CAI BANG O MY

Dién Hong

Ngudi Viét Hai Ngoai von khong la gi hinh anh nhiing ké 4n xin, 4n may trén nhiing néo dudng noi cb
huong Viét Nam ngay nao. Ngay do, trudc 30/4/1975, Mién Nam chién tranh tuong tan, lam bao gia dinh
chia ly, bao tham canh tang toc khap noi vi thé cing v6i nhitng ndi kho "dau - budn - dang - cay - 1& trao"
clia mudn ngudi ... nhitng ké in xin , an may ciing c6 khip noi, tir thanh thi dén thon qué.
Sau 1975, nghe néi Viét Nam "théng nhat" van dy diy ké an may an xin trén dudng phd, ngay tai Saigon
hoa 1¢ va ca ¢ thu d6 Ha Noi quyén luc! Ly giai diéu nay, ngudi ta hay cheép miéng noi "hién twong xa hoi
ma!" Chuyén an may an xin ¢ Viét Nam, do viy, chang ai la hay thic mac. Nhung nhiéu ngudi van cho 1a
rat la, khi thiy & ngay nudc My cling Van c6 an may.
My 1a mot cudng qubc gidu co, sao lai van c6 ngudi an xin an may? Nghe that nghich 1y nhung d6 lai 1a
su that.
Nh¢ lai nhimmg ngay thang dau tién khi moi dat chan dén My (di dién ODP), c¢6 bdn diéu la 4n tugng nhat
ma toi va gia dinh thdy & My: Thir nhat nuéc My rong 16n , giau dep va vin minh quéa; Thir hai ngudi My
thang than, thuc dung va c6 tinh than doc 1ap c4 nhan hon m1nh nghi nhiéu; Thtr ba Ngudi My yéu nudc
theo cach cta ho - ho c6 thé hat quéc ca bit cr noi dau ho thich, ho ¢ thé mic quén 4o va su dung trang
stric ¢6 in cd My ma van khong bi coi 1a bat kinh hay bat nhi; Va diéu thir tu chinh 13 hinh anh nhiing
ngudi an xin dn may lan dau tién toi thy trén nudc My.
C6 nhimg cai ¢ My tuong nhu 1a nghich ly nhung lai ¢6 cai ly cua riéng no. Chang han, nhirmg nguoi moi
sang My ¢ chung nha vo1 nguoi than, van phai chung lung tra tién nha tién phong, diéu nay duoc giai
thich bang chan 1y thoat nghe kha phil phang: "Song & M¥ chang c6 cai gi free ca." O lau hon, s& chong
hiéu ring, & My nguoi ta dé cao tinh doc 1ap, khong dwa dim vao ai. Chinh cach cu xir ndy clia nguoi
than, du theo kiéu My, 14 ngu y gitip minh mau chéng hoa nhap véi doi sdng & My mot cach manh mé tu
chu va tu 1ap.
Nguoi gidu ¢ & My c6 tai san kéch xu, ciing chinh 13 nhitng nguoi vay muon nhiéu dé kinh doanh, dau
tu. Khong riéng ho, ca nuée My déu di vay no dé phuc vu cho nhiing chi tiéu, mua sam, ddu tu cta minh.
Nude My phat trién nhanh chéong cling chinh nh¢ cai nghich ly no nan chong chat nay trong long nude
My. Do véy song 6 My tiéu sir tin dung tot ddng nghia vai viée c6 tat ca, thuan loi tat ca trong doi sdng,
kinh doanh, dau tu.
Ngudi ta c6 thé dé dang bét gip ¢ hang ghe noi tram xe bus thuong ghé, & mot goc phé, goc supermarket,
hay ¢ du6i vom nhimg toa nha cao ngat hay ¢ gam cau.. , nhimg nguoi vo gia cu (homeless) ngudi an
xin. Vé bé ngoai cua ho rat d& nhan ra, quan 4o ty do c6 phan tuy tién, d6i khi quin quanh minh mot tAm
chin méng (dé thay vao nhitng budi sang sém), canh bén thuong linh kinh do dac linh tinh du thir nao do
hop, nudce ngot, quan 4o... C6 khi ho vay muon miy chiéc xe mua hang ctiia méy siéu thi 1am phuong tién
"tai" md hanh ly dang mang sy doi nay.
Déan Chau A hay goi nguoi an may 4n xin, 1a "cai bang" véi su muong twong d6 1a nhitng ké an mic rach
rudi, mat may 161 thoi, 1éch théch, xem ra trai ngugc voi an may an xin 6 My. Du 1a homeless hay an xin,
0 My, ho van an mac kha dang hoang, du quan 4o c6 khi hoi cii. Pic biét ho khong bao gio lam phién hay
quay nhiéu mot ai, khac véi "cai bang" noi khac thuong bam deo khach dé xin tién, xin do.
Hinh anh quen thudc thuong 14 ho ngdi im ling noi goc duong hay nhiing chd co déng ngudi qua lai, co
khi ho cling dimg, hodc di qua di lai doc theo 1& duong cac con phé, canh bén c6 dat hay deo tong teng
truéc nguc tam bang bang bia carton, ghi miy dong chit tiéng My ¢& chir to dé gay an tuong, chi ¥ voi
nguoi qua ké lai. Nhitng tim bién nay, ndi dung ghi cling muén mau mudn vé. Khi thi : HOMELESS.
CAN YOU HELP ME ?, khi thi ghi 14 (dich ra tiéng Viét ) : " CUU CHIEN BINH O VIET NAM", khi
lai 1a : " HAY GIUP TOI VA CHUA SE BAN PHUGC CHO BAN" v.v... Khu little Saigon, goc duong
Brookhurst - Bolsa hay c6 mot ngudi an xin dong do6 ¢ day. Do 1a mot phu nit My tring khoang trén dudi
50 tudi, van quan jean 4o thun, tay deo headphones di tdi lui thu tha, canh bén 13 chiéc xe dap cil treo may
mong dd tai xach linh tinh. Thinh thoang dong xe hoi dimg lai vi dén do, ba ta lai di dén gan nhung
khong néi gi, c6 miy chi xe dua it tién hodc c6 khi 13 lon nudc ngot, ba ta nhan tit. O goc duong Bolsa -



Golden West cling c6 mAay nguoi in xin thay phién dong do, khi la 6ng gia My quan jean 4o thun i in cht,

khi thi mdt gaém nhach cao 1éu nghéu c6 ria mép .. . déu co mang bang (bién ) trude nguc hodc cAm tay
quo qua qua lai tam bang nay cho thién ha di ngang nhin thdy. T6i khong biét cu thé & My c6 dén bao
nhiéu nguoi homeless va an xin nhung thay rang & du ciing c6. Santa Ana, San Francisco ... & California,

o0 Newyork, & Michigan, & Massachusetts, & Louisiana, ¢ illinois, & Delaware, & Alabama ...0 dau cling
thy. Co noi s6 lugng hoemless 1én dén vai chuc ngan ngudi. Nhing sinh hoat thién nguyén trén dat My
nhiing t chure tir thién thuong cha y thyc hién nhiing hoat dong clru gitip va phén phat thuc pham cho ho.

Nguoi homeless, an xin ... 6 My cling biét cach xoay x& dé " klem song" theo 16i cia minh. C6 nguol
choi nhac lang thang trén duong phd, c6 ké dung mat muay quan 4o du mau ngd nginh, dimg ¢ gbc pho
tay cam cai coc cii mém, doi c6 ngudi di qua 1a rung cai cée cho may dong xu ¢ san trong coc kéu 16¢
cdc leng keng, dé hap dan tao sy chl ¥ cta ngudi di qua; c6 ngudi lai ghi nhitng dong chir to dung trén
tAdm bién trude nguce, voi ndi dung kha " an tugng" nhu : " T61 chi con mdt chan vi chién tranh Viét Nam
.. ", hay " HOom nay la sinh nhat thir 55 cua t6i ...", hodc gia 1a : " Khong nha, lanh va déi ... ". Nhin ho
vay nhung dimg nham tudng do6 1a nhitng nguoi khong co gi dang néi. Co ngudi trong s ho timg 13 1a ky
su ¢6 viéc lam luong cao, v dep con ngoan nhung sau ct sdc " that nghiép, vo bo di theo nguoi" bi tim
than chita chay xong tr¢ thanh ké lang thang trén duong phd; c6 nguoi timg 1a linh My ngang doc trén
chién truong Mién Nam Viét Nam khi xua; cling ¢ ngudi 1a nhan vién cua chinh pha hay co quan quan
su ... nay bi thai hdi hay luéng tudi ma khong c6 ngudi than cham soc; ¢6 ngudi timg ¢b viée 1am 6n dinh
song gy tai nan xe hoi phai bdi thuong ning dén tan gia bai san, tré thanh homeless ... Ho ty nhan minh
1a homeless, ké an xin ... nhung sau mét ngay di an xin, hoc ting c¢6 sinh hoat binh thudng nhu bao ngudi
khac. Ciing di an, tham chi udng bia ca phé ... va nhit 13 cling ludn tra tién song phang nhu moi ngudi. Co
ngudi dn xin thuong quanh quéin theo cac thung rac canh cac chg, siéu thi ... &é nhat hay kiém d an, trai
ciy ... dem bo lam ngudn séng phu. Thuong nét chung cua homeless, nguc‘ri an xin an may 6 My ... l1a
nhung ngudi khong nha, thit nghiép, c6 ca ké ma ngudi Viét minh goi la "nguoi that chi" ... Noi ring
ngudi an xin in may, home less ciia My 13 san pham cua cua sy xudng doc cua nén kinh té My vao mot
thoi diém nao d6 ... 1a chwa han dung. Béi, nudc My ludn c6 nhimg chinh sach an sinh phuc loi x@ hoi dé
cham soc ngudi nghéo, ké thit nghiép, nguoi tan tat v.v... kha tot.

C6 nhitng nguoi homeless, an xin ... van nhén trg cép cua chinh phi nhung van cr di dn xin an may trén
duong phd. C6 ngudi chang chiu dl nhan trg cAp ma chi di xin ... n6i chung c6 thé tam hiéu, ho "chap
nhan kiép di an xin an may" de van duocsong song phang, doc lap c4 nhan trong thé gidi riéng ctia minh.

C6 nhitng lac toi thdy ho ngdi yén bt dong dudi anh nang git gao cta mua He, mic cho nguoi qua
dudng c¢6 cho hay khong cho nhitng dong tién vao cai cdc dé bén canh, tim hon nhu bong bénh quay Ve
v6i qua khir mot thoi ciia minh. Ngudi homeless, an xin ... ciing ¢6 nhitng ndi niém " budn - vui - cay -
dang" cua rat riéng trong Trai Tim cua ho. Phai ching do cling 1a mot " tinh cach M§" noi nhiing con
ngudi ma ta thudng goi 1a 1 nguoi an may trong dit nuée My phon vinh ? Trong d6, ciing nén biét rang,
d6i ngii cai bang & My,d ngoai ngudi My,5 cling ¢6 nhitng sic dan di cu nita ... o ca ngudi Viét cia
minh.

C6 lan con gai to1 doi toi cho tién, dé bo vao chiée coc cia mot 1ao homeless ngéi O goc cho trén duong
Bolsa. Chau rat vui khi lam dugc viéc do, con ong lao van ngdi bat dong mat nhin vao cdi xa xa@m nhu
chang hé biét vira co mot ngudi bo tién vao chiéc cdc muu sinh ctia minh. Lan d6, con toi bo vao cde cua
1ao khoang $3 (tlen glay loai $1 ). Sau khi di by vao Phuc - Ldc - Tho, cha con t6i quay lai khu cho dé
lay xe, thi thiy lao homeless dimg cho san bén xe. T6i hoi nghi ngai nhung ong lao chia ra hai cay kem
con boc trong gidy can than rat sach s& cho con gai t6i, ma van im ling khong néi 10i nao chi nhin chau
rat triu mén. Vo toi toan ngin nhung toi bao hiy dé con nhan. Con gai t61 vui ve nhén hai cay kem va
thank you l3o. Lao quay lung budc di vui vé, khong quén vay tay chao ca nha toi. Vo t6i hoi can nhin sao
cho con nhdn d6 dn cua homelless, t6i giai thich : " D6 khong don gian chi 13 hai cdy kem ... ma d6 chinh
1a tAm 10ng ctia 6ng ldo d6 ddy, em a !". That la, chic 6ng 130 homeless ndy ciing ting c6 mot qua kh ...
mot quing doi " dé nhé dé mong" thud nao ... THi trin trong tAm 10ng cua 130 1am ! ...

Mic cho cudc séng & My mudn mau sic. Néu bén kia c6 nhitng ddy nha choc troi cao ngét, c6 nhimg ké
sang giau sung tuc ... thi & day cling c6 nhiing ké khong nha, &n may... an may trén doi thuong va ca trong
di ving (?!) Nudc My giau c6 hing cuong nhung van khong che gidu sy tuong phan giau - ngheo chinh
trong long xa hoi cua no. Boi, do la nudec My, moi cai luén boc truc thang than dén lanh ling. Cai chinh
12 moi cai ciing ton tai va cung sdng, trong sy ton trong 1an nhau, khong chén ép 1an nhau. Nude My 1a



vy, moi su déu c6 thé va cling khong co thé... Hay hiéu nd nhu chinh né thé hién, khong nén vo tron hay
bop méo ... nhu thoi quen ngudi doi hay lam!



