Cay Choi Tau Cau

A. Chau

Cu trong thay cay cau la to6i nhé dén me t6i, nhd dén nhiing cay chdi tau cau cua me to61 nhitng nam thang
toi con tho au.

Manh vuon con nha t6i chwa day ntra mau. Nha vuon h01 ay chua biét chuyén canh. Vuon tap ding
nghia. Pugc cai 14 tuyén toan giong ngon, mua nao thirc a ay. Giap ranh dat 1a bo tre. Ven song 1a hang
dira. Hai bén bo muong liép cr trong cau cho re bén khoi 16 dat. Xen 1an khoang tréng ctia nhitng cdy
quit, cam, budi, x0ai... 1a nhiing than cau thing tap.

Cha me t6i 1ap gia dinh, dugc ba Hai - chi ctia ba ngi t61, mot chu dién nurc tiéng giau co - cit cho khoanh
dat nay dé ra riéng. Moi viéc sinh hoat, tinh toan 1am an cta cdp vo chong tré - 1a cha me t6i - déu phai
nhit nhit tuan theo ¥ kién chi dao ctia 6ng ba nay. Loi can din thudng xuyén dugc bao ban 1a rang tién
tan, danh dum cho mai sau.

Cong di lam cua cha t61, thu hoach mua quit, mua cam, mua xoai... cha me toi déu dem tién gui ¢ nha
bing khong ciu ching cia 6ng ba ndy. Mot nha bing khong hé c6 13i suat ma ca von liéng ciing bat tam.
Lau lau vui miéng, khé kha bén chén tra néng, 6ng ba mdi ra 4n cong bd sb tién giri da duge bao nhiéu,
dé biét chir khong phai dé sir dung.

Con s6 quén - nhé, dung - sai, cha me t61 khong dam cai. Me t6i lam dau trong h¢ gia dinh phong kién ay,
duy tri ngén sach thu chi v6i hang 16 glo quai trong ndm bang thu nhép “ngoai vang phu song”: gop nhat
vai chyc qua trimg ga, may chuc budng cau day, may b6 chdi tau cau mdi ky dim bira nira thang chéo
xudng ra cho tinh.

Séng sang, trong tiéng chim trao trao rAm ran day d6, trong lan huwong cau thoang thoang, me t6i dao
quanh mot vong khu vuon, gom ting tiu cau vira tir gid than cdy tdi hém qua. T6i tung ting chay theo,
véac chi mbi mot chiée tau cau & ach. Me t6i ngdi ¢ hang ba tudc 14 cau khoi tau 14 roi 14y con dao bau
chudt 1dy gbc theo dang gdc, ngon theo dang ngon, trai trude thém nha cho anh ning vang wom cting ting
cong cau.

Than tau cau me t6i ché doi, té vira kich ¢& lam than chéi. Day budc 14 lat dira nudc, tude tir dot ca bap
cia dam 1a dudi me song. Ngon chdi ciia me t6i c6 dang cong cong thanh thoat, vira dep vira quet sach
cam quét ém tay, khong xbc. Bo xong, me t01 chat 1én gian bép hong khoi cho dén ngay “xuat xuong”,
khi ¢6 chuyén di cho. Cac chu moi hang chua bao gio ché nhing bo chdi cia me t6i, khéo va bén, quét
dén cun cht khong sut x0.

Tau dira hoi ay it khi 1am choi vi n6 dac dung & viéc khac: nhém lira, 1am dudc trong cai thoi nong thon
dém den dom dom 1ép loe. Nguoc lai, bay gio nguoi ta xai chéi tau dura, chdi tau cau hau nhu ving bong.
Nhung ban tay me t6i van han hoai nhitng vét chai tir nhiing cai siét day bo chéi tau cau!

Con nhing cai mo cau trang mudt syc nirc huong cau khong biét bao nhiéu 1an t6i nim gon trong do hit

thd mai mé roi thiép ngu voi giong ru du o ciia me t6i. C6 lac t6i voi vinh doi me t6i kéo di long nhong
quanh san nha.
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Me t6i ddu thé dimg cong viéc bo chdi, ctr thodn thoat 1am va dan dat t6i vao nhitng cau chuyén doi xua,
chuyén lang chuyén xom rdi chuyén lai lich dong ho, 6ng nay ba kia, trién mién khong dut. Nhitng chit,
nhimg van du tién me toi day t6i bén nhiing chiéc mo cau. T6i dd biét doc, biét viét trudc khi dén
truong. Va toi dan xa me tir khi di hoc.

T61 16n 1€n bén me t61, bén cdy cau va bén nhitng cai choi tau cau, nhiing ndm thang than tién.

A.CHAU (Q.Go Vap, TP.HCM)
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