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Ginger Wald va hai cau em sinh d6i la Nat va Pat bi lac trong ring.
Co diéu gi rat bi hiém trong khu rung ay. Co c6 mau vang. Nhung bui
cay lai khoac mau dé tia. Con cay c6i thi nhu thé nhitng toa nha choc
troi. Sau d6, Ginger va hai em gap quai vat, nhitng con quai vat khong
16, day 16ng 1a mau xanh. Chung t6 chirc mét cudce choi va budc ba chi
em phai tham gia véi giao wdc: ngudi thang sé duwoc sdng, nguoi thua
sé bi an thit...
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Thuoé nhd, me thuong ru té6i ngt vao budi t6i. Me nung: “Ngu
ngoan nhé, Ginger bé béng. Ngti ngoan con nhé. Pung d€ 1a ran dot
nghe con”.

T6i khong biét ran la gi. Toi tuwong teong ra nhiing con ran mau do,
than hinh 1ép kep, cé cap mat rat to va nhitng cai chan giong chan
nhén, dang bo 16m ngdm dudi khan trai givong. Roi t6i nghi vét dot
cta chung s€ khién t6i ngira ngdy sudt ca doi.

Sau khi hon lén tran toi, me toi quay ra, va bo vao phong hat cho to6i
nghe. Giong bo rat khé. Tdi nao bd clng hat bai Cudc phiéu lwu cua
nhitng chii gdu bong.

T6i khong hiéu tai sao bo lai cho day la bai hat ru tuyét voi. Bai hat
ké vé viéc ai d6 da phat hién ra hang tram, hang tram con gau lang
thang ¢ trong rirng.

Loi bai hat khién t6i lo s¢. LG gau an gi trong ring ay? Cé phai la
thit tre con khong?

Sau khi b6 hon lén tran toi va roi phong, toi cam thay ngira ngay va
run rady mai hoi lau. Roi lat sau t6i mo nhitng con 4c mong vé 1a ran
va bon gdu trong ring.

Mai dén vai nam trudce, toi van con so khi dit chan vao rueng.

Bay gio toi da muoi hai tudi, ndi so hai trong t6i da khong con nita.

Chi it 1a vao ki nghi hé ndm nay, t6i da can dam theo b& me di cam
trai trong rirng. Mai dén bay gio, t6i méi phat hién ra rang trong rimng
con ¢ nhiéu quai vat kinh khung hon 1a gau.

Nhung toi nghi, tot hon 1a toi nén ke tir dau.

Diéu dau tién t6i nho lai trong chuyén di cam trai cta chung toi la
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nhting 101 hét doa ctia bé danh cho 1 em cua t6i. Toi c6 hai dia em
trai. Chting 1én muoi. Tén chung 1a Pat va Nat. Chac ban da doan ra,
chting 1a anh em sinh d6i. Han ban nghi 1a t6i may man chi gi? Chua
chéc.

Pat va Nat khong chi mo mat chao doi cing mot lic ma chiing con
la cdp song sinh dong tring, ching giong hét nhau va doéi ldc ching
cling nham 1an véi chinh ban than minh.

Ca hai dira déu thap va gay. Khudn mat ching tron trinh véi doi
mat nau to tron. Téc chiing mau hat dé, duoc ré ngdi ngay chinh gitta
dau. Chung van hai chiéc quan bo bac théch, rong thung thinh va ao
so mi ca 6 ké d6, den véi dong chit ma chang mot ai hiéu néi.

Cach duy nhét dé biét dau la Pat hay Nat hodc dau la Nat hay Pat la
hoi chung truc tiép.

T6i nhé cudc cam trai cta chung t6i bat dau vao mot ngay nang
dep. Khong khi ddm mui thong va mat mé. Nhitng canh cay nho va la
rung kéu xao xac dwdi giay khi ching téi men theo con duong udn
Ion quanh co chay sau vao ring.

BG di tredc mo duong. B6 vac tdm bat trén vai va deo cai tui 16n,
linh kinh d6 dac sau lung. Me di sau bd, trén nguoi cling mang nhiéu
vat dung can thiét cho cudc cidm trai cia gia dinh.

Con duwong chay qua khoang ring trong moc day cé. Mat troi pha
hoi néng xudng mat tdi. Cai tai sau lung toi bat dau tréd nén ning né.
T6i tham hoi khong biét b6 me mudn di thém bao 1au nita.

Pat va Nat bam sau chung t6i. BS luon phai quay dau lai d€ quat
bon ching, ca me 1an tdi cling phai quat chung. Néu khong, ching sé
chang bao gio chiu vang 16i. Chting chi nghe y kién ctia riéng minh.

Tai sao b6 phai quat nhi?

A, chi tai vi, Nat thi thich tron, Nat thich tréo cay. Néu né thdy mot
cai cay vira y, thi sé treo ngay lén. T6i nghi né nhu thé la mot con tinh
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tinh vay.

T6i ludn quat mdi khi thady né c6 hanh dong sai tri. Nhitng ltc &y
no gai gai nguc hodc chum miéng kéu chip chip, lam ra vé ta day la
danh hai bac nhat.

Ctt thé ca nha tiép tuc budc, di sdu vao ring. Va ctt mdi [an chung
toi dung lai d€ nhin thi Nat da leo tot 1én mot cai cay nao do. Viéc ay
lam cham hanh trinh ctia ca nha, thé'la bo phai hét bao né tudt xudng.

R6i bo lai phai quay sang nat Pat boi vi tro choi dién t ctia nd.

— B0 da bao con dirng mang cai do dy theo! — bd quat 16n. Nguwoi
b0 cao to, vam v trong nhu thé mot con gdu. Giong b oang oang.

Nhung Pat va Nat it khi nghe 16i bo boi chiing biét bd rat nuong
chiéu chang.

Pat buoc di, mat van dan vao man hinh cta b6 tro choi dién ti
Game Boy ctia minh, ngén tay né dat lén nhitng nam diéu khién.

— Chung ta vao ring dé€ lam gi nhi? — bd héi nd. — Con ¢é thé choi 6
nha. cat no di, Pat! Va hay nhin canh vat kia kia.

— Con khong thé cat duoc bo a, — Pat khong vang 10i. — Con khong
ditng lai bay gio dau. Con dang 6 Mttc Tht Sdu! Truedc day con chua
hé dat duwgc mirc nay.

— Con s6c chudt dang chay kia kia, — me reo lén. Me la chuyén gia
vé dong vat hoang. Me c6 thé goi tén tat ca cac loai vat.

Pat van khong roi mat khoi d6 choi ctia minh.

— Nat dau r6i? — b8 héi, mat b nhin quanh vat ritng tréng.

— Con & day, b8 a, — Nat dap. Tai 14y tay che mat va thay né dang
ngoi trén canh ctia cay so6i cao vt.

— Xudng ngay di! — bd hét. — Canh cay 4y rat dé gay!

— Nay, con da lén dwoc Mtrc Thit Bay! — Pat hao hing khoe.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



— Nhin kia, ¢6 hai con tho kia kia! — me thot lén. — Chung 6 ngay
trong ddm co cao ay.

— Chung ta di thdi, — toi giuc. — O day néng qua. — T6i mudn ra
khoi khoang riing trong dé di vao dudi bong cay mat me.

— Chi ¢6 Ginger 1a dira biét vang 10i, — bd lac dau néi.

— Chi Ginger ngoan ay ma! — Nat ndi ltc dang tut xuoéng.

Ching t6i tiép tuc di qua rung. Téi khong nhd la da di bao xa.
Quang canh that diéu ki, yén a. Nhitng tia nang xuyén qua tan cay in
hinh lén mat dat. Toéi thdy minh dang 1dm bam bai hat vé nhitng con
gdu trong rung. T6i khong hiéu lam sao ma minh lai c6 thé thudc
dugc bai hat dy. B thoi hat ru t6i da nhiéu nam nay.

Ca nha dung lai an trua bén dong sudi rong, ling 10 chay.

— Pay la noi cam trai ly twéng ddy, — me goi y. — Chung ta c6 thé
dung léu trén tham cé canh bo.

BG me bat tay vao thdo d6 ra va dung léu. Tai gitip mot tay. Pat va
Nat nhdt s6i ném xudng sudi. Lat sau chtung lai choi tro dau vat roi c6
hat nhau nga xudng nudc.

— Duwa ching vao rting choi, — bd bao toi. — Cit d€ cho chung lac,
duoc chir?”

Di nhién 1a bo dua.

Bo chéng thé nao nghi Pat, Nat va toi lai co thé bi lac trong rirng va
chang bao gid chuan bi trudc cdm gidc hoi hop vi phai cho doi bon toi
tro ve.
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— May muoén gi ha? — Nat doa. N6 da nhat dwoc canh cay nho dé
lam gay chong. Pat c6 da vao cay gay dé€ lam Nat nga.

Chung t6i di doc sudi mot lat, ngém vO khoi con ca tué mau bac
dang boi gan mat nudc. Bay gio bon t6i dang vueot qua may cum cay
cao, nhiing bui cay thdp va mdy tang da.

— Choi trén tim di! - Pat dé nghi. N6 v6 vao nguoi Nat. — May la
nguroi di tim!

Nat vo lai Pat:

— May tim!

— May tim!

— May tim!

Nhitng cai vd cang manh hon.

— Tao sé tim! — t6i quat, c6 tim cach d€ ngan ching ddm da nhau. -
Nhanh lén. Chay tron di. Nhung dung c6 tron xa day.

Toi cti mdt vao mot than cay, nham mat va bat dau dém dén mot
tram. Toi co thé nghe tiéng chung treo 1én cay.

Sau ba muoi, t6i dém cach muoi. To6i khong mudn ching ¢d nhiéu
thoi gian dé€ chay tron xa.

— Xong chua, tao di tim day! — toi noi.

Chi mdy phut sau toi da tim ra Pat. N6 co nguoi nap sau dun cat
trang. N6 nghi né kho bi phat hién. Nhung t6i da thay dwoc chém toc
mau hat dé ctia n6 phat pho trén dun cat.

To6i dé dang cham vao nguoi no.
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Nat thi kho tim hon. Béi 1é n6 da leo 1én cay. No leo tudt lén ngon,
gidu bién than hinh gitra dam canh 14 xanh ri.

Co 1€ t0i sé chang thé nao tim ra néu né khong nhé nuwdce bot vao toi.

— Xuong mau, d6 quy st! — toi hét lén gian d@. Toi d nam dam vé
phia né. - D6 hon lao! Xudng mau, xudng ngay day!

N6 cuodi khanh khach va nhay mat véi toi:

— Em da nho tring chi chua?

T6i khong tra 10i. T6i doi nd leo xudng dat. Roi toi boc mot nam la
kho xat vao mat n6 cho dén ltic né ngdp va hat xi hoi.

Day 1a 16i choi tron tim ctia chi em ching toi.

Sau do, chung to6i rugt theo mot con séc trong rimg. Con vat xinh
xan ct liéc nhin bon to6i nhw thé né khong tin 1a chting t6i dang dudi
theo n6. Chay mot lic thdm mét, no leo tudt 1én mot cay thong to.

T6i nhin quanh, ¢ cum ring nay, cay moc sat nhau hon. La cay
duong nhu che hét 4nh nang. Khong khi noi day mat mé hon. Trong
bdéng cay, troi toi nhu thé da vé dém.

— Ta quay lai thdi, — t6i dé nghi, — kéo bd me lai lo lang.

Hai cau em khong cai nhung lai hoi:

— Quay lai bang 16i nao?

To6i quay vong quanh dé€ nhin. “A... 16i kia kia”, t0i chi. Toi doan
thé chit trong bung chi chéc c6 dén chin muoi chin phan tram.

— Chij ¢6 chac khong day? — Pat hoi. N6 nhin tdi véi vé nghi ngo.
T6i c6 thé doc trong mat né thoang lo so. Pat khong thich lang thang
trong ritng bang Nat va toi.

— Chéc chin, chi chic chi, — tdi ndi vdi no.
T6i dan duong. Chung bam sét sau lung, ca hai dita déu nhat may
que go lam gay. Sau khi di dugc may phut, chiing bat dau dung gay
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tréu nhau.

T6i khong dé y. Toi dang lo. Toi khong chac 1a bon t6i da di dung
hwéng chua. Thuc t€'1a t6i cd cam gidc bon tdi c di long vong quanh
quan.

— Pbdy — dong sudi day ro6i! — toi hanh phtic gao lén.

Lap ttc, toi nhuw trat dugce ganh ndng. Bon toi khong bi lac. Toi da
chon dung hwdng.

Bay gio nhitng gi may chi em phai lam la di theo dong sudi vé lai
noi viing dat cam trai.

T6i hao hing tro lai. Hai thang bé quang giy xudng sudi. Bon toi
bat dau nd duia trén bai co doc dong sudi.

— Oi! - ti gao 1én khi chiéc giay bén chan trai ctia ti thut xudng.
N6 gan nhu ngap han trong viing bun. To6i kéo chiéc giay thé thao 1én.
N6 w6t dAm, bun bam dén tin mét ca.

Pat va Nat nghi chuyén nay thuwc bu6n cuoi, ca hai dira nhay nhot,
v0 vao lung nhau va cudi vang.

T6i tritng mat nhin chiing, nhung chang can phi 1oi. Ching that
ngoc, cai d6 chua biét suy nghi &y ma.

T6i chui sach 16p bun trén giay trudc luc quay vé trai. Bon toi chay
cham cham trén bo roi veegt qua cum cay vo xu xi, than mau tréng vao
vung dat trong.

— B0 oi! Me oi! - t6i goi trong ltc chay nhanh trén 16p co — Bon con
vé day!

T6i diing phat lai, hai dita em nga dui vao nguoi t6i. Mat t6i nhin
khoang ritng thura.

— Me 0i? Bo 0i?

BG6 me khong con 6 do.
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— Chung ta bi b roi r6i! — Pat thot 1én. N6 chay thuc mang quanh
vung dat trong. — Me oi! Bo oi!

— Nhin kia Pat, — Nat goi. N6 vay tay truedc mit Pat. — Chung ta
nham chd rdi, may that ngdc.

— Nat noi dung day, — toi ndi trong lic nhin quanh, khong c6 dau
chan, khong c6 dau cidm léu. Bon toi dang o vat dat khac.

— Em tuwong chi biét duong ch, Ginger, — Pat phan nan. — B6 me
da khong day chi cach dinh huéng khi di cam trai ngoai troi hay sao?

Cam trai ngoai troi! Mia heé triedc, bd me bat tdi tham die cudc cam
trai hai tuan co tén goi “Tham hiém tw nhién”. T6i bi nhiém trung do
dam phai gai ngay trong ngay dau tién nén khong nghe dwgc nhitng
chi dan tir ban t8 chttc. Bay gio t6i wdc gia ma minh da dwoc nghe.

— Chung ta nén dé€ lai dau hiéu trén cay, — t6i ndi, — d€ tim duong
tro ve.

— Sao bay gio chi mdi nghi dén chuyén d6? — Nat rén ri va tron
mat. N6 nhit mot cay gay cong queo huo huo truedc mat toi.

— Dua cai cay dy cho tao, — toi ra Iénh.

Nat dua cho tdi cdy gdy. Chdt nhwa vang chay dinh vao long ban
tay to6i. N6 ¢ mui chua chua.

— Tém qua! — toi thét 1én. To6i quang cay gay di. Toi chui tay vao
quan. Nhung cai vét nhwa mau vang dé khong bién khoi tay toi.

N6 that ki la, toi nghi. Toi tham hai 4y 1a loai cay gi. Toi chang thich
cai vét vang trén tay toi ti nao.

— Ta di theo sudi thdi, - toi goi y. — B6 me chang & cach xa day dau.

T6i ¢8 gitt giong cho binh tinh, nhung thinh thoang van bj lac doi
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tiéng. Thuc t&'1a bon t6i chang 16 1a bon t6i dang ding ¢ dau.

Chung toi roi vung dat trong, quay trd lai bo sudi. Mat troi da xé€,
10i vao gay toi.

Con rung minh chay sudt nguoi toi. Nat va Pat thoi am 1. Chang
ding lang bén nhau.

— Em nhé gan noi cam trai ctia bon minh khong c6 nhitng bui cay
nay. — Pat 1o s¢ ndi. N6 chi vao céi cay canh quat thap le te. Nhitng cai
la xanh mot mau xanh ki la trong giong nhw nhting chiéc du xép
chdng 1én nhau. — Chi c6 chac la chiing ta di dting duong chua?

Dén gio thi t6i thuc sy tin rang bon t6i khong di ding huéng. Tdi
cling nhé noi cam trai khong cé mdy bui cay nay.

R0i ching t6i nghe mot tiéng dong ¢ phia kia.
— Chéc 12 bd va me d6! — Pat thét 1én.

Chung t6i ré 16i chay qua ring cdy roi chay vao mot khoang dat
trong khong mot bong nguoi.

T6i nhin quanh. Canh dong co6 nay rat rong. Rong dén muc du de
cam mot tram cai trai.

Tim t6i nén thinh thich trong 16ng nguec.

Chting t6i ditng trén ving c6 mau gi sat, cao 1at mat ca. Mot cum
bap cai mau tia cao to la thwong nam & phia bén phai toi.

— Noi nay mat mé qua! — Nat gao 16n. — Moi thtt qua 1on.

Vi t6i, viilng dat nay chang mat mé ti nao. N6 chi lam t6i sg.

Nhitng loai cay ki la moc xung quanh ching t6i. Canh ctaa ching

dam ra vuong goc vaéi than cay. Chung xép thanh bac nhw bac thang
cao lén mai, 1én dén tan may.

Chung 1a ring cdy cao nhat ma toi ting thay. Nhitng cay dy rat dé
leo.
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Réu d6é bam day canh. Mdy qua bi mau vang rua xudng tir than leo
ctia chting, lung lang trong khong khi.

Chung t6i dang 6 dau? Trong khu riing that bi hi€ém — cay c6i cling
thé! Tai sao tat ca cac giong cay o day déu ki la dén thé!

Bung toi giat thot lai.

Khu cim trai cua chung toi & dau? BO me dau roi?

Nat di vong quanh cdi cay.

— Em sé leo 1én, — no noi.

— Dung, em dung treo, — t6i phan doi. Toi chom tdi kéo tay no ra
khoi canh cay.

Mang réu dé bam vao long ban tay t6i. Da t6i d6i sang mau do khi
toi cham phai né. Bay gio toi co nhitng vét vang, do trén long ban tay.

Cdi gi thé'nay? Toi ty hoi.

Nhung truede ltc tdi chia tay cho hai cau em xem, cai cay bat dau
rung chuyén.

— Gi! Nhin Kia! - tdi hét.

Mot con vat bé nhé nhay khoi dam canh cay xudng chan toi. Trudc
day, t6i chua hé thay mot loai vat nao nhuw né. N6 16n bang con séc
chudt, toan than mau den ngoai trtt khoanh tron trang quanh mat.

N6 c6 cai dudi xu, to tudng; doi tai 1on nhu tai tho. Hai cai rang
phia truedc chia ra nhw rang chudt. Cai miai det cia ndé nhan nhiim. N6
givong d6i mat mau xdm day vé so hii nhin t6i. Tdi quan st ltc né
nhay di.

— Con gi ay nhi? — Pat hoi.

T6i nhun vai. Toi tham hoi ¢6 bao nhiéu loai vat ki la sdng trong
khu rttng bi hiém nay.

— Em so 18m, — Pat th1 nhan, ltc ding sat vao toi.
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T6i cling cam thay s¢. Nhung toi nghi minh la chi ca nén c6 dong
vién cau em rang chang c6 chuyén gi dau.

R6i toi nhin xudng.
— Nat! Pat! - t6i thét lén — Nhin nay!

Chiéc glay vay bun cua t6i lot thém vao mot vét chan 16n gap ba lan
chan t6i. O khong, 16n hon thé nhiéu. Loai vat nao lai c6 dau chan
khong 16 nhuong dy?

Mot con gau u? Hay la mot con da nhan khong 16?
T6i khong c6 thoi gian d€ kip suy nghi.

Mit dat bat dau rung chuyén.

— Bon may c6 thay gi khong? — toi hoi hai dita em.
— B0 ddy! - Pat reo lén.

RS rang do khong phai la bs. B8 cao to. Nhung bd chang thé lam
mat dat rung chuyén nhu theé!

Dau d6 tr dang xa kia, t6i nghe nhitng tiéng ht, gam, tiép d6 la
tiéng rong. Nhing canh cay bé va ca nhiing canh cay l6n bi rung
chuyeén bdi tiéng rong, ca ba chi em thét tim khi nhin thdy mot con
quai vat khong 16 budce di gitta rirng cdy. N6 cyc ki to 16n. N6 cao dén
noi dau né cham vao cdc canh vron ra gifra than cay.

D4y 1a mot cai dau bep, nhon, gan trén cai 8 dai ngoang. Mat né
sang ruc nhw nhing vién d4 cdm thach mau xanh sang choéi. By 16ng
mau xanh ram ri ctia né phu déu trén co thé. Cai duoi long 14, dai
thuot cia nd quat thinh thinh xudng mat dat.

Mot con quai vat bi hi€ém ma t6i chua tirng thay.

Quai vat budce vao tir phia kia ctia vung dat trong.

T6i nin thd khi né dén gan. Gan téi mure t6i ¢d thé thay cai mom dai
cta nd. Canh mi n6é phap phong khi né danh hoi lan khong khi.
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Bon em t6i lui lai, ndp sau lung t6i. Ching t6i 6m chat nhau, run
ray. Quai vat hd mom. Hai ham ridng mau vang sac 1ém moc trén
nhitng 16p loi mau tia. Mot cai rang nanh cong, dai quip dén cam cta
quai vat.

T6i chong tay quy xudng, kéo theo ca hai cau em.

Quaéi vat quay mot vong tron. N6 danh hoi khong khi va vay vay
d6i tai nhon day 16ng 14. N6 da danh hoi dwoc bon t6i chwa? N6 dang
kiém tim bon toi chang?

T6i khong thé nao nghi noi. Toi khong thé ce dong.

Quai vat quay cai dau xau xi cia né. N6 nhin toi.

N6 thay toi.

M3t nhin con quai vat, tay toi ndm 4o hai dia em, kéo Ui ra sau
may cay cai bap khong 16. Quai vat diing phia bén kia vung dat tréng,
danh hoi. N6 budc téi budce lui, danh hoi rat ky. Mat dat lai rung
chuyén moi khi cai vudt day 16ng 14 ciia né dit xudng. Toi c6 thé cam
thay Pat va Nat run rdy vi sg.

Quai vat quay dau khoi chang toi.

A! Téi nghi. N6 khéng nhin thdy. Toi can chit méi dudi va dm chit
hai thang em.

— QOa...0aaa..., — quai vat gam lén. N6 dang ca bon chan xudng roi
suc mOm xudng dat, i manh keém theo tiéng danh hoi khin khit.

T6i khong noéi cho Nat va Pat biét nhitng gi minh dang nghi. Quai
vat khong nhin thdy chung t6i, nhung né rat ¢6 thé danh hoi duoc
mui ctia bon toi.

Cai duoi dai ctia n6é quat qua quat lai, dung vao cum cay. Mdy qua
bi vang rung xudng dat.

Quai vat bo ra gitra vung dat trong. Bo ra.

T6i cdu manh ngon tay vao gitra long ban tay.
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Quay qua chd khac di, qudi vat, téi cAu xin. Hay tro lai rung di.
Quai vat mau xanh dirng lai. N6 danh hoi lan nita, r6i quay nguoi tién
vé phia bon t6i. Téi nudt nuwéc bot. Khé quéa. Miéng t6i bong nhién
kho khdc.

Cai dudi cua quai vat cham vao mot trong nhitng cay cai bap chung
toi dang lan tron 6 dudi lam cho 1a cay rung rao rao..

— Nam xudng! — toi thi thao va an hai cdu em xudng. Chung toi
nam dan ngwoi lén mat dat.

Quai vat ding cach noi chung t6i nam chi vai budc chan.

Pubi n6 quét trang tay toi. Long no nhon va cing.

Toi rut tay lai. NO c6 phat hién ra t6i hay khong? Toi co phai la loai
vat bé xiu trong cai nhin ctia n6? Li€éu no cd bat mot dira trong bon toi
va dua theo ki€éu ma hai cau em t6i nghich véi con ché khong?

Quai vat nhom nguoi lén hai chan sau va danh hoi. N6 ding sting
sttng bén canh cay cai bap. Chiéu cao ctia né gan dén ba mét.

N6 duwa may cai vudt lan vao trong long, he bat duoc con gi la nd
déu dut vao miéng.

Mot tiéng gur to vé thda man phat ra tir mom nd sau moi nhat can.
N6 nhin quanh khu rting.

Dirng nhin xudng, toi tham cau nguyén. Dirng nhin thdy chiing toi.

Co thé toi cang thang.

Quai vat gam gur va le cdi ludi dai ctia né qua khoi cai nanh. Lat sau
no di vao ring.

T6i thd dai nhe nhom.

— Tot hon hét 1a bon ta nén doi thém 14t ntra, — t6i bao hai cau em.
T6i nham dém tir mot dén mot tram roi bo ra khai cai cay. Khong con
thay bong dang cua quai vat.
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Nhung ngay ltc ay t6i thay mat dat rung chuyén.
— O, khéng! — toi thét 1én. — N6 dang quay trd lai.
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Cai dau mau xanh ctia quai vat nhdp nhod gitra mdy hang cay. Lam
thé€ nao ma né quay lai nhanh nhu thé? Ma lai theo hudng khac nita
ch?

Chuing t6i 1tii lai vao chd nap bén dudi cay cai bap khong 16.

— Bon ta phai roi khéi noi nay, — toi thi tham — néu no c lung suc
mai thi sdm mudn ciing sé tim thay chung ta.

— Minh chay thé nao day? — Nat hoi.

To6i nhat mot qua bi trén mat dat.

— Chi sé ném qua bi nay. Quai vat sé quay dau nhin vé phia tiéng
dong. Lic dy chung ta sé chay vé hudng khac.

— Thé ngo no trong thay minh? Roi chuyén gi sé xay ra néu nd rugt
theo? — Nat hoi. N6 duong nhut chang an tam vé ké hoach ctia tdi.

Nat va Pat nhin nhau lo lang.
— Chi a, ng6 nho no chay nhanh hon ching ta? — Pat hoi.

— N6 sé chang chay nhanh hon dau, — t6i néi. Téi néi d6i nhung
bon em Ché’mg nhan ra diéu doé.

T6i nam mot dau qua bi. Quai vat ding sat bon t6i. N6 danh hoi.
Cai mom hong hong ctia n6é phap phong nhuw miéng ran.

Toi liéc nhin qua bi trong tay réi vung tay chuan bi ném.

— Doi da! - Pat thi tham — Hay nhin kia!

Canh tay dang dwa ra cua toi ditng ngay lai. Mot con quai vat nita
dang budc ra vung dat trong.

Mot con ntra.

Mot con khac ntra.
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T6i hoang hon. Ca dan quai vat mau xanh ngat ngudng tién ra vung
dat trong. Bay gio ching t6i khong con 16i thoat.

Dan qudi vat diéu hanh quanh viung dat trong. Chting gam va gir
v6i nhau. Mot con dung lai, lap bap bang kiéu giong ma qudi, tram
vang. Céi ti da, khong 16ng dudi cam né ctt phinh ra xep vao.

— Nhin bon chiing kia! — Nat thi tham. — T6i thiéu cing cé dén hai

/4

ta.

Con quai vat bé nhat budc nhanh ra khoang dét trong. Bo 1ong xanh
ctiia n6 ¢ phan sang hon bon con lai. N6 chi cao 36 mot mét.

Co phai né con nho? Mot con quai vat bé con?

Quai vat bé con gitii mdm xudng dat va danh hoi. Dat bui va la kho
dinh day mom no.

— Trong no rat doi, — Pat khé ndi.

— Xuyt! - t6i nhac.

Quai vat bé con liéc nhin that nhanh vé phia chung toi.

— N6 c6 vé déi lam. Nhung né an gi nhi?

T6i nin tho.

Quai vat bé con bat thinh linh ngoam mdt qua bi trén mat dat. N6
ngam ca qua vao mom va nhai manh. Dong nudc mau vang tir qua bi
tra ra moi no, chay xudng lam w6t by 16ng xanh sang.

NG dn hoa qua! Toi tham reo trong long. D4y la dau hiéu t6t. Co Ié bon
qudi vt thudc loai dn hoa qud, toi nghi. Chic chiing khong in thit.

Toi biét r:?mg hau hét dong vat hoang chi an mot loai thitc dn: hodc
thit hodc rau qua.

Trir gdu, dot nhién t6i swc nhé. Gau thi an ca hai loai.

Con quai vat to 16n liém quai vat bé con. N6 kéo quai vat bé con vao
sat chan roi bat dau gian dit 1ap bap diéu gi d6. Lat sau n6 kéo quai
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vat bé con lui vao ring.

Quai vat c6 mang da khong 16ng budc ra gitta khoang dét trong.

— Grur-u-tt! — N6 gt glv v6i may con khac r6i vung cai chan trudc
day 16ng 14 thanh vong tron. N6 vira vung, vita git git vira lap bap cai
gi d6 véi dong loai.

Mady con quai vat kia gat gat dau va gur gir theo nhu thé chung hiéu
nhau, nhw thé ching dang sit dung mot thit tiéng nao do,

Quai vat to 16n budng ra tiéng gtr cudi cung. May con khac quay lai,
tan vao rung. Chung bo lang 1é. T6i thdy mat dat chuyén rung manh
dwdi chan ching. Canh cay va 14 kho kéu rang rac.

Vai giay sau, ching bién mat. Vat dat trong lai trong tron.

T6i thé phao nhe nhom.

— Nhung chiing sap lam gi nhi? — Pat hoi.

Nat chtii m6 hoi tran:

— Chung thi thao nhu thé dang tim kiém vat gi day, — no tra 1oi. —
Chuang san tim.

T6i cam thay rat khé nudt nudc bot.

T6i biét chung dang san tim cai gi.

Chung dang lung bon toi.

Bay gio lwc lwong chiing qua 16n va da toa ra khap moi hudng,.

Chung t6i khong con co hdi, to6i nhan ra.

Chung s€ tom bon toi.

Ro6i chuyén gi xay ra sau d6?
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Toi tir tr ding day. Toi quay tron d€ kiém tra moi hudng hong phat
hién ra ddu hiéu ctia bon quai vat 16ng 1a.

Tiéng budc chan va tiéng gam gir ctia chiing khuat dan & dang xa.
Mat dat thoi khong con chao dao.

Mot lan gié mat thoi qua vat dat trong, lam mdy qua bi con sot lai
trén cay va vao nhau. Am thanh du dwong bi hiém trdi 1én giita rimng
cay.

T6i rung minh.

— Chung ta phai ra khoi day ngay lap tac! — Nat giuc.

— Hay doi da! - t6i bao. Toi chop tay no va kéo lai. — La quai vat dy
hay con qua gan. Chang sé nghe hodc nhin thdy chiung ta.

— Ai, htt, em chrfmg bo chan ¢ day dau. Em s€ chay cat luc. Em sé
thoat ra khoi day.

— Tao sé chay vdi may, — Pat nhén chan 1én. — Nhung bon minh
chay theo hwdng nao day? — no hai.

— Chung ta khong thé€ chay ngay bay gio duoc, — t6i khong tan
thanh.

— Chung ta da bi lac. Ching ta khong tim ra 16i di. Nhu thé chung
ta s€ phai ngoi lai day. B6 me sé dén tim. Chi cam doan la thé day.

— Ngo6 nho bd me khong dén tim? Va néu ho cling gdp 1t quai ay
thi sao? — Nat hoi.

— B0 biét cach dé song o trong ring, — toi khang dinh. — Con ching
ta thi khong biét.

To6i moi la dira thue su khong biét. Gia ma t6i da hoc dwoc nhitng
bai hoc trong dot cidm trai [an ay.
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— Em clng biét, — Pat khoac lac. — Em c6 thé ty minh xoay x6. -
Phai khong Nat? Ta di thoi!

That la d6 chip hoi. Pat tham chi con dan hon ca 1t cay ring.

Nhung n6 buong binh. Khi n6 da nay ra y dinh thi c6 troi mdi ngan
noi né. Con Nat thi ludn nghe theo né. Cai d6 sinh doi.

— Ginger, chi c6 di hay khong? — Pat hoi.

— May that khung, — t6i bao nd. — Chung ta phai 6 lai day. DBay la
ménh lénh, ro chuwa?

BS me tirng luén nhac néu bj lac thi chiing t6i ct ding nguyén tai
chd.

— Nhung bo me chi c6 hai ngwoi — con chiing ta c6 dén nhitng ba, —
Pat cai. — Nhu thé ta phai di tim b6 me.

— Nhung bd me khong phai la nguoi di lac, — toi quat.

— Em nghi chiing ta nén di di, — Pat lai nhai. — Chang ta phai chuén
xa cdi 1t quai vat ghé tom nay.

— Théi duoc — tdi néi — Ching ta di di. It nhat thi ba dia ciing o
bén nhau.

T6i van nudi ¥ nghi 14 chting sai. Nhung t6i khong thé dé chiing di
ma khong c6 toi. Ngd nho c6 diéu gi khiung khi€p xay ra véi chung?

Thém ntra chinh ban than t6i lai khong muon ngoi lai canh ring ma
quai nay mot minh.

Khi nhém nguoi budc theo chung, t6i thoang thdy con gi do di
chuyén trong dam co cao.

— Chting... chiing... day! — Nat lap bap. — Bon chiing quay lai!

Toi kinh hoang nhin vat co.

— Chay! — Pat thét 1én. N6 phdng nhanh qua vat dat trong,.

Mot con soc vut ra khoi dam co.
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— Pat, doi da! — Nat gao.
— Con sdc ay ma, — toi hét.
N6 khong nghe bon toi.
Nat va toi lao theo sau Pat.
— Pat! Nay, Pat oi!

T6i khong nhin thay cai ré cay van veo, to xu nho lén khoi mat dat.
Toi vap vao nd va nga vat xudng dat. Téi nam d6, dau don.

Nat qui g&i bén canh t6i. N6 nam tay kéo toi diing day.

T6i nhin t6i trudc, Pat da bién mat vao trong rung. Toi khong thé
thay no.

— Chung ta phai chay cho kip nd, — t6i bao Nat trong tiéng the hon
hén. Toi diing thang day, phti dau gdi.

Mt dat lai rung chuyén.

— b, khong! — Nat rén ri.

La qudi vat dang quay tro lai.

T6i nhin quanh. Bon con 16n nhé lung 1én riing cay. Toi dém dwoc
bon con phia sau. Ba con bén trai va nam con bén phai.

T6i khong dém nira.

Chung qua nhiéu.

Mot con to 16n gam gtr r6i huo céi chan day 16ng la trong khong
gian. N6 chi vao bon t6i. Nhiing con khac [am ram ro6i thot 1én nhing
thanh am té vé rat kich dong.

— Chuing bat duoc ta roi, — toi nirc no.

— Ginger... — Nat tham thi. Mat né mo tron xoe kinh hoang. To6i
nam tay né va gitt chit.

Bon quadi vat tién gan hon, dan thanh vong tron xung quanh.
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Gio thi chang con 16i thoat.
— Bon ta bi tom r0i, — toi khé néi.

Bon quai vat bat dau rong.
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Len gita tiéng rong am am 4y, t6i nghe duoc thanh am du duong
huyén bi day vé ma quai vong ra tit nhitng qua bi ngo.

Nat dttng sat vao nguwoi toi.

— Chung da tém ta, — nd tham thi — Chi ¢6 nghi... Chi c¢6 nghi
ching bat dugc Pat khong?

T6i khong tra 1oi. Toi khong thé ndi.

Toi cam thady yéu 6t va bat luc. M6 hodi tudn rong rong tir tran
xuong mat toi. Téi mudn lau mo héi nhung khong thé nao nhdc noi
canh tay.

To6i qua hoang so.

Lat sau, quai vat co cai cam nhan thin budc ra. N6 ding cach toi vai
xdng-ti-mét.

Tai ttr tir nguede nhin 1én. Toi nhin cai bung 16ng 14, cai nguwc vam vo
ctua nod. Toi thdy may con con trung den triii dang bo trong dam 16ng.

T6i nhin lén mat nd. B6i mat xanh cua no trirng trieng nhin xudng
t6i. N6 ha mom. T6i kinh hai nhin vao cai nanh dai cia n6. Mot miéng
meé 6 dau mai cai nanh ay.

Quai vat veeon hét chiéu cao ctia nd. N6 vung cao canh tay long la
trén dau chung toi, san sang giang xudng.

Nat bam chat 18y t6i hon. T6i c6 thé cam thay ro rang tirng nhip tim
cta n6 qua chiéc ao so mi. Hodc day la tim t6i dang nén thinh thinh
cting nén. Quai vat gam gt va lac lu!

T6i nham nghién mat lai.

T6i cdm nhan mot ci vO vao vai, manh dén noi quat téi nga ngtra
xuong dat.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



— May Tim! — quai vat rong lén.
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Ha? Miéng t6i ha hoc trong con kinh ngac.

— May Tim! — quai vat lap lai.

T6i nhin Nat. Mat né ciing tron xoe vi ngac nhién.

— N6... né néi! — Nat lap bap néi, — bang ngon ngit ctia chting ta.
Quai vat cau nhau voi Nat.

— Tao c¢6 thé ndi dugc nhiéu tha tiéng, — n6é quat. — Bon tao ¢ may
phién dich.

— O, — Nat néi li nhi. N6 va tdi liéc nhin nhau.
Quai vat lai lau bau r6i tién téi gan toi hon.
— May da nghe tao bao r6i cht? — n6 gam gtr. - May Tim!

Do6i mat mau da cam thach tring trieng nhin vao mat t6i. N6 sot
rudt cao cao vuot xudng dat.

— May muon néi gi? — t6i hoi.

Quai vat gam ghe:

— May ddng vai quadi vat tit Phuong Dong.

— May bao gi vay? Tao khong phai la quai vat. Tao la mot co gai! -
toi dong dac tuyén bo. — Tén tao la Ginger Wald.

— Tao la Fleg, — quai vat dap r6i dua tay v vo vao nguc. N6 vay
tay vé phia con qudi vat ding phia sau. Con nay bi chot mot mat. —
Day la Spork, — Fleg ndi, n6 vd vao lung con kia.

Spork lau bau véi Nat va tdi. Téi nhin cdi hdc mat tréng rong tdi
den ctia no. Roi t6i phat hién ra mot vét seo den sau hodm bén miii né.

Mot con mit bi méc va mot vét seo. Quai vat khong 16 nay han da
quan nhau ac liét voi dich thu trong mot tran song mai. Toi hy vong la
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kh/éng phai né6 da danh nhau véi nguoi. Boi vi néu Spork la nguoi
thang tran thi t6i khong mudn minh la ké bi xem thuong!

Nat nhin Spork.

— A, day la em Nat ctia tao, — t6i n6i nhanh.

Spork gam gt dap 1oi.

— May c6 thdy bd me bon tao ¢ dau khong? — t61 hoi Fleg. — Ca nha

di cam trai & day nhung chiing tao bj lac. Chting tao dang tim duwong
ve. Vay thi t6t hon la d€ bon tao di.

— Con nhitng dita khéac nita u? — Fleg liéc nhin quanh khap vung
dat tréng. — O dau?

— Rac rdi la & d6, - Nat dap. — Bon tao khong tim ra ho.
Fleg cau nhau:
— Né&u bon may khong tim thay ho, thi ho chang thé nao choi.

— Dung day. DAy la luat, — Spork déng y. N6 gai gai vao chd may
con bo dang bo trén 16ng no.

— Nao hay bat dau di, - Fleg giuc. — Da mudn réi day, may tim di.

T6i nhin Nat. Chuyén nay that ki la. N6 bao gi nhi — ho khong thé
choi? Va tai sao nd ctt ludn mom bao t6i 1a Ké-bi-Tim? Chang mudn
choi tron tim hay muoén lam gi?

Vong tron nhitng qudi vat bat dau giam chan lam rung chuyén ca
khu rteng.

— Choi... choi... choi di... — chung dong thanh néi.

— Choi cdi gi? - toi hoi. — Day co6 phai la mét tro choi khong?

Mt Spork sang ruc va mot nu cwoi hién lén trén cai mom hong
hong xdu xi ctia no.

— Cudc choi bat dau, — n6 néi. — Nhung may qua cham dé gianh
chién thang day.
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Spork phti hai tay vao nhau. N6 ra Iwdi trén ham rang.
— May c6 thé chay. — n6 ndi.
— U, ¢6 thé chay, - Fleg bao, — truedc ltic tao d&m dén “tren”.

— Khoan d3, - t6i ngan lai. — Chuyén gi sé xay ra néu bon tao
khong choi?

— Dung day, tai sao bon tao phai choi? — Nat phu hoa.

— Bon may phai choi, — Fleg dap. — Hay doc bién hiéu & dang kia
kia.

N6 chi vao dong chir viét trén cai bang treo lén mot trong nhitng
cay bi. Céi bang viét: MUA CHOL

Fleg cti nhin t6i. Mat né nheo lai véi vé giéu cot. Cai miii wét cta
nd phap phong.

N6 nhe rang cwoi. Cai cueoi khong co ve than thién.

— Muia choi la gi? — Nat doc to dong chit bang giong run ray.

— Bon may phai giai thich cho ching tao biét cach choi, — t6i néi. —
Tao muon noi, bon tao khong thé choi khi khong biét day la tro gi?

Spork gam glt trong hong r6i budc lai gan téi hon. Gan dén noi toi
co thé ngtri dwge mui 16ng ctia nd. Cai mui méi chua lam sao!

Fleg duwa vudt kéo lung Spork lai.

— Day la trd choi hap dan, — Fleg bao chiing t6i. — N6 that su hap
dan day.

— Ha... né rat hap dan la sao? - t6i hoi.
Mat no nheo lai.

— Tro choi cua sy song con! — nd dap trong tiéng curoi gan.
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Song con u?
0O, khéng! Chang con cach nao khac. Téi phai choi?

— May con khoang thoi gian tir bay gio cho dén lac mat troi lan
khuat sau cay liéu Gulla, — Fleg tuyén bd.

— Liéu Gulla la cay gi? — Nat hoi.

— N6 & dau? — toi muon biét.

— Obia riing, — Fleg dap. N6 khua khua tay qua rirng cay.

— Bia rting nao? O dau? Lam thé& nao d& bon tao nhan biét cai cay
ay? — toi hai.

Fleg quay sang Spork va nhe rang cwoi. Ca hai luc khuc nhiing tiéng
gi ki la trong c6 hong.

T6i biét ching dang cwoi. Tat ca bon quai vat cling dang cwoi. Cuoi
bang nhitng am thanh ki la, nghe nhw thé tiéng o oe hon 1a tiéng cuoi.
— Bon tao khong thé choi néu khong biét ro luat 1€ choi, — toi hét.

Tiéng cuoi im bdt.

Spork lan tay bat may con bo trén nguc.

— Luat choi don gian th6i ma. Néu may van la Ké Tim cho dén ldc
mat troi lan thi may la dta thua cudc, — ndé noi vai toi.

Mady da khac to vé dong y qua tiéng gam gtr.

— ROi diéu gi sé xay ra véi nguoi thua cudc? — toi cat giong run ray
hoi.

— N sé bi ria thit, — Fleg dap.

— G1 ha? - t6i héi. — Bon may ria thit a?
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— bung, bon tao sé ria dan cho dén gio an tdi roi sé chén ca xuong
lan da.
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Bon quai vat diing xung quanh ching toi pha 1én cuoi am 1. Nhitng
am thanh oc ach bénh hoan d6 khién toi cam thay budn non.

— Chang c6 gi dang cudi ca dau! — Nat hét 1én.

Fleg nheo mat nhin bon tdi.

— Day la tro choi wa thich caa bon tao.

— Nhung tao chang khoai ti nao kiéu choi ctia bon may, — Nat quat.

— Bon tao sé khong choi. Bon tao khong thich choi, — t6i ndi tiép.

Spork nhién mat 1én:

— May mudn ndi la may dau hang a? May chiu thua a? - N6 méap
may moi gian dir.

— DUNG HONG! - T6i thét 1én. Nat va toi nhay lui lai. — Bon tao sé
choi. Nhung phai c6 luat 1€ rd rang. May phai ndi 1o luat choi. Phai
noi heét.

Mot dam may bay qua khoang troi trén dau bon toéi. N6 in bong
xudng vung dat trong. Toi rung minh.

Chung co tan cong bon t6i vi da khong chiu tham gia cudc choi hay
khong?

— Phuc sinh tir Bong May! — Spork dot nhién gao lén.
— Phuc sinh tir Bong May! — Fleg lap lai.

Ha?

— (Cai gi vay? — toi hoi.

Dam may ttr tir veeot qua.

— Chéng con thoi gian d€ giai thich dau, — Fleg néi. N6 vay canh
tay vao 1t quai — Ta di thoi, — no giuc, — Bon minh tu tdp ngoai nay da
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qua lau roi.
— That bat cong! — Nat phan ddi — Lam on cho bon tao biét luat
choi.

— Duogc thoi, — Fleg quay lai néi. — Hay nho ky, bon may phai tan
cOng ttr phia dong.

— T huéng dong, — t6i 14m bam. T6i dua tay che mat khi nhin
quanh vat dat trong.

Doéng. Bac. Nam. Tay. T6i hinh dung ra cac hwdéng. Hudng dong
bén phai t6i. Huedng tay bén trai. Nhung lam sao dé€ xac dinh duoc
hudng dong trong khu ritng mit mung nay? Tai sao toi lai ngu ngdc
khong nghe nhitng huedng dan trong dot cam trai dy?

— Con day - nhitng hinh vuong mau nau la nhitng khu dat Bita
Trwa Ty Do, — Fleg ti€p tuc noi.

— Y may la noi d6 duoc dung d€ nghi ngoi? Hay day la noi an
toan? — t6i hoi. Toi thich luat nay. Cé thé bon t6i sé tim ra mot khoang
dat hinh vudéng mau nau dé nau minh ¢ d6 cho dén lac mat troi lan.

Fleg khit khit mi.

— Khong phai vay dau. Bita Truwa Tw Do la noi bat ky ai cing co6 thé
an thit dwoc bon may. — N6 liéc nhin t6i. — Con luat nay ntra Ginger, —
no noi. — Phai cao mot mét maéi duoc choi.

T6i nhin bon quai. It nhat ching ciing cao gan ba mét! Qud cao so
voi luat caa Fleg.

— Duoc r6i, cdm on vi nhitng 10i giai thich, — t6i ndi roi lic dau. -
Nhung bon tao thue sy khong mudn choi tro nay. Bon tao phai di tim
bd me dé...

— Bon may phai choi, — Fleg gadm 1én. — May la da Tim. May la
Quai vat tir Phuong Bong. Choi, hodc dau hang.

— Mat roi sap ldn r6i, — Spork 1i€ém nanh ndi.
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— May con khoang thoi gian cho dén khi mat troi ldn khuéat sau cay
lidu Gulla, — Fleg néi. — Dén ltc dy, Quai vat tir Phuong Dong sé 1a ké
thua cudc.

Spork budng tiéng cwoi man dai, chdi tai.

— Bon may sé la ké thua cugc thom lttng. Tao dang hinh dung da
thit bon may nhu thé nudc x6t chua ngot. Hoac phai kem thém mot
vai loai gia vi gi do.

Ca dan quai vat lau bau va gam gtt. Ching nghi Spork 1a mot thang
ngoc. Fleg quay vé phia ring. N6 dung lai.

— Nao, - né ngting lai va nhe ring cudi hang hac. — Chtic may man.

— Chtic may man, — Spork 1&p lai. N6 dat ngén tay vao hdc mat bi
hong va gai gai trong d6. Roi né quay di, ngat nguong budc theo Fleg.

Nhitng con quai vat khac budc theo. Mat dat rung chuyén dwdi
nhting budc chan nang né cta ching. Mot lat sau, vat ring tréng
khong con béng con quai vat nao ntra.

T6i nhin Nat.

Day khong phai la tro choi! Bon quai vat ac doc nay lung suc trong
ring tim tré con. R6i chung...

— Bon ta phai lam gi bay gio? — Nat gao lén hoi. — Co lé chang da
an thit Pat. C6 1€ ching da tim ra né ¢ 6 vudng Bira Trwa Ty Do mau
nau.

— Va ca b0 me nita, — toi rau ri noi.
N6 tron trirtng mat, kinh hoang.

— Chac phai c6 mot noi an toan nao do! — to6i bao né. — Nhu kiéu cai
cong vom 0 nha mot khi ching ta s&t dung d€ choi tron tim.

Nat hoi trong con cang thang.

— Noi nao la an toan nhi?
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T6i nhtn vai.

— Chi khong biét, — toi thu nhan.

— Chung ta c6 thé kéo dai thoi gian, — Nat goi y. — Chi thuwong cho
phép kéo dai thoi gian khi choi ma.

— Cudc choi nay hoan toan khac. N6 lién quan dén mang song cua
ching ta, — toi khé noi.

La cay xao xac trén dau chung toi. Gio phat ra tiéng ngan khi luén
qua may cay bi.

T6i nghe mot tieng gam tram sau. R6i mot con quai vat cat tiéng
ctedi man dai. Am thanh &y nghe that buén non.

Canh cay bi xéo nat, than cay chao dao. Téi nghe nhitng tiéng gam
kho khoe.

— Bon ta bat dau vao cugc thoi, — Nat giuc, — Trong chung c6 vé doéi
lam roi.
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— Ta biét choi thé nao day? — t6i thot 1én uat tec. — Bon ta khong co
kha nang thang dau. Chiing né déng qua. Con chiing ta thi lai khong
biét cay liéu Gulla & dau.

— Lam sao day? — Nat hoi. — Bon ta khong co dwong lua chon, phai
khong?

La cay khé rung, canh cay dung dua manh.

Thich.

T6i hét 1én roi nhay lui lai.

Mot con vat mau nau bé nho nhay xudng chan toi.

Pay la moét con trong s6 nhitng con thti ching t6i nhin thay lac
triedc. N6 co co vao chan toi va phat ra nhitng am thanh riu rit.

— Mady con vat bé nho nay thi chang ¢6 hai gi, — Nat néi. N6 cuai
xuong vudt ve con thu.

Con vat ha miéng, nhe ham ring bon 16p sac 1ém, bé xiu dép vao
tay Nat.

— Oi! - Nat rut manh tay lai va nhay lui ra. Con vat phong nhanh
vao bui cay.

Nat hoang hon.

— Ma quadi, - né cau nhau. — Khu rittng nay that ki la, chang c6 13y
mot con thu binh thuong nao ca.

— Xuyt! — toi dat mot ngon tay lén mieéng va khé noi. — Nghe kia!
— Em chang nghe thay gi ca, — Nat phan nan.
— Dung day, - toi noi.

Tiéng gam gu, tiéng lam bam, tiéng cwoi dinh tai khong con nita.
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Khu rteng yén tinh. Hoan toan yén tinh.

— Co hoi ctia bon ta dén r6i! — t6i kéu lén. — Chay di thoi. — Toi kéo
tay Nat.

— Hay doi da! — Nat hoi. — Ta chay 16i nao?
T6i nhin quanh.

— Chay vé phia sudi, — to6i noi. — Bon ta s€ theo dong sudi tim vé cho
bd me. C6 thé bon ta sé nghe dugc tiéng bd me vong trén mat nude.

— buang day, — Nat dong y.

Chung t6i chay bang qua vat dat, lao vao riing, bang qua cac khém
cay ram ri. Tdi nhin thang vé phia trudc.

— Theo 16i nay nay! — t6i néi 16n va chi tay vé phia bén trai.
— Tai sao?

— Boi vi, — toi buc boi ndi. — Chi thay anh sang 1ap 16 sau cum cay
ay. biéu do6 c6 nghia noi dy ring thua dan. Gan sudi, ¢ nhiéu cay
moc thap hon, nhé chua?

T6i lao téi. Nat bam theo. Chung toi lang 1€ chay hoi lau. Riing cay
bat dau thwra dan. Chang may chdc mat dat hién ra.

— Day! - toi diing lai. Nat gan nhu dam sam vao toi. — Trudc mat
kia.

— A!'Sudi day roi! — Nat reo 1én. N6 vo vao nguoi toi, mung rd.

Niém sung swéng dang trong long, chting t6i cam dau chay, Hai chi
em chay dén dong sudi cung mot luc.

— Theo 16i nao nita day? — Nat hoi.

— Bon ta lai ré trai, — toi noi. — Luc nay di, mat troi roi vao mat nén
gio ta di quay lung lai hwong anh nang.

bung r6i! Toi nghi. Ching t6i dang di trd lai trén con duong chung
toi da di dén. Nhiing gi ching t6i phai lam bay gio la theo dong sudi
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quay vé noi cam trai, vé véi bd me.

— Budc khé thoi, — t6i bao Nat. — Pung gay nén tiéng dong, ngd
nhd... Ngo. nhd bon quai bam theo. Va nhé d€'y, biét dau ta lai nhin
thay Pat, — toi dan.

T6i khong biét Pat ¢6 con ¢ trong ring hay khong. Toi hy vong nd
da tim duwoc duong quay vé trai. Nhung rat c6 thé né dang con quanh
quan dau do, nam tron 1t quai mot minh va run ray vi so sét.

Y nghi vé viéc Pat dang hoang s¢ lai gitip t6i diing cam thém.
Chung t6i phai binh tinh d€ ¢6 thé giap Pat.

Nat va t6i ctii nguoi thap xudng. Chung toi lan theo bo sudi, di qua
nhiing cum cay c¢6 tan la nhu chiéc 6 moc gan mép nudc.

T6i c6 thé nhin thdy may con ca mau xanh anh bac luwgn 1o dwéi
nuoc.

Mai nhin dan c4, toi bi trugt chan. Toi chop voi vao cai cay co 1a
hinh chiéc & d¢ giit thang bang. Cai 14 nhiin trong tay to6i. Dong nhua
xanh tran qua cac ke tay.

Lai thé ntta! Mot mau khac. Vang. Dé. Con bay gio la Xanh.

— Ginger! Lai day mau!

Tiéng goi ctia Nat lam t6i giat ban ca nguodi. Téi quay sang phia né.
Nat chi xudng dat.

T6i nhin xudng, dung ca toc boi hinh thu trén mat dat.

— Mot ddu chan, — toi thot 1én roi tho hit ra.

Ban chan cua Nat ddt vira van vao dau chan dy. Ddu chan vira khit
vOi chan Nat.

— Pat! — chtung t6i cung thot lén.
— N6 dang ¢ dau day, — Nat vui vé ndi.

— Dung day! - toi nodi. Pat da tim ra dwong quay lai su6i.
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— Co6 1é n6 da vé dén trai roi, — Nat hoi hop ndi. — Chung ta hay di
theo dau chan né.

Chung tdi budc that nhanh. Mdi budce di t6i lai hinh dung ra guwong
mat rang rd cua bs, me va Pat khi thay hai chi em buwdc vao trai.

Dau chan Pat rai déu theo bo su6i mot quang roi chung ré vao rung.

Chung toi lan theo vao ritng va thdy minh dang ding trén mot 161
mon. Cay c6i moc ram ri tredc mat.

Phia truedc, mat troi khuat sau ring cay.

Khong khi am wét va lanh 1éo.

Toi nghe mot tiéng gam quen thudc.

Ngay phia sau.

Mat dat rung chuyén.

— Quai vat! — toi thét. — Chay di.

Toi kéo Nat chay vé phia truede. Chung toi men theo 161 mon. N6
udn sang phai roi lugn sang trai. Toi khong biét ching t6i dang chay
vé hudng nao. Canh cay quat vao mat hai chi em. T6i gat ching sang
mot bén. Tan cay rung chuyén va lac lu trén dau chiing t6i. Qua bi roi
rao rao xudng mat dat xung quanh hai da.

Con gi d6 am am va won udt quan vao tay toi. Toi ray ra. Mot vat
khac bam 1ay.

Chting dai nhang.

Tron lan va vang khe.

Trén nhitng canh cay, ching tiép tuc roi xudng, treo ling lang trén
nén ring. May con khac lao ra tir than cay. Chiing bén xoan vao nhau
tao thanh tdm lwdi day vat tir cAy no sang cay kia.

Vai con dudi dai trén mit dat. Nat va toi phai nhay tranh, luén lach
c6 thoat qua dam day do¢ lung nhuing, am am, won udt biét ngoe
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ngudy dy, tim 16i di.

Nhung dau c6 dé, tdi nghe Nat thd hdn hén.

Swon t6i dau nhire. Hoi tho t6i don dap, nong hoi.

T6i can phai dimg chan nghi nhung nao cé dwoc. Mt dat van ct
tiép tuc chao dao dwdi chan chung toi. Rirng cay am vang nhiing tiéng
gam ghé ron. Bon quai vat dang dudi dén. Chung sap tém dugc
chtuing toi.

— Hay can than! — Nat nhac.

T6i nhin thdy chiéc mang nhén 16n vat ngang qua duong.

Nat nhay vot qua. N6 vuot qua dwgce. Toi don hét stc, nhay that
cao.

Nhung chwa cao du mttc.

Cai mang nhén nhung nhtc ay qudn 18y mat ca chan t6i. Téi nga
xudng dat. Cac soi day mau vang miim mim &y quan chat chan toi.
Hoang hét, t6i chop 14y va c0 giang ching ra.

Pam day lai siét chat vao.
Chat hon ntra.
— Nat! - t6i goi. — Gitup chi voi!

— Em bj ket r6i! — n6 gao lén. Giong né lap cap. — Cu em vdi,
Ginger!

T6i chang thé cttu né. Tdi khong thé ctr dong.

T6i nhin xudng chan. Pam day dang siét chdt hon, chat hon.
Soi day khéac vong qua that lung toi.

T6i nhin xudng no.

Mady soi day phat sang nay la gi nhi?

Maédy con mat u?
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— Mat! - t6i gao lén.

Day do thi khéng c6 mat!

Va r0i toi nhan ra nhiing vat t6i dang nhin.

Nhiing s¢i day khong phai la day.

Chuing 1a 1ii ran.
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Toi thét lén.

— Ginger! — Nat gao tit phia sau to6i. — Chting chang phai la day
ritng. Chung 1a ran!

— Chi chang biét phai lam gi bay gio nita! - t6i rén ri.

Con ran quan quanh that lung t6i budng ching ra roi treon 1én
canh tay phai caa t6i. T6i cam gidc n6 day va nham khi cham vao da
tOi.

T6i hit mot hoi thd that sau roi dat ban tay trai 1én minh con ran. N6
am am.

Toi tom chat, ¢d giat ra.

Nhung khong thé.

Con ran quan chat tay toi. D6i mat lanh 180, hung ton.

Toi cam thdy co cai gi cham vao dui. T6i nhin xuéng.

Mot con ran nita dang leo 1én ngudi toi.

MO0 hoi chay rong rong xudng tran toi.

— Ginger! Cttu em véi! — Nat rén ri. — Chting da quan khap nguoi
em.

— Chi - chi cling vay, — toi lép bép. Tdi nhin cAu em. Mit né tron
xoe day kinh hai. N6 cd giay giua d€ thoat ra.

Con ran quan quanh dui tdi quay dau lai va tron nguroc d6i mat di
ton nhin toi.

Con quan quanh tay toi si€t chat hon, siét mai cho dén lic méay
ngon tay toi sung do vi tu mau. NO rit phi phi. Tiéng rit cham rai va
dai nhu thé né 1a chaa t€ vé thoi gian trén trai dat nay.
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— Chung sap tdn cong! — Nat cat giong kinh hoang gao 1én.

T6i khong tra 10i. Toi cam thdy mot cai ludi dinh dinh da cham vao
cO toi.

Lanh léo.

Ludi chung lanh 14m.

Va day gai nhon.

T6i nham nghién mat va nin tho.

Pulng can. Xin dimng can, ti cau xin.

Mot tieng gam lam rung chuyén may bui cay xung quanh ching toi.

— Gru... grur...

Fleg nhay vot ra khoi bui cdy. N6 nhin Nat va t6i. Mom né ha to.
T6i s¢ dén cing ca nguoi.

Toi thay mat Fleg tron tron kinh ngac khi thay la ran.

— Ran Mat Doi! - né gao 16n.

Ca nguoi t6i run ban 1én, t6i kinh hoang nhin né.

Ran mat di 1a gi?

Chung tot hay xau?
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— Xin chtic mitng! Ran Mat Doi! — Fleg n6i 16n. N6 lac dau véi vé
ngo viec. — Bon may da bao khong tham dw tro choi nay ma.

May con ran quéan chit t6i hon.

T6i nhin no.

— May dang ndi gi vay? — toi hoi 16n.

— Hai muoi di€ém, tao nodi thé ddy. — Quai vat khong 16 gam gtr. —
Tao sé phai choi tich cuc hon néu khong thi may sé thang.

— Ai thém vao cai chuyén thang thua &y! — toi gao 1én. — Tao chang
thé nao thd ndi! G bon ran nay ra di

Fleg cuoi khung khuc:

— G0 u, — no bat 1én trang cuoi. May nép da gap dudi ham né phap
phong. — Day la moén hoi do.

— Bon tao biét, — Nat nai ni — G chtng ra di!

Fleg duong nhw boi roi.

— Sao lai thé? — n6 héi. — Ching né cé thé can bon may co ma.

— Tao biét! — t6i gao lén. Hay gitip bon tao, hay lam on!

Lii ran le ludi liém ma toi. Bung toi thot ca lai.

Fleg nhe rang cuoi.

— Néu ching can thi bon may sé dwoc nhan giadi thuwong Triple
Hisser, — no giai thich - tri gia sau mwoi diém.

Chiu bi cidn dé lay diém u? Tro choi that ki la!

— Quén so diém ay di! - toi rit 1én. — Go-chung-ra-mau!

Fleg nhtn vai.
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— Duoc thoi.

N6 budc vé phia toi, dat vudt lén minh con ran dang quan quanh
tay toi.

— L& ra may can phai c6 vudt d€ giai quyét nhitng vu nhw thé nay,
—no trach.

Fleg cu doc theo minh ran.

Toi cam thay con ran gian nguoi ra.

— Chung thich ct1 1am, — Fleg giai thich. N6 g& con ran ra roi quang
vao bui cay.

N6 cu con khéc r6i go khoi chan toi.
R6i n6 quay sang Nat va ciing lam tuong tu d€ g& may con ran ra.
Khi g& xong, Fleg phong ngay vao rieng.

T6i loang choang dting 1én, xoa bdp, gai khap chan tay. Toan bo co
thé t6i ngtta ngay, nhitc nhdi. Téi nhé 1a minh da gdp may con ran Ay
trong nhitng giac mo.

Fleg tho cai dau 16ng la cta n6 ra khoi dam canh cay.

— May da c6 co hoi cham dwoc tao, — no6 khiéu khich. — Kém qua.

N6 hd mdm cudi hang hac. R6i nhao vao rirng, bién mat.

Miéng toi ha héc. Tdi trirng tritng nhin né trong ndi nghi ngo.

— Cham no! — Nat kéu lén. — Gio thi em hiéu ra roi. NO nhw thé choi
Tron Tim. Luat choi qua dé Ginger a. — N6 quay mét vé phia toi. Hay
tim cach cham vao mot trong s6 nhitng quai vat roi chi sé khong la Ké
Tim ntra. Chi s€ khong con la Quai vat tit Phuwong Dong.

Nat co chan chay dudi theo Fleg.

— Doi ti d3, Nat! - tdi chay theo né. T6i giam lén vat gi d6 cung
ctng. Toi nghe tiéng kéu lao xao.
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Mot tiéng lao xao nita. T6i nhin xudng.

— Nat! Dirng lai! - t6i hét. Toi phat hién ra hon dd mau da cam bén
canh chan. T6i nhat 1én va chay dudi theo Nat. — Nay. Doi da!

T6i nhin xudng tay. Mau da cam. May ngon tay toi chuyén sang
mau da cam khi chiing cham phai hon da.

T6i ném manh hon da vao mot than cay. Nat dirng roi quay lai.
— Chi ném lam gi vay? — no hét.
— b€ em dting lai, — toi dap.

— Nghe nay, Ginger, — Nat giuc. — Chi phai cham cho bang duoc
mot trong s6 nhitng con quai vat. DAy 1a cdch duy nhat dé thang trong
tro choi nay. D€ tim duong song.

— Chi khong nghi thé, — t6i binh tinh ndi.
Nat hét léen.
— Sao chi ric roi thé? Chi cham vao ching né thoi ma?

— Khong, — t6i ndi. — Van dé khong phai l1a & chd cham dwoc vao
chung no. Cudc choi nay khong giong nhu kiéu chi em ta thuwong
choi.

Toi chi tay xudng dat.
Nat budc lai gan hon. N6 nhin theo hwéng tay toi.

N6 sttng ngwoi lai. “Cai gi vay?” —no hoi.

14

— Xuong day! — t6i khé néi. — Ca ddng xwong dong vat.

Nat va tdi nhin nhau. Ddng xuong trong rung ron trong dnh nang.
Chuing trang héu.

— C¢ thdy gi o kia nita khong? — t6i chi vao khoang dat bén canh
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dong xuwong.

— Cai gi vay? — Nat that than hoi.

— Mau nau ddy, — t6i néi. — Pam cé bén dwéi dong xuwong, ddy la
hinh vuéng mau nau.

Bira Trwa Tw Do.

Nat khong nudt noi nudce bot.

— Mot con quai vat da an no, — Nat thi thao. — Thé day.

T6i khoanh tay truedc nguec.

— Tro choi nay khong giong nhw choi tron tim, — t6i n6éi mot cach
nghiém tac. To6i chéng thé nao roi dwoc mit khoi bod xuong con vat
dang thuong kia. — Pay la tro choi cua ti than.

— Néu chuing ta thua, — Nat ndi, — Ginger a, chuing ta tim Fleg, n6 sé
giup chi em ta.

— La thé nao? - t6i hoi.

— Chung ta sé budc né gitup lan nita.

— Lam sao ta c6 thé lam dwoc diéu do?

Nat cueoi ho ca rang.

— Dé ot. Chting ta sé Itta nd, gia vo can su gitp dd, vo nhu chi bi
mot con ran khac quan hay thit gi dai loai nhu thé.

— DPuoc ddy, — tdi dap r6i tron tron mat nhu thé Fleg dang ding
canh t6i [an ntra.

Nat nam tay toi.

— Meo nay sé thanh cong ddy. Chi c hét 1én kéu ctru. Fleg sé dén
gan roi chi nhay ra cham vao nguodi né. That 1a qua dé. — Nat bat may
ngon tay kéu tanh tach.

To6i lac dau.
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— Hay quén chuyén ay di. Chi sé quay tim dong sudi d€ thoat khoi

day.

— Sao chi lai cing dau dén thé? — Nat gao lén.

— Bdi lé chi la Ke Tim! - t6i hét. — Chi la ke bon quai sé an thit.

— Em biét néu chiing ta ¢8 gang thi chting ta sé chién thang, — Nat
lap bap.

T6i hit mot hoi dai va ¢6 nén con hoang s¢ dang dang trong 1ong
nguec.

— Thoi duoc, — t6i ndi. — Thoi dugc. Thoi duoc. Chi sé c6. Ta phai
lam g1 bay gio?
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Nat ghé vao tai toi:

— Trudc tién em sé leo 1én cay, — n6 nodi. — T trén &y em sé phat
hién ra cho bon quai nap.

T6i nhin lén rtrng cay cao, ram ri vay xung quanh.

T6i nghi vé tro choi. Tat ca nhitng gi bon toi phai lam la cham vao
mot con quai vat. Bat ki mot con nao.

— Lam di, - t6i bao Nat. - Nhung dung ¢ trén dy lau qua day.

Nat quan sat d€ chon mot cay phu hop. — Cay kia, — n6 noi.

Cai cay rat cao. Canh cay ram ri chia ra xung quanh. Ngay chinh
gitta mot nhanh cay la mot mau cay cut phinh to. Nhitng chiéc la mau
vang xinh xan vuon tda tir canh cay. Cdi cAy trong that hdp dan dé
Nat leo lén.

— N6 nhiéu nhanh 1im, — Nat noi, — va dé leo nhu leo 1én mot céi
thang. Em s€ c6 thé nhin thay moi thi tir trén ngon cay.

Toi doi dwdi goc cay.

Nat dat chan vao canh thap nhat roi ruedn nguoi leo lén.
N leo tir tir, chic chin.

— Da thdy gi chua? — t6i lo lang hoi.

— Thdy mot cai to that ki la, — n6 hét véi xudng, — cé may qua tring
that 16n.

— Co6 thdy bon quai khong? — t6i hdi 16n. — Em c6 thdy chung
khong?

— Chua thay. — Nat leo cao hon. Vai gidy sau né khudt khoi tam

A
v

mat.
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— Nat! Em c6 nghe dugc giong chi khong? — toi hoi. Toi khua tay
quanh miéng gao lén. — Nat! Em & dau r6i? Tra 1oi chi di!

T6i chay vong quanh than cay, nhin qua tan la. Toi thady Nat gan
dén trén ngon.

Nat dang can than leo 1én. N6 vira roi mot canh dé€ leo lén canh cao
nhat. Ngon cay dung dwa that manh.

T6i nin tho.

C6 18 viéc leo cay khong phai la y kién dung dan.

Neéu t6i leo lén d€ tim cach cttu Nat.

— Nat! — t6i gao lén goi. C6 toi bong rat vi hét qua 16n.
— Hay can than!

Théan cay dung dwa that manh. Thoat tién nd chao nhe r6i manh dan
lén.

Nhitng mang vé cay mdc théch tir tir bong ra, roi xuéng mat dat.

Nhitng canh cay to 16n bat dau chuyén dong, bat dau udn cong
huong ngon vao gitta than cay.

Vao gitra 16i cay nho cao.
T6i nhin. Canh cay goi toi nhé lai diéu gi d6, rat quen thude.

Nhitng canh tay, t6i nghi. Nhitng mat canh cay nhw nhitng khuyu
tay. Dam 14 canh la nhittng canh tay 16n, veeon ra...

Toi dui méat. Toi dang nhin thay gi nhi?

Canh cay dang vuon vé phia Nat.

— Nat! - t6i gao.

Trén dau toi, toi thady Nat dang ding sting trén mot canh cay.

— Nat! — t6i bat lyc chay quanh gdc cay, ddm manh vao than cay.

— Nat! Xudng mau! — t6i gao. — Céi cay biét cir dong!
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Tt trén ngon cay, Nat nhin xuong,.

— Chuyén gi vay? — no hoi.

— Xudng mau! - t6i gao lén. — May canh cay.

Nhung 10i t6i da mudn.

M4y canh cay bén trén da quan lay tay Nat, kéo nghiéng nguoi no.
T6i thay né ding duc ra vi kinh hoang.

Nhitng canh cay khac tir tir qudp vao.

Cham dén va quan chat no.

— Ginger! — Nat gao lén. — Cttu em vil!

Kinh hoang, toi nhin lén hai canh cay thap hon dang di chuyén vé
phia Nat. M@y canh trén cao chuyén né xuéng nhitng canh thap.

Nhitng canh thap quén 1ay no, gitr chat.

That khong thé nao tudng tuong ndi! Téi tham nhi. Chang thé hinh
dung dugc! Chan Nat lo lttng trong khong khi. N6 vung chan da loan
xa vao dam canh 1a.

— Tha tao ra! Tha tao raaaaa!

Thém nhiéu canh cay nita quap vao, gitt né chat hon.
Vai nhanh cao qua mat né va dap vao lung no.
Chung chuyén Nat xudng.

Chuyén xudng thap hon vao chinh gitra than cay.
Noi c6 canh cay ram ri.

Noi ¢6 nhitng canh tay khoe manh nhat caa cay.

Nat gao thét. N6 giay giua. May canh cay vwon ra quan 1ay chan no.
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Khong con 10i d€ leo 1én ctru nd. Cac canh cay dang di chuyén
manh. Tham chi may canh cay nho tuy khong cham duwoc dén Nat
nhung cling quap nguoc trd 1én, tao thanh chiéc t6 chang chit 14 canh
bao quanh.

Trong luc t6i bat luc ding nhin, nhitng canh cady ram an Nat vao
gitra.

N6 bién mat!

— Ctu véi! - Tiéng goi nghen ngao ctia n6 vang xuong. — Ginger,
no6 sap nuodt em roi!

Toi phai lam gi do, phai kéo no ra cho bang dugc, phai cttu dita em
khoi cai cay an thit ngwoi.

Nhung bang cach nao?

Chung toi da thoat khoi bon ran, thi cting phai thoat khoi cai cay
nay. Gia ma...

Ra thé day!

To6i nay ra moét y tuwong dién ro. Nhung chac no sé cé tac dung.

Néu cai cay la sinh thé song thi han né phai c6 tinh cam, t6i nghi.

Va néu nd c6 cam xuc thi chac nd thich bi cu, nhw céi 1t ran ay!

— Ginger! Hay cttu em! — tiéng gao ctia Nat yéu dan.

T6i biét minh khong con nhiéu thoi gian.

T6i lao vao than cay. Mot cai canh xda xudng vo toi.

T6i nhay lui lai, cao nhe nhe vao than cay va cai dau tranh cai canh
cay cd vO toi.

Cai cay c0 dudi toi di trong lic nuot cau em t6i, nhung toi cai thap
nguoi tranh ddm 1a canh dwéi thap ctia né.

R6i toi dua tay cu vao 16p vo xu xi.
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Cl bang mot tay réi ca hai tay.

Co6 phai c6 su rung minh khong nhi? Cé that la cdi cay da rung
minh?

Hodc toi chi tedong tugng ra thoi?

Lam on! To6i cau xin trong long. Lam on. Lam on. Xin hay tha em tdi ra!
To6i dung ca hai tay cu that luec.

— Nat! — t6i gao lén. — Nat! C6 nghe tiéng chi khong?

Im lang.

— Nat! Nat!

Khong co tiéng tra 1oi.
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T6i khong bo cudce. Téi ct manh hon.

Than cay bat dau gian giat.

La cay chung ra va rung xudng. Chung roi trén toc va canh tay toi
khi t6i ¢t cit mai vao than cay.

Toi cu cat luc. Than cay c& ndy nay bén duwdi may ngon tay toi.

To6i nhin lén. Giay cua Nat da nho ra khoi dam 1a.

R6i chan né. Tay nd. Mt nd.

Canh cay dang lac I, rung rung, chao dao.

Nat vung thoat ra. N6 chuyén tir canh nay xudng canh khac. Ky xao
leo cay ctia né dwgc tan dung toi da!

— Mau lén! — t6i hét giuc no. — Chi khong thé cu n6 dwoc lau dau,
nhay di!

Nat trugt xudng theo than cay.

— Khiép qua! — Nat gao lén. N6 buong than cdy, nhay ao vao
khoang khong. N6 ding xudng gan bén toi.

— Cha, duoc day! Ginger!

Toi chop tay no, hai chi em chay xa cai cay.

Nat phti may céi 14 va canh cay nho bam trén dau.

— Em da nhin thdy bon quai!

T6i can can mdi. Cai cay da lam t6i quén khuay di tro choi chét chéc
ay.

— Em thay ba con, — Nat ké. — Fleg, Spork va mot con c6 cai dudi
ram. O déng kia kia. — N6 chi tay vé phia bén phai.
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— Chuang dang lam gi? — t6i hoi.

— Ca bon dang ndp sau mot tang d4 xam 1én. Chj c6 thé dé dang
cham chung.

— Duwoc r6i, - t6i qua quyét ndi. — Ta di thoi.

— Chi sé 1am dwoc diéu do. — Doi mit den ctia Nat nhin t6i. — Em
biét chi co thé.

Nat dan dwong. Chiing t6i cham rai bo qua ring tién vé phia hon
da.

Phia trudc, &nh nang mo nhat va khong khi lanh 180 hon. Tdi biét
troi sap tdi. Chang may nita, mat troi sé khuat han sau cay liéu Gulla.

To6i hy vong minh con du thoi gian.

— Tang d4 kia r6i! — Nat thi tham.

Toi thdy mot vat dat trdng nho gitta riing cay. Ngay chinh gitta vat
dat &y, mot tang da xdm nhd cao trén mit dat bang phang.

Hon d4 16n dén ndi du dé€ nap ca ta quai vat.

Nhip tim t6i don nhanh.

— Em sé nap dang sau cay bap cai nay, — Nat noi.

N6 chui vao bui cai bap. Téi budc theo. Toi chua chuan bi tinh than
dé€ mot minh d6i mat véi quai vat.

Toi cui xudng budc lai day giay d€ cO lam giam bét con hoi hop
dang qudn lén trong bung.

— Chi cham vao chung, — Nat thi tham.

— bi voi chi, — toi ra no.

Nat lac dau.

— Neéu hai chi em cung di thi sé gay thém tiéng dong, — nd noi. —
Chi di m6t minh thi 6n hon.
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T6i biét ndé ndi dung.

Ngoai ra t6i tham nht cong viéc dé ot Ay ma. L quai nap sau tang
da khong biét t6i dang dén gan. Nhiing gi toi phai lam la chi can cham
dwgc mot con. Toi cam thdy run run vi hdo hiec. Toi c6 thé lam duoc
diéu do.

ROi tro choi sé cham dét. Chung t6i s€ binh yén.

T6i hit mot hoi thd sau, rdi thi tham, s&n sang ca chwa, tao di tim
day.

Toi bo vé phia tang da. Toi li€c nhin lai. Nat nho dau 1én khoi cay
cai bap, dwa ngdn tay cai khich 1& toi.

Chi vai budc, toi dén bén tang da. Toi nin thé.

Tang da xam sttng sttng triedc mat toi.

T6i vieon tay. Mdy ngén tay run ray vi hoi hop.

T6i nhay chom ra sau tang da.

— Ha. Am, - t6i gao lén. - May la Dta Tim.
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— Ua?

Tay toi quét vao khoang khong.

Chung da bo di!

Chang con con quai vat nao ca ma chi c6 mot déng day bi rai ngon
ngang trén mat dat.

T6i dui mat ngac nhién r6i budc vé phia truede tang da. Ciing khong
con quai vat. Chung da bo di.

— Nat! - t6i goi. — Nat!

Nat tién vé phia tang da.

— C6 chuyén gi vay?

— Chang c6 gi. Chtng di ca ri, — t6i bao no. — Ta lam gi bay gio

— Khong phai 18i ctia em, — Nat lau bau.

T6i nhin no r6i cam thdy hoan toan that vong va s hai.

Mot lan gié manh thoc téi. Toi nhin 1én bau troi. Mau nzfmg nhat
dan. Mat troi sap lan.

Ngurc toi thot lai trong con tuyét vong.

— Khong con hi vong nira r6i, — toi 1am bam.

Nat lac dau.

— Chi co biét chung ta can lam gi khong? — né hoi.

— Khong biét. Cai gi vay?

— Chung ta can vach mot ké hoach khac.

T6i bat cuoi. Nat that 1a ngoc nghéch!

N¢ tyra lung vao tang da va chun chun muai.
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— Nhung tang da nay thudc loai da gi nhi? — né hoi.
— Mot tang dé bi hiém, — toi dap.

Nat quan sat tang da khong 106.

— (6 cdi gl dang moc trén tang d4, — n6 ndi.

— Nhung chd c6 cham vao do, — toi nhéc nho.

Nhung bao Nat ding lam thi cé khac nao xui né lam cho bang
duoc.

N6 dut ngén tay vao cdi 16 cua tang da.

Tang da rung chuyeén.

Mot vét niet xuat hién trén dinh r6i chay doc xudng.

NO rut nhanh tay ve.

— Chuyén gi thé nay? — t6i hét.

Tt trong tang d4, mot lan khéi trang boc 1én.

AMMMMMMM!

Nat va toi dua tay bit tai va nhay lui lai.

Tiéng nd rén vang twra nghin qua phao hoa nd cung mot luc.

Khéi xdm khong ngot tudn ra tur tang da.

T6i khoé nhin thay Nat. Téi bat dau ho. Mat t6i cay xe.

Khoéi dang day ddc vat dat chung toi ding roi tir tir toa 1én cac ngon
cay. Lat sau, né nhat dan.

R6i toi thay Fleg da dung trong vat dat.

Spork ké bén né, dang gai gai cai hdc mat sdu hoam ctia né.

Mot con quai khac xuat hién r6i mot con nita. Ching nhin Nat va
t6i cham cham.

— May da cham Vién Dd Tir Hinh, — Fleg gao lén.
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Nat dich sat vao nguoi toi.

— Ha?

Fleg gat dau vdéi quai vat ¢é cai dudi bu xu:

— Tém 1dy no, Gleeb — Fleg ra lénh.

Mom Gleeb mim chit. Mat né 16i ra. N6 viton nguoi chop tay Nat.

— Khoan da! Hay dung lai! — t6i hét. — Nat khong biét day la Vién
Da Tir Hinh.

— Khéng cong bang! Khong dep! — Nat gao lén.

Bon quai phét 1o phan ddi cua chung toi.

Gleeb chop 1ay Nat, nhdc cao 1én trong khong trung.

— Ta di thoi, Gleeb gam gtr.

Gleeb gift Nat can bang trén hai tay. R6i n6 gia vo lam roi Nat.

Nat ru len.

Gleeb va bon quai nhe nhitng cai mém gdm ghiéc cta chung ra cwoi
ho hd va vo vo may ban tay 16ng 14 vao nhau.

— Dung lai! - toi hét. — Tha no ra!

— Nao, cling di! - bon quai dong thanh gao 1én. Chtng lai vo tay. -
Ta di nao! Ta di nao! — chiing ngan nga.

T6i nhin Fleg:
— Bao no tha em tao xudng!

— No da cham Vién Dd Tiwr Hinh, — Fleg giai thich. — N6 phai chiu
hinh phat cia minh.

— Nhung bon tao khong biét luat ay, — t6i phan ddi. — Bon tao
chang hé biét hét nhitng luat 1é ki quéi ciia bon may. Diéu nay that bat
cOng.

Tdi c6 chop doi chan dang ling lo cuia Nat.
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— DPua tao xem tay may nao, — Fleg bao. N6 chop tay toi va dua lén
sat mat. No quan sat long ban tay.

— Nhitng mau doat Biém-co-ban! — nd thot 1én lic nhin tay toi. —
Nam muwoi diém r6i ddy. May khong thé qua méat duoc tao dau. Trudce
day may da ting choi tro nay. Ro rang la may da hiéu luat.

To6i nhin ban tay. Mau sap vang bam tir cay gay. Mau xanh dinh ttr
la ctia cay hinh chiéc 6. Mau da cam t&r hon da. Chung la mau doat
biém-co-ban w?

— Nhung... nhung... — t6i lap bap. — Tao khong chu dinh boi
nhiing mau &y lén tay. Chung bam béi sy tinh co.

Fleg va Spork nhin nhau.
— Di thoi, — Fleg ra lénh va phay tay ra hiéu cho Gleeb.

Gleeb vat Nat qua vai va budc theo Fleg vao rimg. Nhitng con khac
budc theo.

— Ginger! — Nat rén ri khi con quai vat dua no di.
Toi chay theo ching va cam thay bat luc hoan toan.

— Durng lai! Bon may dwa n6 di dau? — toi rit 1én. — Bon may sé€ lam
\ /4 ?
g1 no:
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T6i bam sat chung xudng con duong rong ngon ngang nhing tang
da 1on.

Nhitng Vién Da Tir Hinh w?

To6i ding gitta duwong tranh khong cham vao chung.

Bon quéi dimng lai tredc cdng dan xudng mot duong ham. N6 dwoc
duc tr moét tang da khong 16 nhat ma t6i tirng thay trong doi. Chung
cui dau va voi va budc vao bén trong.

Toi buoc theo, tim dap thinh thinh.

— Ginger! — Tiéng gao cta Nat vang vang trong duong ham.

Bon quai vat gam gtr, [au bau va o oe vi bi kich dong.

Vai con cam phap vudt vao duong ham lic vuot qua.

Moi thit chao ddo. Cac birc twong, tran ham va ca mat dat.

— Nat! — toi gao 16n. Tai chang thé nao nhan ra duoc giong minh
béi nhitng tiéng dong am am ay.

T6i theo sau bon quai ra khoi duong ham va tién vao vat dat trong
rong khac.

— Cai gi kia? — t6i héi.

Ngay gitta vat dat, mot cai hop gd khong 16 duoc treo trén mot canh
cay. Trong n6 nhu thé mot chiéc chuéng chim 1én. T6i nhin thdy mot
cai ctta nho. Mot cai bang dinh trén ctra v6i dong chit: LONG TU
HINH.

Gleeb nang Nat lén cao. N6 chia Nat cho ca bon quai cung ngam roi
xoay tron, xoay tron.

Nat thét lén.
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Spork va 1t quai chép chép miéng va vo tay.
— KHONG! - t6i hét. — Bon may khong dugc lam nhw thé.

— N6 phai bi quang vao hop, — Fleg tuyén bd. — N6 da cham vao
Vién Dd Tir Hinh. Day la luat.

Gleeb nhét Nat vao trong Léng Tir Hinh. N6 cai chat ctra. Fleg dut
mot canh cay 16n qua cai chot dé€ khoa chat ctra.

Nat gao qua ké ho cua cac tam van.

— Ginger! Hay ctru em ra khoi day!

Chiéc hop Tt Hinh dung dua trong khong khi.

— Dung s¢! Nat! — toi hét. — Chi sé citu em! — Tdi rung minh bdi
nhan ra kho co6 thé thuc hién dwoc 101 hita. Con Nat thi qua nho bé va
yéu 6t.

— Bon may khong thé git em tao & d6 mai duoc — t6i bao Fleg. —
Khi nao no sé duoc tha ra?

— Khi bon tao an thit no, — Fleg lanh lung noi.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



20

— Nhung tao méi la Quai vat tit Phuwong Pong, — toi phan doi — Bon
may bao chi c6 thé &n thit moi tao. — Toi tién lai gan Fleg hon.

— Nhiing ké bi nhét trong Long Tw Hinh cting bi an thit. — Fleg dau
dai mé ra miét thi. — Dling c6 bao 1a may quén nhé. Ai cling biét diéu
d6. Day la luat co ban.

— Thé thi phai ¢ cach d€ cu né ra chi, — toi ndi lic nhich lai gan
hon.

— Chi khi nao no an thit dwgc mot con Nhén Doc Ty Do Tau Thoat,
— Fleg néi. N6 gai gai duedi cam.

— Ha? N6 phai nu6t mot con Nhén Doc? — t6i hoi réi nhich lai gan
quai vat hon.

Fleg nheo mat.

— Diing ¢6 vo 1a khong biét diéu do, — né noi, roi bat dau lang xa.

T6i nhay chom vao bd nguc 1ong 14 caa Fleg.

T6i vo that manh vao ngudi né.

— May Tim! — t6i gao Ién trong niém han hoan chién thang,

— Tao 1ay lam ti€c, — n6 binh tinh ndi. — Tao tam dirng cudc choi.
Cti cham vira r6i khong dwoc tinh.

— Khong! - toi hét lén. - May khong thé! May khong dwgc doi luat
choi.

— Tao khong doi! Luat la vay day! — Fleg véi lén kiém tra cai chot
khoa ctra I6ng Nat. N6 da cai chit.

— Hay ¢0 lan ntra, — Spork gam gtr. — May ludn con co héi dé€ cd
mot [an nira.
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Bon quai gat dau dong y. Chiung lau bau va xuyt xoa boi kich dong.
Chang dang cam thdy phan khoi. Ching chay tan khai vat dat.

— Ginger! — Nat gao lén. N6 ddm da loan xa cai hop. — Cttu em ra
khoi day maul!

T6i tuyét vong nhin né. Toi khong thé nao véi téi duoc trén ay.

N6 ghé qua khe hd nhin xudng t6i. Mai téc mau hat dé cua nd ru
xudng mat.

— Hay lam cdi gi d6 nhanh di, — nd nai ni.

— Chi sé thtr thém Ian niva, — toi dap.

Day la 16i thoat duy nhat.

— Em c0 thdy ching ¢ dau khong? — t6i hoi véi lén. — Chang di theo
16i nao?

Nat chi tay:

— Em thay vai con dang ndp & dang kia.

— Chi sé quay lai, — t6i htta, — sau khi cham dugc mot dira trong
bon ching.

Toi 6 gitt vé giong that tu tin. Gia ma 10i noi cua t6i thanh sy that
nhi!
— Nhanh lén! — Nat giuc.

Mot con gié manh thoi qua vung dét trong 16m chém d4, dung dwa
cai Iong. Nat quy gdi, khom nguoi xudng.

Tbi liéc nhin né lan cudi trude lac chay di.

Nhitng cai béng nga dai trén mat dat. Téi nhin bau troi. Mau da
cam da chuyén sang mau hong dam, da gan toi.

T6i lao nhanh vao ring ram.

Xung quanh, dudi 16p 1a cay toi c6 thé nghe tiéng con trung ram
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ran. Nhu thé chung dang voi vé nha kéo sg troi toi.
Vé nha. Chung sé duogc an toan.

Con gi6 thoi ao qua ring cay. Toi vap va gan nhu nga nhao 1én bui
cay ban thiu.

Rung cay dang nudt ching t6i. Thoi gian dang dudi theo toi.

Nhung toi da phat hién ra mot con quai vat ndp bén canh bui cay
tan 14 hinh chiéc 6. Vai né nho cao. Dau no khé gat 1én gat xuong.

Trong no co ve nhu dang ngu.

Co hoi cua minh day roi, t6i nghi.

Toi tir tir tién vé phia nd. Quai vat trd minh.

Toi dirng lai. Nin tho.

N6 lai ndm yén. Chac 1a né tré minh trong gidc ngt.

Pay roi, t6i nghi, co hdi cia minh day roi. Chi 1at ntra thoi, nd sé la
Quai vat tit Phuong Dong.

Toi xOng tdi. R6i ding chét tran.

Mat dat chao dao.

Quanh t6i chang c6 gi.

Chi toan khong khi.

T6i khuyu xudng, d6 nhao xudng, roi... roi... roi...

Khoéng... khong... khong...

Miéng toi khong ngot gao 1én.
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To6i nga vat ra mat dat.

Danh huych moét phat.

Khong khi trao ra khoi phoi.

Vai to6i dap manh 1én hon da nhon cténg.

Toi cat tieng thét dau dén. Tay chan té dai.

T6i c6 hit thd that sau, ding day nhin quanh.

T6i qua. Toi chang thé nhin thay gi ca.

Thé'la hét, toi nghi. Cudc choi da cham dut.

— E - ¢ ai & kia khong? — toi goi. — Cé ai nghe tiéng toi khong?

Toi dung lai doi cau tra 101, bat ¢t cau tra 1oi nao.

Im lang.

T6i 1é chan budc di. Vai t6i nhitc nhdi. Téi van ngwoi may lan dé
lung do te.

Toi dua tay ra va so phai nhitng btrc twong xung quanh pha day
bui. T6i da roi xudng mot cai hd sau. Cai hd nguoi ta dao dé bay thu.

Bay gio t6i 1a con thti bi sa bay.

T6i luwdt nhanh tay 1én may btc tuong. May ra t6i co thé tim dugc
cai gi d€ bam vao, d€ tim cach leo lén.

A! Cai gi thé nay?

Tay toi cham phai céi gi lanh lanh nho ra khoi thanh ho.

Thu hét can dam, t6i so né mot lan nita. N6 cung cliing trong tay toi.
A, mot céi ré cay, toi tho phao.

N6 khong ctt dong.
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To6i lan tay cao lén theo vach hd. Re cay dam ra tua taa tie bén dwéi
cho dén qua tam véi cua t6i. On roi!

T6i nhac chéan, dap manh vao cai re thadp nhat. N6 chiu noi.

Twa nhitng bac thang! Toi c6 thé bam vao leo 1én khai ho.

Hai tay toi véi nam may cai re trén cao. T6i du nguoi lén. T6i nghe
may cai re cay kéu rang rac.

T6i ti sat nguoi vao bo tuong, dat 1o ra roi ao ao, phu xudng ca mat
toi. Toi nham nghién mat, doi 16p dat roi hét. R6i tim thay cai re tiép
theo, t6i bam 18y, nhich dan lén.

To6i con dwgc bao nhiéu thoi gian nita? Bao lau ntta mat troi sé lan?

Vai toi nhirc nhoi. Nhung t6i da truon 1én dugc kha xa. Toi twa vao
bo hd nghi mot lat roi ti€p tuc leo 1én.

Phut!

Cai ré dudi chan phai cua tdi gdy cup xudng. Chan t6i lo Iteng trong
khong gian.

Phurt!

Cai ré trong tay phai toi tudt ra.

A! Téi hét 16n khi lai bi roi xudng.

T6i nga ram xudng ddy hd. T6i nam bat dong mot 14t roi tir tir hit
tho.

T6i nhin 1én. Bau troi mo mo, hong hong hién ra trén miéng ho.

Anh nang mo nhat, t6i nhin quanh. Tdi thay m4y cai ré vo tich su
roi nam trén day hé. T6i nhin ki xudng.

O, khong.

Anh néang roi xudng toi.

Mat dat mau nau.
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Va co6 hinh vuong.
Mot hinh vudng Bira Triwea Tw Do.

T6i bi mac bay. Bi bay trong hinh vuéng Bita Trua Ty Do. Bon quéi
o thé an thit toi, bat c Itic nao chung muodn.

T6i thot tim vi so bdi nghe tiéng nhiing budc chan ram rap phia trén
kia. Toi co nguedi vao goéc hd. Ep sat nguodi vao 16p bui ban.

— Day nay! - toi nghe Fleg gao. — N6 roi xudng day nay.
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Fleg hién ra trén miéng hd. Cai cam Idng thdng ctia n6 x& xudng.
Mat né dan vao mat toi.

— May day r6i! —n6 gam lén.

Spork chom dén bén canh Fleg. N6 nhe rang cwoi va nhéu nudce bot
mau vang xudng, 1ap lanh bén canh giay toi.

— Duwéi ay c6 mui gi ngon nhi! — Spork gao vang. — Tao déi qua!

Gleeb 160 by mat 16ng 14 ctia no6 ra gitta mat Fleg va Spork.

NO liém li€ém moi. Toi nghe bao t né s6i am am.

— Keét thuc! — Spork gam 1én. — L6i n6 1én! Bon ta sé chén thit nd!

To6i dua tay len che mat.

— Xin dtng hai tao, — tdi kéu 1én. — Tao chang lam gi hai bon may
ca.

Fleg nhtn vai:

— May da chdp nhan choi. C6 lac may thang. C6 khi may thua.

Spork va Gleeb tho vudt xudng hd. Mdy cai vudt nhon quét qua
ngwoi toi. Toi ép sat nguoi hon vao tuong.

— Lam on, — tdi van xin. — Lam on di di va d€ tao yén. Bon may
thang r6i. Pugc chua? Bon may c6 thé 13y hét diém cua tao.

— biém khong thé dem cho dugc, — Fleg cau nhau. - May biét diéu
do6 ma.

Mady con khac gam g to vé dong y. Ching dwa tay tom toi.

Mat tdi nhin quanh hd.

Toi can tim mot cai gi d6 dé lam v khi.
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Ré cay w?

Toi giéng mot cai ré 16n 1én khoi 16p bui.

— Lui lai! - tdi quat va quat cdi ré vao vudt cta chung.

Bon quai vd vao lung nhau va cudi cai diéu kinh tom cta chung.

— Bon may sé phai an han ddy, — t6i doa.

T6i dang dua chang? Céi ré cay tham hai nay chang thé nao lam
chung dau. Ching nhéan ra diéu dé. Toi dang la Quai vat tt Phuwong
Pong. To6i la mén an toi.

Fleg ctii xudng ho va gam vang. Vudt no chi cach mat toi mot ti ti.

To6i quat manh.

Vuot nod quo qua gay toi. Toi cam thay thit da bi xudc.

T6i nhay tranh. Long trén tay toi dung hét ca lén.

Gid ma minh c6 thé chui xudng dat nhu mot con giun, t6i nghi.

Vuot cuia Fleg quét qua quét lai truedec mat toi:

— Dung tron niva, — n6 hét. —- May chi lam bon tao d6i thém.

— That la bat cong! — toi hét.

N6 quay sang Spork va Gleeb:

— Tao da mét qua roi, — n6 phan nan. — Nhuong bo thé dua roi.

D6i mit tron nguoc cua nod gian dit nhin toi.

— Bat 1dy né! — né gam.

Spork ctii xudng chop canh tay toi. To6i cam thdy vudt né cam vao
da thit toi. No 16i tdi 1én va gitt chat chan toi.

Thé 1a hét, t6i buon ba nghi. Cudc choi da chdm dut.
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Mot ddm may bong bay qua trén dau, téa béng xuéng miéng hd.

Fleg hti 1én. N6 vo vao céi tran rong cta no:

— Phuc sinh tir Bong May! — N6 gao 1on.

Spork thu vudt lai, budng toi ra.

T6i lai roi xuong dat, khuyu goi.

— Phuc sinh tir Béng Mdy! — Spork gao 1on.

— Phuc sinh tir Bong May! — Gleeb lap lai.

T6i ding day. Giong noéi gian dit ctia bon quai lam dau t6i dau
nhttc.

Chting giam chan am am.

— Co chuyén gi vay? — toi hoi.

— May binh yén, — Spork déap, xi xi mii to6 vé cam tirc — Lan nay.

Con s6ng u? Toi thd phao nhe nhom.

— May dwoc Phuc sinh tww Bong May, — Fleg giai thich. — Bon tao
khong thé an thit may. Day 1a luat tw do. Nhung may chi cd thé sk
dung né mét lan thoi.

Mot Tan da qua du, toi chi hi vong thé. T6i sé khong doi nao choi tro
nay nita.

— Lan nay bon tao phai tha may ra, — Fleg cau nhau. — Nhung may
van con la Quai vat ttr Phrong Dong.

— May van phai cham mot ai do truedc Idc mat troi ldn, — Spork néi.

Gleeb tho dai ti€c ré. Ba con quai vat quay vao ring.

— Bon tao di ngay day, — Fleg xudng lén.
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— Khoan da! - t6i giam giam chan. — Lam sao tao ra khoi noi day?
Tao lam sao ¢6 thé cham duoc bon may co chit mot khi van c ngoi
duwdi cai hd nay?

Fleg tron tron mat. Nhung né cti xudng, dua chan &n vao phién da
mau tia trén mat dat gan miéng ho.

Pay hd kéu cot ket.

ROi tr tir nang lén, nang lén.

Cudi cung sau khi giat manh mot cai, né ding lai cach mat dat
chttng vai mét.

T6i 6 thé nhin thay mat ca chan qudi vat. Téi c6 thé thdy may con
bo mau den béng dang bo trong 16ng né. To6i cue ki cang thang. Liéu
day cé phai la meo ltra g1 khong? Toi co6 thuwc su khong bi an thit
khong?

— Tao van can sy gitp d& dé leo 1én khoi day. — To6i bao Fleg.

Fleg an vao phién da tim lan ntra.

San ho lai di chuyén. Lan nay né diing ngang véi mat dat.

To6i nhay khoi hinh vudng Bita Trwa Tw Do. Bon quai vay quanh toi.

— Mt troi sap lan 16i, — Fleg canh béo. — Cudc choi sap két thiic roi
day.

— May khdng con nhiéu thoi gian ntta dau — Spork phu hoa.

Fleg mim moi r6i quay di.

— Chtic may man, — Spork chao 16n khi voi lao theo Fleg. Gleeb
cting bam theo. Chung chay lui vao duong ham da.

— Doi da! - t6i gao 1én. To6i doc hét stic chay theo chung.

T6i lao vao dwong ham da. Toi c6 thé nghe tiéng bon quai o trude
mat. Ching gam gur va khuc khdc, cao manh vuét vao bo da tao nén
nhiing tiéng rit khét let.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



T6i thay chung lao ra khoi miéng ham phia bén kia. Chung tan ra.
Mbi con chay mot hudng.

T6i nén chay theo hudng nao? T6i hiéu minh khong dwgc d€ phi
thoi gian. To6i bam theo Fleg.

N6 thoat an thoat hién gitta nhitng than cay. N6 nhay mot budc qua
may bui cay.

Toi hon hén, co bam theo.

Fleg sai dai chan.

Chay nhanh hon, nhanh hon.

Gio thi toi kho c6 thé theo kip. T6i dang hut hoi.

— Doi da! - toi tuyét vong kéu lén. — Doi da!

Fleg li€c nhin qua vai. N6 bién mat vao ring. To6i khong dudi theo
nita. Treéc mat, bau troi chuyén sang mau tim. Chang may nita, van
vat sé chim vao bong toi.

T6i nhin quanh, trong tuyét vong, c6 tim ra bong mdt con quai vat
dé cham vao no.

— Hu, hu! O day nay! - t6i nghe tiéng goi.

Toi quay lai.

Spork. N6 vay vay tay gifta hai céi cay cao.

Tbi lao vé phia nd.

Spork nhay 16m nhom trén con dudng ngoan ngoeo. Tdi bam theo.

T6i con biét lam gi khac?

Bat thinh linh, t6i vap phai hon da va nga lan xudng dat.

To6i c6 guong diung lén. Riing cay xung quanh toi hoan toan yén
tinh.

Khoéng con béng dang mot con quai vat nao nira.
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T6i mudn hét 1én! Roi t6i da hét.

— Fleg! Spork! Gleeb! Bon may & dau? Toi gao 1on. Lam thé nao toi
co thé cham dwoc chiing ch? Tham chi t6i chwa tim ra dwgc chang?

Mat t6i nhin khap vung.

Cai gi kia? Toi hoi hop.

A! Mot cai dau 16ng 1a mau xanh! N6 nhd 1én sau bui cay.

Tay toi vieon ra.

— Cham nay! - toi reo lén — May la...
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— Oi chao! — Quai vat bé xiu vung tay loan xa.

Quai vat nhoc con! Quai vat duy nhét cao chuwa dén mot mét. Qua
nho dé cé thé tham dw cudc choi.

That bat cong! Toi nghi.

Hi vong cta toi, mot [an nira, voi tan.

To6i nhat hon da va gian dit ném vao ring.

— Bon may ¢ dau? - toi hét. — Hay 10 mat ma choi!

Quaéi vat nhdc con vo tay va gam gir véi vé hanh phtc.

T6i nhin nd. Tai sao nd lai ditng day mot minh?

RO1i t0i chot hiéu ra. Di nhién.

Chic chin phai co mot con quai vat khac ¢ bén canh. Mot con cao
hon mot mét, du khon dé€ gitt con quéi nhoc.

Mot con t0i c6 thé cham vao.

T6i quan sat ki vung dét, kiém tra ting bui cay, hon da. To6i sé phai
dén tt phia sau chung.

Hit mot hoi thd sau, toi nhon chan nhe nhang di vao rimg, ding lai
xem xét k§ sau moi tang da.

Réc. Chan toi giam 1én mot canh cay
To6i ding im va doi.

Lang nhu to.

To6i budc toi.

T6i can than lang nghe.

Lang nhu to.
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T6i bo toi. Mot con phai ¢ dau day.

Nhung o dau?

R6i toi nghe mot tiéng dong.

Tiéng [am bam.

T6i bo ra sau bui cay va Ian titng ti vé phia phat ra tiéng dong. Am
thanh phat ra ttt sau mot tang da to 1on la lung.

T6i ghé mat nhin.

Spork!

bung! Spork ding sau tang da 1dm bam mot minh. N6 gai gai vét
seo dai trén mui.

T6i c6 thé dé dang cham no.

Nhung ngo nho day la vién da t& hinh khac?

N6 ¢6 boc khoéi khong?

T6i khong mudn bi cam tu1 trong cai [ong treo lung lang trén khong.

Giong nhw Nat. Nat that dang thuong.

T6i hit mot hoi thd that sau nira va nhich dan t6i. Spork quay lai
nhin canh ring phia sau no.

— Nhoc con, —no6 goi. — May o dau?

T6i nam dan xudng dat, cho doi.

Tim t6i dap nghe 16 mon mot. Toi thu ngwdi nam im. Spork khong
roi khoi cho cta no. N6 tho dai va lai 1am bam.

Chi ba budc nira 1a toi c6 thé cham dwoc né.

Hai budc nira.

To6i quét tay qua tran. Mot budce.

Spork khong biét toi da ¢ sau lung né. That tuyét.
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T6i vo manh vao ngwoi no.
— May Tim! - t6i gao lon.

Spork do ngudi ra trong con kinh ngac. Hai tay né giat ban 1én troi.
T6i nghi né sap stra ngat!

— Tao da cham dwoc! Tao da cham dwgc! — toi hanh phtc hét to.

Spork gam gt r6i nhdm cao nguredi. N6 ctii nhin tdi. N6 chang t vé
thua cudc. Nhung ro rang n6 da bi téi cham trung.

— May Tim! — t8i nhac lai. — May la Quai vat tit Phuwong Dong!

Spork lo dang dua vudt 1én gai vao hdc mat.

T6i rung minh. Chang 18 Spork lai khong tuan theo luat choi?

— Tao ldy lam ti€c, — Spork diu dang ndi. — Khong phai [an nay.

— Nay! - t6i thot lén gian dt — May phai gitr dung luat choi ch¢! RS
rang la tao da cham dwoc may!

Spork nhin t6i nhw thé t6i 1a mot dién vién hai.
C6 chuyén gi khong on.

Nhung la cai gi? Cai gi nhi?

Tai sao nd chéng noi toac ra?

Moi Spork cong cén bdi nu cuoi xau xi.
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— May cham tao ¢ phia tay, — Spork thi tham — N6 khong duoc tinh
dau.

T6i cam thady mau néng don lén mat.

— That bat cong! Tao da cham trung may! Tao da cham trung may!
— Toi gao léen ke €.

Spork nhtn vai.

— May phai cham tao tit hwéng dong. Da nhé ki chua? — d6i mat ti
hi cua Spork gan nhu bién mat trong tiéng cuwoi ngat nghéo. — May
hay dang con la Quai vat tte Pheong Dong.

Toi rén ri.

Sao toi lai ¢6 thé quén nhi? Pdy la luat quan trong nhat clia cudc

choi. Lam sao t6i c6 thé biét dwoc dau la hudéng dong? Khi ma tham
chi, tdi chang thé nao nhin thay dwoc mit troi?

Pau toi ong ong. Nguoi toi ra roi. Toi dau don va gian di.
Spork ding gan d6, toan than rung lén boi diéu cwoi lang 1.
T6i nhin 1én bau troi dang t6i dan.

Doi mot lat nira nhé!

T6i leo 1én tang da. Mat troi dang lan sau lung toi. Day la hudng
tay. Triedc mat toi la hudng dong.

T6i quan sat Spork. Khong cé Fleg bén canh, con quai vat to xac nay
it hung ton, nhu thé chang ac doc chit nao.

Hon ntta, né duwoc chi dinh cham nom thang nhdoc quai. Va chuyén
gi da xay ra nhi? N6 da d€ quai nhdc 1an di dau mat.

Bay gio nd lai dang ban cwoi bdi sy nham lan caa toi, no thuc sw
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quén bang toi.

— Nay, Spork, — tdi goi. — Bay gio may ¢ mudn choi mot trong s
cac tro choi cua tao khong?

— Nhung chting ta van dang choi tro nay, — Spork chot nhé.

— Ta tam dung lai. DAu sao, né that chan ngé’t, co phai khong? — toi
hoi. — Trd choi ctia tao hdp dan hon nhiéu.

Spork cao vao hoc mat noi con mit da mat, 16i ra con ran mau den
to tuéng réi quang di.

— Tro choi ctia may tén la gi?

— Dong Ciing, — t6i dap nhanh.

Nat va Pat thich choi tro nay.

— Bon ta sé quay tron roi khi tao hd dung lai thi ca hai dtta ding
im, xem dtta nao gift dwoc thang bang, dita nao bi nga.

— Nghe vui that nhi, — Spork dong y. — Sao ta lai khong choi co
chi?

— Vay thi bat dau. — tdi néi. — Ta lam thit xem. Nao, xoay! — toi thét.
Ca t6i 1an no bat dau xoay.

Ti liéc nhin Spork. Hai tay n6 vung ra khi quay tron.

— Nhanh ntta! - t6i giuc. — Nhanh ntta di!

Spork quay vu vu nhu thé mot cai chong chéng.

Pudi né quét rao rao vao mdy bui cay. Toi phai nhay ra xa d€ tranh.
Spork bat dau chéng mat.

— Nao, cudc choi, bit diu!

Spork nhu thé€ khong nghe rd 10i toi. N6 ldo dado va nga nghiéng
ngwoi vao mot than cay.

— Dting! - t6i hét 16n.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Spork diing phat lai.

T6i nhay dén cham vao nguwoi nd. Cham that manh.

Ttr hudng dong.

— May Tim! - t6i reo 1én r6i lui lai. — Tao da cham may t&r hudng
dong! Lan nay dich thye may la ké Tim!

Spork dua hai tay 1én 6m dau, mat né nham nghién. Téi biét né hay
con dang xay xam mat may. N6 choai chan ra d€ gitr thang bang roi
tea nguwoi vao than cay.

N6 dua tay ty va vao mat:

— May da cham dugc, — n6 thtra nhan. Le cai lwdi dé lom ra khoi
miéng, no tho hat ra. — Tao la dia Tim — No cong nhan.

— Dung. Dting. Dung! - tdi reo 1én va nhay cang 1én vi vui ming.
Spork tira han ngueoi vao tang da.

— Tao da tw do, — toi hd hoi ndi. — Cudc choi da cham dit. — Toi
nam mot tay lai d@m nhe vao long ban tay kia.

— Tao di ctru Nat day, — toi noi. - N6 o dau?

Spork chia mot ngdn tay cé vudt nhon hoat chi vé phia bén phai toi.

— Bon tao sap thoat khoi day! — toi hét 16n.

Trong doi, t6i chura bao gio hanh phtic nhw [an nay.

— E, anh ban gia Spork oi, — toi giéu né. — Lan nay thi tam biét nhé.
Tao di day!

— Dung vo6i mirng, — Spork néi — Tao so 1a may chang thé thoat
duoc dau.
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— Quén di nhé, — t6i ndi. — May khong thé doi duoc luat choi dau.
Khong thé doi.

— May chang thé thoat, — né nhac lai. — Cudc choi hiy con tiép tuc
cho dén ltc mat troi lan. — N6 nhin t6i day thach thic.

T6i nhin bau troi. Mau tim hong da chuyén sang xam nhat. Thoi
gian khong con nhiéu. Nhung van con.

T6i khong mudn lam ké Tim lan nira.
T6i o thé tron cho dén luc troi toi mit. Nhung tron & dau?

— DPuing ¢6 ding duc ra do, — Spork nhac nho. — May c6 thé sé bi
cham lai do.

— Pung hong, — tdi qua quyét. — Tao khong d€ chuyén do xay ra
dau.

Trudc luc toi chay, Fleg ngat ngudng budc ra tir phia sau cuia mot
céi cay. Cai ti da dwdi cam né lac qua lac lai.

Gleeb bam sau né.

— N6 cham duoc tao roi! — Spork bao chung.

— Tao biét! — Fleg tritng mat nhin tdi. — Tao biét may da choi tro
nay tt truedc.

T6i siét chat nam ddm. Tdi dang tie dién 1én. Toi da qua mikc chiu
dung. Nhung diéu dé cang lam tang thém quyét tam cua toi.

Bon chung budc t6i tham gia cai tro choi ngu ngdc cta chung.
Nhung bay gio toi sé khong chiu thua nira.

Fleg vay tay ra hiéu cho t6i chay.

— May hay tron that xa cho dén lac tao dém dén “tren”, — n6 ndi —
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R6i bon tao dwgc phép dudi theo may.

N6 quay lung lai va dua tay bit mat.

— Go ling... poru... zi... phoring... tren... - N6 dém.

T6i khong con cach nao d€ lwa chon. Toi cim dau chay.

Khong dwoc dirng, toi ty dong vién. Ditng nghi gi ca. Ctt chay. Tim
mot noi dé nép.

— S&n sang chwa, bon tao dén day! - tdi nghe Fleg gao ong ong.

Dang sau tdi, bay quai vat ctt gam gir trong con hung phan.

To6i tat ra khoi 10i mon, chay bang qua vat co cao, ram ri gidng kin
gitta nhitng hang cay. T6i nhay ao qua mot bui cai bap.

Chan t6i nhitc nhoi. Ban chan néng nhuw Itra dot.

Nhung toi khong thé dung lai.

Khong thé cho dén khi tim duoc chd nap.

Khi nghe tiéng nudc vo vao bo, toi ding chiitng lai. Téi gan nhw roi
tom xudng sudi. Mot con cd mau xanh cuc 16n, ngoi 1én khoi mat
nudc, dép vao mat ca chan toi.

Noi nay khong cé chd nap. Toi quay lai chay vao ring.

Mot con gié lanh thoi thoc vao mat toi. Nhitng qua bi ngan lén
nhitng am thanh huyén diéu day bi an.

— Tao dén day! — Spork hét vang tir phia bén trai toi.

T6i ¢ chay nhanh hon. N6 sé khong c6 co hoi cham dwoc toi dau.

T6i nhin quanh. Theo 16i nao nhi?

Puong ham da! To6i thay n6 chi cach ¢é vai budce chan.

T6i 1an nhanh vao béng toi. Khong con tiéng quai vat gam gur hay
rong gao, duong ham yén tinh mot cach dang so. Téi nhon chan, tir tie
di qua duwong ham. Khi ra dén bén ngoai, t6i 1ti nhanh vao ring cay
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ram ri. Toi nap sau mot goc cay va cho doi, c6 gitt im lang, boi toi
dang thd hong hoc va so bon quai phat hién ra!

Thoang mot cai.

T6i thay mat dat rung chuyén bdi bon ching dang dén gan.

T6i nin thé réi chui xuéng mot cai cay tan 0.

Vai gidy sau, Fleg, Spork va Gleeb lao ra khéi duwong ham quang
minh chay nhanh xudng 16i mon. Bon con quai khac bam sat theo sau.
Chuing vugt qua bui cay toi dang ndp, phong nhanh vao ring va ct
thé lao di.

T6i doi cho dén lic biét chac 1a chiing da di xa.
Khoéng gian yén a.

T6i thé phao nhe nhom.

T6i quo chan ding day.

Cai gi d6 chom vao toi tir phia sau.

— Khong! - toi hét 1én bdi kinh hoang.

Hai canh tay quang qua nguoi to6i. Mot sinh vat dang cd quat t6i nga
xuong dat.
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Toi Vgly vung va vung chan dap loan xa.

— Duing! Blting dap nita! - mot giong ndi quen thudc cat lén.

— Nat! - toi reo 1én. Toi quay lai. — Nat! Em khong sao chtt? Lam
sao em c0 thé ra khoi cai long d6?

— Long u? Long nao? — Cau em hoi van lai.

— Cai Iong Tt hinh &y, — t6i noi. — Nat, tu em tron ra hay bon ching
tha em?

— Em khong phai la Nat. Em la Pat day ma.

— Pat u? — t6i nhin no véi vé nghi ngo. Roi toi choang tay 6m cham
1ay né. Chwa bao gio toi cam thay sung swéng nhu gap no lan nay.

— Em chay di dau vay? - toi hoi.

— Em chay dau? - nd kéo dai giong. — Bon chi tron dau mat thi co.
Em da di tim khap noi. Khu ritng nay that la ki la. — N6 nhin quanh —
Nhung, Nat dau roi?

— Bi nhdt r6i, — t6i giai thich cho Pat. — Bon quai vat tom duogc no.
Sau khi em chay vao rtrng, bon chi phai choi cdi tro nay va...

— Tro choi a? — Pat hoi 16n. N6 lac dau ngo vuc. — Em thi bj lac
trong ring con chi va Nat thi lai choi dua?

— Khong phai nhu em nghi dau, — t6i noi. — Chiang ép bon chi choi,
— toi ha giong khé ndi vao tai Pat. — Nhw thé choi tron tim. Nhung
chung la ké Tron. Chi la nguwoi Tim, la Quai vat tit Phuong Dong.

— Thai du r6i, — Pat hdp hay mat.

— That ddy, - toi khang dinh. — Tro choi nay lién quan dén tinh
mang... Em phai tin chi.
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— Tai sao? — Pat nhun vai. — Chi chéng bao gio tin em. Tai sao em
lai phai tin chi kia ch?

— Boi vi néu chang ta thua, thi ching s€ an thit chi em ta! — t6i giai
thich.

Pat pha lén cuoi.

— Chi néi nghiém tac day! - tdi nam vai Pat lac manh. — Chi dang
noéi su thye! Noi nay rat nguy hiém! Fleg va Spork dang lung suc chi,
nguy hiém lam.

Pat vung khoi tay toi.

— Thoi du roi! Fleg va Spork. Gau gau! — Pat cat giong sua vang.

— Xuyt, — toi thi thao. — Hay im lang! — T6i ddy nd vao sau than cay
hinh 6. — Pat! Em phai tin 16i chi. Bon ching dang rinh rap khap noi.
Chung c6 thé phat hién néu chung ta khong can than!

— Em nghi tro choi nay do chiing nghi ra phai khong? — né hoi.
— U. - toi dap.

— Va chiting c6 thé néi, — Pat tiép tuc, — néi bang tiéng Anh.

— Dung. bung. Bung ddy. — T6i thira nhan.

— Chj that 1a khé hiéu hon em twdng, — Pat néi va lac dau. — Thé
Nat dau roi? Bi bat that chi?

— Go raaooo!

Canh may tang da, mot tiéng gadm rung chuyén mat dat vong lai.

— Lai nay nay! — mot con quai vat quat 16n. — Gan duong ham ay!

Nhitng budc chan giam thinh thinh dén gan hon. Mat dat chao dao
duwoi chan ching toi.

Mat Pat mo to day kinh ngac. N6 nam tay toi.

— Chung day! — toi thot 1én. — Gio thi em da tin chi chua?

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Pat c6 nudt nwdce bot va gat dau.

— Vang. Em tin chi — no so hai ndi!

— N6 0 ngay day! — mot con quai vat goi 1on.

— Chutng da nghe tiéng chi em ta, — t6i thi tham vao tai Pat — Chay!
Pat va toi lao ra.

Chung t6i chay bang qua riing, nhay qua mdy dong canh cay rung,
ngdn ngang, bat chap ca gai nhon cao qua mat.

— Theo 10i nay! - toi goi. T6i kéo tay Pat — Cui thap xudng!

Chung t6i chui vao mot cum cay day.

Spork chay vut qua hai chi em.

T6i co thé nghe tiéng né danh hoi.

— N6 c6 thé phat hién ra ta khong? — Pat thi thao héi.

— Suyt! - toi dua tay léen moi ra hiéu.

Chung t6i bo chui vao gitra bui cay.

Fleg xuat hién, hap tap tién vé phia bon toi.

T6i chong tay, bo thap xudng va kéo Pat thap xudng canh toi.

Fleg lao vut qua.

Toi biét chung t6i khong an toan. Con nhiéu quai vat nita sé kéo
dén. R6i mot con trong sd do6 cd the phat hién chiang toi.

TOi ra hiéu cho Pat bam theo t0i.

Chung t0i treon sau vao rung.

Trong nay, cdy moc day hon. Canh cay dan chang chit dén ndi toi
chang nhin thay ké ho gitta chiing. Toéi dua tay tdi triede, lan tim
dwong di.

Tay t6i cham phai mot vat.
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Vat &y 16n.
Am.
Va day 16ng 14.
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TOi lui nhanh lai, d@m manh vao Pat.

To6i da cham phai vat gi?

Bui cay hé mo va mot con vat ki la nhay ra.
T6i chua tirng thay con gi nhw no.

N6 c6 than hinh 1a ctia mot con ché, 16n bang con ché béc-gié Diic
va cai mat cia mot con soc.

Minh chéng thé nao tin duoc! Téi ngh.

NO cling c6 thé noi.

— Vao day! Nhanh lén! — quéi vat giuc bang mot kiéu giong rut re,
dut quang.

Cai mii séc cta no khit khit. Cai dudi cho to xtt cia né quat tir phai
sang trai va nguoc lai.

Chutng t6i ¢6 thé tin n6é dwoc chang?

— Vao day! — nd noi léc chéc.

N6 vay tay trong khong khi, chi vao bui cay 14 mau da cam ram rap.

Pat Itii lai nhung t6i van bo t6i. Toi thay 18i vao cai hang khuat sau
14 cay.

— Pay 1a noi ndp kin ddo, - t6i bao Pat.

— N6 la Hang Tron day, — con chd-séc noi. — Hang Tron la noi dé
tron. Nhanh 1én! — Con vat ré 14 cdy mo duong cho chung toi.

Mat dat lai rung chuyén. Toi quay nhin va thdy dan quai vat mau
xanh 16ng 14 & dang xa. Chting phéng nhanh vé phia toi.

— Tot hon la ta vao di, Pat! — toi noi.
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Pat do du.
T6i chop tay no kéo theo. To6i cuii ngwoi chui vao Hang Tron.

Dot nhién to6i nhé lai chuyén da xay ra khi Nat cham vao Tang Dd
Tir Hinh. Y nghi &y khién toi run ray. Liéu ching tdi c6 thiee si an
toan trong Hang Tron khong?

Biam! Bim!

Bon quai dén gan hon.

Pat do dw va lui lai.

— Bon ching dau? — mot con quai hoi. Toi nhan ra giong Fleg.
— Bon chiing chac 6 dau day, — Spork tra 1oi

Con ché-séc diing bén ngoai. N6 day nhiing chiéc 14 mau da cam.
Chuing tro lai nhw cG, che kin 16i vao hang.

Pat va toi thu nho minh, tranh khong d€ bi nhin thay.

Chung t6i nép sat vao nhau. Trong hang, khong khi dm wét. Toi gap
chan lai.

— C6 dudi ngudi cho thoai mai, — toi thi thAm véi Pat. — Bon ta ¢6
thé ngoi lai trong nay lau day.

Cai gi d6 cham vao c9, toi dua tay gai.

Con gi d6 dot vao tai.

Toi giat minh.

T6i cha manh tay 1én tai r6i cam thdy cai gi d6 bo 1én ma.

— Oi! - tdi gao 1én khi bi mdt cti d8t nhikc nhéi trén vai. Ti quay
sang Pat. N6 dang phui tay 1én c6 va tai.

Con gi bay vu qua tai toi.

Con gi chui vao téc tdi. Toi lac manh dau.

Toan by nguoi toi ngra ngay va nhirc nhéi. Noi nao cling ngtra.
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T6i nhom lén:
— Ctu vo6i! - t6i gao. — Chuyén gi thé nay? Trong nay dang c6 loai
quai vat gi?
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— Ctru t6i véi! - toi hét va gai that luc. — Ceu chiang toi voi!

Khuon mat con ché-séc xuat hién truede cira hang.

— Chuyén gi dang xay ra vdi chung toi trong nay vay? — toi hoi luc
van veo nguwoi gai son sot.

— Tao quén chwa noi cho bon may, — quai vat ki la thi tham. — Hang
Tron cting la nha cta 1a ran!

Ran!

— O - Pat khé rén. N6 cha manh lung vao vach hang. Lt ran lai cé
canh, bay loan xa phat ra nhitng am thanh o o, xet xet...

Chung bo xudi bo nguoc chan tdi, tay toi, mat toi va ca toc toi nira.

Toi dap rét mot con trén ma roi xat manh tay lén doi chan tran giét
10 ran chét lan xudng long ho.

Pat rén ri bén canh toi.

— Phui chiang ra khoi nguoi em voi, Ginger! — no rén ri — Ctu em
voi!

— Xuyt! — con chd-s6c chdo mom vao hang. — Yen lang nao! Con
Quai vat tr Phuwong Dong dang dén ddy. Ding lam 6n néu khong no
sé phat hién ra bon may!

Pat va t6i dich sat vao nhau.
T6i nin tho, khong ctt dong.

Toi dém dén muoi. Xung quanh ling nhu to, t6i voO nhw minh
khong bi 1t ran hanh ha.

T6i nham mat va twong tuong ra cai phong ngt cta t6i. Nhitng tdm
anh trén tuong. Chiéc givong dém phu khan trang mudt. Toi tudng
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teong ra cdm gidc, minh dang nam dwdi chén, chuan bi chim vao giac
ngu.

Nhung roi toi lai nghi vé 1t rép trén giwong!

T6i khong thé phét 1o duoc lit con trung dang bo 16m nhém khap
nguoi. Toi khong thé nao khdong nghi dén chung. To6i hét stic chiu
dung. Toi can phai gai. Toi phai hét lén.

T6i chang thé ngbi lai trong nay thém mot phit gidy nao nita.

T6i nghe tiéng chan binh bich cia mot con quai vat gan miéng hang.

T6i nhan ra giong Spork.

— E! = nd hoi con chd-séc. — May c6 thay mdy con vat la nao ¢ day
khong?

Spork quen véi con quai nay w?

Chung c6 phai la ban cua nhau khong?

— Tra loi tao di, — Spork giuc.

T6i lang nguwoi di doi cau tra 101 caa quai chd-soc. Lam on dirng nodi
v&i bon nd tao nap trong nay, toi cau mong.

Lam on...

Mot con ran to béo, lay nhay dap xudng mat t6i. Toi dwa tay chop.
N6 nhay xudng go ma. Téi phui manh nhung khong thé nao dudi né
ra khéi mat dwoc. Toi cam thay tiéng thét dang don 1én c6 hong.

T6i khong thé chiu dyng thém mot ti nao nira.
Miéng t6i ha to.
T6i phai hét. Toi phai!
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— A-4-a

To6i dua tay lén bit chat mom lai. T6i phat ra nhitng am thanh bé
nho.

Nhiing chiéc 1a mau da cam rung rinh. Tay Fleg thoc vao ctta hang.

Toi chét diéng ca nguoi. Toi nghe Pat hon hén.

— Cai g1 trong nay? — Fleg hoi con quai chd-soc.

— Ran, — cho-sdc tra 1oi. — Hang ngan con.

Hang triéu thi cd! Toi cay dang nghi. Lii ran bo nhung nhtic 1én ca
mat toi, tay toi, chan t6i. Chung bay vu vu qua tai toi.

Fleg cho mti vao hang.

T6i nin tho.

Fleg danh hoi.

— Mui gi ki la vay? — n6 phan nan.

— Mui con trung — toi nghe tiéng quai ché-séc dap.

— Tém that! - Fleg ndi. N6 budng dam 14 ra, chang lai che khuat
miéng hang.

— Chi c6 ran ¢ trong do, — Fleg noi voi Spork — Khong co nguwoi
dau!

— Duong nhién 1a khong, — quai chd-soc phu hoa. — Bon ngwoi da
chay hudng khac.

— Sao may khong bao bon tao tur tredc? — Fleg ndi gian.
Spork quat may con quai vat con lai:

— Bon chung khong & day! PBudi theo 16i khac. Nhanh 1én! Cudc
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choi chi con cé mdy “tren” phut.

— Tao sé tdm duoc nd, — t6i nghe Spork bao vdi may con khéc. —
Tao phai cham lai nd! Khong c6 con ngwoi nao lai ¢d thé budc tao lam
Quai vat tit Phueong Dong!

T6i nghe budc chan chiing nén am am, ré sang hwdng khac.

Mot “tren” phut! Toi khong biét chinh xac “tren” la g1, né dai bao
lau? Nhung tdi biét cudc choi sap két thtic. Néu Spork khéng cham
duwoc toi thi cac em toi va toi sé duoc tu do.

Nhung t6i khong thé nao nan lai trong cai hang day ran nay mot
gidy nao nita. T6i run ray Ian ra phia ctta hang. Khap nguoi toi ngira
ngay, nhitc nhdi dén ndi toi rat khé ctr ddng tay chan.

Pat nhdc chan lén.

— Tham chi chang da bo ca vao trong giay em! — n6 cau nhau roi
thao day, cdi giay ra. N6 lat nguoc chiéc giay xudng. Hang tram con
ran den roi 10p dop xudng dat, chen chuc r6i phong vut di.

— Tao chang thé& nao hét ngtta ngay! — t6i than. — Tao sé bi ngtta
sudt ca nhitng nam thang con lai cta cudc doi.

— T6t hon la bon may nén trén di, — con quai cho-soc nhic nhé. -
Bon chung c6 thé quay lai. Con bon may chi c6 thé dwoc phép su
dung cai hang nay mdi mot [an nay thoi.

Pat va toi cam on quai vat r6i lao vao ring.

T6i chwa thay vat ritng nay bao gio. Pat va toi mo 161 qua cac cum
cay cao. Toi dung lai.

Mot cay liéu khong 16 moc ngay trudc mat. Canh ctia n6 thong
xudng, quét ca 1én mat dat.

Cé phai day la cay liéu Gulla?

Chic la thé.
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T6i nhin quanh, hong tim mot noi d€ nap. Mot phién da thap, dai
nho 1én khoi mat dat, bén canh cay liéu.

— Nhanh lén! - t6i khé giuc r6i chQp tay Pat kéo vao sau tang da.

— Kia chac 1a cay liéu Gulla, — t6i bao né. — Khi mit troi 1an khuat
sau than cay ay, chi em ta sé binh yén.

Pat gat dau ma khong noi gi. N6 dang thd don dap. N6 gai ma vi
hay con ngtta, ca hai chi em hay van con ngtra.

— Nam yén, — t6i nhac. — Ché ¢6 cham tang da.

Chung t6i cudn tron nguoi, nam im lang.

Va cho doi.

Tim ti nén thinh thinh trong 16ng nguc. Da tdi ngita ngdy. Toi nam
sat gan cau em va lang nghe.

Im lang.

Chi co tiéng thi thao cua gidé ngao du qua ring cay. Khong cé mot
am thanh nao khdc.

— Chung ta da binh yén chua? — Pat run rdy hai.

— Chua dau, - t6i tra 1oi. Tdi ngudc mat nhin 1én bau troi dang nga
dan sang mau than. Vai tia nang yéu 6t quét 1én ngon cay lidu.

— Nhanh lén! - t6i giuc mat troi. — Lan di! May con cho gi ntra?

Bau troi t6i lai, chi con chit 4nh sdng 16 mo bén kia cay liéu Gulla.

Bong tdi sap xudng. Ca bau troi den thui.

Mat troi da lan.

— Bon ta binh yén rdi! — tdi gao va nhay cang lén. Toi quay lai v
vao nguoi Pat.

— Bon ta tw do! Bon ta da chién théng!

To6i budc chan ra khoi tang da.
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Mot ban tay nang né dap manh vao t6i. Dap vao vai.

— May Tim! - Spork réng vang. — May la dra Quai vat tr Phuong
Dong.
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— Ha?

T6i do nguoi ra vi kinh ngac. Ct vo dau budt ctia quai vat hay con
trén vai toi.

— Thét bat cong! — Pat gao 1én. — That bat cong! — nd nhin dan quai
vat dang vay quanh chung toi. Truedc day Pat chwa titng nhin chung
gan dén theé.

— Troi t6i! Mat troi da 1an roi! — t6i phan doi. — May khong thé
cham tao dwoc ntra!

— Tro choi chdm dét! Tro choi cham duat! — Fleg hét oang oang. N6
budc ra vat dat trong va tién nhanh vé phia bon quai.

T6i gian dit chi vao cay liéu Gulla:
— Mt troi 1an sau cay liéu roi. Bon may khong thé cham duoc tao!

— Cudc choi van chua duoc tuyén bd 1a da két thic. — Spork binh
tinh noi. - May da biét luat r6i ma. Khi nao Fleg tuyén bd “Tro choi
cham dt” thi Itdc d6 cudc choi mai hét.

Bon quai lam ram tan thanh.

Toi siét chit ndm dam.

— Nhung... nhung... — tdi 1ap bap. Téi guc dau bat lwc. Tdi biét bon
chting chang thém nghe tdi.

— Bon chiung sé lam gi ta bay gio. Ginger? — Pat khé hoéi. — Chung
cd an thit ta khong?

— Thi chi da bao em r6i, — toi dap. — Chung sé chén tat.
Pat bat 1én mot tiéng thét. N6 chudn bi ndi gi d6 nhung khong kip.
Fleg budc téi quo tay qua hong toi. N6 vat toi 1én vai.
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Mau don nguoc xudng dau, tdi cam thay choang vang. Mat dat thi
ct mai chao ddo ¢ dudi kia!

Spork quang Pat 1én vai no.

— Nay. May! - t6i quat. — Bo em tao xudng!

— NO la tro ly cia may, — Spork dap. — Bon tao an thit ludn ca tro ly.

— Buong tao ra! — Pat hét. — Tha tao xudng!

Nhung con quai vat khong 16 chang thém dém xia dén no.

Chung mang hai chi em t6i vao vat ring thua, nho.

Mot cai 1o nudng bang da 16n dat ngay chinh gitra. Lira dang chay
rttng ruc trong 10. Nhiing tia Itta mau xanh, mau vang ban 1én troi.

Fleg dat t6i ngoi lén mot gdc cay. Spork d€ Pat xuéng bén toi.

Bon quéi vay xung quanh. Nhét rai nho long thong, khua ludi liém
liem mép.

T6i ngd minh nghe tiéng sam. Nhung ngay lap tic nhan ra am
thanh am am 4y phat ra tir may cai da day cta ching.

— HOm nay la It¢ lau (thtt sau) — Spork mim cwoi néi. — Vao I lau
bon ta thwong an thit nudng.

T6i khong con stre d€ nudt ndi nude bot va hét ding khi dé€ nhin
ngon ltta nhay nhét. Toi co ram ngwoi lai, vong tay 6m chat 1ay nguec.

Spork khéu ltra bang cai xién sat dai.

NO dit cdi xién vao toi.

— Xiu xiu — NO nhe rdng cwoi nham nho trong Itc ban tay dang xoa
xoa bung.

Fleg bttt may qua bi tir cai cay canh do. N6 bop vo va bop cai nude
vang nho nho &y vao chdo. N6 nhdt may ngon bi va la bo thém vao
chao.
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Gleeb khuay khuay. Mot mui tanh twdi, chua 1om boc 1én khéi chao.

— Nuwdc x0t da san sang — Gleeb tuyén bd.

To6i quay sang Pat.

— Chi xin 16i, - t6i run rdy. — Chj 14y lam an han vi da d€ thua.

— Em cling xin 18i chi, — né thi thAm, mit dan vao ngon ltra.

Bon quai dong thanh xudng lén:

— L ldu. Lir ldu. Lir lau.

— Ai s€ rudi nudc xot 1én thit nudng? — Spork hoi. — Tao dang déi
dén con ca rudt gan day!

Fleg dwa tay nhdc bong toi lén, mang vé phia chao nudc x6t.
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— Nay! Doi da! Ding lai!

Mot giong ndi quen quen vang qua vat dat trong. Toi ngoai dau
nhin.

— Nat! — t6i hét.

— Ginger! — Nat gao 16n. N6 chay vé phia t0i, tay vung vay. —
Chuyén gi vay? Bon ching sap lam gi?

Fleg ha toi thap xudng.

— Nat! — t6i hét. — Chay mau di! Tim nguoi dén ctru! Mau di!

N6 dung lai gitra vat dat.

— Nhung, Ginger...

— Chuang cling s€ an thit em — t6i quat. — Chay mau!

— Bat 14y né! — Spork ra 1énh cho may con kia.

Gleeb va bon con lai dudi theo Nat.

Nat xoay nguwoi, lui nhanh vao riing t6i.

Tdi bat lyc nhin khi bon quai nhao nguwoi dudi theo Nat.

Dung bat em t6i, toi khé cau xin.

Cé dén ca muoi dial

Nat sé tron thoat, toi tuw nhu. N6 s€ leo 1én cdy. No sé trdon xa bon
chung r6i sé tim dwgc nguoi dén ciru.

Pat va t6i nhin vao rung toi. Cho doi.

— O, khong! — tdi nghe mot tiéng i xé tai roi 1 quéi quay ra. Mot
con vac Nat trén lung.

Nat dam d4 loan xa. Nhung no van khong thoat dugc.
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Quai vat quang Nat xudng canh Pat va tdi. Nat roi phich tp mat
xuong dat. Gio thi ching da tom dwoc hét ca ba chi em. Mot biva tiéc
ra tro!

Spork va Fleg nhin bon t6i véi vé théem thuong. Gleeb the lwdi liém
cai nanh dai cua no.

T6i nhoai xudng canh Nat.

— Lam thé nao em thoat ra khoi d6? — t6i hoi. — Em ra khoi céi long
&y bang cach nao?

Nat nhap nhdy mat r6i ngoi day.

— Chuyén &y chang kho6 khan gi dau, — né néi trong tiéng rén. —
May tdm van yéu lam. Em c& dap cho dén ltac chiing bung ra. R6i em
chui thoat.

— L& ra em phai chay xa noi nay, — toi bao né. — Em dirng dén day.
Bay gio chung cling sé an thit em.

Nat dwa mat nhin cai chao trén bép va ngon ltra chay riing ruec.
— Em, em chang mudn choi nita. — N6 lap bap.

— Nat! - t6i khé bao. — Chj s 1a tro choi ciing sap chdm dut roi.
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— Hay im ling! — Fleg ra 1énh. — An t5i thoi, diing ndi chuyén nita.
— NO trieng tritng nhin Nat.

Mat né nheo lai. N6 quay dau thi tham véi Spork va Gleeb.

M4y con quai kia dich sat vao nhau. Ca bon hét nhin Nat r6i lai nhin
Pat. Chting bat dau thi tham vao tai nhau rdi lac lac nhitng cai dau do
s0 day long 1a. MOm chung d&du ca ra khi noi.

— May biét nhan doéi! — Spork bao Pat. - May 1a mot Tay Choi C6
Hang!

T6i nhin bon quai, nhin vé do6i thay trén mat chang. T trudce toi
nay chung chua hé thdy mot cap song sinh nao ca hay sao?

— Bon may tw nhan doi! — Fleg tuyén bd. — Nhuw thé bon may la Loai
Tw Sinh C6 Dién. Tai sao bon may khong cho chiing tao biét?

— Ua... cho bon may biét cai gi? — toi hoi.

Fleg liéc xéo t6i mot cai:

— Sao bon may khong bao cho chung tao biét bon may thuoc 16p
d4u tha Diang Cap Thit Ba?

Hai cau em va t0i nhin nhau.

— Bon may choi nham tro, — Spork tuyén bd réi lac lac dau.

— Néu bon may cé thé tw nhan doi co thé thi bon may thudc vé
Diing Cép Thit Ba. — Fleg ndi. N6 vd vao cai tran day 16ng 14 ctia minh.
— Tao that xdu ho qua! Sao bon may lai khong noéi trede?

— Nay, tao da bao may la bon tao khong muon choi, — toi dop lai. —
Nhung bon may dau c6 chiu nghe.

— Tao 14y lam tiéc, — Fleg xin 16i. — Bon tao chi 1a nhitng dau thu
thudc Ding Cap Thir Nhat. Bon tao chi 1a nhitng ké méi tap choi.
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Chung tao khong phai la nhitng chuyén gia nhu bon may.
— Nhitng chuyeén gia u? — Pat lau bau. N6 quay nhin t6i to y do hoi.

— Boi 1€ dy nén bon tao mdi choi vao ban ngay, — Fleg giai thich. —
Bon tao van chwa choi dwoc vao ban dém.

Xung quanh chiing tdi, bon quai thi tham va lac dau t6 vé kinh né.

— Dinhién, bon tao phai d€ chung may di ngay bay gio, — Fleg noi.
N6 gai cai cam thung da ctia né.

— Dung r6i ddy, dwong nhién phai thé, — t6i hét vang va mudn
nhay cang 1én vi vui mirng. Nhung t6i ¢8 kiém ché con hung phan.

— May bao gi vay? — Nat hoi Fleg. — May bao bon ta dwoc tu do a?

— Dbung day, tam biét. — Fleg bu6n ba ndi. N6 xoa bung. T6i nghe
bao tir né rén vang nhiing tiéng sdm am am.

— Dung hoi nita, — toi bao Nat. — Chi em ta ra khoi day di.

— Tam biét — Fleg nhac lai. N6 phay tay nhu thé dang c8 xua ching
toi di mau.

T6i bude thoan thoat. Téi khong con cam gidc mét moi, ngira ngay
hoang s¢ hay ban thiu nira.

Lan nay cudc choi thuc sy da cham dut.

— Bon tao cé thé tim duwoc bd me & dau? — toi hoi.

— Dé thdi, - Fleg dap. — Ctt theo 16i mon 4y, — n6 chi. — Ctz theo né
bang qua ring réi nd sé duwa bon may vé lai thé gidi cua bon may.

Chung toi chao tam biét r6i lén duong. Loi mon day bui quanh co
mai trong ritng. Anh trang rai mau sang bang bac xudng mét dat.

— Chi 1ay lam mtng vi su song sinh ctia hai em! — t6i thot lén.
Trude day toi chua hé ndi nhu thé! Nhung bay gio thi toi mai hieu
gia tri ctia diéu d6 boi n6 da cttu mang song ctia chi em toi!
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Rung cay thua dan. Toi cd thé nhin thdy anh trang ldp lanh trén
nhitng ngon cay den sam. Tdi cdm nhan nhuw thé bon t6i dang bénh
bong trong ludng anh sang am ap diu dang ctia no.

— B& me sé& chang hé tin chuyén nay dau, — tdi néi. Toi du dinh sé
ké'lai tting chi tiét rung ron nhat.

— B0 me phai tin chdng ta, — Pat tuyén bo. — Chuyén nay la cé thuc.

T6i budc nhanh. Hai cau em phai vat va méi dudi kip.

T6i khong thé ding lai doi. B8 me han rat lo lang.

— Oil - toi thot 1én rdi that than ding phét lai.

Pat va Nat nga dui vao lung toi. Ca ba chi em lao dao.

Mot con quai vat khong 16 budc ra tir sau mot cai cay, stng sting
chan ngang duong.

N6 khoanh hai canh tay 16ng 14 truede bd nguce d6 s¢. Miéng ndé map
mdy khi né tring tritng nhin chting t6i bang d6i mat lanh Iing, xanh
mau da cam thach. N6 ha miéng, gam gt va d€ 10 cai nanh dai, nhon
hoat.

T6i khong heé so. It nhat 1a Tan nay.

— Tranh ra, — t6i ra 1énh cho quai vat. - May phai d€ cho bon tao di.
Cac em tao va tao déu thuoc 16p dau tha Dang Cap Thit Ba.

— Bon may thudc Ding Cip Thir Ba a? Nay. Tuyét lam d6! Tao ciing
thé, — quai vat thot 1én. — Choi Tron Tim di! May Tim!
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