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LOI GIOI THIEU

& dap (ng nhu cau hoc tiéng Anh hién
-Ddang la mot hién twong dau tw vén kj

nang cua doéng dao hoc sinh, sinh vién va
cac ban yéu thich Anh ngir ciing nhw thic day
co hdi tiép can nhirng tac phadm van hoc I6n, Ta
sach Hoc Tiéng Anh Qua Tac Pham Van Hoc
da ra doi.

Hoc tiéng Anh c6 nhiéu cach. Hoc tiéng Anh
qua cach doc cac tac phdm Van Hoc ndi tiéng
cla nhirng nha van I&n tr nguyén ban la cach
hoc rét c6 y nghia déi véi nguoi hoc tiéng Anh, vi
day 1a cach hoc cé hiéu qua & nhiéu mat, xay
dwng nhiéu ky nang. Hon ai hét, v&i nguwdi hoc
ngoai ngir, k§ nang doc va hiéu ngoai nglr do la
diéu can thiét. Vi thé, muc dich ctia Tu sach
Hoc Tiéng Anh Qua Tac Pham Vin Hoc cung
cép nhung ban goc ctia tac phdm bang tleng
Anh dé ban doc c6 thé tan mat doc nhirng 16i viét
chuén xac cua tac gid st dung tiéng Anh (nhw
tiéng me dé). Twr dé ban doc (va ngwoi hoc) sé
phét trién nhitng ky ndng can thiét, phuc vu quéa
trinh str dung ngbn ngr ctia minh trong twong lai.

Loi ich cua viéc doc cac tac phadm van hoc
qua nguyén ban tieng Anh rat dang quan tam
dén, vi ban doc cac tac phadm nay sé cé nhirng
co hdi mang den cho minh:

e Xay dyng kho ttr ving (building vocabulary)

e Hiéu rd chu trac ngr phap (understanding
grammar)

e Nam virng dwoc cach dién dat y twéng
(sharpening idea expression)
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e Lam quen va tang van téc doc van ban
tieng Anh (speeding up reading rate)
e Hiéu vé van héa cla ngudi néi tiéng Anh
(understanding cultural aspects)
e Tang cuwdng ky nang dich thuat (improving
translating skills)

e Hoc mét cach thw gian, khéng ngén
(enjoying while studying)

e Hoc mot cach hiéu qua (studying English
effectively).

T nhivng loi ich rat thiét thuc trén, Nha xuét
ban Lao Bong, két hop véi Doanh nghiép sach
Thanh Nghia manh dan gi¢i thiéu Tu sach Hoc
Tiéng Anh Qua Tac Pham Van Hoc cung tat ca
ban doc. Pay la mdt ti sach song ngir, phan
chuyén ngi¥ tiéng Viét sé gilp cac ban c6 mot
khai niém vé dich thuat, hiéu thém vé tac pham,
clng nhw rat ra cho minh mét phwong hwéng
dich thuat. Ngoai ra, con la cach hay dé ching ta
cam thu nhirng tdc phdm van hoc I&n, nhirng
Vvién ngoc quy trong kho tang tw twéng ctia nhan loai.

Mong rang trong twong lai, ban doc (cac ban
hoc va day tiéng Anh) sé c6 nhirng tdc pham
thudc Ta sach nay dwogc treng bay trong thw vién
gia dinh ctia minh, cé y nghia giao duc hoc tap,
vira xay dwng mét bd swu tdp gbm nhirng tac
phdm v&n hoc Ién mang nét dep van hoa, vira
sang trong. Day la cach thiét thuwc dé chang ta
dwa tiéng Anh vao chuwong trinh hoc tap, sau doé
manh dan dem ra s dung & mdi treong cudc
séng. TG sach con 1a nhirng 4n pham trang nha
glri tang ban bé, cac em hoc sinh, sinh vién, ban
doc yéu thich Anh ngi... cac tac phdm van hoc
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nhw |a mén qua tinh than cé y nghia: Gidp dd,
dong vién khuyén khich nguoi hoc tiéng Anh va
gli dén ho sy cam thu gia tri nhan van cao ca,
c6 y nghia cho ban than. Nhw vay, cling nhw ban
da tang ho mot chiéc nhan véi kiéu dang dep,
nam vién ngoc quy ma ho sé dem theo cubc doi
minh trén ban tay cta ho.

Nha xuét ban Lao Pdng va Doanh nghiép
sach Thanh Nghia xin tran trong chao dén ban
doc dén v&i Ta sach Hoc Tiéng Anh Qua Tac
Pham Van Hoc.

NHA XUAT BAN LAO BDONG
DOANH NGHIEP SACH THANH NGHIA
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Chapter I

PETER RABBIT LOSES
HIS APPETITE

Good appetite, you'll always find, Depends
upon your state of mind.

Peter Rabbit

Peter Rabbit had lost his appetite. Now
when Peter Rabbit loses his appetite,
something is very wrong indeed with him.
Peter has boasted that he can eat any time and
all the time. In fact, the two things that Peter
thinks most about are his stomach and
satistying his curiosity, and nearly all of the
scrapes that Peter has gotten into have been
because of those two things. So when Peter
loses his appetite or his curiosity, there is
surely something the matter with him.

Ever since Old Man Coyote had come to live
on the Green Meadows, Peter had been afraid
to go very far from the dear Old Briar-patch
where he makes his home, and where he
always feels safe. Now there wasn't any reason
why he should go far from the dear Old Briar-
patch. There was plenty to eat in it and all
around it, for sweet clover grew almost up to
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the very edge of it, and you know Peter is very
fond of sweet clover. So there was plenty for
Peter to eat without running any risk of
danger. With nothing to do but eat and sleep,
Peter should have grown fat and contented.
But he didn't.

Now that is just the way with a lot of
people. The more they have and the less they
have to worry about, the more discontented
they become, and at last they are positively
unhappy. There was little Danny Meadow
Mouse, living out on the Green Meadows; he
was happy all the livelong day, and yet he had
no safe castle like the dear Old Briar-patch
where he could always be safe. Every minute
of every day Danny had to keep his eyes wide
open and his wits working their very quickest,
for any minute he was likely to be in danger.
Old Man Coyote or Reddy Fox or Granny Fox
or Digger the Badger or Mr. Blacksnake was
likely to come creeping through the grass any
time, and they are always hungry for a fat
Meadow Mouse. And as if that weren't worry
enough, Danny had to watch the sky, too, for
Old Whitetail the Marsh Hawk, or his cousin
Redtail, or Blacky the Crow, each of whom
would be glad of a Meadow Mouse dinner. Yet
in spite of all this, Danny was happy and never
once lost his appetite.
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But Peter Rabbit, with nothing to worry him so
long as he stayed in the Old Briar-patch, couldn't eat
and grew more and more unhappy.

"I don't know what's the matter with me. I
really don't know what's the matter with me,"
said Peter, as he turned up his nose at a patch of
sweet, tender young clover. "I think I'll go and cut
some new paths through the Old Briar-patch."

Now, though he didn't know it, that was the
very best thing he could do. It gave him
something to think about. For two or three
days he was very busy cutting new paths, and
his appetite came back. But when he had made
all the paths he wanted, and there was nothing
else to do, he lost his appetite again. He just sat
still all day long and moped and thought and
thought and thought. The trouble with Peter
Rabbit's thinking was that it was all about
himself and how unhappy he was. Of course,
the more he thought about this, the more
unhappy he grew.

"If I only had some one to talk to, I'd feel
better," said he to himself. That reminded him
of Johnny Chuck and what good times they
used to have together when Johnny lived on
the Green Meadows. Then he thought of how
happy Johnny seemed with his little family in
his new home in the Old Orchard, in spite of all
the worries his family made him. And right then
Peter found out what was the matter with him.
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"I believe I'm just lonesome," said Peter.
"Yes, Sir, that's what's the matter with me.

"It isn’t good to be alone, 1've often heard my
mother say.

It makes one selfish, grouchy, cross,
And quite unhappy all the day.

One needs to think of other folks,
And not of just one’s self alone,

To find the truest happiness,

And joy and real content to own.

"Now that I've found out what is the trouble
with me, the question is, what am I going to do
about it?"
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Chapter II
PETER RABBIT PLANS A JOURNEY

It's a long jump that makes no landing.

Peter Rabbit.

"The trouble with me is that I'm lonesome,"
repeated Peter Rabbit as he sat in the dear Old
Briar-patch. "Yes, Sir, that's the only thing
that's wrong with me. I'm just tired of myself,
and that's why I've lost my appetite. And now
I know what's the matter, what am I going to
do about it? If I were sure, absolutely sure, that
Old Man Coyote meant what he said about our
being friends, I'd start out this very minute to
call on all my old friends. My, my, my, it seems
an age since I visited the Smiling Pool and saw
Grandfather Frog and Jerry Muskrat and Billy
Mink and Little Joe Otter! Mr. Coyote sounded
as if he really meant to leave me alone, but,
but—well, perhaps he did mean it when he
saw me sitting here safe among the brambles,
but if I should meet him out in the open, he
might change his mind and—oh, dear, his
teeth are terrible long and sharp!"

Peter sat a little longer, thinking and
thinking. Then a bright idea popped into his
head. He kicked up his heels.
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"Tll do it," said he. "Ill make a journey!
That's what I'll do! I'll make a journey and see
the Great World.

"By staying here and sitting still

I'm sure I'll simply grow quite ill.
A change of scene is what I need
To be from all my trouble freed."

Of course if Peter had really stopped to
think the matter over thoroughly he would
have known that running away from one kind
of trouble is almost sure to lead to other
troubles. But Peter is one of those who does his
thinking afterward. Peter is what is called
impulsive. That is, he does things and then
thinks about them later, and often wishes he
hadn't done them. So now the minute the idea
of making a journey popped into his head, he
made up his mind that he would do it, and
that was all there was to it. You see, Peter
never looks ahead. If he could get rid of the
trouble that bothered him now, which, you
know, was nothing but lonesomeness, he
wouldn't worry about the troubles he might
get into later.

Now the minute Peter made up his mind to
make a journey, he began to feel better. His lost
appetite returned, and the first thing he did
was to eat a good meal of sweet clover.
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"Let me see," said he, as he filled his big
stomach, "I believe I'll visit the Old Pasture. It's
a long way off and I've never been there, but
I've heard Sammy Jay say that it's a very
wonderful place, and I don't believe it is any
more dangerous than the Green Meadows and
the Green Forest, now that Old Man Coyote
and Reddy and Granny Fox are all living here.
I'll start tonight when I am sure that Old Man
Coyote is nowhere around, and I won't tell a
soul where I am going."

So Peter settled himself and tried to sleep
the long day away, but his mind was so full of
the long journey he was going to make that he
couldn't sleep much, and when he did have a
nap, he dreamed of wonderful sights and
adventures out in the Great World.

At last he saw jolly, round, red Mr. Sun
drop down to his bed behind the Purple Hills.
Old Mother West Wind came hurrying back
from her day's work and gathered her
children, the Merry Little Breezes, into her big
bag, and then she, too, started for her home
behind the Purple Hills. A little star came out
and winked at Peter, and then way over on the
edge of the Green Forest he heard Old Man
Coyote laugh. Peter grinned. That was what he
had been waiting for, since it meant that Old
Man Coyote was so far away that there was
nothing to fear from him.
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Peter hopped out from the dear, safe Old
Briar-patch, looked this way and that way, and
then, with his heart in his mouth, started
towards the Old Pasture as fast as he could go,

lipperty —lipperty —lip.
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Chapter III

HOOTY THE OWL CHANGES HIS
HUNTING GROUNDS

A full stomach makes a pleasant Day;
An empty stomach turns the whole world gray.
Peter Rabbit.

Hooty the owl sat on the tip-top of a tall
dead tree in the Green Forest while the Black
Shadows crept swiftly among the trees. He was
talking to himself. It wouldn't have done for
him to have spoken aloud what he was saying
to himself, for then the little people in feathers
and fur on whom he likes to make his dinner
would have heard him and known just where
he was. So he said it to himself, and sat so still
that he looked for all the world like a part of
the tree on which he was sitting. What he was
saying was this:

"Towhit, towhoo! Towhit, towhoo!
Will some one tell me what to do?

My children have an appetite

That keeps me hunting all the night,
And though their stomachs I may stuff
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They never seem to have enough.
Towhit, towhoo! Towhit, towhoo!
Will some one tell me what to do?"

When it was dark enough he gave his fierce
hunting call —"Whooo-hoo- hoo, whoo-hoo!"

Now that is a terrible sound in the dark
woods, very terrible indeed to the little forest
people, because it sounds so fierce and hungry.
It makes them jump and shiver, and that is just
what Hooty wants them to do, for in doing it
one of them is likely to make just the least
scratching with his claws, or to rustle a leaf. If
he does, Hooty, whose ears are very, very
wonderful, is almost sure to hear, and with his
great yellow eyes see him, and then - Hooty
has his dinner.

The very night when Peter Rabbit started on
his journey to the Old Pasture, Hooty the Owl
had made up his mind that something had got to
be done to get more food for those hungry babies
of his up in the big hemlock-tree in the darkest
corner of the Green Forest. Hunting was very
poor, very poor indeed, and Hooty was at his
wits' end to know what he should do. He had
hooted and hooted in vain in the Green Forest,
and he had sailed back and forth over the Green
Meadows like a great black shadow without
seeing so much as a single Mouse.
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"It's all because of Old Man Coyote and
Granny and Reddy Fox," said Hooty angrily.
"They've spoiled the hunting. Yes, Sir, that's
just what they have done! If I expect to feed
those hungry babies of mine, I must find new
hunting grounds. I believe I'll go up to the Old
Pasture. Perhaps I'll have better luck up there."

So Hooty the Owl spread his broad wings
and started for the Old Pasture just a little
while after Peter Rabbit had started for the
same place. Of course he didn't know that
Peter was on his way there, and of course Peter
didn't know that Hooty even thought of the
Old Pasture. If he had, perhaps he would have
thought twice before starting. Anyway, he
would have kept a sharper watch on the sky.
But as it was his thoughts were all of Old Man
Coyote and Granny Fox, and that is where
Peter made a very grave mistake, a very grave
mistake indeed, as he was soon to find out.
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Chaptee IV
THE SHADOW WITH SHARP CLAWS

Now what's the use, pray tell me this,
When all is said and done;

A thousand things and one to learn
And then forget the one?

For when that one alone you need,
And nothing else will do,

What good are all the thousand then?
I do not see; do you?

Peter Rabbit.

Forgetting leads to more trouble than
almost anything under the sun. Peter Rabbit
knew this. Of course he knew it. Peter had had
many a narrow escape just from forgetting
something. He knew just as well as you know
that he might just as well not learn a thing as to
learn it and then forget it. But Peter is such a
happy-go-lucky little fellow that he is very apt
to forget, and forgetting leads him into all
kinds of difficulties, just as it does most folks.

Now Peter had learned when he was a very
little fellow that when he went out at night, he
must watch out quite as sharply for Hooty the
Owl as for either Granny or Reddy Fox, and
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usually he did. But the night he started to
make a journey to the Old Pasture, his mind
was so full of Old Man Coyote and Granny
and Reddy Fox that he wholly forgot Hooty
the Owl. So, as he scampered across the Green
Meadows, lipperty-lipperty - lip, as fast as he
could go, with his long ears and his big eyes
and his wobbly nose all watching out for danger
on the ground, not once did he think that there
might be danger from the sky above him.

It was a moonlight night, and Peter was sharp
enough to keep in the shadows whenever he could.
He would scamper as fast as he knew how from
one shadow to another and then sit down in the
blackest part of each shadow to get his breath, and
to look and listen and so make sure that no one was
following him. The nearer he got to the Old Pasture,
the safer he felt from Old Man Coyote and Granny
and Reddy Fox. When he scampered across the
patches of moonshine his heart didn't come up in
his mouth the way it had at first. He grew bolder
and bolder. Once or twice he stopped for a
mouthful of sweet clover. He was tired, for he had
come a long way, but he was almost to the Old
Pasture now, and it looked very dark and safe, for it
was covered with bushes and brambles.

"Plenty of hiding places there," thought
Peter. "It really looks as safe as the dear Old
Briar-patch. No one will ever think to look for
me way off here."
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Just then he spied a patch of sweet clover
out in the moonlight. His mouth began to
water. "I'll just fill my stomach before I go into
the Old Pasture, for there may not be any
clover there," said Peter.

"You'd better be careful, Peter Rabbit," said
a wee warning voice inside him.

"Pooh!" said Peter. "There's nothing to be
afraid of way up here!"

A shadow drifted across the sweet clover
patch. Peter saw it. "That must be made by a
cloud crossing the moon," said Peter, and he
was so sure of it that he didn't even look up to
see, but boldly hopped out to fill his stomach.
Just as he reached the patch of clover, the
shadow drifted over it again. Then all in a flash
a terrible thought entered Peter's head. He
didn't stop to look up. He suddenly sprang
sideways, and even as he did so, sharp claws
tore his coat and hurt him dreadfully. He
twisted and dodged and jumped and turned
this way and that way, and all the time the
shadow followed him. Once again sharp claws
tore his coat and made him squeal with pain.

At last, when his breath was almost gone, he
reached the edge of the Old Pasture and dived
under a friendly old bramble-bush.

"Oh," sobbed Peter, "I forgot all about Hooty
the Owl! Besides, I didn't suppose he ever
came way up here."
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Chapter V
IN THE OLD PASTURE

Brambles never scratch those who
understand and are considerate of them.

Peter Rabbit.

Peter Rabbit sat under a friendly bramble-
bush on the edge of the Old Pasture and
panted for breath, while his heart went pit-a-
pat, pit-a- pat, as if it would thump its way
right through his sides. Peter had had a terrible
fright. There were long tears in his coat, and he
smarted and ached dreadfully where the cruel
claws of Hooty the Owl had torn him. And
there he was in a strange place, not knowing
which way to turn, for you know he never had
visited the Old Pasture before.

But Peter had had so many narrow escapes
in his life that he had learned not to worry over
dangers that are past. Peter is what wise men
call a phi-los-o-pher. That is a big word, but its
meaning is very simple. A philosopher is one
who believes that it is foolish to think about
things that have happened, except to learn
some lesson from them, and that the best thing
to do is to make the most of the present. Peter
had learned his lesson. He was sure of that.
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"I never, never will forget again to watch
out for Hooty the Owl," said he to himself, as
he nursed his wounds, "and so perhaps it is a
good thing that he so nearly caught me this
time. If he hadn't, I might have forgotten all
about him some time when he could catch me.
I certainly wouldn't have watched out for him
way up here, for I didn't think he ever came up
to the Old Pasture. But now I know he does,
Mr. Hooty'll have to be smarter than he's ever
been before to catch me napping again. My,
how I do smart and ache! I know now just how
Danny Meadow Mouse felt that time Hooty caught
him and dropped him into the Old Briar-patch.
Ouch! Well, as my mother used to say:

"Yesterday has gone away;
Make the most of just to-day.’

Here I am up in the Old Pasture, and the
question is, what shall I do next?"

Peter felt a queer little thrill as he peeped
out from under the friendly bramble-bush.
Very strange and wonderful it seemed. Of
course he couldn't see very far, because the
Old Pasture was all overgrown with bushes
and briars, and they made the very blackest of
black shadows in the moonlight. Peter
wondered what dangers might be awaiting
him there, but somehow he didn't feel much
afraid. No, Sir, he didn't feel much afraid. You
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see those briars looked good to him, for briars
are always friendly to Peter and unfriendly to
those who would do harm to Peter. So when
he saw them, he felt almost at home.

Peter drew a long breath. Then he cried
"Ouch!" You see, he had forgotten for a minute
how sore he was. He was eager to explore this
new wonderland, for Sammy Jay had told him
wonderful tales about it, and he knew that
here old Granny Fox and Reddy Fox had
found safety when Farmer Brown's boy had
hunted for them so hard on the Green
Meadows and in the Green Forest. He felt sure
that there must be the most splendid hiding-
places, and it seemed as if he certainly must
start right out to see them, for you know Peter
is very, very curious. But the first move he
made brought another "Ouch" from him, and
he made up a wry face.

"I guess the best thing for me to do is to stay
right where I am," said he, "for here I am safe
under this friendly old bramble."

So with a sigh Peter settled down to make
himself as comfortable as he could, and once, as
far, far away on the Green Meadows he heard the
voice of Old Man Coyote, Peter even smiled.

"I haven't anything to fear from him,
anyway, for he'll never think of coming way
up here," said he.
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Chapter VI

PETER RABBIT IS STILL
LONESOME

A sympathetic word or two

A wond rous help is, when you're blue.
So pity him who sits alone

His aches and troubles to bemoan.

Peter Rabbit.

All the rest of that night Peter sat under a
friendly old bramble-bush on the edge of the
Old Pasture and nursed the sore places made
by the claws of Hooty the Owl. At last jolly,
round, red Mr. Sun began to climb up in the
blue, blue sky, just as he does every day. Peter
looked up at him, and he felt sure that Mr. Sun
winked at him. Somehow it made him feel
better. The fact is, Peter was beginning to feel
just a wee, wee bit homesick. It is bad enough
to be in a strange place alone, but to be sore
and to smart and ache as Peter did makes that
lonesome feeling a whole lot harder to bear. It
is dreadful not to have any one to speak to, but
to look around and not see a single thing you
have ever seen before,—my, my, my, it
certainly does give you a strange, sinking
feeling way down inside!
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Before that long night was over Peter felt as
if his heart had gone way down to his very
toes. Yes, Sir, that's the way he felt. Every time
he moved at all he cried "Ouch!" He just knew
that he was growing more stiff and sore every
minute. Then he began to wonder what he
should do for something to eat, for he was in a
strange place, you remember. And that made
him think of all his private little paths through
the dear Old Briar-patch, the little paths he had
made all himself, and which no one used but
himself, excepting Danny Meadow Mouse
when he came for a visit.

"Perhaps I shall never, never see them
again," moaned Peter, and two big tears filled
his eyes and were just ready to drop.

At that moment he looked up and saw jolly,
round, red Mr. Sun wink. Peter tried to wink
back, and that made the two tears fall. But
there were no more tears to follow. You see
that wink had made all the difference in the
world, Peter's heart had jumped right back
where it belonged. Mr. Sun was one of his
oldest friends and you know

When trouble comes, a friendly face
Makes bright the very darkest place.

And so, just as he made bright all the Old
Pasture, Mr. Sun also made bright the dark
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little corners in Peter's heart just because he
was an old friend. To be sure Peter was still
lonesome, but it was a different kind of
lonesomeness. He hadn't anybody to talk to,
which is always a dreadful thing to Peter, but
he had only to look up to catch a friendly
wink, and somehow that not only made him
feel better inside but it seemed to make his
aches and smarts better too.
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Chapter VII
PETER FINDS TRACKS

Every day is different from every other day,
And always there is something new to see along the way.

Peter Rabbit.

Peter Rabbit had sat still just as long as he
could. He was stiff and lame and sore from the
wounds made by Hooty the Owl, but his
curiosity wouldn't let him sit still a minute
longer. He just HAD to explore the Old
Pasture. So with many a wry face and many an
"Ouch" he limped out from the shelter of the
friendly old bramble-bush and started out to
see what the Old Pasture was like.

Now Hooty the Owl had taught Peter
wisdom. With his torn clothes and his aches
and smarts he couldn't very well forget to be
careful. First he made sure that there was no
danger near, and this time he took pains to
look all around in the sky as well as on the
ground. Then he limped out to the very patch
of sweet clover where Hooty had so nearly
caught him the night before.

"A good breakfast," said Peter, "will make a
new Rabbit of me." You know Peter thinks a
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great deal of his stomach. So he began to eat as
fast as he could, stopping every other
mouthful to look and listen. "I know it's a bad
habit to eat fast," said he, "but it's a whole lot
worse to have an empty stomach." So he ate
and ate and ate as fast as he could make his
little jaws go, which is very fast indeed.

When Peter's stomach was stuffed full he
gave a great sigh of relief and limped back to
the friendly old bramble-bush to rest. But he
couldn't sit still long, for he just had to find out
all about the Old Pasture. So pretty soon he
started out to explore. Such a wonderful place
as it seemed to Peter! There were clumps of
bushes with little open spaces between, just the
nicest kind of playgrounds. Then there were
funny spreading, prickly juniper-trees, which
made the very safest places to crawl out of
harm's way and to hide. Everywhere were
paths made by cows. Very wonderful they
seemed to Peter, who had never seen any like
them before. He liked to follow them because
they led to all kinds of queer places.

Sometimes he would come to places where
tall trees made him think of the Green Forest,
only there were never more than a few trees
together. Once he found an old tumble-down
stone wall all covered with vines, and he
shouted right out with delight.
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"It's a regular castle!" cried Peter, and he
knew that there he would be safe from every
one but Shadow the Weasel. But he never was
wholly safe from Shadow the Weasel
anywhere, so he didn't let that thought worry
him. By and by he came to a wet place called a
swamp. The ground was soft, and there were
little pools of water. Great ferns grew here just
as they did along the bank of the Laughing
Brook, only more of them. There were pretty
birch-trees and wild cherry-trees. It was still
and dark and oh, so peaceful! Peter liked that
place and sat down under a big fern to rest. He
didn't hear a sound excepting the beautiful
silvery voice of Veery the Thrush. Listening to
it, Peter fell asleep, for he was very tired.

By and by Peter awoke. For a minute he
couldn't think where he was. Then he
remembered. But for a long time he sat
perfectly still, thinking of his adventures and
wondering if he would be missed down on the
Green Meadows. Then all of a sudden Peter
saw something that made him sit up so
suddenly that he cried "Ouch!" for he had
forgotten all about how stiff and sore he was.

What do you think Peter saw? Tracks! Yes, Sir,
he saw tracks, Rabbit tracks in the soft mud, and
Peter knew that he hadn't made them!
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Chapter VIII

THE STRANGE TRACKS IN THE
OLD PASTURE

Who has attentive ear and eye
Will learn a lot if he but try.

Peter Rabbit.

Peter Rabbit stared and stared at the tracks
in the soft mud of the swamp in the Old
Pasture. He would look first at the tracks, then
at his own feet, and finally back at the tracks
again. He scratched his long right ear with his
long right hind foot. Then he scratched his
long left ear with his long left hind foot, all the
time staring his hardest at those strange tracks.
They certainly were the tracks of a Rabbit, and it
was equally certain that they were not his own.

"They are too big for mine, and they are too
small for Jumper the Hare's. Besides, Jumper is
in the Green Forest and not way off up here,"
said Peter to himself. "I wonder—well, I
wonder if he will try to drive me away."

You see Peter knew that if he had found a
strange Rabbit in his dear Old Briar-patch he
certainly would have tried his best to drive
him out, for he felt that the Old Briar-patch
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belonged to him. Now he wondered if the
maker of these tracks would feel the same way
about the Old Pasture. Peter looked troubled
as he thought it over. Then his face cleared.

"Perhaps," said he hopefully, "he is a new
comer here, too, and if he is, I'll have just as
much right here as he has. Perhaps he simply
has big feet and isn't any bigger or stronger
than I am, and if that's the case I'd like to see
him drive me out!"

Peter swelled himself out and tried to look
as big as he could when he said this, but
swelling himself out this way reminded him of
how stiff and sore he was from the wounds
given him by Hooty the Owl, and he made a
wry face. You see he realized all of a sudden
that he didn't feel much like fighting.

"My," said Peter, "I guess I'd better find out
all about this other fellow before I have any
trouble with him. The Old Pasture looks big
enough for a lot of Rabbits, and perhaps if I
don't bother him, he won't bother me. I
wonder what he looks like. I believe I'll follow
these tracks and see what I can find."

So Peter began to follow the tracks of the
strange Rabbit, and he was so interested that
he almost forgot to limp. They led him this
way and they led him that way through the
swamp and then out of it. At the foot of a
certain birch-tree Peter stopped.
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"Ha!" said he, "now I shall know just how
big this fellow is."

How was he to know? Why, that tree was a
kind of Rabbit measuring- stick. Yes, Sir, that is
just what it was. You see, Rabbits like to keep a
record of how they grow, just as some little
boys and girls do, but as they have no doors or
walls to stand against, they use trees. And this
was the measuring-tree of the Rabbit whose
tracks Peter had been following. Peter stopped
at the foot of it and sat down to think it over.
He knew what that tree meant perfectly well.
He had one or two measuring-trees of his own
on the edge of the Green Forest. He knew, too,
that it was more than a mere measuring-tree. It
was a kind of "no trespassing” sign. It meant
that some other Rabbit had lived here for some
time and felt that he owned this part of the Old
Pasture. Peter's nose told him that, for the tree
smelled very, very strong of Rabbit—of the
Rabbit with the big feet. This was because
whoever used it for a measuring-tree used to rub
himself against it as far up as he could reach.

Peter hopped up close to it. Then he sat up
very straight and stretched himself as tall as he
could, but he wisely took care not to rub
against the tree. You see, he didn't want to
leave his own mark there. So he stretched and
stretched, but stretch as he would, he couldn't

34 «



make his wobbly little nose reach the mark
made by the other Rabbit.

"My sakes, he is a big fellow!" exclaimed
Peter. "I guess I don't want to meet him until I
feel better and stronger than I do now."
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Chapter IX
AN UNPLEASANT SURPRISE

Legs are very useful when you want to run away;
Long, sharp teeth are splendid if to fight
you want to stay;
But a far, far greater blessing, whether one
may stay or quit,
Is a clever, trusty, quick and ever ready wit.
Peter Rabbit.

Peter Rabbit sat in a snug hiding-place in
the Old Pasture and thought over what he had
found out about the strange Rabbit whose
tracks he had followed. They had led him to a
rubbing or measuring-tree, where the strange
Rabbit had placed his mark, and that mark was
so high up on the tree that Peter knew the
strange Rabbit must be a great deal bigger than
himself.

"If he's bigger, of course he is stronger,"
thought Peter, "and if he is both bigger and
stronger, of course it won't be the least bit of
use for me to fight him. Then, anyway, I'm too
stiff and sore to fight. And then, he has no
business to think he owns the Old Pasture,
because he doesn't. I have just as much right
here as he has. Yes, Sir, I have just as much
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right in this Old Pasture as he has, and if he
thinks he can drive me out he is going to find
that he was never more mistaken in his life! I'll
show him! Yes, Sir-e-e, I'll show him! I guess
my wits are as sharp as his, and I wouldn't
wonder if they are a little bit sharper."

Foolish Peter Rabbit! There he was boasting and
bragging to himself of what he would do to some
one whom he hadn't even seen, all because he had
found a sign that told him the Old Pasture, in which
he had made up his mind to make his new home,
was already the home of some one else. Peter was
like a lot of other people; he wasn't fair. No, Sir, he
wasn't fair. He let his own desires destroy his sense
of fair play. It was all right for him to put up signs in
the dear Old Briar-patch and the Green Forest,
warning other Rabbits that they must keep away,
but it was all wrong for another Rabbit to do the
same thing in the Old Pasture. Oh, my, yes! That
was quite a different matter! The very thought of it
made Peter very, very angry. When he thought of
this other Rabbit, it was always as the stranger. That
shows just how unfair Peter was, because, you see,
Peter himself was really the stranger. It was his first
visit to the Old Pasture, while it was very plain that
the other had lived there for some time.

But Peter couldn't or wouldn't see that. He
had counted so much on having the Old
Pasture to himself and doing as he pleased,
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that he was too upset and disappointed to be
fair. If the other Rabbit had been smaller than
he - well, that might have made a difference.
The truth is, Peter was just a wee bit afraid.
And perhaps it was that wee bit of fear that
made him unfair and unjust. Anyway, the
longer he sat and thought about it, the angrier
he grew, and the more he bragged and boasted
to himself about what he would do.

"T'll just keep out of sight until my wounds
are healed, and then we'll see who owns the
Old Pasture!" thought Peter.

No sooner had this thought popped into his
head than he received a surprise, such an
unpleasant surprise! It was three heavy
thumps right behind him. Peter knew what
that meant. Of course he knew. It meant that
he must run or fight. It meant that he had been
so busy thinking about how smart he was
going to be that he had forgotten to cover his
own tracks, and so the maker of the big tracks
he had followed had found him out.

Thump! Thump! Thump! There it was
again. Peter knew by the sound that it was of
no use to stay and fight, especially when he
was so sore and stiff. There was nothing to do
but run away. He simply had to. And that is
just what he did do, while his eyes were filled
with tears of rage and bitterness.
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Chapter X

PETER RABBIT ALMOST DECIDES
TO RETURN HOME

I have no doubt that you "ve been told
How timid folks are sometimes bold.

Peter Rabbit.

In all his life Peter Rabbit had never been so
disappointed. Here he was in the Old Pasture,
about which he had dreamed and thought so
long, and in reaching which he had had such a
narrow escape from Hooty the Owl, and yet he
was unhappy. The fact is, Peter was more
unhappy than he could remember ever to have
been before. Not only was he unhappy, but he
was in great fear, and the worst of it was he
was in fear of an enemy who could go
wherever he could go himself.

You see, it was this way: Peter had expected
to find some enemies in the Old Pasture. He
had felt quite sure that fierce old Mr. Goshawk
was to be watched for, and perhaps Mr.
Redtail and one or two others of the Hawk
family. He knew that Granny and Reddy Fox
had lived there once upon a time and might
come back if things got too unpleasant for
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them on the Green Meadows, now that Old
Man Coyote had made his home there. But
Peter didn't worry about any of these dangers.
He was used to them, was Peter. He had been
dodging them ever since he could remember,
A friendly bramble-bush, a little patch of
briars, or an old stone wall near was all that
Peter needed to feel perfectly safe from these
enemies, But now he was in danger wherever
he went, for he had an enemy who could go
everywhere he could, and it seemed to Peter
that this enemy was following him all the time.
Who was it? Why, it was a great big old Rabbit
with a very short temper, who, because he had
lived there for a long time, felt that he owned the
Old Pasture and that Peter had no right there.

Now, In spite of all his trouble, Peter had
seen enough of the Old Pasture to think it a
very wonderful place, a very wonderful place
indeed. He had seen just enough to want to see
more. You know how very curious Peter is. It
seemed to him that he just couldn't go back to
the dear Old Briar-patch on the Green
Meadows until he had seen everything to be
seen in the Old Pasture. So he couldn't make
up his mind to go back home, but stayed and
stayed, hoping each day that the old gray
Rabbit would get tired of hunting for him, and
would let him alone.
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But the old gray Rabbit didn't do anything
of the kind. He seemed to take the greatest
delight in waiting until Peter thought that he
had found a corner of the Old Pasture where
he would be safe, and then in stealing there
when Peter was trying to take a nap, and
driving him out. Twice Peter had tried to fight,
but the old gray Rabbit was too big for him. He
knocked all the wind out of poor Peter with a
kick from his big hind legs, and then with his
sharp teeth he tore Peter's coat.

Poor Peter! His coat had already been badly
torn by the cruel claws of Hooty the Owl, and
Old Mother Nature hadn't had time to mend it
when he fought with the old gray Rabbit. After
the second time Peter didn't try to fight again.
He just tried to keep out of the way. And he
did, too. But in doing it he lost so much sleep
and he had so little to eat that he grew thin and
thin and thinner, until, with his torn clothes, he
looked like a scarecrow.

And still he hated to give in

When there was still so much to see.
"Persistence, I was taught, will win,
And so I will persist," said he.

And he did persist day after day, until at
last he felt that he really must give it up. He
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had stretched out wearily on a tiny sunning-
bank in the farthest corner of the Old Pasture,
and had just about made up his mind that he
would go back that very night to the dear Old
Briar-patch on the Green Meadows, when a
tiny rustle behind him made him jump to his
feet with his heart in his mouth. But instead of
the angry face of the old gray Rabbit he saw
- what do you think? Why, two of the
softest, gentlest eyes peeping at him from
behind a big fern.
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Chapter XI

PETER RABBIT HAS A SUDDEN
CHANGE OF MIND

Whatever you decide to do
Make up your mind to see it through.

Peter Rabbit.

Peter Rabbit stared at the two soft, gentle
eyes peeping at him from behind the big fern
just back of the sunning-bank in the far corner
of the Old Pasture. He had so fully expected to
see the angry face of the big, gray, old Rabbit
who had made life so miserable for him that
for a minute he couldn't believe that he really
saw what he did see. And so he just stared and
stared. It was very rude. Of course it was. It
was very rude indeed. It is always rude to
stare at any one. So it was no wonder that after
a minute the two soft, gentle eyes disappeared
behind one of the great green leaves of the
fern. Peter gave a great sigh. Then he
remembered how rude he had been to stare so.

"I - I beg your pardon,” said Peter in his
politest manner, which is very polite indeed,
for Peter can be very polite when he wants to
be. "I beg your pardon. I didn't mean to
frighten you. Please forgive me."
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With the greatest eagerness Peter waited for
a reply. You know it was because he had been
so lonesome that he had left his home in the
dear Old Briar-patch on the Green Meadows.
And since he had been in the Old Pasture he
had been almost as lonesome, for he had had
no one to talk to. So now he waited eagerly for
a reply. You see, he felt sure that the owner of
such soft, gentle eyes must have a soft, gentle
voice and a soft, gentle heart, and there was
nothing in the world that Peter needed just
then so much as sympathy. But though he
waited and waited, there wasn't a sound from
the big fern.

"Perhaps you don't know who I am. I'm
Peter Rabbit, and I've come up here from the
Green Meadows, and I'd like very much to be
your friend," continued Peter after a while. Still
there was no sound. Peter peeped from the
corner of one eye at the place where he had
seen the two soft, gentle eyes, but there was
nothing to be seen but the gently waving leaf
of the big fern. Peter didn't know just what to
do. He wanted to hop over to the big fern and
peep behind it, but he didn't dare to. He was
afraid that whoever was hiding there would
run away.

"I'm very lonesome; won't you speak to
me?" said Peter, in his gentlest voice, and he
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sighed a deep, doleful sort of sigh. Still there
was no reply. Peter had just about made up his
mind that he would go over to the big fern
when he saw those two soft, gentle eyes
peeping from under a different leaf. It seemed
to Peter that never in all his life had he seen
such beautiful eyes. They looked so shy and
bashful that Peter held his breath for fear that
he would frighten them away.

After a time the eyes disappeared. Then Peter
saw a little movement among the ferns, and he
knew that whoever was there was stealing away.
He wanted to follow, but something down inside
him warned him that It was best to sit still. So
Peter sat just where he was and kept perfectly still
for the longest time.

But the eyes didn't appear again, and at last
he felt sure that whoever they belonged to had
really gone away. Then he sighed another
great sigh, for suddenly he felt more lonesome
than ever. He hopped over to the big fern and
looked behind it. There in the soft earth was a
footprint, the footprint of a Rabbit, and it was
SMALLER than his own. It seemed to Peter
that it was the most wonderful little footprint
he ever had seen.

"I believe," said Peter right out loud, "that
I'll change my mind. I won't go back to the
dear Old Briar-patch just yet, after all."
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Chapter XII

PETER LEARNS SOMETHING
FEOM TOMMY TIT

When you find a friend in trouble
Pass along a word of cheer.

Often it is very helpful

Just to feel a friend is near.

Peter Rabbit.

"Hello, Peter Rabbit! What are you doing
way up here, and what are you looking so
mournful about?"

Peter gave a great start of pleased surprise.
That was the first friendly voice he had heard
for days and days.

"Hello yourself, Tommy Tit!" shouted Peter
joyously. "My, my, my, but I am glad to see
you! But what are you doing up here in the
Old Pasture yourself?"

Tommy Tit the Chickadee hung head down
from the tip of a slender branch of a maple-tree
and winked a saucy bright eye at Peter. "I've
got a secret up here," he said.

Now there is nothing in the world Peter
Rabbit loves more than a secret. But he cannot
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keep one to save him. No, Sir, Peter Rabbit can
no more keep a secret than he can fly. He
means to. His intentions are the very best in
the world, but—

Alas! alack! poor Peter's tongue Is very, very
loosely hung. And so, because he MUST talk and
WILL talk every chance he gets, he cannot keep a
secret. People who talk too much never can.

"What is your secret?" asked Peter eagerly.

Tommy Tit looked down at Peter, and his
sharp little eyes twinkled. "It's a nest with six
of the dearest little babies in the world in it," he
replied.

"Oh, how lovely!" cried Peter. "Where is it,
Tommy Tit?"

"In a hollow birch-stub," replied Tommy, his
eyes twinkling more than ever.

"But where is the hollow birch-stub?"
persisted Peter.

Tommy laughed. "That's my real secret,”
said he, "and if I should tell you it wouldn't be
a secret at all. Now tell me what you are doing
up here in the Old Pasture, Peter Rabbit."

Peter saw that it was of no use to tease
Tommy Tit for his secret, so instead he poured
out all his own troubles. He told how
lonesome he had been in the dear Old Briar-
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patch on the Green Meadows because he didn't
dare to go about for fear of Old Man Coyote,
and how at last he had decided to visit the Old
Pasture. He told how Hooty the Owl had
nearly caught him on his way, and then how,
ever since his arrival, he had been hunted by
the big, gray, old Rabbit so that he could
neither eat nor sleep and had become so
miserable that at last he had made up his mind
to go back to the dear Old Briar-patch.

"Ho!" interrupted Tommy Tit, "I know him.
He's Old Jed Thumper, the oldest, biggest,
crossest Rabbit anywhere around. He's lived in
the Old Pasture so long that he thinks he owns
it. It's a wonder that he hasn't killed you."

"] guess perhaps he would have only I can
run faster than he can," replied Peter, looking a
little shamefaced because he had to own up
that he ran away instead of fighting.

Tommy Tit laughed. "That's the very wisest
thing you could have done," said he. "But why
don't you go back to the dear Old Briar-patch
in the Green Meadows?"

Peter hesitated and looked a wee bit foolish.
Finally he told Tommy Tit all about the two
soft, gentle eyes he had seen peeping at him
from behind a big fern, and how he wanted to
know who the eyes belonged to.
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"If that's all you want to know, I can tell
you," said Tommy Tit, jumping out into the air
to catch a foolish little bug who tried to fly
past. "Those eyes belong to little Miss Fuzzy-
tail, and she's the favorite daughter of Old Jed
Thumper. You take my advice, Peter Rabbit,
and trot along home to the Old Briar-patch
before you get into any more trouble. There's
my wife calling. Yes, my dear, I'm coming!
Chickadee- dee-dee!"

And with a wink and a nod to Peter Rabbit,
off flew Tommy Tit.
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Chapter XIII
LITTLE MISS FUZZYTAIL

Foolish questions waste time, but wise
questions lead to knowledge.

Peter Rabbit.

"Little Miss Fuzzytail!" Peter said it over and
over again, as he sat on the sunning-bank in
the far corner of the Old Pasture, where
Tommy Tit the Chickadee had left him.

"It's a pretty name," said Peter. "Yes, Sir, it's
a pretty name. It's the prettiest name I've ever
heard. I wonder if she is just as pretty. [-1—
think she must be. Yes, I am quite sure she
must be." Peter was thinking of the soft, gentle
eyes he had seen peeping at him from behind
the big fern, and of the dainty little footprint he
had found there afterward. So he sat on the
sunning-bank, dreaming pleasant dreams and
wondering if he could find little Miss Fuzzytail
if he should go look for her.

Now all the time, although Peter didn't
know it, little Miss Fuzzytail was very close by.
She was right back in her old hiding-place
behind the big fern, shyly peeping out at him
from under a great leaf, where she was sure he
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wouldn't see her. She saw the long tears in
Peter's coat, made by the cruel claws of Hooty
the Owl, and she saw the places where her
father, Old Jed Thumper, had pulled the hair
out with his teeth. She saw how thin and
miserable Peter looked, and tears of pity filled
the soft, gentle eyes of little Miss Fuzzytail, for,
you see, she had a very tender heart.

"He's got a very nice face," thought Miss
Fuzzytail, "and he certainly was very polite,
and I do love good manners. And Peter is such
a nice sounding name! It sounds so honest and
good and true. Poor fellow! Poor Peter Rabbit!"
Here little Miss Fuzzytail wiped her eyes. "He
looks so miserable I do wish I could do
something for him. I—I—oh, dear, I do believe
he is coming right over here! I guess I better be
going. How he limps!"

Once more the tears filled her soft, gentle
eyes as she stole away, making not the least
little sound. When she was sure she was far
enough away to hurry without attracting
Peter's attention, she began to run.

"I saw him talking to my old friend Tommy
Tit the Chickadee, and I just know that Tommy
will tell me all about him," she thought, as she
scampered along certain private little paths of
her own.
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Just as she expected, she found Tommy Tit
and his anxious little wife, Phoebe, very busy
hunting for food for six hungry little babies
snugly hidden in a hollow near the top of the
old birch-stub. Tommy was too busy to talk
then, so little Miss Fuzzytail sat down under a
friendly bramble-bush to rest and wait, and
while she waited, she carefully washed her
face and brushed her coat until it fairly shone.
You see, not in all the Old Pasture, or the
Green Forest, was there so slim and trim and
neat and dainty a Rabbit as little Miss
Fuzzytail, and she was very, very particular
about her appearance.

By and by, Tommy Tit stopped to rest. He
looked down at Miss Fuzzytail and winked a
saucy black eye. Miss Fuzzytail winked back.
Then both laughed, for they were very good
friends, indeed.

"Tell me, Tommy Tit, all about Peter
Rabbit," commanded little Miss. Fuzzytail.
And Tommy did.
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Chapter XIV

SOME ONE FOOLS OLD JED
THUMPER

You cannot judge a person’s temper by his
size. There is more meanness in the head of a
Weasel than in the whole of a Bear.

Peter Rabbit.

Old Jed Thumper sat in his bull-briar castle
in the middle of the Old Pasture, scowling
fiercely and muttering to himself. He was very
angry, was Old Jed Thumper. He was so angry
that presently he stopped muttering and began
to chew rapidly on nothing at all but his
temper, which is a way angry Rabbits have.

The more he chewed his temper, the angrier
he grew. He was big and stout and strong and
gray. He had lived so long in the Old Pasture
that he felt that it belonged to him and that no
other Rabbit had any right there unless he said
so. Yet here was a strange Rabbit who had had
the impudence to come up from the Green
Meadows and refused to be driven away. Such
impudence!

Of course it was Peter Rabbit of whom Old
Jed Thumper was thinking. It was two days
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since he had caught a glimpse of Peter, but he
knew that Peter was still in the Old Pasture, for
he had found fresh tracks each day. That very
morning he had visited his favorite feeding
ground, only to find Peter's tracks there. It had
made him so angry that he had lost his
appetite, and he had gone straight back to his
bull-briar castle to think it over. At last Old Jed
Thumper stopped chewing on his temper. He
scowled more fiercely than ever and stamped
the ground impatiently.

"T'll hunt that fellow till I kill him, or drive
him so far from the Old Pasture that he'll never
think of coming back. I certainly will!" he said
aloud, and started forth to hunt.

Now it would have been better for the plans
of Old Jed Thumper if he had kept them to
himself instead of speaking aloud. Two dainty
little ears heard what he said, and two soft,
gentle eyes watched him leave the bull-briar
castle. He started straight for the far corner of
the Old Pasture where, although he didn't
know it, Peter Rabbit had found a warm little
sunning-bank. But he hadn't gone far when,
from way off in the opposite direction, he
heard a sound that made him stop short and
prick up his long ears to listen. There it was
again—thump, thump! He was just going to
thump back an angry reply, when he thought
better of it.
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"If do that," thought he, "I'll only warn him,
and he'll run away, just as he has before."

So instead, he turned and hurried in the
direction from which the thumps had come,
taking the greatest care to make no noise.
Every few jumps he would stop to listen.
Twice more he heard those thumps, and each
time new rage filled his heart, and for a minute
or two he chewed his temper.

"He's down at my blueberry-patch,”" he muttered.

At last he reached the blueberry-patch. Very
softly he crept to a place where he could see and
not be seen. No one was there. No, Sir, no one
was there! He waited and watched, and there
wasn't a hair of Peter Rabbit to be seen. He was
just getting ready to go look for Peter's tracks
when he heard that thump, thump again. This
time it came from his favorite clover-patch where
he never allowed even his favorite daughter, little
Miss Fuzzytail, to go. Anger nearly choked him as
he hurried in that direction. But when he got
there, just as before no one was to be seen.

So, all the morning long, Old Jed Thumper
hurried from one place to another and never
once caught sight of Peter Rabbit. Can you
guess why? Well, the reason was that all the
time Peter was stretched out on his warm
sunning-bank getting the rest he so much

needed. It was some one else who was fooling
Old Jed Thumper.
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Chapter XV

A PLEASANT SURPRISE FOR
PETER

Sticks will break and sticks will bend,
And all things bad will have an end.

Peter Rabbit.

All morning, while someone was fooling
Old Jed Thumper, the cross old Rabbit who
thought he owned the Old Pasture, Peter
Rabbit lay stretched out on the warm little
sunning-bank, dreaming of soft, gentle eyes
and beautiful little footprints. It was a
dangerous place to go to sleep, because at any
time fierce Mr. Goshawk might have come that
way, and if he had, and had found Peter Rabbit
asleep, why, that would have been the end of
Peter and all the stories about him.

Peter did go to sleep. You see, the sunning-
bank was so warm and comfortable, and he
was so tired and had had so little sleep for
such a long time that, in spite of all he could
do, he nodded and nodded and finally slipped
off into dreamland.

Peter slept a long time, for no one came to
disturb him. It was past noon when he opened
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his eyes and blinked up at jolly, round, red Mr.
Sun. For a minute he couldn't remember where
he was. When he did, he sprang to his feet and
hastily looked this way and that way.

"My gracious!" exclaimed Peter. "My
gracious, what a careless fellow I am! It's a
wonder that Old Jed Thumper didn't find me
asleep. My, but I'm hungry! Seems as if I
hadn't had a good square meal for a year."

Peter stopped suddenly and began to
wrinkle his nose. "Um-m!" said he, "if I didn't
know better, I should say that there is a patch
of sweet clover close by. Um-m, my, my! Am I
really awake, or am I still dreaming? I certainly
do smell sweet clover!"

Slowly Peter turned his head In the
direction from which the delicious smell
seemed to come. Then he whirled around and
stared as hard as ever he could, his mouth
gaping wide open in surprise. He blinked,
rubbed his eyes, then blinked again. There
could be no doubt of it; there on the edge of
the sunning-bank was a neat little pile of
tender, sweet clover. Yes, Sir, there it was!

Peter walked all around it, looking for all
the world as if he couldn't believe that it was
real. Finally he reached out and nibbled a leaf
of it. It WAS real!
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There was no doubt in Peter's mind then.
Some one had put it there while Peter was
asleep, and Peter knew that it was meant for
him. Who could it have been?

Suddenly a thought popped into Peter's
head. He stopped eating and hopped over to
the big fern from behind which he had first
seen the two soft, gentle eyes peeping at him
the day before. There in the soft earth was a
fresh footprint, and it looked very, very much
like the footprint of dainty little Miss Fuzzytail!

Peter's heart gave a happy little jump. He
felt sure now who had put the clover there. He
looked wistfully about among the ferns, but
she was nowhere to be seen. Finally he hopped
back to the pile of clover and ate it, every bit, and
it seemed to him that it was the sweetest,
tenderest clover he had ever tasted in all his life.
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Chapter XVI
PETER RABBIT'S LOOKING-GLASS

If people by their looks are judged,

As judged they re sure to be,

Why each should always look his best,
I'm sure you will agree.

Peter Rabbit.

For the first time in his life Peter Rabbit had
begun to think about his clothes. Always he
had been such a happy-go-lucky fellow that it
never had entered his head to care how he
looked. He laughed at Sammy Jay for thinking
so much of that beautiful blue-and-white coat
he wears, and he poked fun at Reddy Fox for
bragging so much about his handsome suit. As
for himself, Peter didn't care how he looked. If
his coat was whole, or in rags and tags, it was
all the same to Peter. But now Peter, sitting on
the edge of his sunning-bank in the far corner
of the Old Pasture, suddenly realized that he
wanted to be good-looking. Yes, Sir, he wanted
to be good-looking. He wished that he were
bigger. He wished that he were the biggest and
strongest Rabbit in the world. He wished that
he had a handsome coat. And it was all
because of the soft, gentle eyes of little Miss
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Fuzzytail that he had seen peeping out at him
so often. He felt sure that it was little Miss
Fuzzytail herself who had left the pile of sweet
clover close by his sunning-bank the other day
while he was asleep.

The fact is, Peter Rabbit was falling in love.
Yes, Sir, Peter Rabbit was falling in love. All he
had seen of little Miss Fuzzytail were her soft,
gentle eyes, for she was very shy and had kept
out of sight. But ever since he had first seen
them, he had thought and dreamed of nothing
else, until it seemed as if there were nothing in
the world he wanted so much as to meet her.
Perhaps he would have wanted this still more
if he had known that it was she who had
fooled her father, Old Jed Thumper, the big,
gray, old Rabbit, so that Peter might have the
long nap on the sunning-bank he so needed.

"I've just got to meet her. I've just got to!"
said Peter to himself, and right then he began
to wish that he were big and fine-looking.

"My, I must be a sight!" he thought, "I
wonder how I do look, anyway. I must hunt
up a looking-glass and find out."

Now when Peter Rabbit thinks of doing a
thing, he wastes very little time. It was that
way now. He started at once for the bit of

swamp where he had first seen the tracks of
Old Jed Thumper. He still limped from the
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wounds made by Hooty the Owl. But in spite
of this he could travel pretty fast, and it didn't
take him long to reach the swamp.

There, just as he expected, he found a
looking-glass. What was it like? Why, it was
just a tiny pool of water. Yes, Sir, it was a quiet
pool of water that reflected the ferns growing
around it and the branches of the trees hanging
over it, and Peter Rabbit himself sitting on the
edge of it. That was Peter's looking-glass.

For a long time he stared into it. At last he gave a
great sigh. "My, but I am a sight!" he exclaimed.

He was. His coat was ragged and torn from
the claws of Hooty the Owl and the teeth of
Old Jed Thumper. The white patch on the seat
of his trousers was stained and dirty from
sitting down in the mud. There were burrs
tangled in his waistcoat. He was thin and
altogether a miserable looking Rabbit.

"It must be that Miss Fuzzytail just pities
me. She certainly can't admire me," muttered
Peter, as he pulled out the burrs.

For the next hour Peter was very busy. He
washed and he brushed and he combed. When, at
last, he had done all that he could, he took
another look in his looking-glass, and what he
saw was a very different looking Rabbit.

"Though I am homely, lank and lean, I can
at least be neat and clean,” said he, as he
started back for the sunning-bank.
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Chapter XVII
PETER MEETS MISS FUZZYTAIL

That this is true there’s no denying -
There’s nothing in the world like trying.

Peter Rabbit.

Peter Rabbit was feeling better. Certainly he
was looking better. You see, just as soon as Old
Mother Nature saw that Peter was trying to
look as well as he could, and was keeping
himself as neat and tidy as he knew how, she
was ready to help, as she always is. She did her
best with the rents in his coat, made by the
claws of Hooty the Owl and the teeth of Old
Jed Thumper, and so it wasn't long before
Peter's coat looked nearly as good as new.
Then, too, Peter was getting enough to eat
these days. Days and days had passed since he
had seen Old Jed Thumper, and this had given
him time to eat and sleep.

Peter wondered what had become of Old
Jed Thumper. '"Perhaps something has
happened to him," thought Peter. "I - I almost
hope something has." Then, being ashamed of
such a wish, he added, "Something not very
dreadful, but which will keep him from
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hunting me for a while and trying to drive me
out of the Old Pasture."

Now all this time Peter had been trying to
find little Miss Fuzzytail. He was already in
love with her, although all he had seen of her
were her two soft, gentle eyes, shyly peeping
at him from behind a big fern. He had
wandered here and sauntered there, looking
for her, but although he found her footprints
very often, she always managed to keep out of
his sight, You see, she knew the Old Pasture so
much better than he did, and all the little paths
in it, that she had very little trouble in keeping
out of his way. Then, too, she was very busy,
for it was she who was keeping her cross
father, Old Jed Thumper, away from Peter,
because she was so sorry for Peter. But Peter
didn't know this. If he had, I am afraid that he
would have been more in love than ever.

The harder she was to find, the more Peter
wanted to find her. He spent a great deal of
time each day brushing his coat and making
himself look as fine as he could, and while he
was doing it, he kept wishing over and over
again that something would happen so that he
could show little Miss Fuzzytail what a smart,
brave fellow he really was.

But one day followed another, and Peter
seemed no nearer than ever to meeting little
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Miss Fuzzytail. He was thinking of this one
morning and was really growing very down-
hearted, as he sat under a friendly bramble-
bush, when suddenly there was a sharp little
scream of fright from behind a little juniper-tree.

Somehow Peter knew whose voice that was,
although he never had heard it before. He
sprang around the little juniper-tree, and what
he saw filled him with such rage that he didn't
once stop to think of himself. There was little
Miss Fuzzytail in the clutches of Black Pussy,
Farmer Brown's cat, who often stole away from
home to hunt in the Old Pasture. Like a flash
Peter sprang over Black Pussy, and as he did
so he kicked with all his might. The cat hadn't
seen him coming, and the kick knocked her
right into the prickly juniper-tree. Of course
she lost her grip on little Miss Fuzzytail, who
hadn't been hurt so much as frightened.

By the time the cat got out of the juniper-
tree, Peter and Miss Fuzzytail were sitting side
by side safe in the middle of a bull-briar patch.

"Oh? how brave you are!" sobbed little Miss
Fuzzytail.

And this is the way that Peter Rabbit at last
got his heart's desire.
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Chapter XVIII

TOMMY TIT PROVES
A FRIEND INDEED

Nothing in all the world is so precious as a
true friend.

Peter Rabbit.

After Peter Rabbit had saved little Miss
Fuzzytail from Black Pussy, the cat who
belonged way down at Farmer Brown's house
and had no business hunting in the Old
Pasture, he went with her as near to her home
as she would let him. She said that it wasn't
necessary that he should go a single step, but
Peter insisted that she needed him to see that
no more harm came to her. Miss Fuzzytail
laughed at that, for she felt quite able to take
care of herself. It had been just stupid
carelessness on her part that had given Black
Pussy the chance to catch her, she said, and she
was very sure that she never would be so
careless again. What she didn't tell Peter was
that she had been so busy peeping at him and
admiring him that she had quite forgotten to
watch out for danger for herself.

Finally she said that he could go part way
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with her. But when they were almost within
sight of the bull-briar castle of her father, Old
Jed Thumper, the big, gray Rabbit who
thought he owned the Old Pasture, she made
Peter turn back. You see, she was afraid of
what Old Jed Thumper might do to Peter,
and —well, the truth is she was afraid of what
he might do to her if he should find out that
she had made friends with Peter.

So Peter was forced to go back, but he took
with him a half promise that she would meet
him the next night up near his sunning-bank in
the far corner of the Old Pasture.

After that there were many pleasant days
for Peter Rabbit. Sometimes little Miss Fuzzytail
would meet him, and sometimes she would shyly
hide from, him, but somehow, somewhere, he
managed to see her every day, and so all the time
in Peter's heart was a little song:

"The sky is blue; the leaves are green;
The golden sunbeams peep between;
My heart is joyful as can be,

And all the world looks bright to me."

And then one day Old Jed Thumper found
out all about how his daughter, little Miss
Fuzzytail, and Peter Rabbit had become such
good friends. Old Jed Thumper went into a
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terrible rage. He chewed and chewed with
nothing in his mouth, that is, nothing but his
temper, the way an angry Rabbit will. He
vowed and declared that if he never ate
another mouthful he would drive Peter Rabbit
from the Old Pasture.

My, my, my, those were bad days for Peter
Rabbit! Yes, Sir, those certainly were bad days!
Old Jed Thumper had found out how little
Miss Fuzzytail had been fooling him by
making him think Peter was in parts of the Old
Pasture in quite the opposite direction from
where he really was. Worse still, he found
Peter's favorite sunning-bank in the far corner
of the Old Pasture and would hide near it and
try to catch Peter every time Peter tried to get a
few minutes' rest there. He did something
worse than that.

One day he saw fierce Mr. Goshawk
hunting. He let Mr. Goshawk almost catch
him. and then ducked under a bramble-bush.
Then he showed himself again and once more
escaped in the same way. So he led fierce Mr.
Goshawk to a point where Mr. Goshawk could
look down and see Peter Rabbit stretched out
on his sunning-bank, trying to get a little rest.
Right; away Mr. Goshawk forgot all about Old
Jed Thumper and sailed up in the sky from
where he could swoop down on Peter, while
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Old Jed Thumper, chuckling to himself
wickedly, hid where he could watch what
would happen.

That certainly would have been the last of
Peter Rabbit if it hadn't been for Tommy Tit the
Chickadee. Tommy saw Mr. Goshawk and just
in time warned Peter, and so Mr. Goshawk got
only his claws full of soft earth for his pains,
while Old Jed Thumper once more chewed on
nothing in rage and disappointment. Dear me,
dear me, those certainly were dreadful days for
Peter Rabbit and little Miss Fuzzytail. You see,
all the time little Miss Fuzzytail was terribly
worried for fear Peter would be caught.
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Chapter XIX
OLD MAN COYOTE PAYS A DEBT

Some little seeds of goodness
You'll find in every heart,

To sprout and keep on growing
When once they get a start.

Peter Rabbit.

Matters went from bad to worse with Peter
Rabbit and little Miss Fuzzytail. Peter would
have made up his mind to go back to his old
home in the dear Old Briar-patch on the Green
Meadows, but he felt that he just couldn't leave
little Miss Fuzzytail, and little Miss Fuzzytail
couldn't make up her mind to go with Peter,
because she felt that she just couldn't leave the
Old Pasture, which always had been her home.
So Peter spent his days and nights ready to
jump and run from Jed Thumper, the gray old
Rabbit who thought he owned the Old Pasture,
and who had declared that he would drive
Peter out.

Now Peter, as you know, had an old friend
in the Old Pasture, Tommy Tit the Chickadee.
One day Tommy took it into his head to fly
down to the Green Meadows. There he found
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everybody wondering what had become of
Peter Rabbit, for you remember Peter had
stolen away from the dear Old Briar-patch in
the night and had told no one where he was
going.

Now one of the first to ask Tommy Tit if he
had seen Peter Rabbit was Old Man Coyote.
Tommy told him where Peter was and of the
dreadful time Peter was having, Old Man
Coyote asked a lot of questions about the Old
Pasture and thanked Tommy very politely as
Tommy flew over to the Smiling Pool to call on
Grandfather Frog and Jerry Muskrat.

That night, after jolly, round, red Mr. Sun
had gone to bed behind the Purple Hills, and
the Black Shadows had crept over the Green
Meadows, Old Man Coyote started for the Old
Pasture, Now, he had never been there before,
but he had asked so many questions of Tommy
Tit, and he is so smart anyway, that it didn't
take him long to go all through the Old Pasture
and to find the bull-briar castle of Old Jed
Thumper, who was making life so miserable
for Peter Rabbit, He wasn't at home, but Old
Man Coyote's wonderful nose soon found his
tracks, and he followed them swiftly, without
making a sound. Pretty soon he came to a
bramble-bush, and under it he could see Old
Jed Thumper. For just a minute he chuckled, a
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noiseless chuckle, to himself. Then he opened
his mouth and out came that terrible sound
which had so frightened all the little people on
the Green Meadows when Old Man Coyote
had first come there to live.

"Ha, ha, ha! Ho, ho, ho! Hee, hee, hee! Ha,
ho, hee, ho!"

Old Jed Thumper never had heard anything
like that before. It frightened him so that before
he thought what he was doing he had jumped
out from under the bramble-bush. Of course
this was just what Old Man Coyote wanted. In
a flash he was after him, and then began such a
race as the Old Pasture never had seen before.
Round and round, this way and that way,
along the cow paths raced Old Jed Thumper
with Old Man Coyote at his heels, until at last,
out of breath, so tired that it seemed to him he
couldn't run another step, frightened almost
out of his senses, Old Jed Thumper reached his
bull-briar castle and was safe.

Then Old Man Coyote laughed his terrible
laugh once more and trotted over to the
tumble-down stone-wall in which his keen
nose told him Peter Rabbit was hiding.

"One good turn deserves another, and I
always pay my debts, Peter Rabbit" said he.
"You did me a good turn some time ago down
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on the Green Meadows, when you told me
how Granny and Reddy Fox were planning to
make trouble for me by leading Bowser the
Hound to the place where I took my daily nap,
and now we are even. I don't think that old
gray Rabbit will dare to poke so much as his
nose out of his bull-briar castle for a week.
Now I am going back to the Green Meadows,
Good night, Peter Rabbit, and don't forget that
I always pay my debts."

"Good night, and thank you, Mr. Coyote,"
said Peter, and then, when Old Man Coyote
had gone, he added to himself in a shame-
faced way: "I didn't believe him when he said
that he guessed we would be friends."
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Chapter XX

LITTLE MISS FUZZYTAIL
WHISPERS "YES"

Love is a beautiful, wonderful thing.

There's nothing quite like it on all the green earth.
"Tis love in the heart teaches birdies to sing,

And gives the wide world all its joy and its mirth.

Peter Rabbit.

Peter Rabbit was finding this out. Always
he had been happy, for happiness had been
born in him. But the happiness he had known
before was nothing to the happiness that was
his when he found that he loved little Miss
Fuzzytail and that little Miss Fuzzytail loved
him, Peter was sure that she did love him,
although she wouldn't say so. But love doesn't
need words, and Peter had seen it shining in
the two soft, gentle eyes of little Miss Fuzzytail. So
Peter was happy in spite of the trouble that Old led
Thumper, the big, gray Rabbit who was the father
of little Miss Fuzzytail, had made for him in the Old
Pasture,

He had tried very hard, very hard indeed, to
get little Miss Fuzzytail to go back with him to
the dear Old Briar-patch on the Green
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Meadows, but in spite of all he could say she
couldn't make up her mind to leave the Old
Pasture, which, you know, had been her home
ever since she was born. And Peter couldn't
make up his mind to go back there and leave
her, because—why, because he loved her so
much that he felt that he could never, never be
happy without her. Then, when Old Jed
Thumper was hunting Peter so hard that he
hardly had a chance to eat or sleep, had come
Old Man Coyote the Wolf and given Old Jed
Thumper such a fright that for a week he
didn't dare poke so much as his nose out of his
bull- briar castle.

Now, although Old Man Coyote didn't
know it, his terrible voice had frightened little
Miss Fuzzytail almost as much as it had Old
Jed Thumper. You see, she never had heard it
before, She didn't even know what it was, and
all that night she had crouched in her most
secret hiding-place, shivering and shaking
with fright. The next morning Peter had found
her there. She hadn't slept a wink, and she was
still too frightened to even go look for her
breakfast.

"Oh, Peter Rabbit, did you hear that terrible
noise last night?" she cried.

"What noise?" asked Peter, just as if he
didn't know anything about it.
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"Why, that terrible voice!" cried little Miss
Fuzzytail, and shivered at the thought of it.

"What was it like?" asked Peter.

"Oh, I can't tell you," said little Miss Fuzzy
tall, "It wasn't like anything I ever had heard
before. It was something like the voice of
Hooty the Owl and the voice of Dippy the
Loon and the voice of a little yelping dog all in
one, and it was just terrible!"

"Oh?" replied Peter, "you must mean the
voice of my friend. Old Man Coyote. He came
up here last night just to do me a good turn
because I once did him a good turn."

Then he told all about how Old Man Coyote
had come to the Green Meadows to live, and
how he was smarter than even old Granny Fox,
but he didn't tell her how he himself had once
been frightened almost out of a year's growth by
that terrible voice, or that it was because he
hadn't really believed that Old Man Coyote was
his friend that had led him to leave the Old Briar-
patch and come up to the Old Pasture.

"Is—is he fond of Rabbits?" asked little Miss
Fuzzytail.

Peter was quite sure that he was.

"And do you think he'll come up here
hunting again?" she asked.
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Peter didn't know, but he suspected that he would.

"Oh, dear," wailed little Miss Fuzzytail.
"Now, I never, never will feel safe again!"

Then Peter had a happy thought. "I tell you
what," said he, "the safest place in the world
for you and me is my dear Old Briar-patch,
Won't you go there now?"

Little Miss Fuzzytail sighed and dropped a
tear or two. Then she nestled up close to Peter.
"Yes," she whispered.
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Chapter XXI

PETER AND LITTLE MISS
FUZZYTAIL LEAVE THE OLD
PASTURE

A danger past is a danger past,

So why not just forget it?

Watch out instead for the one ahead
Until you "ve safely met it,

Peter Rabbit.

As soon as little Miss Fuzzytail had agreed
to go with him to make her home in the dear
Old Briar-patch down on the Green Meadows,
Peter Rabbit fairly boiled over with impatience
to start, He had had so much trouble in the Old
Pasture that he was afraid if they waited too
long little Miss Fuzzytail might change her
mind, and if she should do that—well, Peter
didn't know what he would do.

But Peter, who always had been so happy-
go-lucky, with no one to think about but
himself, now felt for the first time re-sponsi-
bil-ity. That's a big word, but it is a word that
everybody has to learn the meaning of
sometime. Johnny Chuck learned it when he
made a home for Polly Chuck in Farmer
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Brown's orchard, and tried to keep it a secret,
so that no harm would come to Polly. It means
taking care of other people or other people's
things, and feeling that you must take even
greater care than you would of yourself or
your own things, So, while Peter himself
would have been willing to take chances, and
might even have made the journey down to
the dear Old Briar-patch in broad daylight, he
felt that that wouldn't do at all for little Miss
Fuzzytail; that he must avoid every possible
chance of danger for her.

So Peter waited for a dark night, not too
dark, you know, but a night when there was
no moon to make great patches of light, but
only the kindly little Stars looking down and
twinkling in the friendly way they have. At
last there was just such a night. All the
afternoon little Miss Fuzzytail went about in
the Old Pasture saying good-by to her friends
and visiting each one of her favorite little paths
and hiding-places, and I suspect that in each
one she dropped a tear or two, for you see she
felt sure that she never would see them again,
although Peter had promised that he would
bring her back to the Old Pasture for a visit
whenever she wanted to come.

At last it was time to start. Peter led the
way. Very big and brave and strong and

78 <<



important he felt, and very timid and
frightened felt little Miss Fuzzytail, hopping
after him close at his heels. You see, she felt
that she was going out into the Great World, of
which she knew nothing at all.

"Oh, Peter," she whispered, "supposing we
should meet Reddy Fox! I wouldn't know
where to run or hide."

"We are not going to meet Reddy Fox,"
replied Peter, "but if we should, all you have to
do is to just keep your eyes on the white patch
on the seat of my trousers and follow me. I
have fooled Reddy so many times that I'm not
afraid of him."

Never in all his life had Peter been so
watchful and careful. That was because he felt
his re-sponsi-bil-ity. Every few jumps he
would stop to sit up and look and listen. Then
little Miss Fuzzytail would nestle up close to
him, and Peter's heart would swell with
happiness, and he would feel, oh, so proud
and important. Once they heard the sharp bark
of Reddy Fox, but it was a long way off, and
Peter smiled, for he knew that Reddy was
hunting on the edge of the Green Forest.

Once a dim shadow swept across the
meadow grass ahead of them. Peter dropped
flat in the grass and kept perfectly still, and
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little Miss Fuzzytail did just as he did, as she
had promised she would.

"Wha—what was it?" she whispered.

"I think it was Hooty the Owl" Peter
whispered back, "but he didn't see us." After
what seemed like a long, long time they heard
Hooty's fierce hunting call, but it came from
way back of them on the edge of the Old
Pasture. Peter hopped to his feet.

"Come on," said he. "There's nothing to fear
from him now."

So slowly and watchfully Peter led the way
down across the Green Meadows while the
little Stars looked down and twinkled in the
most friendly way, and just as jolly, round, red
Mr. Sun started to kick off his bedclothes
behind the Purple Hills they reached the dear
Old Briar- patch.

"Here we are!" cried Peter.

"Oh, I'm so glad!" cried little Miss Fuzzytail,
hopping along one of Peter's private little
paths.
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Chapter XXII
SAMMY JAY BECOMES CURIOUS

Learn all you can about others, but keep
your own affairs to yourself.

Peter Rabbit.

Of course it was Sammy Jay who first found
out that Peter Rabbit was back in the dear Old
Briar-patch. Sammy took it into his head to fly
over there the very morning of Peter's home-
coming. Indeed, little Miss Fuzzytail hadn't had
time to half see the clear Old Briar-patch which,
you know, was to be her new home, when Peter
saw Sammy Jay coming. Now Peter was not quite
ready to have all the world know that there was a
Mrs. Peter, for of course that was what little Miss
Fuzzytail was now that she had come to make her
home with Peter. They wanted to keep by
themselves for a little while and just be happy
with each other. So as soon as Peter saw Sammy
Jay headed towards the Old Briar-patch, he hid
little Miss Fuzzytail under the thickest sweet-briar
bush, and then hurried out to the nearest sweet-
clover patch.

Of course Sammy Jay saw him right away, and
of course Sammy was very much surprised.
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"Hello, Peter Rabbit! Where'd you come
from?" he shouted, as he settled himself
comfortably in a little poplar-tree growing on
the edge of the Old Briar-patch.

"Oh," said Peter with a very grand air, "I've
been on a long journey to see the Great World."

"Which means," said Sammy Jay with a
chuckle, "that you've been in the Old Pasture
all this time, and let me tell you, Peter Rabbit,
the Old Pasture is a very small part of the
Great World. By the way, Tommy Tit the
Chickadee was down here the other day and
told us all about you. He said that you had
fallen in love with little Miss Fuzzytail, and he
guessed that you were going to make your
home up there. What's the matter? Did her
father, Old Jed Thumper, drive you out?"

"No, he didn't!" snapped Peter angrily, "It's
none of your business what I came home for,
Sammy Jay, but I'll tell you just the same. I
came home because I wanted to."

Sammy chuckled, for he dearly loves to
tease Peter and make him angry. Then the imp
of mischief, who seems always to live just
under that smart cap of Sammy's, prompted
him to ask: "Did you come home alone?"

Now Peter couldn't say "yes" for that would
be an untruth, and whatever faults Peter may
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have, he is at least truthful. So he just pretended not
to have heard Sammy's question.

Now when Sammy had asked the question
he had thought nothing about it. It had just
popped into his head by way of something to
say. But Chu chim gié Sammy Jay is sharp, and
he noticed right away that Peter didn't answer
but began to talk about other things,

"Ha, ha!" thought Sammy to himself, "I
believe he didn't come alone, I wonder now if
he brought Miss Fuzzytail with him."

Right away Sammy began to peer down
into the Old Briar-patch, twisting and turning
so that he could see in every direction, and all
the time talking as fast as his tongue could go.
Two or three times he flew out over the Old
Briar-patch, pretending to try to catch moths,
but really so that he could look down into
certain hiding-places. The last time that he did
this he spied little Mrs. Peter, who was, you
know, Miss Fuzzytail. At once Sammy Jay
started for the Green Forest, screaming at the
top of his voice:

"Peter Rabbit's married! Peter Rabbit's
married!"
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Chapter XXIII
PETER INTRODUCES MRS. PETER

It's what you do for others,

Not what they do for you,

That makes you feel so happy

All through and through and through.

Peter Rabbit.

Peter Rabbit made a wry face as he listened
to Sammy Jay shrieking at the top of his voice
as he flew through the Green Forest and over
the Green Meadows," Peter Rabbit's married!"
"Peter Rabbit's married!" He saw the Merry
Little Breezes who, you know, are the children
of Old Mother West Wind, start for the dear
Old Briar-patch as soon as they heard Sammy
Jay, and he knew that they would be only the first of
a lot of visitors. He hurried to where Mrs. Peter was
hiding under a sweet- briar bush.

"Do you hear what that mischief-maker,
Sammy Jay, is screaming?" asked Peter.

Mrs. Peter nodded. "Don't—don't you think
it sounds kind of —well, kind of NICE, Peter?"
she asked in a bashful sort of way.

Peter chuckled. "It sounds more than KIND
of nice to me," said he. "Do you know, I used to
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think that Sammy Jay never did and never
could say anything nice, but I've just changed
my mind. Though he isn't saying it to be nice,
it really is the nicest thing I've ever heard him
say. We haven't been able to keep our secret, so
I think the very best thing we can do is to
invite everybody to call. Then we can get it
over with and have a little time to ourselves.
Here come the Merry Little Breezes, and I
know that they will be glad to take the
invitations for us."

Mrs. Peter agreed, for she thought that
anything Peter did or suggested was just about
right. So the Merry Little Breezes were soon
skipping and dancing over the Green
Meadows and through the Green Forest with
this message:

"Mr. and Mrs. Peter Rabbit will be at home
in the Old Briar-patch to their friends to-
morrow after-noon at shadow-time."

"Why did you make it at shadow-time?"
asked Mrs. Peter.

"Because that will give all our friends a
chance to come," replied Peter. "Those who
sleep through the day will have waked up, and
those who sleep through the night will not
have gone to bed. Besides, it will be safer for
some of the smallest of them if the Black
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Shadows are about for them to hide in on their
way here."

"How thoughtful you are," said little Mrs.
Peter with a little sigh of happiness.

Of course, every one who could walk, creep, or
fly headed for the Old Briar-patch the next day at
shadow-time, for almost every one knows and
loves Peter Rabbit, and of course every one was
very anxious to meet Mrs. Peter. From the Smiling
Pool came Billy Mink, Little Joe Otter, Jerry
Muskrat, Spotty the Turtle, and old Grandfather
Frog. From the Green Forest came Bobby Coon,
Unc' Billy Possum and Mrs. Possum, Prickly
Porky the Porcupine, Whitefoot the Woodmouse,
Happy Jack the Gray Squirrel, Chatterer the Red
Squirrel, Blacky the Crow, Sammy Jay, Ol' Mistah
Buzzard, Mistah Mockingbird, and Sticky-toes the
Treetoad. From the Green Meadows came Danny
Meadow Mouse, Old Mr. Toad, Digger the
Badger, Jimmy Skunk, and Striped Chipmunk,
who lives near the old stone- wall between the
edge of the Green Meadows and the Green
Forest. Johnny and Polly Chuck came down from
the Old Orchard and Drummer the Woodpecker
came from the same place.

Of course Old Man Coyote paid his
respects, and when he came everybody but
Prickly Porky and Digger the Badger and
Jimmy Skunk made way for him with great
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respect. Granny and Reddy Fox and Hooty the
Owl didn't call, but they sat where they could
look on and make fun. You see, Peter had
fooled all three so many times that they felt
none too friendly.

Very proud looked Peter as he stood under
a bramble-bush with Mrs. Peter by his side and
introduced her to his many friends, and very
sweet and modest and retiring looked little
Mrs. Peter as she sat beside him. Everybody
said that she was "too sweet for anything", and
when Reddy Fox overheard that remark he
grinned and said:

"Not for me! She can't be too sweet for me,
and I hope I'll have a chance to find out just
how sweet she is."

What do you suppose he meant?
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Chapter XXIV

DANNY MEADOW MOUSE
WARNS PETER RABBIT

Good advice Is always needed
But, alas! is seldom heeded,

Peter Rabbit.

Danny Meadow Mouse waited until all the
rest of Peter Rabbit's friends had left the Old
Briar-patch after paying their respects to Peter
and Mrs. Peter, He waited for two reasons, did
Danny Meadow Mouse. In the first place, he
had seen old Granny Fox and Reddy Fox
hanging about a little way off, and though they
had disappeared after a while, Danny had an
idea that they were not far away, but were
hiding so that they might catch him on his way
home. Of course, he hadn't the slightest
intention of giving them the chance. He had
made up his mind to ask Peter if he might
spend the night in a corner of the Old Briar-
patch, and he was very sure that Peter would
say he might, for he and Peter are very good
friends, very good friends indeed.

The second good reason Danny had for
waiting was this very friendship. You see,
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Peter had been away from the Green Meadows
so long that Danny felt sure he couldn't know
all about how things were there now, and so
he wanted to warn Peter that the Green
Meadows were not nearly as safe as before Old
Man Coyote had come there to live. So Danny
waited, and when all the rest of the callers had
left he called Peter to one side where little Mrs.
Peter couldn't hear. Danny stood up on his hind
legs so as to whisper in one of Peter's ears.

"Do you know that Old Man Coyote is the
most dangerous enemy we have, Peter Rabbit?
Do you know that?" he asked.

Peter Rabbit shook his head. "I don't believe
that, Danny," said he. "His terrible voice has
frightened you so that you just think him as
bad as he sounds. Why, Old Man Coyote is a
friend of mine."

Then he told Danny how Old Man Coyote had
done him a good turn In the Old Pasture in return
for a good turn Peter had once done him, and
how he said that he always paid his debts.

Danny Meadow Mouse looked doubtful.
"What else did he say?" he demanded.

"Nothing, excepting that we were even
now," replied Peter.

"Ha!" said Danny Meadow Mouse.

The way he said it made Peter turn to look
at him sharply.
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"Ha!" said Danny again. "If you are even,
why you don't owe him anything, and he
doesn't owe you anything. Watch out, Peter
Rabbit! Watch out! I would stick pretty close to
the Old Briar-patch with Mrs. Peter if I were
you. I would indeed. You used to think old
Granny Fox pretty smart, but Old Man Coyote
is smarter. Yes, Sir, he is smarter! And every
one of the rest of us has got to be smarter than
ever before to keep out of his clutches. Watch
out, Peter Rabbit, if you and Old Man Coyote
are even. Now, if you don't mind, I'll curl up in
my old hiding- place for the night. I really
don't dare go back home to-night."

Of course Peter told Danny Meadow Mouse
that he was welcome to spend the night in the
Old Briar-patch, and thanked Danny for his
warning as he bade him good-night. But Peter
never carries his troubles with him for long,
and by the time he had rejoined little Mrs.
Peter he was very much inclined to laugh at
Danny's fear.

"What did that funny little Meadow Mouse
have to say?" asked Mrs. Peter.

Peter told her and then added, "But I don't
believe we have anything to fear from Old
Man Coyote. You know he is my friend."
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"But I don't know that he is mine!" replied
little Mrs. Peter, and the way she said it made
Peter look at her anxiously. "I believe Danny
Meadow Mouse is right," she continued, "Oh,
Peter, you will watch out, won't you?"

And Peter promised her that he would.
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Chapter XXV
PETER RABBIT'S HEEDLESSNESS

Heedlessness  is  just  the  twin of
thoughtlessness, you know,

And where you find them both at
once,there trouble’s sure to grow.

Peter Rabbit.

Peter Rabbit didn't mean to be heedless. No,
indeed! Oh, my, no! Peter thought so much of
Mrs. Peter, he meant to be so thoughtful that
she never would have a thing to worry about.
But Peter was heedless. He always was
heedless. This is the worst of a bad habit—you
can try to let go of it, but it won't let go of you.

So it was with Peter. He had been heedless
so long that now he actually didn't know when
he was heedless.

When there was nobody but himself to
think about, and no one to worry about him,
his heedlessness didn't so much matter. If
anything had happened to him then, there
would have been no one to suffer. But now all
this was changed. You see, there was little Mrs.
Peter. At first Peter had been perfectly content
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to stay with her in the dear Old Briar- patch.
He had led her through all his private little
paths, and they had planned where they
would make two or three more. He had
showed her all his secret hiding-places and the
shortest way to the sweet-clover patch. He had
pointed out where the Lone Little Path came
down to the edge of the Green Forest and so out
on to the Green Meadows. He had shown her
where the Crooked Little Path came down the
hill. Little Mrs. Peter had been delighted with
everything, and not once had she complained of
being homesick for the Old Pasture.

But after a little while Peter began to get
uneasy. You see in the days before Old Man
Coyote had come to live on the Green Meadows,
Peter had come and gone about as he pleased. Of
course he had had to watch out for Granny and
Reddy Fox, but he had had to watch out for them
ever since he was a baby, so he didn't fear them
very much in spite of their smartness. He felt
quite as smart as they and perhaps a little bit
smarter. Anyway, they never had caught him,
and he didn't believe they ever would. So he had
come and gone as he pleased, and poked his nose
into everybody's business, and gossiped with
everybody.

Of course it was quite natural that Peter
should want to call on all his old friends and
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visit the Green Forest, the Old Orchard, the
Laughing Brook, and the Smiling Pool.
Probably Mrs. Peter wouldn't have worried
very much if it hadn't been for the warning left
by Danny Meadow Mouse.

Danny had said that Old Man Coyote was
more to be feared than all the Hawk family
and all the Fox family together, because he was
smarter and slyer than any of them. At first
Peter had looked very serious, but after Danny
had gone back to his own home Peter had
laughed at Danny for being so afraid, and he
began to go farther and farther away from the
safe Old Briar-patch.

One day he had ventured as far as halfway up
the Crooked Little Path. He was thinking so hard
of a surprise he was planning for little Mrs. Peter
that he forgot to watch out and almost ran into
Old Man Coyote before he saw him. There was a
hungry look, such a hungry look in Old Man
Coyote's eyes as he grinned and said "Good
morning" that Peter didn't even stop to be polite.
He remembered that Jimmy Skunk's old house
was near, and he reached it just one jump ahead
of Old Man Coyote.

"I thought you said that we were friends,"
panted Peter, as he heard Mr.Coyote sniffing at
the doorway.
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"So we were until I had paid my debt to
you. Now that I've paid that, we are even, and
it is everybody watch out for himself," replied
Old Man Coyote. "But don't forget that I
always pay my debts, Peter Rabbit."
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Chapter XXVI

PETER RABBIT LISTENS TO
MRS. PETER

Safety first is a wise rule for those who
would live long.

Peter Rabbit.

Peter Rabbit was glad enough to get back to
the dear Old Briar-patch after his narrow
escape from Old Man Coyote by dodging into
Jimmy Skunk's old house halfway up the hill.
And little Mrs. Peter was glad enough to have
him, you may be sure. She had been watching
Peter when he so heedlessly almost ran into
Old Man Coyote, and it had seemed to her as if
her heart stopped beating until Peter reached
the safety of that old house of Jimmy Skunk
just one jump ahead. Then she saw Old Man
Coyote hide in the grass near by and she was
terribly, terribly afraid that Peter would be
heedless again and come out, thinking that Mr.
Coyote had gone.

Poor little Mrs. Peter! She was so anxious
that she couldn't sit still. She felt that she just
had to do something to warn Peter. She stole
out from the dear Old Briar-patch and halfway
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to where Old Man Coyote was hiding. He was
so busy watching the doorway of the old house
where Peter was hiding that he didn't notice
her at all. Little Mrs. Peter found a bunch of
tall grass behind which she could sit up and
still not be seen. So there she sat without
moving for a long, long time, never once
taking her eyes from Old Man Coyote and the
doorway of the old house. By and by she saw
Peter poke his nose out to see if the way was clear.
Old Man Coyote saw him too, and began to grin.
It was a hungry, wicked-looking grin, and it made
little Mrs. Peter very, very angry indeed.

She waited just a minute longer to make
sure that Peter was where he could see her,
and then she thumped the ground very hard,
which, you know, is the way Rabbits signal to
each other. Peter heard it right away and
thumped back that he would stay right where
he was, though right down in his heart Peter
thought that little Mrs. Peter was just nervous
and foolish, for he was sure that Old Man
Coyote had given up and gone away long ago.

Now of course Old Man Coyote heard those
thumps, and he knew just what they meant.
He knew that he never, never could catch Peter
so long as Mrs. Peter was watching him and
ready to warn Peter, So he came out of his
hiding-place with an ugly snarl and sprang
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toward little Mrs. Peter just to frighten her. He
laughed as he watched her run and, all
breathless, dive into the dear, Old Briar-patch,
and then he trotted away to his favorite
napping-place.

As soon as Peter was sure that he was safe
he started for home, and there little Mrs. Peter
scolded him soundly for being so heedless and
thoughtless.

Peter didn't have a word to say. For a long
time he sat thinking and thinking, every once
in a while scratching his head as if puzzled.
Little Mrs. Peter noticed it.

"What's the matter with you, Peter?" she
asked finally.

"I'm just studying what Old Man Coyote
means by telling me one day that he is my
friend, and proving it by doing me a good
turn, and then trying to catch me the very next
time he sees me. I don't understand it," said
Peter, shaking his head,

"Oh, you dear old stupid!" replied little Mrs.
Peter. "Now, you listen to me. You did Old
Man Coyote a good turn and he paid you back
by doing you a good turn. That made you
even, didn't it?"

Peter nodded.
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"Well, then you are right back where you
started from, and Old Man Coyote doesn't see
any reason why he should treat you any
differently than at first, and I don't see why he
should either, when I come to think it over. I
tell you what, Peter, the thing for you to do is
to keep doing good turns to Old Man Coyote
so that he will always be in debt to you. Then
he will always be your friend,"

As little Mrs. Peter stopped speaking, Peter
sprang to his feet. "The very thing!" he cried.
"It's sort of a Golden Rule, and I do believe it
will work."

"Of course it will," replied little Mrs. Peter.
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Chapter XXVII

MISTAH MOCKER PLAYS A JOKE
ON MRS. PETER

This little point remember, please—
There’s little gained by those who tease.

Peter Rabbit.

Mistah Mocker the Mockingbird had been
very late in coming up to the Green Meadows
from way down South. The truth is, he had
almost decided not to come. You see, he loves
the sunny south-land so much, and all who
live there love him so much, that if it hadn't
been for Unc' Billy Possum and Ol' Mistah
Buzzard he never, never would have thought
of leaving, even for a little while. Unc' Billy
and Ol' Mistah Buzzard are particular friends
of his, very particular friends, and he felt that
he just had to come up for a little visit.

Now Mistah Mocker reached the Green
Meadows just after Peter Rabbit had brought
little Mrs. Peter down from the Old Pasture to
live with him in the dear Old Briar-patch. He
knew that little Mrs. Peter didn't know
anything about him, for he never had visited
the Old Pasture where she had spent her life.
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But he knew all the bird people who do live
there, for he had met them in the sunny
southland, where they spent the winter,

"I believe I'll go pay my respects to Mrs.
Peter," said Mistah Mocker one day, winking
at Ol' Mistah Buzzard. Ol' Mistah Buzzard
chuckled and winked back.

"Ah cert'nly hopes yo'all will behave yo'self
right proper and not forget that yo' is a
member of one of the oldest families in the
Souf," said he.

Mistah Mocker looked quite solemn as he
promised to behave himself, but there was a
twinkle in his eyes as he flew toward the Old
Briar-patch. There he hid in a thick tangle of
vines. Now it happened that Peter Rabbit had
gone over to the sweet-clover patch, and little
Mrs. Peter was quite alone. Somehow she got
to thinking of her old home, and for the first
time she began to feel just a wee, wee bit
homesick. It was just then that she heard a
familiar voice. Little Mrs. Peter pricked up her
ears and smiled happily.

"That's the voice of Tommy Tit the
Chickadee, and it must be that his wife is with
him, for I hear him calling 'Phoebe! Phoebe!'
How lovely of them to come down to see me
so soon."
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Just then she heard another voice, a deep,
beautiful, ringing voice, a voice that she loved.
It was the voice of Veery the Thrush. "Oh!"
cried little Mrs. Peter, and then held her breath
so as not to miss one note of the beautiful song.
Hardly had the song ended when she heard
the familiar voice of Redeye the Vireo. Little
Mrs. Peter clapped her hands happily. "It must
be a surprise party by my old friends and
neighbors of the Old Pasture!" she cried. "How
good of them to come way down here, and
how glad I shall be to see them!"

With that little Mrs. Peter hurried over to
the tangle of vines from which all the voices
seemed to come and eagerly peered this way
and that way for a sight of her friends. But all
she saw was a stranger wearing a very sober-
colored suit. He was very polite and told her
that he was an old friend of Peter Rabbit.

"If you are a friend of Peter, then you are a
friend of mine." said little Mrs. Peter very
prettily. "Have you seen anybody in this tangle
of vines since you arrived? I am sure some
friends of mine are here, but I haven't been
able to find them."

"No," said the stranger, who was, of course,
Mistah Mocker the Mockingbird. "I haven't
seen any one here, and I don't think there has
been any one here but myself."
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"Oh, yes, indeed there has!" cried little Mrs.
Peter. "I heard their voices, and I couldn't
possibly be mistaken in those, especially the
beautiful voice of Veery the Thrush, I—I
would like very much to find them."

Mistah Mocker had the grace to look
ashamed of himself when saw how
disappointed little Mrs. Peter was. Very softly
he began to sing the song of Veery the Thrush.

Little Mrs. Peter looked up quickly. "There it
is!" she cried. "There"— she stopped with her
mouth gaping wide open. She suddenly
realized that it was Mistah Mocker who was
singing.

"I—I'm very sorry," he stammered. "I did it

just for a joke and not to make you feel bad.
Will you forgive me?"

"Yes," replied little Mrs. Peter, "if you will
come here often at shadow-time and sing to
me." And Mistah Mocker promised that he
would.
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Chapter XXVIII

NEWS FROM THE OLD
BRIAR-PATCH

To use your eyes is very wise
And much to be commended;
But never see what cannot be
For such as you intended.

Peter Rabbit.

Jenny Wren is a busybody. Yes, Sir, she
certainly is a busybody. If there is anything
going on in her neighborhood that she doesn't
know about, it isn't because she doesn't try to
find out. She is so small and spry that it is hard
work to keep track of her, and she pops out at
the most unexpected times and places. Then,
before you can say a word, she is gone.

And in all the Old Orchard or on the Green
Meadows there is not to be found another tongue
so busy as that of Jenny Wren. It is sharp
sometimes, but when she wants it to be so there is
none smoother. You see she is a great gossip, is
Jenny Wren, a great gossip. But if you get on the
right side of Jenny Wren and ask her to keep a
secret, she'll do it. No one knows how to keep a
secret better than she does.
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How it happened nobody knows, but it did
happen that when Peter Rabbit came home to
the clear Old Briar-patch, bringing Mrs. Peter
with him, Jenny Wren didn't hear about it.
Probably it was because the new home which
she had just completed was so carefully hidden
that the messengers sent by Peter to invite all
his friends to call didn't find it, and afterward
she was so busy with household affairs that
she didn't have time to gossip. Anyway, Peter
had been back some time before Jenny Wren
knew it. She was quite upset to think that she
was the last to hear the news, but she consoled
herself with the thought that she had been
attending strictly to her duties, and now that
her children were able to look out for
themselves she could make up for lost time.

Just as soon as she could get away, she
started for the Old Briar-patch. She wanted to
hear all about Peter's adventures in the Old
Pasture and to meet Mrs. Peter. But like a great
many other busybodies, she wanted to find out
all she could about Peter's affairs, and she
thought that the surest way to do it was not to
let Peter know that she was about until she had
had a chance to use her sharp little eyes all she
wanted to. So when she reached the Old Briar-
patch, she didn't make a sound. It didn't take
her long to find Peter. He was sitting under
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one of his favorite bramble-bushes smiling to
himself. He smiled and smiled until Jenny
Wren had to bite her tongue to keep from
asking what was pleasing him so.

"He looks tickled almost to death over
something, but very likely if I should ask him
what it is he wouldn't tell me," thought Jenny
Wren. "I guess I'll look around a bit first. I
wonder where Mrs. Peter is."

So leaving Peter to smile to his heart's content,
she went peeking and peering through the Old
Briar-patch. Of course it wasn't a nice thing to do,
not a bit nice. But Jenny Wren didn't stop to think
of that. By and by she saw something that made
her flutter all over with excitement. She looked
and looked until she could sit still no longer. Then
she hurried back to where Peter was sitting. He
was still smiling.

"Oh, Peter Rabbit, it's perfectly lovely!" she cried.

Peter looked up quickly, and a worried look
chased the smile away. "Hello, Jenny Wren!
Where did you come from? I haven't seen you
since I got back," said he.

"I've been so busy that I haven't had time to
call before," replied Jenny. "I know what
you've been smiling about, Peter, and it's
perfectly splendid. Has everybody heard the
news?"
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"No," said Peter, "nobody knows it but you,
and I don't want anybody else to know it just
yet. Will you keep it a secret, Jenny Wren?"

Now Jenny was just bursting with desire to
spread the news, but Peter looked so anxious
that finally she promised that she would keep
it to herself, and she really meant to. But
though Peter looked greatly relieved as he
watched her start for home, he didn't smile as
he had before. "I wish her tongue didn't wag so
much," said he.
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Chapter XXIX

JIMMY SKUNK VISITS PETER
RABBIT

1t’s hard to keep a secret which you fairly ache to tell;
So not to know such secrets is often quite as well.
Peter Rabbit.

On her way home from the Old Briar-patch,
Jenny Wren stopped to rest in a bush beside
the Crooked Little Path that comes down the
hill, when who should come along but Jimmy
Skunk. Now just as usual Jenny Wren was
fidgeting and fussing about, and Jimmy Skunk
grinned as he watched her.

"Hello, Jenny Wren!" said he. "What are you
doing here?"

"I'm resting on my way home from the Old
Briar-patch, if you must know, Jimmy Skunk!"
replied Jenny Wren, changing her position half
a dozen times while she was speaking.

"Ho, ho, ho!" laughed Jimmy Skunk. "Do
you call that resting! That's a joke, Jenny Wren.
Resting! Why, you couldn't sit still and rest if
you tried!"
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"l could so! I'm resting right now, so there,
Jimmy Skunk!" protested Jenny Wren in a very
indignant tone of voice, and hopped all over the
little bush while she was speaking. "I guess if you
knew what I know, you'd be excited too."

"Well, I guess the quickest way for me to
know is for you to tell me," replied Jimmy. "I'm
just aching to be excited."

Jimmy grinned, for you know Jimmy Skunk
never does get excited and never hurries, no
matter what happens.

"You'll have to keep right on aching then,"
replied Jenny Wren, with a saucy flirt of her
funny little tail. "There's great news in the Old
Briar-patch, and I'm the only one that knows it,
but I've promised not to tell."

Jimmy pricked up his ears. "News in the
Old Briar-patch must have something to do
with Peter Rabbit," said he. "What has Peter
done now?"

"T'll never tell! I'll never tell!" cried Jenny
Wren, growing so excited that it seemed to
Jimmy as if there was danger that she would
turn herself inside out. "I promised not to and I
never will!" Then, for fear that she would in
spite of herself, she flew on her way home.

Jimmy watched her out of sight with a
puzzled frown. "If I didn't know that she gets
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so terribly excited over nothing, I'd think that
there really is some news in the Old Briar-
patch," he muttered to himself. "Anyway, I
haven't anything better to do, so I believe I'll drop
around that way and make Peter Rabbit a call."

He found Peter in some sweet clover just
outside the OIld Briar-patch, and it struck
Jimmy that Peter looked uncommonly happy.
He said as much.

"I am," replied Peter, before he thought.
Then he added hastily, "You see, I've been
uncommonly happy ever since I returned with
Mrs. Peter from the Old Pasture."

"But I hear there's great news over here in
the Old Briar-patch," persisted Jimmy Skunk.
"What is it, Peter?"

Peter pretended to be very much surprised.
"Great news!" he repeated.
"Great news! Why, what news can there be
over here? Who told you that?"

"A little bird told me," replied Jimmy slyly.

"It must have been Jenny Wren!" said Peter,
once more speaking before he thought.

"Then there IS news over here!" cried Jimmy
triumphantly. "What is it,

Peter?"
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But Peter shook his head as if he hadn't the
slightest idea and couldn't imagine. Jimmy
coaxed and teased, but all in vain. Finally he
started for home no wiser than before.

"Just the same, I believe that Jenny Wren
told the truth and that there is news over in the
Old Briar-patch,” he muttered to himself.
"Something has happened over there, and
Peter won't tell. I wonder what it can be."
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Chapter XXX
REDDY FOX LEARNS THE SECRET

Nothing that you ever do,

Nothing good or nothing bad,

But has effect on other folks —

Gives them pain or makes them glad.

Peter Rabbit.

Of course Jenny Wren didn't mean to tell the
secret of the Old Briar- patch, because she had
promised Peter Rabbit that she wouldn't. But
she didn't see any harm in telling every one
she met that there was a secret there, at least
that there was great news there, and so,
because Jenny Wren is a great gossip, it wasn't
long before all the little people on the Green
Meadows and in the Green Forest and around
the Smiling Pool had heard it and were
wondering what the news could be.

After Jimmy Skunk's visit came a whole
string of visitors to the Old Briar-patch. One
would hardly have left before another would
appear. Each one tried to act as if he had just
happened around that way and didn't want to
pass Peter's home without making a call, but
each one asked so many questions that Peter
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knew what had really brought him there was
the desire to find out what the news in the Old
Briar-patch could be. But Peter was too smart
for them, and they all went away no wiser than
they came, that is, all but one, and that one was
Reddy Fox.

There isn't much going on in the Green
Forest or on the Green Meadows that Reddy
doesn't know about. He is sly, is Reddy Fox,
and his eyes are sharp and his ears are keen, so
little happens that he doesn't see or hear about.
Of course he heard the foolish gossip of Jenny
Wren and he pricked up his ears.

"So there's news down in the Old Briar-
patch, is there? A secret that Jenny Wren won't
tell? I think I'll trot down there and make Peter
a call. Of course he'll be glad to see me."

Reddy grinned wickedly as he said this to
himself, for he knew that there was no one for
whom Peter Rabbit had less love, unless it was
old Granny Fox.

So Reddy trotted down to the Old Briar-
patch. Peter saw him coming and scowled, for
he guessed right away what Reddy was
coming for, and he made ready to answer all
Reddy's questions and still tell him nothing, as
he had with all the others who had called.

But Reddy asked no questions. He didn't
once mention the fact that he had heard there
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was news in the Old Briar-patch. He didn't
once speak of Jenny Wren. He just talked about
the weather and the Old Pasture, where Peter
had made such a long visit, and all the time
was as pleasant and polite as if he and Peter
were the dearest of friends.

But while he was talking, Reddy was using
those sharp eyes and those keen ears of his the
best he knew how. But the Old Briar-patch was
very thick, and he could see only a little way
into it, and out of it came no sound to hint of a
secret there. Then Reddy began to walk around
the Old Briar-patch in quite the most matter-
of-fact way, but as he walked that wonderful
nose of his was testing every little breath of air
that came out of the Old Briar-patch. At last he
reached a certain place where a little stronger
breath of air tickled his nose. He stopped for a
few minutes, and slowly a smile grew and
grew. Then, without saying a word, he turned
and trotted back towards the Green Forest.

Peter Rabbit watched him go. Then he joined
Mrs. Peter in the heart of the Old Briar-patch. "My
dear," he said, with a sigh that was almost a sob,
"Reddy Fox has found out our secret."

"Never mind," said little Mrs. Peter brightly.
"It would have to be found out soon, anyway."

Trotting back up the Lone Little Path,
Reddy Fox was grinning broadly. "It IS news!"
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said he. "Jenny Wren was right, it IS news! But Chapter XXXI
I don't believe anybody else knows it yet, and I
A . BLACKY THE CROW HAS SHARP EYES
hope they won't find it out right away, least of
all Old Man Coyote. What a wonderful thing a

is! o .
good nose is! It tells me what my eyes cannot Mischief always waits to greet

see nor my ears hear.” Idle hands and idle feet.
Peter Rabbit.

That is what a lot of people say about
Blacky the Crow. Of course it is true that
Blacky does get into a lot of mischief, but if
people really knew him they would find that
he isn't as black as he looks. In fact, Blacky the
Crow does a whole lot of good in his own
peculiar way, but people are always looking
for him to do bad things, and you know you
most always see what you expect to see. Thus
the good Blacky does isn't seen, while the bad
is, and so he has grown to have a reputation
blacker than the coat he wears.

But this doesn't worry Blacky the Crow. No,
Sir, it doesn't worry him a bit. You see he has
grown used to it. And then he is so smart that
he is never afraid of being caught when he
does do wrong things. No one has sharper eyes
than Blacky, and no one knows better how to
use them. There is very little going on in the
Green Forest or on the Green Meadows that he
misses when he is about.
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The day after Reddy Fox visited the Old
Briar-patch and with his wonderful nose found
out Peter Rabbit's secret, Blacky just happened
to fly over the Old Briar-patch on his way to
Farmer Brown's cornfield. Now, being over the
Old Briar-patch, he could look right down into
it and see all through it. Just as he reached it,
he remembered having heard Sammy Jay say
something about gossipy little Jenny Wren's
having said that there was great news there.
He hadn't thought much about it at the time,
but now that he was right there, he might as
well have a look for himself and see if there
was any truth in it.

So Blacky the Crow flew a little lower, and
his sharp eyes looked this way and that way
through all the bramble-bushes of the Old
Briar-patch. He saw Peter Rabbit right away
and winked at him. He thought Peter looked
worried and anxious.

"Peter must have something on his mind,"
thought Blacky. "I wonder where Mrs. Peter is."

Just then he caught sight of her under the
thickest growing sweet-briar bush. He had
opened his mouth to shout, "Hello, Mrs. Peter,"
when he saw something that surprised him so
that he didn't speak at all. He almost forgot to
flap his wings to keep himself in the air. He
hovered right where he was for a few minutes,
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looking down through the brambles. Then
with a hoarse chuckle, he started for the
Smiling Pool, forgetting all about Farmer
Brown's cornfield. "Caw, caw, caw!" he
shrieked, "Peter Rabbit's got a family! Peter
Rabbit's got a family!"

Reddy Fox heard him and ground his teeth.
"Now Old Man Coyote will know and will try
to catch those young Rabbits, when they ought
to be mine because I found out about them
tirst," he grumbled.

Jimmy Skunk heard Blacky and grinned
broadly. "So that's the great news Jenny Wren
found out!" said he. "I hope Peter will take
better care of his babies than he ever has of
himself. I must call at once."

Redtail the Hawk heard, and he smiled too,
but it wasn't a kindly smile like Jimmy
Skunk's. "I think young Rabbit will taste very
good for a change," said he.
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Chapter XXXII
PETER RABBIT'S NURSERY

With home, the home you call your own,
It really doesn’t matter where,

There is no place, in all the world,

That ever will or can compare.

Peter Rabbit.

The news was out at last, thanks to Blacky
the Crow. Peter Rabbit had a family! Yes, Sir,
Peter Rabbit had a family! Right away the Old
Briar- patch became the most interesting place
on the Green Meadows to all the little people
who live there and in the near-by Green Forest.
Of course all of Peter's friends called as soon as
ever they could. They found Peter looking very
proud, and very important, and very happy.
Mrs. Peter looked just as proud, and just as
happy, but she also looked very anxious. You
see, while she was very glad to have so many
friends call, there were also other visitors. That
is, they were not exactly callers, but they hung
around the outside of the Old Briar-patch, and
they seemed quite as much interested as the
friends who really called. Indeed, they seemed
more interested.
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Who were they? Why, Reddy Fox was one.
Then there was Old Man Coyote, also Redtail
the Hawk and Digger the Badger, and just at
dusk Hooty the Owl. They all seemed very
much interested indeed, but every time little
Mrs. Peter saw them, she shivered. You see,
she couldn't help thinking that there was a
dreadful, hungry look in their eyes, and if the
truth is to be told, there probably was.

But happy-go-lucky Peter Rabbit didn't let
this worry him. Hadn't he grown up from a
teeny-weeny baby and been smart enough to
escape all these dangers which worried Mrs.
Peter so? And if he could do it, of course his
own babies could do it, with him to teach them
and show them how. Besides, they were too
little to go outside of the Old Briar-patch now.
Indeed, they were too little to go outside their
nursery, which was in a clump of sweet-briar
bushes in the very middle of the Old Briar-
patch, and Peter felt that there they were
perfectly safe.

"It isn't time to worry yet," said Peter to little
Mrs. Peter, as he saw the fright in her eyes as
the shadow of Redtail passed over them. "I
don't believe in borrowing trouble. Time
enough to worry when there is something to
worry about, and that won't be until these little
scallawags of ours are big enough to run
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around and get into mischief. Did you ever see
such beautiful babies in all your life?"

For a minute the worried look left little Mrs.
Peter, and she gazed at the four little helpless
babies fondly. "No," she replied softly, "I never
did. Oh, Peter, they are perfectly lovely! This
one is the perfect image of you, and I'm going
to call him Little Pete. And don't you think his
brother looks like his grandfather? I think we'll
call him Little Jed."

Peter coughed behind his hand as if
something had stuck in his throat. He had no
love for Little Jed's grandfather, Old Jed
Thumper, the big, gray, old Rabbit who had
tried so hard to drive him from the Old
Pasture, but he didn't say anything. If Mrs.
Peter wanted to name this one Little Jed, he
wouldn't say a word. Aloud he said:

"I think, my dear, that this one looks just as
you must have looked when you were little,
and so we'll call her Fuzzy. And her sister we'll
call Wuzzy," continued Peter. "Was ever there
such a splendid nursery for baby Rabbits?"

"l don't believe there ever was, Peter. It's
better than my old nursery in the Old Pasture,"
replied little Mrs. Peter, as with a sigh of
perfect happiness she stretched out beside
their four babies.

>>> 121

And Peter softly tiptoed away to the nearest
sweet-clover patch with his heart almost
bursting with pride.

Of the doings of Peter and Mrs. Peter Rabbit
and their four children there are many more
stories, so many that one book will not hold all
of them. Besides, Bowser the Hound insists
that I must write a book about him, and I have
promised to do it right away. So the next book
will be Bowser the Hound.
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CHI THO PETER

Tac gia: Thornton W. Burgess
Dich gid: Nguyén Nha Dan Na
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Chuwong 1
THO PETER BENH BIENG AN

Thii vui an uéng ai ciing co.
Tuy theo long minh ma vui vé, dirng nhin nho.

Thé Peter

Tho Peter bi bénh biéng an. Khi tho Peter
biéhg an thi chac chan c6 chuyén gi nghiém
trong 1am day. Tho Peter ludn luon rat tw hao
rang anh ta ltic nao cing cé thé &n udng ngon
miéng va an hoai khong thay mét. Co6 tha vui
ma Peter quan tam nhat la dn ngon va thoa
man long hiéu ky. Hon thé nita Tho Peter ciing
ting da vudng vao nhiéu rac rdi, phién ha
cting vi hai s¢ thich ddc biét nay. Vi thé'khi tho
Peter tu dung biéng an hodc tho o khong con
to mo hiéu ky nita, qua that anh ta dang c6
mot van dé gi d6 that nan giai lam.

Khi ga séi Gia dén sinh song ¢ canh Dong
Xanh, tho Peter bit dau thay lo au so hai nén
anh tho nha minh khong ddm di dau ra ngoai
qua xa khoi cdn nha cta minh trén L6i Tam
Xuan xuwa, mot khu vece anh luon cé dwoc cam
giac that thoai mai, binh an. Bay gio thi anh thd
khong con cé mét ly do gi quan trong 1am dé
thay can thiét phai di ra xa hon khoi L6i Tam
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Xuan xua dang yéu d6. O day anh tho da cé
day du moi tht d€ dn uéng no né thoa thich.
Hon nfta quanh quan noi day ciing c6 rat
nhiéu cé ba 14 hap dan dua nhau moc day bén
dwong. Va lai Tho Peter rat thich an c6 ba 14
ngot ngao lam ma. Thé thi anh tho Peter dau
can phai mao hiém di dau qua xa trong khi tu
dung chung quanh da c6 qua nhiéu thic an du
thitra nhw vay. Khong c6 chuyén gi khién ban
than anh thé phai lo 1ang ngoai viéc ctt dn cho
no cang, cho thoa thich rdi di ngu thoai mai,
Peter chac sé cam thay hai long va tha hd ma
1én cAn méi phai. Thé nhung anh tho Peter van
chwa thdy man nguyén chut nao ca.

Co6 rat nhiéu ké khéac trong chang ta ciing
van thuong cé 16i suy nghi khong hay va léch
lac giong nhu tho Peter vay. Khi ho ¢6 dugc
mot cudc song day du hay du da, an nhan va
khong c6 nhiéu thit d€ phai lo lang phién long,
thi diéu may man &y lai tro thanh nguyén nhan
khién ho bat man, nham chan, Chéng chiu an
phan hai long véi nhitng gi ho dang cd, dang
may min dwoc s hitu. Noi day co6 mot cha
chudt dong Danny nhé nhan, hién dang séng &
phia ngoai canh BDong Xanh. Cha chudt nha ta
ludn cam thay vui vé ting gio ting phut, mac
du cha chudt khong c6 duwgc moét noi tra than
an toan nhu cdn nha trén L6i TAm Xuan xwa
ctia anh thé Peter. Mdi phat mdi gidy, cha
chudt déng Danny ludén phai mo to mat canh
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giac gitt cho dau 6c trong tinh trang tinh tdo
sang sudt d&€ phong ho moi bat trac, hiém hoa
c6 thé xay ra bat ct luc nao chung quanh
minh. Ché séi Gia, cao Do, cao Gia, hodc con
ltmg Digger, hodc 6ng Ran Pen déu ciing c6
thé bo ra tir dudi vat co bat ct luc nao, san
sang nudt chirng con chudt dong béo bo ngau
nghién mot cach ngon lanh. Vay ma chudt
dong Danny lai con phai can than dom ching
ludn ca khoang khong gian ¢ phia bau troi trén
dau minh nita. Chim Ung DPudi Trang, hoéc
anh ho ctia hin la ga Ung Duoi Do, hay la ga
Qua DPen, bat cit mét ai trong bon ho déu co
thé xuat hién bat c& ltic nao, va ho luén cho
chuc ¢ co hoi d€ chgp dwoc chu chudt dong
nho nhén xinh x3n kia v€ lam bita &n t&i cua
minh. Chang mang téi nhitng m&i de doa chét
nguoi dy, chudt dong Danny ludén vui vé va
khong bao gio cam thdy minh dn kém ngon
hodc to ra budn chan lo au vé mét diéu gi ca.

Riéng anh tho Peter thi lai khac, néu c phai
song an phan 6 ngdi nha trén Léi Tam Xuan xwa
vOi mot cude song an nhan thanh thoi, anh ta cam
thay chan nan va dam ra budn ba biéng an.

“To6i khong biét minh dang bi phién mudn
vé diéu gi. Toi that su khong biét minh ¢6 van
dé gi nita.” Tho Peter vira ndi vira chti mdi
vao dam co ba 14 twoi xanh, ngot lim. “T6i nghi
toi sé di dao thém mot con duwong mdi bang
ngang qua L6i Tam Xuan xwa nay.”
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Hién tai, anh tho Chéng biét lam gi hon
ngoai viéc gang stic chd tam thuc hién cong
viéc nay. Su ban rdn sé giup anh tho tranh roi
vao canh “nhan cu vi bat thién” roi suy nghi
van vo, budn chan hoai. Trong sudt hai ba
ngay hang say lo dao bdi 16i di mdi, anh tho
bat dau cam thay an ngon miéng, vui vé tro lai.
Nhung sau khi da hoan tat nhiing 16i di ay
theo nhu y mudn, Tho Peter lai khong biét lam
gi d€ c6 duwoc modt ngay tha vi, vui vé tron ven.
Thé r6i anh ta bat dau than van va &n udng
khong con duwgc ngon miéng nita. Anh tho
Peter ng6i thtr nguoi ra, don dep loay hoay
sudt ngay, va rdi anh ta c¢ d€ méac cho dau éc
suy nghi mién man, ban khodn, chan nan. Tat
nhién la anh tho cang suy nghi lung tung, mau
thudn cang nay sanh ra nhiéu thi anh tho cang
khién ban than cd cam giac chan doi, tiéu cuc hon.

“Néu nhu bay gio toi cd duoc ai d6 d€ cung
noi chuyén tam sy han huyén, chic 12 tdi sé vui
vé hon bay gio nhiéu,” tho Peter tw nhu. Anh
tho chot nhé dén anh ga Jonny va khoang thoi
gian ca hai da titng danh ban vui vé véi nhau
khi ga Jonny con séng ¢ canh Dong Xanh nay.
Va tho nha ta nhé t6i Jonny da tieng vui vé
nhu thé nao vdi gia dinh nho caa anh &y trong
cdn nha méi 6 veon Trai Cay xuwa, anh ga
khong né ha véi nhitng ganh nang trach nhiém
gia dinh minh phai cvu mang. Thé'la tho Peter
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chot hiéu ra nguyén nhan nao da khién anh ta
tré nén phién ndo rau ri nhu thé nay.

“T6i tin rang t6i dang sdng doi song cd ddc
1é loi qud,” Peter bao. “Pung rdi, day la dung
la nguyén nhan chinh khién t6i khong dugc
vui ve.”

Cé don khé c6 niém vui,

Nhuw me bdo thé, ngdm ngui bo vo.

Khién ta ick ky khong ngo,

Cad ngay it noi, ngay gio ldu qua.

Ta cdn phdi hiéu dwoc la,

Trén doi phdi song vi ta, vi nguwoi.

Quanh ta van vdt xinh twoi,

Niém vui san sé mudn noi, khcfp troi.

Daiy la hanh phiic rang ngoi,

Am trong tim mdi, sudt doi binh an.

“Bay gio toi da tim ra dwoc nguyén nhan
van dé cta minh ¢ dau roi, nhung diéu tat yéu
la t6i phai lam gi d€ giai quyét on thoa van dé
nay day?”
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Chuong 2

THO PETER DU DINH MOT
CHUYEN DU LICH

“Cin tac v6 day nay”. Voi vd sé khong
mang dén két qua mij man.

Tho Peter

“Nép song cd don cua toi la mot van dé
nghiém trong day,” Tho Peter 1ap lai khi mot
minh ngdi ¢ can nha & Loi Tam Xuan xua.
“Pung vay, day dung la diéu duy nhat khién
toi ban tam va cam thdy tam trang ndng né,
khong yén. T6i da qua chan ngan 161 song cd
ddc mot minh, va day chinh 1a ly do tai sao toi
an khong dwoc ngon miéng. Bay gio toi da biét
rd van dé cta minh rdi, vay thi toi phai lam gi
de€ giai quyét van dé cua minh day? Néu toi
biét chic chén, va that chic chin rﬁmg, cho séi
Gia c6 ngu y gi khi han ta da nhan manh vé y
nghia cua tinh ban khi tro chuyén vdi t6i, thi
t6i sé bat ddu ngay tir gidy phut nay, lién lac
vOi tat ca cac ban be cta toi d€ cling ¢d tinh
ban véi ho. Oil Da tir 1au 1dm réi! K& tir khi toi
dén viéng tham ao Nu Cuwoi va 6ng noi Ech,
cung voi cht chudt xa, chon Bill, rai ca Little
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Joe nita. Dao nay chd so6i Gia té vé nhu la
muon lam ban va sé dé€ cho t6i duoc yén than
néu nhu tdi van c& an phan trd an trong
nhitng bui gai nay. Con néu nhu han ta ma
gdp toi ct di long nhong ngoai duwong nhuw
mudn cdm dd, chac gi han ta gitt duoc nguyén
y dinh ban dau ay. Hon ntta, b rang bén nhon
hau déi caa ga so6i Gia qua that rat nguy hiém
14m day ban a!”

Peter ngdi ¢ noi ay thém mot luc lau sau,
dam chiéu suy nghi ra chiéu ban khoan boi roi
lam. R&i thi mot sang kién that hay chot loé 1én
trong dau anh tho. Anh ta ben vung chan da
manh got chan cao 1én mot cach han hoan
mirng ro.

“T6i da nghi ra duwgc viéc phai lam roi, toi sé
thuc hién moét chuyén du ngoan that xa dén
nhing noi t6i chwa hé ddt chan dén! Bung roi,
toi sé di du lich tham hiém vong quanh Thé
Gidi rong 16n bao la ddy hap dan ngoai kia.”

“Thay vi ngdi mot chd i i, ngu si,

Toi sé tré thanh khiic g6 muc xil xi.

Thay d6i hoan canh la viéc cdn thiee thi,

Dé qidi thodt ban thin, tdm tw khoi vwéng bin
diéu cii ki.”

Tat nhién Peter da khong suy nghi cin ké
gia st néu anh ta cd tinh chay tron khong chiu
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dwong dau giai toa phién mudn thi viéc lam ay
cO khi sé tro thanh nguyén nhan nay sinh ra
nhing diéu phién phtec khac. Nhung Peter
von di 1a nguoi luoi biéng suy nghi can ké vé
bat cit mot diéu gi. Peter la méot ké ¢ tanh boc
dong. Anh ta thuwong hanh dong thiéu suy
nghi va luén hoi han khong it vé sau. Ngay khi
y tuong sé€ di du ngoan hién ra trong dau, anh
tho ludn ludn ddt nang viéc thuc hién dy dinh
nay. Ban thay day, Peter la mot ké khong biét
lo xa. Néu anh tho c6 thé giai quyét nhiing
diéu khién anh ta ban tam au lo nhat thoi; van
dé cot 16i chinh la nép song cd don 1é loi mot
minh, c6 1é anh ta da trdanh dwoc rat nhiéu
phién phtic vé sau.

Ngay trong gidy phut Peter quyét dinh 1én
ké& hoach cho mot cude di choi xa trong dau,
anh ta lién cam thay tinh than phan chan han
1én. Anh tho da bat dau cam thdy &n udng
duoc ngon miéng trd lai. Viéc dau tién anh tho
nha ta quan tam dén la bét tay vao viéc thuong
thirc mot bira dn thinh soan véi rat nhiéu co ba
14 ngot ngao.

“Hay dé toi xem nao,” anh ta ndi, sau khi da
danh chén no né mot bung, “Toi tin rﬁmg toi sé
di vé hudéng khu Dong Cé Hoang. Noi day co
vé cting hoi xa, ttr lau 13m 6 toi chwa di dén
noi dy va toi da nghe chu chim gié Sammy ké
lai rang canh vat noi d6 that la thanh tinh va

132 «



dep tuyét voi. T6i khong tin rang c6 noi nao lai
nguy hiém hon la khu vuc canh Bong Xanh va
khu Rirng Xanh nay. Ly do chinh thuc 1a tai vi
ga soi Gia va ga cdo Do, cdo Gia hién dang sinh
song o day. Tdi sé bat dau ra di vao ngay trong
dém nay, va toi biét chac la ché séi Gia sé
khéng c6 mat & quanh quan nhing noi nay
trong luc ay. Nhu thé thi toi sé duwoc am tham
lang 1€ ra di ma khong bi ai phat hién.”

Peter quyét dinh nhu vay va c8 gang tw do
mot gidc ngu that dai. Thé nhung dau 6c anh
ta lai bi xam chiém xoay vong boi nhiing duw
dinh cho cudc hanh trinh di choi xa; nén anh
tho khong tai nao do gidc ngu duoc. Dén khi
anh ta vira chop mét duwoc mdt chit, tho Peter
mo minh nhin thay rt nhiéu canh sac rat dep
va Thé Giéi méi la hap dan dang cho doi minh
0 ngoai kia.

Cudi cung anh ta da nhin thdy 6ng mat troi
vui nhon, tron trinh, dé lung, dang lin dan
xudng phia sau khu Do6i Tim. Gi6 Me Mién Tay
xuwa cling da tro vé voi va sau mot ngay lam
viéc mét nhoc, ba me réo goi nhitng dta con
cua minh, nhiing con Gié6 Thoang Vui, dé
chiing cung tu tap vao trong chiéc tai that to
cua minh. Va rdi ba Me gi6 cling da cudn tat ca
dan con vé nha, von ¢ phia déng sau khu Doi
Tim. Mot ngdi sao nho vut hién ra nhay méat
tinh nghich véi Peter, r6i ngodi sao d6 bién mat
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dang rat nhanh vé phia sau bia khu Ring
Xanh. Khi Peter nghe duoc tiéng cuoi cua chéd
so1 Gia Véng lai ttr mOt noi rat xa nao do, Peter
nhdn vai, dung nhu anh tho nha ta da nghi,
ché séi Gia dang & dau d6 xa xo6i 1am, nén anh
tho ta khong viéc gi phai lo au, s¢ sét nita.

Tho Peter ben nhay vot ra tir Loi Tam Xuan
xwa than quen, xoay dau nhin quanh bén nay,
bén kia, phan khoi nhu dang dang trao 1én t6i
tan miéng. Anh tho nha ta bit dau cudc hanh
trinh di nhanh thiét xa dén khu Dong Co
Hoang, tung tang, tung tang, tung tang, ta vui
budc trén dwong di rong.
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Chuong 3

CU PEM THAY POI KHU VUC
SAN MOI

An udng no né, cé dwgc mot ngay phii phé,
Bung ma doi thi ca thé’ gioi nhw dang boc khoi.

Tho Peter

Ga ct dém Hooty ngdi trén ngon cao chét
vot ctia mot than cay chét trong khu Ring
Xanh, khi bong dém dang tradi dai trén nhitng
nhanh cdy mot mau den sam t6i mu. Ca dém
Hooty dang khe khé néi chuyén gi d6 mot
minh. Anh ta khong them 16n tiéng vi so
nhing con mdi biét duwgc minh dang ¢ day,
dang rinh rdp ho nhu thé nao. Ngdi trén cay
khong nhtic nhich, Ct BPém quan sat canh vat
xung quanh minh va néi nho:

“Olald, O li la!

Co ai bdo t6i phai lam sao

Dé con toi an dwroc no mau

Téi phdi san moi sudt dém nay

D cdc con dn uéng no say

Chuea chiu thod man, du ddy

O lald, Oila la!

T6i biét phai lam sao ddy?”
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Khi man dém dén va troi to6i han, ca dém
Hooty bat dau cudc san moi va hu lén, “hu
hu...htt hu ha hu!”

That 1a mot tiéng ha kho nghe nhat chua
ting thay trong khu ring tam tdi, am thanh
cua mot su them khat ghé ron, khién cac loai
thi1 nho bé cam thay run 1én vi e de khiép sg.
Tiéng hi khiéh cho cac loai thu bé nho giat ban
minh 1én run rdy lo au hoang hot. Khi ay ho sé
v0 y gidm vao nhiing chiéc 14 quanh minh v6
tinh gdy nén nhitng tiéng dong sot soat xao
xac. Khi &y ct dém Hooty v6i hai 10 tai bén
nhay, nho thé ma nghe duregc, cling véi anh mat
vang tinh ranh ca vo, hin ta sé phat hién dwoc
ra con moi ctia minh va chup 14y bita an tdi le
lang dé dang thoi.

Ngay trong dém anh tho Peter bat dau cudc
hanh trinh di dén khu Bong Co Hoang, thi cu
dém Hooty ciing tinh co quyét dinh phai lam
mot viée gi d6 dé dem vé thém day du thic an
cho 11 con dang o trén nhitng nhanh cay doc
can 16n, nam khuat trong phan t6i nhat cta
khu Rttng Xanh. Luc nay khong phai la thoi
gian tot nhat sdn mdi mot cach dé dang va
Hooty biét rat ro kha ndng ctia chinh ban than
minh. Han ta c& thé ma hy, tiéhg ht mai vang
1én v6 vong trong khu Rirng Xanh. R6i han ta
lai lwon téi lwon lui quanh di quéan lai long
vong quanh khu canh BDong Xanh nhu mét céi
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béng den nhung khong thé tim thay bong
dang mot cht chudt, mét con mdi nao.

“Co 18 tat ca nguyén do déu 1a 18i ctia ga ché
soi Gia va cao Gia, cao Do day”, Hooty gian di
néi: “Ho da pha hong hét nhiing cudc san moi.
buang vay, chinh ho da gianh hét nhiing con méi
béo bo. Néu tdi can phai dem d6 an vé cho dan
con, t6i phai lo di kiém noi khac ma san lung. Co
16 t6i nén di dén khu Déng Co Hoang. Biét dau
t6i sé gap may man khi s&n moi ¢ noi do.”

Thé la ct dém Hooty sai rong ddi canh bat
dau bay vé huéng Pong Cé Hoang, chang bao
lau ngay sau khi tho Peter ciing da bat dau
cudc hanh trinh tr cung mét diém khoi hanh
d6. T4t nhién 1a han ta dau biét rang anh tho
Peter ciing da bat dau 1én duong di vé cung
mot huong. Cling nhw chinh thé Peter cling
dau c6 ngo rang ct dém Hooty lai nghi dén
viéc sé di dén khu Bong Co Hoang nhu minh
vay. Néu biét dugc diéu d6, chac chan la tho
nha ta sé khong dam di dau ca. Thé ma, tho
Peter van ludn luén dé phong cin k& phan
khong gian 6 quanh minh ma quén di bau troi
0 ngay trén dau minh, véi y nghi la cho soi
Gia, cdo Gia mdi la ké dang so ma théi. Chinh
vi thé' ma tho Peter da pham phai mot sai 1am
chét nguoi, ¢ thé bi de doa dén tanh mang, va
Chéng bao lau sau anh ta mdéi nhan ra dwoc
diéu nay.
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Chuong 4

CHIEC BONG VOI NHUNG
MONG VUOT SAC BEN

Khon bao nim, dai co mot gio

Bao nhiéu nam phong ho, chi mgt phiit tho o

Khi ta cin nhadt tieng phiit tirng gio

Dé phong cin thin, sao khong chon diing
liic ma nhon nho

Ban c6 hiéu khong, thong minh khong diing
liic, ma lgi ngu ngo ngay liic thit ching ngo.

Thé Peter

Khinh dich 1a m¢t hanh dong sai lam 16n
nhat cta ching ta dudi vom troi nay. Tho
Peter cling biét rat ro diéu nay. Tat nhién anh
ta hiéu chu. Peter da suyt chét nhiéu 1an chi vi
anh ta da vo y lo la khinh dich day. Anh ta
hiéu ro sy vO tdm vO y cuia minh la nhitng bai
hoc can ghi tam khac c6t nhé doi. Thé nhung,
v6i tdnh tinh hon nhién dé quén nén sy vo y
da khién anh tho bao phen gap phai nhiing
kho khan ric roi dén nhoc nhan. C6 nhiéu ké
quanh ta ciing da hay bi méc phai vao nhiing
truong hop twong ti nhu anh thoé Peter vay.

Bay gid Peter phai hiéu rang khi ban than
minh la mét con thii nho bé yéu 6t, nén khi
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dam ca gan di ra ngoai luc troi vao toi, anh tho
can phai dé phong can than dé tranh khoi tai
mat ctia nhitng ké tht1 luén cho chuc rinh rap
dé &n thit minh, chdng han nhu ga ca dém
Hoooty, lao cdao Gia hoac la cdo D6 nhuw moi
khi. Pém d6 khi anh tho bit dau cudc hanh
trinh di vé huéng Dong Cé Hoang, trong dau
anh ludén bi am anh béi 1ao soi Gia, cao Gia va
cao D6 am anh nhw bao 1au nay roi, thé'la anh
tho lai quén bang di cac mdi nguy khéac vi du
nhu la hung than ct dém Hooty tdi nay.

Vi vay anh tho ta van ludt chay thiét nhanh
mot cach vo tu vui vé hon nhién, voi doi tai dai
va dd6i mit sang, hai 16 mdi nhin nhin, hinh
hinh nhung luén d& phong nhiing bat trac tir
khoang khong gian ¢ chung quanh minh; thé’
nhung anh tho v6 tinh quén bdng di nhiing
nguy hiém khac c6 thé ap xudng tir khoang
khong gian ttr bau troi trén dau anh ta.

Dém &y trang sang vang vic soi sang nhitng
con duong, thd Peter da can than nup minh
vao trong bong toi that la ky cang. Anh ta da
lao nhanh nhu bay tir mét goc toi nay, sang
mot goc toi khac va nép minh vao phan toi
tham nhat khi ngung lai d& nghi 1y tiép hoi
stec. Luc anh tho Peter cang dén gan khu Dong
Co Hoang hon, anh ta cam thay minh duoc an
toan hon truede sw de doa ctia chod séi Gia, cao
Gia va cdo Do. Cang chay nhuw bay qua nhiing
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manh trang soi, thé Peter cang tro nén dan di
hon lic dau. Thinh thoang Peter con ngling lai
bén duwong dé€ ngam day mot miéng co ba 14
ngot ngao. Khi di dwgc mot quang duwong dai
anh thé da bat dau cam thay thim mét. Nhung
anh tho ta da di gan dén duoc Dong C6 Hoang
r6i. Noi nay t&i tim vang vé yén tinh trong c6
vé rat binh an khi dwoc bao quanh bang nhiing
bui cdy nhon va ddm cé gai ram rap day dac.

“Oi noi nay ¢ nhiéu chd ly twong qua dé
cho ta an than,” Peter tham nghi. “Noi nay c6
vé la mot noi an toan nhuw ¢ Léi Tam Xuan xwa
vay. Chac sé& khong c6 ai biét d€ ma di tim ta &
day dau.” Ngay luc dy, anh tho chot phat hién
ra mot mang co ba 1a that twoi ngon duwdi anh
trang sang soi. Nudc miéng ctia tho Peter bat
dau chay ra them muoén. “Ta phai danh mot
bung no né trudc khi di tiép téi Bong Co
Hoang, bai vi biét dau noi dy khong c6 co ba la
thi sao,” Peter tu néi.

“Anh nén can than thi hon, tho Peter a,” co
mot tiéhg ndi nhé trong dau nhac nhé anh tho.

“Oil” Peter la 1én. “Ta dau c6 can thiét phai
lo s6t v 1én nhu thé nay!”

Co6 mot bong den trai dai 1én nhitng vat co
ba 14 twoi mong hap dan tuyét voi. Peter nhin
thdy duoc rd lam. “Chac né duoc hinh thanh
tir nhitng anh may bay ngang qua madt trang
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day,” anh ta tin chic nhu thé va nghi réng
khong can ngudc lén d€ nhin quanh dé phong,
thé'1a anh tho ct manh dan nhay vot ra ngoai
hong hwdng thu mot bira an that la thoa thich
no né. Khi anh ta dén gan sat bén dam co ba la
kia thi chiéc bong den ay lai phu ap 1én mot 1an
ntta. Thé roi tho Peter ben giat minh hoang hot
khi c6 mot ndi so hai kinh hoang hién dén that
nhanh trong dau. Anh tho Peter khong ding
lai d€ nhin lén ma vdi vang vot nhay thiét
nhanh, v6i va bang sang bén duwong. Trong khi
ay thi mot chiéc mong that bén nhon da cao
rach toac vao da anh tho khién cho anh ta cam
thady dau dén vo cung. Anh tho nha ta lién
xoay nhanh mot vong, phéng that nhanh va
nhay vot that cao lén, quay nguoc lai hét sang
bén nay, sang bén khac trong sudt thoi gian cai
béng den kia dang rugt dudi bam sat theo bén
minh. Mot 1an nita, nhitng chiéc méng bén
nhon lai cao toac vao da thit va khién anh tho
dau don kéu la re ré lén.

Cudi cung, vao ltc anh thoé Peter sép can hoi
kiét stec thi may man thay anh ta da chay dwoc
dén sat gan bia Pong Co Hoang va nhanh
chong nhay voi, chii that sau vao trong mot
bui gai day dac gan day.

“0i,6i!” Peter nttc nd 1én, “Toi da quén bén
di con cu dém Hooty chét tiét kia! Hon ntra, t6i
dau nghi rang han ta cé thé nao lai di d&én dwoc
noi nay co chit.”
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Chuong 5
PONG CO HOANG

Nhirng bui gai nhon sé khong dam nhirng
ai biét khéo tranh chiing.

Thé Peter

Tho Peter ngdi ¢ trong bui gai hién lanh &
ngay ngoai bia Dong Co Hoang hi huc tho that
gap gap lay hoi trong khi tim thinh thich dap
manh nhue dang don hét mau sang mot bén
nguroi anh tho vay. Peter da thoat mang qua
mot phen htt hon hu via. Vét thuong dai trén
nguoi lam cho anh thé bay gio cam thay dau
dén vo cung. Lan dau tién di dén mot noi xa
la, tho Peter khong biét duwong nao ma lan mo
dé tim ra noi lan tron an toan dwoc. Kinh
nghiém co thtra sau bao 1an thoat duoc nhitng
nguy hiém chi trong duong to ké tdc, tho Peter
hoc duoc khong nén khiép so sau khi da vuot
qua con nguy. Peter d6i khi c6 vé khon ngoan
nhuw mot nha triét hoc. Goi anh tho nhuw thé
nghe ¢ vé oai phong kiéu hanh ddy ban nhi,
nhung that sy thi viéc nay rat v don gian thoi.
Triét hoc gia la nguoi khong bi am anh véi
nhing chuyén rai ro da qua, ho biét hoc hoi
kinh nghiém tit nhitng rac réi khé khan, trac
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tro d6. Day la diéu tat yéu can biét dé chung ta
te muu cau mot cudc song hién tai thanh tyu,
thanh than nhat. Peter that sw da hoc dwoc mot
bai hoc rat dang gia ¢ trén doi nay.

“Ta sé khong bao gio dam quén chuyén
phai dé phong con cit dém Hooty nira,” tho ta
vira cham s6c vét thuong vira ndi,”cé 1€ day la
mot diéu may khi han da chop hut ta. Néu
khong thi ta da v6 tinh quén bang di sy hién
dién ctia han. Vay thi ta sé v ¥ quén khong
phong ho va sé gap nguy hiém ¢ Dong Co
Hoang nay bat ct ltc nao. Bay gio thi ta da
biét 1a han cing theo ta di dén tan noi day r6i,
ta sé khon ngoan va can than hon nén cu dém
mi ding hong bat duoc ta nhé. Oil tai sao ma
ta lai bi dau dén nhu thé nay! Gio thi ta méi
biét duoc sw dau don cta chudt dong Danny
khi bi ctt dém Hooty cap di va quing bo xudng
L&i TAm Xuan xua thué nao. Ay da! Diing that
y nhu 10i me ta da thuwong dan do:

“Ngay hom qua da di vao qua khiz, hiy doc long
cham lo thdt t6t cho ngay hom nay.

“Bay gio thi ta da dén dwoc khu Dong Co Hoang
nay, ké'tiép thi toi nén lam gi day?”

Peter cam thdy khoan khodi la thuong nén
1én nhin ra ngoai ttr phia dwdi cac bui gai nhon
hién lanh than thién. Anh tho thay duoc trong
long ¢ mot cam gidc khoan khoadi tuyét voi la
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la. Tat nhién la tho Peter khong thé nhin duoc
ra xa 1am, béi vi Péng Cé Hoang véi rat nhiéu
bui ram va bui gai day ddc, nhitng day cay
Tam Xuan moc chi chit tao thanh mot cai bong
den tham tham kéo that dai, dan ngang dudi
anh trang. Peter khong 16 sé ¢ nhiing hiém
hoa nao dang chuc cho quanh day hay khong,
nhung anh tho da khong con cam thay so hai
diéu gi ntta. Dung thé, tho ta khong con mot
chut so hai nao hét. Pam cay Tam Xuan that la
tuyét va chung ludn ludn la noi tra an tién loi
nhat. Khi Tho Peter nhin thady nhitng khom cay
Tam Xuén, anh ta ¢ cam giac nhu da trd vé
nha minh.

Peter hit 18y mot hoi that dai. Va r6i anh ta
reo 16n 1én “Oi!” Vi qua héo hite di tim kiém
nhing diéu tha vi noi vung dat mdi, nhitng
diéu tuyét diéu nhu chu chim gié Sammy da
tung k€&, anh tho quén mat la minh dang bi
thuong tich rdch nat khap ngudi nhtic nhéi
budt dau. Dong Cé Hoang 1a mét khu vy rat
an toan bdi vi noi day da cé cau bé con trai gia
dinh ngwoi Nong Dan ho Brown giap sttc, sé
di san lung nhitng ké nguy hiém c6 thé an thit
tho Peter nhuw choé séi Gia, cao Gia, cao Do.
Anh tho cang cam thdy an tdm hon ntta khi
nhin thdy dwoc qua nhiéu chd ly twong dé an
than khi cAn dén. Vén s&n mang trong ngudi
tanh hiéu ky, Peter khong con chan cho gi
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thém ntra, bén chuan bi cho minh cudc tham
hiém ly ky tha vi. Thé nhung khi anh tho vira
nhuc nhich dwgc mot ti thi Peter chot thdy ca
nguedi nhéi dau 1én, “Oi!” anh ta dau dén nhan
mat la to.

“Ta nghi bay gid chdc ta can phai nghi ngoi
lai ngay & noi day roi, béi vi ta chi c6 cam giac
an toan khi tra an ngay ¢ dudi bui gai gia ly
twong nay ma thoi.”

Trong nhdy mat Peter da tim dwoc mot tw
thé” thoai mai nhat va mim cuoi hai long khi
anh tho chot nghe tiéng tru cua choé séi Gia
dang vang vong tir @ mot noi rat xa, xa tan mai
0 canh Bong Xanh kia.

“Ta chang ¢ cai quai gi phai so ldo séi Gia
nita, du1 sao di nita, han sé chang bao gid nghi
dén chuyén ta sé di dén tan noi nay dau.” Anh
tho tw noi.
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Chuong 6

THO PETER VAN CO POC MOT MINH

Mot doi loi an ui,

Chura thé gieo midm an vui
Cho ké cb doc budn chan,

Vian mot minh cd doc odn than.

Tho Peter

Suot thoi gian con lai ctia dém &y, tho Peter
ngoi duwdi bui gai & ngoai bia Dong Cé Hoang
xuyt xoa cham soc cac vét thuwong ctia minh luc
bi ct dém Hooty cao trung dén rach toac da.
Cudi cung thi 6ng mat troi vui nhon, tron do
cling bat dau leo 1én bau troi xanh biéc nhu
moi ngay. Peter nhin theo anh mat troi va cé
cam giac 6ng mat troi dang nheo mat tinh
nghich nhin minh. Peter da bat dau cam thay
khoe hon trudc nhiéu roi. Thé nhung anh ta
cling bat dau cam thay hoi hoi nhé nha. Khong
c6 diéu gi té hon trong hoan canh mot minh ¢d
doc phai ¢ moét noi xa la, ma anh tho lai con bi
thuong va dau dén khap minh may nhw thé’
nay. Oi, sao lai that 1a nhé nha qua di. 0i, sao
ta lai cam thay chan chwong nhw thé nay.

Dém trudc, Peter cling da cam thdy vo cung
budn nan va trdi tim anh ta nhu dang chung
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han xudng. Ting ctr ddng nho ciing du dé lam
anh ta bi budt dau té nhitc khdp ca nguoi. Ca
than minh anh thé dang € &m va té cting ting
phit ting gidy. Anh ta bat ddu ban khoan
khong biét lam gi dé kiém dwoc miéng an no &
mot noi hoan toan xa la nhu thé nay. Hon bat
ct lGc nao, anh tho bdong thady nhé da diét
nhitng con duong nho than quen ma anh ta da
dao ra cho chinh minh va nguwoi ban than la
chudt dong Danny st dung ¢ chon cii Loi Tam
Xuan xua.

“Co lé ta sé khong bao gio, khong bao gio
con tim vé duoc nhiing con duong d6 nia!”
Peter budn b3 than van, d6i mit ngan 1¢é nhuw
sap mudn khoc.

R6i bdng nhién anh thé ngude nhin 1én cao
va bat gap 6ng mat troi vui nhon tron d6 dang
nheo nheo mit véi minh, Peter bén ¢ nheo
mét lai, ¢ hai dong l¢ nhu sép stra tudn trao
hoen mi. Thé r6i d6i mat Peter bén rao hoanh
ngay di boi vi dng mat troi dy, nhue mot nguoi
ban lau nidm, da gieo rac niém vui ndi han
hoan tré vé trong trai tim anh tho c6 doc cta
ching ta.

Khi t6i budn c6 ban 1ii an,
Nhuw dém toi tro minh, roi dnh sing lai tran lan.
Thé day, anh sang niém tin vui vé lai ta vé

trén Dong Co Hoang. Ong mit troi chiéu sang
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dén tirng gdc t6i nho nhoi trong trai tim Peter
nht mot nguodi ban than thiét dang mudn vo
vé nhau. Chac chan la Peter van dang c6 don,
nhung ndi c6 don nay hoan toan khac biét cam
giac bo vo 1é loi bat lyc luc trede. Khi anh tho
khong c6 ai d€ han huyén tam su, thi anh ta rat
s¢ phai mang cam giac d6. Thé nhung khi anh
ta nhan dwoc ci nhdy mat than thién ctia 6ng
mat troi thi khong nhitng trai tim anh ta da
thanh than trd lai ma than xac cuia tho Peter
cting khong con thdy € am va dau budt nhu
anh ta nghi.
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Chuong 7

PETER TIM PUQC NHUNG DAU CHAN

Mbi ngay la mot diéu mai lg,
Khong giong nhitng ngay da xa, tirng
buwoc dwong da qua.

Tho Peter

Tho Peter ngdi do suy tu that lau. Du dang
bi dau & 4m khap nguoi nhung long hiéu ky da
khién Peter khong thé nao ngdi yén lau hon
duogc nita. Anh ta can phai di tham hiém Dong
Co Hoang ngay thoéi. Vita nhan nh6, dau don
theo titng budc di nhung Tho Peter ciling treo
ra khoi noi tri 4n va bit dau cudc hanh trinh
tham do Bong C6 Hoang kia.

Peter da hoc dugc mot bai hoc dang gia sau
khi bi ct dém Hooty v6 hut. V6i tam than gio
mang thuong tich khap minh, dau budt & am,
Peter cang thém siang sudt canh giac hon.
Trudc hét anh ta nhin quanh quan phia bén
trén bau troi, roi quay ra quan sat vong quanh
khap dudi dat niva. Sau d6, anh ta tréo ngang
qua tirng manh c6 ba la noi ma Peter xém bi
Hooty chup duwoc dém hom trude.

“MOot budi an sang ngon lanh, sé khién cho
ta tro thanh mot chti thod hoi sinh.” Peter noi.

>>> 149

Von di la mét ké hdo an, anh ta an ngdn
nghién that nhanh, chi ngting lai khi miéng da
day, r6i im ling quan sat va lang nghe. “Ta
biét an nhanh v§i va la moét thdi xau, thé
nhung dé€ bung ddi con cao thi cang khong tot
lanh gi hon dau.” Anh tho ty ndi, r6i ngom
ngoam nhai ngau nghién ngon lanh khong
ngling nghi.

Khi bung da cang tron Peter ben thd ra
khoan khoai rdi treo tro lai phia dudi bui gai
kia nam nghi. Thé nhung anh ta khong thé
nam im lau duwoc, anh thé c& hio hic mudn
mau chéng di thdm hiém Pong C6 Hoang.
Quang canh noi day trong that la dep tuyét
voi. Noi nay co rat nhiéu lum cay c6 gai nhon,
bui gai day ram rap, khong cé nhitng khoang
khong gian tro troi thiéu bong cay, qua la mot
san choi rat ly twong. O day con c6 mot day
bui cay day gai trai dai nhu mot btc tuong
thanh kién cd bao vé va ngan ngtra moi diéu
xau xa co thé xay ra. Nhiing dau chan bo dang
han in dau rai rdc khap noi tao thanh nhiing
16i di nho rat dep ma anh tho chua ting nhin
thay bao gio. Anh thé thich tha 1an mo theo
nhing dau nhé dé va bat ngo phat hién ra
nhiéu noi rat v la thu vi.

Thinh thoang anh tho di téi nhitng noi c6
nhing hang cay cao khién anh ta nhé vé khu
Ring Xanh du rang cay c6i 0 day chi c6 thua
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thét vai hang cay chum lai véi nhau ma thoi.
Khi anh tho tim ra duwgc mot biic twong da do
nat véi ddm day xanh leo bam chdat bo quanh
ng, anh tho Peter reo thét 1én mirng ro.

“Pay 1la mot t6 &m qua tuyét voi!” Peter reo
1én, biét rd noi nay 1a mot noi tra an ly tuwdng
nhat ngoai trir sy de doa cua Chon Bong Den.
Tuy nhién, anh tho nghi rang dau c6 di dau
cling vay ma thoi, khong ai c6 thé nao thoat
khoi tam san lung ciia Chon Bong Pen dau. Vi
thé’ cho nén anh tho khong 1ay diéu d6 lam
phién long. Dan dan anh tho mo téi mét noi
that am wot nhue dam lay vay. Mat dat thiét la
mém va cé nhitng viing nudc nhé nam rai rac
quanh day. Pam duong xi moc chi chit khap
noi nhiéu hon ca dam dwong xi moc & doc bo
ao Nu Cuoi. Dang kia 1a nhitng cay bd lu, cay
hong dao dai that dep. Bau troi van con téi
nhung khong khi that tinh mich, yén binh
thanh than 1am. Peter rat thich noi nay va anh
tho ben dua lung vao mot canh duong xi 16n
nghi ngoi. Anh ta khong nghe thay tiéng dong
nao hét ngoai tiéng hat thanh thoét cua con
chim Veery. Vi qua mét mdi Peter thiép vao
giac ngu theo tiéng ru thanh thot ay.

Khi giat minh thitc gidc, anh thd con chua
nhan ra dwoc minh dang ¢ noi nao. Sau khi
binh tinh nhé lai thi Peter ng6i yén khong
nhuc nhich suy tw vé chuyén di cia minh va
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xao xuyén nhd vé vung troi cit canh Pong
Xanh. Bat chot, anh tho nhin thdy mot viéc gi
do6 da khién anh ta ngdi bat thang day va chot
thdy dau nhéi dén ndi phai la lén “Oi, dau
qua!” vi nhitng vét thwong van con khién anh
thé cam thay dau budt & Am 1am.

Ban nghi Peter nhin thdy diéu gi thé?
Nhitng vét chan, anh tho da nhin thay rat
nhiéu ddu chan in sdu dwdi dat bun va day
khong phai la ddu chan cua chinh anh tho
Peter dau, cac ban a.
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Chuong 8

NHUNG VET CHAN LA NOI
PONG CO HOANG

Nhitng ké sang mit va thinh tai,
Sé hoc hoi nhiéu hon la bit cir ai.

Tho Peter

Thé Peter nhin chdm cham vao nhing vét
chan trén dam bun quanh ving dam lay cua
bong Co Hoang. Anh ta so sanh vét dau dé
v6i nhiing budc chan cta chinh minh roi ct
nhin di nhin lai, b6i rdi ban khodn. Anh ta lay
chan sau gai lén chiéc tai dai cua minh, au lo
suy nghi that lau. Day ro rang la nhitng dau
chan ctia loai thd nhung ciing chac chan khong
phai 1a dau chan caa chinh anh ta.

“Dau chan nay to hon chan minh, nhung lai
qud nho so vdi chan cua tho ritng Jumper. Hon
nita, Jumper dang song ¢ khu Rung Xanh va
khong thé nao ¢ méat ¢ noi nay duge. Khong
biét c6 phai la han ta d& lai d&u chan nhu c6 y
dang mudn the dudi téi ra khoi noi nay
khong.” Tho Peter ndi.

Ban thdy d6, néu Tho Peter nghi rang c6 cha
tho la nao ma muoén dén séng ¢ Loi Tam Xuan
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xwra, thi anh ta sé tim hét cach dudi han di ngay
khong thém suy nghi dan do gi ca, béi vi anh
ta nghi noi &y chinh 14 1anh thd cua riéng minh
anh ta day. Vi thé, anh tho khong biét chu cta
nhiing ddu chan nay cé cung suy nghi nhuw
minh khong nita. Anh ta cang nghi cang cam
thay lo lang lam, thé nhung guong mit anh ta
v0i vang binh tinh ngay tro lai. “Co 1€, ké ay
cting chi 1a khach la méi dén day thoi, vay ké
d6 cling khong c6 quyén gi dudi to6i di. Co6 16,
co 1é doi chan cua ké d6 trong to 16n nhung
chuwa hin hin ¢é than hinh 16n hon va manh
hon minh. Néu dung thé’ thi t6i cling muoén
biét han ta sé lam gi duoc t6i.” Thoé Peter noi.

Peter phong mang tron ma tu théi 16n minh
lén xem coi c6 dwgc oai phong hon khong.
Khoéng ngo nhiing vét thuwong do cu dém
Hooty d¢ lai van con lam cho anh ta thdy dau
dén nhirc nhéi 1dm nén Tho Peter vi nhin
mt la 16n, “Oi!” va anh ta Chéng con long da
nao nghi dén danh dam tranh gianh gi ntra ca.

“Thoi, chac ta phai lo tim ra ké la nay 1a ai
trwdc khi t6i bi han ta lam khé. Déng Co
Hoang bao la bat ngat nay c6 thé dung nap
duoc rat nhiéu tho ma. Cé thé néu ta khong
lam phién ké d6 thi chic han sé chang lam
phién ta dau. D€ ta lan mo theo nhiing vét
chan thir xem ta sé€ tim ra duwgc diéu gi nao.”
Tho Peter ti n6i mot minh.
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Thé 1a Peter bat dau di 1an theo d&u nhiing
vét chan la kia va anh ta phan khoi dén ndi
quén mat mnh phai di khap khénh, ca nhac
ntta. Nhitng ddu chan dua tho ta di hét nhiing
con duong bang qua viing dam 1ay va dan téi
mot goc cay bu 16 thi Peter dirng lai.

"Ha ha! Bay gio thi ta c6 thé biét duoc ga
tho kia to 16n dén duong nao roi.” Peter ndi.
Tai sao anh tho biét duoc vay? Boi vi loai tho
thuong dung cay bo lu dé lam thuwdc do chiéu
cao cua minh. Dang vay roi, loai thé thuong
hay dé dau an lai nhiing cai moc thoi gian khi
minh 16n 1én noi ting lta tudi, gidng nhu
nhitng cau bé, c6 gai vay d6. Chung khong cé
nhing chiéc ctra d€ dua vao dé€ do, nén loai tho
dua vao nhiing gdc cay dé do chiéu cao cta
minh dady. Va than cay nay chinh la cai thudc
do cua ké da dé lai nhitng dau chan Peter dang
lan do di theo sau. Peter dung lai & dudi goc
cay va suy nghi than trong thém mot 1an nira.
Anh ta biét rd vé loai cdy nay qua ma. Chinh
anh ta cling titng st dung vai than cay dé do
chiéu cao tdng tredng ctia minh ldc con ¢ khu
Rung Xanh day. Khong nhitng thé, nhitng cay
nay khong phai chi dé€ dung do 1ay than minh,
ma con c6 cong dung nhu la chiéc cong phan
chia ranh gidi, chiém dat, tao lanh thé nhuw
bang hiéu “Khdéng phan sy mién vao.” Diéu
nay ndi rd viéc 6 day ciing c6 vai con thé song
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trong khu vuc nay lau roi va c¢6 thé da mudn
chiém mot phan caa Dong Co Hoang nay lam
lanh tho riéng ctia minh.

Peter da danh hoi dwoc mui thd rat khoe
manh 6 nhitng than cay dy. Nhitng cha tho
nao d6 da ddc hét sttc minh ca manh vao than
cay dé do sao dwoc that cao day ma. Peter
nhay vot lai gan. Anh ta veon théng minh d¢&
do cho thiét cao nhung cling can than khong dé
cho than minh cham qua sat vao goc cdy. Anh ta
khong muon dé'lai mét dau vét gi ca. Tho ta vueon
ra va veon hét minh nhung chiéc mai phap
phong cta Peter cling khong thé cham vao dau
khac ma tho khac da dé lai noi day.

“Théi chét r6i, han ta c6 vé cao to 1am! Ta
nghi minh khong nén gdp han trude khi stc
khoé ctia ta binh phuc, khée manh va lanh lan
hon bay gio.” Peter lo au than van.
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Chuong 9
CHUYEN BAT NGO CHANG VUI

Diing doi chian chay nhanh khi phai dau hang,

Ding ham ring sic bén dé mong chién
thing vé vang,

Nhung di la thang hay bgi, di la chién
hay hang,

Vén khong hay bang diung tri tué, sw
thong minh sing sudt, dé' ma gidi quyét vin
dé ta dang vwéng mang.

Tho Peter

Tho Peter tron that ky trong mot goc khuat
kin dado trong Bong Co Hoang suy nghi that
chu dao cdn ké vé viéc anh ta kham pha ra cha
nhan cua nhiing dau chan kia. Ro rang la cay
b6 lu véi nhitng vét khac 1a dau hiéu ching t6
tén tho la kia la mo6t ké to 16n vam v hon anh
ta rat nhiéu.

“Néu hin ta to con hon thi chic 1a s& manh
khoé hon r6i. Vira to 16n vira manh nira thi tat
nhién minh sé& khong la d8i thu ctia han. Hon
nita, bay gio ta dang mang thuong tich khap
minh, dau budt &€ &m nhw thé nay thi chuyén
chién bai 1a cAm chac trong tay. Thé nhung,
han ta cling dau cé thé chiém hét Déng Co
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Hoang nay riéng cho minh dwogc. Ta cling cé
quyén sinh séng ¢ day ma. Néu han nghi han
o thé dudi ta ra khoi noi nay thi qua la mot sai
lam rat 16n trong doi han day. Puoc rdi, dé
xem nao, ta phai cho hén ta biét & dwoc diéu
nay. Pung day, su thong minh sang sudt cua ta
cling sé chang thua kém gi han dau, c6 khi con
vuot bue hon hin nira day.”

Qua that la dai dot khi Peter thich khoe
khoang khodc loac so sanh minh véi nhitng ké
ma anh ta chua titng gdp g& bao gio. Tuy rang
anh thé nhin thdy dau hiéu bao rang c6 ai do
hién dang song 6 Bong Co Hoang nay, noi ma
anh ta dang dinh sé& chiém 1ay mot chd lam
vung dat song moéi cho minh von la noi da co
nguoi cu ngy, chiém lanh trude roi. Tho Peter
suy nghi giong nhu mot sd ké ¢d tanh ich ky,
tham lam va séng rat thiéu cong bang trén cdi
doi nay. Tai sao anh ta lai d€ cho nhitng ham
mudn vo ly d6 anh huong dén sy ngay thang
ctla ban than. Tai sao anh ta c6 thé chiém dat
lam 1anh tho riéng & L6i Tam Xuén xua trong
khu Rung Xanh rdi ngan ranh giéi khong
mudn cac ban tho khac budce vao, song lai nghi
rﬁmg cac ban tho khéac ludn sai, khong tot,
khong cong bang, vo ly; y nhuw cac cha tho
dang lam nhuw thé ¢ noi day. Nhung day la hai
chuyén khac nhau ma. Cang nghi Peter cang
cam thdy trong long cang tic gian hon. RS
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rang la tho Peter hanh dong suy nghi rat vo ly.
Anh ta chi 1a khach la méi ding chan ¢ Dong
Co6 Hoang nay thoi trong khi nhitng ké khac da
sinh sdng ¢ day tu lau roi.

Thé nhung Peter lai khong nhin nhén ra 161
suy nghi thiéu chin chin &y cia minh. Anh ta
dang bi &m anh bdi wéc muodn chiém lay Dong
Co Hoang cho riéng ban théan, d€ anh tho dwoc
tee do lam nhitng di€u minh thich. Thé nén anh
tho cam thay that vong va kho chiu, byc bdi vo
cung. Néu ké la kia 1a mot cha tho nho bé hon
anh ta, c6 1é anh tho Peter sé khong ngan ngai
ma ngang budng tranh gianh. Cang ngdi suy
nghi lau thém, anh tho cang tic gidn, cang dé
sw tu cao tu dai véi nhitng y nghi ngdng cudng
vé viéc anh ta mudn lam nhim chiém loi cho
ban than.

“Ta s€ & day dwong thuong cho dén khi
khoé han, ltc &6 thi hdy xem thtr coi ai la ké
lam chtt Bong Co Hoang nay.” Peter tw nhu.

Trong lic mai mé say sua vdi nhitng y nghi
khong tot ay, Peter bat ngo bi mot qua dam
giang that manh ngay phia sau lung minh.
That 1la mot chuyén khong may xay dén qua
dot ngdt. Boi vi anh ta dang ban ron suy nghi
quén bang rang minh can phai xoa hét nhitng
dau chan cta chinh minh trude khi lui vao noi
an nau ay. Chinh nhitng vét chan da dua
duong dan 16i cho ké la tim ra anh ta. Bup!
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Bup! Bup! Lai nita roi. Peter biét 1o la khong
nén danh tra lai trong lic cac vét thuong trén
than thé chua binh phuc. “Trong ba muoi sau
chwdc, chay 1a thuong sach” Thé la Peter voi
cong chan lén chay that nhanh. Anh ta dang
phan nd, cay dang ta 1é ba gid bén cang cong
dudi, cong nguoi chay troi chét ban mang.
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Chuong 10

THO PETER CO Y PINH TRO VE NHA

C6 ai do da tirng noi,
Ké nhuit nhit ciing cd liic can phai manh dan lén.

Thé Peter

Tho Peter chua ting that vong hon thé lan
nao trong doi. Hién gio anh ta da dén duoc
bong Co6 Hoang, noi anh ta da d€ tam mo
tudng rat 1au, ké ca cd lan xém chét dudi mong
vuot de doa ctia ga ci dém Hooty, nhung bay
gio anh tho dang rat chan nan hoang hot trong
lic nay. Bung ra Peter con cam thdy budn kho
hon luc tredc nita. Peter khong chi & trong
hoan canh vtra chdn nan vtra lo sg, ma diéu té
hai hon ntta 1a ké thu c6 thé bam theo anh tho
bat ct Itc nao, & bat c& noi nao anh ta mudn
di. Thi ra Peter chi d€'y lo s¢ dén nhiing ké thu
thong thuwong nhu con O Gia, cao Do hay
nhiing con chim 6 khac ma thdi. Anh ta biét
cao Gia, cao Do co thé sé quay lai day néu
chung thay kho kiém an ¢ canh Dong Xanh. K&
ca chd soi Gia cling dang song ¢ noi ay roi.
Peter khong lo ngai vé nhitng ké thu nay. Anh
ta da quen cach dé phong ho roi. Anh ta biét
cach an than dwéi nhitng bui gai, bui cé ram,
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nhing duong mon, nhitng khém Tam Xuan va
ca btic trong ci nat 6 do nira, va Peter s€ chay
thodt mot cach dé dang nhitng ké sén dudi
minh. Vay ma bay gio anh ta dang bi nguy
hiém & khap moi noi quanh day, khi ké thu
ctia anh ta 1a moét ké co thé bam sat theo anh
tho 0 bat ct noi nao anh ta c6 thé dén. Hinh
nhu ké do cling dang theo sat anh ta khong roi.
Ké nao thé, ai day? Co6 phai day la mot cha tho
gia cao 1on vam v& ndng tanh, hung hang,
song ¢ day da lau nén mudn ba chu noi nay
va nghi Peter khong c6 quyén dwoc dén day
quay roi.

Hién tai, mac du dang gdp bao nhiéu la tric
trd kho khan, nhung Peter cling da tham quan
tham viéng hét khu vuc Dong Co Hoang va
nghi noi nay that 1a mot chd dep tuyét voi.
Anh ta da nhin thdy hét nhiting diéu muon
thady dé théa man long hiéu ky ctia minh. Chac
chan 1a anh thé sé khong chiu quay vé chon cii
0 Loi Tam Xuan xwa 6 khu canh Pong Xanh,
néu anh ta khong hoan tat cudc du ngoan tham
do tiing goc, ting x4 ctia Bong Cé Hoang dau.
Anh ta ngan ngai suy tu va khong con nghi
dén chuyén sé quay vé chon cii. Anh tho ct
chan cho hét ngay nay sang ngay khac, véi hy
vong rang tho Xam Gia sé nan long khong san
dudi anh ta nita thi sé d€ yén cho anh tho o lai
sinh hoat & day thoi.
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Thé nhung tho Xam Gia lai khong hé lam
nhing chuyén nhw thé. Cha ta cam thay vo
cung han hoan cho doi cho dén khi Peter nghi
réng anh ta da tim ra duwgc mot goc x6 rat kin
ddo an toan tai khu Pong Co Hoang, va
thuong bat thinh linh xuat hién trong nhiing
lic tho Peter dang ngu trua say gidc, khong dé
phong ma hu doa dudi anh tho Peter di. Tho

Peter da hai 1an c& gang danh tra lai. Thé

nhung thé Xam Gia qua to 1on vam v da
danh guc anh ta véi nhitng ci ¢ manh béang
hai chan sau, lai con ding ham rang sac bén
can rach da Peter nita.

Toi nghiép cho Peter qua cac ban a, bo long
cta anh ta da bi rach toac ta toi khi bi cit dém
gay thuong tich. Me Thién Nhién da khong co
du thoi gian giap nhitng vét thuong lanh lai,
bay gio anh tho Peter phai chién ddu cung voi
tho Xam Gia. Danh tra khong duwoc nén Peter
ben quay sang thé phong thu, tu bao vé rdi ¢k
phai né tranh lién tuc. Vi luon ludn phai canh
giac cho nén Peter lién tuc thiéu ngu khong co
1ay dwgc mot bira an no. Cang ngay anh ta
cang gay teo top ca nguoi di, by 16ng anh tho
thi bi rach ta toi, anh tho nhin khong khac gi
mot hinh ndom gay go bang rom ma ngudi ta
dung dudi qua 6 ngoai dong.

Thé nhung anh tho van kién quyét khong
chiu bd cudc. “Kién tri la mot dde tinh ta da
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duoc day. Bén gan at sé chién thang. Vay thi ta
phai tiép tuc kién tri.” Anh ta tw ndi véi chinh
minh.

Va anh ta tiép tuc kién tri hét ngay nay qua
ngay khac, cho dén khi gan kiét stcc va gan
nhu sdn sang dau hang. Anh thd viron minh
mot cach mét moi duwdi tia néng mat troi & mot
gbc x6 xa tham nhat trong Pong Co Hoang va
quyét dinh ngay trong dém d¢, anh ta sé 1én
duwong tro vé chon ct ¢ Lol Tam Xuan xua
trong khu canh Bong Xanh. Bat chot gan do
bSng phat ra moét tiéng dong sot soat nhe
nhang ¢ ngay sau lung khién anh ta nhay vot
lén, trdi tim nhue muoén vang khoi miéng vi
hoang hot bat ngo. Nhung thay vi nhin thay
mot guwong mat gian dit ctia lao tho Xam Gia
thi anh tho nhin thay... Ban nghi sao? O dau lai
c6 mdt cdp mat hién tit, nhan ai diu dang len
lén nhin anh tho tir phia sau nhitng nhanh
dwong xi 16n.
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Chuwong 11
THO PETER POI Y

Khi ban da quyét dinh diéu gi,
Nén suy nghi thiét kij dé¢’thi hanh cho trot.

Thé Peter

Tho Peter nhin cham chdp vao d6i mat hién
diu, than thién dang trom nhin anh ta ttr phia
dang sau nhitng nhanh dwong xi 16n, trong
mot goc khuat caa Bong Co Hoang. Anh ta
dang cho doi guwong mat hung than cta tho
Xam Gia, ké da lam cho cudc séng cua anh ta
kho so hoi hop biét duong nao. Chinh vi vay
tho ta khong tin nhiing gi anh ta nhin thay
trong lic nay. Anh tho ct trd mat nhin dam
dam du biét rang lam nhu vay la mot hanh
dong thiéu 1& phép, bat lich su mot cach qué
dang. Vi thé d6i mat hién tir &6 da voi bién
mat sau dam duwong xi xanh biéc kia. Peter tho
phao nhe nhom. Khi &y, Peter méi chot nho ra
minh da hanh x tho 16 nhw thé nao véi anh
mat diu dang than thién do.

“Cho t6i xin 16i ban nhé,” Thé Peter lich sy noi.

Thét ra anh ta c6 thé tro thanh réat lich thiép

moi khi can dén.
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“Cho t6i xin 18i nhé ban oi, tdi khong c6 ¢d'y
khién ban cam thay so hai dau, xin tht 16i cho
toi nhé.”

Noi xong, Peter nong long cho doi mot cau
tra 10i. Da tir lau tho Peter phai song mot minh
tro troi 1é loi & chon cti Loi TAm Xuan xua tai
canh Dong Xanh va khi don dén noi day la
Dong Co Hoang thi anh ta van ludn ¢6 doc tro
troi mét than mot minh. Boi vay anh ta rat
mong c¢6 dugc mot cau noi dap tra lai. Anh tho
¢ cam gidc ké sé hitu d6i mat hién lanh nhan
&i kia chac han sé c6 mot giong néi nhe nhang
ém ai va mot trdi tim vo cung than thién. Va
hién tai Peter can dén mét sy thong cam hon bao
gio hét. Nghi vay anh ta c cho, rdi cho doi
nhung van khong nghe thay tiéhg dong nao, ti
dang sau nhitng nhanh cay duong xi d6.

“Cé 1€ ban khong biét toi la ai. Toi xin tw
gioi thiéu toi tén la Peter. Toi da di dén tir canh
Dong Xanh va t6i rat han hanh duoc quen biét
ban.” Peter ndi tiép. Van khong c6 mot tiéng
dong nao. Anh ta 1én nhin vé phia géc khuat
noi da nhin thdy déi mat hién diu kia, nhung &
d6 khong co ai ngoai tiéng lay nhe nhe cta
nhing nhanh cdy dwong xi. Peter khong biét
phai lam gi hon trong liic &y. Anh ta rat muon
nhay tot dén nhanh cay duong xi 16n d6 va lén
nhin vao trong, nhung khong dam. Anh ta so
rang ké ntp dang sau d6 sé bo chay mat.
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“Toi chi ¢ mot than mdt minh, sao ban lai
khong néi chuyén véi t6i?” Peter than van, buén ba
song van gitt giong néi nhe nhang, lich sy nhat. Van
khong thay ai dap tra lai. Peter dinh di lai gan hon
nhung anh ta bdng thay d6i mat hién lanh kia hién
ra & dudi nhitng chiéc 1a khac. Tho Peter chua bao
gio nhin thay d6i mat dep diu dang déh thé. Doi
miét to den e then, bén Ién rut ré khién cho anh ta
khong dam tho manh vi s¢ rang sé khiéh ching so
hai bién mat thém mot 1an nira.

D6i mat lai biéh mat va rdi Peter nhin thay
nhitng nhanh cay duong xi 16n lay dong rung
rinh. Anh ta biét rang ai 6 dang 1én bo di mat.
Peter muon chay theo sau nhung tu trong long
anh ta biét t6t hon hét can phai ngo6i im & do
khong dong day gi ca. Thé la Peter ngoi yén
mot chd that lau, 1au 1am.

Nhung d6i mat &y da khong xuat hién nita.
Chuti nhan ctia d6i mat d6 chac da di xa 1am roi.
Anh ta thd dai r6i lai tho dai, cam thay trong
long c6 don hon bao gio hét. Anh ta nhay vot
qua nhitng cay dwong xi nhin vao phia dang
sau ching. O phia dwéi ¢4t mém hién rd ra
ting dau chan, vét chan cta loai tho, dau chan
nho hon chan cua tho Peter.

“O, t6i biét r6i! Toi mudh thay ddi y dinh, toi sé
khong trd lai chd cii & Loi Tam Xuan xua bay gio
dau, chwa dén e day, it nhat thi khong phai 1a lac
nay roi.” Tho Peter néi that to.
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Chwong 12
PETER HOC HOI TOMMY TIT

Khi ta thay ai dé dang du lo,
Hay diung 10i an ui dem cho
Doi sé dm dp dé tho lén

Khi ta c6 ban tot ¢ canh bén.

Tho Peter

“Chao anh Tho Peter! Ngon gido nao dua
anh dén noi nay, tai sao anh lai c6 vé au sau
tham ndo qua nhw thé?”

Peter cam thay mung r& dot ngdt qua. Day
la 1an dau tién anh ta nghe duoc mot giong noi
than thién sau nhitng ngay dai 1é thé lo au
hoang hot.

“Xin chao anh Tommy Tit! Oi, 6i, 6i, toi
mung qud di khi gap dugc anh. Anh dang lam
gi 0 bong Co Hoang nay?”

Cha chim Tommy Tit nga dau vao ngon cay
thich manh khanh va nheo mét tinh nghich véi
Peter. “Bi mat day!” cha ta noi.

Khong c6 gi hap dan tho Peter bang nhiing
diéu bi mat. Nhung anh ta khong biét git kin
bi mat d€ duoc an than. Dung thé, d6i voi tho
Peter chuyén phai gitt bi mat con kho hon cat
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canh bay. Anh ta biét rd6 diéu d6. Mac du anh
ta c6 tadm long tot nhung cai ludi cua anh ta
khong bao gio biét vang 10i. Mot cai ludi tai hai
c budng long dé€ ndi va noi hét moi diéu (co
thé ndi ra dwoc) khi c6 co hdi nén tho ta khong
thé gitt kin dwgc bat c¢ moét bi mat nao ca.
Nhitng ké thich ba hoa, thich néi chuyén
thuong la nhitng ké khong biét cach gitt kin
moOt bi mat.
“Bi mat gi thé?” Peter hon ho hoi.

Tommy Tit nhin xudng anh tho, d6i mat
sang 1én, nheo lai nghich ngom “D¢ la mot cai
0 6 sdu em bé that 1a dé thuong nhat & trén
doinay.” Chu chim dap.

“Oi,ddng yéu qua! N6 & noi nao vay
Tommy Tit?” Peter reo lén.

“O trong goc cay bo-lu réng,” Tommy nhéy
mat lién héi tréu gheo va néi.

“Nhung goc cdy bo-lu rong d6 ¢ dau méi
dwoc ch®?” Peter nai ni.

Tommy cwoi to. “Pay la bi mat ctia t6i ma.
Néu t6i ndi cho anh biét thi né dau con la bi
mat nita. Thoi, anh hay ndi cho t6i biét ngon
gi6 nao da dwa anh dén Bong Co Hoang nay
trede di, tho Peter.”

Peter biét rang khong c6 cach nao moi ra
diéu bi mat cuia Tommy duoc nén anh ta bat
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dau ké 1€ than van vé nhitng khd nan cua
minh. Anh ta ké vé viéc anh ta cam thay cd
don budn ba nhu thé nao lic con 6 Loi Tam
Xudn xwa trong canh DBong Xanh va khong
dam tung tang di ra ngoai vi e ngai su de doa
cua ldo sdi Gia. Cudi cung anh ta quyét dinh di
tim vung dat song madi nén dén tham do Dong
C6 Hoang. Anh ta ké vé viéc xém chét dudi
moéng vudt ctia ca dém Hooty rdi lai bi tho
Xam Gia ruot dudi khong ngimg dén ndi mat
an mat ngu; cudi cung nan long mudn quay tro
vé chon cti Loi Tam Xuan xua.

“A, toi biét han ta 1a ai r6i. Han ta 1a Jed
Thumper, mét tén tho do vat ky cuu, gia nhat,
to 16n nhat o khap vung nay. Han ta & day qué
lau dén ndi han teong Pong Co Hoang nay 1a
ctia riéng han day. That 1a may man khi han ta
chua giét hai dwgc anh.” Tommy Tit ngat 16i.

“Cting ddm 1am néu tdi da khong nhanh
chan chay mat”. Tho Peter xdu ho dap lai, khi
nghi minh chi biét tron chay ch khong c6 can
dam chong tra lai.

Tommy Tit croi to. “Anh that la qué thong
minh. Thé nhung tai sao anh van chwa quay lai
L6i Tam Xuan xua ¢ canh Dong Xanh vay?”

Peter ngd ra, ngan ngai mot hdi roi bat dau
ké cho Tommy Tit nghe vé chuyén ctia d6i mat
dep hién diu anh ta bat ggp nhin 1én minh sau
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dam duong xi to 16n kia. Anh ta hiéu ky mudn
biét ai 1a chti nhan ctia d6i mat &Y.

“Néu anh chi biét dén day thi t6i co thé ndi
thém cho anh biét.” Tommy vira ndi vira nhay
vot ra ngoai khoang khong chup voi 1dy con
rép nho bay ngang qua noi d6. “Chu nhan caa
d6i mat &y chinh 1a c6 Tho dudi xoén, 1a con
cung cua lao Thumper ngong cudng kia day.
T6i khuyén anh nén mau chéng quay vé nha &
L6i Tam Xuan xwa d€ tranh bét phién phire di
nhé. Thoi, v tdi dang réo day, toi phai di day.
Oi, 6 vo bé bong ctia t6i oi! Anh dang vé téi
nha roi day nay!” Sau cai gat dau chao va
trong nhdy mat Tommy Tit da vut bay di mat.
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Chuong 13
CO THO NHO bUOI XOAN

Nhitng cdu hoi v6 vin lam phi thoi gian,
Nhitng ciu hoi thong minh givp kién thirc
thém doi dao.

Tho Peter

“C6 thd nho PBudi Xoadn!” Peter ngdi bén bo
dé ngoai bia Pong Cé Hoang, chd Tommy vira
bay di, 1ap di ldp lai nhiéu 1an cau ndi do.

“Caéi tén dep qud, dung la mot cai tén rat
dep. Mot cdi tén dep t6i chua bao gio nghe
qua. Toi nghi la c6 dy cling dep nhuw cdi tén ay.
Chac chan 1a vay rdi.” Peter n6i, mo mang nhé
téi d6i mat dep diu dang da 1én nhin minh &
phia sau nhitng cay duong xi to kia, va nhitng
vét chan nho nhan xinh xan anh ta da tim thay
dugc. Thé' 1a anh ta ngodi ddy, mo vé nhing
gidc mo that dep, that tuyét voi va thic mac
rang néu anh ta di tim thi c6 kiém ra duoc c6
tho nho Dudi Xoan khong.

Ttr hoi nao téi gio, Tho Peter dau cd ngo
rang c6 thé nhé Pudi Xoan chi & gan ngay bén
anh. Cb ta dang cu ngu & ngay dang phia sau
hang cay duong xi to do, thuwong hay rut re e 1€
1én 1én nhin trdm khi nghi rang anh ta khong
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nhin thdy minh dwgc. C6 ay da nhin thay
nhitng vét cao, vét can ma ct dém Hooty va
tho gia Thumper d€ lai trén nguoi anh ta.

Co ay clng nhin thdy Peter gdy rdc nguoi
va dau kho hot hoang dén duong nao. Nhitng
giot nudc mat thuong cadm trao ra khoi doi mat
dep diu hién dé. C6 ay qua la mot ké co trai
tim that nhan ai.

“Anh dy c6 mot gwong mat rat sang, anh ta
cling co veé rat lich thiép, toi rat thich nhiing
nguoi 18 phép. Cai tén Peter nghe cling rat ém
tai. NO biéu hién su chan thanh, tot lanh va
that tha. Toi nghiép anh ta qua! Toi nghiép cho
anh tho Peter ghé!” C6 tho Dudi Xoan nho
tham nghi, vdi va chlii cip mat wét. “Udc gi toi
co thé giap dugc diéu gi d€ anh ta bt kho so
hon. O kia, T6i tin rdng anh ta dang tién téi noi
nay, chac t6i phai di thdi, nhin anh ta di ca
nhac toi nghiép qua di thoi!”

Cd tho nhe nhang biéh mat, doi mat con
ngan 1é thuong cam. Lic c6 thd da chic chin
Peter khong phat hién ra minh, c6 ta bat ddu co
gio phong chay di thiét nhanh.

“T6i nhin thay anh ta néi chuyén véi ban
ctia t6i 1a cht chim Tommy Tit, chdc Tommy
da ké vé toi cho anh ta nghe rdi.” ¢6 ta tw nhu
trong lic luwét nhanh qua nhitng con dwong
nho vé nha.
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bang nhu ¢6 nghi, ¢6 ta nhin thdy Tommy
va vo chu ta la Phoebe, dang ban ron tim thitc
an dem vé mdém cho sdu dtta con nho dang co
minh ndm &n trong gdc cay rong rudt. Tommy
khong ranh dé tro chuyén cho nén c6 thé Dudi
Xoan ben ngdi dwa dudi mot bui gai nghi ngoi
va cho. Trong thoi gian cho doi, ¢d ay rira mat
sach s€ va chai b 16ng minh that ky, cho that
mugt bong. Ban c6 biét tim khap khu Péng Co
Hoang va ké ca khu canh DPong Xanh ciing
khong c¢6 may ai gon gang sach sé va thich
chung dién nhw c6 thé nho Pubi Xodn nay.

Mot ltc lau sau, Tommy ding lai d€ nghi
ngoi. Cht ta nhin xudng va bat gip c6 thé nhé
Dubi Xoan nén nhdy d6i mat den lay tinh
nghich tréu cd. C6 thé ranh manh nhay mat lai
va ho cung béat 1én cuoi thanh tiéng mot cach
vui vé. Ho chinh la hai nguoi ban than ttr lau
1am rdi.

“Hay ké cho t0i nghe vé chuyén cta tho Peter
di Tommy Tit” C6 thé nho Pudi Xoan yéu cau va
Tommy da ké vé Peter cho cd tho nghe.
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Chwong 14
THUMPER BI LUA

Khong nén so sinh sy hung hing cia
nguwoi ta qua hinh dang.
Mot con séi doi luc con div ton hon mot
con gdu to vl dai.
Tho Peter

Thé Gia Jed Thumper ngoi trong dam bui
cay Tam Xuan ¢ phia trong Dong Co Hoang,
gian dit chti raa mot minh. Han ta vo cling
cau gat, hung hing nhi muén nudt hét con tike
gian vao nguoi. That 1a han dang néng gian
lam, cang nuot con gian han cang thay gian ttc
dién lén thém. Han ta vira to 16n, vam v& va
khoé manh, ddy kinh nghiém nita. Han ta da
déng d6 6 Dong Cé Hoang nay tir 1au 1am r6i,
khong ai c6 thé ty do tung hoanh & day néu
khong c6 sy dong y ctia han. Thé nhung tai sao
mot con thd la tir khu Ring Xanh dam dén
day, li lom va hon xuwoc khong chiu tranh khéi
noi nay.

Tat nhién la Thumper dang nghi t6i anh tho
Peter. D3 hai ngay qua tir lic han chop hut
Peter, han biét r6 Peter van con quanh quin
trong Dong C6 Hoang khi nhin thdy nhiing
dau chan méi hién ra mdi ngay. Ctt mdi budi
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sang khi han ta chay dén khu viee kiém an ctia
minh lai nhin thay vét chan cta Peter 6 noi dy.
Viéc nay khién cho hin vo cung buc boi dén
ndi an khong con ngon miéng nita. Han bén
quay tré vé bui cdy TAm Xuan ngdi va ngam
nghi. Han ta ct gdm nham con buc boi va bat dau
cau gét gian d& nhiéu hon, va h&n ham huc dwa
chan lién tuc giam thinh thich 1én mat dat.

“Ta sé san lung d€ giét hoac dudi né ra khoi
Dong Co Hoang nay, dé né khong bao gio dam
quay lai. Ta sé& lam diéu d6 ngay bay gio!” Han
la 16n 1én rdi phéng di bat dau cudce san lung
dudi giét Tho Peter.

Néu héan ta im ling khong 1én tiéhg roi am
tham di san lung co 1€ su viéc sé tot hon. Co
hai 16 tai xinh xan da nghe thdy nhitng gi han
néi va d6i mat diu dang kia nhin theo khi han
biénh mat dang dang sau bui cdy Tam Xuan.
Han chay thang dén mot géc khuat that xa
trong BDong C6 Hoang, nhung khong hé biét
rang Peter da tim ra duoc mot phan cua bo dé
&m 4p. Va khi han di duoc mot lat bong c6
tiéng giam chan thinh thich phat ra tit huéng
bén dodi dién. Tiéng dong do6 khién lao tho Gia
dtng lai, vénh tai 1én cham cht lang nghe. Lai
nita, thinh thich, thinh thich! Hin cam thay tic
toi vO cing mudn giam chan tra dtia nhung voi
ngung lai kip thoi. “Néu tdéi lam nhu thé thi
con moi sé biét canh giac va sé chay song mat
nhw bao 14n truede thdi” hidn tu nhu.
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Thé roi, hin ta quay nguoc trd lai va voi va
chay nhanh vé hudng tiéng giam thinh thich
phat ra, c§ gang that nhe nhang khong dé phat
ra tiéhg dong nao hét. Nhay vai budc han ta lai
diing lai nghe ngéng. Han nghe duoc tiéng
thinh thich vang 1én vai ba 1an nira va trai tim
ctia han nhu ndi dién 1én nhung danh phai dan
xudng trd lai.

“Chang 1é né con dam mo dén manh dat
trong sim nita hay sao.” han lam bam.

Cudi ciing han da t6i manh dat trong sim va
nhe nhang chui vao d€ tham do. Khong c6 ai &
noi dé hét. bung rdi, khong c6 mdt bong ma
nao ca. Han cho doi va quan sat, ngay déh mot
soi 16ng ctia Peter han cling khong tim thay.
Han bat dau kiém tim nhiing vét chan cta tho
Peter thi tiéhg gidm chan thinh thich lai troi
lén. Luc nay tiéng dong phét ra ¢ trong khu
vuc co ba 14, noi ma hin chi danh riéng cho ¢6
con gai cung la c6 bé tho Duoi Xoan duoc phép
déh ma théi. Gian dit dén ndi tho khong ra hoi,
han voi vang chay vé huéng d6. Thé nhung
khi ma hin chay duoc dén noi thi ké phat ra
tiéng dong do6 da bién mat dang roi.

Nguyén mot budi sang dai dang dang, tho
Gia Thumper hét hai chay khap noi nhu con
r6i nhung van khong tim thdy béng dang Tho
Peter ¢ dau. Cac ban c6 biét ly do tai sao
khong? Hau nhu trong thoi gian Tho Peter
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danh mot gidc ngt ngon lanh dé€ dudng stic thi
ngoai kia da c6 mot nguwoi khac dang gia dang
anh tho danh lira va danh lac hudng thoé lao
Gia Thumper ddy.
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Chuong 15

SU NGAC NHIEN THU VI
DANH CHO PETER

Ta co thé’bé gay, bé cong cdy que,
Nhirng diéu khong may sé cé ngay chiim dirt thoi.
Tho Peter

Sudt budi sang trong luc c6 ai d6 dang danh
ltra Thumper; ldo thé Gia ngang nguwoc van
teéong minh la chu Bong Co Hoang nay, Peter
dang nam dai trén bo dé pht ddy nang 4m, mo
mong vé d6i mat xinh dep diu dang va nhiing
dau chan nho nhan xinh xan. Day 1la mot chd
nguy hiém d¢ dd gidc ngt boi vi con O c6 thé
xuat hién bat ctt lic nao va vo 1dy Peter trong
lic anh ta dang mé ngu, vay thi tiéu doi anh
tho rdi con gi nira.

Peter da ngu thiép mat di. Ban biét khong,
bo dé duoc nang chiéu vao &m ap va thoai mai
qud, anh ta dang mét nhoai va da lau chua cé
mot gidc ngu nao tie t€'ra hon ca, thé'la anh tho
gat ga, gat gu chim vao gidc ngu va mo vé
nhing gidc mong dep nhat trén doi nay.

Peter nam ngt say swa that lau khi khong cé
ai bén canh lam phién anh ta. Khi troi da qua
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trua thi anh ta choang minh thttc ddy nheo mat
voi ong mat troi vui nhon tron dé ngoai kia.
Anh ta quén bang minh dang ¢ dau. Khi chot
nhd lai, anh ta vdi nhay vot lén va nhdn nhao
nhin t&t bén nay sang bén khac.

“0Oi, Oi!” Peter thang thot. “Oi, 6i, sao toi lai
bat can dén thé nay. That may la tho Gia
Thumper khong tim thay toi dang mé ngu &
day. Va con diéu nay nira, toi dang doi cao
rugt day nay. Duong nhu téi da bi déi hang
nam troi roi thi phai.”

Peter bong dung lai va héch mii. “A...
dung la c6 mot dam co ba la & rat gan day thoi,
a... a... Toi c6 nam mo khong vay, tdi da tinh
giac chua, toi nghe 16 duoc mui thom cua co
ba la ngot ngao ma!”

Peter quay dau thiét cham vé hudng cbé mui
thom cua loai co ba la. Va r6i anh ta xoay vong
lai nhin cham chip, mat mé to, miéng ha hdc
kinh ngac khéng ngo. Anh ta chép mat lia lia,
dui mat r&i chép chép mat thém mot 1an nita.
Khong con nghi ngo gi nita rdi, 6 bén kia bo dé
day nang &m c6 mot déng cé ba 14 xanh twoi,
mét reoi ngot ngao nam sdn doi chd moi goi
anh tho.

Peter di vong quanh mé co, nhin lén bau
troi nhw khong thé tin vao sy that & ngay trude
mat minh. Cudi cting thi anh ta phéng t6i va
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gdam 1ay mot chiéc 14 ctaa nd. Oi, dung la no roi.
Peter da chic chin day la su that rdi. C6 ai do
da dem mé co6 nay dén day dé sin trong ldc
anh ta con say mém trong giac ngu. Ro rang 1a
mo cd nay la qua tang cho anh ta. Nhung ai lai
tot bung thé nay?

Mot y tudng chot loé 1én trong dau. Anh ta
nglng an va nhay vot qua nhitng nhanh cay
duong xi to to va nhin vao phia dang sau, noi
ma anh ta da timng nhin thay doi mat dep diu
dang ngay hom trudc. Dudi dat mém dang in
dau nhing vét chan nho nho giong nhu 1a dau
chan cta c6 thé nho Dubi Xodn vay.

Tréi tim ctua chang thé Peter nhon 1én sy vui
mirng khon xiét. Anh ta biét chac ai la nguoi
dem dén cho minh mé co ba 14 ngon tuyét voi
kia. Anh ta nhin vao ddm duwong xi cau may.
Khong thay bong dang c6 thd ¢ dau ca, anh ta
ben nhay vot quay vé lai mé co ba la va danh
chén that no né. Oi, 1an dau tién trong doi anh
ta thwong thitc dwoc thit co ba 14 ngot ngao,
ngon lanh trong mot tam trang hanh phtc vui
ve thé nay.
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Chuong 16
THO PETER DI TIM GUONG SOI

Néu ching ta danh gid nguwoi ta qua bé ngoai,

Thi tw minh nén tap trwoc diec tinh gon gang,
sach sé, twom tdt, phong oai.

Hay ren luyén phong thdi tirng ngay,

Luon lich thiép, nhe nhang trong moi liic.

Thé Peter

Lan dau tién trong doi Peter bat dau dé y
dén ngoai hinh va cach an méac ctia minh. Binh
thuong anh ta rat gian di xué xoa khong may
khi bo thoi gian quan tam cha y dén vé bé
ngoai ctia minh. Anh ta thwong cwoi nhao cha
chim gié Sammy vi thuong xuyén té ra cham
chtt bd 16ng trang xanh dep ctia minh qud can
than. Anh thé thuong tréu choc cao D6 vi han
ta toi ngay hay khoe khoang b 4o sang trong
cua minh. Ban than anh thé thi cha bao gio dé
y dén ngoai hinh ctia minh ca. Ké& ca lac bd
long ctia anh con nguyén ven hoac rach nat,
anh ta van khong cam thay c6 diéu gi khéc
biét. Gid> Peter dang nam & bo dé trong mot
goc khuat caa Dong Co Hoang, chot doi tanh
mudn tré thanh mot ké banh trai, gon gang
nhat. Peter con muon minh phai 1a mot ké that
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dién m3, sang sua, thong minh phong d6 nira
kia. Anh tho wéc minh duogc cao to vam vo
nhiéu hon. Anh ta mo minh sé 1a mot chu tho
manh mé va cao 16n nhat trén khap ca thé gian
nay. Anh ta mudn c6 mot bo canh that 1a dep.
T4t ca nhitng diéu wéc mudn d6 bat ngudn tir
khi c6 d6i mat dep diu dang ctia c6 bé tho
DPudi Xoan thwong hay lén nhin anh thé nhiéu
lan. Anh ta doan rang chinh c6 Tho da dem
tang cho anh ta md co ba 14 xanh ngon trong
ltc anh ta dang say ngu. Su that ro rang la anh
tho bat ddu cdm nhan duoc tinh yéu dang dén
trong cudc song cua minh. Dang vay, anh tho
Peter nhu da dem long yéu thwong co bé tho
Pudi Xodn ay. Du anh thé chi nhin thay duy
nhat d6i mat diu dang kha i, e 1é rut ré bén
1én, 1én nhin minh ma khong hé 16 dang
nguyén hinh, va anh tho nha ta ¢ mo vé c6 bé
Thé nhue mét diéu khong gi dep hon dé mo toi
ntta. Anh tho ta wéc gi ¢ thé gdp mat duwoc co
bé Tho. Néu anh ta biét duoc cd bé Tho ay da
danh Itra cha minh la lao tho Gia Thumper nhw
thé' nao dé€ anh ta cd co hoi danh mot gidc ngu
ngon an binh, chac chan anh s& cang hao htic
yéu thuong c6 nhiéu hon thé nira.

“Ta phai gdp c6 ay! Ta phai di ngay dé gap
cO ta!” Peter tu nhu va ngay trong gidy phut
do, anh ta wdéc gi minh tré thanh mot ké to cao
vam v& banh trai nhat trén c6i doi nay.
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“Oi,khong 16 toi nhin nhu thé nao day!”
anh ta lai nghi tham, "T6i khong biét minh
nhin xau dep ra sao. Vay thi t6i nén di tim mot
cai guwong chac sé biét ngay thoi ma.”

Khi Peter nghi ra viéc can phai lam anh ta sé
khong con chan cho gi nita. Anh ta ben phéng
nhanh dén gan bai dam lay, noi ma anh ta da
tim ra dau vét cua lao tho Gia Thumper. Hién
anh tho van di ca nhac vi vét thuong do tay ct
dém Hooty gay ra, nhung van cd gang hét stic
di that nhanh. Chang bao lau anh ta da dén
duoc khu dam 14y ay. O noi nay, gidhg nhu
anh tho da tién doan trudc; anh ta tim dwoc
mot chiéc guong soi. Ban nghi sao? Day chi la
mot viing nudc bé ti teo thoi. Pung day, no chi
la mot viing nudc tring yén tinh phan chiéu
bong cuia nhitng canh dwong xi moc quanh
day cung voi nhitng nhanh cay nhon chia ra
chung quanh né ma thoi. Thé'la Peter lién ngoi
xudng bén ving nudc nhin vao chiéc guong
ma anh ta vira kham pha ra duoc.

Anh tho nhin vao day that 1au, cudi cung
anh ta tho hit ra. “Oi, sao ta lai nhin chan dén
thé'nay!” anh thé budn rau than van.

bung day, cu dém Hooty va thé Gia
Thumper da gay ra cho anh tho ta day nguoi
nhitng throng tich. Manh da mau trang quanh
mong cua anh tho cting bi lem nhem va do ban
khi ng6i 0 trén dong dat bun 1ay. Cé nhiing vét
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cat vay dinh & bén hong ctia anh ta nita. Anh
tho gay gudc, xo xac va trong kho so dén thé'la
cung.

“C6 thé c6 bé tho Dudi Xoan chi thuong hai
minh thoi. Chic chin la c6 &y khong thé nao
ngudng mo minh dwgc.” Peter vira 1am bam
vira phui nhitng vét cat vun ra.

Peter ban ron ca may tiéng dong ho. Anh ta
hang hai tim rra va chai chuédt, cham chat bod
canh ctia minh. Cudi cting anh ta da cd gang
hét kha nang cé duoc, roi anh lai ngém nhin
mot 1an nita vao chiéc guong soi, va anh ta
trong thay mot cht tho khéc han luc ban dau,
sang sta banh ton hon rat nhiéu.

“Mac dau ta la moét ké cu lan, gay gudc,
khéng khiu, nhung it ra ta trong ciing sach sé,
gon gang ma.” Anh ta vira ndi vita phdng
minh quay vé phia bo dé quen thudc ciia minh.
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Chuwong 17

THO PETER GAP GO CO THO
PUOI XOAN

Dirng choi bo, dirng lo du,

Hay thir di, ddu thang ddu bai dirng lo chi
chuyén cwong cau.

Tho Peter

Tho Peter bat ddu cam thay phan chan vui
vé tro lai. Anh ta nhin clng banh trai hon
triede nhiéu roi. Khi Me Thién Nhién nhin thay
anh thd cd gang chdm chat ngoai hinh cta
minh, hét long mudn tré thanh gon gang, sach
s€, thi Me Thién Nhién da ra stc dé€ giup mot
ban tay khién nhiing vét thuong trén nguoi
cta Tho Peter dwoc mau chdng lanh lan tré lai
binh thwong nhu tredéc. Hon nita Peter da
dwoc an udng day du may ngay qua. ba lau
lam anh khong gip lai lao tho Gia Thumper,
nén anh ta dn ngon miéng, ngu dwogc an giac.
Anh ta thac méc khong hiéu chuyén gi da xay
dén voi lao tho Thumper. “Cé 1€ chuyén gi do
da xay dén véi han ta rdi.” Peter nghi. “Ta hy
vong cd chuyén gi d6 da that sy xay ra.” Roi
anh ta cam thay xdu ho véi y nghi d6, ben néi
tiép, “Mot chuyén gi d6 khong dén ndi xau
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lam da khién lao ban ron khong thé dusi giét
va xua ta di khoi Bong Co Hoang nay nita.”

Khoang thoi gian Peter cd gang tim cach
gdp go cd bé tho Pudi Xoan cho anh ta biét
minh da hét long yéu mén c6 Tho rdi, mac du
anh ta chi nhé duoc ddi méit dep diu dang sau
nhiing canh duong xi. Anh ta lan quan lay
hoay tho than ¢ quanh ddy rang tim kiém co
bé Tho nhung khong tim dwoc gi ngoai nhitng
ddu chan nho nhan xuat hién rat thuong
xuyén. C6 Thoé luon ludn tim céch tranh madt
mot cach dé dang bdi vi cd ranh ré moi ngd
ngach, hang goc cia Pong Co Hoang nay. Hon
nita, cO bé Thd ludn ban ron tim cach danh lac
huwdng nguoi cha ngang ngroc cua minh la lao
Thumper. C6 cam thay tdi cho anh tho Peter
nén da kiém cach gitr cho cha minh dung dén
gan Peter. Néu Peter biét duoc chuyén nay,
anh tho sé cang mé say co bé tho Dudi Xodn
nhiéu hon nita. Vi khé ¢6 co hoi gap gd cd bé
nén anh tho cang mudn gap cd ta nhiéu hon.
Anh tho da bd hét cong stec dé€ an dién, chai
chudt hang ngay dé€ c6 duoc moét bé ngoai
trong hap dan hon. Anh tho con wéc mudn rat
nhiéu 1an mong rang c6 co hoi dé& chiing minh
v6i c6 Tho rang anh ta 1a mot ké c6 tai, thong
minh 18i lac nhw thé nao.

Ngay qua ngay, Peter cam thdy hinh nhw
khong thé cé co may gap duoc c6 bé tho Dudi
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Xoan nita roi. Anh ta ngoi suy tw ca mot budi
sang, trai tim anh chang tho chiing han xudng,.
Khi anh ta dang ngdi ¢ trong mot bui gai ram
thi bat thinh Iinh c6 mot tiéng la hoang hot
vang lén tt phia sau mot bui cay nhé. Khong
biét tai sao Peter lai thdy tiéng ndi do6 rat w
than quen, du rang anh ta chua ting duoc
nghe giong ndi ay bao gio. Anh thd vot that
nhanh lai ngay bui cdy nhon kia va nhin thay
mot su viéc khién anh ta vo cung gian dt nén
khong con nghi dén an toan ctua ban than minh
ntta. Noi day, cd tho nho PBudi Xoan dang bi
mu Meo Den ctia gia dinh hg Brown vo0 14y roi.
Thé'la anh tho 1dy hét stec minh da thiét manh.
Mu meo khong kip nhin thay anh tho tién dén
cho nén hting phai cu da bat ngo khién mu ta
té nhao voO bui gai nhon gan day. Tat nhién la
ba ta da dé cho co6 bé tho vudt thoat. Co tho
dang hoang hot s hai nhiéu hon la bi lam dau.

Cho dén khi mu meo thoat khoi bui gai
nhon thi thé chang tho Peter va c6 bé tho Duoi
Xoan da binh an ngdi canh nhau gitta manh
dat c6 nhiing hang cay Tam Xuan ¢ méot goc
vang vé, khuat xa.

“Oi, anh qua that rat can dam.” ¢6 Tho thon
thitc thi tham

Cudi cung thi sw kién nay vo tinh da giup
tho chang Peter thoa man dwoc long mong
muon va da gdp mat c6 bé tho Dudi Xoan.
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Chuong 18

TOMMY TIT CHUNG MINH TINH
BAN CHAN CHINH

Khong cé i quy gid trén coi doi nay bang
tinh ban chan chinh.

Tho Peter

Sau khi tho Peter da ctu duoc cd bé thod
Puodi Xoan khoi nanh vudt ctia mu Meéo Den,
ké dang 1€ phai an phan bén trong can nha cta
gia dinh ho Brown thoéi, va mu Meo Pen khong
nén di san lung & Bong Co Hoang xa xdi nay,
va anh chang da dua c6 Tho vé gan dén tan
nha cd ay. C6 bé Tho da nhiéu 1an néi rang anh
khong can phai theo c6 sat nhu thé. Nhung
anh tho lai muén chic rﬁmg cO bé tho sé duoc
an toan trén duong vé nha. C6 Tho bat cuoi to
khi nghe anh ta néi thé, béi vi ¢ ta biét chac
minh da tu lo cho ban than dwoc réi. Co thod
nha ta da so y bat can nhat thoi dé cho mu Meo
Pen chdp dwoc, c6 noéi minh sé khong so sot
nhu thé nita dau. Mot chuyén cd bé Tho khong
ddm ndi ra minh bi mu meéo vo dwoc vi co
dang mai mé nhin lén anh thé mot cach say
dam nén quén viéc dé phong can than cho
chinh ban than minh.

>>> 189

Cudi cung c6 bé tho da dong y dé€ anh ta
dwa minh di mét chdng dwong. Thé nhung, khi
ho bat dau thoang nhin thay bui ciy TAm Xuan
noi cha c6 dang cwt ngy, c6 Tho voi bat Peter
quay tro v&. C6 bé Thé lo lang nguoi cha
ngang nguoc cua minh c6 thé lam hai chang
tho Peter va hon nita 1do c6 thé sé la mang c6
ta néu lao biét cd bé tho da két ban véi anh
chang thé nay.

D1 bi bt budc quay vé, nhung Peter van ctt
nai ni ¢d thé hira sé gap lai anh ta bu6i t61 hom
sau gan o bo dé noi anh dang tru an tai mot
goc khuat nhat cua Bong Co Hoang.

Ké tir day, Tho Peter bat dau song nhiing
ngay thang thanh than binh an. D6i khi c6 bé
tho Puoi Xoan hen ho véi anh va ¢ luc ¢6 tho
bén 1én then thung tron mat. Thé nhung anh tho
da tim da moi cach gip g6 cd tho mdi ngay. Vi
thé, trai tim anh tho bay gio luon tran ngap
nhitng niém vui, nhu mét bai ca tuyét voi:

“Bdu troi biéc xanh, ngan ld xanh lam,

Nhitng tia ndng vang wom hé chao,

Trai tim toi dang ron rd x0n xao,

Va cudc song that ding yéu, ruc ro, ngot ngao.”

bén mot ngay kia, 130 thé Gia Thumper
cudi cung phat hién ra chang tho Peter dang
lam ban véi ¢6 bé tho Pudi Xoan. Lao trd nén
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gian d&t vO0 cung. Lao nghién rang treo treo,
miéng nuot tng we con buc tire, d6 la cach loai
thé bidu hién con gian ctia minh. Lio thé rang
sé an khong ngon miéng néu khong dudi duoc
tho Peter ra khoi Dong Cé Hoang nay.

Oi, that 1a nhitng ngay khong may cho Tho
Peter roi. Dung thé, dung la nhitng ngay thang
vO cung xui xéo véi anh tho Peter. Khi lao tho
Gia Thumper phat hién ra c6 bé tho Duo6i Xoan
da doi gat 1do nhu thé nao d€ lao ct tuwong
rang tho Peter dang ¢ trong khu viee khac chir
khong phai la & bo dé. Té hon nita, khi lao tim
duwoc noi cu ngu cta thd Peter lao ludn rinh
rap quanh quan gan day va cd stc vo 1ay anh
thé mdi khi anh mudn chop mat, dit chi 1a nghi
ngoi vai phut ma thoéi. Lao ta con lam nhiing
chuyén t6i t€ hon thé nita. Khi 1o tho Gia nhin
thay con O dang bay luon kiém méi, 3o ta cd'y
dé cho con O dudi theo sat bén minh réi ldo
ben nhay chui vao mot bui gai d€ tron. Va roi
l3o sé chui ra va tiép tuc chay tiép, réi han dan
du sao cho con O ruot theo minh va hin sé
chay ngang qua bo dé dé ca hai déu nhin thay
anh chang tho Peter dang nam dai ra d6 tim
mot chit nghi ngoi thanh than. Thé 1a con O
bdng nhién quén bang di lao tho Gia Thumper
lao nhanh 1én bau troi cao d&€ nham 14y mot
géc d6 cé thé sa xudng vo 1ay tho Peter dé
dang. Trong khi d¢ thi lao tho Gia Thumper
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tron 6 mot géc quan sat, cwoi khuc khich vo
cung nham hiém doc ac.

Tinh hinh nay khién cho anh thé coi nhu
sap tiéu doi néu khong cé6 Tommy Tit dén giai
ctru kip thoi. Tommy da nhin thay con O va da
kip thoi canh bao anh tho Peter. Chinh vi thé
ma con O kia chi kip vd dwoc mot ndm dat sau
khi da bo cdng giwong nanh vudt ra trong luc
lao that nhanh xudng. Thé la lao thé Gia
Thumper cang cam thay tic dién lén hon. Lao
qua that vong vi that bai véi ké hoach “muon
dao giét ngwoi” gian manh hiém ddc ctia minh.
Oi, dung la nhitng ngay thang khing khiép
nhat ctia tho Peter va c¢d bé tho Pudi Xoan.
Ngay nao c6 Tho ciing phai lo sot vo 1én sg¢
rang anh Thé sé bi bat bat ctt ltic nao.
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Chuong 19
CHO SOI GIA TRA ON

Hay gieo midm nhan i,
Noi trdi tim moi ngueoi,
Démoc ré ddm choi,

Cay tinh thirong mudn noi.

Tho Peter

SO phéan cua tho Peter va c6 bé tho Pudi
Xoé&n cang ngay cang xau han di. Peter quyét
dinh quay tro vé chon ¢t 6 Loi Tam Xuan xua,
trén canh Dong Xanh. Thé' nhung anh ta khong
mudn bo ¢6 Tho ¢ lai mot minh. Trong khi ay
c6 Tho cling that su khong biét ¢d nén di theo
anh Tho hay khong. Boi vi ¢6 Thé khong mudn
roi xa qué huong ctia minh la Bong Cé Hoang
nay. Chinh vi thé'ma Peter da phai kho so ting
ngay tung gio lo tranh khoi lao thé Gia
Thumper, ké dang nhidm tudng rang minh la
chu cta khu vuc nay va da tuyén bd dudi cho
bang dugc anh Tho di ra khéi noi nay. Hién
tai, chung ta thdy anh tho c6 nguoi ban tot ¢
Doéng C6 Hoang nay la chit chim Tommy Tit.
Mot ngay kia chti chim bay tré vé canh Dong
Xanh noi moi nguodi dang xén xao thac mac
khong hiéu chuyén gi da xay ra voi anh tho
Peter, trong khi chinh anh Tho da am tham
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ling 1& ra di trong dém vang khong bao cho ai
biét minh di dau ca.

Ké dau tién héi tham Tommy nhin thay tho
Peter 0 dau khong chinh la cho séi Gia.
Tommy k& cho han nghe nhiing ngay thang
kho so cta Peter ra sao. Cho séi Gia nha nhan
lich su hoi rat nhiéu cau hoi vé Dong Co
Hoang va cdam on Tommy khi cha chim tung
canh bay qua ao Nu Cuoi d€ kiém Ong Noi
fch va chuot xa Jerry.

T61 hom d6, khi 6ng mat troi do tron vui
nhon da 1én giuong di nga dang sau phia khu
Do6i Tim, va bong tdi trai dai trén canh Pong
Xanh 130 séi Gia phong nhanh vé hudng Dong
Cé Hoang. Du lao chua tiing dén noi ay,
nhung sau khi do hoi can ké tit Tommy Tit, va
lai 1o vOn rat tinh ranh, chang bao lau ldo da
tim duoc thdy bui cdy Tam Xuén noi lao tho
Gia Thumper, ké da lam cho Peter khon kho
bao ngay, dang chiém doéng. Lao Tho hién
dang khong c¢6 & nha. Thé nhung chiéc mai
thinh ctia 130 séi Gia da danh hoi duwoc dau vét
ctua lao thé Gia Thumper nén lao so6i lan do
that nhanh khong phat ra bat cd mot tiéng
ddng nao. Chang bao lau, l3o ta tim dwoc dén
nhitng bui gai va 6 dudi bui cay la lao tho gia
dang cuoi khac khich. Thé nhung lao ta chot
ha hoc mOm phat ra mot tiéng thét kinh hon
khién cac ban thui nho trong Dong Cé Hoang
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nghe thay phai rung minh s¢ hai, nhat la néu ho
biét dugc chd séi Gia dd mo dén noi nay roi.

"Ha, ha, ha! Ho, ho, ho!

Hee, hee, hee! Ha, ho, hee, ho!”

Lao thé Gia Thumper chwa titng nghe duoc
nhing tiéng dong nao nhu thé ca. Mot am
thanh that la ky quai khién lao ta hoang hot
nhay vot ra khoi bui gai. Tat nhién day la di€u
ma lao séi Gia dang cho d¢i. Nhu mot tia
chép, hin ta ruot theo sit tho Gia va ho bit
dau mot cudc chay dua chua tiing xay ra o
boéng Co6 Hoang nay. Ho chay vong quanh,
vong quanh, xoay qua bén nay bén ng, chay
doc theo 16i mon nhitng con bo di qua, va
Thumper cung cho séi Gia ké rrot nguoi chay,
hoi ha cho dén luc ca hai déu mét nhoai khong
kip tho, khong thé chay thém dwgc budc nao
ntta. Khi 130 thé Gia hoang hot khong con du
ly tri thi may man thay chay dwoc vé téi nha
an toan trong bui Tam Xuan.

Khi d¢ lao sé6i Gia ceoi nga nghiéng mot 1lan
nita va phdng nhanh vuot qua khoi bite twong
d6 nat noi ma hdn ta danh hoi biét duoc tho
Peter dang tron trong do.

“Lam phudc gdp phudc, va ta day chuyén
an 0an phan minh rd rang 1am anh thé Peter a”
lao séi Gia noi. “Anh da giap ta ngay trudc khi
bao cho ta biét rang cdo Gia va cao Do da c6 ké&
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hoach 1am kho ta & canh Péng Xanh bang cach
xua ga chd san Bowser dén noi ta dang ngu
trura. Vay la chang ta khong ai no ai gi nita. Ta
tin rang ldo thd Gia Thumper sé khong dam
tho mi ra khoi lum cay Tam Xuén nay ca tuan
téi nay dau. Thoi, ta phai tré vé canh Dong
Xanh day. Chuc anh ngu ngon, tho Peter a.
Ditng quén rang ta da tra on anh xong xudi ca
roi dady nhé.”

“Chuc ngu ngon, cam on 0ng so6i Gia" Peter
ndi, va roi khi 130 so6i Gia di khuat anh ta méc
c6 do mdt néi mot minh, "Ta da khong chiu tin
twong khi lao néi rang ching ta cé thé cling
nhau lam ban.”
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Chuong 20
cO THO PUOI XOAN THI THAM:
“EM BANG LONG”

Tinh yéu dep nhat trén doi,

Khong co g1 tuyét voi hon,

Khi trdi tim von lén nhirng bai ca,

Khién trdi dat quay cuéng véi niém vui
swong hanh phiic.

Tho Peter

Tho Peter nhan ra anh ludn la mét ké von di
sanh ra da biét vui vé, hanh phtc rdi. Thé
nhung nhitng hanh phtuc tredc day khong
giong nhu niém hanh phiac ma anh ta dang c6
trong tinh yéu danh cho c6 bé tho Du6i Xodn
va cling dugc cd tho dap tra lai. Peter chac
chéan rang c6 Tho rat yéu mén minh du rang c6
khong hé noi thé bao gio. Nhung tinh yéu dau
can phai néi 1én bang 16i, nhat 1a khi Peter nhin
thdy d6i mat sang long lanh, diu dang ctia co
bé Tho. Peter qua hanh phutc khong mang t6i
nhitng khé khan ma lao thé Gia Thumper da
dem dén cho minh 6 Pong C6 Hoang. Anh tho
6 gang hét stc dé thuyét phuc ¢6 Tho di theo
anh ta tré vé chon cit noi Loi Tam Xuan xwa 6
canh Dong Xanh. Mdc ké anh chang nan ni
nhu thé nao, CO bé tho Pudi Xodn van mai
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phan van khéng mudn roi bé Bong Co Hoang,
noi c6 da ting 16n 1én va ludn sinh sdng & day.
Anh thé ciing ban khodn khong mudn tré vé
chon ¢t mot minh, bo lai ¢6 Théd & noi nay. Tho
Peter da qua yéu mén cd bé Tho va biét chac
minh sé khong hé cam thay hanh phuc néu
khong dwgc song gan bén co ay. Khi d6 lao tho
Gia Thumper sau khi da hang say san duoi
Peter mot cach rdo riét dén ndi quén an, quén
ngl; nhung ttr khi bi 1ao séi Gia hu doa thi lao
tron mai trong bui gai gia ram rap khong dam
tho mii ra ngoai nira.

Trong khi do, chinh ban than lao s6i Gia
cling khéng hé biét rang tiéng tru ctia han
khong nhiing da lam hoang hét thé Gia
Thumper ma con khién cho ¢6 tho nho Pudi
Xodn s hai khong it. Co ta chwa bao gio nghe
thay mot tiéng cho tru nao dang so nhuw thé ca.
C6 bé Tho khong nhan ra dwoc am thanh do la
tiéng dong gi va sudt dém 4y c6 Tho nép sat
minh vao trong noi tra an kin dao nhat, run
cam cap, rung minh nhiéu 1an trong con hoang
hot. Sang hom sau tho Peter tim thay c¢6 Tho &
day. Co tho khong hé chop mat duwoc mot H
nao ca, cd van con dang run rdy s¢ hai khong
ca dam di tim bita an sang.

“Oi, anh Peter thAn mén, dém qua anh c¢6
nghe thdy ¢6 mot am thanh rat khung khiép
khong? Co tho than tho.
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“Tiéng dong gi thé'em?” Peter ndi, gia vo nhw
anh ta khong hé biét dén chuyén gi xay ra dém qua.

“C6 mot tiéng tru that kinh di anh Peter a!”
C06 bé tho DBudi Xoan nttc nd, run ray khi nghi
dén chuyén dém qua.

“Khing khiép dén chiing nao co?” Peter hoi lai.

“Oi, em khong thé ta cho anh nghe duoc,”
6 tho noéi, “nd khong giong mot am thanh nao
ma em da titng dugc nghe qua. Hinh nhu d6 1a
tiéng ha ctia cit Bém va chim Dipp cong voi
tiéng tru &ng ang ctia chd s6i phat 1én clung
mot lac, tom lai day la mot tiéng tru nghe rat
khung khiép, kinh di!”

“Oi” Peter dap, “chic day la giong néi ctia
mot ngwoi ban ¢l cua anh, 1do s6i Gia day ma.
Lao ta dén day t6i dém qua dé€ dén dap an tinh
ngay truedc anh da giup lao day.”

Thé roi anh tho ké lai dau duodi tat ca cau
chuyén lao s6i Gia da dén canh Bong Xanh
nhu thé nao, va chuyén lao khon ngoan hon ca
cao Gia ra sao. Nhung Peter khong ké véi co bé
Tho vé chuyén anh ta da tung hoang hot hon
ca mot nam troi vi tiéng tru kinh ron dy. Nhat
la trong khoang thoi gian anh tho chua tin
rﬁmg lao soi Gia that sy mudn lam ban vdi
minh, va chinh vi ly do dé ma anh thé da nghi
dén viéc roi bo noi cu ngu ¢ Loi Tam Xuan xwa
va tim dén bong Co Hoang.
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“Thé hin ta cé thich loai tho ching ta
khong?” Co6 bé tho Pudi Xoan hoi.

Peter chac la 130 ta thich.

“Anh nghi rang lao 4y sé trd lai day san mdi
cht?” C6 bé lai hoi.

Peter khong biét chac vé diéu nay lam,
nhung anh chang thé nghi rang han c6 thé sé
quay lai.

“Oi” C6 bé thd Pudi Xoan rén ri. "Tir gio vé sau
em sé khong bao gio con cam thay an toan nita.”

Khi &y Peter ming qué ben ndi: "Xin nghe 10i
anh ndi, noi an toan nhat cho ching ta ¢ thé gian
nay chinh la chén cit Loi Tam Xuan xuwa qué anh.
Em c6 muo6n dén d6 cung véi anh khong?”

Co bé tho Pudi Xoan roi 1€, tho dai. Cudi
cung roi thi ¢6 cling nép sat minh vao anh tho
Peter, thi tham ndi, “Da cd, em muodn.”
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Chuwong 21

PETER VA CO BE THO bUOI
XOAN TU GIA DPONG CO HOANG

Viegt qua nguy hiém gian nan,

Hay quén va nén chang phan nan,

Hay than trong hwong vé phia triedc,

Dé dwoc an binh, hwong phiedc hom nay.

Thé Peter

Ngay sau khi c6 bé tho Pudi Xodn dong y di
theo anh tho Peter dé€ xay mot t6 &m ¢ Loi Tam
Xudn xua trong canh Dong Xanh, thi Peter rat
non néng dwoc roi khoi ngay lap titc. Anh tho
da gdp bao nhiéu tré ngai kho khan 6 Bong Co
Hoang nay nén Peter s¢ rang cho doi lau hon
nira thi biét dau c6 Tho sé doi y va néu that sy
cO ta muon vay thi Peter cling khong biét phai
tinh 1am sao cho ven toan theo y ca hai.

Xua nay Peter von sdn la ké vui vé hon
nhién, khong nghi dén ai ngoai ban than minh,
vay ma day la lan dau tién anh ta cam thay
minh c6 trach nhiém vdéi ké khac. Day la mot
nhiém vu nang né day. Thé nhung nhiém vu
nay la mot viéc ma mdi nguodi trong chiing ta,
mot ngay nao d6 ciing sé phai can lo hoc hoi.
Lao ga Johny da hoc cach lam 6 cho ga mai
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Polly trong khu vwon cta gia dinh nong dan
ho Brown. Anh ta da c8 gang giit bi mat vé
viéc lam dé dé€ Polly c6 duwgc mét hoan canh
sinh hoat that an toan. Day la viéc lam mang
tinh trach nhiém biét cham sdc, quan tam dén
nguoi khac, va lo dén viéc lién quan dén nguoi
khac nhiéu hon von khé hon chuyén quan tam
cho chinh ban than minh. Vi vay, tuy anh thé
s&n sang mao hiém va tham chi c6 thé bat dau
chuyén di tré vé Loi Tam Xuan xua ngay trong
budi ban ngay. Nhung anh Tho Peter lai cam
thay khong an tam chuyén cd bé tho Pudi
Xoan gap phai bat ct mot hiém hoa nao.

Thé'la Peter danh phai rang cho cho dén khi
troi vira chang vang toi, nhung lai khong qua
toi khuya, boi vi dém ay khong cé trang sang
soi nhitng 161 di, chi c6 nhitng ngoi sao nho bé,
14p 1lanh mot cach than thiét dé thuong. Du sao
thi dém ciing da dén. Sudt ca budi chiéu hom
ay, cd bé tho Pudi Xoan voi va di quanh Dong
Co Hoang dé€ tir gid ban be cta cd va ghé tham
nhitng con duong mon than quen, nhitng noi
tri an, ting goc hang; nhitng noi von ting
dem lai cho ¢6 cam giac luu luyén cho lan ra di
khong hen ngay trd lai, du rang anh tho Peter
da hita rang sé dua c6 tho trd lai tham Dong
Co Hoang bat ctt 1ac nao c¢6 mudn.

Cudi cung thi gian khoi hanh da dén. Peter
di treéc dan duong. Anh ta cdm thdy minh to
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16n, manh khoé va can dam la thuong, trong
khi c6 bé tho Pudi Xodn van nhut nhat, so hai,
nhay tirng budc theo sat sau lung anh tho. Co
bé tho c6 cam giac rang c6 dang di dén mot
Thé Gidi xa la, bao la rong 16n ma c6 chua biét
nhiéu gi vé né ca.

“Oi, Peter.” C6 thi thAm, “néu chung ta gip
phai cdo Do thi sao! Em sé chang biét phai tron
0 dau bay gio.”

“Chting ta sé khong dung phai cdo Bo dau
em a.” Peter dap, "nhung néu chung ta cé gdp,
thi em hay theo sat bén nguoi anh, em nhé.
Anh da nhiéu 1an danh Itra duoc cdo Do roi
nén anh khong so han ta dau.”

Chua bao gio trong doi, Peter cam thay
minh can phai can than e de dén thé. Boi anh
biét minh phai mang mét trach nhiém quan
trong vO cung. Peter can than ngdi nhin va
nghe ngong theo ting budc nhay. Thé' 1a co
Thé cling nép sat theo anh ma di. Trai tim
Peter nhu dang phong 16n thém lén, chtra
dung day nhitng cam xtc hanh phtuc bén
trong. Anh ta cam thdy minh quan trong va
hanh dién lam. Khi hai nguoi nghe dugc tiéhg
stia sac bén ctia cdo Do vang lai tir phia xa thi
Peter cam thay yén tam 1am béi vi anh tho biét
cao Do dang san mdi ¢ tan phia bén kia xa tit
cua canh Pong Xanh co.
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Khi mot vét toi mo do trai dai ngang quanh
bai co tredc mat ho, Peter ben lap tirc nhanh
chéng nam dai ra trén tham cd, khong dong
day va gitr that la yén lang, c6 tho nho Pudi
Xodn cling lam theo y nhu vay, nhu c6 da htra
v6i anh tho s€ luon sat canh bén nhau.

“Gi thé'anh?” ¢ Tho thi tham.

“Anh nghi day la ca dém Hooty”, Peter thi
thAm dap lai, "nhung han ta khong thé nao
nhin thay chung ta dau.” Mot thoi gian sau do6
rat lau, khi ho nghe thdy tiéng kéu kinh ron
ctia ci dém da lang dan vé phia Déng Co
Hoang thi Peter bat nhay thang dting 1én ngay.

“Mau lén,” anh tho néi. “Bay gio thi chung
ta khong can phai so han nita dau.”

Thé r6i Peter ¢t cham rai, cAn than dan
duong cung cd thd di dén canh PBong Xanh
dudi bau troi day nhitng ngdi sao dang nhay
mét tinh nghich dén chao ho, y nhu 6ng mat
troi vui nhon tron do dang thay quan do ngu ¢
phia sau canh Ddi tim lac ho di t6i Loi Tam
Xuan xua.

“Chung ta vé tdi nha roi!” Peter reo lén.

“Oi, vui mitng qua!” C6 tho nho Pudi Xoin
cling reo 1én, nhay tling budc ngan theo sét
vao 161 di riéng dén noi 6 cta Peter.
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Chuong 22
CHU CHIM GIE SAMMY TO MO

Ban hay hoc nhiéu thir tir ngueoi khic,
Nhuwng hay gite kin chuyén riéng tw cho
riéng minh.

Tho Peter

Tat nhién la chi Chim gié Sammy la ké dau
tién phat hién ra tho Peter da trd vé lai Loi
Tam Xuan xwa. Sammy du dinh sé bay lai
tham Peter mdi budi sang. Trong ltc c6 bé tho
Pudi Xodn chua cé da thoi gian d€ lam quen
vOi canh vat ctia Loi Tam Xuan xwa, can nha
moi cua c6 Tho, thi Peter da nhin thay chu
chim gié Sammy dang tién dén gan. Luc &y,
Peter that s¢ chwa muon ca thé gidi biét dén
viéc nha anh da cé mot chi Peter roi. Sau khi
chi thé bang long di theo anh thé sinh séng thi
bay gio ho da vé téi nha. Bay gio la ltc ho can
o thoi gian d€ huong thu hanh phtc caa riéng
ho v6i nhau ma thoi. Vi thé khi vira nhin thay
Sammy dang hudng vé phia nha minh ¢ Loi
Tam Xuén xwa, anh Tho Peter ben gidu co bé
tho Pudi Xoan ¢ ngay phia dudi bui cay Tam
Xuéan day va ram nhat, roi anh ta vdi vang
chay ngay ra manh dat c6 dam cé ba la & gan
day nhat.
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Khi Sammy nhin thdy anh ta ngay va to ra
rat v la ngac nhién.

“Chao anh Tho Peter! Ngon gié nao lai thoi
anh vé dén day thé?” chu ta hét to lén, dap
xuong mot nhanh cay bach duong ¢ gan bén
mép bo Loi Tam Xuan xua.

“O, t6i da di mot chuyén vong quanh thé
gioi day mdi la ddy.” anh tho noi.

“Anh noi gi thé,” Sammy cuoi khic khich
dap lai, “rd rang la anh chi c6 quanh quan ¢
Doéng Co Hoang thoi ma. Anh tho Peter oi, d€
t6i nhac cho anh biét nhé Déng Cé Hoang chi
la mot géc nho, rat nhd cua ca mot Thé Gidi
bao la la lung tuyét voi ngoai kia day.” Hon
ntta chu chim Tommy Tit da ké hét cho ching
toi nghe vé chuyén ctia anh rdi. Cha ta con ndi
anh da dem long yéu thwong c6 bé tho PBudi
Xoén va doan rang hai nguodi chac chan sé vé
day xay to am day ma. Chuyén gi da xay ra thé?
C6 phai cha cua c6 dy da lam kho va dudi anh di
khoi Bong Co Hoang, dung khong nao?”

“Khong phai, ong ta dau c6 lam thé!” Peter
dap lai gian dix, “Day khong phai la viéc khién
anh phai lo. T6i da vé nha, dung, t6i vé nha vi
toi muon lam nhu vay, thé thoi.”

Sammy khuc khich cuoi khoai tra khi da
tréu gheo va khién cho Peter ndi néng lén.
Sammy quy quai ranh ma ben tréu tiép: “Thé
anh vé tdi nha c6 mdét minh a?”
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Anh Tho Peter khong dam tra 1oi la “Dung
vay,” boi vi néi nhuw thé'la khong dang sy that,
bdi vi xua nay du co6 16 vO y sai pham diéu gj,
anh Tho Peter ludn rat thanh that, anh chang
khong thé doi tra duoc. Thé la anh ta ben gia
vo nhu khong nghe thdy cau hoi cia Sammy.

Sammy ciing chi hoi dai cho cé chuyén cha
cting khong quan tam suy nghi gi nhiéu. Thé
nhung cht chim lai rat lanh tri, khi chu ta dé€'y
thdy anh tho c 1an tranh cau héi va chuyén
cau chuyén sang dé tai khac d€ ma noi thi cha
chim tu nghi, "4, toi biét rdi, anh ta dau c6 vé
nha moét minh, t6i thic méc c6 phai cd bé tho
Pudi Xoan ciing theo vé vdi anh ta khong nhi?”

Thé'la Sammy beén bat ddu tho ddu vé phia
dwdi Loi Tam Xuan xwa va luwon quanh, roi lai
quay vong vong dé c6 thé nhin dwoc moi
huwdéng, moi noi, moi lac, nhanh nhu tdc do
chiéc ludi cua chu c6 thé uén quanh duoc vay.
Cht chim bay luon hai, ba vong bén trén Loi
Tam Xuan xua, gia vo nhu dang chop bat
nhitng con sau budm, nhung that ra la chu ta
dang cd gang nhin xudng nhitng chd an nap
quanh ddy. Lan sau cung thi cht chim that su
da tham do dwoc chi tho Peter r6i, c6 dy chinh
la cd bé tho Pudi Xodn ddy. Thé la chu chim
gié Sammy ben phdéng nhanh ra canh Pong
Xanh va hét 1én that 16n:

“Tho Peter cuedi vo roi! Tho Peter da cudi vo roil”
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Chuong 23
PETER GIOI THIEU CHI THO PETER

Nhitng diéu ban lam cho ké khic,
Chuea chic giong diéu ho lam cho ban,
Mién sao ban vui vé tw nguyén,

Va hay vi ké khdc ma trao ra, trao ra.

Tho Peter

Tho Peter nhan nho khi nghe thay chi chim
gié Sammy la hét am 1 trong ltic cha ta cat canh

bay ngang qua khu Ring Xanh va canh Dong

Xanh rang, “Peter da lap gia dinh!” ”Peter da
c6 vg kia!” Anh ta nhin thay Gi6é Thoang Vui,
la con cai ctia Gio Me Mién Tay xua, lao nhanh
dén L6i Tam Xuan xwa thiét mau khi nghe 10i
rao cua cha chim gié Sammy, va anh tho biét
rang ho chi la mdt trong nhiing nguoi khéch dau
tién sé bat dau cudc viehg thdm ma thdi. Anh thé

beén voi vang chay nhanh vé chd chi tho Peter dang

an nau phia dudi cac bui cay Tam Xuan.

“Em c6 nghe thdy cai tén ranh ma Sammy
ay gao thét am 11én khong chG?” Peter hoi.

Chi tho Peter gat dau. “Nhung anh cé nghi
rang day ciing la mot diéu tot, phai khong
anh?” co6 thoé then thung e 1€ hoi.
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Peter cwoi khuc khich. “Nghe rat la hay qua
day ch, em biét khong, anh khong bao gio
nghi rang cht chim gié Sammy cé thé néi ra
nhting 101 hay nhw thé day. Anh bay gio da
nghi khac, du rang kidu céch cht ta rao réu
khong hay ho gi may, nhung qua that la anh ta
dang di loan bao tin mitng day. Chung ta da
khong thé gitr dwoc bi mat thi viéc tot nhat la
nén moi moi nguwoi dén chung vui véi minh.
Sau khi ta lo cho xong viéc roi thi ching ta sé
cé thoi gian cho riéng minh. Pay kia Gid
Thoang Vui va anh tin rang nang sé rat vui vé
dwa tin dum cho doi ta.”

Chi Thé Peter dong y, tin tuwong, ngudng
mo tho Peter mét cach khong hé nghi ngo gi
ca. Thé la Gié thoang Vui nhanh chdng bay
khap muon phuong trén canh Déng Xanh va
khu Rtrng Xanh loan bao tin vui:

“Anh chi Tho Peter sé don tiép cac ban dén
mung ho tai nha riéng ¢ Loi Tam Xuan xua tir
budi truea cho dén chang vang toi nhé.”

“Ly do gi ma anh moi ho tré dén thé?” chi
tho Peter hoi.

“Boi vi anh nghi moi tré thi moi nguoi sé ¢6
co hoi dén dong hon,” Thoé Peter dap. “Nhing
al ngu ca ngay sé thirc day hét, va nhiing ai
nga sudt qua dém clng chua téi gio di ngu.
Hon nita, khi bong dém bat dau trai dai trén
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cac con duong thi cac ban thi nhé cé thé an
nup tranh nguy hiém khi di dén day.

“Anh that la ti mi than trong,” chi Tho Peter
hai long, vui vé dap.

Tat nhién 1a ngay vao ngay hom sau, khi
troi vira chang vang toi, tat ca moi nguoi, ke di
bo, ké rén rén, cd ké truon bo hodc bay lwon
trén khong, nhung tat ca déu hudng vé Loi
Tam Xuan xwa. Hau nhu ai ai cling quen biét
va yéu mén anh tho Peter. T4t nhién la moi
nguroi déu nao ntc nén nao dé€ dugc viéng
tham tho Peter. Ttr ao Nu cuoi thi c6 chon
Billy, rai ca Little Joe, chudt xa Jerry, rua
Spotty, va éng noi Ech. Tir khu Ring Xanh thi
co gau truc Bobby, c6 cht séc C6 Tui, nhim gai
Porky, soc xam Jack Vui, soc Po Ba Hoa, chuot
ring Chan Trang, qua Pen, chi chim gié
Sammy, chim O bu teo Ol'Mistah, chim Nhai
Mistah, va chang cdc leo cay Chan Nhot. Tt
canh DPong Xanh thi ¢6 chudt dong Danny, cdc
Gia, chon ly Digger, chon héi Jimmy, va soc
Van, ké dang sinh hoat & gan btc twong 10
gitta mé bo canh Bong Xanh va khu Rung Xanh.
Vo chong ga Johny va Polly dén tix veeon Trai Cay
xuta va chim g6 kién Drummer cling vay.

Tat nhién la ché séi Gia cling dén chia vui,
va khi han ta dén noi thi nhim gai Porky, chén
ly Digger va chon hoi Jimmy ben nhuong
duong mot cach 18 phép. Lao cao Gia, cao Do
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va cu dém Hooty khong dén du nhung ho
cling nup 6 mot noi c6 thé nhin thady moi viéc
va vui chung. Anh tho Peter da nhiéu lan danh
Itra ho, thé' cho nén ho khong cam thdy than
thién vdi anh ta. Anh thoé Peter kiéu hanh ding
canh chi tho Peter duwdi bui cdy Tam Xuan va
gidi thiéu c6 dau vdi tat ca ban be. Chi tho
Peter e 1¢ thuy mi, ngot ngao va nha nhan ngoi
ké&'sat bén anh chong mai tho Peter. Moi nguoi
déu cong nhan rang “Cd &y qua la tuyét voi,”
va khi cao D6 nghe duoc 16i khen &y, han ta
curdi toe toét va noi rang:

“Doi véi t6i thi chac cd tho Ay ciing khong
c6 gi goi la tuyét voi lam dau. Tai hy vong t6i
s€ tim ra nét tuyét voi ctuia c6 ay."

Han ta mu6n 4m chi diéu gi thé?
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Chwong 24

CHUOT PONG DANNY
CANH GIAC THO PETER

Loi khuyén chan thanh luén ludn can thiét,
Ddu ring, thuomg thi it ai chju dé'y quan tdm dén.

Tho Peter

Chu¢t dong Danny cho cho dén khi tat ca
ban bé ctia Tho Peter roi khoi Loi Tam Xuan
xuwa sau khi da hoan tat cudc tham viéng vo
chdng thoé Peter, anh ta phai cho vi hai ly do.

Ly do th nhat, anh ta nhin thay cdo Gia va
cdo Do dang rinh rap quanh diy, du rang ho
c6 bién di mét luc, nhung chudt dong Danny
cting khong 1o ho c6 di xa that khong, hay la
dang nup lai 6 dau cho co hoi dé€ chop lay
minh trén duong di vé chang. Tat nhién la
chudt dong Danny khong bao gio dé€ chut so
hd nao dé€ ho co thé toai nguyén. Anh ta quyét
dinh sé xin cht tho Peter d€ duoc ¢ lai qua
dém trong mot goc nho cua Loi Tam Xuadn xuwa.
Anh ta chac chan la tho Peter sé khong ngai,
boi vi chudt dong Danny la ban than cta tho
Peter, ban rat than ntra day.

Ly do tht hai chudét ddong Danny can phai
cho cling vi tinh ban nay day. Ban thay day,
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tho Peter da roi khoi canh Dong Xanh mot thoi
gian kha lau. Vi thé& anh biét chac la minh
khong con biét ro tat ca tinh hinh hién nay &
day, nén chudt ta mudn canh bao vdi Tho Peter
rang canh Pong Xanh da khong con 1a mot noi
binh an nita nhu lac lao s6i Gia méi dén day
sinh song. Chudt dong Danny dung cho, va
khi tat ca ban be da ra vé thi chudt dong ben
goi tho Peter sang mot bén noi ma chi tho Peter
khong thé nghe thdy ho duoc. Chudt dong
Danny nhén chéan thi tham vao trong tai cta
tho Peter.

“Anh c6 biét rang lao séi Gia la ké thit nguy
hiém nhat cua chung ta khong tho Peter? Anh
o biét diéu nay khong?”

Tho Peter ldc ddu. “Toi khong thé tin diéu
d6 dwoc anh chuot dong Danny a”, cha tho
dap. “Giong tru ctia han da khién anh kinh hai
nén anh nghi rang han ta rat v la xau xa. Thé
nhung, 130 séi Gia bay gio la ban cta t6i day.”

Thé r6i cha tho k€ cho chudt dong Danny
nghe vé cau chuyén cho soi Gia da dén tra on
minh ¢ Dong C6 Hoang nhu thé nao, va vé
chuyén ngay xwa thoé Peter cling da tirng gitp
d& han ta ra sao.

Chu¢t dong Danny to6 vé nghi ngo khong
tin gi cho 1dm. “Thé& han ta con ndi gi nita
khong nao?” chudt dong hai lai.
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“Han khong néi gi thém nita, chi 1a viéc
ching t6i tit nay khong ai con ng ai nita thoi.”
Tho Peter dap lai.

“Ha! Thay chua!” chudt dong Danny tra 1oi.

Kiéu cach chudt dong Danny tra 1oi khién
cho Tho Peter quay lai nhin Danny mot cai
nhin that sc bén.

“Ha!” Chudt dong Danny lai noéi tiép. “Néu
hai ngwoi da khong con no nhau nita, anh
khong con thiéu ng han, va han cling khong
con no gi anh. Vay thi anh hay can than nhé
tho Peter! Hay can than day! Téi phai tron cho
that ky ¢ Loi Tam Xudn xwa nay voi co thod
Peter néu t6i 1a anh ban day. Phai nhu thé thoi.
Anh van biét rd 130 cdo Gia rat ranh ma, thé
nhung lao séi Gia thi lai cang tinh ranh quy
quai hon nhiéu. Pting day, han ta ranh manh
lam! Va chiing ta cang can phai khon ra nhiéu
hon d& tranh khéi méng vudt ctia han. Coi
chting day nhé, tho Peter, néu anh va lao soi
Gia da khong con ng nan gi nhau ntra. Bay gio,
néu anh khong ngai thi téi c6 thé cudén minh
vao noi an nau cua minh dé€ cho qua dém nay.
Toi that sy khong mudn ra vé gitra man dém
khuya khoat nhw thé nay dau.”

Tat nhién 1a Tho Peter bao rang chudt dong
Danny ct tg nhién ma ¢ lai qua dém ¢ Loi
Tam Xuan xuwa, va cam on chuft dong Danny
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da canh bdao minh r6i chia tay di ngu. Thé
nhung tho Peter khong bao gio mang tam
trang nang né lo au phién ndo lau trong long.
Cho téi luc anh tho Peter quay tro vé voi chi
tho Peter thi anh tho da c6 khuynh huéng ché bai
su kinh hai nhtit nhét ctia chu¢t dong Danny.

“Anh chu¢t dong Danny vui tanh ay da néi
gl thé?” chi tho Peter hoi.

Anh tho Peter ké cho chi tho nghe va noéi
thém, “Nhung anh khong tin rang chtng ta
phai dé phong lao séi Gia nita. Han ta da la
ban cua anh roi.”

“Nhung em khong rd hén ta d6i véi em nhuw
thé' nao!” chi Tho Peter dap lai, va diéu do6 khién
cho anh thé Peter nhin vo mot cach lo au.

“Em nghi chudt dong Danny néi clng
dung,” cd tho Peter lai noi tiép, “Oi, anh Peter
a, chung ta can phai can than dé phong phai
khong anh?”

Anh tho Peter htta vdi vo anh sé can
than dé phong.
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Chuong 25
SU VO TAM VO Y CUA
ANH THO PETER

Vo tam da té, lai them vao v0 v,
Thi hiu qua lai cang thém nang ky.
Ban hay chu y dwng v6 tdm v0 v,
Phai luén nhiét tinh, ti mi.

Thé Peter

Tho Peter khong that sy cd long so sot.
Khong, that ra thi, 6i, cua dang tdi la anh tho
Peter da say mé yéu thuong chi tho Peter
nhiéu qua ro6i. Vi thé cho nén anh ta bo hét tam
te d€ cho chi thd Peter khong cd viéc gi con
phai lo lang nita. Nhung chinh vi thé ma anh
tho Peter trd thanh vo tam, vO y ti. Anh ta van
thuong hay vo y t& nhu thé day. Day 1la mot
diém xau nhat cta loai thd, ban ¢6 thé bo qua
khong tinh toan, thé nhung khi ap dung vao
doi song thuc t& thi su viée sé khong dé dang
nhu thé dau, ban a.

Cau chuyén ctia anh tho Peter cling vay
day. Anh ta da vo y mot thoi gian kha dai dén
ndi anh ta khdng con nhan ra anh ta tré thanh
vO tam vo y tit khi nao nixa.
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Khi anh ta khong cé ai dé€ quan tam, va
cling chang c6 ai trén cdi doi nay quan tam t6i
anh ta, thi s vO tam vO0 y ctia anh ta cling
chéng c6 hai gi cho cam. Néu chuyén xau xay
dén véi anh thi chéang ai ngoai anh hiing chiu
dung dau khd hay thiét hai. Nhung bay gio
hoan canh da khac xua ro6i. Ban thay day, bay
gio cudc song cua anh tho con ¢d sy hién dién
cta chi tho Peter.

Khoang thoi gian dau, anh Tho Peter rat hai
long d€ cung c6 v tré sinh song ¢ Loi Tam
Xuan xua. Anh thé da chi dan cho vo lam quen
v6i nhitng con duwong mon quanh ddy va ho
da du dinh sé dao thém vai 16i di riéng nhu thé’
ntta. Anh ta da chi cho chi tho Peter biét nhitng
noi tra &n bi mat ctia minh, va con duwong ngan
gon nhat dén nhing bui co6 ba la gan ddy. Anh
tho Peter chi rd vé con duong nhé hiu quanh
dan t6i bén bo khu Ring Xanh va kéo sang téi
canh Bong Xanh. Anh ta con chi vo biét thém
dau la con duong van véo dan xudng vung doi
nui. Chi tho Peter rat han hoan dén chao moi
thit, va chi chwa mot lan than phién rﬁmg chi
nhé nha 6 BPong Cé Hoang chut nao ca.

Chang bao 1au sau thi anh tho Peter bat dau
cam thay kho chiu. Ban thdy day, nhitng ngay
truede khi 130 séi Gia dén canh Dong Xanh sinh
hoat anh thé Peter c6 thé chay nhay tu do khap
moi noi nhu y thich. Tat nhién la anh ta phai
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dé phong cdo Gia va cao Do thoi. Nhung anh
ta da luon luoén de phong ho tix khi con bé, vi
thé cho nén anh tho khong hé so bon ho ma chi
n€ nang tri thong minh ctia ho ma thoi. Anh
tho Peter ciing thong minh 1am day nhung c6
thé la ho thong minh hon anh ta nita kia. Du
sao thi ho van chua bao gio chop duoc anh tho,
va anh ta tin chac chén 1a ho sé khong bao gio
lam dwoc diéu doé. Vi vy, anh tho tha ho chay
nhdy lung tung, ché mii vao chuyén thién ha
va bat dau tré thanh ké dwa chuyén, ngoi 1é
d6i mach véi moi nguoi.

Tat nhién la anh tho Peter rat tu nhién muon
moi tat ca moi ngudi ban cii di choi khap khu
khu Rung Xanh, vuon Trai Cay xwa, sudi
Tiéng Cwoi va ao Nu Cuwoi. Co thé 1a chi tho
Peter sé khong lo lang gi cho may néu khong
nghe dwoc 10i canh cdo cua chudt dong Danny
vé& moi de doa 130 s6i Gia, khi hin ta ¢6 ltc con
nguy hiém hon ca dong ho chim ung va dong
ho cho sdi cong lai nita vi lao ranh manh va
khon ngoan hon ho nhiéu. Luc dau anh tho
Peter con nghiém tac nghe 10i canh cdo.
Nhung khi chu¢t dong Danny da tir gia roi
khoi va di v€ nha, thi anh tho Peter lai bat dau
ceoi nhao chudt dong Danny sao qua nhut
nhat. Thé'1a anh tho bat dau di xa dan nhiing
noi an toan ¢ L6i Tam Xuan xua.

Mot ngay kia, anh ta di tham quan thiét xa
gan téi ntta khoang duong di téi con duong
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van veo. Anh ta muén c8 gang hét sitc minh dé
dem dén su ngac nhién cho chi tho Peter nho
nhan dang yéu, nén anh tho Peter da quén mat
chuyén phai dé phong can than va xém chut 1a
da gdp phai lao sdi Gia trudc khi lao ta nhin
thay anh.

Trong lao c6 vé doi khat 1dm, 4nh mét cua
lao soi Gia trong that la them thuong, khat
méu khi han ta nhe réng ra doa va néi “Chao
budi sang!” Roi thi anh tho Peter da khong dung
lai to vé lich sw. Anh ta nhé rang nha ctia chon hoi
Jimmy ciing ¢ gan day thoi, thé'la anh ta chay qua
mit 130 séi Gia chay thang t6i d6 trude.

“T6i ¢t ngd rang anh da néi chiing ta la ban
voi nhau ma,” anh Tho Peter thd hon hén khi
anh ta nghe thay tiéng lao s6i Gia danh hoi
khot khet ngoai ngudng ctra.

“Pung vay, thé nhung ddy la lac trude khi
t6i tra on cho anh kia. Bay gio thi t6i chang con
no gi anh nita. Chung ta khéng con no nan gi
véi nhau ca. Vay thi ai manh thi nguoi ay
song, thé thoi. Nhung anh ding quén toi
khong bao gio vo on dau nhé, anh thoé Peter.”
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Chuong 26

THO PETER LANG NGHE
CHI THO PETER

Giir an toan ban thin la diéu tat yéu dé
dwrgc song ldu.

Tho Peter

Thoé Peter rat ming rd khi duoc trd vé an
toan trong can nha nhoé ¢ Loi Tam Xuan xua
sau khi suyt roi vao méng vudt cua 3o sé6i Gia
nho anh chay vot thiét nhanh vao can nha ¢
gan ntrta duong di xudng do6i cta chon hoi
Jimmy. Chi tho Peter cling vo cung vui vé khi
thay chong trd vé bén minh mét cach binh an.
Chi tho da nhin thay rat ro anh tho Peter da vo
y vO ti xém va vao nguoi cho séi Gia. Luc ay,
trai tim chi tho Peter nhu mu6n ngung dap cho
dén khi anh tho chay t6i vao trong can nha cta
chon hoi Jimmy an toan lanh nan. Réi thi chi
tho nhin thay lao s6i Gia nup lai ¢ trong dam
co gan day va chi ta rat run, lo s¢ anh tho Peter
lai vO y v6 tt chay ra vi nghi rang ldo séi Gia
da bo di 1au 1am réi.

That 1a t6i nghiép chi tho Peter ghé! Chi tho
qué lo lang dén ndi chi Ay khong dé ngoi yén
mot chd dwoc. Chi ta cdm thay minh phai lam
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mot viéc gi d6 d€ canh bao anh chong tho
Peter. Chi tho chay vut ra khoi Léi Tam Xuan
xua khodng ntta duong ¢ gitta noi cho soi Gia
dang nup lai. Han ta dang ban ron rinh rap
canh cta 0 noi tho Peter dang tron lai va
khong dé€ y gi dén chi ta ca. Chi tho Peter da
tim ra duoc mot ddm cé that cao ¢ phia sau,
noi ma chi ta cé thé ngdi thing 6 day nhung
van khong bi ai nhin thdy duoc. Thé'la chj tho
ngoi ddy khong dong day lau that lau, rat la
lau, khong hé roi mat khoi ché séi Gia va canh
cta 0 can nha cit ay. Lan 1an thi chi tho thay
anh tho Peter tho mii ra d€ nhin xem duong
vé da an toan chua. Lao séi Gia da nhin thay
anh thé va bat dau nhe rang nha doa. Nhiing
cai rang that la nguy hiém them khat, khién
cho chi tho Peter cam thdy vo cung ttic gian.

Chi tho doi thém chirng mét phut nita dé€ chic
chan 13 tho Peter & mt noi ma anh ta ¢6 thé nhin
thdy minh, r6i thi chi thd giam chan that manh
xuong mat dat, vi day la phuwong thitc ma loai tho
thuong lam d€ goi tin hiéu cho nhau. Tho Peter
nghe duoc ngay va giam chan tra 16i rang anh ta
sé gitt nguyén vi tri ciia minh, di1 rang anh tho
Peter trong long tu nht1 rang ¢6 vo tho ctia minh
quéd hot hoang va nhut nhat, trong khi anh tho
Pete nghi chac chan lao s6i Gia da bo cudc va di
xa lau 1am r6i.

Tat nhién lao s6i Gia da nghe rd nhiing
tiéng giam chan ay, 1do biét rat rdo ho dang goi
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tin hiéu, ra dau cho nhau. Lao hiéu lao sé
khong bao gio, khong thé c6 co hoi chdp duoc
anh tho Peter duwoc néu chi tho Peter dang
canh & ngoai va sé canh gidc anh chong Peter.
Thé'1a 140 ta chay ra khoi chd rinh rap cta lao
gam gt va nhay x0 vé hudng chi tho Peter dé
hu doa chi ta. Lao cuwdi to nhin theo chi tho
hoang hon nin tho chay mat, lao minh vao
trong nhiing bui gai & Loi Tam Xuan xua, roi
lon ton chay nhanh vé huéng c6 khu viec ma
anh thé thich ndm ngt trua nhat.

Ngay sau khi anh thé Peter biét chac an la
duwong vé nha da duoc an toan thi anh ta ben
phong nhanh vé nha. Chi tho Peter da can
nhén anh thd Peter sao c6 thé vd y lo 1a, thiéu
suy nghi nhu thé duoc. Anh tho Peter khong
biét phai néi gi hon. Anh ta ngdi im lau that
lau suy nghi va suy nghi mai, thinh thoang anh
ta gai dau boi rdi to vé khé hiéu, nhite dau 1am.
Chi tho da nhin thdy diéu ay.

“Anh sao thé, anh Peter?” chi tho cudi cung
cting hoi chong.

“Anh dang suy nghi va nghiém ra rang hom
no lao séi Gia cé y noi la hén ta 12 ban cta anh, va
han da chiing minh diéu d6 bang cach tra on roi.
Thé nhung véi ly do gi ma han van con ruot bat
anh moi 1an han gip anh vay. Anh khéng thé nao
hiéu ndi.” Anh tho Peter lac dau néi.
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“Qi, sao anh lai ngay tho dén thé ch!” Chi
tho Peter dap lai. “Bay gio anh hay nghe em
noi nhé. Anh da gitp do6 lao séi Gia va lao da
giup do lai anh roi. Vay thi hai nguoi da vay
tra song phang, khong ai ng nan gi ai nita. Anh
c6 hiéu diéu d6 khong?”

Tho Peter gat dau.

“Bay gio thi anh da tro lai vi tri luc ban dau
roi, va 1o s6i Gia dau can phai né nang anh
nita cht. Sau khi suy nghi ky, em cting khong
tin la 130 ta can phai t6t véi anh. Em muon
nhic véi anh, anh Peter a, viéc anh cin phai
lam la lam on cho 4o séi Gia r6i thi lao ltc nao
cting phai mang on anh. Khi &y, 1ldo sé luon
ludn than thién nhe mot nguoi ban ddi véi anh
day ma.”

Chj tho vtra da&t 161, anh tho Peter nhun
nhdy chan reo 1én: “Pung la chuyén ay roi, that
la mot phuong cham vang son, anh tin chac
rang phuong thtrc nay sé c6 hiéu qua tot day.”

“Tat nhién la k& sach cta em rat la tuyét
diéu ma.” Chi thé dap lai.
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Chuong 27

CHIM NHAI MISTAH TREU GHEO
CHI THO PETER

Co ding gi didu dé nhé hoai,
Khi minh tréu gheo ai dén tro thanh néi dai.

Tho Peter

Chim nhai Mistah da dén canh Dong Xanh
rat tré tt & mot noi rat xa cta mién Nam. Su
that thi, chi chim gan nhu da quyét dinh la sé
khong di dén noi nay. Ban thdy ddy, chu ta
thich nhat 1a mién Nam nang dm, nhitng ai &
noi ay cing rat thuwong mén cha chim nhai
Mistah. Néu khong vi 6ng cht chon Tui Billy
va chim O bu teo OI'Mistah thi chd chim nhai
sé khong bao gio, chang bao gio nghi téi sé
phai roi bd noi dy, du chi la mot chdc lat ma
thoi. Ong chti chon Tdi Billy va chim O bu teo
Ol'Mistah déu la ban rat than ctia chu chim
nhai Mistah, thé cho nén cht chim nhai tin
rang cht can phai dén noi nay dé ma viéng
tham ho.

Bay gio chu chim nhai Mistah da di dén
canh Pong Xanh vira ngay sau khi tho Peter
mang theo chi tho Peter tit DPong Cé Hoang vé
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song voi minh ¢ Loi Tam Xuédn xwa. Cht chim
nhai Mistah biét rang chi tho khong biét gi vé
minh ca, boi vi chi chim chua bao gio dén
tham Dong Co Hoang, qué huong cta chi tho
Peter bao gio. Nhung chu chim nhai Mistah
biét tat ca nhitng loai chim dang song ¢ day boi vi
cht1 da gép ho 6 viing ndng &m niém Nam, noi ho
luén dén sinh sdng khi mua dong téi.

“T6i tin rang toi s& dén ra mat chao chi tho
Peter,” mot ngay kia cht chim nhai Mistah tu
nhti, nhay mat véi chim O bu teo OI'Mistah.
Chim O bu teo O'Mistah cudi khanh khach va
nheo nheo mat dap lai.

“T6i mong rang cht nén gilt y va cu xtr 18
phép ddy, va cing dirng quén chu chinh la mét
thanh vién ctia nhiing gia toc lau doi nhat &
mién Nam day nhé.”

Chu chim nhai Mistah ra vé nghiém nghi
htta rang cht sé& cu xtt dting muc, nhung trong
ddi mat cht chim lai nhap nhdy su tinh ranh
nghich ngom ngay khi chd chim nhai Mistah
bay vé hudng L6i Tam Xuan xuwa. Dén noi, cha
an minh 6 trong mot mé day leo ram rap. Hién
tai thi anh tho Peter da di ra ngoai ¢ manh dat
c6 dam co ba 14, con chi tho Peter dang ¢ nha
mdt minh. Thé'1a chi thé Peter bong chot nhé
nha, va day la 1an dau tién chi ta cam thay c6
mdt chit, chi mét chit thoi, ndi nhd nha khén
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nguoi. Ngay lac d6 chi tho bong nghe thay mot
giong hot quen thudc. Chi tho Peter ben vénh
tai 1én mim cwoi vui vé.

“Pay la giong hét caa Cha chim Tommy Tit
va c0 1€ vo chu ta cling di cuing boi vi t6i nghe
ro0 chu ta goi “Phoebe! Phoebe!”. That la quy
hoa v6 cung khi ho dén day viéng tham minh
som thé.”

Chti chim nhai Mistah ¢& gang gitt cho ra vé
nghiém trang bdi chu da 16 hita s€ khong pha
phach. Roi chi tho lai nghe mot tiéng chim hot
khac, mot giong hét tram am, thanh thot ngan
nga ma chi ta rat yéu thich. Day la giong noi
ctia con chim Veery. “Oi!” chi tho reo 1én. Xong
16i chi thd bén nin thd dé€ ¢8 gang nghe khong
so6t mot 101 nao cua bai hat. Khi bai hat cham
dit thi chi tho lai nghe giong hét ctia chim mat
dd Vireo. Chi tho Peter han hoan vo tay vui
mirng. “Chac day la mot budi tiéc bat ngo cac
ban, cac vi lang giéng ci cua Bong Co Hoang
dem dén cho minh day!” chi tho reo lén. “Ho
that la tot bung da vuot di mot chang duong
rat xa d€ dén day, minh that la vui mung qua
khi gap lai dwoc ho.”

Thé'1a chi tho nho nhin ben chay that nhanh
dén bui day leo ram rap r6i boi, noi da phat ra
nhiing tiéng chim hét than quen kia, rdi néng
long muon tho dau vao tim nhitng nguoi ban
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cti cua minh. Thé nhung chi tho lai nhin thay
mot cha chim la véi bd 16ng mau nhiéu mau
nhat nhat. Cht chim t6 vé lich thiép va bao voi
chi rf?mg chu ta la ban ctia anh tho Peter.

“Néu cht 1a ban ctia anh tho Peter thi cha
cling la ban ctia t6i.” C6 tho nho vui vé dap 10i.
“Chui ¢6 nhin thay ai khac 6 trong bui day reo
r6i boi ram rap nay khong? Toi chac chan la
mot vai nguoi ban ctia toi da dén day roi
nhung t6i lai tim khong ra ho.”

“T6i khong thay,” cha chim la, chinh la chu
chim nhai Mistah tra 10i. “Toi dau c6 thady ai ¢
day dau va toi nghi noi nay khong c6 ai ngoai
toi ra ca.”

“Oi, toi nghi la cd that ma!” chi thé xinh x&n
kéu lén. “Toi da nghe thay nhing giong chim
hét va toi khong thé nham 1an dwoc, nhat la
giong hat thanh thot cua chim Veery. Téi mong
sao minh c6 thé tim thay duoc ho ngay.”

Cha chim nhai Mistah cam thdy trong long
tee xau ho khi nhin thay chi tho dang yéu that
vong nhu thé nao. Cht chim nhe nhang bat
dau giong hot thanh thoét cta con chim Veery.
Chj tho Peter nhin 1én that nhanh va reo 1én,
“Kia 16i!” nhung chi bdng khung lai hd hoc
miéng kinh ngac, sttng so. Chi thd bong nhién
nhan ra rang day chinh la giong hét ctia chu
chim nhai Mistah.
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“T6i thanh that xin 16i nhé,” cht chim &i
ngai lap bap ndi, “tdi chi mudn duia mot chat
thoi chir khong nghi la t6i sé 1am cho chi buon
dén thé. Xin chi tha 16i cho ti nhé.”

“Duoc ma, néu chu chiu dén day thuwong
xuyén vao luc chang vang t6i d€ hot cho toi
nghe.” Thé la chui chim nhai Mistah htta voi
chi tho 1a chu sé dén.
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Chuong 28
TIN VUI O LOI TAM XUAN XUA

Hay str dung doi mdt quan sdt diéu hay.
Dé'nghe Iy tri sai bdo moi ngay.

Dirng nhin vao nhitng chuyén khong may,
Drrng 6 khong thoc mach chuyén no chuyén nay.

Tho Peter

Chim hong tudc Jenny la mét ké ban rdn,
mot ké vo cung ban ron. Néu ¢ chuyén gi xay
ra trong xom ma cd ta khong hé biét dén,
nguyén nhan chinh boi vi c6 nang khong them
dé€'y dén nhing chuyén ay. C6 chim hong twdc
Jenny dang nguoi nho nhan va nhanh nhen
hoat bat. Thé' nén chung ta khoé theo doi ¢d ay
duoc 1o rang, c6 nang c6 thé bat thinh linh vot
ra tit nhitng noi khong ai ngo téi, ¢ trong bat
ct lac nao. Khi dy, trude khi ban kip cat tiéng
nodi, c6 nang da bay di mat tam mat dang roi.

O trong vwon Trai Cay Xua hodc & canh
Poéng Xanh chang ai c6 mot chiéc ludi ban ron,
lién thoang nhu chiéc ludi cta chim héng twdc
Jenny. Mot chiéc lusi ddi khi that sic bén,
nhung d6i lac rat diu dang nha nhdn theo y ¢6
ay muodn. Ban biét khong co6 ta 1a mot ké rat
nhiéu chuyén, dang thé, chim hong twdc Jenny
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la mot ké thich ngoi 1€ d6i mach. Thé nhung,
néu ban khéo léo va khi ban can c6 ay gitt bi
mat gium ban, ¢6 ta sé lam duwgc diéu &y.
Khong c6 ai c6 thé gitt duoc bi mat gidi bang
chim hong tudc Jenny.

Chuyén xay ra nhu thé nao khong ai biét ca,
thé' nhung khi anh tho Peter trd vé nha ¢ Loi
Tam Xuan xwa mang theo c6 vg méi la chi tho
Peter, thi chim hong twdc Jenny lai khong hé
biét gi vé chuyén nay. C9 1€ lic d6 can nha vira
hoan tat ctia chim hong twdc Jenny dang ¢ mot
noi khuat xa khong ai tim thay duoc nén nguoi
dua tin khong thé tim ra dwoc noi nhan tin
moi cua tho Peter dén tan tai c6 duwoc. Hon
nita, khi 4y chim hong twdc Jenny van dang rat
ban ron véi chuyén gia dinh riéng nén c6 a
khong c6 thoi gian nghi dén chuyén cta ai
khac nira. Vi vdy, anh thé Peter da tro vé nha
mot thoi gian chim hong twdc Jenny moi biét
tin. Co Ay rat gian doi nghi rang minh la ké
cudi cung biét duoc nguon tin ay. Thé nhung
cO ta tie an i do minh qua chu tam dén viéc
lam tron bon phan cua minh, va bay gio thi cac
con cua cO da du 16n d€ cé thé tu lo cho ban
than rdi, va c6 dy co thé vui vé bu lai nhitng
ngay da qua. Thé la cd ta bay lién ngay vé
hudéng Loi Tam Xuan xua. CO6 & mudn nghe
Peter ké vé cudc tham hiém ctia anh ¢ Bong Co
Hoang va muoén gdp chi tho Peter. Giong bao
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nhiéu ké ngdi 1é d6i mach khac, chim hong
twdc Jenny mudn biét hét tat ca moi chuyén vé
cudc tinh ctia anh chi tho Peter. C6 4 nghi minh
nén lén rinh xem moi viéc thi sé biét duoc ro
rang hon thay vi héi thang anh thé. Vi thé khi
chim hong tudc Jenny vira t6i Loi Tam Xuadn
xwa thi cd ta bat dau im hoi lang tiéhg, khong
gay ra mot tiéhg dong nao hét. Chang bao lau
cO & da tim ra anh tho Peter. Anh dang ngoi o
trong moét bui gai ma minh thich nhat, mim
cuoi hanh phtic mét minh. Anh ta cweoi va cweoi
mai dénh ndi chim héng tudc Jenny phai can
rang chat lai d€ khoi phai 1én tiéng hoi ly do vi
sao anh ta croi vui nhu vay.

“Anh ta nhin c6 vé khodi chi cwoi hét stec vi
mot viéc gi do, nhung néu tdi ¢ hoi thi chua
chac gi anh ta sé néi cho tdi nghe.” Chim héng
twde Jenny nghi tham. “T6i nghi t6i nén tham
do thém mot chit nita xem sao. Tdi thic méc
khong biét chi tho Peter dang ¢ dau day.”

Thé'la c6 a boé médc anh thd cuoi tha ga hét
minh, chim hong tudc Jenny len lén thap tho
quanh quan L6i Tam Xuan xwa. Tat nhién day
chéng phai la viéc lam dang hoang hay ho gi.
Thé nhung chim hong tudc Jenny khong them
quan tam tdi diéu nay. Lan lwgt c6 4 nhin thay
c6 mot vat gi d6 khién tinh than c6 ay phan
chan, mung rd han 1én. C6 ta nhin va nhin that
rd dén ltc c6 ay khong thé ngdi yén dwoc nira.
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ROi ¢ & bay nguoc tro lai noi anh thd Peter
dang ngdi. Anh chang van con dang cuoi that
rat tuoi ¢ noi day.

“Oi, anh tho Peter oi, that 1a qué tuyét voi!”
cO ta reo lén.

Thé Peter ngudc nhin 1én that nhanh va ndi
lo lang da chiém chd khién nu cwoi tat han trén
moi anh tho.

“Chao chi chim hong twdc Jenny! Ngon gid
nao dwa chi dén day thé? ba lau rdi, tir ngay
anh tro vé toi chuwa c6 dip gap chi day.”
tho noi.

anh

“Dao &y toi rat la ban ron toi khong co thoi
gian tham viéng gia dinh anh,” chim hong
twdc Jenny dap. “ Toi biét anh dang vui vé cuoi
vi chuyén gi r6i, anh tho Peter a, va viéc ay
that la tuyét diéu. Da 6 ai biét duoc tin ming
nay chua?”

“Da, chwa.” Peter ndi, “chwa c6 ai biét tin
ngoai trtr chi ra, va toi khong mudn bat ci mot
ai biét duoc tin dy trong ltic nay. Chi cé thé nao
gitt bi mat gium t6i dwgc khong chi chim hong
tudc Jenny, lam on gium chi nhé?”

Luc nay Chim hong twdc Jenny gan nhw
mudn nd tung ra ttng manh dé€ mang tin vui
dén véi moi nguoi. Nhung anh tho Peter té vé
lo au nghiém tac qud nén cudi cung chi ta cling
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hita chéac 1a chi sé gitt bi mat ay cho riéng
minh. Chi ta nhat dinh sé lam duwoc. Thé la
Peter thd phao nhe nhom khi nhin thay chi ta
dang bay nhanh vé nha. Anh tho khong con
mim cuoi vui vé nhu lac trude nita. “To6i hy
vong rang chiéc ludi ctia chi &y sé biét vang 10
ma gitt dung 10i da hita”
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Chuong 29

CHON HOI JIMMY VIENG THAM
THO PETER

Lam sao giie duegc mot bi mat qud w 1 hdp dan,
Vidy thi tot hon ban dirng biét qud nhiéu viéc cin
phai giie kin lam chi. Thit la khd sé mudn phin.
Tho Peter

Roi khoi L6i Tam Xuan xua bay trd vé nha,
chim hong tudc Jenny dirng lai bén bui cay gan
con dudng van veo dan téi phia duéi khu doi,
trong khi dé chon héi Jimmy ciing dang tién
téi cung mot hudng. Giong nhu moi lic chim
hong twdc Jenny ct ludn bodn chon, roi rit, ba
hoa chich choe va chon hoéi Jimmy ctt nhe rang
nhin ¢d &y mot cach than nhién.

“Chao chi chim hong twdc Jenny!” anh ta
noi. “Chi dang lam gi ¢ day vay?”

“T6i dang dirng lai nghi ngoi trén duong vé
nha, sau khi da dén thdm Lo6i TAm Xuan xuwa,
anh chon hoi Jimmy a.” Chi ta dap, doi tw thé
nhiéu lan trong liic ndi chuyén.

“Ha, ha, ha!” chon hoi Jimmy cwoi. “Chi goi
nhuw vay la nghi ngoi a! That 1a mot tro dua, chi
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chim hong tudc Jenny a. Nghi ngoi u! Trong
khi chi khong hé ng6i yén duoc thi lam sao goi
la nghi ngoi dwoc chx!”

“To6i co! Toi dang nghi ngoi day cha, day
nay, chon hoi Jimmy!” chi ta chong ché mot
cach yéu 6t, vira nhay chom qua nhitng bui
cay. “Toi nghi wdc gi anh biét rd duoc nhitng
diéu toi dang biét thi y nhu rang anh ciing sé
rat w 1a vui vé nhuw toi thoi.”

“Ctr cho la nhu vay di, tot hon hét chi nén cho
toi biét chuyén gi di ch®,” chon hoéi Jimmy néi.
“Tbi cling dang khé chiu non néng 1am r6i day.”

Chon hoi Jimmy nhe rang ra cuoi toe toét,
ban biét day, chon hoi Jimmy thuong khong
bao gio rdi nhang 1én nhu thé, hiém khi hoi ha,
mac ké chuyén gi da xay ra.

“Thé thi anh c* tha hd ma kho chiu, bon
chdn di nhé,” chim hong twéc Jenny dap, vay
chiéc duoi nho khiéu khich. “C6 mot tin vui O
Lo6i Tam Xuan xwa, va toi la nguoi duy nhat
biét duoc tin tirc nay, nhung t6i da hira sé git
bi mat khong dugc nodi ra.”

Chon hoi Jimmy ben vénh cao tai 1én. “Tin
méi & Loi TAm Xuan xua chic lién quan téi
anh tho Peter rdi,” anh ta noi. “Peter chic lai
lam ra chuyén gi nita day?”

“T6i sé khong bao gio tiét 10 dau! Toi sé
khong bao gio hé moi dau!” chim hong twdc
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Jenny kéu lén, té ra vo cung kich thich khién
chén héi Jimmy nghi rang chac c¢6 chuyén gi
nghiém trong 1am khién chi ta thay d&i bat ngo
nhue vay. “Toi da hia khong ndi thi toi sé
khong bao gio noi!” Roi nhu sg minh khong
kém ché duwoc nira chi chim hong tudc Jenny
ben bay nhanh vé nha.

Chon héi Jimmy nhin theo cho dén khi chi
ta mat dang roi nhan mat boi roi. “Toi khong
nghi rang chi &y phan khéi va kich dong vi
nhitng chuyén tdm phao, chic phai c6 tin gi la
lam & Loi TAm Xuan xwa.” Anh ta 1dm bam
modt minh. "Dau sao ta ciing dang ranh roi,
chic ta nén ghé thim anh tho Peter mot
chuyén méi duoc.”

Anh ta tim thdy anh tho Peter ¢ trong dam
co ba 14 ngot ngao 6 ngoai bia Loi Tam Xuan
xuwa, va chon hoéi Jimmy v cung ngac nhién
khi thay anh tho Peter dang vui vé mdt cach
bat thuong. Anh ta ben hoi: “Cé chuyén gi vui
thé’ ha anh thd Peter?” “T6i dang rat hanh
phtic thdi day ma,” anh thé dap, bong thay rd
minh dang 15 10i. Thé'la anh ta ngap ngung noi
tiép, "Anh thay day, t6i dang vui mung qua
muc tit ngay toi tro vé day cung voi cd vo ctua
minh tit Pong Cé Hoang ma.”

“Nhung t6i nghe noi c6 tin la ¢ ngay Loi
Tam Xuan xwa nay ma,” chon hoéi Jimmy nai
ni. “Chuyén gi mdi vay anh tho Peter?”
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Anh tho Peter cling gia vo nhu la ngac
nhién 1dm. “Tin vui!” anh ta lap lai. “Tin vui!
La nhi, tin la gi 6 noi day? Ai da bao véi anh
nhuw thé?”

“Cé mot chi chim nho bao toéi nhu thé day,”
chon hoéi Jimmy ranh manh cham biém.

“Vay thi chéac 1a chi chim héng tudc Jenny
roi!” Peter dap, lai mét 1an nita vo tinh néi hé
tredc khi suy nghi cdn ké.

“Vay rd rang dang cd tin vui & day roi!”
chon hoéi Jimmy hén ho reo 1én. “Chuyén gi thé
anh tho Peter?”

Thé& nhung tho Peter lac dau lia lia y nhu
anh ta khong hé biét bat ¢t chuyén gi va
khong thé nghi ra dwgc diéu gi. Chon hoi
Jimmy vita gheo vita khiéu khich Tho Peter
nhung vo hiéu. Cudi cing anh ta phéng nhanh
vé nha khong thu luom dwoc thém chat tin tie
moi la nao.

“R06 rang la chi chim hong tudc Jenny da ndi
that, hinh nhue dang c6 tin vui gi d6 ¢ Loi Tam
Xuan xwa that ma,” chdn hoéi Jimmy lam bam
mot minh. “Chuyén gi d6 da xay ra ¢ do
nhung anh tho Peter khong ndi cho minh biét.
Ta c¢ thac mac khong biét chuyén d6 la
chuyén gi nita.”
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Chuong 30
CAO PO BIET PUQC B MAT

Khong co chuyén gi ban da tueng lam,

Du la chuyén xdu, chuyén tot, chuyén
xam. ... ma khong khiéi ngueoi khdc anh huong.

C6 thé'sé khiéin ho vui Iy hodc dau budn theo ta.

Tho Peter

Tat nhién la chim hong twdc Jenny khong
muodn noi ra bi mat ¢ Loi Tam Xuan xuwa boi vi
chi da htta véi anh tho Peter sé gitt kin bi mat
kia. Nhung chi ta lai nghi s€ v6 hai khi néi véi
moi nguoi la chi &y dang phai gitt mot bi mat
cua mot tin vui ¢ day. Chi ta 1au nay von la ké
mOm mép ba hoa 1dm, thé nén chéng bao lau
tat ca 0 canh Bong Xanh va khu Riing Xanh, ké
ca 0 ao Nu Cuoi cling biét chuyén nay va déu
thac mac khong biét tin vui nay 1a gi.

No6i dudi theo chon hoi Jimmy 1a mot doan
nhing ké dén tham viéng Loi Tam Xuan xua
dé€ tham do bi mat d6. Ké nay chua roi khoi thi
ké khac da dén noi tham héi vi to mo rdi. Moi
ngudi khach déu cd gang to vé ho tinh co ghé
vao trén con dwong di ngang qua thoi chw
khong phai la bat ngo dén tham ma khong hen
tredc. Nhung ai cling déu hoi nhitng cau giong
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nhau khién anh tho Peter biét chac rang ho dén
day véi mong mudn tim ra tin vui von la diéu
bi mat ¢ L6i Tam Xuan Xwa nay. Du sao thi
anh tho Peter cling khon ngoan hon ho day,
thé la ho danh phai tré vé nha tay khong,
chang tim ra duoc diéu bi mat gi ca, ngoai cdo
Do ranh ma ra.

Chang c6 chuyén gi xay ra & khu Rimng
Xanh va canh Dong Xanh ma cdao Do khong
biét dén. Han ta 1a mot ké tinh ranh ma quéi,
chinh 1a cao D6 day, va cip mat sac bén tinh
anh, dai tai that la thinh, c6 chuyén nho gi cao
D6 ciing thay va nghe dwgc ca. Tat nhién la
han ta nghe duoc tin don cta chi chim hong
twdc Jenny va vénh tai lén nghe ngéng.

“Thi ra la cé tin méi ¢ Loi TAm Xuan xwa a,
dung khong vay? Mot bi mat ma chim hong
tuwdc Jenny sé khong noi ra? Toi tin la toi sé co
gio chay dén ddy d€ tham viéng anh tho Peter
méi duoc. Chéac chan 1a anh ta sé& vui mirng khi
gdp toi.”

Cao Bo nham hiém nhe rang ra trong lac tu
néi véi minh, boi vi han ta biét rd rang anh tho
Peter ltic nao cling yéu mén moi nguwoi, ngoai
trtr cho so6i Gia ma thoi.

Thé la cdo Bo phong nhanh vé hudéng Loi
Tam Xuan xua. Peter nhan nhé cau nhau khi
nhin thay han dang di téi, anh biét tong cao Do
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dén day lam gi, va anh da cé sdn nhiing cau tra
loi trong dau d€ do6i dap véi nhiing cau héi cua
cao Do. Anh sé khong tiét 10 mot diéu gi ca,
giong nhu da lam véi bao nhiéu keé gia vo dén
tham do tin tiec bi mat ¢ day.

Thé nhung cdo Do khong hé hoi han gi ca.
Tham chi han khéng thém nhéc gi téi chuyén
c6 tin méi la & Loi TAm Xuan xwa nay. Va han
ta cling khong hé nhac d&n chuyén chi chim
hong tudce Jenny di gieo tin vui ma bi mat kia
dén khap moi noi. Han ta chi néi vu vo vé
chuyén thoi tiét, va chuyén Bong Cé Hoang,
noi ma anh tho Peter da dén tham viéng mot
thoi gian kha lau, lic nao han ciing to ra rat
vui vé lich sw doi dai vdi anh tho Peter nhu 1a
mot nguoi ban than thiét.

Thé nhung trong luc gia vo say sua tro
chuyén, cdo Do khong ngitng dao cip mat ct
vo ranh ma, vénh d6i tai rat thinh ctia minh dé
tham do. Tuy nhién, nhiing bui cdy Tam Xuan
rat ddy va ram, han ta khong thé nhin thau vao
bén trong dwgc, hon nita 6 noi ay that yén tinh
khong c6 mot tieng dong nao phat ra ca. Roi
thi cao Do ben rao budc vong quanh Loi Tam
Xuan xua va bat dau dua mii hit ngri khong
khi va mui thoat ra tir nhitng bui Tam Xuan
d6. Cudi cing hén ta cling tim dwoc dén mot
noi dang phat ra mui hoi tho that ndong da bay
vao miii ctia cao Do. Han ta dimng lai vai phut
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quan sat, mé miéng cudi vui va to vé tuoi tan
hon nhiéu. Thé'13, lang lang khong ndi mot 104,
han ta quay phat lai va phéng nhanh vé huéng
khu Ritng Xanh.

Anh tho Peter nhin thay han di r6i. Anh tho
beén chay lai tim chi thé Peter ¢ trong gitta bui
cay Tam Xuan. “Oi, em oi,” anh tho lo léng
thon thie noi, “cdo D6 da tim ra dwoc bi mat
cua ching ta roi.”

“Khong sao ca,” chi tho Peter tuoi tinh noi.
“Chang bao lau nita thi ho ciing sé tim ra su
that thoi ma.”

Chay that nhanh vé hudéng con duwong nho
hiu quanh, cdo D6 cuoi te toét.

“Tin vui ba con 0i!” han néi. “Chim héng
twdc Jenny qua that la khong sai, c6 tin vui ba
con oi! Nhung t6i nghi chac chan chuwa c6 ai
nita biét ro diéu nay dau. Toi hy vong 1a khong
ai biét mau tin do6 trong ltc nay, it nhat la lao
s6i Gia dung biét gi ca. Cai mii cua to6i that la
tuyét voi, né khién cho t6i tim thay chuyén ma
mét toi khong thé nhin va tai t6i khong thé
nghe dwoc.”
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Chuwong 31

POI MAT SANG QUAC CUA QUA DEN

Nhitng moi nguy thwong rinh rdp diu ddy,
Nhirng doi tay, doi chan u li khong nhiic nhich

Thé Peter

Moi ngudi van nghi qua Pen 1a moi tai hoa.
Tat nhién qua Pen thuong hay gay ra nhiing
diéu tai hai, nhung that sw nguoi ta chua that
tam d€ y thay rang qua Pen khéng dén ndi xau
xa nhu moi ngudi van twong. Trén thuc té&
nhiéu ltc qua Pen tirng lam nhi€u diéu t6t trén
cac phuong dién khac. Thé nhung moi nguoi
da quen co thanh kién véi qua Pen rdi nén ho
chi nghi dén nhitng diém xau ctia han ma thoi.
Thé'la nhitng diém tot thi khong ai d€'y téi va
ho chi nghi téi diéu xau nén danh gia qua Pen
xau hon s that rat la nhiéu.

Bo mdc chuyén d6, qua Den khong hé ban
tam gi ca, han ta da quen bi danh gia 1am nhuw
vay lau r6i. Hon nita, han ta that thong minh
ranh manh nén thuwong khong so sé bi bat qua
tang khi lam mot viéc xau nao d6. Khong mot
ai c6 d6i mat sang nhu d6i mat ctia qua Pen va
cling khong ai biét cach st dung d6i mat &y
nhu han. Khong mot chuyén nho nao xay ra ¢
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khu Ring Xanh va canh Bong Xanh qua Den
cO thé bo sét duoc.

Cung ngay cao bo dén viéng tham L6i Tam
Xudn xwa va dung chiéc mii ky diéu danh hoi
ra dugc bi mat ctia anh tho Peter, thi qua Pen
cling vO tinh bay ngang qua L6i Tam Xuan xwa
trén duong dén canh dong ngd cta gia dinh
ngroi nong dan ho Brown. Khi bay ngay qua
L6i Tam Xuan xua thi han ta nhin thang xudng
phia dudi va nhin xuyén qua cac bui cay nén
thdy duoc hét moi viéc. Khi han ta téi noi d6,
han ta chot nhé da nghe chti chim gié Sammy
ké vé chuyén tin don cua chi chim hong tudc
Jenny vé bi mat 6 Loi Tam Xuan xwa. Lac dy
han cling chua dé tam gi may vé tin don nay.
Nhung gid han & ngay noi nay nén qua Den
chot nghi hay do la xem tinh hinh hu thuc ra
sao. Thé'la qua Pen bay la la thdp xudng, doi
mat sang quac rao nhin khap moi noi, ti bén
nay qua sang bén khac vong quanh bui gai
ram rap ¢ Loi Tam Xuén xua. Hin ta nhin thay
tho Peter lién va nhdy mat véi anh tho. Han ta
thay Peter c6 vé dang lo u va ban khoan 1dm.

“Anh Peter c6 diéu gi lo lang thé,” qua Pen
nghi. “Tdi thac mac khong biét chi tho Peter
dau rdi.”

Ngay ltc 4y han ta nhin thay chi thé ngay o
duwdi moét bui Tam Xuéan that ram rap. Hin ta
mo to miéng la 16n, "Chao chi tho Peter”, va roi
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hén ta nhin thay mot viéc ngac nhién dén nbi
khong thdt 1én 16i. Han ta quén chuyén vo doi
canh d€ gitt cho minh duogc bay bodng trén
khong trung. Han ta bay lwon ngay tai day
trong mot vai phut va nhin xuéng nhitng bui
gai nhon. Réi thi qua Pen cuoi khuc khdc dén
khan ca giong. Han phéng nhanh vé huéng ao
Nu Cudi, quén han chuyén minh dang can di
dén huedng canh dong ngo. “Oi, Oi, Oi!” han ta
thét to 1én, ”anh tho Peter da cé con! Anh thé
Peter da c6 con!”

Cado Do nghe han la nhu thé bén nghién
rang gian d&. “Bay gio thi 130 s6i Gia sé biét
chuyén va sé rinh bat ddm thé con cho ma
xem. RO rang dam tho con la cua t6i, vi toi da
tim ra chung trudc co ma.” Hén ta buc bdi cau
nhau.

Chon hoi Jimmy cling nghe dwoc 10i qua
DPen ndi nén ha hong cuoi toe toét. “Thi ra day
la bi mat ma chi chim hong twdc Jenny noi dén
day a!” Anh ta noi. “T6i nghi anh tho Peter nén
can than canh chung va cham séc dam tho con
can than hon di. Téi phai di nhac nho anh &y
moi dwoc.”

Chim Ung dudi do ciing nghe thdy va mim
croi, thé nhung nu cuoi d6 khong hién lanh
than thién nhu nu cuoi cua chon héi Jimmy.
“T6i nghi thit ctia dam tho con chac 1a ngon
tuyét voi lam day.” Chim Ung néi.
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Chwong 32
NHA TRE CUA GIA DINH THO PETER

MGt t6 d@m gia dinh ta dang cd,

Nhuw Long sang khong bang & ché,

La noi ma ta khong bao gio ¢ du lo,
Khong diéu gi co thé danh doi hay dem ra so.

Tho Peter

Nho qua Pen ma tin vui déu duoc moi
nguoi biét dén. Tho Peter da cd em bé roi!
bung vay, gia dinh tho Peter da c6 bay tho
con! Ngay bay gid, Loi TAm Xuan xwa bdng
nhién tré thanh moét noi ly tudng nhat cta
canh Dong Xanh va khu Ring Xanh. Tat nhién
la tat ca cac ban be cua thod Peter déu la luwot
ghé tham. Ho thdy ro anh tho Peter rat vui vé
hanh dién va chi tho Peter cling thé. Ban thay
day, chi tho cling rat lo lang boi vi ngoai
nhing nguoi ban than thiét dén tham chuc
mutng, con cd nhitng ké dang rinh rap & quanh
day cho chuc co hoi d€ thoa man nhing diéu
4c hai ma ho dang rap tam tinh toan trong dau.

Ho la nhiing ai? cao Dé la mét trong s6 do.
Ké tiép la lao soi Gia, chim ung Dudi Do, con
lttng Digger, va ca ga cu dém Hooty. Ca dam
bon h¢ hinh nhu rat vui. Thé nhung chi tho
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Peter thuong run 1én vi so hai mdi khi nhin
thay ho. Chi tho khong chiu ndi nhitng cap
méat cd vo, them khiam ctua ho nhu mudn an
twoi nudt song gia dinh minh.

Thé nhung anh tho Peter khong d€ nhiing
chuyén nhu thé' anh hudéng dén tam trang cta
minh. Tt bé anh thd da hoc dwoc rat nhiéu
manh 16i d€ tranh khoi nhitng ké thu nguy
hiém va nhitng mdi nguy nhu chi tho Peter da
lo léng. Néu anh thd c6 thé hoc dwoc diéu do
thi cic con ctia anh chic chin sé hoc dwoc ma
thdi, anh sé chi bao cac con that can ké. Du sao
thi cac tho con cling con bé qua dau co6 di ra
khoi bui cdy Tam Xuan duoc, va gia dinh ho sé
duoc an toan ¢ Loi Tam Xuan xwa nay. That ra
thi dam tho con qua bé bong dé€ phai di ra khoi
can nha tré am ap an toan va kin dao ¢ trong
bui Tam Xuan day ddc ram rap do.

“Chting ta dau can phai lo lang lam gi,” anh
tho Peter tran an chi tho Peter khi anh ta nhin
thay d6i mat s¢ hai ctia chj ta ltic bong den ctia
chim ung Pudi DPé thodng qua. “Anh nghi
chung ta khong nén chudc 1ay phién mudn.
Viéc gi dén roi cing phai dén, liuc ay chang ta
hay lo cling chwa mudn. Hay doi cho dam con
bé boéng cua chung ta du 16n dé€ chay nhay
khap noi ¢ thé gip nguy hiém rdi méi suy
tinh tiép. Em ¢d thdy nhiing em bé dep tuyét
voi nhu thé'trong doi bao gio chuwa?”
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Chi tho Peter cam thady bét lo 1e“'mg, chi nhin
chdm chdam vao bon bé thé con ngay tho.
“Chuwa,” chi tho dap nhe. “Em chua bao gio
nhin thay, 6i anh Peter, chung that la dang
yéu. DPtra nay nhin giéng y nhu anh vy, em sé
goi con la Tiéu Peter. Va anh c6 nghi rang em
cua nd nhin rat giong 6ng ngoai khong? Vay
thi em nghi chuing ta nén goi con la Tiéu Jed.”

Anh tho Peter 1ay tay bum miéng ho hu hu
nhu ¢6 vat gi dang nghen trong c6 hong. Anh
tho khong c6 chut tinh cdm nao danh cho ong
Ngoai Tho gia Jed Thumper ca, lao tho xam gia
Thumper da nhiéu lan muén dudi anh ta ra
khoi Dong Cé Hoang, thé nhung bd tho khong
ndi mot 10i nao ca. Néu me tho muodn goi bé thod
ay la Tiéu Jed, theo ho ctia 6ng ngoai tho thi anh
tho cting khong phan d6i gi. Anh ta néi 16n:

“Oi, em than yéu, bé tho con nay nhin giéng
y em hoi nho nhuw khuon duc vay, vay thi
ching ta nén goi con bé la Fuzzy. Va goi chi
cua bé la Wuzzy nhé,” tho Peter noi tiép. “Co
ai thay can nha tré tuyét voi cho dam tho con
nhu thé nay khong nhi?”

“Em khong nghi cé vuon tré nao tuyét voi
hon thé nita dau anh tho Peter a. Noi day tuyét
voi hon ca can nha thta nho cua em ¢ Pong
Cé Hoang day”, chi tho Peter dap 1oi anh
chdng, guwong mat birng 1én tia nhin hanh phuc
khi chi ta dudi ngudi nam nghi ngoi bén canh
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bon ¢ cau tho so sinh bé bong ctia minh. Anh
tho Peter ben nhe nhang nhon nhén di ra ngoai
bén canh dam co ba 14 ngot ngao, lac dy trai
tim anh tho nhue mudn né tung 1én véi niém ty
hao va han hoan tot dinh.

Chuyén gia dinh vo chong anh tho Peter va
bodn 6 cau tho con bé béng cta ho con nhiéu
lam nhung to6i khong thé ké hét trong mot
cuon sach duoc. Trong khi cau ché san Bowser
ct nai ni toi phai viét mot cudn sach cho anh
ta, va toi da hira sé viét ngay khi toi c6 thé. Vay
thi xin cac ban hay don cho cau chuyén vé cau
cho6 san Bowser nhé.

Thin di
Nguyén Nha Dan Na
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PHAN TiCH TAC PHAM
MRS. PETER RABBIT
(CHI THO PETER)

1. Tac gia Thornton W. Burgess (1874-1965)

Céc ban than mén, trén tay cac ban mét 1an nira
la an phdm th¢ hai cGa nha van Thornton W.
Burgess duoc ciy but méi Nguyén Nha Dan Na
chuyén ngtr: Chi Tho Peter (Mrs. Peter Rabbit).

Trong an phdm chuyén ngt dau tay cua
minh Chang Jack Happy (Happy Jack), Nha Dan
Na da ké so qua vé than thé va sy nghiép cua
nha van Thornton W. Burgess, qua d6 chan
dung ctia ong - Mot cay but thue sw ¢6 tam véi
thién nhién, vdi tré tho, vdi tanh thién noi con
nguroi duoc tai hién, lung linh sang nhu mot
vién ngoc ky trc, huyén nhiém dang yéu thém
mot 1an nira.

Qua nhién vay, cay but Thornton W.
Burgess voi sy thanh cong vang doi da duoc
chiing minh theo thoi gian. Biét bao an pham
cia Oong da tro thanh nhittng tai liéu quy.
Nhitng bai hoc thAm nhuan sau sac céc triét ly
gidao duc bién nhiing dong 6ng viét tré thanh
kinh dién, rat han 1am & phong cach dan dat.
Thoat doc van 6ng, sy don gian trong cau trac
va y truyén van toat 1én sy chan thanh gan gili,
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ludn giau c¢6 nhiing triét ly song dong, nhiing
bai hoc & nguoi doi nghién ngam.

Thornton W. Burgess viét sung stc. Hau
nhu ngudn nang luwgng doi dao dam mé chi co
dwoc tir mot trdi tim chan thanh nhu 6ng méi
c6 thé viét nhiéu. Nhu mot nghiép di gan bd ca
doi minh, dng viét bang trai tim, viét bang tam
hon ctia mot nha van luén nghi mnh c6 nhiéu
trach nhiém véi doi, véi cudc sdng.

Nhing cau chuyén hién hoa 6ng viét cho thiéu
nhi. Ca mét cudc doi. Mot su ngiép. Coi nhan tran
x0 bd vdi va. Bao nguoi mai mé kiém tim, tich ldy.
Doi ngudi ngan ngti, vay ma Thornton W. Burgess
da dé lai mot di san van chuong thdm dam tinh
gido duc rat nhan ban, rat kinh dién, ¢ 1é diéu do
da khién cho nhiing 4ng vén ctia dng chang bao gid
bi lung lay, hao mon mai mét véi thoi gian.

Va lan nay, that may mén, Tt Sach Hoc Tiéng
Anh Qua Tac Pham Van Hoc ctia ching ta ¢ thém
mot tac pham khac ctia ng: Chi Tho Peter (Mrs.
Peter Rabbit). D6 1a niém vui ciia nguoi chuyén ngie
va cling la tam huyét cta tat ca nhitng ai yéu quy va
tran trong nhiiing tac pham van hoc ¢6 gia tri thuee
su d€ gidi thiéu vao ti sach nay.

2. Yéu Thanh Céng Cua Truyén Thornton
W. Burgess Viét:

Nha van thanh cong trén thé gidi khong it.
Noi khac di la chung ta c6 rat nhiéu nhitng nha
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van noi tiéng. Chang ta c6 rat nhiéu nhitng cay
but thanh danh trong linh vuc viét truyén
thiéu nhi, truyén ngu ngoén, nhung sw thanh
cong cua Thornton W. Burgess la mot hién
twong hiém hoi, c6 thé noi vo tién khoang hau.

Tuwong te nhu treong hop cua nha van T6
Hoai, nguoi mudn thé hé Viét Nam sau nay
nhd dén 6ng véi tdc phadm van hoc ling danh:
Dé Men Phiéu Luwu Ky. Thornton W. Burgess
cling vay, bao thé' hé ban doc Tiéng Anh sé mai
mai khong bao gio quén duoc nhirng dong ong
da viét, boi 1é nhiing diéu 6ng viét co stec anh
huong rat 16n.

Qua nhién la vay, an twgng thoi tho au luén
khac sau rat dam khi chung ta tiép can voi
nhing ang van minh dwoc doc. Hién nhién 1a
thé. Trong chung ta, nhitng tac pham dau doi
minh doc ludn c6 mot an twong rat 1on. Nhuw
mot két qua tat yéu, ching ta nhd vé nhitng tac
phdm &y nhiéu hon nhiing tdc pham duoc doc
sau nay trong doi minh.

Véi danh gia chung, Thornton W. Burgess
duoc coi la bac thay nhitng cau chuyén me ké
cho con ngu. T6i dén, truwde khi ngu, bon tré
dtra nao ciing thich duoc nghe ké chuyén ngu
ngon hay chuyén cd tich. Thornton W. Burgess
da viét, da ké chuyén d6. Va nhitng cau
chuyén hap dan nay ctia 6ng da dwoc cac dng
bd, nhiing ba me tin twdng dé doc (k&) cho cac
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con minh nghe. D6 cling chinh la nhitng bai
hoc nhan ban dam tinh gido duc sau sic.

@ng, Thornton W. Burgess, vi thé da thuc
st thanh cong; khong chi ¢ van dan, ma con la
mot ca nhan tao nén nhitng anh hwdng gido
duc rat dang quy voéi nhi€u thé hé. Co 1é sy
thanh cong trong nhitng cau chuyén cta ong
dén tir nhitng diém nhan phong cach an du va
ngu ngon. Nhung bai hoc nhan nghia, &m 4p
tinh nguoi, cing véi nhitng nhac nhé canh
gidc... da thuyét phuc ca nguoi 16n 1an tré em.
O diém nay, 6ng 1a nha vin cta moi nguoi, 1a
nhip cau ndi, la chat keo gan két tinh cam gitra
cha me va con cdi trong gia dinh.

3. Tinh Ngu Ngon Va Nhitng Bai Hoc
Tham Thay

Qua nhién thé, nhiing bai hoc trong truyén
cua Thornton W. Burgess, dién hinh 1a cau
chuyén chung ta dang cam trén tay: Chi Tho
Peter (Mrs. Peter Rabbit) la mot trong sd nhitng
an pham rat dam nét ngu ngdén chuyén tai
nhitng bai hoc dao 1y sau sac ctia dng,.

Thornton W. Burgess hau nhu chi viét vé
nhitng cau chuyén ngu ngoén nhu thé. Ong
khong 6m dom, tham lam. Hinh nhu 6ng da
thay rd con duong, va roi 6ng chon con duong
d¢é: Viét truyén ngu ngdn cho thiéu nhi.
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Ong di bang dbi chan ctia mot ngoi but c6
tam (long thién) va c6 ca tam huyét (su dam
mé manh liét). Vi thé, va phai chi ¢6 nhu thé,
nhing cau chuyén ong ké ra méi thuyét phuc
ban doc, L:fmg dong trong tam hon tré tho,
dong thoi ¢ ludn kha nang khuady dong thé
gidi dao ly va long thién von ludn tiém an noi
mdi con nguoi.

Mbi cau chuyén ctia Thornton W. Burgess
déu st dung nhitng nhan véat 1a cac con thu.
C)ng dat tén cho mdi con vat mdt cach co dung
y. Va chi can nghe qua cai tén thoi, nguoi ta sé
c6 ngay thién cam hodc chau may. Ching hiéu
ong cé nghi tén goi (do cha me d&t cho mdi
nguoi) c6 nhiing tdc ddong tam ly rat 1on lén
nhan cach ctia mdi dita tré sau nay? Chi biét
tén ctua cac nhan vat trong truyén ngu ngon
ctua Ong cho thay cé sy sang loc, chon lua tirng
céi tén cho mdi nhan vat trong truyén ctia dng.

Nhitng cau chuyén ngu ngdn cta ong xoay
quanh mot thé gidi, twdng nhu rat nhé hep
nhung ménh mang dén d¢ bat ngo. Boi canh
trong truyén ctia 6ng chi la mét canh ring,
thoai thoai trién doi co, con dé nho, khu trang
trai gan mot bia ring, mot cai ao nho, hoc cay
muc, nhiing khom tam xuén ... Vay ma cai thé
gioi twong nhu khong may 16n lao ay cudi
cung da tro thanh mot thé' gidi day nhitng dién
tich, huyén thoai, va tat ca da dén véi thé gioi
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tri twong twong cua tré em qua giong van hién
lanh chan thuee, nhung rat song dong cta ong.

4. Loi Hanh Vin Méoc Mac

Nhiéu cay but khi thé hién rat sinh (thich)
chuyén dung chit nghia sang trong va cau truc
hanh van tham thay. Véi Thornton W.
Burgess, 16i hanh van cua Ong rat gian di. Van
ong rat dé doc. Ban khong can phai uyén tham
hay c6 kién thitc rong 16n. Van cua 6ng mém
nhu man, ngot nhu dao, va thom nhu qua dau,
hap dan véi cdc ban nho vay.

Di nhién chon cho minh mot 16i hanh van
khong c6 nghia ta ndi vé chuyén hon kém, hay
hodc do, cao va thap ¢ day. Chi la sy lwa chon
va 16i hanh van mdi cay but cam thdy thich
hop v6i minh. Véi Thornton W. Burgess, yéu
t6 hanh van trong sang 1a mot diéu 6ng nham
dén. Ong viét bang mot kha ning thién phu
hiém c¢, tat ca nhiing chi tiét trong ting cau
chuyén ludén dan dit 16i cudn. Don gian thoi,
vay ma 16i kéo, dan dat. Thornton W. Burgess
khong e ngai khi viét bang 16i van moc mac
cua minh. C6 thé 6ng tu hao vé 16i viét hién
lanh trong sang ay. Viét dé doc; d6 1a mot the’
manh cua nhiéu nha van. Va véi ong, thé
manh nay da dwoc khai thac rat thanh cong.

Vi thé chuyén ngt nhitng tac phdm cuta
Thornton W. Burgess la mot kinh nghiém rat
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dé thuong. Loi ké chuyén ctia 6ng that mém
mai, khong & a, va ciing chang kho khan. Ong
o 161 viét la. Loi ké chuyén la. Moc mac thoi
ma 16i cuon. Chiju khé d€ y va quan sat ky, ta
thdy ong luon két thic mdi chuwong trong
truyén ctia minh rat dot ngdt. Gan nhu 161 thiét
ké' trong phim hoat hinh Hay Doi Pay (Hy,
rioroan!) ctia Lién X0 ca.

Va nhu thé, sy 16i cudn gitra cac chi tiét gitra
cac chuong sach dugc cot chat lai véi nhau.
Cac ban nho sé khong thé bo cudn sach xudng
duoc. Két qua la nhing ban doc ti hon dugc
ong dan dat that khéo léo. Va rdi tré von
thuong khong thich doc sach 1am, nhung khi
da cAm cudn sich cua 6ng l1én sé khong dé bo
xuong tro lai. Di nhién véi cac bac cha me, van
cua Ong viét, ho duyét qua va biét ngay day la
nhiing ang van c6 chat lwong. Va khi ho doc
cho cac con nghe, 111 tré sé rat thich thu.

5. Canh Ng6 Va Tinh Tiét

Thornton W. Burgess la bac thay cua nguoi
viét c6 kha ning dan dat va sip dat cac tinh
tiét sao cho that 16i cudn hap dan trong tat ca
nhitng an pham ctia minh. Ong ¢6 16i viét ctia
mdt nha dao dién phim hoat hinh. Céc chi tiét
day mau sac, luén song dong, nhitng nut that
gay can dang lén dinh diém, nhitng cung bac
cam xdc rat ddi phong phu, va két cuodc la
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nhting 16i thoat khoi moi de doa chi trong mot
gang tac. Diéu nay khién cho mach van don gian
ctia dng cang tang thém phan 16i cudn thu hat.

Canh ngd trong truyén ctia dng rat doi binh
thuong, gan nhu ta bat ggp nhitng canh ngd
twong tu nhue thé khap noi trong cudc song.
Tuy vay Thornton W. Burgess da khac hoa
nhing canh ngd nay va khién chung trd thanh
nhitng bttc tranh doi thuong, dong trong
nhiing chiéc khung van chuong, tré nén that
dién hinh, bién thanh hap dan.

Chang tho Peter — Mot nhan vat dé thuong
cta Ong trong truyén ngu ngdn Chi Tho Peter
(Mrs. Peter Rabbit) - Chang chan nan cudc
song hién tai 6 L6i Tam Xuan Xwa. Va roi
chang mudn mé mdt cudc mao hiém dén Canh
Dong Co Xanh dé thay d6i van ménh nham té.
Cha. Vé diém nay anh chang ciing kha giong
v6i anh chang D& Men trong Dé'Men Phiéu Liu
Ky ctia T6 Hoai. Va roi tat ca nhitng canh ngo
va tinh tiét da duoc sap xép dé chuyén hanh
trinh tham hiém d6 tro thanh kinh nghiém dé
doi cia Chang tho Peter.

Moi tinh dep va hién hoa da dén gitta anh
va c6 bé tho Du6i Xoan. Doi ban tho gap go va
thuwong mén nhau. Cau chuyén tinh cam lang
man cta ho khién ta nghi dén nhitng mai tinh
khéc trong van hoc. Mot c6 gdi yéu chang trai
nhung mot 6ng bo thi kho tinh. C6 géi da tham
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kin giap cho chang trai no thoat hiém khoi cam
bay ctia 6ng bd. Ho yéu nhau. C6 gai sau mot
lan suy nghi, ludng lu két cudc da roi bo lang
qué than thugc d€ di theo chang trai. Ho xay t0
am. Roi ho c6 con. Anh chong hién lanh chat
phéc giong nhu ban tinh cua dan 6ng ludn thé.
Va néu nhu khong c6 chi vo y ti khéo 1éo, ¢
1€ anh chong da gap phai nhitng nguy hiém sé
bién thanh nhitng tai hoa thuc su tir lau roi.

6. Nguy Hi€m — M6t Bo Phan Hién Nhién
Ctia Cudc Song

Moi nguy hiém, dé 1a mot phan ctia cudc song.
Va hon ai hét, Thornton W. Burgess hiéu rat rd
diéu nay. Gan nhu trong mdi tdc phdm ctia minh,
ong ludn goi dén mot thong diép rat ro: Nguy
hiém la mot phan cua cudc sdong. Cac ban can
phai canh gidc va khon ngoan hon 1én day nhé.
Néu khong thi ban sé gdp khong it phién phtc
ric rdi, k€ ca chuyén su an toan cta ban sé tro
thanh mot bita &n t6i cho ké thu day (!)

C6 1€ chinh yéu t6 nguy hiém (da khién cho
mdi budc di trong cudc song trd nén mao
hiém) tr¢ thanh lIwc hat nam cham kha manh
trong van ctia Thornton W. Burgess, khién cho
doc gia bi cuén vao mot trang thai tam ly:
Khong biét chuyén gi sé xay ra day?

Thornton W. Burgess luén dat moi boi canh
cudc song (dién ra trong mot canh ring dién
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tich khong 16n 1am); song nhitng mdi hiém hoa
ludn bua vay, rinh rap. Diéu nay c6 1é kha hién
nhién khi 6ng la mot nha van caa treong phai
quan sat thyc t€. Qua vay, ong da quan sat
thién nhién va canh ring gan nha da tro thanh
mot truong day viét van, trong d6 ong vira la
mot hoc vién, vira la dng thay ctia hanh trinh
tim kiém cho riéng ban than minh. Ong da
quan sat, phan tich, va hiéu rd vé tung dong
vat trudc khi nhan cadch hda chung trong
nhing tdc phdm cua minh.

Nhu thé, khi moi nguy hiém dwgc dat ra, tat
nhién nd sé kéo theo nhitng diéu khac trong
cudc song: Do 1a tinh than canh gidc va tri
thong minh. Néu khong cd su nguy hiém,
chéng ai cAn dén 6c canh giac va tri thong
minh ca. Poc van cta Thornton W. Burgess,
nguoi ta ludn thdy chan dung cta sy nguy
hiém rat thuc. Va tir nhitng co hoi d6, ong da
cai dat nhiing bai hoc gido duc rat tham thuy.
U. Néu cac ban khong chi §, khong canh giac,
ct tha long, o0 ho véi moi chuyén, rat c6 thé
moi nguy hiém sé nhay bd ra vo 1dy ban vao
ltic ban mai choi, bat can, so y nhat.

7. Nguwoi Xau Va Ké Tat

Thornton W. Burgess rat rd rang trong viéc
xay dung cac tuyén nhan vat ctia minh. Ké xau
va nguoi tot hién lén rat ro, khong thé nham
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lan. C6 1é diéu nay da khién cho ddc gia nho
tudi (cting nhu cac bac phu huynh chon truyén
cua ong dé€ ké cho cac con nghe trude gio di
ngt) da bi hap dan. Ai cling vay, khi nhin thay
ké xdu va nguoi tot gap nhau, ho sé hoi hop
khong biét cudc do stic nay, thé lyc nao sé
chién thang.

Triét ly nay hién nhién nhi€u nguoi trong
chung ta biét dén. Nhung v6i Thornton W.
Burgess, nhiing cau chuyén ong viét thé hién
kha rd nét. Gan nhu 6ng da khai thac diém nay
va bién nd trd thanh mot hién twong ndi com
trong nhitng cau chuyén ctua 6ng: Mot leec hat
nam cham rat ddc nhat vo nhi.

Qua vén ctia Thornton W. Burgess, bang 16
chon tinh cach ctia mdi loai thu vat khac nhau
dé€ nhan cach hoda, ta méi thyce sy than phuc tai
nghé cua 6ng. Ty nhu anh ga trong hién lanh
hodc cht chuét dong Danny, mu meo Den...
Tat ca nhitng tht vat nhé bé hién lanh sé dwgc
ong nhan cach héa tré thanh nguoi tot. Trong khi
dé nhitng thu vat khac nhu cit dém Hooty, séi
Do, 1ao séi Gia. .. tro thanh hién than cta ké xau.

Thornton W. Burgess khong chu trong dén
viéc cam hoa con nguoi, ¢d vé thé. Tuy vay
diéu 6ng mudn chia sé rang sw khon ngoan ctia
con nguoi la can thiét trong nhitng moi quan
hé xa hoi. Ké xau va nguoi tot ton tai song
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hanh. Ho tra tron, song 1an 16n. Va nhu thé
chung ta can ludn de chting va phai tinh tao,
nhanh nhen.

Tuy vay Thornton W. Burgess luén ching
minh 6ng la moét cay bat c¢d lwong tam. Rat
hiém khi ching ta doc truyén ctia 6ng thay
duoc nhitng pha hung bao nguy hiém dan dén
chét chéc. Ong mo ta vé sy bat cdn co thé dan
dén moi nguy hiém, nhung 6ng ding lai 6 chd
d6 thoi. Loi so suat gay ra do bat can cé thé
day cho ta mot bai hoc nhé doi. Chi can c6 thé.
Va dng khong mudn di xa hon, chang han nhuw
muwon mot cai chét ctia nhan vat d€ khic hoa
triét ly Cudc-song-phdi-cinh-gidc cua minh.

8. Tinh Nhan Van

Co 1€ vi vay van ctia Thornton W. Burgess
luén dwom tinh nhan van that dang quy.

Hién nhién nhu thé, doc van ctaa dng, nguoi
ta nhan ra dwoc tAm chan tinh rat ro nét ctaa
mot nguoi co long thién. K€ ca giong van caa
ong ciing thé. Ong khong t6 vé d€ nhan vt ctia
minh toat l1én nhitng dac tinh can thiét. Giong
van cta 6ng rat hién lanh. Han thé, song giong
van ctia 6ng con gitt dwgc nét trung thuee, diing
gitta, trung dung, khong nang 10i, khong miét
thi ai ca. C6 1€ ¢ day ong da dat ra cho ban doc
nhé tudi mot tiéu chuadn giao tiép tng xu: Khi
noi vé ai d6, ban can tranh cai bay cta gian di
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(dén tir cam xdc) va nén ton trong moi nguwoi
mot cach can thiét.

Tinh nhéan van la yéu t6 can thiét, khong
han la bat budc, nhung rat can thiét doi voi
nhitng cay but 16n. Thornton W. Burgess
khoéng néi xdu ai ca. Ong ciing ching to vé
thuwong hai ai. C)ng moi ban doc quan sat moi
dién bién mot cach that tu nhién. D€ roi moi
chuyén sé dwoc phd bay mot cach ti nhién
nhu thé. Tuy vay ban doc van cé thé rt ra cho
minh mot bai hoc dao ly khi doc van ong.

Thién nhién luén khac nghiét nhu thé.
Luat cta thién nhién rat ro rét. Tho &n co.
Chim an hat, hodc chim san moi. Mot so loai
khéac thi sé chi an thit nhw soi, cdo, ci vo...
Va moi loai trong thién nhién sé chia chung
mot canh ritng. V6i Thornton W. Burgess, su
cai dit pha tron ay la hién nhién. Ac va
thién. Tho song chung véi cdo. Chudt dong
song bén canh cu vo.

Va néu nhu ké xau va nguoi tot dugc xay
dung mot cach rd nét, ban doc van nhan thay
nhitng dac tinh nhan cach ctia cac nhan vat
trong truyén cua 6ng thién vé ban nang. Va roi
ban doc sé nhan ra nhiing bai hoc rat gia tri noi
Thornton W. Burgess: Bat luan nguoi déi dién
la ai, ban déu khong xem thuong khinh khi ho.
Nguoc lai, vé phia ban than minh, ban can chu
y va canh giac d€ bao vé cho chinh ban.
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9. Hen Gap Lai 0] Tap Truyén Sau Cua
Thornton W. Burgess

Hon ndm muwoi ndm cam bat viét nén
nhing cau chuyén ngu ngdn cho thiéu nhi,
Thornton W. Burgess da d€ lai mot di san van
hoc rat 16n cho nhan loai. Ong la nguoi, bang
s nghiép viét rat hang say cua minh da tang
doi mét vién ngoc sang trong s6 nhitng vién
ngoc van hoc van chuong toa sang khac. Va
nhuw thé, tat ca nhitng an pham cua 6ng déu ¢
gia tri.

Nhu mot 1€ tat yéu, Tu Sach Hoc Tiéng Anh
Qua Tac Pham Van Hoc cua ching ta rat mong
s€ c6 thém nhitng tac pham khéc ctia 6ng trong
tuong lai.

Bang 16i chuyén ngit rat dé thuong ctia tac
gia Nguyén Nha Dan Na, ciing véi giong van
dé hiéu, dé cam thy, tr ngt don gian, van
phong ké& chuyén dan dat rat 16i cuén, nhitng
tac pham van hoc cta Thornton W. Burgess
ludn dem lai nhitng bat ngo thu vi, giap viéc
hoc Tiéng Anh qua nhitng tdc pham van
chuwong tro nén hiéu qua hon rat nhiéu.

Trudc khi chia tay cac ban, 10i cam on cua
Tu Sdch Hoc Tiéng Anh Qua Tdc Phidm Vin Hoc,
va ctua nhitng tac gia tham gia tuyén chon va
chuyén ng nhiing tac pham van hoc trong ta
sach nay la: Ludén chin thanh va vui swéng thuec
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sw. Hon ai hét, chinh cac ban da tao diéu kién
dé€ ta sach cua chung ta duoc tiép tuc. Day
khong chi 1a mét dung cu hoc tap Anh Ngir rat
tot, song day con la mot dién dan dé€ chung ta
co th€ giao luu gap go.

An phdm Chi Thé Peter (Mrs. Peter Rabbit)
dwoc goi dén cac ban: Nhu mot moén qua tam
long ctia nhiing ngwoi da gdp cong, gop stc dé
&n phdm nay dwoc ra mat.

Rat mong tinh cam va tam y cua Thornton
W. Burgess s€ dugc cac ban tré chung ta tran
quy. Vi 0 noi 0ng, thong diép cudc sdng va y
nghia nhan ban (thong qua nhitng tha vat
duwoc nhan cach hoa) chinh la diéu 6ng khat
khao, mong wdc. Va nhiém vu cua mdi chung
ta sé tiép tuc gitt cho ngon Itta 4y ctia 6ng van
tiép tuc chay, tiép tuc toa sang mai.

Nguyén Tho Sinh
Fort Worth, TX 2011
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