Cau dam

» Tac gia: Binh Nguyén Loc

Viét theo mot chuyén cé tich cia lang Tan uyén dé tang nhitng dita con yéu mén cua Tan Uyén da xiéu ba
khap moi noi sau mua tiéu tho 1945.

T6i wa di cau, khong phai dé dugc ca boi vi t6i ning bong via 1am:

C4 khong an cdu, mo cha con cé dai

Can cau anh cam, nghf lai con ca khon.

Ciing khong phai theo ddu ctia dng gia song Vi doi cho chua Thanh rude vé 1am tuéng Ty ky.

Di cdu, doi véi téi la nhitng gio ma ldng duoc nhe béng khéng buén, khong vui, lang lang nhu da thoat trdn
Di cdu la nhitng gio rinh mgt tam cd hay lo dang ngo theo bong chim thang chai xet mau nhuw sao bang, hodc
xem ,, twng may lo lung troi xanh ngat”. Do la nhu’ng phut hoi hop nhin cai phao chim lan chim lan, nghf
dau can cau nang ning. Roi... roach mot cai, con ca gi d6 da st mép con ludi cau thi goa moi, mo hoi ngu dng
nho glot bi céu la xem nhu’ng con song, ngon rach, tya hé nhu nhitng con dudng biét di, mang theo hinh ant

cua ca mot sy song, mot cudc doi hiéu dong. Di cau 1a vét nhitng trai tram, nhimg bui cdy ru ri troi tir trér
nguon vé dé nghe no ké 1é chuyén ring xanh.
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Tai lai thich di cau dam. Vi vay moi lan vé qué, toi vé vao mua mua deé di cau dam, tim lai nhiing cam giac da
sOng qua ngay nao.

Phai n6i cho céc ban nghe cau dam la lam sao ché. Co gi dau: vai chuc can cdu tre ngan, dau can uoén cong
nhu cay cung, dudi can vat nhon, nhg cau ngan hon can mdt chut, ludi thép hoi to.

O lang t6i ngudi ta goi d6 1a cau cam, la vi can cau dugc cam dai theo bod rudng, c6 nguoi lai kéu 1a ciu bua,
vi can nhi€u, bua khap dong ruéng. Con cau dam cua ho thi lai 1a mét cach khac ntra.

Nhung t61 c6 can gi noi1 tring mot tiéng nha nghé cua dia phuong dau. Cau dam cua to1 1a mot cude di cau
ban dém, nhirng d€ém mua dam, phai ddam mua ma cau.

O day, cau, d6i véi toi cling khong phai la bat ca bang can. Pi cAu dam la hu’ng lay nhung hot mua nhon hot,
d6n nhitng ngon gi6 lanh quiu tay dé duoc tan hudng trong tudng tuong cai canh am ém, chin gbi ném bong.

Bo vo trong bong t6i, thém thuong mot ngon deén xa.. Lang nghe su song bi mat, am thAm cua con trung
trong co, trong lau... Rung ron vi tiéng vac ndo nung nhu’ tiéng mot co hon dau kho, va tiéng thi thAm cua dém
t01, tleng gi6 vi vu...

D6 1a nhitng tha la thuong ma ngudi ky khoi hay tim kiém. Nhung diéu ndy thich hon hét, 1a di cau dam thé
nao cling gap ong Ba Sa.
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Ong Ba Sa 1a mot ngudi thude vé Am. Ban ngay khong ai thdy ong dau hét, trir khi ong gitip dam ma, nha heéo,
di cung chua, cing dinh. Nhitng lac ho1 hop x0m lang nhu vay, 6ng it noi chuyén vai ai, khong hiéu vi thoi
quen song c6 doc, hay vi 1€ gi khac.

Nhu mét con cu an dém, ban be v6i bong t6i, 6ng Ba chi ra khoi nha Tuc do den dé di cau dam, vé mua mua.
Con trong nhiing thang nang rudng kho khong biét 6ng 1am gi.

Dém nao to1 cung thay ngon deén ong Ba leo Iét dang xa. Mot khi kia nghe minh hiu quanh ¢6 don qua, can
phal noi voi ai mot dleu gi, hay it ra ciing can su ¢6 mat mot ,,hoi ngudi bén canh, t6i mo lan lai cai dom do,
an hién nhu dén ma dang kia.

Ong Ba ciing khong tim cach trén tranh gi toi, song cai miéng lam thinh cta ong thi khong ai cay noi.

Nhung t61 da c6 nhitng chiéc dlia phép, mot di€u thudc moi, o1 hai dic€u, roi1 ba, ré1 khong con biét 1a may
di€u nira. Trong nhiing luc nhu vay maéi biét hut thude dieu 1a sudng.

Cai strc nong nhd mon cua diéu thudc nhu tham nhuan khap chau than, nghe nhu d& lanh minh va lanh long.

Khoi thudc xui nguoi khép nép nhut ciing phai cO1 mo long. Lot qua, tiéng lai, ban dau con cut ngiin, xang 1&
1an 1an than mat, c6 bao nhiéu trat rot ra khong tiéc.
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Mot tiéng sét dang xa vong lai, tirc thi 6ng Ba c6 chuyén Thién Loi, chuyén ludi tam sét dé néi cho toi nghe
lién.

Ong Ba biét rat nhiéu chuyén yéu ma, va & ddy, hoan canh rat thich hop dé goi su hai hung, rung ron.

Nao 1a chuyén thing cha di céu dam, dém kia gip mot ba gia lanh quiu, run rdy bén duong. Dong long
thu(mg, anh ta cong ba a ay vé lang. Nhl:mg doc duong nghe cang lau, cang nang, nang qua, di khong ndi. Anh
ta ngo ngoai lai thi tro1 o1, d6 1a mot ¢c6 hom lau do1, muc nat, hoi tanh...

Lai chuyén anh chang di soi éch, ntra dudng c6 thing nho xin theo xach gio.

To1 khuya, anh ta xem lai gi6 coi dugc nhiéu hay it... thdy mau chay rong rong, éch thi con ndo con ndy ciing
mat dau, anh ta hoi lay thang nho:

- BO may an €ch sao may?
- U, toi an.
- B0 may la ma sao ma...

Anh chua dut tiéng thi troi bdng chép loe, thay miéng thang nho dinh mau tém lem, tda lya, con ludi nd thi le
ra dai to1 run...
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Ao to1 va non triim cua ching t6i khong du che mua, d& gi6. Ching t6i lai huat thudc cho 4m. M6t diéu, roi hai
diéu... roi ba, bdn, nam, sau diéu.

- Cai tho [1] ma tui [2] con trai nhu cdu - mot dém kia 6ng Ba ké - toi c¢6 thém cau cam nhu Vay dau. Ca
ruong, mot nam co6 may thang ma ban cing khong bao nhiéu tién. H6i d6 con song Pong nai cia ‘minh con
nhiéu c4, ma cé 16n, toi chi di cau xudng. Mot ngay, mot dém, kiém mat 1am cling duge nim quan tién [3].

T6i cling biét sat phat qua, bat vat troi sanh lam thi mang t01, song ngheo thi biét tinh sao. Thoi thi to1 dau hay
d6, nira chét xuong dudi phal t61 nao hay toi ndy. Nhung t6i “da xudng dudi” trudc khi chét, nén tir y nhitng
nay, toi dep cai nghé cau song di.

C)ng Ba rat mét hoi thude dai, rdi cho khéi ra 16 miii cham cham... Poan ong thuat tiép:

- Cau ciing biét chd... cho Tan uyén minh dia thé tot lam. May thay dia ly cac cht di du phuong, qua do, thay
nao ctng khen. Nén cai chua ,,Ong* [4] sau cho bi nha nuéc bat doi di may lan, ma ,,cic chu ho ¢t ri nhau
xin dé lai cho dugc mai nghe. Trudc chg, con song, bo cao ngat.
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Nudc song trude chg lai van thanh xody khu bc, nhu cb y dung lai trudc mot dia thé linh thieng. Bén kia
song, ngay cho, khu rimg cam Binh hung trén hon cu lao Tan chanh, ngd giong tim binh phong, hay cai tam
quan trudc chia chién. Ring sam uat, cdy cao, bong mat ding trén mé vuc cao, nghiém nghi roi minh xubng
song sau. Néu khong c6 cho, nha, nguoi di ghe thuong hd qua d6 khong khoi son toc gay, vi cai vé linh
thiéng, tich minh cua no.

May ong. hoi trude thuat rang ngay dudi mleng dat cat cho c6 mot cai hang an ludn vo riét toi chua Ong, toi
chd cai ho trén miéng c6 xay con ca hoa long, cau biét chd ?

Mot dém kia, cai nha san cua cha Sang, cit dua mé song, bong do sup. Bao nhi€u cua cai, vang bac déu di
tudt hét, con chu nha va vo con thi, may qua, 161 vao bo dugc. Chi Sang mudn tho lan, dinh mo vét cua lai.
Nhung cai anh tho lan 4y tim hoai khong thdy dau vét cai nha, khong lugm duge 14y mot manh ngdi, mot tam
van nho. Anh ta gip mot miéng hang, ngd vo t6i den nhu myc. Hang than dugc dan lang biét tir d6.

bo, may 6ng thuat rang trong hang d6 c6 mot cip ca bong tu lau doi thanh than. Hai vi than nay d3 linh, lai
hién ttr, nhon duc hay phu hg dan lang.

Cau thay khong, ngudi trong lang minh phan nhiéu ¢ chir, dat dia c6 ,,Mao quan® rd rang.

Trong khu rung cAm trude cho lai c6 cip ,,cu” ciing tu 1au doi thanh than. Nhung d6 1a hai vi than nho, tudng
cua than ca bong.

Than Cu rat hung ac, tham lam...
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A! Quén cai ndy, may 6ng néi nho cho nghe rang Than Cu 1a cip ran, 16n ma ngan mong do, mé nhon... H&
nam nao dan lang khong cung héi 16 thi nim d6 thé ndo ciing bi tai hoa. Cai cho h01 trugc con lop tranh, ctir

vai nim lai chady mét lan. Dém trude khi chay chg, dan lang nghe bén rung tiéng gam thét vang troi. Boi vay,
hang nam lang c6 1ap dan lam chay trude cho, dé té Than Cu va ludn tién bo thi ¢d hon, cac dang [5].

May ong lai thuat rang c6 1an kia, mot nguoi cau xudng, bo neo tai bén Trau, nup dudi bong mot cay nhong.
Chd 2 ay ram rap, di thuyen trén song khong thay dugc. Khi duong cau, anh ta thay glu’a dong song noi 1én mat
con rua Ién bang cai nia. Rua ngoé quanh quat 101 lan xuong lién, ntra glor sau, nguoi di cau dugce muc kich mot
canh tuong hét stc la ling. Noi ma con rua hién 1én hoi ndy, thy co khéi tir dudi nude bay 1én. D6 1a khoi
hu:ong tram thom ngay ngat, bay tan ra khép mat song. RO tir tir n6i 18n hai vi than, mot vi nam, mot vi nif,
ngodi doi dién trudc mot ban thach. Hai vi than nay, den hac dau d6i mao hinh dudi ca, xiém y ruc 1& nhiing
vay ca ngu sac, nhu:ng vo bc xa ctr. Xem k¥ la1 thi thay than duong danh co. Chung dau duge tan mot diéu
thudc bong nghe vi nit than noi: “Ong ne, ¢ day nghe nhu c¢6 hoi pham”. Vi nam than bén ngu’oc 1€n, nhin
quanh dung mat lai phia xuong cau, nhin cham chi r61 chau may, té vé kho chiu. Nguoi di cau con hoang s¢
thi ca than va ban thach déu chim mot cach mau le.

MGt 14t sau, noi khic song éy, mau trao 1én nhuém d6 khdi nude va thay con rua ban ndy noi linh binh. Céc
ong no1 do 1la mot vy trung phat tén linh do duong khong ky, dé mat tuc dom thay canh than mat cua than.

T6i chan 6ng Ba lai noi: “Tich nay t6i day toi da biét, nguoi nao & Tan uyén lai khong r6 chuyén “Cap Ca
Bong tu dudi chua Ong” va chuyén “Cap Cu gdy chay chg”. Nhung roi lam sao nira?

Ong Ba ké tiép:
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- C6 mot khi do, duong cau, t61 nghe no6 ri can manh qua, to1 bi€t 1a ca 16n an. Cai thir ca 16n thi khong nén
kéo 1€n lién: nhu vay chi thém dut nho, gdy can ma thoi. Toi1 cho xudng chay theo strc 161 kéo cua no.

Nhu’ng né manh qua, soi nho cing thang mudn dut ra, t6i phai vira boi phu thém, vira hop nuoc song phun
cho ca n6 mét. Chay theo doi Han, thi con ca do dudi suc, tha ngira trén mat nude. Con ca nd 1on gan bang
thang nho nam tudi lan. Ma diéu nay ky qué cau, né ct nhin toi, hai mat nhap nhai nhu nguoi ta ra hi¢u. To61
phét so 18n, bat day, roi tha cho no trdi di. N6 muing quynh, ngé toi lan chét roi 1in mat.

Luc vé ngang xoay nudc, xuong to1 khi khong vung 1at Gp. Toi tudng phen do chét troi roi, vi cho nude van,
tai gidi nhu rai cling khong 161 noi.

Nhung la qua, toi bi nude rut xudng, chim ma khong ngdp, va lai chim dung, ché khong dam dau xudng nhu
nguoi chét duoi.

P4y song khong cé bun, khong cé cat, ma 16t toan bang d4 ong. Toi chua hét sang sot thi bong dau mot con
ca he 16n nhu mdt con heo nai 101 td1 trude mat, roi... la chua, nd1 bang tiéng nguoi rang: “Chia to1 sai moi
trang si vao dinh”. Dinh nao ca, t61 hoi trong bung nhu vay, va cang hoang s¢ hon nira. Nhung t61 cling cu di
theo cé he...

Lam sao ma to1 di dudi nuoc khong ngdp, cling khong bi nude can, nhe nhang, thong tha nhu di trén dét‘ lién?
Toi1 theo ca he vao mot cai hang 16n, rong ¢& muoi nguoi chun vo cling lot. Thoi to1 biét ro1, hang Than Ca

Bong day chd gi.

Bon bé hang déu can da xanh. Hang sang 16 mo, xanh xanh nhu dém co trang, sdu vo uéc chung khoi chg -
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qua that 1oi truyén khau khong sai, hang an sau téi chua Ong - trong 4y toi thdy mot khoang rong sang gan
nhu ban ngay.

RO rang la mot vuwong phu. Dinh cat bang da cam thach, cdt cham rong can 6¢ xa cur, ngéi bang vay doi moi,
lau nam 1€n nudc dep chua tung thay.

Ngai ctia Than C4 Bong dit ngay trudc thém bang san ho va huyén rap mbi lai rat khéo 1éo.

Than Ca Bong ngy trén ngai, bén hitu c6 Than Ba, bén td mdt vi than con tré, diing chd khong ngoi. Vi than
tré nay trén moi mang mot vet thuong con mai rang rang.

Trudc san, binh tom, tudng ca hau ha déng khong biét bao nhiéu ma ké. Con huong tram thi phudng phat
thom, nhac than vang nghe dau do.

To1 run s¢ quy trudce ngai than, bong nghe than phan: “Nay' Nguoi kia, nguoi c6 biét rang toi 16 ngu’0’1 chong
chét day day khong ? Ké hau ha cta ta dd hao hét nhiéu, bao nhiéu binh tém, tuong ca bi nha nguoi cau gan
hét. Ta di tau v6i Long Vu’O’ng va da dugc phép xur ngu:orl Ta dinh bat nguoi Xuong day ma tri toi, nhu’ng
chua kip thi, may cho ngu’0'1 hoi som déy con ta hoa ca di du ho, VlIO’Ilg phai Iudi céu cua nguoi, va dugc
nguoi tha cho. Vay, on ndy dén toi ay, nhung ta khién nguoi tir b cai nghé bat nhon ay di”.

Néu ngay mai nguoi con 1€o hanh trén song nira thi ding c6 mong dugc vé véi vo con.

To61 vung vung da da khong ngdét thi Than tiép: “Mubn nha ngu’0’1 khoi thiét hai diéu gi, ta ban cho ngu(n mot
vién ngoc chan chan. Con chan chan séng khong bao 1au, nén khong may con c6 ngoc, ma hé c6 thi qui lam.
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Nha nguoi khong duge ban, ciing khong duge khoe voi ai. Dé no trong nha 1am cia, ty nhién 1am an kha.
Thoi cho nha nguoi vé.

Toi lanh léy ngoc, cui lay ta on T}lén r(:3i theo ca ra khoi dong. Khi 1€n t61 mat nudc thi xuéng toi da dau san
tai bén Trau, khé queo nhu méi day xuong song vay.

Tu ngay ay to1 bo nghé cau, xoay ra buén ban. Ma qua that nhu 161 Than da day, ban mén nao 161 mon nay,
khong bao 1au ma t61 cat dugc mot cai nha ngoi kha Ion. Con con thi dira nao dira nay cling map cui cui.

Mot ngay kia, budn qua, t61 xach can ra bo song glu:t long tong cho. Chiéu vé, nghe trong minh ban than roi
dau mot tran dau vat toi gan trot nam. Vo con toi ndi tiép nhau ma chét.

Cua nha, toi ban sach dé chay thudc va lo viée tang ma. Con hon ngoc thi bién mat di lac nao khong biét.

Nén chi bay gio t61 chi d1 cau cam thoi. Bi mot 1an ton téi gia. Thir ca r6, ca 16c nay la ca rudng, c6 phai cua
than dau ma so.

To1 ron nguoi 1én vi lanh hay vi so? Bat glac t01 xach den roi vao mat 6ng Ba. Qua nhu’ng giot mua chay ruo1
ruoi theo vanh non triim, toi thdy miéng 6ng gia gip Than Ca Bong 1am bam nhu néi thém diéu gi véi ai.

[1] Thud

[2] Toi
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[3] Tién k&m hoi Tién Phéap thudc
[4] Ong day la ong Bon Pau Cong, tirc Ma Vién.

[5] Tuc lam chay chg van con, cho t6i naim 1945 (101 tac gid)
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