Chg Troi

» Tac gia: Phwong Duy

M& tu-dién tiéng Viét ra, chung ta thay dinh-nghia "Chg troi" (= cho chém-hém) nhw sau: chg nhom ngoai troi, khong
nha 16ng, khéng sap, an uong phai ngdi chém hdm, khéng ghe dang. M6t cubn tu-dién khac thi dinh- nghla Cho
chuyén mua ban cac the ddé ci, thwdng hop ngoai tro’l Con mé& tu-diéan Webster's thi Flea market : an open-air
street market usually selling second-hand articles. Tu-dién The American heritage dictionary thi A market, usually
held outdoors where antiques,used household goods, and curios are sold. Tw-dién khéac lai dinh-nghia; a bazaar,
usually outdoors, dealing maintly in cheap, second hand goods.

Nhi*rng nhém dinh nghia vira néu trén chi c6 thé dang vGi "cho troi" ¢ Viét Nam ta ngay xwa nhw cho troi Kim-Bién
chr khong ding che troi &@ My.Vi cho troi @ My khéng ng6i chom hom, c6 sap. co ban do ci ma ciling c6 do mai, ban
trong cac sap cd mai che, hodc hang quan dang hoang ,cho ngoi lich si.va hon niva ¢ nhiéu tro choi giai-tri. Chg
trdi ngay xwa khi con & Viét-Nam ,phai chang 1a mét an hué doi vai ngudi ngheo, vi trong hoan canh khé khan co thé
mua ban nhitng vat dung re tién. Nhwng cling cho tréi ay gay dau kho cho ngwdi khac vi mét ngudi chom do di ban,
thi nguoi bi mat dé dé di nhién la dau kho réi ! Con cd loai cho troi cla thi nhan , do la Cho trén Tr&i, mot loai cho
troi clia nha tho Tan Ba Nguyéen-Khac-Hiéu thi lai khac niva.

Hay xem thi-sT viét trong bai tho Hau Troi:

"Chw Tién ao wdc tranh nhau dan:

Anh ganh Ién day ban cho Troi !"

Cho trdi " The Flea Market of San José" ma t6i mubn gigi thiéu day thi khac han cac "cho troi" trén. Cuw dan ciing
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nhw du-khach dén quan-hat Santa Clara nén mét lan dén tham "Cho Tréi Léun" (The Flea Market of San Jose) nam
trén dwdng Berryessa. S& di phai noi rd nhw vay vi San Jose ¢6 hai cho tréi, mét nam trén dwdng Capitol (ma cu-
dan tai day quen miéng goi la "Cho Tr&i Nhd" con cai nam trén dwdng Berryessa thi dwoc goi 14 "Cho Trdi Lon".)
The Flea Market of San José 1a mét trong bén "Cho Troi" Ién clia nwdc My va né uciing la "Cho Troi I¢n nhat thé
gi¢i." Thanh lap tr ngay 5 thang 3 nam 1960 véi 20 ngudi ban hang va wéc chirng 300 khach hang ltc ban dau,
ngay nay "Cho Trdi The Flea Market of San José" cang ngay cang phat trién manh. Toa lac gitra long thanh phé San
José,& huwdng cudi phia nam thung-liing dién-tl, khu cho' trdi nay do gia-dinh Bumb lam chu va diéu hanh.( dai gia-
dinh nay ciing 1a cha song bai Bay 101 ) Cho Troi mé clra tir sang sém dén chiéu tdi vao cac ngay Th& Tw, Th
Nam,Th& Sau,Thir Bay va Cha Nhat. Bai dau xe hoi trwdc cho trdi rong rai cé thé chira hang ngan chiéc xe.Trir hai
ngay cudi tuan, tién dau xe 1a $5.00, cac ngay khac thu $1.00

Dén Cho troi,du khach sé thay quang canh nhon nhip clia hon 2300 gian hang. Ngay cudi tuan déng khach phai hon
60 ngan khach hang di t&i di lui mua hang va vui choi. O day,khach hang co thé mua da loai hang, ma mot siéu thi
I&n nhat nwéc My ciing chwa chac day di méat hang nhu & day. O day khach hang tha hd ma méc ca (tra gia) va da
sb hang hoéa déu khong tinh tién thué. Ban cé thé mua tir cai dinh vit nhd dén nhirng may mdc, ti ban to I&n. Nhirng
show-rooms l&'n chung bay nhiéu loai ban ghe givong td. Nhirng quay hang bay ban ni trang lam bang vang 14K
va bac réat tinh xdo. T dd choi dén hoa qua twoi .Tlr quan 4o dén phan son, nuo’c hoa. M&t hang nad ciing co "dé
cl" va " dé mé&i toanh ".BDu loai phu ting xe hoi cling nhw nhirng chiéc xe dap "xin".

Vao cho trdi, ching ta sé thdy quang canh gibng nhw hang ngan "garage sales", hang chuc " farmer's markets", bén
canh nhirng "snack bars" . Ngoai ra con thay hang chuc xe ban bia va nwéc ngot (beercarts) xanh xanh, dé dé dirng
ban & cac dia diém doéng khach. Nhiéu ban nhac ndi tiéng cla ngwdi Mexico nhw Live Mariachi Music Band choii
nhac Nam My thwéng xuyén nhirtng ngay cudi tuan. Tré em thi di dén nhirng khu vui choi danh riéng rat nhon nhip
v&i cac tro choi hap dan nhuw 1ai xe hoi dua, c&i Itra, chup anh, lai trwc thang ... Theo nhirng du khach cho biét & day
rat thodi mai ltic cdm ly bia vira di vira udng khi dao vong quanh cho trévi rat réng.

Cho trdi rat an ninh. C6 hang chuc canh sat va nhan vién bao vé phu trach an ninh ngay dém. Cac nhan vién phuc
vu trong cho' tréi déu dwoc huén luyén dé mua ban véi khach hang. Tat cd nhan vién déu méac ddng phuc khi lam
viéc va cé mang bang tén va tén céng ty phuc vu. Hién nay céng ty Ogden Entertainment Services (tru s& chinh &
New-York) dang doc quyén ban thirc an, udng, thubc 14 trong cho troi.
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Vao chg troi, du khach ciing co thé goi dién thoai & cac tram dién thoai cdng céng.(van theo gia ci 0$25 .m6t 1an
dién dam) Co6 nhiéu may ATM rat tién Ioi cho khach can rut tién dé tiéu dung ngay. (ném doc theo 1st Street). Mubdn
chup &nh mau dé& ky niém, du khach cé thé dén cac buong chup anh ty dong chup va in anh ngay trong vong 2-3
phut Nhiéu trailers, snack bars ban thirc &n va nwéc gidi khat . Thirc &n dac biét cua Mé&, My, Tau. Mudn ubng bia
san xuét tai Mexico nhw Tecaté , Corona thi dén Corona cantina géc dwdng sdu 14 va Product Row. Vira nghe dan
nhac trinh bay nhac Mé vira nhém nhi c6¢ bia Mé that lanh gidng nhuw ta dang & Cancun, Rosarita hay Mexico City
bén Mexico. Mubn an diém tam thi dén Breakfast Chuck Wagon (duéng sb 9 & Main),(dwéng sb 6 va J&H). An mon
an My (American) thi dén 3rd&B St, B St.& 12/13th St.,Main St & 6 - 7 Th St. v.v.. An mén an Mé& (Mexican) & La
Pulga Taqueria, Main St.,Preparada Fruta Fresca ( 10th St & P.R). An mén Tau (chinese food) P.R & 10th St.
Barbecue & 6th St, & e St. va & Big Beef Ice Cream. O.J & Icees ¢c6 ban nhiéu noi trong cho tréi. Mudn mua trai cay
twoi, ngon va gia rat phai chang thi m&i ban vao Product Row. Hai mat hang : H6t vit I6n va Tém twoi wép nuwdc da &
trong khu Product Row ltic nao ciing ddng khach xép hang mua. Mua ga vit séng, chim chéc ,ca kiéng déa nubi choi
thi vao cac gian hang dac biét nay.

Cé rat nhiéu gian hang ban cay canh that nhw hoa va cay an trai gia rat ré .Nhiéu gian hang ban cay, hoa nhan tao
trong xa nhw nhirng vwrdn cay canh that.

Néu ban cé nhiéu dé dac cii, 40 quan cii, may méc dw dung mudn " téng kh" di cho mau ma con cé chat tién "cam
tay". Mot ngay cubi tudn nao dé ranh rdi, chiu khé bé ddu 1én xe, ché ra cho trdi roi thué mot chd dé bay ban "sale".
Gia thué ché chirng $10.00 hoac $15.00 ma ban cé thé thu tién vao nhiéu hon ban nghi trwéc d6. Con ban ndo thuc
s mudn budn ban thi hay ra m& mét sap ban vai , ban hoa, ban quan 4o mai hodc cii, ban vali, xach mang, ban
hodc sra déng hod v.v... cling séng dwoc, néu gap thdi thi cling "phat 18n" nhw ai. Gia thué ché ban hang hang thang
(dwoc & nguyén mot chd,khdi phai doi di hang ngay nhw ngudi thué ngay hodc thué tuan) cé thé thay doéi tv $210.00
dén $510.00 tuy tién nghi dwoc cung cap hoac chd "tbt,xau" .

Mudn tim mua db ci thi dén cac dwdng & khu phia déng (East side).Mua d& méi thi qua khu phia Tay (West side).

Mbi thang, méi mua, ban quan-ly cho trdi déu dé ra nhirng chuong trinh vui choi, hdi hé dac biét dé giup vui du
khach. nhu:
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* Summer BrewFest and Car show: 12- 13 thang 6

* Salsa Festival : 17- 18 thang 7

* Children's Summer Funfest: 21- 22 thang 8

* Tardeada Ranchera (thi ca hat tai t&r): 22,29 thang 8 & 5 thang 9
* Fiestas Patrias : 11- 12 thang 9

* Tardeada Ranchera (chung két thi ca hat tai t&r) 12 thang 9

* Oktoberfest (cac hang rwou bia & California trwng bay va giéi thiéu bia ctia hang ho san xuét) 16- 17 thang 10 ndm
1999.

Khu Expo Center Pavilions rat rong thwdng la noi hda nhac vui choi va xem trién 1am .
*DAu gia 6-t6 Live Auction City Auto Auction vao cac ngay May 8, May 22, June 12, June 26, July 10, July 24 v.v...

Du khach muén khéi bj lac dwéng, nén chi y: & Cho trdi ,cac dwdng ndm ngang mang sb thir tw (tr 1st Street dén
19 th Street). Pudng nam doc mang chir (A Street dén R Street) Vao cbng chinh ban gap ngay 1st Street, néu queo
phai ban sé gap ngay Product Row mat mé va dep dé v&i hai day héng ban trai cay va rau twoi tét. D6 la noi cac ba
ndi tro thich nhét va thwdng xuyén dén day vi hoa qua twoi tdt ma gia ca lai ha hon cac supermarkets anhiéu. Ngay
thwong cho trdi chi mé cira ban hang & khu West va tw Parklng lot di vao chg troi bang nga xuyén qua dwdng ham.
Thtr bay va Chu nhéat cho troi mo 3 clra : clra Eastside, clra Chinh va ctra xuyén ham Westside. Hai ngay cudi tuan,
nhirng du khach thich swu tam do cd, nén dén cac day & khu East . Nhiéu khi mua dwoc mét vai moén dé cd véi gia
thap "khéng thé twéng twong" ndi !

Di choi cho tréi The Flea Market of San José khi vao ctra ban nhé 1ay ngay mét tap sach huwéng dan (phat khéng)
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Shopplng Directory (c6 ban dd in kém) dé déc danh sach cac méat hang theo thir tw twv A dén Z va dia diém bay ban
mon hang do. Néu ban khong l4i xe dén cho troi thi dung xe buyt (xe sb 36 va 12 d6 trwdc cho troi), xe 77 va 62
chay dén nga tw Berryessa va Lundy (t&rc King ndi dai) gan cho troi.

Chg tr&i The Flea Market of San José con gi nira ?

Thua cac ban, khong thé ké hét dwoc nhirng cai gi chirga dwng trong mot khu cho 16 thién Ion nhat thé gidi dwoc.
Ban phai dén dé va xem cho biét dé c6 thé gidi thiéu voi ban bé khap noi. Nhibng ban mai sang My dinh cuw (biét chat
it tieng My) néu can cd ngay viéc lam tai cho'i troi xin lién lac v&i nguoi viet bai nay dé duoc gioi thieu viéc lam.Xin
goi dién thoai : (408) 923-1206 de lay don va hwéng dan thém khi di "interview".

PHUONG - DUY
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