CHONG BE
Bo6 Tung Ma

That 1a mot sy tinh co thich thu khi ca ba ching t6i, nhitng ngudi ban rat than hdi con hoc trung hoc, tinh
co gap nhau trong budi hop miat dong huong. Chiing toi quén ca an udng, quén ca chuong trinh vin nghé
rat dic sic trong budi hop mit va di nhién quén ludn ca bai dién van dai thuon thuot ciia 6ng Hoi trudng.
O My t6i da gip Dién hay Chinh nhiéu lin, nhung chua bao gio gip mot luc ca hai thang ban than nhu
thé nay. Sang hom sau, nham ngay Chi Nhat, vi c6 hen trudc nén chung t6i lai gip nhau tai khu Phudc
Loc Tho. Chinh ru di an mi Quéng tai mét tiém an gﬁn tuong dai Viét My nhung t6i noi:

-Mi Quang & d6 ngon that, nhung khong gidng mi Quang... that. T6o mi Quang gi ma 16n qué, sach s&
qua.

-Théi, ta udng ca phé di. Nghe noi gan day c6 tiém "ca phé via hé" gan giéng nhu ca phé via hé & Viét
Nam, nghia 14 trong n6 c¢6 vé do do. Ta dén d6 di- Chinh néi.

Chung t6i d& dang tim ra quan ca phé. Quéan vang khach, ngoai chung t6i ra, chi c6 mot 6ng ngdi trong
gdc quéan, nén chung toi tha hd noi oang oang. Chiing t6i quén han minh khong con 14 nhiing cau trai méi
16n.

Ba dutra ching t6i khac tinh nhau, nhung rat than nhau. Téi thudc loai ngudi "chim trong dam dong",
khong co gi dang duoc noéi dén. Dién dugc ching toi dit tén 1a "Dién Tiét Kiém". Han co 16i tiét kiém
khong- tiét- kiém chuti nao ca. Hoi con di hoc hdu nhu hin khong bao gid mua sach vi tiéc tién, chi
muon sach cua thu vién. Nhung Dién hay lam mat sach va ghi cha trong sach, nén bi thu vién bat boi
thuong. S6 tién hin bdi thudng cho thu vién trong mot nam hoc con nhiéu hon ca tién t6i mua sach. O
My Dién van khong bo thoi tiét kiém d6. Han c6 thé 1ai xe tir nha di vong vong trong thanh phd subt nira
gid dé tim mot tram xang ré hon tram xing gan nha hin 1 cent mdi gallon.

Nhung nguoi "can phai quan tim dic biét" nhit trong ba chung t6i khong phai 1a Dién ma 1a Chinh.
Chinh nguoi cao to, dep trai. Cai "an tién" nhit cia Chinh khi vé Viét Nam la hin giéng TAy nhung
khong phai Tay. Ngay nay tai Viét Nam c6 khong it phu nir 4i mg Tay, ke ca "Tay Ba-L6" lang thang trén
duong Bui Vién nhu may anh homeless. Vi thé khi ¢ Viét Nam Chinh rat c6 gia.

-Hi, may I help you?

My ¢6 ban hang chao hoi Chinh nhu vay va han vui vé tra 10i:

-Vietnamese please!

-0, Viét Nam ha.

Sau d6 ho bat chuyén v6i Chinh. Dé khong khi thém than mat, néu 1a trong mot tiém ca phé hay mot noi
thich hop nao d6, Chinh khong ngai nglng cit tiéng hat, du khong c6 dan hoa theo, nhung hay khong
thua gi Elvis Phuong:

-Tung canh chim tim v& t6 4m

Noi song bao ngay gid dam tham. ..

Moi nguoi v tay. Sau d6 Chinh bét bd véi mot phu nir ndo do, xong bét bd véi mot phu nit khac. Hin lay
viéc nay lam thu tiéu khién.

Chinh da dinh hon v6i mét dam dang hoang ¢ Texas. Nhitng khi vé Viét Nam choi hin néi voi hon thé
rang hin tham me gia yéu. C6 1an han thé 16 véi toi:

-Noi dai, neu sau nay me tao qua doi, khong biét tao 14y cd gi dé vé Viét Nam.

-Thi cung g10 doi mo. . .-Toi ndi.

-Khéng may thuyét phuc

Khi ba dtra chtng t6i hoi ngd 1a lic Chinh vira tir Viét Nam tré vé. Han noi:

-Viét Nam bay gid vui ldm.

Dién, van con doc than, rat "ket vé chuyén dan ba", noi:

-Chéc chi ¢6 "chuyén 4y" 13 vui théi. Gia bao nhiéu? O ddy dat qua. Bira ndo minh di Mexico choi, may
cb dimg day duong. Gia chi bang mot phan ba ¢ dy, lai khoi so nit canh sat gia dang.

-Chic may tinh mua vé tau bay khtr hdi qua d6 choi.



T6i ndi va moi ngudi cudi 6 1én. Bdng Chinh im bit, nhin vé phia sau lung t6i. T6i nhin lui. Mot phu nif
tién lai chd chung t6i ngdi. Khi ngudi ay dén gan t6i méi nhan ra 1a nguoi A Pong. C6 ta khé chao moi
ngudi rdi néi véi Chinh:

-Honey, Why are you here? How come you didn't wait for me?

-Who told you I'm here, honey?

-1 keep watch for you.

T6i va Dién nhin nhau chua hét ngac nhién thi c6 ta da tiép:

-Excuse me! I' m going to smoke

To1 noéi:

-Sure.

Chinh kéo c6 ta ra chd khac. Hai nguoi thi thim gi d6. Toi nhay mat v6i Dién:

-Thi ra n6 c6 ca bd ngoai qudc, chic 12 Thai Lan

-C6 18 Phi- Lip- Pin. Nguoi Phi néi tiéng My gioi 1am.

Dién n6i dén day thi Chinh va cb ta ciing vira tro lai. Chinh gi6i thigu:

-Kiéu Loan, ... ba ...x4 t6i. Con day 1a Dién va Tén.

Chung toi khé chio Loan va phong nhiing tia mat do hoi vé phia Chinh. M6t phat im lang. Téi noi:

-Chi 1a nguoi Viét, ma toi tuong la. ..

-Ngudi Phi -Dién noi.

Loan nhtin vai:

- Xin 15i, t6i dén dang kia hut thudc.

To1 noi:

-Chung ta dang & ngoai hién, chi cir ngdi day hut, khong sao ca.

Loan ngdi xudng ghé, hai chan gac 1én chiéc ghé dbi dién, miéng phi pha diéu thudc. Lat sau Loan goi
v&i vao bén trong:

-Co6 la-de khong, 6ng chu?

-Da khong, chung t6i khong c6 phép ban la-de.

-bi mua gium dugc khong?

Khong c6 tiéng tra 10i.

-bi mua gium dugc khong?

Van khong nghe tiéng tra 101, Loan noi:

-Bét lich sy qua! Budn ban ma khong biét cau "Khéach hang 1a Thuong DE". Cho ly ca phé den di! Néng,
dam.

M4y phut sau, Van khong thay ca phé, "Thuong DE" néi 16n:

-Doi ca phé may nguoi chic chét gia qua! Cho co-ca di!

Mot 1at sau co-ca dugc mang ra. Loan vira nham nhép cd-ca vira ngam:

-Bén ly co-ca d6, em thém diéu Dunhill...

Thinh thoang Loan lai hat mot bai gi 6 rat méi la va ldy mudng g6 véo ly danh nhip.

Pugc mot 1at Loan ngira mat 1€n troi, mi¢ng lam thanh hinh chir O va cho Ién khong gian nhitng vong
khoi thudc nhu phao bong dém Quédc Khanh.

Chinh nghiéng nguoi, ndi vao tai Loan:

-Hbi sang em hoi qua chén. Dé anh dwa em vao xe nam nghi.

Chiéc xe cua Chinh d4u ngay gan d6 nén anh d& dang diu Loan vao trong xe, ha kinh xudng va déng cira
xe lai.

-0, my God! B9 you muén thiéu t6i sao. Cho kinh 1én di, cho may nd, cho may lanh.

Chinh 1am theo 10i Loan, xong ra ngdi canh chiing t6i. Ca ba khong néi véi nhau ldy mot 101, cho dén khi
Dién bat cudi thanh tiéng. Chinh hoi:

-May cuoi gi vay?

-Khong ¢6 chi.

Dién n6i nhung miéng van cuoi. Chinh gan nhu stmg so:

-B6 tao khong biét may cudi gi sao. Tao chd may hoi day.

To1 noi:

-Thi chi 4y qua chén, "tiru nhap ngén xuét", bon minh ciing vay. Thoi, thanh thuc khai bao di. Cuoi hoi
nao, sao khong cho tui tao biét. Khai di, khong tao met Loan toi may trén vé Viét Nam. .

-Cho may mét di. V& Viét Nam choi méi gip ba ay day!



-Vay a! Tao cr tudng... May dem ba iy qua My hdi nao?

-Ba éy moi bude chan dén My lan dau tién hom kia. Thoi, dé tao ké dau dudi cho nghe. Nam ngoai tao vé
Pa Nang, cung may ngudi ban dén quan Aloha nhay dam. That ra ddy 1a mot quan ca phé, co nhac sdng,
c6 buc nhay, ai muon nhdy thi nhay, ai muon 1€n hat thi hat.

Hom d6 sau khi 1én buc hat mot ban nhac rat mui, Unchange Melody, tao tro lai ban ngdi voi miy ngudi
ban. Tao thdy mot dam phu nit ngdi ban bén canh dang cung ly nhau, néi cudi ha ha ching khac gi cac
dang nam nhi. Tao dé ¥ dén mot c6 16n tudi nhat nhung dep nhét trong bon. Cb ta dang "chiéu tudng" tao
va tao cling "chiéu tuong" lai. Bén mit nhin nhau, hai bén mo tung "cua s6 tam hon", doc duoc tat ca
nhimg ¥ nghi tham kin rat tran tuc cta nhau. Du sao ¢6 ta ciing 13 phai yéu, c6 vé mét tu nhién, gia vo
nhom ngudi day, nhin cai gi 6 phia sau lung tao. Tao quay nhin lui, chi thdy mot buc tudng trong tron.
Tao nhin lai ¢6 ta va bit gip nu cudi thi tdi "to6i dd nga quy" dudi chan chang. ..

Dién ngat 16i Chinh:

-Théi, thoi. May ctr lam nhu may 1a Don Juan. Thét 1a Troi tra bao. Ngin gon di. Vo may dang nhuc
nhich trong xe kia kia. Coi chimg ba 4y ra "nga quy", ba a ay chua heat say dau.

-Lién d6 tao qua moi ¢ ta nhay dam v6i dang diéu rat Tay. C6 ta noi:"Nguoi ta dang choi Slow, liéu c6
bat tién khong? Tai sao khong doi Bebop, Cha Cha Cha or something like that" Nghe c6 ta sinh ndi tiéng
M¥ to ciing tra 1o bang tiéng My: " I only know Slow. I hope you teach Bebop to me later". Pém d6 tui
tao Om cung léy nhau ma nhdy. Sau mgt mé la-de, tui tao cang bao dan hon. Bém ké tiép, sau khi nhay,
chung tao vao Hoi An... thué phong ng... . Nguoi phu nit d6 1 Loan. Nhu tui bay thdy d6, Loan kha
dep. Nhung d6 khong phai 1a céi lam tao "dinh" Loan.

Ngung mdt lat Chinh noi:

-Vé Viét Nam choi ma c6 xe hoi di, tai xé 1a nguoi dep nhu Loan, thi con gi thich bfmg. Tuyét diéu hon
nita 13 Loan rat chiu chi. "Viét Kiéu bay gid khong sang bang Viét Cong dau. Dé em tra cho". Do 1a cau
n6i ciia Loan ma tao thich nhat. Khi khong say ruou Loan kha d& thuong; nhung khi say Loan trong ton
qua, 1ai xe hoi rat 4u , lai con dung dién thoai trong khi l4i xe nita. On qua! Thé nén chi quen nhau duoc

10 14n...khach san 13 tao tim cach de. Tao nghi minh vé dén My 1a thoat, Loan khong c6 cach gi "truy
ling" tao dugc vi ba iy khong thude mot dién gi dé My cho nhap canh. Khong HO , khong ODP , khong
du hoc...

-Vay Loan qua day bang cach nao?

-Quan hé Binh thuong My Viét: Tham quan, du lich. C6 1& thé. Tao dét chinh tri, rat mii mo vé viée vira
no6i. Qua den My, khong hiéu sao Loan tim ra nha tao ngay Tao ¢6 cam tudng nhu Loan theo doi tao sat
nut. Vira rdi Loan ciing ¢6 néi do, "I keep watch for you". Sang nay Loan da mung tai nghd voi tao bang
mot chau bia Henekein tai khach san. Udng xong Loan lai say va ngt. Tao dé Loan ¢ lai khach san va ra
day voi tui bay. Tao khong biét bay gio phai dn néi lam sao v6i Dung, hon thé cua tao, néu Dung biét
chuyén.

Ngap ngung mot 1at, Chinh noi:

-Dién, hay la may giap tao. C6 ai . théc mic, may ct nhén dai Loan la vo may. Néu can, may
nhan. ..thiét ciing duoc. Loan giau 1dm, may khoi phai tlet kiém.

-Noi vay ma nghe dugc sao. Thur nhét, tao khong dén ndi "tiét kiém" nhu may nghi. Thir hai, du sao Loan
cling 1 ... cia may. Thir ba, Loan khong "chiu" tao dau. May ra tao chi c6 thé giup dai khai nhu thé nay:
Thi du c6 ai thay Loan ngdi trong xe may va td cao véi Dung, miy cir néi Loan 1a...cia tao.

-Phai, my gitp tao nhu vay ciing duoc.

T61 n6i véi Chinh:

-N6i dai; néu Dung biét su that, Dung c6 thé tir hon. Néu thé, may 1iy quach Loan 13 xong.

-Khoéng dam dau.

Dién noi:

-May s ton tién Henekein ha?

-Chuy¢n nho.

-Vay s¢ gi?

Tao so lam ... chdng bé cta Loan. Loan di c6 chong, Giam doc mot Cong ty gi 6. Loan néi: "Ong 4y c6
vo bé thi em ciing c6 chong bé duoc chir! Nam nit binh quyén ma."



