Canh bac cu6i nam

Huy Phwong

Sang nay, mu Yana bam gio tré mudi phat, khuén mat con dau mét moi, nhung den gi0 lunch thi
mu cudi cudi néi ndi, tinh nhu sao siu. Bon tré 1an la quanh mu hoi chuyén cudi tuan, mu tuoi cudi
do 1én mot ngodn tay cai: “Nhu moi khi!” Nghia 1a my lai thang trong nhiing gid “overtime” hom
qua. Mu Yana c6 du 40 gio mot tuan trong hang dién tir nay v6i luong mdi gid tam dong hai muoi
1am, da tra tién thué mot cin apartment hai phong va gitr cai khoan bao hiém stc khoe cho ca muy va
dira con gai toc vang xinh nhu mdt nang tién nho moi vao college, nguyén nhan ma dong nghi¢p
clia mu van thuong than mat goi my mot tiéng mom hai tiéng mom. Véi sé luong chét doi trong
mot cai hang ca tang vy ma mu dam 141 mot chiéc Lexus 300 méi toanh “an phan” di lam hang
ngay, ai cling biét 1a nhd vao overtime ctia my & song bai Flamenco.

Nim ngoai mu Yana khai thué ¢a mot trim hai muoi sau nghin dong, ngang ngira voi luong mot
thuong nghi si, trong d6 lwong assembly ctia mu chi danh phan khiém nhuong mot phan muoi. No6i
r0 ra mu la tay danh bac c¢6 hang, luén luén dem tién vé. Ai cling n6i mu co6 tay dd bac, nhung ciing
ngudi cho mu ¢ buia phép mang tir mot thanh phd nao d6 bén dong song Volga cta nude Nga toi
trong nhitng ngay dau ty nan. C6 mot dng cu cao nién trong hing lai cho rang mu chi 1a ngudi tinh
toan gioi, tinh duoc xac suat ciia mot cai may danh bac nao d6 trong song bai hay nhd ki duoc thu
tu cia nhitng con bai ma thoi. Néu mu 12 mot tay cO bac bip thi bao nhiéu 6ng kinh camera cua
song bai dd kham pha ra va cho mu vao ti 1au roi. C6 khi rdi ranh ngudi ta cling ban tan vé tai danh
bac cia mu Yana, nhung khong ai biét mu choi loai bai gi va da dung k¥ nang hay xdo thuit gi
trong do.

Ngoai chiéc xe dung dé lam phuong tién dén s, my Yana c6 16i song tang tang ciing nhu cic ban
ddng nghiép ma dong lwong con qué thap. Gid nghi, muy ra ngoai troi hit thube va chiéu dai dong
nghiép thudng 1a nira géi Malboro hang ngay. Mu thuong choi dep v6i may chang leader va ca
supevisor trong s& nén than mu ciing thong dong doi chut, tuy vay ciing chang ai ganh ty véi my
Yana vi mu vén hién lanh, hay quan tdm téi ciu chuyén cia nguoi khac va coi moi ngudi nhu ban
bé hay than thudc trong gia dinh. Trong cau chuyén vin, chap nbi lai, nguoi ta biét mu ciing 1a dan
ty nan tir Lién bang X6 Viét tir thoi Staline, my sang Ba Lan, roi tu Ba Lan ty nan t6i My. Sang t6i
My, ndm thang sau muy cho thang chong nghién ngap, hay khao tlen thinh thoang lai himg chi lai
cho my may tat tai, ra ria. Mu tr¢' thanh mét single mom ma khong can to1 tién trg cAp mudi dudng
con ctia chong cii vi dong tién ctia mu gid nay 1a dong tién trén trdi roi xuéng, my tho tay nhan nhu
161 tur trong vi tay ra.

Mu Yana ciing 14 dan ty nan d4 biét Cong San 1a cai gi nén ddi v6i cac dong nghiép trong hang nhu
nguoi Viét, Kampuchia, hay Lao mu thuong hay tham hoi gia canh va tinh hinh dat nudc bén do.
Trong nhiing thang thanh nién A Chau, chay tron Cong San cing lam chung hang, mu Yana thuong
c6 biét nhin dbi véi t6i. Ban bé trong toan dé c6 nhan xét nhu vy, chang 1a chung thiy c6 khi sau
gid break, mu Yana dai han bao thudc 14 con lai vao tay t61, khong dé t6i ¢6 co hoi tir chdi. Trong
dam anh em t6i 1a thang rach nhét, cho tdi gio nay t6i van con share phong, an com chi va di cai xe
Mazda coc cach doi 90 hai cira. Chinh cai hom, tan s& t6i y ach mii véi céi xe khong chiu nd may
trong parking, thi cai Lexus 300 cua my Yana tro toi dau sat bén canh. Théy t61 loay hoay hi hoay
v6i cai chia khoa trong 6 khoa cung véi tiéng kéu ung uc, my Yana da hiéu sy tinh. Mu xuéng xe,
mo cop lay day cap noi va mo bung xe ra hiu la s& ndi day dién cho t6i. Chiée xe lach cach mAy
tiéng roi nd gion, ban ra mot 1an khéi den khét let. Tra lai day cap cho muy, sau may 1oi cam on, toi
14i cai xe i ach vé nha, long budn rudi ruoi, voi doi chat tai than khi nghi téi cai doi thog cia minh
bay nam roéi ma khong ngoc dau 1én noi.

Chinh vi c4i vu xe hét binh hom d6 ma t6i tré thanh than thiét véi mu Yana hon. Gid trua hém do,
mu 1ét t6i ban t6i, vira dn vira hoi:



- E! Phoong, coi bo may ciing 16n tudi rdi sao chua chiu lay vg?

- Ba coi, luong chét doi, xe chét may, cudc doi chét tiét nay thi ai ma thém. Liéu ¢& nhu t6i, ba ¢
chiu ga con géi ba cho t61 khong?

Mu Yana ru Ién cudi lam cho ca bon dong sé quay lai nhin. Cam on cai vu chét binh hom qua, t61
chiu kho ngdi cat nghia cho mu Yana nghe:

- Nha to1 nghéo khong du vang chung cho chu ghe, vugt bién qua day to1 phai danh dym dé tra no
cho nguoi ta. Toi cling mudn lay vo lam chu, nhung nghéo sat dat, my thiy o day, ngay trong
department ndy, ¢& nhu con Tam, con Ly c6 thém l4y t6i khong, chir dimg n6i dén may c6 méi tot
nghiép trung hoc ngoai kia.

Coi chirng mu Yana bat dau thay thuong hai toi, diéu d6 t6i doc thdy trong mat muy:
- Bo may & nhu vay sudt doi sao?

- Danh dum dugc it tién, to1 s€ vé Vi¢t Nam t61 cudi vg. Con gai bén do6 can qua My, to1 can vg.
Chua chung ho con bd tién cho t61i mua may bay vé nita do.

- May dung gion, tao nghe thdng Tom, leader ban 2 ndi n6 vé cudi vg Viét Nam, méi qua dén day
vai thadng, cho con vg di hoc Anh Van la né mdc noi véi bo tron biét.

- N6 khéac t6i khac, toi c6 san con em ho, nha ngheo, t6i vé cudi n6 1a chac an. Toi khong cudi no,
thi mot hai ndm nira n6 cling lay chong Dai Loan, chi s¢ toi veé khong kip thoi.

- Good idea!
Chudng hét gio lunch kéu ret ret, mu Yana va toi bo thirc an thira vao thung rac, vira di vira noi:
- May muon c¢ tién khong?

- Tién ai lai khong thich, nhung béng cach nao, my c6 y dinh ru téi bit mdt vo Bank of America ¢
gdc Westminster an cudp phai khong? Doi téi tuy rach nhung con dep lam, mu dung xai bay nha
mu!

- Bay nio, tao 1a ngudi ding dan, dang chi Hai may, tao chi cho may cach dénh bac!

T6i “4” 1én mot tiéng vi méi chot nhd ra cai nghé déanh bac ciia Yana, nghé “over time” va chiéc
Lexus cua mu.

- Pling dén nghe mu, dimg gion vai t6i ma toi nghiép.

- May ghi s dién thoai ctia may vao miéng gidy nay, toi nay khoang 9 gid- gid d6 may ngu chua?-
tao s€ goi may.

Dbém nay 1a dém ba muoi Tét, ngay mai gip ngay Thu Sau, t61 xin nghi mot ngay, lay c6 1a di bac
si. Thang superviser biét nguoi Viét Nam nhé nha, khong mubn di lam ngay mong mot Tét, nhidu
nguoi xin nghi nhung né qui t61, khong phai vi to1 hay héi 16 né hay nhu may con nhé 1am bo cuoi
cot va hay cho né an cha gio, ma vi t01 la thang cu 1an” thiét tha nhét bon, vao sé 1a cdm dau cim
6 1am chét bo. N6 “ok” va néi véi my dira kia 13 t61 da “dit coc” ca miy thang nay.

Téi ba muoi, tirc 12 sang mong mot bén nha, t6i ¢ may cong viéc phai lam, di d6 ddy binh xing
chiéc Mazda yéu qui, dién thoai cho 6ng anh rudt & Cau Méi, Vinh Long dé nho nhén lai thim ba
gia xong, t6i chuan bj di ngli sém dé khuya nay mot gio sang 1én dudong “hanh quan”. Toi ciing rat
day dién thoai vi s¢ m’?iy théng ban budn tinh & tiéu bang xa, khong ngu dugc dién thoai ndi doc.

Toi nghi to6i von luong thién, & hién gip lanh nén méi gip mu Yana sin 1ong gitp d&. Lau nay chua
bao gid c6 ai dam hoi han téi cai nghé danh bac cua muy, va ¢ ai hoi to1 thi mu cling cuo1 ma danh
trong lang. Thé ma mu gitp t61 vi long tir t€ khong hé c6 mét chut dicu kién gi. Theo con toan cua
mu Yana:

- X4c sudt d6 tién ra ctia mot cai may Slot Machine 1a 880 trén 1, nghia la néu mot cai may choi 25
cent thi phai 880 lan, khong ké ba cai thir linh tinh thi may méi nha ra khoang $ 100.00. Con muon



ra Jack Pot thi phai kéo t&i 9,240 lan, may nha tién ra xé xich trong vong 100 cai kéo cudi cing.
Nhung phai kién nhan ngdi quan sat ngudi khac choi va chd doi dén lic phai nhay vo chiém ngy
cai may do dung gio dung luc.

- Mu Yana oi, toi 13 thang rat dét toan, mu 1a tay choi c6 hang, dimg dau nghé véi t6i. Néu tir t& mu
chi cho t61 cai may nao, ¢ song bai nao ma mu thuong choi c6 kha nang bonus nhiéu, t6i s& choi
sudt dém néu can, dé co vai nghin déng bac mang vé... du cudi vo.

- OK! Tao noi may nghe, khi may dimg coi ngudi ta choi, may thay c6 nhiing cai may do tién ra roi
thi khong ai nghi sé con hy vong ki€ém vai chuc bac & d6. Nhung chinh nhiing c4i may do 1a nhiing
cai may co6 theé kiém an dugc. N6 s con ra tien dai dai. Thinh thodng song bai “set” mot hai cai may
ra déu déu cho nguoi ta ham. Tao ¢6 kinh nghiém, tao s€ chi cho may.

- Thé con choi bai thi sao?

- Tao khong bao gio choi bai, mft mon ciing du cho may xai. Con néu mudbn hoc thi phai mét thoi
gian, tao khong thé néi cho may nghe trong vong miy phut. Bay gio tr¢ lai chuyén may, tao s& chi
cai kho tang cua tao cho may ma khong chut an hén vi tao biét may 1a nguoi tir té. Pay 1a duong di:
may liy Freeway 5 North, 1y 86 East, chay do 18 miles, may sé& thdy bén tay mat mot cai ho 16n,
qua khoi hd queo trai vao dudng Vista Way, di thém ba miles, queo phai vao duong Clemente, chay
khoang niam phut may s& thdy may cai sign ctia song Flamenco bén tay mit. Vao cong chinh, may
dau xe ¢ parking phia dong, trc 1a bén tay mat. Di vao ctra, 1€ tay mat ngay, nip theo bo tuong qua
khoi cai thang cudn, pass cai restroom thir hai, qua khoi ban roulette bén tay trai, may queo ngay tay
mit, qua khoi ba ddy may $ 1.00, t6i ddy 25 cents nim ngang, may r& tay mat, cai may cudi ciing
sat bo trong la céi kho tang cua tao.

- Mu néi cham cham dé toi ghi.
- Ghi ky di con, ngdi nhdm may 1 coi nhu tiéu thang lwong.

T6i ra khoi khu apartment khoang hon mot gio sang. {t di khuya, t6i ngac nhién thiy trén xa 16 ca
hai chiéu déu c6 rét nhiéu xe ¢§ qua lai. Troi t6i mit, toi nhd ra dém nay la dém ba muoi. Gio nay
nguoi ta lai het toc do, to1 can than chon lane trong, khong gap gap, toi chu y chi choi trong vong
bdn tiéng, di vé mat hai tiéng, bay gio sang 1a c¢6 thé vé nha, ngh mot gidc bu lai, thém hai ngay
nghi trude mat, thodi mai. Bi song bai khong bao gio t61 dam di mot minh, vui choi thi phai c6 ban
be, thé ma lan nay, gitra dém khuya t6i thui thii mgt minh mot xe rong rudi. Mu Yana tin cay noi
t6i va dan rang nhitng gi mu néi véi t6i dimg bao gidr tiét 16 véi ai, toi thé véi mu 1a bi mat ciia muy
truyén cho, t6i nguyén “séng dé da, chét mang theo”.

T6i khong phai 14 dira mé bai bac. Sang ddy bay nam tdi c6 1én Las Vegas mot 1an va thinh thoang
cling ¢6 di kéo may tai cac casino thir thoi van, nhung ti ciing biét 1én d6 chi gop tién cho may
thang ty pha 1am giau thém chr chang bao gid 14y tién chung dem vé dugc. Vay ma ciing c6 ngudi
chuyén danh bac ¢ song bai ma nén sy nghiép, t61 khong tin d6 1a chuyén may rui, ma la ho danh
bac gioi hodc di tim ra nhiing chiéc may nha tién nhu truong hop mu Yana, dong nghiép cia toi.

Hoi déu, toi cling tudng sang My ngon lanh lim, ma bay nim nay tdi ciing bAm gidp qua hai ba cai
hang xuong, moi thang chi goi duge cho ba gia mot trdm bac, co thang lam gi 1at bat quén goi, ma
dong tién cling chay dau mat. Ba gia viét thu qua hoi khi nao may ldy vo, c6 chau dem vé cho ma
mung. Troi dat oi, ba tudng con ba bén nay ngon 1dm, hét Ramen t6i Kim Chi, tui ban noi trong do
c6 bot ngot ma ciing phai an vi ciing chua thay ai chét vi mi goi. Nghi dén con Bay, toi lai budn. Cai
hinh t6i vira nhan dugc tuan trudce coi da 1on bon ma toi thi biét bao gio mai leo 1én dugc cai may
bay. Nghi van vo ma t6i da qua gan hét hai cai xa 19, qua cai ho 1on.

Dau xe vo parking, t6i so tai kiém suét lai to gidy chi dan ctia mu Yana. Tuy 13 sang thtr sdu nhung
parling lot ciing khong it xe. Troi ving nui kha lanh ma toi an mdc khong du 4m, nén phai di kha
nhanh nhu chay vé phia cira chinh. Qua ctra roi t6i moi thay dé chiu vi hoi 4m trong song bai toa ra,
vura di vira doc manh gidy chi duong, suyt nita dam sam vao dira con gai n mac ho hang dang bung
khay nuéc udng di nguwoc huéng. Dén noi, t6i hoi that vong vi thiy mot ba My gia dm nhom, in



méac kiéu thoi trang ba muoi nim trudc, miéng phi pheo thudc 1a dang chiém ctr muc tiéu. T6i danh
ng01 vao cai may bén canh vira kéo cam ching vira quan sat. Ngoai nhiing thtr lun vun, hét ba to
gidy hai muoi dong, may cta t6i méi phun ra dugc 60 mleng 25 cents, nghe leng xeng. Chi sau do
vai chuc gidy, t6i nghe ba gia kéo cuoi khan mot tiéng, tiéng chudng cta chlec may ba choi kéu inh
6, dén chdp lia lia. T6i nhin sang chiéc may cia ba, ba cai chuéng vang nam ngang mot hang ngay
trén dudng vach. Moi nguoi dang kéo may trong khu déu nhin vé phia ba, c6 nguoi chay toi quan
sat khi nguoi kiém soat song bai dy xe tdi lam thu tuc va moi ba dén quay phat tién dé nhan chi
phiéu 1am thanh mot vong vdy ndo nhiét. Mu Yana dung la nguoi dang hoang, chi tiéc 1a ba gia nay
da phdng tay trén ctia toi, phai ching vi to6i dén qua tré. Toi ngdi bat dong mot luc lau dé do chimg
va ngimg kéo chiéc may cua toi. Khoang d¢ muoi lam phut, khi moi sy dé tr¢ lai binh thuong, nhin
quanh va khéng mét phut chdm trd, toi nhay qua chiém ctr muyc tiéu, ngdi ngay trén chiéc ghé cia
ba gia tt sb.

Hét dng tién 20 ddng thang tir cai may cii hét qua, toi bat dau s6t rudt khi da moc thi thém ba to
gidy hai muoi dong ma chi lwom duoc vai loai “long tong ca chdt”, toan 1a 16i du khi khién cho
nguoi ta dimng nan chi bé cude. To6i kién nhan va tin tuéng vao mu Yana cho téi trim bac thir ba thi
bat dau sot rudt mudn chudi thé, nhung Jack Pot biét dau nam ngay ci kéo tiép theo. Nhitng thang
moi da do, nhimg tap 1éu, nhitng chum cherry va nhiing cai chuéng vang van chay lang xang trén
tryc quay tron cua chiéc may nhung chua bao gio dung lai dung chd dé chudng co the reo am 1 va
tién rét ra x6i xa. Nghi minh ¢ thé di nhim duong, choi nham may, t6i moc to gidy chi duong ra
xem lai, r6 rang la qua ba ddy may mét do la, t6i day 25 cents nam ngang, 1& mat, cai may cudi diy,
sat tuong. Mit t6i da bat diu nong bimg va mach mau & hai bén thai duong nhay luc byt. Khong,
duong di ding, may dung 15i chi dan, chi con mot cach 1a tdi phai kién nhan. Khong co 1y bon
casino 1au 1au méi chi méi cho ra mot 1an ma t6i da dén qua tré.

T61 chan nan dung day, nta mudn ra vé, ntra con mudn nan lai chd phép la. Vao restroom, toi rua
mat that kg, théy nguoi tinh tdo trd lai. Moc thi ra, téi con hai to tram xép tu nhét dudi cai anh ciaa
con Bay. Biét dau troi dai phat cudi. Toi vira 1am tham “Bay oi, phtt ho cho anh!” nhung mim cudi
vi nho ra rang con Bay con song nhan. Xem dong ho tay moi hon bbn gio sang, ba trim do la ma
cam cy hai tiéng dong ho ciing thugc loai anh diing roi! Gio nay hau hét khach choi di moi mét vé
phong, chi co rai rac d6 day mot s6 ngudi mau mé khong bo di ndi.

T6i tré lai cai may, quyét liét chudi nguyén hai to trim con con cing vao khe may, t6i khong cho
tién d6 xudng dé tranh su cht y ctia nhimg nguoi xung quanh va bat dau kéo tir tir. Con s tir 800
xudng 524, xuéng 280 rdi vung 1€n lai 520, 1én toi 880 (chua du Vén) Tir khi con s6 xubng dan dan
thi t6i bat dau tinh nga, biét 1a minh choi dai va thiy tat ca cai ngu dan cua minh, long cam thay hbi
han vo cung. Nhung biét dau nhirng dong tién phut chot lai mang sy may méan ve€ cho to1. Tuy vay
t6i khong con du kién nhin, t6i bat dau bam ba dong 25 mot lic cho t6i khi con so credit xuong 20
thi dimg lai. T6i xa ra da hai muoi quarter bo vao ti 40 ngoai va dimg ddy. Luc 4y néu ai nhin thay
mat t6i c6 thé tuong toi dang say rugu vi t6i bat dau thiy mit nong bing tré lai.

T6i ra xe nhu ngudi khong hon, déi mit cay xé va tir d6 1ai vé nha nhu nguoi mong du, may ma
khong xay ra tai nan doc duong. Gan t6i exit Faiview thi troi di sang. T6i nhé t6i khudn mit phiic
dure va ca tiéng cudi cia my Yana ma khong hé ¢ chut oan gian. Toi cling nhé téi nu cudi ngay tho
ctia con Bay, thiét 1a t6i nghiép néu n6 phai di ldy chong tan Dai Loan hay Trung Cong, thuong nd
t6i muon khéc.
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