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Cam On Ruth!
Thuy San lugce dich

Sylvia Morrison, 19 tu8i, méi lam y té cach ddy 3 tuan tai bénh vién Cheyenne - Wyoming (M¥). C6 géi tréng théat
xinh, thich b3t chuyén vé&i nhitng béc si dién trai.

Chiéu hém &y, dén lugt Sylvia tryc dém. Mot bac si tré mang va day nam tinh rao budc trong hanh lang. C6 I& anh
ta mdi t6t nghiép, vi chua dén 25 tudi, réng trdng nhu o blouse, téc niu, cao dé chitng dén 1,85m. Anh ta khé
nghiéng dau: " C6 co thé cho tdi s6 phong cliia bénh nhan Ruth Nichols?" . Sylvia lat s&, bdt dau thdy xic ddng: "
Phong 25, thua bac si" . Chang bac si mim cugi: " Cam dn" . Sylvia thdy tim dap manh: " Bac si cé can t6i di theo
khong a?" . " Khong, mot minh toéi du r6i." Chang trai di khudt sau cau thang va Sylvia van con ban than. Cé hai ly
do dé& cd6 mudn 1én phong 25: dugc di cing chang bac si dep trai va nhan thé biét vé tinh hinh nit bénh nhan Ruth
Nichols. C0 ta vira nhap vién ban sang vi lanh 3 phat dan. M6t ca phau thuat va Ruth dugc dua vé phong 25...
Syliva chgt nhay dung: cé tiéng siing nS. Mot tiéng nita. Lai mot tiéng nita. CO ta rud l1én...

15 phut sau, bénh vién Cheyenne chim trong con hoang loan. Canh sat phai vat va 1dm mdi van héi dudc trat tu.
Trung uy Neil Hoffmann dang tro chuyén v@i 6ng John Appleby - giam d6c bénh vién - trong phong 25. Sylvia thi
run nhu gié. Trung uy Hoffmann khé& 14t t&m drap day mau, bén dudi thi thé mot phu nif trac 30 tudi, bi bdn 3 phat
vao dau. Hoffmnann khé& héi: " Tén ba ta?" . Appleby cit giong hdn hén: " Maggy Bennett. Vira nhap vién budi trua
vi viém rudt thira. Theo 16i c6 Sylvia thi thi pham khéng dinh giét Maggy" . Sylvia nirc ng: " Han héi tdi s& phong
cla Ruth Nichols. Tdi khéng thé ngs dugc. Trong han rét lich thiép, tri thirc, cf nhu bac si 8y" . Hoffmann nhiu
may: " Va tai sao c6 lai chi phong 25 cho hdn?" . Sylvia dap nhanh: " Vi s& 8y cé ghi trong s& truc" . Appleby xen
vao: " Tinh trang slc khoé cla Ruth r&t té nén chlng t6i d3 chuyén c6 ta di phong khac. Con Maggy dén ngay sau
dd, nén ndm phong cii cta Ruth. Tai th ma..." . Hoffmann quay sang Sylvia: " C6 cé thé ta lai nhan dang cua
h&n?" . Sylvia chui nudc mét: " To cao, toc ndu, dep trai. Trong rat cé vé bac si" . Trung uy Hoffmann khé& lac dau:
" Téi rat tin cd. Gregor Matthews vira két thic chugng trinh y khoa. Han la ngugi da ban vao c6 Ruth va dang bi
ching téi truy tim. Han la chdong chua cudi cia Ruth, cd ta mudn ra di nhung han khdng chiu. Nhung ching toi
khéng th& ngS han lai ddm |&n vao bénh vién dé giét vg" . Hoffmann day tdm drap lai, hdi nhanh: " Han dang &
dau?" . Appleby dap gon: " Phong bén canh, s6 24, dang & cuing mét bénh nhan n{i" . " Hdn cdm sing?" . " Véng,
theo 18i cac nhén chirng, han vira cdm sing vira budc vao phong 24" . Hoffmann rGi phong 25, dén trudc clira phong
24: " Matthews! Anh nghe t6i ch(? Trung uy Hoffmann day..." . Giong néi vong ra cé vé bi phan khich tot do: "
Vang, t6i nghe ro, trung uy a. Bung c6 nhac tay nhac chan day. T6éi dang ngo6i canh mot nit bénh nhan va dang ké
sting 1én thai duong ba ta ddy. Néu 6ng dai dot xoay tay ndm clra, t6i s& ban ba ta ngay. Nao, ndi di!" . M4t giong
dan ba vong ra, rén ri: " Dlng thé! Hay lam theo I8i hdn! Néu khéng, hén giét t6i mat" . Hoffmann gat: " Anh
mudn gi, Matthews?" . " MuGn gap Ruth, tat nhién. T6i da gi€t nham ngudi khac, nhung rat ti€c, dé6 khong phai loi
cla t6i. Pirng cb dung nhitng con y té ngu xudn nhu thé&" . " Vi sao anh can gdp Ruht?" . " D& ndi chuyén véi co ta"
. " D& ndi chuyén hay dé na ba phat vao dau, nhu v8i nan nhan ban nay?" . " D& néi chuyén, tdi nhic lai ddy. Ong
khong cé su lua chon nao dau. Phai tin toi. Hay dua Ruth dén day, téi hlra sé khong lam gi c6 ta dau. Néu khong,
tdi bdn ngay con tin ddy" . Ca Hoffmann va Appleby @éu IUi lai, nhin trirng trirng clra phong 24. Vién Trung uy khé
néi: " To6i sé c6 géng thuong thuyét véi hdn dé kéo dai thdi gian va goi mot doi ddc nhiém" . Guong mat cla vi
gidam ddc bénh vién bong t8i sam lai: " Khdng con thdi gian dau. Ba bénh nhan trong phdng 24 dang bj tiéu dudng
nang. Trong vong n(ra gid, néu khdng dugc tiém insuline, ba ta sé& chét" . Hoffmann ldng ngét. Tinh thé hét sic
nguy ngap. Trong nhitng vu uy hi€p con tin, thdi gian la chia khoa vang. Nghi nggi d6i chut, Hoffmann tién lai gan
clra phong 24: " Matthews, con tin ctia anh can dugc tiém thudc ngay, hdy d& mot cd y ta vao phong! Chi cd mét
tiéng cudi khan dap lai. Hoffmann va mo hoi tran: " Toi thé day la sy that. Néu anh khong dong y mot co vy ta thi
toi sé vao thay, hai tay sau gay, cdi tran" . Matthews gao Ién: " BDlng yén ddy. Khdéng ai dudc vao ca. Canh clra ma
ddng day la tdi bop co tic khac" . " Matthews, néu khdng dudc tiém trong vong nira gid, ba ta s& chét" . " Do la
chuyén cla cac 6ng. Dem Ruth lai day!" . " Nhung c6 ta liét giudng roi, dau c6 chuyén tro véi anh dugc” . " Toi cédc
can biét, dem dén day" .

Hoffmann lai im 18ng va thd dai. con biét 1am gi bay gid. Phong 24 khéng cb clra s6. LEi vao duy nhat 1a canh cura
do6. Bung luc do, Appleby ndi khé: " Trung uy a, cd6 mot cach..." .

Vai phut sau, Hoffmann gao to trudc clra ‘phbng 24: " Thoi dugc, Matthews! Chiing t6i dem Ruth Nichols dén cho
anh. T6i da ndi roi, co ta dang hon mé, nam trén giudng day" . Lai co ti€éng cudi vong ra: " Thoi duge. M& clra tir tir
va day giudng vao, néu khdng phai Ruth ma la bat ky ai khac, toi s& ban con tin nay ngay. R3 chua?" . " RS,
giudng day" .

Tay ndm clra xoay nhé nhe. Clra md, mot chiéc giudng day 16 vao. Matthews van di sting vao thai duong con tin,
nhin trirng triing moi viéc. Bung la Ruth rdi... c6 dy xanh nhu tau 1a va dang thiém thi€p. Matthews cudi rung rgn:
" Chao Ruth! Dé&n gdp anh la biét diéu ddy. Sdng nay, em vudt khoi tay anh rdi, phai khdng?" . Han lai cudi va cat
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giong lanh bang: " Vinh biét, Ruth!" .

Su viéc tiép theo dién ra chua dau mot gidy. Hai tiéng nd phat ra gan nhu cling mét IGc. Matthews ban vao vg ngay
thai dugng, con Hoffmann nhay b8 vao phong va bdn vao gilta trdn Matthews!

Appleby va cd y ta nhay b vé phia con tin d& tiém insuline. Hoffmann nghiéng ngudi vé phia vi giam d6c: " C6 sao
khéng?" . " Khdng, vira kip 1Gc" . Appleby nhin xac Matthews: " Ong ban ctr qua, trung uy" . Hoffmann nd mot nu
cudi cay dang: " Cam on 6ng. Téi cling khdng nghi ra dugc cach &y" . Appleby kh& 13c ddu: " Ding cdm dn téi. Cam
on Ruth mdi phai. Cé 8y da chét ngay Iic Matthews dang bat con tin" .

Trung uy Hoffmann ring minh. Blng la vu giai thoat con tin rung rgn nhat ma anh da trai qua. Ngay luc anh tuyét
vong, bac si Appleby dé&n bdo la do vét thusng qua ning, Ruth d& khdng qua ndi. Appleby da xin phép gia dinh
Ruth dugc dung xac cd 8y dé danh Ilra Matthews va ho d& chdp nhan. Chi cd mét cdi xac chét dugc ddy vao phong
24 va Matthews cling d3 bdn vao mdt cai xac.

Hoffmann cat budc, nghén nghen: " Cdm dn, Ruth!" .
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