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Gioi thiéu

Nang 1a Vil Duong Quan chua, nhan sic tua déa phu dung, canh vang 14
ngoc diu dang,

Mudi nam trudce, tuyét roi, ngoai ngoéi miéu do nat ciru dugc mot tieu bach
ho,

Tir d6, duyén phan gan két nang va “No”....

Trén chg, mot nam tir ngo61 ban tranh, mot than 4o trang khé gidu vé tuan
lang,

D61 mat véi ac ba, han diém nhién khong s¢ hai, bong dang do lang 1€ tién
vao chiém gitr long nang,

Nang vi gitip hin ha gidn khong can than bi thuong, gitp rdi méi biét, thi
ra han 1a ké ‘tham tang bat 19°.

Sau d6, vao ban dém, hin dén Vuong phu, chi dé lai cho nang thudc chira
thuong,

Déng y thay nang vé& tranh chuc tho, hon nira con thuan phuc ngua hoang,
mua né cho nang.

Phat hién han mit lanh long mém, y thuat trac tuyét, nang cau xin hin chira
tri cho thir Vuong phi,
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Nhung hin lai hung hing cu tuyét, con té rd cing ngudi trong hoang that
‘khong doi troi chung’,

Hiéu cho khiic mic vé oan han cta han, nang khong thé lam gi khac hon 1a
tu di tim than y khac.

Sau khi quy gdi trén tuyét lanh dén ndi hén mé, tinh lai thdy anh mat nan
giai cua han,

Thi ra, mubn han pha 18 ctru ngudi khong phai khong duoc, ma 1a nang
trudc hét phai dang lén chinh minh...
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Chuong 1

Mot bé gai phan diéu ngoc mai dang ngdi trén thung gd khé cudi, doi chan
kha ai khong ngimg dung dua, cai banh bao von néng hoi trong tay di som
ngudi, nhung nang khong chit phat long, trén mit van nd nu cudi ngot ngao,
vui vé can mot cai.

Luc tro1 con sang, nang da 0’ chd nay, chd toi bay gio mat troi cling sap
xuéng nui, nang van khéng mubn roi di, thinh thoang rudén c6 nhin vé cudi
con dudng nho.

Mot con gi6 lanh dot nhién thoi qua, lao théng dén khudén mat nho nhén,
nang khong khoi rut co, tho dai mét hoi.

Troi cling sap to1 roi, tai sao phu than con chua quay veé?
“Vii Duong!”

Nghe duoc thanh 4m ém tai & phia sau, bé gai 1ap tirc ngdi thang lai, khuon
mit nho nhan do hong xoay qua nhin ngudi thiéu phu my 1& ding cach d6
khong xa. Téc mau than bong bénh nhu may den nhanh chi cai lai bang hai
cay trim don gian, nang mic 4o choang, dimg trong gié lanh van 10 ra tu thai
thanh nha.

“Mau than.” Doan Vii Duong khé& goi, thanh 4m non nét day diu dang.
“Ngoan.” Nuong cua nang gio tay vay nhe, “Xuong di, toi r6i, cing mau

than di vao nha nao.”
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Doan Vii Duong khong chan chir, tir trén thung gb nhay xubng, nhanh
nhen di té1 bén canh mau than. Nang nang khuén méat nhé nhan nhin guong
mat xinh dep duom budn cua mau than, “Phu than con chua quay vé a?”

“Pung vdy.” Cam ban tay nho bé ctia nit nhi, Muu Thuy Tam nghi cach
mim cuoi, “Chac 1a ngay mai.” P61 mat dep ciia nang nhin vé con duong
mon van khong thay bong dang phu quan, “Co 1€... C6 1€ 1a ngay mai s€ trd

1
A Y

Ve.

Doan Vii Duong nim tay méu than, ngoan ngodn di theo bén canh, cai
miéng anh dao nho nhan khong nhin dugce ty 1am bam noi, “Mau than, hom
nay... Phu than hom nay sé€ tr¢ lai, Vii Duong thay ma.”

Nghe 101 n61 nay, Muu Thuy Tam 16 ra mgt nu cuo1, xoa nhe khudon mat bé
xinh cua nit nhi. Luc nit nhi cat tieng khoc chao doi, nang biét rang dua tré
nay c6 nang luc tién doan duoc tuong lai.

“Vii Duong nhin thiy sao?” Nang 6n nhu mé miéng, “Phu than... Hom nay
nhat dinh s€ tré lai.”

“Da, phu than s& cung mau than va Vii Duong in banh hoa mai. Nhung
ma, mau than...” Ti€u Vi Duong hoang mang nhan 16ng may, chu cai mién
, M y
nhé nhan dung noi.

Muu Thay Tam khé hiéu cti dau nhin nit nhi, “Sao vay?” Nang nhe giong
hoi, “Vi Duong vira thay cai gi a?”

“Tait sao kiém cua phu than toan 1a mau?” Doan Vi Duong ngang dau, anh
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mat cham vao mau than, “Vii Duong s¢ lam! Rat sg!”

Ban tay dang nam nit nhi cia Muu Thiy Tam d6t nhién run ray, trong
nhay mat mot noi bat an dang 1én.

Ro1 di Miéu Cuong noi 16n Ién tir nho, sau khi sinh ha nit nhi, nang khong
hé tuy tién str dung ning luc tién doan cta minh nita, nang va phu quan tin
tudng thé gian tat thay déu co dinh sb, khong thé dua vao ndé ma lam thay doi,
néu khong s& gip tai hoa 10n hon. Nhung 1a...

Luc nay phia chan troi dot nhién noi 1én bao tuyét, tuyét roi khip troi, nang
nham mat lai, trong dau bong hi¢n 1én mdt hinh anh chép nhoang —

Théan thé nang cing do, 1an nita m& mat ra, cham rai ngang dau nhin bau
tro1 dém, sac troi den u dm, nhu c6 khi thé dé manh... Sdc mat nang chuyén
sang tai nhot, hiéu rang day la ménh tro1 da dinh chay khong khoi —

Giot mau trén thanh kiém

May un un kéo téi

Tai nan phu xudng

“Tiéu thu!” Tu D6 Linh & trong phong nho 1am bang tric, nhin thdy Muu
Thuy Tam vé mat tai nhot ding bén ngoai, 1ap tic di ra. “Ngay lanh thé nay,
sao nguoi1 lai mang theo tiéu tiéu thu ding bén ngoai? Mau vao thoi!”
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Muu Thity TAm thu hoi 4nh mat, yén ling nhin ty nit ciia minh.

“Tiéu thu?” Tu D6 Linh thdy 4nh mit tiéu thu, trong 1ong khong khoi thét
lai, “Sao vay?” Nang can than hoi.

Muu Thay Tam 16 ra mot nu cuoi yéu ot, “Thu don hanh 1y, ching ta can
phai di mau.”

Nghe mot cdu néi khong dau khong dudi, Tu D6 Linh ciing khong hoi
nhi€u, 18p tirc quay nguoi tré vé phong chuan bi hanh 1y.

“Linh nhi!” Muu Thity TAm chot nhé toi gi d6, khé goi mot tiéng.

“Vang.” Tu D0 Linh 1ap ttc dimg budc lai.

Mic du trdi rat lanh, nhung Muu Thuy Tam khéng vao cira, chi ngdi trén
ghé tric trude phong, day 1a phu quan dich than chém trac, tung khic tung
khuc ti mi lam cho nang.

Cudc song hanh phuc cua hai nguoq & chd nay da hon nira nam, vén dinh
khi tuyét dau mua roi xudng s& tro vé phu:0’ng Nam, nhu’ng ké hoach la1 thay
d6i. Nhin tuyét tring roi mit mu trudc mat, nang 6m lay nir nhi, dé ngoi trén
dui cia minh.

Tu D6 Linh cung kinh dting bén canh Muu Thuy Tam, chd tiéu thu mo
miéng.
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Nang theo tiéu thu dén bay gio, dao mat di qua bay nim, nhimg nim gan
day, co gia, tiéu thu ‘kiém diép tinh thdm’, cing nhau du son ngoan thuy,
cudc song troi qua hét stre hai long.

Khoang nira nam trudc, bon ho t&i noi héo lanh c6 dinh nti dep nhu tién
canh nay, co gia va ti€u thu quyét dinh luu lai may ngay, cho khi tro1 chuyén
lanh s& tr¢ vé phuong Nam, trd lai qué cii.

Khong nghi tdi, trudc khi di c6 mot nhém khach khong moi ma dén, cung
cd gia no1 chuyén hoi lau c6 gia lién dé lai cac nang, theo nhiing ngudi do roi
di.

Co6 gia c6 nodi, cham nhat 1a mét thang s€ tr¢ lai, nhung ma ky han mot
thang da qua, van khong thay bong dang c6 gia dau.

Cho dén sang nay, nang thay tiéu thu ddy that sém, lam moén banh hoa mai
ma cO gia va tiéu tiéu thu thich nhat, nang lién biét hom nay c6 gia s€ vé nha.

Tiéu tiéu thu Vi Duong mot muc & bén ngoai chd phu thin vé, nhung toi
bay gio tro1 da toi roi, cac nang van khong thay bong dang co gia.

Yén lang mot hoi, Muu Thuy Tam tham md miéng, “Co gia... 1at nira s€ vé
dén nha, chang qua la...” D61 mat dep sang trong ngudc 1€n, nang nhin thang
ty nit, “Neéu ta va c6 gia c6 gi bat trac, Vii Duong danh nho¢ cdy nguoi.”

Tu D6 Linh nghe vay ca nguoi chan dong, day mét hién vé kinh so, mudn
dudi theo hoi, 161 dén bén miéng nhung khong lam sao thot ra dugec.
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Nhin khudn mat tuyét my cta tiéu thu, 1ong nang roi xudng day coc, cting
tiéu thu 16n Ién, nang biét ro nang luc than bi kia cua ti€u thu hon bat ki
ngudi nao.

Céc nang sinh ra & Miéu Cuong, noi d6 ‘son minh thay td’, ‘diéu ngit hoa
huong’, thon lang may ngan nguoi an cu lac nghiép khong tranh quyén thé,
tir hinh thanh mot chén dao nguyén. Chuong quan lut 1& ¢ day, chinh 1a Hic
té ti cing Bach trudng 140, trén dudi tudn thu nghiém ngit, cudc sdng troi qua
don gian, thanh binh.

L3o gia 1a Vu Linh Héc té ti duoc nguoi nguoi kinh trong, dém xem tinh
tuong, than 13 hon ngoc quy trén tay Hic té ti, tiéu thu moi ra doi da duoc
trdi vu 4i ban cho ning luc du doan cat hung, phan than thong nay lam ldo
gia cam thay kiéu ngao khong thoi.

Vé phan ¢6 gia nha nang Dodn Liéu Pham, cung tiéu thu 14 thanh mai triic
ma, con la con trai 16n cua chu chudng luat phap — Vu Linh Bach truéong 1ao,
c6 phap luc tram yéu trr ma cao tham, hai ngudi nén duyén 1a do ong troi tac
hop, mén dang ho doi.

Nhung ma co gia cung tiéu thu khong mang danh loi, cho nén sau khi
thanh than, nhan duoc sy thong cdm cia phu mau hai bén, lién roi Miéu
Cuong, du son ngoan thity khap noi, mudn thudng thirc canh dep bén phuong
101 trd vé qué cil. Chang qua 13 hién tai...

“Tiéu thu,” Tu PO Linh budc minh d¢ nén cam xuc, cham rai quy bén canh
Muu Thuy Tam, doi mét to tron can than quan sat vé mat tiéu thu. Hém nay
tiéu thu lai mo miéng uy thac, nang biét nhat dinh c6 dai su sip sira xay ra.
“Chang 1& chung ta tranh khong thoat sao?”
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Muu Thuy Tam nhan nhat gat dau, “Nguoi mau thu don do dac, dén luc 1a
di ngay.”

“Khong dg1 c6 gia sao?

“Poi cht.” P6i mat dep cia Muu Thuy TAm nhin vé con duong mon ma
van khong thdy bong dang phu quin, “Chd tudng cong trd lai, chung ta an
mot bita com, nguoi mang theo Vii Duong ro1 di. Nhung ta va chang... Pa di
khong dugc nira.”

Piéu nay khong dung! Tu D6 linh lic dau, kéo tay nang noéi: “Tiéu thu,
néu nhu nguoi co thé bict trude bat trac, khong bang chung ta bay gio... «

“Khong dugce!” Muu Thuy Tam anh mat khong lung lay nhin nang, “Ta
cung cd gia ndi qua, chung ta tuyét d6i sé khong dung té1 nang luc lam thay
do6i thé vat bién hoa, du sao nghich thién ma di, cudi cung ciing chi c6 hau
qua bat hanh. Néu ta di theo cac nguoi, chi s cudi cling ngay ca nguoi va Vil
Duong ciing khong tron dugc. Hom nay néu mang ta da tuyét, ta s& nhan lay,
nhung nguoi va Vii Duong... Khong phai 1a nhu vay.”

“Tiéu thu!”

Tay Muu Thuy Tam nhe cham vao guong mit Tu D6 Linh, 6n nhu noi:
“Linh nhi, chung ta than nhau nhu ty mudi, nguoi 1a ngudi ma cudc doi nay
ta tin nhiém nhat, Vii Duong giao tay nguoi, ta ¢6 thé yén tdm. Nhung nguoi
phai nhé k¥ mot chuyén, tuyét di phai nhé rang — mang theo Vit Duong, ca
doi khong thé tré vé Miéu Cuong! Vi Duong tir nay vé sau phai mai danh an
tich, dung néi cho bt luan ké nao biét cha nd 1a Dodn Liéu Pham, mau than
la Muu Thuy Tam.”
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Nudc mit Tu DO Linh tran khoé mi.

“D1 di.” Muu Thuy Tam 6n nhu cudi moét tiéng, “Khong can mang qua
nhiéu do, chi can dén ngdi mi€u do nat ngay suon nui, thi s€ an toan.”

Tu Do Linh dung 1én, xoa di nudc mit, xoay ngudi vao trong phong thu
don.

Muu Thity TAm 6m chat than thé nho nhé trong nguc, tham luyén sy 4m ap
trén nguoi nit nhi. Pay 1a bao boi tran quy nhat cua cudc doi nang, trong
nguoi chay hai dong mau Doan, Muu — hai thé gia dirng dau Miéu tdc.

Nang vudt nhe mai téc nit nhi. Huyét thong ctia Vii Duong c6 thé mang
cho nod cudc song bat pham, nhung ciing ¢ thé khién nd chét tham. Néu co
thé lya chon, nang chi mong ca doi nit nhi an 6n, ddy 1a tAm nguyén duy nhat
ctia ngudi lam mau than.

“Thién dia than linh, néu qua that Thuy Tam da giy nén toi 16i, thi hom
nay xin hay dem tat ca tai hoa phu xudng trén nguoi ta, dimg lam khé dé ni
nhi cua ta.” Hit siu mot hoi, Muu Thity Tam trong long di quyét dinh, nang
tir bén hong minh lay ra mot day chuyén bac: gitta mat day chuyén c6 mot
doa hoa, trén d6 gan mot vién hong ngoc toa sang.

“Mau than, vién da nay that dep!” Anh mit Dodn Vi Duong long lanh
nhin bao thach.

“Pung vay, day la do 6ng ngoai dua cho nuong.” Muu Thuy Tam mim
cuo1 nhin nit nhi ciia minh, 6n nhu néi: “H6m nay nuong dua n6 cho Vi
Duong nhé?”
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“Vang.” Doan Vii Duong vui vé nhan lay.

“Pé nuong giup Vit Duong deo 1én.” Nang can than thit trén mat c4 chan
nit nhi, “Ca doi nay... Cling khong rat ra duge, Vii Duong khong dugc gian
do.”

Doan Vii Duong khé hiéu gat dau.

Soi day bac nay, 1a do than lyc Hic té ti Miéu Cuong may trim nim ché
thanh, vién hong ngoc ding mau cia té ti nhiéu doi mai tao nén. N6 von 1a
vat thd phung ¢ dén than, nhung hom nang theo phu quin roi Miéu Cuong, &
té dan, cha da tu tay giao nd cho nang.

Nhé khi d6, anh mat hién lanh cua cha nhu mudn ndéi lai théi, xem ra, 130
nhan gia cling d3 som biét s& c6 ngdy hém nay. Nhung néu ngay ca cha ciing
khong c6 luc xoay chuyén, vay lay niang luc ciia nang... Ciing chi co thé chap
nhéan sb ménh.

Nhin Tiéu Vii Duong hung phan cham vao soi ddy trén mat ca chan, nang
khong khéi 1§ ra mot nu cudi yéu 6t.

Mot khi Vit Duong deo soi dy nay, trir phi tré lai Miéu Cuong, dé cho
Hic té ti trudc té dan tu minh go xudng, néu khong chi c¢6 chét moi co thé
thdo ra. Quan trong nhét, sau khi deo 1én bat luan c6 nang luc than ki nao
cling s& mat hét, khong khac gi nguoi binh thuong.

So1 day bac nay s€ niém phong nang luc khong luong trude duge cua Vi
Duong, hy vong diéu nay c6 thé gilt dugc tinh mang cua nd, bao vé né ca doi.
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“Pung an nita.” Muu Thiy TAm khé& cudi 1ay di ntra banh bao trong tay nir
nhi, “Vao thoi, nwong c6 lam banh hoa mai cho con, tién thé cho Linh di xem
so1 day deo nay nhé.”

“Da.” Dodn Vii Duong hung phan nhay xuéng, nhin miu than, “Nuong,
nguoi khong di vao sao?”

Muu Thay Tam lic dau, “Nuong con mudn ngdi & day thém mot lat. Vi
Duong ngoan, vao di con.”

“Vang.” Doan Vii Duong con nhé tudi nén khong suy nghi nhiéu, nhe
nhang chay vao trong phong.

Nang hon hé vira chay vira nhin sg1 day bac trén chan, cho phu than tro lai,
nang muon cho phu than xem, muon 6ng thay dugc nang c6 mon do dep the
nay.

Bong tuyét khong ngu:ng roi xuéng ngu’0’1 Muu Thuy Tam, nhung nang
van ngdi lang yén tai chd, cho dén khi nghe tiéng v6 ngua don dap, méi cham
rai dung 1én.

Cuoi con dudong mon to1 xuat hién bong mdt nguoi ngoi trén ngua, co gang
di trong con bao tuyét.

Ngua dung lai, nguoi do6 lién kéo mii, voi va xudng ngua.

“Tuéng cong!” Muu Thiry Tam lap tirc tién dén, d& 14y ngudi nam tir.
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“Nhanh 1én!” Doan Liéu Pham cam chit iy tay nang, “Mang theo Vii

'79

Duong di mau!

Luc cham vao phu quan, nang 1ap ttrc phat hién trén ngudi han chay xudng
mot thur chat 1ong &m am, dua tay 1€n nhin, 1a méau dé tuoi dén khiép dam.

Nhin khuén mit tudn m§ nhung tai nhot cia han, mit nang cling khong
thay huyeét sac.

“Chung ta da di¢t bd toc chon bac!” Dodn Liéu Pham mé mi¢ng.

“Tuéng coéng...” Muu Thuy Tam yéu 6t nhin hin, “Vi sao chang phai lam
nhu vay?”

Thay vé mit binh tinh cta thé tir, Doan Liéu Pham & trong long tho dai,
xem ra nang da biét trudc nhirng gi han lam roi.

Tuy néi ngudi va yéu von khong cfmg gioi, nhu’ng khéng phai la yéu quai
thi déu ta ac, cling nhu khong phai tat ca con nguoi déu tbt dep, chi can nu:O’c
song khong pham nudc giéng, nguoi va yéu khac duong, coi nhu ciing séng
yén On vo1 nhau.

Hin hoc dugc mot than cong phu ké tuc to nghiép, co thé cung yéu quai
qua lai, cling biét tran phap Tru Ta tran yéu, nhung chinh bdi vi nhu thé, tir
nhé han d3 duoc day xu su phai chu y can than, tuyét khong lam sat ké vo t0i,
nhung 1an ndy... Tay han ddy mau tanh, diét Ho toc.
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“Co6 ho tinh mé hodc duong kim thai tir.” Sic mat Dodn Liéu Pham tai
nhot, thanh 4m suy yéu, hét thay ciing khong thé trach nguoi khéc, chi co thé
trach minh tin 1dam nguoi. “Nang con nhd Hoa Trac su huynh khong? Thi ra
hién tai han da 13 Quéc su duong triéu, mudi mudi cua han tro thanh Thai tir
phi, hém d6 chinh han phai ngudi dén day nho giap d, noi ho tinh nay da
khién thai tir phat dién, mong ta xuat thu tuong tro. Thai tir sé ké vi quan
vuong, gip chuyén bat tric, thién ha ciing rung chuyén, ta von tudng rang
lam vay 1a hanh thién, ai ngo... Pay lai 1a sai lam 16n.”

Hoa Tréac... Muu Thiy Tam lic ddu. Nang khong thich vi su huynh nay,
han mac du la dong mon cua phu quan, nhung da tam rat 16n, tinh tinh coc
can, sau khi thanh tai, lién ro1 xa qué huong dau khong ngoanh lai.

Nho¢ nam do, trude luc ro1 di, han con téi t€ dan mot chuyén, mudn mang
theo nang, nhung bi nang tir chdi thang thung. Bo1 ndy, nang vinh vién khong
quén do1 mat tran day duc vong nhin cham cham vao minh.

Qua may nam, tin tirc truyén vé ndi han da 1a qudc su, con duge hoang dé
coi trong, nhung du sao ciing 13 chuyén su huynh, bat luan vinh nhuc déu
khong lién quan dén hai vo chong nang, ai ngd bay gid phu quan vi nhé tinh
nghia d6ng mén ma pham phai sai 1am 16n.

“Tudng cong, néu di 1a vay,” nang gio tay 1én, nhe nhang phui di tuyét
trén toc han, “Pung dé trong long nita.”

“Nuong tir, nang khong hiéu.” Nhin khuon mit 6n nhu cia thé tir, Doan
Liéu Pham van phﬁn xau hod, “Vo cé giét ngudi trong HO tdc, khong chi vi
phu ta ddy tay ddy mau tanh, ma con day chung ta vao hiém canh.” Han bat
liy tay nang, “Vii Duong... Tén Hoa Trac biét d6i ta thanh hon, sinh ha duoc
Vit Duong... Hin mudn c6 con bé!”
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Nhac té1 bao boi trong long minh, nang cirng do, “Cai gi?”

“Su huynh biét Vii Duong 13 nit nhi cta chung ta, ning lyc bam sinh cta
Vi Duong 1a thr ma han mudn c6.”

Muu Thuy Tam chan dong. Hai vo chéng ho tir nho déu 16 ra nang luc trac
tuyét khac thuong, ma Vi Duong la cot nhuc cua ho, nang lyc cia nang hon
phu mau chac chan s€ gap chuyén.

“Su huynh muu d6 cudp ngdi, nang lyc linh thong ctia Vii Duong c6 thé
gitip hin, 1an diét HO Toc nay ciing 1a su huynh mot tay chu dao. Thai tr mic
dil ¢6 yéu ¢ gai Ho tdc, nhung cling khong dién, chang qua 1a tinh yéu don
thuan, ma su huynh dudi tdn giét tuyét, boi vi Thai tir cing HO toc sinh ha
mot dira con, ¢ thé trd thanh chudng ngai 16n nhat khi hin xung vuong.
Pang tiéc 1a ta di giét nang chon bac 4y, ciing chinh 13 Ho toc cong chia,
truée khi 1am chung nang ta di noi ra toan bd chan tudéng, ta méi biét minh
sai 1am, nhung d3 hét cach xoay chuyén.”

Muu Thity TAm nghe xong, sic mit cang 10 vé tring béch.

“Nhung trude khi su huynh ha thu, ta da ciru dugc hai tir kia, chi 1a né bi
thuong — han gap gap noi.

Anh mat nang dao quanh bon phia, “Pira bé kia dau?”

“Su huynh du6i theo ta, mang theo chi sg s€ co bat trac, cho nén ta dé no
trong son dong, lam phép an giau, chi can né khong ra, thi s€ khong c6 nguoi
tim duoc.”
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Doan Liéu Pham dung strc d¢ lai vét thuong dang khong ngimg chay méu,
bat budc minh phai tinh tdo. Han khong thé nga — it nhat phai chd dén khi vo,
con an toan.

“Su huynh lap tirc s& dudi theo téi day, con Ho tdc sau do cling s& truy
theo, ta... Ta s€ di tim dwra tré, mang n6 di tim tdc nhan cia minh, nang mang
theo Vii Duong, c6 thé di bao xa thi di, thoi gian khong con nhi€u nira r61!”

“Vang.” Nang c0 hét strc diu hdan vao nha. “Thiép c¢6 nau com, lic sang
som con lam mon banh hoa mai ma chang va Vii Duong thich nhat, gio
chang tr¢ vé, chliing ta cung an bira com doan vién nha?”

29

“Nuong tu, hién tai lac nay... —

Po6i mat dep ctia Muu Thily Tam lang lang nhin phu quéan, ngudi nam tir
ma cudc doi nay nang doc hét tat ca dé yéu. “Tudng cong, thiép va chang
trén khong thoat dau. Thiép di theo chang ciru hai tir kia, nhung... Ching ta
s& tron khong thoat.”

Doan Liéu Pham bong nhién tram mdc. Nhin vé mit diém tinh lam rung
dong 1ong nguoi cua thé tir, hoi 1au, han givong khoe miéng 1én.

“That sao?” Han biét 1o nang luc cua ai the, néu nang da noi, nhét dinh
chinh 1a chay khong thoat. “Pugc, vay vi phu s€ cung nuong tor thuong thirc
blta com ngon.”

Hai nguoi vao nha, Doan VUi Duong vira nhin thay cha, 1ién hung phan
chay 1én trudc, 6m ¢6 han, “Phu than.”
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“Vii Duong...” Doan Liéu Pham c¢6 suc gio tay, vo dau nit nhi.

“Vii Duong doi phu than lau lam r61,” nang kéo cha niing niu no6i, “Phuy
than tré vé that muon.”

“Xin 16i con.” Dodn Lidu Pham cudi, “Dé cho Vi Duong phai doi lau.”
Muu Thuy Tam 6n nhu huéng bén trong nha goi: “Linh nhi!”

Tu Do Linh nghe duoc tiéng kéu, 1ap tirc di ra, vira nhin thdy Dodn Liéu
Pham, khong khoi ca kinh, “Co gia? Nguoi da vé?”

“Ping vay.” Doan Liéu Pham cham rai ngoi xudng.

“T61 day cung nhau dn com di.” Muu Thuy Tam nhe noi, “Ching ta da lau
ro1 khong ng61 chung mot ban.”

“Da.” Tu D6 Linh voi vang thém com, tin rang chi can co gia trd lai, tat ca
cling s& khong co viéc gi. Du sao ¢b gia nha nang vd cong cao cudng, than
thong quang dai, chi cAn c6 nguoi, ding noi 1a ngudi, cho du 1a yéu ma quy
quai ciing s& chang sao.

Nhung khi nang quay ngudi lai, anh mat lo dang bong thay phla duéi chd
co gla dang ngoi tu:ng giot mau d6 twoi nho xudng, long nang chan dong, 10
so ngang dau, nhin sic mat tai nhot ctia ¢ gia mot cai, lai chuyén sang tiéu
thu.
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Théy khoe miéng tiéu thu givong 1én ny cudi diém dam, duong nhu da biét
trudc tat ca, nang im ling, khong noi them gi ntra. Nang mang com thém Ién,
héc mit rung rung, lang lang ngdi xudng.

“Phy than.” Trong nha chi c6 Dodn Vii Duong khong hiéu chuyén, vé mit
ngay tho chi xuong chan minh.

“Phu than xem nay! Nuong cho con s¢1 day bac d6.”

Dodn Liéu Pham liéc nhin mot cai lién nhan ra, biét viéc deo né c6 y nghia
gi. Han nhin v€ phia thé tir cia minh, xem ra Thuy Tam da biét trudc ndng
luc cia Vi Duong s€ dem dén hoa sat than, nén mdéi ra quyét dinh nhu thé.

“An di.” Muu Thuy Tam cuoi mot tiéng, “An xong bita ndy, Linh nhi s&
phai mang Vi Duong roi di.”

Doan Liu Pham khéng dé ¥ t6i thuong tich do kiém dam trén thit lung
minh van dang chdy m4u, thé tir n6i may cau don gian, du dé han hiéu duoc
nang da sap xep tat ca.

Cho nén hin nhin Tu D6 Linh noi: “Linh nhi, Vii Duong danh nho ciy
nguoi. Pai an dai dic cia nguoi, ta voi Thuy Tam ki€p sau nhat dinh bao
dap.”

Khoée mat Tu Do Linh day 18, nhung nang khong dé né roi xubng, “Co gia
dirng né1 nhu vay, day la viéc Linh nhi nén lam.”

“Tudng céng yén tam di.” Muu Thay Tam gap chat thirc an thay phu quén,
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“Thiép tin tudong Linh Nhi nhat dinh s& cham soc t6t cho Vii Duong.”

Doan Liéu Pham sau kin nhin vé mit diu dang cua ai thé, kh& mim cuoi,
vuon tay vuot dau nit nhi. Cau than linh phu hd cho nir nhi cia han va Thuy
Tam c6 thé binh an vo su!

Mot bita com dién ra trong khong khi yén binh day dau thuong.

Doan Vii Duong dn xong banh hoa mai, Muu Thuy Tam lién ldy ra khin
tay, dem banh hoa mai con du cho vao trong, dua té1 vat 4o cua nit nhi, “Vi
Duong, cho con nay.”

Tiéu Vii Duong hung phan nhan lay.

“That 1a.” Muu Thuy Tam O6n nhu nhin con, “Dé sau nay tu tir an.”
: y Y

Nang vui vé gat dau.

Muu Thay Tam ngang 1én, nhady mat v4i phu quan, tiép theo trong tich tic,
Doan Liéu Pham vuon tay, tim huy¢t dao trén tran nit nhi, thady nang 1ap tuc
ngap mot cai, guc xuong ban ngu say.

“P1 d1.” Muu Thuy Tam kim nén nudc mat, nhin ty nitr cia minh can dan.

Tu D6 Linh d¢ xubng chua x6t trong 1ong, gat dau, mang theo boc quan 4o
don gian, 6m lay tieu ti€u thu, di ra khéi phong tric.
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Ngoai phong, tuyét traing bay mit mu, nang ciing khong biét nén di noi nao,
chi c6 thé diing cam budc trén con duong tuong lai mo mit khong thé biét
trudc.

Trong diu nang, mai nhé 10i cla tiéu thu — dén chét ciing khong thé mang
theo ti€u ti€u thu tr¢ vé Mi€u Cuong.

Tiéu Vi Duong khong biét cai gi danh thire minh, khé dong day co thé, mé
mat ra.

Nang xoa xoa hai mat, t0 mo quan sat canh vat la lam bon phia, 1a mot
ngo61 mi€u do nat.

Nang nhd rd minh dang cung phu than, mau than in banh hoa mai, sao bay
gi0 lai & cho nay?

Muon anh sang tir dong ltra cach d6 khong xa, nang chi thiy Linh di bén
canh, khong c6 phu mau ctua nang.

Can than roi khoi tay Linh di, banh hoa mai van dang trong vat 4o cia
nang, nhung ma...Phu than, mau than dau?

Nang dtmg 1én, cb stc kiéng mili chan nhin ra ngoai ctra s, nhung voc
dang that sy qua thap, khong cach nhin thay canh vat ngoai phong nhu y
muon.

Quay dau lai nhin Linh di mot cai, thay Linh di van ngu say, vi vy nang
kéo ctra miéu m& ra mot cai khe nhd, len 1én chay ra ngoai.
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Bén ngoai bio tuyét bay tan loan, lanh qua...Con dudng nho trudc mait
duong nhu nhin khong thay to1 khiic cudi, du sao troi cling da gan sang. Nang
ruon cO, khong ngung nhin quanh, nhung van khong thay phu than cung mau
than.

Xoay minh, nang phat hién mot bong tring tron dang dong day cach do
khong xa, lién hieu ky di toi.

Mot tran gi6 manh thdi qua, lam nang nga oach trong dé)ng tuyét, nhung
nang khong tur bo y dinh, dung ca tay chan bo qua do.

Thi ra 13 mdt con tiéu bach ho nam trong dong tuyét, hoa cting nhitng bong
trang dang roi xuong trong that ddng yéu, nhin bo dang né lanh dén phat run,
duong nhu khong di duoc nira.

Chan chd mot chut, thién tinh thién luong khién nang vuon tay 6m lay no.

Trong chép nhoang, doi mat von dong chat bong moé ra, d6 1a mot doi hic
mau dang tda sang.

Anh sadng nhu sao ay lam Doan V{i Duong mim cuoi, tran an noéi: “Ti€u
ho, ti€u ho, sao nguoi lai & cho nay? Cha me nguoi dau?”

Nang nhe nhang vudt b 16ng mém mai, cha y thay trén mau tring nhu
tuy€t co6 vét mau do tuoi.

“Nguoi bi thuong r6i, c6 dau 1dm khong?” Nang nhe nhang dem né 6m
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vao nguc, trong gid tuyeét cham cham quay lai ngoi miéu do.

Trong miéu vi c6 cui, cho nén so v&i bén ngoai am ap hon nhiéu.

Linh di van ngu say, Doan Vii Duong rén rén 6m tiéu ho hudng ti dong
Itra di toi.

“Nguoi nhan nai mot chut, doi 1at nita sé am 1én théi.” Nang tim duogc vét
thuong trén chan no, lay ra chiéc khin tay nhé mau than lam cho nang, budc
lai, “Tro1 sang, cha me nguoi s€ td1 tim nguoi, ta cling mudn di tim cha me
ta.” Nang nhe giong néi véi tiéu hd, roi sau d6 giéng nhu 1a nhd toi cai gi,
can than ldy banh hoa mai ra, “PAay la nuong cho ta, bao 14 tir tir an... Nguoi
mudn an khong?”

Tiéu ho hit ha, veon dau ludi liém mot cai, von cho 1a n6 khong an, nhung
khong nghi té1 cai miéng nho can vai miéng da an hét.

Doan Vi Duong mim cuoi.

Cho no6 thoa man an xong, than thé cling khong con run ray nhu trudc,
nhung béi vi khong yén long, nang cho n6 vao trong 40 bong cua minh, vo
vo, “Ngoan ngoan mdt chut nao...”

Khong biét qua bao 1au, nhan thay tiéu ho khong run nita, nang cti dau liéc
nhin, chi thady n6 nham mat lai, an 6n ngu thiép di.

Nang cuoi mdt tiéng, cling ndm bén canh dong lra, mo mo mang mang
tién vao mong dep.
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Nhung vira chop mat chait xiu, nang di bi mot tiéng vang that 1on 1am giat
minh, tinh day, con chua kip phan tng, cad nguoi da bi mot ban tay bat lay.

Nang khong nhin dugc thét choi tai, thanh am khién Tu D6 Linh dang ngu
say phai tinh giac.

Tu D6 Linh béng choc mé mat, dudi tay, méi biét duoc tiéu tieu thu khong
& bén canh mmh ngang dau nhin 1én, lién thiy trudc mit co gan hai mu:(n
ngudi mac 4o quan mau trang, mot nguodi trong d6 con dang gitr lay tiéu ticu
thu, than thé nang ctmg do.

“Cac nguoi lam cai gi vay?” Nang 16n tiéng huéng dén ngudi 4o trang
dang gilr ti€u ti€u thu quat: “Mau budng tay ra!”

“Chung ta khong muon da thuong nguoi.” nguoi bat Doan Vi Duong la
mot 120 nhan dau téc bac trang, vé mat hién hoa, “Lao phu chi 1a mudn hoi
mot cau.”

“Mubn h01 th1 c6 thé,” Tu D6 Linh ¢b nén sy hoang hét, “Trudc tién dé
con bé xudng.”

Lo nhan nghi mot 1at, cudi cung tha Dodn Vii Duong xudng dat.

Tu D6 Linh lap tic kéo tiéu tiéu thu vé bén canh minh. Pay 14 sinh mang
cua tiéu thu, du phai trd bang bat cir gia nao cling phai bao v¢ chu toan.

Nang lién tiép lui budc, vé mit canh giac quan sat nhitng ké 4o trang trong
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ngo1 mi€u do nat.

“Céc nguoi c6 nhin thay mot dira bé— A khong! 1a mot con tiéu bach hd?”

“Khoéng c¢6.” Tu D6 Linh lac dau, “Ngoi miéu nat ndy khong rong, cic
nguoi co thé tu minh luc soat, khong nén dong tay dong chan.”

Lo nhan ra hiéu, nhitng nguoi phia sau hin lap tirc phan tan ra bén phia
tim kiém.

“Co6 nuong...” Han hoai nghi danh gia nang, “C6 thé mao mudi hoi mot
cau hay khong, tai sao cac nguoi lai & noi hoang vu nay?”

“Ta...” Nang canh giac tra 101: “Co lién quan gi t&i Ong!”

“Pung 14 khong lién quan dén 140 phu. Chang qua...Trén ngon nui nay cd
mot gia dinh ho Doan, khong biét c6 quan hé gi véi ¢6 nuong khong?”

“Khoéng c¢6!” Tu D6 Linh 1anh thanh tra 101, nhung troi méi biét chan nang
dang phat run. Nang 6m chit tiéu tiéu thu, “Ta khong biét ho Dodn gi ca.
Ta... Ty ty ta mat som, dé lai bé gai nay, chiing ta khong noi nuong tua, dya
vao viéc tim cti mang dén chg ban, kiém chut bac vun dé sdng qua ngay.
Hom nay 1€n nui, ai biét troi dot nhién ndi bio tuyét, lam ta cung con bé lac
duong, bat dic di méi phai nhém lira nghi ngoi & ngdi miéu nay mot dém,
cho troi sang s& tim duong xubng ndi vé nha.”

Lao nhan vudt chom rau cua minh, hang 16ng may tram ngam, duong nhu
dang xem x¢&t tinh chan that trong 161 no1 cua nang.
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“Bam Trudng 3o, khong c6.” May nguoi di luc soat tr¢ lai bén canh lao
nhan, nhe giong noi.

“Rét cude 1a da di dau?” Lao nhan khong khoi nhiu may, 1dm bam noi,
“Pao nhan ho Doan bién tiéu chu tir thanh tiéu hd mang di, hién tai dao nhan
kia cting vo hin bi tht ha Qudc su giét chét, nhung dam nguoi cua tridu dinh
tim khap noi van khong thay tiéu hd, cho nén tiéu hd nhat dinh con ¢ trén
ngon ndi nay... Tiép tuc tim! Tuyét d6i khong dé cho tic nhan ra tay trudc
mot bude!”

Nghe duoc 16i 130 nhan..., sic mat Tu Po Linh trang béch. Co gia clng
tieu thu nha nang... Pa chét. Trong mot thoang than thé nang khong cach nao
dimg virng duoc.

Nang cti dau nhin Dodn Vi Duong, thiy khudén mit ngiy tho cua tiéu tiéu
thu, can ban khong biét phu mau minh da chét, nang kiém giot 1€ trong hoc
mat, Om chat ti€u ti€u thu.

“Vi ¢6 nuong ndy,” Lio nhan dang mudn roi di, nhung nhé t6i cai gi do,
1y ra mot tai bac dit 1én tay Tu D6 Linh, “Pem céi ndy cat di. Mot ¢6 nuong
nhu nguoi ma mang theo mot dira bé thi cudc sdng cuc kho 1am, dimg ¢ day
nira, noi nay khong con binh yén dau.”

Xem ra, 120 nhan von khong quen biét nay cling khong phai 1a nguoi xau,
nén nudc mat, Tu Do Linh ci dau 6n nhu noi, “Cam on.”

Tiéu ho dugc Doan Vi Duong giau trong nguc c¢o6 1€ 1a vi b1 6m chat, cho
nén khong thoai mai tinh lai, n6 giat minh, nang lap tirc cui dau, vo vo 4o
bong trudc nguc minh.
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“Pay 1a gi?” Lio nhan cha ¥ t6i dong tac ctia nang, lap tic nhin thiang
nang, 6n hoa trén mat chuyén sang nghiém nghi.

Doan Vii Duong lap tic stmg sot, 6m chit tiéu ho, rac vao trong 1ong Tu
D6 Linh.

“Noi1!” Lao nhan v01 vang td1 gan cac nang, ti€éu ho vao lac nay gidy dua tu
trong vat 4o nang thoat dau ra.

Anh mat 130 nhan 13p tirc sang 1€n, dudi tay, Om tiéu ho vao 1ong nguc cua
ong.

“Tiéu hd = Doan Vil Duong mudn doat lai, nhung bi Tu Po Linh nhanh
tay kéo lai.

Tu D6 Linh gian tai mat hoi: “Tai sao lai co tiéu ho ¢ day?”

“Vira 16i...” Dodn Vii Duong ngip ngimg. Nang chua bao gio nhin thiy bo
dang Linh di hung dit nhu vay.

Tu D6 Linh kéo nang, v01 no6i véi 1ao nhan: “Ptra tré con nho, chi l1a vo
tinh... Cling khong phai 1a c¢6 y Itra gat ngai...”

Doan Vii Duong thay thé, doi mat trong veo d6 1én, vi minh giai thich “Ta
moi1 di ra ngoai, thay ti€u ho vira lanh lai bi thuong, ta thay no to1 nghiép,
mo1 Om vao trong ma.”
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“Vii Duong, con...” Tam Tu D06 Linh cang thang, vira thuong vira ttrc,
ludng cudng nhin 130 nhan, “Vi lao gia nay, ta -

“Dung noi nita.” Nhin chiéc khan tay cOt trén chan tiéu ho, vé mat von tic
gian cta 130 nhan chuyén sang nhu hoa, lac ndy méi can than cti dau quan
sat Doan Vii Duong — that 1a mot bé gai phan diéu ngoc mai, dira nho nay 1on
1én c6 thé s& tré thanh m§ nhan nghiéng nudc nghiéng thanh. “Tiéu nha dau,
day l1a nguoi lam sao?”

Dodn Vii Duong git dau, hudng 13o nhan vuon tay, “Tra tiéu hd lai cho
tal”

L3o nhan triu mén nhin nang, lac dau, “Lio gia gia khong thé dem tiéu hd
cho nguoi, bat qua vin mudn thay tiéu ho da ta, néu khong c6 nguoi, ta nghi
n6 da som chét rét bén ngoai roi. Pai 4n nay, c¢6 co hoi 130 gia ta nhat dinh s&
bao dap.”

“Khong dugc!” Nang kién quyét lac dau, con nguoi cia nang va ti€u ho
nhin nhau, trong long dang 1én cam gidc khong nd, “Ta mudn ti€u ho, nd 1a
bang hiru cua ta.”

“Vii Duong!” Tu D6 Linh nhe trach mot tiéng. Nang khong dam mao hiém
deé cho ti€u ti€u thu bdi vi mot con chon bac ma bi bat cir thuong ton gi.

“Nhung ma Linh di...”

“Lao gia gia mudn dan ti€u ho trd vé tim mau than.” Lao nhan nhe giong
md& mi¢ng, cat ngang 101 no1 cia Vii Duong, “Cho nén, nguoi dé 1ao gia gia
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mang tiéu ho di dugc khong?”

“No mudn tim mau than u...” Dodn Vil Duong trAm mic, ling yen nhin d01
mat den cua né. Tiéu hd han nén di tim me, boi vi nang cling muon tim mau
than cua minh, vi vay quyet dinh xong nang cham rai 10 ra mdt nu cuoi. Nang
dua tay vO vd tiéu ho, “Tiéu hd phai ngoan ngodn nghe 101 130 gia gia do,
mau trd vé tim me nguoi di.”

That 12 mot ti€u nha dau dang yéu. Lao nhan vudt rau, ddy mat cd chut
khen ngoi doi voi nang.

“Trudng 130!” MOt bach v nam tir tir bén ngoai chay vao, than sic hot
g ot bach y g ay ,

hoang, “Ngudi cua trieu dinh da dudi té1! HO chu... H6 cha vo ¥ roi xuong
khe nii.”

Lao nhan nghe tin, sac mat lap tuc bién doi.

“Ruat lut!” Trudce khi ro1 di, han gat dau mot cai véi Tu PO Linh va Doan
Vi Duong, “Sau nay s€ con gap lai. Tro1 vira sang cling nén nhanh mang dura
bé xudng nui, not nay khong thé ¢ lau.”

Tiép d6, tya nhu ltc dén, hai muoi may ngudi trong nhay mat bién mat &
trong tuyét.

Théy moét man ki la trudc mat, stc lvc Tu D6 Linh gén nhu can kiét,
budng Doan Vi Duong ra, ngoi bét trén mat dat.

Nghi ti tin tirc vira nghe duoc, co gia cung tiéu thu nha nang so rang da
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gap nan... Nang khong kiém dugc, vanh mat dé 1én, khoc nlre no.

“Linh di?” Doan Vii Duong giuvong ban tay nho bé nhe cham guong mat
w6t dAm cia Linh Nhi noi: “Linh di ding khoc, xin 16i, Vii Duong s& ngoan
ma.”

Tu D06 Linh 6m chat tiéu ti€u thu, chi c6 thé lac dau, khong cach nao méd
miéng. Pang thuong nhat chinh la dra bé nay, tir nay vé€ sau s€ khong con
cha me bén canh nira.

Nhung ma su bi thuong cta nang khong thé giir lai 1au, bén ngoai ngdi
miéu d6 nhanh chong truyén dén nhiing tiéng vang 16n xon.

“Bam Vuong gia, & day c6 mot ngoi miéu.”

Cung véi tieng ho, mot bong dang cao 16n xuat hién tai ctra miéu.

Ly Nhac gio tay phui tuyét bam trén ngudi, ngon lra 4m 4p bén trong
khién cho han thé ra mot hoi, su mét moi lan truyén khap co thé.

Bay gio hén qua that c6 chat mét, troi con chua sding mat 1€nh da dén, phan
phé han 13p tic tdp hop binh linh, ngua khong ngung vo chay td1 noi day,
ngay ca thoi gian nghi ngoi lay hoi cling khong co.

Vira vao trong miéu, han dinh than nhin lai, hoi giat minh thay mot c6 gai
tré Om chat mot bé gai, vé mat hoang s¢o nhin han cham cham.
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“Lam phién c6 nuong.” Han hitu I€ nhe giong noi.

Trén mit Tu D6 Linh van con udt do nude mat, 6m Dodn Vii Duong
khong ngung lui v€ sau, cho dén khi dan lay vach tuong mai théi. Nang mo
to do1 mat, so hai nhin cham cham doan binh linh truedc mat.

Long nang kinh hoang, Doan gia hom nay ctra ndt nha tan cling boi vi vi
quoc su xau xa cua triéu dinh — Hoa Trac, ma nhiing ngudi nay rd rang cling
la ngudi cua triéu dinh.

Nhin d6i mat vi so hdi ma tron to clia nang cing than thé khong tu chi
dugc dang run ray, Ly Nhac khién anh mat minh tré nén nhu hoa, givong
khoe miéng, “Co nuwong ché hoang sg, bon vuong chang qua la téi chd nay
tim mot chit dd, 1ap trc s€ ro1 di. Xin hoi ¢c6 nuong co théy mét con tiéu hd
khong?

Tiéu hd?

Tu D6 Linh can moéi duoi, sau do lac dau, tay cling theo ban nang che
miéng Dodn Vii Duong, chi sg con bé con nho, s€ ndi ra di€u gi sai lam, kho
thoat hoa sat than.

Bon ho ciing ¢ day tim tiéu hd ma cb gia 1am phép trudc khi chét? Xem ra
khong c6 ai bi€t bi mat ctia con ti€u ho kia, dang tiec nang hi¢n tai khong thé
nghi quéa nhiéu, chi mudn minh cung ti€u ti€u thu binh yén rut lui.

Nang ngdm chit miéng, nhin binh linh d& bat dau luc soat bén phia ngdi
miéu.
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“Bam Vuong gia, khong c6 gi ca.” Binh si diéu tra khong thu hoach duoc
gi trd lai trude mat Ly Nhac bam béo, “Chi 1a Quoc su ¢6 phai ngudi td1 phan
pho, bat luan 1a ngudi nao, néu nhin thay cling déu phai dua veé tra xét.”

Quodc su? Tu D6 Linh c6 ging dé mat minh khong bién sdc, nhung vo
dung, than thé nang van nhin khong duoc ma run Ién. M6t khi b1 dan téi
trude mat Quoc su, tuong lai nang va ti€u tiéu thu co thé s€ khong con.

Ly Nhac nhin vi c6 nuong trudc mat, thay trén mit nang van con dong
nudc mat, than thé nho nhan dang run ray, nang so hai rd rang nhu thé, anh
mat ctia han khong khéi diu xudng —

“Chi 1a mot nit nhan mang theo dtra bé, c6 gi phai tra xét cht?” Miéng han
nhéch 1én, nhan nhat noi.

Loi cua han khién cho Tu D6 Linh nhu trat duoc ganh nang, cam kich
ngang dau lén.

Ly Nhac khé cuoi voi1 nang mot tiéng, xoay nguoi roi di.

“Linh di, bon ho 1a ai vay?” Doan Vi Duong nhé giong hoi.

“Ngoan nao.” Tu D6 Linh vo vé noi: “Dung hoi, khong c6 chuyén gi doi
lat nira Linh di sé dua con xudng nti.”

Nghe dugc hai nguot néi chuyén véi nhau, Ly Nhac dot nhién dung budce
lai, Tu P6 Linh thady dong tac ctia han, long nang nhu bi treo ling lo gitra
khong trung.
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Han xoay nguoi mot cai lién bat gdp vé mat cia nang, cam thay cuc ky thu
vi. Xem ra b€ ngoai cua han han t€¢ hon so vd1 suy nghi, néu khong sao chi
can doi mat cua han da khién nir nhan nay 10 ra bd dang hoang s¢ nhu vay?

“Nguoi dau!” Han mo miéng ha 1énh, “Mau chuan bi xe ngua, dua cac
nang xuong nui!”

“Tuan 1énh.” Binh linh 1ap tc thi hanh.

“Khong can dau.” Tu D6 Linh lac dau lién tuc nhu danh trong, “Troi da
sang ro1, ta ¢ thé tuy minh tim dugc duong xudng nai.”

“Hié¢n tai trén ngon nui nay co rat nhiéu binh linh, néu bi Quoc su bat gap,
bon vuong cling khong ddm dam bao han s€ gay ra chuyén gi. Ta phai nguoi
dua cac nguoi xudng nui, thi s€ khong c6 ai lam kho dé cac nguoi.”

Ly Nhac dd som cam thay nghi ngd ddi véi vi Qudc su duoc phu hoang
trong dung nay, hon nita con timg nghe noi rat nhiéu vé viéc giét nguoi tan
bao cia y, chi tiéc 10i ctia han lai khéng duoc phu hoang tin tuéng, phu
hoang con 1am chu dé cho hoang huynh cia han, ciing chinh 1a duong kim
Thai tir cudi mudi mudi cia Qudc su.

Viéc di dén nudc nay, hén dinh sau dam cuéi cua hoang huynh cho 1€nh
ro1 xa kinh thanh, ty nguyén phong thu bién cuong, nham mat lam ngo.

Mac du nhu thé, Qudc su tua hd con khong dinh bo qua cho han, vi vay
cudi mua xuan ndm trudce, han bi budc phai nhanh chong té6 chirc ddm cudi
v6i biéu mudi ciia Quoc su, trd thanh quan h¢ thong gia. B&i vi méi quan hé
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nay, ngoai mat, han khong doi dich cung Quoc su, d¢ nén sy bat man xudng
day long, quan hé gitta hai nguoi, noi trang ra chinh la nudc song khong
pham nudc giéng.

Nhung ma, Quéc su bay gio duge voi lai doi tién, trude d6 khong 1au noi
xuét hién mot hang 6 hd ly 1am loan, con c¢6 ho ly tinh vao cung, 1am yéu
phép khién hoang huynh han bi dién, vi giai ciru hoang huynh, cho nén phai
tiéu diét HO toc.

Han phong tha bién cuong nhiéu nam, dugc biét dén véi su thién chién
vang danh khip thién ha, Qudc su lai hét long, cho du tAm tran day khong
mudn, ciing chi ¢6 thé mang binh dén day hiép tro.

Chang qua 1 vira méi dén, bon ho da sém danh cho yéu quai phai chay
tron khap noi, bay gid con chua nghe dugc 101 giai thich cua Qudc su lai co
1énh phai tim tiéu ho, nghe no1 giét nd6 madi co thé chat dat moi tai hoa.

Nhung ma ngon nui day tuyét rdng 16n nay, mudn tim mot con tieu ho bd
de lam sao?

Nhin vi ¢d nuong gay yéu trudc mat, néu that dem nang dan t6i trudc mit
vi Quoc su tan ac kia, tuy tién bia mot t01 danh cling du khién nang chiu
khong dugc.

“Yén tam di, c6 nwong.” Ly Nhac nhin Tu D6 Linh, vuon tay téi nang,
“Bon vuong the, s€ khong thuong ton c6 cung dira bé nay.”

Vao lac nay, Tu D6 Linh cho du c6 bat ky hoai nghi hay bat an nao, ciing
chi c6 thé tam thoi chap nhan an bai, du sao nang cling khong thé mao hiém
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dé cho tiéu tiéu thu bi thuong ton. Nang khong thé hoan toan tin nhiém nam
tor khi vii hién ngang truéc mat, nhung it ra han 1a an toan hon so véi dung
trude Quoc su.

Nang ngang dau lén chuyén chi nhin vé mat on nhu ctua han, tam béi vi
han mim cuo1 ma c6 chut rung dong, cho nén, nang cham rai dua tay nam lay
han —
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Chuwong 2

Tuy la dau mua dong, nhung noi bién cuong da sém co6 tuyét roi, mo mit
ca mot vung.

Han khi lanh nhu bang lam t€ cong ca hai ban tay Doan Vii Duong, nhung
nang khong quan tam, d61 mat to tron van chdp chdp quan sat bon phia.

Nang dang mic mot chiée 4o choang mii mau tim, che hon phan nira khudn
mit, nhung van kho nén hung phan trong long, nhe nhang di dao trén pho
phuong nao nhiét.

“Quén chua!” Do dai nwong vé mit kho s bude nhanh theo nang, khé goi,
“Nguoi cham mot chut, kéo bi phat hién.”

Nghe thiy c6 tiéng néi tir phia sau, Dodn Vii Duong — A khong! Tir mudi
nam trudc, sau khi Can Vuong gia Ly Nhac thu nhan nang 1am nghia ni,
nang da khong mang ho Dodn nita ma stra thanh ho Ly, vi thé, hién nhién
hién tai my nhan nay tén la Ly Vi Duong. Nang khong con 1a dan thuong
mic 40 vai, ma 1a Quan chua Vi Duong canh vang 14 ngoc ctia Can Vuong
phu.

Thoi gian troi qua rat nhanh, dao mat d3 mudi nim, von 1a mot bé gai xinh
xan dén gio da c6 dau hiéu trudng thanh ctia mot thién tién giai nhan. Ngoai
hinh Ly Vii Duong khong bang nhiing ¢ gai phuong Bac cao 16n khoe
manh, nhung lai c¢6 cai phong tinh xinh dep dong long nguodi cia my nir
phuong Nam.

Lai nghe Do dai nuong & mot bén bt déc di than tho, Ly Vi Duong khong
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nhin dugc ngudc mat nhin tro1, nghe 161 bude cham.

Du sao day cling la co hdi ma nang da rat vat va cho doi dé c6 theé roi khoi
phu mot cach quang minh chinh dai, nang khong muon maéi dao vai vong lai
bi “thinh” tr¢ vé Vuong phu.

Khong 1au nira 1a 1€ mung ndm méi ro1, khong khi khap moi néo duong
tran day han hoan, ron rang cung ban rdn chon mua hang Tét.

Troi mac du d6 tuyét, nhung van khong lam giam bau khong khi, canh
tuong ndo nhi¢t nay lam trén mat Ly Vi Duong luén né nu cuoi.

Linh di von cho 1 hién nay than phan nang la mot Quan chuta, khac trudc
rat nhiéu, 13 tiéu thu khué cac khong nén xuat dau 16 dién. Vi nguyén nhan
nay, Vii Duong khong duoc ra khoi Vuong phu ntra budce, nén ludn luon
budn buc.

Gan déy, nang con nghe néi Linh di cung Vuong gia nghla phu ban bac véi
nhau, ¥ dinh tim mot nha mon dang ho d6i dé nang xuat gia... Nghi toi day,
Ly Vi Duong khong khoi chép miéng.

Dbi v6i viee 1y chong nang that su khong thich, nhung ciing s& khong dai
dot dem suy nghi trong dau noéi ra, vi Linh di s€ lai 161 mot dong dao 1y ra
khuyén bao.

Du da nhiéu ndm trdi qua, nhung trong thim tAm nang van nhé khoang
thoi gian dugc cung cha me du son ngoan thuy, dan theo nam thang, chi c6
thé ky vong tai hién lai trong nhiing giac mo.
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Sau dém béo tuyét rét lanh d6, nang chua timg thay phu mau minh nita, khi
ay con nho tudi nang khong hiéu chuyén, thinh thoang di hoi Linh di.

Nhung Linh di chi can nghe nang m¢ miéng nhac dén phu mau, hoc mat s¢€
lai d6. Khong muon xem bd dang Linh di dam 1€, nén s 1an noi té1 ngay
cang it di, ve sau lai cang khong nhac nira.

Nang nghe 10i Linh di, quén di minh 1a Do&n Vi Duong, chdp nhan cudc
song cam y hoa phuc cua mot Quan Chua trong Can Vuong phu.

Lan nay néu khong phai vi Vii Duong cau xin sudt may ngay, khién Linh
di bi lam phién, rot cudc ciing dong ¥ cho nang ra phd, bang khong nang sao
c6 co hoi dé di theo P6 dai nuong ra ngoai dao choi va nhin nhiing canh
tuong ndo nhi¢t nhu bay gio.

Bén tai day tiéng rao ban, Ly Vii Duong ¢ trén dudng thdy vdy con mat
ludn ban biu, td mo nhin chung quanh.

“Dai nuong,” Nang quay dau cuoi ngot ngao, “Ta mudn cai nay!”

“Vang.” Po6 dai nuong lap tirc mde bac, mua may cai banh hoa mai.

Ly Vi Duong nhan léy, théa méan khé cin mot miéng, mang theo vi ngot
cung huong hoa lap day khoang miii. Nang van rat thich banh hoa mai, c6 1€
boi vi day 1a mui vi in sdu trong tri nhd.

Tuy rang nhiing ndm gan day da an vo s6 banh hoa mai do nhi€u nguoi
lam, nhung nang van khong tim dugc mui vi quen thudc ctia mau than khi
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Xua...

Péi voi Linh di, tan déy long nang ludén cam kich. Nhitng nim nay néu
khong nho ngum chac rang Vi Duong com ngay ba bira ciing ching c6, chu
dirng no6i dén cude sdng cam y ngoc thyc nhu bay gio.

Linh di chang khac nao mau than thi hai clia nang.

Niam d6 cude gip gd tinh co tai ngdi miéu d6 nat da ndi duyén phan Can
Vuong gia Ly Nhac va Linh di lai v6i nhau, Vuong gia thay cac nang mot
16n mot nho bo vo khong noi nuong tua, dong 1ong trac an, lién mang theo vé
Can Vuong phu, sau d6 cung Linh di ludng tinh twong duyét, két thanh phu
thé.

Chang qua Vuong gia sém da c6 thé that, cho du ngay luc d6 nang tudi con
qué nho, cling hiéu rd tinh cam cua Linh di va nghia phu dén dugc véi nhau
khong dé dang.

Nhirng ndm nay, Linh di vi mot nha hoa thuan vui vé, van cam chiu lam
thir Vuong phi, lai so nang nho tudi & trong Can Vuong phii danh khong
chinh, ngon khong thudn, bi nguoi khac gay kho khan, ché cuoi, nén dé nang
bai Vuong gia cung Dai Vuong phi Lién Bang Nguyét lam nghia phy, nghia
mau.

Nhung ddy d6i voi nang va Linh di ma néi bat qua chi 1a ké tu vé, trén
thuc t€, nang cung nghia mau Lién Bang Nguyét khong than thiét voi nhau.

Mudi nam, tuy 1a Quéan chia ciia Can Vuong gia, nhung Ly Vii Duong that
sy khong phai 1a ti€u thu khué ti diém dam, nho nha. Nang thich choi chung
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cuing bon ha nhan trong phu, ngudi khong biét con twdng 1am nang 1a ty nit.

Ma nang cling khong dé bung, du sao nang cling khong cO hing thu tro
thanh Quan chtia, mudn lam tiéu thu khué cac, phép tic nhidu vo sb ké, 18
nghi phai chu toan, ctr chi phai thanh lich... Nhiing thir nay ddi voi nang con
khd hon ca cuc hinh.

“Quan chua, nguoi cling nén can than mét chat.” Nhin nang, P6 dai nuong
khong yén long lai dan do thém, “Lé mung nam mdi sap dén roi, trén dudng
nay dong duc, nguoi bi dung nga, 130 no c6 thé bi trach phat.”

“Ta biét ro1.” Ly Vi Duong ngang dau nhin D6 dal nuong, tron mat tda
ra anh sémg mé IlglI(‘)’l.

Thay nu cudi ngot ngio cta nang, khoe miéng Do dai nuong ciing khong
khoi givong lén.

Bét luan ké nao, chi can nhin qua mot 1an, ciing khé ma quén dugc dang
diéu xinh dep cua Vi Duong Quén chta, nang qua thuc 1a mdt my nhan.
Trong phii, ngudi trén ké dudi déu thich gan giii véi nang, khong chi vi dién
mao dep d€, ma con vi mac du la Quan chia, nang lai khong c6 chit xiu nao
kiéu cang tu man, that sy dang quy.

Ca Can Vuong phu trir Pai vuong phi cting mot s6 ngudi ra, co hd khong
ai la khong thich vi Quan chia nhu hoa nhu ngoc nay.

Di bén canh Do dai nuong, Ly Vii Duong thay rat thich mot gian hang nin
dat. Nhan luc dai nuong dang ban chon mua do Tét, nang chay dén trudce gian
hang, d61 mat 1ap lanh, nhin cham cham nguo1 ban hang dung ban tay khéo
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1éo 1an lugt ndn ra ting con vat nho rat song dong.

‘Cai nay chic la Nic Nhi sé& rat thich’ — Trong dau nang hién 1én mot bong
dang, do 1a nhi tir cua nghia phu va Linh di, nang thyc yéu thuong han giong
nhu dé d¢ rudt cia minh.

Pang dinh m¢ miéng héi mua Ve, nhung 101 chua kip thét, da bi mot tiéng
la hung dir cat dut.

“Tiéu tr thui nguoi bi cdm a?”

Tiéng rong to nhu sam, lam nang nhin khong dugc nghiéng dau nhin sang.

Chi thiy cach d6 khong xa c6 miy nguodi nam tir cao to nhu hung than 4c
sat, dang vung tay, b0 dang hung ton do cling da khién nguoi qua dudng thdi
lui may budc, hon thé nira, cho du to mo, tat ca ciing chi dam nhin tir xa.

Chuyén gi xay ra thé?

“Tiéu c6 nuwong, nguoi ding t6i d6.” Tua ho nhin ra nang dinh dén gan,
nguoi nan d4t hao tdm nho giong nhic nhd, “Bon no 1a dia dau xa, vé ph?m
tén tiéu tir dang v& kia... Xem ra chic 1 ngudi noi khac, cho nén méi khong
hiéu quy dinh lay bac d6i yén on, lam am 7 thé kia.”

Ly Vii Duong nhiu may. Ly bac doi yén on... Pay 1a quy dinh gi thé? Sao
nang chua bao gio nghe thay?
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“Pa ta tiéu ca da nhac nhd.” Nang khé mim cuoi, kéo ao choang trén
nguoi, cui dau can than khong dé cho nguoi khac thay ro dung mao cua
minh, cham rai dén gan.

Nang thidy mdy nguoi d6 bao quanh trudc cai ban so sii, & trén bay tranh
v& bang bot chi, mau nudc, mot nam tir 4o trang ngdi phia sau cai ban, vé mit
khong chit thay doi. Trong mua lanh thé ndy ma trén nguoi han chi mic mot
chiéc 40 trang don thuan.

Han khoéng thiy lanh sao? Nhin ca ngudi phong phanh, nang ciing mudn
run thay.

Anh mét cta nang hudng vé trudc mat hin, 1ap tuc b1 doi mat den cua hin
huat 1ay — d6 1a mot doi mat den nhu troi dém, trong sudt lap lanh... Nang hoi
nghiéng dau nhin cham cham hin khong tha, d6i mat d6 cho nang modt cam
giac rat quen thudc.

Mdi vira ndy, nguodi ban kia n61 nam tir nay la ngudi bén ngoai, cho nén
khong thé gdp trudec dd duoc, nhung tai sao cam gidc ay lai manh li¢t nhu
thé?

Xem btrc tranh bay ra trén ban dugc vé mdt ntra, ngay gitta 1a mot con vat
co dau rong, mat su tu, than huou, chan ngua, trén lung con chd mdt dua tré
14 %k
— mdt birc Ky Lan Téng Ter! (")

(*) Ky Lan Tong Tu
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Cd xe ngimg phia sau han, bén trén ciing treo vai buc Ky Lan Téng T,
dugc dé 1a “Lieu Nham Phong”, day chac 1a tén cta han.

“Buc tranh that dep!” Nang khong nhin dugc khen ngoi.

Nang budt miéng khen, khong chi vi nhitng btrc tranh han v&, ma con boi
trén mat nam tir ao tréng dang bi Urc hiép kia that binh tinh, khong c6 mot tia
khong vui hay tic gian. Mat han khong chut thay doi twa nhu minh chi 1a
nguoi ngoai cudc, lanh lung nhin chuyén phat sinh trudc mat.

Pam ngudi vay quanh hian khong khach khi dung strc v6 manh vao ban,
“DPai gia ta n61 dugc lam duoc, nguoi con khong mau giao bac ra day!”

Liéu Nham Phong chi nhan nhat liéc doi phuong mot cai, cui dau cam lay
but hoa trén giay, chi sau vai nét, trén tay dura tré cudi Ky Lan da cam nhiéu
doa hoa sen né ro.

Thu phap ctia han 1am khoe miéng Ly Vii Duong givong 1én.
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Bon ngudi ding trude Lidu Nham Phong, nhan thiy ro rang ddi phuong
khong dé chung vao mat, gian dén no1 dua tay niu lay c6 4o han.

“Tiéu tir, hoa ra nguoi chan séng dung khong? Pay 1a dia ban cia bon dai
gia, muon ¢ day an On, bi€t dieu mot chut dang 1én ngan luong hi€u kinh cac
dai gia. Pay la phép tac, nguoi khong lay ra, la muon ép dai gia ta danh r61!”

Du c6n luu manh ban ngay ban mat doi cad nguoi lan cua, so voi bon cudp
c6 gi khac nhau?

Nhin vi nam ttr bi niu liy, Ly Vit Duong khong khoi gian dit.

“Quan chua!” b6 dai nwong chay td1 bén canh nang, thay vé mat to1 di,
trong long 4m tham kéu kho, “Quéan chia ngoan cua 130 nd, ngan van lan xin
nguoi dirng xen vao (a)!”

Nang khong dap 101, nhu cii trung tring nhin ddm ngudi phia trude.

“Khéng dé 140 tir ¢ trong mat, mudn chét nay!” Tén kia nhin khong duoc
1at nga cai ban, burc hoa ¢ trén bi x¢é thanh hai ntra, bay xuong dat tuyét.

Birc hoa, tiéc qua! Ly Vii Duong tirc gidn dam chan.

“Quan chua?” Lic nay, Do dai nuong ciing bat chap, kéo tay nang, chi so
nang kich dong. “Ching ta tr¢ vé phu di.”

Nang khong nghe theo ma rit tay vé.
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D3 phé buc tranh, dam bai hoai kia van khong c6 y dinh thu tay lai, mot
nguoi trong do dung stc vung tay 1€n, day ngd Liéu Nham Phong trén mat
dat.

Trong tam khong viing nga oach trong dong tuyét, ban tay hin ciing vi va
phai da trén mat dat, chdy mau dé tuoi.

Thay canh tuéng nhu viy, Ly Vii Duong bdng nhéi long. Doi tay nay
nguoi ta dung dé kiém tién, néu bi huy hoai, sau nay biét dua vao cai gi ma
nudi gia dinh? Bon nguoi kia that 1a khinh nguoi qua dang!

Trong con gian dir, nang budc 1€n phia trude.

Do dai nuwong thay thé tim ca kinh. Ba gia khom kéo Quan chtia con khong
dugc, cht noéi chi thay nang chin qua didm. Ba nhin chung quanh, boi vi
Quan chua khang khang, nén thi v¢ Vuong phu cling doi bén ngoai quan tra
nho, ba khong dam chan chd voi vang di tim vién binh.

“Durng tay lai!” Ly Vii Duong tién 1én ngin can.

Tén dang gio tay 1én mudn tiép tuc ddm da Liéu Nham Phong, khong ngd
to1 nira duong xong ra mot tén Trinh Gido Kim, tay dung lai gitra khong
trung, trung mat nhin nang.

Nguoi di duong von 1a ¢ mot bén xem khong dam ra tay lam viéc nghia,
tat ca cling dong thoi nhin vé phia nang.
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Nam tir cAm dau nhin Ly Vii Duong tir trén xudng dudi, voc dang nho
nhan, chiéc 4o choang day cdm co ho che mat toan than, khién cho nguoi
khac khong thé thay rd dung mao.

“Nha dau, khong lién quan dén ngu’0’1 cut ngay cho ta!” Nhin ra y phuc
trén ngudi nang danh quy, vé mat hin dir ton, hung ac phat tay, mudn nang
chd xen vao viéc cua nguoi khac.

“Mudn cut ciing 1a nguoi cut di.” Nang khong khach khi cdi lai, “Bang
khong ta s€ bao quan!”

“B4o quan?” Nghe nhiing 10i d6, nam tir ngang dau cudi ha ha, “Nguoi ¢6
biét lao tur ta 1a ai khong?”

Ly Vii Duong lanh lung kh& hir. Nang mic khi gi6 han 12 ai!

“Ta la Vuong Nhi, cdu ca Tri phu la 130 DPai cua ta.”

Vé mit nang khinh thudng noi: “Quan hé that dung 13 xa, ta khong can biét
cau ca Tri phu hay 1a thtr gi, Thién hoang 1o tr ¢ trudec mat, ta cling khong
dé vao mat.”

“Tiéu tr ndy & trén dia ban cua ta budn ban, thi phai tra tién, day 1a quy
cu.” Vuong Nhi n61 voi by dang duong nhién.

Cung nguoi nhu thé néi chuyén, qua that khong co6 dén nira cau hai long.
“Cac nguoi mau cut di.” Tay nang buc minh ra hi¢u, “Chuyén phat sinh trudc
mat thi ta khong thé 1am ngo dugc.”
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“Nha dau nay noi chuyén rat khong khach khi...” Vuong Nhi vo vo cam,
vé mat to mo ti€u sai dén trudc mat nang. “Ngang dau, dé cho bon dai gia
xem mot chat.” Han 16 mang vuon tay, dinh kéo 4o choang cua nang.

“Lao xuoc!” Ly Vii Duong khong vi hanh dong bat ngd nay ma kinh so,
chang qua la mat 10 vé khinh miét lui mgt budc, khong d€ cho han dugc nhu
y.

Phan Umg cua nang da choc gian Vuong Nhi, trudc mat nguoi vay xem
khong it, thai do cta ti€u nha dau nay ro rang dd dem mat miii han dam dudi
long ban chan.

“Khu! That khong biét tu lugng sttc minh, nha dau dang chét!” Han ndi
gian dung dung vuon tay dinh bat nang.

Vi Duong linh hoat xoay nguoi, thoat khoi tay hin, con thira dip hin
khong chu y, gio tay thudng mot cai tat.

Hoan toan khong biét dugc nang s& dung chiéu nay, Vuong Nhi kho tin vo
mat, day mét 1oe tia tic gian, “Nha dau chét tiét kia!” Han nguyén rua mot
tiéng, thu ha phia sau khong nhin dugc bat cuoi, lam hin tron mét nhin bon
ching mot cai.

Han gio tay 1én, khong chit luu tinh hudng t6i Ly Vii Duong, lai bi nang
nhanh nhen nghiéng ngudi tranh thoat.

Thi ra 13 tir nhé nang rat duge Can Vuong gia yéu thich, ludn di theo nghia
phu van v0 song toan tap cdi1 ngua ban cung, khong nhu vé ngoai yéu dudi.
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Nhung ma ddng tac nay khién cho 4o choang roi xuéng, dé nguoi ¢ day rd
rang thay dugc dung mao cua nang. Nang hat cadm 1€én, trong 4nh mat nd1 1€n
turc gian chong doi, cang lam 16 ra vé khac nguoi.

“Cut di!” Nang trach mang.

“Khoéng nghi t6i 1a mot m§ nhan.” Vuong Nhi vira thiy ngii quan thanh ta,
von 1a lra gian bdng bién thanh dyc héa, mé dam dua tay dinh s& 1én mit cua
nang.

Nang d6t nhién lui vé phia sau mot budce dai, dé tay han chup mot cai vo
ich.

“Ché né, ti€u my nhan.” Han sai thu ha bén canh, “Lao tir coi trong nang,
la phac khi cua nang day.”

Ly Vii Duong cudi lanh, sau d6 gio tay 1én muén gido huan bon nay mot
chut, nhung khong can than chi y dén bén canh dot nhién c6 hai nguoi xong
t6i. Truc giac clia nang chi giup ngin can phia bén trai, con tir bén phai ¢o lai
bi hung hing x6ng mdt chudng. Thinh linh bi danh, dau nang nghiéng sang
mot bén, trong tim khong vimg lién ngi trong déng tuyét, tran con bi va dép.

Nang dau dén mudn hét 1én, cam thay mot tran choang vang ap téi, ting
giot huyét chau trén tran tur tur ro1 xuong, nhanh chong nhud¢m do ca mat dat
day tuyét.

“Pang tiéc cho mdt my nhan, khuon mat xau xi rdi... Mau ngoan ngoin
theo dai gia ta di.” Khau khi Vuong Nhi duong duong dac y, vuon tay muon
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161 nang téi.

Nang dua tay muén phan kich, nhung su choang vang khién hanh dong cta
nang khong cach nao nhanh nhen, hoan toan khong co stre luec.

Liéu Nham Phong dtrng mot bén vén vé mit khong chut thay doi nhin thay
canh nay, anh mat lanh I€o di.

Trudc khi moi ngudi van khong 1d chuyén gi xdy ra, han da nhanh chong
nghiéng minh che chd Ly Vii Duong, ban tay dung stc ma dua vé phia nang.

CCNguo,i _97

Khéng cho Vuong Nhi co hdi noi chuyén, khuon mit Liéu Nham Phong
lanh nganh, dudi tay ra, dung stc kéo toc Vuwong Nhi, khién y khong viing
ma ngd nhao trén dat ngay lap tirc. P6i phuong sau d6 con chua ¢ phan tng
gi, Liéu Nham Phong d3 tung mot cude ngay bung, khién cho Vuong Nhi dau
dén muc & trén mit tuyét 6m bung ma rén ri.

Ban tay nho bé ctia Ly Vii Duong che lai vét mau dang chay, kinh ngac
nhin tinh thé trudc mat dao nguoc.

Than hinh Liéu Nham Phong cho du khéng cao 16n bang Vuong Nhi,
nhung hin khéng cho ddi phuong chiém dugc nta diém thuong phong, mot
cudc da ha guc Vuong Nhi, chi can mot tay da dem méy tén thu ha dinh xong
1én déanh cho tan tac.
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Han khong chat nuong tay khién nguoi ta an tuong sau sic. Mic du vét
thuong trén tran van c6 chut dau, nhung hai mat Ly Vii Duong lai sang 1én,
bén trong chot hién mot tia bodi phuc.

“Tha mang a!” Vuong Nhi bi ddm & trén mit dat mét théy tinh thé bat loi,
1ap tirc cau khan tham thuong, “Pai gia xin tha mang! Ti€u nhan khong dam

'7’

ntra!

Khée miéng Ly Vii Duong khong khéi giwong 1én. Hoa ra, Liéu Nham
Phong thd o khong phai vi so phién phtc, ma 13 vén di han khong dé nhimg
ngudi d6 ¢ trong mat, ciing khong can nang ra tay ciru gitip. Mot minh hin c6
tl}é xtr 1y thich ddng hét bon du con nay, 12 nang xen vao viéc ctia nguoi khac
101.

Anh mat Lidu Nham Phong lanh nhu swong quét qua bon nguoi bi han
danh lién ti€ép ma khong dam dén gan, sau d6 cti dau nhin Vuong Nhi.

“DPai gia...” Vuong Nhi vira théy anh mat cua hin, vé mat di bi lam cho s¢
dén trang béch, “Xin tha mang a!”

Hén vuon tay, dung strc keo Vuong Nhi dang nam trén mit dat, von dang
b1 1am cho sg dén chan cling mém nhun Tiép d6, tay han chuyén dong, mot
tiéng xwong giy thanh thiy rd rang truyén vao trong tai moi ngudi bon phia.

Vuong Nhi dau dén, gao khoc ngay tic khic, “Tay cua ta... Tay cua ta giy
. ",

ro1!

V¢é mat lanh lung, nam tu déy Vuong Nhi cho bon thu ha, ching do léy
Vuong Nhi, chat vat ma nga lan r61 sau do chay di.
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Ma han khong hao phi thoi gian xem bon kia chay mat, lién xoay nguoi,
hai mat dan vao Ly Vi Duong con té ¢ trén tuyét.

Ly Vii Duong nén cam giac choang vang, trén tuyét tir tir dimg ddy. Lidu
Nham Phong dua tay do 1ay nang.

Nang nhin ban tay con dang chay mau, “Tay ctia nguoi bi thuong c6 sao
khong?” Ban tay nay dung dé v€ tranh, néu khong thé vé dugc nira, chang
phai dang tiéc 1am sao?

Pay mat hin hién 1én mot cam xtc phtc tap, nhung rat nhanh guong mat
trg lai khong chut thay doi. Han khong ndi 161 nao 1ay chiéc khan tay, cham
vao vét thuong trén tran nang.

Nang dau dén nhiu may, nhung ciing tinh co phat hién mic du quan 4o don
bac nhung tay han lai rat am ap, duong nhu khong hé bi anh hudng béi khi
lanh.

Sau khi gitip nang lau vét mau, han yén ling khong 1én tiéng xoay ngudi.

Anh mit nang to mo dudi theo, thay han leo 1én cd xe, 1y hom ruong gb,
sau do6 kéo chiéc ghé ra, dé nang ngdi 1€n, im lang thay nang lau vét thuong,
chu tam b thude.

“That nhin khong ra...” Nang td mo nhin khudén mit anh tuan cta han gan
trong gang tac, “Nguoi khong chi v€ tranh dep, ma con co thé chira tr1 vét
thuong nira.”
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Han nhu khong nghe thay, tat ca luc chu ¥ dit trén vét thuong ctia nang.

“Pung ro1! Bon ching mé1 noi 1a nguoi cam, ma nguot khong noi 101 nao...
La bdi vi nguoi khong thé noi chuyén duge sao?” Nang rat nhanh tim hiéu
nguyén nhan han khong 1én tiéng, “Nguoi nghe dugc 101 ta n61 khong?”

Liéu Nham Phong nhan nhat liéc nang mot cai.

Thay 4nh mat cua han, nang than nhién cuodi tuoi, “Nguoi nghe dugc ma!”

Liéu Nham Phong ciing khong nhéch 1én, nhung nhin ny cudi ciia nang,
khoe miéng han khong nhin dugc givong nhe.

Xt ly vét thuong can than xong, han khong néi 161 nao don thudc vao hom,
cat lai trén xe.

“Nguoi mic nhu vay khong lanh sao?” Ly Vii Duong to to di sau hin, nhin
co xe tho so nghi tham han la gia canh han ban han.

Han van im ling, vira dem ruong gb cat xong, xét phan ban tay bi da
thuong, han chi tuy y dung vai trang bang b6 qua loa.

Mac du bi ng6 lo, nhung Ly Vii Duong mot chit cling khong no1 gidn,
nang cdi bdé 4o choang trén ngudi1 minh ném Ién ¢o6 xe, “Cho nguoi do!”

Nhu 1a s¢ bi han cy tuy¢t, sau khi dem 4o cho han nang voi1 vang xoay
nguoi roi di.
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Liéu Nham Phong khong ngo téi nang lam nhu vay, cam lay chiéc 4o con
vuong hoi am cua nang sung sot mot chut, ro1 sau dé khong chat nghi ngoi
1ap tirc xoay nguo1 xudng xe.

Pung lac nay, Do dai nuong cling tho héng hoc ma dan thi vé chay dén.

“Quén chia — Vira nhin thay vét thuong trén tran Ly Vi Duong, ba lap
tuc s¢ hai, “Tran cuia nguoi, chuyén gi da xay ra vay?”

“Pung lo lang,” Ly Vii Duong gio tay 1én, “Khéng c6 gi dau.”
“Lam sao khong c6 gi dang ngai? Néu khién Vuong gia —

“Yén tam di.” Nang cudi ngot ngdo ma cat ngang Do dai nuong dang kinh
ngac, “Vé1i nghia phu thi ta s€ khai bao!”

“Lon mat!”

Nghe duoc tiéng ming cua thi vé, Ly Vii Duong quay ngudi lai, thdy Lidu
Nham Phong bi hai ga thi v¢ giai dén cach d6 khong xa.

“Khéng dugc vo 18! Thanh 4am nhe nhang 1ap trc vang 1én: “Budng hin ra
di, dé han té1 day.”

“Quan chiia!” Do dai nuong lo ling khuyén can.
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“Khong sao.” Nang mim cudi voi ba: “Han da clru ta day.”

“That khéng?” D6 dai nuong khong cho 1a vay. Néu khong phai boi vi tén
thu sinh 40 tring ndy, Quan chia nha ba s& khong mat hon nhu thé, bay gid
con bi thuong, that khong biét tré vé 1am sao khai bao voi Vuong gia va Linh
Vuong phi day.

Sac mat Lidu Nham Phong traim xudng, cach mot khoang trirng mat nhin
Ly Vii Duong.

Quan chua?

Nang 1a nguoi cia hoang that.

Mi mat cua han khé cup, che giau tat ca suy nghi, 161 ném chiéc 4o cam
trong tay vé phia nang.

Nang voi dua tay bat 1ay, kho hi€u nhin han, “Nguoi khong nhan sao, da
ang ve y bat lay y
1a bon Quan chtia muon tang cho nguoi ma.”

Liéu Nham Phong khong néi gi ma lui mot bude dai, ngay sau d6 xoay
nguoi roi di.

“Cho chut da!” Ly Vii Duong muon du6i theo.
“Quan chua!” b6 dai nwong voi vang kéo nang. “Nguoi tha cho 1320 nd di!

Chuyén nay néu truyén dén tai Linh Vuong phi, 130 nd ¢ tdi thi s& tu chiu,
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nhung nguoi cling dung quén ngoai trir phai khai bao véi Vuong gia va Linh
Vuong phi, con c6 Pai vuwong phi a! Mic du bay gio Pai vuong phi trg vé
kinh chiic tho Thai tir phi, nhung sém muon gi ciing s& trd lai, néu ngudi biét
Can Vuong phi khong c6 quy cii nhu vdy, chi so dén lic d6 ngay ca Linh
Vuong phi dang lam bénh ciling phai cung di theo chiung ta nhén t61.”

Loi cia Do dai nuong khién cho Ly Vii Duong cho du khong cam long,
cling chi c6 thé ép minh dung lai.

Pay ciling c¢6 thé coi 1a myc thudc cia “Tang 16p thuong luu” — tuyét dbi
khong dugc quan hé voi nhitng ngudi than phan khong hop, nhu vay 1a mat
thé thong.

Nhung ma dung nhu D6 dai nwong nghi, Linh di con che chd cho nang, vi
Linh di thuong yéu nang, cho nén chi mang nhe lam chuyén 16n hoéa nho, con
nghia mau lai so 1a s& khong dé dang bo qua. Nhé t6i Pai Vuong phi, tam
tinh cta nang khong yén on.

Nam do Vuong phi vi tiép nhan y mudn ciia nghia phy Can Vuong gia,
khong mudn ngd nguoc voi phu quan, cho du khong tinh nguyén, cling phai
gat dau thu nang lam nghia nit. Nhung Vuong phi ludn xem Linh di 1 cai
dinh trong mat, nén d6i voi nang sac mit cling khong chit hoa nha.

Nhitng nim gan day, Vuong phi cin ban ddi v6i nang chang thém quan
tam, tham chi c6 mot thoi con gay phién toai, ma nang vi Linh di, bat ké gap
phéi chuyén bat binh gi ciing bt minh phai nhan nhin.

diendanlequydon.com
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Ly Vii Duong nhin Liéu Nham Phong y phuc don bac di xa, biét 1d nguoi
nay va nang khong cung thé gidi, khong nén quan h¢, nhung bong dang 1¢ lo1
ay cur lam nang nao long.

“Dai nwong...Ta xin ba mot lan nay tho1.” Nang nhe go tay Do dai nuong,
trude khi ba kip ngan can, v0i rao budc nhanh dudi theo Lieu Nham Phong.

“Nguoi khong muon nhan thi thoi, ta 1ay lai, nhung cai nay...” Nang chia
ra mdt chiéc banh hoa mai, “May la khong nat, nguoi cam an di.”

Liéu Nham Phong yén ling nhin nguoi trude mat, thdy trong mat nang 4nh
1én sy mong doi.

Pbi véi mot nguoi xa la tinh co gip g5, nang khong e ngai bay to quan
tam, d61 mat to tron sang trong hut hon nguoi khac — nang doi véi han that 1a
tot, khong heé tinh toan bat ky sy bao dap nao.

Anh mat cua han dung trén céi tran bi thuong, nang vi ctru hdan ma mat
may tray xudc... Chan chir mdt chit, han vuon tay cam lay chiéc banh.

Thay han nhan banh hoa mai, nu cuoi trén mat Ly Vi Duong cang thém
ruc r0, nhung sau mdt khac, nu cudi cua nang cing do — bdi vi thay phia sau
han bong nhién xuat hién hai nam nhan.

Bon ho nhin qua ciing biét khong phai 12 hang du cén luu manh, giéng
Liéu Nham Phong déu mac 4o trang, hon nira vé mat lai nghi€ém nghi. C6 vé
Liéu Nham Phong biét ho.
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D6 dai nwong & mot bén nhin, truc gidc mach bao co cai gi khong dung,
lap ttrc tién 1én, “Quan chua, troi khéng con sém nita, chung ta nén nhanh trd
vé Can Vuong phu.” Ba con ra hiéu cho thi vé bao v¢ Quan chua. Tén thu
sinh 4o trang nay tuyét doi c6 gi do6 rat cd quai, du sao troi lanh dén thé nay
ma in mic don gian nhu vy, néu khong phai nghéo mua khéng ndi quan 4o
thi cling 1a dau oc c6 van dé. Bat ké 1a loai nguoi nao, Quan chua Can Vuong
phu cling khong duge quan hé.

Ly Vii Duong danh phai biu méi, theo 10i B dai nwong rdi di.

Bio tuyét van roi mit mu, nang xoay ngudi nhin Liéu Nham Phong cang
ngay cang xa, chi con thay hai mat den sang ngo1i, nang khong nhin dugc vay
tay.

Tuong rang han s& khong phan ung, thay hin do dy, ai ngd cudi cung van
cham rai nhe vuon tay Ién.

Béi vi hanh dong don gian ctia hdan ma nang dé 10 nu cuo1 mim, du biét la
tinh co gdp nhau, nhung nang biét c6 thé lam cho nguoi nam nhan nay chiu
lam nhu thé, da rat kho ro.
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Chuwong 3

“Lam sao khong can than nhu vay?” Tu D6 Linh khoé nén ndi lo lang, nhin
vet thuong trén tran Vi Duong noi.

“Linh di dimg qua lo lang, day bat qua chi 1a vét thuong nho théi.” Giong
n6i Ly Vii Duong nhe nhang bang quo.

Mot nam nay, khong biét Linh di nhiém phai cin bénh ky quai gi ma
nguyén nhan khong rd, than thé ngay cang suy yéu, thdm chi bay gio da
khong thé di lai, moi vo sé dai phu dén xem bénh ciing khong c6 két qua,
nang khong thé dé Linh di lo 4u nita.

“Vét thuong nho?!” Tu D6 Linh cau may, “Tuy chi 1a mot vét nho, nhung
mat may lai tray xudc the kia, sau nay khong cho phép con ra phu nira!”

“Linh di...”

“Khong thay d6i.” Mat Tu Do Linh tai nhot nhu to gidy nhe lac dau.

Mic du 1ong tran ddy khéng muén, nhung nhin bo dang Linh di suy yéu,
Ly Vi Duong cling chi c6 thé ngdm miéng. Tay nang cam chén thuoc, ti mi
thoi ngudi, tung ngum tirng ngum nho dut cho Linh di udng.

Chan may khé€ nhan, Tu P6 Linh vira udng thudc, vira tir tir noi1, “Ta phai
bao phu vuong con mau tim mot nha kha gia mdi dugce, nghe con trai 16n cua
Binh Nam Tudng quan doéi voi con -~
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Nghe nhic lai chuyén luc trua, Ly Vii Duong khong khéi cong miéng,
“Linh di, chuyén nay khong vdi ma?”

“Sao lai khong?” Tu D6 Linh nhin nang, khé tho dai, “Phai nhanh chit tim
cho con mot nha dang hoang mai co thé an tam, co thé ta khong bi€t con bao
lau nira,”

“L1nh di, nguoi sé khoe thoi.” Tu khi nang bat dau c6 tri nhé, Linh di va
nang song nuong tya 14n nhau, hai ngudi tinh nhu me con, khong vi Linh di
tr& thanh thé thiép ciia Vuong gia ma thay doi.

“Sinh 130 bénh tir, 12 chuyén thuong ¢ doi.” Tu D6 Linh sém d6i véi cai
chét tho o, chang qua 1a... Nang thay Vii Duong, nha dau nay truéng thanh,
dién mao xinh dep kia qua thuc giéng y hét tiéu thu nha nang, dep nhu thién
tién, toa sang hon nguoi, nhung chinh vi sic dep nay, sé mang lai cho Vil
Duong c6 thé 1a phuc hoac 1a hoa. “Do1 nay ta khong nd nhat, mot nguoi la
con, con lai la Nac nhi.”

Sau khi Tu D6 Linh mang theo Ly Vii Duong vao Can Vuong phil, ga cho
Vuong gia thi sinh dugc Ly Nac, nay cling da tron sau tudi, Ly Vii Duong
ludn yéu thuong han nhu rudt thit.

“Linh di yén tam, Vi Duong nhét dinh cham soc tét cho Nic nhi.” Ly Vii
Duong nhe noi, “May ngay trudc, dé ay nhiém phong han, hém nay da c6
chuyén bién t6t, ngay mai...” Nang mim cudi nhin Tu D6 Linh, “Con nhat
dinh s& dan t6i gip nguoi.”

“Tét.” Tu D6 Linh yeu 6t cudi mot tiéng. “Bat qua... Vil Duong, nghe lo1
Linh di, Vuong gia néu c6 an bai, con phai ngoan ngodn xuit gia dy, hiéu
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chua?”

Vé chuyén nay, Ly Vii Duong that sy khong mudn dong ¥, nhung bay gio,
cho du nang khéng mubn, cling chi c6 thé gat dau. Du sao d6i véi nang ma
noi, than thé ciia Linh di 1a quan trong nhat, véi lai ciing khong phai 1a mudn
nang liy chong ngay ngay mai, chuyén nay c6 thé ban lai sau.

“Linh di nghe no61 vét thuong trén tran con, 1a vi hdm nay cung P06 dai
nuong di ra chg, ra tay ctru mot ga nam tr 4o trang?

Khoe miéng Ly Vii Duong giat giat. Chuyén nay nhat dinh sém truyén vao
trong phu, & chg hom nay nguoi vady xem dong dao, bi mat kho gitt duoc.
Néu nhi€u nguodi da biét, thé nao Linh di cling phat hién thoi.

Nang khong n6i cau thr hai, ¢ chén thudéc xudng ma quy goi, tran cli
xudng, 6n nhu noi: “Vii Duong biét hom nay da gy nén chuyén lam mat
danh du, Vi Duong biét sai 161.”

Tu D6 Linh nghe dugc 101 nang, mac du biét co 16i, nhung khong nhin
dugc cuoi khé mot tieng. Nha dau nay that tinh quai, biét minh chac chan bi
trach mang, cho nén ha minh trudc, cui dau noi xin 101.

Trén nguoi Vii Duong thiéu sy 6n nhu tinh nh3 cua tiéu thu, nguoc lai
nhanh nhen nhay bén hon.

“Pig 1én di.” Nang vo nhe tay, 161 no1 sdu xa thd dai: “Lan sau dung lam
nhu vay nira.”
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“Da” Ly Vii Duong diu dang gat dau, ngdi trd lai trén ghé, bung 1én chén
thudc, ti€p tuc can than dat cho Linh di.

Nhin Vit Duong, héc mat Tu Do Linh dan dan wot. Thinh thoang nang that
su rat nhd tiéu thu, hoai niém nhirng nam thang bon ho chu t& bon nguot sinh
song trong nui rung, vui vé vo lo.

Nhitng nim gin day, vi Vii Duong va ciing vi Vuong gia, nang hau nhu tai
khong nghe, miéng khong noi, khong dé y dén tinh hinh bén ngoai, khong dé
cho bat luan ké ndo c6 co hdi tim dugc ¢& ban luan thi phi, ¢ Vuong phu
mot nha hoa thuan vui vé, Vii Duong binh an truéng thanh.

C6 lac nang nhd lai nam d6 ly biét, ting cdu ting chit nhan nhu cia tiéu
thu — mang theo Vi Duong, cd doi khong duogc tréd vé Miéu Cuong. Nhung
gan day nura dém tinh mong, hon phéach cia nang nhu cudi may, tr¢ vé thon
cu.

Moi lan thtrc tinh, nang lu6én biét dai nan sap giang xuong, vi vay doi voi
chuyén dai su cia Vii Duong cang thém tich cuc.

Nghe ctra phong vang 1én tiéng, Ly Vii Duong hoi nghiéng minh qua, thdy
Ly Nhac budc vao ctra, 1ap torc ding day, “Phu vuong.”

Ly Nhac khé mim cuoi, dua tay nhe nhang ¥ bao nang ngoi lai ghé, sau dé
ngdi bén mép giuong.

“Vuong gia.” Tu D6 Linh 6n nhu goi.
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“Dung.” Tay cua han nhe dat trén vai nang, anh mat yén ling. “Hom nay
c6 do khong?”

“Than thi€p d& nhi€u r61.” Nang nhogt nhat cudi mdt ti€ng, givong mat
cham chi nhin nam nhan cao 16n trudc mat.

Han vuon tay nhe vo v€ guong mat ti€u tuy cia nang, sdu trong mat la sy
sung ai cung lo lang vo6 han.

Ly Vii Duong thay canh trudc mat, moi khé goi 1én. Nghia phu va Linh di
tinh cdm ngay cang sdu dam, két qua cia muoi nam an 4i, thuy chung khong
thay doi.

“Phu vuong, Linh di,” Nang trang nha hanh 1é, thic thdi tra khong gian
cho vo chong hai nguoi, “Vi Duong xin céo lui.”

“Dung lai!” Ly Nhac thu hoi tim mat khoi ai thé, liéc sang nghia ni, “Con
dung nong voi theé chir.”

Ly Vii Duong dung simg, khé hiéu ngang dau nhin hin, “Sao a, phu
vuong?”’

Ly Nhac du ban van ung dung cudi noi: “Khong dinh néi cho phu vuong
biét mgt chut vé chuyén 1on ctia con xady ra & chg a?”

“Vuong gia!” Nghe giong nhe nhang cua han, Tu D6 Linh khong khoi hon
doi kéu mot tiéng, nhin by mat dac chi vira long, cling bi€t han khong nhiing
khong gian, nguoc lai con rat vui vé.
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“Nang dung lo.” Han vo tay nang tran an, “Bon vuong chi hdi biét chan
tudng, d€ ma sau do ran day Vii Duong.”

Nhung Tu D6 Linh mét chut cling khong tin 101 han. Tuy Vii Duong khong
phai nhi tir do hai ngudi sinh ra, nhung Ly Nhac ddi voi dudng nit chang
nhing 13 thuong yéu tir thAm tdm, tham chi c6 thé dung “ngay cang sing 4i”
dé hinh dung, béi vi Vii Duong khong nhimg xinh dep, lai con biét cdi ngua
ban cung, giodi tho vin.

Han khong chi mot 1an néi rang, néu khong phai Vii Duong 1a than nit nhi,
thi c6 thé ra lam quan r6i, nhung sy that Vii Duong 1a nit tir, nén cudi cung
chi danh that vong.

Ly Vii Duong diu dang cudi kh&, “Phu vuong, ngudi lai giéu cot Vii
Duong, méi ndy Linh di da khién trach Vii Duong mot tran, Vii Duong biét
sai r0i.”

“Con that khong biét sai gi ca. Thiy viéc nghia ra tay 13 chuyén t6t, nhung
ma...” Ly Nhac chi vét thuong trén tran nang, “Dung khong biét tu lugng suc
minh.”

“Vii Duong da r3.” Nang khong do du dap ngay: “Vét thuong nay s& nhic
Vi Duong nh¢ k¥, bat qua...N6 bat dau dau trd lai roi, phu vuong tam tha
cho Vi Duong nha, ding mang nita ma.”

“Ha ha, nha dau nay...” Ly Nhac khong nhin duoc cudi to, “Con gilip
nguoi, phu vuong khong c6 ¥ kién, chang qua 1a phai nghi cach khong ngoan
hon, lan sau nh¢ lugng strc minh day.”
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“Kia, Vuong gia!” Tu D6 Linh bat dac di thd dai. “Loi nay cta chang
khong phai 1a ngdm dong y 1an sau no c6 thé ¢ trén duong dong thu sao?”

Ly Nhac 1an nita cudi ha ha mot tiéng, om 14y co thé manh mai cua ai thé.
That ra thi hai ngudi déu biét Vi Duong co tinh than truong nghia, d6 1a
chuyén tir trudc dén gio khién Tu D6 Linh lo lang nhat, chi so Vii Duong lai
giong nhu ngay hom nay, khong can than lam minh bj thuong.

“Yén tam d1, Linh nhi, con gai bao bdi rat co tri, bi€t tu bao vé minh. Chi
la né thong minh nhu vay, bon vuong that sy nghi ngd trén doi nay li€u cod
nam nhan nao xung doi véi nd khong?”

“Khoéng sao dau a.” Ly Vil Duong nghe vy hai mat sang ngoi, “Vii Duong
co thé ca doi khong lay chong, bén canh phu vuong va Linh di mai mai.”

“Dugc 1am.” Ly Nhac cuoi thoai mai, “Linh nhi néu c6 con lam ban, phu
vuong cling yén tam.”

“Vuong gia, chang sém 1am hu Vil Duong r6i.” Anh méit Tu PO Linh quét
qua hai ngudi, vira buc minh vira budn cudi. “Pén lic d6 ngd nhd tiéu nha
dau ndy y vao 10i chang noi, sau khi chang an bai hon su con lidu chét khong
1én ki¢u hoa, thi lam thé nao?”

“Linh nhi, nang nén tin tuéng Vii Duong s& khong thiéu ching muc nhu
thé.” Ly Nhac cuoi phat phat tay.

Vé diém nay, Tu Do Linh khong chic chan chat ndo, nhung nhin Vil
Duong xinh dep hudng minh cuoi mot tieng, anh mat cua nang cling 6n nhu
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di, nhe nam tay phu quan lic dau.

Dao mat muoi nam tré1 qua, cudc song cua nang nho duge phu quan sung
a1 ma trd nén khac biét, c6 hanh phic nhu vay, nang luén cam kich trong
long.

Ly Nhac nhe vd mai téc den nhanh, mém mai ctia Tu Do Linh, chia dung
tinh cam chan thanh tha thiét, biéu dat thim thiét quyén luyén ddi véi ai thé.
Luc moi gip, han lién thich nang vi vé doan trang xinh dep, chung séng bay
lau, lai yéu tdm long nhan hau, 6n nhu hién thuc, gﬁn day dang tiéc than thé
clia nang ngdy cang suy yéu, trong long han mic du lo lang cling khong dam
dé dang dé 10 ra, chi so 4i thé 1am bénh cam thay 4y nay.

“Tro1 khong con soém,” Ly Nhac khoi phuc r61 né1, “Vii Duong, con nghi
ngoi s6m mot chut, lui ra di.”

“Da.” Ly Vii Duong 1ap ttrc ding ddy céo tir, roi lui ra ngoai.

Budc ra ctra phong, mot tran gi6 lanh ap to1, hai ty nit Ha Trac, Ha Vi cho
o bén ngoai, 1ap tirc choang chiéc 40 mau tim 1én vai nang.

“Tré ve phong thol.” Nang noi voi ty nit, budc nhe nhang di vé huéng Vi
Nhr céc.

Mudi nim trude nang méi vao Can Vuong phi, nghia phu dic biét vi nang
da phai nguoi xay dung can phong nay. Lic d6 méi thay, nghia phu yéu ai
yéu ca duong di, vi yéu Linh di ma that long d61 xir tot voi nang.
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Luc Ly Vi Duong di dén hanh lang ngoai 1au cac, d thay tir xa mot co gai
dang uyén chuyén budc tdi, bang anh sanh ngon dén dau trén tay thi nir, nang
nhan ra nguoi dén 1a Ly T Nhtr — hon ngoc quy trén tay cia nghia phy va
Dai vuong phi, 1a mudi mudi trén danh nghia Ttr Nhir Quéan chua.

Ké bén Vi Nhir cac, chinh 1a chd & cua Ly Tir Nhir — Tt Duong cac, ban
dau Can Vuong gia léy tén hai vi Quan chua dat tén lau céc, chinh 1a mong
hai nguoi bang tudi nhau c¢6 thé trd thanh ty mudi tot, chi tiéc trong suy nghi
Pai vuong phi va Ly Tir Nhu, su ton tai ciia Ly Vi Duong va Tu D4 Linh chi
1a cai gai nhirc nhdi trong mat, ding néi tré thanh ty mudi tot, chi can khong
thanh ké thu 1a 3 A Di Da Phat 1am r6i.

Cham mat nhau, Ly Vi Duong ddi v6i mudi mudi nhe cli chao, nhung
phan img cia Ly Tt Nhur lai vénh véo tu dac, lanh giong kh€ htr mot tiéng.

Nang luén cho rang minh xuat than cao quy, trir khi phy vuwong Ly Nhac
c6 ¢ day, néu khong ngay ca con mat cling khong them liéc Ly Vii Duong
mot cai.

“Cai gi vay ha?” Khi nang ta di xa roi, Ha Vii dimg ¢ bén phai thay Ly Vil
Duong cam dén khong nhin dugc [am bam. “Quén chua cua ching ta maéi la
Truong Quan chua, vay ma phai nhuong duong!”

“Not it tho1.” Ha Trac voi vang nhe trach mudi mudi mot tiéng.

Hai nguo1 bon ho von 13 chi em rudt, vira ra doi da bi ban vao trong Vuong
phu, lic Ly Vii Duong duge Vuong gia mang vé phu, bai Vuong gia va
Vuong phi 1am nghia phu nghia mau, trd thanh Quan chua dugc mot nim,
cac nang lic d6 cling chimg sau, bay tudi, vi 16n 1én lanh loi lai cung tudi,
nén duoc phai téi hau ha bén canh Vil Duong.
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Chi chép mat may nam, ho da trd thanh nhiing ¢6 nuong xinh dep. Tinh
tinh ctia Ha Trac luén ludn ti mi, cin than, trong chung Vi Duong Quéan chta
hoat bat hiéu dong, dé Quan chiia co thé ¢ gia dinh hoang that nay ma khong
gay ra dai hoa. Nhung Ha Vi thi nguoc lai, nang luén lam tréai voi ty ty, di
theo thong dong cung Vii Duong Quén chua, hai ngudi thuong 1am ra nhiing
chuyén khién Ha Trtc cam théy vira buc minh vira budn cudi.

“Nguoi ta no1 ding ma!” Ha Vi kiém ché khong duoc. “Quéan chua so voi
Tt Nhr Quan chta 16n tudi hon, duong nhién la Trudng Quan chua.”

“Con nodi nita sao!” Ha Truc tron mat nhin nang mat cai.

Ha Vi Itc nay mdi bat man im lang.

Nghe hai ty muoi thi tham, Ly Vii Duong khong khoi bat cuoi.

That ra thi d6i véi thai dd cao ngao ctia Ly Tar Nhir, nang cling khong qua
dé y, du sao nang di quen v&i thai do lanh lung nhu vdy. Nghia phu chung
tinh v6i Linh di, Pai vuong phi bi lanh nhat ty nhién trong long s& khong dé
chiu, ma nit nhi cua Pai vuong phi sé cang khong than thi¢n vo1 nang.

Nhung nim gan day, Linh di luon cb ging hét strc, khong dé cho nang bi
cubn vao trong cudc dau tranh sing cua nit nhan. Nang cho du khong phuc,
nhung vi Linh di, ciing danh phai dé nén tinh cach ctia minh lai, 1au dan ciing
thanh thoi quen.

Du sao nudc song khong pham nude giéng, nguoi khac khong lan trén dau
clia nang, nang cling tuyét khong tim nguoi gy phién toai, cudc song mac du
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kho tranh khoi va cham, nhung that ra ciing khong dén ndi xay ra xung dot gi.

Chang qua la... Nghi t6i Linh di than thé gy yéu, nang khong khoi tho dai,
trong 10ng bong thay khong yén nhung khong cach ndo giai thich dugce ndi
bat an do.

Luc nay, vién bao thach trén mat ca chan nang gidng nhu 1a ¢6 linh tinh
néng 1€n, lam nang cdm thay choang vang, nguoi nang lao dao, gio tay 1én do
lay tran.

“Quan chua, nguoi chong mat sao?” Ha Tric voi vang dua tay do nang,
“La do vét thuong?”

“Khong c6 gi dang ngai dau.” Ly Vii Duong mién cudng mim cuoi, tran an
ty ntr.

M3di 1an c6 loai cam gidc bat an nay, nhat dinh s& c6 viéc phat sinh. Nang
con nhé rd mét 1an kho chiu, chinh 1a nim Ly Nac ba tudi roi vao ho sen
trong Vuong phu. Khi d6 néu khong phai nang vira lac di ngang qua, so rang
Ly Nac da sém kho gitr dugc cai mang nho nay.

Cudc song yén binh nay con co6 thé kéo dai bao 1au? Anh mat lo dang
ngang dau nhin bau tro1 den ngom, ndi tdm nang cling khong c6 dap an.

Pém dong, tuyét bay mit mu, Ly Vii Duong chot tinh giac, nang cham réi
mo mat, roi trung 1én.

Nhin qua tam man, anh sdng bén ngoai n6i cho nang biét, hi¢n tai tro1 con
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chua sang.

Nang hoi ngap ngdi dy, quay dau, bdng tiép xuc voi mot doi mat den nhu
muyc, sang trong dang méd to, ca nguodi nang lp tirc thanh tinh, sdc mat dai
bién.

“Nguoi...” Nang nhan ra Liéu Nham phong, hin vin mdt than 4o tring don
bac, mat khong chut thay d6i ding trong bong téi lang lang nhin nang,
“Nguoi... Lam sao nguoi lai ¢ cho nay?”

Liéu Nham phong khong n6i mét cau, nhung cham rii dit chai thudc 1én
ban, sau d6 quay lai cho cii.

“Pay la cai gi vay?” Nho vao anh nén bén givong, nang khd hiéu nhin nhat
14 ° 4 ,
cu nhat dong cua han.

Han khong néi cau gi, chi yén lang xoay nguoi dua lung vé phia nang.

Nang nhuéng may, 1ap tic tung minh xudng giuong, than thé vira tiép xtc
vo1 khong khi lanh lién co ram lai. Luc nay, nang that bdi phuc han trong
dém dong lai ¢6 thé chi mac mot chiéc 4o don nhu vay.

Nang voi vang cam thém chiéc 4o choang, di ti bén canh ban cam lay chai
thudc: “Pay la cho ta sao? B¢ boi 1én vét thuong?”

Han von dang muodn ro1 di nhung nghe nang hai lién ngung lai, cham rai
gat dau.
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“Nguoi dac biét cam thudc dén cho ta?” Nang cam lay chai thuoc ding
trudc mat han, ngang dau mim cuoi.

Han lai gat dau lan nira.

Ly Vii Duong can than ngam nghia chai thubc trong tay, mic du chi la
binh str nho, nhung trén than binh di€u khac ti mi mot cay thugc dugc don
gi6, xem ra day 1a mon do6 kha tinh xdo lai sang trong.

“Nguoi dung that 1a ngudi tot.” Nang khong khoi 1am bam tu néi.

Nguoi t6t? Nghe duoc cau nay, mi mat Liéu Nham Phong bong ha xudng.

Néu that ding 1 nguoi tot, Vi Duong Quan chiia méi xtimg dang. Du sao
nang than thé thién kim, tai thanh tri xa x61 nay con c6 diing khi lam viéc
nghia, ra tay ctru gitip ké pham phu tuc tr nhu hdan, maéi 1a hiém thay.

Tuy nhién khi nghi lai, han cam thdy Vii Duong Quén chta voc ngudi tuy
hoan my, nhung that sy khong cé dau oc, chi vi mét nguoi xa la khong quen
biét ma dé cho ban than gip nguy hiém, du rang khong thé pha nhan nang da
gy an tuong voi hin khong chi boi dang vé bén ngoai, ma con vi tinh than
trong nghia khi.

“Pém khuya dua dén...” Nang givong 1én khoe miéng, “TAm ¥ nay that
khién Vi Duong xuc dong.”

Nhin bo dang cudi dac y ciia nang, Liéu Nham Phong khong nhin duoc bat
dac di gat dau, “Thuong thé cua nguoi du sao cling 1a do ta gay ra.”
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Nghe thanh am tram thap ctua han, chai thudc trén tay nang thi€u chut nira
ro1 xuong dat, tay chan luong cudng voi vang do lai, vé mat nang ngac nhién
nhin han, “Thi ra 1a nguoi c6 thé n6i?”

Hén nhan nhat liéc nang, ddi v6i cam giac kinh ngac d6 thiy khong can
giai thich. Cho t&1 bay gio, han chua tung bao rang minh khong thé noi
chuyén.

“Hém nay nguoi & trén pho bi ngudi khac khi dé, sao nguoi khong noi 16
nao vay?”

Khi d6, cho du han 1én tiéng, tinh hinh ciing s& khong thay d6i, chi bang
tiet kiém strc lyc. Pao 1y don gian d6 ma nha dau nay con muon hoi? Khoe
miéng Liéu Nham Phong nhéch 1én.

“Thudc nay nhé thoa sém,” Han nhin chai thuéc, dam mac m¢é mi¢ng dan
do, “mdi1 khong luu lai bat ky vét seo nao.” Nang 1a mgt c6 nuong xinh dep,
han khong hy vong nang vi minh ma bi dé lai seo.

“Yén tam, ta s€ nhd ma.” Nang nim that chit binh thudc trén tay noi.

Han gat dau, xoay nguoi muon roi di, nang biét thé nhung mot 1an nira vay
trudc mat han, to gan chan duong.

Han kho hiéu thay nang cup mi xuong.

“Nguoi vao bang cach nao?” Nang kho nén to mo hoi. Can Vuong phu dé
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phong nghiém ngit, nguoi binh thuong khong thé dé dang ra vao.

“Pi t61.” Han dap hoi hot.

“Ta di nhién biét 12 nguoi di t6i!” Nang nhin troi liéc mat, d6i v6i cau tra
101 khong hai long 1am, “Y cua ta 13...” Nang budng tha thd dai, phat tay mot
cai, “Thoi quén di, quan nguoi vao bang cach nao, du sao cling khong quan
trong, ngudi binh an 1a tot rdi. Nhung 1an sau, nguoi ding nghi c6 thé may
man nhu thé ndy, trir phi c6 ta mang nguoi theo, néu khong dé gia dinh hoic
thi vé nhin théy, nghi nguoi la trdm, s€ dem nguoi danh déy.”

“Nhung ta du sao ciing 1a tién vao.”

“Ta biét.” Nang khong phan bac han, “Lan ndy nguoi gip may. Puogc r6i,
né nguoi bat chap nguy hiém dua thuoc, bay gio ta dan nguoi di ra ngoai.”

Han ldc dau. Bén ngoai tuy€t da roi, néu nang that dua han ra ngoai, c6 thé
s€ bi cam lanh.

“Khong sao dau.” Nang vui vé kéo tay, “Di thoi.”

Liéu Nham Phong nhiu mat, nhin ning cam céanh tay cia minh — nam ni
thu thy bat than, nit nhan nay chang 1€ khong hi€u? Hon nita nang con la mdt
Quan chua!

Thay 4nh mat han bién chuyén, nang kho hiéu nhin lai.
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“Nam nir thu thu bat than.”

Nghe ciu no6i lanh nhu bing, nang hoang mang chép mat, tay con dit trén
canh tay han.

“Sau nay doi voi nguodi khac cling dung tuy tién nhu vay.”

Ly Vii Duong c6 chut khong giai thich dugc nhin han. Giong néi 4m tram
lam nguoi ta phat run, xem ra duong nhu 1a n6i1 gian, nhung nang that su
khong rd vi sao han lai tirc gian?

Nang dung thang nguoi, dang dinh budng tay ra, lai nghe han noi:

“Nhung ma nguoi co thé 16i kéo ta.”

Lo1 cua han lam nang sung sot, anh mat hai nguoi giao nhau, nang nhin
khong dugc cuoi lén.

Han lanh lung nhin nu cudi cia nang.

“Nguoi that 1a thu vi.” Néu han néi nang co6 thé 16i kéo han, vdy nang s&
khong khach khi. “Pi thoi.”

Nhung méi di may budc, nang dot nhién dimg lai, khién Liéu Nham Phong
O phia sau xém chut nira va phai.
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Han nhiu may, ngo vuc nhin nang.

Ly Vii Duong quan sat hian, mo hd c6 cai gi khéng ding, nhung lai nghi
khong ra...

Dot nhién, tia sang 16e 1én trong dau, nang kéo manh tay hin, ti mi kiém
tra, “Nguoi...VEt thuong trén tay nguoi dau?”

Nang nhé hom nay & trén pho, tay ctia hdn rd rang boi vi va cham véi hon
da nén bi chay mau, nhung hién tai dirng noi 1a ¢c6 mau, ngay ca vét thuong
do6 cling khong con.

“Khong sao.” Han khong luu tam tra 10i.

Nang kinh ngac ngang dau nhin han, “Khong sao?! Nguoi noéi dua a?”

“Ta that su khong sao.” Su that & trudc mat, con bao han no1 dua? Quan
chua nay tam phan dau oc c6 van de.

“Oi troi!” Nang liéc nhin ban tay to 4m ap d6, “That khong van dé gi?!
Nguoi c6 phai 1a nguoi khong? Néu khong lam sao ¢6 thé khéi duge nhanh
nhu vay?” Néu nang nhd khong 1am, vét thuong kia cling khong coi 1a nhé!

Han mim moi khong noi, khong muon gidi thich nhiéu.

“Ta biét r61!” Vé mat nang khen ngoi noi: “Boé1 vi nguoi 1a dai phu, cho
nén co rat nhi€u dugce liéu quy hiém ding khong?” Nhé té1 han méi vira cho
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nang thudc, ngay ca binh chta dugc lidu ciling 13 loai tinh my, co thé thay
duoc hdn han 1a rat tai gio1, khong chi vé dep, ma con la than y.

Lan nay, Liéu Nham Phong khong tra 10i.

“Viy... Nguoi co thé giup ta chita tri cho mot ngudi duge hay khong?”
Mot ngon Itra hi vong bung 1€n trong mat Ly Vi Duong.

Han cti dau liéc nang mat cai, trong long mo ho cam thay khong on.

“Hay ctru lay Linh di ctia ta.” Vé mit kich dong, ddy mat nang hién 1én tia
khan cau, “Ba ay la thtr phi ciia Can Vuong gia.”

Anh mat hin bdng tré nén lanh 180, han rat tay minh vé, “Khong ctru.”

“Tai sa0?” Nang nam chat han khong tha.

“Nguoi cua hoang that...” Tiéng nd1 tram xuong, “Ta khong clru.”

Ly Vii Duong stng s6t. Trén doi nay bao nhiéu ngudi udc co thé cung
hoang that nho va chut quan hé, chi c6 han trén mat lai viét ro hai chit chan
ghét. “Tai sao chr?” Nang nhe giong hoi.

Hin nghiém mit 1anh mac mién cudng, khong co6 y dinh tra 1.

“Puoc roi, nguoi khong dinh noéi cho ta biét, ta ciing khong ép.” Nang
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gidng nhu bat dugc diém yéu cia han, dot nhién hoi téi: “Nhung ta ciing 1a
nguoi hoang that vay, vi sao nguoi chiu tang thuoc cho ta?”

“Cai d6 khong giébng nhau.” Ngay tu: trude luc téi day, trong long Liéu
Nham Phong vi hanh dong nay ma ¢ gang tim 10i glal thich hop 1y, “Nguoi
bdi vi clru ta ma bj thuong, ta lvu tAm... Ta khong thé bo mic nguoi duoc.”

“Nhu vay dé hon r6i!” Ly Vii Duong nhe nhang vd tay, “Ta vi ctru nguoi
ma bj thuong, cho nén nguoi d3 pha nguyén tic ctia minh rdi, néi cach khac —
nguoi pha nguyén tic 1an nita cling dau c6 sao? Vay 1a nguoi ¢ thé cru Linh
di ctia ta roi, khong phai sao?”

Pay la kiéu 1y sy gi thé? Liéu Nham Phong xem thudng nhin nang. N
nhan nay dau 6c that sy c6 van de.

“Cé6 duogc hay khong?”

“Khong dugce.” Han van lac dau, khong vi khuén mat xinh dep khan cau
ma co chat dao dong.

“Ta van xin nguoi ma!” Nang chua tr bé y dinh chap tay trudc nguc noi.

Han van kién quyét tir chéi, “Ta chi 1a mot lang trung giang ho, néu Can
Vuong gia d3 moi dai phu chita tri cho ai phi ciia han ma khong dugc, ta sao
lai ¢6 kha nang? Néu chita khong khoi, thim chi dan dén mat mang, nguoi cé
thé bao vé ta khong?”

“Ta tin tudng y thuat ciia nguoi.”
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“Khong thé hoan toan dugc, nguoi muon ta di mao hiém sao?”

Nghe 161 hin néi xong, Ly Vii Duong khong khoi chan chur.

Trai tim cua nghia phyu yéu Linh di tha thiét, niang hiéu rd hon bat ctr ai,
may vi dai phu chita tri cho Linh di khong phai 1a y thuat khong cao, ma
chinh 14 s¢ mot khi chuan bi khong tot, so sy trong chan doan, cudi cing
ngay ca tinh mang ban than co thé ciing khong con.

Suy nghl diéu nay, nang 16 ra vé mit budn rau, sau cung thd dai yéu 6t,
“Duoc roi, xem ra 13 ta dd duong dot.” Tram mic mot hoi, nang dung stre lac
dau, “Néu nhu nguoi that khong nguyén ¥, ta cling khong muén khién nguoi
khac thay khé chiu.”

Mac du miéng no6i nhu vay, nhung trong long Ly Vi Duong kho tranh kho1
mat mat. Du sao Linh di bénh tinh nguy kich, than thé da ngay cang suy yéu,
néu c6 hi vong, nang du gi ciing mudn thir mot 1an, nhung Liéu Nham Phong
khong dong y, qua that khong con cach nao khac.

Nhin vé mat c6 don ctia nang, tim hén cam théy kho chiu ky la, nhung mat
khong chut thay doi, bat budc minh phai bat vi s& dong (vén lang khong lam
gi).

“Pi thoi, ta dua nguoi xuat phi.” Nang kéo hian bing qua hanh lang gap
khuc, ngang phong bép, giéng nhu nhé t6i cai gi d6 ding budc lai. “Chd mot
chut.” Nang than nhién cudi véi han, chay vao phong bép tim kiém mot hoi
lau, thidy may cai banh bao va banh hoa mai, hung phan chay dén trudc mit
hén, “Cho nguoi day.”
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Han cti dau nhin mén banh trong tay nang, anh mat day nghi hodc.

“Nguoi mau cam di!” Nét cudi hién 1én trén gwong mit xinh dep cua nang.
“Pé khi doi bung c6 thé dn. Ping rdi, nguoi tén 13 Liéu Nham Phong dung
khong? Ta thay dugc trén btrc ve.”

Han lang lang nhin nang, gat dau mot cai. Ly tri né1 véi minh khong nén
qué muc gan nang, nhung nang lai 1a nguoi dau tién x6ng vao trai tim han.

Mot ¢o gai thang than xinh dep dong long ngudi — nghia nit ciia Can
Vuong gia Ly Nhac, mic du khong c6 huyét thong hoang toc, nhung ciing 1a
mot thanh vién trong hoang that, néu han con c6 mot tia 1y tri, thi phai cing
nang vach ro ranh gioi.

Ban ngay sau khi nang roi di, trong cho tiéng ban tan da cho han biét than
phan cta nang. Ciing biét nang cung Can Vuong gia that ra khong c6 lién hé
mau mu nao, lai rat duoc thuong yéu. Gan ddy, Vuong phu dang tich cuc
thay nang chon Iya mot vi hon phu tuong lai tai mao song toan...

Nghi dén diéu nay, 10ng han dot nhién cing thang.

“M4y ngay nay nguoi co ra chg bay quiy hang khong?” Nang hoi.

Nhin khuén mat xinh dep, d61 mo6i han mim chat, lac dau. Hai ngudi ho
thudc veé hai thé gidgi khac nhau, khong nén ¢ lién hé nira.

Nhi€u ndm nay, moi khi dén tét han s€ xuéng nai, muc dich 1a dé tim kiém
toc nhan cia minh, day la trdch nhiém, nén han khong thé, cling khong cho
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phép minh dé tinh cam lam phén tam.

“That sao?” Thay hin lic dau, trong ndi tim nang khong khoi tiéc nudi,
“Ta théy tranh nguoi v€ vo cung dep, dinh mo1 nguoi vé mot bire dé chtc tho
phu vuong.” Pua hin dén cira sau cia Vuong phu, nang kéo cira, ngang dau
cudi mét tiéng, “Nguoi di di, tuyét roi roi, trd vé nhd can than chat.”

Bong tuyét roi bay trén dau nang, 1y tri bao hian nén roi di, nhung hin van
khong nhin dugc vuon tay vén tuyét trén téc nang.

Trong dém tuyét roi day troi thé nay, bong dang yéu kiéu cua nang lam
nguoi ta khong cach nao khang cu.

“Ngay mai.”
“Sao co?” Nang kho hi€u nhin han.

Hin ha mi, trén mit van khong hién suy nghi, “Ngay mai ta s& vé& tranh dua
t61 cho nguoi.”

P6i mat clia nang boi cAu ndi Ay ma bdng nhién téa sang, “Khong can dau,
ta s& dén cho gip nguoi. Pung tlly ¥ x6ng vao Vuong phu nita, trong phu
khong phai ai cling 12 nguoi tot.” Nang cling khong mudn han bi ngudi cua
Pai vuong phi bat duoc.

“Tuy nguoi.”
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“Vay chung ta di dinh roi, ngdy mai gip nhé.” Nang cudi tuoi.

Nang cudi, khién cho trai tim han nhu bi kéo di. Han ly lai tinh than,
giong nhu lic dén nhe budc khoi cra Vuong phu, rat nhanh bién mat trong
dém den.

Nu cudi ctia Ly Vii Duong khong vi han roi di ma bién mat. Xem ra nam
nhan nhan lanh lung nay, that sy cling khong v6 tinh nhu vay, khong ching
c6 1€ cau thém may lan nira, han s€ nguyén y chita tri cho Linh di.

Hon nita sau trong tham tim, nang khong nghi s& tam biét han, khong
nhitng muon han ra tay ctru chita Linh di, ma nang con chd doi gdp lai hdan
lan nira.

Hién gio, bang tuyét bao trum ca ving dat, han khi lanh run, nhung trong
long cua nang, van day am ap deé chiu...
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Chuong 4

“Quan chua, chuyén nay néu truyén di thi khéng duoc dau.” Ha Trac hau
ha chu nhan mac y phuc khong ngirng nhac di nhac lai.

“Vay ching ta khong dé cho né truyén di 1a duoc réi ma?” Ly Vil Duong
xoay nguoi cuoi khé, nhin vé mat kho s cia Ha Trac, cam thay hét strc tha
VI.

Luc nay, Ha Truc dang rat khong mudn nhung ciing phai cam 1ay mét bo y
phuc ty nt mau xanh thay cho nang, trang phuc nhu vay di ra ngoai, nguoi
nao bict dugc day la Quan chua chu?

Ha Vi mdt bén nhin ty ty minh dang cau chédt may, con chu tur lai bay ra bo
dang xau xi nghich ngom, nhin khong dugc cudi pha 1én.

Ha Trtc tire gian liéc mudi mudi mdt céi, gio phut quan trong ndy ma no
con cuoi duoc.

“Ty ty,” Ha Vii & mot bén hung phan dé nghi, “Néu nhu ty lo ling, khong
bang chung ta cting theo Quan chtia xuat phu di?”

“Mubi?!” Ha Tric cdt toc cho chi tir, liéc xéo khudn mat cung minh 16n
1én gidng nhau nhu dtc, khong chut nghi ngoi lic dau, “Hay 1a tinh thé nay,
minh ty di la duoc. Néu that dé mudi theo Quan chia ra ngoai, chi s¢ von 1a
khong c6 chuyén gi ciing bi mudi giy ra mot déng.”

Guong mat Ha Vii khong khoi xu xudng.
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“Mudi ¢ lai day, lam chut it banh hoa mai cho Quan chua, tién thé pha luén
am tra.” Ha Trac dan do, “Néu Quan chua tré vé phu ma doi bung, cé thé
dung ngay.”

“Mudi bict r61.” Ha Vi rat khong nguyén y xoay nguoi di ra ngoai.

“Quan chua... Chung ta ban lai viéc nay nhé?” Ha Tric bong nhién noi.

Ly Vii Duong soi minh trong guong, anh mat cham phai Ha Truc trén do,
nang nang mi, “Sao co?”

“Chi bang, nd ty thay thé Quén chiia xuat phit mot chuyén, di ngay roi vé
ngay.” Ha Trac chua tir bo v dinh ngédn can chu tr xuat phu trong dau.

Ly Vii Duong nghe viy cudi mot tiéng, mac 4o bong vao, sau dé dimg 1én,
d6i mat voi nang, “Ha Truc 4, nguoi khong can lo ling quéa nhu thé, ta s& than
trong ma. Chi 1a di cho ldy buc tranh chit thoi, nguoi con sg ta s& gy ndo
loan gi sao?”

Vé diém nay, Ha Trac khong chic chan chat nao. Cho du nang cing Quén
chua 16n 1€n bén nhau tr bé, Quan chia ciling chua ting xem ty mudi ho 1a
nguoi ngoai, nhung du sao chi t& van khac biét, néu gip chuyén that, Quan
chua ra 1énh mot tiéng, du nang cam thay khong 6n ciing phai tuan theo.

“Trang phuc cua ta nhu thé ndy, nguoi khac khong nhan ra dau.” Ly Vi
Duong dic ¥ noi. Dé tranh khoi bi nguoi khac mach chuyén trude mit Linh
di, nang suy nghi ky cang, chon cach gia trang thanh ty nir, mang theo Ha
Trac xuat pha mot chuyén.
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Ha Truac thd dai, biét minh nhiéu 10i vo ich, chi ¢6 thé yén ling di theo chu
tur tr ctra sau chuyén danh cho ha nhan ro1 khoi Vuong phu.

Vira dén phd, cho van nao nhiét nhu thuong ngdy, anh méat Ly Vii Duong
trong ddm dong tim kiém quay hang ctia Liéu Nham Phong, nhung hoan toan
khong thay.

“Quan chua, nguoi do6 chac khong té1 dau.” Ha Triuc & mot bén nhe giong
noi.

Ly Vii Duong khong dap, anh mat vin ddo dac trong dam dong. Nang tin
han s€ dén, bé1 vi han da hira véi nang, cho nén tuyét doi s€ dén!

“Cho nguoi.”

Mot cudn tranh dot nhién tir trén troi roi xubng, nang kinh ngac voi Vang
vuon tay don ldy, ngudc mat 1én, cham phéi con nguoi den sang cia Lidu
Nham Phong.

Han van nhu trong hoi tudng cua nang, chi mac mot chiéc 40 mong mau
trang, mac du co chut phiéu dat tuan lang, nhung tro1 lanh nhu vay, nang rat
lo han s€ bi cam lanh.

“Nguoi da dén r61.” Nang 10 ra cuoi yéu ot.

“Ta noi thi ta s& lam.” Mit han khong chut thay doi.
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Nhin vé mit vui ming cua nang, thdy dau miii nang vi han khi lanh dén
noi do ca 1én, han khong nhin dugc dua tay cham vao go ma lanh nhu bang
kia. Xem ra nang da ¢ trong tuyé€t doi han mdt luc 1au roi.

“Khong phai nguoi téi cham, 14 ta dén som thoi.” Nang khong tranh né su
dung cham cua han, trong lic mo hdé duong nhu con thay trong mat han hién
1én mot tia &y nay.

Ha Tric ¢ mot bén thay vay trimg to mat. Quan chua 1a thién kim 14 ngoc
canh vang, nam tr nay tai sao co thé tuy ¥ cham vao mat Quan chta? Trong
long nang khong khoi ndon nong.

“Ta mod ra xem nha?”

“Pay da la cua nguoi.” Han nhan nhat tra 101.

Ly Vii Duong can thin mo buc tranh trong tay, mot rimg thong cing véi
hac bay day tro1, con c6 hang chir dé cau — Song tho ngang troi dat, téa sang
nhu nhat nguyét (*).

(*): nguyén van la 5 RS, FH AR — di thién dia té tho, tinh
nhat nguyét dong huy, nho ss ngocquynh ra tay do ™

"7

“Buc tranh rat dep, cau dé cling hay nira!” Nang khong khoi khen ngoi,
Xxem ra vura vui vé vura boi phuc, “Cam on nguoi, phu vuong ta chac chan s€
rat thich.”
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Ly Nhac c6 thich hay khong, Liéu Nham Phong hoan toan khong quan
tam, han chi 1a mu6n nhin nang n¢ nu cuoi ma thoi.

Ha Trac 4m thim quan sat vi nam tir tré tudi trudec mat. Trén guong mit
trang tréo 1 séng miii thang tip, con nguoi den 1ap lanh co than, mic di mat
khong chat thay doi, nhung khac biét 1a khi thé cao ngao, khong thé nao phu
nhan rang day 1a mot nam nhan anh tuan...

Nhung nguy roi!

Nhin vé mat vui vé caa chu tu, trong long Ha Truc vo cung bét an, du noi
thé nao, duong duong 1a Quan chiia khong nén c6 dinh dang té1 dan thuong.
Nang v0i vang thuc giuc Ly Vi Duong.

“Quan chua, tranh da 1ay duoc ro1, chung ta mau tré vé phu théi.”

“Vat va 1am méi xuat pha mot chuyén ma, can gi gip nhu vay? Cam lay ho
ta mot lat.” Ly Vi Duong dem tranh cudn lai, giao cho Ha Truc.

Ha Truc don 1y, trong long 4am tham kéu kho.

“Ngay hom nay la hoi cho cudi nidm roi, ai néy déu ban ron mua do tét,
ching ta ciling tham gia ndo nhiét di.” Ly Vii Duong vdi va n6i. Am thanh
chao moi hang, ngudi dong ron rang. Poi mat nang toa sang cau khan Liéu
Nham Phong. “Cung di véi ta nha, dugc khong?”

Han suy nghi mét lat, gan nhu khong suy nghi ma gt dau.
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Vira thdy han dong ¥, nang lap tirc hung phan 16i kéo han trén dudng phd,
ghé vao hét gian hang nay dén gian hang kia.

Puong duong 14 Vit Duong Quan chua ciia Can Vuong phu, trén duong 16i
kéo nam nhan nhu thé ra thé thong gi nira? Ha Truc thay canh tugng nay, so
t61 muc hai mat mo to, vo1 vang duoi theo.

“May ngay trudc trong thay céi nay, ta lién mudén mua vé phu cho d¢ d¢.”
Nang cam lay mot con bup bé dat sét, ngang dau nhin han noi, “DPéang tiec da
bi nhitng tén 4c 6n kia lam héng mat.”

Han nhin cai tran cua nang, “Con dau khong?”

Nang lac dau, “Thudc cta nguoi rat than ky, rd rang vira méi bi thuong,
dap thuoc thé da lén da non r61, xem ra that khong luu lai seo dau. Ti¢n thé
nguoi nén dén tham Linh di mdt chat -

Anh mat han kién dinh, “Khéng!” Mot chir don gian lién cat ngang 10i
nang.

Ly Vi Duong khong nhin dugc biu moi.

“Quan chua,” Ha Tric ghé vao tai chu tir n6i nho, “Chi 1a lang trung giang
ho, sao nguoi co thé bao han tri bénh cho Vuong phi? Néu han tai nhu vay,
cling khong dén noi tro1 lanh thé nay chi mac mdt chiéc 4o don bac thé kia.”

Lo1 cua Ha Trac khong phai khong co 1y, Ly Vii Duong nghe vay ngay
ngan ca nguoi, nhat thoi khong biét tra 10i nhu thé nao.
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Mic du chi c6 thé néi cing han 1 tinh ©0 gap go, nhung hin van cho nang
mot cam giac quen thudc, lam nang cho rang hal nguoi da gap nhau ¢ noi nao
d6, chang qua 13 nang khong tai nao nhé ra noi.

Liéu Nham Phong cam ldy mot con bup bé, dit vao tay nang.

Nang kho nén vui mung, “Tang cho ta sao?”

Han gat dau.

“Cam on nguoi truée, nhung ma...” Anh mat Ly Vi Duong vira chuyen
thay mot quay hang cach d6 khong xa, nhu tim thidy muc tiéu, “Ta mudn tra
18 1ai.” Dut 101 nang lién di toi.

Liéu Nham Phong khéng biét nang mudén lam gi, nhung van theo sau,
khong bao lau, trén tay nang khoac thém mot chiéc chan 16ng. Han kho hiéu
nhan may.

“Tang cho nguoi. Budi toi ngt nhé dap 1én.”

Han khong dua tay, chang qua la lang ling nhin nang. Thi ra la nang 16i
kéo han thdm thu cho tét, tham gia ndo nhi¢t, mua d6 choi tang d¢ d¢, déu
chu yéu vi nghi dén mua cho han moét chiéc chan 16ng gitr am.

“Dung tur choi.” Nang cham chi nhin han, chtl y d6i mat den ay chuyén
sang tham tram, nang khong khoi 16n tieng, “Nguoi mau cam di.”
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Hén nhu cii khong tra 10i ciing khong c¢6 hanh dong gi, chi lang lang nhin
nang.

Cho du cach nhau mot khoang, nang van c6 thé cdm nhan dugc anh mat
nan gidi cua han, than thé cua han tya ho cang thang, mat miii cling nhin
khong ra cam xuc.

“Chi 1a mot chiéc chan 16ng thoi ma.” Nang nhe giong md miéng, “Nham
Phong... Cam lay di.”

Nang goi tén han nghe that d& chju... Lifu Nham Phong lac ndy méi phat
hién, da lau khong co6 ai goi tén cua han ro1, han lai vdc mong cai cam giac
than mat nay.

Nhin d6i mit sang ngdi kia, hoan toan khong phai 1a gia vo, khoe miéng
khong khéi givong 1én.

Dot nhién, cach d6 khong xa truyén dén tiéng am 1, tiép d6 1a tiéng thé hon
hén ho 16m —

“Nguoi phia trude mau tranh ra! Mau tranh ra! Con ngua noéi dién roi!”

Cho von di on do, bay gid b0’1 vi mot con ngya hoang trén khoi day cuong
lal cang nhén nhao hon nira, glong nhu ndi nude soi ung uc 1én. Ngua hoang
no6i dién bat chap & trén dudng tan cong loan xa, doc duong di dung biét bao
nhiéu nguoi khong kip tranh né.

Ly Vii Duong nghe tiéng ri loan, tay cadm chiéc chin, khudn mat nho bé
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hoang mang ngod nghiéng, chi thdy mot con ngwa mau ram nang hung hing,
thang t61 hudng nang phi toi.

Dau 6c cua nang bong nhién trong rong, bi€t minh nén mau tranh ra, nhung
chuyén xday ra bat ngo, than thé ctia nang hoan toan khong cach nao phan
ung.

"3

“Quan chua!” Ha Truc théy canh twong nhu vay, mat cling hoang so dén

trang béch.

Nhung Liéu Nham Phong van hoan toan binh tinh, sau d6 phan xa rat
nhanh, nghiéng minh chan trudc ngudi Ly Vii Duong.

Nang kinh ngac nhin hanh dong cta han, vuon tay mudn day ra, lai khong
ngd toi nguoc lai hian cam tay cta nang, than sic nhu thudng kéo nang dung
phia sau minh. Han nghiéng nguoi, con nguoi sang ngdi nhin thang phia
trude, trimg con ngua hoang dang phi thang t6i, than thé van bat dong nhu
nui.

Ly Vii Duong nham tit mat lai, khéng ddam nhin tiép, bat ké luc nay trong
long nang khan cau bao nhiéu di chang nita, nhung dau nang cling chi hién
lén canh nay —

Chi thdy con ngua noi dién phi dén trudc mat Lidu Nham Phong, thé
nhung lai dot nhién hi dai mét tiéng, chom than 1én, vo ngua dap trén khong,
con chut xiu nita bong ding lai.

Cho von dang On do trong nhdy mat yén lang nhu to, khong ai nghi ra dugc
chuyén bat dau nhu thé nao, két thac ra sao.
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Moi nguoi kinh ngac, duy c6 Liéu Nham Phong van dam mac, tay han vo
vO nhe con ngua, no6 cling ngoan ngoan ti€ép nhan dung cham cua han.

Bo dang hién lanh d6, that 13 nhin khong ra mot khéc trude nd con dang
chay nhu dién da thuwong nguoi khac.

Nguoi nguoi chimg kién canh tuong nay, khong khoi tram tro.

Pau tién phuc hoi lai tinh than chinh 13 cha nhan con ngua, hén voi vang
chay téi bén canh Liéu Nham Phong, nhanh chéng khoac day cuong cho né,
cot chat lai. “Tiéu ti, nguoi lam duoc 1am!” Han vira kéo ngua, vira khong
nhin dugc to mo, khong cha ¥ hoi: “Nguoi dén tir dau vay?”

Liéu Nham Phong khong tra 1oi, nhin bon phia ngudi tu tip cang nhiéu, sic
mat khé bién thanh lanh lung.

“Ta b1 con ngua hoang nay lam cho phat di€n,” no1 dén ddy, chu ngua vé
mat buodn rau, “Hiém khi gdp dugc ngua tot, dang tiec da tinh cua no that kho
thuan phuc, xem ra ta nhin sai r61.”

“Ta lai cam thay no rét tot.” C6 1& do ¢6 Liéu Nham Phong & bén canh, Ly
Vii Duong diing cam dua tay vd vd ¢ con ngua. Ma nd ciing nghe 10i, con
liém 1iém tay nang, lam nang phat ra tiéng cudi nhu chudng ngan. “Né that
dang yéu.”

Liéu Nham Phong théy thé, dwa mot it bac vun cho chu ngua.
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Han ta kinh ngac nhin nam tir tré tu6i truéc mat, “Con ngya nay... Nguoi
thue mudon mua?”

Liéu Nham Phong nhan nhat quay di. “Bac nay khong du sao?”

“Pu du da —” chu ngua khong chan chd dem ngua giao cho bon ho, du sao
con ngua hoang khé thuan phuc do déi voi han ma no6i da khong thé dung,
bay gio ¢6 nguoi chiu mua that khong con gi tot hon.

“Hay qua!” Pay mat Ly Vii Duong hién 1én tia sang, giao chiéc chan trong
tay cho Lieu Nham Phong, 1ap trc kéo 1ay chu ngua. “Ma nhi, ma nhi, nguoi
c6 chu nhan mé1 ro61.”

Gid phut ndy day, nu cudi hién trén mat nang giong nhu ngon gié xuan
thoi dén, 1am Liéu Nham Phong tim dap thinh thich, nhung hin c6 gang
khong bi€u hién tam tinh ra ngoai.

Thay nguoi xung quanh vdy xem, hian kéo tay nang, cai dau, nhanh chong
ro1 di.

“Nguoi manh that nha.” Mot tay dan ngua, nang vira dudi theo budce di cua
han, ngang dau nhin bang anh mat chtra day sy bai phuc. “Lam sao nguoi lam
dugc thé? Khién cho ngua dung lai?”

Liéu Nham Phong khong tra 10i. Trdi ban cho han ning luc khong ché van
vat, nhung hén ludn can than, khong cho nang luc xuét hién, dé che du than
phan. Vi trong luc chi manh treo chudng, va vi nang, han lai quén mat ma van
dung hét nang lyc ctia minh...
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“Phép than thong nay co thé day cho ngudi khong?” Ngit diéu nang nhe
nhang cdng thém to mo cung boi phuc, “Neéu nhu dugce, nguoi ¢o thé day cho
ta, muon ta bai nguoi lam su cling khong ¢6 van dé gi.”

Han khong c6 mé miéng, chi ho hitng lac dau cu tuyét.

“Nguoi that lam tic chét ngudi ta ma, ro rang y thuat tham sau khong ra
tay ctru nguoi, vo cong cao cuong cling khong mudn truyén cho nguoi khac!”
Nang c6 chut hon doi nhin han.

Sau tran kinh ngac vi con ngua dién va dén gio 14 4nh mét ctia Liéu Nham
Phong, Ha Trac im ldng nhin trirmg tring, r61 méi phuc hoi tinh than lai, cudc
b gap gap duoi theo.

Ngay liic nay, nang khong thé khong thira nhan, vi nam tir than bi nay that
khong don gian. Mac du y phuc kho coi rat khong xing véi Quéan chua,
nhung néu ndi vé khi phach, nam nhan nay that khong kém gi Vuong gia.

“Png trach ta khong nhiac nhd nguoi,” Ly Vii Duong chua tir b ¥ dinh
tiép tuc noi, “Neéu nguoi khong dem cong phu truyén cho dé tir, ta e s€ no s€
bi that truyén.”

Pi thang dén goc dudng khong c6 nguoi, Lidu Nham Phong méi tha chdm
cudc by cua minh.

“Nguoi khong hiéu.” Han nhan nhat dap.

“Ta c6 thoi gian nghe nguoi noi thi s& hiéu, nhung ma bay gio...” Nang chi
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chi chiéc chan trong tay han, “Nguoi nhan di. Khong can ban khodan, chi la
mot tam chan tho1 ma.”

Han ha mat, cti dau nhin vat d6 trong tay, biét nang da quyét dinh roi bén
gat dau nhan.

Qua khtr da trai qua khién han kho c6 thé moé rong tdm, vu tan sat nam do
da giét hét tat cd moi nguoi, me han chét tham trong tay binh linh cta trieu
dinh khién han khong c6é mot tuoi tho tron ven, trén vai luén dé nang trach
nhiém.

Nhitng ndm qua, hin budc phai dong chat tinh cam cia minh, bat luan doi
mat voi bat ky tinh hudng nao, cling khong thé c6 mot chat yéu dudi, nao
nung hay bdc 16 budn vui.

Chi Ia chiéc chan 16ng thoi — thanh am trong tréo vong trong tai, tay ctua
han chan chu r61 vuot chiéc chan do, bang mot cach rat nhe nhang. Sy xuat
hién ctia nang, khién tat ca suy nghi cua han déu roi loan.

Bon ho khong thudc cung mot cai thé gidi, han rat hiéu, nhung nang van
khong so¢ hai... Ban tay am ap nhe siét tay nang, mdt suy nghi manh li¢t hién
lén — han mudn nang!

Dot nhién tay bj han nam chit 1am Ly Vi Duong cam thay chut kinh ngac,
nhung nang khong né tranh, chi dé 16 nu cuo1 diu dang nhin han.

Han nhe lac dau, khong md miéng, nhin nu cuodi cia nang, trong long bat
dau sinh 0On tinh.
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Nhung vao lac ndy, han dot nhién phat hién c¢6 anh mat theo ddi minh &
phia sau, khong khoi nhiu may.

Hén nghiéng ngudi, con nguoi den nhanh lo ding quét qua noi c6 anh nhin
lanh 1€0 do. D61 phuong cling bat vi s¢ dong, trung trirng han khong tha.

“Sao thé?” Ly Vii Duong nghiéng dau hoi, thdy han c6 vé khac la.

Liéu Nham Phong phan tim quay sang nang, lac quay lai, d3 thdy bong
dang do6 bién mat.

Khong c6 gi.” Pua tay vd mong ngua, cho du phat hién co cai gi bat
thuong, than sac han van luoén binh tinh nhu vay.

Tén xuat quy nhdp than kia c6 thé xur ly sau, hién tai trong mat han chi co
nu cuoi long lanh cua nang — nit nhan duy nhat trong cudc doi nay cham vao
trai tim han.
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Chwong 5

T6i hém nay, Can Vuong phu bi bao phil bdi mot bau khong khi ning né,
Ly Vii Duong dung canh bén ngoai Minh Nguyét cac, guong mat kho nén nodi
vé mat sot rudt.

bau xuan phuong Bac van la mot man tuyét trang xo6a, han khi rung ca
minh, m&i qua nam thoi, co thé yéu 6t cuia Linh di da bi nhiém phong han.

Pém hom nay, Linh di dot nhién ngét lim di, nghia phu phai phai ngudi
mo1 dai phu dén chan mach.

Vi khong dugc quiy nhidu dai phu, cho nén Ly Vii Duong khong thé 1am
gi khac hon 1a nong long doi ngoai ctra phong, khong ngung di téi di lui,
thinh thoang con vuon ¢6 nhin 1én vao bén trong.

“Quan chua, nguoi dung voi, Linh Vuong phi s€ khong c6 chuyén gi dau.”
Ha Tric & mot bén tran an, that ra thi trong long nang ciing rat lo ling. Linh
Vuong Phi 1a mot ngudi tét, bon ha nhan trong Vwong phu ciing hi vong
ngudi c6 thé binh an vuot qua cira ai nay.

“Ta biét, nhung ma dai phu di vao lau nhu vay...” Nang lo lang nhin ty nit
cua minh, “Ha Trac, ¢6 phai la Linh di s&...”

“Quan chta, nguoi dung ty hu doa minh, Vuong phi cat nhan thién tuéng.”
Luc nay ddy, nang dang nhd téi mot ngudi. “Ngay mai ta nhat dinh phai

dén nho Nham Phong chuyén cua Linh di.”
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Ha Tric tring mat nhin, noi tring diém yéu, “No ty e Liéu cong tir s&
khong dong y.”

M4y ngdy nay, mic di nang van nghi rang chuyén Quan chua va Lidu
Nham Phong gan gili nhau khong phai 1a chuyén tét, nhung vai ngay trude,
nang v6 ¥ nga tlr trén lau xudng, té gdy chan, tuong rang doi nay khong thé di
lai dugc, chang ngd Liéu Nham Phong lai ra tay ciru gitp.

Han cham ctu tri liéu khong mat may ngay, tir hai chan khéng c6 cam
giac, chi mdi hai ngay thoi da c6 thé xudng giuong, hoat dong nhu thuong,
khong khac gi trude.

Cho nén, cho du trong long nang doi véi Lieéu Nham Phong con c6 hoai
nghi, nhung dau sao han cling 1a an nhan, nang cling khong nén noéi thém gi
nua.

Ly Vii Duong nghe vay trong long tram xudng, khong nhin duoc bat man,
“That khong biét sao ma hén hep hoi thé?” Mdi khi tré vé, chi can nang nhéc
t6i viéc chit tri cho Linh di, mit hin s& danh lai, khién nang khong tai nao mo
miéng duogc.

diendanlequydon.com

“Quén chua,” Thanh 4m Ha Trac vang 18n, anh mat dimg lai phia sau Ly
Vi Duong, “Thé tir dén.”

'7’

Ly Vi Duong xoay nguoi. “Phuc ma ma?!” Nang kinh ngac nhin ldo
nuong dm Ly Nic di tdi. “Sao nguoi lai din Ly Nic ra khoi Luc Tric cac?”
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“Bam, Thé tir lam am T 1én doi di tim mau phi.” Phiic ma ma 1 ngudi phu
trach cham soc Ly Néc, gio phut nay cling c6 vé mat lo lang, “Linh Vuong
Phi da kha hon chua?”

Ly Vii Duong vuon tay 6m Ly Nac, nhe lic dau, “Ta con khong ro nira.”
Thay Ly Nac trong long ho nhe may tiéng, nang voi vang vo vo lung, dau
long néi: “Thé tir bi nhiém phong han chua khéi, mau dwa dé ay vé phong
di.”

“Khong!” Ly Nac dui vao long nang, “D¢ muon tim mau phi.”

“Nac nhi ngoan!” Nang nhe giong trin an, “Troi da tdi, mau phi nghi ngoi
roi, cho sang mai ty dan dé dén gip mau phi —, 16i clia nang con chua dut,
canh cira phia sau lién mé ra, nang khong kip néi hét, d6m Ly Nic néng long
X0ay nguoi.

“Thé tir va Quéan chua dén that vira Iac.” Lao boc trung thanh cua Can
Vuong phu, Khong tong quan xuat hién ¢ ctra phong, vé mat ngung trong,
“Vuong gia cho moi hai vi!”

Thay vé mit ciia Khong tong quan, trai tim Ly Vi Duong dap nhanh, ban
tay cang thang 6m Ly Ndc, tién vao trong phong.

Pai phu vé mit 4y ndy dang dimg & mot bén, sic mit nghia phu ciing ning
triu nhu vay.

Nang 6m Ly Nac, khong chat chan chir voi chay toi bén g1u:0ng quy
xudng, trén giuvong, Tu PO Linh mit mii tai nhot, hai mat nham nghién.
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“Linh di?” Nang bét an goi khé.

Tu PO Linh dang nam & trén givong nghe tiéng goi, cham rai mé mat,
gang guong mim cuoi, “Vii Duong...”

Ly Nic thay than nuong tinh lai, ban tay nhé bé voi nam 1ay tay nang.

Nhin than sic hdc hac ctia Tu D6 Linh, Ly Vil Duong rom rém nudc mit.
Linh di da tan tuy nuéi dudng nang 16n 1én, dé cho nang nhan duoc tat ca moi
diéu tot nhat, néu khong c6 Linh di, Ly Vii Duong nang ndi cho clng ciing
chi 1a mot dira tré mo co6i khong noi nwong tua, nang khong cach nao tudng
tuong dugce cudc séng khong c6 Linh di ¢ bén canh s€ nhu thé nao.

“Mau phi.” Ly Nic bo 1én givong Tu D6 Linh, ndm gon trong long nang.

Tu D6 Linh khé mim cudi, co hét stic gio tay, vo lung nhi tir. “Sau nay
Néc nhi phai lam phién con va phy vuong con r61.”

“Linh nhi,” Ly Nhac nghe vay khong khoi nhe trach, “Nang dung noi
bay!ﬁ,

Nang ngang dau nhin phu quin vé mit nghiém tic nhin dimg & mot bén,
nhe lic dau, “Vuong gia, dé than thiép néi hét. Nam d6 néu khong nho
Vuong gia, than thiép va Vi Duong c6 thé d3 mat mang roi. Pai an dai dirc
ctia Vuong gia, than thiép chi c6 thé bao dap ¢ kiép sau ma thoi.”

“Ta khong thich nang noi nhitng diéu nay dau.” Ly Nhac gian tai mit.
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“Nam d6, nd ti muoi ba tudi da theo hau tiéu thu...” Tu D6 Linh dudng
nhu khong nghe dugc 101 cia phu quan, suy nghi tré& nén mién man, qua
nhiéu nam nhu vy, day 1a 1an dau tién nang nhic t6i chuyén qua kht, “Co
gia va tiéu thu tinh tham nhu chim lién canh, nhung thoi gian hanh phuc
khong duoc qua may nim, co gia gip phai tai kiép, tiéu thu cling di theo, may
ma Vuong gia vu i, thu nhan than thiép va Vi Duong, néu khong thi e kho
bao toan tinh mang.” Nam 4y, néu nhu Ly Nhac dem hai ngudi bon ho giao
cho qudc su, so rang hau thé cia chii nhan di khong con song sot, phai chét
trén dinh ni hoang.

Nang ¢6 hét stc mudn ding day hanh 18, nhung bi Ly Nhac ghi xuéng.

“Vuong gia...” Anh mat 6n nhu nhin thang han, “Than thiép chi c¢6 thé cho
ki€p sau nira bao dap chang...”

“Ping no6i bay!” Ly Nhac kh& cham vao gd ma tai nhot cua ai thé. “Bon
vuong khong cho phép nang chét!”

Nhin vé mit han ngung trong, trong mat day lo lang xen 1dn dau 10ng, nang
bat cudi, nhung dot nhién ho sac sua, khién cho vé mat von nhot nhat cang
thém trang béch.

“Linh nhi?!” Ly Nhac hoang hét. “Pai phu —”

DPai phu voi vang dung kim cham, vat va 1am mai lam cho hoi thé nang 6n
dinh lai.

Khé thé doc trong nguc phu quan, Tu D6 Linh nham hai mat, yéu 6t mé
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miéng, “Vuong gia, than thi€p... Muodn veé lai qué nha.”

Nang va tiéu thu & qué huong 16n 1én v lo vo nghi, d6 13 quing thoi gian
hanh phiic nhat, bat qua qua nhiéu nam nhu thé, dé bao vé Vii Duong, va
cling so tmg voi 1oi tién doan cua tiéu thu trude khi 14m chung, cho nén du
nang c6 mudn ciing chi kiém nén trong 1ong.

Nhu’ng co le 1a nguoi sap hu:O'ng vé 001 am ti, twra nhu chiéc 14 mong duogc
rung vé nguodn cdi, trong dau nang gan ddy thinh thoang lai hién 1én canh
tuong thon x6m bén muia miy von quanh, nang that hoai niém a...

“DPugc.” Khong chan cho chut nao, Ly Nhac lién dap tng, “Bon vuong s€
dan nang trg ve.”

Tu D6 Linh girong khoe miéng, “That sao?”
Ly Nhac qua quyét gat dau.
“C6 cau ndi nay cua Vuong gia, than thiép di thdy thoa man roi.”

“Khong!” Ly Nhac kién dinh nhin nang, that kho chiu khi cam gidc nang
yéu Ot biét nhuong nao trong nguc han, héc mat do 1én, khau khi van chéc
nich, “Ta s& dan nang trd vé, trd vé qué huong cta nang, dé nang duoc ngam
nhin lai canh sic my 16 4y.”

“Pung vay, Linh di hay cung phu vuong hoi hwong di, con s& chim soc
Nac nhi.”
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Ly Vii Duong & mdt bén tan thanh, nang khong muén Linh di phai luu lai
bat ctr ti€c nudi nao.

Tu D6 Linh nhim mét lai, yén ldng mot lat, mot giot 1€ xuét hién duéi
hang mi, tir tir trgt xudng hai ma.

“Than thé cua ta...” Nang tho dai mé miéng, “So 1a khong chiu dung dén
to1 lac do.”

“Co thé duogc.” Ly Vii Duong nhin dai phu do hoi. “Pai phu... Pung
khong?”

Pai phu 16 ra vé mit kho xtr, dimg néi 1a ngdi trén xe trd vé phuong nam,
véi tinh trang co thé 6m yéu ctia Vuong phi, chi s¢ ra khéi thanh khong 1au
da khong chiu dugc roi.

Sac mat cta dai phu d3 cho cdu tra 1oi, nhung Ly Vi Duong van khong hét
hy vong, “Ta khong tin, chang 1€ that khong c6 cach sao?”

“Khéng phai 14 khong co, chang qua 1a...”

Trong dai phu mudn néi lai thoi, hai mat Ly Vii Duong sang ngoi 1én, lap
tirc dig day, “Nguoi mau noi1 di!”

“Lao phu da dé cap qua v6i Vuong gia,” Mat liec vé mat u sau cua Ly
Nhac, dai phu kién tri ti€p tuc noi: “La Mong Hon coc...”
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“Mong Hon coc?” Ly Vit Duong hoai nghi nhiu may.

Nang d3 timg nghe nhic dén son cbc than bi ndy, bén trong c6 mot bd tdc
khong mang thé su bén ngoai, cc chu 13 nguoi c6 y thuit cao minh nhung
tinh cach quai di, khong giao thi€p vd1 nguot ngoai, lai cang khong tuy y ra
tay ctru nguoi, mot khi ra tay 13 do c¢6 nguoi cau xin ma ddi phuong ciing
phai 1a nguo1 quan trong nao do.

Khéng it ké quyén thé dua dén biét bao vang bac chiu bau, chi vi mudn
cdc chi xuat cc, nhung khong bao gio dat duoc... ba ting co nguoi khong
biét ti luong sttc minh ma vao cdc tim toi, nhung cudi ciing nguoi vao roi
cling khong thay tré ra, dan da khong con ai dam budc vao nira.

Vi 4i thé, Ly Nhac da ting phai nguoi di Mong Hon cdc tim kiém cdc chu,
nhung cudi cung van khong thu hoach duogc gi.

“Phu vuong... D6 khong han 1a truyén thuyét sao?” Ly Vii Duong 1am bam
noi.

Ly Nhac lac dau, “Ta thir qua roi, nhung khong qua dugc cua, con khlen
hai tén thudc ha boé mang. Ma cho du mudn cau xin cbe chu Mong Hon cdc,
clng phai gap nguoi cua han ta trude. Van dé 1a ta mac du 1a mot Vuong gia
quyén quy, nhung ngay ca co hoi gip hin mot 1an ciing khéng duogc.”

“Vuong gia, ngudi khong can vi thiép ma cé ging khong can thiét nhu
vay.” Tu Pd Linh suy yéu mo mié€ng, vé mat tai nhot nhin hin, “Than thiép
khong dam c6 y nghi Xﬁng bay nira, chi cu néu thiép c6 ménh hé gi, kinh xin
Vuong gia chiéu ¢6 Vii Duong, vi con bé 13 bao bdi tran quy nhat cia tiéu
thu than thiép.”
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Ly Nhac cti dau, vé mat nghiém nghi, “Ta khong mudn nang noéi thém 101
xui xéo do nira!”

“Pung vy, Linh di, nguoi s€ khong sao dau.” Ly Vi Duong hit sGu mot
hoi noi: “Con sé& di cau nguoi t6i ctru Linh di!” Cho di mudn nang quy goi
trudc mit Liéu Nham Phong ba ngay ba dém, nang ciing s& lam, chi can han
dong ¥ dén kham cho Linh di.

“Khong! Ta khong cho phép con xtc dong ma lam bay!” Tu Do Linh thé
gap gap, trén khuon mat tai nhot day vé lo lang, “Co6 nghe hay khong?”

“Con...”

“Co6 nghe hay khong?” Thanh am néng nay hon.

Ly Vi Duong khong tinh nguyén ma ha miéng, “Viu Duong da nghe.”

“Tét.” Tu D6 Linh lic ndy mai yén tam, khé thd dai, “Linh di mudn con
phai nhé k¥, con 13 Ly Vii Duong, 1a Quan chua Vii Duong ciia Can Vuong
phu, sau nay tim mét nha kha gia ga cho, yén 6n ma song tét. Vuong gia...
T4t ca danh nho cdy vao chang.”

Ly Nhac 6m chit nang, kim nén nudc mat, “Dung gang stc, nang chi mét
moi mdt chut théi, bon vuong... Nhat dinh nghi cach dan nang vé lai qué
huong.”

“Vang.” Om nhi tir trong nguc, Tu PO Linh mim cuoi hai long. “Than
thiép tin tuéng Vuong gia.”
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Ly Vii Duong di t6i, 6m ldy Ly Nic. “Nic nhi ngoan, dé mau phi ngu,
cung ty ty tr¢ vé phong nao.”

“Da.” Ly Niac hon 1én guong mit miu than, ngoan ngodn dé cho ty ty om
v€ phong.

Mic du dap tng Tu D6 Linh tuyét s& khong ¢ tinh lam bay, nhung khi roi
khéi cung Ly Nac, trong long Ly Vii Duong da co6 chu y.

“Tai sao lai khong ctru?”

“Ba ta la ngudi cta hoang that.”

Lai 1a céi 1y do d4 nhic mot tram 1é tdm 1an nay! Ly Vii Duong gian dén
dam chan.

Liéu Nham Phong biét anh mit cua nang dang trimg tring trén ngudi
minh, nhung hdan khong quay dau nhin nang, van ung dung an banh hoa mai.

Han va nang giéng nhau déu thich banh hoa mai, boi vi day 1a mui vi quen
thudc khi han con bé, hin nhé mang mang nam d6 gap nan thiéu chut nita bi
giét chét, nguoi ctru han di cho han dn mén nay, tir d6 vé sau han doi voi tu
vi nay nhé mai khong quén.

“Vay néu nhu ta xin phy vuong huu Linh di, Linh di khong phai 13 ngudi
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ctia hoang that nita, nguoi dong y khong?”

Pau 6c nit nhan nay that 13 ¢ vin dé! Mit hin khong chut thay d6i liéc
nang mot cai, can ban khong cho 161 cia nang 1a that.

“Luong y nhu tir mau, nguoi thiy chét khong ctru thi khac gi giét nguoi
ta?”

“Ta bat qua chi 1a tén lang trung lang bat trong giang hd, khong co bao
nhiéu ban 1anh.”

“Hur! Nguoi can ban khéng phai 1a lang trung giang hd, chiang qua 1a
khong muén xuat thii cru giup moi tu ha thdp minh nhu vay!” Nang dtng
trudc mit hin, bat han ngang dau nhin nang, “Cung lim thi bon Quén chua s&
lay dau ra bao vé nguoi, cho du Linh di c6 bét trac gi, nguoi cling s& khong
rung nua cai 16ng to, nhu vay dugc chua?”

Mot budi sang no, & mot goc trong Can Vuong phi, Ly Vii Duong va Liéu
Nham Phong dang tranh cii 4m T — nhung that ra, chi c6 Ly Vi Duong on a0
ma thoi, con Lidu Nham Phong ling yén nghe, han van ngdi & béc cira véi vé
mat binh tinh, that lau cling khong dap 101.

Pang ding canh chung la Ha Trac va Ha Vi, mac du khong nghe o dugc
hai nguoi dang noi gi, nhung nhin thay bo dang hon hén cua chu tu, cling
doan biét dugc tdm phan 1a Quan chua dang Iang phi suc luc.

Hbi 1au, Ly Vii Duong van chua tir bo ¥ dinh ma tiép tuc thuyét phuc, Liéu
Nham Phong thi van thd o.
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“Liéu Nham phong, hom nay ta nhat dinh phai lam nguoi gat dau, néu
nguoi khong ctru Linh di, ta lién...”

Li&u Nham phong lanh lung nhin nang, bo dang rtra tai ling nghe.
!’7

“Ta lién...” Chan may cau lai, “Ca doi khong qua lai voi nguoi nira

Han khé tho dai, cuc nham chan cti dau tiép tuc an banh hoa mai, khong
hé dem 101 de doa cuia nang bo vao tai.

“Liéu Nham Phong!” Thay dang vé chang thém quan tdm, nang cim phin
kéo tay cua han, bdi vi qua mute kich dong, khién chiéc banh hoa mai trong
tay ro1 xuong nén tuyeét.

Han khom lung dinh nhat Ién.
“Pung nhat!” Nang ngan lai.

Han dung lai, cham rai ngang dau nhin nang, anh mat cua nang vua
nghiém tic vura chan thanh.

“Lan nay la ta no1 that!” Thanh am nang dot nhién trAm han, hoi nhat:
“Chang 1€ ta d61 voi nguoi... Mot chit y nghia cling khong c6 sao?”

Anh mat ctua han lang lang nhin thang nang, maé1 bat ra mot cau, “DPung ép

29

ta.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



“Ta khong phai la ép nguoi, nhung néu khong c6 Linh di, ta ¢6 thé da sém
chét & nai hoang r61.” Nang ding trudc mat hdan, nam canh tay han, hai mat
nhin khong chép, “Van cau nguoi!”

“Pung ép ta.” Han van lap lai cau noi do.

“Nguoi cung hoang that rdt cudc co6 huyét hai tham thu gi, khién nguoi
thay chét ma khong ciru?” Nang khong kim dugc kich dong ma hét 1én, “Tru
phi nguoi cho ta mot 1y do hop 1i, néu khong dung trach ta ép nguoi!”

“Ta khong mudn néi.” Han c6 thé ddp Gng nang tat ca, nhung ngoai trir ra
tay ctru nguoi hoang that, cho du troi c6 gidng hong vii cling khong thé.

Nang quat cuong hat cam 1én, khong dinh lui budc, hai nguoi ai ciing
khong chiu thua ctr dig ngay tai chd.

“Quan chtia, muon am 1 thi hdy cho to61 nay.” Ha Vi dot nhién s¢ hai, “Bén
ngoai... Kiéu cua Quan chta Tu Nhir sap hudng dén day! Chung ta mau di
thoi!”

“Nguoi va Ha Tric tuy minh tim chd tron trude di.” Liu Nham Phong 6m
lay Ly Vi Duong, nhe nhang nhay, thoat cai da bién mat trudc mat Ha V.

Ha Vil kinh ngac trimg mat. Nguoi dau mat roi?!

Ngang dau, nang da thdy Liéu Nham Phong 6m Quan Chua phi than 1én
néc nha roi.
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Oa! Vé mat nang khong khoi than phuc. Nhung ma bay gio khong phai la
luc, nang voi vang chay ve.

Hai ha nhan xuat hién & ctra sau Vuong phi, cho du bi phat hién, ciing c6
thé tiy tién bia mot 1y do nao d6 dé di qua, nhung Quén chaa 1a thién kim
tiéu thu, nhat dinh khong don gian nhu vay, néu dé Quan chiia Tt Nhir trong
thdy nguoi ¢ cung véi nam tir khac, chic chin s& ndi 1én phong ba gi6 16n
trong Can Vuong phil.

Ly Vii Duong lan dau tién ding trén mai hién.
“S¢ sa0?” Liéu Nham Phong hoi.

“Co6 nguoi dang & day, ta khong so.” Nang bi om chit trong nguc han,
ngodn tay chi vé phia ki¢u cua Tu Nhu, “Do6 1a mudi mudi cua ta.”

Han chi 1 phan tam liéc mot cai, nhung ngay sau d6 thu hdi anh mit, trong
can Vuong phu trir nang ra, nhitng nguoi khac han déu khong c6 hung thu.

‘6Di"’

Nang con chua kip m& miéng, ca ngudi da bi han 6m lay, than thé nho
nhan dén chat vao han, nhi¢t dg tir nguodi han truyén vao nguoi nang, lam cho
nang khong cam thay lanh chut nao.

Liéu Nham Phong dua Ly Vii Duong ra khoi thanh, mac du di 1a dau mua
xuan tuyét van trang mgt mang, nhin mit mo dén vo tan.
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“Ma nhi!” Thay chu ngua dang dimg bén ngoai thanh, nang miung r& kéu

1én.

D6 von 1a con ngua hoang tung lam bi thuong ngudi ma han mua dugce ¢
ngoai chg, nguyén ¥ muon tang cho nang, nhung s¢ nang dem vé phu kho
duong khai bdo, cho nén tam tho1 d€ cho han cham soc.

Han budng tay, nang lap tirc hung phan chay dén bén chu ngua tran day
suc song, dirng canh n6 nang cam thay vo cung vui vé.

V& vo than ngua, nang phat hién trén lung né khong c6 diy cuong hay yén
ngua, lién né1 “Chic mung nguoi da gap duogc mdt chi nhan tét nhe.”

Liéu Nham Phong kho hiéu nhiu may lai.

Khoe miéng Ly Vii Duong nhe nhang giwong 1€n, “Mot nguoi tho sdan khi
bat du0’c mot con di ung, mudn thuan phuc nd ben troi chat hai chan, lam mu
hai mat, khién chan no6 khong thé ding duoc, mat khong thé nhin dwoc, séng
trong canh tbi den, huan luyén dén khi no nghe 101 maé1 thoi, né dugce goi la

2 9

‘ngao ung’.

Hai mit nang sang ngoi nhin thang han, khong chat ndo rut ré, nguoc lai 1a
su kham phuc.

Nang tiép tuc no1: “Con cha ngua hoang nay bi tho san bat dugc, dua dén
cho ban d 13 viéc bat hanh roi, boi vi né dén tir hoang da, von c6 da tinh bam
sinh, néu bi thuan phuc réi s rang s& phai chiu khong it kho, nhung né gip
nguoi, dugc nguoi coi soc, van co thé gilt lai ban tinh ctia minh, qua thuc vo
cing may man.”
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Ciing giong nhu nguoi vay, 18 nghi rudm ra ludn that phién phuc, nang
cling muodn tu do ty tai, nhung sao lai 16n 1én trong khué phong, cho 1ap gia
dinh chua?

Khoe miéng han khé nhéch, dua tay dem nang kéo vao trong nguc, “Vi
Duong, trén doi nay luén ludn c¢6 nhi€u chuyén 1a bat dac di.”

Giong noi tram thap nhu mé hoac nang, nang tua vao 16ng nguc han, nhe
noéi: “Nguoi nhat quyét khong ctru Linh di cua ta, cling 1a chuyén bat dac di
sao?”

Nghe nang nhac lai chuyén nay, trong long han khong phai 1a khong buc
minh, chang qua la nhan nhat thé dai, bi€t 1a nang chua ¢6 tir bo ¥ dinh ma.

“Noi cho ta biét di,” Nang ngéng dau, vé mat chd doi nhin hén, “Nguoi
khong ctru ngudi hoang toc, 1y do rot cude la gi?”

Han yén lang mot lac 1au, anh mét vo thirc hudng vé phia xa, lac ndy troi
ngurng do tuyét, khong khi trong lanh, trén dinh ni 1a mot tang tuyét phu,
trong dep vo cung.

“Nam do trieu dinh phai nguoi giét me ta,” Han mo mié€ng, am di¢u khong
chut cam xtc, “Tu do trd di, chi can la ngudi cia hoang tde, cling xem nhu 1a
ké thu cua ta, ddy xem nhu la Iy do r61 chu?”

Than thé nang vi ciu trd 161 &y ma chan dong.
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Han cho nang mot 1y do, ma 1y do d6... Nang khong thé nao c6 thé phan
bac duoc. Ly tri va tinh cdm dan xen, cudi cung, 1a n61 kho tdm kho néi nén
101.

Méi thu giét mau than...

Trong 10ng nang dau x6t, tho dai, bdy gid nang mdi nhan ra mudn hin xuat
tht ctru Linh di chinh 1a 1am khé cho han.

“Ta hi€u r61.” Nang rli mat xudng, c6 gang nd nu cuoi, “Nguoi nén sém
noi cho ta bi€t, néu vay, ta s€é khong ép nguoi.”

Thay 1¢ ctia nang ngung dong ngay trong mat, tim han bdng dung that lai
that kho chiu, nhung han khong thé mém long.

Han cai dau xudng nghiém tic nhin nang. “Vi Duong, trong cudc doi mdi
nguoi ludn c6 chuyén nay hop mai tan, duang lac phai dung lai, co cay cling
phai héo Gia, nguoi ciing phai chét, mang do trdi dinh khong nén can thiép. Dé
ba ta di thoi.”

“Ta biét mang do tro1 dinh,” Nang vuon tay nhe cham guong mat hén,
“Nhung cau tiép theo khong phai 1a ‘su do nguoi lam’ sao?” Nang thap giong
hoi: “Noi cho ta biét di, vi sao ngudi cua tri€u dinh lai giét mau than nguoi?”

Than thé han bong nhién ctimg do, sac mat lanh nhu bang.

Thay vé mat bién do1, nang voi vang md miéng do1 y, “Néu, néu nhu nguoi
khong mudn ndi thi thoi vay, ta chi la to mo thuan mi¢ng hoi mét chut...”
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Nhin bd dang bdi réi ciia nang, hin thoang siing nguoi, tiép do6 kién dinh
cam chat tay nang.

“Bé1 vi ba da yéu mot nguoi khong nén yéu.” Nhirng nam nay, nang la
14 r y y,
nguodi duy nhat ma han trai long minh.

“Yéu nguoi khong nén yéu?” Nang lam bam nhic lai, tya dau vao 16ng
nguc han, cam gidc 4m 4p bao quanh, nang suy nghi nhanh nhay, “La cha
nguoi sao?”’

Han tram mac.

“Ba 4y da yéu ngudi khong nén yéu, cho nén triéu dinh phai nguoi truy
sat...” Nang ro1 khoi nguc hén, nhin vao mét hin, tim duoc cac mdi lién két,
“Cho nén cha nguoi 13 nguoi cia triéu dinh? Néu dén ndi phai khién triéu
dinh dich than ra tay, than phan khiang dinh bat pham, han 13 nguoi trong
hoang that... Ngudi co quyén cao chirc trong... Pung khong?”

Liéu Nham Phong khong tra 161, dudng nhu 13 thira nhan, da cho Ly Vi
Duong dap an.

“Thi ra... Nguoi lai 1a huyét thong cta hoang toc!” Pua mat nhin han mot
luc lau, ngay tur 1an dau gdp mat, nang cling bi€t han ddc biét than bi, qua
nhién nhu nang doan, than thé cua han vo cung khac biét.

Nang nhin khong duogc cuoi 1én.
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Han khoé hiéu nhin nu cuo1 cia nang.

P61 mit nang xa xam, nhung van sang ngodi, “Khong cam thdy tha vi u?
Trong co thé Ly Vii Duong ta khong hé c6 dong mau hoang toc, nhung lai
16n 1én & nha dé vuong, con nguoi rd rang 13 nguoi hoang that, van séng o
chén nui ring... Ong troi rét cude dang dua phai khéng?”

Khée miéng cua han vi két ludn ctia nang ma nhoén mot nu cudi yéu ot
khong de phat giac. “Ta chang c6 quan hé gi voi nha dé€ vuong cd.” Mot cau
than nhién vach rd ranh gidi.

“Ta biét, chang qua 1 nguoi khong muén.” Nang roi khoi nguc han, cudn
theo suy nghi ciia minh. Bat qué chi 1a yéu mot nguoi thoi, nhung lai phai tra
gia bang mang song... Long nang roi boi, khong no1 nén 161 dugce.

Nhin v€ anh mat 6n nhu ctia hdn dang nhin minh, nang bong thay budn,
nghi t61 ngudl me da mat cua han.

Mic du khong 1d nguyén nhan, nhung nang van vi mot nit nhan da ngoc
nat huong tan ma cam thay xot xa, trong long tham quyét dinh.

“Ta mudn dén Mong Hon coc.”

Lo1 cia nang khién cho vé mat han khé thay ddi, nét 6n nhu trén khudn
mat bién mat, nhanh chan bat dugc nang.

Nang hoang hon, ho nhé mot tiéng nhin han, “Sao chu?”
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“Nguoi muon di Mong Hon co¢?”

“Phai”, nang thang than: “Bdi vi dai phu da ndi y thuat cuia coc chu Mong
Hon coc rat cao siéu, chi co diéu...”

“Han ta khong dé dang ctru ngudi.” Han lién tiép 1oi.

“Khoéng sai, nguoi cling nghe qua tin don r6i a?” Nang cuoi mot tiéng, noi
nhd, “Mac du khdong biét tin don la that hay gid, nhung ta van mudn di thu
mot chut.”

“Nguo1 vao coc roi, chi ¢o di khong ve.”

“Ta bi€t.” Di€u nay nang da sém co6 dy tinh, “Cho nén ta & dudi chan nli
cho la dugce, tir noi nay 1€n duong, khoang mdt ngay 1a co thé dén noi dung
khong?”

Han bat dac di nhin nang. “Khong s¢ cuoi cung chang dat dugc gi hét
sao?”

“Con hon la khong lam gi ca.” Nang mim cuoi, vO mat han, “Yén tam dl,
, 5 4 3
ta tu co can nhac.”

Con nguoi den nhdnh cham cht nhin nang, giong nhu muon xuyén thau
tam tu ciia nang, nhung cudi cung chi c6 thé nhe thé dai mot tiéng.

“Dung thd dai. Nguoi da c6 ndi kho tam riéng, khong cach nao ra tay clru
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gitip thi ta phai thir cach khéc, tranh lam kho nguoi ma ¢ thé ctru duoc Linh
di. Cho du chi 13 hi vong xa voi, nhung van con kha ning.”

Han rat muon khang dinh cho nang biét, v6 luan nang lam gi, dén cuoi
cung déu la ton cong vo ich.

Ban tay to cham nhe nhang bd méi d6 mong, nang khong né tranh, d6i mat
diu dang m¢ to.

Han cui dau, hon 1én modi nang...

Nu hon ctia han manh li¢t ma doi héi, mang dén mdt loai tinh cdm nang
chua bao gio trai qua, cudoc doi nay... Nang biét minh da chap nhan han.

Liéu Nham Phong khong c6 gat bé ¥ dinh trong dau nang, boi vi han hiéu
0 bat ludn han c6 nodi gi nang cling van s€ di, chd dén khi nang nhan ra viéc
nay khong c6 két qua nao, ty dong s¢€ budng tay.

Mo6i han gi€t mau than, cho du la vi nang, han cling khong cach nao cdi bo.
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Chwong 6

Tuyét roi.

Ly Vil Duong ngang dau 1én nhin troi tuyét bao la. Pau xuan, mac du tiét
tro1 dudi chan ni da khong con gia rét nhu mua dong, nhung budce chan cua
nang xuan van cham chap chua dén noi nay. Nhin méang tuyét 6ng anh trai
dai trudc mat, nang thd manh, lap tic gop vao khong khi mot ludng khoi
trang.

Mubdn ¢ trong dong tuyét vo tan nay tim kiém mot nguoi, qua 1a chuyén
khong dé dang gi.

Béi vi tin don, Mong Hon cbc ¢o rat it nguoi lui to1. Thém vao do, do co
nguodi vao roi nhung khong trd ra, nén cling c6 161 don noi nay nhi€u yéu ma
quy quai, khién cho n6 von da than bi lai cang thém quy di.

Tro1 con chua sang, Ly Vii Duong da mot nguoi mot ngua roi khoi Vuong
phu, phi thang dén suon nai. Nhung vi 16p tuyét qua day, con ngua khong thé
chay tiép duoc. Nang danh phai xuéng ngua, dit né theo bén canh trong troi
dong gia rét.

Doc duong, nang chang hé gap duogc bat ki mot nguoi hay loai vat nao ca,
xem ra tin don du sao ciing chi 1a tin don.

Dang di, nang dot ngot dung budc lai, bdi vi trude mét xuét hién mot vach
da sau khong thay day. Luc trude, nghia phu c6 noi, hai ga bo ha cua ong da
khong cht y dén vach da nay ma bi truot chan.
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Nang chdp mat, 6n dinh tinh than. Nhin vach d4 phia trudc, néu khong kip
phat hi¢n, c6 1€ nang da roi1 xuong thit nat xuong tan roi.

Ly Vii Duong kéo day cuong, ngiang dau quan sat khap bon phia. Mot bén
1a vach da sau khong thay ddy, con lai bén kia 13 vach nui cao chét véot vuon
dén tan bau troi — trir khi nang c6 thé bay 1én vach nui, hodc cudi miy qua
khoi dinh nti, néu khong dén nude nay, qua that nang di hét duong di.

Nang that vong dua mét nhin xung quanh, ching 1& da cuc khd dén dugc
day roi, lai phai bat dac di ma thoai lui?

N&i khé s nhanh chong chiém 1ay nguoi, nhung Ly Vit Duong ¢6 gang dé
nén, thim nha néu bay gid nodi boé cude thi con qua sém. Khé khin 1am méi
thanh cong rdi khoi phu, ton biét bao thdi gian mdi dén dugc noi day, nang
cling khong muén tay khong trd ve.

“Cdc chil — “ Nang ding budc lai, hai tay vong ¢ khée miéng, dimg ngay
vach nui dung stc ho to, “Cdc chu Mong Hon cdc, tiéu nir 1a Quan chua Vi
Duong cta Can Vuong phi, hém nay téi day c6 viéc mudn nho, xin cbe cha
hay ra mat.”

Trir chinh tiéng vong ctia nang, bon phia hoan toan yén tinh.

Troi van d6 tuyét khong ngimg, roi 1én téc, 1én vai nang, con ngya bén
canh ciling bi lanh dén phat run, nhung Ly Vi Duong hoan toan khong lui
budc.

“Pi di.” Nang budng diy cuong trong tay, v vd lung ngua. “Vé nha di,
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néu khong may s€ chét rét & day mat.”

Dudi con ngua xudng nii xong, nang ciing khong dinh ro1 khoi.

“Cdc chu, tiéu nit 12 Quéan chta Vii Duong cia Can Vuong phu.” Nang van
chua tir bo ¥ dinh, ldp lai mot 1an nita, ciing khong quan tim c6 nguoi nghe
thay hay khong. Nang chi 1a khong mudn dé dang bo cudc nhu vay. “Hom
nay tiéu nir toi day co viéc mudn nho, xin cdc chu hay ra mat.”

Pap lai 1oi nang, chi c6 khong gian hu v6 va mot tran gi6 rét budt.

“Khong sao, du coc chu khong ra, ta cling kién nhan dgi.” Nang quyét dinh
quy xudng, “Coc chu, ti€u nir s€ quy goi ¢ day, doi dén khi nao ngudi chiu ra
gap ta maéi thoi.”

Thién ha khong coO viéc gi kho chi sQ nguoil khong co quyet tam! Ly Vi
Duong quy goi trong d6ng tuyét voi nlem tin kién dinh. Ch1 chéc 14t sau, dau
g01 clia nang deu bi vui trong tuyet trang, nhung nang van khong mudn bo
cuéc ma nhin vé phia trude, doi cdc chit Mong Hon cdc mém long, chiu ra
gap mat.

Chi 1a mot nit nhan khong c6 quan h¢ mau mu cung minh, vi sao nang lai
kién tri to1 murc ay?

Anh mat Liéu Nham Phong khong mét gidy phat nao roi khoi dang nguoi
nhd nhan dang quy trén tuyét kia. Mdc du vé médt binh tinh, nhung trong day
mat han da tran day trc gian.
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Troi lanh nhu thé nay, vdy ma nang con quy gbi trén 16p tuyét day?! Than
thé cua nang co6 thé chiu duoc bao lau?

“Nha dau nay rat quat cuong.”
Yy :

Nghe giong néi gia din phia sau, Liéu Nham Phong khong khoi phan tim
quay dau lai. Vura thay nguoi td1 ngay bén canh, han 1ap trc cti dau. “Trudng
lao.”

Ong lao vo1 dau toc trang x6a, di€n mao hién lanh tram mac dung canh
Liéu Nham Phong, dua tam mat nhin vé cung mot hudng.

T nho, cdc chu cia bon ho da luén lanh nhat, trai nguoc hoan toan véi
tinh tinh cia c6 gai d6. Khi nang vira xuat hién & dudi chan nui, céc chu da
dtng trén vach nai, swong mu von quanh, d6i mat van chiam cha ddi theo
nang.

D61 vo1 chuyén coc chu mot minh ra khoi coc, ong lao khong phai 1a
khong c6 nghe thay, chang qua 1ao hoan toan khong hoi dén ntra cau. Lao tin
tudng nguoi 1do nudi dudng tir tam bé, do1 véi moi viée déu ty biet can nhac.

Trudng 130 ha 4nh mat, suy tu mot 14t, xoay nguoi nhin Liéu Nham Phong,
khong budng tha bi€én chuyén nao trén mat han. “Cdc chu, 1ao ¢6 thé mao
mudi hoi ngudi mot cau?”

Liéu Nham Phong dimg yén, khong dap 10i, xem nhu di dong y.

“V1 Quan chua nay va coc chu c6 phai quan hé 1a...” Lao ngung giong, cho
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dap 4n cta Liéu Nham Phong.

Liéu Nham Phong cham rdi quay dau lai, nhin vao anh mat do xét cia
truong 140, khong cach ndo noéi ra nhimng 101 trai véi lwong tim. Nam xua néu
khong nhd truéng 130, han co thé di chét sém noi nui ring, do vay han khong
nén lira gat ngudi thiy cling 13 vi 4n nhan nay.

Hin rd hon ai hét, xua kia vi mau than yéu ngudi dan 6ng khong nén yéu
méi sinh ha ra hin, 1am ca bd toc gﬁn nhu bi tiéu diét. Mic du mau than da
chét, nhung trong suy nghi cua nhitng nguoi trong tdc con soéng sot kia, hin
cling 1a ké c6 tdi. Cong thém ho cha vi ctru hin, sdng chét chua biét thé nao,
vi vy moi ngudi that khong cé cach nao tha thir cho han duoc.

Neéu khong phai nam do trudng 1ao tu minh ding ra bao vé mdt mang cua
han, con mang theo han cung moi ngudi mot 1an nira tim dugc noi nay lap
nén Mong Hon cdc, han cling s€ khong c6 ngay hom nay.

Anh mat co tri khon khéo ciia 6ng 130 nhu nhin ra dugc tdm tinh cia coc
chu, than thé khong khoi cung do, 1ang nguoi hoi 1au.

Cdc chii that dung 1a mang dong mau ciia mau than, cuc ky giéng me han.

Mau than ctia cdc chi 14 cong chiia hd tdoc, hiéu rd ngudi va yéu khong
chung dudng, som biét thanh kién cta thé gian cudi cing s& day ba vao
duong cung, nhung ba van vi tinh yéu bat chip tat ca, nhu con thiéu than lao
dau vao lira.

Truéng 3o da sdng trén doi ndy hon ngan nam, da thay nhiéu cau chuyén
tinh yéu nam nitt. Cong chua trudc khi chét da phai dau don va hoi han nhu
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thé nao 6ng déu hiéu duogc, bai vi ba khong ngd rang tinh yéu cia minh véi
mot nguoi lai hai chét nhiéu dong toc nhu vay. Nhung néu thoi gian 1dp lai,
trudng 1ao nghi rang cong chlia van s€ khong buong tha moi tinh nay.

“Coc chu.” Truéng lao thé dai, an y no1: “Co nuwong ay du sao cung la
y
nguoi pham.”

“Ta ciing 1a ngudi pham.” Liéu Nham Phong nhan nhat tra 15i.

Trudng 1ao trdim mac mot hoi vé diém nay, 1o khong cach nao phan bac
dugc. Mac du mau than cua nguoi 1a cong chaa ho tdc, nhung phu than lai la
nguoi pham, cho nén coc chu tir nhd khong khac gi ngudi tran.

“Coc chu dung quén mau than ctia nguoi la cong chtia ho toc,” Truong 1ao
nhac nhd. “c6 thé thong hiéu van vat.”

Anh mat Liu Nham Phong roi khoi ong ldo, dimg lai trén nguoi Ly Vil
Duong.

“Nhung d6 12 mau than, khong phai 1a ta.” Ngit diéu cua han cuc ky binh
tinh. “Ta khong phai 1a nguodi, nhung cling khong phai 1a yéu.”

Han dtng giira ranh gidi gitra nguoi va yéu, md mit khong biét ban than
rot cudce thude vé noi dau. Cho dén khi gap g& Ly Vii Duong, han méi tim
dugc cho minh mot bén d6 yén binh. V6 luan 12 nguoi hay yéu, d6i véi han
déu da khong con quan trong nifa.

“Nhiing ndm gan day, mo1 nguoi da cong nhan nhirng c6 gang cua coc chu,
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khong phai hién tai nguoi trong toc cling da kinh can ma thtra nhén ngai 1a
vua 101 do6 sao?”

Liéu Nham Phong tram mdc, khong n61 mot cau.

Mau than da mat timg di theo mot vi than y an cu ndii rung tén Trinh Tay
Tt hoc nghé, cling bat nguodn tir co duyén do, maéi co6 thé quen biét ngudi nam
nhan pham tran kia, tién t61 mén nhau.

Cai chét cia mau than khién Trinh TAy Tt hét strc budn ba. Ong ciing nghi
thong nguyén moi vat trén thé gian la chuyén tbt, tai sao lai roi vao két cuc bi
thuong nay? Cho nén, tir lac Liéu Nham Phong dugc sinh ra, ong da cd gang
truyén day y thuat cho han, béi vi ong nhin ra dugc han gidng mau than, khac
v&i1 nguot binh thuong.

Song sau khi han hoc duogc y thuat trac tuyét lai khong dé dang ra tay ctru
nguoi, ai mudn dugc ctru déu phai van cau han. Liéu Nham Phong yéu cau
nguoi ta tra on béng nhirng vat dung can thiét cho bd tdc, muc dich chu yéu
1a trong thoi gian nhanh nhat ho toc s& vuon cao, ngay cang thém 16n manh.

Pay 14 trach nhiém cua hin, hin ciing chang bao gid nghi téi mudn rdi bo,
chang qua la bay gio... Chang qua la han thich mgt nit nhan, chang 1€ cling
khong thé dugc sao?

“B0 tdc chung ta boi vi cong chiia yéu ngudi pham ma bi truy sat, diét
vong hon phén nira, ngay ca hd chi dén nay van khéng ro tung tich. Coc chi
ldy y thuat vang danh trong thién ha dé tim kiém nguoi trong toc, giup cho
moi nguoi duoc séng yén on. Mt thiy cong cude bao thu sip toi, tit ca dbi
v6i cde chu déu vui 1ong phuc ting... Nang bat qua chi 1a mot co gai pham
tran, 140 than hy vong cbc chu dung vi tinh yéu nam nit ma 1am tré nai
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chuyén 16n.”

Chuyén cii trude kia 1O mon mot trudec mat, trudng 3o vuodt rau, khé tho
dai, trdm tri¢u lan khong mudn chung ki€n coc chu vap phai vét xe do nhu
cong chia. “Lao phu chi n6i dén the, kinh xin coc chu nghi lai.”

Lao dua mat sang Thoi Ngang, muon han trong chung k¥ coc chu, sau do
tam tinh nang né roi di.

“Cdc chu, troi da tdi, chiing ta tro vé thoi.” Thoi Ngang di téi bén canh chi
tu, nhe noi: “Mac du truéng 130 ngoai mat khong noi gi, nhung bay gio trong
long ddi véi hanh dong cua ngudi 1a khong chap nhan. Bang khong, 130 nhan
gia cling s& khong tu minh dén day mot chuyén. Cho nén cbc chii nén roi di.”

Liéu Nham Phong duong nhu khong nghe thay, budc chan van khong nhiic
nhich, bat dong nhu ni dan mat vao Ly Vi Duong.

Thoi Ngang thay thé chi co thé bat dac di tham thd dai, tiép tuc lang yén
dimg mdt bén cho doi.

Chi 1a mot c6 nwong ngudi pham... Liéu Nham Phong khong phai 1a khong
hiéu duoc 11 néi sau xa cia truong 1d0. Hin cling biét nang chi 1a mot ngudi
pham, nhung hét 1an nay t6i 1an khac nang lai c6 thé tac dong dén phan tinh
cam cua han. Hin mudn budng nang ra, nhung khong c6 cach nao thuc hién
dugc.

Mit thay sic troi da toi, tuyét roi nhung khong c6 dau hiéu ding lai, nhiét
do cang luc cang ha thap. Han dang doi, doi nang khong chiu duoc, bo cudc
ma tré vé phu. Nhung nang van kién tri quy goi, khong dé y té1 hang ngan
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bong tuyét bay 14t phat trén ngudi minh.

Nang rot cudc dang gidy vo ai day? Hanh dong quat cuong cua nang, 1am
cho han that cam dong. Nang luén miéng noéi khong lam kho dé cho han,
nhung hién tai chang phai lai khién han tién thoai ludng nan.

Troi roi day tuyét, gié lanh thoi tdi, xuyén qua y phuc dam thang vao
xuwong ty. Nhung han bi€t rd minh dau khong phai vi gioé lanh, ma vi nguoi
dang quy gobi trong dong tuyét kia.

Ly Vii Duong sém da bi khi hau rét budt lam cho dong cing dén phat xanh
mat miii, nhung van dya vao y chi ma chong do.

Nang chi ciu nguyén trdi xanh c6 thé ri long thuong, cdc chit Mong Hon
coc co thé md long tir bi. Mic du khong biét chic rang han cé ban tay than
diéu hay khong, nhung chi can c6 mét tia hi vong, nang cling nhét dinh
khong bo cudc.

Nhung ma... Lanh qua a! Hoi tr trong mi¢ng nang tho ra cling da hoa
thanh suwong trang ro1, nang chua tirng phai chiu lanh thé nay bao gio.

Budi trwa, mit troi 1én cao, 1am nhitng bong tuyét roi trén nguoi nang hoa
thanh nudc, khién y phuc nang uét ddm. Sau d6 tuyét roi lan nita cing véi
gid rét thoi t6i, cai lanh thiu xuong dudng nhu muén cudp di hdé hip cia
nang.

bén bay gio, tor chi ciia nang cling sém da té cung dén khong con cam
giac. Nhin sdc troi chuyén t61, nang cling biét minh da quy nhi€u canh gio,
dirng no6i dén coc chu Mong Hon coc, ngay ca thu dit trong rung sau nang
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cling khong nhin thay.

Vé mit nang bdng ngan ngo, trudc mat dot nhién tdi sam, than thé thoang
chao dao, suyt chit nira da nga guc trong dong tuyét.

Nhin théy canh tuong nay, tam tinh bi d¢ nén hoi 1au cta Liu Nham
Phong cu6i cung cling boc phat, han bat chap tat ca, 1ap tirc phi than vé phia
trudc.

“Cdc chu?!” Théi Ngang ca kinh, nhin thay chi tir chi trong chdp mat da
budc nhanh dén bén Ly Vii Duong, mdt tay do 1ay nang.

Hanh dong nay cua coc chu cé thé khién gi6 ndéi mua van a! Han khong
khoi nhdn doi 16ng may lai, lac dau, danh cung theo qua.

Dot nhién xuat hién hoi 4m bao quanh, Ly Vi Duong ¢ hét sirc tinh tao.
Nang ngang dau, nhin thay mot nguoi khong ngo lai xuat hién noi nay.

“Nham Phong?!” La 4o giac sao? Han lam sao cling & day?

“Nguoi that ngu ngdc!” Liéu Nham Phong khong nhin dugc khién trach,
om lay c6 nang, ca nguoi nang lanh nhu khoi bang.

Cam giac duoc luc ¢ canh tay han, Ly Vii Duong biét day khong phai 13 ao
giac, khong kim dugc ma né mot nu cudi yéu ot, “Ta biét minh dang lam gi
ma. Ta da quy ca ngay r0i, khong thé b cudc don gian nhu vay duoc, ta
mudn cau xin cde chu ctru Linh di.”
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“V1 nay khong dé dang xuat tha ctru nguoi.” Giong ndi cua han rat lanh,
mat tram xuong.

“Ta biét.” Pugc han 6m ldy, ning mai biét hai chan minh sém di dong
lanh khong con cam giac, ngay ca cir dong ciing cam thdy khong co chut luc
nao. Nang nang khudén mat nho nhan dinh day swong, “Nhung ta vin mudn
thir xem, chi mong chan thanh s& lam cam dong 6ng dy.”

“Mudn thir cling phai biét tu luong strc minh chir.” Mat hén nhin nho, mot
phen 6m nang dung 1én.

Cam nhan dugc than nhiét Am ap dé chiu bao quanh minh, Ly Vii Duong
thodi mai thd dai, cho dén lic nay, nang maéi phat hién ban than that qua mét
moi, rat mudn ngu madt giac.

Nang khong con strc gat di bong tuyét dong trén mit minh, nhung van thi
thao noéi: “Tha ta xuodng... Ta, ta khong thé di...”

“Mudn han ra tay ctru Linh Vuong phi 1a khong thé nao!” Khau khi Liéu
Nham Phong b1 vi nghe thay 161 nang ma nghiém nghi, “Nguoi khong can
uong phi tam co nira.”

Ly Vi Duong nhiu chan may, mac du nguc cua han that am é&p, nhung
nang van kién quyét roi di.

Nhin su budng binh tran day trong mat nang, han khong khoi cam thay tirc
gian, vugt 1én dinh diém. Cudi cung han cling chi c6 thé 6m chat nang, ép
nang ¢ lai trong long han, khong dé nang quy goi gitra tro1 tuyét nita.
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“Xem nhu ta van nguoi,” hoi thd nang suy yéu, “Ta da khong con khi luc
dé tranh cai, nguoi buong ra di.”

“Khong budng!” Han da tirc gian lam roi.

“Nguoi khong budng cling dugc, nhung nguoi chiu ctru Linh di cua ta
khong?”

Con nguoi Liéu Nham Phong hién 1én vé vira tirc gisn vira dau long.

“Nguoi dong y khong?” Nang truy hoi.

“Ta khong mudn!” Han ngoan co6 dap.

“Vay thi hay buong ra.”

“Ba ta khong c6 mau mu rudt ra gi voi nguoi.” Han bi nang choc gian,
chdc chan 1a nang da kiét stcc 1am ro61, nhung con kién tri khong nhuong bo.

“Ta biét. Nhung néu khong nho Linh di, ta d3 sém mat mang roi.” Nang
quat cuong hat cam 1én, “Tam nguyén duy nhét bay gio ciia nguoi chiang qua
1a tré vé ¢b huong mot chuyén, nhung co thé c suy yéu, ngay ca hoan thanh
mong udc cudi cing ciing khong cé cach... Néu nhu nguoi 12 ta, nguoi c6 dau
long khong?”

Lo1 cua nang khién tdm han co rut lai, khuon mat xanh mét: “Ta s€ khong
deé cho nguoi lay tinh mang ctia minh ra dua gion!”
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Néu nhu khong ¢ han ¢ bén canh coi ching, so rang nang chét & chd nay
cing khong ai blet Vira nghi t6i diéu ndy, gwong mit tuan t hién 1én 4o nio,
6m lay nang tro vé.

“Ta khong di...” Nang tron to d6i mat dep, khong bang 1ong nhin han. Cho
du nang vo cung mét moi, khong co du thira khi Iyc dé tranh cii, nhung van
gidy dua muon thoat khoi 16ng nguc cua han.

Canh tay han cang 6m chit 14y nang, trén mit bao pha hoi thd lanh ling.

Gi6 lanh khong ngung thdi tuyét bay t6i, Ly Vii Duong thé gap, cam giac
anh mat bat dau tu tr mo ho, stc lyc dan suy yeéu.

Nhan ra dugc dong tac cia nang diung lai, Liéu Nham phong 1ap tic cti
dau, thay sac mat nang trang béch nhu tuyét, d61 mat nham chat.

“Vi Duong?!” Tim cua hén ca kinh, giéng nhu b1 dao ddm mot nhat, dau
khong noi nén 101.

Han dat ngoén tay 1én c6 nang, mach tuy yéu nhung van con dap, khong
khéi thé phao nhe nhdm. Nhung néu nang con ti€p tuc ¢ day, nhat dinh s€
khong gilr dugc mang.

Han 1ap ttrc dua tay cham nhe vao khudn mit khong c6 chat huyét sic Ay,
thiy nang khong dap lai, ben nong nay, “Dung ngu! Nguoi co nghe khong?
Khéng thé ngi!” Sau d6 han huéng dén Thoi Ngang dang ding ké bén.
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“Céc chii?!” Thoi Ngang 16 ra vé mit kinh ngac.

“Mau mé ctral” Han tho bao gio 18n, su binh tinh thudng ngdy bién mat,
thay vao do6 1a ngon lura tirc gian.

Thoi Ngang chua bao gio thdy cdc chii nhu thé. Han khong chan cho nira,
vung manh tay 1én, dot nhién vach nui tudng chirng khong c6 161 di nao, phia
trude lai xuat hién mot dong ngam.

Liéu Nham Phong om ldy Ly Vii Duong, buéc nhanh xudng thém da.
Khong lau sau, xuat hi¢n trudc mat ho 1a mot thon xo6m ndo nhiét, gio tuyét
lanh I€o bén ngoai khong hé anh huéng dén noi day.

Khoéng dé ¥ t6i anh mat nhitng nguoi trong tdc dirng trén ngudi minh, han
cu di thang, dén trudc mot ngdi nha trang 1€.

Hai bén ctra 16n 13 birc twong ho ly trang dugc tac bang ngoc. Thoi Ngang
dan dau, tién dén day canh ctra do tham.

Liéu Nham Phong 6m Ly Vii Duong, nhanh chéng buéc 1én nhiing bac
thém b.'?lng caAm thach. Han biét rd hanh dong nay ctia minh chic chén d3 bi
truyén di, thé nao ciing gdy song gié. Nhung han mic ké, gio phit nay han
chi cht tAm dén nguoi con gai dang hon mé trong 1ong minh.

Han tuyét d6i khong cho phép nang c6 bat ky bat tric nao.

Thap dén, bon phia hoan toan yén tinh, Liéu Nham Phong ngoi ¢ dau
giudong, ngam Ly Vil Duong van dang nham nghién hai mat, trong 10ng ngon
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ngang khong thoi.

Nim ldy ban tay bi ton thuong do gia rét, hin dau long vd vé. Cho du
thudc cua han co thé tr1 liu vét thwong bén ngoai, nhung cling khong cach
nao xo6a bo tam long nguyén hy sinh vi Tu D6 Linh ctua nang.

Han dé tay nang xudng, phién ndo vuot nhe mai téc dai den nhanh, ro1 di
tG1 bén clra so.

Tt noi nay, co thé thay duoc anh dén dau sang trung ngay hanh lang, t6i
nay s€ t0 chirc mot budi dai hoi tham.

Trudng l3o di phai ngudi thong bao, nhung han van dé ngoai tai. Chang 18
gifta nang va trach nhiém do61 véi ngudi trong toc, han chi co6 thé chon mot,
khong cach nao ludng toan dugc u?

Nguoi trén givdng bdng gidt giat mi mat, dudng nhu sap tinh lai.

Tim hén dap nhanh mdét nhip, 1ap tirc xoay nguoi dén canh giuong.

Ly Vii Duong mé doi mat mod swong, mu mit nhin bon phia.

“Nguoi tinh r6i?” Han ngdi xudng, can than d& lay nang, “Cé thdy kho
chiu chd nao khong?”

Nang nhe lac dau, “DPay la... noi nao?”
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“Nha cua ta.” Han 6n nhu tra 101, vén mai toc 1oa xo0a, “Nguoi bi hon mé
bat tinh.”

Lo1 cua han khién nang 13p tic tinh ngg, canh tugng trude khi ngat di hién
ra, nang ngdi day, “Sao nguoi lai dua ta ra khoi coc?”

Hanh dong nay khién nang giat minh, cam giac trudc nguc chot tréng
rong.

“A!” Nang kinh ho mot tiéng, phat hién minh khong manh vai che than,
1ap tirc kéo chan dé che lai, kinh ngac héi: “Xiém y ctua ta...”

“Déu udt ca.” Trén khudn mat tai nhot dan do tng, “Cho nén ta giip nguoi
co1 hét ra 161.”

V¢ mit nang stng sot nhin han, “Nguoi... Coi... Co1'y phuc cua ta?”

Dang vé kinh hoang 4y lam hin khong nhin dugc phai bat cudi.

Lan dau tién nhin théy nu cudi hiém c6 cua hén, 1an dau tién nghe dugc am
thanh thoai mai ctia han, nang khong khoi ¢ chut that than. Nu cudi Ay lam
mém di cic duong nét trén khudén mat, khién hin thoat nhin khong con lanh
lung nira.

Mic du biét han cuoi vi nang nguong nging, nhung trong long nang khong
hé tirc gian. Nang thich ngam khuén mat tuoi cuoi do.
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“Ta khong dua nguoi ra khoi coc,” Han vuon tay, 6m lay nang dang quan
nguoi trong chan dé, “Noi nay 1a day coc Mong Hon.”

Nang hoi kinh hai, “Pay cc Mong Hon?!”
Hin gat dau thira nhan.

Hai mat nang sang ngoi, “Néu day 1a Mong Hon cbc, vay thi cc chil &
dau, con nhitng ngudi khac nira?” Nang gap gép dua tay kéo han, hoi.

Han bat dac di nhin nang.
“Ta cau xin nguot ma!” Nang khan cau han.

Han nhe nhang day nang ra mot chut, do1 dién hai mat nang, “Xa tan chan
tro1, gan ngay trudc mat.”

Xa tan chan tro1, gan ngay trudc mat...

Trong long nang kh& nham lai 10i han, sau d6 co thé bong cimg do. Xem
nhu nang da thong suot tat ca, trai tim dap nhanh. “Nguoi 1a coc chu cua
Mong Hon c6c?”

Han cham rai gat dau.

Nhin con nguoi den ldy sau tham, tir ngac nhién chuyén sang thit vong, tay
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nang nam chat chiéc chan, mot ndi cay dang dang 1én.

“Kho trach khi vira bat dau thi nguoi d ngan can ta, thi ra 1a...” Nang cam
giac trong nguc buon buc, cuc ki budn buc, giong nhu hit thé khong thong,
vo1 vang thd hon hén hop 1y ngum khi.

Han khan truong, “Khong thodi mai sao?”

“Khong, ta khong sao.” Nang mudn cuoi voi han, nhung phat hién ngay ca
stc dé nan ra nu cudi cling khong con. Nang tua dau ap vao nguc han, bat luc
can moi, “Vi ta cam thay hinh nhu minh da lam viéc vo ich.”

Liéu Nham Phong khong ludng t6i nang lai ¢ bd dang yéu 6t thé nay.

Tay han khé vudt mai toc mugt nhu to, von la da dy tru khi nang biét duoc
than phan cua han s€ dau kho ma khan cau, ai ngo nang chang hé hoi mot cau
nao ca.

“Nguoi khong cau ta sao?”

Nang ngang dau, “Cau nguoi thi c6 tic dung gi sao? Ta rat mudn cudng
¢p, nhung ta da noi ro1, ta khong muon lam khéd nguoi.”

Han vuon tay 6m nang gan hon, ngui dugc huong thom trén co thé mém
mai cua nang, kim long khong dugc ma kh€ hon lén tran.

“Con nhé cau chuyén ‘ngao ung’ ma ta da ké khong?”” Nang hoi.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Han 6m nang, gat dau.

“Da ung vi bi thuan phuc ma mat di bau troi cua nd, mat di tu do, phai
nghe 10i sai khién ctia nguoi khac. Ta khong mudn 1am kho nguoi, bat nguoi
lam theo y minh, cru hay khong ctru... Ban than nguoi du sao cling phai co6
chinh kién.”

Nghe duogc 101 nang, trong 10ng han cudi kho. Han bi sy quan tdm diu dang
va tréu choc cia nang 1am cho than hon dién ddo, trai tim xao dong khong
nging. Bat ki ctr chi, hanh dong nao cta nang ciing dé dang khién han phd v&
nguyén tac.

Han hon 1én mo1 cua nang, ngon Itra quyén luyén dem hai nguot hoa tan
vao nhau. Han 6m lay nang, chdt ché ap nang dudi than minh.

Ly Vi Duong chua timg gan giii da thit v6i nam tir ndo, boi vay khi han
khé hon xudng, nang nhin khong dugc thd gap, nhung nang cting khong cuy
tuyet.

Con nguoi nang long lanh, tir lic m&i gip nhau nang da cam thay quen
thudc nhu c6 udce hen tir ba kié€p trude, tdam nay da giao han cho han roi.
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Chwong 7

Sau khi gan giii, trong anh sang md mo, Liéu Nham Phong vé vé Ly Vi
Duong, nhe noéi: “Ngay chan nang c6 mot s¢oi day deo bang bac. Ta muén mé
ra nhung khong dugc.”

“Po 1a qua ma mau than cho ta. Ngudi da noi, mot khi deo 1én thi khong
thé g& duoc.” Nang nhu hoa tua vao hin, budn ngu, “Nam xua, nguoi di giao
ta cho Linh di. Sau mét gidc mong, ta da khong thé gip lai nguoi va phu than
duoc nira.”

Hén ngam nang khong chdp mat, suy xét rét cude cd nén ctiru Tu PO Linh
hay khong. Théan tinh khong phai 1a thtr ma hian quen thudc, han quy trong
ngudi trong toc, cling co thé noi tit ca bon ho déu 1a ngudi than cua hén,
nhung khong thé tién sau vao trong long han dugc.

Ngudi con gai trong nguc nay la nguoi dau tién budc vao trai tim han, ma
nguodi nang quan tam lai la Tu D6 Linh...

Han nghiéng than khé hon nang, hai ¢ than thé dan chit vao nhau, co ho
muon hgp nhat, “Ta s€ ciru Linh di cua nang.”

Nhin anh sang quay tr¢ lai doi mat kia, Liecu Nham Phong duodng nhu
muon dam chim trong d6, nhe nhang vén toc nang sau tai, 6n nhu néi: “Nghe
ta no1 xong hét da r61 han vui mung.”

Trong mat nang 16e sang, mang theo sy chd doi.
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“Ta s€ ra tay ctru, nhung khong phai la mang ctia ba. Chi 1a 1am cho ba c6
du stre luc chiu dung dén khi tré vé qué huong.”

Nang hot sting so. Tuy du tinh cua han va ky vong ctia nang khac xa nhau
nhu long s6ng so vo1 mat bién, nhung luc nay, do da 1a két qua tot nhat roi.
D61 mo1 nd nu cuoi kha ai, “Nhu vay cling rat tuyét.”

Nang biét rd, hin nguyén y git dau nhuong bd di 1a ddng quy. Cho du
khong thé chita khéi cho Linh di, nhung it ra cling c6 thé hoan thanh dugc
nguyén vong cudi cung cua ngudi, quay vé co huong. Nang nén cam ta han.

“Cam on chang.” Nang hon 1én guong mit han, “That 1ong cam on chang.”

Hanh dong nay khién han bat cuoi, “Chi can nang dung tién thém budce
ntra la duoc.”

Biét han am chi chinh la y€u cau chira tri tan goc, nang chi cuoi, khong
dap lai han.

Nang di nhién s& khong bao gi nira. Du sao thé sy khé ludong, khong chimg
sdng mai han s¢€ lai thay do6i chu y.

Hin 6m nang, ban tay to vd vé cai lung bong loang. Cam nhan duoc sy diu
dang day yéu thuong ctuia han, nang nham mat lai, thoa man phiéu diéu di vao
giac mong.

Nhin nang an on ngu trong nguc minh, trong mat Liéu Nham Phong anh
1én mot tia nhu tinh.
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ba 15 tay ném da vao mit hd khong yén tinh, han hiéu hon bat ctr ai ring
quyét dinh ngay hom nay s¢ day 1én con song lon — nhu:ng co lam sao? Du
sao luc dan nang vao cdc dd pha v& nguyén tic cua han, hién tai cling chang
hé han gi nira.

Troi vira sang, Ly Vil Duong voi va cung Liéu Nham Phong tré lai Can
Vuong phu.

Ciing mii cho dén lic nay, Ly Nhac méi biét tir miéng Khong tong quan:
nghia nir da vang bong hai ngay nay. Hom nay vura vé té1, lai dan theo bén
canh mot ga nam tir, bay gio hai ngudi dang & trong phong khach.

Tin tic d6 khién 6ng that kinh. Vi khong mubn kinh dong dén 4i thé dang
nghi trén giwong, ong van tdé vé binh thuong, nhung vira ra khéi phong, vé
mat 1ap tirc bién do61, cau may budc nhanh dén phong khach.

Nhung ngudi con chua téi, tir rit xa dd nghe dén am thanh c3i va khéng
nho trong dai sanh.

“Rét cude nguoi cd hiéu 1d quy cu hay khong?” Ly Tur Nhir hir lanh mot
tieng, “Pay la Can Vuong Phu, khong phai 1a noi ma nguoi cé thé tuy tién
dua nguoi ra vao.”

“Pai phu”, anh mat Ly Nhac than trong nhin Liéu Nham Phong “Lam
phién di 161 nay.”

Ngay khi Ly Nhac vira mé miéng, vé mat Ly Tu Nhu lap trc tré nén cing
do.
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Ly Vii Duong 16 ra nét mit phan khai “Cam on phu vuong!”

Thai d6 cua Can Vuong Gia diém tinh khién Liéu Nham Phong cé chut
kinh ngac. Han nhin nguoi dan 6ng trung nién cao 16n trude mat, khong ngo
to1 do1 phuong khong noéi nira cdu da dong y dé cho han ra tay clru ai thé cua
minh!

“Ta tin tuong Vi Duong. Néu nhu con bé noi nguoi cé thé... ta s& tin
nguoi.” Giong nhu nhin ra nghi hodc trong long han, Ly Nhac lanh nhat giai
thich.

Mot cau don gian, d3 c6 thé 1am cho ngudi ta hiéu rd han 13 that tinh yéu
thwong Vil Duong, ciing c6 thé, day 1a 1oi giai thich vi sao Vii Duong c6 thé
dem c4 mang minh ra dé ctru Tu P4 Linh, boi vi khong chung huyét thong
khong c6 nghia la khong co tinh than.

Liéu Nham Phong di theo sau Ly Nhac, guong mit lanh h‘mg, khong biéu
hién chat cam xuc gi. Han dong y v6i Vi Duong 1a giup Tu D6 Linh hoan
thanh tAm nguyén sau cung, trd vé qué cil, trir viéc nay ra, han s& khong phi
thém tam tu. Chi la... Vi Duong da dugc dinh chuyén chung than?! Trong
dau hin nghi t6i 16i n6i diéu ngoa vira rdi ctia Ly Tir Nhir, nhat thoi cam thay
trong long khong vui.

Mot vang tring sang lo ling noi chan troi, anh tring nhu bac. Trong khong
khi van con mat mé, tdng da trong long Ly Nhac cudi cung ciling c6 thé bod
xuong, tinh than c6 vé sang khoai v6 cung.

Han budc theo hanh lang cong cong bén ngoai Minh Nguyét cac, sau lung
con ¢ Liéu Nham Phong.
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“Bon vuong phai ta on nguoi thé nao?”

Pang ¢ hanh lang trén mat hoé nay, Liu Nham Phong c6 thé nhin thay
phong 6c¢ 1ong 13y xinh dep trong Can Vuong phi. Pém nay, Minh Nguyét
cac, noi & ciia Tu Db Linh dén dube sang trung, trén dudi vuong phu déu vui
mumng vi than thé nang da c6 chuyén bién tdt, co thé thay duoc th Vuong phi
nay lay dirc phuc nhén, rat dugc long nguoi, chang trach lai ¢ thé day dd
dugc mot nir nhan tdm tinh nhan hau nhu Vi Duong.

Nh¢ t61 khoang thoi gian lic méi quen nhau, nang lai ddm xa than lam
viéc nghia, con ca cai chan long kia nira... Trong mat han chot hi¢n 1én mot
tia nhu tinh.

“Néu nguoi khong néi, bon vuong s€ tu quyét dinh. Nguoi dau!”

Ly Nhac goi mét tiéng, 1ap tic c6 hai ngudi di t6i, trén tay mdi ngudi déu
cam mot cai mam che lya do, Can vuong dua tay vén tam lua, 16 ra hop vang
trén mam, cung v4i vién Da Minh chau to bang nam tay. Phia trén hop vang
diéu khic tinh x4o, dy 1a do tho ché tac triéu dinh gia cong gan ba thang mai
hoan thanh, thém Da minh chdu & mot bén téa ra anh sang 16a mét trong bong
dém.

Chau bau quy hiém vura xuat hién, da lam rg 1én am thanh tan thudng ctua
ngudi hau tir bon phia.

Nhung Liéu Nham Phong chi nhan nhat nhin chim chi, khoe miéng ciing
khong buon nhac 1én, bd dang vo vi d6 da thé hién rd han khong hé dé bao
vat vao trong mat.
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Nhin hin khong hé nhuc nhich, day mét Ly Nhac hién lén mdt tia khen
ngoi “Nguoi khong can sao? Vay nguoi mudn cai gi? Chi can nguoi mo
miéng, bon vuong déu co6 thé cho nguoi.”

Lidu Nham Phong lang ling nhin tia sang phan chiéu trén mat ho, khong
lén tiéng.

Ly Nhac khong khoi danh gia. Nam tir nay tuy tré tudi, nhung da co su
than trong ting trai, ddi véi bat cu nguoi hay viéc nao cling lanh nhat, khong
gidng nhu Vii Duong hoat bat thang than, nhung cho du hin than bi cach xa
moi ngudi ngan dam, anh mét nhin Vi Duong van ludn thap phﬁn on nhu....

Xem ra, anh hing kho qua ai my nhan, d 1a dinh luat khong doi tir ngan
Xua.

Biét dugc Liéu Nham Phong khong dem nhiing thir ciia cai tim thudng nay
dé vao trong mat, Ly Nhac vung tay 1€n, bao ngudi hau thu hoi bao vat. Hai
tay han chap sau lung, cham rai di t61 ngoi dinh dung gitra ho.

Liéu Nham Phong ciing cham rai budc theo han.

“That khong dam gidu, bon vuong di thay Vi Duong xem xét that tot
chuyén hon nhan.” Ly Nhac than nhién néi “Dbi phuong 1a con ca La Thac
ctia Binh Nam Tuéng Quan, trudng thanh cing v6i Vit Duong, d6i xir véi Vi
Duong vo cung tot, tuéng mao han uy vi, lai diing manh hon ngudi, 1a ngudi
kho gip dugc. Tuy Vii Duong khong phai do bén Vuong sinh ra, nhung bon
vuong that 1ong yéu thwong nghia nit nay... Vii Duong Quan chua cua Can
Vuong Phu sanh ddi cung cong tir cua Binh Nam tudng quan, c6 thé noi 1a
troi dat tao thanh, Lidu cong tir cam thay thé nao?”
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Liéu Nham Phong nghe vay, anh mat tram xudng, ngang dau nhin Ly
Nhac, cudi cung m¢ miéng “Cai gi toi cting khong can, chi can mot nguoi.”

Ly Nhac binh tinh, khong néi mét 101, chd hin noi hét 1oi.

“To61 mudn Vi Duong Quan chtia ciia Can Vuong phu.”

Pap an nay Ly Nhac d3 sém du doan trong long. Han cuoi nhat mot tiéng
“Chi bang nguoi?” Han ung dung tra 101 “Nguoi tuy c¢6 y thuat tét, nhung vé
phan than thé bon vuong lai hoan toan khong biét gi ca, lam sao c6 thé yén
tam giao hon ngoc quy trén tay cho nguoi dugc?”

“Pay la 101 htra hen cia Vuong gia, chi cAn t6i mo miéng, Vuong gia s&
cho.” Licu Nham Phong lap lai, khong ki€u ngao, khong xiém ninh. “T61
muon Vi Duong Quan chua cua Can Vuong phu.”

Ly Nhac nhin han tréu gheo “Nguoi khong so bon vuong tirc gian sao?”

V¢ mit Liéu Nham Phong binh tinh, tuan nhan khong c6 chut e sg.

“Chang 1&... du 1a chuyén gi ciing khong thé tic dong dén tAm tinh cua
nguoi u?” Ly Nhac nhin khong duge ngang mat cuoi “Pugc, bon vuong noi
la lam, hom nay lam chu pho thac Vi Duong cho nguoi.”

Liéu Nham Phong chot nhiu may nhin hian. Tuy ddy 1a két qua han mong
muon dat duoc, nhung Can Vuong gia lai dé dang cho phép nhu vay, hin
khong khéi cam thay bat ngo.
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“Néu noi bon vuong coi trong nguoi, khong bang bao tin tuong Vil
Duong.” Gitra ngon den dau dong dua, tam tu Ly Nhac giong nhu tro lai céi
miéu do nat kia.

Mot ¢ gai on nhu uyén chuyén, mang theo mot dira bé mat ngoc may
ngai, nhu nhuoc khong noi nuong tya, diém dam dang yéu. Gidy phut d6, han
da coi c6 gai do la tran bdo trong long, ma dira bé kia khi 1én 1én da hoa
thanh mot giai nhan yéu kiéu duyén dang, chdp mat d3 muoi ndm trdi qua.

“Béi vi tam tu Vi Duong dat ¢ trén nguoi nguoi, vay thay vi tim nguoi nd
khong y€u, 1am né buon ba ca doi, chi bang thuan theo long né. Hudng chi...
bd dang nguoi thuc sy rat giong mot nguoi ta bi€t, do 1a Tam hoang huynh
cua ta.”

Sau khi nghe duoc 10i ndy, Lidu Nham Phong ha 4nh mat xudng.

Ly Nhac goi 6ng ldo ké bén, “Khong tong quan, nguoi cling lai diy nhin
xem, xem han co6 giong khong?”’

Khong tong quan cung kinh tién 1én mot budce, nhin nhin, gat gat dau
“Bam Vuong gia, qua that la rat giong.”

Nghe thé, Liéu Nham Phong chi nghiém mit lanh, khong dap 10i.

“Tuy 13 cac ngudi co guong miat giéng nhau, nhung tinh tinh lai khong hé
giong. Tam hoang huynh ta 1a mgt nam nhi hay cuodi sang sang, chi tiéc...”
Ly Nhac tram mac mot hoi, sau cung lac dau “Nguoi la nguoi & dau?”
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“Pi t6i dau chd do 1a nha.”

Cau tra 101 nay lam Ly Nhac khong khéi bat cuor “Nguoi 1a dang no1 véi
bon vuong, sau khi Vii Duong ga cho nguoi, cling phai di theo nguoi, bon
bién la nha sao?”

V& van dé nay, Liéu Nham Phong khong muodn tra 1oi.

Ly Nhac cuoi kho, lai lac dau “Théi théi, Vi Duong mot dém chua vé, vi
trinh ti€t ciia no, cling chi c6 thé theo nguoi thoi.”

Liéu Nham Phong ciing khong ta on, chi git dau nhe, cho biét hin da nghe
duoc 101 no.

Lai ¢ thé tu cao nhu vay a.... Ly Nhac khong khoi lic dau bat cuoi.

Vii Duong hoat bat hiéu dong, sao c6 thé nhin tring mot nam nhan tich
chit nhu vang nhu vay? DPdi voi su trAim mic cua hin, Ly Nhac ciling khong
tirc gian, du sao ngudi ta ciing ctru 4i thé ciia minh, cho nén viéc nho ay Ly
Nhac khong dé trong long.

Hin muon dan Linh nhi hoi huong d nhiéu ngay nay, néu nhu c6 con ré
Liéu Nham Phong nay & lai Can Vuong phu trg gitp, tinh ra cling c6 thé yén
tam phan nao.
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Chwong 8

Nang dtmg 1én, di tir trai qua phai, “Néi cho ta biét, cudi cung chang da
lam gi?” Giong ndi1 thanh thily cua Ly Vi Duong vang 1én.

Liéu Nham Phong lang lang sir dung bot chi dé trén ban vé tranh, khong
noi mot cau.

“Chéng qua la chaim mdt cham bac, cung v61 mot vién dan duoc, da lam
cho khi sac cua Linh di chuyén bién theo chiéu hudng tot,” Nang nghiéng dau
danh gia han “la do cham hay do cong hi¢u cua dan dugc?”

Hin tiép tuc v&, nhung ngudi hin mudn v& dudng nhu khong thé ngdi yén
giay phut nao.

“V& chi can dung tay, khong phai dung miéng, cho nén hay néi mot cu
di!! Xin chang do6... ta rat to mo a”

Cuo1 cung, han phan tam liéc nang moét cai “Hai di€u do ho tro nhau tao
nén két qua.” Ngir khi khong 1én khong xudng nhicu.

“Ta mudn biét.” Nang 1am ra vé cuc ky thong thai, v6 vd cam, c6 troi méi
biét, can ban 13 nang khong hiéu, nhung ma dé ciing khong phai trong diém.
Nang tiép tuc n6i “Cho nén... néu nhu 1an sau lai dung phuong phap do, co
thé 1am cho Linh di séng thém dugc ba thang, phai khéng?”

Cudi cung Liéu Nham Phong ciing biét duoc nguyén nhan tai sao tir sang
som nang da noi khong nguimg nhu chim sé, lugn vong chung quanh han.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Han lanh lung li€éc nang mot cai, y bdo nang mot vira hai phai thoi.

P6i mat nang dao quanh linh hoat “Ta néi r0i, ta khong lam khé chang, chi
la... Chang cho ta dan dugc ma Linh di an dugc khong? Con lai, ta tu nghi
bién phap.”

“Néu liéu lugng khong dung, Linh di cta nang c6 thé bdé mang ngay lap
tuc. Pa vay, n€u nang van con mudn dan dugc, ta cho nang tam tram vién
cling khong van de.”

Nghe han noi nhu thé, trén mat Ly Vii Duong lién hién 1én nét budn rau.
Nang ngdi mot bén, bat dac di chong cam thi tham danh gid “Thé nay cling
khong dugc, thé kia cling khong dugc... Vay lam sao moi tot?”

Han khong budn nghe 161 ndi ciia nang. Ty tim phién toai méi dap 101 lai,
du sao thi nang néi mét tu nhién s€ im lang thoi.

“Chang giong nhu khong c6 chuyén gi 1a khong lam dugc...” Nang da cuc
ky quen voi viéc hian khong dap lai, tiép tuc lién thodng, ciing khong ngai
phién toai “Chang nhiing vé& t6t, lai con co y thuat tot, cong phu ciing tot,
tham chi c6 thé lam cho mét con ngua hoang dién cué)ng tré nén 6n thuan, lai
con 1 cbe chu than bi cia Mong Hon céc.... Chang con ¢ chuyén gi ma ta
khong biét khong?”

“Ta la ho ly tinh.” Han lanh nhat néi.
Nang cudi ha ha, khong cho 16i néi ctia hin 1a that. “Chang? Néu nhu

chang 1a ho tinh, vay ta 1a son yéu. Pén luc d6 chung ta dai chién, xem ai
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thang ai thua.”

Han tho dai trong 10ng, rd rang 1a nang phét 1o di. Lac nay, han nhin nang,
mot cai liec mat cling khong co.

“Ping r6i.” Nang suy nghi vién vong, chd mong nhin hin “Hay 1a chang
nhan ta lam do6 dé di!”

Liéu Nham Phong nghe vdy, khong dong ¥, may givong 1én.

“Day 1a ¥ tir cy tuyét sao? Chang, ngudi ndy that 13...” Nang ha mém noi
lai “cé y thuat tot nhung khong c6 tam dia tot.”

“Linh di cua nang khong phai da c6 thé tro lai Miéu Cuong sao?” Han
nhan nhat nhic nhd nang. Hin vi nang, ddng ¥ ra tay ctru ngudi trong hoang
that, ciing d 1a nhuong bd 16n nhat r6i. “Cho nén, dimg dugc voi doi tién. Ta
d3 noi 16 ngay tir ddu.” Han nhac nho khong luu tinh.

“Ta biét r3!” TAm nang hoi tram xuéng, khong dugc ty nhién ctr dong than
thé. Nang biét tinh tinh ctia han, néu d3 khong mudn 1am chuyén gi, ndi nhiéu
cling chi udéng cong “Ta chi 13 mudn...” Nang dung sat vao bén canh hin,
chua tir bé y dinh, nhe giong néi “Hay la chang thu ta lam dd dé, sau do, ta
chita tri cho Linh di, nhu vy nguoi khong tinh 1a do chang ctru, ding
khong?”

N nhan nay that sy rat c6 chap, néi vay cling c6 thé noi dugc?! Ma nang
tua sat vao han nhu vay, han can ban khong thé vé tranh.
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'7,

“Ta biet day la y nghi vién vong, nhung... du sao cling phai thu xem
Nang nhin han, 10 ra mdt ny cuoi yéu 6t 6n nhu.

“C6 duogc khong?”

Han dung anh mat sau xa nhin nang, dé cay viét trong tay xuong, dua tay
xo0a mat nang “Vii Duong, nang da hoan thanh tdm nguyén cta Linh di.” Han
cham rai néi “Vay da du réi!”

Giong ndi cua han tram 6n nhu muon nang déi mat voil hién thuc, cling
dong thot tuyén bo cu tuyét nang.

Nang thd dai, dau hoi nghiéng sang mot bén, khé hon xudng long ban tay
han “Ta hi€u, ta nén cadm on chang, khong nén lai nhac chuyén xua.”

“Gifra nang va ta, khong can noi cam on.” Han mdt tay kéo nang qua, dé
cho nang ngo1 1én chan han.

Nang ng6i xuong ké bén han, hiéu rd thé gian nay von nhu 161 han ndi — ¢o
cay s€ kho, nguoi s€ chét, so6 ménh do tro1 dinh. Nhitng gi nang c6 thé lam
déu da lam, tat ca chi danh nghe theo y troi.

Mot ltc sau, nang mai hau tri hau gide nghi dén van dé cua ban than—

“Néu nhu moi nguoi trong coc déu cam ghét nguoi hoang that, lam sao
chang xoa diu dugc con tuic gian cua nhiéu ngudi nhu vay ma thanh than véi
ta?”
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Pay qua that 1a van dé kho khan, han nhin khuén mait tuyét my cua nang,
khong du doan duge nhanh nhu vay trong dau nang da suy tu téi diéu ay.

“Nguoi trong cde ciing khong thich ta, phai khong?” Ly Vil Duong nho rat
rd rang, ngay ay, khi nang va L1eu Nham Phong ro1 khoi Mong Hon coc dé
vé Vuong phu, nguoi trong cbec déu nhin nang bang anh mit cim ghét, bay
gi® nghi lai, nang van nhin khéng duge ma phét run.

“Ta s€ xur 1v.” Han vo lung nang an ui.
y

“Bon ho khong cach nao tiép nhan ta, tham chi, chan ghét ta... That sy chi
vi ta 1a nguo1 trong hoang that sao?” Nang nhe giong hoi.

“Mot trong nhitng nguyén nhan.”

“Nhung ta khéng phai con gai rudt ciia Can Vuong gia.”

“Ta biét.” Tuy nang va Can Vuong gia khong c6 quan hé huyét thong,
nhung nang van thira huéng Quoc ho nhu cii, van 1a Vii Duong Quén chua
cua Can Vuong phu.

“Linh di rat it khi n6i vé6i ta vé cha me.” Nang cti dau, yéu 6t néi “Nhung
ta van con nhé bon ho. Hay 1a...” Trong dau nang hién 1én mot y nghi, hung
phan no6i “Chd phy vuong cua ta tré vé, ta xin phu vuong dé ta mang ho cfi,
c6 dugc khong? La dung than phén cii cua ta ga vao Mong Hon cdc, co duoc
khong?” Nang tin 1a chi viéc nho 4y, bang su yéu thuong cta nghia phu va
Linh di, ho nhat dinh s& dong .
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Liéu Nham Phong 6m nang vao 1dng, ciing hi vong chi can nang stra ho thi
c6 thé giai quyét dugc van dé, nhung su tinh that sy khong don gian nhu vay.
Ho Ly ctia nang c6 18 1a van dé, nhung ngudi trong tdc dé ¥, lai chinh 1a viéc
han tr& thanh con ré Can Vuong gia. Viéc cing hoang that két than gia nay,
di nang c6 ddi ho cii hay khong ciing khong thé gitp duoc.

Han khong nd hat nude lanh lic nang dang vui vé, vi hiéu rd dé nghi cua
nang chi la hy vong khong lam han kho6 xtr. Nhung tdm y d6 cua nang cling
khién han cam thay am ap.

diendanlequydon.com

LCT§] t}"]!”

Nghe thay tiéng kéu ngoai dinh, Ly Vii Duong 16 ra mdt nu cudi yéu 6t,
V?ty V?ly tay.

Ly Nac vui vé chay té1, vot vao trong long nang.

Nang mudn ding ddy khoi ngudi Liu Nham Phong, nhung tay han lai dé
1€n chan nang, khong cho nang roi di. Nang hon doi nhin han mdt cai.

Khoée miéng han nhéch 1én, vuon tay 6m ldy Ly Nic, dat & dui bén kia, dé
ty dé bon ho d61 mat nhau.

Vé mat Ly Nac vui vé, bam trén ngudi han, ngang dau, dung luc hon 1én
mat han.
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Liéu Nham Phong nhiu may.

Nhin han khong dugc tu nhién, nang nhin khong duogc bat cudi “Nac Nac
thich chang.” Nang cuo1 khé, vuon tay nan nhe cai miii cao thang cua han.

Liéu Nham Phong khong hé muén cudi, nhung khoanh khic nhe nhang
nhu vay lam han khong ty gidc nang khoe mai.

Mot con gi6 nhe thoi to1, mua xuan gan to1 roi. ...

CCT}"I t}”]!”

Mot tiéng hét to bat thinh linh, lam Ly Vii Duong giat minh dén ndi bi kim
dam vao tay mot cai “Ainha! Lam cai gi...”

“Ty!” Phich mdt tiéng, ctra phong nang bi nguoi bén ngoai dung lyc mo ra,
sau do, than thé tron vo cua Ly Néc voi tron vao trong 1ong nang.

Nang thun theo, budng 16ng mi, nhin tiéu tr map map trong 1ong, 16 ra vé
mit vira buc minh vira budn cudi “Nic Nic? Lam sao vay?” Nang dang voi
vang théu uyén wong, chuan bi xuat gia, thira dip troi con dang sang dé lam,
néu nhu mot 1at nira trdi toi, hom nay danh phai nghi thoi.

“Ty ty, Nac Nac mudn ty phu!”

“Ty phu vé nha rdi, 14t nita méi quay lai.” Nang mot tay 6m lay dé dé.
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Tuy Liéu Nam Phong luén luon doi xur nghi€ém tic véi Nac nhi, nhung Nac
nhi lai ¢t thich di theo hén, 16n von bén canh hén, 101 noi ngay tho lam cho
han khong thé khong cudi kho.

'7’

Chi vao ma minh, Ly Nac chu miéng nho “Nhung Nac Nic.... dau dau

Ly Vii Duong nghiéng dau sang mot bén, nhin thdy mat bé sung do, d6 1a
mot dau tay cuc ky rd rang. Sac mat nang khong khdi tram xudng “Ai danh
de?”

“La ty ty hu hong dang ghet kia!”

Pay mat nang hién Ién tia lira gian. Mic du theo phép tic, ning nén ngin
can 101 no1 cua d¢ d¢, du sao ty ty hu hong trong miéng bé, chinh la Quan
chtia hang that gia that cia Can Vuong ph, 13 ty ty cuing cha khac me cua bé
— Ly Ttr Nhu.

"’

“Quan chua!” Ha Trac ding bén, nhin chu tir gian tai mat, tor nhé da di
theo bén canh chil tir, sao nang c thé khong nhin ra gio phut nay, ltra gian
trong long chil tir dang bdc 1én “Trudc hiy khoan tic gian budn buc, chiing ta
ho1 rd rang nguyén nhan da.”

Ly Vi Duong khéng n6i mét cdu, sac mit xanh mét.

Hoém nay, Liéu Nham Phong nhin duoc mot phong thu do st gia Mong
Hon coc dua téi, sang sém da ro1 khoi Can Vuong phu, vé Mong Hon coc xur
1y su tinh. Khong ngd han méi vura di, Ly Tt Nhir lai gdy phién phtrc.
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Ha Trac thay than sac cha tir kho chiu, voi vang néi “Quan ma gia khong
c6 trong phi, Vuong gia va Linh Vuong phi cling d3 xuat phat di Giang
Nam, néu nhu bay gio Quan chua budn buc t6i d6, chi so chung ta khong thé
doi duoc cong dao, lai con c6 kha nang rudc hoa vao than.”

Ly Vii Duong khong phai khong biét dao 1y nay, néu khong nang di sém
6m Ly Nic di tim nha dau khong biét troi cao dat day kia dé tranh luan. RS
rang déu 1a ngudi mot nha, tai sao khong thé di hoa vi quy? Hon nita, nguoi
ty ty nay ciing sip xudt gia, cho nang vai ngdy yén tinh khong duoc sao? Nha
dau diéu ngoa dang ghét!

“Nac nhi ngoan.” Nang diéu chinh lai nét mat ciia minh, vd nhe dau dé dé
“Noi cho ty biét, ty ty hu hong kia sao lai danh d¢?”

“Quan chtia!” Nghe thay chi tir cling goi Tir Nhir Quén chia 1a ty ty hu
hong, Ha Truc khong khoi am tham toat mo hoi lanh “Néu dé nguoi khac
nghe duoc...”

“PDay la Vi Nhir cac cua ta, ngoai nguoi cua ta ra con c¢6 ai dam tu tién
budc vao?” Ly Vii Duong nhin Ha Tric. Nam d6, Linh di thdy Ha Trac linh
hoat, cho nén méi phai nang dén bén canh minh, that ra muc dich chinh 1a
mudn Ha Trac tiy thoi diém ma nhac nhd nang phéi can trong trong 10i an
tiéng noi, trd thanh mot ticu thu khué cac diing myc. Nhung c6 khi... Gidng
nhu thoi khac hién tai, Ha Truc ¢6 vé nhat gan, s phién phic “Nguoi dung
sang mot bén di, cho ta hoi 16 nguyén nhan, nguoi lai tiép tuc phat biéu cao
kién.”

Ha Truc danh cui dau, ngoan ngoan dirng mot bén.

“Nic nhi mau noi véi ty ty, tai sao nang danh dé?” Nang tiép tuc dem su
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chu y dé ¢ trén nguoi dé¢ dé.

“Ty 4y nodi Nac Nic 14y db cua ty ay.”

“Nic nhi ¢6 1ay khong?” Nang hoi.

Ly Nic lic dau nhu trong boi “La ty ty xdu dua cho Nic Nic, Nic Nic
khong can.”

“Nic nhi that ngoan.” Nang 6m chit han vao long. Pé dé sau tudi nay 1a
dtra nhé nang thuong yéu nhat.

That ra chinh that cuia Can Vuong gia 13 Pai Vuong phi cling sinh ra mot
ngudi con trai, lai khong ngd dwoc hai nam sau khi Tir D6 Linh ga vao
Vuong phi, han mac phéi cin bénh dau mua, khong tri dugc ma chét. Ma
Vuong gia chuyén sung thir Vuong phi, moi nguoi trong Can Vuong phu déu
biét chuyen nén Ly Nic vira sinh ra, lién thay thé truong tir chét yéu, tro
thanh thé tir Can Vuong phu.

Nghe no6i naim d6 hon sy ctia Vuong gia va Pai vuong phi vén khong theo
¥ mudn ctia Vuong gia, cho nén quan hé hai vg chong tir lic thanh hon dén
nay van “twong kinh nhu tin”, mai dén sau khi Tu D Linh nhép phu lai cang
thém chuyén bién xau, cudi cting din dén tinh trang coi nhau nhu ngudi xa la.

Can Vuong gia 1a con trai thi chin cia duong kim Hoang thugng, von viéc
két hon sé tré thanh hon sy trong hoang that, dbi tuong s& duoc hudng hét
moi vinh hoa pht quy. Do d6, ddi véi chuyén c6 thé ga vao Can Vuong phl,
ngudi nguodi déu ngudng mo, ma khong biét rang trong tda nha xa hoa trang
1& nay lai cat giau khong it chuyén luc duc v6i nhau.
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Tu D6 Linh chang qua 1a mot thuong dan, lam sao c6 thé so sanh véi Pai
Vuong phi xuat than cao quy, nhung cudc doi nang lai vi nguoi dan 6ng nang
yéu tha thiét ma thay d61 hoan toan.

Nhitng nim gan ddy, nang 1a céi gai trong long Dai Vwong phi, Ly Nic bé
bong vira sinh ra ciing ty nhién tré thanh cai dinh trong mét ba ta. Ciing boi
vi hiéu rd dao 1y ndy, nén nang ludn biét tién lui dung luc, khong cho phép
minh pham chit sai 1am nao.

Chi 13 nang khong ngd duoc, khi bénh tinh vira suy yéu, cing véi Vuong
gia hoi huong, Pai Vuong phi kia da voi vang téi bat nat nguoi.

Diéu nay, ciing khong phai diéu ma Ly Nic nho tudi co thé 1y giai.

“Khong phai ty ty n6i Nic nhi tuyét d6i khong dugc chay ra ngoai sao?”
Ly Vii Duong nhe giong hdi “Nac Nac chay ra ngoai ¢6 phai khong?”

Ly Nac chu miéng 1én “Nac Nac khong co.”

“Tré ngoan khong dugc ndi doi.” Di€m nhe xudng mii bé, nang lai nodi
“Khong ro1 Luc Tric cac, lam sao dé gap duoc ty ty hu hong?”

“Con diéu...” Ngon tay bé chi 1én troi ““...bay di, Nac Nac dudi theo.”

Ly Vii Duong 0m lay Nac Nic dit trén dui minh, nhin hai ma bi sung do
cua be, trong long vura tirc vira dau long. Nhitng nam gan day, nang 1a nguoi
hiéu chuyén, luén biét 1o dao 1y “6 dudi mai hién, khong thé khong cti dau”.
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Nhung néu moi thir déu phai nin nhin, cu¢c song nay that su khong c6 dao ly
nira roi.

“Quan chua, hay la ché Quan ma gia tr¢ vé o1 nd1 sau.” Ha Tric ding mot
bén, nhe giong khuyén nhu.

Vo nhe dira nhd trong 1ong, nang thd ra vai ngum khi 16n, hoi thd van
khong ngurng ra 1én, nhung chi c6 thé thong khoé ap ché Ivra gian.

Dot nhién, ngoai ctra vang 1én ti€ng 6n ao, nang li€c mat nhin Ha Tric mot
cai.

Ha Truac 1ap tirc dung day di ra ngoai, nhung tay con chua kip dung té1 tay
nam ctra, mudi mudi Ha Vi da vot ti€n vao.

“Quan chua.” Vé mat Ha Vi kich dong, noi “Tu Nhir Quén chua to1 day!”

“That tot!” Budn phién trén mit Ly Vi Duong lap tic tan bién vao hu
khong “Ta khong di tim nang ta, nang ta lai t&1 trude mot bude.” Nang nhin
Ha Truac, vé mat luc bt tong tam “La nang ta tu tdi cua, néu nhu tinh huéng
khong thé khong ché, chang lién quan t6i ta.”

Ha Truc nghe vay, am tham kéu mot tiéng hong bét.

“Con khong mau moi vao?” Ly Vi Duong véi kéo y phuc ciia minh, du
ban ron nhung van ung dung ra Iénh.
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Nang luén yéu ghét ro rang, d6i v6i vi mudi mudi trén danh nghia — Ly Tt
Nhtr nay, nang biét rd6 do1 phuong khong co ¥ tot, bdi vay, nang cling khong
muon giao ti€ép vdi nang ta.

Nhlmg day lai chinh 1a céi goi “Pao bat dong bét trong vi muu” Némg it
xuét hién, cling c6 nghia 13 d01 phu:O’ng mudn gy su ciing khong ¢6 nhiéu co
hoi. Nhung ma lac ndy, néu d6i phuong ty minh t6i cira tim phién toai, 15
nhu c6 xdy ra chuyén gi, trach nhiém kia s€ khong tinh trén nguoi nang.

Ha Vi va Ha Tric nhan 1énh, kéo ctra ra, Ly Ttr Nhir mang theo ty nit va
th v€ bén nguodi, guong mat lanh lung di vao.

Guong miat Ly Vii Duong khong c¢6 biéu tinh gi, 6m Ly Nic, nhan nhat
nhin nang ta, cling khong hé to ra lo lang ma ding day kéu ho.

“Mudi mudi, moi ngoi!”

Ly Tt Nht khong vui nhin thai d0 cao ngao cua Vii Duong. Day chi la
mot dira bé gai mo cod1 khong cha khong me, lai dam khong biét xau ho, luon
tu cho minh 1a Quan chua Can Vuong phu, xung ty mudi véi nang?!

“Giao thtr do ra day!” Nang lanh lung mé miéng.

“Thur gi?” Ly Vii Duong ldy banh hoa mai trén ban cho Ly Nic in, giong
diéu lanh nhat.

“Cay tram Ngan Liéu Quan Lan cua ta.”
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Than minh Ly Vi Duong clirng ngac, chdm rai ngang dau nhin nang ta
“Tram Ngan Liéu Quan Lan?”

Tram Ngan Liéu Quan Lan 1a do duong kim Hoang thugng nhan dip dai
tho cua Thai hau, léy cac loai hoa co6 cat tuong lam dé tai, ra 1énh cho phu
No61 Vu dung vang lam ra mot bg tram, trong dai tho Thai hau ngay do, tang
cho vai vi Quan chia ba yéu thuong, ma Ly Tt Nhir 1a mot nguoi dugc nhan
vinh du d6. Lic d6, nang ta khong chat dao dong, tAu rd minh mudn chon
chiéc traim Ngan Liéu Quan Lan nay.

Pén bay gio Ly Vit Duong van con nhé rd, lac Ay Ly Tt Nhir sau khi hoi
phu, bd dang vo cung vui vé. Thai d6 cua nang ta nhu mudn néi véi moi
nguoi, nang ta mdi dung 1a Quén chta chan chinh cta Can Vuong phi, con
ban than nang, du ¢6 1am nhiéu viéc dén dau, thi v6i ndi vién trong cung van
khong thé ciing khong co tu cach bude chan vao nira bude.

“Vat thanh thuong ngu tr, sao c6 thé & noi nay cua Vii Duong?” Ly Vi
Duong 10 ra vé mat cung vo1 by dang vo cung nham chan “Mudi mudi co
phai dén sai cho r61 khong?”

“La tiéu quy nay lay!” Ly Tur Nhr khong khach khi, mot tay mudn bat lay
Ly Nac.

Ly Vil Duong nhanh tay le mat, mot chuong da danh tring canh tay nang
ta “Mudi mudi la tiéu thu khué cac, dong tay dong chan khong cam thay mat
than phan sao?”

Ly Ti Nhir vo vd canh tay bi danh, tic gian khong thoi “Nguoi che cho
han, chang 18, 1a nguoi bdo han téi trom?”
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“Pimng ngdm mau phun ngudi.” Ly Vil Duong mién cudng liéc nang ta
mot cai “Do cua nguoi khong thay, 1a van dé cua nguoi, dung do 1én dau
nguoi khac.”

“Ta rd rang nhin thay ti€u quy nay lén it nhin xung quanh lau cac cua ta!”

Ly Vii Duong nhin nang ta. Xem ra, nang ta hom nay 1a “Lai gia bat

‘A * A, e A s
th1¢n”( ), nhat dinh muon vu oan gia hoa.
(*) “Lai gia bdt thién”: nghia la “nguoi déen khong co y tot”

Hit mét hoi that sau, nang khong ché tam trang ctia minh, 6n nhu né1 “Nac
nhi cung lam chi di nhat con diéu.”

“Hur! Nhat diéu chi 1a nguy trang.”

“Mudi mudi a,” Ly Vii Duong kh& nhiu may, trong 1ong rat mudn dem
nang ta da ra ngoai cira, nhung bé ngoai van biéu hién mot bé dang uyén
chuyén ham xtc, 1dy nghia 1am trong nhu cii “Nic nhi chi 1 dira bé sau tuoi,
khong gidng ngudi 10n biét dua gion tdm co, nén s& khong biét gia bd, noi
chuyén gia tao. Con co, dé ty ty ta nhic nguoi mot cau, cho di nguoi khong
thich han, Nac Nic vin 1a thé tir Can Vuong phu, nguoi ding dé ké hau
nguoi ha ché cuo1.”

Biéu tinh Ly T Nht cing do, trimg mat “Néu khong phai han sinh ra
khac chét ca ca da mat cua ta, dén phién han lam thé tir sao?”

http://tieulun.hopto.org



“Lon mat!” Ly Vi Duong dung luc dap ban “Nguoi nghi nguoi dang noi
gi?”

Mit Ly Tt Nhtr trAm xubng “Nguoi ding tudng ta s& so nguoi. Ping
quén, ta mai la ty ty rudt cua Ly Néc, du thé nao cling khong t&i phién nguoi
la nguo1 ngoai day do.”

Ly Vii Duong trirng mat nhin nang, hai mat chira day ttrc gian Tu’ ngay ta
vao Can Vuong phu, luc quy xudng dang tra cho phu vuong cling mau ph1 ta
da 1a ty ty cua Ly Nac, cho nén dung c6 luén mi€ng noi ta 1a nguoi ngoai.”

Nang ta hét 1én “Trén than thé nguoi, cin ban khong mang dong mau cia
Ly gia ching ta, con dam 16n tiéng nhu thé, khong thiy nguong sao? Bay gid
con ga cho mdt tén pham phu tuc tir, mot ngudi dan 6ng khong biét tir dau
xuat hién...” Thay hinh théu phuong, nang ta khinh miét hir mot tiéng “Cin
ban chinh la mot con vit hoang, vitra lic, xirng véi than phan ti tién cua
nguoi.”

Cai gi Ly Vii Duong ciing ¢6 thé nhin, nhung dung t&i Liéu Nham Phong,
nang khong chiu noi.

Nang dot nhién dung 1én, dé Ly Nac vao long Ha Truc, gian dit canh céo
“Trong coi tot cai mi¢ng cua nguoi, néu khong thi nguoi cir cho xem!”

“Nguoi c6 thé giy kho dé cho ta sao?” Ly Tir Nhir khong tu gidc 1ui mot
bude, thi vé sau lung 1ap tirc tién 1én “Ta biét tir nho phu vuong day nguoi
cudi ngua ban cung, hoc v, nhung nhitng thi vé ndy cia ta cling khong phai
trung cho dep mat.”
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“Quan chuaa...” Ha Truc voi vang thi tham ¢ bén “Nhin xuong di!”

Ly Vii Duong hit mot hoi that sau, hai tay ndm chit thanh quyén “Nguoi
cut ra ngoai cho ta, ta khong mudn nghe cai mi¢ng thoi nat cua nguoi noi

'7’

ntra!

“Nguoi dam néi miéng ta thdi nat?” Ly Tar Nhir nhin khong duoc gio tay

lén.

“Néu nhu nguoi dam dong thu, ta s& khién cho nguoi cang kho xem.” Ngit
khi ciia Ly Vii Duong mém nhe, nhung trong d6 tran day uy hiép cung khinh
thuong. Nang ciing khong dem thi vé bén ngudi ciia Ly Tt Nhir dé vao trong
mat, chi 1a khong muén dé nguoi ngoai xem truyén cudi ciia Can Vuong phi,
cho nén méi dé dang bd qua.

“Po 1a do han trom.” Tay Ly Tir Nhar chi Ly Nic “Néu nhu han trong sach,
phai dé cho ta soat, néu khong nguoi chinh 1a bao che.”

Ha Trhc nhin théiy cuc dién guom dao nhu vay, gap dén ndi chay mé hdi,
khong khoi cang thang 6m thé tir, dung vao 'mot vat cimg trong vat do cua bé,
sau d6 vat kia truot khoi vat 4o bé, rét xudng dat, tao nén tiéng vang thanh
thiy.

Am thanh nay lam cho trong phong dot nhién yén tinh, Ly Vii Duong lay
lai tinh than, cti ngudi nhat 1€n traim vang tinh xao trén mat dat.

“Con noi khong phai han 1ay?” Vé mat Ly Tir Nhu dac y, mot tay doat lay
tram Ngan Liéu Quéan Lan.
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“Nac nhi” Ly VUi Duong nhiu may nhin d¢ d¢ “Tai sao cai nay ¢ trén
nguoi dé?”

“Ty ty hu hong cho d¢!” Bé chi vao Ly Tt Nhu.

“Hur!” Ly Tir Nhtr khé hir lanh ling “Con nho tu6i lai khong chiu hoc theo
diéu tot, an cap nhat dinh phai bi trirng phat, bay gido con ddm ndi doi hét lan
nay t&1 lan khac?! Néu that 1a ta cho nguoi, bay gio ta con can tdi day hoi to1
sao?”

“That 13 ty ty x4u cho, Nic Nic khong can, ty ty hu hong cuong quyét nhét
vao lai con tat d¢ mot cai.”

Ly Vi Duong tram mac khong n6i, sac mat xanh mét, nhin vé mat kho dai
va bi€u tinh vo t01 cua Ly Nac.

“Quan chua...” Ha Truc lo lang nhin nang.

Bay gio dung 1a tién thoai ludng nan, Ly Vi Duong tin 161 Ly Nic noi 1a
su that, chi 13, néu Ly Ttr Nhir dd ¢ y gia hoa, chuyén nay that sy khong
xong. Trong dau nang, rat nhanh suy nghi, xem minh phai xt 1y chuyén nay
nhu thé nao.

“Theo ta qua day!.” Ly Tt Nhir dudi tay ra, mudn kéo Ly Nic qua.

“Khoéng cho phép nguoi dong han!” Ly Vii Duong trén mit tran day tic
gian, dirng ra ngdn can nang ta.
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“Nguoi muon bao che han?”

“Trudc hdy dé cho ta lam rd su tinh du dudi, ta tuyét ddi sé khong bao
che.” Nang trung mét nhin mudi mudi “Du sao mudn gan t01 cho nguoi khac,
so gi khong c6 1y do? Nac nhi noéi 1a do nguoi cho, nguoi ndi 14 han trom, ta
1am sao biét ngudi nodi dbi 13 nguoi hay 1a han?”

“Nguoi...”

“Quan chua” Ty nit cia Ly Tt Nhir biét dugc tin tirc tir thi vé bén ngoai,
vo1 vang tién dén no6i nho “Vuong phi hoi phu!”

Ly Tt Nht nghe vay, vé mat 1ap tic sang 1én, duong duong tu dac nhin Ly
Vil Duong “Mau phi da tré lai, ngay ca troi ciing gitip ta. Chung ta di gip
mau phi, & mau phi phan xi.”

Tam Ly Vi Duong thang tap trAm xudng.

Khong nghi t6i Pai Vuong phi tién cung chuc tho Thai tir phi, dd & trong
cung hon nira ndm, lai chon tho1 diém then chot nay hoi phu?

“Con khong di?” Ludm nang mot cai, got chan Ly Tir Nhir di chuyén, voi
vang to1 trudc cura nghénh don mau than da may thang khong gap.

“Quan chua?” Vé mat Ha Trac, Ha Vil lo léng nhin nang.

“La phtic khong phai hoa, 1a hoa khong thé tranh, néu t6i s& trén khong
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thoat, chung ta di thoi!” Ly Vii Duong thd dai, dat ban tay nho bé cta Ly
Nac, cham rai di theo Ly Tt Nhr ra khéi phong.
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Chwong 9

Trudc cia 16n khi phai cia Can Vuong phu, doan ngudi di tring diép
dtimg no61 dudi nhau.

Xe ngua cua Pai Vuong phi Lién Bing Nguyét vira xuat hién, Ly Tt Nhu
1ap trc di té1, quy xudng thinh an.

“Mau phi!”

“Con gai ngoan!” Ba cuoi, nang nang ta day “Puing 1én di.”
, Yy

“Ta mau phi.” Ly Tt Nhir y cudi day mat, ding day.

Nhin Ly Vii Duong va Ly Nic ciing quy gdi & mot bén, Lién Bang Nguyét
khua tay “Céc nguoi cling dung 1én di.”

“Ta mau phi.” Ly Vii Duong kéo Ly Nic cung dting 1én.

“Mau phi tro vé that dung luc.” Ly Ta Nhir kéo tay 4o Lién Bang Nguyét,
lam niing, n61 “Ngudi hay lam chu cho con di!”

Lién Bang Nguyét nhan nhat nhudng may.
Ly Tir Nhir néi tiép “Phu vuong vira méi mang thr phi hoi hwong, Ly Nic
da khong tot!”
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Ngoai mit, Lién Bing Nguyét an gidu suy nghi, nhung day mat hién 1én
mot tia khong vui. Khong ngo tién nhan Tu D6 Linh nay vay ma khong chét.

Cu tudng cai than thé gy yéu cua nang ta khong chong do ndi qua mua
dong nay, ai ngdo mot ngay dau xuan kia, mot nam tir xa la lai dén clru nang ta
mot mang.

Anh mat nhu vo ¥ liéc téi Ly Vii Duong dang cung kinh dimg mot bén.
Tréi lai, nha dau kia cang 16n cang thém dong long nguoi, tuy cim ghét Tu
D6 Linh, nhung ba khong thé khong thira nhan, Ly Vii Duong duoc Tu Do
Linh mang theo that su 1a mot tiéu m¥y nhan xinh dep.

Ntra nam nay tuy ba ¢ trong cung, nhung moi chuyén 16n nho trong phu ba
déu biét, cling biét dai phu y thuit cao minh kia 1a do Ly Vii Duong tim vé.
Sau cung, Vuong gia trai lai dong y, dem nghia nit ga cho nam tir than bi
khéng c6 danh tiéng nay.

Tuy ba chua thdy qua ngudi d6, nhung néu ¢ thé 1am cho Vuong gia vit
bo quan diém cua ban than, yén tdm dem nghia nit pho6 thac cho han, thi tén
nam tr nay chac chan khong phai hang ngudi binh thuong.

“Khong tot nhu thé nao?” Lién Biang Nguyét budc vao Vuong phi, ngdi
trén dai duong, nhe nhang hoi.

“Ly Nic trom tram Ngan Liéu Quan Lan ctia con cho Vii Duong.”
“Chuyén con chua tim dugc manh moi, nguol dung ngdm mau phun

nguoi.” Ly Vi Duong lanh giong.
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“La ta tin mat nhin thay, trim Ngan Liéu Quan Lan roi ra tir 40 Ly Nic,
nhan ching vat chimg déu c6, nguoi noi ta 1am sao ngdm mau phun ngudi?
Pén ltc ndy ma con mudn bao che cho hin, chang 18 that ra 1a nguoi kéu han
trom? Ta biét ngay la nguoi, mot nha dau lai lich bt minh, luon thém mudn
chiu bau trong Vuong phu. Thé nao? Mudn thira dip xuét gia, trém vai thir
mang t6i nha chong sao? Ta nghi cling ding, nhin bd dang ngudi kia ngheéo
kiét xac, chi so nguoi khéng mang vai thir di, tuong lai s& chiu kho.”

X1 nha dau that 1am nguoi ta tirc gian! Lira gian 16e 1én trong doi mat den
cua Ly Vi Duong.

“Chang qua chi la chuyén nho... Tir Nhtt, nguoi can gi phai on a0 1am moi
nguoi déu biét, khién bon nguot hau ché gieu?” Lién Bang Nguyét to ra biét
1y 1€, trach mang con gai.

Vé mat Ly Tt Nhur khong cho 1a dang “Ly Nac trom dd cta con 1a sy that,
chang 1€ con van phai nén gian?”

“Puong nhién khong phai, chi 13, chuyén lién quan t&i thé tir Can Vuong
phu, nguoi nén xtr 1y c6 chirng muc.”

“Ciing boi vi Ly Nac 1a thé tir, twong lai s& thira ké vuong vi, cang khong
thé c6 hanh vi cta bon trdm cdp.” Anh mat cia Ly Tt Nhr ban vé phia
khuon mat hon nhién cua Ly Nac “Bay gio da nhu vay, 16n 1€n s€ nhu thé
nao?”’

“Nguoi noi cling khong phai khong co dao 1y.” Lién Biang Nguyét giong
nhu budn rau, khé thé dai.
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Nhin hai me con nay ké xudng ngudi hoa, Ly Vii Duong khong khoi ming
chiri trong long. Hai nguoi ho, mot nguol dong vai phan di¢n, mot nguoi
dong vai chinh dién, chinh 1a c6 gang lam khé Ly Nac.

Nang nam ban tay bé nhé cia Ly Nac, nhin &nh mat mo mit khong hiéu gi
cua be¢, cam thay dau long. Bé chang qua la mot daa tré sau tudi, lam sao biét
dugc an oan cua nguoi 16n?

Cira 4i ngdy hom nay, bon ho mudn thoat than binh yén, so 13 khong dé
dang nhu vay.

Nghia phu cuéi Linh di vao ctra, con trai Pai Vuong phi cach hai nim lién
chét, thu mdi han cii, chac chan Pai Vuong phi da d6 toan bd 1€n trén dau
Linh di va Ly Nac.

Trong lac suy tu, Ly Vit Duong dot nhién cam thay mot hoi hoa mat chong
mat, than thé thoang chao ddo, day xich bac trén mat ca lai bat dau nong lén.

“Quén chua!” Ha Tric sau lung nang 1a ngudi dau tién phat hién, 1ap tic di
l1én do tay nang.

Ly Vii Duong choang vang, dimg viing, 4p ché suy nghi bat an. Chang
1€.... that sy s€ co chuyén xay ra?

“Nguoi khong thoai mai thi lui ra di.” Lién Bang Nguyét mo miéng “Pé
Ly Nac lai.”
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Nang nhin Pai Vuong phi dang 1am ra vé yéu thwong Ly Nic, khong muén
di “Vii Duong khong sao, chi 1a mau phi... Ngai tinh xir 1y chuyén nay nhu
thé nao?”

“Chuyén nay... That lam ta kho xa!” Anh mat Lién Bang Nguyét binh tinh
nhin nang “Nguoi thay nén xur ly nhu thé nao?”

Nhiing 16i nay, ngudi bén ngoai nghe, c¢6 18 thdy 13 mot cdu hoi thang than,
nhung chi ¢c6 Ly Vii Duong biét duoc y dinh ctia Pai vuong phi 1a mudn
nang mo miéng. Trong luc thudng phat d6, néu nhu nang din do khéng
quyét, bai Vuong phi co thé thuén tién théu dét thém vai cai toi trang cho
nang, mot 1an c6 thé gido huin ca nang va Ly Nic, hai cai dinh trong mat.

Hai m¢ con nay that khong don gian, chéng qua, bon ho mubn dién tro nay,
tay nghé lai qué vung vé. Nghi vay, Ly Vii Duong nhin khong dugc bat cuoi.

Nhin miéng nang y cuoi nhu hoa, Ly Tt Nhir ¢6 phan tirc gian “Nguoi van
con cuoi duoc?!”

“Bé1 vi budn cuoi!” Nang nhan nhat nhiin vai, “Néc nhi no1, 6 d6 dung la
nguoi cho han.”

Ly Tir Nhir khé hir lanh ling “Pay chang qua 1a Ly Nic vong vo, 1oi noi
khong bang khong ching, ai ¢6 thé chung minh d6 do6 1a ta cho han?”

“Loi n6i khong bang khong chimg?!” Nang gat gat dau, “Co ly. Nhung lac
dé chang phai mudi mudi cling no6i sudng sao? Du sao, cling khong ai nhin
thay Ly Nac vao phong nguoi lay do.”
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“Nguoi... Nguoi ro rang muon bao che ti€éu quy nay

“Tiéu quy, tiéu quy, ding quén Nic nhi 13 thé tir Can Vuong phu!”

Lién Bing Nguyét lanh lung nhin nang “VU DUONG, y cta nguoi la. ..
chuyén nay cho qua nhu vay sao?”

“Puong nhién khong phai, doi phu vuong hoi phi 16i ban lai. Phy vuong
s€ xur Iy cong bang.”

“Y 1a mAu phi nhu ta s& khong xtr 1y cong bang sao?”

Nhin khoe miéng Lién Bang Nguy¢t tuoi cuoi lanh nhat, nang s¢ hai cii
dau “Vi Duong khong dam!”

“Tat c4 cac nguoi déu thay trim Ngan Liéu Quan Lan roi ra tir 4o thé tir
sao?”” Lién Bang Nguy¢t nhin cham cham nang, gan ting tiéng, hoi.

Sac mat Ly Vi Duong khé bién.

“Tat ca moi nguoi déu thdy, ngay ca Vii Duong!” Ly Tt Nhit dirng mot
bén noi.

“Phai khong?” Lién Bang Nguyét on nhu hoi “Vii Duong?”

Cin chit ring, nang khong tinh nguyén gat dau.
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“Mot khi da nhu vay... thi hanh mdt chut hinh phat di.” Lién Bang Nguyét
dua ra quyét dinh rat nhanh, nhe phét tay, dung 1én, chuan bj roi khoi “Pem
thé tir ra ddanh mudi dai ban, con lai chd khi Vuong gia vé dinh doat lai. Ta
mét moi, khong mudn chit viéc nhoé ndy 1am hao ton tinh than.”

banh muoi1 dai ban?! V61 mot dira bé chi méi sau tuoi?!

Vil Duong qua s¢ hai, khong khong ché duoc, chin duong ba ta “Mau phi,
moi chuyén con chua r0 rang, sao ngai c6 the...”

“To gan!” Lién Bang Nguyét ttrc gian, trirmg mat nhin nang “Tranh ra!”

“Néu nhu mau phi khong thu hoéi ménh 1énh da ban, Vi Duong khong
tranh!” Nang quat cuong noi.

Anh mat Pai Vuong phi lanh ling.

Ly Vii Duong khong nhin lai, mudn ra tay thi t6i di!

Du sao Can Vuong phil nay ciing khong phai nha nang, néu khong phai vi
Linh di, nang cling da sém khong muon ¢ lai noi nay.

“Mudn danh Ly Nic, vugt qua ta roi hay tinh!”

Lién Biang Nguyét lanh ling cudi “That ding 1a chi em tinh thAm. Mudn
dau véi ta? Nguoi con kém mot chut. Chang 18 ta duong duong 1a Can
Vuong phi, ngay cd mgt Quan chiia nho nho nhu nguoi cling khong tri duoc
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sao?”

Nhin khu6n mit tuyét my kia, ba nh¢ toi Tu D6 Linh nam d6, ciing 1a dung
mot khuon mat vira thady da meé hoac chong cua ba...

Nghi t&i d6, han y trong long ba noi 1én.

Ba 1a bi€u mudi cia qudc su duong triéu, Thai tir phi la bi€u ty cua ba.
Vo6n xuat than danh mon, nhung cudc doi ba lai vi sy xuat hién cia Tu Do
Linh nay ma ro1 vao gitra 1¢ loi c6 ddc.

“Nguoi dau!” Giong ndi va vé mit ba nghiém khac, ha 1énh “Vii Duong
Quan chua néi ning 16 ming, chéng d6i ban cung! Panh hai muoi dai ban
cho ta, dé xem vé sau nguoi con dam ¥ vao sy uu 4i cia Vuong gia ma nhanh
mom nhanh miéng nita khong?”

“Ngai...” Ly Vi Duong con chua noi xong, hai thi vé da di lén d¢ nang
ngd xudng dat.

“Néu that mudn che chd cho thé tu, hay 1a nguoi thay hén nhan muoi dai
ban kia di. Ai dam tién lén, coi nhu dong t01.” Lién Bang Nguyét lai 1an nira
ngo1 xudng ghé tua, lanh lung nhin vé mét phan han cia Ly Vi Duong.

“Tét!” Ly Tir Nhir dirng mot bén, thoai mai gat dau “Ra stc danh, danh
cho ta!”

Thi vé cAm dai ban, chan chur dirng mdt bén, dai ban nay, danh ciling khong
dugc, ma khong danh cling khong duoc.
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“Con chan chur gi nta?!” Ly Tu Nhur trach mang “Mudn tao phan sao?”
“Quan chua! Bac t6i!” Thi v¢ n6i nho xong lap tlc ra tay.

Truong danh xuéng, Ly Vii Duong dau dén co ho khong nhin duogc rén i,
nhung nang can rang, khong noi tiéng nao.

“Ty ty!” Ly Nic thay thé mudn nhao qua.
“Kéo thé tir lai! Ping cho né téi day!” Nang voi vang quat 1én.

Ha Trac nhin nuéc mét trong hdc mét, 6m chit Ly Nac, khong dé v toi
viéc han gidy giua, van liéu mang 6m. Lic ndy, ai ciing khong dam tién 1én,
bay gid Vuong phi dang ¢ trong con thinh nd, mdt khi ndi gian lén, giét
ngudi cling ¢ thé, con ai dam di tim chét?

Ba muo1 dai ban méi danh mot ntra, 40 Ly Vi Duong bi da rach nat, dé lai
mot viing mau trong sanh duong.

Quan chua bi danh dén tray da sit thit, tit cA moi nguoi khong danh long
nhin, chi c6 Pai Vuong phi van lam vé mat khong c6 viéc gi, nhin cham
cham canh mau tanh nay.

Ha Trtic khong nhin dugc khéc 1én, nhung & lic mau chdt nay, nang khong
dam dé cho nudc mét cia minh bi ngudi ta nhin thay, voi vang quay lung lai
lau di. Nao biét nhat thoi khong c6 nam chit, lai dé cho Ly Nic tranh ra khoi,
chay ra ngoai.
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“To gan! Tat ca déu tranh ra!” Ly Nic xong 1én trudc mot tay day thi vé
cam hinh ban ra. “Khong cho phép cac nguoi danh ty ty ta!”

“Um...” Ly Vii Duong muén dua tay bao vé han, nhung lai khong du stc.

Lién Bang Nguyét tron to mat, dung strc vd ban, dimg 1én di toi vung tay
1én, chat mot tiéng danh vao ma Ly Néac, chi thay than thé nho nhé cua Ly
Nac 1ap trc boi vi mot chudng nang né ma bi danh dén bay ra ngoai.

Thay tinh hinh ndy, moi ngudi qua that bi doa sg, mdt cai tat manh kia
ngay ca dai nam nhan ciling khong bang.

Khi Ly Nic sap sira roi xudng trén dat, trong nhay mat, mot doi ban tay
viing vang do 1ay han, 6m vao trong nguc.

“Ciing chi 13 dra bé sau tudi, c6 can phai ra tay nhu vay khong?” Liéu
Nham Phong nhin vét doé trén mat Ly Nac, khdée miéng con cod vét mau, anh
mat khong khoi lanh 180. Pira nho nay ciing khong tim thudng, tuy bi danh
rat dau, nhung lai khong roi nura giot I€.

“Quan ma gia!” Ha Trlc nhin thay han, 1ap tic kéu mot tiéng nhu tim dugce
nguoi mang ciru mang. “Mau ctru Quan chta!”

Li&u Nham Phong ngang dau 1én, thiy Ly Vii Duong dang nam trong viing
mau, mat mili tai nhot, khién hin cang tré nén tic gian. Nang nhdm nghién
hai mat, ca ngudi toan mau, cling khong nhtic nhich... Mot tiéng gao thét kho
sO va tirc gidn bat ra khoi ¢d hong, tiéng kéu choi tai cta hin khién cho ngudi
& chd nay déu bj doa dén bit kin 13 tai.
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Sac mat Lién Bang Nguyét thay doi, kinh hai dimg cach d6 khong xa, nhin
han cham cham.

Liéu Nham Phong chay vdi téi bén canh Ly Vii Duong, kinh hii nhin nang
chi con thoi thop mot hoi, lién dua tay thir do xét hoi thé cua nang... Cling
may, van con hé hap.

Mo mit, dau dén, chét lang, kém theo bong ma than chét nhu dang ap to1
Ly Vi Duong, nhung nang loang thoang c6 thé cam thay da c6 nguoi o6m
nang. Nang ra sitc mé mat, lién nhin thay guong mat hot hoang cua han.

Khong thé ndo... Hin lubn ludn 1 ngudi tinh tao, khong ngd ciing sé& c6 luc
ludong cuong, hot hoang nhu the.

Cam glac nhu trut duogc ganh nang kh1en nang khong nhin dugc khoc sut
sui 1én. Han t6i, tat ca déu s& khong sao roi..

Nghe dugc tiéng khoc thit thit cia nang, ltra gian trong 16ng nguc Lidu
Nham Phong s6i trao, tim dau nhu bi nguoi ta quat roi.

“Vii Duong, dimg khoc.” Han budc chit canh tay 6m 1y nang, “Ta dan
nang vé nha.”

“U"” Nang yéu dudéi md miéng, “Vé nha...”

“Yén tam d1.” Gigng han tram thap an ui nang, “Tat ca da co ta.”
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Han can than am nang 1én, nhung nang van nhu cti, vi dau nén can chat
moi dudi, Iuc nay lra gian cia han dat dén dinh diém, mat 16 ra sat y nhin
Lién Bang Nguyét.

Lién Biang Nguyét cam giac dugc anh nhin cua han. Nguoi dan ong nay
that 1anh khéc va uy nghiém. Quan trong hon, tréng mao cua hin khién ba
khong khoi rét run, ngii quan, dang dap cta han that sy quéa gidng biéu ty phu
clia ba — thai tir Ly Hao. Luc han kéu 1én mot tiéng chéi tai, giéng nhu con
th bi thuong, lién khién nguoi ta s hai, tiéng kéu thé lwong Ay nhiéu nam
trude ba cling da ting nghe...

“Nguoi dang chét!” Su cam han mudn giét ngudi ciia Liu Nham Phong
sO01 trao, han lay mot thanh dao gdm ngan bén hong ra.

“Khéng...” Ly Vii Duong liéc thdy trén tay han c6 anh sang, yéu 6t noi:
“Khong... Khong thé giét, ba ay la Vuong phi.”

bang han!

Nghe duoc 101 nang noi, ¢o tay han chuyén mot cai, dot nhién tir trong tay
han mot thanh chiy thu phong ra ngoai, truc tiép ban vé phia Lién Bing
Nguyét, nhung chi cat diat mot bén toc cla ba ta, roi thang tip ghim vao mit
tuong sau lung.

Lién Bang Nguyét run ray, trén mat khong con mot chit mau.

“Néu ¢ lan sau, ta nhat dinh s€ khong tha cho nguoi!”Han cam két chac
chan, r61 xoay nguoi roi di.
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“Nac Nac...”

“Yén tdm di.” Nghe am thanh y€u &t cua nang, han cam thay long dau nhu
cat, “Ta s€ dan nang di, Nac Nac s€ theo sau.”

“Da.” Ly Nic diing cam dtng vitng, nghe 101 han, kéo lai vat 4o.

Liac nay than thé mém nhiin cia Ly Vii Duong khong con chiu noéi, lién
ngat di.

Liéu Nham Phong khong chan chd nita, 1ap tirc mang theo Ly Nic, om Ly
Vi Duong ro1 khéi Can vuong phu.

Ha Trac, vOon dang nup ngoai ctra nhin Ién, thady moi ngudi van con sting
s0, cling v01 vang dudi theo.

Trong mat moi ngudi, ho 1a hai chi em. Vuong gia yéu thuong Ly Vil
Duong, néu mat di chd dua la nang, Can vuong phu noi gi ciing khong &
duoc nira.

“Mau phi?!” Poi Liéu Nham Phong di xa, Ly T Nh méi ldy lai tinh
than, voi vang chay dén bén canh mau than, “Nguoi khong sao cht?” Trén
dat con c6 mot it soi toc 1am nguoi ta s¢ hai, chi kém mot chut, thanh chay
thil ndy sé& ton thuong ba.

“Tén nam tr kia...” Mot luc 1au sau, Lién Bang Nguyét mé1 cham rai mo
miéng, “Chinh 1a nguoi phu vuong con hira ga Ly Vii Duong cho do sao?”
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“Da!” Ly Ttr Nhir nghi hoac nhin ba, guong mat am tinh bat dinh ctia mau
than lam nguoi ta cam thay that xa la, “Han 1a Liéu Nham Phong?” Lién
Bang Nguyét nghiéng nguoi sang, nhin vao cay chuy thu ghim trén tuong.

Mot nam tor van vO phi pham, y thuat vo nghé déu tinh thong, kho trach
Vuong Gia s€ yén tam ga nghia nit sung a1 nhat cho han. Chi la... Trir vé uu
tu bén ngoai, co6 1€ con ¢d6 mot nguyén nhan khac...

Nhé t6i tuéng mao Liéu Nham Phong, guong mat tai nhot cua Lién Bang
Nguyét hién 1én nu cu’(n ha hé. Nguoi nay qua gidng thai tir nim xwa, diéu
nay co 18 s& khién qudc su himg tha trong budi hop t6i. Mudi nim, ba & Can
vuong phu chiu nhyuc mudi nam, nay co hdi bao thu ciling da téi... Nhiing
nim thang dau kho, ndi dau mat chong, mat con... Han nay — ba s& mot 1an
tra lai hét thay!!!
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Chuwong 10

Cho du Ly Vii Duong di binh yén v6 su ¢ ngay trudc mat, nhung trong
dau cta Liéu Nham Phong van 14 hinh anh nang ngd xudng viing mau khién
han khong khoi dau long. Ac mong & quéa khir van con luu lai, trong tAm han
van ddy 1én ndi so hii vé sy chan dong to 16n nay.

Han d3 timg cach cai chét rat gan, cling ting mat di me rudt. Han qua that
khong thé chiu dugc sy mat mat thém mat 1an nao nira.

Liéu Nham Phong tic truc khong ngoi nghi bén giudng nang ca ngay va
dém. Nho toi lac moi quen nhau, khi d6 tuyét bay day troi, nang mot minh
d6i mat voi tén hung than ac ba nhung van khéng s, con che chd cho han, so
sanh v&i bay gid, nang tai nhot va suy yéu lai cang khién trai tim hin dau dén
hon.

Khi Ly Vi Duong tinh lai, mé mét ra, dap vao mét chinh 1a bd mait tiéu tuy
cua Lieu Nham Phong.

“Nang rot cudc ciing tinh.” Nhd dén vét thuong trén ngudi nang, han chi
c6 thé cd dé nén suy nghi dau x6t dang sdi trao trong long xudng, nhe nhang
dua tay so 1én khuon mat tai nhot kia, chi sg dung strc nhiéu mét chut s& lam
nang dau.

Nang nhin han khong néi gi, mién cudng cuoi nhe, gidng nhu déa phu
dung dang no 19, cang lam tang thém vé dep dong long.

“Dau khong?”
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“Van t6t.” Khong muon lam cho han lo ling, nang mé d6i mit to, nhin vao
con nguoi den tham tham ctia han “Tom lai khong chét dugc.”

Han nghe vy, nhuéng may khong vui.

“Pung nhu vay ma... Oh!” Nhin sy bién chuyén trong mat han, nang khong
khoi nhe giong cuoi mot tieng, nhung béi vi dong dén vét thuong ma phai
m¢& miéng rén ri.

“Can than!” Han v6i va dén gan nang, &nh mat déu la lo lang.

“Thiép biét.” Than thé yéu dudi giong nhu khong phai ctia minh, khién
nang khong quen. Nang lam mat quy, trén khuén mat tai nhot dan dan cé
chut sac hong, “Luc chang cuoi 1én, that su 1a rat dep!”

Han khong noéi gi, chi c6 thé bat dac nhin nang mdt cai. Pén luc mau chot
r01, nang lai con quan tam dén bd dang cua han sao.

Sbng trén doi nay, han khong cau nguoi, luén ludn dira vao ning luc cia
minh dé 14y dugc d6 minh mudn. Nhung vi nang, 1an dau tién han di ha thp
minh, cau xin trudng 3o thi trién phap thuat hd tién giam bot dau don cho
nang, két qua lai bi truong 130 quyét liét tir chéi.

Viéc trudng 1o cu tuyét da sém nam trong du liéu cua han, du sao do1 voi
viéc han kién tri cudi Ly Vi Duong, trén dudi Mong Hon coc déu khong tha
thir. Viéc han dua nang vao coc tri thuong cling da 1a thoa hi¢p 16n nhat roi.
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Mic du ddi véi két qua nay kho tranh khoi that vong, nhung Liéu Nham
Phong gi® phiit ndy rot cudc di co thé 1y giai tai sao ban dau nang vi ctru Tu
D6 Linh, khong dé y dén cai lanh ma quy gdi trong dong tuyét, cho du phai
boi thuong mot nira cai mang nang van quyét tim lam.

Vi nang, han ciing c6 thé nhu vy, khong chiu budng tay?

“Nham Phong,” Ly Vii Duong khé kéo tay cua hin, diu dang hoi: “Nic
Nac dau?”

“No6 khong co6 viée gi.” Han khé vuot toéc nang, diu dang tra 101, “Hai nha
dau Ha Trac cung Ha Vi dang chdam soc han.”

Dap an nay lam nang kinh ngac, “Ha Truc va Ha Vi?”

“Pung vay.” Nghi d¢én bon ho nuéc mit dam dia di theo han, con ldy cai
chét ra dé ép hin cho ho cing tré vé cdc, Lidu Nham Phong khong khoi thd
dai, “Hai nha du nay ciing phién toai giébng nhu nang, dam van cdu ta dugc
theo vé cdc.”

Nghe dén day, nang khong nhin dugc lién bat cuoi, “Ching ta déu 1am kho
chang dung khong?”

Nhin thdy nang cudi, han chi cam chit tay cuia nang, khong c6 tra 10i.

“Cac nang la nguoi cua thiép, cing di cling t6t.” Cho du ca nguoi dau don,
Ly Vii Duong van 1a can ring chiu dung, néi tiép: “Néu dé cho hai ngudi bon
ho & lai Vuong phu, Tt Nhur cling s€ khong cho ho trdi qua nhitng ngay thang
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an lanh.”

Nhic téi Ly T Nhir, anh mét Lidu Nham Phong tré nén lanh 180, tirc gian
noi, “Me con ho ding 1a khinh nguot qua dang!”

Ly Vi Duong cling khong phu nhan. Ho ding 1a khinh ngudi qué dang, chi
la... Nang nhay mat, nhin anh mat cua han nang cam thay that thu vi. “Tudng
cong,” Nang diu dang kéu 1én mot tieng, “Chang tirc gian sao?”

Han gian dir nhin nang, khong ngo trong dau nang lai c6 cau héi ngu xuan
dén thé, hon nira con mang bd dang rat vui mung.

Nang vuon tay ra, di dom vo vo guong mat han.

Nhung han 1ap tirc 14y tay nang xudng, hon 1én moi nang.

Cu chi nhu tinh ctia han lam trai tim nang dot nhién am ap, nhung khi nhd
lai chuyén vira xdy ra, sic mat nang khong khoi tré nén nghiém tuc.

“Chuyén thiép bi danh, chd phu vuong tré lai nhat dinh s& xir tri 13 rang.
Chang hién tai chtra chap chung ta, 10ng thiép that vo cung cam kich, chi la...
Nac Nac cung thiép vao Mong Hon cbe, con mang theo Ha Trtc cung Ha V1,
bd toc cua chang lidu c6 dé yén khong?” Nang biét rd trén dudi ngudi trong
coc déu c6 thai do thu dich v6i ngudi trong hoang that.

“Nguoi trong toc cua ta, ta s€ tu xu ly.” Han tran an nang, “Nang chi can
v b “ 9
an tam dudng thuong la dugc.”
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C6 cau ndi nay cta han, Ly Vi Duong hiéu rd minh c6 thé yén tdm phan
nao. Nang binh tinh nhin han, “Chang phai biét, thiép cling khong mudn lam
kho chang.”

Nhin thay ay ndy trong mat nang, han hon nhe mot cai vao bén ma, “Lan
sau trudc khi gay hoa, can phai nghi dén nhiing 161 nay.”

Nang cuoi ra tiéng, chi 12 lai dong dén vét thuong, dau dén mirc nhiu may.
Ma con dau thau Xuong nay, ciing khién nang suy nghl dén nguoi khoi xu’ong
— Can Vuong phi. Pi véi nguoi duge goi 13 “Mau phi” nay, nang vira tiéc
nudi vira dau long.

Tubi con nhod nang da di theo Linh di, ciing duwoc mang vao Can Vuong
phu. Mudi ndm nay, Linh di luén than trong tir 1061 néi dén viéc lam, khong
dam vong tudng s& duoc 1am Thai Vuong Phi. Nhan nhin mudi nim nhu vay,
dén ngay hom nay con trai doc nhat ctia nguoi 1a Ly Nic va nang lai phai 1am
vao hoan canh an nho ¢ dau. Chang 18 6ng troi thuc khong c6 mit u?

“Hém nay nho c6 chang méi thoat khoi nguy hiém, khong thi thlep khong
biét phai 1am sao.” Chi so nang ngay ca minh ciing khong bao vé néi, néi gi
dén bao vé Ly Nac.

Han khong thich nhin 16ng may nang nhin lai, chi néi: “Pung suy nghi
nira, nghi ngoi mot lat di.”

Nang nhu thuan git ddu mot cai, dua tay vo nhe vao vi tri bén canh: “O
canh thiép mdt lat duoc khong”

Khoe miéng han khé nhéch, than trong nam bén canh nang. Pau cua nang
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tua vao trudc nguc han, lang nghe nhip tim tram 6n cta han.

Cho du vét thuong dau dén mutc khong cach nao ngu yén duoc, nhung
nang van nham mat lai nghi ngo1, khong muon dé cho han lo lang vi nang. Vi
coi chirng nang, chac han han cling mét moi roi.

Nang mdi nham mat lai chua dugc bao lau, hai nguoi lién dong thoi nghe
duoc tiéng budc chan dang dén gan & bén ngoai.

Nang khong hi€u m¢ mat ra, d61 mat to trong veo nhu nudc nhin han.
Han vuon tay véo nhe mot cai l1én tay cua nang, khe tran an.

Co hd khi han vira xudng gurcmg, cua phong lap tic bi day ra, mot ¢ gai
dang nguoi thon tha, 1an da tring ndn sai budc tién vao.

Liéu Nham Phong thay nguoi t6i, khong co phan ung, 4nh mat lanh nhat
nhin nang ta xong thang dén trudc mat.

Co gai di theo phia sau bay ra bd mit bat dac di.

“Cdc chu, Nhu Y tiéu thu xin cau kién!” C6 gai khong ngin duoc nguoi,
khong thé lam gi khéac hon 1a di theo phia sau thong bao mdt tiéng.

Ly Vi Duong khong khic ché duoc su to mo chdng than thé 1én, khong dé
y dén nhu vay s€ dung cham vét thuong, khién cho nang dau dén nhe rang
tron mat.
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“Nang nam xuong.” Liéu Nham phong bat dac di li€éc nang.

“Cho thi€ép xem mgt cai di.” Nang di dém chu chu cai miéng, van mé to
mat quan sat ngudi maoi toi.

Tt nhd, mdi ngudi nhin thay nang déu ndi nang 1a dai my nhan, nhung
nang lai cam thay ngudi con gai trude mat maéi that 1a dep, dang ngudi hoan
hao nay hoan toan khac biét vdi minh.

Co gai trude mat co voc nguot thon dai cua giai nhan Phuong Bac, cap mat
kia sang ngo1 nhu nude mua thu dé khién nguoi ta dong long. Nang khong tu
chi muon dén gan, cang nhin cang cham chu...

Liéu Nham Phong r6t cudc cling khong nhin ndi nira, dua tay ngan chan ba
vai nang lai, khong dé cho nang ngéi day. Nang khé mim cudi, ra vé khong
sao, thé nhung lai bi han liéc mat canh céo.

Nhin thdy anh mat cta han, Ly Vii Duong chi c6 thé ngoan ngodn nam
xuong givong, nhung anh mat van doi theo doi phuong.

Po6i mat den nhu muc cia Nhu Y liéu chét trimg doi tay ctia Liéu Nham
phong de trén vai cua Ly Vi Duong, nhuéng may, khong khach khi nhin
cham cham nang.

Ma Ly Vii Duong ciing khong nguong ngung nhin lai, diéu nay lai khién
Nhu Y cam thay khong thoai mai.
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“Cé chuyén gi sao?”

Cho du cam thy khong vui v6i su tu tién ctia Nhu Y, nhung Lidu Nham
Phong cling khong c6 biéu hién gi ¢ trén mat.

Nghe duoc cau hoi, Nhu Y méi thu hoi lai anh mét tic gian, chuyén sang
nhin han, “Cha d3 nhiéu 1an phai nguoi cau kién cbc chu, thit cho Nhu Y ca
gan héi mot cau — Céc chu du tinh bé mic dén khi nao? Chéng 1€ chi vi cha
ta cu tuyét ra tay chita tri cho co gai khong dang ké ndy, cho nén 1am cho cdc
chu tirc gian kho quén sao?”

Khong dang ké? Noi dén ta sao? Nghe dugc 10i noi cua ddi phuong, Ly Vil
Duong chang nhiing khong thay budn byc, nguoc lai cdm thay vé tic gian &
trén mat nit tor nay rat dang dé dua gion.

Nhu Y khéi binh hoi toi, khién cho day mat ctia Liéu Nham phong thoang
qua mdt tia khong kién nhan.

Vé mit cua han khéng d6i, lanh nhat mé miéng, “Ngay mai ta s& di gip
trudng 1do.”

“Khong can chd dén ngdy mai, by gid cha ta dang cho ¢ dang trudc,
khong bang Coc chu theo Nhu Y di mot chuyén.” Nang viura ndi, anh mat
khong khach khi mdt lan nita bay tdi trén nguoi cia Ly Vi Duong.

Pay 1a lan dau tién nang nhin thay Ly Vi Duong, mic du khéng mudn
thira nhan, nhung sy nhé nhin yéu 6t clia nang ta qua that 1am nguoi ta khac
sau an tuong. Vé mat ngot ngao, doi mét to trong veo, cho du hién tai bi trong
thuong, nhung co thé van hién 1én vé phong tinh yéu dudi, kho cudng lai
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duoc.

Mot nit nhan nhu thé, ngay c nit nhi con khong nhin dwoc nhin 1én, hudng
ho than nam nhi nhrr Liéu Nham Phong.

Nhung ¢6 ta lai 1a con ngudi... Bong hoa dep nao ciing khong thé chiu noi
su tan ph4 ciia nam thang — Nhu Y nang thi khong giéng.

Nang c6 cong lyc ngan nam, lai 1a hon ngoc quy trén tay truong lao cta tdc
ho ly, dgc nhat vo nhi, hon han so vé1 Ly Vi Duong kia.

Nang va moi ngudi & Mong Hon coc déu ganh trén vai mbi thu han ning
né giébng nhau, Liéu Nham Phong khong chi 1a cbc chii, con 1a chd dya tinh
than cho bon ho. Han dai biéu cho su sinh tir cua Mong Hon cbe, cho nén
khong cho phép c6 nira diém sai 1am.

Chi 13, ké tir khi quen biét Ly Vii Duong, han d4 hoan toan thay d6i —

Tu tién ra khoi coc, song chung voi ké pham tran, lai vi Ly Vi Duong cau
xin trudng 1ao ciru mang co ta, bién doi hoan toan khién ai cling déu cam thay
xa la.

Ma than 1a cdc chii cia Mong Hon cc, han lai 14 ké dau téu pha hu quy cu,
chang nhitng mang nguoi pham vao cdc, hom nay lai mudn cudi ké nay nay
lam vo, quan trong hon 13, than phan ctia nang con 1a hau dué cua dé vuong,
c6 an oan tinh thu kho giai vai toc ho ly.

“Cdc chi, “ Nhu Y biét Liéu Nham Phong luén ludn thich mém khong
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thich cimg, vi vy tha mém am diéu cta minh, nhe giong khuyén nhii: “Nhiéu
nam qua, cha ta khong nging tim kiém bién phap, ¢ gang thay coc chil tim
kiém thuat Truong sinh bat 130, nhung cdc chu hién nay ciing khong dé
phan d6i ciia moi ngudi cudi nguodi pham 1am vo — ding nodi cha va moi
ngudi trong toc, ngay ca Nhu Y ludn dimg vé phia coc chi cling khong cach
nao tha th.”

Ly Vii Duong nhay mat nghi hodc. Mic du nang bi thuong, nhung dau éc
cling khong ho do, nang nghe dugc rd rang 10i néi cia Nhu Y —

Truong sinh bat 130? Nguoi pham? Pay 13 ¥ gi?

Nghe dugc 16i néi cia Nhu Y, Liéu Nham Phong khong phéan bac lai, du
sao ciing 14 do han pha hu quy ci trude, han khong thé chéi toi nay. Cui dau,
vira dung lac d6i mat véi mat vé mat nghi ngd cua Ly Vil Duong, han khong
nhin dugc dua tay vuét dau clia nang.

“Nguoi lui ra di.” Lieu Nham Phong mé& mié€ng noéi, khong muon bat luan
ké nao quay ray nang nghi ngoi, cang khong muon dé cho nang bi lién luy
vao qua nhiéu an oan, day la mot loai phuong thic dé han bao vé nang, “Ta
di xin to1 v&i trudng 1o mot 1at”

Tay ctia Nhu Y ndm chit thanh quyén, anh mit lanh ling nhin vao ngudi
trudc mat. Nang biét rd su nhuong bo ciia cbe chi khong phai 13 vi bi nang
thuyét phuc, ma 1a khong mudn noi nhiéu vé than thé ctia minh trude mat Ly
Vii Duong, chi may dong tac va may cau noi don gian di lan nita biéu hién
su bao ho cuia han véi nguoi con gai ndy.

Lo1 cia han vua noi ra, c6 gai ding cach do khong xa lap tlc tién 1én,
“Tiéu thu, mo1.”
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Nhu Y d¢ xudng con tirc, lanh nhat m¢é mié¢ng, “Coc cha khong nén qua
murc than can voi ‘nguoi pham’. Néu dé€ bon ho biét dugc than thé ctia nguoi,
chi s¢g s€ mang dén hoa sat than. Lo1 n6i cia Nhu Y, kinh xin coc chu suy
xét.”

Dut 101, nang ciing khong quay dau lai ma xoay ngudi roi di.

Nhin dang vé thudt tha mém mai cia nang ta, Ly Vii Duong khong khoi
cam thay tan thuoéng, “Co nuong nay that xinh dep, chi 1a xem ra tinh khi
khong dugc tot lam. Nang la ai?”

“C6 ta 1a Nhu Y, “ Liéu Nham Phong nhan nhat néi, “la hon ngoc quy trén
tay truong 130.”

“Thi ra la hon ngoc quy trén tay truong l3o...” Nang suy tu mot lat,
“Nhung 161 n61 ciia nang ta la co y gi?”

“Hom nao hady ndéi lai.” Han vo vo go mé cua nang, khong tra 161 thang.

Loi n6i vira rdi cia Nhu Y 1am trong mat den cta Lidu Nham Phong tram
xuéng, duong nhu théy lai mgt man dang s¢ cua nhiéu nam trudec — mot dao
nhan cam ciy gido dai, hung hing ddm vao than thé cia miu than hin! Cho
t61 bay gio, han gidng nhu c6 thé nghe duoc tiéng thét dau don cia mau than
hén trude khi chét.

Su dudi cung giét tdn cua nhiéu nam trudc 1a su that tan khoc, cang 1a ac
mong ma ca do1 han khong thé tron tranh dugc.
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Han biét 10, tat ca cling tai vi may cAu sam ngdn clia mot vién quan nho tai
Kham Thién Gidm — duong kim thai tir bi ho yéu lam cho hd do, cho nén
moi chang thém ngd ngang toi ngdi vi thai tir chi cao vo thuong, khong mudn
lam mot gd “ti pham mic long bao”. Nghe dugc ciu nodi nhu thé, Hoang dé
rat 13 tic gian, vi vy moi ha 1énh tiéu diét ho toc.

Nhé ngay do, trén dudi ho toc c¢6 rat nhi€éu nguoi ki€u ngao, xem ménh
Iénh cua Hoang dé nhu chuyén dua, chi vi ho toc luén dung gitra ranh gidi
tién va yéu, phan lon déu co phap luc, nao c6 thé dé dang bi ti€u diét?

Chi 1a khong ngo t6i, Hoang dé that sy tim dugc khong it cao nhan, hiy
hoai noi ¢ cua bon ho, dung Itra thi€éu chady mot ngon nti roi lai dén mot ngon
nui, 1am cho nhitng ngudi trong hd tdc chay trén khong thoat ma phai chét
hon phén ntra.

Nam d6 vién quan nho nho ciing 1ap dai cong, tré thanh mot qubc su,
quyén uy khap thién ha.

Liéu Nham Phong nim d6 mic du tranh duoc cai chét, nhung lai tron
khong khoi ac mong. Mot cudc chién dién cudng tré thanh ap lyc nang né
nhat ¢ trén vai han.

Han tho dai, hoi thu lai trong mat. Han ¢6 y thuat tot, nhung khong c6
phap luc, cang khong c6 tu hanh ngan nim. Cha rudt cua han 1a pham nhén,
ma han cling khong khac gi ngudi pham, sinh 1do bénh tir, cai gi ngudi pham
nén trai qua hin ciling phai trai qua.

Han tiép nhan két qua nhu thé nay, nhung truong 140 khong chiu budng
tha, nguoi trong coc cling chd mong han s€ tim dugc thuat Truong sinh bat
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130, d€ cho han c6 thé bao vé ho toc doi doi kiép kiép.

Néu bao hé ho toc 1a trach nhiém cua hin, hin nguyén y dung tanh mang
dé bao vé, nhung con Truong sinh bat 130 thi hin that sy khong mudn.

Anh nén soi 1én sudn mit tuan ta cta han. Ly Vii Duong cham chd nhin
vao, nhe nhang dat tay 1én vai han, “Chang dang suy nghi gi day?”

Han 1y lai tinh than, nhin doi mét trong veo ctia nang hién ra trim nghin
ndi lo. Cubi cing, han cuoi nhat mot tiéng roi ndi: “Ta dang nghi vé qua kh,
gidng mau than ta nam d6 vi bao vé mang song cua ta ma quén di minh. Khi
d6 tir thuong vo s6, ma khoi dau chi vi mot ciu sim ngon.”

“Nguo1 nao lai ¢6 kha nang 16n nhu vay?”

Hén ding mot chut, thanh that tra 101, “Qudc su.”

Anh mat nang budn ba, “Nguoi chang noi 1a... Hoa Trac?”

Hén nhe gat dau.

Ly Vi Duong nh¢ to1 chuyén Linh di an can day bao nang. Khi Linh di néi
to1 Hoa Trac, chi h1nh dung bang may chit don gian — nham hiém doc ac.
Linh di mudn nang néu cé ngay gip g& ngu:01 nay, phai chay trén that xa, bat
luan nguoi khac hoi gi, ciing khong thé noi tén ho ciia cha me than sinh ra
minh....
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“Thiép khong thich nguoi nay.” Hoa Trac, cai tén nay, lam d4y long nang
khong c6 cam giac thoai mai.

“Nang tirng gip han?”

Nang lic dau, “Khong co, thiép va Linh di chua timg gap. Chung ta khong
c6 gia theé hién héch, than phan lai thap hén, cho nén khong thé vé duyén vo
cO vao cung, cling khong co6 co hdi gap qua quoc su.”

“Vay tai sao nang khong thich ngudi nay? B0’1 vi Can vuong phi sao?”
Hin ciing biét Can vuong phi 1 biéu mudi cta qudc su.

“Khéng,” Nang lac dau mot cai, “Linh di va Can vuong phi quan hé khong
than thiét lam, 101 no1 cua Linh di chi 1a may 161 tir choi thoi.”

“Loi tir chdi?”
Ly Vii Duong chu miéng 1én, nhdy mat, “Dung vay, ddy 1a mot bi mat.”

Trong mat han la hinh dang tuoi cuoil di dom cua nang, chi 1a 101 ke tiep
cua nang khién han khong cuo1 dugc nira.

“Cha me rudt cua thiép mat di, c6 lién quan dén han.”
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Chan may cta han nhiu lai. Cha me nang chét c6 lién quan téi han? Day
cling l1a chuyén bat ngd vai han.

“Cha me¢ nang 1a a1?”

“Pay cling 1a mdt bi mat khac, mac du Linh di da dan do khong thé né6i cho
ngudi khac biét, nhung chang 13 phu quin tuong lai cta thiép, néi cho chang
nghe ciing khong sao.” Nang d¢ thip giong ndi ctia minh, tinh toan, néi nho
vao tai han, nhung lai dong dén vét thuong, khién ban than phai kéu 1én mot
tiéng.

“Nang that 1a...” Han kéo nang, chan may nhan lai cang nhi€u, bat dac di
doi voi nang, “Ché 1on x0n, néu vét thuong bi ho ra, nang l1a nguodi phai chiu
day.”

Boi vi cudi dau ma gd ma tng do, nhung nang van bat chap tat ca vuon tay
6m lay han, ngén tay kh& vudt qua mi tim cuia han, “Thiép khong thich xem
dang vé chau may cta chang, thiép muén chang that vui vé. Coi nhu qua khir
khong vui déu da qua r6i, quan trong 13 twong lai, thiép s& ¢ cing chang.”

Nghe dugc 101 cua nang, long cia han am ap hon, “Lo1 nay noi con qua
som, khong s¢ ta khong phai la nguot u?

“Khong sg.” Nang cuoi mot tiéng, nling niu nhin han mét cai, coi 101 han
chi 1a 101 n61 dua, “Thiép chi biét chang 1a nam nhan thiép yéu.”

Nhin ny cuo1 ciia nang, nhu tinh trong long han bi chdn & c6 khong noi ra
dugc.
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“Ding roi, khong phai truéong 130 dang chd chang sao? Chang mau di di,
lac tré vé chung ta sé ban lai.” Nang nhe giong thuc giuc han.

Nhin tro1 cang luc cang toi, qua that s€ khong hay néu dé cho truong 1o
cho 1au, vi vay han not: “Nang nghi ngoi mdt 14t nira, ta di mot chut ro1 ve.”

“Dugc.” Nang nhin han roi di, déng cira phong, cling mudn nghi ngm
nhu:ng dau 6c van nho lai cau néi cia Nhu Y — su than bi cia Mong Hon
coc véi ganh ning trén vai ctia Liéu Nham Phong...

Nang c6 thé bat chap tat ca lya chon nam nhan minh yéu, nhung lai khong
muon tuong lai ciia han vi nang ma roi vao cuc dién tranh dau.

Nén nhin dau kho, nang can rang ding day tu trén giwong, mudn di vao
theo Nham Phong. Néu that su c6 chi trich, nén nham vé phia nang, nang s¢€
khong dé cho han mdt minh d61 mat véi chi trich cua bd tde.
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Chuong 11

Ngbi ¢ dai sanh, vé mit 130 6ng vo cung lo lang, dén khi thdy Liéu Nham
Phong xuat hién, thi cling khong c6 dirng day, khong khach sdo, gon gang dut
khoat ma mé& miéng.

“Coc chu, 1ao than dém khuya cau kién, chi c6 mdt chuyén mudn nho.”

Liu Nham Phong trong long dai khéi cling da biét truong 130 mudn nho
chuyén gi, nhung mat han van khong chut thay doi, cham rai ng6i ¢ trén ghé
cho trudng 120 mé miéng.

“Cdc chi nén nhanh chéng thu xép dwa ngudi di.” Ngay ca trong long
truong 3o cling biét yéu cau ctia minh s& khong dugc cdc chi déng ¥, nhung
truong 130 van tiép tuc ndi: “Chang nhiing 1 thé tir cia Can Vuong phu, con
cO.... Quan chua Vi Duong?”

Anh mat Liéu Nham Phong hip lai, nhung han van khong noi gi.

“Céc chu, “ Truong 13o khé tho dai, cling khong biét mo ta tinh hudng bé
tac nay nhu thé nao, “Chang 1€ ngai khong s¢ chuyén xua tai dién, dua toi
hoa sat than?”

Tam y sau xa cua truong 3o cudi cung cling khién han pha v& tram mac,
“Vii Duong cling chi la nghia nit cua Can Vuong phu thoi.”

“Cho du chi 13 nghia nit, nhung ¢6 ta van l1a Quan chiia.” Long may cia
trudng lao nhiu lai, nhé lai qua khir, “Lao than con nhd 16 ndm do Can
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Vuong gia mic du nhan ménh cua triéu dinh vay quét H6 Toc, nhung ham
Iénh dén ma Vuong gia cling khong co6 dai khai sat gidi, hanh dong nay tuong
duong véi hanh dong gian ti€p cho chiing ta mgt con duong song.”

“Nhung cho du nhu thé, Can Vuong vin mang dong méu ctia hoang that,
néu ngdy sau cd xay ra xung dot voi toc ta, hin du dai nghia thé nao, nhung
tdm cling s& huéng vé ngudi than... Cho nén, cdc chu gitt Can hoang tir &
trong cdc that sy 13 hanh dong khong tét. Pao 1y nay, chéng 1& cbc chu con
khong hiéu?”

Liéu Nham Phong v v cam, tram tu. Han khong phai khong hiéu, chi 1a
khong bo dugc nang, ngudi ma nang quan tam, cling khong cach nao bé mac.

“Hay la... Cdc chil tinh toan gilr Quan chiia va Thé tir luu lai noi day thanh
con tin, 1ay ho lam lgi thé dam phan?” Anh mat truéng 13o sdc bén nhin vé
mat suy tu cua han, “néu coc chu cé tinh todn nay, di nhién lai 1a chuyén
khéc.”

Vé mit Liéu Nham Phong bong chbc chuyén lanh. Han khong c6 y dinh
lg1 dung Vi Duong va Ly Nac.

Trudng 130 nhin vé mat han tro nén lanh lung, 14p tirc hiéu dap an cua hén
Du sao cho té1 bay gio, long da cbc chu ciing khong pha1 tham doc. Han van
ludn khinh thuong viéc khéng ché nguoi khac, hubng chi ddi twong lai 1a
ngudi hin dong 10ng.

“Néu coc chu khong co6 suy tinh nay, “ Trudng lao kién tri noi: “thi ngay
mai troi vira sang, xin moi dan nguoi cua Can Vuong phu ra khoi coc.”
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Vé mit Liéu Nham Phong bién d6i. Trong long han hiéu duoc, truong ldo
dém khuya mang con gai t&i choi ma khong phai 1a trén dai duong cong khai
chit van, khién trach hin trude mit moi nguoi, la da git mat mii cho hén.
Thuc ra, ong chi hi vong han c6 thé dua Vii Duong di trudc khi giy ra xon
xa0. Lo lang cua truong 130, han that sy khong thé chap nhan, chi 13 lac nay,
han ciing khong c6 cach nao khac nén danh phai gat dau.

“Vii Duong bi thuong ning, “ hin quyét dinh rat nhanh, “Doi thin thé cua
nang tot 1én ro1 s€ ban lai sau.”

“Cbc chu, “ Nhu Y khong nhin dugc m¢ miéng, thét 1én 161 noi mang theo
su khich tuéng, “Ta mdi xem bo dang cua c6 ta, hinh nhu van con tdt, khong
chét duoc moi dung. Hudng chi, nang 13 Quan chiia, cdc chu con s¢ nang ta
ra cdc s& khong c6 ngudi chim soc sao?”

“Nhu Y!” Anh mat cta trudong 130 nhin vé phia con gai, “Khong dugc vo
1817

“Cha, dén lc nao rdi rdi ha? Néu khong noi trong diém, con théy coc chu
s& khong tinh duoc.” Nhu Y tu nhién néi tiép: “Nang ta 1a con cta Can
Vuong gia, ciing 1 nguoi cta hoang that, sau lung tit nhién c6 hang dong thu
doan, giét rat nhiéu nguoi. Con cin ban khong tin nha bon ho van con nguoi
tot!”

“Tam thoi khong noéi dén Thai tr va Quén chua, néi vé hanh dong cua Can
Vuong gia nim d6 di. Cac nguoi luén miéng ndi hin boé qua cho ngudi cua
toc chﬁng ta, nhu:ng han that sy 14 nguoi dai nhan dai nghia sao? Cac nguoi
lam thé nao khang dinh dugc? Noi1 khong chung Can Vuong gla chi l1a hang
nguoi ham song so chét, lo lang tai nghé khong bang ngudi, néu day binh 1én,
chang nhimg khéng chiém dugc nira phan loi ich, con khé gitt dugc tinh
mang. Trong tdc cua ching ta con cd ngudi cho rang hin 1a ngudi nhan
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nghia, noi cho cung... Co 1€ Can Vuong gia mai 1a cai d6 bai hoai nhat.”

“Phy vuong ta khong phai nguoi xu!” Ly Vii Duong gio tay chong l1én
khung cura, than thé 1do dao, khudn mat tai nhot Ién tiéng.

Liéu Nham Phong ngac nhién khi thdy nang xuat hién, lién vot ngay tdi
bén canh, d0 nang, “Nang sao lai ra day?”

“Thi€p nod1 161, thi€p khong muon lam chang boi vi thiép ma kho xu.”
Nang mién cudng nang 1én khée moi, &nh mat nhu tinh nhin han, “Cho du c6
xay ra chuyén gi, thiép cling s€ cung chang d61 mat.”

Han dau long nhin nang vi té1 day ma phai dung lyc khién toan than udt
dam mo hoi, “Nang 0 1a...”

“Yen tam, chi 1a b1 thuong nhe, thlep con ¢6 thé chiu duge.” Tay ctia nang
kh& vudt 16ng nguc hin, cuoi nhe mot tiéng.

Mic du than thé suy yéu, nhung hai mat nang lai sang ngoi nhu anh dude
nhin truong l3o, trong nhdy mat nang bong nhd lai mudi nam trude day,
trong mot ngay tuyét bay tan loan, giong nhu chuyén mai phat sinh ngay hom
qua.

“Lao gia gia,” Nang diu dang mé miéng, “Mic du Vii Duong khong biét
nam dé rét cude xay ra chuyén gi, lam trén dudéi Mong Hon cbc cira nat nha
tan, nhung phu vuong ta that su khong phai 1a nguoi xau. Vi Duong biét 3,
mic du 140 gia gia bd dang nghiém nghi, nhung trén thuc té lai rat tir bi.”
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Nghe duogc 101 cua nang, trudng 1do nghi€ém mat lai, ti mi quan sat nang,
“Quan chua... da gap qua lao than?”

Ly Vii Duong twa vao nguc Nham Phong, sy 4m ap trén nguoi hin truyén
dén nguoi nang, cling may c6 han nang d&, néu khong nang khong thé diung
lau nhu vay.

Nang th¢ dai, 10 ra mét nu cuoi yéu ot, “Lao gia gia quén Vii Duong sao?”

Trong mat 6ng lée 1én su nghi ngo.

Nang tiép tuc néi: “Nam d6 ¢ ngdi miéu do nat, ngai mang theo mot con
tiéu ho nho bé dang thuong, trong gid tuyét nam do gap dugce di Linh dat theo
mot co bé, c6 bé nodi 1€n long trac an, cho bon ho mot thi bac vun.”

Trudng ldo nghe vay, than thé khong khoi chan dong, “Nguoi 1a ¢6 bé nam
do —-

“Vang” Nang mim cudi gat dau, “Trudng 1ao nhdé lai ro1 sao?”

Truéng l3o di nhién nhé rd rang dém hom 4y, néu khong co ¢ bé mang
long da tir bi, bon ho cling s€ khong c6 c6c chu ngay hom nay. Khong ngd cod
bé ndm do6 16n 1én lai xinh dep dong long nguoi dén vay.

Long ong chan dong. Pay chang 1€ 1a duyén tién dinh u? Nang clru mang
cua coc chu, coc chu sau do lai 1a nguoi y€u cia nang.. ..
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“Madc du chi Ia mot tai bac vun, nhung beéo nudc gap nhau, nguoi dang
thuong cling c6 thé ra tay tuong trg, ta tin tuong ldo gia gia nhat dinh 1a
nguoi that tot. Phu vuwong ta— nén ndi 1a nghia phu di, hom d6 sau di ngai di
khong 1au, nghia phu ciing t6i ngoéi miéu do nat, da gitip d& ta va di Linh, cho
ching ta mot noi cu tri. Vi vay nghia phu cing 3o gia gia déu khong phai 1a
nguoi xau, 1a ngudi tét nhat thién ha.”

“Ong ta c6 tot co thién hon nita, ciing khong ¢ tac dung.” Nhu Y lanh
lung noi, “Bai vi ong ta co mot gia dinh doc ac! Nam dé hoang that phai
ngudi t6i diét mon, nguoi 1a ngudi ciia Hoang that, cho nén néi dén cung,
nguoi cling c6 mot phan lién quan.”

Ly Vii Duong bai vi chi trich ctia ning ta, mat mili ngan ra, khuoén mat
cang thém tai nhot.

“Nhu Y, du roi!” Liéu Nham Phong nghiém nghi nhin Nhu Y mdt cai.

Nang khong cam 10ng, han can rang. Coc chu chang bao gid ndi véi nang
bang giong di¢u nhu vay? Ma tat ca déu do Ly Vii Duong gay ra.

“Nhu Y ¢6 nuwong, 4n oan xua kia Vii Duong khéng biét, cho nén qua that
khong tién binh luan.” Ly Vi Duong khé thd dai, “Chung ta tuy 1a nguodi cua
hoang that, nhung phy vuong ta tuyét ddi & khong lam sat ké vo to1, Ly Nac
1a Thé tir, cling 13 twong lai cia Can Vuong gia, chi can nguoi gip ong, sé
phat hién ra ban tinh thién luong ctia 6ng dy— néu toc nhan nguyén ¥ cho
ching ta co hoi, thot gian s€ ty ching minh chung ta khong phai nguon ac.”

Nhu Y hir lanh, trAim mat ding ¢ sau trudng 1o, bdi vi vira bi Liéu Nham
Phong m& miéng trach cur, cho nén nang khong muon dép 101.
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Truéng 1do khong noi gi. Hom nay xay ra chuyén nay, chang 1& do duyén
no ngay trudce.

Han nhin Ly Vi Duong, “Quan chua nhé chuyén ndm do ctru ti€u ho sao?”

“Nh¢.” Nhac to1 tieu ho, Ly Vi Duong cuoi, “Truong 180 nd1 muon mang
no di tim mau than.”

Bé&i vi nang nghi dén mau than, cho nén ti€éu hé nhat dinh cling muén mau
than ctia nod, chi la... mau than nang da khong vé dugc, it nhat tiéu ho con cod
thé —

“Nhung ma mau than cua tiéu ho da hon lia khéi xac.”

Chét?! Gibng v6i mau than nang sao? Ly Vii Duong ngan ra.

“Ma tiéu ho...” Trudng ldo dimg lai, nhin Liu Nham Phong mét cai, thdy
han khong c6 m& miéng ngan lai, lién ti€p tuc nodi: “Chinh 1a nguoi ding &
bén canh nguoi, Liéu Nham Phong.”

Trén mat Ly Vi Duong hién 1én vé kinh ngac, néi khong ra 101, dau tréng
rong.

Tiéu ho... La Nham Phong?! Nang dot nhién ngang dau nhin han.

“Ta noi roi...” Liéu Nham Phong hai mat khoa chit & mat cta nang, “Ta
khong phai 1a ngudi, ta 1a mot con ho ly!”
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Nang khé nén kinh ngac dap lai anh mat cta hin, ha mém nhung khéng
cach nao phat ra &m thanh. D6 khong phai 1a han néi dua sao?

“Khoéng chi minh ta,” Han bop nhe tay nang, tay khong tu giac dung stc,
“That ra trong Mong Hon cOc ngudi ma nang nhin thay déu 1a ho ly. Nang s¢
sao? Nang co the ti€p nhan ta sao?”

Han bop tay nang cé chut dau... Mic du giong noi vitng vang, nhung nang
van nhin thay mot tia hot hoang trong mat han. Nang c6 chut dau long, cudi
nhe. Tén ngdc nay, con tuong rang nang s€ dé y chuyén do sao?

Nang nhdy mit voi hian may céi, giong diéu than tho, “Poi nay dang 13 co
nhiéu thtr ky la, nguoi that sy 1a ho ly u!”

Thay nu cuoi cta nang, Liu Nham Phong luc ndy méi b6t cing thang,
phat hién than thé minh vi chd nang dap lai ma tré nén cang cting. Suc nhé
minh hinh nhu cling lam dau canh tay nang, han 1ap tirc giam nhe luc.

Nang cuo1 vdi han, “Cho nén, nguoi c6 dugc y thuat cao si€u co thé phuc
ché kha ndng chay nhay cua ta, tat ca chi boi vi nguoi la mot con hd?”

Hin lac dau, “Ché phuc da thu méi 1a nang luc bam sinh cua ta, c6 1& lién
quan dén viéc me ta 13 hd, con y thuat cua ta la do vat va hoc duoc tir mot vi
than y tén Trinh Tay Tu. Me ta la Cong chua ho toc c6 miy ngan nim tu
hanh, nhung d6 1a me ta, néu nang trong cy vao ta phai c6 mot loai kha ning
than thong nhu me, chi s¢ nang thét vong.”

“Thiép hiéu roi.” Nang suy tu mot 1at noi, “Mic di me chang 1a hd, nhung
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chang giéng nhu ngudi pham, cho nén vira r6i Nhu Y méi noéi truong ldo
thay chang tim kiém thuat Truong sinh bat 130. Chang that ra khong khac
nguoi pham, cling s& chét gia, bai vi... Cha chang 1a nguoi pham?” Hon nita
nang nhé han di timg néi qua, cha han con 1a nguoi trong hoang that.

Li&u Nham Phong gat ddu mét cai.

“Pay that 1a...” Ly Vi Duong ngac nhién nhin vé mit hién lanh cua trudong
130 cung sy ngao nghé ciia Nhu Y, bé ngoai ho cung ngudi pham khong khac
gi nhau, khong ngo ho lai 1a do ho ly bién thanh.

“Coi nhu khong cung loai thi thé nao cht?” Vii Duong rat nhanh tiép thu
su thuc, “Nguoi cling ¢6 thién c6 ac, than hodc yéu cling nhu vay. Ta chi can
biét cdc nguodi la nguoi tot, dieu do 1a du ro1.”

Anh mat han 6n nhu, “Nang that sy khong dé y?”

Nang lic dau cudi noi: “Chang khong dé ¥ dén ta 1 nguoi trong hoang that
con chdm soéc ta, ta nhu thé nao lai dé y chuyén me chang 1a ho ma quén di sy
bao hd cua chang?”

Lo1 néi nay, khién cho han khong nhin dugc xtc dong ma 6m lay nang.

“That 1a hoang duong!” Nhu Y dung mot bén thay nhu vay khong khoi
nhiu may. N nhan ndy dau 6c tam phan c6 van deé.

“Nhu Y, khong duoc vo 18!” Trudng ldo liéc con gai mot céi, 6ng khong
phai 1a khong bi€t tdm tu cua nang, nhung chuyén tinh cdm von la khong thé
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mién cudng. Mic du ong ciing dd ting nghi néu khong tim duoc thuat
Truong Sinh Bat Lao thi s€ dé cho Nhu Y thanh than cung coc chu, sinh ra
dtra bé 1a huyét mach ctua nguoi.

“Cha, bay gio la luc nao r6i?” Nhu Y tire gian noi, “Madc ké nit nhan nay
no6i dé nghe nhu thé ndo di nita, cling khong thé che 1ap duoc sy that nang ta
1a nguoi hoang that. Ping quén, nam d6 chinh bon ho thiéu chut nita di tiéu
diét dugc toc cua ching ta. Nang ta 1a mam hoa, tuyét d6i khong thé luu lai.”

“Loi ctia con khong phai khong c6 1y,” Truong ldo cong bang mé miéng,
“Nhung khong thé pht nhan, muodi nam trudc hoa diét toc cung Quan chia cé
lién quan. Néi cho cung, nang con 1a an nhan cua ching ta. Nam d6 néu
khong c6 nang ta ra tay ctru giup, ciing khong cé coc chi ngay hom nay, cang
khong c6 ho tdc... Pay c6 18 13 y troi.”

Nghe dugc 10i ctia phu than, Nhu Y cuc ky kinh ngac. Cha da gian tiép
dong v Vi Duong sao. Mot pham nhan — sao c6 thé nhu vay?!

“Cha! Nang ta la nguoi pham!”

“Ta biét, nhung 13 ¢6 an nén bao...” Truong lao th¢ dai, vung tay 1én mat
cai, Nhu Y con khong kip ngin can, mot ludng sang di gan vao trén nguoi
Ly Vi Duong.

Ly Vii Duong ca kinh, trong nhay mat chi cam thay than thé nhe hon, tiép
theo dau don trén nguoi bién mat, cudi cung chi con lai chit cam gidc mét
moi.

Nang kho nén ngac nhién cui dau xem xét. Thuong thé cua nang... Toan b
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khoi r61?!

“Cha!” Nhu Y gian dén mirc dam chan.

“Ping noi nita.” Truong 1do khong dé y tdi con gai, sau sic nhin Ly Vi
Duong mot cai, “Néu that 1a duyén phan do tro1 dinh, 1ao phu cling khong thé
1am trai ¥ troi, chi hy vong doan nhan duyén nay 13 phuc phan cho h toc chir
khong phai tai wong.” Néi xong, ong lién ning né roi di.

An tinh phai nh¢ dén ngan nam. Nam d6 1a nang ctru coc chu, chi bang vao
cai on nay, ong khong thé khong ti€p nhan nang.

Hai nguoi néu nhu d¢3 mudn & cung nhau, éng cling khong cach nao chia
r&. Cho du biét két qua khong phai do minh lya chon, éng ciing chi danh
ding mot bén hi vong. Ciing nhu nam d6 cdc chi biét cong chiia yéu nguoi
pham, chi c6 thé v6 luc ngin can.

Nhu Y tire gian bt binh nhin bon ho mdt cai, cling theo cha minh ro1 di.

Ly Vii Duong cin ban khong c6 chil ¥ t6i hai nguoi, tam tri cia nang van
con chim dam trong sy ngac nhién. Nang hoi roi khoi 10ng nguc cia Liéu
Nham Phong, giang hai tay ra, xoay mdt vong & truéc mit han. Thuong thé
ctia nang déu mat roi.

“Qua than ky, that 1a qua than ky!” Khong phai nim mo, 1a su that!

Anh mat han mang theo niém vui nhin hanh dong cua nang. “La rat than
ky. Nhung than ky nhat phai la... Nang chinh 1a ngudi ra tay ctru giap ta ndm
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do6? Nang la an nhan cua ta?”
Nang ngimg lai, quay dau nhin han.

“An nhan?” Nang vo vo cam, 16 ra vé mat ha hé, “Thiép thich cai tir nay.
Ciing tot, v€ sau chang thay ta khong can dap dau cui lay, chi can kéu 1én mot
tieng ‘an nhan’ dé cho ta vui vé la dugc roi.”

Nhin nang tréu gheo nhao bang han, Liéu Nham Phong dua tay 6m nang
vao long, thd phao nhe nhom.

Trudng ldo ra tay tuwong tro, di noéi rd rang du trong 1ong ngudi tuy cam
thay khong 6n, nhung van la don nhan Vi Duong. Pay 1a diéu khién han vui
nhat.

Khi phai dung giita nang va trudng 3o, du han d3 nguyén ¥ vi nang ma
khong chun budc, nhung ban than 1a do truéng 1do cham séc can than ma 16n
1én, nén han that sy khong muon thay trudng lao that vong vé minh.

Ma chuyén bién bat ngd ciia ngdy hom nay that khién 1ong hin dang 1én
mot cam gidc hanh phuc kho néi thanh 1o1.
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Chuwong 12

Ly Vii Duong phét hién ding 13 minh phai di mot chuyén, méi biét coe nay
cO bao nhiéu rong 16n. Son cde léy hd Moc Lan lam trung tam, mdt bén la
thdo nguyén rong 16n, mot bén khéc 1a rirng rdm che tro1, quanh nam suwong
trang luon 1o.

Cudi trén lung ngua, nang ngam nhin canh sac nhu dugc vé lai ¢ trude
mat. O dudi day coc Mong hon con ¢c6 mot cai dong khac, noi d6 da xuat
hién nhitng dau vét cua mua xuan.

Swong mu ménh mang nhu 40 mdng, con co6 thé nghe dugc tiéng vo nhe
cua nudc phat ra that dé chiu. Con ngya budc di nhan nha, gip nang tim
dugc su yén tinh tir noi nay.

Dot nhién, nang nghe duoc tiéng cudi quen thudc, danh v& sy yén tinh.
Nang khong khéi nhéch khde miéng, da vao bung ngua, di theo am cudi dang
phat ra tung hoi.

Nang di vé phia tdy trén thao nguyén, phat hién ra Ha Trac cung Ha Vi
dang choi cung Ly Nac.

“Quan chua?” Ha Trac phat hién ra bong dang cua nang trude, voi vang
nghénh dén, “Lam sao nguoi lai chay ra ngoai?”

“Néu vét thuong lanh ro1 cling khong can phai nam ¢ trén givong.” Nang
tudt xuong khoi minh ngua, vo vo dau no. Cha ngya giong nhu co6 linh tinh
lién chay di an c6 ¢ gan day.
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“Ma nhi that ngoan nha.” Nhin theo con ngua, Ha Trc ngac nhién noi.

Nhé hém d6 tai thanh phd, con ngua ndi dién da thuong ngudi — canh nay
nang van nhé nhu in & trong dau. Ngay d6 Quén chua sau khi thuan hoa duoc
chu ngya, lién goi n6 1a Ma nhi, khong ngd bay gid no lai ngoan ngoan nhu
con tho nho roi.

“No 1a do Quan ma gia dua tdi, di nhién phai biét diéu r61.” Anh mat Vi
Duong ai ngai liec Ma nhi mdt cai.

Nang yéu con ngua nay, khong chi béi vi linh tinh cua nd, ma con vi Nham
Phong tang cho nang.

“Ngu ¥ ctiia Quan chua 1a Quan ma gia nghe 10i giong nhu M4 nhi sao?”
Ha Vii tréu gheo.

“Di nhién r61.” Ly Vii Duong cudi ra tiéng, mat ddo nhanh, di dom no:
“Chi 1a, 101 nay khong dugc dé cho han biét, cac nguoi cling hiéu dugc nguoi
no rat si dién.”

Ha Vi, Ha Tric nhin nhau, cung cuoi ra tiéng.

“Ty ty!” Ly Niac von choi ¢ ven hd xa xa, thdy bong dang nang lién chay
to1.

Ly Vii Duong vuon tay 6m ldy han, trén mit han nhu viét day bon chir
‘tam tinh vui v&’. Nang luon luon thich khoang thoi gian cung choi voi dé dé.
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Ha Vii va Ha Tric dang & mdt bén nhin, chi théy mot 16n mot nhd choi
dén quén troi1 quén dat, can ban quén mat than phan cua minh, mot 1a Quan
chua, mot con lai 1a Thé tr Vuong gia.

“Quan chua.” Ha Vii & mdt bén nhin trén nguoi chu ti dinh dﬁy c6 xanh,
khong nhin dugc md miéng, “Nguoi cod thé néi cho ching t61 biét tai sao vét
thuong ctia nguoi lai khoi nhanh mot cach than ky nhu vay khong? Quan ma
gia ctia chiing ta that 1a than tién song sao? Khong phai vdy... Ngudi rd rang
bi Vuong phi danh cho séng dé chét do, thé nao chi mdi may ngay da khoe
lai 161, chéng nhitng manh nhu réng nhu ho, thdm chi con c6 thé cudi ngua
chay bang bang? That su khién ngudi khac ngac nhién.”

“Qua that 1am nguoi ta ngac nhién, nhung... Nguoi ciing tin mit thiy,
thuong thé cua ta khoi han rdi. Cac nguoi cir coi nhu hin that sy 13 than tién
song, biét cai tr hoi sinh di.” Ly Vii Duong nam & trén cd, tring mat nhin
bon hog, nang nhin nguc Ly Nic, vét sung do trén mat hin da bién mat, chi
con vét tim bam nhan nhat, “Nic Nic mubn choi cai gi day?”

Ly Nac chi vao vat Ha Vii cam con di€u trén tay, ro6i néi “D¢ tu minh lam.”

“Nac Nac that gié1!” Ly Vi Duong khich 1¢ giéng nhu hon nhe vao mat
han mot cai.

Ly Nac cuoi vui vé ra tiéng, chi vao ho cach d6 khong xa, bon phia day ap
tiéng cuoi, “Ty ty, trong ho c6 rat nhiéu ca.”

Ly Vii Duong thuan thé nhin vé phuong hudng han chi, bén trong ho that
su cO nhiéu ca. Ma ¢ ho bén kia, lai c6 may dua bé ¢ dau do dang du ngoan.
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“Quan chtia, may dara bé nay rat gioi,” Ha Vii theo anh mat cua chu tir noi:
“Moi nguoi déu am hi€u nudc, xuong nudc boi may vong, ai cling bat duoc
may con ca. Ta that sy bdi phuc nguoi nao day ching day.”

Ly Vii Duong nghe vay, tir trén bai co dimg 1én, vo v ¢d trén ngudi minh
va Ly Nac, dat tay ctuia hdn, cham rai di to1.

Noi nay c6 khong khi trong lanh, canh sic hai hoa, ma nhin bon nhé khuén
mat troi cuoi cach dé khong xa, nang that su rat kho tudng tuong bon chung
khong giong nang.

“Quan chua, nguoi dung qua.” Ha Truc khong nhin duoc nhéc di nhic lai,
“Nhirng dura bé kia vira nhin thay ching ta lién bay dén mot noi khac, giong
nhu... chung ta 1a mét dang 6n dich vay.”

Ly Vii Duong kh& mim cudi, nang dai khai ciing biét nguyén nhan, nhung
khong cach nao néi rd véi Ha Trac. Nhitg dira bé kia déu duoc ngudi khac
dan do khong nén dén gan bon ho.

Nang ciing khong mudn trach ctr gi, du sao cung khong phai dong loai.
Nang va Ly Nac la ngucn hoang that, cung ho c6 mdi thu sau tua bién, nhitng
diéu nay that kho c6 thé g bo.

“Bon ho chay dén bén kia, chung ta cling dén bén kia tim bon ho khong
phai tot r6i sao?” Nang nhe giong bay to, cam dau cam co di téi. Chi la cach
bon ho mot doan thi dung lai, dudi lung mot cai, “Thoi tiét hom nay that la
thoai mai, chung ta c6 thé cdu ca & noi nay, hdm nao ranh rdi sé lai téi thém
nhiéu 14n nira, xem ai c¢6 thé cau dugc nhiéu c4?”
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“P¢ s€ thang.” Ly Nac mé mi¢ng trudec.

Ly Vii Duong cudi mét tiéng, vo vo dau dé d¢, “Niac Nic that ¢ chi khi.”
Khoe mit thiy bon tré dang dén gan, tit ca déu to mo nhin dong tac cua ho.
“Nic Nic khong phai mudn choi diéu sao?” Nang 1ay con diéu trén tay Ha
Vi, giao cho d¢ d¢, “bi1 di.”

“U.” Ly Néc gat dau mot cai, doi véi nhitng dira bé kia ngoac ngoac tay, 10
ra nu cuoi am ap nhu anh mat troi, mudn bon ching cung nhau choi dua, sau
dé chay theo con gio, dua con di€u trong tay 1én.

Vén 1a dung tir xa nhin bon ho, nhin thiy con diéu trén tay Ly Nic cang
lic cang cao, nén bon tré ty gidc dén gan hon.

“Cao hon mot chut!” Ly Vii Duong v6 tay khich 1¢, “Nic Nic, dé day dai
mot chut nita, cho bay cao hon di!”

Di€u bay cang cao, nhitng dira bé kia cang dén gan, nguoi cudi cung cling
khong nhin dugc di theo Vi Duong, cung nhau reo ho.

Trong khoang thoi gian ngan, moi ngudi muon con di€u 1€n cao hon nira
nén noi cang nhicu, dang cd gang co6 v, day di€u khong né mat ma bi dut.

Cung lac d6, Vii Duong that vong thd dai.

“Diéu...” Ly Nac nhin diéu cang bay cang cao, nguong ngung quay dau
nhin vé phia ty ty, “D¢ tha qua cao, cho nén dut day ro61.”
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“Khéng sao.” Ly Vil Duong diu dang cudi mot tiéng, con nguoi quét qua
vé mat that vong ctia bon nho, diu dang noéi: “Ngudi xua ting ndi qua gip
diéu duat day chinh 13 chuyén vui. Dut day 1a dem diéu khong vui bo di, nhu
vay khong phai rat tét sao? Cho nén dung 16 ra vé dang tiéc, chiing ta lam
tiép c4i moi 1a duoc rdi? Ha Trac, Ha Vi...”

G‘Véng.7’

“Pi ldy chat gidy bong vai, thuan tién di tim it tre, ching ta cing lam
diéu.” Nang phat tay chao hoi nhitng dira bé kia, “Cac em dén day di, dung
nhin ngudi khac choi ¢ thé vui sao? Moi ngudi ciing choi méi phai. Chi 1a,
cac nguoi mudn choi phai ty minh lam d6, thién ha nay khong c6 com trua
mién phi. Moi chuyén quan trong nhat 13 ty minh lam...”

May dtra bé von da chuyén budc, nhung thdy nang vuon tay, giong nhu
nghi€ém chi vao bon ho, tat cad budc chan khong tu chu dugc lién dung lai, vé
mat dé phong.

“Ta biét rd cac nguoi giéng dira bé, nhung thuc té, tudi c6 18 con hon ca
ta.” Nang di dom nhay mét v&i bon ho, “Cho nén lam diéu 1a 1am béng ban
lanh cta minh, ta khong cho phép c6 chuyén bat cong xay ra, tit ca moi
nguoi chi co thé tu minh, dua vao ban linh ctia minh dé hoan thanh, cac
nguoi hiéu y cta ta khong?”

Bon nho liéc mit nhin nhau, cudi ciing ciing bat cudi. Bon chiing hiéu ngu
y cua Vi Duong, chinh 1a mu6n bon ho khong stir dung phap thuat.

“Quan chua, nguoi noi gi vay?” Ha Vi khong hiéu, hoi lai.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



“Nguoi khong hiéu thi théi, nhitng dira bé nay hiéu 1a duoc.” Nang nhin
bon phia noi, “Noi nay khong c6 dung cu, ching ta di vé nha lam.”

Nang vui vé chao hoi dam tré, tién vao dinh thy ctia Liéu Nham Phong.
Nhung vira nhin thay ctra vao, bon nho lién dung budc lai, diing ¢ cua.

diendanlequydon.com

“Yén tam di, 1a ta mang bon nguoi tién vao, khong c6 van dé.” Ly Vi
Duong né1 mot cau don gidn, an ui lo ldng cuia bon nho, khong lau sau thi
bon nhd di theo nang.

Trong vuon hoa, nang mang theo bon nhé ngdi trén chiéu, Ha Tric cung
moi nguoi rat nhanh da chuén bi tot dung cu.

“Dang 1€ nén nho Quan ma gla \G phuong hoang cho ta, phu’ong hoang
bay thang 1én troi trong that dep, rat tuyet vo1.” Ly Vii Duong cam but, tuy y
& trén gidy vira v& vai duong, vira tr 1lam bam mot minh.

“Quan chua khong thé lam vay duogc, vira ro1 1a ngudi néi mudn ve€ bang
ban linh cia minh.” Mgt dra bé 16n tudi nhat mé miéng.

“Nha dau nay...” Ly Vi Duong ngang dau Ién, n6i v6i ¢6 bé c6 doi mat to
tron, nang biét tén bé goi 1a Van Y, “Muon lay 101 cua ta dé chan miéng ta
sao?”

“Ta khong c6, chi 1a cac nguoi khong phai hay néi cau noi kia sao... Quan
tor nhat ngdn, tor ma nan truy?”
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“Hay cho cdu n6i quan tir nhit ngdn, t& ma nan truy. No6i that hay.” Nang
khong b1 choc gian con phat ra tiéng cuoi.

Moi budc vao phu dé lién nghe thay tiéng cuoi tir hau hoa vién, Lidu
Nham Phong khong tu chu dugc budc dén gan thanh am.

“La Quan chua dan theo mot dam tré di vao.” Thoi Ngang sau lung néi
nho.

Liéu Nham Phong nghe vay, diy mat thoang qua mdt tia kinh ngac.
“Cdc chu!” Mit ctia Van Y nhin dén han, 14p tirc ca kinh ding 1én.
Nhitng dira bé khac ciing dimg day theo, cti dau, xép mot hang.

Ly Nic thdy cam thay that vui, cling bat ddy theo ludn, cai dau ding & phia
sau.

Nhin thdy mot man nay, Ly Vi Duong cudi dau ca bung. Nang nhin vé
phia Liéu Nham Phong, gat giong: “Ching ta dang rat vui vé, nhung chang
vura toi1 tat cd déu mat vui.”

Nhin thay canh twong nhu vay, han khé mim cuoi, khong noi duge 101 nao
xoay nguoi roi di.

Ly Vii Duong khong di theo hin, chi 1a phat tay mudn dam nho tiép tuc,
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“Chang di r0i, chung ta cang dé 1am diéu hon.”

“Ta lan dau ti€n nhin thay coc chu cuoi1.” Van Y ngac nhién noéi, “Quan
chua, cha ta, me ta déu néi nguoi rat duge, khong ngo nguoi that lgi hai nhu
A %
vay.

Cha me nang néi “duoc”? Pay khong han 1a khen ngoi ma 1a cham choc
thoi.

Van Y coi nhu may man, cha me déu khoé manh, nhung mot ) nguoi o
noi nay mudi nam trude mat di ngudi than, mang trong minh mai thu sau tya
bién, muén ching dé dang bé qua cho bon nang u? Than phan cua nang va
Nic Nic, that khong dé dang duoc moi nguoi chép nhan.

Mic du phy vuong nim d6 khong tham gia, nhung han nam binh quyén
trong tay, dung nhu Nhu Y noi, ai cling khong thé ddm bao néu c6 bién cod
xay ra, phu vuong co thé tir bi nhu trudc khong.

Tré con budng binh hon nhién, tim c6 thé chap nhan nguoi ddi xir tt voi
no, nhung thé gidi qua phuec tap, cho du that long do1 xur tot voi nhitng nguoi
khac, cling khong chac ho s€ tiép nhan.

Nhin Ly Nic choi dta vui vé voi dam tré kia, Ly Vii Duong lic ddu mot
cai, mudn minh khong nén suy nghi nhiéu. Du sao hién tai bon nhé co thé
choi dua vui vé cung nhau la diéu tot, néu mudn bao thu, cling nén két thic &
doi nay, khong nén anh hudéng dén doi sau.

Nang dung anh mét bao cho Ha Truc cung Ha Vi, mudn ho coi chung bon
tré, ro1 lang 1€ dung day roi di.
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Trén thao nguyén rong 16n, mot tieng hi vang cia ngua da pha vo su yén
tinh, con ngua nhu tén bay xo6ng ra ngoai.

Ly Vii Duong ngbi trén lung ngua, thanh 4m cta Nham Phong gidng nhur
con gid, gao thét ¢ bén tai.

M3 nhi giéng nhu biét nang mot long mudn giuc né chay nhanh, lién lao di
vura nhanh lai an toan, lam nang co ho thay minh nhu dang bay.

Dot nhién, bén phai nang vang 1én tiéng vo ngua don dap, nang phan tim
quay nguoi nhin. Nhin nguoi to1, khoe miéng nang khong khoi givong 1€n,
quay bom ngua lai.

M3 nhi lién hi dai mot tiéng, 1ap tirc ngimg lai.

“Nang...” Liéu Nham Phong cu&i mét con tudn mé cao 16n, cham rai ding
& bén canh nang, guong mat bat dac di, “Ngua tot that.”

“Pa ta.” Nang di dom trirmg mat nhin han.

Han tham tinh nhin nang, trong 1ong kinh hi. Han duong nhién biét nang
c6 thé cudi ngya, chi 1a khong ngd t6i nang cudi ngua lai xuat sic dén nhu
vay, ndi khong chimg kha niang con trén han. Nhung ndi tim tram trd khen
nang, ciing khong khéng ché duoc ndi lo lang.

“Chi la qua nguy hiém.” Han trach nhe.
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Guong mit Vi Duong hong hong, kho nén niém hung phan, “Yén tam di,
thi€p bi€t ma nhi hiéu thiép.”

“Bi€t nguoi hiéu nang 1a ma nhi r61.” Han ¥ vi sdu xa nhin nang, vuon tay
ra, “To1 day, ta chd nang di.”

Nhin han dua tay, mot ¢d ngot ngao xo6ng thang dén tim nang. Nang khong
co cu tuyét, truc tiép bi 6m dén trudc nguc han.

“Ma3 nhi that biét nghe 16i.” Cho du trén lung ngua khong c6 ngudi, nd van
di theo bon ho, nang thé dai nhin nod.

“Nang cling nghe 101 ¢ tho1 diém nay day thoi1.” Han cung chi€u nhin nang
mot cai, yéu thuong bi€u hién hét & trén mat.

Truée khi dugc hin mua, con ngua nay nhu c¢o linh tinh, ai cting khong co
bién phap dén gan né, chtr dimg noéi dén khéng ché. Nhung chi can nghe thay
101 n6i ctia Lidu Nham Phong va Ly Vii Duong, n6 lién khan trwong nhu
thuan nghe theo.

“Po1 voi chang nd cling nghe 161 nhu vay sao?” Nang tya lung vao han,
nhin con ngya ngoan ngoan di theo minh, néi “N¢ that thong minh”.

Han vuon tay, diu dang thay nang lau mo6 hoéi trén trdn, hai nguoi cir nhu
vay dya vao nguoi nhau.

“Nhitng dira bé kia thich nang.” Mot 14t sau, han nhe giong mé miéng, pha
vO tram mac.
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“Bon tré can phai nhu vay.” Nang ha hé noi.

Han nhuéng may.

“Boi vi thiép ciing thich ching. Bon tré bao dap lai nhu vdy moéi cong
bang, khong phai sao?”

Nghe dugc cdu tra 101 cua nang, khée miéng han nang 1én.

“Hom nay... chang 1€n dai duong cé xay ra chuyen gl khong‘7” Vén khong
mudn héi, nhung cudi cling nang cling mo miéng, hiéu rang tron tranh van dé
khong phai 1a cach giai quyét.

Mac du trudng lao chita bénh cho nang, nhung khong c6 nghia ngudi khac
cling tha thtr cho nang, nang va Nham Phong déu hi€u 1o diéu nay.

V¢ mat han bién hoa t€ nhi, nhung nang van nhin ra dugc.

Nang ngang dau 1én, trong mat den 16e anh sang, “Khong thuan loi ding
khong?”

“Ta s€ giai quyét.” Han n61 mét cau nhe nhang.

“Di nhién.” Nang cling khong chat van 10i ciia han, “Du sao trén doi nay
rat nhiéu viéc, von di khong phai vai ba 101 ¢6 thé giai thich, ¢6 chut thu han,
khong phai noi gat bo 1a c6 thé gat bd.” Nang biét, con diu dang noi, “Nham
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Phong, thiép mudn tré vé Can Vuong pht mot chuyén.”

Pau tién hin stng sdt, nhung ngay sau d6 nhe nhang lic dau, truc tiép cu
tuyét.

“Ché lac dau, thiép da suy nghi k¥ méi dua ra quyét dinh. Nang v 16ng
nguc han tran an, noi tiép, “Chang cling biét Pai Vuong phi la em ho cua
thi€p, duong kim Thai tir phi 1a chi ho cua thiép.”

Han nhudng may, guong mat tuan ti tram xuong, “Cho du nhu the, vay
cling khong lién quan dén nang, ta khong muodn nang mao hiém, nhing tay
vao chuyén cua toc ta.”

Con nguoi cua nang sang 1€n, vuon tay vuodt cam cua han, “Thi€p va chang
mac du chua thanh than, nhung da 1a vo chong, chuyén cua chang cling la
chuyén cua thiép.”

Han nhéch 16ng may, khong no1 gi, than thé cing ngic, vé mat uy nghiém
ma khong gian, 4nh mat rd rang 1a muén nang bé di y dinh nay.

“Yén tam di.” Nang giong diéu ém ai noi, “Mau phi hom d6 dong dugc
vao thiép, 1 boi vi thiép dang dé tAm dén Nic Nic, du sao ca tinh cta Tir
Nht khong tbt, nang ta c6 thé s& da thwong han, cho nén thiép méi dé dang
tha th@, néu khong, véi kha nang cua thiép lam sao c6 thé bi danh mot tran
ma khong phan khang lai cht? Lan nay tré vé, thiép sé khong dé cho nang ta
c6 co hoi dung dén thiép nira.”

“Ta khong dong y! Chuyén nay khong can nhic lai.” Hin nghiém nghi
quyét dinh.
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“Duoc roi.” Nang khong cb gang thuyét phuc han nita, lan dau tién tra 10
theo y cua han, “Chang néi khong dé cap to1, thiép s€ khong noi nira.”

Han hoai nghi nhin nang, so voi thai do kho thoa hiép cia nang trude day
lam han nghi ngo,” Ly Vii Duong, nang dung bay ra &am muu quy quai doi
voi ta.”

Cip mat nang toéa sang lap lanh, nghiéng mat, mat khong chdp ngim nhin
han, mac du miéng khong c6 cuoi, nhung trong anh mat lai tran day y cuoi.

Han dau dau, khéng nhin duoc dua tay so ma nang, “Nghe thay khong?”

“Nghe dugc.” Nang nhu mi cudi mot tieng, hai hudc noéi: “Khong co tudng
cong gat dau, thi€ép lam sao dam lam gi?”

Nhin vé mat di dom cua nang, han dong tam, cui dau hon nang.

“Chi 1a... néu c6 mot ngay dau oc cia chang khong binh thuong, co v gat
dau mudn thiép tré vé phu, dén luc do dung ndi thiép tu ¥ muodn lam nha.”

Nghe dugc cau ndi bo sung cua nang, Lidu Nham Phong chi c¢6 thé bat dac
di tron mat nhin nang, “Ta tuyét doi s€ khong dong y.”

“Chang néi 161 ndy qua sém.” Nang nhay mat voi han, “Can than bi 101 noi
cua minh lam cting hong, dén luc do thi€ép khong thé dong y cung chang.”
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Nang cuo1 mot tiéng, hon guwong mat han, hon doi du do, tam thoir dem
chuyén tré vé phu ném ra sau.
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Chwong 13

Mét budi sang tinh mo, trong Mong Hon cdc tu nhién 16 ra chat khong khi
bat thuong.

“Thién tai vi lugng.” Mgt nam nhan cao gay, mét moi di tor bén ngoai vao.
(khong biet edit cau dau thé nao, moi nguoi thong cum nha)

Ly Vii Duong di nhanh chong cing bon tré hoi tham tén ngudi nay. Han 1a
Vi Minh, 1a mdt trong s6 cao thu c6 dao hanh cua hd toc. Han thuong di
tham do tinh hinh bén ngoai theo 10i cdc chi, mdi lan tré lai ciing s& c6
chuyén quan trong bam bao. Cho nén hom nay trong cc di c6 mit ctia cac vi
Dai lao, va tir sdng sém tinh mo nang da di t61 Bai duong.

Pai duong nghe noi 13 Thanh Dia cia hd tdc, nang khong duoc budc vao.
Nhung nang chi 1a trai lo phai nghi, cho 1a minh sém mudn gi ciing ga cho
Nham Phong, vdy noi ndy chinh la nha cua nang, khong c6 dao 1y nao & trong
nha lai ¢6 cam dia khong vao dugc.

Cuoi cung nang quyét dinh, buong 16ng ban than, ngudi vira dén, nang ddo
dac nhin & noi cua chinh.

Trén Pai dudong, Vil Minh chap tay huéng dén Liéu Nham Phong dang
ngo6i doi dién & trong ndi dudng, cung kinh md miéng, “Céac vu an mat tich
gan kinh thanh co6 chut ky la, triéu dinh twong d6i coi trong tin ndy, nhung
theo két qua thudc ha do xét dugce, chuyén khong don thuan nhu vay.”

Lidu Nham Phong nhan nhat héi: “Khong don thuan 12 sa0?”
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“Lién ti€p cdc vu an mat tich déu c6 chung mot diém, chinh 1a gan céc dia
phuong mat tich déu c6 da 16ng, huong da nén tin don ndi 1€n khap noi. Mot
s0 no1 noi 1a do hau tinh 1am, noi khéc n6i rang do... ho yéu.”

Nhu Y m¢ miéng noéi: “Chang 1€ ndm do6 cd toc nhan may man song sot,
dang an cu ¢ kinh thanh sao?”

“Piém nay ciing khong phai khong co kha nang.” Vii Minh dong y gat dau,
“Bén ngoai, long nguoi dang hoang mang. M4y ngay trude, trong kinh thanh
mot chau gai cua tudng quan con bi mat tich. Viéc quy toc mat tich quan hé
trong dai, cho nén triéu dinh bat budc phai ngum di diéu tra, tham chi khong
tiéc kinh phi. Nghe néi, con nhan co hdi nay muén tram yéu trir ma, cho nén
kl}éng ngai phong hoa ddt rimg, budc quy quai trong rimg chay ra, mot ludi
bat hét.”

Phong hoa ddt rimg? Lidu Nham Phong nghe dugc cau ndy, anh mat trAm
xuong. “Tri€u dinh phai ngudi nao di tra 4&n?”

“Hoa Tréac.” Vi Minh tra 161 0 rang.

Nghe dén céi tén nay, Liéu Nham Phong vé mait thoang chdoc lanh lung.
Cai tén nay giong nhu ngon dao dam vao trong tim han. Nam do6 chinh Hoa
Trac 1a nguoi dan dau, phai nguoi giét me han va nguoi trong toc cua han.

Co 1€ thot diém khién Hoa Trac hoi han nhat 1a ndm d6 khong c¢6 nhé co
tan goc.

Vu mat tich 1an nay lién quan dén nhiéu dai nhan sdng & gan kinh thanh.
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Kinh thanh 1a dia phuong phon hoa giau c6 nhat, nhung ddi v6i Liéu Nham
Phong ma noi, day 1 chd ¢ khong c6 tinh nguoi.

Nam do, cha han trudc khi roi di c6 no1 nhat dinh s€ trd lai tim me con
han, nao biét cha mot di khong trd lai, han va me dgi1 dén moi mat nhung cudi
cung lai 1a doi quan cua Hoa Trac xuat hién.

Tu luc do tré di, cha dé va han nhu hai nguoi xa la. D61 voi ké phu tinh
kia, han da khong con tinh cam, cling khong mudn nhac lai.

“Ta tu minh vao kinh mét chuyén.” Han tram mac noi.

Pbi v6i quyét dinh ctia coc chi, truong 13o ciing khong phan bac, chi 1a
khé nén kinh ngac. “Coc chu, chuyén nay nén ban bac k¥ hon. Cong luc cua
Hoa Trac khong nhd, chi s¢ ngai s€ bi thuong.”

“Héan c6 thé lam t6n thuong ta dén mutrc nao?” Liéu Nham Phong khong
dem hén ta dit & trong mét, “Cho du gip nhau & kinh thanh, han chi 1a quéc
su, con ta lai 1a ngudi ciia Can Vuong phu, chinh xac hon 1a Quan mi gia.
N6i vé 18 han con phai kinh ta ba phan. Hudng chi, mic du me ta 1a cong
chua toc hd, nhung ta khong co nira phan phap luc, khong khac nguoi pham
1a miy, néu ta xuat hién & kinh thanh, hin chic ciing khong may dé y. Cho
nén, chuyén nay ta s€ tw minh xur ly, cling khong c¢6 ai thich hgp hon ta!”

Truéng 140 ngdm nghi 161 ndi cua coc chii, khong thé khong thira nhan coc
chu 1a nguoi thich hgp nhat dé vao kinh thanh. Cudi cung, 6ng khé thé dai,
khong thuyét phuc coc chu nira.

“Coc chu, thuoc ha con ¢c6 mot chuyén can bam bao.” Vii Minh ti€p tuc
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noi. “Nam dé nguoi diét ho tdc cuia ching ta la tén dao sy do, hinh nhu dang
¢ bién cuong. Hon nitra hinh nhu con lam ban véi mot ménh quan triéu dinh.”

Moi nguoi nghe thiy miy cau noéi nay trén Dai duong, 1ap tirc ban luin
x0n xao0, anh mat cia Nham Phong cling thoang qua mot tia lanh 1&o.

“Po1 v&oi nguodi nay, coc chu tinh toan xr tri nhu thé nao?” Vi Minh hoi
thang.

Hén nhe nhang ha 1€nh, “Tru:é’ng 1o, chuyén nay giao cho nguoi toan
quyen XU ly, phal nguoi bat han, dem han vé Mong Hon coc, cho ta xur 1y
mAay vu mat tich roi s& trd lai giai quyét sau.’

“Vang.” Trudng ldo gat dau, mit ngoai binh tinh, nhung ndi tim dang kich
dong. Pa nhiéu nam nhu vy troi qua, bon ho rét cudc cling tim duoc co hoi
phan kich.

Luc nay, khoe mat caa Lidu Nham Phong nhin thdy bong dang nhan nhat
cua Vi Duong.

Dai duong la thanh dia ho toc, néu nang bi phat hién sé gdy nén song to gid
16n, nhung nang da 1a thé tir twong lai cua han... Han ha trong mat tran tinh,
tur nhién ngéi trén ghé chu thuong, lanh nhat ct giong, “Nuong tu, cho 1én
lut & bén ngoai, vao di.”

Han biét minh dang di m{t nudc cd hi€ém, nhung han phai danh cudc. Han
khong muon lya chon tron tranh, cling hy vong c6 thé khién toc nhan chap
nhan nguodi v pham tran nay.
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Dai duong vi mdt cau ndi cua Lieu Nham Phong trong nhay mat yén lang
nhu to gidy, anh mat tat ca moi ngudi déu nhin vé phia ngoai ctra.

Ly Vii Duong lung tang cudi mot tiéng, danh di ra.

“Lén mat!” Mat trudng 1ao khac ngdi gan Nhu Y cat tiéng dau tién, nodi
gian noi: “Noi nay dau phai 1a noi nguoi co6 thé dén!”

Ly Vii Duong nhay mat v toi, ngay tho, “Khong thé téi 1a vi 1y do gi?
Tudng cong ta ¢ day, chang 1€ ta to1 day tim han cling khong dugc?”

“Noi nay la thanh dia ho toc!” Nhu Y ca gian néi. That 1a mot ké pham
tran ngu dot!

“Ta bi€t r0, nhung ta la vo tuong lai cua coc chu, cling coi nhu nguoi mot
nha vo1 cac nguoi, cho nén mac du cac nguoi khong yéu thich ta, cling phai
tiép nhan ta tré thanh mot phan tir trong nay?”

Cau néi ngdy tho cua nang khién cho Nhu Y sitmg sot. “Pau éc nguoi
khong binh thuong sao?”

“Nhu Y ¢6 nuong, nguoi ndi ciu nay that lam ton thuong long tu trong
nha, ta duong nhién binh thuong r6i, khong binh thuong thi lam sao song
chét déu muodn ga cho cdc chu cua cac nguoi.”

Liéu Nham Phong chéng cam, nhin hai go ma nang nhot nhat, nhung van
mang mot by dang day diing khi, cong thém mot anh mat quat cuong. Han
cling khong m¢ miéng gitip. Han tin tuéng chinh nang cé thé xu ly chuyén
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nay.

“Nguoi —” Nhu Y tuc gian di dén dén trude mat nang, mudn dudi nang di
ra ngoai.

“Ping day ta, ta s& té ngd.”

Ly Vii Duong vdi vang bat tay Nhu Y, nhung doi phuong lai lién tuc mudn
hat ra.

Nhung nang khong dinh budng tay. Nang ding thang nguoi, nghiém nghi
n6i “Nguoi ¢ cin cr gi ma noi ta voi cac nguoi khong thé hop lai thanh
mot? Ta yéu nam nhan dang ngdi ¢ day. Mic du ta khong cung loai véi cac
nguoi, nhung diéu d6 khong quan trong, ta s& quan tdm ngudi han quan tam.
Pong thoi, néu cac nguoi thuong han, cling nén tiép nhan nguoi ma han yéu
thuong.”

Nhu Y kinh ngac nhin vé mit than nhién ctua Ly Vi Duong, bdi vi nang ta
to gan dam no1 nhitng 101 nay.

“Nguoi khong sg bi nguodi khac chan ghét 4?” Nhu Y do6t nhién rut tay
minh vé, to tiéng: “Ai biét nguoi cé gitt am muu gi hay khong, hién tai cha
nguoi lai la Can Vuong gia.”

“Khéng sai, phu vuong ta 1a Can Vuong gia. Nhung cic nguoi cling ding
quén, nam d6 6ng mac du phung ménh vay quét ho tdc, nhung cudi cung
cling da gio cao danh khé.”
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Lo1 cua Vi Duong lam nguoi nghe khong cach nao phéan bac.

“Chuyén nay chiing ta dd dé cip roi.” Nhu Y khéng vui cii lai, “D6 1a boi
"9

vi Can Vuong gia rat s¢g chét!

“Nguoi hiéu vé phu than ta bao nhiéu?” Ly Vii Duong rét cudc khong
khach khi trimg mat voi Nhu Y. “Tai sao nguoi dam néi bira & day? Néu nhu
nguoi nhat dinh mudn dic toi voi ta, thi it nhét cling phai lay ra ching ¢, dé
cho ta tAm phuc khau phyc.”

“Céai nay... la nguoi cudng tu doat 1y!”

Ly Vii Duong yén lang, hoi nghiéng dau, nhay cam phat hién anh mat moi
ngu:c‘ri déu tran day y cam ghét Néu ne‘lng c6 ¥ muén cung Liéu Nham Phong
dl sudt cudc doi nay, thi & dang trudc bat luan 13 ring ram chong gai hay dam
rong hang hd, nang cling mudn x6ng vao.

Ngang dau nhin Liéu Nham Phong, thdy han gt nhe dau d6i v6i minh, tin
tudng mac k¢ co chuyén gi han cling che chd cho nang. Cam giac thoai mai
nay khién nang mim cudi, nhat thoi cam thay diing khi tang 1én gap boi.

Nang hat cam 1én, nhin bén phia néi: “Vay ta ciing c6 thé ndi cac nguoi
mudn gan t6i cho nguoi khac, s gi tim khong ra van dé dé n6i? Can ban cac
nguoi khong 1am 1 rang van dé da dua ra két ludn! Chuyén nim d6 khong cé
quan hé véi ta, giét nguoi than cac ngudi ciing khong phai 13 phu vuong ta,
cang khong phai 13 ta, mudn bao thu cling phai 1am ro ddi tuong.”

“Quan chua, cho du c6 coc chu ¢ day, nguoi noi chuyén cling phai nghi
can than.” Trudng 3o than nhién noi. “Lo1 1€ cua nguoi, chang 1€ khong s¢
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choc gian chiing ta sao?”

“Trudng 3o, Vii Duong chi noi thang, ta tin tudng tudng cong nha ta, ma
hin lai tin twong moi ngudi déu 13 nguoi hiéu rd 1y 18. Néu cac nguoi nhat
dinh mudn ha doc dbi véi ta, thi danh phai noi 1a ta va twéng cong khong biét
nhin ngudi, khong thé 1am gi khac hon 1a phai chap nhan.”

Lo1 néi cua nang, khién trudng 1ao phai bat cuoi.

Nhu Y mic du khong co bién phap thich Vii Duong, nhung 15i néi cua
nang ta ciing khong phai 1a khong c6 can cir. Hudng chi, nang khong hé cam
thay chan ghét thai do than nhién cia nang ta, thai do nay khién Nhu Y boi
phuc tur day long, nén danh nghe theo, khong phan bac lai dugc.

Thay khong c6 ngudi tiép 101, anh mat Ly Vii Duong nhin bén phia, phat
hién moi nguoi déu c6 vi tri ngdi, chi con nang phai ding.

“Noi nady ta ngdi dugc khong?” Nang tim dugc mot chd tréng, hoi Vi
Minh dang ngdi bén canh.

Vi Minh nhin nang va stng s6t. Mac du han vira moi tr¢ vé coc, nhung
doi véi sy tich cua Quan chia Vi Duong da som nghe thay, hon nira tin don
con co6 nhiéu phién ban bat dong.

Han nhin vé phia coc chu, thay coc chu nhe nhang gat dau.

“Phu nhan, xin moi.” Han 13p tirc mé mi¢ng.
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Mot tiéng “Phu nhan” nay lam cho Ly Vi Duong tuoi cuoi rang rd, nang
lién khong khach khi ng61 xudng. “Vura ro1 cac nguoi noi chuyén gi vay?”

Thai d§ hao phong cua nang giong nhu da tur lau nang 1la mdt phan tr cua
bon ho, bon phia lai lam vao canh tram mac, dot nhién moi nguoi khong biét
chung song cung vi Quan chua nay nhu thé nao.

“Nuong tir vira & bén ngoai, chang 1& khong nghe thay sao?” Liéu Nham
Phong ¢6 nén nu cuodi trén mat.

Ly Vii Duong ngang dau nhin chiéc ghé han dang ngdi, khé mim cudi, ha
hai mi mat, doan trang hién thuc cti dau néi: “Thi€p nghe dugc toan bd.”

“Ha? Vay co nuong c6 cao kién gi khong?”

“Cao kién thi khong c6, chi 1a nhin mot céi cling biét chuyén nay cé diéu
¢ quai.” Nang thang than noi, “Thiéu nit v6 c¢& mét tich, cung lic gan do lai
phat hién c6 bo 1ong, khién 1ong nguodi bang hoang, nghi dén yéu ma tic
quai... Tudng cong hoai nghi ¢o 1& 14 do tdc nhan may man song sot gdy nén,
nhung thiép lai lo 14 ¢6 ngudi khac bay ké nham mubn du ran ra khoi hang.”

Liéu Nham Phong nhiu 16ng may “Y ciia nang la...”

“Viéc diéu tra 1a diéu nhat dinh phai 1am, nhung thay vi chang ra mat,
khong bang do thiép di.”

“Nang!?”” Lo1 cua nang lam han bat ngo.
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“Vang, chang 13 con ré ctia Can Vuong gia, nhung thiép 1a hon ngoc quy
trén tay ong. Du sao thiép cling muén thay chang diéu tra sy viéc nim do.
Vubt mit phai né mii, c6 phu vuong thiép ¢ ddy, quoc su du c6 ba dau sau
tay cling khong dam dong dén thiép.” Nang cudi ngot ngao voi han, ¢d y dua
ra 101 dé nghi trudc mat moi nguoi, tin tudng han khong phan doi nira.

Sac mit hin trim xubng, “Pimg quén, Can Vuong gia bay gio khong c6 &
trong phu, ma nang cting chua tung dén kinh thanh 1an nao.”

Lo1 ndi nay khong sai, nhung néu muon nang tro mat nhin han mot minh
1én duong, tham chi ty minh dan than vao nguy hiém, nang lam khong duoc.

“Tudng cong... thiép tu c6 phuong phap cta minh.” Hai trong mat sang
ctia nang nhin khuén mit cuong tryc cua han. Khoac 1én nguoi mot than ao
trang, han qua that c6 mot loai quyén rii siéu pham. “Ching ta 1a vo chong,
c6 kho khian phai cing nhau trai qua, thiép khong thé dung ngoai dugc.
Chang coi trong ai thi thiép cling xem trong nguoi d6. Néu nhu cudc doi nay
chang khong cach nao bé qua thi han thi d6 ciing chinh 14 tht han cia thiép.
Than phan cua thiép s& 1a tro thu cia chang, nhung phai xem chang ding o
goc do ndo dé danh gia.”

Nang khong lam ra vé ta day hon nguoi, nhung nang that long dem moi
ngudi thanh ngudi mot nha, vi vay c6 10i gi lién noi thang. Khong cung loai
thi sao chr? Chi can cling mang tim 1ong luong thién, thi déu c6 thé lay tim
hop lai v61 nhau.

Lo1 ndi cua nang vang vong trén Pai duong, lam bon phuong roi vao yén
tinh.

Nhin b dang ciia nang tinh tdo, Liéu Nham Phong mic du tic gian vi
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nang ty tién quyét dinh budc chan vao chon hiém nguy, nhung trong mat lai
thoang qua mot tia nhu tinh.

L&i néi chan that cia Ly Vil Duong d3 da dong dén tat ca moi nguoi. Sic
dep cua nang la troi sinh, nhung c6 dugc suy nghi chu toan, bi€t tién lui dung
muc dén thé thi khong phai ai cling co6 thé lam duoc.

“Tudng cong.” Mat nang sadng ngoi, hudng vé han noi, “Néu chang gat
dau, thi€p c6 thé lap tuc roi khoi coc.”

“Chuyén nay... d€ sau noi tiép.”

P4y mat Vil Duong thoang qua tia khong hai long. Nang som biét tudng
cong sé khong cho nang dinh vao nguy hiém, nhung vi c6 moi ngudi & day,
nang 1a mot c¢o gai biét 18 nghia s& tu nhién khong noi gi. Nhung diéu nay
khong c6 nghia 1a nang s€ budng tha.

Nang c6 thé cam nhan dugc moi nguoi ¢ day da thay do61 anh mat, chi can
tiép tuc that tam do1 dai, sdm muodn gi bon ho cling s€ tiép nhan nang.

Nhung van dé dau tién 13 — nang phai nghia cach giai quyét tuéng cong
trudc.

Vii Duong di chan khong dén Hoa Gian, trong miéng con ngam nga khiic
hat. V6c dang nho nhan ay, tir xa nhin lai, con tudng rang la cua mdt bé gai.

Liéu Nham Phong dtng cach d6 khong xa nhin bong dang cuia nang.
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Nang quay dau, nhd vao anh tring nén thdy duoc han, 1ap tic di dén phia
han, khi han khong dé y thi dm lay han, con dung strc hon go mé cua han may
cai.

Han bi dong tac bat thinh linh ctia nang 1am cho stmng sét, cudi cing cuoi
khé mot tiéng. Tay cua hdan nam lay tay cua nang, “Tay nang lanh nhu vay,
nhu thé nao lai khong vao trong nha nghi ngo1.”

“Thiép dang doi chang.” Nang vui mimg nép vao nguc han.

Om ngudi dep vao trong nguc, Lidu Nham Phong kh& dong, cam khé tua
vao dinh dau cia nang.

“Noi nay that 13 dep.” Nang tua sat vao han, 6n nhu m¢ miéng.

Anh trang l1am say long ngu’cn trong khong khi n6i 1én mui thom cta thanh
phong, 1am nguoi ta quén mat phlen nao. Hién tai yén tlnh nhu thé nay giong
nhu chi ¢6 hai ngudi bon ho, sbng nhu thé nay thi con can gi nira.

“Nang co thé vinh vién doi & cho nay.”

“C6 that thé khong?” Nang cui dau, khong dong ndo ciing biét van con van
deé nam gitra hai nguoi.

“Cé6 the.” Tay cua han nam chat nang, “Bao nang budc vao thanh dia ho
tdc, nang sg sao?”
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“Duong nhién.” Nang khé vudt ve long nguc cia han, nra dua nura that
no6i, “Thi€p s¢g dén no1 ngay ca chan cling dung khong virng!”

Nghe nang néi qua sy that, hin khong khoi lic dau bat cudi. Nang dung
that l1a s€ s¢ sao?

“Chi la chang yén tdm.” Nang kién quyét noi, “Chi can vi chang, dam rong
hang ho thiép déu nhay vao.”

Nang nang cao giong di¢u, khién han yéu thuong ma nhe nhang véo véo
cai miii. Bi€u han lo nhat, chinh 1a van dé nang ludn lam viéc nghia khong
chun budc.

Tay cua nang quan lén c6 han, “Chang dem chuyén cua thiép ké cho
trudng 1ao nghe sao?”

Ngay mai troi vira sang, hin mudn vao kinh ngay. Hon nita day 1a quyét
dinh cua han, mac k¢ nang néi gi, déu khong thé thay do1 y dinh nay.

“Luc ta khong ¢ trong cc, truong 140 s& thay ta chim soc nang.”

“U.” Nang cui dau, bo dang ngoan ngoédn nghe 106i.

Han nghi ngo liéc nang mot cai. “Nang khong mudn noi gi sao?” Di€u nay
khong giong nang chut nao.

“Co gi dé no1 cht?” Nang tya nhu oan han nhin han. “Nhing 101 thi€p noi,
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chang s€ nghe sao?”

Nhin thiy anh mat cd chap cua nang, han khong khoi thé dai ¢ trong long.
“Vi Duong, ta la vi stc khoe cua nang.”

“Thiép hiéu, tat ca 1a vi thiép nhung ciing phai dé thiép déng ¥ méi dugc
chu?” Nang thyuc t€ bay td, “Néu vi thi€p ma thi€p lai khong mudn, thi cling
la khong c6 may tac dung.”

Tat ca déu la nguy bién, Lidu Nham Phong khong mudn nghe nita nén di
xuong, nhung 1 rang 13 nang s& khong dé dang bo qua cho hin.

“Nham Phong.” Nang chot nghi dén mot van dé, ngir diéu lién chuyén
thanh nghiém tuc, “Trén tay thiép c6 phong thu hoa ly(*) cua phu vuong.”

(*) thu thoa thuan ly di tw 2 bén
Nghe duogc 101 nay, han stng sot.

“That ra trude cai dém phyu vuong dem di Linh di c6 téi tim thiép, ong lo
lang mau phi vé phu s& gay kho khan cho thiép va Nic Nic, cho nén 6ng dua
thu nay cho thiép dé phong ngira, muc dich 1a dé tréi budc mau phi. Néu nhu
hién tai thiép dung thu ndy, mau phi c6 thé s& trg gitp ching ta.”

Diéu nay nam ngoal du doan va suy nghi cia Nham Phong, Can Vuong gla
Ly Nhac that sy mudn ddi dau cung Pai Vuong phi, ciing tic 1a mudn ddi
dich vé1 Hoa Trac.
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Han cudi, biét nang thanh tAm mudn gitp hin, nhung hin chi can phan tim
¥y nay cua nang la du ro1, “Chuyén khong dé dang nhu nang tuong, ta khong
cho la Pai Vuong phi s€ lva chon diing chung chién tuyén véi ching ta dau.”

Du sao Pai Vuong phi ¢ dugc quyén thé nhu ngay hom nay, tat ca ciing
nho c6 thanh thé to 16n nhu mit troi cia anh ho ba ta. Cho nén néu that su
mudn ba lua chon, ba s& chon bdi nghia d6i véi nang, véi vi tht Vuong phi
con lai cia Ly Nhac, dung vé phia thé lyc to 16n cua nguoi anh ho Hoa Tréc.

“Thiép biét nhung thiép mudbn gitp chang.” Nang néi nghiém tuc.
“Ta hiéu, nhung nang van la phu nit.”

“Vay thi nhu thé nao? So thiép s& kéo chan chang sao, thém ganh ning cho
chang sao? Thiép s& khong, tir nho thiép da cung phu vuong tip cudi ngua
ban cung, khéng nhu nhuge nhu chang tuong dau. Hudng chi thiép ciing
khong yén long khi chang chi mang theo Vii Minh va Théi Ngang xuat cdc.”

“Hai nguo1 bon ho déu 1a cao tha.”

“Thiép biét.” Nang vira tirc gian vira lo lang gidm chan mot cai, “Nhung
thiép cling khong kém bon ho!”

Han do khoc do cuoi nhin dong tac tirc gian cia nang.

“Khoéng duoc cudil” Nang tic gidn trimg mat nhin han, “Mic du thiép
thich chang cuoi1 nhung khong cho cuot vao lic nay, giong nhu la dang gicu
cot thiep, that khién cho thiép khong thoai mai.”
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“Ta khong phai giéu cot nang,” Han nhe nhang 6m lay nang, “Chi 1 cam
dong nang mot long vi ta.”

“Ching ta sém muon gi cting s€ thanh than, hon nita nit nhan cling khong
giong nhu nam nhéan, nam nhan con c6 thé tam thé tr thi€ép. Nhung chang 1a
tuong lai duy nhat cua thi€p, thiép khong vi chang thi vi a1.”

Han dong tam. “Ta thé véi troi dat, ca doi ndy chi ldy mot minh Vi
Duong.”

Nghe 101 thé cuia han, mat ciia nang bdi vi vui sudng xau hé ma ung do,
“Lac nay chang cling biét noi 161 dé nghe!”

Nhin mat nang hong hong then thung, han khong nhin dugc cti dau hon
nang, chi 1a con chua cham vao méi cua nang, tay cua nang lién ngan ¢ trudc
nguc han.

“Mudn thiép tin tudong 10i thé cua chang thi duoc thoi, chi 1a chang phai
dong y véi thi€p mdt chuyén.”

Han nhudéng may, dgi nang mé miéng.

“Thiép c6 thé khong cing chang vao kinh, chi 1a chang phai cho thiép cting
Nhu Y di Miéu Cuong, di giup chang bat nguoi hai me chang nim d6.”

Chuyén nay cang khong thé! Lidu Nham Phong lic dau, dua tay v vo ma
nang, muon nang chét tdm tu nay.
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Nang hoi gian, nling niu kéo tay 4o han, “Cai nay khong duoc, céai khac
cling khong duoc... Lay ¢ dau ra ma nhiéu cai khong dugc nhu vay? Mac k¢,
hai con duong chang phai chon mot cai!”

Han lac dau.

Nang dua tay dem mat cia han hudng dua vé trude mat cuia minh. Bon mat
nhin nhau, nang 10 ra vé mat van xin. “Cau xin chang... Van cau chang.”

Nhin trong mat ciia Vii Duong toa sang, han khong thé tiép tuc khong dé y
t6i nang. Han biét rd nang khong nhu nhugce nhu bé ngoai, nang ¢6 maot trai
tim ¢6 chap. Vi tinh tinh ctia nang, néu khong dong y, du ¢6 bi hin ép o lai
trong cdc thi nang nhét dinh ciling s& tim co hoi, len 1én trén di. Dén luc do,
nang mot than mot minh & bén ngoai, ngd nhd gip nguy hiém, s& cang lam
tinh hudng tré nén khoé giai quyét.

“Néu cho nang di theo, nang s€ nghe theo moi vi¢c sao?”

Vira nghe dén nhiing 16i nay, cip mat nang lap tic sang nhu sao. “Thiép
tuyét doi nghe theo tuéng cong phan pho.” Nang 6n nhu noéi. “Chang cling
hiéu ma, trong khap thién ha nay thiép la nguoi khong mudn chang kho sé
nhét.”

Tt nhat nhu thé! Han bat dic di cudi kho, vuon tay 6m nang, yéu thuong
hon nang.

Nang nhu thuin ngang dau 1én, dap lai nu hén cia han.
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NU nhan luén l1a nguol khién han khé s& nhat, chung quy déu lam viéc
khién han nhuc dau.

Haizzz! Nang that loi hai, hinh nhu mdi 1an han déu 13 nguoi thoa hiép.
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Chuong 14
Kinh thanh & dudi chan thién tr qua nhién ndo nhi¢t khac thuong.

Ly Vii Duong vira vao kinh lién truc tiép mang theo Liéu Nham Phong vao
& trong dinh thu cia Can Vuong gia. C6 thé thuin loi nhu thé nay, tat ca déu
nhd cong stc clia nang, nhd vao viéetrén tay nang nim btc thu cia Pai
Vuong phi— lai con do chinh tay Can Vuong gia viét.

Trude khi vao kinh cing v6i Nham Phong, nang di tré vé Vuong phtt mot
chuyén, khong né mat dem 14 thu dat trude mit Pai Vuong phi, khién cho ba
ta m6i liéc mat mot cai, mat may da trd nén xanh mét, nang lién 13y duoc
Iénh bai cua Vuong phu, mang theo Ha Vi va Nham Phong quang minh
chinh dai di vao trong dinh thy ¢ kinh thanh.

Vé phia Ha Trtc, Ly Vii Duong dé cho nang & lai Mong Hon cdc chiam séc
Ly Nac.

C6 hao quang va sy bao vé clia hoang that khong chi khién cho ngudi khac
khong cach nao lam phién hg, ma con giap Théi Ngang va Vi Minh hoi tham
tin tirc cling cuc ky thuan budém xu6i gio.

“Nghe n6i may c6 nuong mat tich, déu bién mat noi dém t6i khong c6 anh
trang.” Bay gio, Thoi Ngang dang ¢ trén dai sanh, huéng vé Li€u Nham
Phong béo céo tin tirc da tham do dugc.

“Khong c6 anh trang?” Ly Vi Duong an banh hoa mai trén ban, thi thao
noi: “Do khong phai la ngay dau thang sao?”
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Liéu Nham Phong lac lac cdy quat trong tay, uéng mot hop tra, khong noi
161 nao.

“Tudng cong, chang nghe chua?”

Mat han khong c6 bi€u cam gi, li€c nang mot cai.

Nang chdp chop doi mét, noi tiép: “Df nhién, néu 13 hién tuong thién van
khong tot, thang c6 may den sé giong nhu khong cé anh trang, dung khong,
tudng cong?”

Han nhudéng may, 1ay su hi€u biét cua minh véi nang, biét nang khang dinh
con co phia sau phai noi.

“Néu chang mudén am tham diéu tra cling dugc, chi 1a nhé phai dan theo
thiép.” Nang giong nhu lo dang no6i cau nay, nhung chi ¢é it nguoi nhan ra
dugc su kién tri trong 101 n61 cua nang.

Qua nhién. Trong mit Liéu Nham Phong thoang qua vé mit bat déc di.

“Pung nhin thiép nhu vay,” Nang mang dang vé so sét noi, “Thiép s& so.
Chi 1a... Thiép van mudn di theo chang.”

Vii Minh va Théi Nhang nhin khong duoc, cuoi ra tiéng.
“Vii Duong!” Han nhé giong goi tén ciia nang, hi vong nang c6 thé ngoan

ngoan mot chut. Nt nhan nay that 1a dugc voi doi ti€n, thanh am cia nang
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khong lam kho dé han, chung quy lai dang gay cho han van dé khé khan.

“Pi theo chang twong dbi an toan khong phai sao?” Nang ty nhién lam
niing, “C6é nwong mat tich... thiép nhin chung thiy dang dip cua cac nang
khong t&, néu nhu 1an nay bon cudp mudn bét thiép thi thiép phai lam sao?
Chang that sy muén nuwong tir ciia chang bj bat di sao.”

“Pay la Can Vuong phu, ngudi nao to gan ddm vao day dé bat vi Quan
chua cao cao tai thuong nhu nang ha?”” Han nhan nhat nhac nhé, mat liéc mot
: ai thuong :
cai, muon nang dung noi nira.

“Tudng cong, chang 1& chang da quén khong lau trudc diy chau gai cua
mot vi tuéng quan ciing mat tich sao?” Nang nhay mat, 1am nhu khong thay
anh mat cta han noi, “Cho nén, cho du thiép 1a con gai ciia Vuong gia, cling
khong thé bao dam bon trom khong dong dén thiép. Chang that sy yén tim dé
thiép lai mot minh sao?”

Han nhian may. Pay 1a kiéu nguy bién gi vay?

“Hay dé cho thi€p theo chang di, tuéng cong.” Khong dé y cd ngudi khac,
nang mém mai dya vao han, “Co6 chang ¢ day, thi€p maéi co theé yén tam.”

Trén mat Liéu Nham Phong van khong c6 biéu cam gi.
“Tudng cong a...” Ly Vit Duong chua tir bo y dinh.

Nhin thudc ha cua minh ¢6 nhin cudi, han ludm nang mot céi, “An hét roi
lién di vao phong di.”
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“Vii Duong lap ttrc di vao, chi 1a y cta chang, 1a di dong y cho thiép di
theo ro1 sao?”

Ha Vi von nghi dén mat miii cua Quan ma gia, nhung cudi cung nang
khong nhin dugc, cudi ra tiéng. “Phoc!”

Sic mit cia Liéu Nham Phong cang trd nén kho nhin, giong néi ciing cang
nghiém tuc, “Tré vé phong!”

“Da, tudng cong.” Ly Vi Duong 1ap tirc ngoan ngoan dung day, 161 kéo
Ha Vi dang cuoi khong ngung, trom lam cai mat quy sau d6 xoay nguoi trd
vé phong.

Mic du vé mit hian ngudi lanh, nhung nang da nhin thiy day mat han c6
mot tia bat dic di. Mdi 1an han xuat hién cai vé mat nay, lién cho thay han
mac du khong tinh nguyén, nhung van 1a thoa hiép. Miac du han khong néi rd,
nhung nang d3 ¢ thé xac dinh hin néu mudn 1am gi cling s& mang theo nang.

Tudng cong cta nang, ndi mot cach thang thimg chi 13 bé ngoai tinh tio tu
kiém ché cam x1c, ndi tdm lai nhu mot chang trai diu dang tham tinh.

Mic du 1a ngay ram, nhung bau troi mot manh den ngom, ding néi tring
sang, dén sao bac dau cling khong trong thady. Bém t61 nhu vay, qua that
chuyén gi cling co the xay ra.

Khi dém khuya yén tinh thi quanh n6 dé 16 ra mét tia c6 quai, Liéu Nham
Phong nghe duoc c6 tiéng budc chan ngoai cura so, 1ap tirc cham rai ngoi day.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Ly Vii Duong ciing tinh lai theo, dui mat hoi: “Tudng cong, sao vy —

“Hu!” Ngon trdé cua han ép nhe 1én moi cua nang, “Dgi1 chut!” Sau d6 cam
thanh bao kiém bén canh, quay minh xudng giuong.

Nang mudn cung dtung day, nhung lai nghi dén néu minh hanh dong thiéu
suy nghi c6 thé s& khién cho han phan tam, vi vdy khong thé lam gi khéc 1a
nghe 10i han & lai chd nay. Tay nang lay ra thanh chuy thu che & trudc nguc,
can than nhin bén phia.

“Coc chu!”

Liu Nham Phong khé& nang tay 1én ddi voi Thoi Ngang dang chay toi, v
bao do1 phuong khong nén cir dong.

Han can than yén lang nghe ngdng, thinh giic cta hin ludn ludn nhay cam,
c6 thé nghe thay tiéng nguodi tdi, thanh am xuat hién ¢ phia tay.

Nhung ngay ltc néy, mot bong den khac thoéng qua bén ngudi han, di vé
phia dong, lam tdm han ca kinh. Tc d6 bay cia han ta cyc nhanh va im hoi
lang tiéng, nén Liéu Nham Phong khong c6 phat hién, ma hudng cua han ta
di— dtng 13 phong cta han va Vii Duong.

Piéu ho ly son?!

Tay cam ki€m trd nén cang thang, han lap tirc xoay ngudi duoi theo.
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Chi mot cai chép mat, phia chan troi c6 mot dao tia chdp, ngay sau do
truyén dén tiéng hét thé tham ctia Vi Duong. Thanh 4m cua nang giong nhu
vO cung dau don, khién long han that chat lai.

Han hoa toc xong vé phong, nhung trong phong da sém khong c6 bong
nguoi, trén chiéc goi con luu hoi am xuat hién vét mau do tuoi.

“Cdc cha!” Théi Ngang di theo nhin thdy canh tuong ndy, sic mit tai
xanh.

Sau d6 Vil Minh chay tdi, tréng c6 vé tinh tao, anh mat ctia han quét nhanh
bon phia, “Noi nay co6 la thu.”

Liéu Nham Phong mit lanh nhan léy.

Thoi Ngang quan tdm nhin vé mat dang kim ché su tirc gian cua chu nhan:
“Coc chu, phia trén viét cai gi?”

Thanh 4m hén lanh 180 noi: “Ngay mai budi trua, ngoai 6 Phd Ba Ty.”

“Than 1ap tuc tréd vé Mong Hon cdc bdo cho trudng 130.” Vi Minh noi rd
o1 xoay nguoi roi di.

Liéu Nham Phong im ling, trong 1dng dang 1én mot ndi kho riéng, nhin vét
mau trén giuong, han dot nhién dung sttc danh manh. Cho xem, han s€ ctru
nang veé!
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o) ngoai 6 Pho Pa Tu, huong khoi lugn 10, xung quanh c6 kinh, sang sua
sach s€. Chua dén budi trua, mot minh Lieéu Nham Phong da budc vao cua
miéu thanh tinh.

“Thi chii.” Mot hoa thuong ctiia Pho Pa Ty di vé phia hén, chip tay trudc
nguc hudéng han gat dau mot cai.

Liéu Nham Phong cin cir vao phép lich su, ciing chap tay trudc nguc cii
dau vé phia ti€éu hoa thuong.

Di vao bén trong, nhin twong phat trang nghiém & trong dai dién, han
khong khoi trAm mac. N6i dén than phat, that su cach hén rat xa x6i, boi vi tir
khi han ra doi lién séng & hai thé gidi, hinh nhu ¢6 nha, nhung ciing khong c6
1ong trung thanh, 1am yéu quai khong dé, 1am ngudi cang kho hon.

Cho dén khi gip Ly Vii Duong, tim ctia hin méi tran dinh lai, hiéu rang
nguoi hodc yéu cling khong quan trong.

Bén ngoai bau tro1 den ngit, xem ra lic nao ciling c6 kha nang d6 tran mua
16m, nghi dén nang khong biét dang & cho nao, long han nhu bi dao dam.

“Tro1l mua!”

Mot tiéng thét kinh hai ciia khach hang lam han ly lai tAm tri, qua nhién
tro1 bat dau mua ro1. Han ha mi mat, khuon mat binh tinh khong nhin ra dugc
suy nghi trong long han dang so1 trao.

Moi nguoi von dang ¢ trong miéu dang huong, sg duong ndi sau con mua
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s& day bun lay khong dé di, nén thap hét huong xong ciing voi vang roi di.

Mot than mot minh Liéu Nham Phong ding & ctra miéu, nhin ngon nui xa
xa c6 mot manh may mu luon quanh.

“Thi chu.” Mdt tiéu hoa thuong dot nhién xuét hién & phia sau hén, chép
tay trudc nguc cung kinh mo miéng, “Phuong truong cho moi.”

Trong mat hin hoi thu lai, mic du trong long ddy 1én ndi nghi ngo, nhung
van di theo t&1 phia sau ctia Ty Micu.

Phong cua phuong truong don gidn thanh lich, c6 huong thom cua tra
xanh. Mot bén gia sach con dy nhitng kinh van budc chi.

“Thi chu.” Phuong trugng ngdi ¢ phia sau ban nhin thay han, mat mat mii
hién lanh cuo1 no6i: “Mo1 ng61.”

Liéu Nham Phong 1& phép khé& cti ngudi, ngdi xubng theo 101 ciia 6ng.

“Ttr khi thi chu vira vao cira, 140 nap lién chu y dén mot than khi thé
Vuong gia khién nguoi khac phai e ngai.”

“Phuong trugng khach khi.” Thai d6 cua han khong nong khong lanh, mot
long chi nghi dén Vii Duong, nguoi tir bi trudc mat khong gidng ngudi
chuyén bat dan nt.

“Lao nap nhin thi chu mac du khuon mat binh tinh, nhung trong long lai
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noi song cudn cudn, cho nén duong dot moi thi chu vao thién phong, xin thi
chu dung trach moc.” Phuong truong thong tha ung dung thay han rot mot ly
tra xanh, by dang than nhién, khong tron tranh 4nh mat cua han.

Lo1 noi cua phuong trrong 1am Liéu Nham Phong c6 chut ngoal ¥ mudn.
Nhiéu nim qua, hin di sém hoc dugc thoi quen dem cam xuc gidu sau chiéc
mit na, nhung mot ong 140 von khong quen biét lai c6 thé nhin ra tim trang
rbi loan clia hin?!

“Phuong trugng ndéi qua 161.” Han giong nhu khong chat dé y tra 101,
“Long cua ta néu c6 phién nao, no6i khong chirng cling chi vi thinh linh c6 con
mua x01 x4 lam long nguo1 sinh chan ghét.”

“Lao nap ngu doét, khong biét thi chu vi mua to nén phién long.” Phuong
truong hot cuoi noi. “Chi 1a, mua to chac chan s€ c¢6 thoi diém dung, dén luc
d6 tam co the tinh sao?”

Liéu Nham Phong nhin phuong trugng mot cai, khong phan bac dugc.

“Con nguoi lic con song, thuong nghi ngo nhu:ng phién ndo xa xam, co
mot s6 viée mac du bat dic di nhung lai khong thé khong d6i mat. Thi chu
mac du tré tudi, nhung hinh nhu tir 1au da trai qua nhiéu tang thuong, hon nira
trong tham cung noi vién, cai rét cat da ct thit, An An 04n o4n, thi thi phi phi,
lam sao dung lai dugc mot hai chuyén.”

Trong mat Nham Phong thoang qua mét tia hoai nghi, “Nguoi 13 ai?”

Gidng nhu khong nghe cdu hoi cta han, phuong trugng than nhién tiép tuc
no6i: “Bao nhi€u nguoi them thuodng chiéc ghé Hoang dé, thi chu that su co
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thé lam ngo?”

“Nguoi rot cudc la ai?” Lao nhan nay qua that biét than phan cua han! Han
co chut tirc gian roi.

“Lao nap chi 1a mot 1ao gia binh thuong.”

Liéu Nham Phong chim cht nhin 130 hoa thuong trudc mit, anh mét lanh
180, “Thé tir cua ta dau?”

“Thi cha con chua tra 10i van dé cua 130 nap — bao nhiéu ngudi thém
thuong chiéc ghé Hoang dé, thi chu that sy khong muon.”

“Hoang dé cung ta khong c6 quan hé, ta chi muon thé tir cua ta.” Thanh am
han lanh lung, tinh nhan nai da dén cyc diém.

b g
giai nhén.”

“P6 1a chuyén cia ta!” Liéu Nham Phong khong mudn da thuong nguoi,
nhung tirc gian cua han da boc phat, tay cling da cam lay thanh bao kiém bén
hong.

Phuong truong khong lo khong nghi, 4nh mét tir 4i nhin hin mot cai,
hudng vao nd1 duong bén trong nodi: “Thi chu, nguoi da nghe dugc dép an,
con khong mau hién than?”
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Liéu Nham Phong tdim chan dong. Bén trong c¢6 ngudi?! Han luén ludn c6
thé nghe dugc tiéng tho cla van vat, nhung khong ngd ngudi no lai im hoi
lang tiéng, dé cho han khéng thé cam gidc dugc, gibng nhu bong den hom
qua bat Vii Duong dem di.

Nguoi bén trong chdm rii di ra ngoai, han von dang tic gidn, nhung sau
khi nhin thay bong dang quen thudc cua doi phuong, con tirc nhat thoi hoa
thanh hu khong. Than thé han chan dong, kinh ngac khong cach nao ndi nén
101.

“Tiéu t,” Nguodi no khé nang 1€n khdée mi€ng voi han, mat hai long,
“Nguoi da trudng thanh r61.”

Han khong dam tin vao hai mat cua minh, “... Cau?”

Liéu Nhugc Van nghe théy tiéng “Cau”, 1ap turc vui vé cuoi to, khong nhin
duoc dua tay vO vo bo vai cua han, twong d6i vui ming. Mudi mudi nim do
lay tinh mang bao vé dira bé, bay gid rot cudc han trudong thanh roi, néu nang
& dudi dat co biét, ciing nén vui mung.

Nhin nguoi trude mat, Liéu Nham Phong khong biét noi gi, trong 1ong ngii
vi tap tran, chi vi thiéu nién y€u &t nay chinh 1a vi h6 chu ma moi nguot luén
cho rang lanh it dit nhi€u, Liéu Nhuoc Van!

Nam do bi triu dinh duodi giét, cau vo y bi roi xudng vach da, mudi nam
nay hoan toan khong cé tin tirc, nguoi trong toc som da tinh todn dén truong
hop xau nhat. Khong ngd hién tai, cau lai song so s¢ trudc mat han?!

“Cau that sy khong chét?” Vé mat Liéu Nham Phong kich dong, kho nén
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vui vé.

“Nhin théy cau & trude mat... Cau con séng duoc that tt.”

“Rot cudc ¢6 chuyén gi xay ra?”

“Vi nay la phuong trugng Thich An, mudi ndm trudc nhd co6 phuong
truong ra tay ctru gitip, cAu méi c6 ngay hom nay.” Liéu Nhuoc Van 1& do
khom nguoi chap tay huéng dén phuong truong noi: “Lic 4y than thé cua
cau bi thuong nghiém trong, mac du khong dén ndi mat mang, nhung lai mat
hét phap luc, khong khac nguoi thuong 1a miy, 1a phuong truong dan ciu try
vé Pho Pa tu dudng thuong, nhu di tai sinh lai cau.” Sau ndy hin déu &
Giang Nam.

“Cam on phuong trugng.” Liéu Nham Phong nghe vay, vdi vang huéng
phuong trugng hanh dai 1€.

“Thi chu mau dung day.” Phu’ong truong dua tay ngan han lai, “Troi cao
co du:c hiéu sinh, 130 nap khong can bao dap, muon ta on thi hay ta on troi.
Chi tiéc, nhitng nim gan day ldo nap van khong c6 cach nao khién Lidu thi
chu x6a bo an oan, day chinh 1a tao héa cua thi chu.”

“Co6 thu, mubén quén di nhung bat dic di khong thé quén duoc.” Lidu
Nhuoe Van tiéu sai cudi cudi, “Than 1a mot hd chu, ta khong cach nao chi
cau cho minh dugc thanh tinh, khong thé ich ky mac cho ké ac tu tai, cudp
liy dat ¢ cta toc nhan.”

“Thi chu hay hiéu, thién 4c dén cudi cung cling ¢ bao tng.”
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“Liéu md hiéu, Liéu md ciling dang doi ngay d6 dén.” Liéu Nhuoc Van
khong c6 phan bac 101 n6i cia phuong truong. “Lam phién phién phuong
trugng nira ngay roi, bay gio tai ha xin mang theo chau trai ro1 di.”

Lidu Nhuge Van mang theo Liéu Nham Phong roi khoi Pho Pa ty. Phat
Mon du sao cling 1a noi linh thiéng, bon ho khong nén noé1 chuyén sat sinh ¢
day.

Nhin thay chau trai tAm trang ning né, bung day nghi ngd, han ngdi trong
xe ngura, mudn phu xe nhanh thiic ngwa trd vé vé phi.

“Lan ndy cdu vao kinh vi vu a4n mat tich khién long ngudi bang hoang.”
Cau cta hin noi, “Van nhat khong ngo t6i 1a lai gdp duoc chau ¢ chd nay, tuy
mung r& nhung ta lai phat hién chau cung Can Vuong phtl c6 quan hé. Pay 1a
viéc ngoai y mudn sao?! Mudi nam troi di, chang 18 by gio tam cua chau lai
huéng vé phia Hoang that r6i?!”

Liéu Nham Phong kién quyét lic dau, “Chau vao & Can Vuong phu hoan
toan bdi vi Vii Duong. Nang 13 nghia nit cia Can Vuong phi, khong c6 quan
hé voi an oan cia chung ta. Quen biét véi nang 1a duyén phéan trdi di dinh
trude, chau mang theo nang vao kinh chi vi diéu tra vu 4n mat tich, vao & Can
Vuong phil ciing 13 tiiy co Gmg bién.”

Nghe duoc 161 néi ndy, hian khong khoi vo cim suy nghi.
“Cau, vo clia chau dau.” Liéu Nham Phong khong nén duoc tirc gian.

Liéu Nhuoc Van tuoi cuodi liéc han mot cai, “Yén tam di, vo cua chdu dang
yén On ¢ trong phu cua cau, chi 1a nha dau nay...” Han lac dau mdt cai, vén
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tay 40 1€n nod1, “Chéau xem, ngay hom qua cau bat nang thi nang xet mgt nhat
dao vao tay cau! Cau diac bi¢t luu lai vét thuong nay cho chau xem, xem ra
nguoi vo nay cua chau rat hung han.”

Khoée miéng Liéu Nham Phong kh& nhéch. Khéng hé 12 Vit Duong. “Nghe
cau no1 chuyén, vay chac cac vu an mat tich khong lién quan dén cau.”

Han lic dau, “Coéng luc cua cau mdi khoi phuc khong lau, 1ay thoi gian
bon ho mét tich thi cau khong c6 kha nang lam duoc. Huéng hd oan c6 dau,
ng c6 chi, nhimg cd nuong kia khong lién quan dén an oan ctia ching ta, cac
nang co toi gi ma cau lai d6 1én dau ho.”

“Nghe dugc tin ndy, chau vén phong doan 1a do ho ly nim d6 thoat dugc
]lam nén, cho nén méi vao kinh diéu tra cho 10, nhung lai gap dugc cau ¢ noi
day... Chau chi s¢ 1a do c6 nguoi cd v gid hoa, mudn dem tit ca ngudi cua
chung ta vao kinh bat gon mot mé, giéng nhu viéc gia hoa 1én ngudi mau
than cua chau nam do.”

Khap thién ha chi c6 mdt nguoi, ludn ton cong ton strc lam chuyén nay.
“Nguoi cau am chi la... Hoa Trac?”

“Tam chin phan. Hoa Trac chi lo cing ¢6 thé luc & trong cung, hdm nay s&
cO hanh dong 16n nhu the, chi co6 thé giai thich bang mot chuyén...” Mat cua
Liéu Nhuoc Van sang nhu dudc nhin han, “Han ta nghi ngd chau khong
chét.”

Anh mat Liu Nham Phong lanh 1&o.

“Nhitng nim gan day, chdu mai danh an tich khong khién nguoi khac nghi
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ngo, gan day chau c6 lam gi, khién cho nguoi khac phat hién ra tung tich.”

Trong dau cua han 13 bong dang cua Can Vuong phi — ba ta dd gip qua
han, néu dem nguoi qua giong thai tir n6i cho Hoa Trac biét, han cling khong
cam thay la.

“Hoa Trac cho 1a nam d6 chau da chét, cho nén mudi nam nay mdéi khong
dudi giet, nhung néu han bi€t chau con song, cau chi s¢ s€ c6 thay doi.”

Sac mat Lidu Nham Phong tram xudng “Chau khong c6 himg tha di véi
ngoi1 vi hoang de.”

“Chau khong c6 himg thu nhung di tdm cta han lai khéng cho 1a nhu
vay.” Liéu Nhugc Van lanh nhat nhic nhg, “Han mot long muon 1ay duoc
thién ha.”

Nhdc t61 thién ha, Lieu Nham Phong tram mac. Vi tri nay 1a do vo s6 mau
chdy x4y nén, cling chinh la nguyén nhan hai mau than cua han.

“Nham Phong...néu chau c6 co hi thi di gip hin di.”

“Han?”

“Ly Hao.” Liéu Nhugc Van noi ra hai chir.

Nghe thay cai tén nay, anh mat cia Liéu Nham Phong hoi thu lai. Ly Hao
la duong kim Théi t¢. Han khong nhin dugc kich dong trong long hoi:
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“Chang 1& cau khong han han sao?”

Thai tr nam do6 hoi cung, bao 1a muodn nd1 voi phu hoang khong can ngoi
vi, mudn dan me con han song & rung nii hoang vu, nhung cudi cung lai la
dam quan binh dén, khién mau ho tdoc chay thanh song!

Han tudi nho khong hiéu chuyén, da timg coi cha 14 nhét, vi sao khong vi
han ma ndéi ra sy that? Néu cha khong c¢6 lam, nhiing bi kich hdm nay s€
khong xay ra...

Ma mau than chét dd nhiéu nim, cha cling chua timg c6 gang tim kiém dtra
con luu lac & bén ngoai, tiép tuc & trong cung hudng thy vinh hoa phu quy,
tiép tuc 1a chil nhan cia Pong cung — Néu hin n6i han Hoa Trac, that ra thi
han cang han cha han hon, mau than néu c6 linh thiéng, chic ciing s& dau
long khi yéu ong ta.

“Han?” Nhé téi mudi mudi diu dang doan trang ctia minh, Liéu Nhuoc
Van thé dai that sau “Cau cling da tirng han, nhung la ba ndm trudc day, cau
da vao cung gip han mot lan...” Han ding mot chat, “tir d6 han thu cling da
phai nhat.”

Phai nhat? Vi sao? Liéu Nham Phong khong hiéu nhin vé phia cau.

Day mat cau c6 chut khich 1¢: “Neéu chau mudn biét dap an, lién tu minh di
mot chuyén ma hoi.”
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Chuwong 15

Xe ngua ding lai trude toa biét vién ngoai thanh. Lidu Nham Phong tran
dinh tinh than, 1ap tirc xuong xe, sai budc di vao tham do trai trudc canh ctra
16n dang mé rong.

Vira vao nha, han lién nhin thdy Ly Vii Duong dang chu miéng, guong mit
tran day tirc gian. Long cua han dang treo lo ling nhung nhd nhin thay than
anh nay ma cudi cung cling ha xudng.

“Vii Duong!” Han khé goi mot tiéng.

“Nham Phong?!” Nhin thay nguoi dén, Ly Vii Dwong lap tirc vot vao trong
vong nguc han, 6m chat lay co, “Thiép biét chang sé dén cuu thiép.”

Han 0m nang, nhe giong an a1, “Khong can phai so.”
9 v " 9 "

“Thiép khong so, chi 1a bon han bat phu nir va tré con...” Nhin théy Liéu
Nhuoc Van di phia sau hin, ngén tay cta nang lap tic hudng vao ddi
phuong, “Han chinh 1a thi linh cta bon chiing! Chang dung nhin dang dap
thanh t0 d6 ma nham, ky that tdm han khong c6 chat lwong thién nao. Chang
nhanh di bao quan di!”

“Do la cau cuata.”

“Thi€p quan han —” Nang sung sot, “Cai gi?!”

http://tieulun.hopto.org



“Do 1a cau cua ta.” Han mim cuoi, 1ap lai lan nira.

“Cau cua chang?” Nang suy tu mot chut, “D6 khong phai 1a...”

“Chinh 13 ho chi.” Hén tiép 10i.

Ho6 chu?! Nang nhay mat to, vé mat tran day kinh ngac. Bé ngoai Liéu
Nhuoc Van rd rang twong duong tudi ctia bon ho, gibng nhu ngu’(‘yi cfmg Itra.
Chi 13, diéu nay cling khong qua ky la, “nguoi” ¢ trong Mong Hon cdc, ngudi
nao ciing déu c6 may ngan nam tu hanh, v&i dao hanh may tram ndm khi nhin
thay ciing chi giéng mot dira bé.

“Cau.” Nang khong khach khi nhin vé phia Liéu Nhugc Van, “Cau bat
chau lam cai gi?”

“Ai bao cac nguoi d& phong qua nghiém ngit, ciu khéng vao dugc cua
16m, khong c6 co hoi gap rieng Nham Phong, khong thé 1am gi khac 14 ra ha
sach nay.” Liéu Nhuoc Van vé mit ty nhién ngdi xudng, nhap mot hép tra do
nguoi lam dua lén.

“Piéu ndy that vo 1y, thé cdu khong thé thong bao mot tiéng a?” Nang
khong tinh nguyén bi Nham Phong 16i kéo ngdi xudng, “Lam nhu vay doa
chét nguoi! Hon nita chau con...” Nghi dén viéc minh da thuong ho chii, nang
lo lang liéc Liéu Nham Phong mot cai.

Han nhiu may vdi nang.

“Thiép lay dao 1am cau bj thuong.” Nang nho giong thang than nhan toi.
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“Khong sao.” Han xoa nhe mat nang, muon nang khong can ban tam.

“Nham Phong!” Liéu Nhuoc Van sung s6t mot chut, dang vé¢ kinh ngac,

'79

“Nuong tir cia chau da thuong cau, nguoi lai chi n6éi hai chit — khong sao?!

“Néu kh()ng cdu con muén nhu thé nao dﬁy‘”’ Tudng cong khong trach cir,
Vi Duong glong nhu: lay duoc kim bai mién tir, noi chuyén 1ap tic 16n tiéng,
“Ai bdo cAu mudn tdn cong bat ngd? Vii Duong chi cho cidu mot dao nho
nhd, coi nhu cau c6 van khi tdt.”

Nghe dugc 10i ctia nang..., Liéu Nhuoc Van ngira dau cudi to. “Nham
Phong, nuong tir cua chau that thi vi. Theo 161 Vii Duong noi1, vay cau phai
boi to1 v&i cac chdu maéi phai.”

Nhitng nam gén day, mac du hin mat hét cong luc, nhung lai ct giéu mot
day nha & Giang Nam. Dya vao truc gidc nhay bén bam sinh, hin mua mot
dinh nui ngudi khac khong dé vao mat. Sau khi khai thac, moi nguoi méi biét
ngon nui von tdm thuong d6 lai cit gidu bao vat Kim Ngach phong phd.
(giong nhir vang cdc nang a)

Vi s¢ 10 than phan ra ngoai, hin lam viéc cuc ky khiém tdn, khong ngung
quan hé véi quan lai dia phuong va triéu dinh, cting nhau mua ban trang stc
bﬁng vang. Gan mét nim qua, hén tham chi con ¢ co hdi vao triéu dinh thiét
ké trang strc bang vang cho hoang hau, quy phi.

Véi may nam ngan ngui, han di théng tri mot phuong, bai vi mat hét phap
luc, cho nén chi ¢6 thé yén lang cho co hoi, cho co hdi bao thu.
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“Muén bdi t6i véi Vit Duong ciing rat don gian. Pau bép trong phu cau c6
thé 1am banh hoa mai khong?” Liéu Nham Phong néi.

“B4anh hoa mai?”’ Liéu Nhuoc Van khong hiéu nhin han.
. g

“Nuong tir cta ta dac bi€t yéu thich huong vi ctia banh hoa mai.” Han mim
cuoi, “Néu muon boi tdi, cau co thé ting mdt ban banh hoa mai.”

Tiép d6, Liéu Nhuoc Van gi6i thiéu may nguoi cho Liu Nham Phong,
nhitng nguoi nay déu 1a nguoi trong tdc nam d6 may man con song sot ma
han rat vat va méi tim duoc, bon ho cling trung thanh di theo bén canh han.

“Nhitng nim nay chung ta déu hoat dong & phuong Bac « C6 1& do da
budng long dugc tam trang, Liéu Nham Phong ciing néi nhiéu hon, “Trudng
ldo tim duoc mot son coc kha riéng biét va kin dao, 1am chd nghi ngoi lay
sttc cho ca doan nguoi. Néu biét cau con song, trudng 13o nhat dinh s& rat vui

220

Ve.

“Cau cling vay, khong thé cho doi thém ma muon gap trudng 13o roi. Boi
vu an mat tich di€u tra r0 rang, cau s€ di gap truong 130.”

Liéu Nham Phong gat dau mot cai, dua tay nhe lau di vun banh noi khoe
miéng cua Vii Duong, nhin nang boi vi théa man vé tinh than ma nang lén
khée miéng.

“Vé phan vao cung do hoi Thai tur, chau cling nén suy nghi mdt 1an.” Licu
Nhuoc Van noi.
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Ly Vii Duong hiéu rat rd phu quan ctia minh, biét hin bi anh hudng béi 10
noi cua cdu, trong 10ng mau thuan khong dut. Mic du han van giong nhu
binh thudng, nhung khi ho chi nhac téi Thai tir thi tay ciia han khong ty chi
dugc cu dong.

Nang tram mdc an banh hoa mai, mac du trong long c6 mudi phan to mo,
nhung cling biét rang c6 mot s6 chuyén khong nén 1dm mom khi khong dung
thoi diém.

“Thai tor mac bénh hi€ém ngh¢o, c6 1€ y thuat cua chau sé giup duogc.”

“Thién ha nhiéu danh y, han 14 Thai tr cao quy, muén dai phu nhu thé nao
ma khong c¢6? Néu Thai tir bénh thoi ky cudi, ngu y trong cung cling bo tay
hét cach, vay chdu cling khong thé 1am gi dé chita khoi cho 6ng ta.”

“Cau biét rd chau han hian.” Liéu Nhugc Van nhan nhat mé miéng, “Du
sao ciing déu do han ma ho toc mdi ton that nhiéu mang nhu vay. Nhung néi
mot cach khach quan thi, han cling chi 1a mot con co, séng v6i1 than phéan
Vuong gia, than bat do ky, giébng nhu ngudi mu bat di dén dau thi dén day,
han ciing 13 nguoi dang thuong.”

“Nguoi dang thuong?” Anh méat Liéu Nham Phong lanh 180, xoay minh
dtmg 1én, “Nam d6 chau kho s& chd han, vy ma doi lai 1a viéc mat di mau
than!” Dt 101, hdn xoay nguoi, kho nén tirc gian phay tay 4o bo di.

Ly Vii Duong tha d6i diia trong tay ra, di theo hin, “Cau, Vii Duong ciing
cao lui.”

“Vii Duong.” Thay nang dang mubn di theo hin, Lidu Nhuoc Van bén goi
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lai.

“Vang” Nang 1ap tirc theo 161 dung budc.

Anh mit tir 4i nhin vao d6i mat trong sang ctia nang. Mic du nang 13 thanh
vién cta hoang that, nhung 4n o4n nim d6 khong lién quan dén nang. Ging
suc kéo nang vao, cho nang tdi danh la viéc hén that sy khong thé lam, nén
chi can nang that 1ong bén canh Nham Phong, han sé& tiép nhan nang.

“Nham Phong... Lién giao cho chau thuyét phuc.”

Con mat Ly Vil Duong dao vong mot cai. Nang rat rd rang cach nhin cia
tudng cong minh d6i véi hoang that, nén khong chit nghi ngoi lién tir chdi
nha nhin, khong muén 6m chuyén cho phi strc lai con khong cé két qua tot
dep. “Cau, Vii Duong khong c6 kha niang thuyét phuc tuéng cong.”

Lidu Nhuge Van khoe miéng givong 18n, “Néu chau khong thé, thién ha
nay khong tim dugc nguoi khéac ro1.” Han thé dai, dat khoat no1 thang, “Chéau
co biét dwong kim Thai tir 1a ai khong?”

“Tam hoang huynh ctia phu vuong chau, ho Ly, tén c6 mét chit Hao.”

“Khong sai, nhung chau c6 biét han chinh 1a cha dé cia Nham Phong?”

Gio phut nay, Ly Vil Duong cam thdy may man minh vira méi cho banh
hoa mai vao mi¢ng, néu khong hién tai nang nhat dinh nghen tai chd.
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“Cha dé?!” Puong kim Thai tir... Khong thé nao?! “Vay han va phu vuong

2

“Han la chau rudt cua Ly Nhac.”

Tay cula nang chong 1én cai ban, phat hién chan cuia minh dang run, can
phal ngodi xubng, néu khong s& bi doa dén phai ngdi liét trén mat dat, bi béu
xau trudc mat moi nguoi.

“Su that nay khién chau khiép so 1a duong nhién. Nham Phong that su
khong mudn nhiac dén méi quan hé nay véi hoang dé, c6 tinh chon gidu trong
1ong, ciing luén tim cach trén tranh, khong cho chau biét. Nhung day 1a cai
coc gay ra an oan, nén hién tai cau mudn ndi cho chau r3.”

“Nam doé Ly Hao vi tim kiém danh y thay Thai hau chira tri ma gap duoc
Nhuoc Tuyét chinh 1a me cta han, hai nguoi hiéu nhau rdi mén nhau, khong
dé y dén anh mat moi nguoi ma dén bén nhau. Ma Ly Hao lya chon buong
tha ng01 vi hoang dé vi Nhuoc Tuyét, hai ngudi ¢ nhan gian trai qua may
nam song vui ve.”

“Sau do6 thi sao?”

“Ly Hao la Thai tir, hén c6 trach nhiém cta hin. Mot ngay, hin phung
ménh hdi cung, vdn di cho rang di mot 1at s& quay vé, tir d6 c6 thé mang theo
Nham Phong va Nhuoc Tuyét tré thanh mot doi vo chéng binh thuong,
nhung cubi cing... han khong tro lai.”

Ly Vi Duong nhiu may. “Cho nén Thai tir that sy 1a ngudi boi tinh?”
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Liéu Nhuoc Van yén ling mot luc, roi kho khin mé miéng, “Nam do
Nhuoc Tuyét dem Nham Phong giao cho cdu, khong dé ¥ moi chuyén mot
muc tim chong, mai biét Ly Hao bi giam 10ng, nhung ciing vi vdy méi dé cho
than phan ho yéu ctia minh bi phat hién, dan dén du loai nghi¢p chudng...”

“Cho nén, néu phai trach ai do, thi co 1& nén trach long nguoi hiém ac, tao
hoa tréu nguoi. That ra thi... mudi ndm trude Thai tir ¢3 phat dién roi. Nhing
nam gan day han van bi giam long trong cung, ngudi khong gidng nguoi, quy
khong gidng quy... Khong phai han khong can Nham Phong, ma 1a han cin
ban quén mat minh con c6 mot dra con. Cho nén cdu méi ndi véi Nham
Phong, cdu khong han Ly Hao ma thuong hai han.”

“Nhitng diéu ndy Nham Phong hoan toan khong biét, nhung ngudi d6 du
sao cling 1a cha han. Mudn hin nguoi sinh ra hin, ciu tin tudng trong long
Nham Phong ciing khong hé dé& chiu. Hién tai néu han chiu di gip cha han
mdt 1an, co thé sé thoai mai hon ma hiéu duoc dung tam cua cau.”

Nghe 101 néi ciia Liéu Nhuoc Van, trong long Ly Vii Duong doét nhién
dang 1én cam giac bat an, sac mat tai di, cam thay chodng vang dau oc, ca
ngudi cd chut khong thoai mai.

“Vii Duong?” Liéu Nhugc Van phat hién sic mat nang dot nhién trang
xanh, lo lang nhin nang.

“Cau, chau khong sao.” Nang cb gang dé xudng lo lang trong 1ong. Mdi
khi nang c6 cam giac ky la nay thi cho thay sdp c6 chuyén xay ra.

Trong dau dot nhién hién 1én hinh anh dém d6 tuyét bay day troi, cha me
nang mot di khong tré lai, di Linh sau d6 can dan cacudc doi nang ciing
khong duoc dé cap téi chuyén ctia cha me. Ma ngay dém do, trudng lao ho
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toc va phu vuong nang tat ca déu dang tim kiém Liéu Nham Phong — con
cua duong kim Thai tir, chdu rudt cia phu vuong nang...

Trong nay co6 lién hé?

Long nang chan dong, voi vang phu dinh ¥ niém trong dau. Lam sao c6 thé
c6 lién quan? Nhat dinh l1a nang da suy nghi lung tung. Cha nang tir bi, mau
than diu dang, lam sao li€én quan dén moi thu nay...

“Cau yén tam, chau biét phai lam nhu thé nao.” Nang dung 1én, dé nén
than thé khong thodi mai xoay nguoi céo lui.

Vira ra bén ngoai, nang lién nhin thiy Nham Phong dung noi cira chinh doi
nang. Nhin bong lung cia han, long cua nang rat chat.

Nang biét han c6 mot qua khir bi thuong, lai khong ngd t6i tat ca déu 1a do
bat dac di. Co6 1€ do phai trai qua chuyén nhu thé nén da tao cho han ca tinh
tram mdc lanh lung. Nang dau long vi han chiu kho, cling muon trg gitp han.

Nang di veé phia han, 6m chét than nguoi tir phia sau, dau dya vao lung cua
han.

Tay ctia hin vd nhe nang, hai ngudi yén ling khong c6 md miéng.

“Chiing ta trd vé Can Vuong phu théi.” Khong bao 1au nang nhe giong nodi
ra.
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Liéu Nham Phong gt dau, cling khong hudng cau cdo biét, lién mang theo
nang lén xe ngua da chuan bi ro1 di.

“Cau mai vira noi cho thiép biét, thi ra 1a chang 1a con rudt cua duong kim
Thai tr.” Xe ngua chay duoc mot doan duong, nang rot cudc cling chu dong
mo miéng.

Yén lang mot lac 1au, Lidu Nham Phong khé thé dai, “Ta ciling khong cb
Itra gat nang chuyén cha dé cua ta la ai, khong ndéi thuc ra 1a vi ta cam thay
khong dang nhac té1.”

“Thiép hiéu.” Nhin han huéng vé minh giai thich, anh mat nang diu dang
ngan 101 hén lai, trén mat hién 1én nu cudi tha thir, “Cha me cua chang la ai
khong quan trong, du sao thiép biét c6 lic chang cling khong biét ho tén cha
me minh 1a gi. Cai thiép quan tdm, duy nhat chi c6 mot nguoi 1a chang.”

Lo1 nd1 ctia nang qua that da an ui trai tim hin. Han hit mét hoi that su,
ngung lai trai tim dang chay loan.

Nhin day mat hin 16e 1én tia s6 kho, trong long nang ciing ¢6 mot hoi kho
sO, chi c6 thé om chit 14y hin. Oan mot ngudi 1 sy dau kho, ma lai 1a cha
rudt ciia minh, han lam sao that tim vui vé day.

Nang nhe giong mé miéng, “Mac k¢ chon kinh ky c6 nhu thé nao, trong
hoang cung vinh vién c6 mdt ngon den dau sang danh cho chang.”

Nghe duoc 101 ciia nang..., Liéu Nham Phong cui dau liéc mdt cai, “Nang
muodn noi gi?”
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Anh mat cia nang khoéa chat vao nguoi han, “Chang cho rang thi€p muon
noi cai gi.”

“Nang tinh toan muon ta tién cung?”

“Vao cung hay khong, do chang hoan toan quyét dinh.” Nang khé vudt ve
mit ctia hian noi, “Thiép tir nho khong cha khéng me, mic du may mén co
phu vuong va di Linh thuong yéu, nhung kho tranh khoi ¢ chit nubi tiée.
Lo1 noi cua cau khong phai khong cé 1y, nguoi no du sao cling 1a ngudi sinh
ra chang, cho nén chang vi sao khong cho minh co hdi di xem mdgt chut? Du
liéc mét cai cling t6t.”

Liéu Nham Phong trim mic.

“Nham Phong,” Nang 6n nhu néi tiép: “Tam c6 thé 1am thién dudng, ciing
c6 thé 1am dija nguc, do goi la tam thién co thé thanh Phat, tAm ta 13 thanh ma,
yéu ghét déu do tAm ma sinh ra. Nghi nhu thé ndo, lam nhu nao, lién xem tdm
tudng cong tu nhan ra ma chon lya.”

Tay cua han dat trén tay nang, chuyén chu nhin nang, “Ta chi biét mot su
that — han hai chét me ta.”

“Co mot s6 viéc khong thé chi nhin theo mot chiéu don gian. Néu chang
that su 1a ngudi vo tim, hom nay nghi dén cha me ciing s& khong dau 10ng
nhu vay, néu trong tim khong dau, hom nay thiép ciing s& khong noi chuyén
vao cung voi chang. Ciing vi chang kho chiju, thiép méi hy vong chang di lam
nhing viéc khong khién ban than kho chiu nira.”

Cho du dang phién long, nhung nghe dén 15i ndi cua nang..., hin van
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khong nhin dugc nhéch 1én khoe miéng.

“Nham Phong,” Nang nhe nhang kéu tén, biét han ludn thich nang dung
ngit diéu nhu thé ndy dé goi minh, “Chang mat di mau than, chang phai ciing
nhu ciu mat di mudi muodi sao? Nhung cdu da chiu m¢ mi¢ng xin tha thir cho
Thai tir, chimg té trong d6 phai ¢ an tinh. Néu mudn lay duoc dap an, chang
chi can vao cung mdt chuyén 1a dugc. Nhung néu mudn han... chang ciing
phai c6 mot 1y do chir? Ché quay dau lai méi phat hién ra minh han muoi
nim ciing chi 13 hiéu 1am, ddy ching phai 12 oan chét nguoi sao?”

Han hit sau mot cai, 6m lay nang, cui dau hon nhe tran nang.

Trong chdp nhoang ndy, nang nhin thdy su thodi mai trén mat han. Nang
khé mim cuo1, bi€t trong long hdn da cé quyét dinh.

Han s€ di vao cung, ma khong biét dang trudc co cai gi dang cho doi hai
nguoi.
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Chuwong 16

Trong vién ctia ndi cung, trang tron vanh vanh, ngdéi sao 16e sang.

Dung nhu Ly Vi Duong ndi, than phan ctua nang 1a tré ngai, nhung ciing
c6 thé 1a tro lyc. Néu khong 6 nang, Liéu Nham Phong mudn vao cung mot
chuyén chi c6 thé xong vao luc dém khuya, ngd nhd bi phat hién thi that su
16n chuyén vo cing. Bay gid bon ho cam 1énh bai ciia Can Vuong phi, ¢ thé
quang minh chinh dai ngdi ¢ trong xe ngwa, dudi sy dan dit cua thi vé thuan
lo1 di vao Pong cung.

Liu Nham Phong hoan toan trAim mic, tim tu mau thuin. P4 nhiéu nim,
tu tinh canh ngay hom dé han khong bao gio nghi té1 viéc cung phu than gap
mat.

Hinh nhu nhin ra trong 10ng hian c6 cam xuc kho 1y giai, Ly Vii Duong
dem ban tay nho bé dé vao trong long ban tay cua han.

Han chi dau nhin nang, chi thay nang né nu cuoi day diu dang.

diendanlequydon.com

Xe ngya dung ¢ trude cung dién Pong cung. Bon ho Xuéng xe, leo 1én bac
thang, di vao trong cung di¢n.

Peén bén trong dd gan tan, Liéu Nham Phong thiy rat nhiéu rém cira bay
bay theo gid. Pong cung to nhu vay lai khong bay bién nhiéu do, ngon dén
dau chap chon, chot sdng chot tat, khong khi mang theo mot chut am tram
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kinh khung.

Han dang trong tinh trang mat hon, thi mot nam tir gy tro xwong di dén
trudc mat han, vé mat that tha, sau khi nhin thay nguoi vao thi thay doi.

“Pi ra ngoai!” Han hudng bon ho rong to, “Nuong tir cua ta dang ngu, cac
nguoi s€ am 7 dén nang, toan bd di ra ngoai!”

“Thai tor gia,” May nam nay cham soc cudc song cua Ly Hao 1a thai giam
Ngo6 Pao van lang lang dung & mot bén: “La Quan chia Vi Duong va Quan
ma gia cia Can Vuong phu cau kién!”

“Can Vuong phu...” Ly Hao 1am bam, may chit nay han vira quen thudc lai
vua xa la. “Can Vuong phu?”

“Dung vay, Can Vuong phu,” Y cua Ngdb Dao 1a bao bon ho tién 1én, “La
hoang d¢ cua Thai tir gia! Nguoi td1 hom nay la con ré cua Vuong gia, la
Quan ma gia nhung cling la dai phu c6 y thuat gioi.”

“Pai phu?” Ly Hao c¢6 chut mé mang, ngdi & trén ghé hoi: “Pai phu... Tai
sao muodn dai phu?”

Suy nghi trong dau nhu chdp 16e sang, hian giong nhu tro lai muoi nam
trudc, mot man trén dai di€én — nuong tur bi tréi chat kéo 1én dién, cd nguodi
1a mau, chi con mot hoi tho thoi thop...

“Xin ciru nuong tir cua ta. Pai phu, nguoi c6 thé ctru nwong tir sao?” Ly
Hao d6t nhién quy xudng truéc mat Li€éu Nham Phong, bat lay 4o cua han,
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“Ctru nang! Cau xin nguoi ctru nang! Nang chay rat nhi€éu mau...”

Canh tuong nay nhu sét danh tring ddu Lidu Nham Phong, mit hin tai
nhot, dau oc trong rong, nhin cha quy trén mat dat dap dau vé phia minh,
khong biét nén lam sao.

Trong tri nhd cha hin d3 timg phong khoang hao sang, than thai phan khai,
tai sao lai bién thanh bd dang nay? Duong nhu bi nhot trong thoi gian dai da
dem tat ca sinh lyc ctia han mang di.

“Thai tir gia, ngai ding 1én di.” Ngo Pao luéng cudng tay chan d& chi tir
ding 1én, “Thai tr gia dirng nong vo1, Quan ma gia nhat dinh s€ ctru nguot.”

Mait may Ly Hao tiéu tuy bi thai gidm do 1€n trén ghé, hai mat dam dam,
tinh than hoang hot.

Ngb Pao phai ngudi 1ap tirc dbt lai anh nén sap bi gio thoi tit. Anh sang
chiéu sang 1én toan bo can phong, cling xua tan mot tia &m lanh.

O duéi anh dén, moi ngudi nhin dang ngudi manh dé cua Ly Hao, Lidu
Nham Phong kho6 nén rung dong.

Ly Vii Duong dtng bén canh hian, mic du ciing bi gidt minh, nhung nang
chua tirng quén muc dich cua chuyén di nay. Nang tién 1én, khé kéo vat 4o
ctia han.

Tinh than ctua han 1ap tic tr& ve, budc 1én phia trude, ngoi vao cai ghé bén
canh Ly Hao.
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Ngo Dao ngac nh1en nhin Liéu Nham Phong gan nhu vay, dang dap nguoi
nay that tun ta, rit c6 phong thai cta Thaéi tir lic tré tudi.

Anh mat cua han lai nhin vé phia Liéu Nham Van da dan bon ho dén day,
biét 0 ngudi nay la ai bén cui dau to le.

Niam d6 han di theo Thai tor dén Linh son, cau xin than y Trinh Tay Tir
xuéng nti chan bénh cho Thai hau, cho nén méi c6 co hoi gap duoc Nhuoc
Tuyét, mot giai nhan nhu nudc uyén chuyén thanh tao, ciing lam trai tim cta
Thai tr rung dong.

Tt dau té1 cuoi, han déu dirng mdt bén, nhin moi lvong duyén dén roi di,
nhung sy phat trién cudi cung lai 1a canh tuong Thai tr mot minh dau kho &
trong cung.

Ué6c chimg ba nim truée, Liéu Nham Van di ting xong vao Dong cung
lac dém khuya, van doi ca dém ¢ trong nay. Pém hom do, han d3 cung dai
thai giam noé1 chuyén rat nhiéu, biét dugc sy ¢d nam do, thd dai mot hoi.
Song gié trong cung cAm that kho luong — hém nay gidu cé, ngdy mai ca
nha bi tich thu tai san thanh ké pham t01, ai cling khong doan trudc dugc
twong lai sé xdy ra chuyén gi.

Néu co thé thay d6i bdi canh, Théi tir co thé tu do tu tai cung véi Nhuogc
Tuyét, 1am mot d6i vo chong binh thudng thi hay biét may. Chi tiéc han 1a
thién tr tuong lai, mac du hén cam tam tinh nguyén tr bo ngdi vi, nhung van
c6 nguoi nghi moi bién phap dé bat han.

Vi vay, cudi cung da dan dén mot canh twong dam mau trong dai dién.
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Ng6 Pao nhin Nhugc Tuyét cO6 nuong bi thuong nang & dai di¢n, bi mot
kiém cua qubc su danh guc ¢ trudc mat cia Thai tir, lac chét bién thanh
nguyén hinh ctia bach ho, con bi moi nguoi roc xuong loc thit, chét khong
toan thay.

Pang thwong hon 13 mot con hé tinh dic dao nghin nim, quay dau lai tro
thanh mdt cai xac cua yéu ho.

Ma mdt man kinh hoang nhu vay ciing lam cho Thai tr tr¢ nén dién loan.
Muoi nam tro1 qua, nguoi da phai song dién cuong nhu vay gitta chon nhan
gian.

“Ngd cong cong,” Lieu Nhuge Van xoay nguoi, nhan nhat bd lai mot cau,
“Han la con cua Nhuogc Tuyét.”

Nghe dugc cau nay, than hinh Ng6 DPao ciing do. Vay do khong phai la
con cta Thai tir sao? Nhin Liéu Nham Phong chuyén chil bat mach cho Thai
tir, trai tim han tré nén kich dong.

Nim d6 Théi tir biét rd dira bé ctia minh va Nhuoc Tuyét sé khong nhan
dugc sy don nhan cua hoang that cho nén lua chon mang dira bé di cung voi
Nhuoc Tuyét, séng tu tai & chon nhan gian nhu do61 vg chéng binh thuong,
khéng can vinh hoa pha quy, chi 1a cubi cung tao hoa tréu nguoi...

Hanh dong diét ho tdc clia qudc su, hin ciing c6 nghe néi, con tudng rang
dtra bé nay da bi thai su giét chét roi, khong ngod con sdng rat tot, hon nira
con hién ngang manh m&. Néu c¢6 mot ngay Théi tir phuc hoi tri nhd, vay
cling may man con ¢ dira con nhu nay.
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“Nham Phong, Thai tir giao cho chau, cau chd & bén ngoai.” Liéu Nhuogc
Van di ra ngoai dién. Khong khi noi nay lam han sau ndo. Nhin thiy Ly Hao,
con tudng rang han ta s& 1am nén mot moi tinh dep d& nhung cudi cung mudi
mudi lai chét tham.

“Han...” Liéu Nham Phong d¢ nén kich dong trong long, khong nhin dugc
hoi: “Bo dang nay da bao 1au?”

“Chung muoi nam.” Ngb Pao cung kinh tra 161.

Han sung sot, “Mudi ndm?”

“Da, sau khi Nhuoc Tuyét chét, Thai tir gia lién thay ddi thanh bd dang
nay. Thai tir gia thin phan cao quy, tin ngudi bi bénh khong thé truyén ra
ngoai, chi s¢ dao dong dén quéc thé cta dat nudc, khong ai dam loan ngon,
chi s¢ dua t61 hoa sat than. Nhuoc Tuyét cO nuong néu trén troi ¢6 linh... théy
Thai tir gia tinh cam sau dam nhu vy v&i nang, ciing coi nhu khong udng
cudc doi nay.”

Nghe dugc tén cia Nhuoc Tuyét, trén khuon mat that tha cua Ly Hao dot
nhién xuét hién may nét dju dang. Hin dot nhién dimg day di vé phia noi
duong, trong miéng thi thim 1am bam: “Nuwong tir cla ta dang goi ta rdi.
Nuong tu, ta to1 day.”

“Nguoi ding voi... Tir tir di, can than bi thuong...”

Ng6 Dao 1ap tirc bao hai thai gidm theo sau.
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“Néu khong tirc gian, Thai tor gia s€ c6 bd dang nay.” No6i nhu vay han
khong nhin duoc lién thd dai, “Han cho rang Nhuoc Tuyét ¢c6 nuong van
chua co6 chét, con co thé thi tho doi cau véi han, c6 thé ddnh dan cung nhau

29

“Nam ma Nhuoc Tuyét c6 nwong mat di, that ra Thai tir gia may lan di tu
tu, nhung déu duoc ciru. CO6 mot 1an, Thai tir gia dap dau vao cot, sau khi tinh
lai, nguoi khong hé tim dén cai chét nira, nhung lai bién thanh bd dang nay,
cho 1a Nhuoc Tuyét chua chét. Co 18 chi ¢6 nhu vay, Thai tr gia méi c6 thé
tim dugc khoang thoi gian vui vé va hanh phtc thoi.”

Trong long ctia Liéu Nham Phong nhu bi duc mot cai hd. Thi ra chan
tudng that sy chinh la cha han khong phai la khong mudn han, ma 1a da quén
mat han. B&i vi long cua cha sém da di theo me....

Vi Duong khong néi dugc 101 nao, lang 1€ roi I€.

Anh mat Ngo Pao phitc tap nhin Liéu Nham Phong, that su khong biét
xung ho thé nao véi nguoi c6 cung huyét mach voi hoang dé. Nho té61 Hoa
Trac, han cling lo lang cot nhuc cua Thai tir bi phat hi¢n, s€ dua t&i hoa sat
than.

“Quan ma gia,” Cudi cung hin chon mét cach goi an toan, “Pung han Thai
tor gia, nguoi cling chi 1a mgt ké dang thuong. Nam d6 Thai tr gia tuan 1énh
hoéi cung, khong phai 12 khong mudn & cing Nhuoc Tuyét, ma 13 nguoi con
c6 trach nhiém & déy, phai hdi cung 1dnh ménh mot chut, nao biét nguoi s& bi
giam long, khong duoc roi khoi hoang cung... Hién tai, nguoi bi bién thanh
bd dang nay, néu mudn ra cung tim Quin ma gia... Chi so ciing khong tim
dugc duong di.”
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Liéu Nham Phong khong biét noi gi, chi c¢6 thé lang ling nhin Ly Hao,
gidng nhu d3 timg quen biét nhung ciing rat xa la.

Ng6 Dao hit thd sdu, mong doi hoi: “Quan ma gia, Thai tr gia... con clu
duoc chu?”

Liéu Nham Phong néi khong ra 1&i, 4anh mat nhin cha cach dé khong xa, nu
cuoi diu dang, cha giong nhu dang no61 chuyén voi nuong tor & mot the gioi
khéc.

Trong long hin nong 1én, mii cay cay, do6 la mot loai kho so, déng thoi
cling 1a thoai mai.

Han d3 ting han cha han khong bao vé duoc me, nhung quay dau lai mai
phat hién, cha chi 1a mot con c0, tién khong dugc lui cling khong xong, kho
sO& gap tram l1an so véi han.

Han im ling dimg 1én, dat Vii Duong dang roi 1& ra khoi hoang cung lanh

1€0.

Vinh hoa pht quy c¢6 duoc ¢ noi nay, thuc té lai cat gidu rat nhiéu chua
x6t. Pay 1a noi me han ra di, cling 1a noi cha khong tim thay 161 ra.

Gi6 dém thoi téi, thdi qua nude mat chua kho trén mit han. Nhin cung
dinh rong 16n cling chi khién long ngudi cam thay c6 don, trong vang.

Trong xe ngua, khong c6 tiéng thd manh, mdt minh di v€ phia bén ngoai
cung dién, bén ngoai cura so chi cd tiéng gi6 gao thét va tiéng vo ngua.
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Ly Vii Duong biét hian c6 ndi buon khé noi, tay nang cam chit tay cua han,
cho han sy an u1 khong tiéng dong.

Xe ngwa dang mudn di dén cong VS Mon thi dot nhién dimg lai.

Than thé nang lung lay, Liéu Nham Phong v6i vang vin nang.

“Than, Hoa Trac cau kién!”

Nghe thiy 4m thanh nay, mit ciia ba ngudi trén xe ngua bién sac.

Nét mit Liéu Nhugce Van hét stc kho coi, “Cau khong thé thay han, han sé
nhan ra cau.”

Ly Vi Duong nghe vay, con nguoi hoi thu lai.

Liéu Nham Phong 14y lai tinh than trudc, dua tay vo vO nang, “Nang doi ¢
cho nay.” Ro61 sau d6 khong dgi Vii Duong phan rng, vé mat cia han trong
nhu khong c6 gi di xudng xe.

Déi v6i ké dimg ngoai kia, tam ly cua Ly Vi Duong ludn phat sinh chan
ghét. Tat ca nguyén nhan cia sy bat hanh déu do ban than hin gy ra, vong
twong ham vinh hoa, nghi dén day, nang lién siét chit qua dam.

Liéu Nham Phong lang ling nhin thi vé ngin budc di cua minh, nam tir
trung nién khi thé dling manh than méac truong y ding trudc mat han, chinh la
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Hoa Trac.

Pay mat hin thoang qua tia lanh lung, nhin mét than d6i phuong tén quy,
twa nhu thong bao thién ha sy ton quy cia minh, nhung han c6 duoc ngay
hom nay, 1a dung vo s huyét 1€ ma doi duge, trong d6 con bao gobm cha me
ctia han.

“Vi ndy, c6 phai 1a ré hién cua Can Vuong gia khong?” Hoa Trac quan sat
Liéu Nham Phong, qua nhién gidng véi tin tirc cua Can Vuong phi, dang dap
nay rat giong Thai ta.

C6 thé sao? Han nghi tham. Nghiét chung cua Thai tir nim d6 khong chét?

Anh mit cia Nham Phong cach han c6 mot chut, trong mat rd rang day sur
lanh lung.

Mang theo thi vé Kim Khoi Ngan Giap, Hoa Trac hoi cao ngao chao mot
cai, “Than Hoa Trac, bai kién Quan ma gia. Vi than ca gan xin hoi... Quan
ma gia dém khuya vao cung tham Thai tir 1a vi chuyén gi?”

Ngbi trong xe ngua, Ly Vii Duong lanh ling mé miéng, “Quén ma gia bdi
Ban Quan chu vao cung xem Thai tir mot chut, cling khong dugc sao?”

“Than khong dam.” Hoa Trac nhin hudéng xe ngua néi: “Chi 1a Thai tir
bénh nang, khong nén ti€p kién nguoi.”

“Ban Quan chu cam thay Thai tir gia tot vO cung.” Thanh &m cua nang
khong 16n, “Ta mét méi ro1, phai vé phu, xin quoc su nhuong duong mot
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chut.”

“Gan ddy yéu ta lam loan, vi an nguy, than phai luc soat trong xe, dé tranh
khong nén xuat hién nguoi la trong cung.”

Ly Vi Duong gian dir noi: “Qudc su dang 4m hi¢u Ban Quan chu s€ lam
loan cung dinh sao?”

“Than khong ddm.” Hoa Trac nghi mgt dang n6i mdt néo, giong nodi cao
ngao, cho thay trong mat khong c6 nguoi, “Chi 1a than can than, s¢ cd nguoi
la lac vao.”

Mot cai chp mit tiép theo, Liéu Nham Phong bat dugc tay han dang tinh
kéo man xe.

“Quan ma gia, ddy 1a chirc trach cua than, xin dimg 1am kho ha than.” Anh
mat han lanh I€o, dang dinh phan kich, nhung dong tac dung lai vi thay Vi
Duong xudng xe.

“Lén mat!” Nang gian ditr mang mo mot tiéng, khuén mit kiu my cho
thay nang khong vui. “Con khong dung tay?”

Hoa Trac théy gial nhan xuét hién trudc mat, cap mét khong khoi nhiu lai.
Cap mat long lanh nhu nuéc cta han nhu ndi rd, & trén ngudi nang, han nhin
thdy giai nhan phuong nam uyén chuyén diu dang khién ngudi khac rung
dong, cam giac nay rat quen thudc, gidng nhu Thuy Tam da chét — ngudi
han muén lay nhat cudc doi nay nhung lai khéng dugc.
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“Nguoi — han khong khoi nhin ngay dai.

Anh mat cua han lam ca nguoi nang khong thoai mai, chan may cau lai,
“Can r0! Con chua tranh ra!”

“Tranh, than di nhién tranh...” Mac du miéng noi nhu vay, nhung mat han
van nhin cham cham nang khong tha.

V¢ mat Nham Phong lanh 1€o, tién 1én chan lai tim mat cua han.
Hoa Trac cam thay khong thich Liu Nham Phong.

“Nhin chdm chdam Quéan chtia nhu vdy, c6 ding vdi than phan cua quoc
su.” Thanh am lanh lanh cua han trong dém t61 khé givong 1€n.

Mat miii Hoa Trac c6 chut khong nhin duoc, ru mét thép Xuéng, “Tin don
Quan chtia qudc sac thién huong, hom nay vua thay, qua nhién danh bat hu
truyén.”

“Vii Duong di 1a thé tir ciia Liéu md, quoc su xin ty trong.”

“Di nhién.” Anh mat rii xudng cua Hoa Trac kh€ 16e 1én mdt tia &m dao,
“Day la di nhién.”

“Ta va Quan chua da mét moi, mudn vé phu nghi ngoi, quoc su co thé hay
khong nhuong 1617 Gigng no6i cia Nham Phong da nhan nhat héa khi.
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Hoa Trac dang mudn mé miéng, nhung lai bi Ly Vii Duong vuot 1én trude
mot budc.

“Pém d3 khuya, Ban Quan chu khong mudn giy chuyén, néu truyén vao
trong tai hoang thuong, quay nhic€u thanh gia, do1 véi quoc su cling khong co
chd tot, cho nén khong bing chiing ta déu thoi lui mdt bude, nhu thé nao?”

Hoa Trac cudi mdt tiéng voi nang, “Quan chiia da md miéng, than nhu thé
nao lai khong cho Quan chtia mat miii? Puogc roi, cac nguoi di di.”

Mic du trén mat hin mang theo nu cuodi, nhung anh mat lai khién nang
cam thay khong thodi mai, dot nhién nang cam thay hoa mat, ngay sau do
than thé lao ddo nga xudng.

Liéu Nham Phong nhanh mat nhanh tay d& nang, “Vii Duong?”

“Khong c6 viéc gi.” Nang khong mubn phtc tap, néu hin ta phat hién s&
khong tot, “Chung ta di thé1.” RO rang dnh mat cua han ta dang khoa chat
trén nguo1 nang, nhung nang khong c6 y dinh suy nghi nhiéu.

Nguoi nay khong tot... Nhé toi 101 nodi cua di Linh, nang thinh linh rung
minh mét cai, nén tranh nguoi ndy cang xa cang tot, nhung nang lai dung
phai dbi phuong, két qua s& 1a binh yén vo su hay 14 tai hoa budng xudng,
nang ciing khong biét dap an.

Mit Liéu Nham Phong lanh di, dem nang lén xe. Noi nay la cAm dia hoang
cung, cho nén han chi c6 thé nhin tirc, khong thém so do 4nh mat ham muon
cua Hoa Trac véi nang.
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Anh mat ctia Hoa Trac van dung lai trén nguoi Vi Duong, khi nang 1én xe
ngua sy chu ¥ ctia han lai dat trén su 16e sang dudi anh trang cua day bac.

Day bac nay... Hin nheo lai 4nh mét do xét can than, cho do Nham Phong
khong khach khi ngin hin lai, nhung hin van nhin chim chim nhu cii.

Day la thanh vat ctia Hic té tu, nhung lai ¢ trén nguoi cia Vi Duong? Nhu
vay, di€u nay dai bi€u mdt chuyén...

Khoe miéng han khé nang 1én, rd rang sau khi deo thanh vat nay 1én, ngudi
no c6 nang luc tién dodn cling mat hét. Chi 1a khong van dé gi, dén luc dé han
s€ nghi bién phap bo day bac nay xuong.

Luc nay, hin khong khéng ché duoc su kich dong, ngtra dau cuoi to, da
som khong con quan tdim Liéu Nham Phong c6 phai 1a nghiét ching cua
mudi ndm trude khong. Du sao 140 hoang dé bénh sap chét, Thai tir dién dién
khung khung, ma Nham Phong tam phan khong c6 thanh tyu gi 16m, cho nén
han khong ngai doi Vit Duong quay lai roi dén bén canh han.

Quan chua giai nhan tuyét sac, han mudn chac roi!

Pém da khuya, Ly Vii Duong khong hé budn ngu, nang mat hon ngdi ¢
trudc guong dong, hon nhién khong cam thay thoi gian bat giac tréi qua.

Liéu Nham Phong di t6i phia sau nang, tay nhé nhe dit trén vai nang.

Nang lay lai tinh than, &nh mat nhin han, chdm rai 16 ra mot cai mim cuoi.
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“Thé nao con chua ngu?”

“Cho chang.” Nang no6i nhe mdt cau, kéo han ngoi xudng, “Chang ciing
mét mo1 ro1?”

Han lac dau.

“Cau va chang noi cai gi?”

Hin yén lang mot 1at, mao1 no6i: “Cau hi vong ta co thé ra tay, dé cho phu
than khoi phuc tri nhé.”

Nang diu dang nhin khuén mat tuan my cua han, “Co6 phai chang khong
mudn?”

“Ta chi 1a khong muon lam khé nguoi.”

“Lam kh6?” Pap 4n nay lam nang c6 chit ngoai y muodn.

“Phy vuong néu song trong thé gidi ciia minh cam thay vui vé, sao phai cb
gang kéo ngudi ra ngoai? Pung nhu Ngb céng cong nodi, hin may lan tim cai
chét, cubi cung vi b1 dién ma tim dugoc mot duong séng, mot khi tinh tao,
nguoi phai tiép nhan tat ca, tiép nhan cai chét ciia mau than ta, tiép nhan ngoi
vua ma nguoi tranh né.”

Nguoi doi ldy lap trudng ctia minh dé nhin vao ngudi khac, nhung lai
khong nghi t&i, chd ho coi trong lai khong chic 1a chd trin bao trong mit

http://tieulun.hopto.org



nguoi ta. Mot ngoi vi Thai tir c6 thé thay doi can khon, hé6 mua goi gio, doi
v6i phu veong ma noi, ¢ [€ cling chi 1a ganh ning.

“Hoa Trac trong nhiéu nim da cam ré, bd cuc ¢ nhiéu noi, hién tai ré da
sau 14 da tot, cau cho 1a con duong duy nhit ngin can dugc hin, 1a dé cho
phu than khoi phuc tri nhé, di nhan chic Thai tu, lac do ching ta cling khong
lo khong c6 co hoi giét han.”

“Suy tinh cta cau khong phai khong c6 dao 1y, chi 1a thiép cam thiy c6 van
de... Thai tir bi dién, dang 1& nén phé bo ngdi vi, nhung chuyén nay lai git kin
khong néi ra, ngay ca phu vuong clng khong n01 v6i thiép... Néu han that
mudn 1én ngoi, tai sao mot co hoi phé Théi tir tot nhu vay, han lai khong
lam?”

“Quoc c6 quoc phap, néu han xung dé lam bay, td1 muu phan sé€ roi trén
dau han, han mudn phan phai nhan co hoi dé khoi nghia, khong bang han cho
thot co dén, d€ ngdi mat an bat vang.”

“Thai tir phi muoi nam trude tung sinh ha mot nam tir, cling 1a chdu ngoai
ciia hin, néu phé Thai ttr, vdy tuong lai ngdi vi s& khong & trén dau han.
Puong kim Thanh thuong tudi gia bénh cii tai phat, néu trong nhiing ngay
cudi doi, Thai tir bi dién, han c6 thé thuan thé diéu khién ngdi vi ma dua bé
ngoi 1én, luc d6, mac du han khong xung dé, thién ha giéng nhu bi hian dua
cot trong long ban tay.”

“Phy vwong cta nang luc iy chic di du doan dén nay dlem neu khong
cling khong chon di bién cuong, nham maét 1am ngo, dang tiéc cudi cung van
bi cudn vao trong d6, tiép nhan an bai cudi biéu mudi ctia han. Noi d& nghe 13
than cang thém than, that ra cling chi la mdt loai dé cung cd thé lye.”
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“Khé trach phu vuong thiép khong hoa thuan véi Pai Vuong phi, tat ca 1a
do han, chi vi tdam dia cia minh, lam cho tir thuong v6 so6, han that dang chét.
Mot ngay nao do, thi€ép nhat dinh giup chang tu tay gi€t han!”

Nghe dugc 16i n6i phan no luc tic gisn cia nang, han khong tu chu khé
nhéch khoe miéng 1én.

Nhin nu cuoi hién 1€n trén mat han, nang cling nang 1én khée moi. Nang
vuon tay 6m chdt lay han, “DPung cuoi, thi€p noi that.”

“Nang?” Hin khong nhin dugc cuodi ra tiéng, “Tinh lai di.”

“Ché xem thuong thiép.”

“Nang c6 tam y nay, trong long vi phu da cam dong sau sac roi.”

“Ping quén hom nay nhd thiép ra mit ma han da dé chung ta di.”

Nhac t6i chuyén ndy, trong long Liéu Nham Phong ciing nghi ngo. Néu
han c6 cong lyc ma trudng ldo da noi, vay chiac han da som biét co cau trén
xe ngua, cho nén maéi chan duong bon hg, nhung cudi cung lai vi Vi Duong
ra mdt ma budng tay? Pay thuc ra 1a vi sao?

Nang dam nhe trén vai han, “Vi cha me va toc nhan ctia chang, c6 co hdi
thiép nhat dinh giét han, con c6 be phai cia han nam dd, mdt nguoi cling
khong bé qua.”
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Han khong dap 101, chi nhin dang vé cam phan ctia nang ma lac dau.

“Vé phan chita tri cho Thai tir...” Thanh 4m cia nang d6t nhién tram
xudng, “Chang so Thai tir nhd t6i qua khtr, nhé t6i me chang, s& dang 1én kho
sO trong ddy 10ng... Néu thiép 1a chang, xac thuc ciing s& c6 cam giac kho ca
d6i dudng. Chi 13, coi nhu toan thién ha déu cho chang biét lam viéc 16n phai
¢6 sy hy sinh, nhung sy hy sinh 4y c6 dang gia hay khong thi phai do chang
quyét dinh. Chang néi chita thi chita, khong chita thi khong chita, mic ké
ngudi trong thién ha noi gi, thiép vinh vién déu ding vé phia cta chang.”

Thanh 4m kién dinh cta nang truyén vao trong tai han, nang tya sat han
no6i, “Nhung ky that phat trién nhu vay, co 1€ lai 1a tinh hudng tot nhat.”

Han khong hiéu nhudng may véi nang.

“Cau khong c6 chét, diéu nay cho thdy chang co thé khong can lam ho
chu...” Nang kho nén hung phan, than thé mém mai nuwong tya han, “Ma
trong long phu than ctia chang, mau than cling khong c6 chét, cho nén chung
ta ¢ thé khang dinh nguoi rat vui vé. Pén lac d6, chiing ta s& cho co hoi giét
Hoa Trac, nhin hin gip bao tng, sau d6 c6 thé mang phu than tranh xa cung
dinh hiém 4c, gidng nhu v chong binh thudng, nhan nha thanh binh, trudc
hoa duéi tring, cudc doi lang man ndy... Oa! Cudc séng nhu vay, chang con
c6 doi hoi hon?”

Nhin bé ngoai s6i ndi ctia nang da anh huong sau sic dén han, mic du
trong 1ong van co van dé chua loai bo duge, tim tinh con loan, nhung cau
chua chét, phu than ciing khong phai 1a ngudi phu tAm, hai chuyén nay qua
that trn an han khong it, ciing gitip han budng xudng mot phan ganh ning.

“Chi 1a... Néu nhu chang ¢ lai, c6 thé duoc lam hoang dé. Chang that su
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khong can sao?
Han tham tinh nhin nang, nhan nhat néi: “Cudc do1 nay chi can ¢ nang, ta
da thay du r6i.”

dksksk

“Quan chaa!” Ha Vi vQ1 vang chay vao trong chudng ngua, “Viéc l6n
khong tot roi!”

Ly Vii Duong nhuéng may, vo vo co cia con ngya. Vao kinh duge mot lic
101, cling khong c6 bién phap mang nd di chay may vong, nhin qua n6 dang
c6 chut phién nao, “Chuyén 16n gi ma khong xong?”

“Thai ttr phi phai nguoi téi1 truyén Quan chua va Quan ma gia vao cung.”
y

Ly Vii Duong nghe vy stng s6t. Nang cung Thai tir phi vén khong quen
nhau, hon nita d6i phuong 1a mudi mudi cua Hoa Trac, nang ciing khong c6
htng tha di chao hoi. Bat dac di 1a nguoi trong hoang that, than bat do ky,
nang mot ngay la Quan chia, c¢6 vai ngudi khong thé khong di ing pho.

S& khong phai 1a dém hom qua, chuyén nang cam 1énh bai cua phu vuong
mang Quan ma gia vao cung xem bénh cho Thai tir truyén ra ngoai chir?

Bat qua Hoa Trac khong truy ciru, Thai tir phi c6 can thiét truyén bon ho
sao?

Ha Vil trimg mat nhin, “Hién tai Quan ma gia khong c6 & trong phil phai
lam thé nao? Nguoi trong cung van & bén ngoai cho nguoi day.”
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“Cho Quan mi gia trd lai, kéu hin vao cung 1a dugc. Ta vé phong thay
quan ao trudc” Vé mat Ly Vi Duong nguoc lai binh tinh. Nang tot nhat di
ngay, ngoi doan thi c6 gi hay, sao phai e ngai?

Dudi su huéng dan cua thi vé trong cung phai ti, Vii Duong Quan chiia
duoc ché trong xe ngua chay qua ctra cung, di t¢1 cho cua Thai tir phi.

Thai tir phi ngdi & duong thuong, nhin cung nir yéu diéu dang cham rii
dua Vi Duong tién dén, khong khoi ngay dai. Mat to ma trong sudt, miéng
anh dao do tham, phdi hop cung trang phuc diém 18, c6 gai nhoé nhan dang
nguoi uyén chuyén, ¢ vé cuc ky mém mai dang yéu.

Trong Vuong phu cé giai nhan tuyét sac nhu vay, kho trach Can Vuong
phi ghét vi thit Vuong phi xuat than khong cao quy va ca nghia nit thu nuoi
nay.

“Pung 1én di.” Thai t phi diu dang néi véi Vit Duong dang quy dudi dat,
“Ban thudéng ngoi.”

“Ta nuong nuong.” Ly Vil Duong ngang dau 1én, nhin Thai tir phi mot cai.

Von nang khong 4n tuong t6t voi nguoi nha ctia Hoa Trac, nhung vi Théi
tir phi ndy xem ra hinh nhu c¢6 diém khong giong nhau, khong chi ¢ tudng
mao xinh dep, hién thyc, phong cach nhu khong tranh quyén thé, giéng nhu
khong lién quan dén viéc doi.

“Dém qua, nghe ndi nguoi mang theo Quan ma gia vao Bbong cung?”
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“Vang” Nang cung kinh gt dau.

“Quén ma gia ndi thé nao?” Thai tr phi giong cua c6 chit mong doi,
“Bénh cua Thai tu gia... C6 thé ctru chira dugc khong?”

Ly Vii Duong tram mic. Lidu Nham Phong c6 thé ctru ciing khong nguyén
ctru, 101 nhu nay cling khong thé noi ra.

Thai tir phi thdy nang khong néi, thé dai mot tiéng.

Nghe thdy 4m thanh than nhe, nang ngang dau 1én, da nhin thdy vé mit co
don cua Thai tir phi.

“Nuong nuong,” Cung nit bén canh nang an ui: “Hay nén dau long, bao
trong than thé.”

“Bon cung hiéu.” Thai tir phi mién cudng nin ra mdt nu cudi, “Co 18 day
chinh 1a s6 mang cua Thai tor gia. Mdc du bi€t bay gio nguot dang vui ve,
nhung trong 1ong ciia Bon cung van nhu cti mudn nguoi tinh tdo lai.”

Ly Vi Duong s¢ run 1én, nhin khuén mat chan thanh cua Thai tir phi, nhét
thoi khong trd 101 dugc.

“Pén day di, dora nho.” Thai tir phi dung 1én, vuon tay vé phia nang,
“Nguoi kho co dip vao cung mot chuyén, khong bang hay theo Bon cung di
dao mot chut.”
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Dong di xuan té1, ca nudce déu 1a sic xanh clia mua xuén, thanh tuong xa
xa cach trd hai thé gidi. Noi nay 12 vuon hoa cua hoang cung, nguoi khong &
trong ndy tran day to mo, mudn ding moi cach dé vao, nhung nguoi & trong,
lai mudn dung moi cach dé di ra.

Ly Vi Duong va Thai tir phi budc 1én duong mon, bude di cham lai & cay
cau nho. Nhin dong nude cham rai chdy qua, dau 6c clia nang van nhd t6i 10
noi cua Thai tir phi. “Nwong nuwong rat dé y dén Thai tir c¢6 tinh tao hay
khong?”

Cau hoi cua nang kha duong dot, nhung Thai t& phi khong co tic gian,
nguoc lai don gian trd vé mdt cau, “Thai tir la phu quan cua Bon cung.”

“Nuong nuong... Chang 1& khong oan gian?” Ga cho Thai tir gan muoi
nam, nang luén mot minh, that sy c6 thé than nhién nhu thé, khong oan
khong than?

“0&n?” Thai tir phi cuoi cudi, “Bat ky mot nir nhan nao ciing déu co6 mot
tam trang, hi vong 1y duoc phu quin chung 4i, nhung Bon cung biét nguoi 1a
Thai tr cao quy, tAm mat khong thé nao vinh vién ding lai trén mot nit nhan.
Bon cung 1a ngudi dau tién, twong lai s& 14 mau nghi thién ha, c6 bao nhiéu
ngudi trong mong ciing trong mong khong dén dugc vinh hoa phu quy, nén
biét thoa man.”

L1 no61 cuia nang €m ai, lai mang theo mot tia phién mudn.

“Chi 13, Bon cung hoan toan khong ngd dén sau dam cudi cua ta va Thai
tr, anh mat cua nguoi chua bao gio dat trén ngudi cta bon cung. Long nguoi
1a that, Bon cung khong cach ndo lira minh ddi nguoi, noéi khong oan han
chuyén Thai t&r mé luyén mot co gai 1a vo 1y, chang qua sy viéc phat trién
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cudi cung ¢ ndm do, lai lam Bon cung khong thé khong dong tinh vé1 Thai
tu, cling dong tinh vo1 nguoi da di vé coi tién.”

Ly Vi Duong tir nhitng hang chir ctia Thai tir phi, di r rang biét ngudi
con gai hién thuc nay khong phai la nguoi xau. “Nuong nuwong that la tot
bung.”

Thai tr phi nghe vay chi cudi. Tai pht cung dia vi nang déu co, nhung
hom nay... cling khong quan tdm, bi€t dugc trén thé gian nay tat ca déu nhu
may troi.

Mudi nim trude, nang bi bic ga vé cung, Théai t&r b1 giam long, nguoi
chang thém ngd toi nang, vi Vay tinh than nang chén nan, nhung huynh
truong luén luén bao nang nhan nai, néi cudi cing s& c6 mot ngay Théi tir
quay dau. Khong ngd, cudi cung ngudi lai vi mot nit nhan khac ma dién
loan...

Tinh cam nay da rung chuyén sau dam tam nang, cling lam cho nang hoan
toan tinh ngd, cudc doi nay nang nhat dinh khong cach nao oan Thai tir dugc,
bo1 vi long cia nguoi, da theo con ho yéu kia di mat roi.

“Nuong nuong du’ng quén,” Cung nir bén canh an ui sy cd6 don cua nang
“Ngai con c6 mot vi tiéu Vuong gia tuan t0.”

Noéi to1 con cua minh, Thai tr phi kin ddo mé miéng, “Con c6 dtira bé... Co
dtra bé 1a ¢6 hy vong.”

Nhung vao lic nay, Ly Vii Duong thay Liéu Nham Phong dudi su hu:cmg
dan cua hai thai giam dang budc t6i, nang khong khoi 16 ra mot nu cudi yéu
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ot.
“Nuong nuong, Quan ma gia téi.”

Thai ttr phi 1ay lai tinh than, 4nh mat giéng nang cung nhin vé mot hudng,
Liéu Nham Phong cang dén gan, than thé Théi tir phi ciing cang ngdy cang
cirng ngac.

“Nuong nuong.” Liéu Nham Phong dung truéc mat nang, cti dau hanh 18.

Nang do xét can than han, “Bon cung nghe n61 Quin ma gia nhin rat giong
Thai tir, von cho 1a néi qua sy that, hom nay vura thay, mai biét 101 don dai
khong sai.”

Li&u Nham Phong thu lai hai mét, khong c6 phan tng qua 16n.

“Nuong nuong, tudng cong cia Vii Duong khong thich noi chuyén” Ly Vi
Duong 161 kéo tay cua han, nhe nhang ma néi: “Kinh xin nuong nuong thu

A9

to1.

“Khoéng sao.” Anh mit ctia nang khong roi khoi han mot gidy nao. Guong
mat nay... Tri nhd ctia nang nhe lay dong, cham rai noi: “Bon cung khuyén
nguoi mot cau, som ngay roi Kinh Thanh di, dé tranh dua to1 hoa sét than cho
minh.”

Anh mat Liéu Nham Phong lanh 1€o0, nhin vé mat bi thuong cua Thai ti
phi, suy tu vai tro than phan ctia nang trong bi kich nay.
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“Bén trong hoang cung nhin nhu song yén bién ling, ki thuc khip noi cat
gidu nguy co.” Thai tir phi doi di tAm mat trén ngudi ciia han, nguoc lai nhin
vao noi xa nhat trén hoang cung, “Néu mudn bo bo giit minh, thi phai biét
cach gidu anh sang.”

“Gidu muoi ndm... Chang 1& con khong du?” Lidu Nham Phong phéan béc
lanh lung, “Nuong nuong néu that su tu bi, sao khong go bo huynh truong
cua minh?”

Pay mat nang khé thodng qua tia kinh ngac, nhung ngay sau d6 che giau.
Nhitng nim gan day vi sinh t6n, nang dé cho minh song nhu nguoi mu, bi
huynh trudng mang téi noi nao lién di toi noi ddy, khong suy ngam 15i cua
minh, lra minh dbi ngudi cho rang nhitng gi huynh trudng 1am déu vi nang.

“Nguoi...” Anh mat nang nhin cham cham han, “La con than sinh ctia Théi
tu?”

Ly Vil Duong dang muén mé miéng phi nhan, nhung Liéu Nham Phong
lai vuot 1én trudce tra 101, “Vang”

Nang kinh ngac nhin han.

Tay ctia hian nam chit tay nang, khong tiéng dong tran an, cho nang yén
long.

Thai tir phi nhin hén, that 1au khong néi mdt cau nao, cudi cung bong nhién
thd dai, “Von tuong rang da som lia do1, khong ngd nguoi... di dugce bao xa
hay di bay nhi€u, day la 101 khuyén duy nhat Bon cung c6 thé cho nguoi.”
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“Hom qua qudc su di nhin thiy ta, nrong nuwong cho 13 ta con c6 thé di
duoc sao?”

Tam cta nang chan dong. Chang 18 13 y troi?

Mot thai giam phia trudc bam bao, “Nuong nuong, quoc su & cung di¢n
cau kién.”

Sac mat cua nang bién hda, cham rai xoay nguoi, budc 1€n phia trudc,
“Céc nguoi lui ra di.” Theo ban nang, nang mudn Liéu Nham Phong 1ap tirc
o1 di, khong d61 mat véi huynh trudng, nhung nang van cham mot bude.

Bong dang ctiia Hoa Trac xuat hién cung tiéng cudi tir xa dén gan. Han da
som doan duoc mudi mudi phan van ludng lu, vi vay khi tai mét trong cung
n6i nang truyén Quén mi gia va Quan chia vao cung thi han ciing lap tirc
chay toi.

Thai tir phi dirng budc, vé mat phuc tap nhin huynh trudng ciia minh.

Anh mat cta han li€c nhin khi thé hién ngang ctia Nham Phong mot cai,
sau do6 lién roi trén nguoi cia Vi Duong.

Vi Duong bi hén nhin khong duoc thoai mai, truc gidc cho biét nén lui
mot budc, co lai sau lung Liéu Nham Phong.

“Bon cung dd mét moi, cac nguoi déu lui di.” Thai tir phi phat phat tay,
muon Liéu Nham Phong mang theo Ly Vii Duong lui ra, “Quodc su, boi Bon
cung bai gia hoi cung.”
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Han nghe thdy tiéng cling khong phan ddi, chi lanh ling nhin lai Lidu
Nham Phong mot cai, lién di theo mudi mudi roi di.

Cho du han that 1a con trai tru:(fmg cua tén Thai tr dién khung, nhung du
sao ciing 1a do ngudi va yéu két hop, khong thé niao 1a ngudi Hoang tht.
Huong ch1 Hoa Trac c6 cong trir yéu da dugc ban chitc vi qudc su duong
triéu, chi can mé miéng s& c6 dugc su tng ho cla trim ngudi, cin ban khong
nén dem tap chiing nay dé trong mat.
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Chwong 17

Thai tr phi ngdi trén ghé dai dién trong cung, Hoa Trac nhan nha ubng
Thiét Quan am thugng hang noi: “Nuong nuong c6 bi€t Liéu Nham Phong 1a
ngudi nhu nao khong?”

Nang hoi thu lai trong mat, khong c6 tra 1oi.

“Han chinh 13 nghiét chung ctia Thai tir va yéu hd.”

Tay nang kh€ run, nhung tu tran dinh, hoi: “Quéc su dinh lam gi?”

“Nuong nuong cho 1a than nén lam nhu thé nao?” Han tuoi cudi hdi nguoc
lai.

Sac mat cua nang tram xudng, giong noi €ém ai nhung co luc, “Qudc su co
quyén co thé, vinh hoa phu quy vo tan, to1 gi lai lam khé mgt dira bé, dudi tan
giét tuyét?”

“Than khong phai dudi tan giét tuyét, chi 12 nhd co tan gbc.”

“Nho cé tan goc” Bon chir nay khién cho trai tim ctia nang rung dong.
“Mang nguoi da chét nhiéu nhu vay, chang 1€ con khong da sao?”

“Nuong nuong ciing dimg nén can rit luong tim ¢ diém nay, dimg quén...
Chung ta 12 mot phe.”
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Nhin huynh truéng, nang chi cam thay ca nguoi rét run, “Nhiing c6 nuong
kia b1 nguoi bat di? Pung nhu nguoi doan, con cua Thai tr chua chét, cling bi
nguoi dung ké dan han ra ngoai, nhitng c6 nwong kia c6 thé tha ra chu?”

“M4y tiéu c6 nuong xinh dep, than s& chim soc tét, nuwong nuong ciing
dirng phién long.” Han cuoi dén ta ninh, mot bo dang chang hé dé y. An mat
tich ding la chi dao cua hin, muc dich 13 dan du nhitng yéu vat con sot lai
nam do.

“Nguoi...” Nang nam nguc, mdt cd khi tirc gidn mic lai trong c6 hong.

Hoa Trac lanh ling hir mot tiéng, “Han chi 1a da con hoang ctia hoang
that, hon nira con dam cam do cua ta, ta khong thé tha cho han!”

“Vat ctia nguoi?” Pay mat nang thodng qua tia nghi ngo.

“Nt nhan kia,” Han khong chut dé y lai uong mot ngum tra, “Ta muon!”

Nghe dugc 101 han néi, nang strng sot, “Nguoi noi 1a... Quan chaa Vi
Duong...”

Han khé givong 1én khée miéng. Han that 14 ¢6 y do.

Nang cuc ky turc gian ding 1€n, “Quan chua da c6 hon phoi roi!”

“Vay thi nhu thé nao? Than khong ngai.”
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“Con ra thé thong gi?!” Thai tr phi khé nén dugc tirc gian, tram giong noi:
“Doat thé tir nguot khac khong phai 1a hanh vi cia quan tu.”

“Than ludn ludn khong phai quan tir.” Han budng long bay to trong long,
“Hudng chi Vil Duong 1a con ctia Dodn Liéu Pham”

Doan Lidu Pham? Cai tén nay that quen tai... Trong dau nang cd ging suy
nghi, cudi cung loe 1én y tudng, “La nguot nam do giap nguot diét ho toc.”

“Khéng sai. Ta di phai ngudi di héi Can Vuong phi, thtr Vuong phi tén 1a
Tu D6 Linh, chinh 13 ty nit héi mén nim d6. Nguoi phai biét rang diéu nay 1a
nhu thé nao, néu Quan ma gia 1a con hoang ctia Thai tir va yéu hd, con Quan
chua 13 con gai Dodn Liéu Pham, thi nang ciing chinh 1a ké thu giét cha cua
han! Mot khi c6 mot nguoi biét su that, duyén phan vo chéng cua bon ho co
thé kéo dai tiép sao.”

Anh mat cia nang tram xuong, “Bon cung khong cho phép nguoi noi ra.”
M

Mic du chi tiép xtc trong thoi gian ngan, nhung nang thay luu luyén nét
tham tinh trén mat hai ngudi tré tudi ay, nang khong hy vong c6 nguoi pha hu
chuyén cua bon ho.

Hin xem thuong hir lanh, “Nuong nuong, ddy 1a co hoi tot, mot hon da
ném chét hai con chim, ta c¢6 thé lay dugc Vii Duong, dong thot giét duoc tén
tap chung d6.”

“Tay nguoi da day mau tanh, nguoi con muodn ti€p tuc dén khi nao?” Nan
o lay y )
nodi gian noi.
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“Pén ngay ma con ta dang co.”

Nghe vay, sac mat nang trang béch, nang sai lam roi...

Nam do lac Thai to phat dién, bé1 vi s¢ vinh hoa phi quy cua minh thanh
hu khong, vi vdy nang dbi trén gat dudi, noi co thai, sau d6 6m dua bé cua
huynh truéng va chi ddu vao cung, ¥ mudn 1a néu cudi cung Thai tir va
Hoang thuong déu xay ra bat tric, twong lai chinh 12 nguoi than cua nang leo
1én ké vi, nang ciing khong dén mirc thé luong.

Nhung sau ndy nang phat hién minh sai lam roi, ngudi tham lam vinh vién
s€ khong thé ngung tay, vi tdm tu cia ban than ma giét hai nhiéu tinh mang
nhu vay, that sy da lam nang hoi tiéc rat nhiéu nam.

“Néu nguoi khu khu c6 chap, Bon cung s€ dem tat ca noi ra.”

“Nuong nuong va than bay gid trén cling mot thuyén, néu than c6 chuyén,
nguoi cling khong cach nao khong bi dém xia dén, han chi 1a mot tén tap
chung tho1, nuong nuong to1 gi vi han ma doi dich voi than?”

“Ta... Ta lap tirc di dén trudc phu hoang bam bao tit ca.” Thai tir phi mic
du nhu nhugc, nhung nhan nai da dén cuc han, “Ta cai gi déu khong deé y téi
roi!”

Thay nang xoay nguoi mubn di, Hoa Trac cAm ly tra trong tay ném tdi
phuong hudéng ma nang dang di.
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Nghe duoc thanh am céi ly sau lung v nat, nang ca kinh that sic quay dau
lai, “Nguoi that to gan!”

“Hir! Chuyén to gan hon nita ta ciing lam dwogc. Lio hoang dé kia xem ra
khong song duoc bao lau, nguoi tot nhat khong can lam hu chuyén 16n cua ta,
néu khong ta s€ gi€t tén Thai tu dién khung kia trude ro1 s€ dén luot nguoi.”

Trong mat nang tran day nudc mat, hoi han tran tré thi cling da tre.

Han khong nhuc nhich chiit ndo, chi lanh ling cudi mot tiéng. Tuy 12 mudi
mudi cia minh, nhung bay gio lya chon doé1 1ap voi han, vay han cling khong
nén luu tinh.

Han xoay nguoi roi di, 10n tiéng ra 1énh: “Théi tir phi chiu gié chiu rét
khién than thé kho chiu, tinh than khong minh man, khong thé dé bénh tinh
tang thém, dua Thai tir phi té1 Vinh Lac cung nghi ngoi.”

Vinh Lac cung? D06 1a dia phuong cua lanh cung!

Cho dén gid phat ndy, nang méi giat minh thdy minh sai qué nhiéu, nhu
thé nao ban dau nang lai tin 161 néi cia huynh truéng.

Hién tai quyén loi ctia han cang 10n, long kiéu cing cling cang manh, mot
tay ndm giit tri€u chinh, thién ha hau hét da ¢ trong tay han.

Nang di nham mot bude, dan dén bay gio mat hét tat ca, con lién luy bao
nhi€u nguoi vo toi.
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Hoém nay néu nang bi dua vao Vinh Lac cung, s& phai chiu canh u uat dén
chét trong tham cung nay.....

“Ca ca, ta sai lam roi!” Nang dot nhién hai chan gap xudng, quy xuong,
dung suc dap dau, “Pung dem ta nhdt vao Vinh Lac cung, ta s& khong quiy
pha nita, ta thé, nguoi tha cho ta di.”

Thay cai tran ctia nang dung sirc dap dén chay mau, mat cﬁa Hoa Trac lanh
lung suy xét, thay nang that su e so moi nguyén y thu tay lai. “Hu! Lan nay ta
tha cho nguoi, 1an sau néu khong thirc thoi, cling dimg trach vi huynh ta day
khong khach khi!” N6i xong, dau han ciing khong quay lai ma roi di.

Khi han di ra xa nang méi nga trén mat dat, nhin han di dén hudéng ctra
cung, trong mat nang hi¢n lén vé kién dinh. Nang khong phai s¢ chét, ma chi
can khong phai vao 1anh cung, nang s€ c6 co hoi... Lay cong chudc tdi.

“Quan chua, dang truéc c6 mdt dam thi v&.” Ha Vi cam banh hoa mai tur
bén ngoai di vao, voi vang ma noi: “Dan dau la quéc su Hoa Trac, nd1 mudn
cau kién Quan chuaa.”

Ly Vii Duong stng sot. Hoa Trac cau kién? Nang va hian khong co giao
tinh, nang cting khong c6 hirng thu ti€ép chuyén vo1 han.

“Quan ma gia khong c¢6 & trong phu, noéi bon Quan chaa than thé khoé chiu,
khong tiép duoc khach, ngay khac s€ hudng qudc su bdi tdi.” Nang ngdi
trudc guong dong, cham rai chai toc den ciia minh noi.

“Vang” Ha Vi tha banh ngot trong tay ra, vdi vang mudn dudi nguoi di,
xoay ngudi mdt cai lién nhin thay han ding trude cira phong, mdt khong khoi
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bién sac, “A... Pai nhan!”

Nghe dugc thanh 4m sau lung, Ly Vi Duong quay nguoi, kinh ngac nhin
han.

Hin lai 16n mat xéng vao Can Vuong pha?

“Quan chua.” Trén mat han khong co tia khach khi, mat khong chép nhin
nang cham cham.

Ly Vii Duong thay c6 chat khong vui.
“Pay 1 18 ra mat than ting nguoi, kinh xin Quan chua vui vé nhan cho.”

Chi thdy bén ngoai mot hang toi t& cam céc loai tran bao trén tay, ¢ kim
cham 16n nho, vong vang méy b0, con c6 mot tram van bach kim, kep cai 4o,
to lya Giang Nam, trim bd quén 4o. Du’0'1 anh nang mat troi nhitng vat pham
nay phat ra tia sang khién ngudi ta mo mat.

“Oa!” Mic du lam viéc & Can Vuong phii, d6 tran quy gi ciing da thay qua,
nhung x€p thanh mot hang 16n nhu thé nay cling khién Ha Vi phai kéu to
mot tiéng.

Vii Duong nhiu may lai, ngay ca nhin cling khong nhin mdt cai, “Vo cong
khong thé nhan thudng, nhitng thtr nay qua mic quy trong, bon Quan chu
khong thé nhéan.”
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“Quan chua no1 nhu vay khong khoi qua khach khi.” Nu cuoi hién trén
khuoén mat, Hoa Trac dén gan nang noéi: “DPay chi 1a mot it d6 choi, néu Quan
chua thich, hdm nao c6 thé dén phu cua than, Quan chia muon cai gi lién lay
cai do.”

Pay mat cua nang thoang qua mot tia khong kién nhin, ha 1énh dudi
khach, “P1i ra ngoai! Néu khong dung trach bon Quan chia khong khach khi
vO1 nguoi.”

“Quan chua boét gian.” Han dén gan, mai ngam nhin nang, “Than chi la
muon biéu dat tam long ai md voi Quan chua.”

“Can r&!” Nang khong khac ché duge gio mot tay 1én, dung stc danh viang
mat han ra xa.

Nao biét han khong né tranh, dau bi danh léch ciing khong c6 tirc gian,
khée mi¢ng con nang 1én nu cudi quy di.

Tinh tinh kich li¢t ctia nit nhan nay, so véi nhu tinh nhu nuéc cua Thuy
Tam cang khién han hing thu.

Trong 16ng nguc ciia nang gian soi trao, dung 1€n, tay chi thang vao cira,
“Pi ra ngoai!”

Han ngoanh mat lam ngo, ngoi xuong.

“Nguoi... Pay 1a Can Vuong phi, lai d& dang cho nguoi can rd ha!”
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“Can Vuong phu thi sao?” Han nhéch mi¢ng, lanh lung cud1 mot tiéng,
“Ngay ca nd1 vién cua hoang cung ta cling khong thém dé trong mat.”

Loi n6i dai nghich bat dao nhu thé nay, hin lai ddm néi nhu chuyén dwong
nhién, qua that han da phat ro r61. Ly Vi Duong tirc gian, nghi tham.

“Quan chua cho 1a, vi sao than lai c6 ngay hom nay?”

Nang trong con gian nhin hdn cham cham. “Ta khong c6 ntra diém hing
th véi chuyén cua nguoi.”

“Trudc hét hiy nghe than noi xong d3, Quan chua s& c6 himg thi.” Han
cudi ha ha, “Than tir nho da bai su véi mét vi trudng 1lao & bo lac Miéu
Cuong, gia phap cua trudng ldo rat nghiém, yéu cau rat nghiém khic d6i véi
than, cling déu nho su can than ti mi nay cua su phu, than méi ¢6 cong phu
tram yéu trir ma tot nhu bay gio.”

“Nguoi c6 nang luc bat pham thi nén lam viéc tot, phai diét nhitng 4c ma ta
ac, néu nguoi khong lam vay, thi nguoi c6 khac gi suc sinh.”

Nang nhanh mom nhanh miéng nhung lai khong choc gian dugc han,
nguoc lai con choc cho han cuoi, khién nang cang thém nghi ngo.

“Quan chua no6i khong phai khong ¢ 1y. Than c¢6 mot Su dé, may mén co
tu chat t6t hon than. Nam d6 néu khong c6 tro gifip cta han, ta that su khong
c6 bién phap tot xir Iy dam ho ly kia, tham chi han con gitp ta bat song duoc
con ho ly mé hodc Thai tur, birc bon ho roi xuéng vach ndi. Dbi véi an tinh
ctia su dé, thin mot ngay khong dam quén, chi tiéc han nghi thong sudt qua
mudn, mic du gitip ta, nhung sau cung hin ciing chét mat r6i, dang tiéc cho
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mot do1 cao nhan.”

Anh mit nang lanh 180 nhin han, rd rang nguoi diy mau tanh con dic chi
trong long, that khién nguoi ta khinh thuong.

“Quan chua c6 biét nguodi nay la ai khong?”

“Bon Quén chil khong c6 hung tha!” Nang da khong che gidu vé mat
khong vui ctia minh.

“That dang ti€c...” Han cuoi cuol, “Liéu Pham néu & dudi sudi vang biét
duogc, khong bi€t c6 cam thay ti€éc nuoi giong than hay khong.”
" b

Liéu Pham? Ly Vi{i Duong ngan ngudi mot chit, anh mat chong lai vé mit
xau xa cua han.

“Doan Liéu Pham... Nam d6 chinh 1a do cong luc ciia hin giup than, than
moi co thé 1ap duoc dai cong, dugc hudng vinh hoa phut quy ngay hom nay.”

Khéng thé ndo... Mic du bén ngoai ¢6 anh mat troi 4am ap, nhung ma gio
phat nay Ly Vi Duong lai cdm thay ca nguoi rét run.

Vi Duong, nhé td1 mot chuyén, cudc doi nay chd ndi véi ai cha minh 1a
Doan Li€éu Pham, mau than 1a Thuy Tam... Trong tri nhé chot quanh quan 101
an can can dan cua di Linh, nang dot nhién cam thay choang vang ca dau.

Han chl y td1 sac mat trang béch cua nang, lap tic dua tay vin nang,
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“Quan chua?”

“Budng tay ra!” Nang ddy tay cta hin, ndi gidn noéi: “Khéng cho phép
dung vao ta!”

Tay cta han ding lai gitta khong trung, sic mit tram xudng. Nam dé roi
khoi Miéu Cuong, han vén di muén mang Thiy Tam di, nhung nang ciing
mang mdt bo dang nhu Vil Duong ngdy hom nay, khinh bi dbi voi hén,
khong khéach khi chat ndo hit tay cta han ra.

Vi vy may nam sau han da giét Liéu Pham, cho 1 nhu thé méi c6 dugc
Thiy Tam, lai khong ngd t6i nang tu van truéc mit hin, nguyén y chét cing
Liéu Pham chtr khong di theo han. Pay 1a ndi dau kho trong doi han, ciing 1a
su si nhuc khé quén nhat.

“Doan Liéu Pham cung Thay Tam 1a d6i vo chong tot, chinh 1a khong c6
phic phan.” Nhé téi qua khi, khich 1& hian mudn lay long cta nang hon,
“Ngay do, bon ta déu phai trai qua nhitng ngay thang thoé tuc, nhung sau d6
chi ¢c6 minh ta c6 co hoi duge huong vinh hoa phu quy. Liéu Pham ciing lap
dai cong giét duoc mot doan yéu quai, diét tdc ctia nguoi ta, nhung s6 ménh
khong thé huong phiic, déng tiéc dang tiéc...”

Nang run ray nam qua dam, khong muon nghe vao tai nhitng 161 n61 nhu
thé nay, ben vung tay 1én chi ra ctra, “Pi ra ngoai!”

Ha Vi v0i vang dua tay nang dd nang, chi sg nang kich dong qué s€ nga
mat.

Hin hoi hot, con tu dua tay cam 1§y banh hoa mai trén ban 1é€n, dua vao
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miéng can mot cai, “Vi khong té, dang tiéc con kém Thuay Tam mdt chut...
Quan chuaa, nguoi nén nhé tay ngh€ ciia mau than chir.”

“Pi ra ngoai cho ta!” Ly Vit Duong mat khéng ché, hét 1on mot tiéng.

“Than 1ap tic di ra ngoai.” Trén mat han né nu cuoi, giao phd nguoi lam,
“C6 ai khong! Bem do vat dé xuong!”

“Pem do6 vat mang di!” Nang tlrc gian noi.

“Pé lai di Quan chuaa,” Han diu dang noi, canh chung anh mét khong c6 ¥
tot cua nang, “Nhiing thir d6 nay sém mudn gi cling hitu dung, bo1 day chinh
1a sinh 18.”

Sinh 18? Ly Vii Duong khiép s¢ trimg mét nhin han, cudng nd khong dirt.

“Cai nay la nguoi 1é6n mat to gan!”
y

Nhung phan nd ctia nang, chi khién han mim cuo1 hai long, mia mai.

“Nguoi...” Nang tirc gidn tdi mirc ndi thuong, sic mit tai nhot, thanh 4m
chuyén thanh suy yéu.

“Quan chua?” Ha Vi lo lang vin vao nang, chu tir nhu sap nga dén noi.

Hoa Tréac da cuodi 16n di ra xa, nhung 161 han néi van lam nang xac dong
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manh m&. Nam d6 hin that su khong dung strc cuia minh ti€u diét hét ho toc,
cho nén... That sy l1a do cha nang?

Khong — trudc mat dot nhién c6 mot manh mo ho, nang hon mé bat tinh
trong tiéng kéu s¢ hai cua Ha V1.

Khi Vii Duong tinh lai d4 1a dém khuya, Liu Nham Phong dang nam lay
tay nang, ngdi & bén giuong, 16ng may 14 liém tram tu.

Nang mé mat ra lién nhin thay khuén mit ma minh nhé thuong, khong
nhin dugc beén kéu nhe mot tieng. “Ai!”

“Nang da tinh?” Han 1ap tirc ngang dau nhin nang.

Nang mién cudng cudi mot tiéng, muon dimg day, “Thiép khat nudc.”

Ha Vil & mot bén bung t6 yén ham cach thuy di vao, Liéu Nham Phong
nhan lay, ty minh bon cho nang.

Nang udng vai ngum, nghi mdt lat sau mai1 hoi: “Thiép thé nao?”

“Nhing 10i nay ta nén hoi nang méi dung.” Thay nang khong udng, han
lién dem t6 yén trong tay giao lai cho Ha Vi, vung tay 1én khién Ha Vi lui
ra, sau do nghiém tic nhin nang.

Nang nhay mét miy cai, che gidu tdm tinh phtrc tap 4n sdu trong 1ong,
“Chang la dai phu, néu chang ciing khong biét thiép bi sao, thi thiép lam sao
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ma biét? Chang 18 13 ky dai nan cua thiép da dén sao?”

“Khong dugc n61i nham!” Han khong vui go nhe cai tran cua nang.

Nhin anh mét hin diu dang, Ly Vii Duong that ra rat kho sé, nang mudn
khoc, muon hét, nhung cudi cung lai phai nuot tat ca vao trong bung.

Nang duodi tay v€ phia han, han mdt tay 6m lay nang, 6n hoa ma quen
thudc khién nang thd dai, mudn ndi nhung lai khong ddm noi ra mau thuan
o1 ram trong long...

“Néu that 1a ky dai nan...” Nang néi nho nhe, “Co thé chét trong long
chang cling coi nhu man nguyén ro1.”

“Nang...” Sdc mat han nghiém trong.

“Pung nong gian.” Nang hon guong mat ctia han, “Chi 1a thuan miéng noi
mot chut thoi.”

Tay 0m nang khong tu chii dugc cing thang, anh mat nhin trdn bao day
phong, han tram giong hoéi: “Pay la cua Hoa Trac dua t61?”

Miéng ctia nang nhéch 1én, “U.”

“Coy tuor gi?”
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Dung mot chut, nang khong c¢6 ¥ dinh giau giém, “Han noi 1a sinh 1€.”

“Khinh nguoi qua dang!” Lidu Nham Phong chot cam thay trong 10ng
nguc chay 1én mot ngon Itra, oan han ddi voi Hoa Trac khong con don gian la
hin giét nguoi than nguoi yéu, ma bsi vi bay gio Hoa Trac di co ¥ niém
dong dén nguoi nang.

Vi Duong voi vang kéo lai khuén mat lanh 1€o ctia han, diing ddy mudn an
ui, “Pung tic gian, chuyén nay thiép s€ xur 1y.”

Han ci dau nhin by dang manh mai cua nang, “Nang khong muon ta ra
mat, 1a lo lang han lam viéc bat loi véi ta?”

Trong long nang chan dong. Pung 1a nang lo lang chuyén d6, nhung ciing
lo ling han biét duoc chan tuéng, lo rang qua khir an oan s& anh hudng dén
tinh cam cua bon ho.

“Cho du hin c¢6 quyén thé 16n hon troi, cling khong thé cudp doat vo ngudi
khéc!”

Nhin guong mit Liéu Nham Phong hién 1én vé tirc gian rd rang, nang bén
dua tay vudt ve gd ma, an Ui hin, “Céu xin chang... Ping tirc gian, chung ta
phai ngudi dem d6 vat tra vé 1a duoc, chang khong can phai tr minh di mot
chuyén.”

Phat hién 4&nh mat cua nang 16e 1€n, ddy mat han budn ba, nang c6 chuyén
Itra gat hdn sao?
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Cuoi cung, han gat dau, “Puoc 161, ta ngay lap tic phai nguoi dua tré ve.”

“Vay chang that sy khong di tim han?” Anh mat nang nhin han that lau.

Liéu Nham Phong im ling khong néi.

Nang thd dai néi: “Chang hiéu thiép ciing nhu thiép hiéu chang, thiép biét
chang sé di chuyén nay.”

Han nang cam cua nang 1én, nhin thang vao hai mat cua nang, khong muon
9 2
gifta hai nguoi co6 sy giau diém, “Co mot s6 viéce, noi rd rang trudc mat s€ tot
hon.”

Noi 10 rang... dén lic do chi sg tat ca s€ bién mat.....

Ly Vi Duong rii mat xuong, tranh tdim mat cta han.

Hoa Trac da dam xong thang vao Can Vuong phu, ching té han da khong
c6 gi kiéng ki. Quyén thé ciia han nhu mat troi ban ngay, hom nay da khong
dé Vuong phu ¢ trong mat, ma than phan con ré cia Liu Nham Phong, chi
so khong ganh ndi bao to.

Nang vira mudn noi lén noi long, nhung 161 dén moi lai khong thé ndi ra...
Nang that su c6 thé tron trdnh, mang 161 n61 doi giau sudt do1 sao?

“Tuéng cong...” Nang than nhe, tya diu vao trong nguc hin, “Tuy chang
vay. Chang nghi phai lam gi thi ctr lam nay, nhung phai can than.”
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Tu mot tiéng tho dai cia nang, hén cam nhan duogc bat dic di va khd so
nang khong no6i ra mi¢ng dugc — Hoa Trac dang chét! Nhat dinh 1a sy duong
dot ctia han lam nang kinh so.

“Pén tot ciing da xay ra chuyén gi?” Han hoi.

D061 méat vo1 su quan tam cua han, Ly Vi Duong lac dau cuoi mdt tiéng,
“Khong co6 viée gi, chi 1a ¢6 chut lo lang cho tuong lai.”

“Lo lang cho tuong lai? Piém nay khong giéng véi Quan chia khong so
tro1 khong so dat.”

Nang cuoi, nhung trong mat lai c6 chit nude, “Vi Duong khong s¢ troi
khong s¢ dat, chi sg mat di chang.”

“Nang s& khong mat di ta!”

“That khong?”

Han gat dau khang dinh.

Nang kich dong 6m chat hén, hon 1én méi. Ny hon cua hin khién than thé
nang khong tu chu dugc kh€ run, nang khong muon suy nghi nhi€u, chi mong
quy trong thoi gian tot dep bay gio, thoi diém hanh phuc con ¢ bén nang.

Co 1€ han con c6 thé thudc v€ nang, cling c6 1€, chuyén ca do1 nang lo lang
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cling s& khong dén.

Anh mit lanh lanh ctia Liéu Nham Phong quan st khi phai bén trong trach
vién. Son trén canh cira c6 16e sang anh dong, ctra chinh 6 twong da su tir
cao hon ntra nguo1, mai hién cao vuat, nhin qua sy pht quy uy nghiém & noi
nay, that ra thi dimg no6i Can Vuong phi, ngay ca hoang cung chua han di so
sanh duoc.

Liéu Nham Phong bi gia dinh moi vao dai sanh. Trong phong ciing dé db
tran quy hiém thady, c6 hoa Mau Pon téa ra mui huong x6ng vao miii. Lu
huong dau hac 1am bang dong thi mang theo toan mui thuoc 1a.

Xem ra Hoa Trac y vao quyén thé, may nam nay khong chi hai long vaoi
quan trudng, ma con vo vét dén mo hoi nudc mat cua nhan dan.

Pai sanh c6 it nhat mudi tén vo si trong nom nhat cir nhat dong ciia Nham
Phong. Nhin dao ki€ém trén nguoi bon ho, thi ra ngay ca trong nha Hoa Trac
cling dé phong rat nghiém ngat.

“Nhin khong ra ngon gid nao théi Quan ma gia t6i1?”” Hoa Trac di tu trong
ra, ngoai cuoi nhung trong khong cuoi.

Liéu Nham Phong vung tay 1én, ngudi hau 1ap tirc mang du s6 “sinh 18” ma
han dua td1 1an trude dé xudng.

“Nhitng thir d6 nay...” Phan tng cia Hoa Trac chi 12 nhan nhat nhin mot
cai, “Thé nao lai cam vé day? Pay chinh la thit than muon tang cho Quéan
chaa.”
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V¢é mat Nham Phong nhu khong c¢6 gi nhin han, lanh nhat no61 thang: “Ta
vo1 Quan chtia vo cong bat thu 10c.” (banh bao: y cau nay la khong co cong
nén khong muon huong loc)

“Nguoi va Quan chua?” Vé mat han hién 1€n mot tia cuoi nhat, “Quan ma
gia hiéu lam, day chinh la than tdng cho Quan chia, khong c6 ntra diém quan
hé v&1 Quan ma gia.”

Nghe ra giong néi khiéu khich cua han, lira gian trong 1ong Liéu Nham
Phong bung chdy, “Vii Duong la thé tir ctia ta.”

“Thé ta?” Hoa Trac tuy ti€n ngdi trén dai duong, cao ngao nhin han,
“Quan ma gia con nghi Quan chua 1a thé tir ctia nguoi u?”

Nham Phong nhin bd dang dic chi cua han, chot nhé t6i bo mat khong vui
cua Vi Duong... That sy c6 chuyén han khong biét.

“Xem ra... Quan chtia con chua c6 n6i cho Quan ma gia?” Han che cam
ché cuoi.

Con mit ctia Liéu Nham Phong ban ra mot tia quy di. Néu Hoa Trac ¢ can
dam dong to1 nang, han s€ khong dé y dén nhiing thi v€ nay, tuyét doi s€ bat
chap tat ca ma giét nguoi.

Nhin 4nh mat caa Liéu Nham Phong, Hoa Trac khong khoi giat minh. Pay
la dia ban ctia Hoa Tréac, quanh hin déu 13 cao thu thi vé deo kiém. Liéu
Nham Phong nén rd rang néu Hoa Trac mudn giét han bay gio ciing dé nhu
tro ban tay, chi can mot cau ndi, 1a c6 thé léy di tinh mang cua hén, thé nhung
hén lai khong s¢ dung trudc mat minh, mat sang nhu dudc, khong co6 vé mém
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yéu chut ndo, khi thé nguoc lai 1am cho nguoi ta kinh hai, ching té han c6
thé manh hon nhi€u so véi tén thai tir phu than kia.

Hoa Trac hoi thu lai tAm tri, von 1 cho rang Nham Phong khong c6 thanh
tuu qua 1on, nhung ma bay gio xem ra, nguoi nay that khong thé gitr lai.

Liéu Nham Phong dat dugc muc dich 1ién khong con himg tha véi noi nay.
V61 nguoi lam cho ngudi khac sinh ra cam giac chan ghét kia, 161 néi khach
sdo han cling mién, gon gang duat khoat quay dau roi di.

“Quén mi gia c6 biét trudc khi dugc Vuong phtl thu nhan, cha rudt cia
uan chua tén la gi khong?” Han chot l1én tiéng.
g g g

Budc chan cia Nham Phong khong chan chir, di thang t6i hudng cta
chinh.

“Quén ma gia that 13 lanh nhat.” Han van khong thay ddi tiép tuc néi: “Vi
thir Vuong phi — Can Vuong gia da khong thém ngd ngang téi mudi mudi
dang thuong cia ta, diéu nay 1a that. Nam do thtr Vuong phi mang Quan chua
dén Can Vuong pht, nang dang mang ho Dodn! Cung luc diy, ngudi dot
chay dong ho ly ciing mang ho Dodn. Quin mi gia ndi xem... trong lac day
co lién quan gi?”

Long ciia Nham Phong dot nhién tring xudng.

Hin chu y t&1 bude chan chan cho cia Nham Phong, khoe miéng hién I1én
nu cuoil nhat, kho nén giéu cot ndi: “HOom qua ta cung véi Quan chua tro
chuyén voi nhau that 13 vui, ta con tudong rang Quan chia s& néi vi Quin ma
gia diéu thu vi ndy, thé ndo, Quan chiia khong noi voi Quin mi gia sao?”

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Nh¢ té1 dung nhan tai nhot cua nang hom qua, han bong choc xoay nguoi,
con mat nhin thang vao han, “Nguoi noi cai gi voi nang?”

“Ha ha! Chi la 6n chuyén tho6i. Quan chua that trung hop 1a con gai ban cli
ctia ta. Nam dé néu khong phai 12 nho c¢6 cha nang, ta s& khong c6 co hoi lap
cong 16n. Khong ngd nhiéu nam sau gip lai, Quan chua lai xinh dep dong
1ong ngudi nhu thé, that gidng bo dang me nang... Khong, nén néi 1a chi c¢6
hon chtr khong kém. Nang néu di theo ta, ¢6 thé huong hét vinh hoa pht quy,
ta tin rang dudi sudi vang cha nang cling s& vui mimg.” Han khiém nha noi.

“Nguoi néi loan!”

“Hién tai dang lac Can Vuong phi lam khach trong phu cia ta, Quan ma
gia muon ty minh di hoi sao?”

Vi Duong khong so troi khong so dat, chi so mat di chang — trong dau
nhd lai 161 n61 d€m qua cua nag, doi tay cua Nham Phong khong tu chu duoc
nam chat lai.

Hoa Trac nhin su kich dong cta Liéu Nham Phong hién 1én trén mit, chi y
to1 sy mat ty chu cua doi phuong khi nhac dén Vi Duong, vi vay han hét stc
vui ve.

“Ta noi voi Quan chua nhitng diéu kia, ciing chi 1a nhitng diéu nang nén
biét, vé phan nguoi... Ta thiy nguoi voi cha nguoi giéng nhau nhu duc, doi
mit v6i tinh yéu nam nit, van nhu cii khong thé bao vé nguoi yéu. Chang
bang tro mit budng tay dé nang di.”
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Tu4n nhan ctia Liéu Nham Phong dong lanh, khong thé nhin dugc nita, léy
toc do sét danh khong kip ding trude mat cua han.

Hoa Trac chi cam thay hoa mat, sau d6 cam thay trén cd truyén dén cam
xuc lanh I€o, than thé han cirg do, sac mat tai xanh.

Thi vé xung quanh thdy vay lap tc viy quanh, nhung khong c6 mot ai
dam hanh dong thiéu suy nghi, chi s¢ khong t6t mot céi, dau ctiia quoc su lien
bi cét di.

P4y mit ciia Liéu Nham Phong 12 mot manh bang han, chily thi trong tay
dang trén c6 cua Hoa Trac, “Ta mudn giét chét nguoi that dé nhu tré ban
tay.”

“Néu giét chét ta roi.” Mot cd lanh 180 tir tay vot 1én, han mién cudng tir co
hong nan ra 4&m thanh cing ran, “Nguoi cling chét khong toan thay.”

V¢é mat khong c6 gi cuia Nham Phong nhin cham cham han, “Nguoi cho
rang ta s€ sg sao?”

“Ngu’O'i s& khong so sao, ta 13 qudc su nguoi 13 Quan ma, néu nguoi that su
giét chét ta, khong chi ngum cO chuyén, Quan chua cling s€ bi lién luy.
Ngu:orl mudn dé nuong tir mém mai ciia nguoi vao dia lao cing nguoi, thAm
chi boi thuong mot cai mang sao? Mang cua Quan chua... Nguoi that su
khong quan tam?”

Trén khudn mat tran day khi lanh cta Liéu Nham Phong dan nghiém nghi
tro lai, han cham rai buong tay ra.
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Hoa Trac 1ap tirc budc mot bude dai. Han duong nhién c6 thé dé cho nguoi
lap tirc dem Quan mai bat lai, nhung nhu vay sé& giy ra dong tinh qua 1én.
Liéu Nham Phong nhét dinh phai chét, nhung phai chét nhu thé nao dé nguoi
khac khong trach dugc trén dau han thi phai xem xét.

“Khéng duoc c6 1an sau!” Troi méi biet Liéu Nham Phong mat bao nhiéu
dan do md&i1 nhin duge lva gian dang bung bung ma buong han ra, “Khong
dugc dén gan Vi Duong nira, néu khong ta s€ l1dy mang ctua nguoi!”

Khudn mat cia Hoa Trac cing 1én, khuat nhyc khong 1én tiéng. Con nguodi
du sao cling ¢c6 nhugc diém, cho du Liéu Nham Phong kién cudng nhu thé
nao di nira cling khong ngoai 1€, han chd xem kich vui 1a duogc.

L&i noi cua Hoa Trac van con vang vong bén tai, 1am khuon mit ctia Liéu
Nham Phong tré nén ning né. Vén cho rang cudc doi nay gip g& nang 1a
duyén phan, nhung ma gio phat nay... Han cling khong biét d6 1a duyén hay
12 no? Béi vi chan tudng bat ngd bi phoi bay ma toan than han lanh 180, yéu
va han cung lic day dua trong long, nhung khong c6 dap an.

Dudi bau troi dém, con hém nho trd thanh mét hinh anh u toi, Am thanh g0
mo truyén tur xa to1, lam cho bon phia cang thém yén tinh.

Tt luc sang sém khi Lidu Nham Phong di ra khoi cira chinh dé gip Hoa
Trac, Vii Duong van ling ling ngdi trong phong, khong nhic nhich.

Han con chua tré lai... Nang doi tir sang dén tdi, trong long hy vong ting
chuat mot. Nhung c6 I€... Han s& khong tré lai nira...

Nang dua vao cot giudng, than thd nhin ctra phong déng chat, hiéu rang du
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han khong trg vé nita thi minh cling khong c6 cach nao trach han. Néu hom
nay doi vi tri cho nhau ma suy nghi, nang cling khong bi€t nén dung by mat
nao dé doi dién voi ké thu giét me ciia minh.

Mau than han va mdi huyét hai tham thu cta ho toc ly, nang nén ldy cai gi
de tra? Mang cua nang sao? Chi 1a mang cua nang chang la cai gi, cho du qua
khtr c6 quay lai, cling giam khong dugc thu han...

Nghi dén khudén mit 4m tram bi 6i cua Hoa Tréac, trong long nang hot
hoang thap thom, cling sg Hoa Trac s& lam han bi thuong..

Liéu Nham Phong nhe nhang day cira phong ra, nhin thdy dau tién chinh la
khuon mat tai nhot, Vii Duong dua vao cdt giuong ma ngan ngo. Co hong
han nhu bi trat xi ming, ddy mat thAm trdm thoang qua tia dau long, nhe
nhang dong cua lai.

Nghe duoc tiéng vang, Ly Vii Duong ngan ngu’(n ra, thiy han ding & ctra,
von khudn mat tai nhot lai cang khong c6 huyét sac.

Hai nguoi yén ling khong néi, chi lang ling nhin thang vio mat nhau,
khong khi tram mac ¢ trong phong nay bay ra mdt ¢6 vu thuong kho dién ta.

“Chang...” Hoi lau sau, Ly Vii Duong ly diing khi, 6n nhu danh v& yén
lang, “....da tré la1?”

Anh mat hian 4m tram khoa chit trén ngudi nang, khong néi khong dong,
chi 1a nhin nang.
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Nang mé cdp mat nhin han, nhin vao cho6 sau tham trong con nguoi kho do
kia, nhung lai nhin khong thau ¥ tudng trong long d6i phuong nén vo cung lo
50, “Chang n6i chuyén véi han ro1 ha?”

“U.” Cau tra 101 cta han that ngan gon.

Nghe duogc ngir diéu cta han khong chat bat an, long ciia nang tram xudng,
anh mat buon ba, “Vay bay gio chac chang da biét thiép...”

“Ta dem tat ca do tra lai cho han r6i.” Liéu Nham Phong bdng nhién ngat
161, di dén trudc mat nang.

Nhin han nhich lai gan minh, nang theo ban nang thoi lui ra phia sau. Nang
da khong con mat miii nao d61 dién véi han roi.

Nhin Ly Vi Duong lui budc, long han dau xot, dua tay kéo nang vao trong
long nguc cua minh, d6i moi nong ryc hon 1én d61 méi mém mai cua nang,
khién hoi th¢ hai nguoi giao nhau.

Cu chi am ap cua han khién long nang chan dong.

“Chang...” Thai d6 ciia Liéu Nham Phong that khién nguoi khac ho db.
Hin da biét chan tudng, nhung van nhu tinh nhu viy nén lam nang thay bat
ngo.

“U! Khéng sao.” Han dju thi tham & vanh tai nang.
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“Khong sao...” Nang ngang dau 1én, trong anh mat long lanh hién 1én vé
bat dac di, cling c6 chit nghi ngo.

Anh mat khiép so ctia Vii Duong lam tdm hin cing thang, voi vang 6m
chat lay nang, giong nhu s¢ mat di.

“Ping, khong sao, nwong tr.” Han n6i nhe nao tai nang. “Vi Duong...
Maic ké nguoi khac néi nhiing gi, nang chinh la Ly Vi Duong, 1a nuong tir
cua ta.”

Cho du khap thién ha cudi hdn ngu mudi, han cling khong phan bac, chi
can nang khong noi ra, han c6 thé vi nang ngu mudi doi gat ca doi.

Nguc nang nhoi 1€n, mac du chi 1a may chitr don gian, nhung phia sau lai
mang y nghia sdu xa. Chi can nang khong no6i, qué khtr cua nang c6 thé 1a bi
mat vinh vién.

ROt cudc, nudc mat de nén that lau khong nhin dugce nita tran ra, nang 6m
lay c0 han, kich dong thi tham, “That xin 101, that xin 161...”

Liéu Nham Phong gio tay khé vudt go mé cua nang, lau di nudc mat,
“Pung noi xin 101, khong lién quan dén nang.”

Cam dong cung buc bach trong long han chuyén bién lién hoi, dem mat
clia nang vui vao trong 1ong nguc minh, khong noi nira.
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Chuwong 18

Chan tudng trong quéa khit lién bi hai nguoi tu lra d6i ma dé & trong long,
chi 1a du c6 tron tranh thé nao, cai gi nén dén thi cling s€ dén.

Mot budi chi€u nang ruc rd, ho trudng lao nghe duogc tin tirc cuia ho chu,
lién mang theo doan ngudi vao kinh cau kién, nhung lai 16 mat. Bon ho nghe
n6i Liéu Nhuge Van sang soém da di dén Can Vuong phu.

Nghe thdy dap an nhu thé, sic mit trudng 1do khé bién, khong thé lam gi
khac hon 1a dan doan ngudi di vao Can Vuong phu. Sau khi thong bdo, dng
1ap tirc dugc cung kinh mo1 vao phu.

“Lao gia gia!” Ly Vii Duong vira nhin thiy 6ng 1o hién lanh di vao cira,
khoe miéng khong khoi kh€ nhéch 1én.

Truéng 13o c6 chat ¢6 ky nhin nang mot cai, theo ban ning né tranh dnh
mat than thién kia, nhin thang vé hudng ghé ngdi cua Nhugc Van.

“Ho chu!” Nhiéu nim khong thay, nhin ho chi an toan, trudng 130 khong
nhin dugc trai tim kich dong, thanh am c6 chit nghen ngao, “Qua that la
ngai... Lao phu khong phai 1a dang nam mo cht?”

“Trudng 130,” Pay mit Lidu Nhuoc Van ciing 16e sang, dua tay dd trudong
1o day, “Nhiing nam gan day kho cuc cho nguoi r61.”

“Khoéng kho cuc, khong kho cuc.” Truong 140 cam tay hin khong budng,
“Nhirng nam gan day 1a ho chu chiu kho méi dung.”
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“N6i chiu khd ciling qué ning 10i, nhung ma ding 1a mét hét phap luc
thanh nguoi binh thuong théi.” Han phat phat tay, giong di€u hoi hot.

“Mat hét phap luc?!” Trudng 13o nhiu may.

“Yén tam di, day chi 1a tam thoi, hién tai mac du chua hoi phuc duoc muoi
phan cong luc, nhung it ra da c6 bay tm phan, ta tin rang qua mot thoi gian
nita cong luc s& phuc hoi nhu cii. Hudng chi bay gid con ¢6 than y ¢ day, ta
khong hoi phuc ciing kho!” Lidu Nhugce Van nira an Gi nira tréu gheo noi.

Anh mit truong 140 nhin vé phia Nham Phong va Vit Duong, gat dau hanh
1€, “Coc chu!”

Liéu Nham Phong gat nhe dau voi han.

“Trudng 130 sao lai dot nhién vao kinh?” Liéu Nhuoc Van dinh than nhin
han, “Nguoi phai hi€u, noi nay la dia ban ciia Hoa Trac, 1a khu vuc rat nguy
hiém vo1 ho tde.”

“L3o than hiéu, chi 1a...” Hin thd dai, co6 chit kho xir nhin Liéu Nham
Phong dang tram mac.

Liu Nham Phong nhay cam phét hién 6ng dang nhin vé phia minh, trong
mat l6e 1én mot tia bat dac di, han nhan nhat m& miéng, “Trudng 130 vao
kinh, chang 1€ co lién quan téi ta?”

“Thay vi n6i c6 lién quan dén coc chu, khong bang néi 1a ¢6 li€n quan dén
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Quan chua.”

“Ta?” Ly Vil Duong nghi hodc trimg mét nhin.

“Nhu Y... d3 bat dugc vi dao nhan diét ho toc nim déy.”

Nghe dugc cau ndy, sic mat Ly Vii Duong chuyén bién, 1ap tic khan
trrong nhin vé phia Liéu Nham Phong, chuyén ndy nang hau nhu da quén.

“Nguoi nao?” Giong ciia han mang theo mot tia kich dong khong dé dang
phat hién ra, “O Mong Hon coc sao?”

Trudng 1o khong tra 101, y vi sdu xa nhin Vii Duong mot cai.

Anh mat nay, khién nguc nang cing thang, bong chdc cam thay kho tho.

Liéu Nham Phong thay thé, nhe nhang nam ly tay nang, nhung mit nang
da trang béch. Han ben lac dau may cai véi nang.

Khong thé néi sao? Nang khong tu chu duoc nam chat tay cua hin, tim luc
chong do.

Hai mét cua trudng 130 hoi thu lai, thanh am trAm nhe lai mang luc sat
thuong vo cung 1om, “Bdi vi viéc nay c6 quan h¢ trong dai, cho nén than dan
nguoi to1 day, bay gio dang ¢ bén ngoai, trén xe ngua.”
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“Dan ngudi téi!” Liéu Nhuge Van 1ap tic ra 1énh.

“Khéng!” Liéu Nham Phong khong nhin dugc thot 1én, “Dan nguoi vé
Mong Hon coc, chuyén nay cho giét dugec Hoa Trac ro1 nodi tiep.”

Anh mét cta Liéu Nhuoc Van nhin vé phia hén, dbi voi kich dong cua hin
cam thay vo cung ky la. Lieu Nhugc Van it khi nhin thay chau minh luong
cudng nhu theé.

“Léo than ciing cho 1a ddn nguoi vao day cling khong 6n.” Trudng 140 phu
hoa noi.

“Visao?” Li€u Nhugc Van gian tai mat.

“Boi vi noi nay 1a Can Vuong phii.” Anh mit cia trudng 3o roi vao trén
nguoi Nham Phong, khong khoi cam thay that vong. Thai d6 cuia coc chit 16
rang... “Cdc chu, chang 18 ngai d biét hét rdi sao?”

Liéu Nham Phong mit lanh, khong déap 1.

“H6 chi, ngudi d6 1a...” Trudng ldo dung lai, dinh noi thang véi Nhuoc
Van: “tht phi cia Can Vuong gia, Tu Do Linh. Nang dang ¢ trong xe ngua
bén ngoai. Luc trudc bénh ndng da duoc cde chu ciru qua, nhung hi¢n tai xem
ra, nang da cach cai chét khong xa roi. Ca ngudi nang khong on trén ca ching
duong, thoi gian hon mé con dai hon thoi gian tinh tdo, so 13 s& khong song
dugc bao 1au, nhung miéng nang rat cing ran, du hoi thé nao, nang ciing
khong chiu no1.”
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Nhin thiy truong 150 nodi chuyén lanh ling, tim ctia Ly Vii Duong nhu bi
nhéo manh, nhin sau sic Liéu Nham Phong mot cai, cling khong luu luyén
nira, rit tay ciia minh vé, ngay lap tirc x0ng ra ngoai.

Nhung khi dén gan xe ngua, nang lién bi Nhu Y can lai.

Nhu Y cin ban 1a khong thich Vii Duong, hién tai 1d rang cang thém chan
ghét, “Khong c6 1énh cta coc chu, bat luan ké nao ciing khong dugc dén
gan!”

Ly Vii Duong ddy nang ta ra, nong ndy leo 1én xe ngua, qua nhién nhin
thay khuén mat tai nhgt cua Tu D6 Linh ndm ¢ trong xe ngua.

“Di Linh?” Nang kh& goi.

Nghe thay tiéng goi quen thudc, Tu Po Linh ging sitc mo hai mat. “Vii
Duong?!” Thay Ly Vii Duong, nang nang 1én khoe mi¢ng, vuon tay vé phia
trude.

Ly Vii Duong bt dugc ban tay lanh ngit cta nang, 45 nang ngdi day.

Bo dang yéu dudi cua Di Linh khién Ly Vii Duong 14 cha chuc khoc, qua
kh bat chot tran veé.

“Di Linh...” Trong thanh am ctia nang kho nén dau thuong, “Tai sao co thé
nhu vay?”
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“Pung khoc...” Tu Do Linh thi tham, “Dung khoc...”

Om di Linh, Ly Vii Duong hiéu 16 ¢6 mét vai chuyén du khong muén hoi
nhung lai khong thé khong hoi. “Di Linh, nguoi c6 thé néi cho Vii Duong
biét c6 chuyén gi xay ra hay khong? Cha ta... That sy 12 hung thu giét me cua
Nham Phong sao?”

Bi Nhu Y bat toi day, doc theo dudong di, Tu D6 Linh mic du bénh khong
nhe nhung ciing khong hdé d6. Nang cung Vuong gia von tudng rang co thé
dem Vii Duong giao cho Nham Phong chim soc, dang tiéc tao hoa tréu
nguoi, that khong ngd hin lai 1 con ctia Thai tir va hd yéu, 1a nguoi nam d6
duoc co gia xudng tay luu tinh!

Mic du nhu thé, nang van khong noi gi. Coi nhu bon ho ¢6 giét nang, nang
cling khong quan tam. Nang s€ tuan theo phan pho cua tiéu thu— ca doi1 déu
khong thira nhan than thé chan chinh cia Vi Duong!

“Nam d6 co gia tin 1am 10i néi cua Hoa Trac, qua that... Giét khong it
nguoi.” Tu D6 Linh tua lung vao Ly Vi Duong, n61 nhé, “Co gia rat hoi han,
cling tan luc nghi cach dén bu, déng tiéc cudi ciing van phai boi thuong bang
mang ciia minh va tiéu thu. Chi 13 tit ca moi chuyén déu khong lién quan dén
con, bdi vi con 1a Ly Vil Duong, Vuong gia da thu nguoi 1am nghia nir, khap
thién ha déu biét nguoi ho Ly.”

Di Linh kinh yéu trong long nang, glong nhu mot dang vé1 Nham Phong,
d3 vi nang, khong tiéc lira dbi ngudi trong ho tdc ly.

Nudc mat cua nang roi xuong.
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“Lau nudc mat di, dung khoc, hay noi vo1 nguoi ta 1a di Linh nhat duoc
con. Con la c6 nhi. Nh¢ 161 n6i1 cua Di Linh — con 1a Ly Vii Duong, mac ké
bat luan ké nao hoi dén, ciing dung thira nhan cha con 1a Dodn Liéu Pham,
mau than 1a Thay Tam, c6 hiéu hay khong?”

Poi tay cta nang lanh nhu bang, sic mit tring béch. Mot doan tinh cam
von di vo cung thuan khiét, lay tam dé doi dai véi nhau, nay néu Itra gat nhau,
con co thé giong chan tinh tha thiét sao?

“Tat ca moi t6i 161 hiy dé cho ta ganh.” Tu P06 Linh dot nhién kich dong,
cam that chit tay cua nang, giong di¢u don dap, “Phu vuong cia con... Yéu
cau bon hin dung 1am kho dé phu vuong cta con, con c6 Nic nhi... Tat ca
déu khong lién quan dén cac nguoi...” Bong chdc, tay nang budng 10ng, than
thé mém nhiin, hon mé bét tinh.

Ly Vii Duong phat hién nguoi trong nguc khong con phan tng, kinh hai
kéu mat tiéng.

Ngay lic d6, Liéu Nham Phong 14p tirc vén mot thanh rém Ién.

Nang d6t nhién quay dau lai, bén mat giao nhau, trong 10ng trao 1én trim
ngan cam xuc, nhung nang lac ddu mudn minh tinh tio lai, mot tay bat l1ay tay
han noi: “Di Linh ngat di, chang mau dén xem cho nguoi1.”

Liéu Nham Phong khong hoi nhiéu, 1ap tirc dua tay bé di Linh vao Can
Vuong phu, cho du cam nhan dugc d&nh mat lanh nhu bang va xem thuong
ciia moi ngudi xung quanh, han van khong thay doi.

Coi nhu dén gio khac nay, thai d§ cua han da té rod rang han lya chon Vi
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Duong, di€éu nay khién cho nhiing nguodi ¢ day déu mang tam su riéng.

bém dan khuya, dudi anh nén, nang nhin mdt miii tai nhot cua di Linh, rat
r0 rang chuyén da dén nudc nay, nang da khong con suc lyc ngan can hau
qua sap deén.

Sau khi Liéu Nham Phong cham kim, tdm tri cia di Linh dan dan tré ve,
vua tinh lai, lién run ray néi: “Nguoi khong nén vao kinh, Hoa Trac van
mudn lay ti€u thu... Nguoi nay, nguoi phai cach xa han ra!”

“Pa khong kip roi.” Nang can than thay di Linh kéo chin, néi nhe nhang.
Di Linh mo to mat.

Gidng nhu dang noi chuyén khong lién quan dén minh, mit cia Ly Vil
Duong t6 ra binh tinh, “Han dua sinh 18 ti, chéng qua da bi ta cy tuyét. Budn
cudi nhét chinh 13, nguot khdi xudng, ké dﬁy méau tanh lai dén trude mait ta
no6i rang, mdi huyét thu mudi ndm trude 1a do cha ta ham vinh hoa pha quy
moi thay han ban mang, cudi cing chinh minh ciing khong c6 phiic hudng
thy.”

“Han noi bay!” Tu B6 Linh bat dau kich dong, “Han noi bay...”

“Ta biét r5.” Ly Vii Duong s¢ nang ngat di, voi vang trdn an nang. “Di
Linh, nguoi binh tinh chit.”

“Phu vuong ctia nguoi bi nguoi ctia Liéu Nham Phong bat!” Tu Do Linh
khong cach nao binh tinh, “Goi han... Han ¢6 thé giap nguoi. Sau do, Hoa
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Trac va nhiing nguoi khac s€ khong dam lam gi nguoi, phu vuong cia nguoi
co thé bao vé nguoi!”

“Di Linh, dung nong voi. Pén nudc nay, ai con co thé cham séc cho ai
day‘7 Yén tam, ta s€ cau xin Nham Phong tha phu vuong. Ve phan Hoa Trac...
Han hién tai muén gié c6 gié, mudn mua cd mua, ca tridu dinh déu bi han
déu dua gion trén tay. Han lai con dam khéng dé ¥ dén phu vuong ta, cAm
sinh 18 x6ng thang vao Can Vwong phi. Néu that su mudn iy duoc ta, ta
thdy phu viong du dung ra ngin can ciing chua chéc 1am gi duogc.”

Tu D6 Linh thé manh, hinh nhu lai mudn hén mé bét tinh.

Ly Vii Duong 6m c6 nang. Trong hoan canh bi ké c6 quyén thé uc hiép
nhu thé nay, dén thoi diém mau chot, Ly Vii Duong cling da xem thau vai
chuyé¢n.

“Di Linh, ngudi nga mot chit di.” Nang nho giong an ui Tu D6 Linh, “Ta
di tim Nham Phong, sau d6 lién mang phu vuong t41 tham nguoi.”

Trai tim Tu Do Linh van lo lang nhu ct, nhung bo1 vi than thé suy yéu nén
chi ¢6 thé nam & trén giudong, 1am vao gidc ngii khong yén 6n.

“Vu Duong!”

Nang méi ding ddy, xoay ngudi mot cai lién giat minh vi thay Liu Nhugc
Van dung phia sau minh, “Cau?”

“Yén tam di.” Nhin vé mat hoang s¢ cia nang, anh mat Liéu Nhugc Van
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nhu hoa, “Cau s& khong 1am thuong ton chau.”

Nang can than nhin han, chi thay han cham rai di t61 phong khach, r61 ngo1
xuong.

Giao phé cho Ha Vii cham so6c di Linh xong, Ly Vi Duong ciling di theo
hudng cua han vira di.

“Nam d6 néu chi bang thé luc ciia Hoa Trac, thi khong c6 kha ning tiéu
diét ho toc. Vii Duong...” Mt han than nhién nhin nang dén gan, c6 mot sb
viéc mic du hian khéng mudn 1am, nhung lai khong thé khong hoi 1d. “Ban
dau Hoa Trac c6 Doan Liéu Pham hd trg moi co thé chit cay dbt rimg, pha
hay noi cu tra ctia ho tdc... Chau biét chuyén nay sao?”

“Chau biét 15.” Nang ciing khong trén tranh, thang than néi. “Ngay hom
trude, Hoa Trac khong dé y 18 phép, kién tri dua sinh 1€ t&i, ndi tat ca 1a cia
Vi Duong.”

“Vay chau cho rang cau nén xur 1y han nhu thé nao méi phai?”

Ly Vil Duong biét cau dang lam kho minh, than 1a ho chii nén han khong
c6 cach nao né tinh riéng. Han mac du khong muon lam ton thuong Nham
Phong, nhung van phai c6 nhiing tinh toan cua minh.

“Chau mic du khong phai con rudt cia Can Vuong gia, nhu’ng da ¢ trong
Hoang that nhiéu nim, ciing biét Hoa Trac kéo bé két phal gay roi loan triéu
chinh, di khong ai tri dugc han. May ngay nay, cau da thdy may tén la hodc
dilai & méy dinh thy phu can, xem ra than phan cta cau da bi 10 ra ngoai 1.
Lan tinh toan nay Hoa Trac khong chi muén tiéu diét Nham Phong, ma con
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muon nho ¢d tan goc, tiéu diét ho tde

Ly Vii Duong nghe vay kinh hii, diém nay nang van chua kip nghi dén.

“Hoang thuwong phat bénh cii, Thai tir bi dién, ma Can Vuong gia som da
tir bo quyén luc nhiéu nam... Han c6 thé bao vé dugc nha minh nhung van
khong thé bao vé dugc Nham Phong.” Giong di€u cua cau nghiém trong.
“Néu da t&i mire nay, Nham Phong kién tri nhu cii, khong chiu tri bénh cho
Thai tir, chi lo canh gitr bén canh chau, nhu vay thi du cho hén ¢6 1a ho hang
bén ngoai cua cau, cau cling khong c6 cach nao lya chon ding vé phia hén,
d6i 1ap voi ho toc. Néu that sy coO mot ngdy nay, chang nhitng Vuong gia
khong bao vé duoc hin, ma hd tdc cling dudi hén, hin s& lam ké thu véi tit ca
moi ngudi, cudi cung chi co thé cat dut dudng séng cta minh.”

Trai tim nang lanh 1€o khong dut, viéc 0 rang da dén nudc nay, bat luan
nang co gang thé nao di nira cling khong thé 1am ho tdc ti€p nhan nang.

Néu nhu hdn lga chon nang, dong nghia vadi viéc han va ho toc nhu nudce
v6i Ira; ma néu nhu Hoa Trac nho ¢6 tan goc, viéc ma phu vuong cua nang
lam dugc cling chi ¢6 han....

Thuec té tan khdc ¢p budc nang phai lya chon, cling x¢é rach tinh cam trong
long nang.

“Cau, chau hiéu rd ro1, chau chi cau xin cau moét chuyén...”

Liéu Nhuoc Van 6n hoa nhin nang, doi nang mé mi¢ng.
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“Tha phu vuong chau ra, sau d6 chau sé€ ro1 di.” Cuoi cung, nang chi co thé
e 9 9
lra chon con dudng nay. “Rd1 xa mai mai, cuoc doi nay chau sé khong ga
e v 9 N .
lai chang nira!”

Lidu Nhuoc Van khéng chan cho gat dau dong y, day chinh 1a két qua ma
han muon. Nhin khon mat tuyén my dau thuong cua nang, 161 htra cuia nang
khién han yén tam, nhung cling khong nén duoc tieng thd dai.

Pém d3 khuya, nhung toi nay khong c6 may nguoi co thé yén giac.

Ly Vii Duong cham ri di vé phia sanh trudc van con anh sang cua dén
dau, doan duong nay khong dai, nhung lai giong nhu di mai khong hét.

Nang phai dién kich truée mit moi ngudi, khdng lira duge moi ngudi ciing
khong sao, chi can ltra dugc Liéu Nham Phong 1a du.

Nang tung 1a Quan chua c6 tat ca trong tay, nhu’ng hanh phuc va tiéng cudi
trong qua khu nhay mat di bién mat, khi nang mudn nim bat lai thi di khong
con kip nira roi.

Duyén phan cing véi han dén ngdy hom nay that giong nhu 13 mot giac
mong, mat thay s€ phai tinh, nang s€ phai trd lai véi1 hién thuc khong c6 han.
Quen biét voi han giong nhu chuyén hom qua, nhung hom nay... lai phai két
thuc.

“Vii Duong, t6i day!” Trong thinh duong, Liéu Nham Phong dua tay vé
phia nang, glo phut nay co 1€ tinh tdo khac thuong, “Nang cling mé¢t méi hon
ntra ngay, ngdi xuong di.”

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Mot bén ¢6 binh tra thugng hang Thiét Quan am, con c¢6 banh hoa mai ma
nang thich nhat. Pot nhién, nang lai nghi t61 dém hoém do, ngay ma tuyét bay
toan loan.

Khi nang con nhé tudi, ngdi mot minh, 6m trong nguc tim tinh hung phan
cho phu than tré lai... Cha me néi s€ trd lai tim nang, nhung nang dgi mai
cling khong thay bon ho.....

Nang cam banh hoa mai 1én cin mot miéng, vi ngot ngao trén dau ludi lam
nang dau budn, nudc mat ciing khong nhin dugc roi xubng.

“Khong c6 chuyén gi.” Thay nang wu thuong rung rung nudc mat, Lidu
Nham Phong nho gigng tran an nang.

Chi don gian may chit thoi lai lam 1ong ctia nang dau x6t. Nang ciing that
su hy vong co6 thé khong c6 viéc gi, thé nhung cudi cung chi 1a Itra minh doi
nguoi.

Hit mot hoi that sau, nang 6n dinh lai tdm tinh, di dém dem banh hoa mai
dua dén bén mi¢ng han, “Chang cling an di.”

Nang nhin han kh€ can mét miéng. Han 1a ngudi ma nang yéu thuong nhat
trong cudc doi nay, bon ho da c6 mot quang thoi gian vui vé, nang cling nén
thay thoa man di thoi.

“Vii Duong,” Liéu Nhuoc Van bong dung mo miéng, ngir diéu viing vang,
pha v& phut gidy than mat ngan ngui ctia bon ho, “Cau ciing khong quanh co
long vong véi chdu nita, ciu cling chi hoi chdu mot cdu— cha me rudt cua
chau la ai?”
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“Cau, mudn roi, moi ngudi cling mét moi mot ngay roi, ¢co chuyén gi hom
sau noi tiep.” Vé mat cua Lieu Nham Phong chua thay d6i, nhan nha rét ly
tra, dua cho nang.

“Nham Phong, trén ranh dugc nhat thoi, ciing khong tron thoat dugc mot
doi1.” Lieu Nhuge Van nhe nhang néi, “Cau khong mudn hoai nghi chau,
nhung chuyén nay chau da som biét su tinh ro1, dung khong?”

Hai mét cua Nham Phong hoi thu lai, mang bd mat sa sam, im lang khong
noi.

Nhin bo dang ctia han, trong 1ong cia Vii Duong khong khoi dau dén.

“CAau,” Hai mit cua nang 16e sang, binh tinh nhin vé phia Liéu Nhuoc Van,
“Tat ca déu khong lién quan dén Nham Phong.”

Han nhan nhat m¢ miéng, “Vi Duong, nang khong can giai vay ho ta.”

“Thi€p khong c6.” Nang lac dau, kién quyét noéi, “Thi€p chi noi sy that. Tu
dau dén cudi, thi€p von khong c6 noi su that véi chang.” Loi noi clia nang...,
1a n6i cho ho tdc nghe.

Bt ¢t vé mat ndo cua nang ciing déu khién tdim ctia Nham Phong dau
nhoi, hoi thé don dap.

“Nguoi c¢6 quan hé phu tir voi Doan Liéu Pham?” Trudng 140 1én tiéng hoi.
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Nang gitng giang, lac nay nang dot nhién do du. Nang chi mudn pht nhén,
néu thanh cong thi c6 thé khong can dé tam dén nira...

Liéu Nham Phong bong dtng 1én, di t&i bén canh nang, dua tay nhe khoac
1€n trén vai cia nang, lac dau voi nang.

Han yéu nang, chi can nang phu nhan, han 1€ 1ay tinh mang bao v¢ nang,
dé hd tdc cua han tieép nhdn nang mdc du van con nghi ngo trong long.
Nhung... nang that su vi han, di trén con duong doi 1ap voi ho toc sao?

Cha nang la ké thu cua hin, bon ho khong thé thay doi sy that nay; ma thé
luyc cua Hoa Trac qua 16n manh, lic nao cling c6 thé 1ay tinh mang han —
nén lam nhu thé nao, dap 4n da rd ranh ranh.

“Can Vuong gia da thu dudng ta, d6i ho Ly cho ta...” Nang rdt cudc ciing
m¢ mi¢ng, ngir diéu binh tinh, khong budn khong vui no6i, “Ta xac thyc 1a ho
Dodn. Tén ta l1a Doan Vii Duong, phu than 13 Dodn Liéu Pham, mau than 13
Thay Tam. Ngudi nguoi noéi tiéu diét hd toc naim d6 — Anh mat nang kién
dinh, nghiém tic tra 101, “Chinh la phu than ta.”

Tay ctia Liéu Nham Phong dang khodac 1én vai ctia nang tir tir bo xudng,
han kinh ngac nhin nang, khong n61 khong dong.

Lo1 ndi cua nang..., khién bén trong mot manh yén tinh.

“Pay dtng la su that trang tron.” Nhu Y néi dau tién, “Thi ra nguoi méi
chinh la ké thu 16n nhat cua chung ta!”
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Nang nhan nhat phan bac. “Giét ngudi chinh 13 cha ta, khong phai 1a ta.”

“Thé nao?” Nhu Y khong khach khi kéo tay cua nang, “Ngwoi muén phu
nhén moi thu di¢t tdc ndm do u?”

Nhu Y kéo tay khién nang thiy dau, nhung nang van khong thot 1én tiéng
nao, “Ta khong phai pha nhan, chi 1a ké lai su that.”

“Su that chinh 13 cha nguoi nim d6 tro luc da thuong cong chua, khién
Hoa Trac bat duoc cong chaa dua dén dai dién, hai cong chua chét dudi dao
ctia hin, khién Thai tir bi dién, cbc chi khong co chd nwong than, ho toc bi
that lac nguoi... Ma xem ra nguoi lai sdng rat tét, trong Can Vuong phua an
ngon mac dep, dugc lam Quéan chuaa cao cao tai thuong?!”

Nhu Y khong luu tinh bac bo 10i ciia nang, khién Ly Vii Duong dau dén
khong muén song, khong phan bac duoc.

Mit mili thé luong budn b ciia nang hudng vé phia Liéu Nham Phong, 4y
nay khong dam noi voi han. Mac du nang da noéi thang dap an cho moi nguoi,
nhung su that nay cling mang dén dau kho cho han.

Han da sém biét su that lai ngam cho phép nang khong néi ra, myc dich 1a
muodn ltra minh d61 nguoi, bat chap tat cad bao v¢ nang, ma bay gio — nang
lai lva chon day han ra xa, han that khong c6 cach nao ti€p can nang thém
ntra!

Nang nan ra khuén mat cuoi guong gao, bat dac di nhin han, “Kinh ngac
sao? Ta da Itra nguoi bao lau nay, nhung da dén budc nay roi, ta cling khong
con cach nao ltra nguoi nira.”
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“Vii Duong...” Than thé han chan dong, cam thay ndi dau trudc nay chua
tung co.

“Dung no1 nita.” Nang lac dau véi han, “Hién tai... ta mudn doi nhan tinh
v6i coc chu.”

Cdc chu?! Hin hit mét hoi, cap mét hip lai, kinh ngac nhin nang.

“Ta da tung ctru nguoi mot mang, néu khong cé ta, mudi nam trudc nguoi
da chét trong tran gid tuyét kia.”

Chan may han chau lai, khong hi€u y ctia nang.

“Cho nén, tha phu vuong ta ra, cai nay la nguoi thi€éu ng ta. Con nira,
nguoi phai ra tay ctru di Linh, gitt dugc 101 hira ciia nguoi — it nhat phai dé
cho nang con song, thoa man dugc nguyén vong cua ta.”

Nang cang ndi cang run ray, khién Liéu Nham Phong kich dong mudn kéo
nang lai, lai bi Ly Vii Duong phéat hi¢n, né tranh dung cham cua han.

Nang khong nhin hén nita, ma 1a tinh tdo nhin Liéu Nhugc Van, “Cau, oan
¢4 dau, no c6 chu, cho du mudn bao thy, cling phai di tim cha me ta, mot chut
lién hé véi ta cling khong co. Hién tai moi cac nguoi ra khoi Can Vuong phi,
tir nay vé sau, chiing ta khong con quan hé. Néu khong roi di, dimg trach ta
khong khach khi.”

“Hur! Xem ra nguoi mudn dat khoat cat dit quan hé nay!” Nhu Y khinh
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thuong noi.

“Sy that d3 ¢ trudc mat, ta duong nhién phai mudn gitt minh.” Nang dé
cho suy nghi cta minh chét ling, tiép tuc noi: “Néu nhitng hd yéu khac biét
t61 1a ké thu giét nguoi ctia hd toc, phat dién 1én thi s& phat sinh ra chuyén gi?
Thtra co h6i nay, ta va cac ngu’O’i vach rd ranh gi6i ciing t6t, du sao ta ciing c6
thé tI‘O’ vé 1am Quén chua, vé phan cac ngu’m C6 thé bao thu thi hay di bao
thu, néu khong béo thu duogc, lién som Ve an cu trong rung di, du sao cling
gilr dugec mot mang séng. Cac nguoi di vé thi di ctra sau, tir nay vé sau, chiing
ta khong con lién quan.”

“Nguoi noi cai gi?!” Nhu Y dung sttc danh mot cai vao mat ban, xong dén
bén nang.

“Nhu Y!” Truong 3o 1ap tirc 1én tiéng khién trach, “Khong cho phép lam
bay!”

“Cha, cha khong nghe thiy nang ta noi cai gi sao? Cha timg dai phat tir bi
thay nang chira thuong, nang lai dung giong no6i khinh thuong nay noi voi
ching ta.”

Anh mat co tri cta trudng 130 nhin Vii Duong. Ptra bé nay lic nho di thién
luong, Ong khong tin nang V1 t1nh mang cua minh ma thay do1 thanh nhu thé
nay, tru phi... Ong rii mi mat Xuong, cho du dau long cho uat uc cua dira nho
nay, nhung vi tdn vong cua ho toc, ong chi co thé lya chon tram mic.

“Tai sa0?”” Liéu Nham Phong khong hiéu, hoi nang, trong mat tran day dau
doén cung that vong.
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Nang that tha nhin vé phia trudce, déi voi cau hoi cua han, danh mat diéc tai
ngo, nudc mat chi co thé chay vé day long.

“Tdt, oan ¢6 dau, no ¢d chy,” Lidu Nhuoe Van dimg 1€n, ¥ vi sau xa liée
nhin nang mét cai, “Giét toc nhan cua ta 1a cha nguoi chir khong phai nguoi,
ta co thé tha cho ngwoi mot con dudng sdng, nhung tir nay vé sau — ching ta
s& khong con lién quan dén nhau nita! Di!”

Han dung trudc mat nang, nhin cham cham nang, moi cau noi cia nang
déu nhu mtii dao ddm vao tim cua han.

“Chau con dimg & d6 1am céi gi?” Thay han bat dong, Lidu Nhuoc Van ¢d
nén dau long khé khién trach, “Quan chua da lya chon, chang 1€ chau da quén
moi thu cta tdc ta sao? That sy vi tu tinh ma khong dé v dén nghiép 16n?”

Han nhin nang that sau, tram mic khong néi gi, ddy mat chot 16e 1én bat
dac di mai khong mo.

Cha me cta hin vi tinh yéu da bat ké moi viée, 1am lién luy dén vo sb tinh
mang, bao gém ca cha me cua némg, nhung cho du hy sinh mang nguc‘ri nhiéu
nhu vay, hai ngu’ol yéu nhau van am duong xa cach... Ma bay gid hin lai vi
tinh yéu mubn bo qua moi thu, cling nhu tang thém mot vét thuong cho moi
ngudi. HO toc nudi nang hin tir nhd, chang 18 han mudn 1am ho toc that vong
sao?

La nang thay hén lya chon, cudc doi nay — la hén phu bac nang!

Hit sdu mot cai, han rot cudoc khong quay dau lai nira, di ra ctra chinh.
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Nang cd y xoay nguoi, khong cé diing khi nhin han budc di. Nang khoc
khong ra tiéng, chi 1a khong ngung roi 1€...

“Céo biét”, Nang lién mang theo Ha Vil dua Tu D6 Linh cing nhau 1én xe
ngua.
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Chuwong 19

Vén la tiét troi dang sang trong ryc 1o anh néng, no6i thay doi lién thay do6i
ngay, bau tro1 dot nhién tran day may den, sac tro1 u am nhu dém den kéo
xudng, rat c6 xu thé Thai Son do xubng. (bdnkh bao: em cing k biét dién ta
sao (@@, moi nguoi tuong tuong ra nhd.)

“Di Linh, xem ra troi muén mua.” Ly Vii Duong d& Tu D6 Linh dang quy
trén mat dat 1én, noi.

Mot budi sang tinh mo, bon ho dén dang huong truéc mo cha me cua di
Linh. Doan duong nay rat xa, cong thém di Linh bénh nang chua khoi, cho
nén bon ho di ntra ngay mai dén.

“Linh Vuong phi, Quan chua, nhin sic trdi nay, khong bang ching ta tim
mot cho tranh mua thoi.” Ha Vi vira don dep do cung vira dé nghi.

“Ciing tot.” Tu D6 Linh dua tay chi ngdi miéu cach d6 khong xa, “Ta nhé
dang trudc c6 micu son than, ching ta di t&i1 cho do thoi.”

Ly Vii Duong nang di Linh 1én xe ngua, sau d6 ba nguoi di téi miéu son
than.

“Di Linh, nguoi c6 khoe khong?”

Tu D6 Linh vi dung strc xudng xe di vao trong micu, trén tran hién Ién mot
tang mo hod1, nhung nang van nhac lén khoe miéng, “Ta van con di duoc.”
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“Nhin mot lac nita théi, chung ta sap dén roi.”

Viura vao mi€u son than, Vi Duong 1ap tirc phui bui & mot cho, giap di
Linh ngdi xudng, Ha Vii vira méi vao, bén ngoai da do mua x01 xa.

“Mua nhu thé nay dang la doa nguoi!” Ha Vi oan gidn noi. M&i1 khong
lau, xiém y cua nang déu da udt hét rou.

Ly Vi Duong nhin ra bén ngoai, trdn mua nay dung la lam ngudi ta ung
ph6 khong kip. Néu mua khong nging, trén dudng s& toan bun lay. Ma tinh
trang than thé cta di Linh lai khong thich hop & trén xe ngua, xe ngya di trén
duong sé lic lu, noi khong chimng bon ho phai nga ca dém & noi nay.

Ciing may trudc khi di dang huong, 6ng ngoai di sai ngudi chuan bi nhiéu
lvong kho cho bon ho, cho nén ¢ day nghi ngoi ca dém ciling khong sao.

“Di Linh, nghi ngoi trudc di.” Nang can than dem chin mong trén xe ngya
dap lén nguoi di Linh.

Thay bén ngoai Ma nhi dang dap v6 ngwa, khoe miéng cta nang kh& nhéch
lén, ding 1€n di ra ngoai.

“Quan chaa,” Ha Vii v6i vang ngan lai, “Bén ngoai troi dang mua 16n.”

“Khong sao.” Ly Vii Duong dam mua x0ng ra ngoai, dat ngua dén dudi
mai hién, vo vO c6 cua nd, “Ma nhi ngoan, doi mua tanh chung ta lién dan
nguoi trg veé.”
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Ngua hi dai mét tiéng, dot nhién dam chan, y hét miii tén xong ra ngoai.

Nang kinh ngac, trong long quynh Ién, lién mudn dudi theo. “Ma nhi.”

“Quan chta dimg budc, ngudi chay thé nio ciing s& khong dudi kip mot
con ngua.” Ha Vi kéo lay nang, “Ma nhi thong minh nhu vay, nhat dinh s€ tu
minh tr¢ ve.”

“N6 chua bao gio nhu vay...” Nhin bong dang con ngua bién mat trén
dudong mon, long ctia nang giong nhu bi khoét mat mot chd, day 1a mén do
duy nhat han dé lai cho chang, nhung né di mat roi......

Nhin khuon mat tai nhot cua chu tr, Ha Vi cling khong nhin dugc kho
chiu, nang bi€t Quan chia dang nhé té1 Quan ma gia.

Nghe dugc tiéng ho ciia di Linh sau lung minh, Ly Vii Duong vdi vang lay
lai tinh than. Hién tai nang phai cham soc cho di Linh, khong c6 thot gian &
day thuong cam.

“Chung ta phai tim chuat cti dot méi duge,” Nang néi vo1 Ha Vi “Trén xe
ngua c0 40 mua —

“Quan chua, ngudi nghi ngo1 mot lat di,” Ha Vi c6 chuat dau 1ong nhin chu
tor ¢6 gang tran dinh mat mii, “No6 ty dam nhiém viéc nay la duogc r61.”

Ly Vi Duong cling khong cu tuyét, di téi trudc mat di Linh, thay nang kéo
chan lén, minh thi nghiéng ngudi dya vao mdt bén.
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D61 voi nang ma no61, Ma nhi cling chi 1a mdt con ngua ma théi... L6 miii
chua x06t, hoc mat nong Ién, cudi cung nang chi c6 thé nham hai mat, che giau
cam xuc kho sé cia minh.

Bt tri bat giac, nang ngu thiép di, doi khi nang tinh lai, Ha Vi da bot gidn,
dang cung di Linh tro chuyén véi nhau.

“Quan chua, nguot da tinh ro61 a?”” Ha Vi vira nhin thay nang néi: “Co doi
bung khong? Noi nay c¢6 banh hoa mai, chi la ¢6 chut hong.”
) y

Nhin banh ngot dua dén truéc mat minh, Ly Vi Duong cudi mot tiéng,
“That may c6 nguoi ¢ day, néu khong ching ta khong biét phai lam sao.”

“Quan chua sao lai n61 nhu vay?” Ha Vii nhe nhang néi, “No6 ty ¢c6 mot chu
tur tot nhu nguoi, 1a phiuc khi 16n nhat cua n6 ty. Néu nguoi khong mang nd ty
di cung, nd ty s€ khoc khong ra nudc mat.”

Néi téi Ly Tt Nhir, Ly Vil Duong bat dac di the dai, “Tt Nhir ciing khong
hu, chi 1a co6 chut kiéu cang.”

“Loi ctia Quéan chua that giéng véi Linh Vuong phi.” Ha Vi liéc nhin Tu
D06 Linh, diém tinh lai m6t chat, “Méi vira 161 Vuong phi cling n61 Quan
chtia Tir Nhir va Can Vuong phi khong xau.”

Ly Vil Duong va Tu PO Linh nhin nhau cudi mét tiéng. Me con Can
Vuong phi c6 thé lam nhirng thtr nay, that ra cling boi vi ghen ti, day 1a diéu
dau kho cua nit nhan, bon ho ¢6 thé hiéu.
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Do1i them chut nira, sac troi cling to1 dan, trong mi€u am ap binh tinh, con
bén ngoai mua van to nhu cii.

Chi 1 trong tiéng mua roi, hinh nhu ¢ xen 14n v6i 4m thanh khéc...... La
tieng vo ngua, mugn anh nén bén trong mi€u, nang la nguol dau tién nhin
thay ngua cuia minh, ma ngudi di theo phia sau nd lai la....

Tim ctia nang kich dong, kich dong khong thé néi nén 15i, bong dang ay
nang qua muc quen thudc, nhung... 1a ¢ trong mong sao?

Trong con mua to, bong ddng mau den ctia Liéu Nham Phong luu loat
ngay xudng lung ngya. Han vuon tay vo vO lung ngua, vira 1a tan thudng
cling vura la cam kich, sau do, anh mét ciia hin dung lai trén nguoi nang, dem
40 choang trén nguoi ciia minh kéo xudng, di thang téi bén nang.

Nang ngang dau nhin vao trong mat den nhu hd sau cua han, thay r0 ngll
quan tuan ti cta han, ho hap nging lai, du choang vang, than thé lung lay

Hai canh tay cua hdan bam vin 12y nguoi nang.

“Nguoi...” Thién ngoén van ngit, trong lac nhat thoi nang khong biét bat
dau noi tu dau, von tudng rang cudc doi nay s€ khong gap lai, nhung sao han
lai xuat hi€n trong dém mua, ¢ noi vang vé hoang da nay?

Liéu Nham Phong néi nhé ém 4i ¢ vanh tai nang, “Luc ddy dua M4 nhi cho
nang, khong ngo no that su c6 linh tinh, dan ta téi tim nang.”
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Cai 6m am ap quen thudc cia han khién long cua nang nhu tim lai dugc
hoi am ngay trudce, chi 13, tai sao han lai & cho nay?

Dudng nhu nhin thdy nghi ngd ciia nang, Liéu Nham Phong dua tay cham
vao do1 ma co veé hoi gay go kia, chdm rai noi: “Hoang thugng bang ha.”

Long cua nang chan dong, nhd to1 101 ciia 6ng ngoai nodi xuét hién diém
xau trong kinh thanh — chinh la chuyén hoang thuong bang ha u!

Nhin trong mét thdm trdm cua Liéu Nham Phong, nang khong khoéi kich
dong, “Hoang thuong bang ha, nhung lam sao nguoi lai biét dugc noi nay?”

“Ta t&1 tim do cua ta.”

Tam cua nang lo sg. “Do cua nguoi?”

“Chinh Ia nang.” M{t cau néi don gian cua han, da udc dinh rang cudc doi
nay cua bon ho s€ khong thoat dugc duyén phan.

“Nhung cha ta da giét —”

Ngoén tay ctia han ngan chin moéi cta nang, lac dau mot cai, “Thu han nam
d6 khong lién quan dén nang, néu that sy mudn han, c6 1& nang nén hén ta.
Du sao néu khong phai vi cha me ta, cha me nang ciing khong bi kéo vao
ving nudc xody.” Han nging lai mot chut, roi noéi tiép: “Néu khong c6 cha
me ta, hdm nay co I€ nang co thé duogc hudéng dugc hanh phuc, cho nén, cudi
cung ai no ai ciing khong con quan trong nita, néu khong hiéu rd thi dimg tu
trach minh.”
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Loi néi cia Liéu Nham Phong 1am nudc mat ciia nang khong ngimg chay
xuong.

Nhin thdy nudc mat cua nang, ddy mat han thoang qua mot tia nhu tinh,
vuon tay Om nang vao trong nguc, “Trén duong to1 day, ta voi phu vuong
nang da gip mit nhau, ta d3 bao 6ng dy nhanh vé kinh chiu tang, con ta thi
nhan 1énh ho téng Linh Vuong phi vé kinh. Chi ¢c6 mot chuyén khé giai quyét
— Hoa Trac cling ¢ noi nay.”

Nghe thay cai tén nay, sac mdt nang kheé bién doi, “Lam sao c6 theé? Thiép
10 rang truyén tin v&i phu vuong, noi thiép tré vé bién cuong ma.”

“La mau phi ctia nang.” Anh mit han lanh 180, “Chinh ba ta truyén tin cho
han, n61 nang khong vé bién cuong, ma di theo di Linh vé qué nha.”

“Néu han da to1 day roi, vay sao chang con dén?!” Nang gap gap tim lay
40 han, “Han muon lay mang cua chang do!”

Han cam tay cua nang, “Ta khong quan tam.”

Pau tién nang cam dong, nhung rat nhanh lai nh& to1 khoang cach cua hai
ngudi, tim tinh 1ap tc tram xudng, * Lam sao chang co thé khong quan
tam? Than phan cua chang ton quy nhu: vay —

“Vi Duong!” Hin cudi mot tiéng, cat dirt 161 nodi cua nang, thuan tién gian
tiep truyén tin, “Ta chi 1a Li€éu Nham Phong, khong c6 hing thu doéi lai ho
Ly, ngdi vi hoang dé s€ dé cho cho phu than cua ta.”
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Nang kinh ngac tron to mit, “Phy than chang...”

Nang biét bénh cua Thai tir c6 khoi sic, nhung that sy da khoi hoan toan
sa0? Hon nita v6i ca tinh si tinh cta Thai tir, han han khong mudn 1am vua.
Cudc doi nay con chau cua han ciing khong nhiéu, néu hin khong mubn cé
ngdi vi hoang dé, vay tuong lai chi c6 dira bé ctia Thai tir phi 1én ké vi.

“Phu than ta than 1a con chau chinh théng trong hoang tdc, nhung ngu:orl
khong mudn lam hoang dé, vay nén nguoi khac méi kin dao ctng ran ep
budc hin, méi x4y ra cuc dién nim d6.” Liéu Nham Phong nhe nhang lac
dau, “Pa trai qua nhiéu chuyén, ching ta con chip nhat nhimg 18 gido kia
sa0? Ngoi vi hoang dé tuong lai nén dé lai cho ngudi ¢o tai c6 duc, vé phan
chung ta, song binh thuong qua ngay 1a duoc rdi.”

Tam tu Ly Vii Duong chan dong, nhat thoi khong biét noi céi gi.

“Hién tai ai dang co 1am hoang dé ciing khong quan trong, ngudi ma ching
ta mudn tim 1a Hoa Trac, hin bay gio da 10 mat that roi.” Théy vé mat xuc
dong ctia nang, Liéu Nham Phong dimg lai méi néi: “Chi vi nang, han da roi
xa kinh thanh, lai khong ngo té1 hoang thugng lai bang ha vao lac nay, ma
ngay trude hoang thuong da truyén ngdi ké vi cho phu than ta, Hoa Trac vi
tinh hinh nay ma&i phai tré mat.”

“Mudi ndm trude, Thai tir phi khong sinh duoc nguoi ké vi tiép theo. Hoa
Tréac bén dua con rudt ciia minh vao cung, thuyét phuc Théi tir phi noi doi 1a
da c6 thai, roi trao danh phan dia vi cho dua tré. Hin pham t6i khi quan, chi
can hoi kinh 1a con dudng chét, phu hoang ta nhat dinh s& giét han.”

Thi ra 1a nhu vay. “Vay Thai tir phi thi sao? Nang cling khong pham phai
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to1 khi quan.”

“Phy hoang né tinh nang ta ciing khong giy bat loi gi cho chung ta, hon
nita 1an nay lai ra tay giap do, vi vady ma tha cho toi chét. Ma sy viéc dién ra
may ndm nay ciing da khién cho Thai tir phi nhin doi véi anh mat dam bac,
nang cau xin véi phu hoang cho minh thap nhang kinh phat trong thoi gian
dai. Hién gid nang da di t6i Pai Phat ty, an chay niém phat dé bu dip 10i
lam.”

“Trudc mat thé Iuc cua Hoa Trac da duoc dep yén, tuyét doi khong co kha
nang hoi cung, cau cling mang nguoi to1, Hoa Trac néu téi day, han sé chay
khong thoat duoc.”

“Chuyén nhu vay... 1 két thuc?” Nang nhu ¢ trong mong, cam giac chuyén
hinh nhu s& khong dé dang nhu thé.

“Phu hoang 1én ng6i 1a chuyén da dinh, mac du bé phai cua Hoa Trac
khong it, kho tranh gap phai con song dit, nhung c6 phu vuong nang & mat
bén gitp do, ta nghi s€ 6n ca thoi.”

Nghe dugc 101 néi khang dinh ctia hin, mac du trong long c6 chit khong
yén nhung nang van nguyén tin tudng han.

Ly Vii Duong khong nhin dugc khé nhéch khoe miéng lén, goi, “Di Linh”
o1 161 kéo di Linh dén trudc mat cua han, “Ngudi nghe thay chua?”

D61 mo1 tai nhot cua di Linh nd ra mdt nu cuoi yéu 6t, “Nghe duoc.”
¢ Yy
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Han quy gdi bén canh di Linh, “Nham Phong s& cd gang hét sic dé chita
khéi cho nguoi, khién nguoi chinh mat nhin thay Nac Nac 1on 1én.”

Tu D6 Linh nghe thay nhu vay, trén mat luu lai hai hang nuée mat.

“Co nude khong?” Han ngang dau nhin Vil Duong, “Giap di Linh udng
chut nudc di, sau do ta sé thay nang cham kim.”

“C06.” Ha Vi v0i vang chay ra xe ngua lay nudec.

Vii Duong theo giip mdt tay, ngoai mu‘ng r0 ra, lic xoay ngu:0’1 anh mat
clia nang vira van ciing d6i dién v6i anh mat cdm han cta Nhu Y.

Vi nhin thdy hin cho nén nang qua hung phan, nang khéng cht y dén Nhu
Y van trung thanh di theo phia sau.

Trong chép mat tiép theo, Nhu Y dot nhién doi di tim mat cia minh, mat
hudng ra bén ngoai ctra miéu, nhin mua to dang khong ngung roi.

Ly Vii Duong ciing khong noi nhiéu, nhan lay dng tric dyng nudc trong
tay Ha V1 r61 xoay nguoi lai, khong dodn dugc c6 chat choang vang, nguc
kho chiu, than thé khong chiu dugc lung lay.

“Quan chaa!” Ha Vii nhanh tay le mét vin léy nang.

“Khéng c6 viéc gi.” Nang lic diu mot cai, so Lidu Nha Phong s& phan tim
khi cham kim cho di Linh, nén quyét dinh ding bén ngoai cho mot lat,
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“Nguoi cam nudc dem vao di.”

“Vang.” Ha Vii cam nudc chay vao.

Nhu Y nghi ngd nhin khudén mat tai nhot cua nang, dot nhién cé chut manh
khoe kéo tay nang lai.

Cir dong nay khién Vii Duong giat minh, nhat thoi bi mat da, khong kip
phan khang.

Sau d6 Nhu Y nhuéng may, oan han liéc nang mot cai, réi khong dé y dén
tro1 mua to chay ra ngoai. Nhiéu ndm di theo han, nang ta cling hiéu dugc
mot chat y thuat, mach tugng cua Vi Duong 1a biéu hién cho viéc ¢6 thai.

Vii Duong mudn 1én tiéng goi lai, nhung cudi cting chi ¢ thé th dai. Goi
nang ta lai thi nhu thé nao? Minh cling khong bi€t an u1 nhu thé nao cho phai.

Yéu 14 hanh phuc, nhung ciing 14 kho dau. Du sao tinh cam ciing khong thé
cuong cau, mdt long cling khong thé lo cho nhi€u nguoi.....

Bé&i vi mua to, cho nén doan ngudi cho ca dém ¢ trong mi¢u méi dén duoc
bo lac.....

Vi Duong khong chd doi duoc mudn dem phu quin cta minh gidi thiéu
cho ngudi cia ca thén, nhung nu cudi trén mit ciia nang dan bién mat khi
cang dén gan bo lac. Chang biét tai sao trong khong khi lai c6 mot mui khac
thuong, khién cho nang cé chat ludng cudng.
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Nguoc theo duong vé, theo 1y s& thay bd lac xuat hién, nhung ai ciing
khong ngd canh sic trude mat da thay doi. Khong con swong mu luon quanh,
khong con huwong hoa thom ngat, ma thay vao d6 lai 13 khéi mu tiéu diéu, moi
thir déu bi mua to lam udt hét. Von di canh hoa dao phai tran day khap noi,
cu nhién lai bi 1an vao bun dit, mau d6 1énh lang khép chon.

Chua dén gan, mau cua nudc song cling khién cho Nham Phong va Vi
Duong chan dong.

Nham Phong 14y lai tinh than trudc, giao phé Ha Vii chim soc Tu D6
Linh, con minh thi cu61 ngya phi nhu bay di vé phia trude, Vii Duong cling
1ap tirc duoi theo.

Vira vao bo lac, canh vat thé ngoai dao nguyén da mat hét, tré thanh son
mac hoang vu, manh dat do tham, ti€u di€u vang ve.

Vi Duong xuéng ngua, bo dang lang choang tién vé phia trudc, khong nd
nhin mot man tham hai ¢ trudc mat, khong chiu néi khd sé, nang mudn kéu
khéc that to, nhung lai chi co thé lay tay de 1én nguc. Tam cua nang rat dau

Nham Phong 6m chit nang & phia sau, canh twong nay gidng nhu cach
thirc Hoa Trac diét ho toc nam do, khién cho han nhé lai ky rc tan khoc va
canh tugng tan hoang khi xua, dau han co6 chut dau.

Sém biét Hoa Trac c6 tinh bao chua, lai khong ngd khi di t6i duong cung,
long da doc ac cua han van the, lai “huyét tay” noi day.

Liéu Nham Phong nhay cam nghe dugc tiéng budc chan dén gan, lién lay
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chuy thu ¢ ngang hong ra ném.

“Khong!”

Boi vi thanh 4m cla nang, tay hin nghiéng sang, chity thu bi 1éch, ban ra
ngoai, nhung lai roi ra sau than ctia nguoi do, dot troi 1ay cay kho.

Tam mat cua Doan Liéu Pao tram 6n nhin xudng thuy chu roi sau lung cua
minh, chi Iéch mdt chut nita thoi, tinh mang cua han da mat roi.

“Han 1a thic phu cua ta!” Ly Vii Duong chay dén trudc mit han, mat do
hoe, kho nén kich dong hoéi: “Thuac phu... chuyén gi da xay ra?”

Doan Liéu Pao bat dac di thé dai, “La Hoa Trac.”

Cai tén nay, khién mat nang von khong co huyét sic cang tai nhot hon.
Nang lao dao théi lui mét bude, dung vao sau lung Liéu Nham Phong.

Han 6m lay nang, cho nang dya vao.

“Pém qua han dan theo mot nhom cao thu, chém giét may trim ngudi cua
ching ta, trudce khi di con d6t mot dam lira 16m, dem ca bo lac dot hét.” Dodn
Liéu Pao nhin canh tri truéc mat hoang vu thé tham, héc mat rung rung, “Ta
von di khong nén roi khoi dy, nhung giita trua hdm qua té ti dot nhién bao ta
mang tit ca tré nho dén ngon nai phia sau ao dam, hon nita con phai lam
phép khién troi mua to, téi sang sém hom nay méi c6 thé mang toan bo tré
nho xudng nui. Khong ngo... ta vira xuéng ndi lién nhin thay cuc dién nay.”
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La 6ng ngoai! Mua dém qua cling 1a do 6ng...

“Vay ong ngoai chau dau?”

“T¢ ti bi han da thuong r61.” Doan Li€u Pao khé nén bi phan noi. “T¢ ti da
som tinh dén ngay hom nay, vi vdy muon ta lam mua xudng, kéo chan cua
chau lai, néu khong chi sg hom qua chau khong tron duoc kiép nay.”

Bon ho ¢6 thé hiéu hon ai hét, hic té ti Muu Quang han nhét chuyén vong
tudng dung phap thuat di nguogc lai y troi, nhung cudi cung han cling danh
phai lya chon lam nhu vay, chi vi muon gitr dugc chat huyét mach cua thon
nay.

“Dén day.” Doan Liéu Pao c6 don md& miéng, “Tée ti dang ¢ t€ dan cho
chau nhung chau phai chuan bi tam 1y.”

Liu Nham Phong 6m nang that chit, kéo budc chan ning né cua nang di
theo sau Doan Liéu Dao.

Vura dén té dan, trong khung canh khap noi déu do nat, nang lién nhin thay
nguoil nam trén mat dat, toan than déu dam mau, 1ap tirc vot td1 bén canh ong,
“Ong ngoai?!”

Nghe thay thanh am, ong ld0 cham rdi mé mat ra, trong d6 thoang qua mot
tia sang y€u ot, “Vi Duong? Chau da trd lai.”

Hoc mit cua nang doé hoe, guong mat tai nhot, “Vi Duong da vé roi! Ong
ngoai, 6ng khong duogc co viéc gi day! Nham Phong? — Phu quéan cua chau
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s€ ctru Ong!”

Nham Phong lap ttc tién 1én mudn chan bénh.

Muu Quang lai mé miéng ngan chan, “Pung, ménh ctia 6ng da hét, dung
lam viéc vo6 ich nira.”

Trong mat den nhu nude son cia Nham Phong nhin 6ng. Hanh nghé y
nhi€u ndm nay, han bi€t tam mach cua doi1 phuong da dut, cho du han ra tay
cling chua chac c6 thé curu vé.

Biét trudc dugc sinh mang cua minh nhu nudc, ting giot ting giot dang
dan can ki¢t, nhung anh mat cia Muu Quang van an tuong yén binh nhu cii.

“Vi Duong,” Ong gian nan phat ra am thanh, “Ong ngoai hoi chau mot 1an
nira, chadu mudn g& day bac trén chan ciia minh xuong khong?”

Vi Duong rung rung hai mat nhin 6ng, thoang chdc hiéu rang 6ng mudn
gitr lai hoi thé cho minh, chinh 1a cho cau hoi nay.

Nhin 4nh mat ctia 6ng ngoai dang nhin nam nhéan kia, c6 gang giir hoi do1
nang tra 161, nang dot nhién hiéu ra. “La vi Nham Phong?”

Mit ctia Muu Quang nhay 1én mét cai, “PAy 1a do chung ta thiéu han.”

Niam d6 néu khong phai do Liéu Pham nhat thoi tin 1am Hoa Trac, s&
khong gi€t cong chua ho tdc, cling s€ khong cho Hoa Trac cd co hoi kiéu
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ngao, tr¢ thanh quéc su duong triéu. Hom nay bon ho bi di¢t thon, day cling
l1a do bon ho ng ho tde, phai tra lai....

Tam cta nang nhoi mot cai, ngang dau 1én nhin Liéu Nham Phong, gat dau
dong y. “Tot, thio ra thoi.”

Mau than nim d6 di phong bé ning lyc cta nang, chi vi mubn nang binh
thuong séng qua ngdy, nhung nang lai gip duoc mot nam nhan bat pham, sb
kiép da dinh khong binh thuong ca doi dugc... Néu cudi cung trén khong
thoat, nang chi c6 thé d6n nhan.

Muc Quang mudn dung chat hoi stc cudi cung dé dimg day, Liéu Nham
Phong lap tirc nang 6ng 1€n, 6ng cam kich nhin han mot cai, trong miéng 1am
bam, tay run ray lay day bac cua Vii Duong xuong.

Trong nhay mat, mot cam giac lanh 1€o quy di bong choc vut qua toan than
cuia nang, cai cam giac rét lanh tran ra tir trong co thé lam huyét sac trén mat
cua nang mat hét —

“Nhin thay khong?” Muu Quang 1am bam néi, “Chau phai lya chon nhu
thé nao... Ty chau nhin cho rd di.” Ong ngang dau hién lanh nhin Vi Duong
mot cai, than thé khé chan dong, thd dai mot hoi, nham lai hai mat, hon vé
cuc lac.

Nham Phong lap tirc muén ra tay ctru gitip, nhung mach cta éng di hoan
toan khong con, dot ngot di veé cdi tién.

Vii Duong nhin thady Nham Phong nhao ti bén nguoi Muu Quang, 1¢ cia
nang tudn nhu sudi, khoc rong 1én.
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Nang khoéng thé tin duoc chi may ngay trude troi con quang ding, ma nay
nguoi than ciia nang da khong cung mot thé gidi v4i nang. Ca thon lai vo
duyén vo ¢ hy sinh, phai mat di bao nhiéu mang ngudi... Long ctia nang nhu
bi ri mau, trao dang mdot ndi tuyét vong kho ta.

Lidu Nham Phong im liang, nhe nhang dit tay 1én trén do6i vai dang run ray
cua nang, khong noi dugce 101 an ui nao.

Pung cham cta han khién nang ldy lai tinh than, nudc mat ciia nang dot
nhién ngung. Noi nay dau chi c6 mdt minh nang dau don? Tiéng khoc 16¢ bi
thuong nay lam sao ma thot ra duogc...

Nang quay dau, hoang hot nhin bon phia cua té dan. Mudi miy dua bé
dang & day, dira ngo61 dra diing, déu khoc thut thit vi mat nguoi than.. ..

Pimng khoc, ding khoc, con soéng 1a con hy vong... Nang mudn md miéng,
nhung lai khong phat ra dugc am thanh gi, chi cau 6ng tro1 khong can lay
thém mot mang song vo td1 nao nira.

Dot nhién, nang vudt lai mit cua dng, vung tay 1én, dung strc danh Lidu
Nham Phong.

Tiéng bat tai 16n nhu thé, khién cho té dan tran day tiéng khoc bdng chéc
yén tinh.

Pau cua Liéu Nham Phong bi danh 1éch di, hin cham rai ngéng dau 1én
nhin nang, anh mat binh tinh.
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“Déu la nguoi! Tat ca déu 1a do nguoi hai!” Nang lai vung tay 1€n, ban tay
lai tat hdan mot cai nira, “Tat ca déu la do nguoi!”

Han khong co phan ung, im ldng nhu cl nhln nang, guong mat cta han dau
dén ndi nhu bi lira d6t, nhung vé mat dién cudng cta nang con lam tim han
dau hon. Han c6 thé hiéu hién tai 10ng nang dang dau dén nhu bj lira dét.

“Bao thil... Nguoi néi cho ta biét tai sao nguoi mudn bao thu?” Nang bat
léy hén, gao thét nhu bi dién roi, “Cha ta hodc Hoa Trac giét chét cha me cua
nguoi roi thi sao? Cho du toc cac nguoi bi giét ciing khong lién quan dén ta,
vi sao ta phai gitp nguoi? Tai sao hdm nay hoa nay lai lién quan dén toc cua
ta? Néu nhu nguoi khong bao thu, khong tim Hoa Trac, bon ho s& khong phai
chét, cho nén tit ca déu do nguoi!”

“Vii Duong...” Han dung tay 6m chat ldy nang, tim trang nang dang bi
thuong, han hiéu, nhung han cling khong kha hon nang.

“Khong nén dung vao ta! Nguoi di cho ta, trdnh xa ta ra.” Nang dung strc
day han ra, khong cach nao dé han lai gin minh duoc, “Ta khong biét... tai
sao nam do ta lai clru nguoi. Néu khién nguoi chét ¢ tran dai tuyét nam do,
ngay hom nay ciing sé khong xay ra chuyén thé nay....”

“Chuyén hém nay cdc chi ciing khong vui vé gi.” Nhu Y yén ling & mot
bén, khong nhin dugc 1€n tiéng n6i chuyén thay Nham Phong. “Tat ca déu do
Hoa Trac giét nguoi nha cua nguoi, nguoi tinh tdo lai mot chut di.”

“Ta dang rat tinh tdo!” Hai gd ma run ray ctia nang ddy nudc mat, anh mat
han thu nhin Liéu Nham Phong, dua canh tay manh khanh chi vao han, “Nam
doé cha ta gi€t me nguoi, hom nay nguoc lai 1a... tom lai chiing ta khong thiéu
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ng nhau, nén da du roi. Pi! Nguoi lap tac di cho ta! Néu khong ta so s&
khong khong ché dugc minh ma giét nguoi, bat nguoi t€ nhitng ngudi vo toi
¢ trong thon.”

“Nguoi... khong néi 1y 18!” Nhu Y tirc gian noi.

Mit cua han binh tinh nhin nang, khé thé dai, cai dau quy mot gdi xudng
trudc thi thé Muu Quang, thay ong stra sang lai 4o.

“Ping dong vao dng ngoai cua ta!” Nang tién 1én ddy tay han ra.

“Vii Duong,” Liéu Nham Phong diu dang kéu tén ctia nang, “Nghi ngoi
mot chut di.”

Anh mat cua nang lanh 1€o0, chot 1ay bao kiém bén hong cua han, chia
thang miii kiém sac bén vao c6 hong han, “Co di hay khong?”

Ctr dong cua nang khién cho moi ngudi ngay ngan. Tat ca déu tudng rang
Ly Vii Duong chi nhat thoi kich dong, tam tinh kho c6 thé binh phuc, nhung
lic nay nang that sy mudn dong thu da thuong nguoi thi lai 1a chuyén khac.

Guong mit Liéu Nham Phong nghiém tic, khong so hdi ma vuon tay ra
muodn ha kiém ctia nang, nhung nang rat nhanh da tr¢ tay, miii kiém truc ti€p
xet qua canh tay han, mau tuoi 1ap tirc nhuém do6 mau 4o trang ctia han.

Nhu Y & mot bén rat kiém d& cho chu.
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Doan Liéu Pao thay thé, ciing 1ap tic bao hd & trude ngudi Vii Duong,
“No1 nay mau da chay thanh song, cac nguoi hdy gio cao danh khe, di théi.”

Thay nang nhin minh bang anh mét cyc ky oan han, ddy mat ctia Liéu
Nham Phong thoang qua tia hoang hdt. “Co troi dat lam ching, ta nhat dinh
s& giét Hoa Trac,” Han mé miéng, giong ndi lanh ling, “Lay dau cta han, dé
té thon ctia moi ngudi!”

“Khéng can, ta chi muén mang theo nhitng dtra bé ndy, tim noi kin dao xay
dung lai bo lac. Nguoi thdy nhimg dtra bé nay khong?” Nang u oan nhin han,
“Bao thi... Cac nguoi hiy tu 1am diéu ngu ngdc 4y di, ta chi muén giir lai
mang cta nhimg dira bé ndy. Cac nguoi di di, mang theo di Linh vé lai noi
cac nguoi nén di, di 1am Hoang dé, lam cdc chi, tiy nguoi mudn lam gi thi
lam, chi xin cac nguoi khong xuét hién trude mit cla ta nita, dé cho ta nhé
t6i ngdy hom nay. Tir nay vé sau, chung ta s& khong con lién quan.”

Lo1 ndi cua nang lam chan dong trai tim cua han, khién cho hdn dau dén
khong mudn song, nhung cling khong c6 bat ky cau chir nao dé phan bac.

“Pi théi, coc chir.” Nhu Y dé trén canh tay bi thuong ctia han, noi.

Han khong n6i thém nita, nhin lai nang mot cai that sau, “Ta nhat dinh s€
giét Hoa Trac!”

Ly Vii Duong giéng nhu khong nghe dugc 101 néi ciia han, phan han xoay
nguoi, khong nhin han nira.

Nhin bd déang quyét liét cia nang, han am dam xoay ngudi roi di, budc
chan cham vao mat dat, thanh am phat ra lam tan nat long nguoi.
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Pén khi han di xa, 1én ngua, nang mdi chiu dung khong duoc xoay nguoi
nhin béng lung ctia han.

Nham Phong! Vinh biét! Chi can ong troi cho chung ta doan tuyét duyén
phan vao luc nay, chung ta ciing s& khong phai gip nhau trén duong xudng
sudi vang. Nang thi thim trong long, nhim mat lai, mot hang 18 chay xudng
guong mit cia nang, bao kiém trong tay nang roi xuéng mit dat.

“Tai sa0?” Doan Liéu Pao khong hiéu, néi kho sé ciia nang rd rang nhu
vay.

“Thuc phy, mang theo bon nho di nhanh di.” Nang dung bén canh 6ng
ngoai, giong nhu mat hét tat ca suc luc, “Hoa Trac c6 thé tro lai.”

Sic mit Doédn Liéu Pao dai bién, trong mét tran ngap han y.

“Pi thoi.” Nang 6n nhu nhin hin, “Dung nghi dén chuyén bao thu nita, ong
ngoai bao ngudi mang theo dam nhoc nay, chinh la muon git lai huyét mach
cua chung ta, bon nho bay gio chi c6 thé dya vao nguoi.”

“Chau thi sao? Chau khong di sao?”

“Chau khong thé di, chdu muon & lai cho nay.” Khoe miéng ctuia nang
nhéch 1én, giéu cot.

“Vi Duong...”
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Nang lic dau mét cai, “Pung c6 ling nhing nita, néu lam nghich s troi thi
phai tra mot cai gia that 16n, cha me chau da thé, 6ng ngoai ciing nhu vay, ma
chau... khong c6 ngoai 16. Nam d6 cha me 1y mang ciia minh d6i 1dy mang
chau, hdm qua 6ng ngoai ciing nhu vay dé bao vé chau va dam tré ndy, vay
hém nay... chau s& dung mang ctia minh dé bao vé Nham Phong, day 1a
chung ta thiéu han.”

“Chau thdy dugc Nham Phong s& chét?!”

“Da, ¢ cho nay.” Nang chi vao cho dat trong cua té dan, “Chau thay han ca
nguoi day mau nam & day.”

Doan Liéu Pao nhin theo phwong hudng tay cua nang, khong khéi thé dai,
“Ta hi€u r61, vady nén chau méi duoi han di. Pugc ro1, ta lap tirc mang theo
dam nho nay di, chau hay bao trong.”

Ly Vii Duong khong tra 101, chi la nhin 6ng ngoai, cting khong nhtic nhich.

Trong anh nén chap chon xung quanh té dan, bdn phia 13 canh tuong yén
tinh, bi thuong, tham thiét.

Nang ngdi mot minh trén mat dat, mang theo nhiéu tdm tinh. Bong nhién
xuat hién mot ti€ng budc chan tir xa dén gan, nang ngang dau, lai kinh ngac
nhin thay bong dang y€u diéu trude mat.

Nhu Y lanh lung, hir mot tiéng, “Nir nhan ta thay khong it, nhung ngu
ngoc giong nhu nguoi, thi lan dau tién nhin thay!”
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“Nguoi...” Nang strng so6t mdt chut, “Tai sao nguot lai trg veé?”

“Trd lat xem ho 16 cua nguoi mua ban thuoc gi!”

Vi Duong suy tinh mgt hoi, &nh mat voi vang nhin ra phia sau nang.

“Khong can tim, coc chu khong c¢o6 tr¢ lai.” Nhu Y tryc tiép ngoi bén canh
nang, nghiéng dau quan sat nang, “Nguoi tinh ngd1 cho nay dén bao gio.”

Anh mat cta nang hoi thu lai, “Khong lién quan dén nguoi, nguoi di nhanh
chut di.”

“Ta d4 tro lai, thi cling khong c6 ¥ dinh roi di.” Nhu Y nhun vai mot cai,
“Ta quay lai lay bao kiém thi nghe thay doan doi thoai vura o1 cua nguoi
cung thuc phu.”

Vii Duong nghe thay thé thi chan dong.

“Chi 1a, ta khong c¢6 noi cho cdc chu biét.” Nhu Y nhan nhat liéc nang maot
cai, cam thay khong thich hop, lién néi: “Ta chua bao gid thich nguoi, boi vi
nguoi 12 nghia nir cia Can Vuong gia, cha nguoi la dong 16a giét ho toc nim
d6, nguoi chang qua chi 1 ngudi pham, khong c6 dao hanh, khong thé song
lau. Nhung ta tu nhan c6 mot chat khong bang nguoi, anh mat cta coc chu
chi dung lai trén nguoi ciia nguoi.”

Nghi dén Liéu Nham Phong, Ly Vii Duong khong khéi diu dang cuoi mot
tieng, “Ta ro1 khoi o1, nguoi co6 thé canh gitt bén canh nguoi cia han.”
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“Ta doi vo1 do cua nguoi khac khong ¢6 hing thi.” Anh mat cia Nhu Y
nhin thang vao nang, “Ta chi hdi nguoi mot cdu — néu coc chu & lai bén
canh nguoi, thyc su s€ chét sao?”

“Ta nhin thdy han chét & chd ndy, con ta thi dimg ¢ mot bén.”

“Cho nén nguoi madi dudi coc chu di, minh & lai ché nay? Nguoi khong s¢
nguoi chét s€ 1a nguoi sao?”

“Mang cua ta néu hom nay chét ¢ day, thi do cling 1a ¥ tro1.” Giong noi cua
nang co chap. “Ta khong s¢.”

Nhu Y dua cot nhin nang, “Nguoi that ding 1a nghi thong r6i sao, khong
dé y mang lon... Cling khong dé y mang nhé sao?”

Long cua nang chan dong, “Y cua nguoi la gi?”

“Cai nay!” Nhu Y chi tay vao bung ctia nang, “Noi nay c6 dira bé cta coc
chu.”

Nang chan dong, “Sao nguoi biét?”

“Hom qua ta d biét roi, khong ngd y thuat cua coc chi lai khong phat hién
dugc chuyén nay. Ta nghi han da lau khong nhin thay nguoi, cho nén hom
qua vura thay nguoi, dau 6c¢ da bi ho do.”

Ly Vi Duong cti dau, chan nan khong noi.
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That ra trén duong tré vé Miéu Cuong, nang da biét minh mang thai, chi la
c6 nhiéu vi¢c dién ra nhu vay, dua tré chua ra doi da khién nang dau long.

Von tudng rang trd lai Miéu Cuong song, cho du nang va han khéng co két
qua, noi nay cling s€ trd thanh noi co tra twong lai cho nang va dra bé, nao
biét cudi cung lai la canh tugng hoang tan...

Nang hoi han vi da trd lai, hoi han mang dén tai wong cho noi nay, nang
hoi han khong nghe 161 n61 cua mau than. Nang khoc khong ra tiéng, nudce
mat ldng 18 roi.

“Nguoi dimg khoc!” Nhu Y nhin thiy nang roi 1¢, ddu hang tho dai, cam
thay minh thua tham hai roi.

Co I€ nir nhan nay méi thich hop vdi coc chu nhat, chi ¢ nang méi c6 thé
tdc dong dén cam xuc cua cdc chu, hon nira lay tinh mang minh dé yéu han.

“Nir nhan ngu ngbc, dimg khoc.” Dang vé nhu nhuoc ciia nang lam Nhu Y
phién loan, “Khong phai vay... Nguoi khong mudn ta lam 4o thuat cho nguoi
xem sao?”

Néang mé to d6i mat ¢dm 1¢, khong hiéu nhin Nhu Y.

Khoe mi¢gng Nhu Y giuvong Ién, xoay nguoi mot cai ¢ trudc mat nang, khi
tro lai da 1a bong dang ctia nguoi khac.

“Nguoi...” Thady mot man & trudc mat, nang kinh ngac dén ndi quén roi 1¢.
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(banh bao: chi tré con dé du quad =)))

“Rat gidng cdc chil phai khéng?” Nhu Y hai long ¢ trude mit nang lung
lay mdt cai, “Cong phu loi hai nhat cua ta la ao thuat, bat luan ké nao ta chi
can liéc mat nhin, ta déu c6 thé bién thanh hinh dang cua han.”

“That 1a than ky...” Nang giat minh quan sat Nhu Y, chi thiy c6 nuong
mém mai trong chép mat da bién thanh mét Liéu Nham Phong nhanh nhen.

“Nguoi ding nhin ta nhu vay,” Thdy 4nh mat nhu tinh ciia nang, bd dang
Nhu Y khong chiu dugec mang khé, “Bé ngoai cua ta giong coc chu, nhung ta
chinh 1a Nhu Y.”

Nang khong nhin dugc nhéch khoe miéng 1én.

“Biét cuoi 1a tot roi.” Nhu Y ngdi bén canh nang. “Nguoi that sy khong
di?”

Nang lau nudc mét trén mat, lic dau mot cai.
“Mang theo dira bé xudng sudi vang ciing khong hoi han?”
Nang van lac dau, “Héy thay ta cham soc tot cho Nham Phong.”

“Cai nay so rang khong c6 kha nang.” Nhu Y kinh hoang lic dau noi. “Ta
khong c6 bién phap biét tinh toan ctia nguwoi hay bé mac nguoi khong lo. So
vo1 nguol pham mang thai nhu nguoi ra con ¢6 chit kha nang, ta s€ khong dé
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nguoi ¢ noi nay roi di mat.”

Mic du Nhu Y miéng ludi gai goc, nhung that ra thi c6 1ong tot gitip nang.

Nang 16 ra vé xuc dong, vuon tay 161 kéo ngudi nang ta, mat cam dong,
“Céam on nguoi, nhung ta khong thé hai nguo1.”

“Khong so, ta ¢ thé, di cung ta di.” Nhu Y cham chd nhin nang, “Céc chi
cho rang nguoi han hin ma tinh than chan nan, than thé cta Linh Vuong phi
bé1 vi chiu da kich nén cé chuyén bién x4u, hin chi c¢6 thé & lai cham soc,
néu khong ta khang dinh han s& quay lai day.”

“Ta khong thé theo han... Cudc doi nay chung ta von khong c6 duyén.”

“Pirng noéi nhitng 101 nhu cudc doi nay khong cé duyén, kiép sau nhu thé
nao nguoi lam sao biét dugc? Khong bang tran trong kiép nay. Nguoi —” 101
noi cua nang dot nhién bi am thanh bén ngoai t€ dan vang 1én lam dut doan.

“La m4 nhi!” Nang nhan ra tiéng kéu cia con nguya, chi 1a tiéng kéu cia né
c6 chut ky quai, mang theo mdt tia thé luvong khong binh thuong.

Long cua nang cang thang, v0i vang dirg 1én mudn do xét, nhung mai di
dugc may budc, da nhin thay Hoa Trac xuat hién phia trude té dan.

Méau & trén dau han chay Xuéng, mdt than nhéch nhac, budc di chéch
choang, kéo theo mot bao tai con nho giot mau tuoi trén mat dat.
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Nh¢ té1 tieng ngua hi, tdm cua nang dau don — han da gi€t ma nhi cua
nang.

Mau tuoi trén tran ctia hdan nho xuoéng, nhung han khong lau di, &nh mat
nhin cham cham vao Vi Duong.

Vi dung nhan tuyét my cta nang, han roi khoi Kinh Thanh, lai khong ngd
to1 thé cuc thay doi toan b, lay mdt c¢o khi thé “sét danh khong kip bit tai”
ma dén, dé cho binh cta han bai nhu nui 16.

Thai tir dién khung han khong thém dé vao trong mat, thé nhung lai khoi
bénh dang co 1én lam Hoang de€, ngay cd mudi mudi cling ro1 bo han, trong
nhdy mat han lién roi vao trang thai “tuong sap”.

Ma tat ca déu bdi vi nang — Ly Vi Duong!

Han giong nhu mé mudi dam chim trong phong thai yéu diéu cua nang,
trong hong c6 mot cuc mau chyc phun ra.

Khong ngd 130 gia Muu Quang kia that loi hai, hin mang theo nhiing
nguodi than tin phd hiy noi ndy, nhung vura ro1 di, doan nguoi lién tuc bi tring
doc. Han thé nhung lai quén mat hic té ti Muu Quang khong chi nhin trudc
dugc tuong lai, ma con la cao thu gidi vé doc duoc.

Nhung ma han s& khong chét dé dang nhu thé. Han tir nho da tip duoc
cong phu dung van khi ctia minh dé€ giai ddc, con nhiing nguoi khac lai
khong c6 van khi tot nhu vay.
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Chi can han con co6 tiéng no1 ¢ day, han sé khong nhéan thua, han sé khong
chét ma phai 1a nguoi khac chét.

Nhu Y nhin hin. Trong con gian dit, anh mat nang lanh 180, 1ap tirc dimg
trude nguoi Vii Duong dang ciing nhu da.

“Liéu Nham Phong?!” Hoa Trac lic lac dau, hoai nghi minh bi hoa mét,
han bi 4o thuat cua Nhu Y gat, “Nguoi nén & kinh thanh mdi dung, sao lai &
day.”

Thanh 4m ctia Nhu Y lanh lung, “Ta t6i day... dé tu tay giét nguoi...”

Hin ngéng dau cudi to, tiéng cuoi dot nhién ngung lai, cam han nhin
Nham Phong gia, “Tai sao tht nghiét chung nhu nguoi khong can lam cai gi
ca, dé vi lién vo duyén vo cd roi trén nguoi nguoi. Néu 6ng troi dé cho ta co
co hoi 1am lai lan nira, ta s& khong dé cho nguoi song, ta s& co co hoi 1én
ngo1.”

Ly Vii Duong lay lai tinh than, tay dé trén tay ciia Nhu Y, “Mau bién tré
veé nguyén hinh!”

“Can gi phai 1am viéc thira?” Nhu Y ciing khong c6 liéc nhin nang mdt cai,
“Pé cho han hiéu nham ciing tot, néu nhu tai nghé cta ta khong bang nguoi,
bi hin giét, hin s& tudng 1am rang da giét duoc cde chu, thi s& khong di dudi
giét cbc chi nira.”

29

Ly Vii Duong ca kinh, khong dong ¥ nhin nang, “Nguoi?...
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“Nguoi ciing lay diing khi danh cuoc mang song ciia minh day thoi, khong
c6 dao 1y khong cho phép ta phai 1am nhu thé nay.” Tam y ctia Nhu Y da
quyét, cam kiém cuia Liéu Nham Phong 1én, ddy nang ra, hat cam lén, khong
so hai ma xong vé phia han.

Mac du bi tring doc, nhung Hoa Trac lam dén chirc quoc su, cling ¢ chut
kha nang, han bong choc kéu 1én mot tiéng, 1ay dao gdm x6ng 1én.

Nang cling hit 1én mot ngum khi lanh, nhin eo ctia Nhu Y khé cong lén,
nhanh nhen tranh mot nhat dao gam kia.

Nhung mot hoi danh nhau, chan ciia han ddo qua, da tring bung cua Nhu
Y, nang lao dao nga xudng, khong kip phan ing dao ctia han di dam vao than
thé cua nang.

Vii Duong khong nhin dugc, hét 1én mot tiéng, xong 1én phia trudc.

Hin vuon tay, mudn mot phat bt duoc nang, nhung bi nang thoat duoc.
Cay dao nho trong tay nang khong luu tinh dam vao han, lam rach tay 4o cua
han, han tranh duoc, tay lién thuan thé rat dao trén nguoi cia Nhu Y ra.

Ca nguoi Nhu Y mém mai té xudng dat, Vii Duong lap tirc vin lay nguoi
nang, nuwdc mat rung rung.

Trong dau cta nang thoang qua mdt ¥ nghi, day 1 hinh anh ma nang doan
duoc— Liéu Nham Phong chét di, minh dimg bén canh hin... Nhung ngudi
chét thyc sy lai la Nhu Y.
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“Mau di di, néu ta tic thé, s& trd vé nguyén hinh...” Hoi thé cia Nhu Y
don dap ¢ vanh tai nang.

Vii Duong cin rang mot cai, chiu dung thong kho dit nang xudng, nam lay
thanh kiém cuia Nham Phong, xoay nguoi di ra phia sau cua t€ dan.

Hoa Trac khong ngd rang nang s€ c6 hanh dong nay, dau tién 1a stng sot,
nhung sau do cling duoi theo.

Vii Duong, nguoi trim 1an van 1an phai nhé chd nay... phai nhé chd nay
chord.....

Vira chay vira thd doc, trong rimg cdy cd thu bong che rop troi, Ly Vil
Duong giong nhu nghe dugc am thanh cua 6ng ngoai. ...

Dang trudec cd mot dam ao, néu khong chu y di lai sé bi I16m xudng, 1a tai
hoa ngap dau......

Y tuong chot 16e 1€n, co6 1€ ong ngoai da tinh dugc ngay nay, cho nén mai
can dan nang phai nhé k¥ dia di€ém nguy hiém do. Day 1a noi dng ngoai trudc
khi chét dé lai cho nang, sé bdo v¢ tinh mang ctua nang...

Ly Vii Duong hoi chuyén than minh, hai mat o6 ngau. Hoa Trac dudi theo
sat bén nang khong tha— no1 nay 1a dia phuong cha me nang khi con bé thich
du ngoan nhat, néu khong c6 nguoi dan ong nay, cho nay co 1€ tran day tiéng
cuo1 vul.

Nang ging strc chay vé phia trude, din han timg budc timg budc di dén
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cho dam lay, sau d6 bong nhién dung lai, xoay ngudi mot cai, anh mat lanh
€0 x6ng vé phia han....

“Nguoi muon ¢ bén ta?” Tay cua nang bat duoc han.

Han murng nhu dién, hai mat 16e sang, “Di nhién, Thuy Tam... Ta van luon
ai mo nguoi.”

Thuy TAm? Han coi nang 1a mau than?

“Vay bay gio chung ta & cung nhau th61.” Nang nam chdt han, lui xudng
mot budce dai, chan vui trong ao dam.

Nang liéu mang kéo hin, kéo hin vao trong viing bun, tron khéng thoat,
dat udt & dudi chan kéo lay hai nguoi.

Hoa Tréac bay gio mdi bi€t nang dinh 1am gi. Han gidy giya muon leo ra,
nhung nang lai quan chat lay han, khién viing bun quan chat 1ay ntra dudi cua
hai nguoi.

“Nguoi khong phai mudn ta sao? Hién tai ta s& & chung v&i nguoi!” Nang
dung suc an dau cia han, mubn hin lun siu trong bun, cham choc nhin vé
mat kinh hoang cta hén. “Ta va cha me ta & dudi chd nguoi, chd tinh mén ng
nay voi nguoi!”

“Nguoi bi dién r6i— ké dién —” Hoa Trac rong 1€n, dung strc tat nang mot
cai.
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Tay ctua nang vi mot don ndng n€ ndy ma budng ra, nhung ma khong sao
ca.

Ly Vii Duong lanh ling nhin hin cang gidy giua cang lan xudng nhanh,
khong nhin dugc cuoi ra tieng. “Ha ha! Nguoi chiu chét di, s€ khong co
nguoi to1 ciru nguoi dau.”

Nang d3 som dam mac v6i mang sdng cta minh, mot chat cling khong
nhuc nhich, nhung ngay lic nay, nang dot nhién cam thay bung dudi dau
nho1 mot hoi....

“Con oi...” Nang dau dén muén rén ri, trong tai nghe duoc tiéng kéu hoang
hot, mo mang, cdm gidc nhu nghe dugc tiéng ctia Nham Phong.

Nang nhim mat lai, nhat dinh 1a ong troi thuong nang, dé cho nang trudc
khi chét con c6 thé gap lai han mdt 1an cudi.

Nang nhim chat hai mat, hién Ién trong dau 1a mot than ao tréng, chinh la
phu quan 13i lac ngang tang ctia nang, hai tay dang mung r& 6m dtra tré— giac
mong nay dep biét bao!

Néu that c6 kiép sau, nang chi hy vong co6 thé gap lai han. Kiép nay chi c6
thé vo6 duyén vo1 nhau, néu c6 an han thi cting chi chd dén kiép sau dén
bu.....

“Su phy!” Nham Phong lo lang nhin ong l4o toc trang rau bac tring: “Thé
nao r6i?”
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Trinh Tay Tu budn cudi nhin dra nho mot cai, that kho c¢d co hoi théy
dugc tam y hoang loan cua dira bé tram on nay.....

“Su phu...”

“An tinh chut, ta bi nguoi lam cho dau dau nhuac 6c r61.”

Mac du da gan tram tudi, nhung tuéng mao ctia 6ng xem ra cling chi chirng
nam sau chuc tudi, cang gia lai cang déo dai. Nam do cling nho 6ng mdi dan
dat cho duyén phan ctia cha me¢ Liéu Nham Phong.

Cho du sau nay 6ng khong con duyén gip g& voi d6 nhi va Thai tir, nhung
ong cam thay minh rat c6 duyén v6i Nham Phong, vi vy dem tam hinh han
con bé gilr lai bén nguo1, dem tat ca kién thirc ca doi truyén lai cho han.

Chi 1a khong ngo, 1an nay 6ng dén Miéu Cuong hai dugc thao, quy xui
than khién thé nao lai gdp phai Nham Phong dang kéo Vi Duong tu viing
bun lén.

Day chinh la duyén phan. Nhin nguoi nam & trén givong, 6ng vudt chom
rau bac trang, nghi ngoi, c6 1€ ménh ctia nha dau nay van chua tan.

“Su phy...”

“Tét 1am!” Ong bat dac di nhin Liéu Nham Phong, “Yén tam. Nguoi
khong co6 viéc gi, dlra nho trong bung cling khong c6 chuyén. Ta cho nang
dung may vién dan dugc, may ngay nira mach tugng sé nhu rong nhu ho.”
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Nghe duoc cau noi ndy, cudi cung Liéu Nham Phong ciing thd phao nhe
nhom.

“Cai tén nhoc tay chan dung la mau le.” Trinh Tay T tréu gheo nhin hén,
“Ta chi ro1 khoi hai ba nam, nguoi tu dung lai ¢c6 thém mot nuong tir xinh
dep, con sap lam cha!”

Liéu Nham Phong khong dé ¥ dén gifu cot cta su phy, anh mat dan chat
trén nguoi cua Vi Duong.

“Pra nhd nay, nguoi c6 thé giao cho ta.”

Von khong muédn dé y dén tinh khi tré con cta su phu, nhung vira nghe dén
nhitng 101 nay, Liéu Nham Phong khong dé y t&i cling khong duge. Han dot
nhién quay dau nhin vé phia 6ng.

“Nguoi phai biét ta chua bao gio tu tién ra tay ctru gitp.” Trinh Tay Tu
tréu gheo nhin han, “Néu mudn ta clru nang, nguoi phai cho ta mot vat, ma
ta... muon lay dira be.”

Liéu Nham Phong khong chut nghi ngoi lic dau cu tuyét.

“Nguoi cu tuyét cling khong thé duoc.” Trinh Ty Tir ¢6 ¥ noi.

“Su phu!” Liéu Nham Phong tirc gian. Vao lic ndy, han that su khong co
tam tinh dua vui voi1 su phu.
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Trinh Tay Tt khong nhin dugc cuoi ha ha. “Cai dang vé nay cua nguot,
trai ngugc voi binh thuong ro61.” Vo vo ba vai do de, bo lai nhitng 101 nay, han
vui vé xoay nguoi roi di.

Lidu Nham Phong cudi khd quay ngu’c‘ri lai, nhe tay s& go ma téi nhot cua
nang, nh¢ lai phut chbc nang sip ngap dau kia, han nhu bi 14y mat linh hon,
gan nhu cho 1 hin d4 hoan toan mét di nang.

Tro1 mua... Ly Vi Duong nham hai mat nghi tham. Nudc mua roi trén mat
nang, giot mua ¢ trén mat la that — nudc mua sao lai ¢6 vi man.

Nang gang strc m& mat ra, thi ra 1a khong phai nudc mua, ma 13 nude mat
cua Nham Phong, 1€ cua han roi ting giot tung giot trén mat cua nang, that
néng bong!

Han khoc?! Cho nén nang da chét réi sao? Nhung néu nang chét roi sao
van con tri giac.

“Pung khoc...” Nhin hin khoc, 1ong cta nang ciing dau d6n theo han.

Nham Phong nghe thay tiéng ctia nang lién vui mimg kich dong, khong dé
tam dén viéc lau nudc mat di. Hai mat han phat sang, kich dong cam tay cua
nang, “Nang lam ta sg muon chét!”

“Ta chét ro1 sao?”

“Thi€u chut nita.” Long han dau x6t, sO go ma cua nang, “Néu khong phai
ta kip luc chay t&i, nguoi that su...” Han ngung 161 n6i, can ban khong muon
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nhd lai canh tuong khing khiép luc day.

Bo dang tiéu tuy cua hian gidng nhu ba ngay khong nga lam nang c6 chut
ky quai, con c6 nudc mat cua han... Hin vi nang ma chay nuéc mit, nhung
nang khong cach ndao vui vé dugc, chua timg c6 gid phut ndo cam thiy
thwong han nhu luc nay.

Nhung trong 1ong cua nang van con nhiéu nghi ngo, nang nhéd rd minh da
161 kéo Hoa Trac xuong viing bun, hi¢n tai thé nao lai...

“Hoa Trac dau?”

“Han da chét!” Anh mat ctua Liéu Nham Phong lanh 180 khi nhac téi Hoa
Tréac, “Han va nang cung nhau chim xudng viing bun, lic ta ctru nang thi han
van con séng, cho nén ta ddm hin mot nhat kiém, hién tai hin di chim sau
xubng dudi dat roi.” Trong giong nodi ctia hian khong cé chut tia dong tinh
nao.

Tin Hoa Trac chét 1am nang thd dai, thoai mai cung bi thuong 1am héc mit
cua nang do 1én.

“Han da chét, tit ca déu két thuc, nhung Nhu Y ciing da chét... Con c¢6 ma
nhi. Nhu Y bién thanh bo dang cta chang, Hoa Trac cho rang d6 1a chang...
Thi ra tién doan cta thiép 1a Nhu Y chét duéi dao cuia Hoa Trac, khong phai
1a chang. La thiép... Thiép da hai chét nang ay...”

“Hu!” Han om c6 nang du dd noéi: “Nhu Y khong c6 chét! Nang 4y bi
trong thuong, nhung khong c6 chét.”
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Nang stmg sot, trong mat 16e 1én mot tia sang, than trong nhin han, “That
sao?”

Hin khing dinh git dau, “Lan nay may méin gip g su phu cia ta. Néu
khong c6 nguoi, thi chi bang y thuat cua ta, ta cling khong c6 ndm chac. La
ong da ctru nang, Nhu Y... va ca dra nho trong bung nang.”

Ly Vi Duong chan dong, tay che ¢ bung, khiép so nhin han mot cai.

“Tai sao khong noi cho ta?” Nh¢ t61 chuyén nay, han rét cuc gian téi tai
mat.

“Thiép vbn tuéng rang cudc doi nay ching ta khong co duyén, khong
muon lam kho chang...”

Han htr lanh mot tiéng.

“Chang gian sao?”

“D1 nhién ta phai tic gian, gian nang dem toan bd chuyén déu dat trén
ngudi minh.”

“Day 1a do 6ng ngoai n6i,” Nhé to1 6ng, anh mat nang hoi sau, “Ching ta
no chang nén phai tra lai.”

“Ta chua ting quan tam dén van dé nay.” Han ctu dau, hon nang mot cai.
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Nang ngang dau 1én, anh mat ddy nhu tinh gip phai anh mat ctua han.
“Thi€p bi€t, nhung thiép khong thé khong quan tam dén dnh mat ctia nguoi
khac nhin chang. Chi la... chang da di ro1 sao lai quay tré 1ai?”

“B61 vi ma nhi.”

“M3 nhi sao?!” Nang hét stc kinh ngac, Hoa Trac khong phai da giét né
sao, “No khong chét sao?”

Han tran an, xoa xoa toc ctia nang, “Luc 4y chinh vi thiy no c6 linh tinh,
nén ta méi mua ting cho nang, khong ngd cudi cung no lai ciru nang mot
mang.” Han 6m nang vao trong nguc ndi: “Than thé di Linh yéu dudi nén xe
ngua khong di nhanh dugc, chung ta dang nghi ngoi thi ma nhi chay téi.
Thay trén lung nd bi ddm mot nhat dao, mau tuoi chay rong rong nhung van
chay dén tim ta, ta 1ap tirc giuc ngua chay vé. Chi 13... ma nhi da hét cach clru
1o1...”

Miii cua nang chua x6t, trong long c¢6 cam kich nhiéu hon cam on.

La ngudi, 1 yéu hay 13 tha thi nhu thé ndo. Pang so nhét 14 tinh tham lam,
du la ngua, cling déu co6 tinh c6 nghia, quan trong 1a tiéng noi trong tim chir
khong phai 1a bi€u tugng ctua sinh ménh.

“Khong cho phép c¢6 lan sau!” Liéu Nham Phong 6m chit 1iy nang,
nghiém tuc noi. “Hién tai thu da bdo, han da hét, nang khong phai vi than
phan ddi 1ap ma buc ta. Nang da timg néi mudn cung ta trai qua mot cudc
song vo chong binh thudng, trai qua nhiing thang ngay nhan ha.”

Nang ngang dau 1én, khé vudt ve mit cia han, “S& khong, that ra chang
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kho s& nhu vay thiép ciing khong dé chiu.”

Long hdn chan dong, khong kim ham dugc hon nang. HOm nay trir nang
ra, cai gi cling déu khong quan trong nira. Nang dang an toan ¢ trong long
han, ma han cling binh yén vo sy, tat ca kho s¢ da la qua khu.

Thé giéi bén ngoai loan nhu cii, nhung han s& mang nang huéng thu cudc
song nhan nha, huong thu hanh phic cua hai nguoi.......
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Chwong 20 (Chuong cudi)

“Cau truyén dén tin tic, mudn chang c6 ranh thi vé Mong Hon cdc mot
chuyén.” Bung cta Vii Duong nay da 16n, Liéu Nham Phong mdt than 4o
trang nang d&, budc cham di trong hoa vién néi: “Ngudi con bao phy hoang
mudn chang vao cung mot chuyén.”

Han cti dau than trong do nang, khong c6 phan tng gi d61 véi 161 ndi cua
nuong tu.

Ly Vii Duong budn cudi nhin hin, git giong: “Tudéng cong khong nghe
thay 101 cua thiép sao?”

Han li€éc nang mot cai, “Khong c6 kha nang khong nghe thay, nhung ta
khong mudn dap lai 161 n61 nham cta nang.”

“No61 nham?! Mot nguoi 1a cau mot nguoi la cha chang do!”

“Cau 1a ho chu, cha 1a Hoang dé€, nhung ta chi 1a nguoi binh thuong,” Han
cui dau hon moi cua nang, “Ta khong muodn giao thi€p véi bon ho.”
9 y " "

“Cau tim chang, mudn thuyét phuc chang mang theo thlep vé sdng & Mong
Hoén cdc; ma phu hoang tim chang, chac ciing vi muén cung chang noi
chuyen vé ngdi hoang dé. Du sao phu vuong thiép kién tri khong mudn hoang
dé nhuong ng01 V1 hoang dé cho nguoi, tham chi con dén di Linh va Nic Nic
tir Mong Hon cbc ra, ca dém chay xe ra bién cuong... Thiép thdy phu hoang
tam phan dang kho ndo mudn thuyet phuc chang, vi tuong lai cua diora bé ma
mudn chung ta tlep nhan ngoi vi.’
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“Bon ho tinh toan thé nao la chuyén ctuia bon ho, chang quan hé td1 ta.” Cau
noi1 dau tién cua han lai 1a phu nhan sach s¢.

Tuy mudn cing Nham Phong lam mét d6i vo chong binh thudng, nhung
nang dang c6 thai, ban dau lai boi vi thiéu chiit nita bé mang & ao dam nén
nguyén khi ciing bi ton thwong niang né, vi vy han khong ddm mang nang
cao bay xa chay, quyét dinh ngoan ngoan ¢ lai trong Vuong phu.

diendanlequydon.com

Nhung nhitng ngudi nay hai ngay ba hom lai phai nguoi t6i tim han, 1am
han phién chét di dugc. Pura bé con chua ra doi, 1a nam hay nir cling khong
biét, thi dd c6 mot dong nguodi dén cho han chu y, that sy khong giai thich
duoc.

Nhin vé mat han cé chat khong vui, nang diu dang cuoi.

“Cho nang sinh con thuan lgi, chung ta 1ap tic roi di. Ta chi muén ching
ta binh binh dam dam song qua ngay.”

Nang mim cudi, vudt bung git ddu mot cai. Trai qua tit ca, rat nhiéu
chuyén nang da thay ro rang, chi can c6 thé binh an gan nhau chinh la hanh
phuc, vé tuong lai, lién thuan theo ty nhién thoi.

Nhin khée mi¢ng cua nang dang 1én nu cuodi ngot ngao, han khong khéi
ngay dai, “Cuoi cai gi?”
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“Thiép dang suy nghi, cudc doi nay gip g duoc chang la phic phan 16n
nhat cua thi€p, boi vi bat luan c6 giong bao gi, chang chua bao gid muon
budng tay thir tinh cdm nay.”

Han hon Ién chop miii nang madt cai, on nhu 6m nang. Mu6n hdn cam thay
thoa man vui vé thi chi can c6 nang bén canh, han ciling s€ khong them tiép
nhan bat ky khiéu chién cua ké nao.

Nang ngang dau 1én, hon trd lai moi han —

Bét chot trong dau nang loe 1én mot tia sang, duong nhu lai doan thay cai
gi, nhin khong duoc lién cuoi ra tiéng.

Han nghi ngd nhin nang.

Nang nhe nhang lic dau, khong tra 11, chi 1a 6m iy hin cuoi, thong minh
khong noéi ra rang nang vua thay dugc tuong lai — dra bé trong bung cuoi
cung cling phai ¢ trong cung.

Nhin phu quén ctia minh, Ly Vi Duong biét han khong cé céch nao tiép
nhan ngoi vi hoang d¢€, chang 1€ cudi cung lai roi1 vao dau cia dira nho sao?

[ Hét tron b ]

http://tieulun.hopto.org
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