khién cht phan van ty héi liéu c6
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phai bun cat dudi day bién da lot vao trong cai dau bang st cta chl va lam
hoéng héc chd nao do khong.

Budi toi, ong Lawrence tu bién tr& vé, bita toi duge don ra va Edward
ngdi cung ban véi v chong ong chai. Chi ngdi trong mot chiée ghé cao bang
g6 di cii; thoat tién thi chi thay rat xdu ho (ghé cao, néi cho cung, 1a chiéc
ghé duoc thiét ké cho bon tré con, khong phai cho mot cht thé thanh lich),
nhung chi sém quen v6i nd. Chu thich duoc ngdi trén cao, nhin xudng mit
ban hon 13 cham cham ngé vao cai khan trai nhu thoi con & nha Tulane. Cha
thich cam gidc dugc tré thanh mot phén cua moi thir.

Hang dém sau bira an, 6ng Lawrence noi mudn ra ngoai hit chat khi troi
va co thé bé Susanna thich di cung ong. Ong dat Edward 1én vai nhu trong
dém dau tién do, khi ong budc qua thi tran de mang chu vé nha cho ba Nellie.

Ho budc ra ngoai, ong Lawrence cham tau thudc va giit Edward trén vai;
va néu troi quang dang, ong s& 1an luot goi tén cac chom sao, chom Tién N,
chom Thi M4, ong chi vi tri cia chung bang can tau. Edward thich dugc nhin
1én nhitng vi sao, va chl thich am thanh tén goi ciia cac chom sao. Chung that
ngot ngao d6i voi doi tai chi.

Tuy nhién, thinh thoang, nhin 1én nhitng chom sao, Edward lai nhé vé ba
Pellegrina, lai nhin thiy d6i mat den sang lap lanh cua ba va con rung minh
lai chay xuyén qua ngudi chu.

Nhung ba Nellie, truge khi dat chi vao givong hang dém, ba luén cat lén
mot bai hat ru - bai hat vé mot con chim nhai khong cat tiéng hot va mot
chiéc nhan kim cuong khong toa sang. Giong hat ru cta ba Nellie dd danh
vuot ve chu tho khién cha quén di Pellegrina.

Cudc sdng, sudt mot thoi gian dai, that ngot ngao.

Va rdi con gai ctia 6ng Lawrence va ba Nellie t&i tham.
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Chuong 10

Lolly 1a mot phu nit xwong x4u, ndi ning oang oang va to son qua dam.
Co ta budc vao nha va ngay lap tirc cha y toi Edward dang ngdi trén chiéc
ghé banh trong phong khach.

“Cai gi thé ‘nay?” co ta hoi. Lolly dat va li Xuong roi nhon mot ban chan
Edward ma quip chu 1én. C6 ta doc nguoc chii xudng.

“Do 1a Susanna,” ba Nellie dap.

“Susanna!” Lolly ré 1én. C6 ta lic manh Edward.

Vay trim 1én mit nén cha khong thé nhin thdy gi. Nhung trong long chu,
ndi cam ghét sau sic, vinh vién danh cho Lolly d4 dang trao.

“Cha con tim thy c6 bé,” ba Nellie néi tiép. “Co bé bj vuéng vao ludi va
chang c6 40 quan gi, nén me may cho bé méy bo vay.”

“Me bién thanh day t6 roi ddy a?” Lolly hét 1én. “Bon tho khong can quan
a0.”

“Um,” ba Nellie néi. Giong ba lac di. “Riéng co tho nay thi can.”

Lolly quang Edward xudng ghé banh. Chi roi sap mit xudng, canh tay
dudi qua dau va vay van tram kin mat, roi cir nim nguyén nhu thé sudt bita
t6i.

“Sao cha me phai 16i cai ghé cao cii ki kia ra?” Lolly lai ré 1én.

“Q, dirng dé ¥, khong c6 gi ddu,” ba Nellie dap. “Cha con chi dang gin lai
mot manh bi roi mat thoi ma, phai vay khong, Lawrence?”

“Pung vay,” 6ng Lawrence dap ma khong ngang dau khoi dia an.

TAt nhién, sau bira toi, Edward khong ra ngoai di dao, ding duoi bau troi
sao hat thudc véi 6ng Lawrence. Va ba Nellie, 1an dau tién ké tir khi Edward
& cung, khong hat ru chu ngu. Trén thuc té, Edward di bi bo mic va quén
lang cho t6i sang hom sau, khi Lolly nhat chu 1én 1an nita, kéo vay khoi mat
cht, nhin chim cham véo mat chu.

“Lam mé mudi ong ba gia phai khong, oat con?” Lolly noi. “Tao nghe ca
thi tran khao nhau rang ho ddi xtr véi may nhu mot dtra con nho.”

Edward trung trirmg nhin lai Lolly. Son mo6i cua ¢ ta sang choi va do nhu
mau. Chu cam thdy mot hoi gi6 lanh vira lu6t qua phong.

Canh cura ¢ dau d6 b1 mé chang?

“Duoc roi, may dimg hong lira tao,” ¢6 ta noi. Co ta lic chu. “Chung ta s&
di mot vong cung nhau, may va tao.”

Giir Edward bang cach xach d6i tai chu, Lolly rAm rip budc vao bép roi
ném chu vao thung rac.

“Me!” Lolly gao to. “Con muon cai xe tai. Con dinh ra ngoai lam may
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viéc vat.”

“Q,” giong ndi run run cua ba Nellie vong t6i, “t6t lim, con yéu. Tam biét
con.”

Tam biét, Edward nghi khi Lolly kéo manh thung rac ra chd xe tai.

“Tam biét,” Nellie lai ndi vong ra, lan nay tiéng ba to hon.

Edward cam thdy mét ndi dau sic lanh ctra sdu trong 16ng nguc bang su
cua chu.

Lan dau tién, tiéng trai tim cha vang lén.

N6 thét ra hai tir: Nellie. Lawrence.
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Chuong 11

Chuyén di ciia Edward két thiic ¢ bai rc. Cht nam trén ca dong vo cam,
ba ca phé, suon lon 061, lép xe hong. Bém dau tién, ch( nam trén chop déng
rac, vi thé chii c6 thé nhin 1én nhitng vi sao va tim sy an Ui trong anh sang cia
chung.

Vao budi sang, mot ga dan 6ng lun tit tréo qua may déng rac va gach vun.
Ga dung lai khi d3 diémg trén dinh cta déng cao nhat. Ga khoanh tay trudc
nguc va nhudng 16ng may.

Ga dan 6ng hu vang. Ga thét 1én, “Ta la ai? Ta la Ernest, Ernest - vua cua
thé gii. Lam sao ta c6 thé 1am vua thé gidi? Boi vi ta 1a vua rac. Va rac rudi
1a thtr 1am nén thé gioi. Ha. Ha, ha! Vi thé, ta 1a vua cta thé giéi.” Ga hu lén
lan nira.

Edward kha dong tinh v6i g Ernest vé quan diém thé gidi duoc tao nén
tir rac rudi, dic biét sau ngay thtr hai ndm & bai rac, khi bi ca déng rac thai
trat thang 1én ngudi. Cht nam do, bi chon séng. Cha khong thé nhin thay bau
troi. Cht khong thé trong 1én nhitng vi sao. Chi chang thay gi ca.

Diéu gitp cho Edward con tru dugc, didu mang lai cho chu hy vong chinh
1a y nghi lam sao tim thdy duoc Lolly va tinh toan chi ly cach tra thu co ta.
Chu s€ nam tai ¢0 ta ma nhic bong 1én! Cha sé& chon ¢6 ta dudi ca nii rac!

Nhung sau gan bon muoi ngdy dém, strc ning va mui hoi ham cta dong
rac de trén ép duoi da phu den nhitng y nghi cia Edward, chi sém quén y
dinh tra thu va roi vao tuyét vong. Chuyén nay con kinh khing hon, kinh
khang hon rat nhiéu so v6i bi chim dudi day bién. Tham chi con kinh khung
hon vi Edward bay gio di 1a mot cht tho khac xwa. Chi khong thé noi chinh
xac ch da khac nhu thé nao; chi don gian 1a cha biét diéu d6. Chu nhé lai,
mot 14n nira, cAu chuyén cua ba Pellegrina vé nang cong chiia khong biét yéu
ai. My phu thay bién nang thanh lon 10i boi nang khong yéu ai ca. Gio cha da
hiéu diéu do.

Chu nghe thay ba Pellegrina n6i: “Con 1am ta that vong.”

Tai sao? cht hoi ba. Tai sao toi lai 1am ba thét vong?

Nhung cht ciing dd biét cau tra 10i cho cau hoi d6. Do 1a boi chi da
khong yéu Abilene du nhiéu. Va bay gio co bé di roi xa chi. Va chu sé
khong bao gid c¢6 thé ctru van dwoc moi chuyén. Roi ba Nellie va ong
Lawrence ciing dd roi xa cha. Chii nhé ho khing khiép. Chéi muén duogc o
cung ho.

Cht thé ty hoi li€u do6 c6 phai la tinh yéu.

Ngay ndi ngay troi qua, va cach duy nhat giup Edward biét ngay da di
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qua 1a mbi budi sang chu ¢ thé nghe thiy Ernest trinh dién 1& nghi chao dén
binh minh, oang oang hu hét bai ca 1am vua thé gigi.

Vao ngay thir mot trim tam muoi tai bai rac, co hoi duoc giai ctru dén véi
Edward theo cach bat binh thuong nhat. Rac rudi xung quanh cha dugc bsi
1én, va cha tho nghe thay tiéng hit hit va hoi thd huc hyc cia mot con cho.
R6i tiéng dao bdi lao sao vong toi. Rac ruol dugc boi 1én 14n nita, roi dot
nhién, that ky di¢u, mdt tia sang vang nhat tuy¢t dep cua budi chiéu muodn roi
xuéng mat Edward.
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Chuong 12

Eward chang c6 nhiéu thoi gian dé tin hudng tia sang, boi con cho dot
ngot xuét hién phia trén chi, bom xom den thui, chin ngay mét cht. Edward
bi cén tai 16i ra, nha Xuéng roi lai bi nhic 1én, 1an nay bi ngoam ngang hong,
lic tir dang trude ra dang sau that 1a dir doi.

Con ché nhé gam gt sau trong c¢6 hong roi lai nha Edward ra ma nhin vao
mat chi. Edward givong mat nhin lai.

“E, bién ra khoi day, con cho kia!” D6 1a Ernesst, vua cua rac rudi va boi
thé 12 vua thé gioi.

Con cho 16i can chiéc vay hong cua Edward roi hoc toc chay.

“Clia tao, cla tao, tAt ca rac rudi 1a cua tao!” 130 Ernest gao lén. “May
quay lai day!”

Nhung con ché nhé khong chiu dung lai.

Mit troi toa sang va Edward cam thay vo cung himg khoi. Ai d6 timg biét
chu trude day liéu c6 thé nghi dugc rang gio nay cha dang cuc ky vui sudéng
du nguoi bam déy rac, mic vdy, bi ngoam trong cai mdm nhéu dii ctia mot
con cho va bi mot 130 dién dudi theo?

Nhung cht dang vui sudng.

Con cho chay lién tuc cho dén khi toi mot duong xe lira. N6 chay qua
duong ray, va kia, dudi mot tan cay x0a xuoi, gitra mot vong cay bui, Edward
bi tha xudng trude doi chan to tudng.

Con ché bat dau sua.

Edward nhin 1én va thay d6i chan gin véi than hinh khong 16 cia mot
ngudi dan ong cé bo rau dai sAm mau.

“Cai gi day ho, Lucy?” nguoi dan 6ng cat tiéng.

Anh cui xubng nhit Edward 1én. Anh nim chit ngang lung chu. “Lucy,”
nguoi dan 6ng néi, “tao biét may khoai banh thit tho ¢ nao ma.”

Lucy sua vang.

“Roi 161, tao biét. Banh thit tho qua 1a mot mén sang gia, mot trong nhiing
tha vui cho sy ton tai ctia ching ta.”

Lucy bat 1én mot tiéng huyt hoan hi.

“Va thtr chung ta co ¢ day, thr ma may da that ngoan ngodn mang dén
cho tao, r6 la mot con tho that day, nhung vi dau bép chic phai khén don 1im
néu mudn 16i chi ta ra ma 1am moén banh tho.”

Lucy rén lén u u.

“Con tho nay 1am bang st, cung a.” Ngudi dan 6ng gio Edward lai gan
minh hon. Ho nhin vao mét nhau.
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“Cht may dugc lam bang s, phai khong, Malone?” Anh hao htng lac lic
Edward. “Chti may 1a d6 choi ciia dira nhoc nao dé, tao néi c¢6 dang khong
nao? Va may da bi lay di, bang mot cach nao do, khoi ban tay dua tré yéu quy
may.”

Edward cam théy, mét 1an nita, mot ndi dau dém sic lanh trong léng nguc.
Chu nghi vé Abilene. Cht nhu nhin thay con dudng dan t6i ngdi nha trén phd
Ai Cap. Chu thay dam bui hat 1én va Abilene dang chay vé phia chi.

Phai, Abilene da yéu thuong chu.

“Boi thé, Malone 3,” ngudi dan 6ng noéi. Anh hiang giong, “Cha may di
lac. D6 1 tao doan thé. Lucy va tao ciing di lac day.”

Khi nghe thay tén minh, Lucy lai bat 1én mot tiéng huyt.

“Co thé chu may ciing khoai dugc di lac cing bon tao,” nguoi dan 6ng
noi tiép. “Tao thdy dé chiu hon khi bi lac cing nhimg ké khac. Tén tao 1a
Bull. Lucy, chac may ciing doan ra rdi, 1a ¢6 ban ché cua tao. Cha may cé
thich tham gia cuing khong nao?”

Bull doi mét lat, nhin thang vao Edward; va roi van gilt chat lay eo
Edward, nguoi dan ong dua mdt ngon tay to 1on 1én va cham vao phia sau
dau chii. Anh 4n ngén tay khién Edward trong nhu vira gat dau dong ¥.

“Nhin nay, Lucy. Cht ta bao dong y,” Bull néi. “Malone da dong ¥ cing
di v6i chung ta. Thé c6 hét say khong?”

Lucy nhay nhét quanh chan Bull, ngody dudi va sua vang.

Va vi thé Edward d3 1én duong cung ngudi dan 6ng lang thang va co ban
cho.
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Chuong 13

Ho di chuyén bang chan. Ho di chuyén bang nhiing toa tau tréng. Ho ludn
ludn trén duong di.

“Nhung su that 1a,” Bull noi, “ching ta chéng di dau ca. Piéu do, ban ctua
ta, chinh la sy tr¢ tréu cua viéc di chuyén vinh héng.”

Edward nam trén tai nga cua Bull, ling lang trén vai anh, chi dau va doi
tai nho ra ngoai. Bull rat chil y téi vi tri dit chi tho nén chi khong bao gid
phai nhin xudng hay 1én, ma thay vao d6, luon luén nhin vé phia sau lung
anh, phia con duong ho vura di qua.

Ban dém, ho ngu trén mat dat, duéi nhiing vi sao. Lucy, sau ndi that vong
ban dau vi Edward khong pht hop cho b may tiéu hoa, trd nén khodi cha va
thuong khoanh tron nam ngu bén canh; thinh thodng, né con ké han mdm lén
cai bung bang st ctia chfl, va nhitng Am thanh né phat ra khi ngu, rén ram, u
tr, phi pho vang vong trong co thé Edward. Chu tho ngac nhién nhan ra, cht
bat dau c6 tinh yéu day diu dang vdi con cho.

Sudt dém, khi Bull va Lucy ngu, Edward, vd1 doi méit mé to vinh vién
ctia minh, nhin cham cham 1én nhitng chom sao. Cha goi tén ching, va rdi
cht goi tén nhitng ngudi di yéu thuong cha. Cha bat dau véi Abilene va rdi
toi ba Nellie va 6ng Lawrence, tir d6 toi Bull va Lucy, roi cha lai két thuc
bﬁng Abilene: Abilene, ba Nellie, 6ng Lawrence, Bull, Lucy, Abilene.

Thay chua? Edward thdm néi voi ba Pellegrina. To6i khong gidng nhu
nang cong chtia. Toi biét tinh yéu la gi.

Ciing ¢6 nhiéu lac Bull va Lucy tu tip quanh déng ltra ciing nhitng nguoi
lang thang khéc. Bull 12 ngudi ké chuyén hay va tham chi con 1a ca si va hat
con hay hon nitra.

“Hat cho ching to1 nghe, Bull,” ddm dan 6ng gao 1én.

Bull ngdi d6 véi con Lucy twa vao chan va Edward ngdi trén dui phai,
anh hat voi ndi niém sau xa dau d6 trong long minh. Nhu khi Edward cam
thdy tiéng rén ri va u &t cia Lucy vang vong trong co thé chu hang dém, chu
cling c6 thé cam nhan duoc am thanh sau lang, u sau cua nhimg bai ca Bull
hat vong qua tim minh. Edward thich nhitng khi Bull cit tiéng hat.

Va chu ciing kham phuc Bull khi anh nhén ra rang b vay khong phai thir
trang phuc danh cho Edward.

“Malone nay,” mot dém no Bull néi, “tao khong c¢6 ¥ dinh xtic pham hoac
binh luan ché bai gi vé su lya chon trang phuc cua may dau, nhung tao budc
phai néi rang may trong u 1én ca cuc trong bd dd cong chua nay. Va nira, mot
lan nita, khong c6 ¥ xtic pham may dau, bo vay trong tham hai qua troi qué
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dat.”

Bo vay xinh dep ba Nellie may cho chti khéng chdng choi tot 1am véi réc
rudi hodc dd himg chiju hau qua ciia chuyén ngao du cung Bull va Lucy. N6
rach rudi ban thiu, thung 16 chd va kho con ¢é thé nhan ra d6 13 mot cai vay.

“Tao ¢6 cach giai quyét nay,” Bull ndi tiép, “va tao hy vong nhan duoc su
chap thuan ciia may.”

Anh g& cai mil len che tai cia minh xudng, cat mét cai 16 16n & phia trén
va hai 16 bé hon hai bén r6i cdi chiéc vay ciia Edward ra.

“Nhin ra chd khac di, Lucy,” anh noi véi con cho, “Ch‘mg ¢6 nhin cham
cham véao co thé tran trui cua Malone lam chu ta xau ho.” Bull chyp cai mii
qua dau Edward va kéo xudng roi ludn doi tay qua hai cai 16 be hon. “Cua
may day,” anh noi voi Edward. “Gio thi may chi can mot cai quan nira thoi.”

Bull tir tay ché cai quan, anh cat vun may chiéc khin tay mau d6, may cac
manh lai, thé 1a ching tao thanh mdgt hinh thu trong cling tam tam trum Ién
doi chan dai cua Edward.

“G10 thi may da co bo dang du thu du thyc chinh hiéu roi nhé,” Bull noi,
budc lui lai dé tw ngdm nghia san phadm cua minh. “Gid thi may trong nhu
mot con tho dang chay thoan thoit Ay chi.”
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Chuong 14

Thoat dau, nhitng ké khac cho rang  Edward 1a mot tro dua tuyét dinh.

“Mot con tho,” ddm nguoi lang thang 6 1én, cudi ha ha. “Bam nd ra rdi
cho vao ndi ham nao.”

Hoic khi Bull ngodi v6i Edward viing vang trén dau gbi, mot ké trong sd
ho s& néi to, “Méi kiém dugc em bup bé bé bong day a, Bull?”

Edward, tat nhién, cam théy dang trao gian dir vi bi tréu choc, dem so
sanh vo1 mot con bup beé. Nhung Bull chang bao gio ndi gian. Anh chi ngoi
d6 voi Edward dat trén dau gdi va chang dap lai gl. Chang bao lau sau, canh
dan ong thiy quen véi Edward, va cau chuyén vé sy co mit cua Edward lan
di khap noi. Boi thé khi Bull va Lucy budc to1 mot dam ltra ¢ thi tran khac,
bang khac, tit ca nhitng ving dat khac, nhitng nguoi lang thang déu da biét
Edward va vui mung duoc nhin thay chi.

“Malone!” ho dong thanh gao 1én.

Va Edward cam théy mdt hoi &m hanh phuc vi dugc nhan ra, duoc biét
toi.

C6 mot diéu gi d6 dd khoi ngudn tir can bép cta ba Nellie, Edward gid co
kha ning mé&i mé va la ling 13 ngdi that yén va tap trung toan bd co thé dé
lang nghe c4u chuyén cta nhitng nguoi khac, chi khiém nhudng im ling bén
canh dong lira ctia nhitng nguoi lang thang.

“Nhin Malone kia,” mot gi tén Jack thot 1én dém no. “Chu chang dang
lang nghe ting 101 day.”

“T4t nhién rdi,” Bull noi, “rd rang la thé.”

Khi dém da mudn hon, Jack budc to1 ngéi Xuéng canh Bull va hoi liéu
anh muon chu tho duoc khong. Bull chuyén Edward sang, va Jack dit
Edward 1én dau gbi. Anh ta thi thAm véo tai Edward.

“Helen,” Jack kh& néi, “Jack Bé va Taffy - nd con 1a mot dira bé am
ngira. D6 13 tén nhimg dta con cia ta. Ching déu dang ¢ Bac Carolina. May
d3 bao gid t6i Bac Carolina chua? Do 13 mot bang rat tuoi dep. D6 1a noi
chung dang song day. Helen. Jack Bé. Taffy. May nh¢ tén ching nhé, duoc
chu, Malone?”

Sau chuyén ndy, & mdi noi Bull, Lucy va Edward t¢i, vai nguoi lang
thang lai mubn dit Edward bén minh va thi thAm vao tai chi tén cua nhirng
dua con. Betty. Ted. Nancy. William. Jimmy. Eileen. Skipper. Faith.

Edward hiéu viéc goi di got lai nhig cai tén ma ta dé bo lai dang sau 1a
nhu thé nao. Chua hiéu duoc rang nh¢ mot ai d6 la nhu thé nao. Va boi vay
chu ling nghe. Va trong khi lang nghe, trai tim chii mo rong, va rdi mé rong
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hon nfra.

Chu tho cung di lac véi Bull va Lucy su6t mot thoi gian dai. Gan bay nam
tré1 qua, va trong thoi gian do Edward dé tr¢ thanh mot ga lang thang ngoai
hang: hanh phuc vi dugc & trén dudng, du khi ding im ciing khong hé ngung
nghi. Am thanh nhimg banh xe lan trén duong ray tr¢ thanh &m nhac vo vé
trai tim cha. Chu c6 thé di trén duong ray mai mai. Nhung dém no, & mot san
ga & Memphis, khi Bull va Lucy dang ngti trong mot toa tu chd hang tréng
va Edward canh chimng, rac r6i da t6i.

Mot 130 dan dng budc vao toa xe va chiéu thang dén pin vao mit Bull, roi
da vao nguoi goi anh day.

“Thang v0 lai,” lao quat, “thang v lai ban thiu. Tao phat tom véi cai lil
ching may nam ngu khap noi. bay khong phai nha nghi dau.”

Bull chim cham ngdi day. Lucy bat dau sua.

“Cam ngay,” ldo kia quat. Lao d4 cai bép vao mang suon Lucy khién con
ch6 ang 1én kinh ngac.

Subt cudc doi minh, Edward biét chu 1a gi: mot con tho lam bang s, mot
con tho vdi canh tay, cap chan, doi tai co thé ubn bé duoc. Chi co thé ubn
minh, nhung chi khi nao nam trong ban tay cta nguoi khac. Chi khong thé ty
di chuyén. Va diéu d6 chua bao gid 1am chu thay tiéc t6i nhu vy, vao cai
dém ma chu, Bull va Lucy bi phat hién trong toa tau bo tréng. Edward mudn
c¢6 kha ning bao vé cho Lucy. Nhung cht khong thé 1am gi. Chu chi c6 thé
nam d6 va chd doi.

“Mo mi¢ng ra xem nao,” 1ao kia quat vao Bull.

Bull gio hai tay 1€n cao. Anh n61, “Chang to1 bi lac.”

“Lac, ha. May ca 1a may lac ha.” Roi nguoi dan éng hoi, “Cai gi day?” va
chiéu anh dén 1én Edward.

“D¢6 la Malone,” Bull dap.

“Cai quai gi day ha?” nguoi dan ong thdt 1én. Lo choc choc vao Edward
bang mili gidy. “Moi thir dd ngoai tam kiém soat. Moi tha da qua muc diéu
khién. Nhung chuyén d6 khong thé xay ra trong budi tuan tra cua tao. Khong,
thua quy ngai. Khong c6 chuyén do khi tao dang truc.”

Con tau dot nhién lac lu dé chuyén banh.

“Khong, thua quy ngai,” 130 kia lai cét tiéng. Lio nhin xubéng Edward.
“Khong ¢ vé mién phi cho bon thé.” Lio quay ngudi mé toang ctra toa tau,
va r0i quay lai véi mot ct ¢a nhanh nhu chép, 1do dap Edward bay vao bong
toi.

Chu tho bay di trong khong khi cudi mua xuan.
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T noi xa xa phia sau, chu nghe thiy tiéng tru dau dén cta Lucy.

Au ht ha ha ha, au au hi hi hi, con cho kéu vang.

Edward ro1 Xuong dat danh thich mot cach dang so, va roi chu lan Xuong,
lan xubng va lan xudng mai mot ngon d01 cao ban thiu. Khi d3 ngimg chuyen
dong thi chu da cham lung xubng dat, mat nhin trimg trimg 1én troi dém. Thé
gidi that im lim. Chu khong thé nghe thay Lucy. Chu khong thé nghe thay
tiéng con tau.

Edward nhin 1én nhitng vi sao. Chu bat dau goi tén cac chom sao, nhung
roi cht dimg lai.

“Bull,” trai tim chu goi. “Lucy.”

D3 bao nhiéu lan, Edward ty hoi, cht phai ra di ma khéng kip c6 co hoi
noi 101 tam biét?

Mot con chim dé& c¢6 don bat dau cat tiéng hot.

Edward lang nghe.

Co diéu gi 46 dau quin trong 10ng chu.

Chu wdc gi minh c6 thé khoc.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Chuong 15

Budi sang, mit troi moc va bai hat cia chim dé nhuong chd cho nhiing
loai chim khac va mdt ba 1ao budc Xuéng con duong bui bam roi dung lai
ngay chd Edward.

“Hirm,” ba ta 1én tiéng. Ba ta 4n vao Edward bang cai can cau.

“Trong giéng con tho,” ba ta noi. Ba ta dit gio xudng, cui ngudi, nhin
cham cham vao Edward. “C6 diéu khong phai tho that.”

Ba dimg day. “Hum,” ba lai ndi, géi gai lung. * ‘Diéu ta ndi 14, co cach dé
dung tt ca moi thir va tit ca moi th déu co cach st dung. D6 diéu ta noi
day.”

Edward khong quan tdm t6&i nhitng gi ba gia ndi. Noi dau dén khing
khiép cht cam thay dém qua da tan bién, duoc thay thé bang mot cam xtc
khac, su tréng rdng va tuyét vong.

Nhit ta 1én hay khong nhit ta 1én, cha thé nghi. Hai diéu d6 chang cé gi
khac biét voi ta ca.

Ba gia nhat chu lén.

Ba gap doi cha lai roi nhét vao cai gio bc mui ¢ va cd, sau do ba tiép
tuc rdo budc, vira vung vy cai gio vira hat, “Khong ai biét nhimg diéu tré
tréu toi timg thay.”

Edward, bat chap xtic cam ctia ban than, lai ling nghe.

T6i ciing nhin thay nhitng ndi tr§ tréu, chii nghi. Ba c6 thé ca 1a toi da
ting thy. Va ro rang 1a chiing van chua di qua.

Edward da dang. SO phén trd tréu ciia cht van chua ding lai.

Ba gia da tim ra cich st dung chu.

Ba treo chtl 1én mot cai coc trong vuon rau. Ba dong dinh tai chu vao coc
gd va giang tay chu ra nhu thé chii dang bay, dinh chan chu vao cdy coc bang
cach quan nhirng vong day thép xung quanh. Ngoai Edward ra, nhing chiéc
ndp thiéc cling dugc treo vao cay coc. Chiing kéu leng keng va phan chiéu
anh mit troi budi sang.

“Tao khong hé nghi ngd chuyén chi may c6 thé doa bon chung bay di,”
nguoi dan ba noi.

Doa ai bay di? Edward tu hoi.

Bon chim choc, cht sém phat hién ra.

Qua. Chung bay t6i1 phia cha, quang quac kéu va rit 1€én, ddo mong mong
trén dau chu va lao xudng tai chu.

“Nao nao, Clyde,” ba gia kéu 1én. Ba ta vd vo tay. “May phai dién sao
cho tan bao vao.”

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Clyde a? Edward thiy cam giac kiét suc doi thang 1én ngudi manh toi
mutc khién chu thdy minh ¢6 thé bt 1én tiéng tho hat. C6 phai thé gidi nay
khong bao gio thay mét vi got sai tén chi khong?

Ba gia v0 vo tay lan nira. “Lam viéc di, Clyde,” ba ta la 1én. “Doa bon
chim di.” Va rdi ba bo di, roi khoi khu vuon, vé phia can nha nho.

Bon chim chéc chang thay nham nho gi. Chung bay lugn quanh dau chi.
Chting day nhimg soi chi bung trén chiéc 4o len ctia chii. Mot con qua 16n
dic biét khong bao gid dé cha tho duoc yén. No dau trén cai coc va khong
ngimg ré 1én 101 nhin gti den t6i vao tai trai cua Edward: Qua, qua, qua. Khi
mit trdi moc cao hon va chiéu sang choi git hon, Edward tré nén mé sang.
Cht nham con qua 16n voi ba Pellegrina.

Ctr tiép tuc di, cht nghi. Bién toi thanh lon 10i néu ba mudn. Toi khong
mang. T6i hét mudn ban tim roi.

Qua, qua, con qua Pellegrina dap tra.

Cubi cung, mat tro1 1an va bon chim bay di. Edward bi treo duo1 doi tai va
nhin 1én bau troi dém. Cha nhin thay nhitng vi sao. Nhung lan dau tién trong
ddi, cha nhin ching ma chang cam thiy chat an i nao. Thay vi vy, cht thay
nhu bi ché nhao.

Nguoi ¢6 doc dudi do, nhiing vi sao duong nhu dang no61 véi chit nhu
vay. Con ching ta thi & trén cao, trong chom cua minh, cung véi nhau.

To1 da tung dugc yéu, Edward no61 véi nhiing vi sao.

Thi sao? nhitng vi sao hoi. C6 gi khac voi chuyén d6 khi lac nay nguoi
hoan toan c6 don?

Edward khong thé nghi ra cau tra 1oi.

Cudi cung, troi himg dan 1én va cac vi sao 1an lugt bién mat. Bon chim
bay td1 va ba gia quay lai khu vuon.

Ba ta dan theo mot ciu bé.
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Chuong 16

Bryce,” ba gia goi, “tranh xa con tho d6 ra. Tao khong tra tién dé may
dimg do6 ngo trung trirng dau.”

“Vang, thua ba,” Bryce dap. CAu quet mili bang mu ban tay va tiép tuc
nhin Edward. Cip mat clia cdu bé mau nau sang 1ap lanh anh vang.

“Nay,” cau tham thi v6i Edward.

Mot con qua dau 1én dau Edward, cau bé xua xua tay roi hét 1én, “Bién
ngay di!” va con chim dang canh bay di.

“Bryce!” ba gia ré¢ 1én.

“Da, thua ba?” Bryce dap.

“Tranh xa con tho d6 ra. Lam viéc ctia may di. Tao khong néi lan nita dau
day.”

“Vang, thua ba,” Bryce tra 101. Cau bé quet tay ngang mii. “Toi s€ quay
lai don ban,” cau néi1 vo1 Edward.

Chu tho trai qua ngay dai bi treo dudi ddi tai, nuéng minh trong anh ning
noéng ruc, quan sat ba gia va Bryce nhd cé x&i vuon. Mdi khi ba ta khong
trong ching, Bryce lai dua tay 1én vay.

Bon chim dao vong vong trén dau Edward, cudi nhao chu.

C6 canh thi s& nhu thé nao nhi? Edward ty hoi. Néu c6 doi canh thi khi bi
ving ra khoi man tau, cht s& khong chim xuéng day bién. Thay vao d6 chi s&
bay vut 1én, vé phia bau trdi cao xanh 16ng 16ng. Va khi Lolly kéo chu ra bai
rac, chu s€ bay thoat khoi dong phé thai, dudi theo cb ta, dau 1én dau, bam
chat 1dy bang méng vudt sic nhon. Va trén tau, khi lao dan ong da chq,
Edward s& khong bay thang xudng mat dat; thay vao do, chu s& bay nguoc
lén va ngéi trén noc toa tau, cudi vao mat 13o: qua, qua, qua...

Khi chiéu dd mudn, Bryce va ba gia roi khoi khu vuon. Bryce nhay mat
vo1 Edward khi buée ngang qua chu. Mot con qua dau ho trén vai Edward va
mo md vao khuén mit bang sir ctia chi, nhic di nhic lai voi Edward bang
mdi ¢ md rang cha khong c6 canh, chang doi nao chu co thé bay, cha khéng
thé tu di chuyén ban than, theo bét clr cach nao.

Béng tdi nha nhem phu 1én khu vuon, va roi dém den thuc sy téi. Con
chim sin mudi lai nhai hot di hot lai. Biét do chi. Biét do chi. D6 1a tiéng hot
sau tham nhat Edward tung duoc nghe. Va roi mot ban nhac khac vang lén,
d6 1a tiéng kén harmonica.

Bryce budc ra tir trong bong tdi.

“Nay,” cau bé noéi véi Edward. Cau quet mii béng mu ban tay va roi thoi
mot ban nhac khac bang cai kén. “T6i ca 1a ban khong nghi rang ti s& quay
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lai. Nhung toi ddy. T6i téi dé ciru ban.”

Qua mudn, Edward tham nghi khi Bryce leo 1én cay coc va g& nhing soi
thép quan quanh cd chan chd. Téi chang con 1a gi ngoai mot con tho tuyét
vong.

Qua muon, Edward thim nghi khi Bryce nho dinh ra khoi tai cha. Téi chi
12 mét con tho lam bang su.

Nhung khi chiéc dinh cubi cing bét ra va cha roi vao vong tay cua Bryce,
chu tho cam thay tran ngdp y thuc duoc giai thoat, va cam giac nhe bong do
duoc ndi tlep bing nlem vui sudng.

C6 thé, cht nghi, ot cudc, chua phai 13 qua mudn khi ta duoc ctru.
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Chuong 17

Bryce khoac Edward 1én vai. Cdu bé bat _ dau rao budc.

“T6i dén d6n anh ban cho bé Sarah Ruth,” Bryce noi. “Ban khong biét bé
Sarah Ruth dau. Bé 1a em gai t0i. Bé bi om. Bé da c6 mot con biip bé bang
stt. Bé yéu con bup bé iy 1am. Nhung 6ng ta lam v nd roi.

“Ong ta dap v& nod. Ong ta say va dap 1én dau con bup be, nghién nd
thanh tram triéu manh. Nhitng manh dé nho qua, t61 khong gan lai dugc. Toi
khong thé. Toi da co, da cb lam.”

T6i doan d6 cua cau chuyén, Bryce dung lai, lic dau, quet mili bang mu
ban tay.

“Ttr hom d6 Sarah Ruth chang con gi dé choi nita. Ong ta s& chang bao
gid mua gi cho bé ca. Ong ta néi bé chang can gi sat. Ong ta nodi bé chang can
gi boi vi bé chiang song bao 1au nita. Nhung ong ta thi biét gi chu.”

Bryce lai tiép tuc budc di. “Ong ta thi biét quai gi chtr,” cau bé noi.

“Ong ta” 1a ai, diéu d6 khong 1o rang v6i Edward. Diéu rd rang véi cha 13
cht dang duoc mang téi dé bu dip cho su ra di cia mot con bup bé. Mot con
bup bé. Edward méi ghét bup bé 1am sao. Va bj coi nhu vét thay thé cho con
bup bé 1am cha thdy bi xac pham. Nhung du sao di nita, chi phai thira nhan,
chuyén nay dang lya chon hon 1a bi treo tai 1én mdt cay cot.

Cian nha noi Bryce va Sarah Ruth sdng nho bé va xiéu veo téi mirc
Edward thoat tién khong tin n6i d6 1a mot cin nha. Thay vi vdy, chu tudng
day 1a mot cai chudng ga. Bén trong nha, c6 hai cai giuong, mdt ngon dén
dau va vai d6 dac 1¢o téo khac. Bryce dit Edward xudng chan mét cai giuong
va van to ngon den.

“Sarah oi,” Bryce tham thi, “Sarah Ruth oi. Em phai ddy bay gid, bé yéu.
Anh mang vé cho em mdt thir.” Cau rat cai kén harmonica ra khoi tai va thoi
doan dao diu ctia mot giai diéu don gian.

Co6 bé nhd xiu ngéi day trén givong va ngay lap tic ho su su. Bryce dat
tay 1én lung c6 bé. “On thdéi ma,” ciu bé noi. “Khong sao dau.”

C6 bé con nho 1am, chi chimg bdn tudi, c6 mai téc mau bach kim, va mic
du duéi anh sang hat hiu ctia ngon dén dau, Edward c6 thé thdy d6i mat co
cling c6 mau nau lap lanh 4nh vang nhu Bryce.

“Chuyén thuong ma,” Bryce khé noi. “Em ctr thodi méai ho di.”

Bé Sarah Ruth vang 10i cau. Co bé ho, ho nita, rdi lai ho. Trén buc twong
cua can phong chat hep, ngon den dau hat 1én dang hinh run ray, co gap va
nho xiu ctia ¢6 bé. Tiéng ho 1a am thanh budn ba nhat Edward ting nghe
thdy, cham chi con thé tham hon tiéng kéu tic tudi cua chim sin mudi. Cudi
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cung, Sarah Ruth cling dut con ho.

Bryce néi, “Em c6 mudn xem anh mang gi vé cho em khong nao?”

Sarah Ruth gat dau.

“Em phai nhim mat lai.”

C6 bé nham mat.

Bryce nhéc Edward 1én va gitr chu dimg thang nhu mot binh si ¢ phia
dudi givong. “DPuoc r01 em c6 thé mo mat roi diy.”

Sarah Ruth mé mat, va Bryce di chuyén ddi chan cing doi tay bang su
cta cht, khién chung trong nhu dang nhay maa. Sarah Ruth bat cudi va vd
tay. “Thd,” cd bé noi.

“Danh cho em diy, bé yéu,” Bryce noi.

Sarah Ruth nhin vao Edward trudc tién, roi nhin sang Bryce va lai quay
vé Edward, ddi mit c6 bé md to nhu khong thé tin duoc.

“Ch tho 1a cia em day.”

“Em?”

Sarah Ruth, Edward som phat hién ra, hiém khi n6i ra nhiéu hon mét tu.
Tir ngit, it nhat 1a nhiéu tir dan cai vao nhau, khién c6 bé ho. C6 bé phai tu
gidi han ban than. C6 bé chi nodi nhitng gi can phai noi.

“Cua em,” Bryce déap. “Anh danh tang riéng cho em.”

Thong tin d6 gay ra mdt trang ho khac vo1 Sarah Ruth, c¢6 bé lai co gap
ngudi 1an nira. Khi con ho di qua, ¢6 bé ngdi thang day va vuon tay ra.

“Pung vay day,” Bryce néi. Cau chuyén Edward cho c¢6 bé.

“Bé ngoan,” Sarah Ruth nung.

Co6 bé dung dua Edward trude ra sau, sau ra trudc, nhin cham cham vao
chi va mim cuoi.

Ca doi Edward chua 1an nao dugc nung niu nhu mot dua tré. Abilene
khong 1am vay. Ba Nellie cling khong. Va tat nhién ca Bull cling chua timg.
Cam giac qua la dac biét khi dugc 6m that diu dang ma ciing that ghi riét,
dugc nhin xubng véi d6i mat chan chira yéu thuong. Edward cam thay khap
co thé bang st ctia cht duoc ngdm chim trong hoi 4m.

“Em s¢€ dat cho né mot céi tén chu, bé yéu?” Bryce hoi.

“Jangles,” Sarah Ruth n6i ma khong roi mat khoi Edward.

“Jangles 4y ha? Cai tén dep day. Anh thich d6.”

Bryce v nhe 1én dau Sarah Ruth. C6 bé van mai nhin xudng Edward.

“Ngu,” ¢d bé tham thi véi Edward trong luc van dung dua chu tir trude ra
sau.

“Ttr phtit dau tién nhin thdy anh ban nay,” Bryce noi, “anh di biét rang né
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thudc vé em. Anh ty n6i v&i minh, ‘Cha thé kia 1a danh cho Sarah Ruth, chic
chin thé.” ”

“Jangles,” Sarah Ruth tham thi.

Bén cin nha gb, chép lée 1én va rdi tiéng mua roi trén mai ton bat dau
vong xudng. Sarah Ruth van dung dwa Edward trén canh tay, va Bryce rit
chiéc kén harmonica ra bit dau choi, tao nén mot gial di¢u hoa cung tiéng
mua.
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Chuong 18

Bryce va Sarah Ruth c6 mot 6ng bd.

Sang sém ngay hom sau, khi man trdi van con mo xam nha nhem, Sarah
Ruth ngdi day trén giudng, ho su su, va ong bd vé nha. Ong ta tho tay xach
tai Edward nhac 1én ma néi, “Tao chua timg.”

“Do6 1a mot con bup be,” Bryce dap.

“Véi tao thi cha giong con bup bé cho 1am.”

Edward, bi nam lung lang mot bén tai, sg chét khiép. Lio gia nay, 1d
rang, la ngu’(‘)’i d3 gidm nat dau con bup bé bang st.

“Jangles,” Sarah Ruth noi gitra nhiing tran ho. C6 be vuon tay ra.

“NO la cua em be,” Bryce noi. “No thugce vé em 4y.”

Nguoi b6 tha Edward xudng giuong, va Bryce voi ldy Edward chuyén
sang cho Sarah Ruth.

“Cha c6 nghia 1y gi ca,” 6ng bd néi. “Cha khac quai gi ca. Cha cai khi

Yy

gi.

“C¢ nghia 1y day,” Bryce noi.

“Dam an n6i mat day voi tao a,” ong bd noi. Ong ta gio tay va vao miéng
Bryce roi quay lung bo di.

“Anh ban khong phai lo ling vi ong ta,” Bryce noi v6i Edward. “Ong ta
cha khac gi hon mét 140 vil phu. Véi lai, ong ta hiém khi vé nha lam.”

May min thay, 6ng bd khong tré vé nha hom d6. Bryce ra ngoai di 1am
con Sarah Ruth danh ca ngdy nam trén giuong, 6m Edward trong 1ong va
choi véi mot hop dung day cic 4o.

“Dep,” ¢d bé nodi voi Edward khi sap nhimg chiéc cuc trén givdng va dan
chung ra thanh nhiéu hinh dang.

Thinh thoang, khi con ho qua mirc dir do1, ¢ bé ghi Edward chat t&1 mic
chli so minh s& bi nit 1am d6i. Chua ké, gitta nhitng tran ho, c6 bé cr ngam
hét tai nay sang tai kia cia Edward. Thong thuong thi Edward s& cam thay
hét strc phién 10ng v6i hanh dong qua ddi xAm pham, wét nhoét ndy, nhung
c6 mot diéu gi d6 riéng biét v4i Sarah Ruth. Chii mudn duge cham séc cd bé.
Cha mudn béo vé ¢6. Chi mudn 1am nhiéu hon nita cho cd.

Vao cudi ngay, Bryce trd vé voi mot cai banh bich quy cho Sarah Ruth va
mot cudn day cho Edward.

Bryce mang Edward vao mot goc phong, va voi con dao bo tui, cau bé cat
soi ddy ra budc vao co tay, ¢ chan Edward roi cot vao nhitng thanh go

“Nhin nay, ca ngdy nay t6i da nghi vé viéc nay,” Bryce néi, “diéu chung
ta s¢ lam 1a sao cho anh ban nhay mua. Bé Sarah Ruth thich nhay mua. Me¢
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thudng 6m bé nhay maa khip can phong.”

“Em dang an banh quy day chr?” Bryce noi vong ra voi Sarah Ruth.

“Ummm,” Sarah Ruth dap.

“Em rang cho chit, bé yéu. Bon anh c¢6 mot bt ngd cho em day.” Bryce
dimg day. “Nhim mat lai ndo,” cau bé noi véi cd. Cau mang Edward lai
giudng va noi, “Pugc r6i, gid em cd thé mé mat ra.”

Sarah Ruth m¢ mat.

“Nhay di, Jangles,” Bryce noéi. Va r6i, bang cach chuyén dong nhing
thanh gd duoc budc vao ban tay ciu, Bryce lam cho Edward nhay mua, tha
long va quay nguoi. Va voi toan b diéu nhay do, cung moét luc, bang ban tay
kia, cau giit 14y chiéc kén harmonica roi thoi mot ban nhac sinh dong tran day
hanh phuc.

Sarah Ruth cudi vang. Co bé cudi cho téi khi bat dau ho, thé 1a Bryce dat
Edward xudng va dm Sarah Ruth vao 1ong, lic lac va xoa lung cho cb.

“Em muén chat khong khi twoi mat khong?” cau bé hoi. “Bon minh ra
khoi bau khong khi cti xi gom ghiéc nay nhe, hu?”

Bryce bé em gai ra ngoai. Céu dé Edward nam lai trén giuong, va chi
tho, nhin cham cham 1én tran nha bang ton am khoi, lai nghi vé chuyén co doi
canh. Néu c6 canh, cha tuéng tuong, chi s& bay vat 1én cao khoi thé gidi, téi
noi c¢6 bau khong khi trong tréo ngot ngao, va cha sé dua bé Sarah Ruth di
cung. Chu s& 6m cd bé trong vong tay. Chic chin, & trén cao dén thé so véi
thé gidi, co bé co thé hit th ma khong bi ho.

Sau mot phit, Bryce quay trd lai, vin bé Sarah Ruth.

“Bé can ca anh ban nita,” ciu bé ndi.

“Jangles,” Sarah Ruth no1. C6 bé vuon tay ra.

Va thé 1a Bryce bé Sarah Ruth, con Sarah Ruth bé Edward va ca ba ding
& ngoai can léu.

Bryce n6i, “Em phai cht y nhin sao bang. Ching la nhitng ngdi sao c6
phép thuat.”

Ho im lang mdt hoi 1au, ca ba nhin ddm dam 1én bau trdi. Sarah Ruth
nging ho. Edward nghi c6 thé 12 boi c¢o bé da thiép ngu.

“Kia,” c6 bé noi. Va co ch1 Ién mot vi sao dang bang qua bau troi dém.

“Udc diéu gi di, bé yéu,” Bryce noi, giong cau cao va ran roi. “Do la ngoi
sao ciia em. Em hiy udc bat cir diéu gi em mudn.”

Va mdc du do 1a ng6i sao cua Sarah Ruth, Edward cling da udc mot diéu.
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Chuong 19

Ngay qua ngdy. Mat troi 1én rdi lan xubng, 1én roi 1an xudng, cir thé cu
thé. Thinh thoang ong bd trd vé nha va thinh thoang thi khong. Tai cia
Edward tré nén uwét ddm ma cha khong ban tdm. Chiéc 4o len cua chii di rach
nat ta toi ma chu chang 1ay lam phién. Cha bi 6m ghi t6i mirc gan rd ra nhung
cht cam thay dé chiu. Hang dém, véi di tay cia Bryce, treo minh vao soi
day, Edward nhay mua roi lai nhay mua.

Mot thang troi qua, r6i hai thang, ba thang. Sarah Ruth ngay cang bénh
nang. Vao thang thr nam, c6 bé khong chiu an nita. Hoi thd ctuia c6 dut quang
va mong manh, ¢t nhu ¢d bé dang cb gang nho lai, giita nhitng nhip tho, rang
phai lam gi, tho 1a céi gi.

“Thé di nao, bé yéu,” Bryce dimg nhin xudng c6 bé va khuyén khich.

Thé di, Edward cét tiéng tir day sau tAm kham trong vong tay cua co bé.
Lam on, lam on thé di nao.

Bryce khong ra ngoai nita. Cau ngdi ca ngay ¢ nha, 6m Sarah Ruth trong
long, dung dua c6 bé va hat ru co; mot budi sang trong lanh thang Chin,
Sarah Ruth ngung tho.

“Oi khong,” Bryce kéu 1én. “Oi, bé yéu, thé mot chit di nao. Anh xin
em.”

Edward da bi roi khoi vong tay cua Sarah Ruth tur dém trude va c6 be
khong doi chu nita. Boi vay, up mat xubng san nha, tay de 1én dau, Edward
lang nghe tiéng Bryce khoc than. Chu nghe thay ong b tré vé nha va gio 1én
voi Bryce. Cha lang nghe khi 6ng khoc 16c¢.

“Ong khong thé khoc!” Bryce hét 1én. “Ong khong co quyen duoc khoc
Ong tham chi chua timg yéu thuong be. Ong chang blet gi vé tinh yéu ca.’

“Tao yéu no chu,” 6ng bd noéi. “Tao di yéu ndé ma.”

T6i ciing yéu c6 bé, Edward tham nghi. Toi da yéu c6 bé thé ma gio co bé
dé ra di. Lam sao lai nhu thé nay dugc? chi tu hoi. Lam sao chi ¢6 thé chiu
dung noi viéc séng trong mot thé gidi khong con Sarah Ruth?

Tiéng gao thét gilra hai bb con van tlep tuc, va roi c6 mot khoanh khac
khang khiép khi 6ng b6 khing khing néi rang Sarah Ruth thudc vé ong ta,
rang c6 bé 13 con gai, 1a dtra tré do 6ng ta sinh ra, va ong ta s& mang cd bé di
chon.

“Bé khong thudc vé éng!” Bryce thét 1én. “Ong khong duge mang bé di.
Bé khong thudc vé 6ng.”

Nhung 6ng b to khoe hon, va dng ta danh bai cau bé. Ong ta cudén Sarah
Ruth véo trong chiéc chin va mang c6 bé di. Can nha nho bé trd nén yén
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lang. Edward c6 the nghe thdy Bryce di chuyén xung quanh, thon thic voi
chinh minh. Va rdi, cudi ciing, cdu bé nhic Edward 1én.
“DP1 nao, Jangles,” Bryce noi. “Chung ta di. Chung ta t61 Memphis.”
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Chuong 20

Trong doi minh anh ban timg nhin thdy bao nhiéu chi thé nhay maa?”
Bryce hoi Edward. “T6i ¢ thé néi véi anh ban toi timg thdy bao nhiéu. Mot.
Chinh 12 anh ban ddy. Va d6 1a cach ma anh va toi s& kiém ra tién. Lan cudi
cung & Memphis to1 da tung nhin thay. Méy dam nguoi dién bat ¢t tro gi
ngay O trén nhitng goc phd va moi nguoi tra tién cho ho. Toi d4 thay thé.”

Chuyén di bo 1én thanh phd mat ca dém. Bryce di khong ngung nghi, kep
Edward dudi mot bén canh tay va ndi chuyén voi cha sudt doc duong.
Edward co lang nghe, nhung cam giac khung khiép phai lam mot con bu nhin
lai quay vé, chii cam thay nhu khi bi treo tai lung lang ¢ trong vuon nha ba
130, cam giac moi diéu déu vo nghia, va s& chang diéu gi co nghia ly nira.

Va Edward khong chi cam thdy trong rong; chu con thay dau. Tat ca cac
bd phéan co thé bang st cua cha dau dén. Chi dau dén vi Sarah Ruth. Chu
mudn ¢6 bé dm minh. Chd mudn nhay mua cho c6.

Va cht da nhay, nhung khong phai cho Sarah Ruth. Edward nhay cho
nhitng nguoi la trén mot goéc phd ban thiu & Memphis. Bryce choi kén
harmonica va di chuyén nhitng soi day buéc Edward dé chu cé thé cui chio
va nhay nhét quay cudng, thé 1a moi ngudi dung lai ngd cham chiam, chi tro
va cuoi pha 1én. Trén mat duong trude mat ho dat chiée hop clc 4o cua Sarah
Ruth. Cai nip dugc mé ra dé khuyén khich moi ngudi thay nhitng déng xu 1é
vao do.

“Me 0i,” mot dira nho thdt 1én, “nhin con tho kia kia. Con mudn cham
vao nd.” No tho tay ra v6i vé phia Edward.

“Khong,” ba me dap, “ban lam.” Ba 16i dira con lai, tranh xa khoi
Edward. “Gom qua,” ba ta no1 thém.

Mot nguoi dan 6ng doi non ding lai, nhin cham chim vao Edward va
Bryce.

“Nhay mua la toi 151 ong ta ndéi. Va sau mét quang lang dai, 6ng ta noi
tlep, ‘cuc ky t6i 161 néu 1a mot con thod nhay mua.’

Ong ta g& mil ra va chan mii 1én tim. Ong ta dang nhin cdu be va chu tho
sudt mot luc 1au. Cudi cung, ong ta doi lai mi Ién dau roi bo di.

Nhitng bong nguoi do dai hon. Mt troi bién thanh mét qua bong tron to
mau vang cam mo mo xé xubng cudi troi. Bryce bt dau khoc. Edward nhin
thdy nudc mat clia cau bé roi 1én via hé. Nhung cau bé khong ngimg choi kén
harmonica. Va cau ciing khong dé cho Edward nglrng nhay mua.

Va mot ba ldo chéng gdy budc tdi that gan ho. Ba nhin cham cham vao
Edward véi d6i mat den sau hoam.
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Ba Pellegrina ddy u? chii thé nhay mtia ngh.

Ba gat dau voi chi.

Nhin t6i nay, chii néi véi ba. Tay chan chu gian giat. Nhin t6i nay. Ba da
thuc hién dugc bua cha ciia minh. To6i1 da hoc dugc cach yéu thuong. Va do la
mot diéu khung khiép. T6i da tan v roi. Trai tim toi da tan v&. Clru toi voi.

Ba 130 quay ngudi tap ténh budce di.

Tro lai di, Edward nghi. Hay ctru chita cho to1.

Bryce khoc dit hon. Cha khién cho Edward nhay mua nhanh hon.

Cubi cung, khi mat troi da 1dn va con phd t6i den, Bryce ngimg choi kén
harmonica.

“Minh xong roi,” cAu noi.

Cau bé dé Edward nga xudng via he. “Minh s& khong bao gio khoc nira.”
Bryce quet mili v mat bang mu ban tay; cdu nhit cai hop dung cic 4o 1én
nhin vao trong. “Chung ta c6 du tién dé kiém cai gi d6 an,” cau noi. “b1i nao,
Jangles.”
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Quan 4n ti ¢o tén 1a Neal. Cac chit ci duge tao thanh tir nhitng dng dén
neon ¢ 16n, mau do ¢ sang roi lai tit. Bén trong quan, khong khi 4m ap,
sang sua, toa mui ga ran, banh mi nuéng va ca phe.

Bryce ngdi xudng canh quay tinh tién va dat Edward 1én chiéc ghé gb bén
canh. Cau dua chu thé vao quay dé chu khong bi roi.

“Em muén n gi, cung?” ¢0 phuc vy hoi Bryce

“Cho em vai cai banh kep, Bryce dap, “va vai qua trimg, em ciing an ca
bip tét nita. Em mudn miéng bip tét chin gia ¢& 16n. Va mét it banh mi
nuong. Va chut ca phe.”

C6 phuc vu cui nguoi vé phia trudc kéo mdt bén tai cua Edward roi déy
chu vé phia sau dé co thé nhin thay mit chu.

“Pay 1a con tho cua em ha?” ¢6 héi Bryce.

“Vang a. Gio n6 1a ctia em. N6 tirng thudc vé em gai em.” Bryce quet mili
bang mu ban tay. “Bon em dang di biéu dién. Anh ban nay va em.”

“O thé a?” ¢co phuc vu no6i. C6 deo mdt cai bang tén trén chiéc vay dai.
Marlene, cai bang ghi. Co nhin vao mit Edward, va rdi c6 budng tai chu ra,
cht nga vé phia trude va dau cha lai dwa vao quay tinh tién.

Tiép tuc di1, Marlene, Edward nghi. Déy to1 di quanh di. Lam bt ctr cai gi
co thich. C6 y nghia gi co chi? Toi da tan nat. Tan nat roi.

Thitc 4n t6i, va Bryce danh hét nhdn moi thtr ma tham chi khong ngang
dau 1én khoi dia.

“Eo, chic em phai doi 1dm,” Marlene néi khi c6 don méy cai dia di. “Biéu
dién thé chic 1a cuc 1am.”

“Vang a,” Bryce dap.

Marlene dat phiéu tinh tién vao duéi tach ca phé. Bryce nhic né 1én, nhin
vao 10i lac lac dau.

“To1 khong c6 du,” cau bé noi voi Edward.

“Chi 0i,” cau noi véi Marlene khi co quay lai rot day tach ca phé. “Em
khong du.”

“Gi co, cung?”

“Em khong c6 du tién.”

Co6 ngung rét ca phé va nhin vao cau be. “Em phai nd1 chuyén véi ong
Neal vé vu d6.”

Ong Neal hoa ra vira 1a 6ng chu vira 13 dau bép. Ong ta 1a mot vi to 16n,
toc do, mit do, bude ra khoi can bép véi mot cai ban xéng trong tay.

“May budc vao day khi rat doi, phai khong?” 6ng ta hoi Bryce.
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“Vang, thua 6ng,” Bryce dap. Ciu bé 14y mu ban tay quet mili.

“Va may di goi thirc an va tao di ndu va Marlene di bé ra cho may. Phai
khong?”

“Chau doan thé,” Bryce dap.

“May doan thé ha?” 6ng Neal noi. Ong ta dap cai ban xéng 1én trén mat
quay tinh tién kéu cai “pac”.

Bryce nhay lén. “Vang, thua ong. Y chau 13, khong, thua ong.”

“Tao. Nau. Thirc An. Cho. May,” 6ng Neal gin giong.

“Phai, thua ong,” Bryce dap. Cau nhac Edward khoi chiéc ghé va 6m cha
that chat. TAt ca moi nguoi trong tiém déu da ngung an. Ho déu cham chim
ngé lai chd ciu bé va Edward cung 6ng Neal. Chi mdt minh Marlene quay
mat di.

“May goi. Tao nau. Marlene bé ra. May da an. Gio,” ong Neal tlep tuc,

“tao muon tién cia tao.’ Ong ta dap khe cai ban xéng 1én quay tinh tién.

Bryce hing giong. “Ong di bao gid nhin thay mot con thé nhay mua
chua?”

“Thé nao?” dng Neal hoi.

“Trudc day, ong da timg bao gio nhin thay mot con tho nhay mua chua?”
Bryce dit Edward xudéng nén nha va bat dau kéo kéo nhting so1 day budc vao
chan chu, 1am cha di chuyén chim chdm. Cau gan chiéc kén 1én moi va thoi
mot ban nhac u budn hoa theo di¢u nhay.

Tat ca moi nguol cudi o.

Bryce nhac chiéc kén harmonica ra khoi miéng va néi, “No c6 thé nhay
mua thém nita néu 6ng mudn. N6 ¢6 thé nhay dé tra tién cho nhitng gi chau
vua an.”

Ong Neal trimg trimg nhin Bryce. Va r6i khong mét canh bao, éng ta voi
xubng va giat phang Edward Ién.

“Day la nhiing gi tao nghi vé bon tho nhay mua,” 6ng Neal quat.

Va ong ta nam chén Edward quang di, vi thé dau cha dap that manh vao
canh cua quay tinh tién.

C6 mdt tiéng rac 1on.

Bryce gao lén.

Va thé gidi, thé gidi cua Edward, tré nén toi den.
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Troi nha nhem t6i, va Edward dang budc xudng via hé. Chu dang ty bude
di, dat chan nay 18n trudce chan kia ma khong can bat ¢t ai hd trg. Chi dang
mic bo do 18 xinh dep 1am bang vai lya do.

Chu budce doc via hé, va rdi ré vao 16i di din toi mot ngdi nha sang dén.

Ta biét ngdi nha nay, Edward nghi. Pay 1a nha cua Abilene. Ta dang &
trén phd Ai Cap.

Lucy chay ra khoi ctra trude cia ngéi nha, sua vang, nhay nhét va ngoay
dudi.

“Nam xudng nio, co bé,” mot giong nodi kho khan, trdim khan vang 1én.

Edward nhin lén va d6 1a Bull, dang dung trén bac cra.

“Xin chao, Malone,” Bull néi. “Xin chao, miéng banh thd cli k§ ngon
lanh. Chiing ta déu dang doi cha may.” Bull m¢ toang canh ctra va Edward
budc vao trong.

Abilene ¢ d6, ba Nellie va 6ng Lawrence cling nhu Bryce déu ¢ do.

“Susanna,” ba Nellie goi.

“Jangles,” Bryce noi.

“Edward,” Abilene thdt 18n. Co bé giang rong vong tay dén chi.

Nhung Edward van dimg yén. Chu nhin quanh cin phong.

“Anh ban tim Sarah Ruth phai khong?”” Bryce héi.

Edward gat dau.

“Anh ban phai ra ngoai néu muén gip dugc Sarah Ruth,” Bryce néi tiép.

Vay la tat ca ho ra ngoai, Lucy va Bull, ba Nellie va 6ng Lawrence,
Bryce, Abilene va Edward.

“Ngay kia,” Bryce nd1. Ciu bé trd lén nhitng vi sao.

“Phai,” 6ng Lawrence dong y, “d6 1a chom sao Sarah Ruth.” Ong nhéc
bong Edward dit 1én vai. “Con ¢0 thé nhin thay n6 ngay & kia.”

Edward cam thay ndi dau khoé nhoi 1én trong tim, sdu sic, ngot ngao, quen
thudc. Tai sao c6 bé phai ¢ xa tdi thé?

Néu nhu ta c6 canh, cht nghi, ta c6 thé bay t6i chd ¢ bé.

Chot thoang qua noi khoe mat, cha tho thiy cai gi d6 vira rung rinh.
Edward ngoai lai phia sau vai va ching da ¢ do, mot doi canh tuyé¢t di¢u nhat
tran gian ma cha ting nhin thiy, mau cam, do, xanh, vang. Va chung ¢ ngay
trén lung chi. Ching thudc vé chii. Ching 13 doi canh cua chi.

That 1a mdt dém tuyét voi lam sao! Chu da tu budce di. Chu da c6 mot bo
d6 18 méi thanh lich. Va gio cha ¢6 ca doi canh. Chi ¢ thé bay di bat ctr dau,
1am bat cr diéu gi. Tai sao chu chua timg nhan ra diéu ndy trudc day?
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Trai tim chu bay bong hanh phiic. Cha giang d6i canh va bay khoi vai
ong Lawrence, khoi d6i ban tay 6ng va vt 1én bau troi dém, vé phia nhitng vi
sao, vé phia Sarah Ruth.

“Khong!” Abilene hét 1én.

“Bat lay ban 4y,” Bryce ciing la 16n.

Edward bay cao hon.

Lucy sua ang éng

“Malone!” Bull gao. Va voi mot cti nhao that dang so, anh vo dugc chan
Edward va kéo cha khoi bau troi, dé chu xudng mat dat. “Chi may chua thé
di duoc,” Bull noi.

“0 lai v&1 bon chi di1,” Abilene noi.

~ Edward déap dap canh, nhung chang ich gi. Bull 4n chit cht xudng mit
dat.

“O lai v6i bon chi di,” Abilene lai noi.

Edward bit dau bat khoc.

“Ta khong thé chiu dugc viéc mat cau bé thém lan nita,” ba Nellie noi.

“Chau ciing khong thé,” Abilene dap lai. “Diéu d6 lam trai tim chau tan
v3 mat.”

Lucy chui ddu vé phia mat Edward.

Con ché liém nhimg giot nudc mat cta chu.
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Ché tac qua muc tuyét hdo,” mot ngudi dan 6ng ndi khi lau chiéc khin
4m 1én khuoén mat Edward, “mot tac phém ngh¢ thuat, ta co thé nobi vay - mQt
tac pham phi thudng, khong thé tin noi bi dinh bui ban, nhung van 1a nghé
thuat. Ti bui ban thi hoan toan cé thé xoay s¢ dugc. Ngay khi cai dau bi v
ciia may dugc giai quyét xong thoi.”

Edward nhin vao d6i mat nguoi dan ong.

“A, cau day roi,” nguoi dan ong cat tiéng. “Ta co thé thay la Tac nay cau
dang ling nghe. Pau ciu bi v&. Ta d3 stra nd. Ta dd mang cau vé tir cdi chét.”

Trai tim t61, Edward nghf, trai tim t61 cung da tan vo.

“Khong, khong. Khong can cam on ta,” ngudi dan ong néi. “Po6 1 cong
viéc cta ta, hién nhién roi. Cho phép ta dugc tu gi01 thigu. Ta la Lucius
Clarke, ngudi sira bup bé. Pau cia cau... Ta c6 thé ndi véi cau khong day?
N6 ¢6 1am cau hoang hét khong? Um, ta ludn ludn néi rang phai doi dién véi
su that, khong c6 map mo 14t 1é0. Pau ciu éy, thua quy ngai tré tudi, da vo
thanh hai muoi mot manh.”

Hai muoi m6t manh? Edward nhic lai trong vo thirc.

Lucius Clarke gat dau. “Hai muoi mot,” ong noi. “No1 mot cach thuc su
khiém nhuong thi, ta phai thira nhan rang néu la mot gi sta bup bé kém coi,
mot gé sua bup bé khong co ky nang nhu cua ta thi o 1€ chang thé nao ciru
dugc cau. Nhung dung ndi vé nhitng gi c6 thé di xay ra. Thay vao d6 chung
ta hdy noi v€ nhimg gi dang c6. Cau dé hoan toan nguyén ven. Cau dé duoc
kéo lai tir bd vire tham bi huy hoai nhd ngudi phuc dich khiém nhuong nay,
Lucius Clarke.” N6i dén d6, Lucius Clarke dit ban tay 1én nguc va cui dau
that thap trudc Edward.

That 1a mot bai phat biéu ximg dang dé tinh ddy ma nghe, va Edward nam
thang & d6 dé cd tiép thu 1ay nd. Cht dang & trén mot chiéc ban gd. Chu dang
¢ trong mot can phong véi anh mat troi1 chan hoa rot vao tur nhitng khung ctra
s6 cao. Pau chu rd rang di bi v& thanh hai muoi mdt manh va gid day duoc
gén vao thanh mgt. Cht khong mac bd dd 18 mau do. Trén thuc té, cht chéng
mic gi ca. Cha lai dang tran truéng. Va chi chang co d6i canh nao.

Va cha nhé ra: Bryce, tiém an t6i, ong Neal quing chu trén khong.

Bryce.

“Cau dang ty hoi, co thé 1a thé, vé anh ban nho ctia minh,” Lucius noi,
“dra nho luc nao cling tho 10 miii xanh. Phai. Pra nhé mang cau t61 day,
khoc 16c nic ng, cau xin sy giup d& cua ta. “Xin hiy gan ban Ay lai,” né noi,
‘xin hay gin lai.”
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“Ta n61 v&i1 dira nhd, ta bdo: ‘Thua cau tré, to1 1a nguoi lam an kinh
doanh. Tbi c6 thé gan lai con tho ctia cau. Véi gia ca dang hoang. Cau hoi dit
ra 13, cdu c6 thé tra cai gia d6 khong?” Pira nho khong thé. Tt nhién 1a nd
khong thé. N6 noi 1a no khong thé.

“Ta bao vo1 dira nho ta c6 hai lya chon cho n6. Chi hai thoi. Lua chon thir
nhét 1a n6 tu di ma tim sy giup d& chd khac. Lua chon tht hai 1a ta sé& chita
cau vo1 kha nang 16n nhat, tot nhat cia ta va sau d6 ciu thudc vé ta - khong
phai cua dra nho nita, ma la cua ta.”

Néi téi ddy Lucius roi vao im ling. Ong gat dau, ty déng ¥ voi ban than.
“Chi hai lya chon thoi,” 6ng noi tiép. “Va anh ban cua cau chon cach thur hai.
NO tir bo cau dé ciu dugce stra chita. That phi thuong, thyc sy déy.”

Oi Bryce, Edward nghi.

Lucius v hai tay vao nhau. “Nhung dung lo, cdu ban cia ta. Pung lo gi
ca. Ta thuc su quyét tdm hoan thanh cho dung 10i thoa thuan ctia minh. Ta s&
tan trang lai cho cdu theo dung nhiing gi ta doan duogc da ting thudc vé thoi
hoang kim cua cau. Cau s€ c6 doi tai 16ng thé va cai dudi long tho. B rau
ctia cdu s& duoc stra chita thay thé, d6i mat cia ciu s& duoc son lai mau xanh
1ap lanh hut hén. Cau s& dugc dién nhitng b db hao hang nhét.

“Va rdi, mot ngdy nao do, ta sé& thu lai dugc nhing gi ta da bo cong dau tu
vao cau. Roi s& dau vao do hét. S& dau vao d6 hét. Trong nghé kinh doanh
bup b€, chung ta ndi rﬁng: c6 thoi dai thue té va c6 thoi dai bup bé. Cau, anh
ban tdt cua ta, da budc vao thoi dai bup bé.”
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Va vi thé Edward Tulane da dugc sira _ chira, duogc gén lai, lau rira sach
s& va danh bong lang, dugc mic bd d6 that tao nha va dat 1én mot chiée gia
cao dé trung bay. Tir chiéc gia nay, Edward c6 thé nhin thay toan bo quang
canh ctra hang: cai ghé dai ngdi 1am viéc cta Lucius Clarke, nhitng 6 ctra 80
mo ra thé gidi bén ngoai va canh cira noi khach hang thuong budc vao roi di
ra. Tir cai gid nay, mot hom Edward nhin thay Bryce m¢ canh cira ra va ding
lai & ngudng, chiéc kén harmonica mau bac nam trong ban tay phai phan
chiéu chéi loi anh sang mat troi dang ngap tran chiéu qua khung cira so.

“Thua cau tré,” Lucius néi, “t6i e rang ching ta da c6 thoa thuan voi
nhau.”

“Chau nhin n6 duoc khong?” Bryce hoi. Cau quet miii bang mu ban tay
va cr chi d6 khién trai tim Edward tran day mot cam giac khing khiép cua
tinh yéu va mat mat. “Chau chi mudn nhin né 1at thoi.”

Lucius Clarke thd dai. “Cau c6 thé nhin,” ong noéi. “Cau co thé nhin roi
thi cau phai di va khong duoc quay lai nita. Toi khong thé trong thiy cau
trong ctra hang cta toi hang ngay dé khoc 16¢ vé thir minh d3 danh mat.”

“Vang, thua ong,” Bryce noi.

Lucius lai tho dai 1an nita. Ong ding day khoi chiéc ghé dai, budce toi cai
gia dat Edward va nhac cht xudng, gitt 1y dé Bryce c6 thé nhin thiy chu.

“Nay, Jangles,” Bryce noi. “Anh ban trong banh day. Lan cudi t6i nhin
théy anh ban, trong anh ban khing khiép 13m, dau anh ban bi v& nat ra va...”

“Cau ta da duoc gén lai,” Lucius dé 101, “nhu t6i d3 hia vé ciu ta.”

Bryce git dau. Cau quet tay ngang miii.

“Chau bé n6 duoc khong?” cau hoi.

“Khong,” Lucius dap.

Bryce lai gat dau.

“No6i1 tam biét cau ta di1,” Lucius Clarke tiép tuc. “Cau ta da duoc stra. Cau
ta da dugc cuu. Gio thi cau phai noéi 101 chia tay cau ta thoi.”

“Tam biét,” Bryce noi.

Pung di, Edward nghi. T6i khong thé nao chiu dung n6i néu ciu bo di.

“Va gi0 cau phai di,” Lucius Clarke noi.

“Vang, thua 6ng,” Bryce dap. Nhung cau bé dung im khong nhic nhich
nhin Edward.

“P1 d1,” Luctus Clarke giuc, “di.”

Lam on, Edward nghi, dung di.

Bryce quay ngudi. Cau budc qua canh ctra cta tiém stra bup bé. Cira dong
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lai. Cai chudng kéu leng keng.
Va Edward chi con lai mot minh.
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Néu noi theo nghia den, tat nhién, chi _ khong chi mot minh. Cra hang
cua Lucius Clarke day nhoc bap bé - bup be quy co, bup bé em bé, bup bé co
cdp mat mo ra nhim vao, bap bé voi déi mat vé&, bip bé duoc dn van nhu nit
hoang va bip bé dién d6 thiy thu.

Edward ching bao gio thém ban tim t&i bup bé. Chu thay chung nhiéu sy
va duong duong tu dic, noi nang lanh 16t va hoan toan ngd ngan. Quan diém
nay ngay 1ap tirc duoc cung c6 voi nguoi ban cung gia dau tién, mot con bup
bé bang st voi doi mat thay tinh xanh 14 cdy, méi do chot va toc nau sam. Co
a mac mot chlec vay xa tanh mau xanh 14 cdy ru xuéng tin mat ca.

“Pang 4 ay 1a cai gi thé?” ¢6 4 hoi v6i giong lanh lanh chéi tai khi Edward
duogc dat xudng chiée gia, canh co a.

“To1 1a mot cha thd,” Edward dap.

Co & bup bé xi ra mot tiéng rit nho nho. “Pang ay & nham chd rdi,” ¢d &
noi. “Pay la cura hang danh cho bup bé. Khong phai cho dam tho.”

Edward chang noi gi.

“Pi di,” c6 & bup bé kéu lén.

~“Té1 cung mudn bién di 1am,” Edward dap, “nhung rd rang 1a toi khong
the.”

Sau mét quang im lang that lau, a bap bé nc’)i tiép, “Té hy vong dang ay
khong nghi rang s€ c6 ai do to1 day mua dang 4y.”

Mot lan nita, Edward chang dap lai gi.

“Moi nguoi téi ddy mudn co bup bé, khong phai tho. Ho muén c¢6 nhiing
em bé bup bé hoac nhiing c6 bup bé thanh lich nhu té day nay, nhitng c6 blp
bé v&i 40 vay xinh dep, nhitng ¢6 bup bé c6 mit mé ra khép vao.”

“T6i chang hing tha gi vo1 chuyén dugc ai d6 mua,” Edward dap.

Co 4 blp bé hon hen vi kinh ngac. “Pang 4 ay khong mubn ai mua dang ay
ca?” ¢b 4 néi. “Pang dy khong mudn thude vé mot cd bé sé yéu thuong dang
ay ha?”

Sarah Ruth! Abilene! Tén cua ho luét qua tri 6¢c Edward nhu giai di€u cua
mdt bai hat budn ba, ngot ngao.

“To1 da tung duoc yéu,” Edward noi. “Toi1 da tung duoc yéu thuong boi
mot ¢O bé tén 1a Abilene. T61 da tung dugc yéu thuong bo1 mdt ong 1do danh
c4 va nguodi vo, boi mot ngudi lang thang va ¢ chd cua anh dy. Toi da timg
dugc yéu thuong bd1 mot cau be choi ken harmonica va mot ¢6 bé gio da qua
doi. Dumg néi voi t6i vé tinh yéu,” chi tiép tyc. “Toi da biét qua rd vé tinh
yéu ro1.”
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Bai dién thuyét ddy xac dong khién c6 4 ngdi cung gia ctia Edward im
lang trong mot khoang thoi glan dang ke.

“0,” cubi cling ¢b a noi, “sao ciing duge. Y cua té 13 chiang ai thém mua
dang 4y dau.”

Ho khong néi thém tir ndo véi nhau nira. Co buap bé duoc ban hai tuan sau
do cho mot ba 1ao mua & cho diura chau. “Phai,” ba 1ao ndé1 voi Lucius Clarke,
“con bup bé ding kia, con bup bé mic bo vy xanh 14 cdy dy. Trong n6 kha

dé thuong.”
“Vang,” Lucius dé theo, “cd bé dé thuong chir nhi?” Va 6ng nhac c6 a
bup bé khoi gia.

Tam biét va cat xeo di, Edward nghi.

Chd ngdi canh chi tho duoc b tréng trong mot thoi gian. Ngay qua ngay,
canh clra mo ra va khép lai, dé cho nhiing tia nang mat trdi budi sém hay
bong dén khi chiéu mudn va vao, kéo cing trai tim cia cac cd bap bé bén
trong, tat ca cac co6 déu nghi rang khi canh ctra mé rong ra lan nay, chinh lan
nay, ngudi bude vao ctra hang sé 1a ngudi muén mua ho.

Edward mot minh ding ¢ phia d6i nguoc. Cha tu lay 1am kiéu hanh rang
chu khong hy vong, khong cho phép trai tim cang ra trong 16ng nguc. Chu tyr
lay 1am kiéu hanh rang da git trai tim minh tinh ling, bat dong, khép chit.

Minh chang con hy vong gi nita, Edward Tulane thim nghi.

Va rdi mot ngdy, khi troi dd nha nhem, ngay trude lac dong cira hang,
Lucius Clarke dit mgt c6 bup bé khac 1én gia canh Edward.
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Chd cua co6 day, Co6 nang cua ta. Lam quen voi cha bup bé tho nhé,”
Lucius noi.

Nguoi stra bap bé budce di, 1an luot tit ting cai dén.

Trong anh sang 1o mo cla cira hang, Edward c6 thé thay cai dau cua co
bup bé, giéng nhu cua chu, da b1 vo nat va gén lai. Khuon mat cua co, trén
thuc té, 1a mot mang nhén nhirng manh v&. C6 ddi mat chiéc mii bé so sinh.

“Xin chao anh,” c6 noi1 béng giong cao, sic lanh. “T6i rat han hanh dugc
lam quen v61 anh.”

“Chao,” Edward dap.

“Anh ¢ day lau chua?” c6 hoi.

“P3 nhiéu thang sau nhiéu thang rdi,” Edward dap. “Nhung t6i khong
quan tim, vé6i toi thi & dau cling thé ca.”

“Q, v6i t6i thi khong,” co bup bé dap lai. “Toi d sbng mot trim nam roi.
Va trong quéng thoi gian do, t6i di duoc sdng ¢ nhitng chon tya thién duong
va nhiing noi nhu dia nguc. Sau mot thoi gian, anh s€ hiéu ra réng & moi noi
12 mot su khac biét. Va & mdi noi, anh ciing s& 1a mot bup bé khac biét. Rét
khéc biét.”

“Mot trim nam roi?” Edward thét 1én.

“To1 da xua lém roi. Ong stra bup bé ching nhén diéu nay. Trong khi
chita cho toi dng 4y néi rang it nhat toi da qua timg d6 nam. it nhat 1a mot
tram. [t nhat 1a mot tram nam tudi.”

Edward thAm nghi vé tit ca nhiing gi di xay ra voi chu trong phan doi
ngan ngui. Ta s& c6 chuyén phiéu luu nhu thé ndo néu ta ton tai trong thé gidi
ca tram nam.

C6 bup bé cd nodi, “Toi ty hoi ai s& toi vi toi 1an nay. Mot ai d6 sé& t6i. S&
ludn luén c6 mat ai do6 to1. Ai s€ la nguor do day?”

“Toi chang quan tam co ai d6 to1 vi to1 hay khong,” Edward noi.

“Nhung dleu do that khung khiép,” co bup bé cb noi, “Chang c6 nghia 1y
gi dé song tlep néu anh cam thay nhu vay. Chang c6 nghia 1y gi cd. Anh phai
duoc 1ap ddy long mong doi. Anh phai dugc tim minh trong hy vong. Anh
phai tu hoi ai s& yéu thuong anh, ai 1a nguoi anh s& yéu thuong ké tiép.”

“T6i dd xong véi chuyén duoc yéu thuong rdi,” Edward noi véi cod. “Toi
da xong v&i chuyén yéu thuong nguot khac. N6 quéa dau don.”

“Phi,” ¢6 bip bé cb kéu 1én. “Diing khi ctia anh & ddu ha?”

“0 chdn nao do, t6i cho 13 vay,” Edward noi.

“Anh lam tdi that vong,” cd ndi. “Anh lam to1 cuc ky that vong. Néu anh
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chang hé ¢6 y dinh vé chuyén yéu thuong hay dugc yéu thuong thi toan bd
hanh trinh nay chang c6 y nghia gi nita ca. C6 thé t6t hon 1a anh nén 16n co
khoi cai gia nay ngay bay gio va dé mic minh tan thanh triéu manh. Lon
nhao Xuong di. Lon nhao xudng ngay glo di.”

“Néu c6 thé thi toi d 1on xuong r61,” Edward dap.

“To61 x6 anh nhé?” ¢ bup bé ¢6 hoi.

“Khoéng, cam on,” Edward dap lai c6. “Ma c6 ciing chang thé 1am vay,”
chti 1am bam v&i chinh minh.

“Cai gi thé?”

“Khong c6 gi,” Edward dap.

Bong t6i dd bao trum toan bd cura hang bup bé. Co bup beé ¢ va Edward
ngoi trén gia va nhin cham cham vé phia trude.

“Anh 1am toi that vong,” ¢0 bup bé co lai cat tiéng.

Loi cua co khién Edward nhd téi ba Pellgrina: vé con lon 10i va nang
cong chua, vé su ling nghe va yéu thuong, vé nhitng bua ém va 10i nguyén.
Néu c6 mot ai d6 dang chd doi dé yéu thuong chi thi sao? Néu c6 ai d6 ma
chu sé& lai yéu thuong thi sao? C6 thé nao nhu vay khong?

Edward thay trai tim minh x4o tron.

Khong, chu no1 voi trai tim. Khong thé nao. Khong thé nio.

Budi sang, Lucius Clarke t61 m¢ cua hang. “Chao budi sang, cac bé yéu
clia ta,” dng noéi to véi tat ca bup bé. “Chao budi sang, cac co cau dé thuong.”
Ong kéo tAm manh che cira so6 1én. Ong bat chiéc dén noi cai ghé dau. Ong
xoay tam bién sang mat MO CUA.

Khach hang dau tién 1a mot c¢o bé di ciing ngudi cha.

“Bb con ong dang tim kiém mot diéu dic biét phai khong?” Lucius
Clarke 1én tiéng hoi ho.

“Vang a,” co bé dap. “Chau dang tim mdt nguoi ban.”

Nguoi cha dat c6 bé Ién vai va ho cham rai budc quanh ctra hang. Co bé
ngam nghia timg con bup bé that k§. C6 bé nhin thang vao mit Edward. Co
gat dau voi chi.

“Con quyét dinh réi chtr, Natalie?” cha c6 hoi.

“Vang,” ¢ bé dap, “Con muon em bup bé doi mil bé so sinh.”

“0,” Lucius Clarke cat tleng, ‘chau c6 biét 1a c6 blp bé d6 da cd xua lam
roi khong. C6 4 ay 1a mot co vat ddy.”

“Em 4y can chau,” Natalie noi vé chac chan.

Bén canh Edward, c¢6 bap bé ¢ thd phiao. C6 c¢6 vé nhu ngdi thang lung
hon. Lucius budc téi, nhic ¢ ra khoi gia va chuyén cho Natalie. Va khi ho
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di, khi nguoi cha mo canh ctra cho con gai va ¢ bup bé 0, mot luong anh
ning ban mai ryc rg ua vao trong, va Edward nghe thdy kh4 3, tiéng cua co
bup bé o, nhu ¢b van con ngdi ngay canh chi.

“Hay mo rdng trai tim,” c6 khé khang noi. “Ai do s€ téi. Ai do s€ to1 vi
anh. Nhung trude hét anh phai mé rong trai tim minh da.”

Céanh ctra khép lai. Anh sang mit troi bién mat.

A1 do6 sé toi.

Trai tim Edward nhay mua. Cha nghi, 1an dau tién trong sudt ca mot thoi
gian dai, vé ngdi nha trén phd Ai Cap, vé Abilene khi 1én gidy chiéc dong hod
va cui Xuéng, dit n6 1én dui cha, khé noi: Chi s& vé nha véi em.

Khong, khong, chi tu ndi voi minh. Pimg tin chuyén d6. Pung dé ta tin
vao chuyén do.

Nhung da qua muon.

A1 d06 s€ td1 vi anh.

Trai tim cua cht tho s, méot 1an nita lai bat dau, mét 1an nita, rong mo.
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Chuong 27

Mua ndi mua di qua, thu rdi sang dong, xuan roi qua hé. Nhitng chiéc 1a
b thoi bay qua khung ctra mo cua ctra hang 6ng Lucius Clarke, va mua, va
anh sang 1ap lanh hy vong xanh biéc ctia mua xuan. Moi nguoi budc vao roi
di ra, nhitng cu ba, nhitng nguo1 suu tap buap bé, nhitng c6 bé di cung me.

Edward Tulane cho doi.

Nhiéu mua ghép thanh nhiéu nam.

Edward Tulane cho doi.

Chu nhéc di nhic lai 10i ctia ¢6 bip bé ¢ cho t6i khi ching quan thanh
mot vanh tron hy vong mém mai quanh tam tri chu: A1 do s€ tdi, ai do sé toi
vi anh.

Va co bip bé ¢ da ding.

Mot nguoi da toi.

P6 1a mua xuan. Troi d6 mua. Co mot doa hoa thu du chot hién ra trén
san cura hang cua Lucius Clarke.

Do 1a mdt ¢6 bé, khoang chirng ndm tudi, va khi me co vat 16n dé kéo sup
cai 6 mau xanh da troi xubng, c6 bé budc vong quanh cira hang, dimg lai va
nhim cham chim day nghiém nghi vao timg c6 bup bé roi lai budc di.

Khi budc t6i chd Edward, c¢6 dimg ngay truéc mit chi trong sudt mot
quang thoi gian kha dai. C6 nhin vao cha va chu nhin lai ¢6.

Ai do s€ t61, Edward khé noi. Ai do s€ to1 vi ta.

C6 bé mim cudi va roi nhon chan 1én, nhac Edward khoi cai gia. Co bé
chu trong vong tay. C6 0m cha theo ding cach vira ghi riét, vira diu dang ma
Sarah Ruth ting 6m ch.

O, Edward nghi, ta nhd cam giac nay.

“Thua ba,” Lucius Clarke cat tiéng, “xin ba chu ¥ ¢6 bé ho cho. C6 bé
dang 6m mot chi bip bé quy gid, dé vd va kha dat tién.”

“Maggie a,” ngudi phu nir néi. Chi ngang 18n tir sau cai 6 van con dang
mo. “Con thay gi vay?”

“Mot em tho,” Maggie dap.

“Mot cai gi co?” nguoi me hoi lai.

“M6t em tho,” Maggie noi lai 1an nita. “Con mudn em ay.”

“Nh¢ nhe¢, hom nay chung ta khong mua gi cd. Chung ta chi xem théi,”
ngudi me noi.

“Thua ba,” Lucius Clarke lai 1én tiéng, “lam on.”

Nguoi phu nit budc t6i va dimg ngay chd Maggie. Chi nhin xudng
Edward.
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Chu tho cam thay chong mit.

Chu ty hoi, trong mot tich tac, lidu co phai dau chl d v toac ra lan nita,
coO phai chu dang mo hay khong.

“Me o1, nhin nay,” Maggie noi, “nhin em éy xem.”

“Me thay em 4y rdi,” ngudi phu nit dap.

Chi budng roi chiéc 6. Chi dit tay 1én chiéc mé day deo trén co. Va
Edward nhédn ra d6 khong phai mot chiéc mé day. D6 1a mot chiéc dong ho,
dong ho bo tui.

D6 1a chiéc ddng ho cua chi.

“Bdward?” Abilene thét lén.

Vang, Edward dap lai.

“Edward déy w,” chi néi lai 1an nita, rd rang hon.

Vang, Edward dap, vang, diing, dung thé.

La em day.
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Poan Cubi

Ngay xua, ¢ chi th bang st duge mot c0 bé yeu thuong hét long. Cha
tho da di trén mot chuyén tau vuot dai du()’ng roi bi roi xudng bién va duoc
mot 6ng 1lao danh ca vot 1én. Chu bi chon dudi rac ruoi va dugc mot con cho
dao 1én. Cht di di lac sudt nhiéu ndm cung nhitng nguoi lang thang va da
dong vai bu nhin trong mot thoi gian ngan.

Ngay xua, c6 chu tho di yéu thuong mot cd bé va ching kién c6 qua doi.

Chu tho da nhay mua trén duong phé Memphis. Pau chi bi v& toac trong
mot tiém 3n tbi va duoc rap lai bang ban tay cua nguoi sua bup be.

Va cha tho da thé rang chu s& khong pham sai 1dm vé yéu thuong thém
1an nao nira.

Ngay xua, c6 mot chu tho nhdy mua trong khu vuon mua xuan véi ¢ con
gai ctia ngudi phu nit da yéu thuong cht hét muc tir doan dau cudc hanh trinh
cua cha. Co6 bé vung chu thé 1én cao khi c6 mua xoay tron. P61 khi, ho quay
nhanh qua, ¢4 hai, cir nhu thé ho dang bay luon. P61 khi, cir nhu thé ca hai
déu co doi canh.

_ Ngay xua, 01 that ky diéu ngay xua ay, c6 mot chi tho di tim thiy dudng
vé nha.
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